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TO THE 
| RIGHT HONOURABLE | 
ARTHUR ONSLOW, Eſq; 
Srexakxx of the "IO of Commons, 


AND 


One of his MA] ESTY's moſt honourable Parvy-Counciz. 


AS the unanimous voice of five ſucceſſive Parliaments, in 
calling You to the Chair, hath been juſtified by that 
| DIGNITY, LEARNING, CANDOUR, and CONDESCENSION, 
and that STRICT regard to the RIGHTS and PRIVILEGES of the 
Commons of Great Britain, which You have conſtantly ſhewn in 
that high ſtation ; it would have been the greateſt preſumption in 
me to have publiſhed a Treatiſe of this kind, without firſt ad- 
dreſſing You for its protection. 


I cannot help having ſome diffidence of myſelf on this occaſion; 
but I know too much of Your good nature to be diſcouraged : 


Give me leave, therefore, EAT Six, thus to expreſs my grati- 


tude for Your former favours, and to defire Your acceptance of 


this further public teſtimony, how much I eſteem myſelf, 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient, and 


— 3 | moſt obliged humble ſeryant, 


Trnomas Can Ew. 
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N the end of the year 1738, I had the honour to be choſen a Repreſentative of my Coun- 
ty in Parliament; an honour, for which, I exerting my zeal for the ſupport of 
the Religion, Lows, and Liberties of England, was the only return I could make: and as 

in the votes, I was to give, (thinking myſelf accountable to Gop, and my Conſcience) 1 

was always of opinion, that it was my duty to make myſelf maſter of the matters in debate. 

_ Amongſt others, the determining the Rights of Elefions (which were frequently conteſted in the 
Houſe of Commons) became no ſmall part of the Tru I had undertaken. For the better under- 

ſtanding of this ſubjeQ, I frequently amuſed myſelf in turning over collections relating thereto ; 

either manuſcript, or in print. Of the former of theſe, the (then unprinted) Journals of the 

Houſe of Commons afforded a great number ; and from theſe I purpoſed to make an Index, that 

I might eaſily reſort to upon occaſion. 

This work I began in the year 1741, when Gop thought fit to viſit me with an illneſs, which 

confined me pretty much at home; but, it having pleaſed him in ſome months, (in great mea- 

ſure) to remove my complaint, the publick, and other affairs, called for my attention ; ſo, that 

I laid it, (in ſome ſort) aſide; though, I frequently, at leiſure hours, made looſe collections 

upon the ſubject, which laid the foundation for this work. 

In the year 1950 it pleaſed Gop, again, to viſit me with my former 

in a more violent manner than before) I found amuſcment I therefore reſumed my 

former deſign,” and in 1753 an Index, or Abridgment, of all the caſes of conteſted 

Elections contained in the Journals of the Houſe of Commons; and to theſe, I, afterwards, 

added ſome minutes from other collections, which I have now brought together; and by way of 

Preface, ſhall make a few obſervations upon them for the benefit of thoſe, who may, heceafter, 

_- FinsT, I have endeavoured to fix the time, when each County, City, or Borough, was firſt repre- 

ſented in Parliament ; for which, I am indebted to the publick Records, &c. Mr. Prynne's, 

Doctor Brady's, Doctor Wilks's, and other collections. 1! 1 rai 

was in hopes to have likewiſe ſearched out the original Right of Ele#ion; but in this, I 

_ found too great difficulty: however, from Mr, Prynne, and Doctor Brady, and from the anci- 
ent Returns upon record, I have met with ſome materials for this purpoſe; and where I have 

+ found the Records clear and pertinent, I have added them by way of Appendix. 

Doctor Willis has alſo given ſhort hiſtories of the Originals of the Cities and Boroughs ; from 
whoſe Natitia I have, with other aſſiſtances, made the ſhort heads, which the Reader will find 
Tui Journals of the Houſe of Commons in King Edward the Sixth's time, and thoſe of Queen 
Mary's, afford but few memorandums of this ſort; and thoſe, that are there, are imperfect; 
- which-ſcems to ariſe from a power the Great Seal ſometimes exerciſed, in determining Elections. 
The ſubſequent reign of Queen Elizabeth, affords the firſt particular accounts of this kind; 
and even then it will be ſeen, that the Chancellor or Keeper was, in my opinion, improperly 


But, the Journals in that Queer's reign, remaining in the office at the Houſe of Commons, 

havt but few determinations in the beginning of it; though afterwards they encreaſed, and were 

From the year 1 5$0, there are no regular Journals at all in the office; however, this Chaſm is 

. ſupplied by Sir Symand D'Ewes's collection; and from that book (in which many of thoſe 
Memoirs are carefully collected) I have tranſcribed, 

The Journals, of King James and King Charles the Firſt, are little more than minutes of de- 
bate, and in ſome parts are confuſed: I have therefore taken the matters alnuſt in the words of 
the Journals themſelves; and frequently ſet down-| the whole debate in many caſes, without 
which it would be impoſſible to underſtand them. And as there are in ſome years double Journals, 
I have taken my collections of the caſes from thoſe which ſeemed moſt full. 

The Journals of King Charles the Firſt, 1 have collected from (as to caſes of this ſort) un- 
til the times of confuſion began; but after the King was forced away from his Parliament, Ilook 
upon the proceedings to be illegal; nor, ought they to be quoted as precedents in future _ 
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The ERA I have fixed, was when Sir Jabm Hotham was juſtified, by a vote of the then Houſe of 
Commons, in refuſing to obey the commands of his Sovereign. 
In 1660, Gop being pleaſed to reſtore the Conſtitution, I find the confuſions of Rebellion laid 
a foundation for many conteſted Elections. The petitions to the Houſe of Commons, at this 
time, were, as I apprehend, generally left with- the Committee of Pri ; ſo, that- the 
out i the Reports. 


grounds of complaint ſeldom appear ; only, as they are ſometimes ſhortly 
This makes room for very brief collections from them; but ſüch as they are, I have in many 


caſes copied them almoſt verbatim; as alſo the Reſolutions thereupon ; whenever they have 
been particular, or varied from the Report ; otherwiſe, I have only taken notice, that the Houſe 
has agreed to the Report, or Reſolutions, without repeating the Reſolutions themſelves, . 
The Petitions, which are ſet out in the Journals, 'in this, and the ſubſequent reign of King 
James the Second, ſeem, in many caſes, only to be Extracts; and the Reports (very few ex- 
cepted) do not ſtate the Evidence. I have given the material parts of theſe to my Reader as, I 
found them, and they may be ſo far uſeful as to lay a foundation of a ſearch, if neceſſary, 
amongſt the papers of the Houſe ; where "ey may, perhaps, meet with the NT PR 


for their better information. 
From the Revolution, the Petitions hard been ſet out more at large; ad che Reports ard vary 


full: The fie, of theſe I have either copied entirely, or given the Subſtance of them; and from 
the latter made ſuch Extras of the material parts of the Evidence, as will ſhew upon whe the 
Reſolutions were grounded ;—And whether they were agreeable with the Evidence. 

The Petitions, which have not been heard the Seffions in which they were firſt preſented, ad 
were afterwards preſented again, I have only briefly taken notice of upon the ſecond preſent- 
ment ; unleſs they differed, materially, from thoſe firſt preſented, which was not ſo much taken 
notice of in King Milliam's time; but fince, ſtrict care is a chat they ſhall not vary,” nor 
any Additions in Subſtance be made to them. 

As to Elections heard at the Bar, the Evidence doth not appear in the Journals : 1 hive 
therefore taken the moſt material Parts of the Proceedings from the Fournals ; and ſet out the 
Reſolutions as they paſſed without any Variance, further than inſtead of writing the Name of the 
County, City, or Borough, I have only wrote bis County, this City, or this Borough, as 
the caſe is; and alſo ſtated the queſtions as they paſſed, which is ſufficient to - anſwer this pur- 
poſe, to aſcertain the facts, and to lead 4 to _ ee nme "Wy are woes before the 
Houſe. 

There are ſome Caſes contained i in this Treatiſe which aid not tad W* upon Priti- 
ons concerning Elections, but in their Conſequence affect the Right Election, or fitting in the Houſe 
of Commons ; ſuch as Diſqualification by Expulſan, accepting of Placts of Preferment, and others of 
the like Nature: In theſe caſes, I have taken notice of the iſſuing of new Writs. But in the 
common caſes of Death, ot - Removal 10 the' Houſe , Peers, I have not mentioned them, 
There are alſo other caſes, \which have been either moved in the Houſe, or have been otherwiſe in 
a proper manner the Subject of therr Conſideration : ſuch as the caſe of 'Goodwrn'and Forteſcue, 
in regard to the Buckinghamſhire Election, in King James the Firſt's reign ; the famous caſe of the 
Aileſoury Men, in the reign:of Queen Ame; and ſuch like. © Theſe (in ſome ſort concerning 
either the Qualt lification of the Elefed or Elector, or the Seat of the Member) I thought a proper 
ingredient for this collection; and have therefore ſet forth the principal facts of theſe matters in the 
accounts of the Counties, Cities, or F _ oon, «gd added an Ne- ang aber Matters 
at large in the Appendix.” brit 

The Appendix is a colleRion of Records; Charters; Run e ee eee in 
the Caſes ; which will not only be ſatisf@Fory to the Curious, but of Uſe to tbe Publick, by way of 
aſſiſtance to thoſe who are deſirous to preſerve the legal Right of Electian in this Ningdo m.. 

This is the nature of the contents of the following ſheets, which my Reader will remember to 
have beet? taken from the printed Journals ; which, I am aſſured, have been correctiy copied 
from the Original: But, as neither theſe printed Fournals, or theſe Colleions, are Evidence of 
the Facts, 1 muſt refer thoſe, who have occaſion to apply to the Howſe of Commons, in Cafes of 
Elections, to the — by en Cauſe is to be determined L to 1 
theſe Cullecians will be of uſmwe. wel | 

Having thus given my Readers an account PP hs Contents of the Work, 1 . it will not 
be thought impertinent, by way of Introduction, to take a ſhort view of the Original of Election 
to Parliamem; and ſee from whence; at what Time, and bo, this Privilege aroſe; and the Me- 
thods made wy of for theſe: purpoſes, as they arc veriſied hy Hiſtory and publick Records. 

This Kingdom was originally monarcbicul, and hath always been governed by « Seeg and 
his Councils, under different denominations: And as Hifforians have differed in:regard to 
the Members of theſe Councils, I nn wag 9 wer 4 ian how wy | 
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Some learned Hiſtorians have aſſerted, that the Conſtitution of King, Lords, and Commens, as 
now formed, hath been eſtabliſhed from the time of the Britons, Mr. Petyt and Lord Coke have 
wrote largely on this ſubject; and Mr. Prynne and Dr. Brady and others, have anſwered 
them: From theſe, and other Hiſtorians, which they have quoted, I ſhall write, and give a 
brief Nate of the chief facts; recite ſome of the Records; and leave it upon theſe to my Reader 
to. make a determination. 
+ Mr. Petyt writes that the Freemen or Commons of England, as now called and diſtinguiſhed "ty" 
from the great Lords, were Pars eſſentialis et conſtituens, an effential and conſtituent Part of the x: Right of 
Wittena-Gemot, Commune Concilium, Baronagium Anglia or Parliament, in the times of the Bri- !“ 8 
tiſh, Saxon, and Norman Governments, To prove it, he cites part of Pope Eleutberius's An- Fretace 3. 
ſwer to a Letter of King Lucius, whoy as it is fabled, ſent to him for the Roman Laws; and? 
ſays, that the Pope, who could not be ignorant of the Conſtitution and Frame of the Britiſb Po- 
lity, wrote back, Habetis penes vos in Reg no utramque paginam, ex illts Det gratia per Concilium 
Regni veſtri Jaume Legem, & per illam, Dei potentia veſtrum Rege Britannia Regnum. What this 
Council was, it doth not appear; nay, whether there was any ſuch Council ſcems doubtful : For Council. 
Sir Henry Spelman ſays, that King Lucius's Epiſtle is no where to be found, and that the pre- ja 3 
tended Anſwer to it is a Forgery; ſo that whether we had Parliaments, or not, at that time, 15 
doth not appear, nor doth this prove the Aſſertion of the Author. But he goes a little further, by d FEE 


Done 


a quotation from Dion Caſſius, or Xiphiline, out of him, that Apud bos, i. e. Britannos popules\ affio an 

magnd ex parte principatum tenet. That this may be ſo of the great people, may be true, when Bhi a. 

the Britiſb Monarchy was deſtroyed by the Roman power : But Tacitus writes, in the Life of © '2. 

Agricola, Britanni olim Regibus parebant, nunc per principes factionibus et ſtudiis trabantur, which 

doth not ſeem to warrant the Author's aſſertion. 

Aſter this he writes, The Saxons, becoming Maſters of the Britiſh Nation, brought with them Pr.f.C. 

<« their Country Laws ana Government, and that the Commons were an eſſential and conſtituent part 

© of the Commune Cuncilium. He firſt cites Tacitus, who writes—De minoribus rebus Principes De mor. 

conſultant, de majoribus omnes, ita tamen ut ea quoque, quorum penes plebem arbitrium eſt, apud cd . 

Principes prætractentur: But the Reader will conſider, Tacitus writing this of the German people 

and not of the Saxons, whoſe names he doth not ſo much as mention. He then, from Spel- 

man's Councils, writes, that King Ezhelbert ſummoned a Parliament, called Chan Concilium Council. 

tam Cleri quam Populi, anno 60 5: But this will not clear up this point, it being no proof of a '% 

National Parliament; for Erhelbert was only King of Kent, and this Common Council was only r 

of the Clergy and People, or Laity (for fo the words are to be tranſlated) to celebrate Chriſt's _ 

Nativity at Canterbury. Nor will his next Inſtance better anſwer his purpoſe, viz. ©* That King by Carte 

Ina aſſembled a great Council or Parliament, wherein he made Eccleſiaſtical Laws concerning 221 
«© Marriages, &c. and did other things, ad concordiam publicam promovendam per Commune Concilium 1 


% & aſſenſum omnium Epi ſcoporum, & Principum, Procerum, Comitum & omnum Jabientum ſeniorum Councils, 
« & populorum totius Regni. But when we come to examine the Original, which is to be found in |! 


Sir Henry Spelman, who ſu ſpecs, and does not approve of it, and from whom the Author had it, 5 ak. 
I fear there will be little credit given to it. —lIt is as follows, viz. 8 


Ina, Rex Anglorum, qui electus fuerit in Regem per Angelum, & qui primo obtinuit Monarchiam p. zig. 
totius Regni bujus, poſt adventum Anglorum in Britanniam, primus enim Rex fuit coronatus Anglorum 
er Britonum fimul manentium in Britannia, poſt adventum Saxonum Ger maniæ; cepit enim in uxorem 


fuam Gaulam nomine propter quam vocata eft Wallia illa terra, qua quondam vocabatur Cambria; 


Bigamus enim fuit, cepit autem cum ultima uxore ſua Cambriam & Cornubiam, & Coronam bene 
dictam Britanniæ que fuit ultimo Cadwallado Regi Britannie : Et univerfi Angli qui tunc temporis 
extiterunt, uxores ſuas, ceperunt de Britonum genere; Britones uxores ſuas, de illuſtri ſanguine & 
genere Anglorum hoc eſt de genere Saxonum. Hoc znim ractum ruit E Commune Concilium 
ET ASSENSUM 0MNIUM EriscorPoRum, tT Paincirum, PrRoctRUM, ComiTUM; ET OMNIUM S- 
ENTUM," SENIORUM ET POPULORUM' TOTIUS Rx, ET PER PRECEPTUM Recis. Ins PREDICTI, 
Multi vero Angli ceperunt uxures ſuas, de ſanguine & genere Anglorum Germaniæ, & quidam Angli 
ceperunt uxores ſuas de ſanguine & genere Scotorum, proceres vero Scotorum, & Scoti fere omnes, ce- 
perunt uxores ſuas de optimo genere & ſanguine Anglorum Germaniæ; & ita fuerunt tunc temporis 
per uniuerſum Regnum duo in carne una, & taliter conſtituit rectum conjugium (& delevit fornica- 


tianem & immunditiem d Regno) & recta judicia pro ſtabilitate Regni, & confirmatione populorum, 


benigna ſedulitate, & tali modo fecti fuerunt gens una, & populus unus per uni ver ſum Regnum Bri- 
tanniæ miſeratione diuina. In Engliſh thus, 
Ina, King of the Engliſp, who was elected King by an Angel, and who firſt obtained the 


| Monarchy of this whole Kingdom, after the coming of the Engliſh into Britain, for he was the 


firſt crowned King of the Engliſb Britains, living together in Britain after the coming of the 
Saxons of Germany; for he married Gaula by name, from whom that land was called Wales, 
which was ſometimes-called Cambria; he was twice married, and had with his laſt Wife, Wales, 
a and the bleſſed Crown of Britain, which was Cadwallader's, the laſt King of Britain. And 
all 


a. 
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all the Engliſb to a man took their wives from the race of Britains ; and the Britains their-wives 
from the illuſtrious Blood and Stock of the Eng, that is, of the Stock of the Saxons. For this was 
done by the Common Council and Aſent of all the Biſhops, Princes, great Men, Earls, and of all the 
ni ſenen, Seniors, or Aldermen, and People of the wwhole Kingdom; and by the Command of King Ina 
aforeſaid. But many of the Engliſh married into the Blood and Race of the Engliſh of Germany ; 
and ſome Engliſh took their wives from the Blood and Stock of the Scots; but the great M of 
the Scots, and almoſt all the Scots took their wives from the beſt Stock and Blood of the Exg/i/> 
of Germany; and ſo there were at that time through the whole Kingdom, two in one fleſh ; and 
thus he conſtituted true Wedlock (and extirpated Fornication and Uncleanneſs out of the 
dom) and right Judgments, for the ſtability of the Kingdom, and confirmation of the People, by 
a kind care and diligence, and ſo 3 one Nation, and one — OI 
dom of Britain by Divine Mercy, 
The former, in theſe days, will hardly be believed; and the latter is aſſuredly falſe ; for Ina 
See Hif- was King of the Weft Saxons only, as is allowed by ſeveral of our beſt Hiſtorians ; therefore could 
Palas not hold a general Council of the whole Kingdom. 
by vl 278 There are ſeveral other Inſtances, which he cites to prove his aſſertion, in the times of the 
kc ©" Saxons : I ſhall only take notice of one of them; which is from the Britiſh Antiquities, of a 
P. 9 Council ſaid to be held 905, called Concilium magnum Epiſcoporum, Abbatum, fidelium, Proce- 
fol. 75 rum & populorum, in provincia Gerwiſorum (in illa parte Angliz que in Plaga aufirali fita eft flu- 
minis Thamefis) called by Plegmund, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, when it was ordained, That, 
inſtead of the Biſhops of Sherborne and Winton, there ſhould be five Biſhops created ; and there 
were ſeveral other Laws then made. But of this, little credit can be taken, whet the caſe of 
Vid. Me- the Synod, or Council, comes to be conſidered.— The occaſion of this Synod or Council was a 
"</- chiding and threatening letter from Pope Formeſus to King Edward—2ya de cauſa (ſaith the Au- 
f. 2». thor of the Britiſh Antiquities) Edwardus Rex Synodum prædictam nobilium Anglorum congregavit, 
poke MM cui prefidebat Plegmundus:— which explains the meaning of the title of the'Synod, viz. That 
ut {upra. the Bisnors, Assors, FrpEILIS, Procesxts zT PoruLvs, were all Noz EM and not the 
Commons, as Mr, Petyt infers. But this is not all, for even the Synod itſelf is doubted, for 
Onuphr, there never was but one Pope Formoſus, who died anno 895, ten years before this Synod 
Chr. Pont is ſaid to be called; which ſeems to deſtroy the credit of the letter. And as to the making of 
— the Laws, no Hiſtorian, that I have met with, has wrote of the Laws, or what they were; 
and if there was no ſuch letter, the proof of the Synod itſelf becomes, at leaſt, doubtful. -— 
That the Saxon Kings had their Wittena-Gemotes, or Common Councils of wiſe Men, many Hiſto- 
rians of credit agree; but whether they were of the ſame nature of our Parliaments, conſiſting of the 
King, Lords and Commons, ſeems to be very doubtful. However, if we admit all that the Au- 
thor has ſaid on this ſubject, it will not ſerve the purpoſe of proving that we have had thoſe Par- 
liaments from the Saxon times; becauſe the Conſtitution of this Country became greatly altered 
by the Congueſt ; of which I ſhall now proceed to write. 


Mr. Petyt ſeems aware of this objection ; and in order (0 guard againſt it, firſt raiſes a doubt 

upon the word Conqueror, and quotes an interpretation from Sir Henry Spelman, who writes in his 

Spelman's Gloſſary, Willielmus Primus Conqueſtor dicitur, quia Angliam conquifevit, i, e. acquifgvit (purchaſed) 
Tie dg non quod ſubegit. Though I have great a for the learned Author, I cannot but think 
queſtu. him miſtaken here: and as he has given no authority for his explanation; J ſhall chuſe much 
Cans. rather to agree with Cicero, who has made uſe of it coercere, and that puts an end to this affer-. 
Diction. tion. But Mr. Petyt chuſes not altogether to rely on this explanation, but grounds the claim 
either upon Inheritance, or Deviſe : to both of which I ſhall give theſe anſwyers As to the for- 

mer, it is grounded (as the Author of the Argumentum Antinormanicun hath it) upon his 
Couſin-· german to Edward the Confe 


effer and how that was, the ſame Author ſtates, vis. his Fa- 
ther's Aunt Emma was Siſter to Richard the Second Duke of Normandy, Queen, firſt, to King 

| Ethelred, afterwards to Knute, and Mother to Edward the Confeſſor ; by which there ſeems no 
ground for his being either Couſin- or Heir to King Edward—Nay,: had that been the 

caſe, there would have been no occafion for the Deviſe, which he quotes from Marrbe Paris in theſe 
words Dicitur tamen, quod Beatus Edwardus, cu quod berede caruit, Regnum legavit Wilkelmo 
Baſtardo Duci Normanicerum,. and ſays no more: whereas Matthew Paris goes on, Sed. robore 
caruiſſe aſſeritur ; quia hoc fecit in lacto lethah, & fine Bazonacn ſui communi afſenſu ,- which 

laſt words do not only void the Devi/e, but ſerve to explain the words of Malmſbury upon the 

ſame occaſion ; who writes— Abſque general; Senatus & Populi corventu & edid e. 

I ſhall only add to theſe what Pictavius writes this matter, His words are 
fol. 200. Whoever attends to his actions, as drawing his army about W:fminfter-Abby on the day, and 
e the time of his coronation, his building fortreſſes and caſtles within the city of London,” and 

" placing Norman garriſons and French governors or caftellancs in the caſtles in the country, and 
giving them great cſtates, his carrying the chief of the Eng#f nobility with him as hoſtages 
« into Normandy (which was butan bonoutable impriſonment) and his dictating laws, cannot but 
| « believe 
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te believe he intended to rule as a Conqueror, and by the Sword, from the very beginning.“ 
From all theſe I ſhall conclude (notwithſtanding the explanation of the word Congue/t by Sir 
Henry Spelman, whereby he makes it ſignify Purchaſe) that he was (as he has been always called) 

a Conqueror, ſeized the Kingdom, and had 4 in his power. 

This being the caſe, I am next to examine how he governed, cr rather how he fixed his 
rules of government ; and for this purpoſe, I ſhall confine myſelf only to what Mr. Selden ſays, Tit. hon. 
from Heveden, on the occaſion. In the year 1070 (the year wherein he firſt brought chess“ 
Biſhops and Abbots to the tenure of Barony) Concilio Baronum ſuorum fecit Jummonert, per uni- 
ver ſos conſulatus Arglie, Anglos nobiles et ſapientes et ſua lege eruditos ut corum et jura ct conſuetu- 
dines ab ipſis audiret, and twelve were returned out of every County, who ſhewed what the 
cuſtoms of the Kingdom were ; which, being written by the hands of Aldred Archbiſhop of 
York, and Hugh Biſhop of London, were, with the aſſent of the ſame Barons, for the moſt 
part, confirmed in that aſſembly, which was the Parliament of that time: and this appears alſo 
by the ſtiles of theſe Councils or Parliaments in the ſame, and the following Reign. 

I ſhall mention two inſtances:—In the Charter of that King to the Canons of Durhom he wrote— 9,7 0s 
Hæc carta confirmata eſt apud Weſtmonaſterium in Concilio meo anno regni 18, præſentibus "OR 
omnibus Episcop is ef BARON1BUS mers. _ 

Anno 1096, or 1099—Cum de flatu regni alurus Rex Episcoros, ABBATEs, et quoſyue regni; e 
PROCERES, in unum præcepti ſui ſanttione egiſſet. But in King Henry I. time, Matthew Parisi. Wi 
has given us a very remarkable proof Lagam Regis Edwardi vobis reddo cum illis emendationi- 1, Sr 
bus, quibus pater meus eam emendavit confilio Baronum ſuorum ; in reſpect, as I apprehend, what E.. U on,. 
was formerly mentioned to be done by the Conqueror in his Council, 1070 : upon which I ſhall as 10 — 
only obſerve, that this King gave them King Edward's Laws amended by the Cogueror in his 
Council of Barons; and takes no notice of the Commons ſummoned to be a pre of it ; which 

gives grounds to apprehend, that they only preſented to the Barons what were the Laws, which 

the Barons altered, or confirmed, as they pleaſed, 

In 1138, Rex Anglorum Stephanus &c. tenuit Concilium Northamptonia, cut prafedebat See Ap- 
Turſtinus Eboracenſis Axcnixriscorus, EpiscoPr, ABBATEs, ComiTEs, BARones, NoB1LEs, j.", 4 
C&c.—-Tempore Hen. II. Cum quis itaque infra aſſiſam Domini Regis, i. e. infra tempus a Domino R. * 
de Concilio Proce rum ad hoc conſtitutum. About making a law for eſtabliſhing the trval and re- 2 


cognition of Novel Diſciſin. 6 17275 — 
Anno 1162 —-Apud Clarendunam coram Rege et eme Anno 1189 - Nicardus Rex. 1. 
Angliæ et Comites, et Barones ſui qui crucem ſuſceferant &c, 248. 


Anno 1194 —3°fꝗ Ric. 11. Richardus Rex celebravit Concilium apud Nottingham, cui ' inter fuerunt * Hoveden, 
Alienora Regina mater ejus, Archiepiſcepi, Epiſcopi, Comites, &c. _ 

Anno 1204—11 craſtino Circumciſionis convenerunt ad colloquium apud Oxoniam Rte x et Mac- Alas Paris 
NATES Anglia, ubi conceſſa ſunt Regi auxilia militaria, &c. | Oy 

Anno 1 2 24—Convenerunt ad colloquium apud Northampton. Rex cum Arcnizriscoprs, Eriscopts, ibid. 320, 
Commipus, Baroniaus, ef ALIIS MULTIS de regni negotits tractaturi. 

In the 44th of Henry III. I find the Cloſe-roll thus entitled— Anno ab incarnatione Domini Re. Cl.44 
1259 regni autem Henrici Regis filii Regis Jobannis 44 convenientibus apud Maſimonaſterium in © A ON 
guindend Sancti Michaelis %% Domino Rege et Magnatibus ſuis in communt concilio et conſeſſu diclo- 
rum Regis et Magnatum factæ ſunt provifiones ſubſcriptæ. 

From all theſe there do not appear any proofs of the Commons being ſummoned to. theſe 
Councils or Parliaments; nor do I meet with any ſuch until the 49th of Henry III. when Si- 
mon Montfort, Earl of Leiceſter, having the King and Prince of Wales in his power, iſſued the 
following Writs, in the King's name, for calling a Parliament, in which Knights of the Shire 
were directed to be choſen. - The Writ here follows, viz. | 

| Rex Vicecomiti Salop et Stafford ſalutem. Cum Prælatos, Magnates, et Nubiles regni noſtri, tam ci. 49. 
pro negotia liberationts Edwardi primo-geniti noftri, et ſecuritate inde facienda, quam pro aliis com- = IL 
anunitatem regnt noſtri tangentibus, nuper vocari fecimus quod eſſent ad nos London in quindena Sancti "4 
Hilarii proxime preterita, nobiſcum ſupra bis tractaturi, et Tibi ficut alits Vicecomttibus noſtris per 
Angliam preceperimus quod de utroque comitatu predictorum, ad nos venire faceres ad predictos diem 
er locum, duos de di "Cretieribus, et legatioribus militibus eorundem comitatuum, nobiſcum et cum pre- 
dictis Magnatibus, ex parte communitate comitatuum illorum ſuper premiſſis tractaturos, et conſilium 

ſuum impenſuros, ac de partibus predictis juxta mandatum noſtrum, ibidem non venerint, aliqui mi- 
lites, ſuper quo miramur quamplurimum, et movemur, Tibi precipimus iterate firmter injungentes, 
quod dictos milites ad nos venire facias. Ita quod modis omnibus fint ad nos, a feſto cathedræ Sancti 
Petri, in quindecim dies, ubi tum fuerimus in Anglia, nobiſcum et cum Magnatibus qui ſunt de confilto 
noſtro, ſuper premiſſis negotiis locuturi, et ita te habeas in hoc mandato noſtro exequendo, quod pro de- 


Nl tui, ad te minime capere debeamus. Teſte Rege apud Weſtm. 23 die Feb, 


This is the firſt Summons I have met with of Knights of the Shire, which ſeems to ſuit with,,,,,,,,, 
the preſent « form ; and it carries great nn. that it is the firſt of the kind, becauſe the firſts Key, 0. 
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Writ de expenſe s militum (which appears) was for the Knights choſen for this dune and 
even then it is alſo to be obſerved, that it was called by Montfort, who was in fact governor 
of the Realm; nay, the Parliament itſelf had the denomination of Mont fort's Parliament. 
See Rot, But, after the defeat of Montfort, the King, being then his own maſter, called another Par- 
Pat. 49. liament in the ſame year conſiſting only of the Barons, without ſummoning the Commons : nor 
Henry III. 
u. 9 Don. do they appear to be ſummoned again during his reign. 
Edward I. proceeded in the ſame manner without ſummoning the Commons, until his 18th 
0 of year, when he iſſued the following fummons to the ſeveral Sheriffs, to ſummon two Knights of 
to Paarli. the Shire. - 
16 l. Edwardus, Dei gratia, Rex Angliæ, Dominus Hiberniæ, & Dux Aguitaniæ Vicecomiti Weſt- 
morlandiæ ſalutem, Cum per CoMITEsS, BARON ES, & QUOSDAM AL10s de PROCERIBUS regni 
noſdri, nuper fuiſſemus ſuper quibuſdam $PECIALITER REQUIS1TI, ſuper quibus, tam cum Isis, 
quam cum AL11S de COMIT ATIBUS regni illius CoLLoguiumM babere volumus ef TRACTATUM, 
Tibi precipimus, quod Duos vel TREs de diſcretioribus, et ad laborandum potentioribus militibus, de 
Comitatu predicto fine dilation? EL1G1, et eos ad Nos efque We /{monafterrum vemre facias, ita quod 
Int ibidem, a die Sancti Jobannis Bapt, prox. futur. in tres ſeptimanas ad ultimum, cum plena 
poteſtate pro ſe et Communitate Comitat. predicti, ad CONSULENDUM ef CONSEN TIENDUM, pro ſe 
et Communitate illa, 11s quæ CoMITEs, BARONEs, et PROCERES prædicti, tunc duxerint concor- 
danda, et habeas ibi hoc breve, T. meipſo apud Weſtmonaſt. 14 die Jun. anno regni noſtri 18, 
On the 8th of Ociober, in the 22d of the ſame reign, the following Writ was iſſued to the 
Sheriff of each County, to elect two Knights of the Shire. 
Rex Vic. Northumbr. ſaluten. Quia cum Comitibus, Baronibus, et ceteris Mag natibus de regno 


8. E noſtro ſuper quibuſdam negotiis arduis nos et idem regnum nofirum contingentibus, in craft. Sancti 


5 Dorſo. Martini prox. futur. apud Weſtm. colloquium habere volumus et tractatum. Tibi precipimus quod 


eligt facias duos Milites de diſcretioribus, et ad laborandum Potentioribus de Com. prædicto, et eos ad 
Nos uſque Weſt. venire facias. Ita quod. ſint tibi in Craſtino prædicto, cum plend poteſiate pro ſe et 
told Communitate, Com. prædicti, ad conſulend. et conſentiend. pro fe et Communitate ills, hiis que Co- 
mites, Barones, et Proceres prædicti concorditer ordinaverint in premiſſis. Et ita quod pro defectu 
poteſtatis, Bua nodi idem negotium igfectum non remaneat, et habeas ibi hoc . Tele Rege 
apud Meſtm. 8 die Octebr. 

On the very next day he iſſues another Writ for electing two more Knights for each 
befides thoſe before mentioned; ſo that each County was repreſented by four Knights. 

The Writ is as follows, vis. 

Rex Vic. Nortbumberl. Salutem. Cum nuper tibi præceperimus quod duos Milites 4 — ef 

ad laborandum potentioribus ejuſd. Comitat, de conſenſu ejuſdem eligi. Et eos ad nos uſque Weſim. in Craft. 

Sancti Martini prox. ſuluro, cum plend poteſtate pro ſe et tat& (ummunitate ejuſd. Com. venire faceres, 
ad conſulend. et conſentiend. pro ſe et Communitate illi biis que Comites, Barones, er Proceres de regno 
noſtro in dicto Craſtino ordinabunt, Tibi præcipimus fir miter injungentes quod prater illos duos Milites 
eligi facias alios puos Miiirss legales er ad laborandum potentes et eos und cum picTrs puozus Mi- 
litibus uſque Weſtm. venire facias, ita quod in ditto C aſtino ſint ibidem ad audiend. et faciend. quod 
eis ibidem pleniùs inyunGamus. Et boc nulla modo omittas. Et habeas ibi loc breve. Teſte Rege 
apud Weſim. g die Oftobris, 

Theſe may be ſaid to be really the firſt free Writs for electing Knights of the Shire; for tho? 
that of the 49th of Henry III. runs in the King's name, it is very apparent, that it was a meaſure 
of his Miniſter, or rather Governor, and ſuch as the King ſoon ſhewed his diſlike to, by returning 
to the former method in the very ſame year, as I have already obſerved: nor is there mention 
made of any Summons for Cities or Boroughs. 

Gordon, In the Parliaments of the 18th and 22d of this King, the Lords and Commons met niches to 
"#9* hear the cauſes of calling the Parliament; and when that was declared, they ſeparated to conſider, 
and debate, a part of the matters given in charge. The Commons then were only the Knights of 
the Shire; but in the year following the Writs were, not only for electing two Knights of the 
Shire, but alſo two Citizens for each City, and two Burgeſſes for each Borough, within the re- 
ſpective Counties. The Writ here follows. 
|- 33- Rex Vicecumiti Northampton, ſalutem. Quia cum Camitibus, Baronihus, et. cureris Proceribus 
4: Dorls. regni naſtri ſuper remediis contra pericula que eidem regno hits diebus imminent pruvidendum, collo- 
guium batere volumus, et tractatum per quod eis mandavimes quod fint ad Nos die dominica proximo 
poſt: feſtum Suncti Martini in byeme proxtmo futurum, apud Moeſtminſter ad tractandum, ordinandum 
et faciendum, qualiter ſic bisiuſimodi fericula ob vi andum, ribi precipimus firmiter injungentes, quod de 
Comitatui pre dicid. duos Milites et de qualibet civitate ejuſdem Comitatus duos ci ves, et de quolibet burgo © 
duos Burgenſes, de diſeretioribus et ad. laborandum. potentioribus, fine: dilatzone eligi, et eos ad Nos 
ad prædictos diem et locum venire facias, ita quod dicti Milites pienam et ſuſſicientem poteſtatem pro ſe 
er Cmmuxitate Gomitatus præedicti, et diffi Crues et Burgenſes pro ſe, et Communitate, G uitatum, 
e nee * ab ih tune ibidem habeant ad faciendum quad amc de 
communi 
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communi conſilio ordinabitur in præmiſſit, ita quod pro defectu hujuſmodi poteſtatis negotium præ- 
diftum infectum non remaneat quoguo modo, et habeas ibi nomina Militum, Civium, Burgenſium, 
et hoc breve. Teſte Rege apud Cantuariam tertio die Octobris. 

Beſides, upon all theſe Writs it is further to be obſerved, that the Writ of the 49th of 
Henry III. is only ad tra#and. et cunſulend. but thoſe of the 18th, 2 2d. and 2 3d. are ad conſu- 
lend. et conſentiend. which is very material, the word conſentiend. giving the legiſlative power. 

But Mr. Petyt has wrote, that Gtigens and Burgeſſes were expreſly ſummoned, as part of the 
Parliament in the 16th year of the reign of King John : I ſhall give it the Reader in the Author's 
own words ; and, after making a few obſervations thereupon, leave to him the validity of the 
aſſertion. They are as follow, vig. 

“That the great Cities and Boroughs of the Kingdom (not ſo numerous then, as after, pes 
* and now) in the 6th of King John, before the granting of his Magna Charta, or rather con- * 
* firming the antient laws in his 17th year at Runningmead, did ſend their Proxies and Repre- mons, p. 


tt ſentatives, to the Commune Concilium Regni, or Parliament.” This aſſertion he voucheth from“ 
the following Record, viz. | | 


Rex Baronibus, Militibus, & omnibus fidelibus totius Angliæ ſalutem ; ſciatis, quod die Martis Rot. Pat. 
prox. ante -ſuſcepimus literas Domini Pape in partibus Pictaviæ de Relaxatione inter didli , 7 5 8 
Angliæ, quas diſtinavi mus venerabili P. Winton, Epiſcopo juſtic” noſtro, & vos rogamus atlentius a. m. 2. 
tanguam dilectos, & fideles noſtros quorum dileclioni & fidelitati plene confidimus quatenus ſecundum 
quod idem Epiſcopus vobis diceret Confilium & Auxilium veftrum ad honorem noftrum & veſtrum, & 
ſtatum Regni nor: melius communicandum efficaciter ſuper hoc apponatis ut vobis modo ad uberiores 
teneamur gratiarum Actłiones. Et ut dilect. quam hattenus erga nos habuiſtis in hoc merito noflrum | 
i feert literas naſtras ſuper hoc tranſmiſſemus, ſed ut negotium illud, quod & nobis & vobis ad commodum 


0 

; 

1 cedet & honorem & majori expediretur feſtinatione has literas, &c. T. meipſo apud Rupellam ſexto die 
4 Marti. | ; 
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Of the above Record, he gives the following account, viz. © That the King being in partibus 
& tranſmarinis, writes, Majori & Baronibus London. Majori & probis bominibus Winton, Exon, 


' Northampt. MWorceſter. Lincoln. Cantab. Ebor. Hunt, Oxon. Briſiol. Ghuc. Norwich. Heref. and 


e « all the great Boroughs of the Demeſnes of the King, giving them account of his proceedings 

« and ſucceſſes in his war againſt the French; and that the Pope had, by his letters, releaſed the 

7 te Interdict, under which the Kingdom then lay; which the King had then ſent to Peter Biſhop of 
. ; cc 


Minton, Chief Juſtice of England; and therefore deſired, that they would believe what the 


* Biſhop ſhould ſpeak to them, that Conſilium & Auxilium veſirum ad honorem neſtrum & veſtrum, 
ef & flatum Regni noſftri in melius communicandum efficaciter ſuper hoc apponatis; and that, majori 
f. | ic feſtinatione expediretur.“ That he wrote in the ſame manner to William Earl Marſhall, and to 
5, all the Earls, Barons, and Magnatibus Angliæ, &c. 
70 Upon this affertion, writ, or letter, and the above account thereof I would obſerve, that the 5.7 p.16 
es Author himſelf admits the writ to be general; that it mentions no time or place for meeting or 
1 coming to Parliament, or the great Council, the King referring that, as he ſuppoſed, to his Re- 
od gent, or Chief Juſtice here. And then argues that it could not be intended that the Biſhop of 
ge Wincheſter, being then Chief Juſtice of England, ſhould go from County to County, City to 
City, Borough to Borough, or, as our Churchwardens do, from Houſe to Houſe, rogare Conſi- 
um et Auxilium (the proper buſineſs of a Parliament) to deſire and entreat for their Counſel and 
Ire- Aid, &c. | 
ng Theſe are almoſt the Author's own words; how far they will ſatisfy the Reader, that this 
on letter or writ was a ſummons of a Parliament, he will determine. 
But firft let it be conſidered, that there were but fourteen Cities and Towns named, beſide 
to the Boroughs of the King's Demeſnes : No writ, or letters, to any Sheriffs of Counties to ſum- 
er, mon Knights of the Shire; nor any authority given them to do any act which was to be binding 
of to the whole Kingdom. Theſe certainly are objections to the Author's Aſſertion, and deſerve con- 
the fideration, However, it is not to be reſted here; IT muſt not omit the account Mr, Petyt, from 
re- Selden, gives of this Parliament called in the 16th year of King John, which ſeems not to have been 9d. 10. - 
| ſummoned in the manner he has ſet forth, though for the very purpoſe contained in the letter, H 
bus or writ, The Anthor's words are theſe, viz. © In the year before the Charter (which was fol. 537. | 
4 « an. 16 Job.) the Author of Eulbgium ſays, that Convocatum eft Parliamentum Londoniis, præ-e . | 
1,0 t ſidente Archiepſcopo, cum toto clero & tota ſecta laicali ; wherein, per Domini Pape praceptum, | 
* « 7lla obli gariv quam Rex Domino Pape fecerat cum fidelitate & homagio relaxatur omnind, 7e die | 
| 4 ſulii.“ | 
rgo Upon this it is to be obſerved, that this Parliament never fat until the 7th of July, in the 16th 
Nos year of King John : That the writ mentioned, bears date the 6th and 8th of March in the cloſe 
7 ſe of his 1 5th year: This, the Author fays, may be occaſioned by croſs winds, hindering the let- 
um, ters being bronght over. But then it was held before the Acbbiſbep, and not the Biſhop of Min- 
- de cbeſler; and it conſiſted of the whole Chrgy and Laity ; not a few Cities and Towns: all which 


'S 


make 


— — 
* — — 


— ui —ẽp — —bPGhb— — 


— —ä 
* 


— 
3 apes > << ww ate muy 
* 


— — — — ³Atn . — 8 
es — wy —_ rr I 
Pe 8 
C * * 


— — 
= - 


6 
— 
* 


Lv * 
* 
wc 


Petyt, p. 1 


Sce ante, 


The P Ri EI FA CE. 2 


make it doubtful, at leaſt, a thoſe Cities, Towns and Boroughs, were ſummoned to meet in 
Parliament, to make or conſent to laws binding the Publick, no ſuch laws appearing to have 
been then made. Therefore, it rather ſeems to me to be a letter wrote to thoſe great Perſons, 
Cities and Towns, to acquaint them with the ſituation of the King's affairs, and to deſire their 
advice and contribution for his aſſiſtance. But this I leave to my Reader to determine. 

Having thus taken notice of the proofs advanced by the Author to prove his aſſertion, that 
the Freemen or Commons of England (as now called and diſtinguiſhed from the great Lords) were 
an eſſential part of the Parliament before the 49th of Henry III. I beg leave to remark, 

That, as it doth not ſeem to appear by any one Record cited, that ever there was any 
Election, or Return, of any Member, or particular Body of the Commons (except thoſe twelve re- 
turned out of each, County, to inform the Conqueror and his Barons what were the laws of the 
Land, as hath already been taken notice of;) and that only one inſtance has been offered by the 
learned Author, of ſummoning Citizens and Burgeſſes; and not one produced of ſummoning 
Knights of the Shire; I am therefore ſtrongly inclined to think, that Knights of the Shire were firſt 
ſummoned in the 49th of Henry III. and Citizens and Burgeſſes in the 23d of Edward J. 

Thus, I apprehend, the Repreſentative of the people, as now conſtituted, firſt became; and, 
as at this time, the Parliament firſt conſiſted of King, Lords, Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes. 

To aſcertain this fact; there is one obſervation deſerves regard, which is the Writ for ſum- 
moning the Convocation in the 2 3d year of Edward I. which altered the former methods, vig. 
by ſummoning the whole body of the Clergy by their r ———— The Writ is very par- 
ticular, and is as follows, 

Rex venerabili in Chriſto Patri R. eadem gratia Cantuarienſi Archiepiſcopo, totins Arglie Pri- 
mati, ſalutem; ficut lex juſtiſſima provida circumſpectione ſacrorum Principum ſtabilita, hortatur, et 
ſlatuit, ut quod omnes tangit, ab omnibus approbetur ; fic et innuit, evidenter, ut communibus periculis, 
per remedia proviſa communiter obvietur ; ſane ſatis noftris, et jam eſt ut credimus per uni ver ſa 


mundi climata divulgatum, qualiter Rex Franciæ de terra noſtra Vaſconiæ nos fraudulenter, et cau- 


teloſe decepit, cam nobis nequiter detinendo. Nunc vero prædictis fraude, et nequitia, non contentus, 
ad expugnationem regni noſtri claſſe maxima, et bellatorum copioſa multitudine congregatts, cum quibus 
regnum noſtrum et regni ejuſdem incolas hoſtiliter jam invaſit, linguam Anglicam fi concepræ iniquitatis 
propoſito deteſtabili poteſtas correſpondeat, (quod Deus avertat) omnino de terra delere proponit. Nuia 
rgitur praviſa jacula minus lædunt, et res veſtra maxime ſicut cæterorum ni ejuſdem convi vium. 
agitur, in bac parte vobis mandamus in fide et dilectione quibus nobis renemini, fir miter injungentes, 
quod Die Dominica proxima poſt feſlum Sancti Martini in byeme proxi mo futurum, apud Weſtminſter 
per ſonaliter interfitis, Præmunientes Priorem et Capitulum Eccleſia veſtræ, Archidiaconum totum- 
gue Clerum veſtræ Dizcefis, facientes quod iidem Prior et Arcbidiaconi in propriis perſenis ſuis, et 
dictum Capitulum per unum, idemque Clerus per duos procuratores ideneos, plenam et ſufficientem poteſta- 
tem ab ipſis Capitulo, et Clero, habentes, una vobiſcum interſint, modis omnibus, tunc ibidem, ad trac- 
tandum, ordinandum, et faciendum, nobiſcum, et cum ceteris Pralatis et Proceribus, et uliis incolis 
regni noſtri, qualiter hujuſmodi periculis et excogitatis e Wann, Tefte "oy goo Wenge- 
ham triceſimo die Septembris. | 

The reaſon given in this Writ for the ſummoning the * of the Clergy is, 3 — 
That which concerns all, ſhould be approved by all; from — it plainly appears, that the King 


Brady of was determined to have a thorough Repreſentative of the Nation; and Doctor Brady has 


34 


ibid., 35. 


Boroughs, grounded the ſummoning the Citizens and Burgeſſes on the ſame maxim. 


Having thus laid before my Reader theſe ſeveral Collections from Hiſtory, and Records, 
regard to the inſtitution of the National Repreſentative ; my Reader will not, I hope, think it it 
impertinent, if J ſhould make a few obſervations upon the laſt general Writ for . 
Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes. 

The Writ directs #9 Knights to be choſen out of each County, tuo Citizens out of each 
City, and t100 Burgeſſes out of each Borough. The Counties were well known, and had 
been long aſcertained : But the Sheriffs had it left to their diſcretion, as to the Cities and Boroughs. 
They were the Dominici Qvitates, and Burgi Regis, viz. ſuch as had Charters from the King, and 
paid a fee-farm-tent in lieu of the cuſtoms, and other advantages and royalties, that belonged to 
the Crown: But theſe not being named in the Writ, the Sheriffs took great liberties, either by 
ſummoning ſuch'as had 0 rigbt, and omitting others, who ue to have been ſummoned : This 
aroſe from the nature of the inſtitution. 

The Repreſentative of the Nation in Parliament was then a burden to the people, the Eleted 
being paid by their Electers; nor doth it appear, that the Repreſentatives, at that time, had any 
ADVANTAGE more than their #ages. Cities and Boroughs were therefore not fond of returning Re- 
preſentatives to Parliament; and it was reckoned: A PRIVILEGE ro BE EXEMPTED. This cauſed 
the Sheriffs to act in a very partial and arbitrary manner, and out of pique to return many poor Bo- 


_.roughs, who were not able to pay their Repreſentatives ; and to omit others, who were able, in order 


#0 ſhew favour towards them, This became a very great grievance ; inſomuch, that in the ſe- 


cond 


che Power of Elation. 


tion were antiently returnable there: 
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cond of Richdrd It. a law was made to hinder theſe arbitrary proceedings: But it proved 3 


effectual; ſo that ſeveral Boroughs were, by Charter from the Crown, exempted, others were left ©; || 


out, and not taken notice of by the Sheriff; many of which have, ſince the Reformation, been reſtored. 
Upon the whole, it is very clear, that the Commons have obtained the privilege; and arc be- 
cone an equal part of the with the Lords; and, I hope, will never want the ſpirit 
to ſupport it: but ſhould any one ſtill inſiſt, that there was from the beginning a National Re- 
of the Commons, who have made laws, and governed this Country, I would refer 
them to Mr. Petyt's and Doctor Brady's Tracts ; wherein they will find the matter diſcuſſed at Pers | 
large, and both agree, that, in the 23d of Eauard I. King, Lords, and Commons, (vi. i pg Fre 
Citizens, and Burgeſſes) were the conſtituent parts of the Legiſhature. Let them trace 795%, an 
the Hiſtories of this Country, and they will find, that they have ſo continued from that time to Atte 
the grand Rebellion in 164.1 :-——And paſſing over theſe times to 1660, let them ſee the De- 
elaration of the whole Kingdom“ That, according to the antient and fundamental laws of Lord's 


* this , the Government is, and ought to be, by Kino, Lords, and Commons,” Let Eg 


them, I ſay, ſeriouſly conſider theſe things; and they will agree, that this form of Government 100. 
Wants no ar 


to ſupport it: It is as antient as the Days. of Freedom, and a perpetual monument 


of throwing off the Yoke of the Conqueror, abohſhing the Tyranny of the Barons, and the Redemption 
of the People from Slavery. 
There yet remains another matter, which ſeems proper for the introduction of this Work, VIS, 
the Original of Election, of which I ſhall now endeavour to give an account. 
The Knights of the Shire were at firſt elected by the Commonalty of the County, which is Inſt; 2. 


Een by Lord Coke, to be the Freeholders in general ; and theſe, by the ſtatute of Henry vr VI. 
VI. are declared and reſtrained to Freeholders of forty ſhillings yearly. m. 39. 


The original method of Election for Cities and Boroughs was either in the Commonalty at large, 
or reſtrained to particular bodies of men within the ſame, who contributed to the charge: And 
1 apprehend, where the Boroughs were of the King's demeſnes, all ſuch as were the King's Te- 
nants, or paid the King any acknowledgment, were the Electors; and where a Diſtrict was made 
a Borough, E at large were liable to the charge; and in them was veſted 


In Boroughs incorporate, the Body- corporate were only fable, and had only the Right of Elec- 
tien: And I conceive, where it was in the Community at large, and the poorer ſort joined not in 
the payment of the expences, thoſe, who paid, only became a ſelect body, and have voices in 
the Election of the es ; from whence aroſe the Right of Election by Inhabitants pay- 
ing ſcot and lot: and from the alienation of the King's demeſnes, the Owners or Poſſeſſors of thoſe 
Tenements retain the right (their Predeceſſors being the original Burgeſſes) and is what we now call 
Burgage-tenure, As to other Boroughs, which now elect by Inhabitants at large, I conjecture, 
they were ſuch as always contributed to the wages, . as long as the wages were paid; and, though 
they do not now pay, they found their claim upon the payment of their Anceſtors, 

The reſtored Boroughs had no Right of Election ſettled upon their reſtoration, and therefore 
ſeem to have been left to their antient Rights, But I muſt obſerve one thing, viz. In all de- 
terminations, the proved uſage has been looked upon to be the right: And though it has been called 
PRESCRIPTION, it ſeems to be very ranked under that denomination ; for in many 
caſes, ſeveral different methods of Election have been proved, and the Houſe has taken upon them 

to determine upon the uſage. 

There have alſo been, ſince the Reformation, ſeveral Boroughs, which have privilege of Re- 
preſentation in Parliament n to them by Charter: And upon the words of theſe Charters the 


Right of Election depends. 


Having given theſe ſhort Memoirs * the Commons attained, I hope it will not be i improper to 


add a few words how they have preſerved thoſe Rights, or in what manner diſputes concerning 
Elections were originally determined; which will be a Juſtification of the contents of this Work. 
Petitions, and Conteſts, concerning Elections, began in the time of King Edward III. See Las. 


and were originally to the King (after in the King) in Parliament, becauſe all points of Elec- C 


Count 
But in the 7th of King Henry IV. a ſtatute was made, | 
that they ſhould be returned into Chancery; wherefore, upon the common maxims of the Execu- Stat. 5. 
tion of Writs being to be examined by the power from whence they iſſued, the Great Seal aſſumed or Hm IV. 
claimed a juriſdiction in theſe matters, which, through being wrongfully ſubmitted to, in ſome 


caſes, cauſed many diſputes : But in the 29th of Queen Elizabeth, in the caſe of the Nor folk 2 
Election, the — Seal ſubmitted. 


ſame Reign, which are inſerted at large in theſe collections; from whence it will appear, that the 


Journal. 


There were alſo ſeveral caſes of the like nature in the 


Great Seal hath ſubmitted to the claim of the Commons in this reſpect. 
But, ſomewhat further may be neceſſary: though it is ſhewn, that the Great Seal hath no power, 


the next queſtion will be to examine, how the Commons came to claim it; they being only a part 
of the Parliament, and the n antient — being chat the determination ought to be in Par- 


See the 
caſe of 
Goodwin 
and For- 
te/. ue. 
1604, 
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lament, vis. before the King, and both Houſes. To this it is Ji as Wb Houle of Peers 
( whoſe Writs -are returnable in like manner) without conſulting the Commons, have always ta- 
ken upon them to determine the Rights of Peerage, as a matter of privilege, .in which the Com- 
mons had no concern: The Commons therefore, for the ſame reaſon, took upon.themſelves to 
judge of their Elections; and in their repreſentation to King James I. upon this ſubject, ſet forth. 
That, though they were but part of a: body, as to make new laws, yet, for any matter of privileges of 
their Houſe, they were, and ever have been, a Court of themſelves of ſufficient power to diſcern and de- 
termine without their Lordſbips, as their Lordſhips have always uſed to do for theirs without them. 
But I will venture. to add a word or two more, which, I think, will make this matter ſtill 
clearer,——By the words of the Writ, the Commons are called ad traftand. ordinand. Ce. 
This, certainly, makes them equally a part of the Legiſlature with the Lords, a veſts them 
with equal power with the Earls, Barons, and great Men of the = 
The way, to know what theſe powers are, is, to examine what has been — 5 And. I 


apprehend, it will appear, that the Lords, in matters of privilege, have always claimed a ſole 


right of judging, diſtin, from the Commons, without any particular power given them by the 
Writ ſo to do.— The Commons are upon the ſame foundation, and have uſage to warrant their 
claim; which, in this caſe, ſeems ſufficient, and has always, when conteſted, been ſubmitted to. 

The method of proceeding has been various: but the final determination always by the whole 
Houſe, Committees of Privileges and Elections have been very antient; the firſt Journals taking 
notice of them: In theſe it has been uſual to examine the Merits, ſtate the Evidence, and lay it 
before the Houſe for their determination. 

Other Elections have alſo been, and till are, heard at the Bar, and determined by the. whole 
Houſe. The Witneſſes are not ſworn : but, if they give a falſe or e Evidence, they 
are puniſhed by impriſonment. 

But my Reader will obſerve, that my notions of the original manner of Election, though 3 
founded in a great meaſure upon conjecture, are very reaſonable ; and in ſeveral inſtances have 
been the meaſure of the following determinations. Some, indeed, have differed in this particu- 
lar; how far juſtifiable, let the Reader judge from the Evidence, which I have ſet down for that 

urpoſe. But as the Statute of the ſecond of the preſent King has enaQted the laſt determina- 
tion of the Houſe of Commons to be final: And as conſtructions of the meaning of the: words 
of that determination haye, in ſome caſes, already been, and, in future times, others may be, 
attempted to be explained, I thought it might be of ſome uſe to ſee the Evidence, upon which the 
Reſolution was made; ſo that every one concerned may inform his judgment, do mm the 
parties, and act conſcientiouſly. on the occaſion. dn. 

This may be one ſtep towards having a legal and fair Repreſentative of the 3 
ment; which will add Dignity and Weight to its proceeding. There is alſo another benefit which 
may ariſe from theſe collections, and which every no EST, s RIOus, and CuR IST IAR BRITON, 
muſt heartily wiſh for. The Publick will fee, how odious and loathſome Br1Bzxy. and Con- 
RUPTION were in the eyes of our forefathers—— They. will {ee the juſt indignation ſhewn, in 
many caſes, by the Houſe of Commons upon complaints of this ſort—They will ſee the con- 
ſtruction, which that Houſe formerly put upon the laws {againſt TREATING ; and how difficult 
it was to evade the Mg ANING of laws, | tg prevent crimes of this kind. ut 1314324458 

This may, perhaps, terrify, Candidates, Agents, and Electors, from dig in thoſe indirect 
practices; which, if not put a ſtop to, neither the antiquity of Parliaments, nor the greateſt, ſo- 
lemnity they may be attended with, will be lopked won; 25 4 1 * the en ang. muſt 
therefore become a general ſcandal, . | a hol til. cia tts dr 

I have now ſhewn my Reader my fits "ot upon Das it was founded. . If, from my la- 
bours, good may enſue, or the Publick reap, any benefit, I ſhall think myſelf rr in \ being the 
inſtrument; and not to mol, but 1 o Gomes GLVE, ux (FLORV.. | 263 Was £154 Wat & bs 
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ABINGDON. 


HIS. borough is wichia the conan of 
Berks; was i and cnabled to 
ſend one burgeſs to parliament, by char- 
2242 _— 


f : 


is to be defied; and the opinion 
of the committee that Sir Jokn Lenthall is duly re- 


rough, that, upon examination of the fact, the 
queſtion appeared to be, whether the word burgen/ee, 
mentioned in the charter, extends to the inhabitants 
of opinion, they do extend to the inhabiranes; and 
that, two of the electors, who were 
aliens, and four and fifry, who received relief in 
the town, and are ſtanding almſmen there, Sir George 
Stonehouſe, baronet, had a greater number of voices 
than Sir John Lenthall, and that therefore the faid 
Sir George Stonehouſe is duly elected, and ought to 
fit in the houſe : whereto the houſe agreed; and the 
return was amended by the clerk of the crown. 
Ordered, that the mayor of this borough forth- 
with ſtand committed to the ſerjeant at arms attend- 
ing this houſe, till further order, in reſpect of his 
ing to give his attendance for amending the 
return for this borough according to the direction 
given by the committee for privi 
20 ch. John Mayott, the mayor, n 
was | 
. 26th of January, 1688. A petition of Sir Jahn 
Janchoule, baronet, complaining of an undue 
eleckion and return of a burgeſs, to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent convention, for this —_ was read. 


AN 


WST ORICAL 


ACCOUNT 


Or the Ricuts of Eizcrion 


* 
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+ "Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
elections and privileges, to examine the matter there- 
of, and report the ſame to the houſe, with their 
opinion. 

2d of February. Ordered, that leave be given to 
Sir John Stonehouſe, or ſuch as he ſhalf appoint, 
to have recourſe to all the poll -books, and other 
books and papers, which are in the hands of the 
overſcers of the poor of the-borough of Abingdon, 
and all other books relating to the ection of a bur- 
gefs to ſerve in this preſent convention for the faid 
borough, and that he have copies of the ſame, if 
defired; and that Thomas TERS, efquire, is 
to have the ſame liberty. - 

yth of May, 1689. Report was make by colonel 
Birch, that the queſtion was, whether the petitioner, 
or Mr. Medlycott, had polled moſt inhabitants, 
paying ſcot and lot. Mr. Oliver proved, that at 
the election between Mr. Dunce and Stone- 
houſe, Mr. Stonehouſe had the greater number of 
ſcot and lot men, and carried it. Mr. Corderoy ſaid, 
Stonehouſe was choſen by fcot and lot men; 
and chat he knew ſix elections, or more, at which 
they dick as now, and uſed to examine ſcot and lot 
men afterwards. Mr. Evelyn, who attended for Sit 
John Stonchouſe, (who was ſick) faid, that it was 
agreed to admit all, on condition of a ſcrutiny after- 
wards of ſcot and lot men. Mr. Thurſby proved, 
that Mr. Medlycott had propoſed not to. ſcruple at 
taking the poll, but ftrike off thoſe, who had not 
right, afterwards ; that Sir John Stonehouſe was ſo 
barbarouſſy uſed, that he could not he at the election, 
and chat Mr. Medlycott was ſurety for one Wyblin, 
who had knocked Sir John down. Mr. Holly ſaid, 
he delivered in a liſt of 98, who voted for Sir 
John Stonehouſe ; he was deſired to look over the poll, 
and fee who paid fcot and lot, and theſe 98 did ſo 
pay; and he took their names out of the church- 
book. Another witnefs ſaid, it was agreed to go to 
a quiet poll, and to an inſpection afterwards; and 
that ſeveral, ſet down for Mr. Medlycott, were 
named by other people. 
The counſel for the ſitting member admitted the 
right to be in ſeot and lot men; but inſiſted, that, 
on the ſerutiny of the Michaelmas rate, Sir Jahn 
Stonehouſe had 87 only; and Mr. Medlycott 105: 
Mr. Napp the town-clerk ſaid, he took the poll in- 

B differently, 
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differet. tly, but did not know any thing as to their 
paying ſcot and lot ; that he caſt up the poll, and 
there was no ſcrutiny then for the bad voices, be- 
cauſe, allowing the had voices, (as they laid) Mr. Med- 
Wehner 
ſaid, that, upon the ſcrutiny, 
had 87, and Mr. Medlycott had 105, who paid ſcot 
and lot. Mr. Edmund Medlycott ſaid he compared 


the poll-book with the church bodk, and took kn © For 


abſtract of thoſe who paid ſcot and lot, and a poll 
of thoſe who received alms, and there were for Sir 


John Stonehouſe 87, and for Mr. Medlycott 1056: that Greenway, who was 


that 30 of Mr. Medlycott's were queried at the time 
of the poll, but then there was no ſcrutiny ; and 
abating them; and taking Sir John;Stanchoule's 
to be. good, Mr; Medlycott hid the majority ; 2051 
that Sir John Stonehouſe, upon a cry of . no Radley 
charter, (the meaning whereof he apprehended was, 
Sir John had got the charter, and carried it to Rad- 
ley) bid them knock down the man. This was con- 
tradicted by Mr. Thurſby and Mr. Evelyn, who ſaid, 
Sir John did not-bid knock . r. Charles 
Medlycott ſaid, he ſaw one Brown knotk down one 
of Mr. Medlycott's men ; and that the man, who 
carried the pole, was twice knocked down, before 
he ſtruck a blow. Another witneſs ſaid, that the 
man who carried Mr. Medlycott's, colours, knocked 
down. Sir John Stonehouſe, and that he diſplayed the 
colours ſo near Sir John, that Sir John was forced 
to hold up his hand, to ſave himſelf from them. 
Upon the whole the committee reſolved, It is their 
opinion, that Thomas Medlycott is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent, parliament, for the 
town of Abingdon in the county of Berks : Reſolved, 
that Sir John Stonehouſe is duly elected a burgeſs, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for the ſaid town 
of Abingdon. To the firſt of theſe reſolutions the 
houſe agreed, but diſagreed with the latter. TERS 

8th of May. And; a new writ was ordered for, 
electing a burgeſs for this borough. . 

zd of June, 1689. A petition of Sir John, 7 bag 
houſe, baronet, was read, complaining, that he was 
duly elected by 2 majority of votes, but that the 
mayor had returned John Southby, | eſquire : which 
was referred to the, commigtee to, examine, and re: 
port with their opinion. ; Sith 

6th of Auguſt, Ordered the report to be 4 — 
on F morning. | 

Note, this report was not then made Z — on n the 
aoth of this month the houſe adjourned, until the 
20th of September, and from thence until the 19th 
of October; and the next day the houſe, was, by 
the chief baron, Named until the 23d of the ſame 
month. 
3iſt of October, 1689. The petition of Sir John 
Stonehouſe was renewed, and referred to the com- 
mittee, as before. 

26th of November. Va Baa Sar the books and 

papers delivered in by Sir John, Stonehouſe to the 


committee of privileges, touching the late election 


for Abingdon, be delivered back again to the ſaid 
Sir John Stonehouſe, or his agent. 
. I6th of December. Ordered the report tobe re 
ceived. on Wedneſday next. 

isch. Ordered "44 report to be received.on Man- 
day next. 

1 Ordered the report to be received on Wed- 
neſday fortnight. 

.8th of January, Report was made, chat the poll 
was taken promiſcuoully ; and, as taken, there were- 
for Sir John Stonchouſe 263, one Harris having 


f E twice; * 243 for the-Gelng meanker Fo 
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ty. "Thomas Matthews 11% e. 932 
ir John Stonehouſe not itants; I to . 4 8015 twice; a5 16 


lived in town ſeveral 


fitting member: and the tene witneſſes proved 14 


ly, quarterly, or yearly, in Abingdon, have no voices 


/ 


the ſitting member, Benjamin Tompkins, and others, 
proved 24 voters to have received weekly bread of 
Boſtock's gift; 4 lived nor gt womb 1 _ 


are fas 


to have lived in parts of houſes and but 7 of them 


to have paid ſcot and lot. 
n Jak Wavlins and 


others, day ann that 4 of thoſe, who are charged 
to have received bread, are nvt in the bread-book ; 
to have lived with 
his father, was (as his father ſaid) an houſek z 
n though they 


1 or EE ELI. 1 | 


houſekeepers; and of the ſervants, and lodgers, 5 
were houſekeepers : as to the foreigners, Loder had 
years; and as to the inmates, 
1 lived in his own houſe; and of thoſe, who lived 
in parts of houſes, 14 paid ſcot and lot. - The pe- 
titioner's counſel objected to ſeveral voters; for the 


of the ſaid voters to be ſervants or lodgers; 10 to 
have received weekly relief; 11. to have received ſa- 
crament money, which was monthly; 6 to have re- 
ceived quarterly relief from the hoſpital ; 8 others 
to have been relieved by yearly gift, but not con- 
ſtantly ; and 6 to have been intnates. T 
member's counſel replied, and called witneſſes, 
proved 5 of thoſe, faid to be ſervants or | 
houſekeepers;. 1 of thoſe, charged to have received 
weekly relief, to have received it but once from the 
churchwardens : and Tompkins ſaid, that of thoſe 
charged to have received ſacrament money, he had 
enquired, and they denied, that they, or their wives, 
had been relieved by it before the election; and two 
of the ſaid perſons, ſo charged, affirmed; chat Rei- 
ther they, nor their wives, ever received it j but chis 
Vas diſproved: by the maſter of the hoſpital: and of 
the inmates, three witneſſes ß of them to be 
hauſekeepers, and had diſtinct families, and alſo 
proved 38 others, who had voted for the petitioner, 
to have received occaſional relief: upon which the 
committee reſolved, 1. That all thoſe, who receive 
alms, according to act of parliament, have no voices 
in the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for 
the borough of Abingdon; 2. That thoſecinhabit- 
ants, who receive any conſtant alms, weekly, month- 


ng 
who 


in, the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament 
for the borough of Abingdon; 3. That John-South- 
by, eſquire, is not duly elected; *. als 
John ; Stonehouſe is duly;eleed. 
All cheſs. rolaliaiont being reed ware pen to by: 
the houſe; and the clerk of the crown was ordered 
to attend the next morning, and amend the return; 
n done ac- f 
cordingly. I 
lach of December, 1698. A petition of William 
Hucks, eſquire, was read,.ſhewing that the petitioner 
was duly choſen burgeſs for this borough, to ſerve in 
this parliament according to the laſt determination 
of this houſe touching the right of election for Abing- 
don, yet John Selwood, the mayor, hath falſly re- 
turned Simon Harcourt, eſquire; and praying, &c. 
Ordered to be referred to the committee co exa- 
mine and report with their opinion. F 
Sth of February: Ordered the report to be received 
on Friday. 
34d of March. Sir Rowland Gwynn regonted, that 
the poll yas, for Mr. Harcourt 22 
i Mr. Hucks _ | The 
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The petitioner inſiſted upon partiality ' of the 
. to prove which he called Mr. T ompkins and 
Mr. Medlycott, who ſaid, the mayor and maſters of 
the hoſpital went about the town, aſking votes for 


Mr. mn nd —— 
for Mr. Harcourt, the mayor ſaid, all ſhould be 


polled for Mr. Harcourt. Anthony Atherton ſaid, 
the mayor declared, when he refuſed to vote for 


Mr. Harcourt, if the had never ſo many 
votes, he ſhould not fit in the houſe, for it was 
thought Mr. Harcourt would be ſpeaker; and alſo, 
if the petitioner would deſiſt, he (the mayor) would 
pay him his charges, and often ſaid he would do his 
endeavour for Mr. Harcourt. That Mr. Tompkins 


and Mr. Medlycott ſaid on cloſing the poll, the mayor 


promiſed a ſcrutiny at three in the afternoon, and 
it was agreed as to the right according to the laſt reſo- 
lution of the houſe, viz. as to thoſe who received alms. 
That upon his attending the mayor at three in the af- 
ternoon, he named Mr. Selwood and counſellor Med- 
lycott, and another to examine the books. That Mr. 
Harcourt excepted to the two firſt, but' the mayor 
next day agreed to Mr. Selwood. That Mr. Har- 


court propoſed he would refer it to ſome gentlemen 


preſent, That the mayor, upon any queſtion by the 
peritioner's friends, would apply to Mr. Harcourt, 


and then make his anſwer. That in fact there was no 


ſcrutiny on behalf of the petitioner (though it did not 

appear the mayor denied the petitioner to be preſent). 
That the mayor made the return three weeks or a 
month after the election: and he ſent exceptions to 
about 50 of Mr. Harcourt's votes, ſome of which 
the mayor ſaid were good exceptions. 

Mr. Winter proved, that the mayor, on the 18th 
of Auguſt, ſaid the petitioner was elected, and that 
was the cauſe he had not made the return. 

The counſel for the fitting member admitted the 
poll as before, but ſaid they ſhould take off 16, as 
conſtant almſmen, and 65 others, as inmates, lodg- 
ers, boarders, or living in the ſame houſe with others 
who had voted, and ſome as induced to vote. by pro- 
miſe of reward; alſo inſiſted on ſeveral irregularities 3 
and called Mr. Rawlins, who proved that Mr. Hucks 
ſent for him, and told him, "ear de Selwood had 
promiſed him and aſked his (Mr. Rawlins's) vote, 
and told him, if he was choſen, he ſhould be com- 
miſſioner of exciſe, and what he could do, and would 
make officers of exciſe do, ſhould make the place 
500 I. more to him. That he had promiſed to remit 
or not, that he adviſed the petitioner to ſtand at 
Wallingford, but the petitioner ſaid that he muſt 
turn out Mr. Harcourt, or he ſhould not have the 
place. Mr. Kate ſaid, he told the petitioner, he 
did ill to oppoſe Mr. Harcourt, and he replied, he 
ſtood for his own intereſt, depending, if he carri-d 

it, that he ſhould be commiſſioner of exciſe, and 
— — one Mr. Jennings ſaid, If chat be your 
intention, the country ought to take care whom they 
chuſe. There were alſo ten convictions of the pe- 
titioner before the commiſſioners of exciſe, one of 
which was upon his own confeſſion. Caleb Mor- 
timer ſaid, that Mr. Watkyns ſolicited votes for the 
petitioner, and reported he was to be commiſſioner 


of exciſe, and promiſed. he ſhoyld have a place there, 
if be would vote for the petitioner. Richard Eley 
and others proved, that ſome time before the elec- 


tion, a letter was produced at the newſhouſe at A- 
bingdon, ſubſcribed Charles Medlycott, encouraging 
an intereſt to be made for the petitioner againſt Mr. 
Harcourt, becauſe be was a diſaffected perſon, and if 
be got into the houſe would go nigh to be ſpeaker ; 
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and if he was put by, it would be 6f great ſervice 
to chem; that the lords of the admitalty would pro- 
tect the watermeh and bargemen from being preſſed, 

aud if they deſired it, they ſhould have ſome of Lord 
Oxford's regiment, or no ſoldiers (if they pleaſed) 
quartered in the town. Mr. Buſh proved this letter, 
and ſaid, he brought it from old Mr. Medlycott. 
That in regard to the ſcrutiny, witneſſes proved, 

that Mr. Harcourt was willing to have one, an 

named perſons to examine the books; that he owned 
he did except to thoſe named for that purpoſe by the 
petitioner, one of whom was the petitioner's father- 


.in-law, and the other a counſellor, and fo above Sic origin. 


thoſe named by Mr. Harcourt. Alſo it was agreed, 
that all who received weekly, monthly, quarterly or 
yearly charity, ſhould not be allowed, but ſuch as 
received caſual charity, ſhould be allowed. That 
Mr. Harcourt told Mr. Hucks, that, whether he 
had any of the maſters of the hoſpital or not, he 
ſhould inſpect the books. That Mr. Harcourt pro- 
poſed to leave it to the common council, but that 
was not agreed to, whereupon Mr. Harcourt's friends 
retired, and by the churchwardens books ſcrutinized 
as well as they could, and found Mr. Harcourt had 
a majority of good votes, of which the mayor was 
ſatisfied. That next morning they met again, an 
farther propoſals were made, and Mr. Harcourt ac- 
cepted Mr. Selwood ; but upon inſiſting that the 
candidates might be preſent, the ſcrutiny went off. 
That the mayor, the day before the return, declared 
himſelf well ſatisfied, and that he' would return Mr. 
Harcourt, That neither the petitioner, nor any for 
him, were preſent, nor could it be ſaid he had notice. 
That the occaſion of the delay of the return was, that 
the mayor was near related to the petitioner. That 
Atherton told him, he had never heard the mayor 
ſay he would return Mr. Flarcourt rigl.. or wro 15 
but as he had ſaĩd he muſt abide by it. Then 
Harcourt's' counſel went to diſqualify 16 votes for 
the petitioner, for having conſtant relief, and all ex- 
cept 3 were admitted fo to have done, one of whom 
Mr. Rawlins proved to have received conſtant alms 
from the hoſpital, 'and the other two were down 
for the two laſt years for Blacknal's charity. Then 
proceeded to diſqualify 65 as inmates, and gave evi- 
dence as to 64, 21 of which were admitted ſo to be 
by the petitioner, and as to the reſt gave their evi- 
dence 'of the allegation ; after which the petitioner 
called witneſſes, who proved one of thoſe objected to 
for receiving conſtant alms, had been only occaſion- 
ally relieved, but had been ſo three times within 
twelve months; and that the other two did not re- 
ceive Bucknal's gift till Chriftmas, though their 
names were on the lower end of the liſt for the year 
1697. 

Benjamin Tompkins then was called, and gave 
evidence, that ſeveral of them lived in houſes of their 
own, but ſome of them a very {mall rime before 
the election, and ſome of them in tenements divided 
ſome time before the election, and alſo that the ſitting 
member's counſel gave up 40 on the poll, but they 
called evidence to ſet aſide many others, viz. 7 for 
receiving conſtant charity, 23 as inmates, many of . 
whom were juſtified by the fitting member; and 
upon the whole the committee reſolved, That Si- 
mon Harcourt is duly elected, and Mr. Hucks's 
petition is frivolous, vexatious, groundleſs and ſcan- 
dalous : which reſolutions were agreed to by the 
whole houſe, and reſolved, That the proceedings of 
William Hucks, eſquire, in preſuming to make uſe 
of the authority of the government to the borough 
of Abingdon in order to be elected a burgeſs for. 


the 
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the ſaid boraugh is a ſcandalous refleftian upon 
the government, and tends to. ſubverr, the freedom 
of clection of members to ſerve in parliament. - 
© Ordered William Hucks, cſquize, to be. cam: 
we jo the nen of the e n gow 
Add of November, 130g. A petition of Six Simon 
Harcourt, W vas read, ſhewing, the petitioner 
was duly elected a burgels, to ſerve ip. this preſent 
parliament, for this borough, bus through. the par: 
paced bh: . Joſeph Spinnage late mayor of the ſaid 
many perſons to poll, who 
Rei, 9d nog em dr eſt pr 
| 45 a majority of votes was obtained and taken 
for Grey Neville, eſquire, the mayor denying the 
prior a ſewing ofthe poll though be bl pr 
miſe i and. c recurn accordingly: and proy- 
ng c. 
Ordered, that it be referred) de tho comul@en'of 
privileges and elections, to examine and. report the 


matter with their opinion. There doth not appear 
any report of this election. 
24th of November, L A pericvs of William 


_—_ 4 44 men nturtegenn 
candidates; that Sir Simon, by menacey, and other 
illegal practices of - himſelf and his agents, procured 
ſeyeral votes for him, and ſeveral were admitted to 
vote for him, that had no, right ; and that Sin Si- 
mon had prevailed with John Setwood, mayor of the 
ſaid borough, to return him, though. the petitioner 
was hg elected 2 —— — 


parliament, for. this. borough, * in the inhabjrants 
paying ſcot and lot. 4 
Ordered, that the, merits of the fig election be 
further conſidered on Thurſday morning nent. 
20th. The houſe. according to order proceeded in 
the further conſideration of the merits of the ſaid elec- 
tion, and the counſel on both ſides were called in. 


of ſufficient ability to pay pariſh taxes, but excuſed 
in teſpect of his function) has a right to vote in 
the election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in parlament 
** far this borough.” —» And the queſtion being 
put, theſe words . 
on à diviſion, diſagreed thereto. 
Ordered, the counſel be called in: wad thy: came 
in again, and proceeded; and then withdrew. — 
And it was e hy ber 
to on a diviſion. 

And the counſel were called in, and Wade 

and then withdrew. And another motion for 
adjournment, on a diviſion, difagwoed to: and the 
oounſel again called in- 
— tend thy: queſtion; Vollz por, 
That Sir Simon Harcourt, knight, is duly elected 
2 burgeſa, to ſerve in this preſent 1 
this borough; on a diviſion, it was diſagreed to: and 
then reſolved, on a divifion, That William MHvcks, 
eſquire, is duly elected a burgeſs, 1 
ſent parkamem for this borough. 

iſt of December, 1710. — for « 


lord keeper.. 

18th of October, 2742. A peios ef Sir John 
D'Oily, baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
election for: burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, the petitioner, James Jennings, eſquire, 
and Robert blucks (then in parts beyond the ſeas by 
William Fucks his father, who appeared on his be- 
half) were candidates; the petitioner had the majority 
of legal voters, and ought to have been returned; 
but by indirect and corrupt practices made uſe of 
procuring the ſaid Mr. Robert Hucks to be 
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tumed — borough : 2 xc. 
Orderad, chat the ſaid petitions be referred to the 


5 ioth of January, 1723. — Sir 
John ane n and referred, as 
fore. 


gd of March, Oed that Sit John OEB. 
leave to wichdraw is petition." 


e Es HAM. 


ur borough un he eunty bangen. EN. 
and returned members to ſerve in parliament Br 

in the ach of Echward I. and ib the iſt and . 
of Edward II. according to the liſt given by Mr. 
Pran in th ah part of his Calendar of Partia- 23; B. 
mentary: Writs: but, in his Brevia Parliamentaria 
Rediviva, he. wrizes, The return of the ſheriff of 
Bucks. 26 Ed. I. ia, Nuth faut cives ner burgenſes in 
cars. fred.” nec civitas nec durgus, propter pod cives' nec 
burgenſes coram nabe venirs fdcers non but the 
wenden pee, 20 Eu. b. be. Ken Ber- 
genſe 
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genſes de Agmondeſpam gui. ad ultimum parliamentum 
venerunt; returning both their names, and fo alſo 
1 and 2 Ed. II. after they intermitted until the 21ſt 
of king James I. 

May the 18th, 1621. Sir George Moore reporteth 


three boroughs deſire burgeſſes in com. Buckingham, 


viz. Wendover, Amerſham and Har—. Thus it is 
printed, but by a note it ſeems Har is entered by 
miſtake for Mar, i. e. Marlow, and this will ap- 
pear by what follows. 

However by the journal it appears upon the 
queſtion it is wrote, The houſe will be adviſed, and 
when they bring their charters to the committee of 
privileges, the King's: counſel to be called to it. 

May the 4th, 1624. Mr. Glanville reporteth for 
Amerſham, Wendover, and Marlow; theſe proved 
to be boroughs, and as ſuch ſent burgeſſes 1 Ed. I. 
and from thence 28 Ed. I. and 18 parliaments be- 
tween. Upon the queſtion, every of theſe to ſend 
two burgeſſes this parliament, and a wartant from 
the ſpeaker for new writs accordingly. 

3d of November, 1669. Information being given, 
that Sir Ralph Bovey had procured a return of an 
election to ſerve for the borough of Agmondeſham 
from one that is not a proper officer, 

Ordered, that the matter touching a falſe return 
of Sir Ralph Bovey to ſerve for the borough of Ag- 
mondeſham be referred to the committee of elections 
to examine and report it, and to fit to-morrow in 
the afternoon for that purpoſe ; and both Sir Ralph 
Bovey and Sir William Drake are to forbear ſitting 
ll the matter be determined. 

th. Serjeant Charleton reports from the commit- 
tee of elections, that they met on Thurſday laſt to 

conſider of the caſe touching the return of Sir 
Ralph Bovey, and that Jonathan Ball, who was 
decke conſtable for the year enſuing and got himſelf 
fworn out of the county, being not to come into his 
office till January next, had joined in the return 
when there were two other conſtables then in office, 
and that the committee were of opinion, that Sir 
Ralph Bovey was not returned by the proper of- 
ficer, and that the ſaid Jonathan Ball hath made 
an undue and falſe return; 
Reſolved, &c. that the houſe doth agree with the 
committee, that Sir Ralph Bovey was not returned 
by the proper officer ; 

Ordered, that the ſheriff of Bucks do attend on 
Monday to take the indenture unduly returned off the 
file, and do cauſe a new return to be made of the 
perſon elected to ſerve for the borough of Agmon- 
deſham. 

Ordered, that Jonathan Ball be ſent for in cuſtody 
of the ſerjeant at arms, and brought to the bar of 
this houſe, upon his miſdemeanour, in making a 
falſe return for the borough of Agmondeſham. 

Nov. the 8th, 1669. The clerk of the crown and 
under ſheriff of Buckinghamſhire attending, and 
being called in to the table of the houſe, the writ 
and return of the indenture of Sir Ralph Bovey to 
ſerve for the borough of Agmondeſham being pro- 
duced, the indenture was taken off, and the indenture 
of return of Sir William Drake affixed. 

17th. A petition on behalf of Jonathan Ball 
now in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms for his miſ- 
demeanour read, and the matter being debated, the 
faid Ball being called to the bar, Mr. ſpeaker told 
him, the houſe had received a report from the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections of a great fault 
and miſcarriage in making a falſe return for the bo- 
rough of Agmondeſham, which had cauſed great 
trouble to the houſe, but upon his ſubmiſſion, they 


* 


did diſcharge him, paying his fees, but with this di · 


rection, that he ſhould attend the committee of 
elections on this day ſe'nnight, where the cauſe 
touching this election is to be heard. 

It doth not appear, that any further proceedings 
were had this ſeſſions, which ended the 1 1th of De- 
cember after. | 

23d of February, 1669. A petition of Sir Ralph 
Bovey complaining of an undue return of Sir Wil- 


liam Drake was read, and referred to the commit- 


tee of privileges, but not heard. 

25th of October, 1680. A petition of Algernon 
Sidney was read and referred to the committee of 
privileges. 

3d of Nov. 1680. A petition of Sir William 
Drake was read and referred to the ſame committee: 

22d. Ordered to be reported ro-morrow morning. 
26th. Ordered to be reported on Monday. 

| Toth of December. Ordered to be reported on the 
morrow, | 

11th. Mr. Treby reported that the committee had 
taken the matter into conſideration, and agreed upon 
two ſeveral reſolves, | 

1. That in the borough of Agmondeſham, alias 
Amerſham, thoſe inhabitants only who pay ſcot.and 
lot have right to give voices in the election of bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough, 

That Algernon Sidney, eſquire, is not duly 
elected, 

That Sir William Drake is not duly elected. 

That the election for the ſaid borough is void: all 
which upon the queſtion were agreed, and a new 
writ ordered, 

March 24, 1680. A petition of Sir Roger Hill, alſo 
a petition of Algernon Sidney were read and referred 
to the committee of privileges, The parliament 
being diſſolved ſoon after, they were never heard. 

Dec. 12, 1648. A petition of Sir Roger. Hill 
ſetting forth, that the Lord Cheyne and the pe- 
titioner were duly elected to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, yet the conſtables, by 
polling ſome who had no right, and refuſing others 
who had right, and polling ſome whole votes were 
procured. by ill practices, pretended Sir John Gar- 
rard had more votes than the petitioner, and have 
returned him in the petitioner's wrong—read and 
referred to the committee of privileges. 

Alſo a petition of Timothy Wingfield, and other 
inhabitants, of the like kind, referred to the ſame 
committee. 

Jan. 14. Ordered the report to be received on 
Monday. 

16th. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported, the petition- 
er's counſel inſiſted, that there had been a majority 
for Sir John Garrard illegally procured and by bri- 
bery. The right of election was admitted to be in 
the inhabitants houſekeepers and not receiving alms. 
Zachary Alnut ſaid, he took the poll for the pe- 
titioner by conſent of the conſtables, and there 
were for Lord Cheyne — 110 | 

Sir R. Hill _ 
Sir J. Garrard 78 

This agreed with the conſtable's book. In order 
to prove bribery, John Wincheſter ſaid, he had a 
vote for this borough ; that James Norwood, who 
ſollicited for Sir John Garrard treated with him to 
vote for Sir John Garrard ; that he told him, he 
had an old debt owing from Sir William Drake, 
and if Sir John Garrard would get him his money 
he would be for him, but not otherwiſe ; that Nor- 
wood ſaid, he had Sir John Garrard's orders to give 


him a note for 51. and return him a note he had 


C given 


Sic origi- 
ne. 


— — — —— ̃—t—t„—ä — — — — — ___—_— - 
— . 
+ 


The Borough of AGM ONDESHAM. 


given for ten pounds to Mr. Drake, but he difap- 

of theſe terms; that afterwards Norwood 
gave him a note for 101. the day before the elec- 
tion, and promiſed to get him the note given Mr. 
Drake, and paid the ten pounds and took up and 
tore the note; that whilſt the note was counting, 
Norwood ſaid, You and your father will vote for 
Sir John Garrard and Lord Cheyne? and defired 
him ro go home the back way over the pales on the 
day of election, but owned Norwood uſed to lend 
him money ; that he afterwards went and thanked 
Sir John Garrard, but Sir John anfwered, he knew 
nothing of it, and chat Sit John Garrard had not 
ſpoke to him for two years before; that he believes, 
he received the ten pounds for his and his father's 
vote: for Sir John Garrard had told him it could 
not be recovered. 

John Maycock ſaid, Norwood aſked him. to be 
for Sir John Garrard, and told him, the beſt way 
to get money was to be for Sir John; that the morn- 
ing of the election, he aſked Sir John for his mo- 


ney, and Sir John promiſed him, if he would not 


be againſt him, he ſhould have it; that he voted for 


him, and had it (being 41. 18s. 1d.) paid next 
morning, and had it not been for this, he had vored 
for the Lord Cheyne and the petitioner. There were 
alſo ſome other witneſſes of the ſame kind, and alſo 
one who ſaid, - he was threatned to be turned out of 
his work, if he did not vote for Sir John Garrard. 
Two were proved to have had alms, and one voted 
for the houſe for which another had voted. Two 
others lived in parts of houſes, one in a workhouſe 
and overlookt the poor. Alſo as to three who were 
inhabitants by eertiſicate. The counſel for Sir John 
Garrard then offered to anſwer what was atteſted by 


the wieneſſes for the petitioner : but the committee 


were ſatisfied, and refolved, 

That Sir John Garrard was dul y elected, 

That the petition of Sir Roger Hill is frivolous 
and vexatious. The houſe in the firſt, but 
diſe to the other reſolution. | 
arch 7, 1700. A petition of the inhabitants was 
offered to the houſe relating to the election there. 
Refuſed to be received. N. B. This was on the 
death of Sir John Garrard. 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of Sir Roger Hill, al- 
ledging he was duly choſen, but the —_— who 
are the proper officers to take the poll, had wrong- 
fully returned John Drake, efquire. Referred to the 
committee of privileges but this was never heard. 


Nov. 2, 1705s. A petition of Sir Thomas Webſter, 


baronet, was read, ſhewing, that, at the laſt election 
of burgeſſes, to ferve in parliament, for this borough, 
the candidates were the Lord Cheyne, Sir Samuel 
Garrard, and the petitioner ; that ſeveral indire& 
practices were uſed for obtaining votes for the other 
candidates, and the conſtables behaved themſelves 
with great partiality, during the election; notwith- 


ſtanding which, the petitioner had more legal votes, 


than either of the other candidates, and ought to 
have been firſt returned ; bur the conſtables have re- 
turned the other two candidates, in wrong to the 
petitioner : and praying, &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to. the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
— 4 oy — 2 

26th. Order, the report ts be made en Sau. 
day next. | 

Dec. 2. Mr. Compton (according te order) re- 
ported the matter upon the faid petition, That the 
n they did not queſtion 
ord Cheyne's election, and inſiſting the right was 


in all ſuch houſholdery as did not recaive alms, 
whereof a poll was taken, and the numbers were 
thus, Lord Cheyne go—Sir Thomas Garrard 84 
—the petitioner 91. But the counſel for Sir Tho- 
mas Garrard inſiſted, the right was only in the 
houſholders paying ſcot and lot, and the poll in that 
caſe was Lord Cheyne 5$—Sir Thomas Garrard 
54, the petitioner 41. 

The petitioner's counſel inſiſted, the inhabitants 
not paying ſcot and lot, if they did not receive 
alms, as well as thoſe who did pay, had been poll- 
ed; and the Grſt fer had commonly come under the 
denomination of the long poll; the other under the 
denomination of the ſhort poll. 

To prove the right of election, was read report 
16th of January, 10 Gul. between Sir Roger Hill 


borough, being houſekeepers, not receiving alms, 
— They then called Penner, who ſaid, he had 
known the borough from 1674, and paid ſcot 
and lot, and had been conſtable ; and in 1680 all 
houſholders yoted, except ſuch as received alms.— 
Tench ſaid, he had known the borough 30 years, 
had been conſtable at two elections, and they always 
went by the long poll, he was born in the town, and 
in the goth year of his age. Ed. Lery ſaid, he had 
known the borough 30 years, ſerved conſtable ſeve- 
ral times, and made ſeven returns, ſome before 
and fome ſince 1680, and always polled ſuch as did 
not take collection, and ſome of them have ſigned 
the indenture. William Hobbs, aged near 70, 
ſaid, he had been conſtable three times, and all, who 
did not receive alma, yoted. — Anderſon faid, at this 
election, they polled thoſe who did not, as well as 
thoſe who did; pay ſcot and lot. —Alnut ſaid, he 
took the poll for Sir Thomas Webſter ; and they 
permitted him to take by che long poll, but return- 
ed by the ſhort poll. 

To anfwer this, Sir Thomas Garrard's counſel read 
the returns, 7 March, 15 Car. I. 1 November, 21 
Car. I. by which the burgeſſes named, cum mw/tis 
aliis burgenſibus et electoribus burgi illius de diſcretiori- 
bus et magis ſufficientibus, elected; alſo a report 1680, 
on a controverted election between Sir William 
Drake and Mr. Sidney, when it was reſolved, That, 


in this borough, thoſe inhabitants only, who paid 


ſcot and lot, had a right to give their votes in the 
election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament, for the 
ſaid borough. Then they called Evans, who ſaid, 
ſince 1680, no perſons thought themſelves ſafe 
without a majority of inhabitants paying ſcot and 
lot, but, before that time, they did look upon it, 
that the inhabitants at large, who did not receive 


collection, had a right, and ever ſince they have 


given the long poll the liberty of voting. He re- 
membered no conteſted election before 1680, and 
that it was the conſideration of their poverty ex- 
cuſed them from paying ſcot and lot.— That there 


I, That the right of clefting burgalits, to ſerve 
in parliament, for this borough, is in the inhabitants 
paying ſcot and lot only. 

As tv ill practices, the petitioner's counſel called 
Barnes, who ſaid, Mr. Drake's ſteward told Johnſon, 
that rather than he ſhould be for Sir Thomas Web- 
ſter, he was ordered to give him 40 3. and ſaw him 
give money, but cannot tell how much. _—_— 

ſai 


AUT EE OL GOL UE ONE DB ITE ennie enen ene 


Willis's 
(otitia, 
ol. 1. 
08. 


The Borough of ALLSBURY, 


ſaid, being under the ſteward's window, he heard had ſent him two loads of wood, one the day be- 
him tell Henry Biſhop, rather than he ſhould vote fore, the other the day of the election, and aſking 
far Sir Thomas Webſter, he had orders to give him Parker if he bought them, he faid, he did not, and 
31. 1085; that the window was ſhut, but he heard Richard Kempſter ſaid, Parker told him, if he 
this through the window. would not give him any money, he would go to 
In anſwer, Sir Thomas Garrard's counſel called Mr. Mayne's ſide, there he could have enough. 
Salter, and others, who faid, Barnes had a very ill John Parker ſaid, he vated for Mr. Mayne, and 
character, and had no credit; had robbed a fiſh that Mr. Harriſon, a clergyman who had concerned 
pond, and ſtole a pair of ſtockings. Upon the himſelf for Mr. Mayne, gave him four half crowns 
whole, the committee reſolved, to vote for Mr. Mayne: and that, if it had not 
2. That William Lord Cheyne is duly elected a been for that money, he had voted for Mr. Herbert; 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this that, afterwards, he went to Mr. Harriſon's houſe 
7 to borrow 40 s. but Mr. Harriſon refuſed it: and 
3. That Sir Thomas Garrard, baronet, is duly that what he gave, he gave him freely. 
elected a burgels, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- Richard Kinnerſly, being confronted with She- 
ment, for this borough. | ney, ſaid, that, upon the day of the election, he was 
The ſaid three reſolutions, being twice read, were at Newmarket. 


agreed to by the houſe. Acham ſaid, he was with Sheney at the George, 
| but Chugh never offered to pay for any drink; and 
4 F1L2HD KY. Thomas Read and Nathanael Birch ſaid, Mr. Chugh 


aſked Sheney, if he had offered him any money, and 
HIS borough, within the county of Bucking- Sheney diſowned that he had. Francis Hatton ſaid, 
ham, was incorporated by Queen Mary in the Sheney told him, that Chugh had not offered him 
year 1553, (ſee Appendix) and ſent repreſentatives money, but did offer to pay for his beer. Noy 
to parliament the next year. Dr, Willis writes, ſaid, Sheney told him, that Chugh and one of Mr. 
they were choſen by the bailiff, nine aldermen and Wharton's men offered to pay for his beer, but he 
twelve burgeſſes, but by neglect of keeping up the had ſlipt from them. 
community, the corporation became diſſolved ;w—af- Mr. Wickſton teſtified, that Stratford had been 
ter which in the 14th and 28th of Queen Elizabeth, his ſervant, and owed Mr. Bennet a debt; that, 
the lords of the manor made the returns to parlia- Chriſtmas twelvemonth, Bennet's man came into 
ment, as appears by the indentures in the Appendix, the country, and threatned to ſue Stratford ; that 
N®,.z and 2. | he perſuaded him to accept of a compoſition ; and 
I find no conteſted election until the year 1685, before Sir Thomas Lee's death, he ſent to ſeveral to 
when, on the ad of June, a petition of Sir Thomas contribute towards payment of it, but ſince that 
Lee, baronet, was preſented and referred tp the time had deſiſted, leſt it ſhould be thought to in- 
committee of elections, but never heard, fluence the election; that he offered him the bond 
April 28, 1691. A petition of James Herbert, for 41. and 31. but never to vote for Mr. Mayne. 
eſquire, alledgipg be was duly elected by a majority Mr. Barnwel faid, about 12 months fince, Mr. 
of qualified voters, yet the conſtables, who are the Wickſton aſked him to contribute to Stratford, and 
proper officers to return precepts, after many undue he (Mr. Barnwell) told him, if he could make it 
practices, have returned Mr. Simon Mayne, con- up, he ſhould have his half piece. 
trary to right, Prat ſaid, he ſold the wood to Richard Parker: 
Referred to the committee of privileges. The and Parker ſaid, he bought it. | 
houſe was ſoon after prorogued. Mr. Harriſon ſaid, he never gave, nor offered, 
Oct. 22, 1691. The petition of Mr, Herbert was John Parker any thing to vote. 
renewed, and referred to the ſame committee. Mr. Willis, another clergyman, ſaid, when Par- 
Jan. 22. Ordered to be reported on Monday next, ker came to borrow 40 s. of Mr. Harriſon, he was 
25th. Ordered to be reported on Wedneſday. anſwered by Mr. Harriſon, that he would do any 
25th, Ordered to be reported on the morrow. thing for any Ailſbury man, but would not be con- 
28th. Mr. Serjeant Trenchard reported, that the cerned with them in matters of money. 
poll was for Mr. Mayne 186 Daniel Pariſh and Mr. Prat ſaid, they had heard 
Mir. Herbert 115 John Parker ſwear, and curſe himſelf, if he had any 
The petitioner did not attempt to take from the money of Mr. Harriſon, and that he did not know 
poll, but alledged that ſome of the voters had been what to ſwear, if he went to London. 
bribed, to prove which were called, Upon this the committee reſolved, 
Thomas Sheney, who ſaid, one Mr. Chugh, who That the agents of Simon Mayne are not guilty 
was Sir Thomas Lee's man, and one Kinnerſiy, of bribery in corruptly procuring votes at the late 
Mr. Wharton's man, on the day of the election ſoli- election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament for this 
cited him to vote for Mr. Mayne; that he anfwered borough. | 
them he was engaged to the petitioner, and had Reſolved, That Simon Mayne, eſquire, is duly 
drawn three hogſheads of beer on his account, elected; to both which the houſe agreed. 
which, if he did not vote for him, he ſhould loſe, Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of Simon Mayne, 
whereupon Chugh pulled out a bag and offered to eſquire, was read, ſhewing, that at the election 
pay for them; but on farther examination ſaid, he for burgeſſes for this borough, Sir Thomas Lee, 
could not be poſitive, whether it was Mr. Kinnerſly, Mr. Herbert, and the petitioner, were candidates; 
or Mr. Acham, who ſolicited him. that the majority of legal voters were for Sir Tho- 
John Stratford ſaid, one Wickſtone offered to diſ- mas Lee and the petitioner, and moſt of thoſe who 
charge a debt of gl. 12s. to one Mr. Bennet in voted for Mr. Herbert do receive alms, or do not 
London, if he would vote for Mr. Mayne. pay to church or poor, and therefore are not entitled 
Charles Noy ſaid, that Richard Parker, who to vote; yet by many undue practices Mr. Herbert 
voted for Mr. Mayne, told him, he would be for is returned, in wrong of the petitioner : and pray- 
him who would give moſt money, and afterwards ing, &c. x 


told him one Prat, who ſolicited for Mr. Mayne, 3 Ordered, 
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Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 


vileges and elections to examine nd report the 


ſame with their opinion. 

Jan. 25. Ordered to be on Tueſday next: 

28, Colonel Granville reported, that the poll 
ſtood thus, 

For Mr. Herbert — 178 
For the petitioner — 162 

For the petitioner it was inſiſted, that ſeveral un- 
qualified perſons had voted for Mr. Herbert, and ſe- 
veral irregularities practiſed at the election. 

The petitioner inſiſted the right of election was in 
the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, but could bring 
no evidence of its being fo reſtrained. For Mr. 
Herbert, Higgans and Cotton proved the uſage ob 
the borough for 40 years laſt, was that the houſe- 
keepers not receiving collection uſed to vote, and 
none who lived in a houſe under 50 8. yearly value 
paid to church and poor in this borough. 

It was proved by three witneſſes, that the candi- 


dates agreed that ſuch as had not received collection 


within twelve months ſhould vote, and the petition- 
er's counſel admitted this to be the uſage for 40 
years laſt paſt. It was proved, that Dickſon took 
a ſcrutiny the night the poll ended, and made ſe- 
veral exceptions to Mr. Herbert's voters; but one 
Church, a voter for Mr. Herbert, ſnatched away the 
paper of exceptions, becauſe Dickſon would not 
agree it ſhould be ſealed up with the poll. — But 
Dickſon owned he ſigned the indenture of return. 
In order to diſqualify Mr. Herbert's voters, Mills 
ſaid Haywood lived in the ſame houſe with him, 
but paid his rent to his mother, whoſe houſe it 
was; that Mills voted, and the queſtion was which 


of them had right. 


Rolf ſaid, Stocker took a houſe but nine days 
before the election, at 125. yearly rent. 
Elizabeth Bailey ſaid, John Hatton lived with 


Soldſworth; Spencer ſaid, Hatton's was always 


reckoned a diſtin& tenement, and that he watched 
and warded. 

Edwards was proved to live with his father. —But 
Spencer ſaid, he was an houſekeeper and watched 
and warded, that Colſon was no houſekeeper, but 
Spencer ſaid he was an houſekeeper, and watched and 
warded, 

That Noy was no houſekeeper, but received toll 
of the market, and was conſtable laſt year. 

Hawkes ſaid, Smith was an inmate to Stevens; 
Delafield ſaid, Stevens was inmate, and Smith the 
houſekeeper. 

Francis Eden no houſekeeper, Delafield ſaid he 
was. Higgins was admitted to be no voter, Bigg 
was a ſervant.— Spencer ſaid, Bigg was an houſe- 
keeper. — Bell, Robinſon, and Collins, were ad- 
mitted to be no voters. — Saunders was an inmate, 
as was White, tho' Spencer ſaid, White kept houſe. 


— Hitchindale was a ſervant to his mother, but it 


was proved he was aſſeſſor of the aid tax, and was 
rated to church and poor. Hewington was no in- 
habitant, for want of notice according to the ſtatute. 
Payton and Good were allowed not to be voters. 
Oviat proved five to be in the poor book ſince 1694; 
but Goldfinch denied Mills, one of them, to be ſo. 

To make out irregularities, Mayne ſaid, Wild- 


gooſe came to him about four days before the elec- 


tidn, and brought three or four with him, and ſaid, 
they would be for the petitioner if he was conſidered 
for \loſs of time; he was anſwered, the petitioner 
could not do that, but might help him in his 


trade; to which it was replied, if he would not the 
other ſide would, and on the morning after he told 


Mr. Herbert by Hickman, who paid him 10s. 


him he had promiſed Mr. Herbert his vote. That 
Ball, who promiſed the petitioner, declared he could 
not, becauſe Sir John Packington had threatned 
him by letters. 

It was proved, Read was perſuaded to vote for 


which Mr. Herbert owed him, Edwards voted be- 
cauſe Mr. Herbert gave him a pig, but Bell proved 
he had the pig by way of exchange with Sheney. 
Bailey faid, that Brandon owned he was paid for 
his time, and was to have 20s. more to vote for 
Mr. Herbert; that Kempſter, who was engaged to 
vote for Mr. Mayne, upon the promiſe of a coat by 
Mrs. Piddrington, voted for Mr. Herbert. Parry and 
Bates ſaid, a meſſage was ſent to Dawny, that they 
would ſatisfy goody Colling for his breaking her 
arm. —Lindon ſaid, Mr. Herbert gave Dawny a 
guinea the day after the election. Lewin ſaid, he 
ſaw Mr. Herbert give Little ſome money, and he 
voted for Mr. Herbert, and Mr. Mayne proved he 
promiſed to vote for the petitioner, — Hawkes ſaid, 
Colſhill owned he voted for Mr. Herbert in order to 
get a net which one of Lord Caernarvon's ſer- 
vants took from him: but this was denied by Mr. 
Fines, Lord Caernarvon's gentleman. To anſwer 
the evidence relating to Read, two witneſſes proved 
they were preſent at the time ſpoke of by Duncombe 
and Bailey; that they did not hear Read ſay, that 
he would not vote for Mr. Herbert unleſs the 10 s. 
were paid, but that Mr. Herbert owed him 10 s. 
and he would vote for him, whether he paid it or 
not: but it was ſaid, one of theſe witneſſes ated 
ſtrongly for Mr. Herbert. Holland and Goldfinch 
told the people, what drink they drew Mr. Herbert 
would pay for. 
Baldwin ſaid, Whitmill owned he had 58. for 
voting for Mr. Herbert given him by an unknown 
perſon. — Williams proved, Whitmill owned ' he 
had money, but would not ſay the ſum till he 
came before the parliament ; that he owned it to 
Baldwirg and Wharton: at firſt he ſaid, it was 5s. 
for drumming, but afterwards ſaid, he had 5s. for 
his vote. 
In anſwer, Zach. Whitmill ſaid, he had no other 
58. but for drumming; that being in beer in Pratt's 
houſe, Pratt told him, if he would own he voted 
for bribery he ſhould not want gold or ſilver, and 
named 201. and if he did ſay he had the 5s. it 
was in order to get the 201. but Williams denied 
he ſaid any thing about the 201. which Wickſon af- 
firmed : but Heydon and Church ſaid, Whitmill, 
after he came from Mr. Wharton's, ſaid, that 
Pratt would have hired him to ſay he was bribed, 
and if he would own it, it ſhould be 20 l. in his 
way. Sheen ſaid, Noy offered him 40 8. to vote 
for Mr. Herbert, and he told Oviat of it, which 
Oviat proved. 
Braſsbridge ſaid, Noy told him they were forced 

to promiſe Mr. Herbert if he did not carry it, it 
ſhould coſt him nothing. 
In anſwer to Sheen's evidence, two witneſſes faid 
Sheen had not a vote, having received collection; 
but the overſeer ſaid, he had received none ſince 
Eaſter laſt, —and Goldfinch ſaid, Sheen denied he 
had any money for his vote. 
Lindon ſaid, he went to the poll to vote for the 
petitioner, and the Marquis of Caermarthen ſhook 
his fiſt at him and threatned him. - 
Todd and Pratt, the two conſtables, ſaid, © 
Marquis threatned to ruin them if 7 not re- 
turn Mr. Herbert. 
William Lindon and William Cox proved, chat 
one 
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one Goodſon, who was for the petitioner, was made 
drunk by Mr. Herbert's friends, and hindered from 
voung for Mr. Herbert. 

For Mr. Herbert was called 

Charles Noy, who ſaid, there were many perſons 
of quality at this election, as uſual; and named 
Lord Caermarthen, Earl of Abingdon, Mr. Whar- 
ton, and Colonel Godfrey. 

Mr. Church ſaid, that Sir Thomas Lee, and 
others, being at his houſe on the fair-day, Mr. 
Sommer was in a paſſion, and he ſaid he was for 
Sir Thomas Lee, but reſerved his other voice, but 
Mr. Wharton ſaid they did not want his voice, and 
bad defiance to any oppoſition, but owned Mr. 
Wharton told Mr. Sommer, it was not their buſi- 
neſs. 

Charles Noy and John Higgins ſdid, they were 
conſtables, choſen by the leet, but removed by 
the ſeſſions before their year expired, though never 
ſummoned or petitioned againſt, and two who were 
ſtrong for Sir Thomas Lee, and the petitioner, ap- 
pointed. Mr. Burman proved Mr. Dormer in the 
chair at the ſeſſions. 

Charles Noy and Norris Fines faid, the ſcrutiny 
was adjourned from Monday night to nine next day, 
and then adjourned again; on Tueſday met again, 
and Mr. Mayne's conſtables withdrew ; that the ſix 
conſtables went on Tueſday, at eleven at night, to 
Mr. Herbert, and declared they had found him and 
Sir Thomas Lee ele&ed, and that they would ſign 
the return to-morrow, and that Lord Caermarthen 
had left the town about one o'clock. . 

Mr. Herbert then proceeded to diſqualify ſeveral 
who voted for the petitioner : Mr. Cowper, no houſe- 
keeper ; Edward Finch, the ſame; fix who received 
collection; Geoffrey Miles, name in the poor book; 
Thomas Jackſon, no houſekeeper ; Alexander Dun- 
combe, the fame; Henry Bailey had a bed for his 
vote ; John Pratt and William Symonds live toge- 
ther, and both voted for the petitioner ; Edward 
Brown, no houſekeeper ; John Brown had lived 
there but half a year. It was proved, that Ed- 
ward Brown was a boarder, and that Bowton, Wray, 
and Jordan were minors. 

The counſel for the petitioner ſaid, they had evi- 
dence to anſwer theſe objections: but it was much 
of the ſame nature as the evidence given by Mr. 
Herbert to juſtify his votes, and did not much in- 
fiſt on their being heard, nor did the committee 
think it material, but upon the whole reſolved, 

That the right of election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is in all the houſhold- 
ers of the ſaid borough not receiving alms. 

That James Herbert, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, which was agreed to by the houſe. 

Dec. 12, 1698, A petition of Simon Mayne, 
eſquire, was read, ſhewing, that the major part of 
legal voters to chuſe parliament men at the laſt elec- 
tion for the ſaid borough would have polled for the 
petitioner : but the conſtables of the ſaid town (who 
were the proper officers) refuſed 'to poll many of 
them, by which, and many other undue practices, 
James Herbert, eſquire, got himſelf returned by 
the ſzid conſtables, who ought to have returned the 
petitioner : and praying, &c. Alſo 

A petition of Richard Cockman, and other inha- 
bitants of the ſaid on behalf of themſelves 
and others of the ſaid borot gh, was read, ſhewing, 

that many of the inhabitants of the ſaid borough, 
who had a right to chuſe members at the laſt 


election for parliament, were arbitrarily refuſed by 
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the conſtables to poll for Simon Mayne, eſquire ; 
and many other illegal practices were uſed t6 chuſe 
James Herbert, eſquire, who was returned, though 
Mr. Mayne, of right, ought to have been ſo, by 
reaſon more qualified voters would have polled for 
him (if they might) than for Mr. Herbert : and 
praying, &c. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

16. A petition of Robert Dormer, eſquire, was 
read, ſhewing, that the petitioner was one of the four 
candidates at the laſt election of members to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough, where, 
by divers illegal practices in behalf of Sir Thomas 
Lee, a ſitting member, and Simon Mayne, eſquire, 
a majority of votes was procured for the ſaid Sir 
Thomas Lee, who was thereupon returned, to the 
petitioner's prejudice : and praying, &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, With their opinion. 

22. A petition of Richard Hey wood, and others, 
inhabitants of the ſaid borough, was read, ſhewing, 
that, at the laſt election of members to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for the ſaid borough, divers il- 
legal practices were uſed on behalf of Sir Thomas 
Lee, one of the fitting members, and Simon 
Mayne, eſquire; by which means a majority of votes 
were procured for Sir Thomas Lee, who was there- 
upon returned, in N of the petitioners: and 
praying, &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 2. Ordered, the report to be received on 
Tueſday. 

7. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported, that the right of 
election was agreed to be in che houſholders not re- 
ceiving alms, and the poll as follows; 

For Sir Thomas Lee 168 
Mr. Herbert 158 
Mr. Mayne 157 
Mr. Dormer 149 

The petitioners firſt controverted the right of 
Bedford charity men, and it appeared, that John 
Bedford, by his will 9th of Hen. VII. allotted lands 
about 120 1. yearly for repair of highways, ard to 
be dealt in alms to blind people, crooked, ſick, or 
poor people; that in the 3th of Eliz. by act of 
parliament, this truſt is veſted in nine perſons, who 
are made à corporation to act in this charity accord- 
ing to Mr. Bedford's will, and to have ſucceſſion by 
the name of the ſurveyors of the highways of Ailf- 
bury ; that this charity is diſtributed by the feof- 
fees in ſmall ſums, and commonly continued for 


their lives: but it is diſcretionary in the feoffees to 


change the perſons as they think fir, and they are 
to account every three years to the Biſhop of Lin-- 
coln ; that three perſons proved, for upwards of 40 
years, the perſons who had this charity always 
voted, nor could they ſay they had ever been re- 
fuſed ; but that John Haywood ſaid, at the election 
in King James's time, they were polled with a que- 
ry, and not allowed upon a ſcrutiny ; and that Sir 
William Egerton and Mr. Anderſon were returned, 
though, allowing thoſe votes, Sir Thomas Lee and 
Sir Richard Ingoldſby had a majority of 40 votes, 

and then inſiſted they had a right to vote. 

The committee hereupon reſolved, 

That all perſons receiving alms within the bo- 
my of Ailſbury, purſuant to the will of Mr. Bed- 
D ford, 
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ford, are, in reſpect thereof, diſabled to vote in the 
election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the 
ſaid borough. | 

That the petitioner Mr. Mayne's counſel, who 
were alſo counſel for Sir Thomas Lee, inſiſted, that 
14 perſons offered, and were refuſed to vote for Sir 
Thomas Lee and Mr. Mayne, being qualified io to 
do, but ſix of them being diſqualified by their re- 
ceiving Bedford's gift, they gave evidence only as 
to the others. 

Mr. Oviat proved Samuel Stevens an houſholder, 
and did not receive alms; that he had been twice 
conſtable and paid window tax, but owned one 
Smith lived under the ſame roof; that they had 
but one ſtreet door, but Stevens paid 41. and Smith 

s. that Stevens voted three years ago and lived 
Th twelve years, and Smith only five years ; and 
that Smith voted with a query for Mr. Herbert and 
1. Dormer, but Stevens 's vote for Mr. Mayne and 
Sir Thomas Lee was refuſed. 

That Robert Crocket is an houſholder, and his 
houſe was got ready by Lady-day ; that Mr. Gold- 
finch ſaid, he was not an inhabitant for want of no- 
tice: but the evidence inſiſted, he paid for houſe 
and land above 101. a year, and proved he would 
have voted for Sir Thomas Lee and Mr. Mayne. 

That Thomas Braſier was an houſholder, and the 
part of the houſe he lives in had been divided twelve 
years; that he took houſe a fortnight before the 
election, and would have voted for Sir Thomas Lee 
and Mr, Mayne, but was refuſed. Mr. Oviat ſaid, 
Braſier paid half a year's rent due on St. Thomas's 
day, and Richard Hayley living in the ſame part 
was brought in a chair for Mr. Herbert, and Mr. 
Pariſh for Mr. Mayne; Edward Pariſh, an houſ- 
holder, offered to vote for Sir Thomas Lee and Mr. 
Mayne; Robert Hitchcock, an houſekeeper, of- 
fered to vote for Sir Thomas Lee and Mr. Mayne ; 
William Forbes, an houſekeeper, offered to vote 
for Sir Thomas Lee and Mr. Mayne ; James Gul- 


let, an houſekeeper, offered to vote for Sir Thomas 
Lee and Mr. Mayne, and Goldſmith refuſed him, 


unleſs he would tell whom he would vote for; Tho- 
mas Williams, an houſekeeper, offered to vote for 
Sir Thomas 'Lee and Mr. Mayne ; Richard Wright 
and Thomas Read ſaid, Robert Egleton, when he 
came to poll firſt, gave his vote for Sir Thomas 
Lee and Mr. Mayne, but was not ſet down, and, 
after whiſpering with the conſtable, voted for Mr. 
Herbert. 


They then excepted to four for , Bed- 


ford's charity, who voted for Mr. Dormer. _ 

Then excepted to Joſeph Gyles, who came in laſt 

year, and had notice to bring a certification, but had 
not brought it, but owned he was an houſckeeper 
on the 21ſt of July; alſo to Charles Noy, who lived 
in his mother's houſe. 
Then they bd wha det cs 
conſtables. Matthew Lee ſaid, he heard Kingham 
fay, right or wrong, he would return Mr. Herbert, 
whom ever elſe they left ou. 

"Toba. Hefall G, he came-oe dhe clefion: day 
to Hawkins's houſe and aſked whom his maſter 
voted for, and ſaid, he doubted his maſter would 
fool himſelf for voting for Sir Thomas Lee and 
Mr. Mayne, and his houſe would go no higher. 

The counſel for Mr. Herbert and Mr. Dormer 
called Robert Egleton, who ſaid, he voted for Mr. 
Herbert and Mr. Dormer, and for no other; that 


ſpeaking low, the conſtable told them, he ſo vted, 


and at Mr. Mayne's requeſt he repeated it again.— 


| Then proceeded to ſhew, chat the eight perſons 


whoſe votes were refuſed for Sir Thomas Lee and 


Mr. Mayne, had no right, and gave evidence, that 
Stevens's houſe was never reckoned , a 
houſe before he lived there, but only part of a farm 
houſe, but Stevens lived there before the witneſs, and 
hath been conſtable, and. Smith came after and had 
ſerved no offices; that Smith lived in the front 
part, and had voted at former elections; that tho 
Crocket came at Lady-day and rented 10 l. a year, 
he had been warned out as not ſettled; that Braſier 
paid 3 8. 6 d. a week for his board, and Dover his 
landlord perſuaded him to get a bed and ſome pro- 
viſions, and he would have a vote; that he removed 
three or four days before the election, and is now re- 
turned to Dover's ; that Pariſh was a ſervant and 
rented a cellar of beer, and took an houſe before the 
election and lay at his maſter's before and ſince, and 
one White, in the ſame circumſtances, was refuſed 
for Mr. Herbert and Mr. Dormer ; that Hitchcock 
had two houſes, one empty the other let, and re- 
fuſed to do watch when warned, and lived with his 
mother at, and ſince the election; that Forbes and 
Gullet were two Scotſmen, and had been warned 
out, but there was a difficulty about their removal; 
that Thomas Williams lived with Whitchurch, and 
was refuſed to vote at the former election, by Mr. 
Mayne's agent, and Whitchurch was polled. | 
They then attempted to juſtify Gyles and Noy, 
who were excepted againſt, but admitted, that Gyles 
was there by certificate but the Chriſtmas before the 
election; and as to Noy, the evidence ſaid, he had 
been an houſekeeper ſix or ſeven years, and con- 
ſtable for three or four years, rented 501. a year, 
lived in a victualing houſe with his mother, but in 
a ſeparate apartment, and could not tell to whom 
the licenſe was granted. —— Then demanded to add 
Edward Taylor, who was refuſed as 8 minor. 
Certificate of baptiſm. on the ad of June 1677. 
Proved, that he offered to vote for Mr. Dormer and 
Mr. Herbert. | | 
Then they proceeded to to five as no. 
houſekrepers, viz. John Ellis, jun. John Sheppard, 
Robert Holland, Alexander Duncombe, and Mat- 
2 Aſhby, and ſhewed 60 voters for Sir Thomas 
who had Bedford's charity, as from 
the books. bar 
That Mr. Herbert and Mr. Dormer's counſel in- 
ſiſted, that ſeveral others, who were not mentioned 
in the book of the account of the Bedford charity, 
and had polled for Sir Thomas Lee and Mr. Mayne, 
had received Bedford charity, and for that called 
Judith Hales, who , ſaid, George Welſh, John 
Ironmonger's wife, Thomas Harris's wife, Thomas 
Layton's wife, and John Reed, had received the 
ſame from the woman who uſually paid it for ſe- 
ven years paſt z and then proceeded to the article 
of corruption, and called Peter Wilkins, who owned 
the bribery of himſelf, and that he ſhould elſe have 
voted for Mr. Herbert and Mr. Dormer z Samuel 
Weaver, who owned the ſame, but ſaid, he did not 
vote for Sir Thomas Lee and Mr. Mayne, becauſe 
he would not uphold bribery; Richard Weeks, who 
ſaid, he was offered one guinea to vote for Sir 
Thomas Lee and Mr. Mayne; and James Bran- 
den fad, his brother had half a cromn of Mr. 
Mayne's ſon, and he a promiſe of a lieenſe. | 
Bampton was called as to the carriage 3 con- 
ſtable, and proved proclamation: being made half 
an hour beſere the poll r that 1 thought 
che conſtables; impartial... 
Heydon nid, the conſtables iv equally, 
only Mr, Mayne - threatned them for ©: polling 
ſooner meh were for him. 
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firſt gave a ſingle vote, and bert Dormer, eſquire, is duly elected a burgeſs to 
vated for Mr. Dormer, but ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
him. It paſſed in the negative 
for Sir Thomas Lee and Mr. Ordered, that Mr. ſpecker da iffue his warrant 
wered the objections to the five ex- to the clerk af the crown to make out a new 
tink. and called evidence, mho fald, Bibi writ tor the electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this pre- 
Ms part of an houſe deſcended to him from his fa- ſent parliament for this borough, in the room of Sir 
ther, had watched and warded, and had ſeen him Thomas Lee, — ce: ade ke 
buy his victuals, and make bread in his mother's duly elected. 
apartment, That Sheppard is an houſekeeper, and March 6, 1698. A petition of Sir Thomas Lee, 
took a houſe at Michaelmas 1697, and rented it till baronet, was read, ſhewing, that at an election 
Michaelmas 1698. — That Holland and Duncombe upon the 22d of February laft of a member to ſerve 
were both houſekeepers at the laſt election, he in this preſent parliament for this borough, the pe- 
had received three quarters taxes; that Aſhby's titioner was duly choſen by the majority of legal 
licenſe was produced, and dated 1698, and his voters; but the conſtables arbitrarily refuſing to poll 
leaſe 1697 : and that Taylor was no houſekeeper. ſuch perſons as had a right and would have been for 
— Mr. Oviat proved from the books, 51 votes the petitioner, and admitting others to vote for Ro- 
for Mr. Herbert, and 45 for Mr. Dormer had bert Dormer, eſquire, who had no right, and by 
Bedford's charity, but one of them only paid for other undue practices, have returned Mr. Dormer, 
the making a gown out of the charity ſtock; that in prejudice to the petitioner: and praying, &c. 
as to the five not on the books, Welſh did not re- Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
ceive in 1697; Ironmonger not in town, Harris had vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
not received for eight years, Read and Layton ne- ſame, with their opinion. 
ver had it, and proved the names of thoſe who re- Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of Simon Mayne, 
ceived it were always ſet down in the books. They eſquire, was read, ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
then ſhewed eight others had received other annual one of the candidates at the laſt election of members 
3 — That as to bribery, they called fevers] to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
witneſſes, who proved, that Wilkins, who was where a much greater number of qualified electors 
charged with being bribed, had ſolemnly declared, offered to vote for the petitioner, but were arbitra- 
that be never was bribed, nor did he ever own that rily rejected by the conſtables, who were the proper 
he was fo, but ſaid, that he was obliged to give Sir officers for taking the poll within the ſaid borough; 
Thomas Lee and Mr. Mayne a vote: that, upon whereby, as by other illegal practices, James Her- 
the whole matter, the committee reſolved, bert, eſquire, one other of the candidates, was re- 
That James Herbert, eſquire, is duly elected a turned in prejudice to the petitioner : and praying, 
burges ©o ſerve in this p pexliamant for this &c. N 
Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri - 
That Sir Thomas Lee, . is not duly elected vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent n. for this ſame, with their opinion. 
borough. A petition of Richard Cockman, and others, in- 
That Robert Dormer, eſquire, is duly elected a habitants of this borough, in behalf of themſelves, 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this and other houſholders in the ſaid borough, was 
borough. read, ſhewing, that at the election of members to 
The firſt reſolution, in regard to the right of ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
election, being read a ſecond time, an amendment the majority of legal voters appeared, and would 
was propoſed to be made therein, by inſerting, after have polled, for Simon Mayne: but the conſta- 
© Bedford,” theſe words, © or any other perſons bles of the ſaid borough refuſed to poll them, and 
receiving any other charity annually diſtributed in have returned James Herbert, eſquire, as one of 
the ſame town.” their repreſentatives, in wrong to Mr. Mayne, and 
And the ſame was, upon the queſtion put-there- the electors of the ſaid borough : and praying, &c. 
upon, agreed unto by the houſe, Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
Reſolved, that the houſe doth agree with the vileges and eleftions, to examine and report the 
committee in the {aid reſolution, ſo amended, that ſame, with their opinion. 
all perſons receiving alms within the borough of Oct. 26, 1702. A petition of Richard Cockman, 
Ailſbury, purſuant to the will of Mr. Bedford ; or and other inhabitants of this borough, was again 
any other perſons receiving any other charity, an- read, in ſubſtance the ſame with the former petition. 
nually diſtributed in the ſame town, are, in reſpect Ordered, it be referred to the committee of privi- 
thereof, diſabled to vote in the election of burgeſſes leges and elections, to examine and report the 
to ſerve in parliament for the {aid borough. ſame, with their opinion. 
The {cond reſolution being read a ſecond time, Dec. 8. Ordered, that the inhabitants of the bo- 
_ Reſolved, that che houſe do agree with the com- rough of Ailſbury have leave to withdraw their 
mittee in the ſaid reſolution, that James Herbert, petition touching the election for the ſaid borough. 
eſquire, is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this Jan. 17, 1703. Ordered, ſome members be ap- 
preſent parliament for this borough. pointed to ſearch the journals of the houſe of lords 
The third reſolution being read a ſecond time, as to their proceedings upon a writ of error in a cauſe 
and the queſtion being put, that the houſe do agree between Matthew Aſhby and William White, and 
with the committee in the ſaid reſolution, that Sir report the ſame to this houſe. 
Thomas Lee, baronet, is not duly elected a burgeſs 18, Ordered, that the ſame members do ſearch the 
da ſerve in this preſcar parliament for this move, offices of the Queen's Bench for the record of the 
E was reſolved. in the affirmative. Judgment, and all other the proceedings in that 
- The fourth reſalution being read a ſecond time, cauſe, and report the ſame. 
and the queſtion being par, that the houſe do agree 20. Ordered, the report to be made to-morrow 


with the committee in the ſaid reſolution, that Ro- morning. _ 
| | ; 3 21, Mr. 
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21. Mt. Freeman chat the committee 

TC prog wor muon and found as follows : 
December 6, 1703. 

The lord chief juſtice brought into the houſe a 
writ of error, wherein Matthew Aſhby is plain- 
tiff, and William White, and others, defendants. 

Dec. 7. Appointed for Tueſday the 14th inſtant. 

14. Appointed for Tueſday the 2 1ſt inſtant. 

20. Ordered to be put off till Thurſday next. 

22. Ordered to be put off till January 10. 

Jan. 4. Put off till the 13th inſtant. 

12, Put off till the 14th inſtant. 

January 14. 

After hearing counſel on the writ of error de- 
pending in this houſe, wherein Matthew Aſhby is 
Plaintiff, and William White and others defendants, 
and debate thereupon, queſtion put, to adjourn till 
to-morrow, it paſſed in the negative. Queſtion, 
whether the judgment ſhould be reverſed, it paſſed 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. Brewer reported, that the members appoint- 
ed to ſearch the offices of the Queen's Bench had 
ſearched for the judgment and proceedings there in 
the caſe of Aſhby and White, and obtained a copy 
of the record of judgment. 

The ſaid copy being laid before the houſe, it ap- 
peared to be an action brought by Matthew Aſhby 


againſt William White and others, late conſtables of 


Ailſbury, for refuſing their votes at the late election 
of members to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 
borough ; upon which the ſaid Matthew Aſhby ob- 
tained a verdict, but the court of Queen's Bench 
gave judgment for the defendants. Upon this a 
writ of error was brought, and the plaintiff obtained 
Judgment in parliament. 

Reſolved, this houſe will on Tueſday next reſolve 
itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe, to con- 
ſider the ſaid reports. | 

Jan, 25, 1703, This day the houſe reſolved itſelf 
into a committee, to take into conſideration the re- 
port of the lords journal touching the proceedings 
on a writ of error in the caſe between Aſhby, and 
White and others, &c. when the matter was fully 
debated, [ſee the debate at large in the ſtate trials, 
vol. 8. p. 89.] and the committee came to the ſeve- 
ral reſolutions, as follow ; which were reported by 
Mr. Freeman on the 26th. 

Reſolved, that according to the known laws and 
uſage of parliament, it is the ſole right of the 
commons of England in parliament aſſembled (ex- 
cept in caſes otherwiſe provided for by act of parlia- 
ment) to examine and determine all matters re- 
lating to the right of election of their own members. 

Reſolved, that, according to the known laws and 
uſage of parliament, neither the qualification of 
any elector, nor the right of any perſon elected, 
is Cognizable or determinable elſewhere than before 
the commons of England in parliament aſſembled, 


except in ſuch caſes E provided for 
by act of 4 


Reſolved, . 


the qualification or t of an elector or - 
FUL. 4 wry dar N 1 
law, or elſewhere than before the commons of Eng- 
land in parliament aſſembled, (except in ſuch caſes 
as are ſpecially provided for by act of parliament) 
will expoſe all mayors, bailiffs and other officers, 
who are. obliged to take the poll, and make+a re- 
turn thereupon, to multiplicity of actions, vexatious 
ſuits, and inſuppertable expences ;- and will ſubject 
them to different and inde juriſdictions, and 
inconſiſtent determinations in the ſame caſe, withour 


relief, 


- bury, for not receiving 


viatt John Paton, jun. and Henry 


in any court of 


ſtables of Ailſbury, for not allowing 


juriſdiction, and in breach of the known pri 


| Reſolved, that Matthew Aſhby, having, in con- 
rempe ef the Juriſlition of this houſe, commenced 
and proſecuted an action at common law 


William White and others, the conſtables 


Ailſ- 
his vote at an election of 

burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough 
A F 
of this houſe 

Reſolved, that whoever ſhall preſume to com- 
mence or proſecute any action, indictment or in- 
formation, at common law, which ſhall bring the 
right of the electors, or perſons elected to ſerve in 
parliament, to the determination of any other juriſ- 
diction than that of the houſe of commons, except 
in caſes ſpecially provided for by act of parliament, 
ſuch perſon or perſons, and all attornies, ſolicitors, 
counſellors, and ſerjeants at law, ſoliciting, proſe- 
cuting, or pleading, in any fuch caſe, are guilty of 
a high breach of the privilege of this houſe, 

Theſe reſolutions being read, the four firſt were 
agreed to by the houſe : but the laſt being read a 
ſecond time, an amendment was made by leaving 
out the words common law” after the word in- 
formation,“ thereby making it general in all caſes ; 
and then it was agreed unto by the houſe, 

Ordered, the ſaid reſolutions be fixed up on Weſt- 
minſter-hall gate, ſigned by the clerk. —Hereupon 
the lords publiſhed: the ſtate of the caſe on the writ 
of error, which ſee in the ſtate trials. 

Nov. 21, 1704. A complaint was made to the 
houſe, that Robert Mead, attorney at law, had 

in the cauſe of Aſhby, and White and 
others, ſince the laſt ſeſſion, and taken the de- 
fendants in execution, in breach of the privilege of 
this houſe. Ordered, to be heard on Thurſday 
next. Ordered, Robert 1 then to e 
houſe. 

23d. The order for hearing read, bur deferred 
till Tueſday ſeꝰnnight. | 

Ordered, Robert Mead do then attend. 

A farther complaint was made, that ſeveral new 
actions had been brought (ſince the reſolutions of 
laſt ſeſſion of parliament) by John Paty, John O- 
Baſſe, and pro- 
ſecuted by the ſaid Robert Mead, in breach of the 
pri of this houſe z' and was ordered to be 
heard on Tueſday ſ©nnight, and ſaid John Paty, 
John Oviat, John Paton, jun, and Henry Baſſe, 
do then attend, and copies of the original decla- 
rations be laid before the houſe. 

24th. Ordered, Daniel Horne, a plaintiff in one 
of the actions complained of to be brought againſt 
the conſtables of Ailſbury, do attend on Tueſday 
ſennight. 

Dec. 5. The houſe proceeded, and the ſerjeant at 
arms proved the ſervice of orders on the perſons 
who were to attend : but Mr. Mead not attending, 
a witneſs was examined, and proved Mr. Mead's 
ings in the five new actions, and the de- 
clarations were delivered in, and one of them read. 

The ſeveral plaintiffs in the ſaid actions attended, 
ann and the houſe re- 


folved, 


That John Paty, of Ailſbury, has been guilty of 
commencing and proſecuting an action at common 
law againſt William White and others, the late con- 
his vote in 
the election of members to ſerve in con- 


trary to the declaration, in high contempt of the 


of this houſe; and reſolved the ſame of the other 
plaintiffs, "and committed every one of them to 
Newgate. Reſolved, 


| Reſolved, that Mr. Robert Mead has been guilty 
of ſoliciting and proſecuting (as attorney at law) di- 


vers actions at common law againſt William White 


and others, late conſtables of Ailſbury, for not al- 
lowing divers votes in the election of members to 
ſerve in parliament, contrary to the declaration, in 
high contempt of the juriſdiftion, and in breach of 
the privileges of this houſe. —Ordered to be taken 
into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms. 
The ſaid perſons continued in Newgate until the 
iſt of February. | 

Feb. 1. Ordered, the keeper of Newgate do bring 


to-morrow to this houſe John Paty, John Oviat, 


John Paton, jun. and Henry Baſſe, committed by 
this houſe. | | 

Feb. 2. The faid perſons were brought and exa- 
mined, as was the keeper and turnkey, and the ſaid 
perſons were remanded. | 

Michaelmas term, 1704. An habeas corpus was 
moved for in the Queen's Bench by the ſaid perſons 
in this vacation, and returned in Hilary term, and 
they were brought up and their caſe argued: but the 
court, againſt the opinion of Chief Juſtice Holt, 
LT” them ; whereupon John Paty and John 
Oviat petitioned the Queen for a writ of error, to 
bring this laſt proceeding of the court of Queen's 
Bench into parliament. | 

24th. Thereupon the houſe reſolved, 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to her Ma- 
jeſty, humbly to lay before her Majeſty the un- 
doubted right and privilege of the commons of 
England in parliament aſſembled, to commit for 
breach of privilege, and. the commitments of this 
houſe are not examinable in any other court what- 
ſoever; and that no ſuch writ of error was ever 
brought, nor doth any writ of error lie in this caſe 
and that, as this houſe hath expreſſed their duty to 
her Majeſty in giving diſpatch to, all the ſupplies, 
ſo they have an entire confidence in her Majeſty's 
goodneſs and juſtice, that ſhe will not give leave 
for any writ of error in this caſe, which will tend 
to the overthirowing the undoubted rights and pri- 
vileges of the commons of England. 

Reſolved, that whoever has abetted, promoted, 
countenanced, or aſſiſted, the proſecution of the ſe- 
veral writs of habeas corpus brought for the pri- 
ſoners committed by this houſe, and ſince their be- 
ing remanded have endeavoured the procuring writs 
of error, are guilty of conſpiring to make a differ- 
ence between the lords and commons in parliament 
aſſembled, are diſturbers of the peace of the king- 
dom, and have endeavoured, as far as in them lay, 
to overthrow the rights and privileges of the com- 
mons of England in parliament aſſembled. 

Ordered a committee' to enquire what perſons 
have been concerned in ſoliciting, proſecuting, or 
pleading, upon the writs of habeas corpus, or writs 
of error, on behalf of the priſoners committed to 
Newgate for breach of privilege of this houſe, or 
what other perſons have abetted or promoted the 
ſame. 

26th. Secretary Hedges reported the Queen's an- 
ſwer to the above addreſs. 

Her Majeſty is much troubled to find the houſe of 
commons of opinion, that her granting the writs of er- 
ror mentioned in their addreſs, is againſt their privi- 
leges, of which her Majeſty will be as tender as of 
her own prerogative ; and therefore the houſe of 
commons may depend, her Majeſty will not do any 
thing to give them any juſt occaſion of complaint: 
but this matter relating to the courſe of judicial pro- 
ceedings being of the higheſt importance, her Ma- 
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jeſty thinks it neceſſary to weigh and conſider very 
carefully, what may be proper for her to do in a 
thing of ſo great concern. 

Ordered to conſider this meſſage on the morrow 
morning. 

The Earl of Dyſert reported from the committee 
to examine what perſons have been concerned in ſo- 
liciting, proſecuting, or pleading, upon the writs 
of habeas corpus, or writs of error, &c. that it ap- 
peared to the committee, that Mr. Alexander Den- 
ton moved for the habeas corpus, Serjeant Hook 
moved to ſhorten the day for the return, Mr. Fran- 
cis Page, Mr. James Montague, Mr. Nicholas Lech- 
mere, and the ſaid Mr. Denton, pleaded on the re- 
turn of the ſaid writs; that Mr. Montague and 
Mr. Lechmere attended as counſel at Lord Chief 
Juſtice Holt's chamber, to conſider what entry to 
make on remittitur ; that the ſerjeant's meſſengers 
had endeavoured to ſerve Mr. Lee of Clement's Inn, 
but not meeting him, ſhewed his clerk the original 
order of ſummons, which he refuſed to read, or re- 
ceive a Copy thereof ; that another meſſenger had 
perſonally ſummoned Mr. Harris, but neither Mr. 
Lee nor Mr. Harris attended. —.— 

Reſolved, Mr. Lee of Clement's Inn having been 
ſummoned to attend a committee of this houſe, and 
not attending thereupon, is guilty of a contempr, 
and breach of privilege, of this houſe : —alſo the 
like reſolution in regard to Mr. Harris ; and order- 
ed both of them to be committed to the cuſtody of 
the ſerjeant at arms; after which, reſolved, 

Mr. F. Page, Mr. Montague, Mr. Denton, and 
Mr. Lechmere, in pleading on the return of the ha- 
beas corpus on behalf of the priſoners committed 
by this houſe, are guilty of a breach of privilege of 
this houſe, and ordered them ſeverally to be taken 
into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms. Alſo, 

Ordered the ſeveral perſons who were committed 
to Newgate be removed into the cuſtody of the ſer- 
jeant at arms. | 

27th. The ſerjeant at arms acquainted the houſe, 
that he had received the perſons who were com- 
mitted to Newgate, and had 4lfo taken Mr. Mon- 
tague; but that he ſhewed a protection from the 
houſe of lords, (upon the petition of the ſaid per- 
ſons) by which the ſaid Mr. Montague, Mr. Page; 
Mr. Denton, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Lee, were aſ- 
ſigned counſel and attornies for the ſaid perſons, and 
protected by the houſe of lords, and that all of- 
ficers, ſerjeants at arms, and other perſons, were 
forbid to meddle with them ; that Mr. Lechmere 
had eſcaped, Mr. Harris was in cuſtody, and that 
Mr. Page and Mr. Denton were not to be found : 
whereupon, ordered a committee to ſearch the jour- 
nals of the houſe of lords, what proceedings have 
been in this matter in that houſe. | 

28th. Mr. Bromley reported from the ſaid com- 
mittee the ' proceedings in the houſe of lords, viz. 

7 February 26. 

Upon reading the petition of the perſons priſoners 
in Newgate, in relation to ſome proceedings for 
obtaining the writs of error, and praying, amongſt 
other things the protection of the houſe, it was or- 
dered to conſider the ſaid petition the next day, and 
the judges to come prepared to ſpeak to the point, 
whether a writ of error be a writ of right or a 
writ of grace; and that the petitioners have notice, 
that, when they ſend the names of their counfel and 
agents they deſire to be protected, they ſhall have 
the protection of the houſe for them. In purſu- 
ance of which order, they ſent the names of 

E James. 
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James Montague, 
Nicholas Lechmerf, 
Alexander Dentor, 
Francis Page, 
William Lee, 2 

\ | John Harris, Attormies at law. 

Whereupon the lords ordered the faid counſellors 
and attornies to have the protection and privi- 
lege of the houſe in the adviſing, applying for, 
and proſecuting the ſaid writs of error ; and that 
all keepers of priſons and goalers, and all ſerjeants 
at arms, and other perſons whatever, be ſtrictly 
prohibited from arreſting, impriſoning, or otherwiſe 
detaining or moleſting them, any, or either of them, 
as they, and every of them, will anſwer the con- 
trary to this houſe In the ſaid report are alſo 
the two petitions (in hæc verba) of the ſaid perſons 
to the lords, which are printed at large in the State 
trials, vol. viii. p. 140, -141. 

After this report, the ſerjeant acquainted the 
houſe, that Mr. Denton was taken into cuſtody : 
after which, 

A meſſage was brought from the lords to defire a 
conference in the Painted Chamber upon ſome an- 
tient fundamental liberties of the kingdom; which 
was agreed to, and a committee appointed, who 
went, and being returned, 

The Marquis of Hartington reported, the confer- 
ence was man by the Earl of Sunderland, who 
informed them, the conference was deſired in order 
to keep up a good correſpondence between the'two 
houſes ; that, when either houſe has apprehended 
the proceedings of the other to be liable to excep- 
tion, a conference has been the uſual antient parlia- 
mentary method, in order to lay open and debate 
the matters, to rectify what has been amiſs, or 
the houſe, who thought itſelf injured, might be 
fatisfied the cauſe of the complaint was groundleſs : 
for this reaſon, the lords have commanded the 
houſe to be acquainted, that on conſideration of 
the petition of Daniel Horne, Henry Baſſe, John 
Paton, jun. and alfo on the petition of John Party, 
and John Oviat, complaining of their being im- 
priſoned for about twelve weeks by ſeveral war- 
rants ſigned by the ſpeaker of the houſe of com- 
mons for commencing and proſecuting actions at 
common law againſt the late conſtables of Ailſbury, 
for not allowing their votes at an election of mem- 
bers to ſerve in parliament; which actions they were 
encouraged to bring by reaſon of a judgment given 
in parliament upon a writ of error brought in the 
laſt ſeſſions by one Aſhby againſt White; and al- 
ſo repreſenting what had been done by them in order 
to obtain their liberty ; and alfo upon conſideration 
of the houſe of peers on the whole matter; and 
alſo on conſideration of the votes of the houfe of 
commons of the 24th inſtant, the houſe of lords 
had found themſelves obliged to come to ſeveral 
reſolutions, which they had ordered to be commu- 
nicated at this conference, viz. 


Reſolved, by the lords ſpiritual and temporal, 


Counſelloxs at law. 


chat neither houſe of parliament hath any power, 


by any vote or declaration, to create to themſelves 
any new privilege, that is not warranted by the 
known laws and cuſtoms of parliament. 

That every freeman of England, who apprehends 
himſelf to be injured, has a right to ſeek redreſs 
by action at law; and that the commencing and 
profecuting any action at common law againſt any 
perſon not entitled to privilege of parliament is no 
breach of privilege of parliament : 

That the houſe of commons, in committing to 


Newgate Daniel Horne, Henry Baſſe, and John 


d of A1LSBURY: 


Paton, jun. John Paty and John Oviat, fot cota- 
mencing and ng an action at common 
law againſt the late conſtables of Ailſbuty, fot not 
allowing their votes in elections of members to ſetve 
in parliament, upon pretence that their doing ſo 
was Contrary to a declaration, a contempt of the 
juriſdiction, and a breach of the privilege of that 
houſe, have aſſumed to themſelves alone a legiſ- 
lative authority, by pretending to attribute the force 
of a law to their declaration; have claimed a juriſ- 
diction not warranted by the conſtitution ; and have 
aſſumed a new privilege, to which they can ſhew no 
title by the law and cuſtom of parliament, and have 
thereby, as far as in them lay, ſubjected the rights 
of Engliſhmen, and the freedom of their perſons, 
to the arbitrary votes of the houſe of commons : 

That every Engliſhman, who is impriſoned by any 
authority whatſoever, has an undoubted right, by 
his agents or friends, to apply for, and obtain, a 
writ of habeas corpus, in order to procure his liberty 
by due courſe of law: 

That for the houſe of commons to cenſure of 
puniſh any perſon for aſſiſting a priſoner to pro- 
cure a writ of habeas corpus, or by vote or other- 
wiſe to deter men from ſoliciting, proſecuting, and 
pleading upon ſuch writ of habeas corpus, in be- 
half of ſuch priſoner, is an atfempt of rous 
conſequence, a breach of the many good ſtatutes 
provided for the liberty of the ſubject, and of per- 
nicious example, by denying the neceſſary aſſiſtance 
to the priſoner upon a commitment of the houſe of 
commons, which has ever been allowed upon all 
commitments whatſoever : 

That a writ of error is not a writ of grace, but 
of right, and ought not to be denied to the ſubject 
when duly applied for, though at the requeſt of 
either houſe of parliament ; the denial whereof be- 
ing an obſtruction of juſtice, and contrary to mag- 
na charta. 

That the lords in theſe reſolutions have ex- 
preſſed the regard and tenderneſs they always had, 
and will ever maintain for the people of England, 
and for the liberties of their perſons, and alſo their 
zeal againſt all innovations to the prejudice of the 
known courfe of law, whereupon the happineſs of 
our conſtirution doth depend ; and hope, upon re- 
collection, the houſe of commons will be of the 
fame opinion in all the particulars refolved by the 
lords, and agree with their lordſhips therein, 

Ordered to be conſidered on the morrow. 

March 1. Conſidered the report of the confer- 
ence, and ordered the managers to draw up what 
is proper to be offered at the next conference. 

3d. The Earl of Dyfert, from the committee ap- 
pointed to enquire of the perſons concerned in ſo- 
liciting, proſecuting, and pleading upon the writs 
of habeas corpus, or writs of error, on the behalf 
of the priſoners committed to Newgate, for breach 
of privilege of this houſe; reported, that one Mr. 
Clifron had been ſummoned to attend the com- 
mittee, but had not attended; and ſeveral ſummons 
had been ifſued for Mr. Cæſar, one of the curſitors 
of London and Middleſex, in order to be examined 
in regard to the applications for making out writs 
of error in behalf of John Oviat, &c. and though 
fo ſummoned, had not obeyed the ſame. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Clifton and Mr. Cæſar, hav- 
ing been ſummoned to attend a committee of the 
houſe, and not attending theteon, are guilty of a 
contempt, and of a breach of privilege of the houſe, 
and ordered the ſaid Mr. Clifton and Mr. Cæſar 
to be taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms. 
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6th. The ſerjeant at arms acquainted the houſe, 

that a perſon had Brought him a writ of habeas 
under the great ſeal, for Mr. Montague (in 

his cuſtody; by order of the houſe) to be brought 
(as he was informed) before the lord-keeper, and he 
delivered it in at the table, where it was read; and 
that he heard another like writ was granted for Mr. 
Denton, which, whilſt this matter was in debate, 
was delivered to the houſe; and the houſe was of 
opinion, that any perſon committed by the houſe of 
commons was not bailable within the a& of habeas 
corpus, 31 Cat. II. but came not then to any reſolution. 

Mr. Bromley then reported from the committee 
appointed to draw up what was proper to be of- 
fered to the lords at the next conference, what they 
had drawn up, which he read in his place, and after 
delivered it in ar the clerks table, where the ſame 
was read, and, with ſome amendments, agreed 
anto. See State trials, yol. viii. p. 143. 

Refolved to defire a conference with the lords 
upon the ſubject of the laſt conference. 

2th. The lords having agreed to the conference, the 
ſame managers, who managed the laſt conference, 
attended the ſame; and Mr. Bromley reported, they 
had delivered to the lords what the houſe had di- 
rected; upon which a meſſage was brought to the 
houſe from the lords, to deſire a free conference to- 
morrow at one o clock; to which the houſe agreed 
to ſend an anſwer by their own meſſengers. 

sth. The houſe ſent a meſſage to the lords, that, 
when the houſe received their meſſage yeſterday, 
the houſe was juſt riſing ; but they now agreed to 
# free conference whenever their lordſhips ſhould 
appoint (the ſame then appointed being paſt) and 
ordered the ſame managers. | 

Sir Thomas Hanmer carried the meſſage, but 
reported the lords were up; after which the houſe 
reaſſumed the confideration of the matter in regard 
to the two writs of habeas corpus granted to bring 
Mr. Montague and Mr. Denton before the lord- 

a 

Reſolved, that no commoner of England, com- 
mitted by the houſe of commons for breach of pri- 
vilege, and contempt of the houſe, ought to be by 
any writ of habeas corpus made to appear in any 
other place, or before any other judicature during 
that ſeſſion of parliament, wherein ſuch perſon was 
committed. | 

| Reſolved, the ferjeant at arms, attending this 
houſe, do make no return of, or yield any obe- 
dience to, the ſaid writs of habeas corpus; and, 
for fuch kis refuſal, he ſhall have the protection of 
the houſe of commons. 

' Reſolved, that the lord - keeper be acquainted with 
this reſolution, to the end the ſaid writs of habeas 
corpus may be ſuperſeded as contrary to law, and 
the privileges of this houſe. 

gth. The clerk of this houſe acquainted the 
houſe, that he had acquainted the lord-keeper with 
che reſblution; and then, 
Sir Thomas Hanmer reported, he having been 
at the lords with the meſſage relating to the free 
conference, the lords agreed to meet the houſe at 
the free conference this day at two o'clock; and 
the managers went, and being returned, 

Mr. Bromley reported, the managers had met 
the lords at à free conference, which laſted very 


long; and that when the managers for the com- 


mons took notice of ſome invaſions of the houſe of 
lords in point of judicature, particulatly as to ap- 
peals, the lords broke up the conference; where- 
upon the houſe ordered the managers to draw up 


what paſſed, and Tay che fame before the houſe 


with all convenzent ſpeed. 

i3th. Mr. Bromley reported, the managers had 
drawn up what paſſed at the free conference, which 
they had directed him to report, which he read in 
his place, and afterwards delivered in at the clerks 
table, and it was ordered to be entered in the jour- 
nals. See the ſame at large in State trials, v. viii. 
p. 149. 

The ſame day the lords drew up a repreſenta- 
tion of this matter in an addreſs to the Queen 
[which ſee in ſame vol. of State trials, p. 163— 
170.] in order to obtain the writ of error; to which 


the Queen (on the 14th of March) gave the fol- 
lowing anſwer. 


My Lords, 

I ſhould have granted the writ of error deſired in 
this addreſs, but finding an abſolute neceſlity of 
putting an immediate end to this ſeſſion, I am ſen- 
ſible there could have been no farther proceedings 
upon that matter. 


Ordered by the lords ſpiritual and temporal in 
parliament aſſembled, that the humble thanks of 
this houſe be preſented to her majeſty for her moſt 
gracious anſwer; in which ſhe has expreſſed fo 
great a regard to the judgment of this houſe, fo 
much compaſſion to the petitioners, and ſuch ten- 
derneſs to the rights of the ſubject, 

The ſame day the Queen came to the houſe, and 
put an end to the ſeſſions, which put an end to 
this affair. 

Nov. 14. 1705. A petition of Simon Harcourt, 
eſquire, was read, ſhewing,. that at the election of 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
the petitioner, Sir John Packington, Sir John Whit- 
wrong, and Simon Mayne, eſquire, were candi- 
dates; that the my officers for managing elec- 
tions to parliament for the ſaid borough, were Wil- 
liam Spenſer, and William Gouldſworth, the legal 
conſtables, but the precept was delivered to Wil- 
liam Lee and Robert Todd, who were not the legal 
conſtables of the ſaid borough ; yet they proceeded 
to the ſaid election, and by admitting many to poll 
for Sir John Whitwrong and Mr. Mayne, who had 
no right, and by reaſon of divers illegal practices, 
they had a majority on the poll, and were there- 
upon returned with the precept by the ſaid Lee and 
Todd, though the petitioner and Sir John Pack- 
ington were duly elected by a majority of qualified 
voters, and, as ſuch, were returned by the ſaid con- 
ſtables Spenſer and Gouldſworth; but the ſheriff of 
the county refuſed to receive the ſame : and pray- 
ing the houſe, &c. 


Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 


committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report it with their opinion. 

Nov. 27. 1708. A petition of John Eſſington, 
eſquire, was read, ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough, Simon Mayne, eſquire, Sir John Whit- 
wrong, and the petitioner, were candidates; and, 
upon a poll then taken, Mr. Mayne and the peti- 
tioner were duly elected; but there being four con- 
ſtables that returned members for the ſaid borough, 
two of them, viz. William Ray and Joſeph Hum- 
phrys, did encourage and admit ſeveral perſons to 
vote for Sir John that had no right, and ſet down 
for him thoſe who voted for the petitioner, and re- 
fuſed divers good votes for him; and by corrupt 


practices others were prevailed upon to vote for 
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Sir John Whitwrong, and Ray and Humphrys have 
returned Sir John and Mr. Mayne; and the other 
two conſtables have returned (by indenture) Mr. 
Mayne and the petitioner, which laſt return the 

high-ſheriff accepted, and by his under-ſheriff exe- 
cuted a counterpart thereof; yet the ſheriff hath not 
returned the petitioner : and praying the houſe, &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be heard at the 
bar of the houſe on the gth day of April next. 

Nov. 26. 1709. Mr. Eſſington preſented the like 

ition. 

Ordered, That it be heard at the bar on the roth 
day of December next ; and that the ſheriff of the 
county of Bucks for 1708 do then attend, with the 
indenture for this borough. 

Dec. 1. Ordered, that Mr. Eſſington have leave 
to withdraw his petition. 

Ordered, a new writ for eleCting a burgeſs t to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament, in the room of Sir John 
Whitwrong, Bart. made a colonel in the army. 

March 3. 1713. A petition of Nathanael Mead 
and John Deacle, eſquires, was read, ſhewing, that 
the petitioners, Simon Harcourt and John Eſſington 
were candidates for this borough ; that the petitio- 
ners were duly elected, and ought to have been re- 
turned; but two conſtables of the borough, in the 
intereſt of Mr. Harcourt and Mr. Eſſington, did 
poll for them who had no right, and refuſing others, 
who had a right, and would have voted for the pe- 
titioners z and by bribes have procured ſeveral votes 


for the ſaid Mr. Harcourt and Mr. Eſſington, in 


wrong of the petitioners : and praying, &c. 

- Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

March 26. 1715. A petition of Simon Harcourt 

and Philip Herbert, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that at the election for this borough, the La. 
with Mr. Serjeant Mead and John Deacle, eſquires, 
were candidates; that the petitioners were legally 
choſen; but the ſaid Mr. Serjeant Mead and John 
Deacle, by the partiality of Robert Todd and 
William Ray, pretended conſtables, they, by ad- 
mitting many to poll, who had no right, and by 
the illegal practices of the ſaid Mr. Serjeant Mead 
and John Deacle, have procured themſelves to be 
returned, to the prejudice of the petitioners: and 
praying, &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 9. Ordered, that Mr. Harcourt and Mr. 
Herbert have Jeave to withdraw their petition. 


AL. DBO ROUGH, 


HIS borough is ſituated in the county of Suf- 

folk, and never appears to have been repreſent- 

ed in parliament until the 13th 'of Queen Elizabeth, 

when two burgeſſes were returned to the parliament, 

which began on the 2d of April 1571, and a few 

days after the meeting of the parliament, viz. the 
6th of April, 1571, I find, 

Mr. Treaſurer, Mr. Servients, Manwood, Geffrey, 

and Lovelace; Mr. Bell, Mr. Fletman, and Mr. 

Monſon, were appointed to confer with Mr. Attor- 


ney and Mr. Sollicitor, about the return of this and 


other burgeſſes, and to meet on the morrow at three 
o'clock in Mr. Treaſurer's chamber. 

gth. Report was made of the validity of the bur- 
geſſes, and ordered by Mr. Attorney's aſſent, that 
the burgeſſes ſhall remain according to the returns, 


for that the validity of the . charters of their Fowns 
is elſewhere to be examined, if cauſe be. 

March 24. 1689. A petition of Sir Edward 
Turner, knut. was read, ſetting forth, that on the 
21ſt of February, the petitioner, Sir Henry Johnſon 
and William Johnſon were candidates, and the pe- 
titioner had a greater number of perſons, who had 
a right to give their votes, than were polled for 
the ſaid William Johnſon, and therefore ought to 
have been returned with Sir Henry Johnſon ; but 
the bailiff of this borough (at the place of election) 
in prejudice of the petitioner, hath returned the ſaid 
Sir Henry Johnſon and William Johnſon, praying 
conſideration. 

A petition of the freemen and inhabitants of this 
borough was read, ſetting forth, that the petitioners, 
on the 21ſt of February, met in order to make an 
election for burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, and a 
poll being demanded, there appeared to be 26 
of the freemen and inhabitants for Sir Edward 
Turner, as appears by the poll, and for Mr. 


William Johnſon but 14 only, who have the right 
of election; and thereupon Sir Henry Johnſon and 


William Johnſon brought in, out of the country, 
ſeveral gentlemen, farmers and others, not inha- 
biting within the borough, nor paying ſcot and Jot, 
nor bearing any charge of the corporation, being 
but lately made free, contrary to the uſage and 
cuſtom of the borough, by the procurement of one 
alderman Bence, purpoſely to aſſiſt in that election; 
by which means the petitioners right of election is. 
deſtroyed, and they debarred of their freedoms there-. 
in; and praying, the ſaid Sir Edward Turner may 
be admitted to fit in parliament. 

Ordered, they be referred to the committee of 
privileges to examine and report, with their opinion. 

October 6. 1690. The petition of Sir Edward. 
Turner was renewed, and referred in like manner; 
but not that of the inhabitants. 

October, 22. 1691. The ſaid petition was again 
renewed. 

Nov. 4. A petition of divers of the inhabitants 
of this borough, touching the election, was pre- 
ſented ; but there being no petition of the ſaid ys 
ſons the laſt ſeſſions, it was not received. 

27th. Ordered, 'the report to be received on 
Tueſday morning. 

Dec. 1. Serjeant Trenchard reported, the queſtion 
was, whether the right of election was in the free- 
men reſident within the borough, or in the freemen 
at large ; for it was agreed, if in the former, the 
petitioner was elected, if in the latter, the ring 
member. 

For the petitioner it was inſiſted, that this was 
a borough by preſcription; and was incorporated 
1 Ed. VI. and produced a charter of Ed, VI. 
and a paper whereby the non-reſident freemen had 
ſubſcribed not to have advantage of the marſhes, 
quay and cauſeway belonging to the town. 

For the ſitting member it was inſiſted, that this 
is a borough by preſcription; and Thomas Wall, 
who was produced by the petitioner, having proved 
the non-reſident freemen had voted in other elections 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament, the committee 
reſolved, 

That William ia eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. The ſaid reſolution being twice read 
was agreed unto by the houſe. 

Nov. 25. 1708. A petition of Michael Hyde and 
William Shepherd, eſquires, was preſented to the 
houſe and read, ſetting forth, that the petitioners 
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were duly choſen burgeſſes for this borough fot this 
preſent parliament ; that Sir Henry Johnſon and 
William Johnſon, by threats and other illegal prac- 
tices, did deter perſons from voting for the peti- 
tioners, and William Robinſon, one of the bailiffs, 
admitted ſeveral to vote againſt the petitioners who 
were ,not qualified, and hath returned. Sir Henry 
Johnſon and William Johnſon to the petitioners 
wrong. "» 

Ordered to be heard at the bar on the 12th of 
February next. 

Nov. 16. 1709. The ſame petition was renewed, 
and referred to the committee of privileges. 

Dec. 22. Ordered the report to be received on 
the morrow morning. 

23d. Mr. Compton reported, that the counſel for 
the petitioners infiſted, that this borough is a borough 
by preſcription, and firſt incorporated by K. Ed. VI. 
and that the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament is in the burgeſſes and freemen inha- 
bitants within the borough, and recaving no alms; 
but produced no evidence. 

The counſel for the ſitting member inſiſted this 

to be a corporation by preſcription, and 

that the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament is in the bailiffs, capital burgeſſes, and 
other inferior burgeſſes, and freemen not receiving 
alms. To prove which, 

Edward Wall ſaid, he had lived in Aldborough 
fixteert years, and had been at four or five elections, 


and that the burgeſſes not reſident in the ſaid bo- 


as well as thoſe refident; voted without diſtinc- 
tion or objection, and never heard the uſage in elec- 
tions for that place was ever otherwiſe; and like- 
wiſe produced a copy of the report upon Sir Ed- 
ward Turner's petition, wherein it was agreed, if 
the election was only in the reſident freemen, the pe- 
titioner was elected. if in the freemen at large, the 
fitting member; and it was reſolved, the ſitting 
member was duly — whereupon the committee 
reſolved, 

1. That the right of decun g burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for the ſaid — is in the bailiffs, 
burgeſſes and freemen not receiving alms. 

The petitioners counſel being informed of this re- 
ſolution, admitted the ſitting members had a majo- 
rity z whereupon the committee reſolved, 

2. That Sir Henry Johnſon, Knt. is duly elected 


a burgeſs to ſerve in wy preſent parliament for this 


borough. © 

That William Johnſon, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. e 

March, 26, 1715. A petition of John Moleſworth 


and John Holt, eſquires, was read, ſhewing, that the 


election came on the 1ſt day of February laſt for 
this borough, where the petitioners polled 35, by 
which they have a majority of freemen, who by the 
intent of their charter have a right'to vote, yet the 
bailiffs permitted a number of people, called hono- 
rary freemen and outſetters, to poll for Sir Henry 
Johnſon, knt. and William Johnſon, eſquire, by 
which proceedings, with threats, bribery, &c. and 
by detaining freemen nine days at the ſaid Sir Henry 
Johnſon's houſe, have procured themſelves to be 
returned for the ſaid borough, in manifeſt prejudice 
to the petitioners, and deſtructive to the known 
rights of the corporation: and praying, &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred, to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, wich their opinion. 

—— 26. 1715. * ogra: numbers of 
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the capital burgeſſes ani other freemeti of this bo- 
tough was read; ſhewing, that on the 1ſt of Fe- 
bruary laſt the ele&iori came on, where John Holt 


and John Moleſworth, eſquires, had a Eleir majo- 


rity of the freemen inhabitants, whereupori the pe- 


_ titioners demanded a return for the ſaid Mr. Moleſ- 


worth and Mr. Holt; but the bailiffs permitted ſe- 
veral under the title of honoraty freemen or outſet- 
ters to vote, and have returned Sir Henry Johnſon 
and William Johnſon; eſquire, pretending they had 
the majority: and praying, &c. 

Ordered; that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 8. Ordered, that the capital bu rgeſles of 
this borough have leave to withdraw their petition. 

May 20. Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to 
the committee of privileges and elections, that they 
do hear the matter of the election for this borough 
on the 1ſt day of June next. 

June 13. Ordered that the report be received on 
Thurſday next. 

16th. Mr. Hampden reported the matter, as 
follows : 

- That the petitioners counſel alledged this is a bo- 
rough by preſcription, and the right of election is 
in the bailiffs and burgeſſes reſident in the borough: 

That the counſel for the ſitting members alledged 
it to be a corporation by preſcription, and the right 
of election is in the bailiffs, burgeſſes and freemen 
at large. 

That a charter of King Ed. VI. was produced, 
reciting this to be a borough, and thenceforth in- 
corporating the ſame, and the inhabitants in the 
ſaid borough, by the bailiffs and burgeſſes, with 
power to make ordinances for the government of 
the ſame, and any of the King's ſubjects xholly re- 
ſident or not wholly reſident there, the preamble of 
which charter mentions it to be granted ob ſingula- 
rem amorem Regis erga tenentes & inhabitantes buryi. 
| 4to Jac. A charter of incorporation de novo, by 
the name of baliffs and burgeſſes, creating and con- 
ſtituting primos & modernos ballives' & primos & 
modernos capitales burgenſes, with further privileges. 

In 1657, an order in the town book, excluding 
out-burgeſſes and foreigners from commoning in 
the town marſh, becauſe they did not contribute to 
any public charge in the corporation. 

In 1661, a return by bailiffs, burgeſſes, and com- 
monalty, under the common ſeal. 

In 1669, a return by one bailiff and five bur- 
geſſes, under their hands and ſeals. 

Sarah Hills ſaid, ſhe was at the election in 1661, 
and none but inhabitants then voted; but ſhe was 
not in the town- hall during the whole election: that 
ſhe knew all the perſons who ſigned the return in 
1669 were inhabitants; that ſhe had been at ſeveral 
elections ſince, where none but inhabitants voted, 
and formerly no others claimed to vote: 

Roſe Becket being called, ſaid, ſhe knew nothing 
of elections; but ſaid, ſhe had been threatened and 
abuſed by one Oſborne. 

Thomas Richas ſaid, that none but inhabitants 
burgeſſes voted in 1669, when there was but one 
candidate: that the town burgeſſes have privileges 
in the town marſhes, which the out- burgeſſes 
have not. 

John Poſtle ſaid, the out · burgeſſes do not do 
watch and ward. | 

That on the ſitting members ſide, William Ro- 
binſon ſaid, he had known the borough fifty years, 


in all his time the freemen at large voted ; and he 
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never knew any out-burgeſſes refaſed ; he himſelf 


lived out of the town 20 years, and voted in all 


elections in that time; the out · burgeſſes ſerve town 
offices, and are annually called over by the roll, as 


well as the reſident freemen, upon election of bailiff 


arid burgeſſes, and are fined for non- appearance. 
He named four out · burgeſſes who voted in 1669, 
viz. Newport, Gufford, Shepherd and Porter. 

Thomas Willis, Edward Wall and John Dawſon, 
ſpoke to 67, 55 and 18 years, in which time the 
ſaid out- burgeſſes had always voted without refuſal, 

and that they are annually called over upon the clec- 
tion of bailiffs and chief burgeſſes, and are fined for 
non- appearance. 

That it appeared by the journals of the houſe, 
that Dec. 1. 1691, Mr. Johnſon, who was choſen 
by the freemen at large, was determined to be duly 
elected; and, on Dec. 23. 1709, it was unanimouſly 


refolved, that the right of election is in the bailiffs, 


burgeſſes and freemen not receiving alms, 
The petitioners, counſel in reply alledged, that in 

theſe conteſts there was very little or no evidence t6 

be. had againſt members who were then returned. 


The committee reſolved, that the right of election 


of members to ſerve in parliament for this borough 
is not in the bailiffs, burgeſſes and freemen of the 
ſaid borough; not receiving alms. 
| Thar the right of election of members to ſerve in 
t for this borough is in the bailiffs and 
urgeſſes reſident within the ſaid borough, and not 
receiving alms. 
That the poll was for the fitting members 46, 
for the petitioners 35. 


It was proved, that 19 of the ſitting members 


votes were non-reſident, and one received alms. 
The names of the 19 are, Sir Henry Johnſon and 


William Johnſon, eſquire, John Robinſon and Alex- 


ander Bence, eſquires, William Howell, Edward 
Lark, Kavel Gray, George Lyle, Michael Baldrey, 

Thomas Meadows, Richard Laſhley, Chriſtopher 
Staffe, Edward Flower, John Wall, Jonathan Norris, 
William — Ws Willem ** Iſhmael Lars 
and Alexander Ofborn | 

- That Sir Henry Rs is not duly ele&ed 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That William -Jahnſor, eſquire, is not duly clect⸗ 
ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament For 
this borough : 

That John Molſeworth, eſquire, is duly elected a 


burgeſs to ſerve in this Pn t for this 


borough. 
That John Holt, eſquire, is duly elected a burgeſs 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough. 
The four reſolutions were twice read ; and: dif- 
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HIS borough never appears to have "LA 
repreſented in parliament until the year 1588; 
nor de I meet with any memoirs. of the right or 
concerning the election until, 

Ian. 7. 1673. A petition of James Long, eſquire, 
was read, complaining of the practice and undue 
carriage of John Ramſden, eſquire, late high-ſheriff 
of the: county of York, in making a double return 
for this borough of Sir John Rereſby and Robert 
Benſon, eſquire, who are neither of them duly elected, 
in wrong of the petitioner, who was duly elected by 
the majority of ſuch perſons as have right of elec- 
tion, and his indenture by them ſigned and ſealed 
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and delivered in to the ſaid high ſheriff, who did 
promiſe, and ought to have returned the ſame. _ 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges, to examine and report the ſtate of the 
caſe with their opinion. 

Jan. 2g. Ordered the merits and return be heard 

together. 
„ The houſe after this fat until the 24th of Febru- 
ary, when the ſeſſion ended and they met again 
on the 1oth of November following, but fat only 
one day, when they were prorogued to the 13th day 
of April following. 

April 17, 1675. A petition of Robert Benſon, 
eſquire, read, and ordered to be referred to the 
committee of privileges to take conſideration of 
. + « + » regularity of the return for this borough, and 
to report the matter with their opinion. 

April 24. Report by Sir Thomas Meeres on the 
matter of the return, and the ſtate. of the evidence 
thereupon, and two reſolves which he read in his 
place, and afterwards delivered the ſame at the 
clerk's table, where they were read and agreed to. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Benſon is not well returned 
as a member to ſit in parliament for this borough. 

That Sir John Rereſby is well returned to {ſerve 
as member for this borough. - | | 

Feb. 26, 1676. A petition of the burghers was. 
read, and ordered to be referred to the committee 
of elections, to examine ard report it with their 
opinion. 

May 23, 1678. A petitian on the behalf of the 
burghers was read, and exceptions being taken 
thereto, it was withdrawn. 

zoth. A petition of the ſeveral burghers of this 
borough was read, ſetting forth, that Sir John 
Rereſby had procured himſelf to be returned, al - 
though he was not duly elected; and exception being 
taken to the ſaid petition, that there was an 'affida- 
vit upon the {ame paper, it was ordered that. the 
affidavit be blotted out, and the petition referred to 
the committee of privileges, to examine and 
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March 19, 1678. A petition of Sir Godfrey 
Copley, baronet, complaining of an undue prac- 
tice uſed by the high ſheriff of the county of Tork, 
in returning Sir John Rereſby to ſerve in the pre- 
ſent parliament as burgeſs for this borough, in in- 
jury of the petitioner, who was duly elected, &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee to ex- 
amine and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

May 15, 1679. Report by Sir Thomas Meeres, 
that the committee had taken into conſideration the 
matter, and it to the committee, that Sir 
John Rereſby had about 19 of the inhabitants pay- 
ing ſcot and lot, who voted for him in the ſaid elec- 
tion, and Sir Godfrey Copley had about a4 of the 
ſaid inhabitants paying ſcot and lot; whereupon 
the committee reſolved, 

That all the inhabitants paying ſcot gd lot have 
only right to yore in cleRing members to in 
parliament for the ſaid borough; a 

That Sir John Rereſby is. not duly elected 0 * 
in this preſent parſiament for the ſaid borough, 

That Sir Godfrey Copley is duly e n ferye 
in this preſent parliament for the {aid borough. ' 
The houſe agreed in the ſaid refolutions with 
the committee, and ordered the clerk of the crown 
to attend on the morrow, to take off the indenture 
'of Sir John Rereſby, and affix che indenturs gf Sir 
Godfrey Copley to the return. ' 16th; 
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th. The clerk of the crown attended; and a- 
mended the return as aforeſaid. 

In the year 1689, there was a double return of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough z 
by one indenture Henry Boyle and John Vanden- 


bendic, eſquires; and by another, Sir Michael 


Wentwarth and Chriſtopher Tancred, eſquire, which 
were referred to the conſideration of the committee. 
May 10, 1690. Orden to be reported on Thurſ- 
* Ordered to be reported on Saturday next. 
17th. Mr. Grey reported, that the main queſtion 
was, whether the right of election was in a ſelect 
number of burgeſſes holding by burgage tenure in 
the ſaid harough, or in the inhabitants paying ſcot 
and lot: if in the ſelect number, then Mr. Boyle 
and Mr. Vandenbendic were duly elected; · if in the 
inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, then Sir Michael 
Wentworth and Chriſtopher Tancred were elected. 
For the former, produced ſeveral returns, viz. 
14 Eliz. by a ſelect number, but the record torn 
x Jac. by 7 burgeſſes and boroughmen ; 
21 Jac. by 7 burgeſſes and borou ; 
3 Car. by g burgeſſes and boroughmen); 
15 Car. the ſame; 


x3 Car. IL ger 9 deaf majorem portem bur- 


25 Car. II. per 16 — @hes burgenſes ; and 
John Benſon, eſquire, was elected per 6 et diver/es 
alios burgenſes, and Sir John Rereſby was elected: 
that theſe two laſt ware a double return, and it was 
reſolved by the houſe for Mr. Benſon. 

Michael Hardcaſtle, John Hickman, and Richard 
Lumley ſaid, the right was in the boroughmen, who 
were commonly accounted to be 9; and Hardcaſtle 
Jaid, the g borough-holders vated for Mr. my 
and Mr. 7 6 wn hn ey 

That for Sir Michael Wentworth and Mr. Tan- 
cred it was inſiſted, the right was in the inhabit- 
ants, and though only ſore few might join in the 
return, yet others might be concerned in the elec- 
tion, and produced ſeyeral returns; 

1 Car. II. burgeſſes and boroughmen ; 

Zodem anna, another of the ſame; | 
13 Car. II. per 9 burgenſas exiſten. major. partem 
30 Car. II. per 20 & wiltos alios burgen/. exiſten. 
maj. partem hurgenſium gui election. interfuerint ; 

31 Car. II. per 58 t al. burgen. exiſten. majorem 
partem dungen. præſantiuw. 
 Reſalution, 1679, that the election was in the in- 
habitants paying ſcot and lot; 

A return a 33 Car. II. * 4 et alios burgenſes 
eiuſdem burgi 

I 3 II. * 63 2 et alias cjuſdem burgi 
exiſten. majorem pariem burgenſium praſentium. 

That it was ſaid, that 3 of the g that claimed to 
be borough-holders received alms, and others were 
very poor. 

That as to the merits of the return, it was not 
much infiſted on: only it was ſaid, that 7 of the 9 

had joined in the choice of the bailiff, 
who returned Sir Michael Wentworth and Mr. Tan- 

E reſolved, 

1. That the right of electing burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough is not only in the ſe- 
lect number of burgeſſes holding by burgage tenure 
in the ſaid 
2. Reſolyed, that che inhabitants of the ſaid bo- 
rough paying ſcot and lot have a right to vote for 
"Ree, ee Medad Weed 

Michael Wentworth and 


Chriſtopher Tancred, eſquire, are duly returned and 
elected burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for the ſaid borough ; all which reſolutions were 
read a ſecond time, and agreed to by the houſe. 
Ordered, the clerk of the crown do attend on 
Monday with the return for this borough, | in order 
to amend the ſame. 

19th. The clerk of the crown attended, and a- 
mended the return by taking off the file the inden- 
ture by which Mr. Boyle and Mr. Vandenbendic 
are returned. 

Nov. 27, 1696. A petition of ſeveral of the in- 
habitants of this borough was preſented and read, 
ſetting forth, that the petitioners have duly choſen 
Arthur Kay, eſquire, to be their repreſentative in 
this preſent parliament, in the room of Sir Michael 
Wentworth ; but Richard Sutton, bailiff of the bo- 
rough, had returned Henry Fairfax, eſquire, who, 
contrary to the act made the laſt ſeſſion, ſpent great 
ſums of money in treating the electors : and pray- 
ing the juſtice of the houſe, that Mr. Kay may be 
admitted as their repreſentative. Alſo, 

A petition of Arthur Kay, eſquire, to the ſame 
rpoſe. 

Ordered, the merits of the election be heard at 
the bar on the 21ſt of December. 

Dec. 21, 1696. The houſe proceeded to the hear- 
ing of the merits of the ſaid election, and counſel 
and witneſſes were heard on both ſides. 

Reſolved, nemine contradicente, that Henry Fair- 
fax, eſquire, having, contrary to the late act of par- 
liament, expended money in order to his election to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for the borough of 
Aldborough, in the county of York, ſince the va- 
cancy thereof by the death of Sir Michael Went- 
worth, is aiſabled and incapable, upon ſuch elec- 
tion, to ſerve as a burgeſs for the ſaid borough. 

The queſtion being put, that Arthur Kay, eſquire, 
is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough, it paſſed, on a diviſion, 
in the negative 


Reſolved, the late election for the faid borough i is 
a void election. 

Ordered, that no motion be made for a warrant 
for a new writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough 
until after twelve o'clock in a full houſe. 

Jan. 13, 1696. A motion was made for a new 
writ, and a debate ariſing, the debate was adjourned 
until Tueſday morning next. 

19th. Debate was farther adjourned till Saturday 
next. 
23d. Debate farther adjourned until Wedneſday 
next. 

27th. Debate came on, and a motion was made, 
and the queſtion put, that the ſpeaker do iſſue his 
warrant for making out a new writ for electing a 
burgeſs for this borough in the room of Sir Mi- 


chael Wentworth deceaſed, it paſſed in the negative. 


Reſolved, that no new writ do iſſue this ſeſſion 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough in the room 
of the ſaid Sir Michael Wentworth. 

Dec. 3, 1697. A motion was made for a new 
writ in the room of Sir Michael Wentworth. 
Ordered to be conſidered on this day fortnight. 

175th. Ordered to conſider of the motion this day 
fortnight. 

30th. A petition of the electors of the antient bo- 
rough of Aldborough was preſented to the houſe 
and read, ſhewing, that they lying under the mis-- 


fortune of being unadviſedly miſled to tranſgreſs 
the late act of parliament made for preventing dif- 


orders and abuſes in elections, and to their great 
4 grief 
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The Borough of AL DBoROUGH | 


grief incurring the diſpleaſure of the houſe; of 
which they are ſo deeply ſenſible, that they reſolve 
never to faffer any irregularities in any future elec- 
tions for their borough, but ſtrictly and faithfully 
to obſerve ſo good and beneficial a law; and pray- 
ing to be received into the favour of the honourable 
houſe, by being allowed to go to an election to fill 
up the preſent want of a member in this borough. 

_ Ordered, Mr. ſpeaker do iſſue his warrant for 
making out a new writ for electing a burgeſs, in 
the room of Sir M. Wentworth deceaſed. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Cyril Arthington, 
eſquire, was preſented and read, ſetting forth, that 
the petitioner and Sir Abſtrupus Danby ſtood can- 
didates to ſerve as a burgeſs in the preſent parlia- 


ment for this borough, and the petitioner was le- 


gally choſen; but Sir Abſtrupus Danby did by di- 
vers illegal practices, contrary to the act of parlia- 
ment to prevent charges in elections, procure ſe- 
veral votes for himſelf; and praying a ſhort day 
for hearing the merits of the ſaid election. 

A petition of Chriſtopher Tancred, eſquire, was 
read, ſetting forth, that at the laſt election for this 
borough, the petitioner did offer himſelf to be one 
of their burgeſſes, and verily believes he ſhould 
have been choſen, had it not been for moſt noto- 
rious bribery and repeated menaces before, at, and 
dince the election; which the petitioner doubts not 
to make out by unqueſtionable teſtimony : and pray- 
ing the juſtice of the houſe in the premiſes. 
| Ordered theſe petitions to be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges, to examine and report with 
their opinion. 

Nov. 16, 1699. The petition of Mr. Tancred was 
renewed, and referred as before. 
goth. The petition of Mr. Arthington was. alſo 
renewed, and referred in like manner... 

: Jan. 16. Ordered, that Mr. Arthington have leave 
to withdraw his petition. 

March 1. Ordered, the report from the commit. 
tee touching this election — made an the morrow. 

. 2d. Report by Sir Rowland Gwynn, that Sir 
George Cook's election was not conteſted; the poll 
.was for Sir Abſtrupus Danby 30, for the petitioner 
10; but the petitioner inſiſted, that the ſitting mem- 
ber's votes were procured by bribery; to prove which 

William Pentith ſaid, that about three weeks or a 
month before the election, Sir Abſtrupus Danby 
came to the borough and ſent for the boroughmen, 


and him amongſt the reſt, and told them, he had 


thought on a way to aratify the town, if. they 


would chuſe him parliament man; that he would 


give two loads of coals to each boroughman, and 
ſend tickets for the ſame; that he had a ticket from 
one of Sir Abſtrupus's ſervants, wha told him they 
had been about to deliver tickets to others, and pro- 
duced his ticket dated 8 June z that tickets were 
given only to boroughmen, and to them without 
diſtinction; that it was noiſed about that this would 
be deemed bribery, whereupon two of Sir Abſtru- 
pus's ſervants defired his ticket again, but he re- 
fuſed; that about a fortnight or ten days before the 
election, Sir, Abſtrupus treated the boroughmen at 
his houſe, and had his fire and candle, and Mr. 
Johnſon paid him 24. 58. for the ſame, bur owned 
he did not vote for Sir Abſtrupus Danby. 

John Elly, Thomas Rawlins and Richard Swith- 


in regard to the coals; and Elly's ticket was pro- 
duced, but none could ſay any coals were deliver- 
ed nor did either of theſe vote for Sir Abſtrupus 
Danby. Rawlins added, that Sir Abſtrupus TY 


3 W the e a 


told them his houfe wis on the toad as they went 


for the coals, and if they would call, they ſhould 


have entertainment as they went by; that Mr. 
Johnſon, Sir Abſtrupus Danby*s Steward, met hin\ 
afterwards, and pulled out. an handful of ' money, 
and gave him 5s. but he (Rawlins) told Mr. John- 
ſon, he could not then reſolve ; that about a fort- 
night before the election he met Sir Abſtrupus 
Danby, who ſaid, I ſuppoſe my man has given you 
58. and if you will vote for me I will give you 51. 

Richard Smithſon ſaid, he' was not preſent when 
the promiſe was made of the coals to the reſt; but 
Sir Abſtrupus Danby came to his houſe, and de- 
fired his vote, and told him he ſhould have two 
load of coals, and a ticket to fetch them by; but 
Sir Abſtrupus after came to his wife, and defired it 
again, and had it; and about ten days before the 


election Sir Abſtrupus Danby met him, and told 


him he would make it twice as good, and if he 
would give him his vote he would give his daugh- 
ter a George; that Stocſaker an attorney, the Sun- 
day before the election, deſired his vote for Sir Ab- 
ſtrupus :Danby, and in that caſe he would bear all 
the charges of a law-ſuit, whether won or loſt; and 
the ſaid Stocſaker pretended to read a letter from his 
mother and brother-in-law, in which it was ſaid, if 
he would vote for Sir Abſtrupus Danby it ſhould 
be better than 1001. to him; that both Rawlins 
and Smithſon ſaid Stocſaker uſed to be much with 
Sir Abſtrupus Danby when. in town. + 


William Pentith and Francis Barraby ſaid; Mr. 


Morris, vicar of this borough, told them he had 
offered four burgeſſes who he named, bur differed in 
their evidence as to one of them; to Mr. Tankred, if 
the ſaid Mr. Tankred would give him 401; Morris 
telling Pentith, that Mr. Tankred had put him to ſo 
much charge by a law-ſuit; but Mr. Tankred refuſed 
to accept the terms, and went away angry with him. 
Mr. Barraby faid, Mr. Morris made the ſame propo- 
ſal for Mr. „who was alſo a candidate, 
and theſe four perſohs being found in Sir Abſtrupus 
Danby's poll, the petitioners counſel inferred, that 
money was given ſor them by Sir Abſtrupus Danby. 
Rawlins alſo ſaid, Mr. Womble came to him, and 
deſired his vote for Sir Abſtrupus Danby, and told 
him, it would be kindly taken by Lady Wentworth; 
that he voted for Sir George Cook and Mr. Tan- 
kred, and had notice to quit his farm he held of 
lady Wentworth, as had George Lawton and Wil- 
liam Painter, who held two other farms under the 
ſaid lady Wentworth; but Rawlins could not ſay 
theſe notices were oceaſioned by their voting, only 
he believed it, becauſe he knew no other reaſon. 
Mr. Staveley ſaid, on the gth of June he delivered 
each boroughman a ticket for two wainldad of 


coals, with this caution, to fetch them before the 
diſſolution of the parliament, and that upon deli- 


very of the tickets, no one was--aſked or promiſed 
their votes; that the laſt parliament being in point 
of time near a diſſolution; and no coals having been 
delivered, it was thought it might be dangerous 
to let them continue out, and therefore called for 
the tickets; all of which, except 6 or 8, were deli- 
vered voluntarily, without any promiſe in lieu; and 
all but two ſigned a note to make no uſe of them, 


the boroughmen being willing that no prejudice 
ſhould come . A Danby, or the town 
ſon ſaid, Sir Abſtrapus Danby was a ſtranger in by 
the town, and all concurred in the ſame evidence 


them. e e., h deen 
Robert Turton ſaid, the tickets e eee 


the Sth of June, no vote aſked, or mention of elec- 


tion, no coals delivered, and the tickets called in 
Mr. 
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Mr. denied he gave Rawlins any money 
— dection, but U. on the 24th of 
May for ſome medals which Rawlins preſented to 


Air Adſtropas Darby 1: dat Sir Abſtrupus Danby | 


did treat the on the 24th of June at 
Pentith's houſe, and - for the uſe of his houſe, linen, 
hay, hre, c. he paid 45's. which Pentich then 
thought indifferent pay that he did not then men- 
tion his vote, or khow he had any. Rawlins 
was then called upon as to the 5s. He denied he ever 
gave any medals eo Mr. Johnſon, but gave them to 
one of Rippon, who did not pay him ſor them, but 


Mr. Johnſon did, but being aſked again, ſaid, Mr. 


election did ſwear he had 40s. per annunh, and that 
he, or his father, never had any freehold. Two 
other witneſſes ſaid, theſe two witneſſes were men 
pets ov agrovonk - rote re com mittse re- 
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Nov. 18. 170. e eee a new writ 
for electing 's burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent par- 
for this borough, im the room of William 

| accepted of an office of 


dd procure themſelves to be 
the petitioners had a ma- 
Jurlty; "and angie 1 have bee returned: e 

&e. 
—— that it be dme c dn eomeniane of 
and elections, to examine the matter, and 
July 13. 1717. Ordered a warrant for making 
our a new ure for this elecung a burgaſs to ſerve in 
for this burgh, in the room 


ALLERTON North. 


. 
York, and ſent burgeſſes to parliament in the 
26th of Rd. R bor ſnom that time until 1640 never 
. one 
Journal,” is, - - | 

Dec. 5. 1640. A motion. made for Matkon 
and Alterwn, two wwns in Yorkſhire, that have 
auciendly far burgeſwe to. parliament, bur fer a 


long time Taye diſbontinusd. It was defired, that 


it mighe be reſived t the eommirtce 
to centifp the e of the matter, upon view and 
examination\ef the recurd. 
_ pack; Ordered, that the tons ef Malton and Al- 
 Iatow in the eunty of York, which formerly: (as 
en the camemiteve wpon- view of the record) 


The Borough ALLER T0 i North, und AN DPO VE R. 


force burgaſids, bur for me kite had diſebntinued, 


be reſtored and rernined to thel? arent privileges 


of ſending burgeſſes to parliament; and tht àa war- 
rant iſſue forth under Mr. $ hand, directed 


to the clock of the utown in Chancery, to fend forth 


x-well for electing of eo burgeſſes to ſetve in this 
preſent parliament for the ſaid towns. 


June 9. 1660. Mr. Prynn reported a lift of ſore 


perſons who ſat on the pretended trial of the late 


King's majeſty; that Francis Laſcells, efquire, 

2 borough) fat on the er gl 
an 

Neſolved, that Francis Laſcells, one of the 

who fat at the trial of the late Ning's ly. by 

diſcharged from being # member of this houſe. 

#2th. Ordered, a new writ be iſſued for the ele. 
ing a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 


rough in the room of Francis Laſcells, diſcharged 
from being a member of this houſe, 


Dec. 20, 1905. A petition of Thomas Harrifon, | 


efquire, was read, ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected a member, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
lament, for this borough, in the room of Robert 
Dormer, eſquire ; but by bribery, and other cor- 
rupt practices, Roger Gale, eſquire, hath procured 
himſelf to be returned: and praying, &c 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 


ANDOVER. 


Hs borough is fitwated in the county of 
Pants, and ſent „ all King Edward 
the ts parliartierits, ao to the firſt partia- 

Gar Edward the Hd; and ty tie 2 
of the ſame Ed wurd the Hd, the fferiff of Hants 
makes this return: Pro! burgenftbur libertabtin epi, 
copi Winton ville Southampton, Portſmouth, Infle 
Vettis, Chrifti colnis, Andiore, Gc. breve Mud re. 
tar natum fuis ballivis eopundem, qiti #Hum inde mibi 
dedernnt reſponſum. In the 4th year—Pro pheribits 
buygenflbes eligend. Le o purliamento præiicto breve ii 
returnat. fuit ba libertatum ville Southampton, 
epiſcopatus Winton. Andivre, &c. qui millum inde mibi 


dederunt reſponſum. From that time until the 2 
of Eliz. intermirted. "_ 


It doth not appear in what manner this borongh 
was reſtored, nor do the journals of the houſe of 
commons afford any memoirs thereof, nor any thing 
relating to the election, until April 30, 1641. Or- 
dered, that the petitien of Sir Wilſiam Waller pre- 
ferred to this houſe eoncerning the election of a bur 
geſs for this borough, and the whole matter of that 
election, be referred: to the conſideration of the com- 
mittee for Sir Lewis Dive. 

Nov. 6, 1679. A petitien of John Deane, eſquire, 
was read, complaining of an undue return of Charles 
Weſt; eſquire, for this borough, in injury of the 
petitioner, who wel ufy clefin; and onght to have 
been returned. 

Ortkred- it to be referred to the committee, to ex- 
amine the matter, and report with their opinion. 
| "The parliament was diflolved' ſoon after, ſo it was 

March 28, 1679. A petition of John Pollen, 
eſquire; was read, complaining, that William Wi- 
thers, efquire, with the bailiff of this bo- 
rough, did by ſeverat illegal and unwartantable 


prabtiees proeure himſelf to be returned to ſerve: in 


this preſent parliament as one of the burgeſſes gr 
| G 


at 


22 


| the place of Sir Henry Vernon; and 


The Bonvugh” of ANDOYER Ay 


Aid ds in injury of the petitioner, -whd was 
duly elected, and ought to have: been returned. «| 
Reſolved; it be. referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges to examine, and report the fame with their 
n. This petition was never hearc. 
* 24, 1680, A petition of Francis Paulet 
and Sir Robert, Henley, touching the election, was 
read, and: referred to the committee but never 
heard. 

Jan. 22, 1688; A idem, Sir Robert Healey. 
Knight, and John Venables, eſquite, on behalf of 
themſelves and the body of the burgeſſes of this bo- 
rough, complaining of an me n of burguFs 
to ſerve in this preſent convention. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of pul- 
vileges to examine, and mon the matter, with 
their opinion. | 
April 1, 1689. Colonel Birch ported from. the 
committee, that the queſtion was, whether the elec+ 
tion lay in the bailiff and ſelect number of bur- 
geſſes only, or in the populace ; and the petitioners 
inſiſted, that it was an antient borough, which uſed 
to ſend members to partiagnongy which have * 


Choſen by the populace. 


Read two precepts. with cheir returns, VIZ. apt 
34 Ed. I. but it did not appear ky e they were 
Choſen ; alſo, - - 

Two indearures att in 30 and 39 Eliz. ſaid 
to be with conſent of the corporation and common- 

alty of the town; alſo . 

A writ for electing a burgeſs in the room of Sir 

Henry Rainsford then lately deceaſed, with the re- 


turn of the ſame in 1641, which return had been 


amended, 2 Sir William Waller's name put in 
produced wit- 
r proved Sir William Waller was choſen 
by the populace. There was alſo a petition. in the 
r Col- 
lins upon the Warn eee 
ver heard. 

That in the Weſtminſter parliament, two 7 
before, the choice was by the ſele& number; that 
in the laſt parliament the town had a deſign to aſſert 
Fheir right © dar the. den et eee e. 
cute them for a riot, if they did. 

* For che ſitting members it was inſiſted, that this 


was à corporation by preſcription, and had mem- 
bers choſen always by a ſelect number; that the re- 


rene W 
were choſen. 

. angient. book, — dap 
peared, feyeral. counts bad been: held by che mans 
loquiums: of an order made per ;/eneſchalhum & 24 
per wardinas, 37, Hen. VI. Read charter wherein it 
is recited, they had been a corporation immemotial. 

Alſo indentures of returns 28 Kliz. , pho: 
Jac. 15 Car. I. under the common ; ſeal. - 

+ Three wianelion Grid, they hed-knomn. ſeveral dlec- 
tions, and all they, remembered had been by dhe ſe 


lect number i and the counſel for the petitioners - 


agreeing, that it was 8. corporation by preſcription, 
and the uſage being proved, that the burgeſies had 
been choſen, by tlie bailiff and e ſelect numbers up- 
on this the committee reſol veel 

That the right of elechon of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for this 1 is in the TINGS 
ſelect number; ITE 14 
That Francis Paulet and Jobs. Pollen ſang any 
Seed: to both of which the houſe agreed. -- 

Feb. 13, 1700. Wade e ede end, tan 88 
- muel Shepherd, oſquire, a member of this houſe, had 
3 


to procure members to be. choſen into this parlia- 
ment; and: he being akin fling pea 
innbcences: ; 

Reſolved, the Nee 
houſe en Tueſday three weeks, and that the names 
of the plapes, where the ſaid Mr. Shepherd is charged 
to be guilty of bribery,be-delivered to him in writing. 
- 15th. The; charge was delivered, that Mr. Sbep- 
herd by himſelf and agents had endeavoured to 
corrupt the elections for the boroughs. of New- 
port, Andover, &e. by giving of great ſums of 
r o 1 5 

March 3. Ordered Me, Shepherd be heard by hi 
counſel the 11th inſtants + 910! no 

That Mr. Allen and Mr. Glover do then attend; 

10th. Ordered, that the hearing of Mr. Shep - 
herd be; adjourned until Friday, and * ſeveral 
N do then attend 

That Mr. g in the maporef Andover do a 


then attend; DILL 

12th,; Ordered, that: Samuel Shepherd. ſen. Sa- 
muel Shepherd jun. Francis Shepherd, and Joſeph 
. he:houſs. in thay gaces 
to-morrow morning. 201 gt: 

13th. They ancnded and were examined. See 
Bramber. 

14th. The; houſe. praceeded-in, the :bearing of 
the charge againſt Samuel Shepherd, ſen. and exa- 
mined witneſſes in regard to the borough, of Wot- 
ton Baſſet, and ordered to proceed on the morrow. 


boroughs :. and to proceed on Monday. 
15th. The houſe proceeded in the charge againſt 
Mr. Shepherd in regard to the corrupting this bo- 
rough; and after hearing: counſel amen ic 
was reſolved, | 
That the electors of the borough — — 
the county of Southampton have endeavoured cor- 
ruptly to fer to ſale the cle&jon of a burgels to ſerve 
in this preſent parliamentifor the ſaid borough, 
Reſolved, that the lending money upon any ſecu- 
rity to a corporation which ſends members to par- 
liament, and remitting the intereſt of the ſame 
money with intent to influence the election of ſuch 
2 is an unlawful and dangerous practice. 
Io proceed again on the-morrow morning, . 
| 18th. The houſe proceeded: in the ſaid matter: 


and ordered, that Mr. Julius. Samborn, bailiff of 


this - borough, having been, concerned in corruptly 
expoſing to ſale the election of. a burgeſs for this bo- 
rough, be taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms. 
Ordered, that Mr. Wimbleton having been alſo 
concerned in like manner, be 85 vt rv 
the ſerjeant at arms. Fa 
Ordered, that Mr. Wareham, A been con- 


cerned in like manner, be nnn. 


ſerjeant at arms. Wu 

Ordered, ther Reste epbend Aide do at- 
tend in his, place i- morrow to anſwer touching the 
rr 
for the ſaid borough... A oe aA 

. 19. Mr,-Feangs: Shepherd, ancnding - expreſied 
himſelf to. this effect, that, if he had done any 
ching whexeby to fall under the diſpleaſure: of this 
- houſe; he was ſorry for it, and deſired a favourable 
ian that it: doth not appear =p 
the evidence, that he is any way guilty, of f 


corrupt.the.cleRtors or any other perſony that be did 
not think. of ſtanding till it was offered to him; and 
be hoped dhe houſe would: W 


15th. The houſe proceeded in regard to ſeveral 
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bribery, and fubmitted himſelf entirely to the houſe, 


| Ordered, that Francis Shepherd, eſquire, be diſ- 1 


charged from being a member of the houſe, See 
Newport, c. 

April 23, 1701. A * Julius Samborn ir in 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, alſo of Joſeph Wim- 
bleton, and of Edward Wareham, acknowledging 
their offences, begging pardon, ae wo be 
diſcharged. 

Ordered, they be brought 2 har on the mor- 
row. morning; in order to be diſcharged. 

24th. They were brought to the bar, .reprimand- 
ed on their knees, and, diſc 

Jan, 3, 1701. A petition of Sir John Cope, 
knight, was preſented. and read, ſetting forth, that 
at the late election for. this borough John Sith, 
eſquire, the petitioner and Francis Shepherd, eſquire, 
were candidates, and Mr. Smith and the petitioner 
had a majority of the burgeſſes, . frecholders and 
inhabitants, who have an undoubted right to vote, 
and ought to have been returned ; but Gabriel 
Goldney perceiving the petitioner had a majority of 
the frecholders and inhabitants from Mr. Shepherd, 
declared the right was in the bailiff and burgeſſes 
only, and that Mr. Shepherd had the majority of 
ſuch, and hath returned him with Mr. Smith, in 
prejudice of the petitioner; that ſeveral of the bur- 
geſſes were disfranchiſed without any cauſe ſhewn, 
and thereby and by-many other illegal and undue 
practices, Mr. Shepherd obtained a majority of the 
ſelect number praying conſideration, &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee to exa- 
mine and report: but was never heard. | 

OR. 26, 1702. A petition of Sir John Cope and 
Francis Conway was read, ſetting forth, they were 
duly elected to ſerve in this. preſent, parliament for 
this but the bailiff, being prevailed, on 
by indirect _ illegal practices, had returned John 
Smith and Francis Shepherd, in N the pe- 
titioners. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges to examine, and report with their opinion. 

Jan. 28, 1702. Mr. Bromley reported, that the 
counſel for the petitioner offering no evidence to 
make good the allegations of the petition, were or- 
dered to withdraw; and the committee, having 
heard the reſolution of the iſt of April, 1689, re- 
ſolved, IN 

That the right of cleftian l to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough is in che bailiff and 
ſelect number of burgeſſes only p 

That John Smith, eſquire, is duly elected a 7 
geſs to ſerve in parliament for this borough ; 

That Francis Shepherd, eſquire, is duly elected A 
burgeſs to ſerve in parliament. fox: this borough | to 
all which the houſe agreed. 

Nov. 29, 1710. Ordered a warrant for 
out a new writ, , for the electing a burgeſs for the 
faid borough in the room of the right honourable 
Sir John Smith, who. ſince his being elected a bur- 
geſs for the ſaid borough, has been by her Maje- 
ty appointed one of the tellers of the Exchequer. 

March 6, 1713. A. petition of Thomas Pit, 
eſquire, was read, ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, William Guidot, eſquire, Sir Am- 
broſe Crawley, and. the petitioner, were. candidates; 
that Sir Ambroſe Crawley and his agents were guilty 
of bribery, and by that means procured himſelf to 
be returned, in wrong of the Petitioner; and pray- 
ing to be reſiered, „ 

Ordered, chat the matter be heard at che bar 
of, the bouſe on Thurſday. come three weeks. 2 


isch. Ordered, . Mr. Pit have. ae 
PINA ; 144 


ANG. ESE A. 


HIS 10 Fra the twelve Welſh evantics ut. br 27 


powered to ſend a knight of the ſhire to Hen. 
packeinent by the Riatuce of; 27th of Henry VIII. 
(which ſee in the Appendix.) The firſt return was 
in the 33d of that king. There doth not appear 
to have been any conteſted election for this county 
until the preſent . century; of which I have the 
following memoirs: Nut, before I enter upon them, 


I am to take notice, that the principality of Wales pyn- 4 
returned repreſentatives to the Engliſh parliament reg. p.59. 


as early as the 1gth of Ed. II. 12 out of each pro- 
vince of North and South Wales, as appears by the 
writs in the Appendix; but whether they were 
choſen by the particular counties or provinces is 
uncertain ; nor were there after any farther returns 


till K. Hen. VIIIch's time aforeſaid; 


Oct. 19. 1922. A petition of Owen Meyrick of 
Bodorgan in this county, eſquite, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that at the laſt election of a knight of the ſhire 
to ſerve in parliament for this county, the honourable 
Richard lord Bulkley and the petitioner were can- 
didates ; that the major part of the freeholders of the 
ſaid county polled for the petitioner; that the ſaid lord 
Bulkley,deſpairing of having a majority of legal votes, 
did greatly increaſe the number of frecholders by 
executing illegal conveyances, and making colluſive 


eſtates of ſeveral houſes or hereditaments, of about 


453,” per annum, to ſeveral of his ſervants and other 
perſons, to enable them o vote for the ſaid lord 
Bulkley ; the faid lord Bulkley and his friends did 
uſe menacing words to deter ſeveral freeholders from 
polling for the. petitioner ; that by theſe and other 
undue practices, the lord Bulkley procured himſelf 
to be returned for the ſaid county, in e of 
the petitioner: and praying, &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Nov. 13. 1724. The fame petition was again 
read, and referred as before. 
March 8. Ordered, that the report be ceived 
on Saturday. 

13th. Mr. Gybbon reported the matter concern- 
ing the ſaid petition, as follows. 

That the committee had examined the matter of 
the ſaid petition. The poll was for lord Bulkley 
217, for the petitioner 148. That the petitioner 
objected to 111 of the ſaid late lord Bulkley's voters, 
62 as not qualified by their eſtates to vote, and 41 
as influenced by bribery or menaces : that on the 
firſt head they called William Lewis, eſquire, who 
ſaid, he knew all or the far' greater part of the 
voters for this county, and had made it his buſineſs 
to ſpeak. with and enquire concerning them; and 
gave evidence of their declarations and confeſſions, 
as follows; viz. That five had only leaſe for years; 
that 21 had freeholds by purchaſe within twelve- 
months before the election, or by conveyances, exe- 
cuted within that. time by lord Bulkley, or others, to 
qualify them to vote ; that 11 had no freehold; that 
two voted for lands of which the mortgagees were 
in poſſeſſion ; that another was only mortgagee for 
years 3 and 15 perſons freeholds were under 40 8. 
per annum; that two were not rated; that three 
others were rated under 40 s. or annum-s and the 
rates were produced; 

Richard Thomas ſaid, that two. others confeſſed 
to him, they had no freehold. : 


That 


— 


— 


* 7 


05 
TS 


halds at the cf end cejled Wilkam Lud of 
Tryſelwyn, who ſaid, chat 5 of thoſs objeQed to 
had ſufficient freehalds.at the time of the election, 
and for ſeveral years before. 

William Owen, eſquire, and Hugh Price ſaid the 


the ftechalders, r 
„„ e and the 
faid- ſheriff refuſed to poll ſeveral perſons who ten- 
dered their votes for the petitioner, and refuſed to 
adminiſter the oaths 10 de taken by the 
Encholders ; and the faid ſheriff admitted feveral 
perſons to poll for Mr: Williams, who had no rights 
and by many: undue | practices and bribery the ſuid 


"Qudered, dat h eue ot ena 
prvilage ard elions u examine tho en _ 


Ne ORE yay nag aero 
f "APVLBY. 50 
vis e 


—— BL and: has — 
— this timo 1 u DYE 


Tho memoirs — here follow, - 
abe. 2588. Mr. Teaſe Genetic Winiliee 
at eee 


is 
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it 


rared Las or e Lifter 
and Thomas Muſgrave are named and in 


the ſentence for giving them authority like- 
wiſe razed; Robert W 2 i elton 
are named with the former do think jt 
convenient upon the uncertainty 
thereof, a new writ" be granted the chuſing of 
new burgeſſes for this boro — the” ſaid for- 
mer return to be utterly difatſowed 

0 Feb. 14. 1700. A den of Sir John Walter, 

| bart. was preſented | orth, the pe- 

| titioner was duly choſen e bes 4 
preſent parliament for this borough, and 'ought to 


have been returned, but the mayor of the ſald bo- 


rough hath returned Wharton Dunch, eſhulre, to the 


- petitioner's prejudice : praying conſideration, &c. 


Ordered, that it be e the culling of 


privileges to examine, and report with their opi- 


nion: but never heard. 

Jan. 3. 1701. A petition of James Graham, eſ- 
quire, was and read, ſetting forth, the 
Seren © e he GA. of 
burgeſſes to ſerve in ee eve oh 
and upon a poll ſeveral voters far the peti- 
ND ER perſons who had 

no right to vote were kd is fl for U 
ton Punch, eſquire, though objected againſt by the 
petitioner, and upon 550 ESTI 1 5 
had a great majority 
mayer of te a borough as ern . e 
as duly elected: and Fr noon ws 
the houſe. | 

* Ordered it to be referred 0 the con n 


aud eleftiong c ex- 


ion. 
* hed of Apitby in 
re reef hag ers Was 
preſented to the houſe and read, ſetting forth, that 
at the election, and after teſte of writ for mem- 
bers to ferve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough, ſverat unlawful practices were uſed to gain 
votes for Gervaſe Pierpont and James Graham, 
eſquires, whereby they gained a majority, but the 
petitioners conceive Wharton Dunch and Richard 
Brathwaite, eſquires, were duly Choſen their repre- 


of 


| ſeatatives: and praying conſideration. 


Ordered, ir be referred to the committee of pri- 
vikeges to ere, and report with their inion. 
1 of Sir Charles 


r t on tl ppt 
for Thomas vewych, eſquire, Wyo had wb. a 
E r the 
who had a — — 


" : 1 
» c 35 34: 
otra — "2 c. | 
N * 185 ; 1 
* - = 


of the petitioner, who had a majority, and ought 
to have been retürned with the faid Thomas Lut- 
wych : and praying, c. ns 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, 
and report it with their opinion. 

Alſo a © petition of Robert Holmes, Edward 
Thornbarrow, John Atkinſon, and ſeveral other 
1 burghers of this borough, in behalf of them- 
ſel ves and ſeveral other free burghers of the ſaid 
borough, was read, ſhewing, that on the 27th day of 
Auguff, being the day appointed by the mayor for 
the electing burgeſſes for the borough, ſeveral of 
the joners at that time offered their votes for 
Sir Richard Sanford, baronet, and Joſeph Penning- 
ton, eſquire, but were refuſed by the mayor, al- 
though they had an undoubted right to vote; and 
others allowed,” that had no right; and Thomas 
Lutwych, eſquire, by bribery, &c. ane him- 
ſelf to be returned: and praying, &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to nme. and 
report it with their 

May 16. 1723. A petition of Trove, lord viſ- 
count Hilſborough, 'in the kingdom of Ireland, was 
read; ſhewing, that a writ having been iſſued, pur- 
ſuant to the order of the houſe, for electing a bur- 
geſs to ſerve for this borough, in the room of Sir 
Richard Sanford, bart. deceaſed, the petitioner and 
James Lorcher, eſquire, were candidates; that 
William Nevenſon, mayor of the ſaid borough, took 
upon himſelf to admit ſeveral | perſons to vote for 
the ſaid Mr. Lowther, who had no right; and re- 
fuſed the votes of a great number of perſons, who 
had a right, and offered to vote for the petitioner ; 
that'by the means aforeſaid, and by many other cor- 
rupt and illegal practices, made uſe of for and on 
the behalf of the ſaid Mr. Lowther, the ſaid Mr. 
Lowther hath procured himſelf to be elected and 
returned, in pogutite: to che ne bad far. 
ing, &c. 
"Orfcied, that it be referred meat 
privileges and elections to examine ihe mateer, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Jan. 10. W . read, and 
referred as before. | 

Nov. 13. 1724. The fame petition was again 
read, and referred in like manner. 

Feb. 2. 1728. The ſame petition was again read, 
and referred as before. 

9th. Ordered, that leave be given do withdraw 
the fd petition. | 


| ARUN DEL. 
Als is a borough ſituated in the county of 


of King Ed. I. . eee ene 
the election till 1623. 

March 24, 1623: Mr. Glanville rejorced from the 
committee of privileges the cauſe of this borough. 
In a petition exhibited by the inhabitants at large, 
complaining, that whereas two burgeſſes, Sir Henry 
Spiller and Sir George Chaworth, they ſaid, that 
Sir Henry Spiller was well choſen, but not the other. 
Counſel heard for him. The caſe was thus: the 
electors, the mayor, the principal burgeſſes, and all 
the inhabitants houſeholders whether or not free (a 
good warning) agreed that theſe two ſhould be pro- 
Pounded, and one Mr. Mills; of the eleftors 35 
for Mr. Mills and 35 for Chaworth, but this was 
9 But after four more came 


Rr 


Suſſex, and hath ſent burgeſſes from the time 
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in before the election was done. They gave voice 
for Mills, fo they conceived they came in due time. 
The mayor, two brethren and ſtewardcontinued there, 
after the reſt of the company 'were gone to get more 
company, till 6 at night. They then got more voices 
for Sir George Chaworth. Of opinion that Sir George 
Chaworth was not well elected, and that a warrant 
ought to be made to the mayor to return Mr. 
Mills inſtead of Sir George Chaworth, as in the caſe 
of Chippenham. Appeared that this mayor had 
put the town to a great deal of charge, and moved 
and agreed at committee, there was a due and gene- 
ral warning. Debate. 

Sir George Chaworth, being heard, ſaid, he was 
confident of the juſtice of his cauſe. Atcommittee had 
meaſure of juſtice, according to the meaſure of time. 
Caſe untruly put. As the caſe was opened, they did 
right. When he came to ſpeak that was for him, he 
ſpake againſt him. Had no warrant from him to ſay it. 
Mayor and burgeſſes met, and after the writ read 3 
for Mills and 5 for him, ſo written down. The 
election continues, and about 12, one numbers 
them, finds his number the greater, publiſhed it to 
the mayor. True, he ſat ſtill, becauſe all the bur- 
geſſes were not come in; four more came in for 
Mr. Mills, at the ſame time the regiſter ſaid to the 
mayor, that all were not preſent. No limitation to 
a borough for any time for the election. Came after 
17 more for Mr. Mills, and 27 for him, and had 
oath to prove this. Will be objected, that no wit- 
neſs of his part there can prove the conſent for 
the continuance till g; o'clock. Leaves his cauſe to 
the juſt conſideration of the houſe. Withdrew. 
Debate. 
| Reſolved upon the queſtion, that the mayor, bur- 
geſſes and inhabitants of Arundel, ought to have 
voice in the election of burgeſſes. 

That Sir George Chaworth is not well elected; 

That Mr. Mills is duly elected, and ſhould have 
been returned. 

Reſolved, that the mayor now being in town, 
ſhall be commanded to return Mr. Mills; if he be 
not in town, a warrant to go to him for it. 
Reſolved, that Mr. Alford, Mr. Bowyer and Mr, 
Lewkner, ſhall ſet down the charges. 

Jan. 31. 1693. A petition of John Cook was 
preſented and read, ſetting forth, that on the 2oth 
inſtant he was choſen a member to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough, in the room of 
William Morley, eſquire, deceaſed ; yet the mayor 
of the ſaid town, who committed divers irregularities, 
hath returned the honourable the lord Walden as 
duly elected: and praying relief. 

- Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges, to examine and report the matter, with 
their opinion. 

Feb. 19. Ordered to be reported on the morrow. 

20th. Ordered to be reported on Thurſday. 

22d. Reported by Mr. Bowyer. For the petitio- 
ner it was alledged, that the poll was equal, 76 
each; the mayor having the caſting vote, gave it 
for the ſitting member; but the petitioner excepted 

inſt 21 voters. | 

In order to juſtify this, it was inſiſted, that the 
right of election was in houſekeepers who paid ſcot 
and lot; and they were examined by the poor's books. 

Thomas Peckham ſaid, he had lived in town 33 
years, and had known all the elections for parlia- 
ment men and mayors; that there was a poll in Mr. 
Garraway's election, and they then polled in tliis 


manner; and the poor's book was en for 


that purpoſe. 
** H Mr. 


"AY 
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Mr. Morley teſtified the ſame for 41 yeats. 

Dr. Morris and Mr. Oliver faid the ſame, one fot 
43, and the other for 34 years. 

Thomas Peckham, ſen. laid, quakers had votes; if 
rated; gave in the poll, e Ip Le 
with the mayor's, only differed in the g laſt 
one, who were not in the mayor's poll, but ſaid, 
they voted as ſet down. 

Thomas Peckham, jun. ſaid, he had the poin's 
hang when the poll began, but upon 

to one, the mayor polled who was not in 
rag ws pes ht hp nn 
the mayor ſaid, he would poll whom he pleaſed, 
though not in the book: ſaid, there were four who 
were not rated at all, and two Who were in the 
rate, but paid nothing, and all fix were ſet down as 
receiving alms, viz. Biſhop, Knight, Roſe, Stoner, 
Carpenter and Gibbs ; that Hills, Keen and Young 


and begged that Maſters was not razed, and warned 
out as one like to be chargeable to the pariſh z that 
Haywood, the Duke of Norfolk's bailiff, was not 
rated; Symons not rated, and lived in Hampſhire 3 
Michener not rated; Liſle, a dragoon, not rated ; 
alſo William Chriſtopher, H. Special and Pellet, 
who lived with his father, and Richard Ford, o 
was a boarder. 

John Heſten ſaid, Smith was not —_ and 
Martin not charged, having only a cypber to; his 
name; he confirmed Peckham's evidence as to the 
15 perſons 3 us Jen's > wary og es as 
poor's book, but could not have it. 

Ketteridge ſaid, the mayor wes ſa the year. before, 
and that it was unuſal to hold two years; but it 
was becauſe there was no court held at the time for 
election, viz. Tueſday after Michaelmas : n 
was before Mr. Morley diet. 

Humphrey Duke ſaid, 8 
town were drawn up on the day of election; andthe 
reaſon given for it was, that it was at. the deſire of 
the Duke of Norfolk. 

Garraway ſaid, the petitioner loſt 20 votes by 
the dragoons, and the duke's ſervants threatned the 

people, if they did. not vote for lord Walden, and 
particulariy he and Mr. Morley were threatned to 
cut down an ancient tree, which grew by his (Mr. 
Morley's) houſe, if he voted for the petitioner z and 
Mr. Morley ſo it was cut down, and diſtri- 
buted amongſt lord Walden's voters: but ſaid, the 
tree grew upon the wen we * ere 
longed to the duke. 15 


The authentical poll was produced, whereby the 


ſiting member had five votes more than the pe- 


Moor ſaid, the dragoons were peaceable, and did 
not obſtru& the election, but were drawn up at the 
lower end of the town; that the petitioner had above 
40 horſe, and above 100 foot in town before, and 
no ſoldiers by, when the precept was read. 

— Joſeph Face the mayor aid, he had known the 

town 28 years, had been at all elections ſince; all in- 
habitants who were houſekeepers, and did not re- 
ceive alms, though not rated, were admitted to vote, 
and it was ſo at Mr. Morley's, at that when he 
was choſen mayor, without regard to the poor's 
book ; that all theſe excepted to by the petitioner were 
Pe ip wan ing ing ery 71 ya 
that Liſle, the „was an houſekeeper, and 
mp ay though he lived in the caſtle, was with- 


the borough. 
' Homphreys id, the right of wikiiics. wie ns/ahi 


mayor had ſaid, and ſo at Mr. Gamway s election, 
were not rated, alſo Booker, who was a vagrant 


and at the election of . the mayor three times ; had 
known the town 20 years; that this was the faireſt 
election he ever ſaw that the dragoons were no 
trouble, and the petitioner had 60 horſe when he 
came to town, beſides fo. 

Pankhurſt teſtified the ſamez as did Ruſſel, Wil- 
r. 
Collins dad the ſame, and inftanced in 
* ——— : he alſo ſaid, Knight only 
received alms when fick z that Biſhop did not re- 
ceive conſtantly, nor Roſe, nor Gibbs, who did once 
pawn his bed, r 
Stoner; that Hill and, Keen were 
the tie of lion aal ue mayor proved Wil 
liam Chriſtopher to be ſo alſo. 
- Gibbs alſo denied his receiving. ls, bus auen 


' „1 bis? 
' 


Ln d 
a 


when the town was viſited with the ſmall pox; and 


n Morley's election, though not 


Air fx wen for the perioner were excepid | 


Moor ſaid, Richmond, wes. 6 houſgkerper, and 
Vaux the ſame; Joſhua and John Painter, father 
and ſon, lived together and both voted for the pe 
titioner ; the ſame as. to Slyder and, Eaſton, and 
Lewis no inhabitant. | 

Collins ſaid, Collis rented only part of an houſe, 
and was not rated. Humphreys teſtified. the ſame 
for all of theſe, but Slyder. Rogers ſaid, be had g 1. 
offered him by captain Chele, to be ſent to him 
when he would, if he would vote for the petitioner ; 
that the petitioner was preſent when this was. offer- 
ed; ale 
Walden. 

George Randal ſaid, be was threatned to be laid 
in Eaſtgate for 4 or 5s. if he did not vote for the 
petitioner z and that Daffield ary bs bad 6 2. for 
voting for ade prtitianer., Gr Tan” 

Thomas Penycod ſaid, « kinſran offered him 51. 
to vote for the petitioner, and offered his brother 
53. to be out of the town at the election, that he 


$ might not. vote for the ſitting member. 


ie G6 Badan rr 
ons guineas.mhan. amiy finf-4- year .belore, if he 
would vote for the petitioner, -- - 

Gidbs fide he: mee ene 10 be impreſitd_ If 
he did not vote for the petitioner. Aſter this, 
A Vitneſg wos called for the petitioner, who ſaid, 
at Mr. Butler's election WW 
becauſe he was not rated. 

After the counſel. were withdrawn, , Mr. Butler, 
the other member, ſaid, he had knows two elections, 
22 
Upon the whale the cite, 

4 "That 
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That the right of eleftion for this borough is only 
in the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot; | 
That the Lord Walden is not duly elected a bur- 


rr this bo- 


That John Cock is duly elecked a burgeſs to ſerve 
in this parliament for this borough. 

The firſt queſtion on a diviſion agreed to. The 
ſecond agreed do without diviſion. The third que- 
ſtion agreed on a diviſion. | 
| Ordered the clerk of the crown attend to-morrow 
in order to amend the return.  — 

Motion to ſend for the mayor in cuſtody denied. 

24th. The clerk of the crown attended, and a- 
mended the return. 


Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of Chriſtopher Knight, 
N Andre Hee 
forth, that at the late election for this h 
petitioner, John Cook and Edmund — 
eſquires, were candidates; that Mr. Cook was duly 
choſen, and ſo was the petitioner ; but Mr. Dum- 
mer by bribery and other indirect practices was re- 
turned : and praying relief. 

Ordered to be referred to the 'committee of pri- 
. eee 
their opinion. 

March 29, 1709. A pinitioa of Edmund Dum- 
mer, eſquire, was preſented and read, ſetting forth, 
non was elected a burgeſs for this borough, and be- 
ing afterwards made deputy governor of Dover 
Caſtle, a new writ was iſſued for electing a burgeſs 
for this borough, at which election, Lord Shannon 
and the petitioner were candidates; that George 
Moor mayor of Arundel, John Dean n commiſſion- 
er of the taxes, Thomas Peckham and ſeveral 
others were agents for Lord Shannon, who by bri- 
votes for the Lord Shannon, and deterred ſeveral 
from voting for the petitioner, yet he had a majority 
of twelve legal votes upon the mayor's own poll, 
and the petitioner ought to have been returned, but 
the mayor hath returned Lord Shannon upon the 
promiſe of ſome perſons to ſave the ſaid mayor harm- 
leſs,” to the prejudice af d petitioner and rights of 
the borough. 

Ordered 60 be heard es the bar on the zoth of 
May: but the ſeſſion; ended before that time. 

Nov. 25, 1709. The petition of Edmund Dum- 
mer, eſquire, was renewed, and referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges to examine and report. 

Dec. 12. Mr. Compton reported from the com- 
mittee of priyileges and: elections, purſuant to the 
inſtruction given the committee for examining, whe- 
ther the petitions preſented this ſeſſion be the ſame 
as thoſe preſented the laſt ſeſſion, the matter as it 
appeared to them 


the committee do find both the-petkions 

t George Moor mayor of the ſaid borough, 
Dean a commiſſioner of the taxes, were 
the ſitting member : but the petition pre- 


that the ſaid per- 
ſons undertook to ſave the ſaid Dean harmleſs. 
Ordered, that in regard there is a material differ- 
the petitioll of the laſt feflion, the committee be 
diſcharged from proceeding any farther on the pe- 


% 


April 16, 1917, Ordered a warrant for a new 


writ for electing a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough 
in the room of Thomas Micklethwaite, eſquire, 
made a commiſſioner of the treaſury, 

March 20. Ordered a warrant for a new writ for 
clecting a burgeſs for this borough in the room 


of Thomas Micklethwaite made general of the ord- 
nance, 


ASMBURTON. 


Tse gt in the courity of De-  Pryon's 
von burgeſſes 26 Ed. I. and —_—_— 


Wil. 
Not. 


ſhire, and returned 
then intermitted till 8 Henry IV. but then ceaſed , 


until 1640, when it was reſtored. 3 
Nov. 26, 1640. Mr. Maynard reported Hoin the 339 


committee for privileges, that in the 26th of Ed- 
ward I. Aſperton ſent burgeſſes to parliament. It 
farther appeared, as a concurrent proof, that this 
town did pay the charge of borough towns, 1oths 
and not 15ths 3 and it was the opinion of the com- 
mittee it ought to be reſtored. 

Upon this report it was reſolved, that this borough 
ſhould be reſtored to its antient right and privilege 
of ſending burgeſſes to parliament, and that a war- 
rant do iſſue under the ſpeaker's hand to the clerk of 
the crown to make out a new writ accordingly. 

May 31, 1678. A petition of Thomas Reynel, 
eſquire, was preſented and read, complaining of an 
undue election and return of Rawlin Mallcot and 
William Stawel as burgeſſes for this borough, in 
injury of the petitioner, who was duly elected and 
ought to have been returned. 

' Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine, and report the mat- 
us with their opinion, Never heard, 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Richard Duke, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue return of Wil- 
liam Stawel, efquire, to ſerve in this preſent p ar- 


liament as burgeſs for this borough, in injury of 


the petitioner, who was duly elected. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee 
vileges to examine, and report the matter with 6 Ger 
dpinion. Never heard. 


March 24, 1680. A petition of Richard Duke, 
eſquire, touching the election for this borough 
was .read, and refetred to the committee of privi- 


leges and elections to examine, and report with their 


Feb. 4, 1707. A petition of ſeveral freeholders of 
this borough was read, ſhewing, that at the election 
of a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament, in the 
room of Gilbert Yard, eſquire, deceaſed, Roger 
Tuckfield and Andrew Quick, eſquires, were candi- 
dates for this borough, and the petitioners and ſe- 
veral others, as freeholders of this borough, had a 
right to vote at the ſaid election, and requeſted 
they might give their voices, but Thomas Saint- 
hill the portreeve of the ſaid borough refuſed to ad- 
mit of their votes, whereby they loſt their liberty in 
the ſaid election: and praying, &c.— Alſo 

A petition of Andrew Quick, eſquire, was read, 
ſhewing, that the petitioner and Roger Tuckfield, 
eſquire, were candidates at the laſt election of a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, in 
the room of Gilbert Yard, eſquire, deceaſed, and the 
petitioner was duly choſen by a majority of legal 
voters that appeared and requeſted that their votes 
might be admitted; but the portreeve (who be- 
haved himſelf very partially for Mr. Tuckfield, in 
prejudice to the petitioner) refuſed to admit of their 
votes, and hath returned Mr. Tuckfield, in preju- 
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The Bough of Abithvat on! 


dice of the petitioner and the faid cleftors: and 
&c. 
1 the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
comininte of privileges to examine, and report. with 
their opinion. 
18th. Oni eee 
this borough be heard at the bar of the houſe on to- 
morrow ſe 

26th. The houſe proceeded to hear, the merits of 
the ſaid election, and. the counſel being called in 
and witneſſes examined on both ſides touching the 
toy ray xj ws wy 
in parliament for this borough. 

And the copies of ſeveral indentures af former re- 
turns for the ſaid borough were produced, proved 
and read, viz. 8 April, 9 March, 29; 18 Sept. 
313. 26 February, 31; 28 February, 33 Car. II.; 
20 March, 1 Jac. II. 3 11 March, 2 Will. and Mar.; 
27 July, 10 Will.; 13 b. 12 Will.; and then the 
counſel withdrew. | 
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Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of Richard Reynel, 
eſquire, was read, ſhewing, that at the late election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
Roger Tuckfield, Robert Ball, eſquires, and the pe- 
titioner, were candidates, and the had a ma- 
Jority of legal voters; but Mr. Cliff, (an agent for 
the other candidates) who took upon him to judge 
of the poll, and Thomas Sainthill, portreeve of the 
ſaid borough, being governed by the ſaid Mr. 
Cliff, refuſed to poll ſeveral voters that deſired to 
Poll for the petitioner, who had a right; and by 
ſeveral indirect divers votes were obtained 
for Mr. Tuckfieid and Mr. Ball, and the ſaid Saint- 
hill hath returned them in prejudice. of the petition- 
er and violation of the rights of the borough ; and 
praying, &c. 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar on the 2gth 
day of January next. 


Feb. 19, 1908. The houſe proceeded to the hear- 
ing the merits of the election for this borough. 

And the counſel on both fides were called in, and 
the petition of Richard Reynel, eſquire, relating to 
the ſaid election, was read; and the counſel for the 
petitioher were heard, and ſeveral witheſſes for him 
were alſo examined. And the counſel and witneſſes 
being withdrawn, - 

Ordered, that the fatther conſideration” of the 
merits of the ſaid cleftion" de adjourned tl" Tuef- 
day morning next: . 12 

22d. The houſe to the farther the 
merits of the election for this borough: © the 
—— — 2 
ſeveral witneſſes examined for the fitting members. 
. wet por ug rogpe wh, Peragg 
drawn, 

Rebitred/mani, ba- Gn aer Neha ebe 
is duly elefted a bogen to ferve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough. - 
| That Robert Ball, eſquirs; is duly cle Std a bur- 
gies WMW MCI" oe this 
borough. 


Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Richard Reynel and 
George Courtenay, eſquires, was read, ſhewing, that 
at the laſt election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for this borough, the petitioners, Roger Tack- 
field and Richard Lloyd, eſquires, were candidates, 
where Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Tuckfield, — 
treata, bribery, and other undue praffices, prev 
upon ſeveral electors to poll for them, there 
by. procured themſelves to be returned by the port 
ere of the faid boah, who behaved himfel 

-in their favour, in prejudice of the 
who had a majority of legal electors that 
— — — 
portreeve refuſed to poll divers. of them: and pray- 
ing the conſideration of the houſe, me dy 
relief, as ſhall be thought meet. 
- Ordered, chat it be reſerred to the committee of 
monty rarvretus wand — an 
report the ſame with their -opinion. 

A petition of Richard Reynel, elquire, was read, 
ſhewing, that the petitioner, Roger Tuckfield, Co- 
* a CAE Kee 
at the election of burgeſſes for this borough ; that 
to procure an undue election and return, divers 
indire& practices were uſed by Mr. Tuckfield and 
Mr. Lloyd, and their agents; that the petitioner 
had a majority of legal-eleQors, yet Peter Fabian, 


NV the portreeve, n abr 2 


dice: and praying, &. 

— ic be reldecks-2s . 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, un 
report the ſame with their opinion.. 

A petition of Henry Sopor, Aaron Whitchair, 
Richard Adams, Richard Hoſham, Philip Eales, 
Hugh - Small, James Border, Robert Gray, Sha- 
drac Wootton, William Ford, Henry Call, William 
Gill, and William Denis, in behalf of themſelves 
and ſeveral other electors of this borough, was read, 
ny 
nel, eſquires, were duly elected. . members to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
and as ſuch ought to have been returned; but the 
portreeve refuſed: ſo to do, and miſbehaved him- 
ſelf in the execution of his office, refuſing to poll 
. 


The ' Borough of BAN BURY. 


threats, and other unlawful practices, prevailed on 
divers electors to vote for them, who otherwiſe would 
have voted againſt them; all which proceedings are 

| — . 

judice of the petitioners rights: and praying, &c. 
r e 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

March 10. Ordered, that it be reported on Mon- 
day next. | | , : 
-12th. Ordered, that the report be received on 
17th. Mr. Freeman reported the matter upon the 
faid petitions, viz. that the right of eleftion was 
admitted to be in the freeholders having lands or te- 
nements holden of the borough, only. 

The poll was 81 for Mr. Tuckfield, 80 for Mr. 
Lloyd, 69 for Mr. Reynel, 64 for Mr. Courtenay. 

That the petitioners counſel alledged, that there 
are in the pariſh of Aſhburton two manors, called 
Halſhanger and Halwell, which are holden of the 
manor of Aſhburton; and that there are divers free- 
hold lands and tenements lying within the borough, 
called Halſhanger and Halwell lands, that belong 
to the borough, and pay a — borough rent; and 
that all the freeholders of theſe lands have a right to 
vote: and called John Denham, who ſaid, he had 
knewn the borough 30 years; was in 1684, and ſe- 
veral years after, ſteward of it, and hath been at 13 
or 14 elections: that the freeholders of the lands, 


of the borough, and pay rent to the borough : that 
the names of the free tenants of theſe lands are 
in the borough rolls without any diſtinction; they 
do ſuit and ſervice, and ſerve offices at Aſhburton, 
and none but tenants of burgage tenements ſerve of- 
fices there : that the preſent portreeve voted for 
That copies of a return to parliament in the year 
1661, and of nine other ſubſequent returns, were 
: and it was proved by George Fabian, 
John Furze, and-John Robins, that ſeveral of the 
perſons, who ſigned the ſaid returns, voted at one 
and the ſame election for the lands called Halſhan- 
ger and Halwell lands; and that the tenants of the 
faid lands always voted, till three or four years ago: 
that theſe lands pay a rent of 40 or gos. to the bo- 
rough; and the tenants apportion the rent among 
themſelves, and ſeverally pay their parts of it. 
Peter Cook and Jarffes Furze ſaid, that 22 per- 
ſons, viz. William Riſden, James Border, William 
Gill, James Gortley, Henry Call, Edward Blachal- 
lar, John Searl, Richard Breetier, Peter Gale, Hugh 
Small, Thomas Border, William Jane, John Wi- 
therden, Thomas Balkewell, Peter Woodley, Wil- 
liam Ford, Richard Ford, John Caunters, Jonathan 
Stodely, Richard Nickols, Thomas Balkwell of For- 
brian, and Peter Woodley junior, offered cheir votes 


only one vote ought to be admitted for them ; and 
to prove this, they produced a copy out of Domes- 


day-book, wherein Aſhburton is entered terra regis : 


John Hoppin, Thomas Sainthill, and others, who 
ſaid, Halſhanger manor pays a rent of 42 8. yearly 
to Aſhburton, and when Mr, Woodley was lord of 
the manor he paid that rent in one entire ſum, and 
voted in elections: that they believe the tenants of 
Halſhanger and Halwell manors have no tight to 
vote, and ſeveral antient men told them ſo: that ſome 
of theſe tenants offered to vore for the fitting mem- 
bers, but were refuſed : that theſe tenants do ſervice 
at Halſhanger and Halwell courts, and not in the 
borough ; -but that there are lands in the borough, 
that do belong to the borough, and are called Hal- 
ſhanger and Halwell lands. And the committee 
reſolved, 

That the freeholders of the lands and tenements 
called Halſhanger and Halwell lands, lying within 
this. borough, and ſubject to pay a borough rent, 
have right to vote for members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the ſaid borough. | 

That the petitioners alledged, they could add ſe- 
veral others to the poll, and diſqualify ſeveral of 
the ſitting members voters, if there were occaſion. 


But the ſitting members declared, they would not 
inſiſt upon their election. | 


And the committee reſolved, 


That Roger Tuckfield, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


| borough | 


That Richard Lloyd, eſquire, is not duly elected 


a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


| That Richard Reynel, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
— | 


That George Courtenay, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. | 

Which reſolutions being twice read, were agreed 
unto by the houſe : and ordered the return to be 
amended. 

March 4, 1713. A petition of Andrew Quick and 
Richard Fownes, eſquires, was read, ſhewing, that 
at the election for this borough, Roger Tuckfield 
and Richard Reynel, and the petitioners, were can- 
didates : that ſeveral, who had no right, were ad- 
mitted to vote for Mr. Tuckfield and Mr, Reynel ; 
and others, who had a right, and would have voted 
for the petitioners, were refuſed ; by which illegal 
proceedings the ſaid Mr. Tuckfield and Mr. Reyne} 
have procured themſelves to be returned, in wrong 


of the petitioners, who were duly elected, and ought 


to have been returned : and praying, &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 


BANBURY. 


4 1 - Lee theex 
HIS borough was incorporated by Queen Ma —.— 
charter in 


the App. 


ry, and then had the privilege of ſending one 
repreſentative to parliament. 
The memoirs I meet with concerning the elections 
are, 
March 25, 1681. A petition of Thomas Wie, 
eſquire, touching the election for this borough, was 
preſented and read. 
Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges to examine, and report with their opinion. 
I March 


29 


— 
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Marc] 1690. A petition of Nathanael Wheat 
ley and „ in behalf of themſelyes and. thets 
the freemen of this Porcugh and pariſh, , was Nad, 
ſetting forth, that on the 24th of February laſt, the 
mayor gave notice of the election; at which time 
the petitioners, to the number of 140, did give their 
votes for John Hawles, eſquire; but the mayor re- 
fuſed to admit them, whereupon they demanded 4 
poll, but were denied it: that then they executed 
an indenture f return of the ſaid John Hawles ; hut 
the mayor led to accept af it, and made 4. petyra 
under their common ſeal of Sir Robert Daſhwood, 
though elected but by 10 of the aldermen and ca- 
pital burgeſſes, to the great wrong of the petition· 
ers and freemen of the ſaid borough: and praying 
redreſs of the houſe in the premiſſes, and that the 
indenture ſo returned by the mayor may be taken 
off from the precept, and the indenture kae 
cuted by the petitioners affixed thereto. 
Ordered io be refered wp the conlilerniop al 
the committee of privileges to examine, and report 
with their 
Ger 16. The fue prion reed, nd mfr 
as before. 
OK. 31, 1691, A petition of John Auſtin and 
others on. behalf of chemleres 20d the froemey; and 
urges at this barough was read, ſetting forth, 
hag election of a burgeſs, the petizianers, to 
the number of 84, voted for Jahn Hawles, eſquire, 
and demanded a poll of the mayor, which he refuſ- 
ing, they executed an indenture and demanded him 
to return the ſame, which he refuſed, but inſtead 
thereof returned an indenture executed by himſelf 
and 11 others, who were all who voted for Sir Ro- 
bert Daſhwood, in prejudice to the petitioners : 
ying redreſs, and the mayor's return to be taken 
From, wn theirs ad te preps | 
Ordered to be referred ad md: ons 
mine, and report with their opinion. 
Dec. 23. Ordered to be reported. on Tueſday 
morning next. | 
29th. Setjeant Trenchard reported, the queſtion 
was concerning the right of election, whether in the 
mayor, aldermen and capital burgeſſes, or in the hure 
E * the former, the ſitting mem- 
ber is elected; if latter, Mr. Hawles is elected 
The — Cane), 3s. whe Goes from dani, 
ful words in the charter 1 Mary, and in ſevetal re- 
turns to parliament. The charter grants the. town 
ta be a free borough by the name of the bailif, al- 
dermen and burgeſſes of the borough, and pariſh; 


one of 
choſen, and the 
the. bailiff, 3 capital. burgaſies;, and the 
charter names the bailiff, 12. fox aldermen, and 1 
for capital burgeſſes, Thea, aftexwazds; the, 
of the markets and fairs are granted to the bailiff, 
- aldermen and burgeſſes, and. privilege of ſending 
one burgeſs to 'parliament is granted to the bailiff, 


in parliament fas this borough in in the mayer; be 


— ch SEEIIIE Ihr 
mon 

zoth of Elizabeth, imperfoct, che bailiff. ſome. 
aldertnen, and burgeſies by name, and commonalty 
cleed ; and the return under the common ſeal; | 

16th of Charles I, the mayor, aldermen and þur- 
geſſes elected, and the return under the common feal; 

13th of Charles II. the mayor, dane and ca- 
Pital burgeſles, - 

Called John Auſtin, who den the indenture, 
mentioned in the petition, and proved its being ſign - 
ed by thoſe whoſe names were ſet to it, and that they 
demanded to be polled, but -were-refuſed by- the 
mayor, who told them the precept was directed to 
the mayor, aldermen and capital burgoſſtes a and alſo 
ſaid, ſome of the butgeſſes offered to'voit for the 
ſiting member, but he would not accept them, - 

For the ſitting member were read returns. 

29th of Elizabeth, the bailif, aldermen and bur- 
geſſes of borough and pariſh elected, and the re- 
turn under the common ſeal ; 43d of Elizabeth the 
ſame. 

34ſt of Chatles Il. the mayor, ablormes aud e- 
pital burgeſſes elected, and the return under the 
common ſeal. 

Samuel Tawbam, nnd thous Yeu fold —.— 
freeman, but had no vote 4 that he remembered 
Mr. Fynes's election ia King Charles the Iſt's time, 
and the mayor, aldermen and capital burgeſſes only 
voted, and no other claimed; alſo at Sir John Hol- 
reer 

Sims remembered this - leſt mentioned, * 
and only the mayor, aldermen and capital huręeſſes 
voted. ; upon which the committee reſolved. 

1. That, the richt of election of a butgeſ to ſervo 


dermen and capital burgeſſes only z + 
2. That Sir Robert Daſhwood, ka. and beat. is 


duly elected a hurgeſs to ſerve in this preſent; parlia- 


| „ eee 


agreed. 

Feb. 104.2698, Ordared,.;thas Mie. Maren a 
member of this bquſe, attend in his. place immo: 
diataly x. and being come was heard. in his place 

Ordered, that Sir John Bollles, Sir John Leveſon 
Gomer. Sir Robert Napies and. Mis. Hammosd, do 
go imediately,to-thie Ramp office, and bring. with 
them the, laſt commilions for managing the fut du 
tics, and, the commiſſion for managing the additie · 
nal duties, upon ſtamped vellom, parchment and 


paper, and inſpect the books, what perſons: hae 


8 —— 
W thy dre Gat houſe... 

May ee doing Winne ine: the takers 
chamber, a) queſtion, being] propoſed. that, James 


Ifaacign, eſquizq (having, ſince his being deQtd: wo 


farve in, this, porhiament,. been concerned and after 
as: & commiſſonen in managing the duties upen 
vellom, paper: ag parchment, contrary} w. the act 
made ia, the, gti and th. years. of his. Mujeſty's reign 
fac; granting ſeworal (duties upon ſalt. 3 
and ther liqwvoro) ba expelled this: houſe. 
The ſerjeant was, din ted tu go ese 
chamber, and a qu Mt. Iſaacſan, thabik hd had 


„„  Teady tech whathe had to: ſand whereupon: ie 


For the, petitipgers, were reagh the . 
turns, viz. 5th. of Eliz. che bailiff and whole em- 
Oy elected. Return under been e 

 L4th of, Elizabeth, the ſame;;... $39 02 219 

e eee alderman 


came down, — —ͤ—ͤ—H Zd 
WahdẽwWꝗ ] Ant. 207 E 1% mor dini gd aH 


aan thing more to offer to, che: hanſe; che e 


— 


2 0 DO 


7 @ & 


on Thurſday: 

13th. Sir Rowland Cones reported, that, upon. 
inſpection of the record, they. find Charles North, eſ- 
quire, is returned by one indenture, and John Dor- 
mer, eſquire, by another; 

That in this borough at preſent, and at the time 
of the ele&ion, and for about two years, there have 
been two contending mayors; and the queſtion was, 
oboe 0G Ta We-onger officer to make 
the return. | 

The fa& was agreed to by both parties, that 
Mr. Thorp was mayor, and died befote his year 
was up, via on the 2gth of Feb. 1698; and the 


queſtion in who was his lawful ſuc- 


ceſſor. 


That che corporation, by charter, conſiſts of 12 
aldermen, 6 capital burgeſſes and 30 affiſtants 
and the mayor is to be choſen out of the aldermen, 
viz, upon an annual choice of a mayor, the alder- 
men, capital burgeſſes and aſſiſtants, have a right 
to vote 3; but if a mayvr die within the year; then 
his ſucteſios for the remaining part of the year to 
be choſen by the aldermen and burgeſſes only. 

Mr. Notth's return being next to the writ, his 
counſel began to maintain his returri, which: was by 
John Weſt ſen. whoſe ſucceſſion to Mr. Therp was 
thus: after Mr, Therp's death, Mr; Welſhman was 
choſen mayor for the ſuccedding part of the year : 
to him ſucceeded John Weſt jun; and to him 
the ſaid, Johan Weſt ſen⸗ To make out His title, 
they proceeded to ſhew who had the right of clec- 


tion... The mayor produced the charter of the 6th 


of King James, which directs the mayor, aldermen, 


Capital burgeſſes, chamberlain and aſſiſtants, or the 


major part of them; from' time to time, and at all 


times hereafter, have and ſhall have authority and 


Power, annually on the firſt Monday in September, 


of chooſing and naming, and they ſhall and may 
chooſe and name one of the aldermen of the ſaid bo- 
rough to be mayor of the ſaid borough; to continue 
for one whole year fnom- Michaelmas-day following, 


_ andthat before he be admitted to take his office, 


he ſhalt be ori before the former mayor, his de- 
puty, or the ſenior alderman, and the other alder- 
men and capital burgeſſes, or as many as ſhall be 
preſent- upon every Michaelmas-day next after ſuch 
election and in caſe the mayor ſhall die within the 
year, or for a juſt cauſe be removed, that then, and 
as often; ad it ſhall fo happen, it ſhall, and may be 
lawful. for the fi Adermen and capital bur- 
geſſes of the ſaid borough for the time being, or the 
major part of them, to elect one of the aldermen 
into the office of mayor in the room' and ſtead of 
the mayor ſo dying or removed; according to the 
direction · of theſe'prefents; and the perfor ſo elected 
mayor ſhalb coutinue for che remainder of the year, 
being ſworn in manner before directed; and im caſe 
he ſhall not malie a deputy, the ſenior aldtrman pre- 
ſent ſhall· in his-place: and ſtead ſo do all and every 
act and thing hie · tlie mayor could: or 'miight do. 
The charter alſo grants a court of · record weekly 
throughout the yenhry before the mayor or ſufficierid 
A one- of the-aldermen, - and recorder for 
time being or his/ ſufficient deputy; and two 
apts of ho noon he me 


is ing. /or any ahove of 'them, whereof the mayor of 


his deputy to be one. Alſo read ſeveral by-laws 
made (amorigſt other things) for regulating the 
election of mayors, by which it is provided, that at 


the choice of eyery' mayor, the mayor for the time 


being, his deputy or ſenior alderman, ſhall call unto 


him the next ſenior or junior alderman, and ſenior 


and junior butgeſs, who ſhall ſeparate themſelves 
from the reſt of the company, and go into the little 
chamber, and by moſt of their voices ſhall agree 
upon one of the aldermen to ſucceed to the mayor 
for the year following z which alderman ſo agreed 
upon ſhall depart into the minor chamber, and 
there remain till he be called; whereupon the mayor 
for the time being, and all the aldermen and bur- 
geſſes, chamberlain and aſſiſtants ſhall proceed by 


voices to allow or diſallow the ſaid choice, as fol- 


lows, viz. Every one of them ſhall openly vote 
affirmatively or negatively to be taken by the ſaid 
chamberlain or town clerk, . and if the majority ſhalt 
diſlike of the alderman propoſed, then the mayor, 
two aldermen and two burgeſſes ſhall proceed to 
name another alderman to be tried in like manner, 
and fo continuing the like courſe: until one ſhall be 
agreed on to be one of the aldermen to ftand in 
election to be mayor for one whole year from Micha- 
elmas following; which being done, the like courle 
ſhall be taken for naming one other alderman, one- 
of which fhall be elected mayor for the year fol- 
lowing z and then they ſhall all vote, which of the 
two: ſhall be mayor for the year following, accord-: 
ing to the letters pdtent on the penalty of 20 s. 

This being the method of election, the counſel 
to ſhiw Mr. Weſt. ſen. tightful mayor. 
Mr. Styles ſen. town clerk faid; Mr. Thotp died 
on the 25th of February was two years, that the 
ſenior aldermari (who has power on the death 
of the mayor to act) ſummoned the . aldermen' 
and burgeſſes to meet the ſameè day; that ten of 
then came, and Mr. Reynolds was for going to 
election that night, but after it was agreed to meet 
next night at 5 o'clock, and it was then ordered, 
that at} who had right to elect ſhould be ſummoned, 
and accordingly eight met at the elder alderman's 


Mr. Wheatley's in their gowns, and then went to the 


town-hall and rung the bell to give notice; that 
ſome were .out of the way, and ſome would not- 
come; that, after ſtaying ſome time, they went to 
dettion; had five nominators, according to the by- 
laws, and elected Mr. Welchman, who was ſworn: 
by the ſenior alderman; The eight voted for him, 
and nine kept away; but however he thought the. 
major part appearing could elect, and upon ſearch- 
ing the books had found 16 or 17 inſtances of 
mayors elected without the majority. of all who had 
right to elect; that on tie firſt Monday in September 
following, they ſent the like ſummons, and ſwore 
John Weſt jun.; and, on the firſt Monday in the 
next September following, John Weſt ſen. was cho- 
fen in like manner, who returned Mr. North, and 
theſe have ſucceſſively had the enfigns of mayoralty. 
He alſo ſaid, he never knew the aldermen and bur- 
geſſes after ſummoned and met depart without mak- 
ing an election, and the reaſon why Mr. Welſhman 
was choſen on the Sunday, was to hold the court the 
next day, which is to be held by the mayor, and 
though a ſenior alderman doth act in court as deputy 
mayor, he never knew him ſo to do on the mayor's 
death. 


Mr: Wilford ſerjeant at mate ſaid! on the day 


Mr. Thorp: died, 10 or 11 met at his houſe, and 


ſonic propofed to ek! immediately, but ſome of 
the 
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the ſeniors it would be better next day, 
but agreed it muſt be then, becauſe of the court 
to be holden on Monday, and ſome faid they would 
take notice of it: however he went to all their 
houſes and ſummoned them, and did the ſame on 
the two meſſieurs Weſt's elections. 

The counſel for Mr. Dormer inſiſted, that in a 
corporation aggregate every act ought to be by a 
majority of the whole, and that by-laws could not 
alter the charter, which directs it ſhall be by the ma- 
jority of the corporation, and Mr. Reynolds and 
Mr. Samuel Weſt were ſo elected, and that it is not 
pretended, thoſe, under whom Mr. North claims, 
were ſo; that the ſenior and junior aldermen were 
always underſtood to be of ſuch as appeared ; that 
Welſhman's election was heard before the counſel, 
and a new election directed by them. | 

Mr. Styles jun. who acted as town clerk under 
mayors Samuel Weſt and Mr. Clark, faid, after 
Mr. Thorp's death, Mr. Reynolds was elected for 
the remainder of the year, nine appearing, and ſworn 
before the recorder: on the firſt Monday in Septem- 
ber following, Mr. Samuel Weſt was elected, 26 pre- 
ſent, and was continued laſt September by ii aldermen 


and burgeſſes and 18 aſſiſtants, but the ſenior alder- 


man was not preſent z Samuel Weſt had his officers, 
; kept courts, and had the books and ſeal of the cor- 
poration z and that upon the death of a mayor, he 
never knew them make uſe of nominators. 

John Stokes ſaid, he had known ſeveral elections, 
at which the ſenior alderman had not appeared. Up- 
on the whole the committee reſolved, 

That Charles North, eſquire, is duly returned a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


| borough : to which the houſe agreed. 


+ Nov. 3, 1705. A petition of Toby Chauncey, eſ- 


quire, was read, ſhewing, that at the laſt election of a 

to ſerve in this t parliament for this 

borough, Charles North, eſquire, and the petitioner 
were candidates; that the freemen there, 


an undoubted right to vote at ſuch elections, Ped 


manded a poll for the petitioner, which the mayor 
refuſed ; and immediately his officers, and others, 
in a tumultuous manner, did diſturb them, as they 
were giving their votes; notwithſtanding this, the 
petitioner had a majority; yet the mayor hath re- 
turned Mr. North, in wrong of the petitioner. - 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


mayor; and Queen Mary orddined two aldermen 
and a common council. All its 5 have 
been ratified by King James the firſt. 

It hath been repreſented in parliament from the 
28th of King Edward the firſt to this time. The 


members are choſen in the county court, as appears - 


by the return of the ſheriff, 26 Hen. VI. (which fee 
in the county). The memoirs I meet with of its 
elections are theſe. 

Aug. 6, 1641. Reſolved, that Mr. Perd is well 
elected, _ —_— — 
town of Barnſtaple ; 

That the de&icn of Min Farris to ſerve for' the 
town of Barnſtaple is void, and that Mr. ſpeaker 


ſhall ice forth his warrant direfted- 16" the cn of 


the crown in C for a new writ for electing of 
another to ſerve for the ſaid town, in the room and 
ſtead of the ſaid Mr. Ferris, TY" 
judged void as aforeſaid. 

It doth not appear when this ele ion was com- 
plained of, nor by whom. 

Oct. 25,1680. Apetition of Richard Lee, eſquire 
was 

Ordered, it be referred to. this commitree of pei- 
vileges to examine, and report with their opinion. 

Dec. 24, 1680. Mr. Treby reported from' the 
committee of elections, and privileges, to whom the 
matter of the election for the borough of Barnſtaple 
was referred, that the committee 9 
two reſolves, vx. 

That Arthur Acland, eſquire, is not duly defied a 
T 
1 

That Richard Lee, eſquire; is duly clefied a bur- 
a m ſerve in ths preſent parkmene for the ad 

borough. 


Which reſolutions were read a fecond time and, 
agreed to by the houſe. N 
May 24, 168 f. A petition'of John Rolls, eſquire, 
touching the election for this borough, was read. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges oy enn their opinion. 


BATH. 


e de is in thd-cotmipef deen 28 
been a city from the time of King William 
the Conqueror, or his ſucceſſor Rufus. It has re- 


1 th. a A. a 


privileges and elections to examine the matter, and. turned members to parliament from the a6th. een, 

report ĩt with their Edward I. and fo: continued $0 do di dis eline. Fal. þ 
OR. 25, 1722. A petition of Sir William Co- The antient method of dae "wan by the mayor: $29. 

drington, baronet, was read, ſhewing, that at the and three citizens being ſent from thence to the pl. Br 

election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this county court, who in the name of the community, Redivin 
the petitioner and Monoux Cope, eſquire, a_ IT O_o 57 


were candidates. That bribery and other indirect 
practices were made uſe of in oppoſition to the pe- 
titionet's intereſt, in order to procure a majority of 
the electors for the ſaid Mr. Cope. Notwithſtand- 
ing the petitioner had a majority of legal votes, 
yet the ſaid Mr. Enn 
returned: and praying, &. 

- Ordered, > ls: war ie be af ab 
eee . 
che mater, and report n with der opinion. 

Jan. 16. Ordered, leave to withdraw the faid 


petition. 7b b 


BARNSTAPLE. 


\HIS borough is ſituated in chit cet 
Devon. It was firſt incorporated by King 
— * the firſt; afterwards King John gave it a 


tati ves. 


The left chitece of inceppuiatioii-is/ 30 Blis an | 


ew ther grey . IO 
as follow. 

Feb. 18, 1625. Mr. Gay informeth the houſe; that 
he is returned a for the ſaid city, and be- 
ſides one of the principal men of the city hath mur- 
thered himſelf and his wife, and that the mayor is 
the only coroner z/ therefore deſireth n to go 

Referred to the committee of privileges, whether 
« now wevic allies; wid devs 60 gp Detinds 
5 The fiſt cotbfied —ͤ— with wide dnoue- 
diately after the reſtoration, hen the freemen laid 
claim to à right of election, and two returns were 
made, one by the mayor and aldermen, bf Alexan- 
der Popham, eſquire, and William Prynn, eſquire, 
— bs. at; 

May 


7m & raw AA ns aA wo 


„Nis 


15 
” 


175 
11 


T7 


il 


25 dh of Batu - 


6, 4661. tene por from 
4 e the double return for the 
dy of Bith 3 late we , Eſquire, and 
William Prynn were returned as citizens ſerve for 
the faid city of Bath by the mayor and aldefmen 
only in be indenture, and Sir Charles Berkley and 
Sir Thomas Bridges by the aldermen only in another 
indenture, and the opinion of the ſaid committee 

that the ſaid Mr. Popham and Mr. Prynn 
oughit to ſit till che merits of the cauſe touching 
the faid double return be returned. 

Reſolved, the houſe do agree with the Taid com- 
mittee, and that the faid Mr. Popham and Mr. 
Prynn do fit in the houſe til the merits'of the cauſe 
che faid election be determined. 

Ordered; the petition of Sir Charles Berkley, 
comprtroller of his Majefty's s houſchold, 
and Sir Thomas Bridges, knight, now preſented, 
r to the committee of privileges and elec- 


petition was never reported, thoii Mr, 
tes it was heard, and the right ef electi- 


e out to be in the corporation, the queſtion 
whether all the freemen and citizens 
ought to have voice in the election of citi- 


in parliament, or only the mayor, al- 
council. 


» 1675. A petition of Harry Bridges, lefted 
was read, complaining of 'an undue return 
Speake to ſerve for the 0 wrong 


8 F $4 
ef 


11 


£14 


11 


2 
f 


che free · 
ſaid (5x9, who have th right of ke 


» A 


petitioner, who was duly 
of the 


— 


_ 
tion. 


15 


it be referred to che committee of pri- 


Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of Grote Dated 
and Richard Houblin, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that the petitioners, and William Blachen "and 
Alexander Popham, eſquires, were 3 8 at the 
election of cittzens, to ſerve in this preſent parlla- 
ment, for this city; chat Mr. key vers 4 Nr. 
Popham, by eber indirect practices, di ale e 
themſelves to be returned as duly elected, though 
the petitioners had a majority of lane leg votes : 
and praying the conſideration of the ouſe. 

" Oxdered, wo be ſro the chit of k. 


vileges and elections to examine, and report, the 
e moor: 9 
Ded: 4, 1706 petition was again been 


read, and referred as before. 

Jan. 25; Ordered, "char the report be teceived on 

Monday next, 

-/ 25th.” Mr. Compton feported from the fad com- 

mittee the matter of the ſaid election. That the 

queſtion was upon the right of election. That the 

petitioners counſel inſiſted, that the right of election 

was in the. mayor, aldermen, and 1 the 1 7 

pa ng ſcot and ot. 
the cbunſel for the firing members i 

the” right of election was in the thay res 

and common council, or capital citizens, only.” 


T prove the tight in the freemen at large, the 


pedtioners e ies of man re- 
turns, fram the ower, . I Hen. V bes 
the ſheriff” of che obe part, and John Sa e os and 
three” others named; 3 and it is therein expreſſed, 
a7 Jobaknes Shag et ommes 41 cives 2 
4 er ent rotius commumtaliꝭ civitatis 


eligerunt. — Heg. V, between the theriff of 
Es Th Mere ant Her others 
PE 5" warned, 


er Aufi totiiis Ae: revitatis 


rredifte tligernnt.—; Hen. V, 7 Hen. V, 8 Hen, 
„9 Hen. V, 1, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11 Hen. VI, 
between the ſheriff” of "Di one part, and the mayor 
and two others therein named of the other part, 
in which it is mentioned, Quod major & omnes ali 
cives civitatis, ex afſenſi totius 5 Matis elige- 
runt.— 13 Hen. VI, between the ſh i and four 
others named, uod pr edifti cives ex afſenſu totius 
communitatis eligerunt.—12 Edw. IV, Quod ve 
Batbon. tx unanimi aſſenſu eligerunt.— 17 Edw. IV, 
the ſame form. From the Rolls—1 and 2 Phil. 
and Mar. between the ſheriff of the one part, e. 
aves civit, Bathon. on the other, Quod cives civitatis 
predifte eligerunt.—4 and 5 Phil, and Mar. between 
the ſnieriff of che one part, and the mayor and 
citizens of the other part, Quod major & cives 
comvenerant in Gildam = et ibidem eligerunt.— 
14 Eliz. between the ſheriff of the one part, et ma- 
Jorem civit. Bathon. alderman. et burgenſes ejuſdem 
ehvit. ex altera parte That the mayor, aldermen 
and bu eligerunt.—26 Eliz. between the ſhe- 
riff of one part, and the mayor and citizens of 
Bath on the other part, Qyod predifti major et cives 
fart proclamatione in plena civitate apud Gildam Au- 
lam dicke civitat. eligeriint.—50 Eliz. between the 
Theriff of the one part, and the mayor and citizens 
LA * Cong aft, that the mayor and citizens e- 
> Elis. between the ſheriff of the one 

part, und the mayor, aldermen and citizens of the 


other part, Nod $r 


d. major, aldermanni, et cives 
falta Froclamatione apud Gildam . Aulam civit. eligerunt. 
722 21 Jac. I; 1, 3, 16, 16 Car. I, 21 and 
t Car. II; 5 Will. and Mar.; 4 Annæ.— That 
the petitioners counſel alſo read the charter 32 Eliz. 
by which it is provided that every freeman ſhall 
. ag Hd J in that elauſe they are called 
libergs cives et burgenſes. And called John Gre 
who ſaid, he had lived in London almoſt 45 _ 
Was no freeriian of Bach, but was at the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for Bath, 1660, 
when Mr. Popham and Mr. Prynn were 98 
and Sir Thomas Brid 1 and Sir Charles Berkley 
were candidates; and that che freemien there polled; 
particularly he remembered one George Parker 
lled for Brid and Berkley; Y 3 but could not ſay, 
Whether the poll for them was in the ſame place, as 
he pol for Mr. Popham and Mr. Prynn, 
well and oe ſaid, they were at the election 
1680 bt 1681, and that the freemen were then polled 


by Mr. Buſhell the town clerk ; but could not 


4220 the mer, or any of the aldermen did. poll 


T1460 % 


evidence to . that the freemen had ſo long ago 
Geimed a right to vote in elections, and to prove 
che right, reſied on the returns produced. | 

That the ſittin members counſel inſiſted, that 
Bath was a corporation by preſcription ; and for 
that purpoſe read the beginning of their charter, 
which recites, that the mayor ad citizens have time 
immemorial enjoyed ſeveral markets, &c. et quod 
major et cives ejuſdem civitatis ab antiquo tempore ſem- 
per habuerunt ex ſe aldermannos et commune concilium : 
and they produced a book of the corporation, 
whereby it appeared, 31 March, 1660, Alexander 
Popham and William Prynn, eſquires, were elected 
by the mayor, aldermen and common Council. 
They alſo ſhewed in the faid book, at the election 
1680, Lord Fitzharding and Sir William Baſſet were 
ſo elected: and called Nathanael Biggs, who 
ſaid, he was at the election 1680, and one captain 


| Chapman, an alderman, went off from the reſt, ' 


K and 
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lis, bers to parliament. The firſt returns were in the 33d 
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That the firing members counſel would hae 
ſeveral other witneſſes ; but the committee, 
ſatisfied with the evidence, reſolved, a 

right of election of citizens, to ſerve 
i parliament for this city, is in the mayor, alder- 


Nov. 28, 1799. . in 2 


l * * 5 or Cru yoo — belonging to 
March 30, 1715. A petition of Edward Minſhall this borough of Beaumariz. _ Wrong 
and John Broomhall, eſquires, was read ; ſhewing, That the order was ſerved upon the perſong, to 


that the petitioners, Samuel Trotman and John whom directed, but they, ofa the 699. Mp 


r cn, were candidates for this city, thur's agent to inſpect the ſai 
where the petitioners were duly elected ; but by the papers. | at et rata | 
partiality of the mayor, in refuſing ſeveral perſons Mr. David Lloyd ſaid, he ſerved the order of the 
to vote for the petitioners, who had a right, and committee (which he produced) on Mr. Griffizh 
by other illegal practices of the ſaid Mr. Trotman Parry, town clerk o Jar} | ant, 
and Mr. Codrington, and agents, they have ,pro; and defired the inſpection of the charters, but he 
Eured themſelves to be rivirngd, in wrong of che was | z cheſt 


anſwered, r up in a chat 
: and praying, dc. of gay locks, and he. would endeavour to 
"" Ordered, that it be referred go the committee of keys the next day ; that the next day he ap led 
and elections to examine the mater, and to him again, and to Mr. Harrifon, one. of the 
i eee war th an and ſhewed him an baer apy ofthe Ori 
Petition. | | but refuſed to ſhew other of che ſaid books 
7 papers, ſome of which they owned were. in the 
AUMA e that, op} omen inthe coop» 


1 
7 
: 
F 
5 
i 
7 


BY, the 8 of Manet in” the. 27th of King 
Henry the eighth, the. twelve counties, and as 
many towns in Wales, were privileged to ſend mem- 


— 4-- 
* 9 
— 
. 
„ — - 
= 


8 


3 


” 


* 
112 


1127774 


the 2d of Edward the ſixth, the 
mited on erent yon ah pv 
ſince. 

No memoirs of elections, which have been con- 
reſted, os ng Oe 
which there have been ſeveral petitions, .. 
Nov. 27, 1708. A. petition of Owen Mey 
eſquire, mayor, Thomas Evans, bayliff, Willie 
Meyrick, eſquire, and William Wynn, 
burgeſſes of the borough of Newborough in the 
e ee ee goo ah et Tongs} | 
Johi Davis, burgeſſes of the. borough « Beauma- 
ris in the ſaid county, in behalf of themſelves and | 


ſeveral other burgeſſes of the faid boroughs, w. > ON n t the « 
preſented to the houſe and read) ſetting forth, that fe the pn tg Free nk 
eas anos ae py es Fi - | Tan 2 
ment for the ſaid boroughs is in all the burgelſes a S in genes of, boroughs of 

of bod borouight 1." re d dungen 1h, 


a 


Ne ee for GD aA ” 
ents, a os eee 
dent voted for Sir Arthur Own: 

| That William Owen, clquire, mayor,” John 
being friends fe Bode A Be s of © t 
"the petitioners and a _ it f -* bor 


ET 


: 
2 
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„„ er the borbughs ſhall 
to the payment of the burgeſſes 
« wages, of the ſaid ſhire towns, ſhall have like 


« voice and authority 70 elect, name, and chuſe 


<«< the burgeſſes of the ſaid ſhire towns, like, and in 
rr 
40 have, or uſe.” 

| that Newborough was a ſhire 
town till the reign of Edward the ſixth, and read 
the ſtatutes of ad and 3d of Edward VI. for keep- 


ing the, ſeſſions and county days for Angleſea at 


Beaumarisz which, after appointing. the great 
« ſeſſions, ſhire or county days, and ſeſſion of the 


>| 1 5 
1 8 


; to Beaumaris to vote, but cannot ſay 
e return. 

it was inſiſted, the All was in 

capital burgeſſes of Beau- 


— 2 bona — 
is not fit for the ſaid purpoſes, the ſaid, courts are 
removed to: Beaumaris'z and enacts, that Newbo- 
rough ſhall thenceforth be free of the charges of any 
burgeſs to ſerve in parliament . for.,. Beaumaris z, and 
inſiſted, as the ſurrender, of the charter determined 
the corporation, ſo the ſtatute determined their right 
ab r members. of parliament, box: ict bo- 


ay 4w 


Read.alfa.s charnr of Queen Elizabeth, whereby 
the right of election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for this borough is veſted in the mayor, two 
Nr e e 
4 burgeſs 39 which appear to have 
1 1 purſuance thereof. © Df" apts 
| 04} cy was of, opinion, 
* dhe right of election of a burgeſs to ſerve 


in parliament. for this Boroiigh, is in the mayor; 
bailiffs and capital burgeſſes of Beaumaris only: 
That Henry Bertie, eſquire; is duly elected a bur⸗ 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the laid 
borough, to'which the houſe agreed. 

Oct, 18, 1722. A petition of William Bodvell; 
eſquire, one of the burgeſſes of the borough of 
Newborough in the county of Angleſea, in the behalf 
of himſelf and ſeveral others of the burgeſſes for the 
ſaid borough, | was read, ſhewing that the right of 
electing of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for Beau - 
maris, is in all the burgeſſes of the ſaid borough of 
Newborough, as well as in the burgeſſes of the ſaid 
borough of Beaumaris; that at the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid bo- 
rough, the honourable Henry Bertie, eſquire, and 
the petitioner were candidates; that the majority of 
the burgeſſes of the ſaid borough gave their votes 
for the petitioner, that the mayor and bailiffs of 
the ſaid borough of Beaumaris favouring the ſaid 
Mr. Bertie, rejected the votes of great numbers of 
the burgeſſes of the ſaid borough of Newborough, 
and with violence hindered others from coming into 
the Guild-Hall of the ſaid borough of Beaumaris 
to give their votes for the petitioner, and by theſe 
and other undue practices, the faid Mr. Bertie pro- 
cured himſelf to be returned for the ſaid borough: 
of Beaumaris : and praying, &c: 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to che 
committee of privileges and elections, and that they 
do examine the matter thereof, and report the ſame. 

A petition of Lloyd Bodvell, efquire, mayor, 

John Powell, bailiff, John Hughes, Rice Hughes, 
and John Williams, burgeſſes of the borough of 
Newborough in the county of Angleſea, in behalf 
of themſelves and ſeyeral other burgeſſes of the ſaid 
borough, was read, ſhewing that the right of elect- 
ing a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for the borough 
of Beaumaris is in all the burgeſſes of the ſaid: bo- 
rough of Newborough, as well as in the burgeſſes 
of the borough of Beaumaris. That the honourable 
Henry Bertie, eſquire, and William Bodvell, eſquire, 
were candidates ; the major part of the burgeſſes of 
the ſaid boroughs gave their votes for the ſaid 
William Bodvell; that the mayor and bailiffs of 
the ſaid borough of Beaumaris, being friends to 
the ſaid Mr. Bertie, rejected the votes of the peti- 
tioners, and of a great number of the reſt of the 
durgeſſes of the ſaid borough of Newborough. That 
ſeveral of the burgeſſes were in a riotous manner 
forced out of the Guild-Hall of the ſaid borough of 
Beaumaris, and others aſſaulted. and wounded; the 
doors of the ſaid Guild-Hall were ſnut to hinder the 
ſaid burgeſſes from going into the ſame to give their 
votes for the ſaid Mr. Bodvell; that by theſe and 
other undue practices, the ſaid Mr. Bertie procured 
himſelf to be returned, to the great prejudice of 
the ſaid petitioners: and praying, &c. 
. Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to 
the committee of privileges and elections, and that 
they do examine the matter thereof, and report the 
ſame. 

Jan. 10, 1724. The petition of Mr. William Bod- 
vell was again read, and referred as before. 

Nov. 13, 1724. The faid petition was again read, 
and referred as before. 


County of BED FORD. 


Tuns county was jeined under the ſame ſheriff 
with the county of Bucks, and hath returned 
repreſentatives from the time of the firſt ſummons 


to 
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4 +to parliament, in 22 Ed. I. Mr. Frynn accounts 


for them from the 28th, and hath given a liſt of 
them from the 3oth of Edward I. A writ directed 
. boner men 
poſe, with a writ of ion, will be found in 
the Appendix. The memoirs which I have met with 
relating to ſuch elections here follow. 

Decem. 12, 1698. A petition of William Dun- 
combe and Thomas Bramſall, eſquires, was pre- 
ſented to the houſe and read, ſetting forth, that, at 
the late election of knights of the ſhire for this 
county, Edward Lord Ruſſell and Sir William 
Goſtwick were returned, by reafon that votes were 
procured by entertainments and other illegal means, 
and by reaſon of many freeholders who offered to 
poll for the petitioners, were prevented by the ſheriff 
and his officers ; all which proceedings were to the 
injury of the petitioners, who were candidates at the 
ſaid election, and ought to have been returned: 
and praying relief in the premiſſts. 

| Ordered to be referred to the conſideration of the 
committee of privileges and elections to examine, 
and report with their opinion. x 

Nov. 16, 1699. The ſaid petition was en 
and referred in like manner. | 

Dec. 19, 1699. Ordered the report to be reeciv- 
ed on Thurſday next. 

Dec. 21. Sir Rowland Gwynh reported, u e 
majority on the poll was agreed to be with the fit- 
ting members, but the counſel for the petitioners 
inſifted on irregular proceedings; that perſons-who 
had voted for one of the candidates, and afterwards 
came and would have given in their ſecond vote for. 
another, were denied their ſecond votes; and that 
ſeveral of the fitting members votes were gained by 
treating. Con 5 firſt 29s the committee re- 
ſolved, - 

| Thac if any perſon; > Mas e fe” 
too members to "ſerve in Lk mall give a 
ſingle vote, ſuch — * not a right to come 
er 
cleftion. {4 

That as to treating the | counſel callod John 
Green, who ſaid, be "Hioe — inn at Bed- 
ford, and that his inn was hiret! by Mr. Haynes, 
formerly a ſervant to Sir William Goftwick; for 
Lord Ruſſell and Sir William Goſtwick ; that Mr. 
Bloſs, another of Sir William Goſtwick's ſervants, 
told him, he ſhould receive what money he could 
of the freeholders, and Sir William would pay the 
reſt; that in Auguſt laſt he went to Sir Wiltiam 
for the money; that Sir William was at firſt very 


angry, and ſaid he knew nothing of it, but after- 


wards ſaid he would fee among them to help him to 
che money; that of 140, whoſe reconkig cue 8 
12 d. each, ſome paid 2 d. and ſome nothing; that 
the charge of the houſe came that day to 16 1. * 
Mr. Bloſs dined with ſome of the. 
John Lovell, Thomas Joyce, Thomas e 


and Thomas Cock ſaid, they were all at the Falcon 


che day of the election, and all Cock de- 
clared for Lord Ruſſell and Sir William Goſtwiek, 
and were told that they might eat and drink, pay- 
ing one penny or twopence, and that at their go- 
ing away they paid nothing, and Cock was offered 
to eat and drink for nothing; but he declaring he 
might be but for one of the ſitting members, Green 
told him he ſhonld; pay a half and leave a half, 
which he did. Cock voted only for Mr. Bramſall, 
James Muns ſaid, eie 
and: that about 16 or 17 came to his houſe by 
direction of one Clark, a collar-maker to Sir WII. 
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liam Goſtwick, and he truſted them on Clarkꝰs ac? 
count; that ' afterwards Muns and Clark went to 
Mr. Tidford, Sir William Goſtwick's balliff, for 
the money, WhO told him he muſt ay 4ilf Sir 
William was ſettled in the houſe; chat Clatk went 
with him to Sir William Goftwick's, but Sir Wil- 
liam would not promiſe him payment ; that after- 
wards they ſpoke to Mr. Tidford, and went all to- 
gether to Sir William Goſtwick's, and Tidford 
came out and faid he — wherenpon 
Clark ſaid there was no truth in man, and after- 
. eo ey 
mo 
John Richards ſaid, he kept the Half Moon inn; 
16 or 17 dined at his houſe, and tho reckoning 
came to about 18 d. each, 'and-five or fix not pay- 
ing, he went next morning to Mr. Tidford, who 
aſked him who'he was for, and he anſwering for 
Mr. Bramſall, Tidford afked him for Sir William 
Goſtwick, and faid it would be taken kindly; 
which he promiſed, but told Tidford of che teck - 
oning, Tidford ſaid, when Sir Wiltiam 
was ſettled it thould be paid. The perſons faid, if 
Mr. Tidford did not pay, they would; and chree 
of them have and the reſt have not. 
Shaw faid; he lived at the Belt as a ſervant; that 
his miſtreſs-deſired him not to mention Sir William 
Goſtwick's name, but told him, all who came in 
Mr. Cater*s name might eat and drink at free coſt ; 
dat ut Hight'ſix came in who polied for Sir William 
Goſtwick; and he had — treat them; and 
they cat and Urank plentifelly; afterwards unother 
company came, and when they had drank two pence 
a piece, they whiſpered it was hard they who were 
for Lord Ruſſell and Sir William Goftwick \ ſhould 
Pay; whoreupeir by his miftrefs's order he'gave 
them their money again, and that night and next 
day was ſpent in the houſe 15 l. and Sir William 
Goſtwick's ſervants were by with about 20 people." 
Robert Roebuck and Johm Rogers ſaid; they ſpent 
about two pence each, eme it PEP ve 
them their money again as others ae. 
Edward Brockis fai faid,” he was at the deftion; 
that Bret, a tenant of the Duke of Bedford, gave 
him 28. and 6 d. to treat Hirmſelf and others! by 
the way to Bedford; that when de came to Bedford, 
all was paid there alſo; and fix or cight men came 
in and aſked victuals, and ſaid they were for Sir 
William Goſtwick and Lord Ruſſell, and the woman 
of the houſe faid they might have wt they world, 
but they muſt be private; that the Duke of Bed. 
ford's clerk of the kitchen, upon his fa 
not able to go to the election, 5 
bire an horſe the charges ſhould de borne; that Mr. 
Taylor, the Duke's bailiff, got a waggon for others, 
and all the pariſh who. went with bim were för the 
fieting members. 1775 38 10% 311 JON 4; 
Irawley” and Oldhilt fad; Mr. Bret 
d all their dinners; n 
rown faid, he went in Taytor's and had 
his expences borne ; and Crawley ſaid, his hotſe hire 
was el VIILTOUGTOI © 
- Thomas Wortter ſaid, ers ung 6 bes Weite 
at the Bell inn. The petitioners counſel alſi in- 
Gifted on che partiality of the Therify who" they-faid 
n hom 
he refuſed to take for the : and called 


= An 
and after that, Mr. Fitch gave a ſecbnd vote f che 
Gtring members, but it was at anofficr” Wuürti and 
it did not appar chan ape i wk hb pol 
there 
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defiſted from taking chem. 


The counſel on the other ſide infiſted; that ths 
fitting member who had the feweſt, had above 600 
more than either of the peritioners : arid as to the 
treating; they called, 

John Deer and Thomas 'Hays, who ſaid, that 
Mr. Tidford came to them and deſired them to go 
with him to the ſeveral” inns at Bedford, and told 
the people they ſhould recommend ſeveral free- 
holders to come there, but bid them take money of 
them, for Lord Ruſſel and Sir Willizm Goftwick 
would-be at no charge. 

Benjamin Haſleton ide John Green deſired him 
to aſſiſt to make up the bills of the laſt election, 
and Haſleton aſking him who gave him orders to 


truſt the frechölders, Green told him he had none 


either from lord Ruſſel or Sir William Goſtwick, nor 
did he know when he ſhould- be paid, for Sir William 
Goſtwick had refuſed” to pay him; that the counſel 
had more witneſſes to examine, but the chmmittee 
ſeeming ſatisfied they veſted it ce 3 ws the com- 
mittee reſolved, © 
That the Lord | Edward Ruſſel is ah elected 
a knight of the ſhire for this county; 

That Sir William Goſtwick is duly elected a 
knight of the ſhire for this county. 

The firſt reſolution (concerning the bcond e 
contained in ix ng. cot i reading 


The other:two, Au rogurd'eo-the lectin, agreed 
votes after which the poſtponed reſolu- 
tion was confidezed, and à debate ariſing, it was 
pus off till the next day, but never after called for. 

March 31, 1915: © A petition of John Cater, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
knights of the ſhire! for this county, the petitioner 
William FHillerſden, Sir Pynſent Charnock and 
John Harvey. eſquire, were candidates. That the 

and the ſaid Mr. Hillerſden had à majori- 
ty of legal votes, but ſeveral perſons voting for the 
ſaid Mr. Harvey, though not quialified ; and by the 
illegal practices uſed by the ſaid Mr. Harvey and 
agents, there was procured a majority of 16 for 


the faid Mr. Harvey above the ' petitioner, who 


otherwiſe ow have had a 1 and prays 
ing, Nc. 

A' petition x of Sir Pynſent Charnoek; bayonet} was 
read ; ſhewing that at the election for this county, 
the petitioner John Harvey, William Hillerſden and 
John Carer, eſquires, were candidates. The high ſheriff 
did declare, and as duly elected has accordingly re- 
turned Mr. Hillerſden, notwithſtanding the peti- 
tioner had a majority of legal votes. Several that 
polled for Mr. Hillerſden had no right lo to do, 
though by his indirect means, did procure the votes 
of others that had a right to poll, to 1 eee 
of the petitioner: and praying, &c. 

Ordered, that th-ſaid petitions: be heard at the 
bar of the houſe on the 49th of May next. 
May 18, 1415. Ordered, that Sir Pynſent Char- 
nock have lexve ts withfirwwe his petition. 

19th: / Ordered, that the merits of the election for 
this counity,-be heard at the bar of the” houſe on 
this day three weeks. 

June g. Ordered, that it be heard on che axſt of 
this ont. xc 

20th. Qrdered, ee 

23d. The houſe proeeeded to the hearing of the 
ſaid election, and the eunſel were called in. 

The petition of John Cater, complaining of the 
ſaid en, was read; and the petjtioner's counſel 


proceeded to diſqualify ſeveral of the keting mem 
een 

The ſitting member's bene objected againſt 
procecding upon the petition; for that the qualifi- 
cation delivered in by the petitioner at the demand 


of the ſitting member, was not purſuant to the 


reſolution of the houſe of the 23d of March laſt. 
Upon which, the act of parliament of the gth 
year of her late majeſty, the ſaid reſolution of 


the houſe, the demand of the qualification, and 


the title of the qualification * 9 the clerk 
of the | houſe, - were read. | 

And the counſel on both ſides were heard mere 
upon, and then withdrew, _ -- 


Reſolved, the petitioners be permitted to pto- | 


cent in their evidence. 

And the counſel were called. in again, and Mr. 
Speaker acquainted them with the ſaid reſolution. 

And the petitioners proceeded to examine wit- 
neſſes to diſqualify ſeveral voters for the ſitting 
member upon account of voting more than once 
of being under age; or of having purchaſed their 
freehold within an year before the election: and the 
counſel were directed to withdraw. 
Ordered to be heard again on Saturday morning; 

June 25, 1715. The houſe proceeded in the hear- 
ing the merits of the ſaid election. 

The petitioners - counſel gave evidence, in order 
to diſqualify ſeveral of the fitting member's votes; 
viz. as to mortgagers voting, when the mortgagees 
were in poſſeſſion , perſons who had ſold their free- 
holds before the election; others, who were intitled 
to reverſions only ; others, who did not pay publick 
taxes or rates; others, who were only leaſeholders 


for years, or *copyholders ; and others, who had | Sicorigha, 


eſtates. | 
Ordered, that it be further heard on Tueſday, 
. 28th, The houſe proceeded in tic hearing of tha 
ſaid election, and the counſel were called in. 
- And the petitioner's counſel calling a wined to 
prove one of the fitting member's voters had not 
an eſtate in the pariſh, where his freehold is ſet 
down on the poll. 
The ſitting member's counſel objected againſt 
giving ſuch evidence, the voter n ſworn: he 
had an eſtate chere. 
The counſel on both ſides were heard rouching 
the ſame, and then withdrew. F 
Reſolved, that the counſel for the petitioner be 
admitted to give parole evidence as to a perſon's 
being no freeholder, who had ſworn himſelf to be 
a freeholder at the time of the election. 
The counſel were called in, and Mr. Speaker 
acquainted them with the ſaid reſolution. 
Then the petitioner's counſel examined ſeveral 
witneſſes in order to diſqualify ſeveral of the ſitting 


member's voters, upon account of their not paying 


publick taxes or rates; or having no eſtates in the 
places they voted for; others, as being only leaſe · 
holders ; and others, as having e under 40 8. 
yearly value. 

And then the counſel. were directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, that the ſaid matter be further heard 
on Thurſday next, 

30th. The houſe proceedsd i in hearing the ſaid 
election. | 

And the petitioner's counſel proceeding further 
to examine witneſſes in order to diſqualify voters for 
the fitting member, ſome as to their not being rated 
to any taxes; to others, as their not having any 
eſtate in the place they voted for; and to others, 


as to their eſtates being copyhold; and after the 


| peti- 


37 


— Dre - 
is —— K 


38 


The Ginty of "B &D\F0A Þ. 


petitiangr's caunſct anqueinied the houſe thas thay 
had objections to many other voters for the fitting 
— in regard they did not pay io the publick 

taxes. in ſuch preportian av. other eſtates of 49 6. 
per annum, in the ame place. 2s the afts.of the 
16th. and 124h- of Quean Anse direct) and deſired 
the direction of the houſe whether they ſhall go wa 
ſuch examination, and of wha: Cen — 
mould be. Ui 

And the counfs! withdrew,” | 

And the ach of the zoth af her late | Majedly was 
mad} ; intitled, An act for tha moge eficiuab prevent- 
ing fraudulent canyeyances, in | ardes to ' mltiply 
votes for knights of ſhires $9 ſhove in Porkiament: 
And ablo,: . 

An act of the 8 has. id late Majoſty 
was. read, intitled,; An act for explaining the faid 
act, as. far as the.:ſame ralstas d aſcertaining the 
value of ſrecholda of 40 4. per annum. 

- And a mation being made, and the queſtion be- 


ing put, That where any pevſan pays ta the King's i 


tan, church ar p rates, and has ſwarn te the va- 
lun af his freehold, ſuch frechald being in his @wn 
poſſeſſion; that the, huuſe will procetd inta the con- 
ſuleration, whether ſuch frechgld is aſſeſſed ta the 
ſaid taxes and rates in ſuck proportiog as other 


petitioner's vgtetz n acopunt of their pot. 

an eſtate 2 
d e 0 0 be a rack u or 

r 
N the farther hearing of the merits of 
ing next. 

geh. A matian being made, and the queſtion. being 
put, that the farther hearing of the merits. af this 
eleQion be adjourned till Tueſdey ſe v anight, it 
paſſed in the negative 

Ordered, CEE de eee 
the ſajd election be adjourned till Tueſday next. 

Isth. Ordered, ran 


lands of 40 8. 8 —_— 


winſhip, ere "charged; foitha m. TE 

It paſſed in the negative. 

Then the aud war called and Ms. Sake 
contained think themith. 7 

Then the petitiquer's counſel i thi 
evidence given an the. pejitianer's hakalf. 5 

er Show: ee eee diaibeed to wichdaow,. | 

\. Ordered, n 
on Saturday morning next. 

July 2. The bad priveaded in the farther: hoar- 
ia ef {he e a d ET og; both 
ſides were called in. 


And the cauiiſt fas tha firing — — 0 


wines in yuſtifieation of ſcveral of the 
againſt. which, the petitioner i eaunſ had obiected. 
And the ſitting member's couoſel produced: a 


fraper,. as tho batte ſon the land-ux for tha year - 


35 14 for the patifh; oi Potten 1 to prove that o- 
of the ſitting member's voter had been rated 
therezo, and the peivviants's compel objediod againſt 
the ſame, as not being aa by the aſlefiors 


or comtoiſlioners be. nos teak 
Te counkl warned u again, wit My. Speaker 
acquainted them wich the Gidoraſolviies- - - 


Al ovale the: G eben ente . 
zn thei ewidenoe, inorder to Add two perſons to the 


&ttpg member's poll: and then examined: foveral 
witneſſes, in order to diſqualify ſeveral. & the petir 
tionai᷑ a votet oh aA having, paed wisez aabers, 


as. dat paying tazes.z and athary, 38 having u eſbate 


in the plece whom they Aer erg aged 
be. * 


% 


r Ordergdi tha Matten e e be ſanber 
den Prakiay next. 


th, — in ho dee hearing 
tha ryauter of the Cad clations... Gi 2 8 


And the. caunſeb far tbe ng member — 


ed to exarbine witoelies, and dafqualidy Othess of the 


| Rodalved; chan the; paper intitled emma landetax = 
for the year: 151.4. mat gs ppm the allaſſors 


to juſtify foveral of the voters the darin member's 


wanne hack olynded, agalpGiq 


Aud den the coun] were darin wie: 
ex- 


ſaid cet bn. ieee till Saturday morn- 


Dr. 


illis's 


dtitia, 
dl. I. p. 


— 
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Ordetecdl. that-tho merits. of * be 


ung of the merits al the {aid elessen. 
And the counſel on bath fides were called in- | 
80 


< then the counſel en both liaben withdrew: 


elected a 8 in this pre- 
ſent parli 

. Cater; eſquire; is duly elected 
a member of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent. parli- 
ament for thus county, and ordered the return to 
Were 


BEDFORD. 


IIS botough is ſitumed in the county fo 
called. It was made capable of ſending bur- 
Dr. to parkament fo early as the, 23d of King 
lis E tha firſt, and has continued ſo to do ever 
n. J. p. ſince: the method of electing of which in the time 
of King Henry the fifth, appears by the indenture 
in the Appendix. It is a corporation conſiſting of a 
mayor, recorder, deputy recorder, Two bailiffs, 
thirteen common council, and an uncertain number 
66 aldermen, but not to excecd 12. 
em. 7640. Their present charter is of the 16 of King 
Charbes the fecond. There were two indentures ; 
in one, Sir Beauchamp St. John, and Sir Samuel 
Luke were returned; and in the * 
champ St. Joha, and William Boteler. 6 
1 May. Ordered that Sir — $.. John 
do fit, he being in both returns. 
That Mr. Boteler and Sir Samuel Luks do for- 
bear 20 fir till their controverſy be decided. 
Auguſt 5, 1642. Reſolved, upon the queſtion, 
that Sir Samuel Luke is well elected as a burgeſ 
for the wwn of Bedford, and ought ta ſerve as a 
member of the houſe. 4 | 
May 16, 1667. Serjeant Charleton teports from 
the committee, touching the ſeveral returos for the 
town of Bedford, that John Kedling, ſerjeant at 
A, and Richard Taylor, eſquire, were returned in 
Two mdencazes. by the mayor, bailifs and burgeſſes; 
and that Siv Samuel Luke and Mr. Taylor were 
returned in another indenture by the mayer; and 
the opinion of the committee, that ſerjean Keeling 
ought to fix untid the aid eledtion be determined : 
to. which the houſe agreed. 


March 29, 1690. A petition of * Wilkiam 


crown,” which ho carried to the clerk's office ; hut 
bout the 1gch or 20th inſtant he went to che clerk 
office, and alt-red the return, by tearing off the im- 
r 
returned, and affixed another in the room thereof, 
whereby Mr. City with Ur. Hikerſden are re. 
turned, in abuſe of your petitioner and the ſaid bo- 
ug, whemupon 4 dowble- return is pretended, 
re to Slay the petitioner from Rrving in 


Reſobred, that John Harvey, eſquire, is not duly 


"he 'Borownh of BED FOR B. 


the houſe: and praying that the under ſheriff and 
clerk of the crown n 
was altered, and that the precept may be produced, 
and the return of the many an n receive 

Ordered to by inferred is/ the Evihinitics f rs 
. -29/ Exartiine; and report with 
their opinion. 


April 11: Ordered the reporr to be received to- 
morrow. 

12th, Mr. Gray reported, that the committee firſt 
proceeded to inſpect the records of the ſaid returns, 
and find by one indenture, dated March 18, 1689, 
mentioned to be made between Samuel Cater; 
eſquire, high ſheriff of Bedfordſhire, on the one 
part; and William Becket, mayor of Bedford, — 
ward Pi bailiff, and other burgeſſes of 
Bedford, Sir William Franklyn, knight, and Tho- 
mas Hillerſden, eſquire; are returned burgeſſes for 
the ſaid borough. By another indenture, dated 
March 15, 1689, mentioned to be made between 
the ſaid high ſheriff of the firſt part, and Robert 
Thomas, elder bailiff, and other burgeſſes, of the 
other part ; Thomas Hilterfen, efquire, and Tho- 
— Chriſty, — are returned 3 for the 

id borough. 


5 or Sir William Franklyn the counſe! inſiſted, 
that it was at firſt à ſingle return made by the 
high ſheriff, and afterwards made double by the 
adding of another indenrure by the under meriff: 
and called, 

Mr. Francis Brace, Mr. Becker the mayor, Sa- 
muel Cater the meriff, and Mr. Milton; trport ex- 
amination of whom it appeared, that Mr. Cater 
the ſheriff delivered the precept to the mayor, & 
rected only to bim, and at the election, the ſame 
being begun to be read, n was taken at the 
direction, becæuſe Ir was not diredted to the bailiffs 
as well as to the mayor, as it was inſiſted ir ufed 
te be, and thereupon one Dymock, a deputy to 
the under fheriff, who had then the ſeal of office, 
interlineck bailiſfs in the ſaid direction, and then they 
proceeded ra the election; and after the election was 
over, the high ſheriff received the precept from 
the mayor, not knowing the word bailiff was add- 
ed, with the indenture, by which Sir Wilham Frank- 
lyn and Mr. Hilterſden were returned only, and 
having annexed them to the indenture for the corm 
ty, delivered them to the under fheriff to be filed 
in the Crown office ; bur the under ſheriff, though 
there were ſome covenants between him and the 
high ſheriff not to intermeddle in elections, carries 
to the Crown office the other indenture returned by 
the other bailiff and burgefſes (in which Mr. Hil- 
Terflen and Mr. Chriſty were returned) annexed to 
the indenture returned by the mayor; between which 
dentures was affixed the fheriff's precept. But 
before the delivery of the faid returns into the Crown 
okkee, in che anrichamber; the under ſheriff 
aſked Mr. Mifton, depury clerk of the Crown, 
whether it was neceſfiry to deliver in the precept, 
ant being informed by Mr. Milton, fome did and 
ſome did not, the under ſheriff cut off tlie precept, 
and delivered the indentures into the office. 
| For Mr: Chrifty the counſel infifted, that Sir 
William Franklyn was not duly returned, the pre- 
cept being directed to the mayor and bailiffs, and 
was returneck by the mayor and one bailiff only; 
and called Simon Urlin and others, who ſaid, the 
word bailiffs was interlined with the full conſent of 
the candidates: and read two indentures of return, 
one of the 12th of February, 78, and the other rhe 

18th 
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The Boroughs: of BEDFORD and GRENT BEDWIV. 


18th of Auguſt, 59, betwirt the mayor and bailiffs 


of one part, and the high ſheriff of the other 3 by 
which it appeared, that the precept was then di- 


nected to the mayor .and-bailifis, After che matter 
of the petition and return was heard, the oounſel on 
boch ſides (according to order of the committee on 
che 28th of March laſt) were. directed to e to 
the merits of the election. 

But Sir William Franklyn's counſel infiſted 3 


had not been ſerved with the ſaid order, and want» 


ed their witneſſes: and ſome. books ; but the com- 
mittee being informed they had not: applied for any 
8 n in heating 
the election. S016, 16 104 1 1 2 1 

Then Mr. Chriſty” 7 n enden 4 — 
tion of the common council: of the 19th of Docem ; 
ber, 1687 z that eyery inhabitant, not taking collec- 
tion, nor being a ſojourner, hath a vate: and called 

William Faldo and others, who ſpoke as to ſix or 
Gove elections they had known, and ſaid ; that the 
burgeſſes, freemen and inhabitants, being houſe- 
holders of Bedford, not receiving collection, had 
the right of cletting members to ſerye in parlia- 
ment; and Sir Humphrey Winch ſaid, he was ſo 
elected and returned by the mayor and bailiffs. | 

Urlin faid, he was one of thoſe who took. the 
poll by order. of the mayor, and. Mr. Chriſty - had 
290, Mr. Hillerſden 364, Sir Willam Franklyn 
249, and Sir Anthony Cheſter 218; that in his 
poll 6g were queried by the mayor far Mr. Chriſty. 
63 fr Mr. Hillerſden, 60 for Sir Anthony Celler. 
and 54 for Sir William Franklyn. - 

Shem Hanwell ſaid, he was another W 
by the mayor 10 take. the poll, and according to 
his book Mr. Chriſty. had 291, Mr. Hillerſden 285, 
Sir William Franklyn 254, Sir Anthony Cheſter 
2133 and that 6g were queried for Mr. Chriſty, and 
68 for Sir William, Franklyn ; and he queried ul 
the, mayor bid him, - 

Both theſe witneſſes ſaid, the election hens on 
Aſh-wedneſday, and was then, adjourned to Thurf- 
day, when the poll was cloſed; and though Mr. 
Chriſty. inſiſted. the poll to be caſt up, it was ad- 
journed to the. afternoon, three o'clock,: to the Swan 
at Bedford; then till Friday ſey'nnight ; then till 
the next ＋ and then till Tuesday, and then the 
mayor declared the election, when Mr. Chriſty hed 
taken coach for London. 

John Fen ſaid, he knew the perſons who poll, 
and. they had all good votes. 

. Hanwell and Chapman ſaid, the mayor, had he 
town books, and was again offered to inſpect then. 
J John Fen and William Wale ſaid, that Sir Willi- 
am Franklyn had diſperſed — ſcandalous re- 


ports of Mr. Chriſty before the election, on ue Fo 


Poſe, to. alienate Mr, Chriſty's friends. 
Robert Thomas the elder bailiff ſaid, he did. not 


agree to the return of the mayor, nor adjournment 


of the poll; upon which the committee reſolved, , 
That. the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough is in the 
freemen, and inhabitants, being Werke of Bed- 
ford not receiving kate. 
ea... Sir ray 2 is not duly, dep 


| * EP Fra +, 

| 8 is 0 40 2 

Es ſerve a Pie for this 
_ Thaz u the matter * the petition = Sir William 

Fravkhn, and of. the. return of burgeſſes for the 


ſaid town, be ſpecially. reported to the houſe. . 


- Theſe reſolutions being read, 


A petition of Sir William Franklyn was offeted 
to the houſe, and brought to che table, to cho uſſect 
following ; That he was furpriſed, by the order: of 
the committee Which Mr. Chriſty had obtained, to 


hear the therits of the election, with: the matter of 


the double return, and therefore had not inſtructed 
his counſel, nor was provided for a defence in that 
matter, the ſaid: order being obtained ex parte; 
and it being propoſed to read the petition, it was 
refuſed. e eee 
which was alſo denied. 2G 

Then the ſeveral reſolutions were ade bead 
time, and agreed to by the houſe. sb. 

Ordered, that the under ſheriff of the county of 
Bedford be taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 
arms attending this houſe, for his miſdemeanor 
touching che return of burgeſſes to ſerve au this 
2 12 

Ordered, that the mayor of eden 
into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this 
houſe, for his miſdemeanor in the late election of 
burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

. Ordered, that the mayor and bailiffs of this town 
do attend the. houſe on Monday next, to amend. the 
return of to ſerve in this preſent 

for this borough, and that the clerk of the Crown 

do then alſo attend with the ſaid return. ein 

Reſolved, that after a return. made into che 
Crown office of members to ſerve in parliament, the 
. RAI Ret 
the Crown, or any other but by the houſe. | 

Nov. 2, 1705; A. petition of Samuel Rolt, ef 
quire, was read z ſhewing, the petitioner was a can- 
didate at the laſt election of members to ſerve in 
parliament for this town, but by bribery, menaces, 
and: other indirect practices, Sir Philip Monoux 
and William Farrer, eſquire, (who alſo were candi- 
dates) procured a conſiderable majority of voters 
over —— — . 
ing, &c. 

Ordered to be referred to. de committee of ri 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, nd 
report it with their opinion. L 

March 5, 1713. A & yang of William ras, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhew ewing, that at the election for 
this borough, where the petitioner and Samuel 
Rolt, eſquire, were candidates; that Mr. Rolt, at 
the time of the ſaid election; was not qualified ac 
cording to the act of parliament . and that the pe- 
titioner had the majority; notwithſtanding which, 
the mayor and bailiffs oe ſaid; borough did un- 
duly. elect and return the ſaid. Mr. Rolt; a 
of the petitioner : and praying, &. 
Ordered to be referred to the. committee: of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the n 
report it with their opinion. 

Nov. 21, 1515. Ordered a warrant 1 
for electing a burgeſs for this, borough, in the room 
of William Farrer, eſquire, made maſter keeper and 
govemen. oh, eee inde; ee of» ren 
charine, near the Tower of London. 

May 34, 1725« Ordered a warrant for a-hewe writ 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve. in this preſent par- 
Hament for this borough, in the room of 
Huxley, eſquire, made one 1 the de den r 
eee Mi eee Fin 
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de porliament in the 36th "year of King Eduard 
che firſt; alſo to the iſt and 8th of Edward the ſe- 
cond'; and 33, 36, and 37, of Edward the third; to 
the th and 7th of King Richard the ſecond nad 
after the 10th year of that King intermitted until the 
ger of Henry che fifth, except the iſt of Henry the 
foutth; and ſo continued until the 12th of Ed- 
ward the fourth. The memoirs I meet with con- 
its elections, are theſe following z 
Apel 1640. The firſt I have found is an order 
in the Journals; whereby I find a petition had been 
ted, or by ſome other means, the matter of 
the election came before the houſe; and it was or- 
dered to be proceeded on in order as figured, and 
this was marked 2. 
In 1640, Richard Harding and Charles Seymour, 
ires, were choſen for this borough ; which was 
conteſted. The account of it in the Journal ſeems 
to be imperfect, but I ſhall ſer it down as I find in 
the book. 

April 28, 1640. Mr. Jones's ſecond report from 
the committee of privileges, That the election for 
the town o - * , in the county of * , 
did belong to the bailiffs, portreeves, and antient 
burgeſſes of the town; that there were ſome miſde- 
meanors in one Franklin, that got the precipe in 
the bailiff's hand, and cauſed a new election for his 


on ends, and returned burgeſſes under the hands 


of an officer, to whom the warrant we not direct- 
ed. It was denied on the other ſide, that the elec- 
tion of burgeſſes did belong to the antient burgeſſes 
of the town; which were the bailiffs, portreeves, 
and thoſe that had been officers in the town; and the 
election was free to every one that paid ſcot and lot. 
The committee being not ſatisfied it did belong 
to the antient burgeſſes by preſcription, they re - 
mitted the election to the inhabitants that paid ſcot 


origin. and lot, who choſe Mr. Harding and Mr. Sayer. 


Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that in the opinion 
3 houſe, ground upon the whole report now 
made by Mr. Jones, Mr. Harding and Mr. Sey- 


ic origin. mour are well elected. 


I 1660 there was a conteſted election, and two 
returns made, which came before the committee of 
privileges: and, 

April 27, 1660, Mr. Turner reported, touching 
the double return for this borough, that Sir Walter 
St. John, baronet, and Sir Ralph Verney, are re- 
turned by the portreeve, under hand and private 


ſeal ; ind Robert Spencer and Thomas Gage, eſ- 


quires, by another return, under a great ſeal with 
GB, but no name; and the opinion of the com- 
mittee is, that none of the parties returned do ſit in 
this houſe till the whole matter of the cauſe upon 
the laid double return be determined : to which the 
' houſe 

May. 16. Mr. 8 en the r. 
amination of the fact, the queſtion (upon the elec- 
tion for this borough) being, whether the inhabi- 
rants in general ought not to. elect; the committee 
were of opinion that the burgeſſes at large have 
right to elect, and that Mr. Spencer and Mr. Gape 
were duly. elected. 

Reſolved, the houſe do agree that Mr. Spencer 


and Mr. Gape are duly elected, and do ſit in che 
houſe. 


May x7, 1661. Serjeant Charleton 3 from | 


committee of 


privileges, touching the returns 


by, this borough, chat Duke Stonchouſe 1 | 


lark, eſquires, are returned by one indenture; and 
che faid Mr. Stonehouſe and Mr. Thomas Gay by 


another s and de opinion-of the commirter, My. * 


W343 


Clark being returned by the proper officer, . 
te ſu: to which the houſe agreed. 

It doth not appear that this election was ever 
heard after. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Patrick Bird and 
John. Morgan, on behalf of themſelves, and other 
the legal voters, and inhabitants of this borough, 
was read; ſetting forth, that at the laſt election for 
this borough, Dr. Charles Davenant, by illegal prac- 
tices and corruption, procured himſelf to be choſen 
and returned; ſo that thereby the ſaid election is 
become void, and the — unduly — 
ed: praying relief. 

Ordered, that the petition be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges to examine, and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

A petition of Thomas Neale, eſquire, was pre- 
ſented and read; ſetting forth, that ſeveral indirect 
means were uſed by Charles Davenant and his 
agents, to gain votes at the laſt election for this 
borough ; otherwiſe, the petitioner would have had 
the majority of legal voters, and ought to have 
been returned. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee to exa- 
mine, - and report the matter, with their opinion. 

March 13. Ordered, that the inhabitants of this 


| borough, have leave to withdraw their petition. 


Nov. 16, 1699. The petition of Mr. Neale was 
renewed, and referred. 5 

Feb. 3. The houſe was informed that Thomas 
Neale, eſquire, who petitioned againſt Dr. Dave- 
nant, rouching the election for this borough, is 
dead. 

Ordered, that the committee be charged from 
proceeding on the ſaid petition. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of the right bonoum- 
ble Charles Lord Bruce, and the honourable James 
Bruce, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough; the petitioners, Sir George 
Bing and Nicholas Polexfen, were candidates; and 
the petitioners had a majority of legal votes, and 
ought to have been returned by the portreeve ; ſe- 
veral who voted for Sir George Bing and Mr. Po- 
lexfen (who were utter ſtrangers to the ſaid borough) 
having no right to vote; yet they, by the aſſiſtance 
of John Parſons, Elias Barnes, and divers others 
their agents and ſervants, and by bribery, gained 
many votes, and -procured themſelves to be return- 
ed, to, the petitioners prejudice : and praying that 
the matter may be heard at the bar, and ſuch relief 
as ſhall ſeem meet. 

; Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections to examine the matter, and | 


report it with their opinion. 

⁊oth. The houſe being informed, that one Nudel 
Buſhell, and Richard Bartholomew, who had been 
ſummoned. to attend the committee of privileges 
and elections, to give evidence with relation to the 
election for this borough, are brought to town, and 
kept confined; and that there are perſons at the 
door, who can give account of the matter. 
Thereupon John Parker was called in, examined 
touching the. ſame, and then withdrew ; as were 
David Parker, John Jackſon, and Mr. Hookes. 
: Ordered, that the ſaid Francis Buſhell and Ri- 
. chard Bartholomew do attend the houſe on the mor- 
row morning. 

21ſt. The houſe being informed that Francis 
. Buſhell and Richard Bartholomew attended accord- 
ing to order, they were called in and examined. 


"wa And 


who drank there as well as hinafelf, ahd that he did 


And they withdrew; and being called in again, 
Mr. Speaker acquainted them they were diſmiſſed, 
and ordered to attend the committee of privileges 
and elections. 

Dec. 1. Ordered, that the Lord Bruce and Mr. 
Bruce be at liberty to withdraw their petition. 

Nov. 18, 1707. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Nicholas Polexfen, efquire, made a com- 
miſſioner of prizes. 

Dee. 4, 170% A petition of Nicholas Polexſen 
was read; ſhewing, that on the agth of November 
laſt, the election came on for choofing a burgels 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough ; 
and the petitioner was duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned z but Mr. Tracey Pauncefort, 
by bribery and undue practices, procured himſelf to 
be returned ; and by the like practices gained a ma- 
jority af votes from the petitioner for his uncle, 
Mr; Edward Pauncefort, the better to ſecure his 
own unjuſt election, and prevent the petitioner's 
complaint to the houſe : and praying, &c. * 

Ordered to be referred to the committee to exa- 
mine, and report the matter with their opinion. 

20th. Ordered to be reported on Monday next. 

22d. Mr. Compton reported the matter concern- 
ing the ſaid election; 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 


the freeholders, and the 1e of antient 


burgagr meſſuages. 
That upon the * the Me were, 
For Mr. Tracey Pauncefort 68 
Mr. Edward Pauncefort - 29 

Oi {:2-:, hb dener 22s 
But the petitioner's counſel inſiſted; that ſeveral 
who had voted for Mr. Tracey Pauncefort had no 
right; and that all the voters for him were gained 
by bribery and corruption; and that Mr. Edwatd 
Pauncefort's voters were gained in like manner, and 
with. & ee prevent any petition. 

That as to Mr. Tracey Pauncefott's unqualified 
votes 3 it was admitted. that eiglit, viz. Bally, Batt, 
Sindall, Mundy, Collins, Anthony Collins, King 
and Sheppard, who voted for Mr. Tracey Paunce- 
fort, did live in houſes erected on new foundations; 
2 did Gilbert, who voted for Mr. Edward Paxines- 
ort. 

That as to bribery, N withelſes were calbad. 


Richard Bartholomew ſaid, he was called out of 


his bed on Sunday night the 23d of November, to 


go to Munday's, at the King's Head; and when he 


came he found many of his neighbours there; and 


it was propoſed - to ſet their hands to a writing to 


Join at the election of Mr. Tracey Pauncefort, 'and 
31. a man was offered; but ſome-infifted to have 
4 |. but it was ahſwered that 3 L. was-a pretty deal 


of money for the time this parliament was like to 


continue, and ſo 3 b a man was agreed to. That 


Captain Hall and Mr. Hall were in à room above 
ſtairs, and ſeveral who were called went up to ce 


among whom were Eatley jun. Cope and Nutley, 
who owned they received money above ſtairs, and 


that Vivaſh and . Tidcombe, who | were two of 
the bargain- makers, went up; and Simon Payning, 


who owned that he received monty for his father 


in-law, Burger; but of his own knowledge be could 
give no account of their receiving - money below 


ſtairs. 
Hle alſo faid-there were ſeveral voters below lain, 


not pay, or {ce any one eiſe pay. That the fitting 


member had lent him, and one Buſhell half a guinea 


each, and told him if he Bartholomew) would vote 
for him, it ſhould not be demanded again; but 
not voti fot bim, he had been threatned. if ke 
did not pay it. Nalder and ſeven others ſaid; they 
were ſent for on the 25th of November, between 
two and three o'clock at night, to Munday's, and 
were called up ſtairs, and a writing, was offered to 
them to ſign to chooſe Mr. Tracey Pauncefort; 
„ mention · 
ed by Bartholomew, John Long, and 2 perſon 
whoſe name they did not know ; that they received 
two guineas and ſeventeen: ſhillings in ſilver from 
the nameleſs perſon ; and when they received it, 
they ſaw a great ſum on the table divided into par- 
cels. Talmage, one of theſe eight, voted for Mr, 
Polexfen, one for Mr. Edward Pauncefort, and the 
other ſix for Mr. Tracey Pauncefort z but moſt of 
them declared they would have voted for the peti- 
tioner, if they had not had money. Bezant faid ; 
that about ſixty were called up into the room. 
one by one, but 9899 5 
for the petitioner. 

They then produced e noe under Mr. Trace 
Pauncefort's hand, a> follows : 


Nov. 6, 1707. I promiſe to pay to Mr. Buſh 
© or order, the ſum of forty-nine pounds, on de 
© mand, value received, 


y PAUNCEFORT., 


It was indorſed . John Buſhell”, he cy Rn 
was 4 leading wan in the town, and that the money 
was given him for his intereſt. ' / 

That Mr. Tracey Pauneeſort's' counſel infifted, 
chat ſeveral who voted for Mr. Polexfen had no 
right z and that Mr. Tracey cefort had an in- 
tereſt and correſpondenee in the borough, and hail 
no occaſion to make uſe of any indirect praftices ; 
and called;' 


Mr. Bird; the portreeve, who- fad | there had 


been a in the town before the election, and 
ſeveral declared they would not chuſe Mr. Po- 
lexfen ; but did intend, if Mr. Tracey Pauncefort 
had not come down, to ſend for another, and 
ralked of Mr. James Bruce. 

That Thomas Lawrence, who voted for the pe 
titioner, lived in a houſe where formerly ſtood a 
malt-houſe3 that Huntley's houſe was a new erefted 
houſe, and he a certificate man. 


was 4 ſmith's ſhop. 

That Diſney and Orchard, and Roby {nisr's 
houſes were new erecbed: W r 
tifiente man. 

That Raby Junior's was : fplit bep wet and that 
Nobert Pitfold was no inhabitant or frecholder. 

John Perry ſaid; Mr. Tracey Pauncefort had 
deen choſe at the laſt election, if he had come 
don; and the petitioner wes not known” ril the 
* 17 


— fa faid ; that Mr. Tracey Nudel 
fine me to them the faſt ſumtmer, and he had heard 
ſevetal had ſent to him to invite him to ſand, and 
a great many, when he came, went to meet him; 
hid, he believed he might ſer the nameleſs gen- 
tleman at His brother Bulheſt's, where Mr. Tracey 
Pauncefort lodged. 

Sinchall fad; he knew William Dorrdf to be an 
Een for the petitioner, und chat he defired his 
vore for the „Which he refuſing; Dortell 
ered him g l. for his vote; that after the election 


Was over, Dorrell told Hm it was ſtill in — — 
d 


te do chern n Kindneſs, ant if he worild, he 


That Canon's houſe was « dit burgage und 
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then have the 5. e 
be a witneſs againſt the fitting member. 


TOS mailed, /denjes-ho- had any” $6 


diſcourſe with Sindall ; and ſaid it was impoſſible he 
ſhould, becauſe Sindall had no vote; but Sindall 
mg wrt ger eee 
tion. 

Jokn Bartholomew ſaid; he heard Nuttley tell 
ſome people -he knew 'where to have 5 |. Nuttley 
voted for Mr. Tracey Pauncefort. | 

Mr. Tracey Pauncefort's counſel owned, that Mr. 
Tracey Pauncefort gave che note to John Buſhell, 
but he owed Buſhell gol. which he bor- 
rowed of him, and the remainder for lodging at his 
houſe. the whole the committee reſolved, 

That Tracey Paunceſort, eſquire, is not _ 
r — 


That Nicholas Polexfen, elquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs do ferve in ns parliament for this bo- 


The ſaid reſolutions being ewe read, were agreed 
to by the houſe. 211 21 

Reſolved, that it appears to the houſe that Tracey 
Paunceford, eſquire, and his agents, have been 

of notorious bribery and corruption, in rela- 
tion to the late election for this borough. 

That John Buſhell, gent. has been guilty of noto- 
rious bribery and corruption, in procuring Tracey 
Paunceford, eſquire, to be returned a b to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough. - 

Ordered, that the ſaid Tracey Paunceford, eſquire, 
be for his faid offence taken into cuſtody of the ſer- 

at arms this houſe. 

That the ſaid John Buſhell be for his ee 
taken-into 3 attending 
this houſe. 

And the return was ordered to be amandac, 

Jan. 22. A petition of John Buſhell, in -cuſtody 
of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe, for bri- 
bery, in endeavouring to get Tracey Pauncefort, 
eſquire, to be elected a'member to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that he is to have dong any thing to 
incur the diſpleaſure of the houſe, and begs pardon 
for his offence ; and praying to be diſcharged out 
of cuſtody, that he may take care of his family, 
who are but in mean circumſtances, and his longer 
confinement will-be their ruin. 


Ordered, that be be brought to the bar of the 
houſe to-merrow morning. 

23d. John Buſhell was brought to the bar, where 
he was exarnined - a perſon who was at the 
late election for this and went by the 
name of Mr. Nameleſs; and then he withdrew. 

And alſo one Captain Hall was called in and exa- 
mined ; and then withdrew. 

Ordered, that the faid Captain Hall, Edward 
Hall, F 
morrow ſev 


37ſt. The houſe 
Hall, Mr. Edward Hall and John Lang attended, 
according to order; . 

The ſaid Edward Hall and John Lon . 
verally- exarnined, touching the perſon 
the name of Mr. Nameleſs at the he can for 


inſormed that Captain 


Ordered, that Captain Hall, Mr. Edward Hall, 
and John Long, br of any further at- 
ten dance. 

Feb. 4. nns that N Pauncefort be 

to the bar this day ſev'nnight. 

- 7th. Ordered the ferjeant at arms do bring John 
Buſhell to the bar on Wedneſday next, in order to 
his diſcharge. 

11th. John Bufhell was brought to the bar, and 
reprimanded on his knees, and diſcharged. 

Tracey Pauncefort, eſquire, was, according to 
order, brought to the bar, and examined as to ſome 
matters in relation to the late election for this bo- 
rough, and remanded into cuſtody, by the houſe: 

Nov. 23, 1708. A petition of Tracey Pauncefort. 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that on the 15th of 
May laſt came on the election of burgeſſes for this 
borough for this preſent parliament ; and the peti- 
tioner, Charles Lord Bruce, Samuel Sambrook, and 
Nicholas Polexfen, eſquires, were candidates; that 
Mr. Sambrook, by bribery and other undue prac- 
tices, procured himſelf to be returned, in wrong of 
the petitioner; who was duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned in his ſtead : and praying, &c. 

Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid election be 
heard on the gth day of December next. 


Decemb. 15. Ordered leave to withdraw the ſaid | 


petition. 
OR. 25, 1722. A petition of ſeveral of the bur- 


geſſes of this borough was read; ſhewing, that at 
the election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for 
this borough; the honourable Robert Bruce, eſ- 
quire, Charles Longeville, Stephen Biſſe, John 
Hopkins, John Tyſſen, and Robert D'Oyley, ef- 
quires, were candidates; that Mr. Ambroſe Smith, 
who acted as portreeve, and pretended to be re- 
turning officer, aſſembled ſeveral burgeſſes for the 
ſaid borough to an alehouſe, where they were made 
drunk: He propoſed that a paper ſhould be ſigned 
by them to vote for two perſons unknown, ſuch as 


the Lord Bruce ſhould name, to be members for 


the ſaid borough ; and firſt ſigned that paper him- 
ſelf, and afterwards perſuaded ſeveral of the ſaid 
burgeſſes, to about eighty, to ſign to the ſame ; and 
the ſaid Mr. Smith did bribe, and gave to every one 
of the perſons, who had ſigned the paper, a hat with 
a large favour of ſcarlet ribband, to diſtinguiſh 
them to be of that number; and offered the like 
to other electors, if they would ſign; that the ſaid 
Mr. Smith admitted ſeveral perſons to vote that had 
no right; that by theſe, and many other illegal 
practices, he returned the ſaid Mr. Bruce and Mr. 
Long : and praying, &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report it with their opinion. 


B EREAIL ST ON. 


HIS borough is ſituated in the county of 
Devon. It is a very ſmall place, and never 
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returned members to parliament till the 27th of-. Willis, 


Queen Elizabeth, when it was ſummoned ſo to do. * 
The memoirs relating to its elections I have met 
with are theſe following. 

April 28, 1640. Mr. Jones reported from the 
committee of privileges, that Mr. Stroud, Mr. 
Harding, and Sir Amias Meredith, were all re- 
turned for this borough. — The 16th of March, up- 
on true notice to the inhabitants, 26 appeared. At 
that time Mr. Stroud, Mr. Slainy, and Mr. Wilde, 


were competitors, and the election was ſo far made 


at 


p. 376. 


r . 
— — 1 
* 


® Query 


Portreeve. 


* Query 


De  Borouph of BER , S T\guNot\ 


at that time, that Mr. Stroud ſhould be a burgeſs 
for that town, if either Mr. Slainy or Mr. Wilde 
were made knights of the ſhire for the counties of 
Devonſhire or Cornwall. — Adjourned again to the 
27th of March. Then cometh other two competi-' 
tors with Mr. Stroud, Sir Amias Meredith, and Mr. 

Harris, who had 17 voices, Sir Amias Meredith 
had 12 voices, and Mr. Stroud had but 6. This 
is the fact of the caſe : but in the diſpoſition of it 
by proof, the point falls out to be Whether there 
was a clear election of Mr. Stroud the firſt day. 
2. Whether with a condition. 3. Whether, though 
with but ſix voices at the laſt election, it ſhall avoid 
the firſt election. In debate of this caſe they all 
agreed, that if in caſe he was elected the firſt day, 
upon condition, it was good de facto, for Mr. Wiſe 
was made knight of the ſhire. A great part were 
of opinion, that a condition to an election was void; 
for by the laws of this realm they conceive, that 
elections ought to be free, and to have a condition 
precedent, or ſubſequent to an election, was againſt 
law : but theſe diſputes were at laſt ſet out of doors, 
and they found the election was abſolutely clear for 
Mr. Stroud the firſt day, and no condition at all. 
Mr. Wiſe and Mr. Slainy, both before and after the 
election, made a declaration, that if either of them 
were knights of the ſhire, Mr. Stroud ſhall have the 
firſt place as a burgeſs. They conceived the electi- 
on was clear, and upon the queſtion voted, that 
Mr. Stroud was clearly elected. 

There was an exception taken, becauſe he was 
de falo choſen a ſecond time. If the firſt election 
was Clear, the ſecond concludes him not. They 
objected, that his indentures were laſt returned, 


Priority in the return of indentures worketh no 


diſadvantage to him that comes laſt. It was voted, 
that the firſt election was good, and without any 
condition; and Mr, Harris ſworn without a. 
tion. 

It is ordered, that Mr. Stroud ſhall be admitted 


to come into the houſe, according to _ report of 


his due election; and declared, 

That no conditional election ought to he allowed. | 

Dec. 8, 1641. Reſolved, that Sir Hugh Pollard 

ſhall be accuſed of miſpriſion of treaſn. 
Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that Sir Hugh Pol: 


| lard ſhall continue no longer a member of this houſe; 


but a warrant ſhall iſſue forthwith under Mr, Speaker's 
hand, for a writ for a new election of a burgeſs to ſerve 
in this parliament, in the ſtead of Sir Hugh Nena 
for this. borough. _ 

April 27, 1660. Mr. Turter Led fro: the 
committee of privileges and elections, upon the 
double return tor this borough, that George How- 
ard, and John Maynard, eſquires, are returned by 
the mayor *, under the common ſeal ; and John 
Maynard, and Sir Francis Drake, by the freemen ; 
and the opinion of the committee, that George 
Howard, and John Maynard, eſquires, ought to 
| fit in the houſe, until the merits of the election 
de determined: which was agreed to by the hoyſe. 

May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported, in 
regard to the double returns for this borough, that 
Sir: John Maynard, knight, ferjeant at law, and 
George Howard, eſquire, are returned by one in- 
denture byi che mayor / and Sir John Maynard, 


Portreeve. and Eliſeus Crymes, in another indenture, by the 


burgeſſes; and the opinion of the committe is, ghat 
Serjeant Maynard; ; and Mr. Howard, do ſit in the 
Houſe, until the eauſe touching: che ſaid — 
dctermised: with which the houſe. agreed. 


Jan. 20, 1661, Serjeant Charleton made oer 


from the committee of privileges and elections, 
touching the election for this borough; that one 
Elize Crymes, having petitiqhed ugainſt 
of Mr. Howard, returned a burgeſs for the ſaid bo- 
Per ap ů ů ů ů ů ů — — 
ſeveral days were appointed for the hearing ; and 

the opinion of the committee, that his the ſaid Mr. 
Howard's election temains unqueſtionable, and that 
the petition nn 
with which the houſe agreed. 

Oct. 12, 1665. ee aner 
writ for cleting a burgeſs: far this borough, in the 
room of Colonel Arundel, called to the houſe of 
peers : but there was no election returned this ſeſſi- 
on, which ended on the 3iſt of October follow- 
ing; and the houſe did not ſit again to do buſi- 
neis, until the 18th of September, 1666; and the 
return 2 22 
ber following. For, 

Oct. 22, 1666. Ordered, that Andrew Barry, 
eſquire, under ſheriff for the county of Devan, be 
taken into cuſtody of the ſetjeant at arrhs, or his 
deputy, for his abuſe in refuſing to make return of 
the writ iſſued for clecing a new member. to: jerve 
for this borough. | 

April 19, 1689. A cow-wilt andere far wheckeo- 
tion of a burgeſs for this borough, in the'room of 
Sir John Holt, knight, mene of 


that England, 


Jan. 10, 1715. Ordered a warrant for © new writ 
for electing a burgeſs for this burgh, in the room 


jeſty's counſel learned in the ax. 
Nov. 25, 1717, Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs for this-town, in the rootn of 


Horatio Walpole, eſquire, made auditor of dhe 
plantations. 


April 14, 1721, Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this town, in the 
room of Edward Carteret, eſquire, made portwaiter 
May 11, 1721. A petition of ſeveral of the free 
burgeſſes of this borough was read; ſhewing,; that 


the right of election for repreſentatives w ſerve in 


parliament for this borough, is in the free burgeſſes, 
or freehold tenants. of burgage lands, paying "= 
yearly antient rent to the lord of the borough/; and 
at the laſt election for the ſaid borough, Philip 
Cavendiſh, eſquire, and. St. John Brodrick, were 
candidates; and the ſaid St. John Brodrick was duly 
elected a burgeſs by a majority of lawful electors; 
notwithſtanding which, Edward Eliot, eſquire, one 
of the commiſſioners of the gxciſe, introduced him- 
{lf into the office of portreeve of the ſaid botough, 
and did thereby, with a deſign to ſubvert the anti- 
ent method of election, refuſe to admit the votes 
of ſeveral of the petitioners, and other legal voters, 
who tendered; their votes for the ſaid St. John ro- 
drick, and polled ſeveral others, Who had no right 
to vote, for the ſaid Philip Cavendiſh,” and did re- 
turn him, meme. -his 
office: and praying, &c. x 

It was moved to be referred to the comin of 


the election Sic orie 


2. 


os 8 


ur- 
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Tueſ ay the 6th day of June next, with the pre- 
apt Mel by him to the portreeve of this bo- 
rough, for the election of a burgeſs for the ſaid 
ſame 2; 8 


June 6, The houſe, according to order, proceeded 
to hear the merits of the faid petition ;' and the 
counſel for the petitioners, and for the ſitting mem- 
ber, were called in; and the petition was read, and 
ſeveral witneſſes were examined touching the right 
of election; and ſeveral returns of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in former parliaments for the ſaid borough were 
produced and read, and then the counſel and wit- 
neſſes withdrew. 3 
- Reſolved, nem. con. that the right of election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 
borough, is in freehold tenants of the ſaid borough, 
holding by burgage tenure, and paying 3 d. per 
annum, or more antient burgage rent to the lord of 
the ſaid borough z; and in them only. 

Then the counſel were called in again, and Mr. 
Speaker acquainted them with the ſaid reſolution. 
Then a copy of the poll was delivered. 

And the petitioners counſel proceeded to offer 
evidence, -in order to qualify ſome perſons who 
offered to vote for St. John Broderick, eſquire, but 
were refuſed by the portreeve. The counſel were 
directed to withdraw. 

And the ſitting member acquainted the houſe, 
that the right of election being adjudged to be in 


the freehold tenants only, he was ſatisfied he could 


not maintain a majority, and therefore would not 
give the houſe any farther trouble; and he being 
withdrawn, it was e | 

Reſolved, that Philip Cavendiſh, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. | 

That St. John Broderick, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. ' 

The houſe being acquainted that an indenture 
of return, ſigned by the frechold tenants of the 
ſaid borough, had been tendered to the portreeve 
of the ſaid borough, at the time of the election, 
but that he refuſed to accept the ſame ; and that 
-one of the perſons, who had ſigned and tendered 
the ſaid indenture to the portreeve, was at the 
door : 55 | 

Mr. Elford was called in, who acquainted the 
Houſe, that after the election for the ſaid borough 
was over, the electors ſigned and ſealed a return 
by the freehold tenants of the ſaid borough, which 
he tendered to the portreeve to be refurned 'to the 
ſheriff of the county, but the ſaid portreeve refuſed 
to execute the ſame z which indenture he delivered 
in to the clerk of the houſe, and the ſame was read 
at the table, t | 

And the clerk of the Crown attending the houſe 
in his place, according to order, with the return 
for the borough ; | | = 
Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do take 
off from the writ the indenture, by which Philip 


Cavendiſh, eſquire, is returned to ſerve for the ſaid 
borough. |: ; | 


Ordered, that the portreeve of the ſaid borough 
do execute the indenture of return ſigned by the 
freehold tenants of the ſaid borough, which was 
tendered to him at the time of the election; and 
that when: the faid indenture is ſo executed, the 
Clerk of the Crown to receive the ſame, and annex it 
to the writ directing the ſaid election. 
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The Borough of BEE ALST 


ON-and County of BERKS. 


BERKSHIRE. 


HIS county was joined in the ſame writ with 
1 Oxon, and hath (I apprehend) returned 
knights of the ſhire to parliament from the time 
of the firſt ſummons of that ſort in 22 Edw. I. 
Mr. Prynn dates the firſt writ the 28th of Edward 
the firſt ; the return of which was in theſe words: 


Et quia com. Berks eſt in balliva mea, licet perambu- B. p. R. 
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latio in eodem fatia fuit et obſervata, pro eo qucd 15 1. 


in iſto brevi continetur, quod colloquium in parlia- 
mento tractandum erit ſuper aliis negotiis præfactum 
regem tenentibus. Ideo gratis eligerunt duos milites 
quorum nomina fi contingat aliquid de eis fieri ſunt hæc 
Jobannes Hues et Rogerus de Burghfield. And his liſt 
begins in the goth of that King. The memoirs 
concerning the elections I have met with, here 
follow. 

ORober 21, 1678. A petition of Henry Alexan- 
der, Earl of Stirling, in the kingdom of Scotland ; 
complaining of an undue practice in the ſheritf of 
Berkſhire, in returning William Barker, eſquire, 
together with the petitioner, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, as knight of the ſhire for the ſaid 
county, in injury of the petitioner ; who, as he al- 
ledges, was duly elected, and ought to have been 
ſingly returned. Alſo, a petition of William 
Barker, eſquire; complaining in like manner of the 
return of the ſaid Earl of Stirling. | 

Ordered, they be referred to the conſidera- 
tion of the committee of privileges and elections 
to examine, and report the matter with their opinion. 

The parliament ſoon after was diſſolved, and this 
petition doth not appear to be heard. 

May 23, 1685. A petition of the Lord Stirling, 

complaining of the undue election and return of 
Richard Southby, eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, as knight of the ſhire for this county, 
in injury of the petitioner, who was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned, was read. 
" Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter with their opinion. There is no report ap- 
pears upon this petition, 

March 24, 1689. A petition of Richard Neville, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner, 
and Sir Henry Winchcombe, were duly elected to 
be knights of the ſhire for this courity, by the 
majority of duly qualified freeholders ; but the 
ſheriff, in prejudice to the petitioner, hath returned 
the ſaid Sir Henry Winchcombe, ard Sir Hum- 
phrey Foſter, baronets, knights for the ſaid ſhire : 
praying the conſideration of the houſe, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections to examine, and report the mat- 
ter with their opinion, | 

April 2, 1690. A petition, on behalf of the major 
part of the freeholders of this county, was read; ſet- 
ting forth, that the right honourable Montague 
Lord Norris, and Sir Humphrey Foſter, were, on 
the 24th of February laſt, fairly elected knights 
for the ſaid county, by the majority of legal qua- 
lified freeholders; yet the ſheriff hath returned Sir 
Henry Winchcombe, inſtead of the ſaid Lord Nor- 
ris, in wrong to the petitioner : and praying con- 
ſideration. 

Ordered to be referred in like manner. 
October 6. Mr. Neville renewed his petition, 


and it was referred as before. 


gth. The freeholders renewed their petition, and 
it was alſo referred in like manner, 


N Dec. 
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The Borough of BERWICK upon Tweed. 


Dec. 22. Mr. Gray reported, that upon the 
petition of the frecholders againſt the return 
of Sir Henry Winchcombe, to ſerve for this county, 
no perſon appearing to make good the ſaid peti- 
tion, the committee reſolved ; 

1. That the ſaid petition be rejected. 

Upon the petition of Mr. Neville, complaining 
of the election and return of Sir Humphrey Foſter, 
to ſerve for this county, they had examined the 
matter, and it appeared upon the poll there were, 

For Sir Humphrey Forſter 822, 

For the petitioner 793. 
But chat the petitioner inſiſted, there were nine of his 
votes, who were not ſet down in the poll; and five 
who are ſet down for Sir Humphrey Forſter, were not 
preſent ; and 27 were no freeholders. 

That the committee heard the evidence as a 
the two firſt exceptions ; but as to the 27, as 
freeholders ; it being proved, all who polled had 
ſworn themſelves to be freeholders ; and they not be- 
ing preſent, the committee reſolved, 

2. That the committee will not admit of a verbal 
averment againſt an oath given by the ſheriff to 
ſuch freeholders, they not being preſent. 

And that the ſaid 27 being allowed to the ſitting 
member, he had a majority of voices; whereupon the 
committee reſolved ; 

3. Thar Sir Humphrey Forſter is duly elected a 
knight of the ſhire for this county, 

The firſt reſolution, mentioned in this report, in 
regard to the petition againſt Sir Henry Winch- 
combe, was agreed to by the houfe. 

The ſecond reſolution (in regard to the verbal 
averment againſt the freeholders oath) was read 3 
ſecond time, and poſtponed. 

The third reſolution, in regard to Sir Humphrey 
Forſter's election, was agreed to by the houſe. 

OR. 24, 1722. A petition of Henry Grey, eſ- 


quire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the eleftion of 


knights of this ſhire, to ſerve in parliament for this 
county, the petitioner, Sir John Stonehouſe, baro- 
net, and Robert Packer, eſquire, were candidates ; 
the ſaid Sir John Stonehouſe, and. Robert Packer, 
dy bribery, and other indirect practices, did prevail 
upon many people, who haye no freehold in the 
faid county, to ſwear themſelves freeholders; where- 
by they obtained a majority upon the poll ; that the 
under ſheriff was in a riotous manner down, 
and trampled upon, -in the execution of his office : 
and praying, &c. 

And the ſaid petition was, n 
houſe, withdrawn. 


BERWICK upon. Tweed, 
HIS borough being taken from the Scots the 


24th of King Edward the firſt, has belong- 


ed to England ever fince ; and was incorporated 
charter —_ I, which was confirmed by act 
parliament, The firſt return of burgeſſes to parlia- 
ment was in the time of King Henry the cighth, 
The memoirs of its right of election are as, tale 


low, 
Nec. 7, 1640. It appears N 1 there was 
Ordered, that the election of Sir Edward Oſborn, 


a conteſt ; but all that is in 


aldermen and bailiff, on beha}f of themſelves, and 
the major part of the burgeſſes of the town of Ber- 
wick upon Tweed. 

Ordered, that the mayor do, at his peril, make his 
return of the election by Saturday-next-come-ſev'n- 


* 7. A petition of Thomas Grey, efquire, way 

Ordered, this petition be referred to the commit- 
tee of elections; to take the ſame into their conſide- 
ration, at their next fitting; and to ſummon and 
hear the parties concerned; and to examine the 
matter of fact; and report the fame with their opi- 
nion. 

Toth. Ordered, that the cauſe touching the elec- 
tion for this borough be put off till the ſecond 
Tueſday of the next meeting of the houſe after the 
receſs : and the ſame to be then heard before the 
committee of elections: and the mayor of Berwick, 
and the witneſſes, are then to attend: and the for- 
mer order made by the committee is diſcharged. 

Oct. 20, 1665. A petition of Mr. Grey penewed 
and referred in like manner as before. 

Oct. 4, 1666. Sir Job Charleton reported, the 
committee doubted whether they could r ye 
receive Mr. Grey's petition. 

Ordered to be received. 

Nov. 22, Mr. Serjeant Charleton reported, that the 

committee had taken into conſideration the cauſe 
between Mr. Gray and Mr. Collingwood, touching 
the election for this borough ; and having examin- 
ed witneſſes on both ſides, the committee was of 
opinion, that Mr. Collingwood had a majority of 
voices, was duly elected, and ought to ſit; to which 
the houſe agreed. 
March 16, 1676. A petition of John Ryſhworth, 
efquire, complaining of the election of the Lord 
Viſcount Dunblain, to ſerve as burgelſs for this bo- 
rough, in wrong of the petitioner, who was duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned, was read : 
and referred to the committee of privileges and elec- 
dann 30. ni, the matter, and Feport with their 
opinion. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Daniel Colling- 
wood, eſquire, was read; complaining of che re- 
turn of Ralph Gray, eſquire, to ſerye in this parlia- 
ment for this borough, in injury of. the petitioner, 
who was Guly clefted, and ought to have been re- 
turned. 

RKeſolved. that is de mid en the commintrs. of 


Nov. 28, 3695- A petition of Six Francis Blake, 
Knight, was preſented and read; ſetting forth, that 
at the election of burgeſſes for this borough, Ralph 
Grey, eſquire, the petitioner, and Samuel Ogle, 


were duly qualified to vote; byt the mayor of the 
aid town, who is brother - in- law to Mr. Ogle, bath 
S Grey, when he nught 
to have returned the petitioner _ _— to 


for one of the burgeſſes for Berwick, is void ; and mite: 


ag a warrant iſſue forth, under Mr. Speaker's hand, 
ra new writ, to elect another burgels to ſerve for 
that town. . 

Jan. 19, 1664. A petition of Thomas Gray, ef- 
fr» was read; alſo a petition of divers of = 


Monday next. -- 
gth. Colon Granville 
of election is in the freemen 
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On the poll for Mr. Ogle 106, 

| for the petitioner 10g. 
The petitioner objected to four, as being made 

free after the teſte of the writ. | 

The writ was tefted the 12th of Oftober, and they 
were made free on the 18th of October: but it ap- 
peared by the cuſtom of the borough, there are four 
quarter guilds, and they are commonly adjourned 
for a fortnight; that there was a quarter guild on 
the 4th of October, and adjourned to the 18th, 


many years a right to demand their freedom ; and 
one had a right for many years, being eldeſt ſon 
of a freeman, and 40 years of age; and it was ad- 
mitted they were excepted to at the poll. 

The petitioner produced the report, 28 Novem- 
ber, 3 Will. on the eleftion for Dartmouth, when 
Mr. Hern petitioned againſt Mr. Booth; and 25 
freemen, not legally made, were diſallowed : alſo, 
the report on a petition for the city of York, be- 
tween the two Meſſieurs Thompſons, where 22 free- 
men were diſallowed, being made after the teſte of 
the writ. ; 


of Cheſter, 2d of December, 1691 ; by which it 
ſeemed to be allowed, that ſuch as were qualified ro 
demand their freedoms before the teſte, and were 
made after, had a right to vote: alſo another re- 
port, 8th of December, 3 Gul. and Mar. for Lud- 
low; where it ſeemed, the committee and houſe 
were of the ſame opinion. The petitioner alſo ex- 
cepted to three other of Mr. Ogle's vorers, for 
that, though they had a ticket given them for free- 
men, they had not been ſworn: but it appeared 
they had been put in the roll, and were always call- 
ed over; and all in the roll were deemed legal 
— | M ! 

The committee reſolved, 

That Samuel Ogle, eſquire, is duly elected; to 
which the houſe agreed. 

Feb. 15, 1722. The houſe, according to order, 
reſumed the furthey conſideration of the report from 
the committee, appointed to enquire into the pro- 
jet, commonly called the Hamburgh lottery, and 
all ather foreign lotteries now carrying on in the 
city of London ; and Mr. George Redpath was 
called in and examined, and then he withdrew ; and 
the Lord Viſcount Barrington was heard in his place, 
and then he withdrew. | 

Reſolved, zem. con. that it appears to this houſe 
that John Lord Viſcount Barrington, in the king- 
dom of Ireland (a member of this houſe) has been 
notoriouſly guilty of promoting, abetting, and car- 
rying on the fraudulent undertaking, called the 
Hamburgh lottery. - ut Ne 

Reſolved, zem.. cox. that the ſaid John Lord Viſ- 
count Barrington be, for his ſaid offence, expelled 

27th. Ordered. a warrant for a new writ for elect- 
ing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
the ſaid tawn, in the room of John Lord Viſcount 
Barrington, in the kingdom of Ireland, led 
N kingdo expel 


BEVERLEY. 


| HIS borough is ſituated in the county. of 
ll. 1 York, and ſent burgeſſes to all King Edward 
917. the. firſt's parliaments. It had three ſummons in 
— Edward the ſecond time, but made no returns; nor 
1749, 69 from thence to Queen Elizabeth's time; and in the 


fixth year of that reign it was reſtored, There ap- 
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matter with their opinion. 
when theſe were made free. It appeared, they had 


For the other ſide, was read a report for the city 
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pear no conteſts upon the elections for this borough, 


till the reign of King James the ſecond ; of which, 
and thoſe ſubſequent thereto, I meet with the me- 
moirs following. 

June 1, 1685. A petition of Sir John Hotham, 
baronet, was preſented and read, touching the elec- 
tion for this borough. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
Never heard. 

Feb. 14, 1722. A petition of Elerker Bradſhaw, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that a writ having 
iſſued for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, in the room of Sir 
Charles Hotham, baronet, deceaſed, the ſaid electi- 
on came on the 3 iſt of January laſt ; and the peti- 
tioner was candidate at the ſaid election; and Sir 
Charles Hotham, baronet, ſon of the ſaid Sir Charles 
Hotham, deceaſed, offered himſelf candidate at the 
ſaid election; although the ſaid Sir Charles was not 
a burgeſs for the corporation of Beverley, by the 
charter of the ſaid corporation; as alſo the above- 
faid writ requiring a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament 
ſo to be. That at the ſaid election ſeveral threats, 
treats, and other unwarrantable practices were made 
uſe of, for, and on the behalf ot the ſaid Sir Charles 
Hotham, in order to procure him to be elected, and 
returned in the room of his ſaid father; and he is 
returned accordingly, in the room and prejudice of 
the petitioner, who was duly elected a repreſenta- 
tive of this borough : and praying, &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
mattter with their opinion, 


BEWDLEY. 


HIS borough is ſituate within the county 
of Worceſter, and Dr. Willis writes, Mr. Willis's 
Prynn has fet it down to have antiently ſent a re- rr p 
preſentative to parliament z; but there he was miſ- es 
taken. | 
Mr. Bohun writes alſo, that it returned two mem- Bobun, 
bers in the 26th of Edward the firſt, and quotes?” 45: 
Prynn's Brevia Parliamentaria Rediviva, As to the 
former, I cannot find any grounds for the aſſerti- 
on; as to the latter, it is a miſtake, for Mr. Prynn Sy P. R. 
writes it was a late borough.— It was incorporated = yo 
in the 12th of Edward the fourth; and had greater Ed. IV. 
privileges granted in the 22d of Henry the ſeventh 3 
and in the firſt of Henry the eighth had another Cart. iſt 
charter, affirming its privileges, reciting them by H. VIII. 
inſpeximus. | 
In the third of King James the firſt, they were in- Cart. it 
corporated by the name of bailiff and burgeſſes ; Jac. I. 
and therein is a grant of ſending one member to 
parliament (which it recites had been for ſome time 
before diſcontinued) and appoints. the bailiff, and 
burgeſſes, whether inhabitants or not, to be the 
electors. There have been ſince ſome alteration in 
the conſtitution; in King Charles the ſecond, King 35 Car. II. 
James the ſecond, and Queen Anne's reigns, which 1 77 
occaſioned ſome diſputes in the houſe of commons, Anna. 
as will appear by the following memoirs. 
April 16, 1640. The firſt I meet with is an order 
in the Journals; whereby I find, a petition had been 
prefented, or by ſome other means, the matter of 
the election came before the houſe, and it was. or- 
dered to be proceeded on in order as figured; and 
this was marked 1. 
In the year 1662, Sir Ralph Clare petitioned 
againſt 
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againſt the election of Sir Henry Herbert; and it 


was referred to the committee of privileges. 


April 28, 1662. Report was made by ſerjeant 


Charleton, that the queſtion aroſe on the words of 


the charter of 3 Jac. reciting the former charters 
of the ſaid town, which was incorporated by the 
name of the bailiff and burgeſſes of Bewdley; 
which burgeſſes firſt to be choſen were confined to 
the number of 12, and they impowered to chooſe 
other burgeſſes; and the ſaid MP of the bo- 
rough to elect, and ſend a burgeſs to ſerve in par- 
liament. And the queſtion being, whether the old 
burgeſſes, before the charter 3 Jac. or only the 
burgeſſes appointed by that charter, had voices to 
elect for parliament, not being ſworn burgeſſes of 
the ſaid corporation; the committee were of opi- 
nion, that the new burgeſſes appointed by the ſaid 
charter only, excluſive of all others, as aforeſaid, 
had right to elect; and Sir Henry Herbert had the 
majority of voices of the ſaid ſworn burgeſſes, and 
was elected; with which the houſe agreed. 

Jan. 15, 1673. A petition of Henry Herbert, 
eſquire; complaining of an undue return made by 
the bailiff of this borough, to ſerve for the ſaid 
borough, in prejudice of the . petitioner, who was 
duly elected for that place, and ought to have been 
returned. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges to examine the matter, and report the 
ſame with their opinion. 

March 10, 1676. Sir Thomas Meers reported the 
ſtate of the caſe, and evidence therein, between 
Mr. Foley and Mr. Herbert; and that the chief 
matter was bribery (on which the committee 
grounded their opinion) by Mr. Foley, to procure 
the votes of the electors; on which the committee 
had . reſolved, 

That Mr. Foley is not duly elected to ſerve in this 
Preſent parliament for this borough ; 

That Mr. Herbert is duly elected to ſerve in this 


preſent parliament for this borough : which was 
agreed unto by the houſe, and ordered the return to 


be amended. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Henry Herbert Z 
complaining of an undue return of Philip F oley, 
eſquire, to ſerve in parliament for this borough, in 
prejudice of the petitioner. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges to examine the matter, and report it with 
their opinion. 

April 14, 1679. Ordered, the matter 38 
the election for this borough, be heard at the com- 
mittee on Wedneſday next in the afternoon, if the 
houſe ſhall then ſit; but if the committee ſhall not 
then ſit, that then this election be heard on the firſt 
Friday after Eaſter week. 

May 27. Sir John Trevor reported the ſtate 
of the caſe; and the main queſtion was, whether all 
the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot in the ſaid bo- 


rough, or only the capital and particular burgeſſes of 


the ſaid borough, who had right to vote in election . 


members to ſerve in parliament for this 


and that the committee had examined the charter of 
the ſaid borough 3 Jac. whereby the faid borough 
was incorporated, and divers returns of members of 


_ parliament for this borough ; and thereupon had 


reſolved, 

That all the inhabitants of this borough have not 
"right to vote in elections of members to ſerve, in 
Parliament for this borough ; 

That Mr. Philip Foley is duly clefted to fa in 
this preſent parliament for this borough: which, on 
a diviton, was agreed to by the houſe. 7 


4 


dates; and there were twelve, including himſelf, 


were called over with the reſt, and voted for the 


Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of Henry Herbert, ef. 
quire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
the petitioner, and Salway Winnington, es no 
declared themſelves to be the candidates; and the 
majority of legal electors declared themſelves for the 
petitioner, and demanded a poll; but the bailiff of 
the ſaid borough, at the inſtigation of Henry Toy, 
the town clerk, refuſed to take notice of the peti- 
tioner to be a candidate; and did alſo refuſe to take 
the votes of the ſaid electors, who tendered their 
votes for the petitioner z but hath returned Mr. 
Winnington, in prejudice of the rights of the elec- 
tors and the petitioner : and-praying, &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 

it with their opinion. 

Feb. 16. Ordered, that the ſaid committee be 
directed to hear the matter, touching the ſaid elec- 
tion, on Tueſday next in the afternoon. 

21ſt. Ordered the report to be received on Satur- 
day next. 

24th, Mr. Compton reported the matter, viz. 
that the right of election was agreed to be in the 
bailiff and burgeſſes ; and the ſingle queſtion was, 
who had the majority of voices on the poll; and 
that depended in a great meaſure upon two facts: 
firſt, whether Mr, Soley, the recorder, was a candi- 
date at the ſaid election; and in the next place, 
whether two of the dean did vote for Mr. Soley ; 
and upon theſe points ſeveral perſons were examined, 
on both ſides, by the counſel. 

Firſt, for the petitioner, was called William Jones, 
who produced a copy of the poll, which, he faid, he 
received, the day after the election, of Mr. Toy the 
town clerk, in the preſence of the bailiff, which was 
ſubſcribed by Mr. Toy : in which copy, Mr. Win- 
nington and Mr. Soley' were down as candi- 
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under Mr. Winnington's name, but none put down 
to Mr. Soley. 

Mr. Soley, Sir Thomas Coke Winford, and others, 
ſaid ; they were at the election on the 11th of May, 
and after the precept was read; the town clerk aſk. 
ing if any -perſon oppoſed Mr. Winnington, Mr. 
Herbert ſaid, Hedid”; whereupon Mr. Toy told him 
he was no burgeſs, and could not ſtand; Mr. Soley, 
the recorder, differed in opinion with him, and told 
him the practice was otherwiſe. — Then Mr: Toy 
read the clauſe in the charter, relating to-the elec- 
tion of a burgeſs to parliament, and aſked Mr. 
Soley if he had a mind to forfeit the charter ; and 
Mr. Toy inſiſting on Mr. Herbert's incapacity to be 
a candidate, and telling Mr. Soley he might be ſo; 
Mr. Soley ſaid, he 1 be ſo, rather than be 
tricked out of the election; and then Mr. James, 
and Mr. Weaver ſaid, if Mr. Herbert could not be 
a candidate, they would be for Mr. Soley: ; bur 
they took it, rather by way of private converſation, 
than of polling. That Mr. Soley afterwards pub- 
lickly declared he was not a candidate, and then 
they proceeded to take the poll, the bailiff polling 
firſt; whereas, the cuſtom of the place has been for 
the town clerk to call over the votes in order, begin- 

ning with the junior, and ſo concluding with the 
bailiff. The names of Mr. James and Mr. Weaver 
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petitioner; and no other exception was made to 
the other burgeſſes, who voted for him. That 
the town clerk took the poll by the bailiff*s order; 
but he refuſing to put down the names of ſuch who 
voted for the petitioner, Mr. Soley wrote them 

| down, 


dun imongft the reft, the mes of Mr. James 
Gown, and non and after the indenture of return 
was ſigned,” and the bailiff gone out of court. he 
called them over, being 13 in, numbet, and aſked, 
who they had voted for; and they all declared, they 
voted for Mr. Herbert: and the town-cletk, when 
the poll was over, declared, there were 11 for r Mr. 
Winnington, beſides Rimſelf, and none for Mr. 


Soley, or any body 
Mr 


In anfwer to this, 
called Mr. Caldwell, ant four others ; ; who ſaid, 
thar they were þ ent at the eledtion ; and the pre 
cept being and Mr. Toy aſked if any perſon 
. —— Mr. = rg Mr. Herbert anſwered, 
de did: to which Mr. Toy replied, he being no 
burgeſs, he preſumed he, was rot qualified to de- 
mand a polf ; upon that, Mr. Soley, the recorder, 
demanded a poll for Mr. Hetbert. The bailiff 
then voted' far Mr. Winnington; and one Mr. Beſt 
offering to vote for Mr. Herbert, the Baikff chen 
aſked the recorder, what rule he ought Y go of 
and the recorder told him, according to pre- 
cept and charter. After reading them, Mr. Soley 
went down into court, and talked with ſome. of his 
friends, and came back and declared himſelf a can- 
didate ; and Mr. Toy thereupoti ſet his name down, 
and declared the conteſt was between Mr. Winning- 
ton and Mr. Soley ; and aſked who polled for Mr. 
Soley ; and 2 Mr. James ſaid, I hope all 
cc < thoſ to vote for Mr. kleber. will 
elt lr Soley, fc * for now he ſtands:“ and turning 
5 ſaid, © for my part I give mine for Mr. 
* Sole: and Mr. Weaver ntly after ſaid, then 
& I vote for Mr. Sole fer theſe two had given 
their votes for Mr . Mr. Beſt and Mr. Slade de- 
ſired to be heard, and aſked Mr. Herbert if he deſiſt- 
ed, who replied, he did riot.  Thereupon, Mr. Soley 
whiſpered again, and came back, and declared he 
did not ſtand; but Mr. Toy told him, it was too 
late to ſay chat, for two had polled for him; and 
ſo the poll went on for Mr. Herbert and Mr. Win- 
nington; and after the poll was ended, the town» 
clerk declared, that there were 12 for Mr. Win 
ningtan, 11 for Mr. Herbert, and two for Mr. 
Soley ; with this expreſſion, which they particularly 
took notice of; that Mr. Toy ſaid, it was very hard, 
that the recorder ſhould have but two votes. Upon 
this, the conmittet reſolved, 

That Salway Winnington, eſquire, is duly elected 
4 burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for this bo- 
rough: whereto, upon its being twice read, the houſe 


Nov. 20 1708. A petition of SalwayWinningtori, 
elquire, was read ſhewing, the petitioner was duly 
choſen a Burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- n 
Bete fob dir borgagb, uf ung egal y re- 
turned by che bailiff of che ſaid' borough, to tlie 
Merit of the county; but the ſheriff Hach un juſtly 
returned the honourable Henry Herbert, Sabi, i in 


ce of the petitionet*s right: and praying relief. 


kane? at the bar of the houſe, on Saturday, the 
24d day of January next. 

A Petition of John Rock, bailiff; Thomas Smith, 
juſticez Philip Foley, acquire 3 Richard Foley, 
eſquire; Henry Toy; Thomas Barlton ; Thomas 
Walker ; Bonham Caldwell; Samuel Hackluit ; ; 
Willliatis Grove, and Raget Dawkes, burgeſſes of 
this bordugh ; ſhewing, that the right of election 
of a burgels, "to ſerve in Parliament, is in the bailiff 
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that the merits of the ſaid election be x 


and by urgeſſes; and the return of ſuch butgeſs doth 
of right jit belong to the bailiff; and the petitioner 
Smith was duly, choſen bailiff on the 24th of Sep- 
tember 1507 for the year enſuing, and did execute 
the; ſaid office; but, about the 8th of May laſt, 
one Samuel Slade took upon him to act as bailiff 
of the ſaid borough, under colour of a charter dated 
the 2oth of April laſt, whereby the ſaid Slade 
was-nominated bailiff; and twelve other capital bur- 
geſſes, with power to elect other burgeſſes, and 
thereby the petitioner's rights, privileges, and fran- 
chiles, are given to Slade and the other twelve bur- 
geſſes ; that on the 12th of May laſt, the petitioner 
Smith did fummon the burgeſſes to meet at the 
Guild-FTall of the ſaid borough, in order to conſi- 
der of the ſaid charter, where the ſame was pro- 
duced by one Samuel Hunt (as town- clerk by the 
charter) and read, and. the names of all the bur- 
geſſes of the corporation being called over, the 
Tn part did abſolutely refuſe to. accept of the 

id' charter. That Slade prevailed with Thomas 

Perrot, eſquire, high ſheriff of the ſaid county, to 
direct his precept for electing a Burgeſs to ſerve in 
this parliament, for this borough, to him; although 
Smith had before acquainted Perrot that he was 
bailiff. That Smith demanded the precept of Slade, 
but he refuſed' to give it him ; whereupon. Smith 
did upon the 7th of May laſt make proclamation, 
that he would proceed upon the 12th of May to 
the eleftibn of a burgeſs to parliament ;z and then 
the part of the burgeſſes, being aſſembled, 
did unanimouſly ele& Salway Winnington, eſquire ; 
and Smitk made a return of him to the ſaid'Perrot, 
who received the ſame; but hath ſince returned 
the honourable Henry Herbert, eſquire, although 
Ke was not duly elected: and praying, &c. 

Ordered, the merits of the ſaid petition be heard, 
at the bar of the houſe, on Saturday the 22d day 
of January 

Feb. 7. Ordered, that the clerk of the crown do 
attend this houſe to-morrow morning, with the re- 
turn of the honourable Henry Herbert, eſquire, a 
burgefs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough, and with the ſheriff's precept thereto an- 
nexed. 

Reſblved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to 
her majeſty, that ſhe will be pleaſed to give direc- 
tions to the proper officers, that the ſeveral papers, 
relating to the charter for this borough, may be 
laid before the houſe. 

gch. The houſe proceeded to the hearing the merits 
of this election, and the counſel on both ſides were 
called in'; and the petition of Salway Winnington, 
Eſquire, and alſo the petition of John Lloyd, bailiff, 
Thomas Smith, &c. burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, 
Were read; and the counſel were heard, and a wit- 

neſs examined in the petitioner's behalf; and the 
counſel for the ſitting member producing John Soley, 
eſquire, to be examined on his behalf ; which being 
objected to by the petitioner's counſel, the counſel 
on both ſides were heard in relation thereto ; and 
being withdrawn, it was reſolved, 

That John Soley, eſquire, being named recorder 
in the new charter granted by her majeſty to the 
town of Bewdley, be admitted an evidence, to prove 
the acts of the corporation before the charter was 
granted. 

The counſel were again called in, and Mr. 
Speaker acquainted them with the faid reſolution ; 
and Mr. Soley was examined. —And the counſel 
referring to a petition from the inhabitants of Bewd- 
wy to her majeſty for a new charter, and to her 

O majeſty's 
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an information, in the nature of a 


Ye d a U my. 


majeſty's reference on the ſaid petition, and the re- 
port thereon made, and to ſeveral other papers re- 
lating thereunto z Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe, 
that after the counſel were firſt a called in, Mr. ſe- 
cretary Boyle had (purſuant to their addreſs yeſter- 
day to her majeſty) brought to the houſe, and laid 

upon the table, the ſeveral papers relating to the 
charter of this borough ; and the evidence on both 
ſides being given, and the charter and other pro- 
ceedings relating to their corporation read; and the 


counſel heard, and the counſel and witneſſes with- 


drawn——A motion was made,. and the queſtion 
was put, that Thomas Smith, who was, about Mi- 
chaelmas 1707, choſen bailiff; and againſt whom 
warrants, 
was brought, and judgment given for him there- 
upon, was rightful bailiff of the ſaid borough, at 


the time of the election for a burgeſs to ſerve i in this 


parliament It paſſed in the negative. 
Reſolved, that Samuel Slade, nominated bailiff 
of this borough by charter, granted by her majeſty 
for maintaining the peace and ment of 
the ſaid borough, was rightful bailiff of the ſaid 
borough, at the time of the election of a burgeſs.to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid borough. 
— And the counſel were directed to be called in: 
but the houſe were informed they were gone away. 
Reſolved, that Henry Herbert, eſquire, (now 
Lord Herbert of Cherbury) was duly elected a bur- 
geſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. 
Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Salway Winnington, 


eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that on the 11th day 


of October laſt, the petitioner was duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough, and was returned by John Rock, gent. 
bailiff of the ſaid borough, to John Chetle, eſquire, 
ſheriff of the county, who refuſed to accept of the 
ſaid return, whereby the ſaid petitioner is hindered 
of doing his duty in parliament : and praying the 
houſe, &c. 

Alſo a petition of the bailiff and burgeſſes of this 
antient corporation was read; ſhewing, that the pe- 
titioners and their predeceſſors have long enjoyed 
the privilege of electing a burgeſs to ſerve in parlia- 
ment; that about the 2oth of April 1708, John 
Soley, eſquire, Samuel Slade, James Compſon, with 
others their accomplices, by undue practices, pro- 
cured a charter to paſs the great ſeal, whereby a 
new corporation was erected ; and the privilege of 
elections to parliament for the ſaid borough was 
thereby granted to the corporation, by that charter 
conſtituted. That on the 12th of May, 1708, the 
faid charter was brought by Samuel Hunt, gentle- 
man, who pretended to be town clerk under that 
charter, to the Guild-Flall of the ſaid borough (the 
bailiffs and burgeſſes of the ſaid antient corporation 
being there corporately aſſembled) where the ſame 
was read. 

And it being demanded of the burgeſſes' by the 
ſaid bailiff, if they would accept the ſaid charter, 


"they unanimouſly refuſed it, and have not yet ac 
cepted the ſame. That John Chetle, eſquire, high 


ſheriff of the county, ſent the precept for elefting a 


burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for this bo- 


rough, to one Joſeph Tindal (bailiff under the new 
charter) though the petitioner John Rock, bailiff, 
under the antient charter, ſent the ſheriff notice, 
that he was bailiff, and the proper officer to make 
the return. That on the 6th day of October laſt, 


the petitioner John Rock cauſed publick proclama- 
tion to be made within the faid borough (being in- 


- 


formed the precept was ſent to Tindal) that the 

election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in this aA oe 
for the ſaid borough, would be on the 11th of 
October laſt; and then the petitioners did unani- 
moully ele&t 'Salway Winnington to be their repre- 
fentative, and by indenture, under their common 
ſeal, accordingly returned him to the ſaid ſheriff, 
but he refuſed to accept the faid return, to the 


great eee of the petitioners rights : and pray- 
ing, 
Ordered, chat the iniatter of the ſaid return,” and 


. merits of the election, be. heard at the bar of the 


houſe on Tueſday fortnight. 

13th. Reſolved, that an hamble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to her majeſty, that ſhe will be pleaſed to 
give directions to the proper officers, that the ſeve- 
ral papers, relating to the charter for this borough, 
be laid before the houſe. 

18th. Ordered, that the cufos brevium of the 
court of Queen's Bench do attend this houſe, on 
the morrow morning, with the records of the judg- 
ment upon, quo warrants, relating to this borough ; 
and that the ſecondary on the crown fide of the 
ſaid court do then attend, with the rule books and 
records in his hands, relating to the ſaid borough , 
ind ihiet the 664 e do % d with the 
records of the ſeveral judgments, upon an informa- 
tion exhibited againſt Philip Foley, eſquite, and 
others; and upon another information againſt Tho- 
mas Smith, and five ſeveral other informations ex- 
hibited againſt Sheldon Smith, junior, Burlton, 
Baſtell, Mott, and others. 
Ordered, that the clerk of the crown do attend 
this houſe, on the morrow morning, with the laſt 
return for this borough, by which Anthony Lech- 
mere, eſquire, is returned; and alfo with the re- 
turn of Mr. Herbert, now Lord Herbert, and Mr. 
Cornwall to ſerve for the ſaid borough. . 
19th. Mr. Secretary St. John preſented to the 
houſe, purſuant to their addreſs to her majeſty, 
ſeveral papers, relating to the charter for this bo- 
rough, with a liſt of them, as follows ; 

SI, Copy of the petition of the recorder and ma- 
Jor part of the capital burgeſſes, and other the bur- 
geſſes and inhabitants of the borough of Bewdley, 


praying for a new charter.” 


« 2. Copy of a letter from the Earl of Sunderland 
to the Lord Chancellor, referring to his lordſhip 
and to the Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, the conſidera- 
tion of the aboveſaid Petition, Number I. dated 
Lech of November, 1707.” 

« 3, Copy of a letter from the Earl of Sunder- 
land to the Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, referring to 


the Lord Chancellor, and to himſelf, the conſide- 


ration. of.. the aboveſaid petition, Number I. dated 


'the 26th of November, 1707.” 


« 4. Copy of the petition of the bailiff and bur- 


geſſes of the faid borough, to her majeſty ; praying, 


that they may not be obliged to accept of any new 
charter, with her majeſty's order of reference there- 
upon to the Lord Chancellor and Lord Chief Juſtice 
Holt, dated 18th of January, 1707-8.” 


- Memorandum, that the report of the Lord Chan- 


cellor and Lord Chief Juſtice, upon the two peti- 
tions above-mentioned, Number I. and Number IV. 
was laid before the houſe of commons, with other 
papers, in February, 1708-9; and is ſtill in Jadrel's 
hands, Number V. 

Number VI. Copy of a letter from che Earl of 
Sunderland and Mr. Boyle, to the Lord Herbert of 
Cherbury, giving his lordſhip notice that her majeſty 


thinks fir, upon the report of the Lord Chancellor and 


Lord 
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Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, to grant a new charter to 
this z and ſignifying her Majeſty's plea- 
fare, that his lordſhip do bring, to one of their 
offices, a liſt of thirteen perſons, to be the firſt, 

bailiff and capital burgeſſes of this borough. Dated 
the 6th of March, 1707-8. 


7. Copy of a like letter, from the Earl of Sun- | 


derland and Mr. Boyle, to * Winnington, eſ- 
quire, of the ſame date. 

8. Copy of the petition of the bailif, and ma- 
jor part of the burgeſſes of this borough, to her 
Majeſty in council ; praying to be heard againſt 
paſſing a new charter for this borough. 

9. Copy of an order of council, directing a war- 
rant to be prepared for paſſing a new charter for 
this borough. adore fry 1708, 

10. Copy of the warrant for a new charter for 
this borough ; dated the roth of April, 1708 ; with 
a liſt of the names of the bailiff and capital bur-, 
geſſes, to be inſerted in the charter, 

The houſe, according to order, proceeded in the. 
hearing the matter of the ſaid return, and election; 
and the counſel on both ſides were called in ; and 
the petitions, relating to the ſaid return and electi- 
on, were read; and the counſel were heard; and 
ſeveral witneſſes examined. And the petitioners 
counſel producing a poll, taken by Mr. Rock, the 
ſame was proved, and deſired to be read: but the 
ſitting member's counſel inſiſting it ought not to 
be read, being not taken by the proper officer. 
And the counſel and witneſſes being withdrawn, 

Reſolved, that the poll produced by the petiti- 
oners, be read. 

Then the counſel on both ſides were called in, and 
heard; and other witneſſes examined, on the behalf 
of the petitioners —And the counſel and witneſſes 
being withdrawn, they were again called in; and 
other witneſſes examined.— And being withdrawn, 

Reſolved, that Mr. John Rock was rightful bai- 
uff of this borough, at the time of the election of 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament, for this borough. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion put, That 
Anthony Lechmere, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
geſe, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. It was diſagreed to. 

Reſolved, that Salway Winnington, eſquire, is 
duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
lament, for this borough. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
this houſe, to-morrow to amend the re- 
turn for the ſaid borough, 

Reſolved, that the charter, dated the 20th of A- 
pril, 1708, attempted to be impoſed upon this bo- 
rough againſt the conſent of the antient corpora- 
tion, is void, illegal, and deſtructive of the conſti- 
tution of 

Reſolved, chat an humble addreſs be preſented to 
her Majeſty, laying before her Majeſty the reſolu- 
tion of this houſe; and to deſire her Majeſty, that 
the will be pleaſed to give directions to her 
general, to take the proper methods for 
the ſaid charter, and for q 


4 i 
in the enjoyment of their rights and privileges. 
20th. The clerk of the Crown attended, accord- 
ing to order, to amend the return for this borough : 
but the houſe had not given directions, in what 
manner the ſame ſhould be. amended. —And the 
houſe being informed, that one Mr. Samuel Grove 
attended at the door, with the indenture of return 


of Salway Winnington, eſquire, from Mr. Rock, 


adjudged by the houſe to be the rightful bailiff of 


the borough, and who - had formerly received the 
ſame from the ſaid Mr, Rock, and had offered the 


| petitioner is not returned to parliament : 


The Boroughs of BEwDLBY. and Bishops Carr. 


ſame to the ſheriff of the county of Worceſter, 
which was refuſed by him to be received, 

The ſaid Mr. Grove was called in, and examined 
touching the ſaid. indenture, and his receiving it 
from the ſaid Mr. Rock, and his tendering the ſame 
to the ſheriff : and he delivered the ſaid indenture 
in to the houſe. And the Journal of the houſe, 2 iſt 
of March, 1679, in the caſe of Radnor, being read ; 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do amend 
the ſaid return for this borough, by taking off the 
indenture, by which Anthony Lechmere, eſquire, 
was returned, and putting on the ſaid indenture, 
by which Salway Winnington, eſquire, is returned. 


And the clerk of the Crown 2 the ſaid return 
accordingly. 


Jan. 2. Mr. ſecretary St. John acquainted the 
houſe, that their addreſs of the 19th of December 
laſt, relating to this borough, had been preſented 
to her Majeſty z and that her Majeſty had been 
pleaſed to direct Mr. Attorney, and Mr. Sollicitor 
general, to take the moſt proper and effectual mea- 
ſures for repealing the charter mentioned .in their 
addreſs; and for quieting this borough in the en- 
joyment of their rights and privileges, according to 
the deſire of this houſe. 

Mar. 30, 1715. A petition of Salway Winning; 
yon; , was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner 
was duly elected for this borough, and accordingly 
was returned by Mr. Rock, bailiff of the ſaid bo- 
rough, to Sir Richard Lane, knight, ſheriff of the 
county, who refuſed the ſaid return; whereby the 
and pray- 
ing, .&c, 

A petition of the bailiff and burgeſſes of the 
antient corporation of Bewdley, in the county of 
Worceſter, was read; ſhewing, that Sir Richard 
Lane, knight, ſheriff of the ſaid county, ſent his 
precept to one Nicholas Ward, who took upon him 
as bailiff, under colour of a new charter, made the 
20th of April, 1708, for conſtituting a new corpo- 
ration, though John Rock was bailiff of the ſaid 
borough, and that he was the proper officer to make 
the return; and the ſaid Mr. Rock being informed 
that the precept was ſent by the ſaid ſheriff, did, 
on the 24th of January, 15 14, cauſe publick procla- 
mation to be made, that the election of a burgeſs 
would be on the 29th of January, 17143 and that 
the petitioners did unanimouſly elect Salway Win- 
nington, eſquire, one of the burgeſſes for the ſaid 
borough; and that the ſaid petitioners, by inden- 
ture, returned the ſaid Mr. Winnington to the ſaid 
ſheriff, he refuſing to accept the ſame, to the pre- 
judice of the petitioners : and praying, &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar ot the houſe on 
the 17th day of May next. 

May 17. Ordered to be heard this day fortnight, 
24th. Ordered Mr. Winnington to have leave to 
withdraw his petition. 

Ordered, that the bailiff and burgeſſes of the an- 
tient corporation of Bewdley, in the county of Wor- 
ceſter, be at liberty to withdraw their petition, com- 
Plaining of the ſaid election and return. 

Ordered, that the hearing the merits-of the elec- 
tion for the ſaid borough of Bewdley, at the bar 
of this houſe, be diſcharged. . 


BISHOPS CASTLE. 


HIS borough is ſituated in the county of 
T Salop; was incorporated by Queen Elizabeth, 
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in the 15th year of her reign; and called upon to willis, 


return members to parliament in the 27th year of her 749. 44. 
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reign. 
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The memoirs of elections I hat met with follow. - 

April 8, 1695. A petition of Richard Moor, ef- 
quire, was preſented and read; ferting forth, that 
the petitioner is duly elected a burgels to ferve in 
this preſent parliament for this borough, in the room 
of William Oakly, eſquire, deceaſed ; but that che 
bailiff hath returned: Henry Newton, eſquire, with 


your petitioner, whereby he is prevented from from fic- ö 


ting in the houſe. 
Ordered, it be referred to the committee ef pn. 
vileges to examine, and report the matter with their 


opinion 

" Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown Jo attend 
to-morrow morning with the return. — But it was 
never called for. 
- 25th, Ordered; that. the leaving r he cogr 
tee of privileges and elections, touching the election 
for the borough of Biſhops Caftle, which wits ap- 
pointed for Monday next, "be put * till ML 
next come three. 

"The ſeffions ended the 24 of May, and de per. 
hament was diſſolved before the next ſeſſtorts. | 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Sir Gilbert Ger- 


rard, baronet,. wal preſented, and read x ſetfing 


forth, that the petitioner ought to have been return 
ed as a burgefs to ferve in this preſent parliument 
for this borongh 3 but Walter Woolaſton, bailiff of 


the faid borough, in an arbitrary and unuſual man- Wark 


ner, hath: unduly returned Sir William Brownlow ; 
and many other illegal practices wers uſed at the 
election, to the petitioner's prejudite : . 
ing. &cc. 


Ordered to be referred to che committee of privi- | 


leges to examine, and report de unter with their 
opinion. 
Nov. a $i This pecton was need, md 
referred as before 
Feb. 1. Ordered to be reports 0 Sandy net 
Ach. Reported by Sir Rowland Gwyn, that 
The poll was for Sir William Brownlow 37, 
| | for the petitioner  - 


| 36. 
It was agreed, the right of election was in the dai- 


fff and all tt bagels inhabiting: withia the bo- 
rough. 

The petitioner alledged be ſhoald taleb e Ghee 
from the fitting member's poll, and add thiee te 
his own, who were refuſed ; and alſo prove bribery 
on the ſide of the ſittĩing member. 

The three votes objected to, were Willitm James, 
Thomas Waters, and Samuel James. The excep8- 


on to William James, was, he was an out-durgeſs. 


It appeared, the oath to an in-burgds and out- 
burgeſs were the ſame z and if an our-burgeſs cam 
to live within the borough, he did net take a new 
oath ; but the in- burgeſſes and out-burgeſſes being 
on different lifts, ſuch perſon who came to refide 
within the borough, is entered upon the Alt with the 
in-burgeſſes. 

Several witneſſes were called, who prored Wil- 
9 lived at Mainton, two tiles from the 


borough, and only came to town . as journeythrart 


ſhoemaker to work, and went hoine on Safttitthay: 


night, and was not entered among the till 
after the election, though occaſionally he did lodge 
in the borough ſometimes, and therefore they looked 
on him as an out-burgeſs; and on the day before 
the election, the mayor and others tret to adjuſt 
the right of the electors, and it was then agreed 
William James had no vote, being « entry bargeſs. 

William Price fad; Thomas Waters went home 
every Saturday night to Colebeclt, half 4 mile from 
Biſhops Caſtle, but worked for ſome years in the 


of Mt. Warthg, 50 thiltings 


The Borough of B ts HOFT GC CASTLE. 


Thomas Bright fil; that gamüel James lives t 


Colebeck, and wert to Biſtiops Caftle 4 month be. 
e ai} hack is rected yo Colebeck 


"The ts the eee wot a, wat were Rickatt 
Bright, John Stockin, ant 1 4 is 

William Brigft proved they tetiderett their 
votes for the petitioner. © © 

Three witneſſes proved Richatd Brights refidetics 
ar Biſhops Caffe with his brother, and Had voted at 
other defions; particularly Mr. Oakly't and Mr. 
Moor's ; thovgh it was owned he went out of ton 
a little time, Sour tuo motiths Before the election. 

That John Stochin was a aud did live in 
town before che elechon, and had not been out of 
town a month in ſeven or eight 

That Samuel Scyes is a burg and hat? been an 
inhabitant ſix weeks before the eleclioa, and cond- 
mec there ever fince ; and that alt thefe had voted 
at former elections, bor were now tefuſeck; and 
there was no proclamation before che role was 


Waring, who ſent him to Mr. Brown the; attorney, 
who Kt Mm have g . g s. whih they falk was part, 
of Lady Mircksfefts money, and 4 note for 
it ; that he believed Brown folli vor for Sir 
Willie Brownlow 5 that Janet 1 e 
20 $. cath | Hine Waller, E 
ot 50 b. Each, and Jem Woot 
| whith he ſoppoſed 


7 


received" it yored for Sir William Browntow ; but 
Fatiner could flor fay Sir Wits Krowntos knew 
of the diſp6fi of the money; was a tiecting 
at Corrick's, where it Xs Lee that the money 
Would be lodged ftr Ting 's Hands, and not 
SETS cdl if the ter par 
of the burgeſſes. 

Hoggins fd; that on the election day, im the 
morning, tit Bil fent for him, 2 8 pert 
vote, which he to Sif Git- 


fs (Hoggines) vor 
him gold and 
ſilver, l "1D do e ker 
and take # faßt of cloaths, if be would vote for Sir 
Wilftant Eröhmow ; that Jeremy Brown, 4 fine 


before ce hon, give huh 0 ſilſings dd lee 


Maſon gave high five killings, to vote for Sir 
Bart Browilow ; and Mr. Econ after gurt hun thies 
pourcds fiftern th vote p. and cfireartied him 
if he did 72 Ho flid; he teceived the money, 
and voted for Nit Gertzrd and Mr. Maſon ; 
tliat he told Nr. Maſon he could have fiye ound 
to vote for Ar William Brownlow ; who 
i be would, ht might take it, hey 
give kim one 

Robert Mmron fri ke received for his father 
(who voted for 2 
WIHarn * and Sir Gilbert Gerrard); 
he afked the barfff why he, made ſuck 4 an 
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and he faid he had nothing but what his wife and 
children had. 

- Lloyd faid, Lady Maſon ſent for kim, and told 
him; chere were 200 pounds to be diſtributed among 
the burgeſſes who voted for Sir William Brownlow ; 
that he ſhould be kind to him beſides ; that Wool- 
laſton threatned' him, be ſhould be ſued upon a 
bond he had given to John Beaumont, if he would 
not vote for Sir William Brownlow. ' 

Morrice Bowen ſuid, there were 200 pounds to 
be diftributed, and that if he would vote for Sir 
William Brownlow, he” ſhould have 30 or 40 ſhil- 
lings of it. | 

Colebatch ſaid, he had money of Mr. Brown to 
vote for Sir William Brownlow. 

Palmer ſaid, he had five pounds, eight ſhillings, 

and three halfpence, and would not abate the odd 
three halfpence. 
For Sir William Brownlow it was inifted ; they 
would juſtify their own votes, and the refuſal of 
thoſe who would have voted for Sir Gilbert Ger- 
rardz that the mayor gave but one voice; that the 
200 pounds ſpoken of, as given by Lady Maſon, 
was à Charity to the town, on conſideration of her 
being reſtored to her eſtate ; and before the diſſolu- 
tion of the parliament : and that they would prove 
piala bribery on the petitioner. 

Edward Minton ſaid, that David Morris, who 
aſked votes for Sir Gilbert Gerard, gave him five 
pounds to vote for Sir Gilbert Gerard: and about 


a fortnight before the election, Sir Gilbert Gerard 


and Mr. Maſon aſked his vote; and Mr. Maſon 
ſaid, that if he would vote for Sir Gilbert Gerard, 
He would give him ten pounds; and his father's 
ſteward to pay it: Mr. Pugh ſaid; if he was not 
fatisfied with a promiſe, ' he' ſhould have a bond for 
it : that the night before the election, Wilſon came 
for them, and told them they ſhould have five 
pounds exch, if they would ſwear to be true to 
them : upon which they made them half a promiſe; 
and David Morris leaped, and ſaid; if they had 
not diſcovered themſelves ſo ſoon, he would have 
given 100 pounds for two voices that night : that 
on Sunday before the election, he was ſent for to 
Lord Macclesfield, at Morris's houſe; and the Earl 
aſked him, what his trade was, and what would ſet 
him up? he faid, a ſhoemaker, and 40 pounds 
would ſet him up; and thereupon the Earl promiſ- 
ed him, he ſhould have it: that the Earl ſent him 
to Woollaſton, to know what he would have ; which 
he did, who anſwered, he would have 3o pounds 
which he acquainted the Earl with, who promiſed 
he ſhould have it: that the Earl bid him come to 
him after the election, and he ſhould be rewarded ; 
and bid him ſpeak to others alſo, by one at a 
time: that he had five ſhillings of Mr. Morris; that 
he had two ſhillings of his wife; and five ſhillings 
of Mr. Maſon : that he did not promiſe the Earl his 
vote, but ſaid he would conſider of it; and voted 
for Sir William Brownlow, and Mr. Walcor. 
Robert Woollaſton ſaid, Wilſon promiſed him 
20 pounds to vote for the petitioner, and Mr. Ma- 
ſon; but he was indifferent, becauſe he had promiſed 
before: that Morris took him to the hall, and ſaid; 
if he would vote for Sir Gilbert Gerard, and Mr. 
Maſon, it ſhould be much to his profit : that Mor- 
ris offered him 20 pounds; but he had none of it: 
that Mr. Pugh ſent for him about a month before 
the cleftion, and offered him a bond of five pounds 
fot his vote; and offered the ſame to Minton: that 
Sir Gilbert Gerard told him, he ſhould not only 


. 20 pounds, but twice 20 pounds; and he 


and faid, what he did was for the 


would be his friend as long as he lived: that they 
would have ſworn him to be true to Sir Gilbert 
Gerard, and Mr. Maſon; but he ran out bf the 
houſe : that Morris offered him a coat off his back ; 
good of his 
children, for the Earl would help his ſon to a 100 
pounds a year: that he did tell Minton, he would have 
30 guineas for his vote: that Wilſon, Minton, and 
Pugh, made all the intereſt they could for Sir Gil- 
bert Gerard. 

Corrick ſaid, Sir Gilbert Gerard and Mr. Maſon 
aſked him for his vote; and Mr. Maſon” ſaid, the 
election depended on his vote; and he ſnould have 
what he would, if he would give it to Sir Gilbert 
Gerard: to which he anſwered ; if he would give 
him his hatful of gold, he would not go from his 
word: whereupon Mr. Mafon ſaid; if he would 
go to Morris's, his wife would lock him up in a 
room: that Wilfon faid, he would divide 15 guineas 
between him, Woollaſton, and Minton. 

That Morris-and Wilſon appeared for Sir Gilbert 
Gerard: and owned, there was money at Wareing's 
for the uſe of the town; and he did borrow five 
pounds of it, and gave a bill for it. 

Trac Hoggins ſaid, Captain Phillips brought 
him to Lord Matclesfitld, who aſked him for his 
vote; but he ſaid, he had promiſed it to Sir Willi- 
am Brownlow, and Mr. Maſon : that my Lord 

* him for Sir Gilbert Gerard; and put money 

a baſon, and bid him take what he would: 

thine be took five ſhillings and my Lord ſaid he 
ſhould have guineas next morning: that he 
denied his vote to Sir Gilbert Gerard; and did vote 
for Sir William Brownlow, and Mr. Maſon: : that 
he had of Mr. Brown twenty, chirty, ad te mil. 
lings; and gave a bill for it. 

Samuel James faid, he was hired PAR or four 
times ; and Mr. Maſon, of Rockly hall, gave him 
half a crown, and promiſed him a cow. 

That at the new club he had twelve pence of 
Waters's wife; the ſame of Morris, who promiſed 
him a ſuit of cloaths and money in three 'poZets; and 
Mr. Morris promiſed him five pounds. He owned, 
he had money of Brown by twelve pence at a time, 
which he gave a bill to repay ; but he voted for Sir 
William Brownlow, and Mr. Walcot. 

Mr. Woollaſton of Welſhpool aid, he was aſked 
to vote for Sir Gilbert Gerard by the Earl of Mac- 
clesfield ; but ſaid, he was engaged. He ſhewed a 
letter, dated the 31ſt of July, 1697, from Mr. Ma- 
ſon; wherein he was informed, tlrat Lord Maccles- 
field had promiſed he ſhould ſucceed in a muſter- 


maſter's poſt ; but no mention of the election.— 


That David Hoggins and F atmer were men of ill 
ute. 

Bowen ſaid, he was id by Waters and 
Morris to be forgiven two debts, one of 71. and 
one of 41. or 51.; and Waters's wife ſaid; if he 
did not vote for Sir Gilbert Gerard, Lord Maccles- 
field would bring a troop of horſe, and eat up the 
town. 

Norton ſaid, Wilſon ſent his daughter for him : 
and Wilſon told him, if he did not get his fon to 
vote for Sir Gilbert Gerard, it would go hard with 
him; that if he did, Lord Macclesfield would give 
places to ten young men of Biſhop's Caſtte, and his 
ſon ſhould be one; and if Sir Gilbert Gerard loſt 
it, the town would be undone. 

Seys ſaid, Mr. Maſon aſked his vote for Sir 


Gilbert Gerard, and ſhewed him five guineas, and. 


told him, he ſhould have ſatisfaction; and faid, he 
would be his friend, as long as he lived. 
1 Wooton 
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The, Boroagb of BS: OS GAST LEE. 


Wooton ba was pramiſed- his houſe rent 


aid. 
three years, or ten poynds, to vote far Sir Gil- 


for three 
bart Gerard but voted: for Sir William Rrowolows 
and, Mt. 


Maſon. 

Bright {aid,. that Norris (who made intereſt for 
Sir Gilbert Gerard) u few days before the election, 
told him, T (teas ar Sir Gilbert Gerard. 
the. town, would. be ruined, and a trop af horſe 1 
quertered. upon it - but, if he would vote for Sir 
Gilbert Gerard, he ſhould have ten paunds, and 1 
his children maintained, 

Carrick ſaid, be mel Sir Gilbert Gerard. and Mr. 
Maſon in the, ſtreet, and Mr. Maſon his 
vote: they then aſked it for Sir Gilbert Gerard; 
and, faid, if he would come to London, he ſhould 
have 2 place. Hoe owned, ho had meney of Brown, 
which, he was to repay» |  - 

As to the 200 J. given by Lady Maſon, the coun 
{cl called Richard Jefferys, who ſaid z it was given, faid 
and brought to town, two or threy months before 
the election, for paving of the ſtreets, and other uſes 
e comm: that the election coming on, the Lady 

aſon deſired it might * into truſtees handy, 
who were Mr. Walter Woollaſton, Mr., Walter 
Wareing,. Mr. Edward Broughton, and Mr. Ri- 
chard Woollaſton; that a town clock was to be 
bought. with part of it but could nat, ſpeak. as. 19 
Parts. the ſtreets, "7 


td the three votes guicpuslißyd by the; e e | 


h ſaid, William James was. a burgeſs, 
had been an inhabitant ſix months before the clec- 
tion; that Waters and Samue ones. ene 
and were inhabitants lang eee 
had voted hofore.. bone vr9 geil!“ 1 

As to the three which the petivionar artempred 
to add to his poll——Colbargh, Eid. Bright was 2 
wh but at; reſident (ax; porte) above 4 


bk. g 
2 


Pe 
Norton and Richard Jeffreys ſaid, Stockin ved 
without the borough: And as to Samuol Seyes, 
. Seyes, and William Minton that Samuel 
Mp had owned himſelf a ſervant to Lord Maccles- 
and that he had money to vote for Sir Gilbert 

Gerard, and was to have an exciſeman's place, if 
fit: and a letter was read, dated Auguſt 1, 16993 
wherein it is wrote, he was hired by Mr. Williams 
for five pounds per annum, and five ſhillings per 
week ; but, doth not ſay for what purpoſe. 

They then inſiſted on diſqualifying nine of the 
petitioner's. votes, as almsmen, and one as a lunatick. 

Colbatch proyed, that the wives of Samuel Lloyd, 
Bartholomew Nicholas, Thomas Bright, Stephen 
Minton, Nathanael Nicholas, and Charles Bright, had 
had Mr. Turner's charity in 1698: Stephen Lloyd's 
daughter had the ſame for her father : but che 
others ſo named they did not prove: Mr. Turner's 
was a i pounds per year; fifty ſhillings 
to Biſhop's me þ fifty ſhillings to Montgomery, 
to be diſpoſed of to the poor annually on the ad 
of June; and twenty ſhillings for a ſermon : that 
it was generally. given to the widows, and had been 
ſa to the wives of theſe men many years. 
And Colbatch and Samuel Wodllaſton ſaid, that 
Mr. Henry Woollaſton had been in Bedlam three 
or four years ſince ; had loſt his living for not 
taking the oaths ; and had acted as a madman :— 
but Say not ay, he was fo at the election; but 
had preached not long. before. 

The petitioner in reply 

Ap: to bribery—Wilfbn and Morris ſaid, chat 
een Wilſon's 


4 


kauſe the night. before the defian, and aſked ten 
pounds each for their votes, for they cquld have | 
it of the other. ids ; that Wilſan told Sin Gilbert 
Gerard of d who defired him. not ta talk of 
. e e nat pF dun 


LF eee 
and ſeveral times was in his ſenſes at the election, 
and —_— rationally about taking the burgels 
nth... - 

Mr. Pugh ſaid, that Edward Minzon and Robert 
Woollaſton ſaid; they would. not vote vnder ten 
pounds a piece: chat at firſt, they. aſked 
mr for they heard it would came 3 

; if they: had it not of ene ſide, they would 
have it. of the other. TS, 

As to offering of money. in "che Boche e 
Brown ſaid, he went with Lord Macelesfield, ; and 
carried his caſh; about 100 gyuineas, to bear his 
travelling charges; and his lordſhip had only two 
guineas from the time he ſet out. to the time Hog- 
Eins ſpake 


in > 


charity but no proof of; any. the. year bei che 
election. 

Upon che whole, the counmintee "reſolved, 

That Sir William Brownlow, baronet, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to n in this preſent en 
for this borough. 

' Thar Sir Gilbere Gerard, baronct, is duly elected 
# burges. in .this Present parliament for this bo- 


rough. 
\ The fk refolutian, on a divilien, was agreed 
: but the ſecond diſagreed to z and reſolved the 
Geben in be void. 

Reſalyed, it appearing in the ſaid report, that 
the burgeſſes of the ſaid bargugh have been noto- 

riouſly guilty of bribery , that no new writ, do 
iffue during this ſelion, for decting another burgels 
for this borough. 

Feb. 13, 10. A petition of Sir William Brown- 
low, baronet, was read; alledging, that he was 
duly choſen a burgeſs for this barough; but Tho- 
mas Maſon, the preſent bailiff, hath returned his 
ſon Charles: Maſon,. who is guilty of bribery, and 
other corrupt ꝓractices, at the ſaid election; and 


Praying a ſhort day to he, napping w-take the 


matter into conſuleration. 

Ordered to be referred 0 aan of the 
committee af privileges and elections to examine the 
matter, and report the ſame wich their opinion. 
17th. A petition of Sir Gilbert Gerard, baronet, 
was read; ſhewing, that he, tagether with George 
Walear, eſquire, and Sir William 90 pa ware 
candidates at:the.cletion for this borough.; -where 
Mr. Walcot and Sir William Brownlow, by chem- 
ſelves or agents, by treats, ræmards, menaces, and 
other corrupt ꝓractices, gained veral votes. from the 


petitioner's inteneſt W. re g e | 


himſelf returned. v4 23:04 


- 


: Ordered 


Leap abs aig an nc 
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coined Saraeday nent, 
and Sn chat it — 3 ao Monday, 


ich. Ordernd, dat it be reccivod on the mor- 


rom morning. 

13th, Sir Roviaed Gwyooe reported, on the pe- 
tition of Sir William Browatiow againt Mr. Maſon 3 
and Sir Gilbert Gerard againſt Mr. Walcot, as 
follows The poll was for Mr. Maſon H— 
Sir William Brownlow 34- 
het rene — Cha dr. Maſon had 


thews tald bis, the band was flaſt 3 but, the day 


beſore the election, gave him à wit for the (fans 


pounds, with Mr. Maſon's hand 49 ita but be did 
not pay che money s and the Soctipt Gated Jan, 2, 
1700, was read to the committee. | 

William Miman proved, Mr. Maſan mend him 
five pounds to vote far aim and Sir Gilbert Gerard; 
that he Haid, he Wanld get take bis word: chat 
then he faid, he ſhould have che moneq, if be would 
frxgar not to diſponer it; that Morris afterwards 
promiſed it him; that he went co Mr. Mathews, 
Mr. Maſon's brother, who told ppt five pounds te 
him, and aid, it was to vote for Mr. Maſon, and 

Sir (albert Gerard ; chat he afterwards ſhewed the 


that they made over Paintry wood to him for-the &@ 


Chaxles Bright feniar ſaid, be was promiſed ſix 
vote far Mr, Maſan, aud Sir Gilbert 
bad not been paid, nor 4ar his drink 


id Bright told him, 
6x pounda, ar he would nor have 


r chat Bright, janigr, owned, he had 
the beſt part of ten paunds for his ate: chat he 
voted for Mr. Walcat, and Mr. Man: and the 
other Bright ſaid; he would not vote for Mr. Maſas, 


ee Ganing.96, leder hd bs va: 
for Mr. Maſon, but upon his ſaying he had gas- 


D: - 2520 


miſed Sir Francis Charleton, Matthews gave him 
half a guinea; but ſaid, Matthews owed him ten 
ſhillings z and that he gave him nine pence out af 
the half guinea. .Ggreing voted for Sir William 
Brownlow, and Mr. Walcor, 

Robert Woallaſton ſaid, that Samuel Woollaſton 
told him, Lord Macclesfield had given him à placa 
of 181. per year; otherwiſe he wonld not have 
voted for Fir (ailbezt (Gerard, and Mr. Maſon. 

For Ms. Maſon, was called Walter Woollaſton, 
who {aid, he ſaw letters from Mr. Maſon to Holmes, 
wherein be deſized chere might be no expences of 
drinking on his account ; and that he cautioned 
Mr. Maſon to beware af the Mintons. 

Nathanael Farmer ſaid, he was at Robert Min- 
tons; and Minton aſked him how he would vote, 
and sold him, if he would vote as he did, he ſhould 
fare do worſe than himſelf; and further ſaid, if he 
would not vote for Mr. Charles Maſon, he did not 
care who he was for, for be had hindered Minton of 
getfing 50 J. and gold him, if he would be for 
Jeremy Browne's intereſt, he would perhaps get 
him ten guineas. 

Samuel Richards ſaid, that William Minton ſaid, 
that there were nine votes of Minton's family, and 
he would give go 1. to have Mr. Maſon out: add 
at another time Brown was at Minton's, and told 
Minton, he was ſorry he would not be ruled by 
him, for it would hurt him and his ,gbildren ; and 
told him, if he came next morning, he ſhould have 


nnen vir William Jrownlow againſt 
Mr. Maſan. 


Jahn Holmes ad, be received two lettars from 
Mr. Maſen, in which he gave policive orders not to 
ſpend money on account of the election; for he 
woenld nat break a law tbe bad been concerned in 
making : that all the Mintons ſaid, they expected 
ſexeral ſums on account of the former election: and 
Mr. Maſon wrote 49 him, to receive money of the 
tenants, and pay it to Mr. Mathews to anfwer 
cheir demands on account of the former election; 
which he did do. 

Mr. Pugh ſaid, ſeveral perſans did, about two 
years ſince, demand money of Samuel Richards, 
and others, for arrears an former elections, when a 
great many bad let the burgeſſes have drink, and 
depended on Mr. Maſon's Kindneſs to be paid. 

The committee upon this evidence æeſolved, 

That Charles Maſon, eſquire, 18 not / duly elected 
a hurgeſs to ſervę jn this parliament, for this bo- 


That Charles Maſon, eſquize, is guilty of noto- 
rious bribery in endeavouring to procure himſelf to 
be elected a burgeſs, to ferve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, for this borough. 

Upon the ꝓetition of Sir Gilbert Gerard againſt 
Mr. Walcot. 


Samuel Woollaſtan, fervor, ſaid, Janiamin Felton 
aſked his wate for Mr. Walcat; and that his fon - 


came ment day, and ſaid, his maſter would deliver 
up his indentures, if he would vote for Mr. Walcot; 
and the indentures were put in à third perſon's 
hands; and ſaid, he would have had his ſon ſerved 
his time out. 

Samuel Woollaſton, junior, ſaid, Felton, his 
maſter, told him, he would deliver up his inden- 
Aureg, if he would vote for Mr. Walcet; and ſet 
bim up and che indentures were thereupon de- 
livered to Mr. Broughton, and Were a0 be delivered 


up in April followmg ; but owned, Mr. Walcot 
Mas preſent, and declared, he would mot have to do 


daith bribery ; and he doth . with his maſter ſince. 
Edward 
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Edward Pugh faid, Mr. Walcot offered his 
father, if he would vote for him, he would get 
him appointed an exciſeman 3 | he being ac- 
quainted with three commiſſioners. 

That Robert and William Minton faid, 5 
would vote for them who would give moſt money. 

Francis Colebatch ſaid, Brown and Bret made 


intereſt for Sir William Brownlow : Brown was 


concerned at à former election in diſtributing 

pounds, and made the perſons give notes 
for : that being in arrear thirty pounds for ex- 
ciſe, Mr. Brown and others bailed him; but be- 
cauſe he did not vote for Sir William Brownlow, 
he was arreſted, nene fuer and Brown 
had threatned others. | 

That Mr. Walcot aſked him for his vote ; Aides 
he told him, if he had a mind to be an exciſe- 
man, Mr. Walcot b to do what he * 
for him. 

Walter Woollaſton ſaid, Mr. Walcot 20 Mer. 
Richard Woollaſton aſked his vote for Mr. Wal- 
cot; and ſaid, if he would give it, he, Mr. Wal- 
cot, would take him into his family, to look to 
his books of merchandize; but owned he did 
not underſtand merchants accounts: that Mr. 
Walcot told him, there was' a ſum of money de- 
poſited in Mr. Waring's hands for a ſingle vote, 
and bid: him-go to Mr. Waring ; but named no 
fum z nor did he go; and that he voted for * 
* Gerard, and Mr. Maſon. 

Farmer ſaid, the three Mintons voted for Sir Wil- 
liam Brownlow, and Mr. Walcot; and aſked him to 
vote as they did, and they would get him ten guineas 
of Mr. Brown; for he would out Mr. —— 
five hundred pounds. - 0308 109 NI 

That Hugh Maſon voted for Sir William Ww 
low, and Mr. Walcot; and ſaid, Mr. Walcot had 
got him a place in the hoſpital at Hull. Farmer 
voted for Mr. Maſon, and the petitioner. 5 

Barnaby Owen ſaid; that Mr. Woollaſton, out 
a week before the election, paid fifty ſhillings to 
Brown's wife, for ale drank by Sir William Brown- 
fow's and Mr. Walcot's friends about three weeks 
before the election. 

Samuel Richards ſaid, that hearing Brown had 


given fix ſtrikes of malt to treat the burgeſſes, and 


that a little before the election, he went and drank 


part of the ale. 


Charles Bright ſaid, that Richard Woollaſton 
threatned to indict him; and afterwards ſaid, if he 


would vote for Mr. Walcot, all ſhould be well; 


and that he paid him for a barrel of ale, drank fix 
weeks or two months before the election: that he 
aſked Mr. Brown for money, and Mr. Brown faid, 
he could not do it, for the writs were out; but his 
man gave him one ſhilling, and told him, if he 
would vote for Sir William Brownlow, and Mr. 
Walcot, he ſhould never want fo long as he lived. 
He ſaid, he voted for Mr. Walcot, and Mr. Maſon. 

David Hoggins ſaid, that Mr. Woollaſton aſked 
him for his vote for Sir William Brownlow, and Mr. 
Walcot; and ſaid, he would give him nine pounds, 


for ſo much was his ſhare ; and offered him the uſe 


of an empty. houſe of Sir William Brownlow's for 
his life; that Richard Woollaſton, about a month 
before the election, brought a company to drink, 
and a week before Chriſtmas paid thirty ſhillings 


for it; and Mr. Walcot left five ſhillings with a wo- 


man of a publick houſe for three burgeſſes. 
Ifaiah Hoggins faid, Mr. Walcot ſent for him 
half a year before the election, and told him there 


was an execution againſt him; and Robert Minton 


n new writs for-the cledtion-of « 
Weg 54 ang cid aon u ad atv at 


faid, - unleſs he would promiſe to vote for Mr. Wal. 
cot, it ſhould be executed : and Robert Minton of- 
fered him ten ſhillings; and 'faid, if he would vote 
againſt Mr. Maſon and his friend, he ſhould have 
five pounds ; bur ſaid he voted for Sir Gilbers Ge. 
rard, and Mr. Maſon. 

Humphrey Stockwell ſaid, that Richard Wool. 
ton ſaid he had, before the diſſolution of the parlia- 
ment, laid out fixty pounds for Mr. Walcot, for 
vous and had he ot done i, Mr Waleot had not 
ſat. rie 
| Thar Edward Minton — fiche moldy and 
ſaid, it was a debt due formerly from Sir Gilbert 
Gerard; and ſaid, he had a guinea to vote for Sir 
Gilbert Wan. from m Hrn * 
veral ways. a 

The counſel for-Mr. Walcot, in reply, ales, : 

Theophilus Greenway : who ſaid, he was preſent 
when Mr. Maſon brought the peti ition to Sir Gilbert 
Gerard to ſign; and Sir Gilbert aſked if he r 
not read it: to which Mr. Maſon anſwered, he was 
in haſte ; and thereupon Sir Gilbert ſigned it,” with- 
out reading it: that it wis agreed, Mr. Waleot and 
his family had a conſiderable eftate about this bo- 
rough,” and that Sir argon — h n 
eſtate thereabouts. 

Richard Oakhy ad, de 4 pe ar David 
Hoggins's with Richard Woollaſton, but heard no 
money offered: that Woollaſton aſked Iſaiah Hog- 
gins for his vote, which he promiſed freely; but 
David ſaid, he was en and Mr. Walcot bid 
him keep his word; and ſaid, apr om 
all that paſſed: that he heard Mr. Walcot aſk 
who ſaid, his ſons were engaged ;/ but he did oe 
know but he might vote for Pen GFR 
Charleton's account. 1 992 0 1k ew 

Walter Cory ſaid, that Francis Colbatel faid he 


would vote for no man, unleſs he 'was* paid. He 


voted for Sir Gilbert Gerard, and Mr. _— Col: 
batch owed thirty-ſix pounds to Mr. Brown.” 

Robert Woollaſton ſaid, ' Colbatch owned he owe 
thirty-ſix pounds to Mr. Brown; for arrears of ex- 
ciſe, which Mr. Brown paid for him; and ſaid, Mr. 
Maſon ſhould clear that ' thirty<ſix pounds, or he 
would not vote for him. He did vote dere Gander 
Gerard, and Mr. Maſon. 

Thomas Greaves ſaid, Bowen vithes he ted 
Mr. Brown money, and had notice to pay it. 

Bevans faid, that Powel and Iſaac Hoggins drank 
Sir Gilbert Gerard's health about three days before 


the election; and Bevans drank Mr.'Walcor's ; up- 


on which they had like to have quarrelled; and 
1 eren 
coſt them. 

Mr. — ſaid, young Woollaſton came'to 
him on the election day, and deſired him to go to 
his maſter to take up his indentures; and his ma- 
ſter ſaid, he would not let him have them, leſt it 
might be reckoned bribery; but he ſhould have 
them in the ſpring, as he had promiſed: and Mr. 


Broughton faid, there e promilſe-i in be: way 1 


the election. 
V pon this evidence, the committee Nel 
That George Waleot, eſquire, is duly elected a 


 burgeſs, / ——— this Rr for this 
borough!" | 


* 39.1 12a i 19039 
"This actes, wi thoſe 11. relathin" to Me. 
Meſa, Sig Yad"s ihod-Srrt; r to 


by che Houſe. e... a Bib 200 


Ordered, die 80, wufhdr 40 Sire hi Andi r 
burgels for this bo- 


Ordered, 


2250 welt 8 3 A we: 

1 oy os 

a bt ants 
*r £0 


GS WT 0 
= p 3 . - 2 * o » —_ _ F 
a AIY * 3 
* - * Y th '» - { * 
K _ . 
* * * 


TT 
REA an eee e „* 


2 
9 
1 
. 
7 
* 
> 
4 


W 


by » 


oe o@l cwK<@n.aoUcmM oo 9..aYTY&:. 2” © a 


78 AK 88 75 


n has —» 


Fa ' @rGg fo jury | © fl. 5 TT fi 7 Þb % o& wo 


K me.” *. — 4 N " - ——_ — 1 ” 
* 2 | WII —— r r | 
. » + 2 N 5 1 . e 8 n | | a 2 . 8 
ann; A * Gs r . 2 
n NN 5 : 5 5 do | EP 8 1 "+ + . TL TEES. . * ö , i & = 
2 = - 

1 : 
3 


IS 9 SLIT RS 


The Borough of BISHO HS CASTLE. 


' Ordered, that Charles Maſon, eſquire, for his of- 
fence, be taken into 1 of the ſerjeant at 
arms attending the houſe. | 
Jaa. 3, 1701. A petition of George Walcot, eſ- 
quire, was preſented to the houſe, and read; ſet- 
ting ſorth, that at the election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, Charles Maſon, eſ- 
quire, by himſelf ; by Thomas Maſon, eſquire, his 
father-in-law ; Charles Hanmer, his brother-in-law, 
and others his agents; had procured perſons to 
vote for him by bribery, and other illegal practices; 
notwithſtanding which, the petitioner had a majo- 
rity of votes, and in juſtice ought to have been 
returned a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, for this borough ; but one Richard Betton, 
ſhoemaker, and uncle to the ſaid Charles Maſon, 
being the bailiff of the ſaid borough, did arbitrarily 
refuſe to poll ſeveral burgeſſes, who offered to vote 
for the petitioner, and unduly returned the ſaid 
Charles Maſon : praying relief. &c. 
| Ordered, it be referred to the committee of privi- 
lezes to examine, and report the matter with their 
opinion. 

March 26, 1702. Ordered the report to be re- 
ceived on Tueſday morning next. 

3iſt. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported, upon the pe- 
tition of George Walcot, eſquire, of an undue elec- 
tion, and return of Charles Maſon :- That on the 
hearing there were produced two polls ; one on be- 
half of the petitioner, by Mr. Brent, a ſworn clerk 1 
and another for Mr. Maſon, taken by Robert Ma- 
fon, alſo a ſworn clerk. Upon the former, 


For the petitioner 41, 

For Mr. Maſon 40. 
Upon the latter, 

For Mr. Maſon 42. 


The difference was occaſioned by putting down 
William Stockin, and Richard James, for the pe- 
titioner, who were not in the other poll ; and there 
was omitted, in the ſame poll, to Mr. Maſon, the 
ſaid William Stockin, and the bailiff's vote; which 
were wrote in the other poll as voting for Mr. 
Maſon. The matter on hi h the petitioner ground- 
ed his complaint was bribery, and the making good 
the numbers on the poll ; and Mr. Maſon made his 
difference upon the ſame footing. 

For the petitioner they called, 

Robert Woollaſton, who ſaid, that Mr. Han- 
mer, Mr. Maſon's brother-in-law, told him, that 
the late Earl of Macclesfield had, by his will, left in 
his hands 100 pounds, and, if he would vote for 
Mr. Maſon, he ſhould have as great a ſhare as any 
one; and Mr. Hanmer made intereſt for Mr. Maſon. 


Woollaſton faid, he was a witneſs on the former election. 
Query - George Winton ' ſaid, Mr. Maſon met David 


Adams in the ſtreet, the day before the election, and 
told him, if he would vote for him (Maſon) he ſhould 
have his houſe and three cloſes, he then poſſeſſed, rent 
free : And the ſame day, at night, he told Adams, if 
he would come up to London, he would get him a 


beneficial place; and that Adams told him he was in 


arrear of rent, and Mr. Maſon had promiſed to ſet 
it off: but this witneſs, being examined the next 
night the committee ſat, ſaid, Mr. Maſon offered 
him five guineas for his vote. 

Edward Minton ſaid, Mr. Maſon, ſenior, told 


him, two days before the election, that if he would 


vote for his ſon, he ſhould have his houſe rent free, 
and part of the 100 pounds left by Lord Maccles- 
held. He owned he never had poſſeſſion of the 
bouſe; and ſince that, Mr, Maſon had let it to another. 


Alſo, he heard John Waters ſay, he never ſhould 
have voted for Mr. Maſon, it he had not had 
five pounds for his vote. He ſaid, he was alſo a 
witneſs at the former hearing. 

Walter Coning ſaid, Iſaiah Hoggin, on the Sa- 
turday before the election, told him he was to have 
fio money, but three cloſes for his life, after the 
death of old Mr. Maſon, paying twelve pence yearly; 
bur he was to vote for Mr. Maſoh iri the mean 
time. Said, he was a witneſs at the laſt hearing 
againſt Sir Gilbert Gerard, but not againſt Mr. 
Maſon. 

Joſeph Comyns Taid, on the night after the elec- 
tion, Adams ſaid he had ſeven pounds to vote for 
Mr. Maſon, and deſired him not to divulge it: but 
owned Adams was then in liquor, and came after 
and denied it, and ſaid he had only a promiſe of 
forty ſhillings of the late Earl of Macclesfield's 
money, 

That Stockin (who was the conteſted vote) ſaid, as 
he was going up the hall, which way he was to 
vote, for he was to have five pounds. 

The petitioner's counſel excepted to three, on ac- 


count of Turner's charity. Richard Woollaſton ſaid, 


John Richards had it four or five years paſt, viz. 
twelve pence, or eighteen pence, once a, year; as 
had Thomas Bright's wife, and Samuel Richards, 
or his wife ; and as to Stockin, he was not put down 
in three polls: that being twice called, he anſwered 
for Mr. Walcot, and Mr. Bret; but the bailiff pre- 
tending he did not hear, called him again, and 
then ſet him down for Mr. Maſon, and Mr. Bret. 
Then they proceeded to add to their poll Samuel 
James, and called three witneſſes, who ſaid, James 
voted formerly for Sir William Brownlow : but it 
was owned that he lodged in town as a ſervant, and 
was a fort of a travelling perſon. | 

Walter Coning ſaid, Thomas Waters was his 
bedfcllow, and he was an houſekeeper In this bo- 
rough. 

It was admitted by Mr. Maſon's counſel, that 


theſe offered to vote for the petitioner, but were re- 


fuſed. 

For the ſitting member they then called three wit; 

neſſes, who ſaid, Stockin did once, and but once, 
name Mr. Malcot by miſtake, and preſently re- 
trated, and voted for Mr. Bret, and Mr, Maſon : 
and Robert Maſon ſaid, Samuel James was no in- 
habitant : and Jones ſaid, that the bailiff did give 
his vote for Mr. Bret, and Mr. Maſon. 
Charles Bright ſaid, Richard Woollaſton owned 
he had no buſineſs at London, and had nothing 
to ſay againſt Mr. Maſon, or any concerned for 
him. 

Charles Jones and Robert Owen ſaid, they heard 
Edward Minton ſay, if Mr. Maſon was elected, 
there would be three or four of them go to London 
and turn him out, right or wrong: and Owen ſaid, 
William Minton faid, Mr. Maſon ſhould never ſit 
in the houſe. | 

Jones and Colebatch ſaid, they were at Pugh's 
when Winton and Adams were there; and Cole- 
batch ſaid he was nearer to Mr. Maſon than Min- 
ton; and they did not hear Mr. Maſon make any 
promiſe to Adams, in caſe he would vote for him: 
and Colebatch and Holmes ſaid, Adams promiſed 
his vote for Mr. Maſon before he came to town. 
Jones ſaid, Adams told Mr. Maſon, he had voted 
for him before, and would again. —Holmes'ſaid, 
Adams held his houſe of Mr. Maſon, ſen. three years, 
at Lady-day, at nine pounds a year, and had paid 


three pounds, in part of rent, ſince Chriſtmas : 
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that Mr. Maſon did not come to town till the day 
before the day of election, and declared he would 
not f. with any of the Mintons. 

Joſiah Hoggin ſaid, he held lands of old Mr. 
Maſon, and that the ſitting member had nothing to 
do with the eſtate ; and all Mr. Maſon's. votes were. 
engaged to him before he came, except the two 
Nortons. 

Three TOY ſaid, 4 ames and Waters lived 
at Coleback, and had no votes. Jahn Jones and 
John James ſaid, old Mr. Maſon was badſighted, 
and but ſeldom went any where without company; 
and they were with him at Jones's, when Edward 
Minton came in; and Mr. Maſon bid them obſerve 
what he ſaid, for they would put bribery upon him : 
that he aſked Minton's vote, who ſaid he would 
conſider of it; to which he replied, if he would 
not, he could ſay nothing to it: that Minton aſked 
him to let him have an houſe, but Mr. Maſon lad. 
he had none to let for the preſent. _ 

They then proceeded to diſqualify ſome of the 
' petitioner s votes, and firſt objected to Mr. Maſon's 
own vote. 

Colebatch faid, Stephen Minton lived in an houſe 
built for the poor, and had Mr. Tanner's charity 
that Nathanael Nicholas and Bright's wife had Mr. 
Tanner's charity, 

They then proceeded on the charge of bribery. 

Samuel Lloyd faid, he had twenty. ſhillings of 
Mr. Pugh to vote for Mr. Walcot, alſo eight ſtrikes 
of malt ; but being excepted, as receiving charity, 
and voting on both ſides, it was not inſiſted on. 

Charles Bright ſaid, the petitioner offered him 
five pounds for his vote, and gave his man two ſhil- 
lings and ſixpence to give him, and ſaid he would 
make it five pounds next morning; but the ſaid 
Bright owned he did not promiſe him, nor vote for 
him; but the next morning offered him (the peti- 
tioner) the two ſhillings and ſixpence, but he bade 
him keep it, and ſaid he would make it up. He 
voted for Mr. Bret and Mr. Maſon. 

Hugh Maſon ſaid, the petitioner owed him forty 
ſhillings, for drink at a former election, which he 
could not get till Mr. Groves aſked his vote, when 
he inſiſted on being paid; and Mr. Groves defired 
him to accept thirty ſhillings in part, and promiſed 
the other ten ; but he voted for Mr. Maſon and 
Mr. Bret. [4 

In reply, the petitioner” s counſel called, 


Mr. Brent, who ſaid, he was a ſworn clerk, 


and did not hear the bailiff give his vote. 
Richard Woollaſton ſaid, Charles Bright denied 
that the petitioner gave him any money: Upon che 
whole, the committee reſolved; 

That Charles Maſon, eſquire,- is not duly elected 
+ burgeſs, to, ſerve in parliament, for. this borough. 
That George Walcot, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament, for this borough. 
- To the firſt reſolution the houſe agreed, on a ſe- 
cond reading, without a diviſion : and alſo to the 
K&cond, on à diviſion. | 

April 2, 1902. A motion was made, and the 
queſtion was put, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his 
warrant to the clerk of the Crown, to make out a 
new writ ſor electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament, for this borough, in the room of 
Charles Maſon, eſquire, who has been adjudged not 
to be duly elected. 
A paſſed in the negative. EN 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of Richard Harnage, 
Eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner, 
and Charles Walcot, pre. | were duly ele&ed 
members, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 


this borough, 


majority of legal votets ; 
notwithſtandi 


Pugh, bailiff of the ſaid 


rs 


borough, 2 to poll many good voters for the 


petitioner and Mr. Walcot, and polled many un- 
qualified perſons for Charles Maſon, eſquire, and 
Henry Brett, eſquire; who, by bribery, and other 
indirect means of their agents, have procured them- 
ſelves to be returned, in wrong to the petitioner : 
and praying &c.. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the mn and 
report it with their opinion. 

ioth. A of Charles Walcot, n was 
read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of members, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this borough, 
Henry Brett, Charles Maſon, Richard Harnage, 
and the petitioner, were candidates; and that the 
petitioner and Mr. Harnage were duly elected by a 
majority of the legal vaters of the faid borough, 
and ought to have been returned; but Morris Pugh, 
bailiff of the ſaid borough, refuſed to take the votes 
of many, who voted for the petitioner and Mr, 
Harnage, and admitted others in the ſame capacity 

to vote for the other candidates; whereby, and by 
—— and other undue practices of the ſaid Ma: 
ſon, he and Mr. Brett were returned, in wrong to 
the petitioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the , and 
report it with their opinion. 

Jan. z7th. Ordered, that Mr. n have 
leave to withdraw his petition. 

Feb. 4th. Ordered, that Mr. Walcot have leave 
to withdraw his petition. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of Charles Maſon, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes, to — in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough, the petitioner, Robert Raymond, 
eſquire, (now Sir Robert) and Richard Harnage, 
eſquire, were candidates: that the petitioner was 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned with 
Sir Robert Raymond; but by bribery, menaces 
and treats of Mr. Harnage and his agents, they 
procured a majority of votes, whereby Mr. Har- 
m 45. ae, in wrong 0 che petitioner: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report it with their opinion. | 
March 5, 1913. A petition of Sir Charles-Lloyd, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the election 
for this borough, the petitioner, Sir Robert Ray- 
mond, knight, and Richard Harnage, eſquire, were 
candidates: that the petitioner did require the ſaid 
Ms. Harnage to take the, oath of qualification, 
which he did not at that time, nor ſince bath ; that 
the ſaid Sir Robert Raymond and Richard Har- 
nage, and agents, are guilty. of bribery, treats, &c. 
by which means they are unduly returned, in wrong 


of the petitioner : and praying &c. 


_ Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections wo examine the matter, and 
report it with their opinion. 

March 31, 1718. A petitionof Edward Lord Har- 
ley was read; ſhewing, the petitioner was candi- 
date at the election for this — and had 2 
majority of legal votes; but Charles Maſon, and 
Richard Harnage, eſquires, and agents, did, by 
bribes and other illegal practices, procure themſelves 
to be returned; and the petitioner humbly repre- 
ſenta, that the ſaid Charles Maſon was not qualified: 


and dc. 
. Ordered, 
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The Borough of BISHO HS CASTLE. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter with their opinion. | 
March 6, 1716. The ſame petition was again read, 
and referred as befor. 

Dec. 4, 1717. The ſame petition was again read, 
and referred in like manner. 
Oct. 19, 1722. A petition of Charles Maſon, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
William Peer Williams, Bowater Vernon, eſquires, 
and the petitioner, were candidates; that the ſaid 
Mr. Vernon, and his agents, were guilty of noto- 
rious bribery and corrupt practices, in order to pro- 
cure the ſaid Mr. Vernon to be returned, and he is 
returned accordingly ; that many perſons who had 
a right to poll, offered to vote for the petitioner, 
but were refuſed : and praying &c. 

Ordered; that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter with their opinion. 

Jan. 22, 1723. The ſaid petition was again read, 
and referred as before. 

Tah. 3, 1724. The ſaid petition was again read, 
and referred in like manner. 


Jan. 21, 1725. The ſaid petition was again read, 
and referred. as before. . "a 
April 20, 1726. Ordered, the report to be made 
on Tueſday next. | 
26th. Mr. Gibbon reported the merits of the 
faid petition, as follows, , 
That the committee had examined the matter of 
the election, and the poll was, | 
For Mr, Vernon 52. 
For Mr. Maſon 16. | 
That the petitioner's counſel objected bribery to 
all Mr. Vernon's voters, and called 


$44 7 14 


John Richards faid, that the ſaid Jeremiah Brown, 
junior, about nine days before the election, gave 
im ſix pounds, and ſix guineas more about two 

days before the election, to vote for Mr. Vernon; 
and his wife had a guinea. 
Stephen Lloyd ſaid, the ſaid Brown, Charles 
Waters, and John Woollaſton, who were agents for 
Mr. Vernon, gave him, at ſeveral times, 12 1. for 
his vote; and that Richard Vernon, another agent 
for Mr, Vernon, gave his wife one guinea. | 

Samuel Richards, juoior, lud, thar John Wool: 
laſton gave him fix pounds, and that James Comp- 
ſon gave him the like ſum to vote for Mr. Vernon. 
Samuel Lloyd ſaid, that James Compſon gave 
John Sku and ries ſix We Rs LEE 
for Mx. Vernon; and Jeremiah Brown, junior, 
gave his wife a guine. | 

Richard Colbatch ſaid, that John Woollaſton, 
and Brown, gave him 12 J. to vote for Mr. Vernon, 
and his wife told him Mr. Vernon gave her one 
Suinea; that Jahn Bright told him be had 30 l. 
and Robert Minton, Junior, ſaid, he had 25 l. 
for young, for Mr, Vetnon, but did not ſay who 
Wave ie; he alſo named. pir 
they had had each 12 J. for voting for Mr. Vernon; 
and ſome of their wives had a guinea each, but 


John Woollaſton ſaid, Mr. Richard 
him ſix guineas for- his vote. 

Jeremiah Brown, junior, ſaid, Mr. Vernon gave 
him 50 guineas for vating and acting for him, and 
Mr. Vernon alſo declared he had brought down 


Vernon gave 


nine others, who owned 


money to carry the election, if that would do it. 

Walter Woollaſton ſaid, he, Robert Minton, 
junior, Robert Woollaſton, and Joſeph Bright, had 
each 24 J. for their votes for Mr. Vernon, viz. 
12 1. of Mr. Compſon, and the like ſum of Mr. 
Richard Vernon, who were agents for Mr. Vernon 


and that he ſaw Mr. Compſon give 121. to John 


Giffard, clerk, for his vote for Mr. Vernon; alſo 
he ſaw 121. a piece given to ten others, who he 
named, viz. fix pound each by Mr. Compſon, and 
ſix pounds by Mr. Richard Vernon, for votes for Mr. 
Vernon ; and was preſent when Mr. Compſon gave 
ſix pounds each to ſix others, and promiſed each ſix 
pounds more to vote for Mr. Vernon. 

Mary Seyes ſaid, Farmer, Bright, and Edward 
Woollaſton, rold her they had 12 1. each given them 
for their votes for Mr. Vernon; and Bright ſaid, 
he had alſo a guinea for his mother; and the wit- 
neſs ſaid, ſhe had alſo a guinea from John Wool- 
laſton. Richard Jones ſaid, he ſaw Mr. Thomas 
Abley, an agent for Mr. Vernon, give John Jones, 
his father, twenty guineas to vote for Mr. Vernon. 

William Price ſaid, Richard Moor told him 
that Brown, junior, gave him fix pounds, and that 
he had after ſix more of Mr. Vernon, to vote for 
him, and, | 

Richard Woollaſton ſaid, he had money, but he 
did not ſay how much. | 

Mary Harcor ſaid, that Brown, junior, gave 
her 27 l. for her late huſband, John Seyes, voting 
for Mr. Vernon, and ſhe had one guinea. 

Price ſaid, Minton, junior, told him that Mr. Ri- 
chard Vernon gave him 24 1. to vote for Mr. Vernon, 
and a guinea to his wife, for giving a ſingle vote 
for Mr. Vernon. 

. George Vaughan ſaid, Wotton told him Mr. 
Compſon gave him 121. for his vote for Mr. Ver- 
non, at twice, and a guinea to his wife. 

John Wotton ſaid, he ſaw Compſon give Wil- 
liam Wotton 6 1. for his vote for Mr. Vernon. 

Several of the witneſſes ſaid, that moſt of the 
petitioners voters thus bribed, were tenants to the 
petitioner, and always in his intereſt; and that in 
general they declared they would have voted for 
the petitioner, but for the ſitting member's money. 

Mr. Vernon's counſel objected bribery to the pe- 
titioner, and called, | 

Walter Pugh, who ſaid, he was there when 
Maurice Pugh, then bailiff and returning officer for 
this borough, aſked John Woollaſton, junior, for 
his vote for Mr. Maſon, and gave him 10 l. for it. 

That Richard Moor told him; in his journey to 
London on this occaſion, that Mr. Cole, parſon 
of the pariſh, gave him three pounds; and Mr. 
Morrice promiſed to make it up ten pounds to vote 
for Mr. Maſon, but he voted for Mr. Vernon. 

Mr. Vernon's counſel objected to the qualifica- 
tion of Mr. Maſon, but produced no evidence, 

The petitioner's counſel in reply, called to the 
credit of Walter Pugh, Mr. Vernon's witneſs, 
Mary Seyes, who ſaid, Pugh complained to her 
how unkind his father had been to-him in forcing 
him to vote for Mr. Maſon, for nothing; and not 
letting him take Mr. Vernon's 151 ; but ſaid, he 
would be paid for his labour, and his coming up 
to town would be of no uſe unleſs he was well paid 
for it. 

The committee reſolved, 

That Bowater Vernon is not duly elected a bur- 
geſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for thi 
borough. 


* 


That 
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That Charles Maſon is duly elected a burgeſs, Ordered, a warrant ſhall go out for a new electi- 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this bo- on, in the place of Sir Miles Fleetwood. 
rough; which being twice read, were agreed to Ordered, Mr. Lovell ſhall be ſent for by the fer. 
by the houſe, and the return ordeted to be a- jeant forthwith, and come to the bar upon his knee. 
mended. | He to be ſet by, as a man incapable of the elec- 
| tion. 

April 29, 1624. Mr. Glanville reports from the 
committee of privileges for Dr. Harris. Committee 
have enjoined him to attend de die in diem: ſent forhim "4 
and the witneſſes : Find at the laſt committee, where Jouny 
he was preſent, that he ſaid, all, that a gentleman of 773 
this houſe had ſaid, was lies. Committee clearly ſa- 
tisfied, that it is a great and high offence. — Opinion, 
now to come to the bar as a delinquent, and he be ad · 
moniſhed ; and to confeſs his fault here, and in the 
country, in the pulpit of his pariſh church, on Sun- 
day ſevennight, before his ſermon. | 

Reſolved, he ſhall be brought to the bar to-mor- 
row. 
30th. Dr. Harris brought to the bar, and kneel- 
ed. Mr. Speaker let him underſtand his offence, . 
Did publiſh a letter in the church: either read it, 
or told them the effect of it. Mr. Lovell under- 
took another election. He was preſent: Did la- 
bour two voices for him. Was told, that Lady 
Howard had withdrawn the penſion : Might fay, 
that ſhe would do it. Did ſpeak theſe words : 

« That if the laity and [clergy] make not one 


a A 


 BLETCHINGLY. 
HIS borough is ſituate in the county of 
| Surrey, and has returned members to parlia- 
Willis's ment from the 23d of King Edward the firſt. The 
Notiria, entatives were elected in the county court, the 
'745* 5*fecond of Henry the Fifth, as appears by the ſhe- 
riff's return of that year [which ſee in the Appendix. ] 
There have been ſeveral conteſted elections, of which 
I meet with the following accounts in the Jour- 
nals, | 
Mar. 3, 1623. Mr. Glandvyle offers a report from 
the committee of privileges concerning this bo- 
rough. — Two petitions from this borough : one, 
Lovel pretended to be duly choſen ; a croſs pe- 
tition, that Mr. Lovel had miſcarried himſelf, Sir 
9 Miles Fleetwood, double returned, waved this bo- 
rough. To have him report to the houſe, that the 
going forth of the warrant for this borough, till the 
buſineſs be ended at the committee. 
| Ordered to be ſtayed, if not gone already. 
Commons Mar. 22. Mr. Glandvyle reports. Sir Miles Fleet- 
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* wood duly cholen, but made his election to ſerve 
for another place. An undue practice in Lovell. 
— The caſe thus: This borough no corporation : 
They have only to do with the election. The pre- 
cept not delivered to the borough, but to the bai. 
liffs. Warning given to all men.— Choſe Mr, Hey- 
ward, and Sir Miles Fleetwood. — Committee re- 
ſolved, 1. That the bailiff nothing to do with 
the election. 2. None but the borough holders 
ought to have votes. 3. Mr. Heyward was well 
elected, although no publick officer gave notice. — 
The- miſdemeanor of two : Dr. Harris had been 
too buſy in this. 1. Gave out, Lady Howard 
would take away twenty nobles a year from the 
town, if they did not chuſe.——Proved by one wit- 
neſs, Mr. Lovell excepted againſt for his religion. 
Propounded no puniſhment: —To ſtand at the bar: 
To give him an admonition, and to let him know 
he had been too buſy in this matter. For Mr. 
Lovell; reſolved, that he had committed a great 
offence againſt this houſe. _ 1. They found, he had 
not received the communion fince Eaſter twelve 
months, becauſe our of charity. His mother a re- 
cuſant, his brother a prieſt, and his daughter a nun. 
It appeared that Lovell ſer theſe men a-work ; gave 
them ſixpence to drink, and they were to give him 
fix pounds it they did not chuſe him or his 
friend. Laſtly, threatned the town, that that which 
Was- given by Lady Maynard ot an aſſembly 
of inmates to ſeal an indenture: Sealed this with- 


out any warrant : Delivered it without the ſheriff - 


in his prefence.—They think fit he is to be com- 
mitted to the Tower, during the pleaſure of the 


houſe z not to be enlarged till he ſubmit; and the 


warrant | 
Reſolved, on the queſtion, the bailiffs have no- 

thing to do with the election : 

-holders ought to have voice. 
That Mr. Hayward is well elected. 


Mr. Fanſhaw :—the doctor has preached lately a 
ſermon againſt the committee. The notes of it 


read. Very ill pulpit language. FF 

Ordered, the paper to be referred to the commit- 
tee of privileges; and they to have power to ſead 
for him, and the witneſſes, 


mittee of privileges two things: 


none but borough- 


ard 
Poll was, 


© body, would come no more in the I pulpit. ]“ 
Did preach of that text the day following, 26 Mat- 
thew ; but choſe it not purpoſely : Did fay, that 
he the more willing did handle it, becauſe he was 
ſenſible of the like wrong, —Humbly ſubmits to the 
cenſure of the houſe, and is heartily ſorry for what 
he has done. | 
Kneeling at bar, Mr. Speaker pronounced this 
ſentence on him : that he ſhall at the bar ac- 
knowledge his offence, 'and defire pardon ; and 
Sunday ſevennight, in the pulpit at his own pariſh 
church, acknowledge his offence, and crave pardon 
there ; and not to rake any occaſion by this to trou- 


ble any of his neighbours, or pariſhioners ; but to 
live in peace and charity 


among them. 
Acknowledges his' offence, and is heartily ſorry 
for it: deſires pardon of the houſe, Diſcharged, 


doing the like in the country, according to the order 
of the houſe. | 


April 17, 1640. Mr. Jones reports from the com- 
1. Concerning 
Mr. Biſſe—2. Three returns; one for himſelf, one 
for Mr. Hoſkins, and one for Sir Francis Carew; 


—23 for Mr. Biſs, 12 for one of the others, and 


11 for the other, — | 
Committee thought Mr. Biſſe well elected, and 


well returned. 


was agyted by both pertis wo be dlefted. "The 
; ar 
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The Borough of BLE THIN OI v. 


For Mr. Howard 5 
Mr. Thompſon 295 
. The petitioner 40. ; 
The petitioner inſiſted the bailiff had, without juſt 
cauſe, declared againſt 24 of his votes, and ſo Mr. 
Thompſon elected; and called, 

Mr. Richard Bromhall, and others, who ſaid, 
they were at the election; and after all was polled, 
Sir Robert Clayton ſaid, he had queried, and found 
Mr. Evelyn had but 16 legal votes : that Mr. Eve- 
lyn offered to ſhew the titles of many of them, but 
Sir Robert ſaid his friends had not their titles, 
and that was not the proper place to determine that 
matter: that Mr. Howard, and the petitioner, fat 
between the bailiff and Sir Robert Clayton: that 
Sir Robert aſked ſeveral voters if they had a bur- 
gage tenure z and if the bailiff ſaid, he did not know 
any particular voter, then Sir Robert ſaid, he was 
not ſound, and ſo he was put by : and afterwards 
Sir Robert bid the bailiff fill up the indenture with 
Mr. Howard's, and Mr. Thompſon's names, and 
ſaid he would ſtand by him; and if Mr. Evelyn 
petitioned, Sir John Thompſon's intereſt and his, 
would bring him off. + + 
Richard Jewell, and others, ſaid the ſame, as to 
Mr. Evelyn's petitioning. 

Mr. Bromfield ſaid, one Butterly was objected to 
when he voted for the petitioner ; but when he ot- 
fered for Mr. Thompſon, was allowed. 

Then the petitioner proceeded to diſqualify ſeveral 
of the ſitting member's voters ; and called, 

Coleman and Jewell, who ſaid, they lived in the 
borough, and did not know that Thomas Firmin, 
Dean Monteth, John Kendrick, Anthony Keck, 
Samuel Naſh, William Lightfoot, John Wiſe, Wil- 
liam Clayton, Samuel James, and Thomas Fowler, 
had burgage houſes to vote for; but Jewell ſaid 
they had voted formerly ; but the report was, that 
Sir Robert Clayton had bought in their names; and 
he looked on them as truſtees for Sir Robert. 

Charles Armet produced the will, whereby the 
eſtate, which Thomas Burton pretended to, was 
given to his ſiſter for her life: and William Ruſſel 
ſaid, ſhe was the reputed owner; and ſaid, Wil- 
liam Wood, and John Saxby, voted for the ſame 
houſe. | 

For the ſitting member were called, 

Mr. Bonwick and Mr. Kendrick, who ſaid, they 
were at the election, and ſaw nothing but what was 


fair: that the bailiff aſked the electors, as they 


came to poll, before they ſaid who they were for, 
where their freehold lay ; but they refuſed to give 
account, and ſaid they would be allowed before the 
committee of elections: owned the petitioner did 
ſay, he had writings to make ſeveral of his voters 
good, but did not offer to produce them. 

Mr. Kendrick ſaid, the voters excepted to had 
voted formerly; and that he himſelf had voted ſince 
1682 : that widow Palmer was his tenant, and the 
conſideration of his purchaſe was paid by Mr. Tho- 
mas Clayton: that he had not actually received 
rent, but Mr. Clayton was accountable to him for 
it : that Sir Robert Clayton kept all the deeds of 
all his eſtate, and he received this deed on the morn- 
ing, of Sir Robert Clayton. 

John Snolly, and others, ſaid, that one houſe has 
but one vote ; but believes, there are now more 
votes than formerly. | . 

Barton ſaid, he did not think there were 40 good 
votes in the borough : and Chapman ſaid there 
were 54 or 55 burgage houſes ; that ſome had been 
built upon old burgage lands, which had votes. 


Then proceeded to make good the votes excepted 
W 0 | 


Stephen Locker proved Firmin's deed, and was a 
witneſs to the written receipt, but ſaw no money 


paid, and that he lived with Sir Robert Clayton when 


the deed was executed. 

Thomas Burton and Mr. Martingale ſaid, Mr. 
Dean Monteth had voted formerly two or three 
times; and Mr. Kendrick, Keck, Naſh, and Light- 
foot, had alſo voted formerly. 

Locker proved Mr. Lightfoot's deed. 
Burton and Martingale ſaid, Mr. Wiſe, Mr. 
Clayton, Mr. James, and Mr. Burton, had voted 

re; and a fine was produced for Samuel James; 
and Wood, or Saxby, have one of them a vote. 

Then proceeded to except to the petitioner's 
votes; and called Chapman and Beane, who ſaid, 
William Partridge kept the free ſchool, and voted 
for the ſchool houſe; which they did not know, had 
been done before. 

Beane ſaid, Richard Wright owned that Mr. 

Evelyn would ſell him a piece of land to vote for 
him: and Wright ſaid, he bought a burgage houſe 
of Mr. Evelyn before the election, and paid five 
ſhillings in part. 
Bonwick ſaid, that Peter Huſſey ſaid, the night 
before the election, if he had a vote, as he had nor, 
he would give one vote for his father ; but who he 
ſhould give the other for, he did not know. 

Chapman and Martingale ſaid, that Robert Shall- 
croſs had no houſe to vote for, but voted for 
Bletchingly houſe, he had in right of his wife; and 
that John Ruſſell, William Ruſſel, John Life, John 
Symonds, Richard Hays, ſenior, Richard Wright, 
Richard Miles, Richard Dewy, James Samborn, 


John Hugget, Thomas Hugget, Michael Burgeſs, 


Robert Bricklove, John Bradſhaw, Thomas Northy, 
John Jewell, William Jewell, Richard Bromhall, 
Thomas Bromfield, and William Gregory, had no 
houſes to vote for ; that they knew no Robert Al- 
len, or Edward Haberfield : that John Gregory was 
dead. 

To juſtify theſe was called, 
Mr. Drake, who proved the deeds to John 
Ruſſell, and William Ruſſell; and that William 
Ruſſell had voted before. Deeds were dated 1678. 

Ball proved a deed to Edward Haberfield, dated 
1687 : alſo another to Richard Bromhall, of the 
ſame date: alſo another to Thomas Bromſield, 1688; 
but this was objected to, becauſe part of a meſſuage : 
another, dated 1691, to Robert and John Jewell, 
of two ineſſuages : and Richard Jewell proved 
ninety pounds conſideration money paid for it. 


John Ruſſell proved Thomas Hugget's deed, and | 


conſideration paid. 

William Griſbrook ſaid, he gave his ſon, John 
Griſbrook, a burgage of forty ſhillings per year, 
and executed a conveyance for it. 

John Ruſſell ſaid, the ſchool houſe had voted 
formerly. ; 

Richard Jewell faid, Bletchingly-houſe is in the 
middle of the borough, and in the writings is reck- 
oned two burgage tenures ; and believes Cowper 
voted for it in King James's time. 

Richard Hays faid, Richard Hays, ſenior, had 
an houſe in the borough, and paid twenty pounds 
for it; and fold it to him the 2oth of September, 
and votes for another himſelf. William Lifle 
proved the deed. 

. In reply, it was inſiſted by the fitting member's 
counſel, that he had witneſſes to prove the excepti- 


ons to ſeveral votes endeavoured to be juſtified by 
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the petitioner, and particularly to prove the deeds 
were ſome of them made in truſt: but the com- 
mittee were of opinion, that this evidence ought to 
have been offered, when the objections were firſt 
made, and thereupon reſolved, 

That Maurice Thompſon, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That George Evelyn is duly elected a burgels to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough. 

The firſt reſolution was read a ſecond time. 

Reſolved, the conſideration of the merits of this 
election be recommitted. 

Ordered, that the merits of this election be heard 
on Tueſday in the afternoon, by the committee. 

Ordered, that the committee do hear the evidence 
on both ſides, not already heard. 

13th. Ordered, the report be received on Tueſday 
next. 

18th. Report made, that the committee had 
heard the evidence on both ſides, not before heard; 
and to anſwer Mr. Drake's evidence as to Ruſſell's 
conveyance, was called 

Blake; who ſaid he lived in the houſe ſuppoſed 
to be John Ruſſell's, but paid the rent to his father 
till the Michaelmas half year, and ſaid John Ruſſell 
brought in Shaw before Michaelmas to repair his 
houſe, and had voted before. 

Withers ſaid, he lived in William Ruſſell's houſe, 
but John Ruſſell received the rent in his own right, 
but owned William Ruſſell ſaid, four years ſince, the 
houſe was his. | 
As to Haberfield, Bennet the tenant ſaid, he paid 
the rent to ſquire Evelyn, and never heard Haber- 
field was his landlord. 

Thomas Burton ſaid, the two meſſuages ſaid to 
belong to Richard Jewell, and John Jewell, it was 
formerly only one tenement ; that as to Huggit's 
houſe, he never knew it vote belle 

John Griſbrook was proved a minor Ante copy of 
the regiſter. William Miles and Gerard aid, 
Bletchingly-houſe was a cuſtomary houſe, and had 
no votez nor did Cowper vote for it, but was 
turned back. 

Thomas Burton ſaid, Richard Hays, junior, had 
but one houſe that formerly voted ; that the houſe 
purchaſed by the men was upon che upland, and 
had no vote ; but owned that Richard Hays, junior's, 
houſe had been made into two tenements 20 years, 
and though they were under one roof, had two 
doors into the ſtreet. 

The petitioner called only John Ruſſell, ſenior, 
who ſaid : he had accounted for rent to William 
Ruſſell, his ſon ; and both his ſons had voted many 
years, and five or ſix years for Sir Robert Clayton. 

Then the former report was read, 

And the queſtion put, that Maurice Thompſon, 
eſquire, is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough, on a divifon, 
it was reſolved in the affirmative. 

Nov. 21, 1715. ' Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Thomas Onſlow, eſquire, made out ranger 
of his majeſty” 8 foreſt of Windſor. 


BODMIN. 


Brady 45. T2. borough is ſituate in the county of 
Ss. is Cornwall : was created a borough by charter 
9. by In. of Richard Earl of Cornwall, which charter was 
zan. recited and partly confirmed by King Edward I. 

It has returned members to parliament from the 


P. © 
agd of Edward I. as appears by Dr. Willis's liſt. 


Its preſent government, which was conſtituted by 
charter 15th James I, is by a mayor, and 36 bur. 
geſſes. The . memoirs relating to the elections 1 
have met with, are as follow, | 

1661. In this parliament there were nn re- 
turns for this borough, which came before the 
committee of privileges for to be conſidered; and 
May 136th, Serjeant Charleton makes report, 
from the ſame committee, that Sir John Carew 
was returned in two ſingle indentures by the may- 
or; that Hender Roberts, eſquire, was returned 
likewiſe in two ſingle indentures, whereof one was 
by the mayor; that the ſaid Mr, Roberts, and Sir 
James Smith, returned by another indenture ; and 
the ſaid Sir John Carew, and Barnard Greenville 
by another indenture : and the committee were of 
opinion, that Sir John Carew, and Mr. Roberts 
being only returned by the mayor, ſhould fit, until 
the merits of the cauſe touching the election ſhould 
be determined. 

This matter doth not appear to be heard after. 

Jan. 17, 1706. A petition of Sir John Leak, 
knight, was read ; ſhewing, that upon the death of 
John Hoblyn, eſquire, a burgeſs for this borough, 
a writ iſſued for electing a burgeſs in his room: 
that the election is in the magiſtrates, common 
council, and ſcot and lot men: that, at the election, 
the town clerk propoſed Thomas Hern, eſquire, for 
their burgeſs, and one of the magiſtrates propoſed 
the petitioner ; and thereupon the town cleik called 
over the mayor's name, and his own, and the ma- 
giſtrates and common council, of whom Mr. Hern 
had a majority; and the town clerk directed the 
mayor to declare Mr. Hern elected, and immediate- 
ly hurried out of the hall, without taking any votes 
of the ſcot and lot men, although they deſired to 
poll for the petitioner; yet their names, to the 
number of 80, were taken down ; by whom, and 
the magiſtrates that voted for the petitioner, he had 
a great majority, and ought to have been returned 
and to that end an indenture, ſubſcribed by the pe- 
titioner's voters, was tendered to the mayor, to be 
annexed to the precept ; but he refuſed the ſame, 
and hath returned Mr. Hern, in wrong of the peti- 
tioner, and the antient rights of the ſaid borough : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report it with their opinion. 

Oct. 19, 1722. A petition of Robert Viſcount 
Moleſworth of the kingdom of Ireland, and Charles 
Legh, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
election of members to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, the petitioners and Iſaac Leheup, and 
Richard Weſt, eſquires, were candidates; the pe- 
titioners had a majority of legal votes, and ought 
to have been returned; but John Williams without 
any lawful authority, being poſſeſſed of the precept 


delivered him by Edward Hoblyn, eſquire, ſheriff 


of the county, did take upon him in an unwar- 
rantable manner, to act as mayor; that Mr. Wil- 
liam Philips, laſt legal mayor of this borough, took 
a regular poll, upon which, the numbers for the 
. petitioners, ſtood 93 each; and. for: the ſaid Mr. 
Leheup and Mr. Weſt 19 each; in. purſuance 
thereof declared the petitioners duly elected, and 
drew up an indenture, and the town ſeal was affixed 
to it, which ſaid indenture was refuſed by the ſhe- 
riff : by theſe and many other unwarrantable prac- 
tices of the ſaid Mr. Hoblyn and Mr. Williams, 
and their agents, returned the ſaid Mr. Leheup 
and Mr. Weſt to the great prejudice of the peti- 
nioners : and praying &c. Ordered, 
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Ordered, that it be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections, and that they do exa- 
mine the. mater thereof, and report the ſame with 
their opinion. | 1 

A petition of William Philips of this borough, 
gentleman, was read; ſhewing, that Edward Hob- 
lyn, eſquire, ſheriff of the ſaid county, did in an ar- 
bitary manner deliver the precept to one John 
Williams; although the petitioner before the deli- 
very of the precept, to the ſaid Williams, made a 
demand thereof, as being the laſt legal mayor; yet 
the faid John Williams, notwithſtanding this and 
other cautions given him, did irregularly take upon 
him the office of mayor, and made a return of 
Ifaac Leheup, and Richard Weſt, eſquires: the 
petitioners notwithſtanding theſe unwarrantable 
practices of the ſaid Mr. Hoblyn, and Mr. Wil- 
liams, attended at the uſual place of the election, 
where the petitioner proceeded after a regal manner 
to take the poll ; upon which the ſaid Lord Moleſ- 
worth, and Mr. Legh had a very great majority, 
whereof the petitioner drew up an indenture, and 
tendered the ſame with the town ſeal affixed, to the 
ſaid ſheriff, which he refuſed, and returned the ſaid 
Mr. Leheup, and Mr. Weſt, to the prejudice of 
the ſaid petitioner, and the rights of the ſaid bo- 
rough : and praying &c. 
| Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, and that they 
do examine the matter thereof, and report the ſame 
with their opinion. 

May 31, 1725. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 

liament for this borough, in the room of Ri- 
chard Weſt, eſquire, made Lord Chancellor of 
Ireland, | 


BOROUGHBRIDGE. 


HIS borough is ſituate in the county of York. 
Queen Mary firſt fummoned it to ſend re- 
preſentatives to parliament in 1553. 

The memoirs relating to its elections I have met 
with, are what follow, 

Jan. 7, 1673. A petition of the burgeſſes and 
boroughmen of this borough was preſented to the 
houſe, complaining of the undue return of Sir 
Henry Goodrick to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough, in prejudice of the petitioners. 

Alſo, a petition of Sir James Long, baronet, 
complaining of the ſaid return in injury of the peti- 
tioner, who was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report it with their opinion. 

March 24, 1689. A petition of Sir Bryan Staple- 
ton, baronet, was read; ſhewing, that he was duly 
elected for this borough by the majority of votes; 
yet Sir Chriftopher Wandesford, baronet, the pre- 
ſent high ſheriff hath returned Sir Chriſtopher Vane, 
as elected, in the place of the petitioner, by dire&- 
ing the prevepe to an illegal bailiff of the ſaid bo- 
rough, who ſuffered many to poll who had no 
right ſo to do, and returned the indenture, although 
the majority of the legal voters proteſted againſt the 
{ame : praying the conſideration of the houſe. 

Ordered, that the conſideration of it be referred 
to the committee of privileges and elections to ex- 
amine the matter, and report it with their opinion. 

Oct. 6, 1690. The ſame petition renewed, and re- 
ferred in like manner. 


Nov. 15th. Ordered, the report of the election 
for this borough to be received to-morrow morning. 

18th. Mr. Grey reported, that on the behalf of 
the petitioner it was proved, that he had 37 voices, 
which was more than thoſe who voted for Mr. 
Vane; that, for the fitting member, no poll was 
produced, but only the return: 
Upon which the committee reſolved, | 

That Chriſtopher Vane, eſquire, is riot duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. | 
That Sir Bryan Stapleton is duly elected a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough : with which the houſe agreed, and ordered 
the clerk of the crown to attend the next morning 
to amend the return. 

March go, 1715. A petition of Sir Bryan Staple- 
ton, baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
tion for this borough, Mr. Wilkinſon, and Mr. 
Steel, by threats, &c. have procured themſelves to 
be returned for the ſaid borough ; and that by the 
aſſiſtance of a noble Earl, a peer of this kingdom, 
have much influenced the ſaid election; and that 
Mr. Charles Wilkinſon, agent for the ſaid Earl, 
has been guilty of irregular practices for the fitting 
members, and in open court inſulted and threatned 
the petitioner's counſel ; and that the bailiff arbi- 
trarily rejected votes for the petitioner, and ad- 
mitted others for the ſitting members, and other il- 
legal practices were uſed by the bailiff; notwith- 
ſtanding the ſaid practices, the petitioner was duly 
elected by a legal majority, and ought to have 
been returned : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, and that they 
do examine the matters thereof, and report the ſame 
with their opinion. 

Jan. 22, 1717. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of Thomas Wilkinſon, eſquire, made receiver of 
the duties upon houſes in Yorkſhire, Durham, &c. 

Feb. 13th. A petition of John Stapleton, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt clection of a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 


this borough, in the room of Thomas Wilkinſon, | 


eſquire, who hath accepted the office of receiver 
general of the duties on houſes, for the counties of 
York, Durham, and Northumberland, Sir Wilfred 
Lawſon, baronet, and the petitioner were candi- 
dates; when the petitioner was duly elected to re- 
preſent the ſaid borough, and ought to have been 
returned accordingly ; but by the indirect and cor- 
rupt practices of the ſaid Sir Wilfred Lawſon, and 
his agents, particularly Mr. William Man, poſt- 
maſter of the ſaid borough, who took upon him- 
ſelf illegally to act as a bailiff thereof, he, the ſaid 
Sir Wilfred Lawſon, without being duly choſen, 
is returned inſtead of the petitioner : and praying &c. 
Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, and that they 
do examine the matter, and report the ſame : alſo 
A petition of ſeveral boroughmen of the ſaid 
borough, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was 
read; ſhewing, that a writ having lately iſſued for 
electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for the ſaid borough, in the room of Thomas Wil- 
kinſon, eſquire, whoſe election being void by his 
accepting the office of receiver general of the duties 
of houſes, for the counties of York, Durham, and 
Northumberland; Sir Wilfred Lawſon, baronet, 


and John Stapleton, eſquire, were candidates; and 


the ſaid Mr. Stapleton was then duly elected, by a 
| majority 
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64 The Boroughs of BosS$1NNEY and BosTON. 


majority of voters qualified to vote: notwithſtand- 
ing which, one Mr. William Man, poſtmaſter of 
the ſaid borough, under colour of being bailiff; 
to which office he was not duly elected; having got 
poſſeſſion of the ſheriff's precept, proceeded in an 
undue and irregular manner to the ſaid election; 
and has returned the ſaid Sir Wilfred Lawſon, 
though not duly elected, to the ſheriff, who hath 
made a return of him accordingly, to the manifeſt 
wrong and prejudice of the ſaid Mr. Stapleton, 
and the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter thereof with their opinion. 

June 11, 1720. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgefs for this borough, in the 
room of Sir Wilfrid Lawſon, baronet, made one 
of the grooms of his Majeſty's bed-chamber. 


BOSSINNEY, TRIVENA, or TIN- 
TAGELL. 


HIS borough is ſituated in the county of 

Cornwall, and was antiently made a borough 

Willis's by Richard Earl of Cornwall, in Henry the third's 

3 time; but was never repreſented in parliament until 

Ww King Edward the ſixth's time. The memoirs 1 
have met with of its elections are as follow. 

Nov. 14, 1640. There were ſeveral returns for 
this borough, which came before the committee of 
privileges and elections : and Mr. Maynard report- 
ed from the committee, that there were ſeveral in- 
dentures returned for burgeſſes for this borough ; 
the one returned by Mr. Coryton, the mayor of 
this town, and the other indentures returned pro- 
miſcuouſly. The committee are of opinion, that 
Sir Charles Herbert, who is returned by the ma- 
yor, upon view of the bare return is well returned; 
but declared by the houſe, Sir Charles Herbert not 
to fit in the houſe till the election be decided. Mr. 
Corryton, and alſo Sir Richard Butler, are com- 
manded to withdraw. 

Dec. 7. Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that the 
election of the burgeſſes for Boſſinney is void; and 
that a warrant do iſſue, under Mr. Speaker's hand, 
directed to the clerk of the Crown in Chancery, for 
a new writ, for electing of two burgeſſes for this 
town. 

Jan. 12. The caſe of Boſſinney, and every cir- 
cumſtance of it, is referred to the committee for 
-ivilegesz becauſe it was adjudged it would 
be determined upon the bare view of the inden- 
tures, it was moved it might be forthwith con- 
ſidered of. 

' Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that Sir Chriſto- 
pher Yelverton ſhall forbear to ſit as member of 
this houſe, till his election be determined. 

15th. The buſineſs, concerning the election for 
this borough, to ſtand as it does, till after Thurſ- 
day next; at which time, the committee of privileges 
is to enter into the conſideration of it. 

Feb. 15. Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that Sir 
Chriſtopher Yelverton ſhall not ſit as a member for 
this town, upon this return. 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that the election 
for this town is totally void ; and that a warrant 
iſſue, under Mr. Speaker” 8 hand, directed to the 
. Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, for a new writ. 

And the houſe doth farther declare, that they 
think it fit, in this caſe, that there be fix days no- 
rice given to the electors; after fuch time as the pre- 
cept comes to the officer of the town's hands, before 


they proceed to che election 


May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported from 
the committee, touching the ſeveral returns for 
this borough, that Robert Roberts, and Richard 
Rowſe, eſquires, are returned in two ſeveral in- 
dentures z and Anthony Buller, eſquire, by the bur- 
geſſes, in another indenture; and the opinion of 
the committee that Mr. Roberts, and Mr. Rowſe, 
ought to ſit, until the cauſe, touching the ſaid elec- 
tion, be determined ; which was agreed to by the 
houſe. 

No report, or any farther proceedings appear. 

June 1, 1685, A petitition- of Richard Duck, 
eſquire, concerning the election for this borough, 
was read, 

Ordered to be ref:rred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine, and report the 
ſame with their opinion. No report, appears. 

Feb. 14, 1700, A petition of John Maney, el- 
quire, was read; ſetting forth, that che petiuoncs 
was duly elected, and ought to have been returned 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough ; but John Tregagle, eſquire, ſet. up 
one Nathan Williams, as mayor, in oppoſition to 
Mr. William Taylor, the lawful, and ſworn mayor, 
and poſſeſſed of the borough's common ſeal and 
mace ; and procured the ſheriff's precept to be de- 
livered to Williams, who proceeded to election 
thereupon, though not the proper officer; and Mr. 
Tregagle, by entertainments, bribes, and other un- 
due means, gained the ſaid Williams, .and others, 
to vote for him; and Williams, who refuſed many 
good votes for the petitioner, had unjuſtly returned 
Mr. Tregagle, in wrong to the ſaid borough, and 
the petitioner : and that, by the like ill practices, 
Mr. Tregagle procured himſelf to be choſen the 
laſt parliament, by bribery out of his Majeſty's re- 
venue of the dutchy of Cornwall; whereof he is 
receiver, as the petitioner hath diſcovered ſince the 
riſing of the laſt ſeſſions ; and hopes to prove, if 
the houſe will hear the ſame. | | 

Ordered to be referred to the conſideration of the 
committee of privileges and elections to examine, 
and report the matter with their opinion. 

June 11, 1720, Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Henry Cartwright, made commiſſioner of 
the victualling office. 


BOSTON. x 


HIS borough is ſituate in the county of a 
Lincoln; and Mr. Willis writes, ſent to three wi! W 


councils, in 11, 26, and 27 of Edward the third; 1745 


and with him Mr. Prynn ſeems to agree : which Jat- , 
ter writes; the writs 26 and 27 Edw. III. (which — ie: 
are all he takes notice of) were directed Ballivis 4 Iv.2 
ville de Sanfto Botho, not to the ſheriff of the county,“ 
to elect, de quolibet burgo duos burgenſes, Sc. as writs 
of ſummons to parliament were : and the firſt was 
only, pro uno burgenſe; the ſecond, pro duobus burgen- 
ſibus, ad dictum conſilium (not parliamentum) apud W:/t- 
monaſterium mittend. to ſettle the ſtaple ; there being 
only one knight elected, and ſent out of each county, 
as the writs and retorns of them do atteſt; and theſe 
only out of particular counties and towns, ſeveral 
counties not having any writs for this purpoſe: though 
he writes, the contrary has been averred againſt, not 
only the words of the writs and retorns themſelves, 
but alſo of the printed prologue to the ſtatute 
of the ſtaple 27 Edw. III, which ſtiles it, our 
grand council at Weſtminſter ; as doth the ordi- 
nance of the fees of the mayor and conſtable « 
the 
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the ftaple, made the next parliament, in theſe 
words: Item, it is accorded and eſtabliſhed, that 
« all the ordinances made in the great council, beld 
« of Weſtminſter, the Monday next after the feaſt 
« of St. Matthew the Apoſtle laſt paſt ; together 
« with certain declarations and additions made in 
« this preſent parliament (purpoſely ſummoned to 
confirm theſe ordinances).“ Dr. Brady has ſet 


64. out the writ of the 27th in part, wherein they are 


called Burgenſes ad traftandum, conſulendum, et conſen- 
tiendum bis que tunc ( Divina favente clementia) de com- 
uni confitio contigerit ordinari, c. But it never ſent 


ut members to parliament, until Edward the fixth's time. 
« 32. It was incorporated in the laſt year of King Henry 


che eighth, made a free borough, and had this pri- 
vilege granted. The conteſts and reſolutions con- 
cerning the elections, I have met with, here fol- 


low. 


1628. Mr. Bellingham, the recorder, and Mr. 
Okely, were returned; but Sir Anthony Irby peti- 
tioned againſt Mr. Okely, and it was referred to the 
committee of pri 

May 8. Mr. Hackwill reporteth from the com- 
mittee of privileges, 'the caſe of this borough. Mr. 
Bellingham, the recorder, and Mr. Okaly, choſen. 

The queſtion ; whether a ſelect number, or the 
commonalty, were to chuſe. Sir Anthony Irby 
choſen by a majority of voices of the commonalty, 
and fourteen of the ſelect number. 

Agreed by the committee, that the election of 
burgeſſes, in all boroughs, did, of right, belong to 
the commoners; and that nothing could take it 
from them but a preſcription, and a conſtant uſage 
beyond all memory. 

1. Upon the queſtion, the right of election for 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
reſteth in the commonalty, and not in the mayor, 
aldermen, and common council. 

2. Upon the queſtion, Mr. Okely not duly elect- 
ed, or returned. 

3. Sir Anthony Irby duly elected, and ought to 
be returned. 

That the mayor of Boſton ſhall be ſent for, to 
put out Mr. Okeleye's name, and put in Sir An- 
thony Irbye's. 

May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported, 
touching the double return for this borough, that 
Robert Lord Willoughby / of Eriſby, and Sir 
Anthony Irby, knight, were returned by one inden- 
ture by the mayor; and Robert Lord Willoughby, 
of Eriſby, and Thomas Thory, eſquire, by an- 
other indenture, by the burgeſſes : and the opinion of 
the committee, that Sir Anthony Irby do fit in the 
houſe, till the merits of the cauſe be determined : 
to which the houſe agreed. 

This doth not appear ever to have been farther 
conſidered in this ſeſſions : but it came again be- 
fore the committee, and was heard after, viz. 

April 30,1662. Ordered, the report of the election 
for the town of Boſton be heard on Tueſday next. 

May 6. Ordered, that the matter touching the 
election for the town of Boſton, between Sir An- 
thony Irby, and Major Thory, be heard to-morrow 
morning: but it was not then heard, nor any men- 
tion made thereof until 

May 1 5 1663. Serjeant Charleton reported from 

committee, touching the election for this bo- 


not voices in the election; and that Sir Anthony 
dy was duly clodted to which the houſe agreed. 


The Borough of Bos ton. 


Jan. 14, 1711. A petition of the honourable Phi- 
lip Bertie, eſquire, was read: ſhewing, that at the 
late election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, for this borough, in the room of the 
petitioner's brother, deceaſtd, one William Coatſ- 
worth did, by himſelf and agents, procure a great 
number of the poorer ſort of voters, by bribery, 
treating, and other illegal practices; and by threats, 
and otherwiſe, kept others from voting for the pe- 
titioner ; and, by theſe means, was returned a bur- 
geſs for this borough, hotwithſtanding the petitio- 
ner had a majority of good votes, and ought to 
have been returned accordingly : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report it with their opinion. 

March 15. Ordered, that it be teported on 
Thurſday morning next. | 

20th. Mr. Freeman reported the matter, viz. that 
the right of election was agreed to be in the may- 
or, aldermen, common council, and freemen of 
the borough. The queſtion was ; whether it is ne- 
ceſſary, the freemen ſhould be reſident, and pay 
ſcot and lot ? In the charter of this borough, grant- 
ed 37 Hen. VIII, are theſe clauſes. —** Quod nullus 
habeat, gaudeat, five utatur, libertatibus ejuſdem burgi, 
niſi fit inbabitan. aut reſiden. infra limit. prædict. burgi, 
et quod de tempore in tempus ſolvet ſcott”, lott', taxas, et 
omnimod. et ſingula alia onera, ut ceteri burgenſes 
dicti burgi facient, ac tenentur facere, niſi ſit licentiat. 
pro cauſis et confiderationibus rationalibus inhabitare 
ſe extra burgum illum per literas patentes, ſub figillo 
communi ditli burgi, aſſenſu et conſenſu majoris, et 


aldermannor. et communis concilii [vel majoris partis 


eorundem aldermannor. et com. concil.) pro tempore 
exiſtent Et alterius, quod omnes et finguli in libertat. 
didli burgi exiſten', aut impoſterum exiſten. et libertat. 
et liberis conſuetudinibus ejuſdem burgi gaudere vo- 
lentis, eſſent de cetero in lottis et ſcottis participes 
omnium onerum pro flatu et libert. burgi ejuſdem mani 
tenend. juxta ſacr. que fecerunt, vel impoſterum fe- 


cerint, quando ad libertat. burgi illius admiſſi eſſent 


vel exiſten. et qui hoc facere recuſarent, five nollent, li- 
bertatem ejuſdem burgi amittent.” 

The fitting member's counſel inſiſted, that reſiden- 
cy, or paying ſcot and lot, was not neceſſary ; and read 
the following reſolutions of the houſe of commons in 
two controverted elections for this borough : one, be- 
tween Sir Anthony Irby, and Mr. Okely; and the 
other, between Sir Anthony Irby, and Major 
Thory; viz. 

« May 8, 4 Car. I. 1628: It was agreed by the 
committee, that the election of burgeſſes in all bo- 
roughs did, of common right, belong to the com- 


moners; and that nothing eould take it from them, 


but a preſcription, and conſtant uſage, beyond all 
memory, to the contrary : and theteupon, upon the 
queſtion, it was reſolved 

The right of election for burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
parliament, for this borotigh, reſteth in the com- 
monalty, and not in the mayor, aldermen, and 
common council.“ 

May 15, 15 Car. II: The opinion of the com- 
mittee was, that the inhabitants, if they were not 
freemen, had not voices in the election; and that 
Sir Anthony Irby was duly elected: and the houſe 
reſolved to agree with the committee, that Sir An- 
thony Irby was duly elected, and ought to ſit.“ 

t. That the committee reſolved, that it is the 
opinion of this committee, that the right of election 
of members, to ſerve in parliament, for this bo- 
rough, is only in the mayor, aldermen, and com- 


mon 
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The Borough of BOS“ ON. 


mon council, and freemen, reſident. in the ſaid bo- 
rough, and paying ſcot and lot. The poll was 
125 for Mr. Coatſworth — 60 for Mr. Bertie. That 
Mr. Bertie excepted to 84 of Mr. Coatſworth's vot- 
ers: it appeared, 46 of theſe did not pay ſcot 
and lot; and two. were made free after the teſte 
of the writ : of the other. 36, four were excepted 
to, as being bribed ;z 27 treated; and five far brib- 
ing, and treating others. And there was called, 
Abbot, wha ſaid, Timothy Jenkinſon hired about 
50 or 60 poor voters, to meet Mr, Coatſworth out 
of town, and treated them there: that Clarkſon 
paid fifty ſhillings to get James Jenkinſon, and Jo- 
ſeph Thorold, out of priſon ; and aſked their votes 
for Mr. Coatſworth: and. Coxon ſaid, he was re- 
leaſed out of priſon to vote for lim, and that be 
would not vote without money : that Bartholomew 
Barlow paid a debt of thirty ſhillings, owing by 
John Weſtern, for his vote for the ſitting wem- 
ber ;—that eighteen other freemen were enter- 
tained at publick houſes in the town, and they 
called themſelves Mr. Coatſworth's men; but the 
witneſs could not ſay who paid the reckoning :—— 
that he {aw freemen ſeveral times at the houſes of 
John Dabney, Samuel Leach, Peter Dixpn, Iſaac 
Brown, and Thomas Barwell : that Barwell - told 
him, his bill was fifty ſhillings; and that Barlow 
bid him let the freemen go on; and he ſhould be 
paid when the forty days were expired :——that 
Tinſley owned, . he Jet the freemen have drink at 
his houſe, from the time Mr. Coatſworth came 
down, till the election: —that William Turner's 


wife told the witneſs, between three and four pounds 
were ſpent at her houſe upon freemen, upon Mr. 
Coatſworth's account; and that Barlow, upon the 


election day, and before, bid her let the freemen 
have what they would, and he would fee her paid: 
—that Charles Weldale's wife ſaid, Barlow brought 
the freemen to her houſe ; her bill was ſix pounds, 
odd money; and Barlow bid her make it ſeven 
pounds, and he would pay it :—that Stephen 
Thompſon told the witneſs, his bill was ſeven 
pounds: that Barlow reduced it to 61. 16s. 6 d. 
and a Grimſby man told him, he ſhould not be 
paid, unleſs he voted for Mr. Coatſworth; and 
Thompſon told him, that on Tueſday before the 
election, Mr. Coatſworth came to him for his vote, 
and promiſed to help him to ſhipping work, and 
to lend him forty pounds before hand :—that Mr. 
Coatſworth was not known in town, till he came : 
upon his coming, he petitioned for his freedom ; 
that it is uſual, on ſuch occaſions, to make an enter- 
tainment, but the precept being come down, he 
told the corporation, his hands were tied; but that 
he had brought down his bankers, Mr, William and 
John Braſſey, two goldſmiths in London, that would 
do it for him :—that there was afterwards in the 
town a great plenty. of a new liquor, they never 
had there before, called while jacket, brought from 
Grimſby by the carrier, and was made up of 
brandy and treacle; and that they had ſo much of 
Queen Anne's money, that there was not a poor 
iellow in the town, hut had twenty ſhillings of it; 
and they ſaid it was Coatſworth's money, and that 
the Braſſeys brought it; but the witneſs neither ſaw 
any of it given, or knew who gave it, The witneſs 
further ſaid, that, after Mr. Peregrine Bertie's death, 
he did, by the Lord Great Chamberlain's arder, 
upon Mr. Bertie's account, entertain the voters at 


ſeveral houſes ; but that nothing was ſpent, after 


any competitor appeared, nor after the teſte of the 


writ, — Wood ſaid, Thompſon's wife told him, 


Clarkſon treated ſeveral freemen at her houſe, and 


ſollicited their votes far Mr. Coatſworth: that 
Clarkſon paid twenty ſhillings of her bill; another 
of Grimſby paid twenty more; and Mr. Barlow pro- 
miſed to pay the remainder,which was 61.168: 6d. 
That Berry Tinneſley, vho voted for Mr. Coatfworth, 
ſaid, chere were nine or ten pounds expended ut hin 
houſe, but did not ſay, who was to pay it: chat 
Baldwin and Therold, the night before the eleftion, 
treated at Eaſtwood junior's, who voted for Mr. 
Coatſwarth, and engaged for the payment: that 
Paddiſan, one of the 46, who did not pay ſcot and 
lot, told him, Braſſey gave him five ſhillings in new 
money; and Barlow promiſed twenty ſhillings more 
for his vote for Mr. Coarworth.— 10 

Arkin ſaid, the Braſſeys gave che ringen three gui- 
neas ; the petitioner's friends gave them one ; moſt 
of the ringers voted for Mr. Coatiworth-; the 
Braſſeys ſollicited votes for him, and paid two ſhil- 
lings 'at an alehouſe, when 1 was'enly 
one ſhilling. 

Burwell ſaid, Barlow (who was agent for Mir. Cones. 
worth) bid him draw drink for any body that defired 
it, and he would be paid ; his bill came to four 
pounds; and Barlow has ſince refuſed to pay it: 
chat Abbot (an agent for the petitioner) 4 him 
forty ſhillings, for drink given amang 12 
ſince Mr. Peregrine Bertie died. Z; 

That Mr, Coatſwarth excepted to. 22 of the peti- 
tioner's voters ; and it was admitted by his counſel, 
that 17 of thoſe did not pay ſcot and lot. The 
other five were excepted to, three for being treated, 
and two for treating: and called 

Bayley, who ſaid, when Mr. Coatſworth had polled 
125, Lord Willoughby declared they would. poll 
no more; it was not recoverable ; and wiſhed Mr. 
Coatſworth joy of the election: and Bates told him, 
Abbot beſpoke a treat at his houſe, and paid the 
bill, ſix pounds, ten ſhillings, and 70 perſons were 
there : that there was abundance of freemen treated 
at a veniſon feaſt at Martyn's, after Mr. Peregrine 
Bertie's death, and before Mr. Coatſworth came 
down. 

Leach ſaid, after Mr. Peregrine Bertie's death, 
Abbot expended forty ſhillings at his houſe on 30 
or 40 freemen, and aſked their votes for the peti- 


tioner z there was then a talk of oppoſition, but ir 


was not known by whom. 

Kidd ſaid, after Mr. Peregrine Bertie's. death, 
Abbot told bim, the Lord Great Chamberlain had a 
mind to treat ſome friends, to promote the petitio- 
ner's intereſt, who had a mind to be a candidate for 
the town: — that he and Abbot ſollicited votes for 
Mr, Bertie, and agreed on fix houſes, at each of 
which forty ſhillings ſhould be expended : Abbot 


after paid the bills, ſome of which were 45, others 


40 ſhillings each; and ſaid it was by the Lord (Great 
Chamberlain's order, who was recorder of the town : 
— that the poll was claſed by eonſent; Mr. Coatſ- 
worth having polled 125, and Mr. Bertie go, out 
of 200, which was computed to be the number of 
voters in the town: —that there was a town talk, 
Mr. York would oppoſe tho petitioner: thar moſt 
of the freemen were treated promiſcuenſly, but 
when Mr. Coatſworth came, they ſuddenly changed 
to him: that the witneſs ſaid, he had reaſan-to bo- 
lieve, Mr. Coatſwurth had infatuated them with 
loye-powder ; though he could nar teil the minen. 
whereaf it was made. 

Copin ſaid, Kid indatather and Mames'ie 
alehouſe, and ſaid, they were ta treat a far as fury 
ſnillings for Mr. Bertie men: N auy-. if 
ſition at this tine. = 
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That the committee upon this did reſolve, 

2. That William Coatſworth, eſquire, is not 
gduly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough. 


© That the honourable Philip Bertie, eſquire, is 

duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough. 

The two firſt reſolutions, being twict read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe. 


The third reſolution being read once, upon a ſe- 


cond reading, che reſolution of the 8th of December, 
relating to the lords of parliament, and lords licure- 
nants of counties, concerning theraſetves in elections 
of members to ſerve for the commons in partiament; 
und alſo an act of the yth and 8th years of his late 
majeſty*s reign, intitled, An act for preventing charge 
and iis the elections of members to ſerve in 
parliament, were read: and a motion was made, 
queſtion put, to agree to the ſaid third re- 
folution— It was diſagreed to. = 

-: Reſolved, the late election for this borough is a 
void election. a5 lhe 

April 17, 1712. A petition of the honourable 
Philip Bertie, was read; ſhewing, that on the 2d 
of April, 1712, came on the ele tion of a burgeſs, 
ro ſerve in parliament for this borough, in the room 
of the right honourable Peregrine Bertie, eſquire, 
the petitioner's brother, deceaſed ; where the peti- 
tioner, and one Mr. Coatſworth were candidates: 
that, by bribery and other undue practices, the ſaid 
Mr. Coatſworth procured himſelf to be elected and 
returned a burgeſs for this borough, to the appa- 
rent wrong of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges to examine, and report the 
matter with their opinion. 

May 31ſt. Ordered, that it be reported on 
Tueſday. 1 20 | 

June 3d. Mr. Freeman reported the matter upon 
the ſaid petition—That the right of eleftion was 
agreed to be in the mayor, aldermen, common 
council and freemen of the borough, reſident in the 
ſaid borough, paying ſcot and lot. The poll was 
— for Mr. Coatſworth 80 — for Mr. Bertie 60. 
That the petitioner's counſel examined witneſſes, to 
prove ill practices on behalf of Mr. Coatſworth : 
and to take off 16 from his poll, and called 
Cheyney, who ſaid, Anthony Eaſtwood, junior, 
and ſeven others named by him, are charged to the 
church and poor, and have been ſo for three years 
paſt, but were not able to pay ; and they never did 
pay, except for 1711, and then only two or three 
days before the election; and two others, Edward 
Claxton, and Anthony Eaſtwood, ſenior, are not 
c . 
John Weſtern ſaid, he voted for Mr. Coatſworth, 
to oblige his mother-in-law, who maintained him, 
and had money owing on account of Mr. Coatſ- 
worth's laſt election, which would otherwiſe have 
been loſt. 

Cheyney ſaid, Darnell told him, that, for his 
voting for Mr. Coatſworth, Clarkſon his agent (on 
the morning of the election) cleared him from a 
bond to pay 12 l. yearly, to ſatisfy a debt he owed 
= mother-in-law, or he would have voted for Mr. 

* 

Ellis ſaid, he voted for Mr. Coatſworth, becauſe 
Clarkſon promiſed to make ſatisfaction for his 
mare's being hurt in going to London, on the laſt 
diſputed election. 


e 
. - "Whaddon- ſaid, the night before the election, 


Adams ſaid, he muſt vote for Mr, Coatfworth, in 
v <&\ . | 4 


order to get ten pounds expended for him on the 
former election, which he ſhould otherwiſe not 
know how to get paid. | 

Wood ſaid, that Bonner ſaid, he voted for Mr. 
Coatſworth, to get fifteen pounds owing him on 
the ſame account, which he ſhould otherwiſe loſe. 

Cheyney Hallam ſaid, that Clark faid, he voted 
for Mr. Coatſworth, in order to get ſeven pounds 
owing to his daughter-in-law, on the ſame account. 

For Mr. Coatſworth, it was inſiſted, the petitio- 
ner had not invalidated the election And called 
Kidd, who produced the rate for 1711, wherein 
Claxton is rated, The committee reſolved there- 
0 | 

That William Coatſworth, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, for this borough. 

That the honourable Philip Bertie, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough. - | 

The ſaid reſolutions were read twice, and the 
firſt diſagreed to by the houſe. 

Mar. 3, 1713. A petition of William Coatſworth, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that Richard Wynn, 
and Henry Heron, and the petitioner, were candi- 
dates at the election of burgeſſes for this borough ; 
that ſeveral were admitted to vote for Mr. Heron, 
and Mr. Wynn, who had no right; and the ſaid 
Mr. Wynn, and Mr. Heron, by themſelves and 
their agents, and particularly one Mr. Pacey, were 
guilty of bribery and other undue practices; by 
which the ſaid Mr. Wynn, and Mr. Heron have 
procured themſelves to be elected, in wrong of the 
petitioner, who ought to have been returned : and 
praying &c. 0 

Ordered, that it be referred to the tommitte of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

April 1, 1714. Ordered, that Mr. Coatſworth 
have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Dec. 22, 1719. A petition of Sir William Maſſing- 
berd, baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt 
election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, in the room of Richard Wynn, eſquire, 
deceaſed, the petitioner, and Richard Ellis, eſquire, 
were candidates : that by bribery, and other unwar- 
rantable practices, the ſaid Mr. Ellis procured him- 
ſelf to be returned a burgeſs for this borough, in 
prejudice to the petitioner ; although the petitioner 
was duly elected by a majority of good voters, and 
therefore ought to have been returned : and pray- 
ing &c. | | 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame with their opinion. 

Feb. 29th. Ordered, that the report be received 
on. Wedneſday. 

Mar. 2d. Mr. Hampden, acording to order, re- 
ported the matter upon the ſaid petition. 

That the committee have examined the election, 
and the poll was for the petitioner 81, for Mr. 
Ellis 60. | | 

For the petitioner it was inſiſted, that the right 
of election was only in the mayor, aldermen, com- 
mon council, and freemen of the borough, reſident 
in the borough, and paying ſcot and lot; and pro- 
duced a reſolution of this houſe March 20, 1711, 
to that purpoſe. 

For the ſitting member it was inſiſted, that none 
have a right to vote as freemen, but ſuch as claim 
freedom by birth or ſervitude ; and that it was ne- 
ceflary to have the reſolution explained, becauſe of 


a late 
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a late practice in the borough of admi: ting freemen 
for leſs fines than formerly, in order to govern the 
next election: 

To prove this they called John Nettleton, who 
ſaid, that before this election the uſual fine for 
freedom was from ten pounds to twenty pounds, and 
none were admitted under ; but that ſince this e- 
lection, the fine has been reduced to five pounds, for 
which ſum ſeveral have been admitted with a view to 
carry the next election. 

The committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of members to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is only in the mayor, 
aldermen, common council, and freemen of the 
ſaid borough, reſident in the ſaid borough, and 
who pay ſcot and lot; ſuch freemen claiming their 
freedom by birth or ſervitude. 


The petitioner's counſel objected to bribery :!—— - 


To prove which, and to diſqualify ten voters on 
that head ; they called Samuel Mowbray : who ſaid, 
he had 15 pounds given him by John Nettleton, 
and John Gardiner for his vote, for which he gave 
a vote; and ſaid he believed he ſhould have voted 
for the petitioner if he had had no money. 

But being after aſked, whether no other perſon 
had given or offered him any money to vote in the 
election, he refuſed to anſwer their queſtion. 

Thomas Barker ſaid, that ſince the election John 
Grant told, Mr. Ellis gave him two guineas before 
the election, and aſked his vote; and for ſome time 
before the eleftion, he was confined at Sir Willtam 
Ellis's houſe, in order to his voting for Mr. Ellis. 

Daniel Coppin, who voted for Mr. Ellis, ſaid, 
that ſince the election he heard John Harker own 
that before the eleftion, he had ten pounds given 
him to note, by Charles Twells, who aſked votes 
for Mr. Ellis : and he ſaw Mr. Beaumont (who was 
an agent for Mr, Ellis) give ten pounds to Richard 
Brown for his vote. 

John Hamerton ſaid, John Ayſcough owned he 
had ten pounds given him by Charles Twells to 
vote for Mr. Ellis. 

Mr. Broughton ſaid, that Mrs. Preſton, who 


_ aſked votes for Mr. Ellis, gave him ten guineas to 


vote for him : and that Mr. Ellis, the day before the 
election, gave him five guineas for his vote; and three 
guineas more the day after the election. 

Daniel Jennings ſaid, Edward Claxton, ſhoemaker, 
told him he had ſold a pair of ſhoes for a guinea 
to Mr. Ellis, about a week or fortnight before the 
election; and that Henry Seſſon ſaid, he had ſold 
one or two pair of ſhoes for a guinea, to Mr. Ellis : 
and the witneſs ſaid they might be worth ſix or 
ſeven ſhillings each pair. 

William Pepper, and Thomas Capps ſeverally 


Taid, that Mr. Garner, Mr. Ellis's ſteward, gave 


them 201. each for their votes. 

The counſel for Mr. Ellis inſiſted, he had a 
majority, notwithſtanding any evidence given by 
the petitioner, and objected bribery to the petitioner, 
and called 

William Wright: who ſaid, that Thomas Duck- 
ering, who voted for the petitioner owned he had 
forty guineas for his vote, and his wife had ſeven 
guineas more; and owned to the witneſs he ſhould 
have as much if he would vote for the petitioner. 

To invalidate this, Duckering was called, who 
ſaid, Wright owned to him he had five guineas 
from Mr. Ellis, and ſix guineas from his friend: 
which ſix guineas Wright owned to have received 
of Mr. Nettleton, but ſaid he repaid them. 
Burrell ſaid, Robert Darnell, who voted for the 


petitioner, owned he had 40 l. * him to vote, 
by the petitioner's friend. 

Richard Brown ſaid, that Samuel Abbott gave 
him ten guineas before the election, to vote for the 
petitioner. 

Chriſtopher Wyles ſaid, that Mr. Abbott aſked 
votes for the petitioner, and gave the witneſs fiftcen 
guineas to vote for him. 

Bartholomew Barlow ſaid, that Samuel Mowbray 
owned to him that he had received 12 guineas of 
the petitioner for his vote, which he ſaid he car. 
ried back after the election; and that he heard ſome 
of the petitioner's agents declare, they would give 
30 or 40 guineas a piece for votes to carry the 
election; that if ſwearing or lying would do, they 
would ant Jolo the canie 5 ant Mar. (hay. PEUNT-jat 
any cauſe for want of either. 

Robert Tunnard ſaid, — when. it 
was by the petitioner's agents, that Charles 
Cheyney ſhould have twenty pounds to vote for 
the petitioner, and they gave him five guineas in 
part thereof; but he died before the election. 

Mr. Nathanael Hill ſaid, that Mr. Ellis's votes 
were obſtructed, and met with great difficulties to 
get to the poll, which the petitioner's voters had 
not; and Mr. Ellis himſelf was inſulted by an out 
town mob in fayour of the petitioner ; which mob 
was compoſed of prieſts and -papiſts, and diſaffeted . iy 
perſons to the government; and ſaid, he believed 
if Mr. Ellis had been as zealouſly affected to the 
pretender, as he is to his preſent Majeſty King 
George, he would not have met 2 
or difficulties. 

The committee reſolved, 

That Richard Ellis, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. - 

Both reſolutions _ twice read, were _ to 
by the houſe. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of William Thornton, 
eſquire, was read ; thewing, that at the laſt election 
of members to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
Richard Ellis, eſquire, Henry Pacey, eſquire, and 
the petitioner were candidates : that George Cuth- 
bert, mayor of the ſaid, borough behaved himſelf 
very partially in favour of the ſaid Mr. Pacey, and 


admitted ſeveral perſons to poll for him who had no 


legal right to vote; but, by bribery and many other 
corrupt practices made uſe of in behalf of the ſaid 
Mr. Pacey —— and was returned, although not 
duly elected, to the prejudice of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Jan. 15, 1723. A petition of the ſaid. William 
Thornton, to the ſame effect, was again read, and 
referred as before. 


BRACKLEY. 


HIS borough is in the county of Northamp- Wi 


ton. It never ſent members to parliament ''*”' 
untill the firſt year of King Edward the ſixth, as 
Dr. Willis writes. The conteſts in parliament in 
regard to is right of eleRtion which I 1 . met 
with, are as follow. * 

May 17, 1661. Serjeant Cineos pon from 
the committee of privileges and elections, touching 
the double return for this borough, that Sir Wil- 
liam Farmer, knight, deceaſed, and Robert Spencer, 
eſquire, were returned * one indenture hy the 


mayor 3 
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mayor; and Sir Thomas Crew by another inden- 
ture, by the burgeſſes ; and that the committee are 


of 600 1. debt, which had been twenty years owing 
to Watts. 


e of opinion, Mr. Spencer being returned by the pro- That it was admitted, Howes was made free after 
* officers, ſhould fit, until the merits of the cauſe, the teſte of the writ. | 
touching the ſaid election, be determined: to which John Egerton ſaid, Waſhborne being in gaol for 
d the houſe agreed. debt in Auguſt laſt, Mr. Macaſcree paid ten pounds 
= July 9, 1661. Ordered, that the petition of Sir charges for his diſcharge. Hall and Frewen ſaid; 
Thomas Crew, touching his election for this bo- that Thonger (who is bailiff of the hundred) de- 
* rough, be referred to the committee of privileges clared, he would vote for Mr. Burgh, unleſs Lord 
of and elections to conſider the ſame. Bridgewater would pay him four years ſalary.— 
ad 18th. Serjeant Charleton reports from the com- Loveday faid, Tims (who is woodward to the Eart 
* mitte of privileges and elections, touching the elec- of Bridgewater, at forty ſhillings yearly) told him 
Ve tion for this borough ; that Sir Thomas Crew is falary was doubled, a week before the 
he duly elected, and ought to fit in the houſe: to election, by Mr. Macaſcree, the ſteward. 
ey which the houſe agreed. Welſhman ſaid, Hilton told him, that Neal, 
ſt + Ordered, the mayor of Brackley, and the clerk Juſt before the election, promiſed he ſhould hear no 
| of the crown, or his deputy, do attend this houſe more of a debt of ten pounds he was arreſted for. 
it to-morrow at 8 o'clock, to amend the return of the For Mr. Egerton :——Butcher ſaid, that Butler 
les faid town. went from the town twenty years ago, and has not 
or Dec. 17, 1698. A petition of Harry Mordaunt, voted ſince ; but has claimed. | 
in eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that, at the late As to bribery, Thomas Durrant ſaid, he had 
election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this been offered ten guineas by Mr. Price, and five 
des borough, the petitioner, Charles Egerton, eſquire, pounds by Mr. Frewen, for his vote for a common 
to and Sir John Aubrey, were candidates: that Sir council, and for Mr. Burgh; but that he refuſed 
ad John Aubrey, by contracts, bribes, and other ille- both, and voted for Mr. Egerton. 
ut gal practices, hath procured himſelf to be returned Elizabeth Watts ſaid, after the writs were out, 
ob to ſerve for the ſaid borough, in wrong of the pe- Mr. Frewen offered a treat at her houſe, or any 
ed titioner : and praying &c. thing elſe, if her huſband would vote for Mr. Burgh ; 
ed Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- and three weeks before the election, Welſhman of- 
the leges and elections to examine, and report the mat- fered Hilton to pay a debt of eight pounds, if he 
ng ter with their opinion, would be for Mr. Burgh. Upon the whole, the 
ilts This petition was never heard. committee reſolved; | | 
Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of John Burgh, eſquire, That Charles Egerton, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
| was read; ſhewing, that at the election of burgeſſes to ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in tllis preſent parliament, fot 
L ſerve in parliament for this borough, the petitioner, this borough. ä ; 
his and Charles Egerton, and William Egerton, eſquires, That John Burgh is duly elected a burgeſs, td 


were candidates; and the petitioner, and William 
Egerton, were duly choſen, and ought to have 
been returned ; but one William Thonger, having 
by indirect practices gotten the precepr, gave it to 
Richard Watts, who was not the legal mayor of 
the ſaid borough; yet Francis Neal, the ſteward of 
the ſaid borough, ſwore him as ſuch, and refuſed 
to ſwear Mr. William Maſon, who was duly elected 
mayor on the 2d of October laſt ; and Watts taking 
upon him the execution of the precept, and by 
bribery and other undue practices of the ſaid Charles 
Egerton, Watts, Neal, and other agents, the ſaid 
Charles Egerton hath procured himſelf to be re- 
turned, with the ſaid William Egerton, in wrong 
of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this borough. 

The faid reſolutions were read twice, and una» 
nimouſly agreed to by the houſe. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of John Burgh, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that on the 27th of Au- 
guſt, 1713, at the election for this borough, the 
petitioner, Henry Watkins, the honourable Willi- 
am Egerton, and Paul Methuen, eſquires, were 
candidates: that by indirect practices, of illegal 
mayors impoſed on the corporation, did pretend to 
elect two new burgeſſes on the ſaid 27th day of Au- 
guſt, whoſe votes were received for Mr. Egerton, 
and Mr. Methuen, although no right to vote ; and 
that ſeveral others were admitted to vote for the ſaid 
William Egerton, and Paul Methuen, who had no 
right; and thoſe, who had a right, and demanded 


e of x privileges and elections to examine, and report the to poll for the petitioner, and Mr. Watkins, were 
and 1 matter with their opinion. refuſed: that by bribery, &c. and inſtigation of a 
4 Jan. 22d. Ordered, that the report be made on peer of this realm, ſeveral were prevailed to vote 
iam 1 Thurſday next. for William Egerton, and Paul Methuen; by which 
and 1 25th. Ordered, that the report be made on Sa- illegal practices they are unduly returned, in wrong 
| 4 turday next. of the petitioner, and Mr. Watkins, who had a 
3 27th. Mr. Freeman reported the matter, viz. that majority, and ought to have been returned : and 

. the right of election was agreed to be in the mayor, praying &c. Alſo, 

. aldermen, and burgeſſes, in number 33. The poll A petition of Henry Watkins, eſquire, to the 
mp- Wii was, for Mr, Egerton 17 ——for Mr. Burgh 16— ſame effect, and almoſt in the ſame words, was 
nent!!! To add Edward Butler to the petitioner's poll, read. 

„as Welſhman ſaid, Butler is owned by the corporation = Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
t in to be a burgeſs; and in 1684, ſigned a return to committee of privileges and elections to examine the 
met parliament; has often claimed to vote, and now matter, and report the ſame with their opinion. 
offered to poll for the petitioner ; but Mr. Neal, April 20, 1714. Sir Gilbert Dolben reported the 
rom the ſteward, refuſed him. matter, viz. 
hing To take 8 from Mr. Egerton's poll for bribery; That the poll was for Mr. Methuen 19, 
Wil- Welſhman ſaid, John Watts, and his two ſons de- for Mr. Egerton 18, 
cer, clared, they would have voted for Mr. Burgh, but for Mr. Burgh 14, 
dhe Lord Wharton had engaged them, on payment for Mr. Watkins 13. 
or: 5 1 The 
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The petitioners counſel inſiſted, the right of elec- 
tion for this borough is in the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgeſſes. That the fitting members counſel 
inſiſted, the right of election was in the mayor, 
aldermen, and burgeſſes reſident within the borough. 
That it appeared by the Journal of the houſe of 
commons, in January 1710, that, in the then con- 
troverted election for this borough, the right of 
election was agreed to be in the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgeſſes ; the whole number of which are 
thirty-three. 

For the petitioners was called, 

William Blunt: who ſaid, he had known the bo- 
rough ſeven years, and that the right of election to 
be in the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes: that 
Robert Wilkins, junior, who had removed to Lon- 
don a conſiderable time, had voted in the laſt 
election, and was not objected to; and that he has al- 
ways voted in the corporation courts: and that Edward 
Butler has claimed to vote, but Lord Bridgewater's 
ſteward would not allow it, becauſe he lived out 
of town : but ſays, Wilkins has a houſe in the bo- 
rough, but had not any ſervants there: that he 
pays the Queen's taxes for it, and his landlord 
pays the church and poor rate : that he comes to 
all the courts : that Butler lives in the town, but 
they never admit him to vote among them. 

For Mr. Methuen, and Mr. Egerton, was called, 

Mr. Francis Neale: who ſaid, he had been ſtew- 
ard of the borough above twenty years : that the 
right of election is in the capital burgeſſes only, 
who are reſident within the town and borough : if 
they have a being there, they have a right to vote : 
when a capital burgeſs removes, and lives out of 
town, his place is void, ip/o fatto, and they chooſe 
another in his ſtead, Some, upon coming into town 
again, have been re- elected; but they are not in, 
without a re- election: that William Philips, and 
Matthew Harding, who were burgeſſes, and had 
removed out of the borough, were, upon their re- 
turn, re- elected: Philips's election is mentioned in 
the minutes of 1694; and Harding's, in the mi- 
nutes of 1697. 

It appears by theſe minutes and rolls, that this 
has been the practice there for above twenty years 
laſt paſt; and there are no rolls before the year 
1695 in being: that Butler never was a burgeſs in 
his time : that, after twelve years abſence, he ap- 
plied to be re- elected, and in 1708 was named 
by the mayor; but the witneſs, named George Bull, 
who was choſen : that Wilkins always attended the 
courts, and voted at all elections; had a good 
eſtate, and paid ſcot and lot in the borough. 

Simon Butcher, aged 63, ſaid, he had belonged 
to the court forty years : that the cuſtom is, when 
a burgeſs removes, his place is void, and they 
chooſe another; but if he leaves a part of his fa- 
mily there, he has a right to vote : if he removes 
his family, and returns, he has no right, without 
being re- elected again; of which he mentioned the 
inſtance of Harding, produced by Mr. Neale: and 
ſaid, Wilkins attended all the courts, and during 
his abſence paid ſcot and lot. 

Loveday ſaid, he collected the church rates for 
Wilkins's houſe: that the tenant told him, he paid 
them for his landlord; and that Wilkins, and not 


the tenant, is in the levy. 


The committee thereupon reſolved; 

That the right of election of members, to ſerve 
in parliament, for this borough, is in the mayor, 
aldermen, and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, re- 
ſiding within the borough. 

ah 


and Reynolds were admitted on the day of the elec- 


BRACKLE x. 


That to add Edward Butler to the petitioners poll; 
John Welſhman produced a copy of a return to 
parliament, ſigned by Butler, in the year 1684, and 
ſaid he is reſident : ſome of his daughters hve in 
the town, and his wife lived there till within theſe 
two months. He offered to vote for Mr. Burgh at 
the two laſt elections, and was refuſed both times; 
and Wilkins, who lived at London, was admitted 
for Mr. Egerton. | 

That the petitioners objected to nine in the ſit. 
ting members poll, viz. Tooley, Reynolds, Wil- 
kins ſenior, Clare, Frewen, Howes, Leaper, Max- 
well, and Whitmell. | 

That the ſitting members counſel agreed, Tooley 


tion to parliament z but inſiſted, ſuch admiſſion is 
warranted by the cuſtom of the borough. 

The petitioners counſel called, 

John Welſhman: who ſaid, that Robert Wilkins 
ſenior told him, a fortnight before the election, that 
the reaſon why he was for the ſitting members, was, 
becauſe the Lord Bridgewater, the laſt time he re- 
newed his leaſe, gave him a life, upon a promiſe, 
that he would always vote for ſuch as he ſhould 
recommend: that his farm is forty pounds yearly ; 
and the adding a life, is worth an hundred pounds : 
that the preſent Lord Bridgewater came to Brackley 
a fortnight before the election, and ſaid there till 
it was over: 

That Clare, a poor taylor, told this witneſs, he 
was coming down, the morning of the election, with 
a full reſolution to vote for the petitioners ; but Mr. 
Burton (at whoſe houſe the ſaid Lord Bridgewater 
was) carried him into his Lordſhip's company, 
where Mr. Johnſton aſked him his vote for the ſit- 
ting members, and promiſed to pay his debts for 
it : that Clare owed forty pounds to the witneſs, and 
another perſon, upon mortgage; and when the mo- 
ney was demanded, he referred them to Mr. Stit, 
the ſitting members agent, who alſo ſaid he would 
pay them: that Stit being ſpoken to, offered to pay 
35 pounds; but afterwards ſaid, Mr. Neal adviſed 
him not, till the matter of the eleftion was over ; 
for he ap ed there would be a petition. 

William Maſon ſaid, that eight years ago, Ro- 
bert Wilkins ſenior cold him, his leaſe was renewed, 
and the life added, by the late Earl of Bridgewater, 
for his promiſe to vote: ——That the farm is in 
Jointure to Wilkins ſenior's wife, and Wilkins junior 
never received any of the rent. 

Lydall faid, that Magdalen College have a great 
eſtate in this . borough, and uſed formerly to re- 
commend one of the members : that he was deputed 
by the college to uſe his intereſt for the petitioners : 
he aſked Thomas Frewen's vote for them, but he 
anſwered, that he was under an obligation to vote 
for the ſitting members : that he held an eſtate of 
50 or 70 pounds yearly of my Lord Bridgewater, 
and had but one life on it : that my Lord promiſed, 
for his vote, to give him one life, and add another 
upon eaſy terms. Upon the witneſs telling him, 
what friends he muſt diſoblige in it; Frewen an- 
ſwered, that if he did not renew his leaſe, his fa- 
mily muſt be ruined. The witneſs after went to 
my Lord Bridgewater at the inn, and repreſented 
to him Frewen's caſe, and how many friends he muſt 
diſoblige, and deſired his Lordſhip not to inſiſt up- 
on both his votes; but his Lordſhip anſwered, he 
would not releaſe him: and diſcourſing about the 
houſe of commons, his Lordſhip ſaid, he thought 
the houſe of commons had done very partially, in 
turning out Mr. Charles Egerton; and Mr. Me- 
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thuen, who was preſent, ſaid, he voted for Sir Simon 

arcourt ; but thought that Mr. Egerton was, in 

late election, as hardly uſed, as Sir Simon Har- 
court Was. | | 

Joan Hunton ſaid, ſhe aſked John Howes his 
vote for the petitioners z; and he anſwered, they 
ſhould have it for ſixty guineas ; but the next day 
he came to her, and bid her trouble herſelf no more 
about him, for he was engaged for the ſitting members: 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe did not hear him ſay he had any money, 
but whoever he ſerved ſhould give him 60 guineas. 

The petitioners offered to diſqualify the aforeſaid 
three voters, viz. Howes, Maxwell, and Leaper; 
by calling witneſſes to prove their confeſſions, that 
they had not taken the ſacrament of the Lord's ſup-* 
per within one year next before their elections into 
their offices, as is required by the Corporation act 
theſe perſons being elected, one in the year 1710, 
and the other two in the year 1711, to be three of the 
33 burgeſſes, who have the government of the cor- 

ration. 

But the ſitting members alledging, theſe voters 
are churchmen; that they had no notice of this ob- 
jection, and were ſurpriſed at it; 

That the committee did not think fit, for to ad- 
mit the petitioners to produce the evidence they 
offered in this point. 

John Welſhman then produced a certificate of 
the churchwardens and overſeers of the pariſh of 
Tingwick, dated the 7th of April, 1701, owning 
Henry Whitmell to be an inhabitant there, and to 
be received as ſuch, when he ſhould become charge- 
able to the pariſh of Brackley : 

And ſaid, that Whitmell, at the time of his elec- 
tion to be a burgeſs, rented only an houſe of 
fifry ſhillings yearly, at Brackley : that he lives 
there; is a burgeſs; is reckoned one of the cor- 
poration z and rents about five pounds a year in 
another pariſh. 

That the ſitting members counſel called, 

Charles Garland: who ſaid, that Whitmell rented 
thirteen pounds, five ſhillings yearly, at, and before 
the election; and produced vouchers, in 1709 and 
1713, of his renting ſo much from three different 
landlords ; and that all the lands are within the bo- 
rough of Brackley, in one pariſh; and are rated in 
one book. 

Stit ſaid, at the time of the election, Butler lived 
at Tingwick, in Bucks; and that he long ſince 
went from the borough, and lived in Wales, and 
his place was filled up; and that, after his return, 
he lived ſeveral years in the town, and never pre- 
tended any right to be a burgeſs; and a year ago, 
Welſhman owned to the witneſs, that Butler had 
no right, but ſaid he would keep him for a handle. 

Hilton ſaid, Butler had not voted for a member 
of parliament theſe twenty years : that five years 
ago he deſired, and actually ſtood to be re- elected 
a burgeſs, and aſked the witneſs to vote for him : 
that they have ſeveral times elected burgeſſes, and 
members of parliament, on the ſame day : their 
uſage is, firſt to fill up the corporation, and then 
elect the members to parliament. 

Neale ſaid, when he came firſt to the borough, it 
was a declared cuſtom to fill up the vacancies in 
the corporation, the ſame day they choſe members 


of parliament : there were two controverted elec- 


tions in King William's time, and then all the old 
members declared, and unanimouſly agreed, this 
was the cuſtom immemorially : upon both theſe 
occaſions it was put in practice; and ſuch elections 
in the year 1702, are entered upon the roll, to pre- 
vent the like diſputes for the future, 


William Thonger ſaid, he voted for the ſitting 
members; but Mr. Buſh, and Mr: Collis, and Mr. 
Watſon, who made intereſt for the petitioners, 
aſked his vote for them; and told him, he might 
now raiſe his family; they had done the buſineſs ; 
and if they could get his vote, they ſhould carry 
the election: they bid him take 100, or 200 gui- 
neas, or write down what he would have, and he 
ſhould have it ; and ſwore they had money enough 
in town, and would not loſe the election for want 
of it. 

Hilton ſaid, being in Brackley ſtreet, a fellow of 
Magdalen college afked him to go with him, and 
drink a glaſs of wine: he went, and was made 
drunk, and carried away he could not tell where ; 
was kept, without ſeeing any light, till the election 
was over, and was then attended home with four 
horſes; but knows not where he was, nor in what 
company, except Mr. Jackſon, Biſhop Crew's gar- 
dener: that he would have voted for the fitting 
members, if he had been at the election. 

That, upon the whole, the committee reſolved ; 

That Paul Methuen, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. 

That William Egerton, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. 

The firſt reſolution being read twice, an amend- 
ment was made, by leaving out the words, reſid- 
ing in the ſaid borough,” and the houſe reſolved ; 

That the right of election of members, to ferve 
in parhament for this borough, is in the mayor, al- 
dermen, and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough. 

The ſecond reſolution being read a ſecond time, 
was diſagreed to by the houſe. 

The third reſolution being read a ſecond time, 
was alſo diſagreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that John Burgh, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough. 

That Henry Watkins, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough : and the return was ordered to be 
amended. 

June 10, 1720. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of the right honourable Paul Methuen, eſquire, 
made comptroller of his Majeſty's houſehold. 

May 25, 1725. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of the right honourable Paul Methuen, eſquire, 
made treaſurer of his Majeſty's houſehold. 


BRAMBER. 
HIS borough is ſituate in the county of 
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Suſſex, and ſent burgeſſes to parliament ſo Willis, 
early as the 23d of King Edward the firſt. It af. f, P. K. 


terwards intermitted ſending, and ſometimes ſent 214. 


in conjunction with Steyning, before the 7th of N 


Edward the IVth. The memoirs concerning the 
right of election, I have met with, are as follow. 

Dec. 16, 1640. Mr. Maynard reports from the 
committee of privileges, the caſe of Bramber in 
Suſſex : 

. * * * * * * 

Upon this report it was reſolved, upon the que- 
ſtion, that the election of Sir Edward Biſhop, for 
one of the burgeſſes for the borough of Eramber, 
in Suſſex, is void: 


That 
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ſent parliament for this borough, in the room of 
the ſaid Sir Henry Furneſe expelled this houſe. 


That the election of Mr. Anſlow, for one of the 
burgeſſes ſor the borough of Bramber, is void; 

That Sir Edward Biſhop is incapable of any elec⸗ 
tion, to be a member of this houſe for this parlia- 


ment. 


Ordered, a warrant do iſſue forth, under Mr. 

Speaker's hand, directed to the clerk of the Crown, 
for a new writ for a new election of a burgeſs, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament, for the ſaid town 
of Bramber. 

1661. There were two returns of members, to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough ; and they be- 
ing referred to the committee of privileges and elec- 
tions, 

May 17. Serjeant Charleton reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this borough ; 

That John Byne, eſquire, and Pierce Goreing, 
eſquire, are returned by one indenture; and the 
ſaid John Byne, and John Parſons, eſquires, by an- 
other indenture; and the opinion of the committee 
is, that the ſaid Mr. Goreing being returned by the 
proper officer, ought to ſit, until the merits of the 
ſaid election be determined: to which the houſe 
agreed. Never heard. 

April 1, 1690. A petition of William Stringer 
was read; ſetting forth, that, on the 11th of March, 
he was duly elected a burgeſs for this borough; but 
that Dr. Barbon, and Dr. Ratcliff, by practice, 


Sic origiv, and undue means, had procured themſelves to be re- 


turned : and praying relief. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges to examine, and report the matter with their 
opinion. 

Oct. 11th. This petition was renewed, and re- 
Ferred in like manner: but no report appears to 
have been made. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of John Hudſon, and 
Jerom Beale, burgeſſes of this borough, was read; ſet- 
ting forth, that the election of burgeſſes to ferve in 
this parliament for the ſaid borough, was on the 25th 
of July laſt; and that Sir Henry Furneſe, by bribery, 


and other indirect means, did procure himſelf to be 


returned one of the burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, 
in wrong of the petitioners: and praying &c. 
Ordered, the petition to be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections to examine the 
matter, and report it with their opinion, 
The ſaid petition doth not appear to have been 
heard, but I apprehend it was for the following 
reaſon, 
Feb. 13, 1698. The houſe of commons made 
enquiry in regard to the members taking places 
contrary to the ſtatute of the 1oth year of his then 
Majeſty's reign; and ordered Sir Henry Furneſe, 
baronet, a member for this borough, to attend in 
his place the next morning. 

14th. Sir Henry Furneſe attending acconding to 
order was heard in his place and withdrew. 

Reſolved, that Sir Henry Furneſe being a mem- 
ber of the houſe of commons, and having ſince been 
concerned, and acted, as a collector and manager 
upon the act made in the gth and 1oth years of his 
. Majeſty's reign, for raiſing a ſum not exceeding two 
millions upon a fund for payment of annuities after 
the rate of eight pounds per centum, per annum; 
and for ſettling the trade to the Eaſt Indies, contrary 
to the act made in the 5th and 6th years of his 


Majeſty's reign, for granting ſeveral duties upon ſalt, 
beer, ale, and other liquors, be expelled this houſe. 


Ordered, the ſpeaker do iſſue his warrant for a 


new writ, for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this pre- 


was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner was duly 
choſen a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough ; but by undue means, Thomas 
Owen, eſquire, hath procured himſelf to be return- 
ed, to the petitioner's prejudice : and praying &c. 


vileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter. with their opinion. | 


letter which was wrote down to Bramber, to corrupt 
the ſaid borough in the laſt election of members 
of parliament there. 


mine into the matter of the ſaid letter, and report 
the ſame to the houſe. 


committee, that he was directed by the ſaid com- 
mittee to move the houſe, that they may have power 
to enquire into any other letters ſent to the ſaid 
borough of the ſame nature. 


into any other letters of the ſame nature ſent to buy 
ſaid borough. 


mittee, that they had examined into the matters re- 
ferred to them, and taken the examinations of ſeve- 
ral perſons. 


letter dated 17th of December, 1700, from one 
William Clifton his uncle; wherein amongſt other 
things is written; I have a perſon that is ſuitable 
for a member to ſerve for your town of Bramber: 
I will fling away 1001. on ſuch a thing unknown 
to him: If you can be his friend, I can fling 
* 2001. into the river at Bramber.” 


letter, nor ever aſked Clifton, who the perſon was 
'he had recommended, looking on him to be a dan- 


gerous man. 


election, and told him he took it unkindly he had 
not anſwered the letter : 


mittee, but the ſerjeant's meſſenger, who went to 
ſummon him, acquainted the committee, that Mr. 
Clifton's landlady told him, he had left his lodg- 
ings the Friday before, and ſhe heard ſince he was 
gone to Scotland. 


tion, he was with Clifton, who ſhewed him a letter 
he ſaid he received from Mr. Milman, by the hands 
of one Mr. Cutting; who was thereby directed to 
apply himſelf to Clifton for 10 l. and Clifton was 
to place it to account of Mr. Shepherd. 


Mr. Milman the week after Chriſtmas, to apply 
to Mr. Clifton for ten pounds, for which he had 
given Mr. Milman a note when in town; and be- 
lieves the money was to be placed to Mr. Shepherd's 
account, had it been paid; but Clifton pretending 
he had not the money, he brought the letter back 
to Mr. Milman, and took up his note : that Clifton 
told him Mr. Milman was to have 100 l. for his 
intereſt in the ſaid election. 


letter, but ſaid there was no direction to place the 101. 
to Mr. Shepherd's account; and 
letter, ſaid he burnt it by the advice of Mr. Perris 


Feb. 25, 1700. A petition of John Aſgill, eſquire, 


Ordered it be referred to the committee of pri- 


March 2, 1700. The houſe being informed of a 
Ordered it be referred to a committee to exa- 
4th. Colonel Stringer reported from the aid 
Ordered, the committee have power to enquire 


12th. Mr. Stringer reported from the ſaid com- 


Mr. Thomas Waller attended, and produced a 


Mr. Waller ſaid, he never anſwered the ſaid 


That Clifton was preſent and buſy about the 


That Clifton was ſummoned to attend the com- 


Mr. Harvey ſaid, being at Bramber at the elec- 


Cutting ſaid, he did receive a letter from 


Mr. Milman attending, owned the writing of the 


being aſked for the 


of the Six Clerks office a week ſince, becauſe there 


Irrer, 
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was an indorſement written thereon (as he believes 
by Clifton) and ſigned S. S. which he thought 
would do Mr. Shepherd a prejudice z but that he 
kept a copy of the letter without the indorſement, 
and produced a paper which he ſaid imported ſuch 
letter: but Mr. Harvey confronting him, ſaid, it 
was not a true copy of the letter he ſaw Clifton had 
from Cutting, becauſe the direction of placing the 
ten pounds to Mr. Shepherd's account was omitted. 
Mr. Milman farther ſaid, that, on the 25th of 
December laſt, Mr. Martin, a member of the houſe, 
aſked him to go to a coffee-houſe; and in a private 
room above ſtairs was Mr. Shepherd, who applied 
himſelf to him (Milman) as he knew the great in- 
tereſt he had at Bramber ; and therefore deſired his 
recommendation of a gentleman he ſhould propoſe, 
but refuſed then to name him, and deſired the re- 
commendation might be by letter, and he would 


[ leave a blank for the name ; which he did do after 
g Mr. Shepherd told him the gentleman was Mr. 
r Paſchall, and the name put in the blank of the 
4 letter ſent to Clifton: that Shepherd ſaid, he hired 

a coach for Cutting to go to Bramber, and put 20 
© guineas in his pocket : but Clifton having wrote to 
e Dalby Thomas, who communicated it to Mr. 


Shepherd, that money was to be ſpent, and it would 
coſt two or three hundred pounds more; Shepherd 
ſaid he had given Clifton money, and would not 
ſend any more, nor go any farther in the election. 
Milman ſaid further, he had an account from 


a Cutting of the ſaid election, who ſaid, Mr. Afgill 
ie had not fair play, and the town would petition 
er againſt the election; and that he had got a petition 
le drawn z upon which Mr. Shepherd came to Mil- 
r: man, and deſired he would ſtop the petition, for it 
'R would make a clamour; and he did ſtop it: that 
8 on the iſt of March at night, he met Mr. Shepherd 
(by deſire) where were preſent Mr. Shepherd, his 

id two ſons, Mr. Martin, Mr. Dalby Thomas, and 
as one Mr. Lawton; which Lawton propoſed a method 
n- of interrogation and anſwers, upon a ſuppoſition of 
| an examination of the ſaid letter, and told him he 

he might ſay, as he was at the coffee-houſe, a gentle- 
ad man came to him, a ſtranger, and told him he had 
heard of his intereſt at Bramber, and therefore de- 

n- ſired his letters of recommendation; and Milman 
to anſwering him, Clifton would contradi& him, he 
Ir. was told Clifton was gone on a commiſſion to York- 
g- ſhire; and Mr. Shepherd deſired him ſeveral times 
72S not to mention his name upon any examination 
and if he would be reſolute, they could make no- 

*C- ching of the letter; and that when he ſaid he muſt 
ter ſpeak truth, they upbraided him with being timo- 
ids rous and fearful : that they had ſeveral meetings to 
to prevail on him (at Mr. Shepherd's deſire) not to 
vas name Mr. Shepherd; that upon applying to Mr. 
Dodd, Mr. Dodd adviſed him to ſpeak the whole 

om truth: that upon examination of other letters, there 
ply was one from Cutting, dated Jan. 1700, whereby 
nad amongſt the reſt who were candidates, he writes, 
be- and your friend which is not here ;” and farther 
cd's writes, here is money brought down, and I be- 
ing lieve delivered among your tenants;” and Mr. 
ack Cutting, who wrote the letter, being aſked to ex- 


Plain it, ſaid, he believed the contents to be true, 
becauſe theſe tenants refuſed to vote for Mr. Strin- 
ger, but did vote for Mr. Owen, a perfect ſtranger 
to. the borough, which occaſioned his ſuppoſing 
they were bribed ; that' by another letter from Mr. 
Cutting ro Milman, dated Jan. 4th, 12 at night, 
1700, wherein it was written, I have two votes 
2 promiſed, which is their own houſes 1 I have 


- 


The Borough of BR AM ER, 


© promiſed them ten pounds a- piece to mend their 
* houſes: It has coſt me 131. already: I hope 
© you have returned me money: it is too late to 
« {end a meſſenger on purpoſe.” 

Cutting ſaid, the meaning of the letter was, that 
Mr. Milman told him, if he ſent a meſſenger, he 
could return an 100 l. to repair the tenants houſes ; 
and that was no bribery ; but that money was not 
ſent, becauſe Milman's intereſt miſcarried. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that there 
have been many indirect and corrupt practices in 
order to procure an election at the ſaid borough of 
Bramber. 

Reſolved, it appears to the houſe, that there has 
been endeavours and tampering with the witneſſes, 
in relation to the evidence to be given concerning 
the corrupting the electors for the ſaid borough. 

The houſe being informed, Mr. Lawton, named 
in the report, was at the door, arid deſired to be 
heard concerning the matter charged upon him : 

He was ordered to be called in, charged, and 


heard, and withdrew. 


Reſolved, Mr. Lawton is guilty of tampering 
with the witneſſes, and endeavouring to ſuppreſs 
the evidence to be given concerning the corrupting 
the electors of the ſaid borough. | 

Ordered, that Mr. Lawton be for his offence 
taken into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms. 

Ordered, Mr. Dalby Thomas, named in the ſaid 
report, be ſummoned to attend this houſe to-morrow 
morning. 

That Mr. Milman, named in the faid report, be 
ſummoned to attend to- morrow morning. 

Reſolved, it appears that Mr. Alexander Cutting 
hath endeavoured by bribes, and other indirect 
practices, to corrupt the electors of the ſaid borough. 

Ordered, the ſaid Mr. Alexander Cutting be for 
the ſaid offence, taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant 
at arms. ; 
| Reſolved, this houſe will to-morrow morning 
take the ſaid report into farther conſideration, and 
Samuel Shepherd, ſenior, Samuel Shepherd, junior, 
Francis Shepherd, and Joſeph Martin, eſquires, do 
then attend in their places. 

13th, The houſe proceeded in conſidering the 
ſaid report. | h 

Mr. Stringer acquainted the houſe, that, ſince 
the report made, there was come to his hands the 
original of the letter, whereof the copy is mentioned 
in the report; and he delivered the ſame in at the 
clerk's table, where it was read. 


*ToMr. Thomas Waller at Bramber, near Steyning, 
in Suſſex,” 
„Mr. Waller,” | 


* I writ to you laſt night, to deſire you and the 
** tenants not to oppoſe Mr. Aſgill, if he ſtands ; but 
I likewiſe deſire my tenants would give me their 
votes, for the other repreſentative. I underſtand 
* the houſes are much out of repair, and I have de- 
fired the bearer to view them, in order to make 
e them tenantable, to the liking of the tenants. As 
* to the approaching election, if you find that Mr. 
* Aſgill is not like to prevail, then I deſire you will 


promote my intereſt, and the intereſt of my friend, 


* who Mr. Clifton ſhall name unto you, being John 
“ Paſchall, eſquire, ſo that he and myſelf may be 
* choſen; wiſhing you and all my tenants an happy 
<« Chriſtmas, and merry new year, and expecting to 
hear from you; and am, | 
« Your friend at command, 
„William Milman.” 
U And 


Inner Temple, 
Dec. 27, 1700. 
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And Mr. Samuel Shepherd, ſenior, Mr. Samuel 
Shepherd, junior, Mr. Francis Shepherd, and Mr. 
Martin, attending, the report was read, and they 
Heard thereupon : and Mr. Milman called in and 
examined; and one Mr. Holland called in and ex- 
amiked ; Alſo Mr. Dalby Thomas was called in and 
examined, and heard as to the charge againſt him: 
after which Mr. Shepherd, ſenior, was heard and 
then they withdrew. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, Samuel 
Shepherd, ſenior, eſquire, is guilty of ſeveral un- 
warrantable and indirect practices, in order to ob- 
tain an election of a member to ſerve in parliament 
for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Samuel Shepherd, ſenior, eſquire; 
is guilty of ſending out of the way a witneſs, and 
endeavouring to ſuppreſs evidence, touching matters 
under examination of this houſe. Ordered him to 
attend in his place to-morrow morning. 

That Mr. Richard Sherewood, Mr. Peter * 

and — Perkins of Foſterlane, do then attend. 

14th. Mr. Samuel Shepherd, ſenior, attended, 
and was heard in regard to the borough of Wooton 
Baſſet; and ordered to attend' the next day, | See 
Wooton Baſſee. ] 

15th. He attended again, and charged with mat- 
ters of the ſame kind at Malmſbury and Ilcheſter. 
[See Malmſbury and Ilchefter. ] 

Ordered to attend on Monday, 

17th. Attended again, and heard in reſpect of 
the borough of Andover, [Sce Andover.] 

18th, Ordered to attend again next day. 

Attended, and heard again, as to the borough 
of Newport in Hants. | See Newport in Hants. } 

And the ſeveral other reſolutions of the | houſe 
againſt the faid Mr. Shepherd, fenior, being road 
VIZ. 

Reſolved, that Samuel Shepherd, ſenior, efquire, 
is guilty of ſeveral unwarrantable and indirect 
practices in order to obtain an election of a member 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

Reſolved, that Samuel Shepherd, ſenior, eſquire, 
is guilty of ſending out of the way a witneſs, and 
endeavouring to ſuppreſs evidence touching matters 
under examination of this houſe. | 

Ordered, the ſaid Samuel Shepherd, ſenior, eſquire, 
be committed priſoner to his Majeſty's Tower of 
London. | 

Reſolved, on this day-ſeven-night to conſider 
further in regard to the crimes whereof Mr. Shep- 
herd is convicted. 

. 25th, The ſerjeant at arms acquainted the houſe, 
that Mr. Alexander Cutting, who was ordered into 
"= in relation to this borough, had abſconded. 

Reſolved, an addreſs to the King for a pace 
mation for apprehending him. 

Reſolved, that it appears to the houſe, Mr. 
William Clifton hath endeavoured by bribery, and 
other corrupt practices, to procure an election of 
members of parliament for this borough. 
Ordered, the ſaid Mr. Clifton be for his offence 
taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms. % 

Jan. 8, 1701. The petition of John Aſgill, eſquire, 
was preſented and read; ſetting forth, he was duly 


choſen a burgeſs for this borough, but John Jupp, 


the conſtable, hath returned Thomas Owen, ene, 
in prejudice of the petitioner. | 

Ordercd to be referred to the committee of- pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 
Port it with their opinion. Never heard. 

Nov. 29, 1703: A petition of Thomas Viſcount 
Windfor of the kingdom of Ireland, was preſented 


to the houſe and read; ſetting forth, that-the-peti- 
tioner was duly choſen a burgefs for this , borough, 
in the room of the Lord Conway, and ought to 


have been returned; but Edward Sharp, conſtable 


of, the ſaid, borough, polled ſeveral perſons who 
had no legal votes, for John Middleton, eſquire, 
and hath returned him in wrong of the petitioner. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections to examine the matter, 
and report it with their opinion. 

Jan. 13. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday. 

18th. Mr. Bromley reported, that the right of 
election was agreed to be in the perſons inhabiting 
in antient houſes, or in houſes built upon antient 
foundations, paying ſcot and lot. 

That upon the poll the numbers were equal but 
the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, they ſhould add 
three to his poll, and take off four from Mr. Mid- 
dleton's poll. 
| Called evidence: who proved three, who inhabited 
antient houſes, and were charged to the poor's 
rates, were refuſed : and as to four others, they did 
not live in ſuch houſes, or in houſes -built on the 
foundations of ſuch houſes ; that one lived in part 
of an houſe with another perſon who yoted ; that 
others inhabited in houſes, made into tenements 
from a Smith's forge, malt-houſe, and a tan-barn. 
The witneſſes alſo added, that the petitioner de- 
clared, ſome time before the election, againſt bri- 
bery, and that he would turn out any of his tenants 
who ſhould take money. 

To anſwer this, evidence was called: who faid, 
the three votes, who were added for the petitioner, 
came into town not long before the election; and 
warrants had been granted to remove two of them. 
This, the counſel on the other ſide argued, was an 
indirect practice to take off their votes: but the wit- 
neſſes for Mr. Middleton ſaid, as to their being 
charged to the poor, it was done by the threats of 
the petitioner, upon making a levy on Sunday be- 
fore the election; and it was only figned- by the 
miniſter and overſeers of the poor; and affirmed, 
they never demanded to vote at this election. 

That the divided houſe had been in two tenements 
about ſeven years, and the inhabitants of them had 
voted in former elections; though once Mr. Aſgill 
objected to one of them, and he was refuſed, 

That the ſmith's forge, the tan-barn, and malt- 
houſe, had been dwelling ' houſes; one of them 16 
or 17, one of them 15, and one above 30 years; 
and their inhabitants voted till the year 1700. 

They then called witneſſes to prove indirect prac. 
tices in the petitioner. 

John Hudſon produced a letter from Mr. Craven 
(who came with the petitioner to Bramber) dated 
the 275th-of July laſt; deſiring him to give 24 
buſhels of malt to Lady Jeffrys's tenants, and one 
Finch, who voted in her intereſt at the laſt election; 
and ſaid, the letter was brought by the petitioner's 
ſervant, who left three guineas to pay for it : that 
the malt was diſtributed to eight z and the remain- 
der of the money, being tight ſhillings, he gave to 
Finch, by order of the petitioner, after the election : 
that this witneſs did not vote for the petitioner. 
Waller faid, the petitioner gave him five guineas 
(two days after St. James) to drink his healch with 
the borough ; and nn 
of the money. | 

Mary Emery faid, the petitioner gave her 
e e 0] e en on the day 
they were martied: that her huſband has 2 
vote; but the petitioner faid nothing then, mo 

1 ing 
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being a candidate: that about three weeks after he 
gave her another guinea, and deſired her to engage 
her huſband's vote: that her huſband did not vote 
for him : alſo, ſhe was at an entertainment with 
freemen, and paid nothing. 
22 ſaid, he — to the ſaid enter- 
tainment, by ſome of the petitioner's ſervants; where 
was boiled and roaſt beef, and veniſon paſty : that 
they were together ſeven hours, and paid only ſix- 
pence each. 

Parſons ſaid, Edward Witcher, who voted for the 
petitioner, three days before the election, brought 
him five guineas to weigh and change; ſaying, he 
could get more money by burgeſſing, than all his 
corn was worth: and, after the election, he brought 
ſeventeen and an half more; and told him, he had 
been with the petitioner ; and had them for bur- 
geſſing. 

In reply.— Mr. Craven ſaid, he went the firſt 

time with the petitioner to Bramber ; there was then 

no talk of his being a candidate : owned, that by 

the petitioner's directions he ordered the malt for 

Lady Jeffrys's tenants z which he thought had been 

uſually done. 

Mr. Ruſſell ſaid, the petitioner went to Bramber, 

to ſee Lady Jefirys's eſtate, to whom he is ſince mar- 

ried ; and that the entertainment was for her's, and 

Mr. Aſgill's tenants, who paid their club. Upon 

the whole, the committee reſolved 

That John Middleton is not duly elected a bur- 

geſs, to ſerve in parliament for this borough. 

That Thomas Lord Viſcount Windſor is duly 

elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament for this 

borough. 

The firſt of theſe reſolutions being read again, was 

agreed to by the houſe. 

The ſecond reſolution being read again, was diſa- 
to. 

Reſolved, the late election, for a burgeſs ta ſerve 
in parliament for the ſaid borough, is a void elec- 
tion. 

Feb. 12, 1703. A petition of the Lord Viſcount 
Windſor was preſented and read; ſetting forth, that, 
at the laſt election for this borough, the petitioner, 
and Samuel Sambrook, eſquire, were candidates; 
and the petitioner had a majority of legal votes, 
though the conſtahle of the ſaid borough polled 
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t- ſeveral for Mr. Sambrook, who had no votes; and 

16 Mr. Owen, and his ſon, procured ſeveral votes for 

s ñ him, who otherwiſe would have voted for the peti- 
: tioner. | 228 

ac- Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
4 vileges and elections to examine, and report. the 

ven 7 matter with their opinion. | 

ted 21ſt. A, petition of Richard Finch, and other 

24 burgeſſes of this borough, was preſented and read; 

ne i ſetting forth, the rights of the borough had been 


greatly violated, of late years, in their elections of 
members to ſerve in parliament, and particularly 


hat by Samuel Sambrook, Mr. Owen, and his ſon, and 
in- their agents; who, by bribery and other indirect 
to practices, did procure Mr. Sambrook to be return- 
n: ed a member, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 


for this borough, although he was not duly choſen : 
and praying they may be permitted to prove the ſaid 
matters, in order to prevent the like practices for 
the future, and preſent redreſs therein. 

Ordered to be referred in like manner, and re- 


her ported together. | 

day March 8. Ordered to be reported on Friday next. 
roth. Colonel Bierly reported, the right of electi - 
his on was opened by the petitioner's counſel, as in 
ing 
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the former hearing, and not controverted by the 
other ſide. The poll was, | 
For Mr. Sambrook 18, 
| For the petitioner 14. 

The petitioner's counſel, to prove indirect prac- 
tices, called William Clifton; who ſpoke to offers 
made by Mr. Sambrook before the former election. 

They alſo called Winter, Conſtable, Biſhop, and 
others: the firſt of whom ſpoke of money offered 
by Mr. Owen, junior, in caſe Mr. Sambrook ſhould 
be elected; and the others ſpoke as to what they 
had heard from ſome perſons, who voted for the pe- 
titioner. 

They then excepted to ſome who voted for the 
ſitting member, and called ſeveral witneſſes: who 
ſaid, Thomas Churcher, ſenior, lived in an houſe, for- 
merly a ſmith's forge: that Richard Weſt lived in 
an houſe, formerly a malt-houſe : Edward Budd in 
an houſe, formerly a tan-yard : Thomas Churcher, 
junior, lived in a ſplit houſe : and Sharp, the conſta- 
ble, voted for the other part of ir. 

In anſwer, Sturt ſaid, theſe houſes had been lived 
in 14 or 15 years, and allowed votes till 1700, 
without objection : that young Churcher and Sharp 
lived in two diſtin houſes, and paid two ſeveral 
quit- rents. 

To prove illegal and corrupt practices, they called 
Mr. Sturt and Joſeph Hobtrough : who ſaid, Jo- 
ſeph Hobtrough was threatned by the peritioner to 
be turned out of his houſe, if he did not vote as 
the other tenants : that Hobtrough voted for Mr. 
Sambrook, and was arreſted at the ſuit of the petiti- 
oner, after he was ſummoned to attend the com- 
mittee. | 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved ; 

That Samuel Sambrook, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough : to which the houſe agreed. | 

Nov. 3, 1705. A petition of William Penn, ef- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of members, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
tor this borough, the honourable the Lord Viſcount 
Windfor, John Aſgill, Samuel Sambrook, eſquires, 
and the petitioner, were candidates: that the ſaid 
Lord Windſor, and Mr. Aſgill, did, by themſelves 
and agents, by bribery, treating, and other illegal 
practices, procure ſeveral of the electors to vote for 
them, who would otherwiſe have voted for the pe- 
titioner : natwithſtanding which, the ſaid petitio- 
ner had a majority of legal votes, and ought to 
have been returned; but the Lord Windſor, and 
Mr. Aſgill, have procured themſelves to be return- 
ed, in wrong to the petitioner, and in violation of 
the laws againſt bribery and treating: and prays 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame with their opinion. 

Dec. 7. Ordered, that Mr. Penn have leave to 
withdraw the ſaid petition. 

Nov. 10, 170%. Mr. Speaker acquainted the 
houſe, that he had received a letter from John 
Aſgill, eſquire (a member of this houſe) from the 
Fleet priſon ; complaining, that he was detained 
from attending the ſervice of this houſe, by reaſon 
of two judgments executed upon him, at the ſuit 
of John Holland, Thomas Matthews, and John 
Wetton, and other meſne proceſs ; and that he de- 
fires the ſame may be communicated to the houſe : 


which was read to the houſe, and is as follows, 
VIZ, 


Fleet 
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| & Fleet Priſon, Nov. 7, 1507.” 
«SIR, — 
* think it my duty to make known to the houſe, 
that I am detained from attending their ſervice in the 
priſon of the Fleet, by reaſon of two judgments 
executed upon me, by procurement of John Rice, 
* and Hezekiah Benſon, his attorney : the one, at 
the ſuit of John Holland; and the other, of Tho- 
mas Matthews, and John Wetton, truſtees for the 
* ſaid Rice of lands by him purchaſed, with deben- 
A tures granted him by parliament, and as ſuch fince 
* veſted in her Majefty ; and of ſome other meſne 


„ proceſs; from which I had delivered myſelf by bail, 


* if not diſabled by theſe executions, 

* am adviſed, the proper method of advertiſing 
e the houſe, is by letter to yourſelf ; but if, upon 
* communicating of this, they ſhould pleaſe to ſigni- 
« fy their pleaſure for any other way of addreſs, my 
„ obedience is ready for their commands. 

© 1-R; 
* Your moſt 2 ſervant, 
Jon AscilL.” 

To the right honourable John Smith, eſquire, 

© ſpeaker of the honourable houſe of commons.” 

Ordered, that a committee be appointed to exa- 
mine the matter of the ſaid complaint, and ſearch 
precedents, in relation thereto. - 

13th. A petition of John Holland, of Breewood 
in the county of Stafford, gentleman, was read; 
ſhewing, that John Aſgill, eſquire, a member of 
this houſe, being indebted to the petitioner, was 
(after great trouble and expence, both in England 
and Ireland, for many years) taken in execution in 
Trinity term laſt, when his privilege of parliament 
was expired: that he is now in cuſtody, and there 
is no poſſible means for the petitioner ever to get 
any thing from him, but by detaining his perſon: 
and praying that the houſe will not allow Mr. Aſgill 
any. privilege, until he hath made the petitioner ſa- 
tisfaction for his debt. 

Ordered, that the petition do lie upon the table, 
until the report be made from the committee, to 
whom the matter of the complaint of the ſaid Mr. 
Aſgill is referred. 

15th. Sir Henry Dutton Colt, acquainted the 
houſe, that the committee, to whom the matter re- 
lating to Mr. Afgill (a member of this houſe, in 
priſon of the Fleet) was referred, had directed him 
to make a report thereof, when the houſe will pleaſe 
to receive it. 

Reſolved, that the report be now received. 

Accordingly Sir Henry Dutton Colt, reported 
the matter to the houſe, and afterwards delivered 
the ſame in at the clerk's table; where the ſame 
was read, and is as followeth, viz. 

That it appeared, upon the examination of the 
high bailiff, and keeper 2 the Gatehouſe, Weſtmin- 
ſter, one Elderton a bailiff, and the warden of the 
Fleet, that a warrant was ſent from the ſheriff of 
Middleſex to the high bailiff of Weſtminſter, dated 
the 11th of June, 150%, for arreſting the ſaid Mr. 
Aſgill, at the ſuit of John Holland, for 63901. debt; 
and at the ſuit of John Taylor, for 2500 1. debt. 

That, purſuant to the ſaid warrant, Mr. Aſqill 
was arreſted, the 12th of June aforeſaid, by one 
Elderton, a bailiff to the ſaid high bailiff of Weſt- 
minſter, and by him detained till the 14th of the 
ſaid June; and then he delivered the ſaid Mr. Aſgill 
to the cuſtody of the Gatehouſe priſon, charged in 
execution, at the ſuit of the ſaid John Holland and 
John Taylor. 

That the ſaid Mr. Aſgill, the 23d of October, 
1707, was removed, by habeas corpus, from the 


The Borough of B R AMR E R. 


Gatehouſe to the priſon of the Fleet, then c 

with actions upon meſne proceſs, at ſeveral perſons 
ſuits, in the ſum of 2284 1. and on executions, in 
the ſum of 98901. as by the original return, an- 
nexed to the ſaid writ of habeas corpus, appeared, 
Then the committee proceeded to ſearch for pre. 
cedents of the method of proceedings, which this 
houſe has uſed in caſes of privilege ; and the me. 
thod of freeing their members under arreſts : which, 
in point of time as they ſtand upon the Journal of 
this houſe, are, viz. 

The firſt precedent, is the caſe of Sir — 
Shirley, in 1 Jac. as follows; viz. 

The parliament, 1 Jac. was ſummoned to meet 
on the 19th of March (four days before the parlia. 
ment met) Sir Thomas Shirley, who was elected 
burgeſs of Steyning, was arreſted, and committed 
to the Fleet. 

Upon a motion made on his behalf, the houſe or. 

dered a warrant ſhould be directed, under the hand 
of Mr. Speaker, to the clerk of the Crown, for a 
writ of habeas to bring the body of Sir 
Thomas into the houſe upon "Tueſday following, 
22 March, 1603. 
It appeared, upon examination of the fact, that 
the execution was taken forth the goth of January, 
1603, a day before the teſte of the writ, and was 
delivered to the ſerjeant the r ith of February before 
Sir Thomas was elected: the heads of the debate, 
upon this occaſion, appear upon che Journal; and 
concluded; with appointing a committee to conſider 
all the queſtions and doubts in this caſe, 27 March, 
1604. 

Upon report of the committee, the houſe order- 
ed that Sympſon, at whoſe ſuit Sir Thomas was 
committed, and the ſerjeant that arreſted him, 
ſhould be committed to the Tower ; and that they 
would hear counſel on all parties on theſe points: 

iſt, Whether privilege be allowed, ſince the exe- 
cution was taken forth before the parliament ſat. 

2d. Whether the action was diſcharged. 

3d. Where the loſs ſhould lie. April 9, 1604. 

The argument of the counſel, and the prece- 
dents they uſed, appear in the Journal; viz. that 
of Hyde, 14 Edw. IV; of Larke, 8 Hen. VI; 
and of Clerk, 29 Hen. VI. 

Upon reading theſe precedents, three 6 
were put: 


1ſt. Whether Sir Thomas Shirley ſhould have 


privilege ? 

2dly. Whether preſently, or deferred till furche 
order ? 

3dly. Whether we ſhall be petitioners to his Ma- 
jeſty, according to former precedents, for ſome 
courſe of ſecyring the debt of the party, and ſav- 
ing harmleſs the warden of the Fleet ? 

Which were all reſolved in the affirmative. 

A bill for ſecuring Sympſon's debt was twice 
read, 'and committed, 

The farfie bill read a third time, and pad. 
Sent up to the lords. 

A bill for the relief of. plaintiffs, where the de- 
fendants in execution are ſet at liberty, altered in 
the ſtile, and ordered to be engroſſed. 

On the ſecond of May a motion was made, to 
appoint a committee to conſider of all ſuch prece- 
dents, as ſhall be offered in the particulars of Sir 
Thomas Shirley's caſe of privilege ; and there are 
the copies of ſeveral records in your Journal. 

. * Reſolved, that Sir Thomas Shirley be La 

&« delivered. 
& Ordered, _ Fo queſtion, that a writ of 
„ habeas 
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« gabeas corpus ſhall preſently be awarded, for the 
« bringing of his body (being priſoner in the Fleet) 
« into the houſe to-morrow, at eight of the clock 
« of the morning ; and a warrant, containing the 
« effect of the order, under the hand of Mr. Speaker, 


« directed to the clerk of the Crown accordingly.“ 


Upon the 4th of May a petition was tendred, and 
read in the houſe, to be exhibited to his Majeſty, 
for the royal aſſent to Sir Thomas Shirley's bill pre- 
ſently to be had. 

Upon the reading it was not approved, nor 
thought fit by the houſe to proceed in that manner; 
being, as it was conceived, ſome impeachment to 
the privilege of the houſe. The petition itſelf is 
entered in the Journal, and is according to the form 
of thoſe acts that paſſed in the time of Edward 
the fourth : but the houſe reſolved, that a habeas 
corpus be awarded as before. 

But the warden of the Fleet denied to execute the 
writ of habeas corpus, before the King's royal aſ- 
ſent was procured to the bill for the ſecurity of 
Sympſon, and himſelf ; and was committed to the 
ſerjeant, May 7, 1604. | 

The ſame day, an act for new executions to be 
ſued after the parliament, when the defendants, 
&c. was read a third time, and paſſed. 

The. warden of the Fleet continuing obſtinate, 
and refuſing to deliver Sir Thomas, unleſs he would 
give ſecurity; it was ordered to commit the warden 
of the Fleet to the Tower cloſe priſoner: to ſend the 
ſerjeant to-morrow (ſitting the court) to require the 
delivery of Sir Thomas Shirley. | 

May 8, 1604. The ſerjeant returns from the Fleet, 


and ſays the warden's wife refuſeth to deliver him. 


Mr. Secretary Herbert reports, that his Majeſty, 
upon reading of the precedent of Ferrers, was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to leave it to their liberty, to pro- 
ceed in the caſe of Sir Thomas Shirley as they 


thought fit. 


May 9, 1604. The firſt bill for ſecuring the debt 


of Sympſon being found faulty, after it had paſſed 
both houſes, a new bill was drawn, and paſſed the 
houſe in one day. 

Sir Roger Aſton delivered from the King, that, 
in verbo principis, he will give his aſſent at the end 
of the ſeſſions, 

May 10, 1604. The warden and his wife continuing 
obſtinate, the houſe at laſt committed him to the pri- 
ſon of Little Eaſe in the Tower; and, upon the 1 5th, 
cauſed. Sir Thomas to be delivered, and he was in- 
ſtantly admitted to fit in the houſe. 

The ſecond precedent is : 

: Sabbati, 9 April. 12 Jac. J. 

Sir John Strangewith moveth, that Sir William 

Bamfield, burgeſs for Bridport, is committed 

my Lord Chancellor ſince the time of the ſummons 

of the - parliament, but before the election; and 

prays the direction of the houſe : which was referred 

to the conſideration of the committee for privileges. 
| Jovis, 14 April. predift.” 

Mr. Fuller reports Sir William Bamfield's caſe ; 
that he was committed before his election for a con- 
tempt, for not accepting the offer of Sir John 
Wentworth. | 

Upon the queſtion, whether Sir William Bam- 
« field, committed after the ſummons, and before 
* bis election, for a contempt ; | 

<*< Ordered, upon the queſtion, that he ſhall have 
his privilege, by writ of habeas corpus.” 


Ihe third precedent, is Sir John Prettyman's caſe ; 

viz. the parliament was prorogued from the 1oth 
of November, 1674, to the 13th of April, 1675. 
. F $ 4 I \ . 


On the 14th of April, 1675, information beiiig 
given to the houſe, that Sir John Prettyman, 4 
member thereof, is detained priſoner in the priſon 
of the King's bench; in one execution, 'and uport 
ſeveral other meſne proceſſes. | 

„ Ordered, that the marſhal of the King's bench 
do bring Sir John Prettyman, to-morrow morn- 
ing, to this houſe, together with the cauſe of his 
being detained in priſon from the attendance of 
* this houſe.” h | 

April 15, 1675: The marſhal of the King's bench 
being called into the houſe, to give an account of 
the order ſent to him to bring Sir John Prettyman 
into the houſe; and having given an account why 
he had not at preſent obeyed the order, the matter 
was referred to the committee of privileges. 

April 20, 1675. Reſolved, that Sir John Pfet- 
* tyman be delivered out of the cuſtody of the 
© marſhal of the King's bench, to attend the ſer- 
vice of the houſe. 

© Reſolved, that Sir John Prettyman be deliver- 
* ed from ſuch cuſtody, by ſending the ſerjeant 
at arms, attending on the houſe with the mace, 
&© to attend the ſervice of the houſe.” 

The fourth precedent, is Sir Robert Holt's caſe ; 
Viz. 

Feb. 16, 1676. Information was given to the 
houſe, that Sir Robert Holt, a member of the 
houſe, was detained priſoner in the Fleet, at the 
ſuit of Mr. Edmund Prideaux, and thereby hinder- 
ed from attending the ſervice of the houſe. 

A petition of the ſaid Mr. Prideaux was alſo 
tendered and read, 

And a debate enſuing ; 

„ Reſolved, that Sir Robert Holt's caſe (he be- 
ing taken in execution, and detained priſoner iti 
the Fleet, and thereby hindered from attending 
the ſervice of this houſe) be referred to a com- 
© mittee.” | | 

The 22d of Feb. 1676. Reſolved, that the mat- 
© ter of Sir Robert Holt's caſe (being detained in 
* the priſon of the Fleet in execution, and thereby 


| © hindered from attending the ſervice of this houſe) 


be referred to the committee of elections and pri- 
<< vileges ; and they are to ſearch precedents in the 
«c caſe,” . 

On the 2d of April, 1676, upon the report from 
the committee of privileges, 

% Reſolved, that Sir Robert Holt be delivered 
&* out of the cuſtody of the warden of the Fleet, to 
© attend the ſervice of this houſe.” 

© Reſolved, that Sir Robert Holt be delivered 
from ſuch cuſtody, by ſending the ſerjeant at 
„ arms, attending this houſe with the mace, to 
bring him to the ſervice of the houſe.” 

Ordered, that the ſaid report be taken into con- 
ſideration upon Thurſday morning next. 

20th. The order of the day being read for taking 
into conſideration the report, relating to Mr. Aſgill 
(a member of this houſe) in priſon in the Fleet; 

Ordered, that the conſideration of the ſaid report 
be adjourned till Tueſday morning next. 

25th. The order of the day being read for taking 
into conſideration the report, relating to Mr. Aſgill 
(a member of this houſe) in priſon in the Fleet ; 

Ordered, that the ſerjeant at arms, attending this 
houſe, do go with the mace into Weſtminſter-hall, 
and courts there, and court of Requeſts, and places 
adjacent, and ſummon the members there to at- 
tend the ſervice. of the houſe. 

And he went accordingly : ' 

And being returned, | 


The 
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The report relating to Mr. Aſgill was again read. 

Ordered, that the report be recommitted. | 

The houſe being informed of a printed book, or 
pamphlet, ſigned J. Aſgill, intitled, An atgu- 
% ment, proving that, according to the covenant 
% of eternal life revealed in the Scriptures, man 
© may be tranſlated from hence into that eternal life, 
<« without paſſing through death, although the hu- 
% man nature of Chriſt himſelf could not be thus 
<« tranſlated, till he had paſſed through death; 
ſeveral paragraphs whereof are contrary to, and 
reflecting upon the Chriſtian religion. 

The book was brought up to the table, and the 
title and ſeveral paragraphs thereof, read. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee, to en- 
quire into the author of the ſaid book. 

26th. Mr. Harley reported from the ſaid com- 
mittee, that they had directed him to move, that it 
may be alſo enquired into, who was the printer 
and publiſher of the ſaid book; and may alſo re- 
port what paſſages therein, which are contrary to, 
and reflecting upon, the Chriſtian religion. 

Ordered, that the ſaid committee do examine, who 
was the printer and publiſher of the ſaid book, and 
report the paſſages therein which are contrary * 
and reflecting upon, the Chriſtian religion. 

27th. Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe, that hs 
had reei ved a letter from Mr. Aſgill, in relation to 
the book under examination; and the ſame was 
read, and is as follows; viz. 

„Fleet, Nov. 26, 1707. 
«SIR, 


<« Obſerving your votes for enquiring into the au- 
« thor of the book ſigned with my name, I think it 
u duc to prevent the houſe loſs of time in that 

5 enquiry. 

What I wrote, I am ready to produce and recog- 
« nize, whenever the houſe pleaſe to admit me to 
% anſwer it in my place; and not doubting,-but 
« will adjudge my right to that admiſſion, I hope 
te they will alſo pleaſe to reſpite any further cenfute 
« upon it, till then. 

«SIR, 
*« Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Joux Asciir.” 
To the right honourable John Smith, eſquire, 
„ ſpeaker of the houſe of commons.” 

Ordered, the ſaid letter do lie upon the table un- 
til the report be made from the committee, to 
whom the ſaid book is referred. 

29th. Mr. Edward Harley reported from the ſaid 
committee, what paſſages are therein contrary to, 
and reflecting upon, the Chriſtian religion; that the 
committee had examined, and collected the matters 
directed, and had ordered him to report the fame 
to the houſe ; which he read in his and 
afterwards delivered in at the clerk's table. 

Reſolved, to conſider the report on Thurſday next. 


Dec. 4. Ordered to be conſidered on Tueſday next. 


gth. Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe, that he 


had received another letter from Mr. Aſgill ; which 


was read, and is as followeth ; viz. 
Fleet, December g, 2707. 
81 , 


o e che call of the houſe (or the report on my 
« book) will oxcaſion the judgment of the dot in 
calling me to my place. 

* As an additional help toobſtruR that, T uner- 
made againſt 
me, as being guilty of a breach of truſt in pur- 
„ chaſe of Lord Kenmare's eſtate in Ireland. 

** Againſt this, I have no way of defence, but by 


letter to 255 chair, which yet I ſhould not have 


- mitted, relating to Mr. Aſgill 
had found concerning members diſcharged. our of 


which he read in his place, and afterwards delivered 
in at the clerk's cable. 


- fideration upon 


&* done, had not ſome members been pleaſed to de- 
« clare, what influence this hath had on them in the 
© matter of my privilege now depending; which 1 
* hope will plead my pardon for the following nar- 
rative. 

** Several years ſince, I was expelled the houſe of 
commons in Ireland, on pretence of the book now 
to be reported. 

But about three days after, the true cauſe of this 
c expulſion appeared, by delivering a petition into 
that houſe againſt me for breach of this truſt, 
* which was heard at the bar of the houſe ; where 
there appeared againſt me four witneſſes, two 

* counſel at the bar, and four managers in the houſe, 
« who had been chief ſticklers for my expulſion. 

* Againſt theſe, I made my defence alone, having 
* my innocence for my counſel, and the contradic- 
“tion of their own witneſſes for my evidence; and 
<< after the petition had been expoſed, to be as ridi- 
„ culous as it was falſe, it was rejected. 

„Ever ſince that, I have offered them to wave my 
„ privilege to any bill. 

And having been lately ſhewn a petition, pre- 
„ pared (as is ſaid) for this houſe, I have preſſed them 
to deliver it, flattering myſelf, that the hearing of 
* the cauſe may prove ſome diverſion to the houſe 
« for all the trouble (ſo unwillingly) occafioned to 
« them by « SIR, 

* Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Joux Ascii.“ 


To the right honourable Speaker of the houſe 


* of commons.” 

The order of the day being read, 

Ordered, that the houſe be called over upon 
Thurſday the 15th day of January next, and that 
ſuch members as ſhall not then attend be ſent for 
1 ſerjeant at arms, attending this 

e. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do write his letters 
to the ſheriffs of the reſpectĩive counties, to ſummon 
the members who are in the country to attend the 
ſervice of the houſe, upon the 15th day of January 
next. 

A motion being made, and the queſtion being 
put, that this houſe do now proceed in the conſi- 
deration of the report from the committee, to 
whom it was referred to examine, who was the au- 
thor, printer, and publiſher of a book, intituled, 
* An argument ing, that according to the 
“ covenant of eternal life revealed in the Scriptures, 
* man may be tranſlated, from hence into that 
<« eternal life without paſſing through death; al- 
though the human nature of Chriſt himſelf could 
1 oo” eee 
% geach : 

It paſſed in the negative. 

Ordered, that the faid report be conſidered upon 
this day feven-night, and nothing to intervene. 

12th, Sir Henry Dutton Colt reported from the 
committee ta whom a former report was re-com- 
à member of this 
houſe, (in priſon in the Fleet) the precedents they 


priſon, which they had directed him to report; and 


Ordered, that the faid report be taken imo con- 
morning next. 

December 26th. The houſe, according to order, 
proceeded to take into conſideration the report from 
the committee, who were appointed to examine the 
_— in a letter ſent from John 


Aſgill, 
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Aſgill, eſquire, a member of this houſe, that he was 
tained from attending the ſervice of the houſe; 
and who were to ſearch precedents what hath been 
done for diſcharge of any members impriſoned upon 
execution, and meſne proceſs. | 
And the report was read, and is as followeth, viz. 
That it appeared upon the examination of the 
high bailiff, and keeper of the Gatehouſe, Weſtmin- 
ſter; one Elderton a bailiff, and the warden of the 
Fleet; that a warrant was ſent from the ſheriff of 
Middleſex to the high bailiff of Weſtminſter dated 
the 11th of June, 1707, for arreſting the ſaid Mr. 
Aſgill, at the ſuit of John Holland for 6, 390 l. debt, 
and at the ſuit of John Taylor for 2,500 1. debt. 
That, purſuant to the ſaid warrants, Mr. Afgill 
was arreſted the 12th of June aforeſaid, by one 
Elderton a bailiff, to the ſaid high bailiff of Weſt- 
minſter, and by him detained till the 14th of the 
ſaid June; and then he delivered Mr. Aſgill to the 
cuſtody of the Gatehouſe priſon, charged in execu- 
tion at the ſuit of the ſaid John Holland, and John 
Taylor. 
That the ſaid Mr. Aſgill the 23d of October, 
1707, was removed by habeas corpus from the 
Gatehouſe to the priſon of the Fleet, then charged 
with actions upon meine proceſs, at ſeveral perſons 
ſuits, in the ſum of 2,284 l. and on executions in 
the ſum of 9,8901. as by the original return, an- 
nexed to the ſaid writ of habeas corpus, appeared. 
That then the committee proceeded to ſearch for 
precedents of the method of proceedings, which 
this houſe has uſed in caſes of privileges, and the 
method of freeing their members under arreſts ; 
which, in point of time as they ſtand upon the 
Journals of this houſe, are ; viz. | 
The moſt noted precedent, is that 
T1. en, VI of Thomas Thorp, ſpeaker, in 31 
Henry VI, and the caſe was this: 
That the parliament being adjourned from Read- 
ing, the 12th of November to the 11th of February, 
from thence to the 14th following, Richard Duke 
of York ſued Thomas Thorp, the ſpeaker, in the 
Exchequer z got a verdict and judgment againſt 
him for 1,0001. damages, and 101. coſts, between 
the 12th of November and 11th of February; and 
took and detained him priſoner in the Fleet : where- 
upon, when the parliament met, the- whole houſe 
of commons preſented a petition for his enlarge- 
ment ; which being entered in the Parliament rolls, 
the committee ordered it to be reported at large; viz. 
Rrguafta falta Fait a rememberer, que le quatorziſme 
rr Jour de fevefer tan ſuiſditz les communes 
ah 8 certeines de tour compagniones firent 
fui. regueſt au Roy, et les ſeigneurs eſpiritu- 
etz et temporetz, en le dit parliament eſteantæ, queur 
peuſſent avoir et anjoier totz tit tielz libertes et privi- 
leges, come ount efte accuſtomez et dauncien temps 
uſez, pur venanter au parlament; [et concordaunt 4 
wmeſmes le libertes et privileges] que Thom. Thorp lour 
commune parlour, et Walter Rayle, membres de la dit 
parlemont, a donques eſteantz in priſon, peuſſent aller allour 
large et liberte, pur le boon eſploit du dit parlemont. 
Rot. Parl. 30 et 32 Hen. VI. num. 25. 26 Parlam. 
31 Hen. VT. 


Declaratio facta ex parte Ducis Ebor. contra delibe- 


rattonem preditti prolecutoris. 26. 


Item, the Friday, the 15th day of February, it 
was opened and declared to the lords ſpiritual and 
demporal, being in the parliament chamber, by the 
counſet of the Duke of York; that where Tho- 
mas Thorp, the Monday the day of the month 
of „ the year of the reign of King Henry 
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the ſixth, and 3 iſt, came to the palace of the biſhop 
of Durham, and thence and there to be, and bear 
away certain goods and chattles of the ſaid Duke's, 
againft his will and licence; and thereupon the 
ſame Duke tamed, and took an action by will, in 
Michaelmas term laſt paſt, againſt the ſaid Thomas, 
in the court of Exchequer, according to the privi- 
lege of the ſame court ; for ſo much that the ſame 
Thomas was one of the court, by which privilege 


he ought to be enpleted in that court of Exchequer 


in ſuch caſes, and in none other court : to the which 
bill the ſaid Thomas wilfully appeared, and had di- 
vers days to imparle, at his requeſt and deſire; and 
to the ſaid bill and action anſwered, and pleted not 
guilty : whereupon there was awarded, in the ſaid 
Exchequer, a venire facias to the ſheriff of Mid- 
dleſex, retornable in the ſaid Exchequer ; and there, 
by the jury, that paſſed between the ſaid Duke and 
the ſaid Thomas, it was found that the ſame Tho- 
mas was guilty of the treſpaſs contained in the ſaid 
bill ; and the ſame jury aſſeſſed the damages to the 
faid Duke, for the faid treſpaſs, to a M. li. and for 
his coſts 10 l. and thereupon judgment was given 
m the ſaid Exc ; and the faid Thomas, ac- 
cording to the courſe of law, was committed to the 
Fleet, for the fine belonging to the King in that 
behalf : and thereupon it was prayed humbly, on 
behalf of the ſaid Duke, that it ſhould like their 
good lordſhips, conſidering, that the ſaid treſpaſs 
was done and committed by the ſaid Thomas ſince 
the beginning of this preſent parliament ; and alſo, 
the ſaid bill and action were taken and tamed, and 
by proceſs of law judgment thereupon given againſt 
the ſaid Thomas in time of vacation of the ſame par- 
hament, and not in parliament time; and alfo, that 
if the ſaid Thomas ſhould be releaſed by privilege of 
parliament, or the time, that the ſaid Duke be ſatis- 
fied of the ſaid damages and coſts, the ſame Duke 
ſhould be without remedy in that behalf : and that 
the ſaid Thomas, according to law, be kept in ward 
till the time that he hath fully content, and ſatisfied 
the ſaid Duke of his ſaid damages and coſts. 

The lords ſpiritual and temporal, nor intending to 
impeach, or hurt the liberties and privileges of 
them who were commons for the ſaid commonalties 
of this land, to this preſent parliament, but le- 
gally, after the courſe of law, to miniſter juſtice, 
and to have knowledge what the law will weigh in 
that behalf, opened and declared to the juſtices the 
premiſes, and aſked of them, whether the ſaid 
Thomas ought to be delivered from priſon by 
force and virtue of the privilege of parliament, or 
not? To the which queſtion, the chief juſtice, in 
the name of all the juſtices, after ſad communica- 
tion and mature deliberation had amongſt them, 
anſwered and ſaid, that they ought not to anſwer to 
that queſtion ; for it had not yet been uſed afore- 
time, that the juſtices ſhould, at any time, deter- 
mine the privileges of this high court of parlia- 
ment; for it is ſo high, and ſo mighty in this na- 
ture, that it may make law, and that, that is law, 


it may make no law; and the determination of that 


privilege belongeth to the lords of the parliament, 
and not to the juſtices : but as for declaration of 
proceeding in the lower courts, in ſuch cafes as writs 
of ſuperſedeas, of privilege of parliament, be brought 
and delivered; the ſaid chief juſtice ſaid, there be 
many and divers ſuperſedeas of privilege of parlia- 
ment brought into the courts ; bur there is no general 
fuperſedeas brought to ſurceaſe all proceſſes ; for, if 
there ſhould be, it ſhould ſeem, thar this high court 
of parliament, that miniſtreth all juſtice and _— 
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ſhould lett the proceſs of the common law; ſo it ſhould 
put the parties complainant without any remedy, 
for ſo much as actions at common law be not de- 
terminable in this high court of parliament; and 
if any perſon, that is a member of this high court 
of parliament, be arreſted in ſuch caſes, as be not 
for treaſon, or felony, or ſurety of the pleas, or for 
a condemnation had before the parliament, it is 
uſed, that all ſuch perſons ſhould be releaſed of ſuch 
arreſts, and make an attorney, ſo that they may 
have their freedom and liberty freely to entend up- 
on the parliament. After which anſwer, and decla- 
ration, it was thoroughly agreed, aſſented, and con- 
cluded, by the lords ſpiritual and temporal, that 
the ſaid Thomas, according to the law, ſhould re- 
main ſtill in priſon for the cauſes aboveſaid, the privi- 
lege of the parliament, or that the ſame Thomas 
was ſpeaker of the parliament, notwithſtanding ; 
and that the premiſes ſhould be opened, and de- 
clared to them, that were comen for the commons 
of this land, and that they ſhould be charged and 
commanded, in the King's name, that they, with 
all goodly haſt and ſpeed, proceed to the election 
of another ſpeaker. The which premiſes, for as 
much as they were matters in law, by the com- 
mandment of the lords, were o and declared 
to the commons by the mouth of Walter ] »yle, 
one of the King's ſerjeants at law, in the p ſence 
of the Biſhop of Ely, accompanied with othe lords 
in notable number; and there it was charged and 
commanded to the ſaid commons, by the ſaid Bi- 
ſhop of Ely, in the King's name, that they ſhould 
proceed to the election of another ſpeaker with all 
goodly haſt and ſpeed ; ſo that the matters, for 
which the King called this his parliament, might be 
proceeded in, and this parliament take good and 
effectual concluſion and end. 

That: the King himſelf was not preſent during 
this. ſeſſion, but the Duke of York did all things 
in this parliament by a ſpecial commiſſion from the 
King, as followeth ; viz. x 

Ex Rotul. Parl. 31 Hen. VI. R. S. num. 24. 
De procedendo in parliamento. 

Memorand. Pro eo quod nus Rex, qui preſens par- 
Ptum ſuum nuper apud Reding inchoavit, et tenuit, et 
uſque quartum decim diem Februarii, anno didi d ni 
Regis triceſimo Sc do, apud palacium ſuum Weſtm. 
adjornari ordinavit, propter certas juſtas et ronabiles 
cauſas in eodem parl. in perſona ſua intereſſe non 
Potuit; idem d nus Rex, de adviſamento et aſſenſu con- 

felit ſui, quaſdam literas patentes, ſub mag no figillo 
ſuo ſignatas, coram d'nis ſpi alibz et temporalibz in 
preſenti parl % dicto quarto decimo die Feb. exiſten 
legi fecit in bæc verba : Henricus Die gra. Rex Au. 
glie et Francie, et d'nus Hil'nie, omnibus, ad ques 
preſentes Pre prevenerint, ſalutem. Sciatis, quod cum 
pro quibuſdam arduis et urgentibus negotiis, nos, ſta- 
tem et defenſionem regni ri Augliæ, et eccleſie An- 
glicanæ, contingentibz quoddam parliamen. rum nu- 
per apud Redyng teneri, et uſque quartum decimum 
diem bujus inſtantis menſis Februarii ad palacium n'r'm 
Mein. adjournari ordinavimus ; quia vero ditto par- 
liamento ro, Propter certas juſtas et rationabiles cauſas 
in perſona n'ra non poterimus intereſſe ; nos de cir- 
cumſpectione et induſtria cariſſimi conſanguinei n'ri Ric'i 
ducis ebor. plenam ſeduciam reportans. eidem conſangui- 

neo u'ro ad parliament. predict. no'ie n'ro tenend. et in 
eodem precedend. et ad faciend. om ia et fingula, que pro 


nobis et per nos, pro bono regimine et gubernatione 


regni ri pred di, ac alioru d' minioru n'ror eidem 


regno W ro pertinen. ib em fuerint faciend. nec non ad 
pariiamentum illad faciend. aut diſſolvend. de aſſenſu con- 
ii u . plenam tenore preſentiu commitiimus poteſta- 


vo, zur, ft tenore preſentium firmiter in mandatis, quod 


tem; dantes ulterius, de afenſu ejuſdem confilii w ri, tam 
univerſis et fingulis arcbiep'is, ep'is, ab atibz, prioribz, 
ducibz, comitibz, baronibz, et militibz, cum 0'ibz aliis, 
quorum intereſt, ad parliamentum nm pre dict. conven- 


idem conſanguineo n'ro intendant in premiſſis in forma 

predift. In cujus rei teſt. has Pras wras ſieri fecimus 

patentes. Teſte meip' o apud Weſtm. 13 die Feb. anno r ni 
tricefamo ſ' do. Per ipſum regem el confilium. 

Convenit cum recordo, 

WIII. PeTvr. 

That the committee had likewiſe before them a 
private act of parliament. 1 Henry VII. wherein 
is ſet forth, 

That where Richard ſometime Duke of York, by 
the excitation, ſtirring, and moving, of one Thomas 
Colt, eſquire, being nigh counſel with the ſaid late 
Duke, grievouſly maligned againſt Thomas Thorp, 
for the true and faithful ſervice that he had done 
and owed to the ſaid late King Henry the VIth; and 
thereupon the ſaid late Duke affirmed a. bill of 
treſpaſs againſt the ſaid Thomas Thorp, in the 
court of King's Exchequer ; ſuppoſing by the ſame 
bill, that the ſaid Thomas Thorp ſhould have taken 
from the faid Duke divers goods and chattles, to the 
value of 2,0001. where in truth the ſaid Thomas 
Thorp never took no ſuch goods of the ſaid Duke's 
by only the commandment of the King, the ſaid 
Thomas Thorp arreſted ſeveral harneſs and habili- 
ments of war of the ſaid Duke; to which action the 
ſaid Thomas Thorp, by the ſpecial labour and un- 
true means of the ſaid Thomas Colt, was condemned 
to the Duke in 1,010 l. &c. And after, that the ſaid 
Thomas Thorp was with the ſaid King Henry the 
ſixth, in the field of Northampton, and there was 
taken priſoner, and after, cruelly and contrary to 
law and conſcience beheaded and put to death in 
Hyringy park, Rot. Parl. 1 Henry VII. number 26. 

| That this was the caſe of Thomas Thorp ; and f 
there are ſeveral other precedents in the time of 3 
King Henry the ſixth, and Edward the fourth; | 
where members, arreſted and taken in execution, ſit- 
ting the parliament, were obliged to procure _—_—_— 
parliament for their enlargement; vix. 

William Lark, menial ſervant, an 8 on 
William Milrede, one of the citizens of London 
for the parliament of 8 Hen. VI, was arreſted; at 
Weſtminſter, whilſt attending there on his maſter, 
ſitting the parliament; and upon the petition of the 
commons, there was a ſpecial act of parliament for 
his enlargement. Rot. Parl. 8 Hen. VI. num. 57. 

That there was a like act of parliament for the 
enlargement of Walter Clerk, burgeſs of Chippen- 
ham in Wiltſhire. Rot. Parl. 39 Hen. VI. num. g. 
Another for William Hyde burgeſs of Chippen- 
ham, Rot. Parl. 14 Edward IV. num. 55. 

Another for John Atwill burgeſs of Exeter, Rot. 

Parl. 17 Edward IV. num. 38. 
All which were arreſted and taken in execution, 
during the ſeſſion of parliament, and their attendance 
on this houſe, yet releaſed by ſpecial acts of 2 
ment. 
But in the time of Henry the eighth the houſe 
proceeded in another manner, as in the caſe of 
George Ferrers; who being arreſted during the par-, 
lament of 34 Hen. VIII, was ſet at liberty by the 
ſerjeant; and the ſheriffs of London refuſing to de- 
liver him, were ſent to the Tower. Hollped, 
p. 1582. 81 
| 83 t that the committe conſidered, 
was the caſe of Chamond, 35 Hen. VIIE as' it is 
reported by my Lord Dye, as 5 
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35 Hen. VIII. Trewinard was arreſted upon an 
exigent, at the ſuit of Skewis and a writ of privi- 
lege of parliament iſſuing forth to Chamond ſheriff 
of Cornwall, ſetting forth, that Trewinard was 
a burgeſs, and declaring the cuſtom of the privilege 
of parliament, the ſheriff ſet him at liberty : upon 
this, the executors of Skewis brought an action 
againſt Chamond the ſheriff: to this he demurred, 
and upon this demurrer, theſe three points were 


1ſt. Whether privilege be grantable in this caſe, 
where a burgeſs of parliament is arreſted in an 
exigent : 

2d. Whether if privilege be grantable, the party 
ſo ſet at liberty, ſhall be for ever diſcharged from 
the execution of the plaintiff, or only during the 
parliament. 

3d. Admitting that privilege is not allowable 
in this caſe, whether the writ and warrant of the 
King proceeding from parliament be not a ſufficient 
excuſe and diſcharge for the ſheriff againſt the 
plaintiff, 

For the firſt it was alledged, that for as much 
as the King and the whole realm had an intereſt in 
the body of every one of the ſaid members, the 
private intereſt of every particular man ought not 
to be regarded; for it is a maxim, quod majus dig- 
num trahit ad ſe, minus dignum, as was adjudged in 
the caſe in 6 Edward IV. That if a man was con- 
demned in a treſpaſs or rediſeiſine, and in execu- 
tion for a fine to the King ; if he was out-lawed of 
felony, his body ſhould not be impriſoned at the 
ſuit of the party, becauſe the King had an intereſt 
in his body. 

And it is concluded, that the court of parliament 
is the higheſt court, and has more privilege than 
any court in the realm. 

And that in every caſe, without any exception, 
every burgeſs is privileged againſt arreſts at the ſuit 
of any ſubject: and this caſe is the better, for as 
much as the execution was ſued during the parlia- 
ment, in which caſe the plaintiff was at liberty ro 
fue execution of his body, or of his lands, or goods: 
and alfo every privilege is by preſcription, and every 
preſcription that is for the advantage of the com- 
mon weal is good, although it be prejudicial to 
any private perſon. 

herefore in the time of Edward IV. it was held 
a good preſcription to dig in the ground of any man 
near the fea, to make bulwarks againſt the King's 
Dyer 59. That that was the argument in my 
Lord Chief Juſtice Dyer. 

That the committee likewiſe obſerved by the 
record, that the parliament, in which Trewinard was 
a burgeſs, was firſt ſummoned and begun the 16th of 
January, 33 Henry VIII. was prorogued to the 
22d of January, 24 Henry VIII. and was after- 
wards prorogued to the 14th of Jan. 35 Hen. VIII. 
That the bill brought by Skewis againſt Trewi- 
nard was in Michaelmas, 31 Henry VIII. two years 


awarded againſt him after judgment, was dated the 
3oth of June, 35 Henry VIII. that his rendering 
himſelf was the 12th of November, 25 Henry VIII. 
about two months before the ſeffions began on the 
14th of January, 25 Henry VIII. So that the 
granting a writ of privilege on the 22d of February, 
35 Henry VIII. was contrary to the praftice in 
the caſe of Thorp. 

That there is likewiſe obfervable, a ſpecial clauſe 
in the writ of privilege which iſſued forth at this 
time; and runs thus, 


ſedente parliamento, nor eundo, nor redeu 


before the ſummons to parliament ; that the exigent - 
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Cum ſecundum conſuetudinem in regno n'ro Ang li. 
battenus obtentam, et approbatam, d'ni magnates, et 
milites comitatuum, et civis et burgenſis civitatum et 
burgorum, ad parliamenta n'ra de ſummonitione noſtra 
vententis, ſeu venire intendentes, aut in eiſdem circa 
ardua negotia, ſtatum et utilitatem regni n'ri preditii 
concernantia, attendentes, ſub protectione n'ra liberi, Sc. 
Hill 39 Hen. VIII. rot. 39 in B. Regis. 

And that, by this, privilege is not limited to 
eundo, morando, et redeundo; but is allowed to 
them that deſigned to come up to parliament z 
venire intendentes. 

That the next caſe in time, is that of Thomas 
Fitzherbert, which is thus reported by Moor, viz. 

Fitzherbert 25 Eliz. was arreſted in execution 


on the 3d Feb. at ſeven of the clock of the forenoon, 


and at ten o'clock in the forenoon was elected 
burgeſs for Newcaſtle under Line, to ſerve in par- 
liament, which was to meet on the 19th day of 
February ; and the houſe of commons did agree, 
that for as much as he was arreſted before he was 
choſe burgeſs, he ought not to have the privilege 
of the houſe; my Lord Cook, who was then 
ſpeaker, alledging the caſe of Thorp, who being 
ſpeaker of a parliament in the time of IIenry VI. 
adjourned by prorogation ; the ſpeaker was arreſted 
in execution at the ſuit of the Duke of York ; and 
the parliament meeting again, it was reſolved, that 
the ſpeaker ſhould not have privilege, but they 
elected a new ſpeaker, Moor's reports, p. 340. 

That that caſe is likewiſe related by Sir Simon 
D'Ewes, who ſays he was arreſted two hours after 
his election, but before his indenture was returned 
to the ſheriff, upon which matter they drew two 
queſtions : 

1ſt, Whether Mr. Fitzherbert were a member of 
the houſe : 

2d. Admitting he were, yet whether he ought to 
have privilege. And the judgment of this houſe 
was, that Thomas Fitzherbert was by his election a 
member thereof; yet he ought not to have a privi- 
lege in three reſpects : firſt, becauſe he was taken 
in execution before the return of the indenture of 
his election: ſecondly, becauſe he had been out- 
lawed at the Queen's ſuit, and was now taken in 
execution for her Majeſty's debt : thirdly and laſtly, 
in regard he was ſo taken by the ſheriff, neither 
Thus 
it is related by Sir Simon D'Ewes from the anony- 
mous journal, which he ſo often quotes, pages 479, 
490, 502, 516, 518. 

That the next precedent, is the caſe of Sir Tho- 
mas Shirley 1 Fac. as follows, viz. 

The parliament 1 Fac. was' ſummoned to meet 
on the 19th of March; and on the 15th of March, 
four days before the parliament met, Sir Thomas 
Shirley, who was elected burgeſs for Steyning in 
Suſſex, was arreſted and committed to the Fleet, 
Pr 39 | 

Upon a motion made on this behalf, the houfe 
ordered a warrant ſhould be directed under the hand 
of Mr. Speaker, to the clerk of the Crown, for a 
writ of habeas corpus to bring the body of Sir 
Thomas into the houſe upon Tueſday following, 
March 22, 1603, page 39. 

It appeared upon examination of the fact, that 
the execution was taken forth the zoth June 1603, 
a day before the teſte of the writ, and was delivered 
to the ſerjeant the eleventh of February before Sir 
Thomas was elected. 

The heads of the debate upon this occaſion, ap- 


pear upon the journal; and conclude by appoint- , 
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ing a committee to conſider of all the queſtions 
and doubts in this caſe. March. 27, 1604, page 58. 

Upon report of the committee the houſe ordered, 
that Simpſon, at whoſe ſuit Sir Thomas was ar- 
reſted, and the ſerjeant that arreſted him, ſhould be 
committed to the Tower; and that they would hear 
counſel on all parties on theſe points : 

1ſt, Whether privilege were to be allowed ſince 
the execution was taken forth before the parliament 
ſat : 

2d. Whether the action was diſcharged : 

3d. Where the loſs ſhould lic. April 9, . 
page 108. 

The argument of the counſel, and the precedents 
they uſed, appear in the Journal, page 128, viz. 
That of Hyde, 14 Ed. IV. of Lark, 8 Hen. VI. 
and of Clark, 29 Hen. VI. 

Upon the reading of theſe precedents, were put; 

1ſt. Whether Sir Thomas Shirley ſhould have 
privilege : 

2d. Whether preſently, or deferred till further 
orders : 

zd. Whether we ſhall be petitioners to his Ma- 
jeſty according to former precedents, for ſome 
courſe of ſecuring the debt of the party, and —_ 
harmleſs the warden of the Fleet : 

Which were all reſolved in the affirmative. p. 131, 

A bill for ſecuring Simpſon's debt, was twice 
read, and committed. Page 134, April 17, 1604. 

The ſame bill read a third time, and paſſed, 
page 144 : fent up to the lords. p. 148, April 21, 
1604. 

A bill for the relief of plaintiffs, where the de- 
fendants in execution are: ſet at liberty, altered in 
the ſtile, and ordered to be Tp April 27s 
1604. 

On the 2d of May a motion was made to ap- 
point a committee to conſider of all fuch precedents 
as ſhall be offered in the particulars of Sir Thomas 
Shirley's caſe of privilege, and there are the copies 
of ſeveral records in your Journal. 

; © Reſolved, that Sir Thomas Waaler be pre- 
« ſently delivered.“ 

«* Ordered upon the queſtion, that a writ of ha- 
&« eas corpus ſhall preſently be awarded for the 
bringing his body, being priſoner in the Fleet, 
into the houſe to morrow at eight of the clock in 
the morning; and a warrant containing the effect 
of the order, under the hand of Mr. Speaker, 


directed to the clerk of the Crown accordingly.” 


1ſt. Upon the 4th of May, a petition was ten- 
dered and read in the houſe to be exhibited to his 
Majeſty, for the royal aſſent to Sir Thomas Shir- 
ley's bill preſently to be had: upon the reading, it 
was not approved; nor thought fit by the houſe to 
proceed in that manner, being, as was conceived, 


tome impeachment to the privileges of the houſe ; 


the petition itſelf is entered in the Journal, and is 
according to the form of thoſe acts that paſſed in 
the time of Edward IV. but the houſe reſolved, 


that a habeas corpus be awarded as before. 


But the warden -of the Fleet denied to execute 


-the writ of habeas corpus before, the King's royal 


aſſent was procured to the bill for the ſecurity of 
Simpſon and himſelf, and was committed to the 
-ſerjeant the 7th of May, 1604. 3 21 


ſued after the parliament, when the defendants, &c. 
Was read a third time, and paſſed. 209. a 
The warden of the Fleet continuing obltiane, 


and xefuſing to deliver Sir Thomas unleſs he would 
- giv 8 ſecurity „it was ordered to commit che warden 


= 


of the Fleet to the Tower, cloſe priſoners 2. 10 
ſend the ſerjeant to-morrow (ſitting the court) to 
require the delivery: of Sir Thomas Shirley. Stk 
of May, 1604, page 213. 

The ſerjeant returneth * the Fleet: ay the 
warden's wife refuſes to deliver him. 

Mr. ſecretary Herbert reports, that his Majeſty 
upon the reading the precedent of Ferrers, was gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to leave it to their liberty to pro- 


ceed in the cauſe of Sir Thomas Shirley, as they 


thought fit. May 9, 1604. page 2107. F 

The firſt bill for ſecuring the debt of Sen 
being found faulty, after it paſſed both houſes, a 
new bill was drawn, and paſſed the r in one 
day. 

Sir Roger Aſton delivered from the King, that 
in verbo principis he will give his aſſent at the end 
of the ſeſſion. May 10, 1604. page 219. 

The warden and his wife continuing obſtinate, 
the houſe at laſt committed him to the priſon of 
little eaſe, within the Tower, May 11, 1604. p. 222. 
And upon the 15th cauſed Sir Thomas to be de- 
livered, and he was inſtantly admitted to fi in the 
houſe. Page 232. 

That there was but three caſes ſince the ſtatute 
of King James, that the committee were acquaint- 
ed with. 

The firſt of Sir William Bampield, as follows ; 
VIZ. 5 

Sallari, April 12, Fac. | 

Sir John Strangewith moved, that Sir William 
Bampfield burgeſs for Birdport, is committed by 
my Lord Chancellor, ſince the time of the ſummons 
of the parliament, but before this election; and 
prays the direction of the houſe: which is referred 
to the conſideration of the committee for pri- 


* 

Fovis 14 April, 1 
; Mr. Fuller reports Sir William Bampfield's caſe : 
that he was committed before the election, for a 
contempt, for not e the offer of Sir George 
Wentworth. 

** Queſtion, Whether, Sir William Bampfield 
* committed . after, the ſummons and before the 
election, for a contempt :— 

Ordered upon the queſtion, that he 125 have 
his privilege by writ of habeas corpus. | 

The ad is that of Sir A Prettyman, as ; fol- 
lows ; viz. 

The 3 was Rd from the 10th of 
November, 1674, to the 13th of April, 1675. 

On the 14th of April, 1675, information being 
given to the houſe, that Sir» John Prettyman, a 
member of, this houſe, is detained priſoner. in the 
priſon of the King's Bench; 

«* Ordered, — the marſhal of the King! Bench 
<« do bring Sir Jokn Prettyman to-morrow morn- 
< ing to this houſe, together with the cauſe of his 
te being detained in Nin from the attendance of 


„this houſe.” 


April 15, 1675. The marſhal of the King s Bench 


being called into the houſe, to give an account of 
the order ſent to him to bring Sir John Prettyman to 
the houſe; and having given an account why he 
had not at preſent obeyed the order ; the matter was 
referred to the committee of privileges. Np 

The fame day an act for new executions to be y | 


| o. April, 3078... 
. Reſolved, that Sir John Frettyman be dehrer⸗ 


ed out of the cuſtody of the marſhal of the King's 


66 Bench, to attend the ſervice of this houſe.” 
KReſolved, that Sir John Prettyman, be de- 


« livered from ſuch cuſtody, by ſending the 1 


cc at 


SS -£ as :.d £A © a. 


te nt arms, attending on the houſe, with the Mace, 
« 00 bring him to the ſervice. of this ha 
The third, is that of Sir Robert Holt, 3 as fol- 
ls th via. 
"Upon the 16th of February, 1676, information 
was given to the houſe from Sir Robert Holt, a mem 
ber of the houſe, that he was detained priſoner in the 
Fleet, at the ſuit of Mr. Edward Prideaux, and 
thereby hindered from attending the ſervice of 
the houſe, 
A petition of Mr. Edward Prideaux was alſo ten- 
dered and read; and a debate enſuing, 
« Reſolved, that the matter of Sir Robert Holt 
« his caſe (being taken in execution, and detained 
* priſoner.in the Fleet, and thereby hindered from 
c attending the ſervice of this houſe) be referred 
„ to a committee.” Feb. 16, 1676. 
On the 22d of February, 1676, 
« Reſolved, that the matter of Sir Robert Holt's 
e caſe (being detained in priſon in the Fleet in ex- 
te ecution, and thereby hindered from attending the 
<* ſervice of this houſe) be referred to the committee 
<« of elections and privileges; and they are to ſearch 
« precedents in the caſe.” 
On the 2d of April, 1677. 
« Reſolved, that Sir Robert Holt be delivered 
© out of the cuſtody of the warden of the Fleet, to 
<« attend the ſervice of the houſe.” 
<« Reſolved, that Sir Robert Holt be delivered 
* from ſuch cuſtody, by ſending the ſerjeant at 
arms, attending this houſe, with the mace, to 
e bring him to the ſervice of the houſe,” 
And alſo the ſtatute of King James the firſt, cap. 
13. intitled, *© An act for new executions. to be ſued 
© againſt any which ſhall hereafter be delivered out 
<« of execution by privilege of parliament, and for 
« diſcharge of them out of - whoſe cuſtody ſuch 
< perſons ſhall be delivered,” was read. 
Reſolved, that John Aſgill, eſquire (detained a 
priſoner in the Fleet) ought to have the -privilege © 
of this houſe, as a member thereof. 
Reſolved, that John Aſgill, eſquire, be delivered 
out of the cuſtody of the warden of the Fleet, to 
attend the ſervice of this houſe. 
Reſolved, that John Aſgill, eſquire, be delivered 
from ſuch cuſtody, by ſending the ſerjeant at arms, 
attending this houſe, with the mace, to bring him 
to the ſervice of the houſe. 
Reſolved, that this houſe will, upon Thurſday 
morning next, take into conſideration the report 
from the committee, who were to examine who 
was the author, printer, and publiſher. of a book, 
intitled, An argument, proving that, according, 
e to the covenant-of eternal life reyealed in the 
« Scriptures, man may be tranſlated from hence in- 
< to that eternal life, without paſſing through death, 
© although the human nature of Chriſt himſelf 
© could not be thus tranſlated, till it had paſſed 
through death.“ 

Dec. 18. The bouſe proceeded to take] into conſi- 
deration the ſaid report. | 
And the report was read, and is as. followeth ; 
VIZ. 
That the committee, having ſummoned ſeveral 
perſons before them, in-order to the diſcovery of the 
author, printer, and. publiſher of. the ſaid book. 
Mr. John Darby, a printer, ſaid, that he was 
ſent for this morning by Mr, Aſgill, and when he 
came to him, Mr. Aſgill was writing a letter 
which, when he had finiſhed, he read over to him, 
and then encloſed in it one of the ſecond unpreſſi- 
ons of his book, and deſired him to deliver the ſame 
to the chairman of this committee. 
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Which letter was read to the committee, and is 
marked A. The ſaid Darby ſaid, that he printed 
the firſt impreſſion of the book encloſed in the ſaid 
letter, having the copy from Mr, Aſgill, to whom 
he gave no conſideration for it, but that what books 
Mr. Aſgill had from him, he paid for; and that 
Mrs. Abigail Baldwyn publiſhed the ſaid books for 
him. 

Robert Stevens, meſſenger to the preſs, ſaid, up- 
on ſight of one of the ſaid books, that Mr. John 
Darby was the printer, and Mrs. Abigail Baldwyn 
was the publiſher thereof. 

Then the committee took into conſideration what 
paſſages are in the ſaid book which are contrary to. 
and reflecting upon, the Chriſtian religion; which. 
they ſaid to be as followeth ; viz. 

Page 7th.—* Now the afſertion of Chriſt con- 
e cerning himſelf was, that man by him may live for. 
*. 

And this is that magnetick, which hath drawn 
the world after him.“ 

Page 8. Now if theſe words of his are words 
e only, then was he an impoſtor, and his doctrine 
. | 

{« But if this aſſertion of himſelf be true, that 
% man by him may live for ever; then all our at- 
40 tempts beneath this are mean and cowardly, as 
** counting ourſelves unworthy of eternal life.” 

Page 24. Such was the death of Chriſt, with- 

* out a precedent, without a name, without a rea- 
* ſon, without a cauſe ; they hatred me without a 
* cauſe: but they were all againſt him, becaulc, 
God was againſt him.“ 

Page 30. ** Men charge God as an humouriſt, 
* for condemning the whole race of mankind for, 
“ ſo ſmall an offence, as cating a lictle forbidden, 
te fruit.“ 

Page 33. Had Chriſt thus 5 man, and 
* died and roſe again, all voluntarily, to try. an 

© experiment, he had only ſaved his own life, and 
© left all the world to ſhift for themſelves. 

* But this would have been knight errantry in 
* tempting God, againſt which he hath ſufficiently 
declared himſelf.” 

Page 36. The devil told Eve, that they might 
eat, and not die. f 

* And theſe were the firſt words ſpoken to man, 
1 * by God, or the devil, upon the truth or falſchood 

© whereof the very beings of them both were to 
” * depend for ever; for which ever of them could 

* maintain the truth of his word againſt the other, 

* he. muſt have been God, and the other the 
«© S&yib.. 


* And therefore God having we" the lie upon 


0 the devil, he is from thence called a lier from the 
« beginning, and the father of it, and will never be 
believed again for ever. 

God could not have diſpenſed with his word, 
ce without complimenting the devil with his God- 
* head, in taking the lie upon himſelf; and this 


© he could not do: for God cannot lie without un- 


“ deifying himſelf ; and this he can't do, becauſe 
all his qualities being of his eſſence, he can't 
change them.” 

Page 51. © And after that, it was no matter to 
© man, whether Chriſt had ever given ſatisfaction to 


% God, or not: we might have ſaid to God, look thou 


« to that.” 
Page 78. We don't think ourſelves fit to deal 
« with one another in human affairs, till our age 
« of one-and-twenty ; but to deal with our Maker, 
* thus offended, to counterplor the malice of fallen 
« angels, 
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% angels, a e Het 6b, 


« ye are generally as well qualified for, before we 


« can ſpeak plain, as all our lifetime after.” 

Page 82. But what is it, that you do or would 
© believe of him, or in him? 

% Why, we believe him for our Saviour. 

% Save you from what ? 

„% Why, from our ſins, 

% Why, what hurt will fin do you? 

« Why, it will kill us. 

© How do you know? 

« Why, ky law of God faith ſo: in the day 
& thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt die. 

Why, but then will not this Saviour fave you 

© from this law, and from this death? 

„No, no: he'll fave us from fin. 

© Why, then it ſeems you have got a pardon 
* from horſeſtealing, with a non obſtante to be 
«© hang'd. 

© Do but ſee now, what a jeſt you have made of 
* your faith; and yet I defy the order of priefthood 
to form a better creed than this, without admit- 
ting the truth of my ment, or to make 


© ſenſe of their own faith, without adding mine 


4 to it. 


« It is much eaſier to make a creed, than to be- 


« lieve it, after it is made.” 

Page 99. But when that is done, I know no 
* buſineſs I have with the dead ; and therefore do 
* as much depend, that I ſhall not go hence, by 
«* returning to the duſt, which is the ſentence of that 
* Jaw from which I claim a diſcharge ; but that I 
* ſhall make my exit by way of tranſlation, which 
« I claim as a dignity belonging to that degree in 
«* the ſcience of eternal life, of which I profefs my- 
& {elf a graduate, according to the true intent and 
meaning of the covenant of eternal life, revealed 
sin the ſcriptures. 

„And if after this 1 die like other men, I de- 
* clare myſelf to die in no religion.“ 

Page 98. Therefore, to be even with the world 
bat once, he that wonders at my faith, I wonder 
« at his unbelief. 

And, ſtare at me as long as you will, I am ſure 
that neither my phyſiognomy, fins, nor my mis- 


* fortunes, can make me look ſo unlikely ro be 


* tranſlated, as my Redeemer was to be hang'd.” 

Then John Aſgill, eſquire, was heard in his place, 
in relation to the ſaid report, concerning the faid 
book. 

And the title of the ſaid book was read, 

Reſolved, that in the book intitled, ** An argu- 
* ment, proving that, according to the covenant 
of eternal life, revealed in the Scriptures, man 
* may be tranſlated from hence into that eternal 
„life, without paſſing through death, although the 
„ human nature of Chriſt himſelf could not be 
* thus tranſlated, till he had paſſed through death,” 
are contained many profane and blaſphernous ex- 
2 highly reflecting upon the Chriſtian reli- 


* Ordered, that the ſaid book be burnt by the hands 
of the common hangman, in the New Palace-yard, 
Weitminſter, upon Saturday next, between the 
hours of twelve and one o'clock ; and that the 
ſheriffs of London and Middleſex do aſlift che ſer- 
jeant at arms, attending this houſe, in ſeeing the 
ſame done. 

A motion being made, and the queſtion being 
put, that the houſe be adjourned | till to-morrow, 
morning, nine een 8 


1 paſſed in the negative. 7 


quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 


Ordered, that John Aſgifl, eſquire, having in his 
place owned himſelf to be the author of the fad 
book, be expelled this houſe. 

19th. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do ile his 
warrant to the clerk of the Crown, to make out a 
new writ, for the electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament, for this borough, in the room 
of John Aſgill, efquire, expelled this houſe. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of William Hale, ef. 


duly choſen a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parli- 
ament, for this borough, by a majority of legal 
voters; yet the Lord Windſor, and William Ship. 
pen, eſquire, have procured themſelves to be re. 
rurned, in prejudice to the 1 and Pray. 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid cleftion and 
return be heard upon the 11th day of December 
next. 

A petition of Sir Cleave More, baronet, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of burgeſſes, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this borough, 
he was duly elected for one of the burgeſſes; not 
withſtanding which, the Lord Windſor, and Willi- 
am Shippen, eſquire, by indirect means, procured - 
themſelves to be returned burgeſſes for the ſaid bo- 
rough, in wrong to the peritioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be heard on the 11th day of De- 
cember next. 

Jan. 2 5. The houſe proc to hear the merits 
of the ſaid election and return; and the counſe! 
on both ſides were called in; and the feveral peti- 
tions of Mr. Hale, and Sir Cleave More, were read ; 
and the counſel were heard, and ſeveral witneſſes 
2 and being withdraws,” it was re- 

Ived 

That Thomas Lord Viſcount Windfor is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, for this borough. 

That William Shippen, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for this borough. 

That William Hale, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this prefent parliament, for this 
borough. _ Wes | 

That Sir Cleave More is duly elected a burgeſs, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this be- 
rough. 

And the return was ordered to be amended. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of ſeveral burgeſſes 
and inhabitants of this borough, having right of 
election of members, to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, was read ; ſhewing, that Thomas Lord 
Viſcount Windfor, and Windfor, eſquire, his 
brother, by arbitrary and iltegal proceedings, ' pro- 
cured themſelves to be returned members for the 
ſaid borough, to ſerve in this parliament, without 


being duly elected; whereby the petitioners are de- 
prived of their right of voting at the ſaid election: 
and prayitig &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter with their opinion. 

March 26, 1715. A pos, of Edward Min- 
Mull, efquire, was read; that at all the 
elections for this bo Sir ole Ms Styles, Sir 
Charks K8ytnes,. bart. Sir Richard Gough, knight, 


and thg petitioner, were candidates: that John 
Jupp, conſtable of the ſaid borough, was very par- 


tial, in behalf of the faid Sir Thomas 8 and 
admitted ſeveral} perſons to poll for him, who had 
no right; and uſed others for the petitioner, = 


h:4 a right of polling: and the ſaid Sir Thomas 
Scyles, and agents, were guilty of illegal practices, 
in procuring the ſaid Sir Thomas to be returned; 
who was returned accordingly, notwithſtanding the 
petitioner was duly elected, and ought to have been 
returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame with their opinion. 5 
May 30. Ordered the report to be received on 
Wedneſday morning next. 

June 1. Mr. Hampden reported the matter re- 
lating to the ſaid election, as follows: 

It was agreed, that this is a borough by preſcrip- 
tion, and the right of election is in the inhabitants of 
antient houſes, or in houſes built upon antient 
foundations, paying ſcot and lot. The poll was, 
For Sir Thomas Styles 17, 

For the petitioner 13. 


les, The counſel objected to ſeven of Sir Thomas Styles's 
gh, votes; and ſaid, they ſhould add four to their 
10t - poll x | | 

illi Richard Parſons, Philip Caplin, and Thomas 


Potter, ſaid, John Steward, eſquire, came down 
an hour or two before the election, and went away 
immediately after ic; that he voted for an empty 
houſe belonging to Lord Windſor, and never was 
an inhabitant at this borough ; but it appeared, that 
Mr. Steward was rated to church and poor for an 
houſe : And | | 

Waller ſaid, Mr. Steward had a burgage houſe 


wy 
ad ; ſome years, for which he had voted before, and 
ſeg Mrs. Symonds lives in it; but as his ſervant only: 


That Mr. Steward came down about a week be- 
fore the election, and called at his (Waller's) houſe, 


july but would not ſtay there to lie. | 
lia- Potter, Parſons, and Caplin, ſaid, that Mr. 


Thompſon is Lord Windfor's ſteward ; he now 
voted for the houſe where Symonds lives : in for- 
mer elections, he voted ſometimes for one, and 
ſometimes for another houſe : he never came 
but at an election, and never was an inhabitant. 
By the rates it appears, Thompſon was rated, and 
paid to church and poor for an houſe. 

Waller ſaid, Thompſon had voted for an houſe 
in the. borough at two or three elections: it goes in 
his name, but could not ſay whether he lodged 
there or not. | 


Caplin and Potter ſaid, that Stephen Ruſſell was 
101 no inhabitant: he voted for an empty houſe: he 
chis came an hour or two before the election, and went 
r away ſoon after. But 
his Waller ſaid, Ruffell had an houſe in town, for 
pro- which he pays ſcot and lot; and voted before for 
3 the ſame houſe: that he came ſome days before the 
_ ele&ion, and had lived in the houſe more than two 
* hours at a time: that he had ſeen him there, but 
h could not ſay what day; and a widow keeps the 
| Houſe for him only as a ſervant. 
1 Potter ſaid, Chipper is not an inhabitant; has no 
1 Pri houſe in the borough; is a ſervant to a farmer, 
| who lives ſix miles off; and voted for Mrs. Norris's 
Ain houſe : but ſaid, he voted once or twice before, and 
* was then a yearly ſervant to one who lived within 
Sir the borough. But | 
ght, Waller ſaid, Chipper had voted in former electi- 
ha ons: that he lived with a farmer but ſometimes, when 
par- he pleaſed, and was not an yearly ſervant to the far- 
a mer : that he had been four or five years an inhabi- 
had rant in the pariſh ; paid ſcot and lot; has an houſe 
Grp within the borough, for which he voted, and lived 


therein at the time of the election: that he has known 
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him live-in the borough half an year together: that 
the widow Norris keeps it for him, 

Potter and Budd ſaid, that John Griffith was no 
inhabitant : he lived a mile out of the borough ; 
came two or three nights before the election to the 
widow Pelham's, and voted for her houſe : but 
Pick ſaid, he let this houſe to John Griffith half a 
year ago ; that he came into it ten days before the 
election; and has reſided there ever ſince. 

Hogtrough and Hodges ſaid, that Evan Grifith 
is not an inhabitant within the borough : he lives 
at a farm within the pariſh of Steyning, but a mile 
out of the town of Bramber; and he voted for the 
widow Pelham's houſe, where he never lived : But 

Waller ſaid, that Evan Griffith pays to church and 
poor, and has voted often: and Pike ſaid, Griffith's 
farm is out of the borough, but the houſe he lived in, 
at the time of the election, is within the borough ; 
and he has polled for ten years paſt, and never ob- 
jetted to by any candidate: that the widow Pelham 
would have taken the houſe, but he had let it to 
Griffith before; upon which ſhe went to Griffith, 
who let her live therein, and take care of it as his 
ſervant, and not to be paid for her ſo doing. 

Potter and others ſaid, that Bawcombe lives in 
the borough of Steyning; is no inhabitant of this 
borough; and voted for the new end of an antient 
houſe, where a widow lives ; and he never inhabited, 
or had any goods there. ; | 

Bur ſaid, it appeared by the rates, that he is rat- 
ed, and paiq the rates within the borough : and 
Pike ſaid, he knew the houſe wherein he lives to be 
within the borough, and a burgage houte z and 
that he had voted for it at two former elections. 

For the petitioner, Hodges faid, that when thefe 
perſons came to the poll, they made a great cry for 
the church, though they do not frequent it. 

Churcher and Potter ſaid, that Nicholas Wilkins 
is an inhabitant of an houſe near Potter's ; which 
are diſtinct tenements, and pay ſeparate rents, and 
always had two votes; and Lord Windior gave 
Churcher, ten years ago (who then hved in Wil- 
kins's part) 20 pounds for his vote. 

But Waller ſaid, Wilkins lived in part of widow 
Potter's houſe : that both are but one burgage, and 
never had but one vote, till about ſix or ſeven years 
ago, when it was divided, and two have a vote 
ever ſince: And 

Mr. Pyke ſaid, they never pretended to give two 
votes till 1708 : that Lord Windſor, after ke bought 
it, would never admit but of one; and always 
thought, the giving two was wrong. 

Hodges and Potter ſaid, that the houſe, wherein 
Wheeler lives in, is two diſtinct tenements, held by 
two different tenants, and both voted till it was 
laid into an inn, and held by one tenant for ſome 
time; after which, twelve years ago, it was divided 
into two tenements, as it had been before; and both 
tenants have ſince voted, and had right ſo to do. 
Bur Waller ſaid, he lived in part of this tenement 
ſixteen years : that the houſe is held of one land- 
lord, and the ſtables of another: that the ſtable te- 
nant had ſometimes offered his vote, but it was 
never taken; and no more than one vote was al- 
lowed, and that for the houſe : that the houſe pays 
two ſhillings and ſixpence yearly to the Duke of 
Norfolk, and five ſhiilings and ſixpence to Magda- 
len college. | 

Wheeler ſaid, that Churcher's houſe is a new built 
houſe on an old foundation : the witneſſes, about 
ſix or ſeven years ago, cleared the foundation, and, 
found mortar and ſtones in the old foundation : But 

7 Pyke 
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Pyke ſaid, it was not an old burgage, but a 
cottage, built about five years ago: a ſmall part of 
it is within the church yard, and the reſt on the 
waſte of the manor ; and he had a leaſe of it for 99 
years at 2 8. 6d. yearly. 

Yeomans ſaid, Richard Parſons was an inhabitant. 
within the borough at the time of the election, and 
for above a year and half before; but could not ſay 
whether his houſe had a vote : but Waller and Pyke 
ſaid, Parſons had been ejected from this houſe three 
years ago z and after the writs were out he broke 
into the houſe again, and pretended to vote for it 
under ſuch forcible entry; and before the election, 
application had been made to a juſtice of the peace 
to remove the force. 

That, on the head of ill practices, were called, 

Mary Potter : who ſaid, the petitioner and his 
fellow candidate deſired the conſtable to make a 
fair poll, and that Pyke bid the conſtable mind his 
buſineſs, and not be bubbled out of the election by 
them. 

Hunt ſaid, about a fortnight before the hearing, 
Bawcombe had told him Lord Windſor would be 
kind to him, and order him 201. it he would 
prove bribery againſt the petitioner ; but he knew 
of no ſuch bribery, neither did he tell Bawcombe 
lo. 

The counſel for Sir Thomas Styles, obſerved 
upon the poll, that he had the greateſt number, 
and the petitioner the leaft of all the four candi- 
dates ; fo there was an intervening majority allowed 

the petitioner ; and inſiſted they could not 
queſtion the ſuperiority of Sir Thomas Styles; and 
then objected to fix of the petitioner's voters, againſt 
whom they produced 

A leaſe — the 28th of September, 1703, to 
Edward Benton and Ann his wife, for 99 years, 
determinable on their lives : and Pyke ſaid, Benton 
is dead, and his widow lives in the houſe; and 
Heaver, who voted, lives with her ; but believed 
he did not rent the houſe of her, and ſaid he had 
voted before. 

Laſhmer ſaid, Heaver had been three years an 
inhabitant in a borough houſe, which always had a 
vote. 

Waller ſaid, James Bennet is a yearly fereant 
within the pariſh, but out of the borough, and is 
no wiſe an inhabitant; and never lived in any bur- 
gage tenement within the borough, but * he was 
rated to the poor. 


Laſhmer ſaid, Bennet is an 5 in one of 


their houſes, for which a former tenant had voted 
for Lord Windſor, and his Lordſhip aſſerted it was 
as good a vote as any. 

Waller ſaid, Stephen Green is not rated, and is 
a ſhepherd to one who lives out of the borough : 
But, 

Laſhmer ſaid, Green is an inhabitant, was put in 
by Lord Windſor, who aſſerted he had a vote. 

Evan Griffith ſaid, John Huat lives with his fa- 
ther, and is not rated, 

Waller ſaid, Joſeph Hogtrough is rated, but has 
not paid to church and poor theſe two years : that 
Thomas Potter, about a year ago, had relief under 
an execution, but returned the money ; is now rated 
and pays to church and poor. 

The committee reſolved, 

That Sir Thomas Styles, baronet, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

That Edward Minſhull, eſquire, is duly elected 


a burgeſs to ſerve in the preſent parliament for this 
borough. 


\ 


The ſaid reſolution was read twice, and agreed 
to by the houſe. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of the honourable An- 
drews Windſor, and John Gumley, eſquires, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of members 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough, the peti- 
tioners, Sir Richard Gough, and Meenheer William 
Charles Van Huls, were candidates : that the faid 
Mr. Van Huls being born out of his Majeſty's do- 
minions, and of foreign parents, the petitioners 
were adviſed, that he was not capable to fit as a 
member, and did objet to the ſame: that one 
George Laſhmer pretended to be, and acted as, | 
conſtable of the ſaid and admitted ſeveral | 
perſons to vote for the ſaid Sir Richard Gough, and d 
Mr. Van Huls, who had no right to poll; and at | 
the ſame time refuſed ſeveral other perſons to poll 
for the petitioners, who had right to vote ; and by 
many arbitrary and corrupt practices, the ſaid Sir 
Richard Gough, and Mr. Van Huls procured 
themſelves to be returned, in prejudice to the pe- 
titioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matters 
thereof, and to report it with their opinion. 


County of BRECKNOCK. 


HIS is one of the 12 Welſh counties, who 

claim, and have right to ſummons for election 
of knight to repreſent them, by virtue of the ſtatute Se 
of the 27th of Henry the eighth. der 

The memoirs concerning the elections I have met 
with, are as follow, 

In 1660, there was a conteſt: between Sir Herbert 
Price, and Sir Henry Williams, which was referred 
to the committee of privileges and elections, and 
heard before them. 

July 19, 1661. Information was given to the 
houſe, that Colonel Melburne Williams, attending 
as a witneſs for Sir Henry Williams, was arreſted 
at the ſuit of one — Page, by George Watſon, 
one of the bailiffs of Weſtminſter, on a capias ad 
reſpondendum. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Williams have his 
privilege and be . without paying any 
fees. 

July 25. Serjeant Charleton reported from the 
committee, touching the difference between Sir 
Herbert Price, and Sir Henry Williams in the elec- 
tion for this county, ſeveral mikſc therein ; 
and the opinion of the committee, that the ſaid 
election was void: which was agreed to by the 
houſe, 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue a warrant to 
the clerk of the Crown, to make out a new writ 
for the election of a knight for this county. 

And this houſe debating, whether the ſheriff 
ſhould be ſent for in cuſtody, or ſummoned to ap- 
pear to anſwer his miſcarriage : ordered to be ad- 
journed till next morning. 

27th. Ordered, that the ſheriff of this county do 
attend on the ſecond Monday in the next meeting 
of the parliament, after this receſs, to anſwer his 
miſcarriage in the election for this county; and to 
be at the charge of the ſummons. 

zoth. The houſe then adjourned to the 20th of 
November next. 

Nov. 20. A complaint was made in regard to 
the laſt writ ordered for the election of a knight of 
the ſhire for this county. 

Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 

elections, 
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elections, at their ſitting to-morrow in the afternoon, 
the firſt buſineſs, do ſend for the clerk of the Crown 
and examine the abuſe in ſuppreſſing the writ iſſued 
for the election of a knight of the ſhire for this 
county, and do make report of it the next morning 
after to the houſe. | 

22d. Ordered, that Walter Vaughan, efquire, late 
ſheriff of this county, who was ſummoned touching 
ſome miſcarriages alledged to have been in the laſt 
election of a knight for this county, be diſcharged 
of farther attendance, paying his fees. 

Serjeant Charleton reports, as to the buſineſs in 
ſuppreſſing the writ for this county; that the clerk 
of the Crown did, on the 14th of Auguſt laſt, re- 
ceive Mr. Speaker's warrant for iſſuing the ſaid 
writ, by the hands of Cole Jeffreys, to whom 
he delivered the ſaid writ the next day, being the 
15th of Auguſt laſt; and that the ſaid writ is now 
delivered to the ſheriff, and the election is to be 
on Wedneſday next. 

Ordered, that for the future, when any writ ſhall 
be delivered for a new election of any member to 
ſerve in parliament, the party that doth receive the 
writ ſhall deliver, or cauſe the ſame forthwith to be 
ſent to the proper officer of the place, for which the 
election is to be made. 

Upon this election Mr, Jeffereys was choſen, and 
Mr. Progers lodged a petition againſt him, which 
was conſidered by the committee : and 

an. 31. Mr. ſerjeant Charleton reported, touch- 
ing the election for this county; that, upon the 
petition of Mr. Progers, complaining of the undue 
election of Mr. Jeffereys as a knight for this county, 
the committee had examined the witneſſes on both 
fides ; and are fully ſatisfied the writ was long de- 
tained, and the election not made in the uſual place; 
that many who were for Mr. Progers were refuſed, 
diſcouraged or delayed, and the poll adjourned to 


his prequdice; and divers indirect means uſed to ad- 
vance the numbers of election for Mr. Jeffereys, 


and to diminiſh the number of thoſe who were for 
Mr. Progers, who would have had the majority if 
the eleftion had been fairly carried ; and the opi- 
nion of the committee; that the election of the ſaid 
Mr. Jeffereys is void: in which the houſe agreed. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant, 
&c. to make out a new writ for the election of a 
knight for this county. 

Nov. 26, 1695. A petition of Sir Rowland 
Gwynn was preſented and read ; ſhewing, that, at 
the election of a knight of the ſhire for this county 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament, the petitioner 
was Choſen by a majority of the freeholders of the 
ſaid county; but by the partiality of the ſheriff, 
and ſeveral illegal practices uſed by him and others, 
many perſons were admitted to vote who were not 
freeholders, and others were deterred and influenced 
in giving their votes; and at laſt a falſe return was 
made of Edward Jones, eſquire, in prejudice of the 
petitioner and freeholders of the county : and pray- 
ing the houſe would take the ſame into their con- 
ſideration. | 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges to examine and report the matter, with their 
opinion, 

Feb. 20. Ordered, the report to be received on 
Saturday next. 

22d. Colonel Granville reported, that the com- 
mittee had examined the merits of the election. 
That upon the poll the numbers were, 

For Mr. Jones 812. 
For the Petitioner 717. 


It was inſiſted, for the petitioner, that there were 
many ill practices at the election; and called, 

Mr. Daniel Williams, Mr. Powell, and others: 
who ſaid, that the poll at this election laſted ſix 
days, whereas it uſed to be but two : that, on the 
Saturday, about 500 appeared, and but 62 polled : 
that the poll was adjourned at three o'clock, at Mr. 
Jones's requeſt ; and there were ſeveral who were 
ready to have polled for Sir Rowland Gwynn, and, 
by reaſon of the market on the Monday following, 
were not polled : 

That there was a Court Leet of the Biſhop of St. 
Davids, ante-dated, and made at the time of the elec- 
tion, as believed, to take off Sir Rowland Gwynn's 
voters ; for that ſeveral who were for him, were 
ſummoned to that court : 

That on Tueſday, the laſt day of the poll, the 
ſheriff diſmiſſed the country, without proclamation, 
at three o'clock, though deſired to continue the 


poll, and adjourned till ſix; then caſt up the poll; 


by which many of the petitioner's votes were left 
unpolled, particularly one Thomas Davis, who was 
preſent : 

That before the ſheriff adjourned on Tueſday, 
Mr. Daniel Williams defired him to call ſeveral of 


the petitioner's votes; but he (the ſheriff) refuſed : 


That when the poll was over, he deſired to be 
preſent, when the poll was caſt up, but was denied ; 
and no body was preſent for the petitioner, though 
a ſcrutiny was promiſed : 

That they deſired to make good ſeveral excepti- 
ons, taken at the time of the polling ; but this 
was not granted. 

But it appeared to the committee, that there was 
one of each fide did attend to fee the poll fairly 
taken; and if any was accepted to, they were 
ſworn. | 

That one, who voted for the petitioner, was pre- 
ſently impriſoned by the under ſheriff : 

That ſeveral perſons, who voted for Mr. Jones, 
had owned, that ſeven ſeveral voters were threatned 
by ſeveral perſons, or they would have voted for 
the petitioner : 

That George George had no freehold, though he 
ſwore he had forty ſhillings a year; and ſaid, he 
did it at the preſſing inſtance of Mr. Jones, and his 
friends; and that Mr. Jones gave him five ſhillings 
for voting : 

That Watkin Beavor promiſed to vote for the pe- 
titioner, but voted for Mr. Jones; and ſaid, he 
was perſuaded to it by Mr. Jefferey's, and his mo- 
ther, who releaſed him of 38 ſhillings rent : 

That John Morgan was fined twenty ſhillings, 
and voted for Mr. Jones, upon the promiſe of Owen 
Morgan to get him diſcharged : 

That David Beavan had four ſhillings to buy 
ſhoes, for voting for Mr. Jones : 

That John Watkins was promiſed a grey coat, 
and an horſe : 

That one ſcrupled to ſwear, but Jenkin perſuaded 
him : 

That the petitioner ſaid, he could diſqualify ſe- 
veral of Mr. Jones's votes ; but the committee did 
not admit him, becauſe contrary to the former votes 
of the houſe. 

For Mr. Jones were called, 

Mr. Henry Williams, and Mr. Winter : who 
faid, the candidates agreed, and caſt lots which 
hundred ſhould be polled firſt, and it came to Mr. 
Jones's lot to chooſe the firſt : that the qualificati- 


ons of the electors were ſettled ; and, amongſt the 


reſt, it was agreed, that thoſe who had leaſes, and 
| Quakers 
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Quakers who could make out their eſtates, ſhould 
vote : 

That, before the country was diſmiſſed, the ſhe- 
riff aſked if they had any more voters, and Mr. 
Daniel Williams called ſeveral, but they did not ap- 
pear z whereupon, at the requeſt of Mr. Manſel, 
who appeared ſor the petitioner, the ſheriff 3 
the country: 

That the ſheriff did ſay, he was offered 1001. to 
make a double return. 


Mr. William Williams ſaid, the ſheriff aſked if 


there were any more to poll for the petitioner? And 
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none appearing, he adjourned to caſt up, and ex- 
amine the poll: that B. James aſked how the elec- 
tion went; and ſaid, 1001. for 100 voices for the pe- 
titioner. Mr. Harcourt denied his threatning one 
Hughes; and ſaid, he only deſired him to vote for 
Mr. Jones, as his neighbour ; and Edward Hughes 
denied he was threatned, as charged by the petiti- 
oner's evidence. 

Mr. Jones then offered to diſqualify ſome of the 
petitioncr's votes, but the committee did not admit 
him ſo to do, for the reaſons before : that, upon 
the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Edward Jones, eſquire, is duly elected a 
knight of the ſhire for this county : to which the 
houſe agreed, 

Oct. 22, 1722. A petition of Roger Jones, eſ- 


quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of a 
member to ſerve | in parliament for this county, the 


petitioner, and William Gwyn Vaughan, eſquire, 
were candidates: that many corrupt and illegal prac- 
tices were made uſe of by, and in fayour of the ſaid 
Mr. Vaughan, in order to procure him to be elected ; 
and he is returned, in prejudice of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered it to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 


B RE CON Town. 


HIS is the ſhire town of the county, and is 
entitled to ſend one burgeſs to parliament. 
It was incorporated in 1555 by charter of Queen 
> Mary ; has two bailiffs, twelve aldermen, and fif- 
teen common- council men. The memoirs relating 
to the clections of its members in parliament, are 
theſe. 
The firſt conteſt that I meet with was in 1640 ; 
of which the Journal takes this notice. 
Jan. 6, 1640, Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that 


Mr. Herbert Price, returned a burgeſs for this bo- 


rough, ſhall ſit here as a member, till his election 
be avoided. | 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that Mr. Robert 
Williams ſhall not fit, as a member of this houſe, 
till his election be decided. | 

May 17, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported from 
the committee, touching the double return of this 
town ; that Sir Herbert Price was returned by one 
indenture, and Kingſmell Lucy, eſquire, by an- 
other; and the opinion of the committee, that Sir 


Herbert Price, being returned by the proper offi- 


cer, ought to ſit till the merits of the cauſe, touch- 


ing the ſaid election, be determined: to which the 


houſe agreed. | 

March 22. Serjeant Charleton reported from the 
committee, touching the election for this town, that 
the committee was of opinion,. that Sir Herbert 
Price was duly elected, and ought to ſit as a burgeſs 
for this town: to which the houſe agreed, 


March 19; 1678. A petition of Thomas Manſc}, 
eſquire, complaining of undue practices uſed by the 
bailiff of this town, in returning of John Jeffreys, 
eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent parliament as a bur. 
geſs for this borough, in injury of the petitioner, 
who was duly elected, and is returned by another 
indenture affixed to the mts and filed in 1 Crown 
office, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges to examine, and report the matter thereof 
with their opinion. 

April 1, 1679. Sir Thomas Meers reported, that 
the committee had taken into conſideration the mat- 
ter of the return for this borough; and it appears, 
that to the writ for Brecon is affixed an indenture, 
dated the 28th of February laſt, between Richard 
Jones, and Lancelot Herbert, aldermen of this bo- 
rough, and many other burgeſſes of the ſaid bo- 
rough, of the one part; and Thomas Bulcot, ſheriff 
of the ſaid county, of the other part; witneſſeth, that, 
by virtue of a mandate to the bailiff of the ſaid bo- 
rough directed, the ſaid aldermen and burgeſſes had 
choſen Thomas Manſel, eſquire, burgeſs for the ſaid 
borough : in witneſs whereof, the ſaid aldermen and 
burgeſſes had ſet their hands and ſeals: and accord- 
ingly there are the hands and ſeals of the ſaid alder- 
men, and a multitude of others; but the bailiff is 
1 party, nor hath ſet his hand and . to it. 

Iſo, 

Another W is affixed 10 it, W the, ſame 
day, between the ſaid ſheriff of the county of Brecon, 
of the one part; and John Walters, eſquire, bailiff 
of the ſaid borough, of the other part; witneſſing, 
that the ſaid bailiff, with the whole aſſent and con- 
ſent of the burgeſſes there, by, virtue of a warrant 
of the ſaid ſheriff to the ſaid bailiff directed, hath 
made choice and election of John Jeffreys, elauire, 
to be the burgeſs of the ſaid /borough : in witneſs 
whereof, the ſaid bailiff and burgeſſes have not only 
ſet the common ſeal of the ſaid borough, but alſo 
their own hands and ſeals : and accordingly there is 
a broad ſeal affixed to it, and. it is ſubſcribed, John 
Waters, bailiff; and many other hands and ſeals are 
ſet thereunto. Whereupon the committee reſolved ; 

That the indenture wherein John Jeffryes, eſquire, 
is returned to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
the ſaid borough, is well and duly returned, and 
by the proper officer ; and that thereupon he ought 
to ſit, as well and duly returned to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for the ſaid borough : with which 
the houſe agreed. 

April g, 1690. A petition of Charles Morgan, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that he was duly 
elected for this town by. a majority of qualified 
votes, but by ſeveral ill practices, Jeffrey Jeffryes, 
eſquire, procured ſeveral votes, and thereby hath 
obtained to be returned, in prejudice to the petitio- 
ner : and praying the conſideration of the houſe. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges to examine, and report the matter of the 
ſame to the houſe, with their opinion. 

Dec. 17, 1698. A petition of Jeffrey Jeffryes, 
eſquire, was read ; ſetting forth, that the petitioner 
had the majority of legal votes at the laſt election 
of members, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough ; and many illegal practices were then 
uſed on the behalf of Thomas Morgan, eſquire; 
particularly, by the ſheriff of Brecon, who acted 
very, partially againſt the petitioner, and returned 
Mr, Morgan, in wrong of the ene, and pray- 
ing relief of the houſe. 
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Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame to the houſe, with their opinion. 

Nov. 27, 1699. This petition was again preſented 
and referred : but never reported. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of Edward Jefferyes, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election 
for this town and borough, the petitioner, and 
Roger Jones, eſquire, were candidates, when the 
petitioner was duly elected: that, at the ſaid electi- 
on, ſeveral perſons were admitted to poll for Mr. 
Jones, who had no right; by which means, bribe- 
ry, and other undue practices, of the ſaid Mr, 
Jones and agents, hath procured himſelf to be un- 


| duly elected, in wrong of the petitioner : and pray- 


ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion, 

Oct. 25, 1722. A petition of the burgeſſes of this 
town was read; ſhewing, that at the election of a 
member to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
William Morgan, eſquire, by ſeveral unwarrantable 
proceedings, procured himſelf to be returned, in 
manifeſt prejudice of the petitioner : and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Dec. 4. A petition of divers perſons, whoſe names 
are ſubſcribed, being the major part of the legal 
burgeſſes of this town, or borough, relating to the 
petition of the burgeſſes of the ſaid town, com- 
plaining of an undue election and return for the ſaid 
town (which was referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, the 25th day of October laſt) 
being offered to the houſe ; 

And the queſtion being put, that the ſaid petiti- 
on be brought up to the table; 

It paſſed in the negative. 


BRIDGEWATER. 


HIS is an antient borough in the county of 
Somerſet, ſo created in the time of King 


b John, as appears by the charter in the Appendix. 
4 It has been repreſented in parliament ever ſince the 
egiſt. 26th of Edward the firſt. The return of burgeſſes, 


12, 17 Edw. IV, was, Quod burgenſes burgi de 
Bridgewater, unanimi aſſenſu eligerunt : but before 
this time, they were choſen by deputation in the 
county court. See Appendix return for the county, 
— Theſe are all the antient memoirs concerning the 
election, thole of a more modern date are theſe 
which follow. 

1669. Upon the death of Mr. Tynt, Sir Francis 
Roll was returned; againſt which Peregrine Palmer 
lodged a petition. It doth not appear when it was 
lodged, but it was referred to the committee of 
elections, as appears by what follows: 

Nov. 13. Reſolved, that the cauſe of the election 
for the town of Bridgewater be heard by the com- 
mittee of elections this day fortnight. 

29th. Ordered, that the cauſe, touching the elec- 
tion for this town, be heard before the committee 
of elections, on Thurſday next. 

Dec. 3. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Tueſday next. 

7th. Sir Job Charleton reported from the com- 
mittee of elections the ſtate of this election, be- 
tween Sir Francis Roll, and Mr. Palmer: that the 


right of election was in the majority of the corpo- 
ä TI 


ration, conliſting of-a mayor, aldermen, and capi- 
tal burgeſſes, in number 24; and that ſo many 
perſons were preſent, and gave votes in the electi- 
on: and there being 12 voices for Mr. Palmer, and 
11 for Sir Francis Roll, the mayor, as burgeſs, 
gave his voice for him; whereby the voices were 
even; and then, as mayor, gave lis caſting voice: 
upon which the return was made for Sir Francis 
Roll, which Mr. Palmer complains is undue ; for 
that ſome of thoſe, who took upon them to give 
their voices for Sir Francis Roll, were not elected 
burgeſſes; neither were they in a capacity to be 
made burgeſſes, being debarred by the act for regu- 
lating corporations; and three of them, by practice 
and deſign, brought in the very day of election, 
though not qualified according to the act for corpo- 
rations ; and being all perſons holding conventicles 
in their houſes, and reſorting to them, in others; 
and refuſing to conform or reſort to the ſervice of 
the church, or receive the ſacrament, as the act 
does enjoin; and one of them being, at the time of 
his being elected burgeſs, actually excommunicated, 
and not abſolved till after the election of the bur- 
geſs to ſerve in parliament : which matter, and wit- 
neſſes touching the ſame, were examined before the 
committee : and the next queſtion which did ariſe, 
was, whether, and how far, the mayor was quali- 
fied to give his voice in the election, admitting there 
was no exception to any other of the electors; and 
that the committee, upon examination of the whole 
matter, had a on two votes; Viz. 

1. That Sir Francis Roll was not duly elected. 

2. That Mr. Palmer was duly elected: with which 
the houſe agreed. 

In the parliament called in 1678, there were ſe- 
veral returns of Sir Francis Roll, Sir Halſwell Tynt, 
and Ralph Stawel, eſquire, as appears by the fol- 
lowing petitions. 


March 20, 1678. A petition of Ralph Staywell, Sicori 


eſquire, eomplaining of an undue return of Sir 
Francis Rolle, to ſerve in this preſent parliament as 
a burgeſs for this borough, in injury of the petiti- 
oner, who was duly elected, and alſo returned, to 
ſerve for the ſaid borough, was read. 

Reſolved, &c. that the ſaid petition be referred 
to the committee of privileges and elections to ex- 
amine, and report the ſame with their opinion. 

21. Ordered, that the matter, touching the ſaid 
election, be referred to the committee of elections: 
and that it be the firſt cauſe to be heard before them 
this afternoon. 

March 27, 1679. A petition of Sir Francis Rolles, 
baronet, complaining of an undue return of Colonel 
Ralph Stawel, to ſerve in this preſent parliament as 
one of the burgeſſes for this borough, in injury of 
the petitioner, who was duly elected, and returned 
by indenture under the hand and ſeal of the mayor 
of the ſaid town, was read. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
elections to examine the matter, and report the ſame 
with their opinion. 

28th. A petition of Ralph Stawell, eſquire, pray- 
ing that the merits of this election, and return, 
may be heard together on the 2 1ſt day of April 
next ; being the day appointed to conſider the me- 
rits of the ſaid return; was read. 

Reſolved, &c. that the ſaid petition be referred 
to the conſideration of the committee of privileges 
and elections. 

A petition of William Clarke, eſquire, com- 
plaining of ſeveral undue practices, in the election 


and return of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for 
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this borough, in injury of the petitioner, who had 
the majority of rightful voices, was read. 
Reſolved, &c. that the ſaid petition be referred 


to the committee of privileges and elections; and 


that they make a ſpecial report of the ſame. 

29th. The houſe being informed, that Sir Halſ- 
well Tynt, baronet, is returned to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament, for this borough, by two inden- 
tures ; and that he ought to fit : 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter of 
the ſaid return the firſt buſineſs ; and to report the 
ſame, with their opinions, to the houſe. 

April 1. Sir Thomas Meers reported, that it ap- 
peared to the committee, that Sir Halſwell Tynt is 
returned in an indenture affixed to the writ, with 
Sir Francis Roll, under a ſeal of this borough, and 
the mayor's hand alſo to it. And there was alſo 
produced another indenture ; wherein Sir Halſwell 
Tynt is returned ſingly as one of the burgeſſes for 
the ſaid borough, under a larger common-ſeal of 
the ſaid borough. 

And Mr. William Harboard, a member of this 
houſe, in his place, declared, that, on the ſame 
day this parliament began (viz. the 6th of March 
laſt) 'Sir Halſwell Tynt came to him, and ſhewed 
him this laſt indenture : that thereupon he and Sir 
Halſwell Tynt went to the ſheriff, to deſire him to 
affix it to- the writ, which he was willing to do; 
but that he had carried in all the returns of this 
county to the clerk of the Crown; and therefore 
could not affix it himſelf, but went with Mr. Har- 
board, and Sir Halſwell Tynt, to the clerk of the 
Crown at Weſtminſter, and deſired him to affix it, 
which he refuſed to do; ſaying, he had already 
made out his book of returns, and could not then 
accept this indenture. But the committee, being 
ſatisfied that Sir Halſwell Tynt was elected, both 
by the ſeleft number of capital burgeſſes, and alſo 
by the popular; and that the petitioners, who com- 
plain of the ſaid election, did admit him to be duly 
elected; came to the following reſolution, videlicet ; 

That the clerk of the Crown ſhall affix the inden- 
ture, wherein Sir Halſwell Tynt is ſingly returned, 
to the writ for the county of Somerſet ; and that 
Sir Halſwell Tynt ought thereupon to ſit, as duly 
returned to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : to which the houſe agreed; and the 
clerk of the Crown, being called in, did affix it ac- 
cordingly. 

The other petitions do not appear to have 


been heard. 


Nov. 4, 1692. A petition of John Gardner, mer- 
chant, was read; complaining of an undue return 
for this borough. 

Ordered, that the conſideration thereof be refer- 
red to the committee of privileges, to examine, and 
report with their opinion, 

Dec. 7. Ordered, that the report, touching the 
election for this borough, be made on Saturday 
next. 

| Toth. Serjeant Trenchard reported, upon the pe- 
tition of Mr. Gardner, complaining of an undue re- 
turn of Robert Balch, eſquire, to ſerve for this bo- 
rough 3 VIZ. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the inhabitants, paying ſcot and lot : there was, 
| For Mr. Balch 84, 

For, Mr. Gardner 80. | 

But, at the end of the poll, taken by the petiti- 
oner's clerk, there were ſeven voices put down ; 
which (though not allowed by the mayor) Mr. 
| . 1 | 


Gardner inſiſted were qualified to vote; ſix of whom 
voted for him, and would make the numbers, 
For Mr. Balch 85, 
For the petitioner 96. 

That the petitioner then proceeded to diſqualify 
ſome of thoſe who had voted for Mr. Balch; and 
firſt excepted to John Trott, as not in the poor's 
book : but Mr. Hoar proved, he married, before 
the election, the relict of one Roberts, who was in 
the poor's book, and had an eſtate, Then Mr. 
Gardner excepted to John Webber, and produced 
the out-lawry book, whereby it appeared he ſtood 
outlawed, by meſne proceſs, ever ſince 2 Jac. II: 

but it was ſaid the debt was paid, and was pardon- 
ed by the general pardon.— Coleman ſaid, that 
William Symonds, who voted for Mr. Balch, was 
only rated for his ſiſter's eſtate z and ordered, by 
the mayor, to be ſtruck out : but that Mr. Bick- 
nell ſaid, he was lately poſſeſſed of an eſtate, by 
adminiſtration of the goods of one Robert Symonds, 
He alſo ſaid, that Edmund Raymond had no 
eſtate ; and was ordered, by the mayor, to be ſtruck 
out of the poll. But on the other ſide it was ſhewed 
he was in the poor's book; and Mr. Hoar ſaid, he 


did live in the confines of the antient borough, had 


an eſtate within the corporation, and was rated to 
the poor of the pariſh of the borough. 

Exception was alſo taken to John Offield, junior, 
who voted for Mr. Balch, as having perſonated his 
father: but Mr. Hoar ſaid, that he had the eſtate, 
and not his father. 

That Mr. Chance faid, he promiſed Mr. Gard- 
ner his vote, but, Mr. Gardner owing him- ſome 
money for a reckoning, Mr. Balch's agent, Mr. 
Popham, engaged to ſee him paid, and thereby pre- 
vailed with him to. vote for Adr. Balch. On the 
other ſide; 

That Mr. Popham add, that Chance informing 
him, that Mr. Gardner's people had drank to the 
amount of four pounds fifteen ſhillings ; and that 
he was afraid of its being paid ; he only told him, 
that they were liable to pay it; and he would aſſiſt 
him in getting it, Mr. Hoar ſaid the ſame, and 
that Chance had ordered an action. — That Pym 
ſaid, he ſhould have voted for Mr. Gardner, but 
he was carried by Denham to Mr. Balch, who pro- 
miſed to ſtrike him out of the poor's book, and 
give him a life in his eſtate : but Denham ſaid, he 
met him in the ſtreet ; and that he told him, he was 
willing to be for Mr. Balch ; and, in order to be 
freed from importunity of Mr. Gardner's people, 
he deſired to be carried to Mr. Balch's houſe ; but 
he was under no reſtraint : and Mr. Popham ſaid 
the ſame, and that his tenement at the election was 


full-ſtaved. Sicor! 


Then the petitioner proceeded to make good the 
votes refuſed by the mayor. 

And it appeared, that Mr. Glaſs, that voted for 
Mr. Gardner, and was ſo refuſed, had two tene- 
ments in the town, and paid the King's taxes; but 
was not rated to church and poor; was 22 years 
old, an apprentice, and lived with his ſiſter. 

That William Alloway, was a great merchant 
in the town, and paid all other taxes; but could 
not ſay he paid to church and poor; but, as to 
that, Mr. Hoar ſaid, there was one Gatcomb in 
the ſame circumſtances, who voted for Mr. Balch ; 
and both waved by conſent. 

That Coleman ſaid, that though John Mills, 
another of Mr. Gardner's refuſed voters, was not 


on the poor's rate, yet kept a ſhop, drove a trade, 


and had an houſe. of freehold ; and that y_ 
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nden 


Luffe, fince deceaſed, had an eſtate of five or ſix 
pounds per annum, and paid all other taxes, but 
church and poor: but to that, Mr. Hoar ſaid, 
Luffe was a poor man, and attended the maſons; 
and that Mills was a minor. 

That Coleman ſaid, that Samuel Strode, another 
of Mr. Gardner's refuſed voters, was on the poor's 
rate : that Mr. Hoar anſwered, that, though he was 
on the poor's rate, he had not paid for three 
years; and that he was relieved in 1689, and own- 
ed he had fold his eſtate three years before. He 
alſo. ſaid, Charles Bell married Elizabeth Seward, 
who was on the poor's rate, and that the marriage 
was the day before the election: but Mr. Bicknell 
faid, he went to ſearch about the marriage, and the 
miniſter told him, he knew what he came for ; but 
he ſhould not fee the book until his clerk had 
done ſomething to it. 

For Mr. Balch was alfo called, 

Richard Stradling : who ſaid, he was at the elec- 
tion, and had promiſed Mr. Balch ; but had ſeven 
or eight meſſengers from Mr. Gardner; and that 
Mr. Gardner had ſent him, by Coleman, one ſhil- 
ling, and one ſhilling and ſix-pence for a brace of 
birds; and had promiſed, he ſhould make his biſcuit; 
and kept him locked up. 

That Drake ſaid, he heard Organ, one of Mr. 
Gardner's voters, declare, he could have 3 1. of 
Mr. Gardner, and heard Mr. Gardner promiſe 
him money. That Baker ſaid, when Mr. Bull's 
election was over, Mr. Gardner gave one Wogy a 
guinea, and deſired him to ſpend it among his 
friends; and ſaid; if there was another election, he 
hoped he would vote for him. 

That Nathanael Gilpin faid, Lawrence Bryan 
had promiſed Mr. Balch ; but was taken off by Mr. 
Gardner's promiſing to take his eldeſt ſon. 

That William Manchep, Pleyar, and Mills told 
him, they voted for Mr. Gardner, becauſe he had 
promiſed to bring their brothers from beyond ſea. 

That Mr. Hoar ſaid, Tremaine (one of Mr. 
Gardner's voters) his ſiſter, owned the houſe and 
paid all taxes. That Horier, had no eſtate : but 
that Mr. Palmer ſaid, he was a butcher, had a 
good trade, and was liable to be rated for that. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Robert Balch, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : to which the houſe agreed. 
Nov. 15, 1709. A warrant was ordered for a 
new writ, for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough, in the room 
of George Doddington, eſquire, made a commiſſioner 
of the admiralty. 

April 2, 1724. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, in the room of G 
Doddington, eſquire, made a commiſſioner for exe- 
cuting the office of treaſurer of the exchequer. 


BRIDGENORTH, 


of be 0s borough is ſituate in the county of 
Salop, and ſent members to parliament from 


the 28th of Edward the firſt. The memoirs con- 


den. cerning their elections which I have met with, are 


as follow, 

Feb. 20, 1609. Bridgenorth :—A writ, before the 
ſeſſion, to the ſheriff :—The ſheriff dies before the 
election. 

Reſolved, the new ſheriff to return, when he 
comes ;»—the bailiff cannot. 


return again. | 


The Borough of BRIDGENORATH. 


21ſt, A letter from Bridgenorth to the Lord 
Chancellor, touching the election of a burgeſs for 
that town. Diſturbance to the election. The 
two bailiffs of Bridgenorth to be ſent for. 

March 7. Motion, touching the return of Bridge- 
north. 

Sir Francis Lacon already returned, before the 
letters ſent by Mr. Speaker. 0 

Sir Francis Lacon, Sir George Haward, botli 
pretending to be returned, come in, by order of 
houſe, their counſel. Mr. Hitchcock, for Sotherne, 
the bailiff, beginnith.— Writ came. Capper:— 
Every child of a burgeſs, a burgeſs:— Children 
of every burgeſs.— 

Sotherne, for inhabitants :—The other not war- 
rantable.— De Burgen inhabitant” reſiden— Capper, 
in the abſence of the other, proceedeth to an elec- 
tion. —Catcheth two ſeals; the ale ſeal, and town 
ſeal. —The return made by the ale ſeal, without 
hands of the burgeſſes. 

Mr. Richiſon: Matter of foreign burgeſſes de- 
nied. Elder than Sir George elected on the other 
part. The return being made, not to make aver- 
ment againſt the ſheriff.— If the ſheriff raſe after 
election: If he return without election: No 
averment. | 

The counſel retired. 

Mr. Holt, —againſt the return, pro Sotherne. 

Mr. Moor, —Capper.-— | 

Mr. Fuller :—The return to be ſtayed, if it be 
not returned. 

The committee for privileges to examine it :— 
To ſee the return To- morrow, 7 o'clock. 

March 9. Serjeant Barker reporteh the examina- 
tion of the order for Bridgenorth. — Suppoſed to 
be miſtaken. 

That the writ was ſent over night, but none 
could be found:. After ſent, and delivered. 

The writ and indenture read in the houſe. 

Sir Roger Owen, Mr. Fuller, Mr, Hoſkins :— 
Raſure :=-— No good ſeal :——No bailiff's hand. 
Mr. Attorney: — Though miſcarriage, yet the re- 
turn good. No queſtion of the validity. 

Mr. Fuller: — If returned, the houſe hath power. 

Mr. Recorder: — The return to be examined: 
This houſe not concluded. | 

Sir Edwad Grevill — The lawyers of the houſe 
to adviſe, Mr. ſerjeant Barker 

Sir Robert Harley : That 

Q. Whether recommitted : — Reſolved. Com- 
mittee named To examine the validity of the re- 
turn: Whether to be accepted. 

1oth. Sir Robert Hitcham — Bridgenorth.— 
Agreed, that the return was good in law, by 
queſtion, —If any miſdemeanour, reſolved, to be 
examined by the houſe. 

12th. Committees for privileges to examine the 
abuſes of election for this borough : —To-morrow 


morning in the court of wards. 


The committees to conſider, whether an oath may 
be miniſtered. —Referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges. The entry of the judgment in the caſe 
of this borough. 

13th. Mr. Pulleſton : —— That the committee for 
privileges met, for Bridgenorth :——Differed in the 
manner of proceeding, whether by oath, or not. 

Re-committed, to conſider, whether by oath. 

14th. Sir George Moore reporteth, that the com- 
mittees, about the oath for this borough. No 
lawyers met. To be debated in the houſe, — 

The bailiffs have ſtaid long :--To go home, and 
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Nr. Hoſkins : — Firſt, to examine it, — The 
abuſe. According to order. 

Reſolved, to go home, and to return within 
eight days after the aſſizes. 

Mr. Tate: to examine and puniſh. 

Reſolved, to come again upon notice. 

Q. Whether the bailiffs, upon publick notice, 
ſhall come: Reſolved. 

March 28, 1679. A petition of John Wolrich, 
eſquire, complaining of undue practices in the 
bailiffs of Bruges, otherwiſe Bridgenorth, in the 
electing and returning of Sir William Whitemore, 
and Sir Thomas Whitmore, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament as burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, in in- 
jury of the petitioner, who was duly elected one of 
the burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, and ought to 
have been returned; 

Reſolved, &c. That it be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges to examine, and report the 
matter therein, with their opinion to the houſe. 

Dec. 14, 1698. A petition of Roger Pope, eſquire, 
was preſented to the houſe, and read; ſetting forth, 
that he was candidate at the laſt election for this 
borough, and ought to have been returned a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid 
borough; but Sir Edward Acton, by corrupt and 
undue practices at the ſaid election, procured him- 
ſelf to be returned, in wrong of the petitioner: and 
praying relief therein. 

Ordered to be referred to the conſideration of the 
committee of privileges and elections to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame with their opinion. 

Dec. 4, 1710. A petition of Sir Humphry Briggs, 
baronet, and William Whitmore, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough, the pe- 
titioners were duly elected, and ought to have been 
returned; but by bribery, and other unwarrantable 
practices of Whitmore Acton, and Richard Creſ- 
well, eſquires, they have procured themſelves to be re- 
turned, in wrong to the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report-it with their opinion, 


BRIDPORT, 


Coker's HIS borough is ſituate in the county of 
= ag ; Dorſet; whether it was a borough at the 
22 time of the general ſurvey doth not appear; but 


it then had. within it 120 houſes which paid gelt 

or tribute to the King, as appears by the record in 

Doomſd. Doomſday book (which ſee in Appendix.) This 
| record mentions, there was there a mint, and one 
Willis, mint maſter, which by the laws of King Athelſtan, 
201-490. could not be but in walled towns or boroughs ; 
Car. 37 but it is certain it was a borough in King Henry the 
H. III. third's time, being then fo created by his charter, 
in the 37th year of his reign (an extract of which 

Car. 2 R. alſo ſee in Appendix.) The corporation (which is 
- k-4 ?- eſtabliſhed by King Richard the ſecond's charter) 
Oonſiſts of two bailiffs, and thirteen burgeſſes. By 
the charter of King Richard, the burgeſſes had li- 
berty to chooſe one or two bailiffs; and the char- 
ter of King Henry the third is thereby confirmed. 
In the 17th of King James the firſt it obtained an- 
other charter, wherein it is recited, that- this bo- 
rough is incorporated by the name of bailiffs, and 
burgeſſes, and to conſiſt of two bailiffs, to be choſen 
yearly by the burgeſſes: and the corporation is to 
conſiſt of fifteen burgeſſes, of which the bailiffs are 
to be two, and to have power to chooſe a recorder, 
and other privileges. (See the extract in Appendix.) 


Car. 1 
James I. 


It has returned burgeſſes to parliament from the: w 
23d of Edward I. who were elected in the county: 
courts by deputation 2 Hen. V. in the 17th Ed. IV. {1 
The return is, Ballivi et Burgenſes per aſſenſum u 
et conſenſum totius Burgi communitati eligerunt.“ 5 


More modern memoirs do not occur until ſince the 
reformation, of which then are theſe following. 


Feb. 9, 1575. There was a motion made con- yy 
cerning the Lord John Ruſſell, ſon and heir appa. Jon 
rent of the Earl of Bedford, whether (being a peer's** 


eldeſt ſon) he ſhould ſit for this borough ; and or- 
dered he ſhould continue, according to a former pre. 
cedent had heretofore of the preſent Earl. 

N. B. The ſaid Earl was the firſt inſtance of a 
peer's eldeſt ſon's ſitting in the houſe of commons, 
See Journal, 20 Jan. 3 Edw. VI. 

Feb. 17, 1625. A petition concerning a corrupt 
election at Bridport. Sir Richard Strode preſſed to 
name who was ſo choſen—nameth Sir Lewis Dyve, 
Upon queſtion, the examination hereof committed 
to the committee of privileges. 

21ſt. Sir Lewis Dyve moveth, the houſe will take 
conſideration of the petition exhibited by Sir Ri- 
chard Strode againſt him, for giving a reward to 
the borough of * * to be choſen. 

April 10, 1628. A petition from Bridport, about 
the election, read: deferred, till a report thereof 
from the committee. 

12th. Mr. Hackwill reported from the com- 
mittee the caſe of this borough. Queſtion, 
whether the commons, or only the [two] bailiffs, 
and thirteen capital burgeſſes, are eleQors [there 


the ;] laſt claiming that ſole power by preſcription, Sc« 4 


+ # * * this proved by two witneſſes for forty 
years claimed it, but were denied. A certi- 
ficate of diſclaimer, under the hand of eighty com- 
moners ; offering to juſtify it upon oath ; and af- 
firmed, they could have proved it by forty more. 
On the other part, records produced : 1ſt, and 6th 
of Edw. VI, indenture returned the election to be 
per ballives, per aſſenſum commanitatis. 2d and 3d of 
Phil. and Mar. election returned accordant. 1 Eliz. 
accordant. And 1ſt of Jac. accordant.—This alſo 
proved by two witneſſes : 1ſt of Jac. above forty 
commoners gave voices: - another, that about ſixty 
years ago the commoners had voice, and he him- 
ſelf, then a commoner, gave voice. — Affirmed by one 
of the members, that one of the now bailiffs con- 
feſſed to him the commoners had voice. — 

Replied to this, that the addition of the commo- 
nalty; becauſe that the name of the corporation: 
though never intended thereby, that ſo they might 
make their leaſes; yet the commoners never meddle. — 

Exception. to one of the witneſſes, that he a 
commoner, and a very aged man, ſcarce could hear 
or be heard : that the other had been disfranchiſed, 
and therefore ſpake out of ſpleen. — Alledged fur- 
ther, that, iſt of Jac. the commons called, be- 
cauſe they were to contribute to Mr. Pitt's wages. — 
Agreed by the major part of the committee, that 
the commoners had voice in election. 

Reſolved alſo here, no good election; becauſe 
the commons, having right of voice, had no warn- 
ing, as they ought to have had : to which the houſe 
agreed, and ordered a new writ. 

On the death of Mr. Strangeways, George Bower- 
man, eſquire, was elected; but there appears to be 
a petition againſt him, which was not heard this 
ſeſſions, but renewed in the next ſeſſions, and then 
heard. 

Feb. 12, 1677, Sir Thomas Meres reported, that 


the committee of privileges and elections had taken 
the 


The Borough of 


the T1 the matter into conſideration, concerning the electi- 
ys on for this borough, and had agreed upon a vote 
orb viz. 
amg Reſolved, that George Bowerman, eſquire, is 
_ duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
the liament, for this borough : to which the houſe a- 
d. 
on- f 3 24, 1680. A petition of Sir Robert Hen- 
Pa- Jon ley, baronet, touching the election for this bo- 
er's # rough, was read. | 
or- Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
re- vileges and elections to conſider, and report the ſame 
with their opininion. Never heard. 
f a May 23, 1685. A petition of John Mitchell, 
Ins, and Richard Broderick, complaining of the un- 
due election and return of Hugh Hodges, and 
upt igin. Thomas Chaffe, eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent 
1 to * liament as burgeſſes for this borough, in injury 
ang. — *, + 
ve. of the petitioners, who were duly elected, and ought 
tted to have been returned, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
ake vileges to examine the matter, and report the ſame 
Ri- with their opinion. No report, | 
1 to March 24, 1689. A petition of the principal inha- 

bitants and electors of the ſaid borough was read; ſet- 
out ting forth, that the bailiff, having the cuſtody of the 
reof precept, did, on the 27th of February laſt, give notice, 
and on the next day proceed to the election; and, 
m- without regard to the antient cuſtom of the borough, 
ion, polled, as electors, ſeveral perſons not inhabitants, 
iffs, and others who are inhabitants, and no houſehold- 
here ers, and others who received alms, in violation of 
on. fed their antient cuſtoms z and thereupon have returned 
John Mitchell, and Stephen Evans, eſquires, as duly 
£5 elected; although John Mitchell, and John Manley, 
8 ſenior, were elected by a majority of qualified votes: 
3 and praying a ſhort day to have ſuch complaint 
2 == at = bar, and their antient privileges may 
continued. 
= Ordered to be referred to the conſideration of the 
3 of committee of privileges and elections to examine 
liz. 2 matter, and report the ſame to the houſe, with 
eir opinion. 
= A petition of John Manley, ſen. eſquire, was read; 
— ſetting forth, that the petitioner, and John Mitchell, 
* eſquire, were duly elected for the ſaid borough, by the 
majority of the inhabitants thereof; yet the bailiff hath 
_ returned the ſaid Mr. Mitchell, and Mr. Evans, to 
ad ſerve in this parliament for the ſaid borough :' and 
praying conſideration &c. 
gh Ordered to be referred in like manner. 
mw Oct. 6, 1690. The ſame petition of Mr. Manley 
— was renewed, and referred in like manner. 
at Dec. 22. Mr. Grey reported from the com- 
. mittee, that, upon the poll, the numbers were, 
hear For Sir Stephen Evans 160, 
ſed, For the petitioner — 149. 
fur- That the queſtion before the committee was, whe- 
be- ther the petitioner, or the ſitting member, had a 
id majority of qualified votes; and upon examining, 
that the exceptions on both ſides, the committee reſolved, 
that Sir Stephen Evans is duly elected a burgeſs, to 
auſe ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this borough : 
* to which the houſe agreed. 
uſe Dec. 5, 1695. A petition of Major John Manley 
was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner was duly 
ver- elected one of the burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent 
p be parliament, for this borough ; but that the bailiffs 
this of the ſaid borough, having rejected many of the 
hen legal votes for the petitioner, and admitted divers 
that unqualified perſons to vote for N icholas Cary, eſ- 
3 quire, have wrongfully returned the ſaid Mr. Cary, 


B RID PORT. 


in prejudice of the petitioner: and praying that the 
houſe would take the premiſſes into conſideration, 
c. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges to examine the matter, and report the ſame 
with their opinion. Never reported. 

March 31, 1715. A petition of Peter Walter, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, the petitioner, William Coventry, 
John Strangeways, and William Harvey, eſquires, 
were candidates: that the bailiffs of the ſaid bo- 


rough did admit, and take, for and in behalf of 


the ſaid Mr. Strangeways, and Mr. Harvey, the 
votes of more than fifty perſons who were diſquali- 
fied, and alſo of ſeveral other perſons who received 
the common alms; and the bailiffs did reject more 
than twenty perſons, who were duly qualified, and 
offered to vote for the petitioner, under pretence, 
that ſome of them being Quakers, refuſed to take 
the abjuration oath, though they offered to make the 
ſolemn affirmation, to the effect of the ſaid oath : 
that when the ſaid poll was taken, and a ſcrutiny 
demanded, the ſaid bailifts refuſed to finiſh the ſaid 
ſcrutiny, and unjuſtly declared the faid John Strange- 
ways to be duly elected, in wrong to the petitioner : 
and praying &c. | 

Ordered the matter of this petition to be heard at 
the bar of the houſe on the third of May next. 

May 3. Ordered to be heard on Thurſday next. 

5. The houſe proceeded in the hearing, and the 
counſel on both ſides were called in; the petition 
read, -and the petitioner's counſel examined ſeveral 
witneſſes, in order to diſqualify ſeveral perſons who 
voted for Mr. Strangeways, and for adding ſeveral 
to the poll for the petitioner, who were refuſed : 
after which the petitioner's counſel ſummed up 
their evidence, and the counſel were directed to 
withdraw, | 

Ordered the ſaid petition be heard again on Sa- 
turday next. Es 

7th. The houſe proceeded in the further hearing, and 
the counſel for the petitioner deſiring to examine ſome 
witneſſes, as to the partiality of the bailiffs; which 
being oppoſed by the counſel for Mr. Strangeways, 
the counſel were heard, and directed to withdraw. 

Reſolved, that the petitioner be admitted to give 
evidence, in relation to the partiality of the bailiff, 
at the late election of members to ſerve in the par- 
liament for this borough. 

And the counſel were called in, and Mr. Speaker 
acquainted them therewith, 

And the ſaid petitioner's counſel examined two 
witneſſes upon the ſaid matter. 

After which the counſel for Mr. Strangeways pro- 
ceeded to examine witneſſes, to eſtabliſh votes ob- 
jected to by the counſel for the petitioner. 

And Mr. Arthur Page being called, 

The petitioner's counſel objected to his being ex- 
amined, he having been charged by the petitioner's 
evidence with having, as agent for Mr. Strangeways, 
diſtributed money and corn to voters; touching 
which, the counſel on both ſides were heard, and 
then withdrew. 

Reſolved, that the counſel for the ſitting member 
be not admitted to examine Arthur Page, touching 
William Pierce's being at full age, at the time of 
the laſt election for this borough. 

The counſel being called in, Mr. Speaker ac- 
quainted them therewith. 

That the counſel for Mr. Strangeways examined 
ſeveral witneſſes, in relation to wheat given by the 
Strange ways family; whether the ſame was an uſual 

charity, 
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charity, as they inſiſted, or bribery, as was inſiſted 
on by the petitioner's counſel. 

And John Tucker being called to be examin- 
ed, was objected to, for that he was charged by the 
petitioner's evidence to have diſtributed the wheat. 

The counfel were heard on both ſides thereupon, 
and withdrew, 

Reſolved that John Tucker, having been concern- 
ed in diſtributing of wheat to the inhabitants before 
Chriſtmas laſt, be not admitted to be examined as 
witneſs in this cauſe. 

The counſel being called in, Mr, Speaker ac- 
quainted them therewith. 

And the counſel for Mr. Strangeways proceeded, 
and examined other witneſſes in juſtification of votes 
objected to by the petitioner, — 

Ordered, the matter to be heard again on Tueſ- 
day next. 

roth. The houſe proceeded in the hearing. 

And the counſel for the ſitting member examined 
ſeveral witneſſes, to juſtify ſeveral other voters who 
had been objected againſt; and afterwards to add 
one to Mr. Strangeways's poll, and to diſqualify 
ſeveral who had voted for the petitioner ; and alſo to 
examine witneſſes, as to bribery on the petitioner's 
part, and then they ſummed up their evidence. 

And the petitioner's counſel replied, and the coun- 
ſel withdrew. | 

And Mr. Strangeways was heard in his place, and 
withdrew. 

Reſolved, that John Strangeways, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament, for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Peter Walter, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. And the writ was ordered to be amended. 

April 16, 1717. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of William Coventry, eſquire, made clerk 
comptroller of the houſhold. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of William Bragg. 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
Sir Dewey Bulkley, knight, Peter Walters, eſquire, 
and the petitioner, were candidates: the petitioner 
had a great majority of legal votes, and was duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned accord- 
ingly; but by the arbitrary and partial proceedings 
of John Bull, and Andrew Warren, bailiffs of the 
ſaid borough, — did not only refuſe a great number 
of legal voters, who tendered themſelves for the pe- 
titioner, but admitted a great number of perſons to 
poll who had no right of voting, the ſaid Mr. 
Dewey Bulkley, and Mr. Walters, by the unjuſt 
management of the bailiffs, and other illegal prac- 
tices, procured themſelves to be returned, in pre- 
judice of the petitioner: and praying, &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame with their opinion. 


BRISTOL 


HIS was antiently a borough in the county 
of Glouceſter, and as ſuch returned burgeſſes 
to parliament in the 26th of Edward the firſt, as 
appears by a liſt in Prynn's Brevia Parliamentaria ; 


Ibid. 35 3. from that time to the 47th of Edward the third, 


8 Ed. II. 


when it was made a county within itſelf. (See ex- 
tract of the charter in the Appendix.) 
The returns were, firſt Quod venire fac. duos 
 burgenſes de villa Briſtol, Mud breve retorn. fuit cuſto- 
g 


SR” 


di libertatis ville Briſtol, qui fic mibi reſpond. Eligere 
feci Robtum Wildemerſþ et Thomam le Eſpoter ad eſſend. 
ad parliamentum apud Weſtm. in oftabis Sancti Hilla- 
rit, qui manucaptores ad eſſend. ad diem et locum pre- 
dictos invenire recuſarunt, per quod propter eorum vim, 
malitiam et reſiſtentiam de executione iſtius mandati ul. 
terius facienda intromittere non potui. This particu- 
lar return of the ſheriff of Glouceſterſhire, to whom 
the writ was directed, I have thought proper to in- 
ſert ; but as, from this, it doth not appear, who 
were the electors, I ſhall add another return, 
which ſhews, who did elect. 


Univer/is ad quorum notitiam preſentes liters per-2 l 


venerint, major et communitas ville Briſtol ſalutem in 
Domino. Sciatis nos de unanimi conſenſu naſtro eligiſſe 
dilectos comburgenſes noſtros Fobem de Axebruggs et 


Hugo le Hunt * latores preſentium de eſſendo pro nobis. 
in inſtanti parliamento domino Regis apud Northampton vey 


@ dic Paſche prox. ſequent. in tres ſeptimanas convocat. — 
et ad conſentiend. iis et faciend. Motu 


This, as appears by the marginal note, was re- gn f 


turned by themſelves: but I find, in the 20th of 
Edward the third, that the ſame certificate was re- 
turned by the ſheriff of Glouceſterſhire. 

The laſt return of burgeſſes for this city made 


by the ſheriff of Glouceſterſhire, is as follows.—On 10 


the back of the writ for the county, after the return 
of the knights of the ſhire, are theſe words : — No- 
mina burgenſium pro communitatibus burgi Briſtol elec- 
torem eſſend. ad didtum parliamentum, Walterus Derby, 
Fobes Stoke. 

After this it became a county, and the writ was 
directed, Vic. Briſtol ſalutem c. Tibi præcipimus fir- 
miter injungentes quod de com. predif. duos burgenſes 
de diſcretioribus et magis ſuſficientibus, qui in navigio 
et exercitio merchandiſarum notitiam *. melioren 
elegi, &c. 

The return was —Virtute iſtius brevis clegi et venire 
feci ad preſent. Parliamentum domini Regis apud Weſtm. 
in craſtino Sanili Edmundi Regis prox. futur. duos bur- 
genſes de diſcretioribus (as in the writ) viz. Walterum 
Derby, et Thomam Beaupine. 

In the 12th of Henry the fourth, the indenture 
was between the ſheriff, on the one part, and the 
mayor, and 29 burgeſſes, by name, on the other 


part, who choſe Thomas Norton, and David Dud- 
broke, merchants. | 


Thus was the form of election and returns, until 
the 13th of Henry the ſixth ; after which, the form 


of the writ and return was altered, as appears by 
the extract following. — 


Noverint univerſi per preſentes, quod nos major et vi & ; 
communitas ville Briſtol. unanimi aſſenſu noſtro et con- 


ſenſu conſtituimus et in loco noſtro poſuimus dilectos no- 
bis in Chriſto Thomam Fiſche, et Thomam Thony, com- 
burgenſes noſtros, tam ut milites pro com. Briſtol. quam 
ut burgenſes ville et burgi Briſtol. pro eiſdem com. 
villa et burgo ad eſſend. ad parliamentum c. 

The writ of the 25th of Henry the ſixth is en- 
larged greatly, by inſerting the new ſtatutes ; as 
alſo the returns, the creating the county, &c. and 
as the writ and return are very particular, I ſhall in- 
ſert both at large in the Appendix. 

Thus it continued until the 33d of Henry the 
eighth, when, being made a biſhop's ſee, it became 
a city; and ſo remains to this time. 


ſet down the memoirs I have met with ſince that 
time, upon conteſted elections. 

Jan. 18, 1580. This being the day of electing a a DE 
ſpeaker —Mr. Treaſurer declared unto the houſe, 3. 280. 
before their proceeding to election, that he and 
others had juſt ſeen, in the upper houſe, one that 

| is 


= w ww ee eser CUOAAIOOC R739 


I ſhall now 
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find 
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is a member of this houſe; to wit, Mr. John Popham, 
her Majeſty's ſolicitor general, being one of the citi- 
zens for this city; and therefore made a motion, 
that ſome of this houſe might be ſent to their lord- 
ſhips, with requeſt, that the ſaid Mr. Popham, be- 
ing a member of this houſe, might be forthwith 
remanded and reſtored to this houſe again; which 
ſome thought not needful ro be done before the 
election; and others again denying, that he or any 
other could be choſen ſpeaker, except he was pre- 
ſent himſelf. The clerk was commanded to read 
the precedent of chuſing Mr. Onſlow in the 8h year 
of her Majeſty's reign; and thereupon that courſe 
being agreed upon to be followed, the ſaid Mr. 
Treaſurer and others, being ſent up to the lords, 
demanded reſtitution of the ſaid Mr. Popham ; and 
brought anſwer, that their lordſhips had reſolved 
he ſhould be ſent down, the rather becauſe he' was 
a member of this houſe, and this houſe poſſeſſed of 
him before he was ſolicitor, or had any place of at- 
tendance in the upper houſe. Upon relation where- 
of, a motion was preſently made, that it was not 
meet or convenient to chuſe a ſpeaker by perſons 
that were not of the houſe; and withal, that it was 
thought of by ſome, that divers perſons being newly 


returned, in the places of others yet living, were 


not, or ought not, to be accounted members of this 
houſe. Whereupon, to avoid length of argument, 
and the impediment of the election, the ſaid Mr. 
Treaſurer, by the aſſent of the houſe, pronounced 
an admonition, that all ſuch as were newly returned, 
in the places of others yet living, ſhould forbear to 
repair to the houſe, till their caſe be further con- 
ſidered. | 

Then immediately Mr. Anderſon, the Queen's 
ſerjeant at law, and Sir Gilbert Gerard, knight, her 
Highneſs's attorney general, brought, from the lords, 
the ſaid Mr. Popham her Majeſty's ſolicitor general, 
one of the citizens for this city, and reſtored him to 
the houſe as a member of the ſame, and ſo departed ; 
who, after prayer to direct the choice, was choſen 
ſpeaker. 

May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reports from 
the committee of privileges and elections, concern- 
ing the double return for this city, that Thomas 
Earl of Offory, and John Knight, eſquire, were 
returned as citizens to ſerve for this city, by one 
indenture; and that Sir Humphry Hook, knight, and 
John Knight, eſquire, were returned by another inden- 
ture; and that Sir Humphrey Hooke ſubſcribed to 
the election of the Earl of Offory, and ſealed to 
his return, and renounced his own election; and 
the opinion of the ſaid committee thereupon, that 
the return was therefore ſingle ; and that Sir Hum- 
phrey Hook might renounce his return; and that 
the Earl of Offory ought to ſit, till the merits of 
the cauſe, touching the ſaid election, were deter- 
mined : whereto the houſe 

This matter reſted till the year 1666, when 1 


Sept. 21, 1666. Reſolved, &c. That the matter 
concerning a member, to ſerve for this city, inſtead 
of the lord Offory, be referred to the committee of 
elections; to examine the matter of facts, and to 
report it to the houſe. 

Oct. 6. Sir Job Charleton reports from the com- 
mittee of elections, touching the election for this 
city, that the committee had examined the matter 
referred, and peruſed the report of the committee; 
and the vote of the houſe thereupon, bearing date 
the 16th of May, 13th Car. II. Regis; which he 
read in his place to the houſe: and alſo informed 
the houſe of two petitions ; one heretofore preferred 


by the burgeſſes of the ſaid city to the committee of 
elections; and another lately by them tendered, to 
be preſented to the houſe : which he delivered in at 
the clerk's table. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
elections, to hear the merits of the cauſe touching 
the election for this city. | | 

13th. Reſolved, &c. That this houſe doth agree 
with the committee of elections, in their order for 
the mayor of this city's attendance before them. 

zoth. Sir Job Charleton from the committee of 
elections reported, that they had examined the merits of 
the cauſe touching the election for this city; and 
found, that Sir Humphrey Hooke had much the ma- 
Jority of votes; and that the opinion of the committee 
was, that Sir Humphrey Hooke was duly elected, 
and ought to ſit: with which the houſe agreed. 

Ordered, that “, the now mayor, heretotore ſheriff 
for the city of Briſtol, be committed to the cuſtody 
of the ſerjeant at arms; for his miſdemeanor, in 
making a falſe return for the ſaid city. 

Oct. 25, 1680. A petition of Robert Henly, mer- 
chant was read. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter; and to report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion to the houſe. N 

28th. An information being given the houſe 
againſt Sir Robert Yeamans of Briſtol, and againſt 
Sir Robert Cann, a member of this houſe ; that they 
did, in October 1679, publickly declare, that there 
was no popiſh plot, but a preſbyterian plot; 

And Mr. Rowe, ſwordbearer of Briſtol, being 
called in to the bar, and atteſting the ſame ; and 
the ſame being likewiſe atteſted by Sir Jobn Knight, 
a member of this houſe ; 

And Sir Robert Cann, being called upon by 
the houſe to make his defence therein ; who, ſtand- 


ing up in his place, did, in making ſuch defence, 


utter ſeveral reflecting expreſſions againſt the ſaid 
Sir John Knight ; and exceptions being. taken by 
the houſe thereunto ; and the words being taken by 
the clerk in writing; which are as followeth ; viz. 

That, as for the credit of Sir John Knight in 
Briſtol, it is ſuch, that a jury of twelve men, his 
neighbours, will not believe his teſtimony ;” 

And the houſe being informed by ſeveral mem- 
bers, that he immediately added theſe words, 
God damn me, tis true;“ 

Which words being read to Sir Robert Canne; 
and he, having in his place explained himſelf, was 
ordered to withdraw. | 

Ordered, that Sir Robert Canne be brought to the 
bar of this houſe, and do receive a reprehenſion 
from Mr. Speaker, upon his knees. —— Which was 
accordingly done. 


And Sir Robert Canne being again withdrawn; 


the houſe proceeded in the further conſideration of 


the matters charged againſt him. And after 


long debate; 

Reſolved, &c. that it doth appear by the 
evidence this day given to this houſe, thet Sir 
Robert Canne is guilty of publickly deciaring 
in the city of Briſtol, in October 1679, that there 
was no popiſh plot, but a preſbyterian plot. 

Ordered, that Sir Robert Canne, a member of 
this houſe; be committed to the priſon of the 
Tower. 


Ordered, that Sir Robert Canne be expelled this 


houſe. | | | 
And then was brought to the bar of the houſe ; 
and, upon his knees, received the judgment of the 
houſes 
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houſe, for his expulſion from this houſe, and com- 
mitment to the Tower. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue out his war- 
rant to the ſerjeant at arms, for conveying the body 
of Sir Robert Canne to the priſon of the Tower. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant 
to the conſtable of the Tower, or his deputy, to 
take the body of Sir Robert Canne into cuſtody, 
and detain him, during the pleaſure of this houſe. 

Nov. 8. A petition of Sir Robert Canne, knight 
and baronet, now priſoner in the Tower, was read ; 
whereby he acknowledges his offence ; and begs the 
pardon of the houſe, and to be releaſed from his 
impriſonment. 

Ordered, that Sir Robert Canne be diſcharged 
from his impriſonment : and that Mr. Speaker do 
iſſue out his warrant for the doing thereof. 

Dec. 20. Mr. Treby reported, that the com- 
mittee, having taken the matter of Mr. Henly's pe- 
tition concerning the election for this city into 
conſideration, had reſolved, viz. 

That, Sir Robert Cann was not duly elected a 
citizen to ſerve in this preſent en for the 
ſaid city. 

That, Robert Henley, merchant, is ; duly elected 
a citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the 
ſaid city. 

The firſt of theſe reſolutions was agreed unto by 
the houſe: but the ſecond in the negative. 

Reſolved, that the election for the ſaid city is a 
void election. 

Mr. Treby alſo reported, that Sir John Lloyd, 
late mayor, William Jackſon, and William Clutter- 
buck, ſheriffs of the ſaid city, did, at the time of 
the ſaid election, impoſe an oath upon the electors, 
before they came to give their votes, in theſe words; 
viz. You ſhall ſwear that you are a freeman, a 
that you have not given your voice already.“ 

Ordered, that the ſaid Sir John Lloyd, William 
Jackſon, and William Clutterbuck, be ſent for, in 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe ; 
to anſwer at the bar of this houſe, for the miſdemea- 
nors by them committed at the ſaid election. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant 
for a new writ, for the electing of a citizen to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for the ſaid city. 

Jan. 8. Information being given to the houſe, 
by the ſerjeant at arms, that Sir John Lloyd, and 
the others, had ſo abſconded, that the order for 
taking them into cuſtody of the ſaid ſerjeant at arms 


cannot be executed againſt them; 


Ordered, that an humble application be made to 
his Majeſty from this houſe, by ſuch members 
thereof as are of his Majeſty's moſt honourable privy 
council, deſiring his Majeſty to iſſue out his royal 
proclamation for the apprehending the ſaid ſeveral 
perſons, in caſe they ſhall not ſurrender themſelves 
to the ſerjeant by a certain day therein to be limitted. 
But the parliament was the next day prorogued, 
and ſoon after diſſolved. 


indirect means were uſed; and many perſons, who 
had right to vote, were prevented voting for the pe. 
titioners ; and others admitted for Sir Richard Hart, 
and Sir John Knight, who had no right to poll, 
but, notwithſtanding, the ſheriffs returned the ſaid 
Sir Richard Hart, and Sir John Knight, in preju- 
dice of the petitioners : and praying &c. 

- Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

March 4, 1713. A petition of Sir William Daines, 
knight, was read ; ſhewing, that, at the election 
tor this city, the petitioner, colonel Joſeph Earle, 
and Thomas Edwards, junior, eſquire, were candi- 
dates: that the right of election is in the freehold- 
ers, and freemen not receiving alms : that the pe- 
titioner had the majority, who did, and others who 
would have voted for him, had there been a free 
election; but, by the illegal proceedings of Mr. 
Edwards, and agents, ſo great a riot aroſe, and 
ſuch violence was offered to thoſe who would have 
voted for the petitioner ; and likewiſe inſulted the 
ſheriffs, by a multitude, who were not inhabitants, 
or had no right to vote ; which, to prevent the loſs 
of blood, the ſaid ſheriffs were forced to break 
up the poll, although the petitioner had many 
hundreds more to poll; notwithſtanding which il- 
legal proceedings, one of the ſaid ſheriffs hath un- 
duly returned the ſaid Colonel Earle, and Mr. Ed- 
wards; in wrong of the petitioner: and praying 
&c. 

A motion was made to hear it at the bar: but 
diſagreed to. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

March 31, 1715. A petition of Philip Pieke, 
and Thomas Edwards, junior, eſquires, was read; 
ſetting forth, that Sir William Daines, Joſeph Earle, 
and the petitioners, were candidates for this city: 
that the petitioners were duly choſen by a great ma- 
Jority, but, notwithſtanding that choice, the ſheriffs 
have unduly returned the ſaid Sir William Daines, 
and Joſeph Earle: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

March 5, 1716. This petition was renewed, and 
referred in the like manner. 

Dec. 4, 1717. This petivon was again nnd | 
and referred in like manner, 


BUCKING HAM Borough. 
H IS is the capital, or ſhire town, of the 


county of this name. It was a borough at I 


the time of the Conqueſt, and had 27 burgeſſes. 
In the time of King Edward the third, it had a 
mayor and two bailiffs, and was repreſented by 


March 24. A petition of Sir Robert Atkins, reign, as appears by the precept in the Appendix ; ; See ® 
knight of the Bath, and Sir John Knight, and but never ſent burgeſſes to parliament, until che enn 
others, burgeſſes and frecholders of this city, 36th of Heary the eighth: from which time, to v 
touching the election for the ſaid city, was read. theſe days, it has continued ſo to do. The firſt re- 4 — 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petition be turn was between the ſheriff of the county of the u. 
heard at the bar of this houſe on Monday ſeven- one part; and Thomas Atkins, bailiff, and the B. J, 
night. But, the parliament being in a few days burgeſſes, of the other part: and in the two parlia- bar 
after diſſolved, it was not heard. ments of King Edward the ſixth, they were re- Car: 

March 24, 1689. A petition of William Powlet, turned in the ſame manner ; but in the firſt of theſe, = 
ſerjeant at law, and Robert Yate, merchant, was there are eleven burgeſſes named. After this Queen 
read; ſetting forth, that at the election of citizens Mary. incorporated it, and appointed therein a bai- 
for: ths city, on the 24th of February laſt, divers liff, and twelve principal burgeſſes, and empowered 
I them 
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oy to elect, and return, two burgeſſes to parlia- 

and theſe have continued ſo to do to this 
—5 The Journals of the houſe of commons af- 
ford the following memoirs relating to the elections, 
and right of cletting, and its repreſentatives in that 
ref] 

84. year 1560, Francis Ingoldſby, eſquire, pe- 
titioned againſt the election of John Dormer, eſ- 
quire; which petition was referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections. 

July 12, 1660. Sir Edward Turner reported, upon 
the return of members to ſerve in this preſent parli- 
ament for this borough ; that, upon examination 


of the fact, the difference appeared to be betwixt 


John Dormer, eſquire, who was returned to ſerve 
for this borough, together with Sir Richard Tem- 
ple, and Francis Ingoldſby, eſquire, the petitioner 
and the queſtion was, whether the bailiff and twelve 
burgeſſes, or the freemen at large, had right to 
elect members to ſerve. in parliament ; and that, 
upon view of ſeveral antient precedents, produced 
by Mr. Dormer, and hearing his witneſſes, and 
view of the charter of the corporation 1 Marie, the 
committee were of opinion, that the bailiff and 
twelve burgeſſes had right to ele; and that Mr. 
Dormer, who was choſen by the bailiff and twelve 
burgeſſes, was duly elected, and ought to fit : to 
which the houſe agreed. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Sir Peter Tyrrel, 
baronet, was read; complaining of an undue re- 
turn, made by the bailiff of this borough, of Sir 
Richard Temple, baronet, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, as burgeſs for this borough, in injury 
of the petitioner, who was duly elected, and returned 
by the ſheriff of the county. 

Reſolved, that the faid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and eleftions to examine 
the matter, and report it with their opinion. 
21ſt. Sir Thomas Meers reported the matter, 
touching the return for this borough : 

That the precept is directed to the bailiff of this 
borough ; to which there is affixed two indentutes, 
both bearing date the zoth of February, 31 Car. 
nunc: one of them made between the bailiff and bur- 
geſſes of the borough and pariſh of Buckingham, 
of the one part; and Thomas Edgerly, efquire, 
ſheriff of the county aforeſaid, of the other part; 
wherein Edward Viſcount Latimer, and Sir Peter 
Tyrrell, - baronet, are returned; and the common 
ſeal is affixed thereto : upon which indenture is in- 
dorſed thus ; 

The common ſeal within mentioned was put 
to this preſent indenture, by and with the conſent 
of George Carter, gentleman, bailiff for the time 

being, and the major part of the preſent burgeſſes 


of Buckingham within mentioned, in the pre- 
ſence of 


HENRY BAwors, 410. ſor lum. ” 
| The ** indenture is between the ſame parties; 
and therein is returned Edward Viſcount Latimer, 
and Sir Richard Temple, knight of the Bath, and 
baronet ; wherein it is mentioned, that the com- 
mon ſeal of the ſaid town, and the ſeals of the bai- 
ff and burgeſſes, are ſer; and to the ſaid inden- 
ture are ſeven ſeals affixed, but not the common 
ſeal; and there are fix names fubſcribed thereto, 
whereof George Carter, bailiff, is one ; but there is 
no indorſement thereon, Whereupon the committee 
came to the following reſolutions ; viz. 
That, the indenture wherein Edward Viſcount 
Latimer, and Sir Peter Tyrrell, baronet, are re- 
turned to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


borough, is well and duly returned, and by the 
proper officer; and that thereupon they ought to ſit 
in this preſent parlianient, as well returned for this 
borough : with which the houſe agreed. 

Ordered, the clerk of the Crown do attend to- 
Morrow morning; and do take off the file the in- 
denture, wherein Edward Viſcount Latimer, and 
Sir Richard Temple, are returned to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough. 

Oct. 23, 1680. A petition of Sir Peter Tyrrell, 
baronet, was read. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges to examine the matter therein, and report it 
with their opinion to the houſe; Never heard. 

March 24. A petition of Sir Peter Tyrrell, ba- 
ronet, and Charles Blount; eſquire, touching the 
election for this borough; was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the cominittee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 
in, and report it with their opinion to the houſe. 
Never heard. | 

May 23, 1685. A petition of Edward Viſcount 
Latimer, and George Grenvill, eſquire, complain- 
ing of an undue election and return of Sir Rithard 
Temple, and Sir Ralph Verney, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough, in injury of the 
petitioners, who are duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned, was read. 

Ordered, it be referred ro the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine, and report the mat- 
ter therein to the houſe, with their opinion. 

Nov. 19. The houſe being informed, that a peti- 
tion was preſented to the houſe by Edward Viſcount 
Latimer, touching the election for this borough ; 
which was referred to the committee of elections 
and privileges; but that neither petitioner, nor any 
for him, has ſince proſecuted the ſame ; 

Ordered, that, unleſs the ſaid Lord Latimer, 
or ſome for him; do proſecute the ſaid petition 
before the ſaid committee, within four days next 
enſuing, the ſaid petition be diſmiſſed. Never re- 
ported, 

Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of Sir Peter Tyrrell, 
and Richard Atkyns, eſquire, was read ; complain- 
ing of an undue election and return of members, 
to ſerve in this preſent convention, for this bo- 
rough. | 

Ordered to be referted to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 

rt the ſame with their opinion. 

April 16, 1689. Colonet Birch reported from the 
committee, the ſtate of the fact touching the elec- 
tion for this borough : that the counſel for the pe- 
titioners inſiſted upon this point; whether there 
was due notice given of the time of the election; 
which was the only point inſiſted on in the peti- 
tion; and put the proof thereof on the ſitting mem- 


bers. 


The ſitting members counſel inſtſted, that the pe- 
titioners had not entitled themſelves, by their peti- 
tion, to queſtion the election, having not thereby 
alledged, that they were either electors, or elected, 
or candidates for the ſaid election; and therefore 
prayed, that the petition might be diſmiſſed : the 
committee, after ſome debate, called in the counſel; 
and ordered them to proceed on the point of notice, 
in order to have the whole matter before them. 
Then the counſel for the fitting members called, 

John Upſton, the under bailiff, who ſaid, that 


the bailiff, having received the Prince's letter, about 


nine or ten o'clock on the fifth of January, gave 
him orders to go to the reſpective houſes of the 
C c twelve 
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twelve capital burgeſſes (by whom elections for 
members of parliament had always been made) on 
Sunday after evening prayer, to give them notice to 
meet him on Wedneſday following, at ten o'clock 
in the morning, at the town-hall, in order to elect 
two burgeſſes for the convention; and that they 
ſhould alſo meet him the next morning, being Mon- 
day, in the town-hall : which notice, he accord- 
ingly gave; and ſpake with ten of them at their 
houſes; and left notice at the two others houſes, 
viz. with Mr. Robinſon's wife, and Mr. Maſlin's 
ſervant ; and that this had been the conſtant and 
uſual way of giving notice for election to parlia- 
ment ever ſince the reſtoration, And being further 
aſked, whether it was not the cuſtom to leaye notice 
in writing; he ſaid, it was always left by word of 
mouth, with themſelves, or ſome of their family; 
and not otherwiſe ; and ſaid, that all the thirteen 
met at the hall on Monday morning; and alſo on 
Wedneſday morning, when the election was made; 
and twelve voted for the ſitting members, 

Hugh Etherſey, gentleman, ſaid, he had been 
bailiff; and made three returns of burgeſſes to par- 
liament; and never gave any other notice, but by 
the under bailiff, to the twelve capitals, and to no 
other, at their own houſes, verbally to themſelves, 
or ſome of their families in their abſence: and that 
this has been the manner, to his knowledge, of giv- 
ing notice for forty years paſt : and that the firſt 
claim of the populacy, that he ever heard of, was 
in the Reſtoration parliament, when he was bailiff; 
ſet on foot by Mr. Ingoſby ; and was determined 
againſt him by that parliament. 

William Atton ſaid, to the ſame effect 28 to the 
notice. | 
The petitioners counſel called, 

Mr. Robinſon, one of the capital burgeſſes, who 
faid ; the under bailiff had left notice with his wife, 
the Sunday evening, to meet on Monday at the 
hall; but for what account he knew not; nor did 
ſhe tell him of the meeting on Wedneſday for the 
election: that he met on Monday with the reſt of 
the thirteen, when the bailiff told him, he had or- 
dered the under bailiff, the day before, to give them 
all notice of the election on Wedneſday, but did not; 
hear the Prince's letter read; and if it was, it was 
read before he came to the hall : that he was at the: 
election, and voted for the petitioners, | 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved; _ 

That Sir Richard Temple, and Sir Ralph Verney, 
are duly elected burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this n to which the eu 
agreed. = 

March 24, A petition of Sir Richard At 
1 and others, burgeſſes and inhabitants of this, 
antient borough, was read; whereby ſetting; forth, 
that, 19th of February, being the day of election, 
the petitioner (Sir Richard Atkins) and Sir Peter' 
Tyrrell, were duly elected by the majority of votes; 
but, that the bailiff hath returned Sir Richard 
Temple, and Alexander Denton, eſquire, in preju- 
dice to the petitioners : and praying &c. - 

- Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
8 to examine the matter, and report the ſame 
with their opinion to the houſe. 

A petition of the inhabitants of this N 
was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, and others, 
being inhabitants and houſeholders of the ſaid bo- 
rough, in purſuance of their right, were preſent at 


the election there, 19th of February laſt ; and then 
tendered their votes to be taken; and demanded: a 


poll of the baibff but were refuſed the ſame 3 who 


burgeſſes, in injury of the petitioners right: and 


this preſent parliament, ſor the ſaid borough. 


The Borotgh of BU Nn AM, 


confined che election to himſelf, and twelve: capital 


praying the conſideration: of the houſe in the pre- 
miſſes ; that the election may be made void; and a 
new one granted, wherein the petitioners may be al. 


lowed their voices, 

Oct. 6, 1690. A. petition of Sir Richard Atkins, 
and Sir Peter Tyrrell, baronets, and of John Rogers, 
and ſeveral others of the burgeſſes and inhabitant 
of this borough was read; ſetting forth, that the 
petitioners, Sir Richard Atkins and Sir Peter Tyr- 
rell, were duly choſen to ſerve as members for the 
ſaid borough, by the burgeſſes and inhabitants 
thereof, who have right to elect; but, Sir Richard 
Temple, and Alexander Penton, eſquire, are re- 
turned, as duly choſen, by the bailiff and twelve 
capital burgeſſes, excluſive to the reſt of the bur- 
geſſes and inhabitants, in injury to the 3 
and violation of the rights of the borough : and 
praying the conſideration: &c. 

Ordered to be referred ro the committee of privi- 
leges to examine the matter, and report the ſame 
with their opinion to the houſe. 

A petition: of the inhabitants of the ſaid borough 
was read; ſetting forth, that this borough had a 
right to ſend members to parliament before the pre- 
ſent incorporation: that the petitioners, in purſu · 
ance of ſuch their * * *, with many others, were 
at the laſt election, on the 19th of February, 1689; 
and then tendered their voices to be taken, and 
demanded a poll of the bailiff; who denied the 
ſame, and confined the election to himſelf, and 
twelve capital burgeſſes, in injury of the petitioners 
right : and praying the conſideration of the houſe 
in the premiſſes; that the election may be made void; 
and a new one granted, wherein . 
be allowed their voices. 

Ordered, to be reſęrred in like manner. 

Nov. 11. Mr. Gray reported from the committee, 
that the queſtion was only on the right of election; 
which, if in the ſelect number, conſiſting of the 
bailiff and twelve burgeſles, then the- ſitting mem- 
bers were elected; if in the inhabitants at large, 
then the. petitioners were elected. 

For the een were read the following re- 
turns: 

1 Edw. VI. —+ Bailiff and eleven burgeſſes (named) 
elected —6 Edw. VL—the ſame. 

2 and 3 Phil. and Mar.——Bailiff. et burgenſe. cum 
cammuni aſſenſu et conſenſw eligerunt. 

1 Eliz.— Bailiff and twelve burgeſſes elected. 
Alſo the charter, I Maris; Quod villa de Bucking- 
ham de cetera liber burghs ft ; et quad erint duo bur- 
genſ. parliamenti. 

On the other ſide; was produced a record, 
27 Edw, III, of a precept to the: mayor and bailiff 
of Bucks, for electing burgeſſes to parliament: alſo 
determination in the caſe of Mr. Dormer, that the 
right of election was in the bailiff and twebve bur- 


geſſes. It was alſo proved by one Fourty, a witneſs 
for the petitioners; alſo, by. Mr. Atton, and Mr. 


 Heatherſey, for the ſitting members; that the per- 


ſons that ſat on thoſe elections, were always elected 
by the ſcleR. number 2 the committes 


, refolved; 


Thaz the right of cleftion of burgeſlts, '2o. ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the bailiff and 
twelve b of this borough. only. 

That Sir Richard Temple; knight of the Bath, 
and baronet, is duly elected a burgeſs, to.ferve in 


That 
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Nov. 29, 1695. A petition of divers-inhabitants 
of this borough; on behalf of themſelves and others 
the inhabitants of the ſaid borough, was read; ſet- 
ting forth, that this borough is a-borough by pre- 
ſcription ; and that Sir Richard Atkins, and James 
Tyrre l, eſquire, were unanimouſly choſen members to 
ſerve in the preſent parliament, by the inhabitants of 
the ſaid borough : that the bailiff and 12 capital bur- 
geſſes, have, without the conſent of the inhabitants, 
taken upon them to return Sir Richard Temple; 
and Alexander Denton, eſquire, as repreſentatives 
for the ſaid borough, to the manifeſt prejudice of 


the petitioners right: and praying &c. 


Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine and report the 
matter therein, with their opinion to the houſe. 

Feb. 29. Ordered the inhabitants of this borough 
have leave to withdraw their petition. 

March 3, 1773. A petition of Sir Richard Tem- 
ple, and Sir Edmund Denton, baronets, was read; 
ſnewing, that the petitioners were duly choſen to 
ſerve for this borough; notwithſtanding which, one 
Charles Blunt, pretended bailiff of the ſaid borough, 
refuſing to admit the votes of three undoubted bur- 
geſſes, and admitting others, who had no right 
to vote, and of allowing 14 burgeſſes, contrary to 
the charter of the ſaid borough, and other undue 

ices, hath returned Thomas Chapman, eſquire, 
and John Radcliffe, M. D. as members for the ſaid 
borough ; and refuſed to return the petitioners, 
though duly elected; in wrong of the petitioners, 
and rights of the ſaid borough ; and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committe of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion to the houſe. 

April 21, 1714. Ordered the report to be re- 
ceived on Tueſday next. | a 

27th. Sir Gilbert Dolben the matter of 
the ſaid election, as follows; that the right of elec- 


tion was agreed to be in the bailiff, and principal 


burgeſſes; the whole number of which are 13. 
The poll was; for Mr. Chapman — 8. 
| | Dr. Radcliffe — 5. 
Sir Richard Temple 6. 
| Sir Edmund Denton 5. 

For the petitioners it was alledged, they ſhould 
add three to their poll, who were illegally removed 
by the bailiff; viz. John Muſcott, William Wiſe, 
and Hugh Bruce; and: take four from the ſitting 
members poll, who were unduly elected; viz. Ed- 
mund Sibthorpe, Robert North, Thomas Bourne, 
and James Naſeby. 

R appeared by the town book, that the gth of 
February, 1712, North the bailiff, and four bur- 
geſſes ; viz. Purſell, Little, Blunt, and Sheen; de- 
clared the places of Muſcot, ' Wiſe; Bruce, and 
Sibtharpe, to be void, for their not having received 
the facrament, according to the corporation act: 
and that ſeven other burgeſſes; viz. Maſon, Turpin, 
Fully, Carter, Muſeer,”- Wiſe, and Bruce; proteſted 
agarnſt this proceeding; except as to Sibthorpe, * 
who ſubmitted as unqualified; and, upon the 11th 
of tlie ſame - month; tlie bailiff, and the fame four 
who joined with lit in. the amoval, elected Sib- 


North, Bourne, and Naſeby, into the 


tho 

places' oithoſe Per which they had 16 amoved. 
It alſo appeared, chat in Hillary term, 1rth'of Anne, 
an information, in the nature of a quo warranto, was 


brought ag änſt SibrAdrpe; and that he diſclamed : 
ck 
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The Borough of BUCKINGHAM:- 
That Alexander Denton, eſquire, is duly elected 
a: burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
the ſaid borough: with which the houſe agreed. 


and, that Harriſon was elected in the room of Sib- 
thorpe, by the votes of the ſeven who proteſted 
againſt the amoval of Muſcot, Wiſe, and Bruce, in 
Eaſter term, 12 Anne, brought a mandamus againſt 
Mr. North the bailiff, to ſwear him into the office; 
and obtained a verdict; and had judgement, upon 
a return of non fuit electus; and, upon a peremptory 
mandamus granted thereupon, he was ſworn into 
the office 29th of June, 1713. 

That Muſcot, Wiſe, and Bruce, always acted till 
their amoval, and brought mandamns's to be reſtored. 
That as to the amoval of Muſcot, Wiſe, Bruce, 
and Sibthorpe, the petitioners counſel called, 
Jöhn © Warr, William Maſon, John Townfend, 
junior, and William Mead : who faid, that, on the 
gth of February 1712, Mr. North, the bailiff, 
fummoned the principal burgeſſes: when they were 
met, he declared, he ſummoned: that meeting to 
aſk ſome queſtions ; and aſked Muſcot, Wiſe, Bruce, 
and Sibthorpe, ſeverally, if they did qualify them- 
ſelves to be principal burgeſſes of this borough, 
by receiving the ſacrament within the year before 
their election: Muſcot and Wiſe anſwered, that 
they did qualify themſelves : Bruce ſaid, he did not 
think himſelf obliged to give an account; but, if 
he was called before a proper authority, he would 
give a very good account of his qualification : Sib- 
thorpe owned himſelf unqualified, and ſubmitted 
himſelf to them: the bailiff replied, he did not 
believe any of them qualified ; and therefore he 
voted them all out, and their places void. 

That four of the principal burgeſſes joined with 
the bailiff in the amoval; and ſigned a declaration 
of it in the town-book, though they did not vote : 

That ſeven other principal burgeſſes, of which 
Muſcot, Wiſe, and Bruce, were three, proteſted 
againſt this proceeding, except as to Sibthorpe ; 
and they likewiſe entered and ſigned that proteſt in 
the book. 

That it was admitted, that, upon the 29th of 
June, 1713, John Harriſon was ſworn into the of- 
fice of a principal burgeſs, by virtue of a perempto- 
ry mandemus, founded upon a verdict, that he was 
duly elected; and he polled in this election: And, 

Mr. Vaux ſaid, he was preſent when the cauſe 
between Harriſon and North was tried ; the queſtion 
was whether Harriſon was duly elected into the of- 
fice of a principal burgeſs or not; the nature of 
the evidence was, that there were ſeven proved to 
vote for him, and five for Sibthorpe; and the jury 
allowed the ſeven to be the beſt number; of which 
Muſcot, Wiſe, and Bruce, were three: but being 
croſs examined, he ſaid, Muſcot, in that trial as 
evidence for Harriſon, ſwore, that he himſelf had 
taken the ſacrament within the year before his 
election; and ſeveral other witneſſes corroborated 
his teſtimony. | 

That the petitioners counſel agreed that Harri- 
ſon's right being grounded upon the qualifications 
of Muſcot, Wiſe, and Bruce, upon whoſe votes he 
was elected, this evidence of his right is an evidence 
of their qualifications : 

But, as a farther proof, they alſo called, 

William Mead and others; who ſaid, Muſcot, 
Wiſe, and Bruce, have been conſtant churchmen 


for thirty years, and never went to meetings, or 


were reputed diſſenters; that they have frequently 
received the ſacrament ſince they have been bur- 
geſſes; but could not ſay they ever ſaw them do it 
before, though they often ſaw them at church; and 
that Mufcot was ten years in office before he was 
queſtioned, It appeared by the nn 

ohn 


John Muſcot was elected a principal burgeſs upon 
the 18th of June, 1702: and that Francis Farmer 
ſaid, in 1702, he was Mr. Muſcot's hoſtler; and 
obſerving that upon the Eaſter Sunday in that year, 
he ſtaid at church later than other people, he aſked 
the exciſe officers that went with him to church, 
who were ſtrangers, if he received the ſacrament 
with them; and they told him that he did : that, 
he particularly remembers, this was in the year of 
the Queen's acceſſion to the throne. 

John Parnell ſaid, that, on the Eaſter day before 
Muſcot was elected a burgeſs, he ſaw Muſcat, and 
two exciſemen go to church, and come back toge- 
ther; they ſtaid at church about half an hour after 
others: he heard the gentlemen over-night deſire 
Muſcot to go with them to receive the ſacrament 
the next day; and William Muſcot aſked John 


Muſcor, whether he did receive the ſacrament with 


them; and he anſwered, that he did: the officers 
were ſtrangers ; they came in over night, and were 
lodgers there. 

William Purſwell ſaid, he was invited to dinner 
at Muſcot's on Eaſter day 1702 ; when he came, 
Muſcot was not at home; his ſervants, and others 
in the houſe, told the witneſs, he was gone to re- 
ceive the ſacrament with two exciſemen : when they 
came home, thoſe two exciſemen told him, that 


Muſcot received with them: he remembers, when 


Muſcot came from church, he was in a paſſion with 
his wife for ſpoiling the victuals; and ſhe rebuked 
him for being angry juſt after receiving the ſacra- 
ment. 

The witneſs, being croſs examined, owned him- 
ſelf to be a roman catholick ; and that Muſcot is 
his father-in-law. 

Mary Orme ſaid, Muſcot is her father; he in- 
vited her to dinner on Eaſter day in the year, when 
the Queen came to the crown ; when ſhe came, her 
mother told her, he was gone to church to receive 
the ſacrament with two exciſemen : ſhe remembers 
he ſtaid a little longer than other people ; and when 
he came in he grew a little angry with her mother 
about the victuals ; but ſhe heard no diſcourſe be- 
tween them about receiving the ſacrament. 

That it appears by the town-book, that William 
Wiſe was elected a principal burgeſs the 12th of 
June, 1706; and Hugh Bruce the 8th of October, 
1707. | 
John Baldwyn ſaid, he was apprentice to Wiſe z 
has known him ſix years and three quarters; and 
has known him frequently receive the ſacrament in 
that time. 

The ſitting members counſel inſiſted, that 7Tar- 
riſon's vote was admitted, as he was a burgeſs in 
de facto, upon the mandatory writ z and that the 
verdift was grounded upon the evidence of Muſcot 
and Wiſe, who ſwore for themſelves. 

To prove which, they called, 

Merwin; who ſaid, that, at Harriſon's trial, 
Muſcot and Wiſe gave evidence of their own quali- 
fication : that there were a great many other wit- 
neſſes ; but, he apprehends, it turned on Muſcot's. 
evidence, becauſe he ſpoke of his receiving the ſa- 
crament with ſo many particular circumſtances, viz. 
that he remembered it to be in that particular year 
the Queen came to the throne; that it was upon 
the Eaſter Sunday next after the Queen's acceſſion ; 
and that he received it then at Buckingham, with 
che collector and ſuperviſor of the exciſe, who had 
a ſitting at his houſe at that time: theſe circum- 
ſtances, to all which Muſcot ſwore, he believes, 
prevailed with the jury to find Harriſon's title. 
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That it was admitted that Muſcot was convicted 


e was let aſide, by 
rule of court. 

Thomas Antwiſſell ſaid, hm tne. 
lector of the exciſe for the county of Bucks: that 
at Eaſter in that year, there was no other collector 
of exciſe for that county but himſelf ; and he finds, 
by his letters and accounts, he was at that time 
at Ayleſbury, and not at Buckingham within ten 
days before or after that Eaſter ; if there had been 
a ſitting at Buckingham, he ſhould have had a me- 
morandum of it in his books, which he has not: 
nor, did he ever receive the ſacrament with Muſcot. 

Poole ſaid, he was one of the jury on Harriſon's 
trial z and that they gave their vedict on Muſcor's 
evidence of his receiving the ſacrament at Bucki 
ham, upon the Eaſter day next after che Queen's 
acceſſion, with the collector and ſuperviſor of the 
exciſe. 

Francis Croſſe ſaid, he waited upon Muſcot 36 
years ago, when he lived at the Unicorn: that, 1) 
years ago, he went from thence to the George; 
and he never ſaw him at church after that time, 
though he (the witneſs) went generally once a day, 

Mr. Paſkler, the miniſter of Buckingham, ſaid, 
he had known Muſcott above 20 years : ſince he 
has been a burgeſs, he has frequently come to 
church; before that, he took notice of him as a 
frequent abſenter, but not as a diſſenter; he can't 
remember as to his receiving, or not receiving, the 
ſacrament in that time; but he ſometimes came to 
church with ſtrangers that lodged in his houſe : 

That Bruce has received the ſacrament fince his 
election; but he don't know he did it before : he 
can't ſay that Wiſe received the ſacrament the year 
immediately preceding his election; but he did 
receive it in the courſe of five or fix years before. 

George Wyat ſaid, he had lived at Buckingham 
ever ſince the coronation of King William ; that he 
is a conſtant frequenter of the church, and receives 
the ſacrament eight times yearly ; and never knew, 
or ſaw, Muſcot at church before he was elected a 
burgeſs ; he was counted a Roman; and, when he 
was choſen burgeſs, gry cocks adore 
Muſcott muſt come to the ſacrament. - 

Thomas Lancaſter ſaid, that he attends at the 
ſacraments, and did receive it at Eaſter 1702 ; but 
never knew, that Muſcot received the ſacrament 
before he was a burgeſs : when he came to receiye it 
afterwards, he was ſo unacquainted, that he ſtood in 
the middle of the chancel ; and did not know where 
to go, till he was directed: being croſs examined, 
he faid, there is a particular place, where the bur- 
geſſes receive the ſacrament. 

Robert Mills ſaid, Dm hes end when. het 
he was not qualified; and that he believed there 
were others in the ſame caſe. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That John Muſcot is not qualified, according 
to the a& of parliament for the well governing and 
regulating of corporations, to be a principal bur- 
gels of this 

That William Wiſe is not qualified, according to 
the faid at, t0.be « principal burgeſs of this bo- 


rough. 
That Hugh Bruce is not qualified, 


according to 
che aid 44. to be a principal burgeſs of this bo- 
rough. 


That Thomas Chapman, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


borough. 
That Joha Radcliffe, M. D. is duly elected 3 
burgeſs 
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burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. | f F 

The ſaid ſeveral reſolutions, being twice read, 

March 26, 1715. A petition of Thomas Chap- 
man, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt 
election for this borough, Alexander Denton, Abra- 
ham Stanyon, eſquires, and the petitioner, were can- 
didates : that the bailiff of the ſaid borough refuſed 
ſeveral good and legal votes for the petitioner; and 
admitted ſeveral others for the {aid Mr. Stanyon, 
who had no right to vote ; and hath returned the 
ſaid Mr. Stanyon, to the prejudice of the petitio- 
ner, who had a great majority: and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. | 

May 11. Ordered, that Thomas Chapman, eſ- 
quire, have leave to withdraw the faid petition. 

Nov. 21, 1717. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough, in the room of Abraham Stanyan, 
eſquire, made one of the clerks in ordinary of his 
Majeſty%s moſt honourable privy council. 

Oct. 15, 1722. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
ſor electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, in the room of Alexander 
Denton, eſquire, now one of the judges of his Ma- 
jeſty's court of Common Pleas, 


BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 


& Har county was under the ſame ſheriff with 
Bedford, and hath returned knights of the 


. R.ſhire from the firſt returns to parliament. Mr, 


Prynn takes notice of it, 28th of Edward I, as ap- 
by the writ in the Appendix; and his liſt be- 
gins the goth of that reign. The memoirs relating 


to its elections, I have met with, are as follow. 


Jan. 21, 1549. On a queſtion relating to peers 
eldeſt ſons being qualified to fit in the houſe of 
commons, Sir Francis Ruſſel being become heir 
apparent to the Earl of Bedford, it is entered in 
the Journal; it is ordered, that Sir Francis Ruſſell, 
ſon and heir apparent of the now Earl of Bedford, 
ſhall abide in this houſe, in the ſtate he was before. 

March 22, 1603. Sir William Fleetwood, one of 
the knights returned for this county, on the behalf 
of Sir Francis Goodwyn, knight, who, upon the 
firſt writ of ſummons directed to the ſheriff of this 
county, was elected firſt knight of the ſhire; but, 
the return of his election being made, it was re- 
fuſed by the clerk of the Crown, quia utlagatus : 
and becauſe Sir John Forteſcue, upon a ſecond writ, 
was elected, and entered in that place; his deſire 
was, that this return might be examined, and Sir 
Francis Goodwyn be received, as a member of the 
houſe. The houſe gave way to the motion; and, 
for a more deliberate and judicial proceeding, in a 
caſe of privilege, ſo important to the houſe, order- 
ed, that the ſerjeant (the proper officer of the houſe) 
ſhould give warning to the clerk of the Crown, to 
appear at the bar, at eight o'clock the next morn- 
ing, and to bring with him all the writs of ſum- 
mons, indentures, and returns of elections for this 
county ; made, and returned for this parliament : 
and to give warning alſo to Sir Francis Goodwyn, 
to attend in perſon; whom their pleaſure was to 
hear, ore.tenus, deliver the ſtate of his own cauſe, 
and the manner and reaſons of the pr ing, in 
the election of knights of the ſhire for this county. 

23d. Sir George Coppyn, knight, clerk - of the 


Crown. in the Chancery, this day (according to for- 
mer order) being attended by the ſerjeant of the 
houſe with his mace, appeared at the bar, and pro- 
duced all the writs of ſummons, indentures, and 
returns, made of the knights for this county for this 
parliament; which were ſeverally read by the clerk 
of the houſe ; and then the clerk of the Crown com- 
manded to retire to the door : and after, Sir Francis 
Goodwyn himſelf, whom it ſpecially concerned, at- 
tending to know the pleaſure of the houſe, was called 
in, to deliver the ſtate of his own cauſe, ore tems; 
wherein, he was heard at large; and ordered again 
to retire, until the houſe had determined what to do. 
In this mean time the whole cafe was at 

opened, and argued, pro et contra, by ſundry learned 
and grave members of the houſe ; and, after much 
diſpute, the queſtion was agreed upon, and made : 

Queſtion, whether Sir Francis Goodwyn were 
lawfully elected, and returned one of the knights for 
this county, and ought to be admitted, and received 
as a member of this houſe ? 

Upon this queſtion, it was reſolved in the affir- 

mative, that he was lawfully elected and returned; 
and, de jure, ought to be received. Hereupon the 
clerk of the Crown was commanded to file the firſt 
indenture and return; and order was given, that 
Sir Francis ſhould preſently take the oath of ſupre- 
macy uſual, and his place in the houſe ; which he 
did accordingly. After this, 
. 27th. Sir Edward Cook, attorney general, and 
Mr. Doctor Hone, brought a meſſage from the 
lords; deſiring, committees may have authority to 
treat touching the caſe of Sir Francis Goodwyn, the 
knight for this county, before any other matter be 
further proceeded on. | 

The anſwer to this meſſage (as in ſuch caſes is, 
for the moſt part, uſual) that they would return 
anſwer by meſſengers of their own. Thereupon, 

The queſtion was put ; whether they ſhould con- 
fer with the lords, touching the caſe of Sir Francis 
Goodwyn, the knight for Buckinghamſhire ? 

And reſolved, that they ſhould not. 

Mr. ſecretary Herbert, with ſome other of the 
committees, were appointed to deliver to their 
lordſhips from the houſe, —That they did con- 
ceive, it did not ſtand with the honour and order of 
the houſe, to give account of any their proceed- 
ings, or doings. 

To this meſſage, the lords return, that they would 
ſend an anſwer by their own meſſengers. 

Sir Edward Cooke, Mr. D. Carew, Mr. D. Hone, 
and Mr. Tyndall, delivered trom the lords, That 
their lordſhips taking notice, in particular, of the 
return of the ſheriff of this county, and acquainting 
his Majeſty with it, his Highneſs conceived himſelf 
engaged, and touched in honour, that there might 
be ſome conference of it between the two houſes ; 
and to that end ſignified his pleaſure unto them, 

and by them to this houſe. 

Upon this, the houſe reſolved ; that his Majeſty 
might be moved for acceſs the next day. And af- 
terwards they underſtood his pleaſure to be, that 
they ſhould attend at Whitehall, at eight o'clock 
next morning. Whereupon, the houſe, with Mr. 
Speaker, was ordered to meet, at fix o'clock the next 
morning, in the houſe ; and appointed a committee, 
to ſet down the effect, of what Mr. Speaker ſhould 
deliver from the houſe to the King. 

See the names in the ſtate of this caſe printed 
from the Journals in 1704. | 

28th. Mr. Speaker, and many members, aſſembled 
at ſix o'clock this morning, but the houſe not being, 
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then full, they went upon other buſineſs ; after 
which, they named a committee to attend the ſpeaker 
to the King. 

29th. Mr. Speaker reported the conference (which 
ſee at large in the ſame ſtate of the caſe) and con- 
cluded with the King's directions. 

iſt. That the courſe already taken ſhould be 
truly reported. 2dly. That it be debated, and re- 
ſolved amongſt ourſelves. gdly. To admit of 
conference with the judges. 4thly. To report all 
the proceedings to the council. 
Reſolved, this be the firſt matter moved the next 
morning. 

zoth. The matter was debated (ſee as before) and 
queſtion, whether the houſe ought to ſatisfy the 
King in his commandment, debated : and the con- 
cluſion of the debate was to proceed to queſtion, 

1. Whether the houſe was reſolved in the matter? 

Reſolved, by general voice, that the whole houſe 
was reſolved. 

2. Whether the reaſons of their proceeding ſhould 
be ſet down in writing ? 

Reſolved, they ſhall be ſet down in writing; and 
a committee ordered for that purpoſe (ſee ſtate of 
the caſe) and inſtructions given them. 

April 2. It was moved, that a committe might 
be named to take the examination of the ſheriff 
of this county, who was ſent for, and now come : 
and a committee was named. (See as before.) 

The examination preſently taken. (See the exa- 
mination in the ſame ſtate of the caſe.) 1 

Sir Charles Cornwallis moveth in excuſe of Sir 
Francis Good wyn's non attendance. (See the caſe.) 
Mr. Speaker remembereth the matter of confe- 
rence with the judges, and put theſe queſtions: 

1. Q. Whether the houſe were reſolved in the 
matter? 
2. Q. Whether they mould confer with the 

- judges ? 

But entertained the latter queſtion, which was Car- 
ried for—no conference : but Mr. Speaker, not by 
commandment, but voluntarily of himſelf, drew up 
the reaſons, in a repreſentation to the "ROS? which 
ſee in Appendix. 

3d. They then ſent a meſſage to the lords, to 
acquaint them they had drawn up the repreſentation, 
and would ſend it to their lordſhips : who returned 
for anſwer, they would be at Whitehall in the Council 
chamber, to receive it. (See as before.) 

4th. Sir Francis Bacon reported the delivery of 
the repreſentation, and what paſſed thereupon. (See 
as before.) | 

;5th. Mr. Speaker, by private commandment, 
attended the King at eight o'clock, and ſtaid till ten. 


He brought a meſſage from the King, wherein he 


commanded a conference with the judges ; which 
brought on this queſtion, 

Whether to confer with the judges in the pre- 

ſence of the King and council ? 

Reſolved in the affirmative, and a committee ap- 
pointed. (See as before.) 
' 11th. Sir Francis Bacon reported the conference 
(ſee as before) and moved a queſtion, which was 
reſolved ; that Sir John Forteſcue, and Sir Francis 


Goodwyn, be both ſecluded ; and a warrant directed 


accordingly. 
This matter being of ſo particular a nature, I 
have thought proper to reprint the whole caſe in the 


Appendix, to which I refer the reader. 


1640. It appears there was a petition in regard to 


the election for this county, but no memoirs by 


whom : but 


Dec. 8. Ordered, that the election for Knights 
for this county ſhall not be queſtioned this ' Parlia- 
ment. 

May 23, 1685. A petition of Thomas Hacker 
complaining of the undue election and return of 
Thomas Wharton, eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, as knight of the ſhire for this county, 
in injury of the petitioner, was read. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re. 
port the ſame with their opinion to the houſe. 

Feb. 14, 1705. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a knight for this county, in the room 
of Robert Dormer, eſquire, now one of the judges 
of the court of Common Pleas. 

June 23, 1716. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a knight for this county, in the room ot 
Richard Hampden, eſquire, made a teller of the 
Exchequer. 

March 20, 1717. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ, for eleCting a knight for this ſhire, in the room 
of Richard Hampden, eſquire, made treaſurer of 
the navy. 


"CALLS 


HIS borough is ſituate in the county of 

Wilts, and returned members to parliament 
from the 23d of Edward the firſt, as Dr. Willis x. 
writes; but Mr. Prynn begins his catalogue, and . 
writes, it returned from the 28th to the 36th of that 


reign, and from thence ceaſed, except in the 1ſt of; 


Edward the ſecond, and 33d, 34th, and 36th of 
Edward the third; until the fecond of Richard 
the ſecond; and fince hath continued to return 
to this time. Its repreſentatives were elected in 
the county court, in iſt Hen. V, as appears by 
the return for the county of that year, which ſee 
in Appendix. The memoirs I have met with, con- 
cerning the elections, and what relates thereto, are 


| as follow. 


Nov. 9; 1605. In the Journal of this day it is 
4 recorded Weak, and not able to ſerve, by 
reaſon of age, and not likely to recover: — Swaddon, 
for Calne in Wiltſhire :—To be removed. 

Q. Whether Swaddon for Calne ſhall be remoy- + 
ed ?—Reſolved, he ſhall; and a new writ to iſſue, 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Henry Chevers, 
eſquire, was read; complaining of an undue return 
of Sir George Hungerford, and Walter Norborne, 
eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent parliament as bur- 
geſſes for this borough, in injury of the petitioner. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report it with their opinion. 

A petition of John Lawford, eſquire, complain- 
ing of an undue return of Sir George Hungerford, 
and Walter Norborne, eſquire, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament as burgeſſes for this borough, 
to the petitioner's great injury, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

May 23, 1685, A petition of the burgeſſes of this 
borough, complaining of the undue election and re- 
turn of Sir John Ernle, and Thomas Webb, eſquire, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament as burgeſſes for 
this borough, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Nov. 6, 
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Nov. 6, 1691. A petition of Sir George Hun- 
gerford was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner 
was, on the 3 1 ſt day of October laſt, elected one of the 
burgeſſes for this borough, and ought to have been 
returned, but the ſteward of the ſaid borough hath 
returned William Wyndham, eſquire, in prejudice of 
the petitioner : and praying relief in the premiſes. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 

rt the ſame with their opinion. 

Dec. 16. Ordered, that the report be received on 
Friday next. 

17th. Ordered, that it be received to-morrow 
morning, after the buſineſs touching the Eaſt-India 
company is over. 

18th. Ordered to be received on the morrow 
morning. 

19th. Ordered to be received on Tueſday ſeven- 
night. 

* Serjeant Trenchard reported, that the com- 
mittee had examined the merits of the ſaid election, 
and the right of election appeared to be in the bur- 
geſſes, inhabitants within the ſaid borough; and the 
queſtion was, who had the majority of theſe voters? 

For the petitioner, Walter Foreman produced a 
poll, which he ſaid he took, at the time of the elec- 
tion, for Sir George Hungerford. Upon which 
there was 

For the petitioner — 15, 
For Mr. Wyndham 14. 

Dyer, and others, ſaid, that the burgeſſes inhabi- 
tants, only, had right to vote : that Henry Fore- 
man, and Richard Ryder, who were burgeſſes, and 
afterwards went to live out of town, were refuſed at 
Sir Edward Baynton's election, in 1661 : and Har- 
man, one of Mr. Wyndham's votes, lived about a 


ſtone's throw out of town, at the time of election. 


Orchard, a bailiff, ſaid, he was a little before the 
election deſired by Seagar, who voted for Mr. 
Wyndham, to arreſt Dyer; and promiſed him, if he 
would but ſtay and arreſt alſo Blake, Swaddon, and 
Langton (all of whom voted for the petitioner) and 
ſecure them, that they might not vote, he ſhould 
have four or. five guineas : that Dyer was arreſted 
(but got off before the election) for a debt wherein 
he was bound with Seagar to one Parſons. 

Weekes and Goddard declared, that Mr. Haſkins, 
one of the ſtewards, ſaid, he would return Mr. 
Wyndham, if he had but ten votes : and Goddard 
ſaid, that Col. Chivers aſked him to vote for Mr. 
Wyndham; and Haſkins promiſed him a guinea, 
and to get him Lady Baynton's cuſtom, if he would 
ſo vote: that he had voted at two elections, parti- 
cularly when Mr. Fowler was ſteward ; but then 
there was no diſpute. - 

For Mr. Wyndham were called, 

Fowler; who delivered in a poll, which he ſaid 
he took by order of the ſteward ; which agreed with 
the other, except John Goddard's name, which was 


in the other, was omitted: and he alſo ſaid, John 


Goddard, and Swaddon, were disfranchiſed ; and 
produced the town books, wherein it was recorded. 

There was alſo a conviction of forgery produced 
againſt Swaddon : and as to Dyer, another of the 

petitioner's votes, Fowler ſaid, he was disfranchiſed ; 
but had got the book, and the leaf was torn out. 

That Harman lived in the borough ſome days be- 
fore the election; but as to his wife and children, 
they lived at his houſe out of the borough. 

They alſo, by the town book, proved Norman, 
another of the petitioner's votes, to be disfranchiſed. 
Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That William Wyndham, eſquire, is duly elected 


a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : with which the houſe agreed. 

Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of Edward Baynton, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that the petitionet 
was duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament 
for this borough, and ought to have been returned ; 
but Walter Long, eſquire, hath, by ſeveral undue 
practices, procured himſelf to be returned, to the pe- 
titioner's great wrong: — the relief of the houſe, &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges to examine the matter, and report the ſame 
with their opinion. No report. 

Jan. 9, 1701. A petition of Sir Charles Hedges was 
read; ſetting forth, that he was duly elected a burgeſs 
for this borough, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
by the legal and unbiaſſed voters; but it is pretend- 
ed, that Edward Baynton had an equality of votes 
with the petitioner, which were obtained by undue 
practices: and praying relief &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections to examine the matter, and report 
the ſame with their opinion. f 

Ordered, the merits of the election for this bo- 
rough to be heard by the committee, with the matter 
of the double return. 

15th. A petition of Edward Baynton, eſquire, 
was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner was duly 
elected to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, 
and returned as uſual ; but Sir Charles Hedges, by 
indirect practices, procured ſome of the burgeſſes to 
vote for him at the election, who alſo executed ano- 
ther indenture purporting a return of him, and pre- 
vailed on the ſheriff to annex it to the writ with the 
ſaid other indenture ; whereby the petitioner is hin- 
dered from ſitting in the houſe, as of right he 
ought to do: and praying &c, | | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges to examine the matter, and report the 


ſame with their opinion. 

March 5. Ordered the report be received on this 
day ſeven night. 

12th. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported, that the com- 
mittee had examined the matter, and is as follows ; 
Viz, | 
That the right of election is in the antient bur- 
geſſes: the right of returning in the two ſtewards: 
the ſenior has the cuſtody of the ſeal, and the junior 
the books; 

That the ſenior voted for Mr. Baynton, and put 
the common ſeal to the return : 

That the junior ſteward was for Sir Charles 
Hedges, who is returned under the hand and ſeal 
of the ſaid ſteward and burgeſſes: | 

That the numbers on the poll were equal, 8 cach. 

Mr. Seagar delivered in the poll, and ſaid he and 
the ſenior bailiff had equal power, that the precept 
was delivered to him, and he gave a receipt for it; 
and that he himſelf proclaimed the day of election, 
and his partner joined with him. 


It was inſiſted on by Sir Charles Hedge's counſel, 


that indirect practices had been uſed to gain vote 

for Mr. Baynton; and they called, 
Fowler, who ſaid, that Stephen Blake, one of 
Mr. Baynton's voters, was at London at the time 
of the diſſolution, and came home on Wedneſday 
before the election: he did not ſtay at home, but 
went to Haſkins, who was the ſteward who returned 
Mr. Baynton, and who kept a publick houſe; and 
there was kept by force. — He owned he had a 
warrant to arreſt Blake, but ſaid, Weeks the attor- 
ney had promiſed he ſhould not be arreſted till 
the election was over. —Fowler faid, Haſkins ſolli- 
cited 
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cited votes for Mr. Baynton, He alſo ſaid Wal- 
ter Doleman, and another man, who was a car- 

„told him before the election (which was be- 
Fore this this) that they would not be for Mr. Baynton, 
but to get their debts paid, which Mr. Baynton's 
kinſman owed them ; and Doleman, before the 
diſſolution of the parliament, faid, he had received 
50 1, the remainder of his debt. 

Timothy Seagar ſaid, that, after the diſſolution 
of the laſt parliament, Blake ſaid he would be for 
Sir Charles Hedges, and make what intereſt he 
could for him. f 

Richard Seagar ſaid, that, ſince the diſſolution 
of the laſt parliament, he went to Doleman, and 
aſked his vote for Mr. Chivers; and Doleman an- 
ſwered, that Mr. Baynton had paid him all his mo- 
ney, and he would be for him: that he dined with 
Haſkins on the election day, and was told it ſhould 
coſt him nothing, and Mr. Baynton was there ſeve- 
ral days. 

Landrick ſaid, that the election before this 
Haſkins bid him look in a paper in the window, 
and there were ten guineas; and if he would vote 
for Mr. Baynton he ſhould have them: he ſaid 
he ſaw guineas there, but knows not how many. It 
alſo appeared, that Blake was, after he came down, 
at Norman's, one of Mr. Baynton's voters, drink- 
ing a bowl of punch. 

Mr. Baynton's counſel inſiſted, that the returns 
had always been made under the common ſeal z 
and called, 

Haſkins, who ſaid, he had known this borough 
40 years, and four or five elections, and the re- 
turns were always made by the ſenior ſteward : 
that Blake, when he came from London, went firſt 
to his own houſe ; but hearing there were writs out 
againſt him, he ſent to him to adviſe with him, 
and next day came to his houſe in order to be ſafe : 
that there was 100 l. action againſt him: that Mr. 
Baynton's friends when they came to ſee him, paid 
their club, and Blake paid for what he had. He 
ſaid, the town had 1301. at intereſt, which intereſt 
is given amongſt poor tradeſmen ; and that Land- 

who voted for Sir Charles Hedges, received 
ſome of it ; but cannot ſay, whether it was the laſt 
year. | | 
Blake ſaid, he was three nights at Haſkins's, 
and paid for what he had: he ſaid, he was under 
no force, but underſtood there was a writ againſt 
him at Sir George Hungerford's ſuit, and was at 
Mr, Haſkins's for fear of being arreſted z and denied 
he promiſed Sir Charles Hedges before he went down. 
He alſo ſaid, the head ſtewards commonly made 
the returns, and in the town buſineſs had a caſting 
vote. They then read the which was in 
the ſingular number ; and the under ſheriff ſaid, it 
was becauſe he did not know there were two 
ſtewards. 

In reply there were produced three returns, 

14th of Feb. 31 Car. II. 3d of Feb. 33 Car. II. 
21ſt of Feb. 33 Car. Il. 

The LIES in all theſe were between the 
ſheriff and both ſtewards. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, _ 

That Sir Charles Hedges is not duly elected 2 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. | 

That Edward Baynton, eſquire, is not duly. 
elected a burgeſs ro ſerue in this preſent parliament 
for this bo 

Reſolved, that the and eloction is a void election. 

Nov. 2. 1705. A petition of the right honoura- 


of CALNE. 


ble Sir Charles. Hedges, knight, and John Kirle 
Erale, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
election of members, to ſerve in this preſent parlia. 
ment for this borough, the ners, and Edward 
Baynton and George Ducket, eſquires, were Candi. 
dates, that the petitioners were duly elected by 3 
great majority of the burgeſſes, who had a right to 
vote, who (according to the antient cuſtom ther 
by indenture returned the petitioners to the ſheriff 
of the county ; but Samuel Stevens, and William 
Langton, both of the ſaid borough, upon prerence 
of being ſtewards, took upon them to be judges of 
the poll, and to make another return, and to ſer 
aſide ſeveral yotes for the petitioners; and allowed 
others to poll for the other candidates, who were 
under the ſame qualifications ; and many other in- 
direct practices were uſed by Mr. Baynton and Mr, 
Ducket, and their agents; particularly. the ſaid 
Stevens and Langton, together with John Haſking, 
and Mr, William Weeks, did, at the ſaid election 
make a great tumult, to the hindrance of ſuch as 
would have voted for the petitioners ; and Stephens 
and Langton have procured Mr. Baynton, and Mr. 
Ducket to be returned, in wrong to the petitioners: 
and praying &c. . 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Jan. 8. Ordered, that the matter of this election 
be heard before the committee on Monday next 
come three weeks. But no report appear s. 
Nov. 27, 1708. A petition of the right honoura- 
ble Sir Charles Hedges, knight, was read; ſhewing, 
that at the eleftion tor this borough, the petitioner, 
Edward Baynton, and George Ducket, efquires, 
were candidates ; and the petitioner, and Mr, Bayn- 
ton were duly elected, and returned to the ſheriff 
by indenture, to which the ancient ſeal of the faid 
borough was affixed, by the proper officer : that 
Mr. Ducket, by indirect practices, gained ſeveral 
voices, and procured himſelf to be returned to the 
ſheriff, by one that was not the proper officer, and 
by an indenture ſealed with a new ſeal for that pur- 
poſe : that the ſheriff refuſed to annex the petitio- 
ner's indenture to the writ z and hath returned Mr. 
Ducket, one of the burgeſſes, in wrong to the peti- 
tioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the merits of this petition be heard 
at the har on the 26th day of April next. 


Dec. 2, 1710. A. petition of James Johnſton, 
and William Hedges, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 


that at the election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament, for this borough, the petitioners, 
with Edward Baynton, and George Ducket, eſquires, 
were candidates; and the petitioners were duly e- 
lected, and returned by the proper officer, under 
the common ſeal of the borough; but oge Simkins, 
who took a pretended poll for Mr. Baynton, and 
Mr. Ducket, and who polled ſeveral unqualified 
perſons, hath returned them alſo, as duly choſen, 
by indenture under a ſeal made on purpoſe, in vio- 
lation of the rights of the major part of the legal 
electors: and praying &c. 

A petition of Edward Baynton, and George 
Ducket, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that the pe- 
titioners were duly elected burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
this preſence parliament, for this borough; and. fo 
returned to the ſheriff af Wilts, by. the two. guild 
ſtewards .(who were, by the laſt determination of 
the houſe ad; to be the returning officers) 


under the common ſeal of the ſaid borough, by in- 
denture ; but the ſaid ſheriff hath ſince accepted, 
I from 
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from one * Seagar à return of William Hedges 
and * James Johnſton, eſquires ; which return 
was clandeſtinely framed by Seagar, and a ſeal 
affixed to it, and by him delivered to the ſheriff, as 
the act and deed of the er 
burgeſſes, though Seagar was no officer © 
_— the return, ſo framed, ſealed and de- 
livered, was without the privity of any more than 
one of the burgeſſes, the ſeal, thereto affixed, having 
been damned by the corporation, it being loſt about 
three years ſince ; and the ſeal, affixed to the peti- 
tioners return, made in its ſtead : of all which mat- 
ters the ſaid ſheriff had notice, yet he hath returned 
both the ſaid indentures z whereby the petitioners 
are much injured, and deprived of repreſenting the 
ſaid borough in this preſent parliament : and pray- 
ing &c. 
R the ſaid petitions be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections to examine the 
matter, and the ſame with their opinion. 
12th. Ordered, that Sir Charles Hedges have 
leave to make a motion, it being after 3 o'clock : 
And he moved accordingly, That the books, papers, 
and writings, relating to this borough, may be left 
by Mr. Henry Blaake (who hath the ſame in his 
cuſtody) with the clerk of the houſe, this afternoon, 
for Mr. Hedges, and Mr. Johnſton, or their agents, 
to inſpect, in order to the hearing of the merits of 
the election for the ſaid borough, to-morrow, before 
the committee of privileges and eteCftions. 
Ordered, that Mr. Henry Blaake do attend this 
evening at 6 o'clock, at the houſe of the clerk of 
this houſe, with the publick books, papers, and 
writings, relating to this borough; and alſo to- 
morrow morning at 9 o'clock, and till the meeting 
of the committee of privileges and elections, that 
they may be inſpected by Mr. Hedges, and Mr. 
Johnſtan, or their agents; and that afterwards, the 
ſaid Mr. Blaake do attend the ſaid committee, with 
the faid books, papers, and writings. 
20th, Ordered, that the report be made on Friday 
next. 
22d. Mr. Freeman reported the matter of the 
election and return, as follows; viz. 
That the committee have examined the matter 


of the ſaid double return, and alſo the merits of 


the ſaid election. That in the borough are two 
ſtewards; the ſenior ſteward has the cuſtody 
of the ſeal, and the junior of the book : that the 
precept is directed Seneſchallis burgi de Calne : 
that the return df Mr. Johnſton and Mr. Hedges 
is under 


and is mentioned to be made by him, and 
thirty- rgeſſes therein named; and the old 


ſeal of the corporation is affixed to it. 
The return of Mr. Baynton, and Mr. Ducket is 


That the counſel for Mr. Johnſton, and Mr. 
Hedges inſiſted, that the ſtewards take their office 
by ſucceſſion, and not by election: that, of courſe, 
the ſenior burgeſs is ſenior ſteward ; and the ſenior 
ſteward hath the right to make the return. 

To prove this, they called John Ladd; who ſaid, 
he had been a bufgeſs 25 years; has lived in the 


borough 55 years ; has ſerved ſteward three times; 


and that he always took it by turn, as he was in 
the book, and was never elected: that Seagar was 
the next ſenior burgeſs to him, and ſucceeded him 
in che office of ſteward ; and at Candlemas, 1708, 
he delivered the ſame ſeal to Seagar, which he had 
delivered to him by the former ſteward. 


Norman ſaid, he had been a burgeſs 25 years, 
and had known the borough 40 years; that he 
has been ſtewart! four times, thrice by ſucceſſion, 
and once by election (which laſt was to ſerve a 
neighbour out of turn) and he was objected to for 
being elected: that the ſtewards were for one year 
and ſeldom continue, unleſs they do not give up 
their accompts: that Seagar has been ſteward al- 
moſt three years, and Simpkins came in at Can- 
dlemas laſt. 

Landick ſaid, he has lived in the borough above 
60 years; has bee a burgeſs above 28 years; 
has been twice ſteward; and come in both times in 
turn. 

All theſe witneſſes, with Gin (who was aged 60 
years, and born at Calne) ſaid, that the uſage is 
for the burgeſſes to meet in the pariſh hall on 
Candlemas day, to inſpect the town-book, and de- 
clare the ſtewards; and as the burgeſſes ſtand in 
the book (which is according as they are ſworn at 
Ogborn court) the ſenior burgeſs is always declared 
ſenior ſteward, and the next to him junior ſteward ? 
that the ſtewards always take by ſucceſſion ; and 
they never knew of any election, or of any being 
ſteward out of turn, but John Norman about 10 
or 12 years fince; and the elections, that have been 
ſince the late diſputes in the borongh. 

That the counſel for Mr. Baynton, and Mr. 


Ducket inſiſted, that the ſtewards came in by e- 


lection; and that both ſtewards muſt make the 

return, | 

To prove this, tliey produced the copy of the 

report in 1701, wherein it is ſaid, that the right of 
turn 1s in the two ſtewards : and called, 

Haſkins, who ſaid, he had known the corporation 
40 years: that he is a burgeſs and has been ſteward , 
and that he was elected ſteward, and it was his turn to 
be ſo : that the old ſtewards direct the haywatd to 
ſummon the burgeſſes to meet at Candlemas, to elect 
new ſtewards: that Timothy Blake, and Roger Hard- 
ing were ſtewards in1685, and there were ten between 
them, and none refuſed : that they are always made 
by election, and are always declared before they 
take their office; and the ſenior burgeſs is generally 
elected ſteward : that in 1690, John Goddard was 
disfranchiſed for refuſing to be ſteward in courſe; 
and that the ſtewards make the return, 

Humphry Townſhend ſaid, he had been a bur- 
gels ſix years: that the ſtewards ſerve by election; 
and Norman was elected out of turn, about three 
or four years ſince : that Simkins and Brook were 
elected ſtewards on the 2d of February laſt : that 
the ſheriffs ſent the precept to them, and they re- 
turned Mr. Baynton and Mr. Ducket. 

That, May 5, 1708, an order is entered in the 
town-book (without any name to it) reciting, that, 
whereas John Ladd, one of the late ſtewards, had 
loſt, or at leaſt refuſed to produce, the common 
ſeal, therefore it was ordered and agreed, by the 
ſtewards and burgeſſes, that the then return of Mr. 
Baynton and Mr. Ducket ſhould be made under 
the new feal, then produced by Mr. George For- 
man, one of the then ſtewards ; and that the ſame 
ſhould from thenceforth be eſteemed the common 
ſeal of the borough, and the ſeal, fo loſt, never more 
to be made uſe of as the common ſeal of the borough. 

That there are ſeveral antient entries of ſtewards 
names in the ſame book: ſome are, that they were 
choſen ; ethers, choſen and elected; and, in 1699, 
that they were nominated and choſen ſtewards for 
the year enſuing, according t@ the cuſtom of the 
borough. 

Be That 
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The Borotgh'. of CAL NE 


That it doth not appear, that ariy bf the ſaid __ 
ſons were choſen, or elected out of turn,  — 

That Haſkins's evidence upon the laſt contro - 
verted election, was, that he had known Calne forty 
years, and four or five elections; and that the re- 
turns were always made by the ſenior ſteward. 

That two polls were taken at this election: one 
by direction of Scagar, wherein the numbers were 
34 for Mr. Johnſton, 44 for Mr. Hedges, 18 for 
Mr. Baynton, and 17 for Mr. Ducket ; the other 
by direction of Simpkins, wherein there were 
17 for Mr. Ducket, 18 for Mr. Baynton, 13 for 

Hedges, and 2 for Mr. Johnſton. 

That the counſel for Mr. Johnſton, and Mr. 
Hedges, inſiſted, that the borough is an antient 
demeſne of the crown : that the inhabitants of the 
demeſne houſes had right of common, and owe ſuit 
and ſervice at Ogborn; and that the right of election 
is in thoſe inhabitants, commoners, who are ſworn 
at Ogborn court, 

That the counſel for Mr. Baynton, and Mr. 
Ducket, inſiſted, that the right of election is in 
thoſe inhabitants, who are firſt elected burgeſſes, 
preſented by Calne ſtewards, and A {worn at 
Ogborn court. 

And it was admitted by both ſides, that if the e- 
lection was in the commoners ſworn at Ogborn court, 
without a previous election at Calne by the burgeſſes, 
Mr. Johnſton, and Mr. Hedges, were choſen;; and, 
if it was only in ſuch, who were firſt elected burgeſſes 
at Calne, and preſented by the ſtewards and ſworn at 
Ogborn, Mr. Baynton, and Mr. * were _ 
elected. 

That the voters on both ſides, in | this deb, 

were ſworn at Ogborn. 

That the counſel for Mr. fen and Mr. 
Hedges produced a copy. of Domejday-book, wherein 
it is entered, that this borough is /erra Regis; and 
that there were 45 burgenſes et 25 burgenſes: and called, 

Sir George Hungerford ; who ſaid, he had known 
the borough ſixty years, and always thought the 
right to be in the inhabitants, having demeſne, and 
being ſworn at Ogborn : that they were uſually no- 
minated by the burgeſſes in Calae- hall, and are pre- 
ſented by Calne ſtewards.to the ſteward of Ogborn 
court, to be ſworn : that, in 1685, four were fo 
nominated, and preſented by the ſteward, and ſworn: 


that Mr. Baynton, and Mr. Blake, then brought 


twenty more to Ogborn, who were not elected in 
Calne-hall, or preſented by the ſtewards of Calne : 
that Ogborn ſteward ſwore them, and ſaid, when 
ſworn there, they had good votes; and they have 
ever ſince 'been thought o: that he has ſerved 
tor the borough three times, and, in 1685, he al- 
lowed theſe twenty againſt him; and apprehends, 
that every inhabitant, having right of common, has 
a right to be ſworn at Ogborn, and when ſworn, they 
are called burgeſſes; and that the preſentment of them 
by Calne ſteward, is only to juſtify. their being, in- 
kabitants, having right of common. 

Landrick ſaid, he has been a burgeſs 28 years: 
mar Calne ſteward ſent to him to go to Ogborn, to 
be. ſworn; and told him, if he did not, he ſhould 
loſe his right of common: that there are about fix 
or ſeven ſcore of common houſes, that have right 
of common in the ſaid borough ; and theſe, ſworn 

in 1685, had always been allowed good votes. 
Norman and Ladd ſaid, they were two of the: 
twenty carried by Mr. Baynton, and Mr. Blaake, to 
Ogborn, in 1685: that they were not excepted. to 
by the Ogborn ſteward ; nor were they elected bur · 
geſſes, nor did they go with the Calne ſtewards; and 
that they have voted ever ſince, without objection, 


That, for Mr. Baynton and Mr. Ducket, were 
produced the trown-book, of Calne, and minutes cf 
ſeveral courts: leet at Ogborn; wherein are ſeveral 
perſons names, there ſaid to be elected, and ſworn 
burgeſſes : and called. 

Henry Stevenſon,, eſquise,, ſteward of Ogborn 
court: who produced a copy of che oath, taken at 
Ogborn in 170g, Where the word“ burgeſſes“ 
(which word is in the burgeſſes oath) is left out. 

Richins ſaid, that Jefiery and Pearſe were elected 


burgeſſes about forty! ot fifty years ago; and the 


uſual manner is, for the ſtewards and burgeſſes in 
Calne-hall firſt to ele& burgęſſæs, and then to ſend 
them to Ogborn to be ſworn: that he never; knew 
it otherwiſe; and that the hayward (by order of the 
ſtewards) ſummoned the burgeſſes to meet to elect 
burgeſſes: that there are about 40 or 60 commoners, 
and near 3 or 400 houſes in Calne; and he 
never knew the burgeſſes exceed thirty: that Mr. 
Blaake's twenty, in 168 3, were firſt choſen at Calne, 
Doleman ſaid, he had known Calne thirty years; 
and never knew of any election, but in the hall: 
that the burgeſſes are ſummoned to elect: chat in 
1705 ſome were refuſed to be ſworn at Oghorn, be- 
cauſe they were not returned by Calne ſtewards : 
that different oaths were then taken; ſome, were, only 
{worn as commoners, others gs: burgeſſes; and none 
ſworn burgeſſes, unleſs rm che ſtewards of 
Calne, 

Minſon ſaid, he was elected and frrodl * ; 
the word © burgeſs” was not in the gath : that he 
voted for members of parliament twice ; and both 
times was objected to by all the butgeſſes. 

Mr. Blaake faid, he had been acquainged with 
Calne above 35 years; has ſerved in parhament 
three times for the borough; and that, in all his 
time, the way to make burgeſſes has been to meet in 
Calne- hall, and there to chooſe, and give notice to 
thoſe who were choſen; and at the next court they 
go to Ogborn to be ſworn: that he never heard, 


till the late diſpute, any claim to be burgeſſes, who 


were not all elected: that, notwithſtanding the two 
charters in 1685, the Ogborn-courters elected mem- 
bers of parliament, for thoſe charters were never 
accepted: that he, and Sir George Hungerford, 
went to John Ladd, and ſeveral others, and pre- 
vailed with them to act, though they were threatned, 
there being a new corporation: that, in 1683, all 
the 24 went, and were ſworn at Ogborn : that they 
were all elected by majority of burgeſſes; that Sir 
George Hungerford went with them; and was con- 
ſenting to their being ſw6rn, and would have per- 
ſuaded John Ladd ro have gone to Ogborn to be 
ſworn ;. and that part of the certificate, produced to 
the committee, of thoſe 24 being ſworn at Ogborn, 
was of Sir George Hungerford's writing. 

Sir George Hungerford, being called, and con- 
fronting Mr. Blaake, faid, that four only of the 24 


| | were nominated, by the burgeſſes in the hall: and 


ſaid, he wrote no part of the certificate. 

- Ladd alſo ſaid, Sir George Hungerford did not 
come to perſuade him ; but Mr. Blaake, and Mr. 
Baynton, about eleven at "_ ſent for him to go 
— 

Upon the whole, the committee. reſolved 3 

That the right of election of members, to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the inhabitants 
of the {aid borough, having a rs: of common, and 
fworn at Ogborn court. 

That James Johnſton, eſquire, is duly clefird a 
burgeſt to ſerve in this mow parliament for gus 
borough. : 


3 


That 
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That William Hedges; eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 
Which reſolutions, being twice read, were agreed 
to by the houſe. And Mr. Ducket's, and Mr. 
Baynton's indenture ordered to be taken off the file. 
March 26, 1715. A petition of Walter Hunger- 
ford, and Samuel Robinſon, eſquires, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the election for this borough, Sir 
Orlando Bridgman, baronet, Richard Chiſwell, mer- 
chant, were candidates, and the petitioners ; where 
Humphrey Townſend, and David Jeffreys, * * * 
ſtewards z but, notwithſtanding the petitioners had a 
majority of legal votes, yet Sir Orlando Bridgeman, 
and Richard Chiſwell, with Humphrey Townſend, 
junior, John Haſkins, William Weeks, and Walter 
Foreman, by their illegal practices, prevailed with 
the ſaid ſtewards to return the ſaid — Orlando 
Bridgeman, and Richard Chiſwell, to the prejudice 
of the petitioners : and praying &c. | 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame with their opinion. 
A petition of Henry James, and John Clarke, on 
behalf of themſelves, and other inhabitants of the 
ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, that the petitio- 
ners, with others, have a right to vote ſor members 
for the ſaid borough; and that at the laſt election, 
amongſt others, were candidates, Walter Hungerford, 
and Samuel Robinſon, eſquires, for whom the peti- 
tioners intended to vote; but the ſtewards, who are 
the returning officers there, refuſed them, whereby 
the ſaid Mr. Hungerford and Robinſon are greatly 
injured z and that Sir Orlando Bridgman, and Ri- 
chard Chiſwell, arg unduly returned : and praying 
&c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame with their opinion. 
May 9. Ordered leave be given to withdraw the 
ſaid petitions. 
Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of Sir Orlando Bridg- 
man, baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
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borough, the petitioner, William Clayton, Benjamin 
Hoſkins Styles, and George Ducket, eſquires, were 
candidates: that the major part of the perſons, duly 
qualified to vote at the ſaid election, gave their votes 
for the petitioner, who ought to have been returned 
for the {aid borough z but by the partiality of Mr. 
Hoſkyns, and Mr, Dyer, guild ſtewards of the ſaid 
borough, who declared the election, without caſting 
up the poll, and refuſed the petitioner a copy there- 


illegal practices, hath returned the ſaid Mr, Hoſkins 
Stiles, to the prejudice of the petitioner : and pray- 
ing &c. . | e 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame with their opinion. 

Jan. 18. Ordered, leave be given to withdraw 
the ſaid petition. | 

Feb. 19. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ, for 
electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of 
2 Ducket, eſquire, made à commiſſioner of 
n ' 
Feb. 24. A petition of Samuel Seager, Charles 
Webb, Jonathan Nicholls, Edward Steers, and 
Stephen Wootten, on behalf of themſelves, and other 
inhabitants of the ſaid borough, was read ; ſhewing, 
that the petitioners, with others, are inhabitants of 
the ſaid borough, having a right of common there ; 
and that by virtue of a reſolution, paſſed in the houſe 


tion of members to ſerve in parliament for this 


of, though legally demanded, and by many other 
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in the year 1710; which declares, that the inhabi- 
tants of the botough have right of common; and 
being ſworn at Ogborn court, have a right to elect 
members to ſerve tor the faid borough : that at the 
laſt election of Edmund Pyke Heath, eſquiro, to 
ſerve for the ſaid borough, the petitioners and others 
did intend to vote; but, notwithſtanding the right 
they have of voting, founded on the ſaid relolution, 
and although they claimed to be polled for the faid 
Mr. Edmund Pyke Heath, the guild ſtewards, who 
are the returning officers there, utterly refuſed to 
admit them to vote; whereby the petitioners are 
greatly injured, and debarred of the right they juſtly 
claim, founded on the faid reſolution: and praying &. 

Ordered, that it be relerred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame with their opinion. 

March 11. A petition of Charles Webb, Jona- 
than Nicholls, Samuel Seagar, Edward Stcers, Ste- 
phen Wootten, Walter Doleman, and Edward Bat- 
ten, in behalf of themſelves, and other inhabitants 
of this borough, was read; ſhewing, that the pe- 
titioners, together with other inhabitants of this bo- 
rough, having a right of common there; and by 
virtue of a reſolution, paſled in the houſe in 1710, 
which declares, that the inhabitants of this borough, 
having a right' of common, and being ſworn at 
Ogborn court, have a right to cle& members to 
ſerve for the ſaid borough: that, at the laſt election 
of the honourable Matthew Ducy Moreton, eſquire, 
to ſerve for this borough, the petitioners, and 
others, did intend to yote ; but, notwithſtanding the 
right they have of voting, founded on the ſaid reſo- 
lution, they then claimed to be polled for the ſaid 
honourable Matthew Ducy Morton, eſquire; the guild 
. Rewards, who are the returning officers there, utterly 
reſuſed to admit them to vote; whereby the petiti- 
- oners are greatly injured, and debarred of the right 
which they juſtly claim, grounded on the ſaid re- 
ſolution : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame with their opinion. 

Jan. 10, 1723. A petition of Charles Webb, &c. 
to the ſame effect, was again read, and referred in 
like manner, 

11th. A petition of Samuel Seager, &c. to the 
ſame effect, was again read, and reierred in like 
manner. 

Feb. 19. Ordered, that the reports be received 
on Tueſday next. ; 

25th. Mr. Gibbon, according to order, reported 
the matter, &c. viz. 

That the committee had examined the matter, 
and heard counſel for the petitioners, and alſo for 
the guild ſtewards, and burgeſſes of Calne. 

The petitioners counſel admitted, the perſons re- 
turned were duly elected, and juitly returned; but 
inſiſted, the guild ſtewards, who are the returning 
officers, ought to have admitted the petitioners 
votes, in the Jaſt election; the petitioners being in- 
habitants of the borough, having a right of com- 
mon there, and having been ſworn at Ogborn court; 
upon which foot they claimed a right of voting, 
founded on the reſolution of the houſe, in the con- 
troverted election in the year 1710. The counſel 
on the other ſide admitted, that the petitioners are 
inhabitants, have right of common, and have been 
ſworn at Ogborn court; but inſiſted, that the peti- 
tioners, on that foot, had no right of voting, not 

being burgeſſes : that their pretence. was an in- 
novation upon the antient right of the borcugh; 
25 
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was never heard of before 1705; had been always 
oppoſed and denied by the burgeſſes ; who inſiſt, 


that none have a right to vote but the guild ſtew- 


ards, and burgeſſes; who, by the antient con- 
ſtitution, are to take the oaths to the government at 
Ogborn court, after they have been elected, and 
ſworn burgeſſes at Calne. 

That the petitioners, without offering any evi 
dence to ſupport their claim, refted wholly on the 
reſolution of the 22d of December, 1710 3 when it 
was reſolved, that the right of eleftion of members, 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough is in the 
inhabitants of the borough, having a right of com- 
mon, and being ſworn at Ogborn court: againſt 
which the counſel on the other ſide produced copies 
of the following antient returns, and other evidences ; 
viz. 
28 Eliz. A copy of an indenture of return, be- 
tween the ſheriff of the county, of the one part; and 
two perſons named burgeſs-ſtewards of the borough 
of Calne, and burgenſes de Calne, of the other part; 
expreſſing, that the burgeſs-ftewards aforeſaid had 
received the precept for the election; and that the 
ſaid burgeſs-ſtewards, and burgeſſes, had made the 
election; and that the burgeſſes of Calne aforeſaid 
had put their ſeals to the return. 

This return appears to have been made under 
the borough ſeal, without any name to it. 

39 Eliz. Copy of an indenture of return, made 
between the ſheriff of the county, of one part; and 
two perſons named burgeſs-ſtewards, atque burgenſes 
de Calne, of the other part; expreſſing, that the 
burgeſs-ſtewards, and burgeſſes aforeſaid, had re- 
ceived the precept for the election; and that the 
ſaid burgeſs-ſtewards, and burgeſſes, had made the 
election; and that the burgeſſes of Calne aforeſaid 
had put their feals to the return. 

This return appears to have been made under 
the borough-ſeal, and ſigned by the two ſtewards 
named in it, and no others. 

29 Dec. 3 Will. and Mar. Report from the com- 

mittee of privileges and elections, in the then con- 
troverted election, ſtating to the houſe, That the 
right of election appeared to be in the burgeſſes, 
inhabitants in the ſaid borough. 
12 March, 1 Ann. Report from the ſame commit- 
tee ſtating, That the right of election was in the antient 
burgeſſes, and the right of return in the two ſtew- 
ards. 

Henry Blake, eſquire, being examined, ſaid; he 
had ſat in three parliaments for this borough, and 
known the borough fifty years: that he always un- 
derſtood, and had been informed by antient perſons, 
now dead, that the right of election was in the 
guild-ſtewards, and burgeſſes, excluſive of all others; 
and no pretence to the contrary was ever ſet up, or 
heard of, before 1700; when, and afterwards in the 
years 1705 and 1710, ſome commoners, who were 
not burgeſſes, pretended to vote, but were al- 
ways denied by the ſtewards and burgeſſes: that all 
burgeſſes, after their election and taking the burgeſſes 


oath at Calne, took the oaths of fidelity to the govern- 


ment at Ogborn court; where they are preſented by 
the guild-ſtewards, or bring certificates of their being 
duly elected burgeſſes at Calne. That the com- 
mittee upon the whole reſolved, 

That the right of election of burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the antient 
burgeſſes of the ſaid borough only. 

That tl e right of returning burgeſſes, to ſerve in 


parliament for this borough, is in the guild-ſtewards 


of this borough. 


The faid reſolutions being read twice, were agreed 
to by the houſe. 0 
County of CAMBRIDGE. 


1 county (which was joined with Hunting. 
don under one ſheriff) contains alfo the iſle 


of Ely; and hath been repreſented from the times : 2, 


of the firſt returns to parliament ; the iſle being at 
firſt contri towards the wages, and; ay Dr. 
Willis fays, (unwillingly). paid a third part, which 
was often diſputed ; and in Henry the fifth's reign 
they raiſed and paid 2001. to be diſcharged there. 


from. In this Mr. Prynn agrees; and writes, thep,,. 
between the county and the iſle was con-?- 5! 
firmed by act of parkament [which, with other acts 


relating thereto, ſee in the Appendix] and an eſtate 
was purchaſed with the money, as appears by the 
conveyances. The memoirs of its elections and 
conteſts thereupon which 1 have met with, my 
reader will have as follows. nes 

April 9, 1614. Mr. Francis Moore reporteth the 
proceeding of the committee for privileges yelſter- 
day. a 

A petition from Cambridgeſhire, about the elce- 
tion of the knights of the ſhire, and a day given 
till this day ſeven night in the afternoon, in the 
court of Wards. 155. 

19th. Mr. Fuller reporteth to the houſe, the cafe 
of Cambridgeſhire.—Fhat the affidavits (ar leaft 
20) written all with ſeveral hands, and apparent, 
that written by parties — The danger of perjury.— 
Abuſing the houſe, by leaving out fit words. — 


That this is a houſe of record. Examination ef 


returns here; erge, by oath; for allowed in the 
meaneſt court baron, &c.— A conſequent of exa- 
mination, to adminiſter an oath. _—— 

That heretofore the lords protected all, and we 
depended upon them ; now of ourſelves, and there- 
fore not to loſe that liberty. Moveth a conſide- 
ration thereof, by the lawyers, and principal gentle- 
men, that have precedents. 

Mr. Aſhley, accordant. 

Mr. Brooke: — The rule of the houſe, in Sir 
Francis Goodwyn's caſe. That there the | judges 
delivered, we but half a court, and the upper houſe 
the other part. That the king wiſhed, if we were 
not fatisfied, conference ſhould be with the lords : 
which was refuſed; and, upon argument, agreed 
here, that this houſe but half a court for making of 
laws; but a full and whole court for examining 
returns, and all matters within the juriſdiction of 
this Court. 

Moveth, the committee of privileges may conſi- 
der it, and report their opinions: and allowed a 
good motion. \ 

Mr. Duncombe :—That the return not good, be- 
cauſe the foundation, viz. the eleQion, not ſound— 
The letters could not be, but with privity of the 
parties.—Moveth, a committee may have autho- 
rity to ſpeak, at a committee, before another, not 
of the committee. Diſalloweth the return of theſe 
gentlemen; and moveth for à new writ, and then 
the ſheriff to be judged for his default. 

Sir Maurice Berkeley: — Fab valuit, quod fier! 
non debuit.—The queſtion only to be, whether the 
return good. If good, the gentlemen to be retained, 
and the ſheriff not to be ſent for. That no other 
court hath power to judge of returns here, but this 


jection, that the ſheriff refuſed 
to take a ſcrutiny of the freeholders. That the 
ſheriff bound to make a ſcrutiny ; not upon the 
motion 
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motion of one, or two (for that would trouble the 
country) not to be moved before the reading of the 
writ, nor two or three hours after, when the free- 

' holders gone; but in fitting time. 

Sir George Moore: That the ſheriff required 
by Sir Jo. Peyton to number them, not to examine 
the freeholds of the electors. That not moved, (till 
dinner,) by Sir Jo. Cotton. No queſtion, but we 
may examine returns.— 14 Eliz. the lunatiques 
caſe. Fine upon the town, and a new writ.— 
Not above 12 committees heretofore; yet every 
one of the houſe may come, and ſpeak. 

Ordered, upon the queſtion, that the two knights 
of Cambridgeſhire to ſtand: and, upon the ſecond 
queſtion, ordered, the ſheriff not to be ſent for. 
And ordered, upon queſtion, that the power of 
giving an oath by this houſe concerning the returns, 
or juriſdictions of the houſe, to be referred to the 
committee for privileges ; and there precedents to 
be viewed, and the matter to be confidered of; 
and to be reported to the houſe, for further order 
and reſolution therein. x x 

I find, within a month after, a debate in regard 
to the election, which, as it is in the journals, I 
thought proper to inſert, it being thus; viz. 

May 14. Mr. ſerjeant Harrys: That the ſhe- 
riff now queſtioned, and of perjury, by his falſe re- 
turns; for ſworn to execute and return his pro- 
ceſſes, and writs, duly.— The ſheriff of Hunting- 
donſhire, - not of Cambridge. Letters from Sir 
- Jo. Cotton, and Sir Jo. Cage, to the ſheriff ; none 
from the other two. 5 | 

Upon exception, that . there were copyholders, 
a ation made by the ſheriff, that all copy- 
holders, and all others, not freeholders, ſhould avoid. 
That Sir Jo. Cutts and Sir Thomas Chicheley re- 
quired, the night before, at all the inns, that all 
copyholders, &c. ſhould depart home. —— | 
That, upon the election, at the leaſt more for 
the now knights, by 500 at leaſt. Moved no 
calling by the poll, till two hours after. — That the 
freeholders of Sir Jo. Cutts, and Sir Thomas 
Chicheley's, were many of them gone. 

That Sir Jo. Cage threatned to raiſe them in the 
ſubſidy, and to put one of their inns, if they did 
not give their voice that way. 

Mr. Martyn: The queſtion now, not to puniſh 
the ſheriff; but, whether the knights, now elected, 
ſhall be admitted to ſerve of this houſe. That ap- 
parent proofs againſt the ſheriff, both here, and at 
the election in Huntingdonſhire. —That they will 
plainly prove a practice with the ſheriff. ——Proveth 
that, by the letters to gather copyholders and per- 
ſonable men.-—That theſe courſes, for proclama- 
tion, &c. alledged by Mr. ſerjeant Harrys, merely 
to colour their purpoſe intended by their letters. 

Mr. Gerrard :— That he ſpeaketh for the free- 
holders, who have no benefit by the penalty of the 
ſheriff, of roo-1l.—That the freeholders of Cam- 
bridgeſhire have now none to ſerve in parliament for 
them, and yet muſt be concluded by their voices. 
Mr. Richardſon :— Matter in law, and fa&t.—. 
Wonders at Mr. Gerrard's aſſertion, that Cambridge- 
ſhire hath now none for them. —For the return, 
queſtio facti. The return of the ſheriff credited 
here; for- made judge of the election here, and no 
averment againſt it: But yet agreeth, the juriſdic- 
tion of this houſe, that they may examine it.— 
Voucheth Mr. ſerjeant Harrys his caſe, and Mr. 
Barker.—That Mr, Barker ſtood, notwithſtanding 
the return of the ſheriff, — | | 
Sir George Howard, and Sir Francis Lacon, 
accordant. 
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Denieth the writing of the pretended letter by 
Sir Jo. Cutts, or Sir Tho. Chicheley, or ever con- 
ſented to by them; but confeſſeth it written by 
ſome, that ¶ affected] their cauſe, but did what they 
could to croſs it, ſending to put away all copy- 
holders, &c.—That did by a member of this 
houſe.— 

That he deſireth, for the moſt number of free- 
holders by 500, the election may ſtand.— 

That, after the copyholders ſevered, Sir Jo. Cot- 
ton, finding himſelf too weak, drew into his com- 
1 | 

That this ſome other ſpirit, not Sir Jo, Cotton's. 
—Eaſt part, and weſt part. — That, by precedents, 
the weſt part hath uſually had both the knights. — 
Thirty towns, at leaſt, - more in the weſt part; 
400, or 500 freeholders more there. — Had all the 
iſle of Ely; but only ſome drawn away by ſcanda- 
lous practice; by pretence, that, if Sir Jo. Cutts, 
&c. were choſen, their fens would be drained, and 


a third part given away to the undertakers. That 


this noiſed in the time, when the election in hand. — 
The ſcrutiny not required, till two hours after, that . 
the ſheriff at dinner. 

Nr. ſerjeant Harrys: — That the reaſon of the 
guide of the two caſes, vouched by Mr. Richardſon, 
becauſe no averment againſt the ſheriff's return. 

Averment againſt the ſheriff's return, where I 

ſhall loſe my action, or my lands. No returning 
againſt the ſheriff's return of on eſt inventus. The 
reaſon, becauſe then an iſſue to be tried between 
the ſheriff and party, where the ſheriſf neither plain- 
tiff, nor defendant. | 

Mr. Fuller :—* Action del caſe giſt, et Pjury poet 
trover verſus Preturne del vicount. 
Profe des letters deliver per Sir Jo. Cutts ſervant. — 

Memorandum, le copy del letter deliver per Mr. 
Bingley, deny per Sir Jo. Cutts et Sir Tho, Chicheley. — 

Spedtadillia of Mr. Gerrard. 

Mr. Serjeant:— That Sir Jo. Peyton's letter, 
upon his proteſtation, ſhall be refuted by oath. 

Sir Edwyn Sands :—That the matters, objected 
againſt the plaintiffs, not ſo well cleared by them, 
as the other by the defendants, in the miſdemeanors 
objected by the defendants againſt them. 

Sir Ro. Hitcham :—That the ſheriff not to be 
ſent for, becauſe the houſe ſatisfied, the two gentle- 
men choſen by the greater number. 

Sir Ro. Owen: — That 50 Ed. HI. knights, re- 
turned by the ſheriff, turned out, becauſe not e- 
lected by the greater number. So, for the like 
cauſe, a ſheriff, in Hen. VI. time, impriſoned, and 
fined; and the knights, returned by him, put 
Out, — 

That in Serjeant Harrys his caſe, and in the 
caſe for Bridgnorth, the ſheriff*s return bindeth not 
the houſe. | 

Thus is the printed journal, upon which is as 
note between the preceding matter and this. In 
the original is a blank of two pages : but I ap- 
prehend this matter is wrong placed, and that it 

| belonged to the foregoing caſe, wherefore I in- 

ſerted it here, 

March 5, 1623. Mr. Glanville reporteth from the 
committee of privileges, who yeſterday, upon ad- 
journment, met in the houſe. 

For the knights of the ſhire of Cambridge; 1. 
That all the committee of opinion, that the election 
of the two knights there void. The under-ſheriff, 
Ingray, came to the place in ſeaſon : the writ read : 
four names called on; Sir Ed. Peyton, Sir Simeon 
Steward, Sir Jo. Cutts, Mr. Pallevecyne : the view 
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twice taken, between nine and eleven: the poll de- 
manded both times, but not proceeded in : this de- 
mand made on both ſides : the ſheriff pretended, he 
| would proceed; but would not. This being the 
true touch for trial, the election merely holden void: 
and that a new writ to iſſue, for a new election. 
This una voce. 2dly. That the return, made by the 
ſheriff, of perſons not elected, a miſdemeanor. Prov- 
ed by two witneſſes, that, about eleven of the clock, 
he made no election, nor who was, or ought to be, 
choſen. That this ſheriff, after twelve, and one, 
confeſſed, he had committed an error ; and would 
come back, and make an election. The conſe- 
quence of this great to the commonwealth : for all 
ſheriffs may return whom they pleaſe. His age, 
being but 22, no reaſon to ſpare his ſending for, 
2. The conſideration of affidavits, now produced. 
63 affidavits and certificates in this caſe. — That 
the committee thought not fit to admit affidavits for 
judicial proof :—1. Maketh us lame without the 
Chancery : 2. Entitleth the Chancery to judge of 
returns: 3. For that affidavits cautelouſly made by 
counſel, or party : 4. Witneſſes, produced vive voce, 
by words, actions, geſtures, &c. diſcover much. 
The committee prayed the direction of the houſe 
herein, 

Upon queſtion, the election of Sir Edward Pey- 
ton, and Sir Simeon Steward, void; and a writ for 
a new choice, nemine contradicente ; and they diſ- 
charged. | 

Upon a ſecond queſtion, . . 
by the ſerjeant. 

Mr. Brooke: — The ſheriff did return them, 
doubting, he had not done well, and thereupon was 
promiſed to be ſaved harmleſs. 

Mr. Dyett:.— To admit affidavits, to prove ſome 
circumſtances, but not the merits of the cauſe. 

Mr. Whiſtler :-—To declare, that affidavits were 
never of yalue here. 

Sir Edward Coke : —When he ſpeaker, and ever 
ſithence, till now of late, affidavits not uſed here. 
— Sworn only of one ſide : =Drawn by counſel. — 
Moveth, no affidavits, concerning any election, and 
return, may be accepted here. 

Mr. Sherfield:— Though we examine not by 
oath (our power wherein will not queſtion) yet we 
may puniſh any, that ſhall teſtify untruly. So was 
it laſt parliament, in Mr. Damport's caſe.— 

Upon queſtion, all affidavits, to be taken in any 
court, concerning elections, returns, or any thing 
depending thereupon, to be rejected, and not here- 
after to be uſed. 
 I;th. A petition of the under-ſheriff of Cam- 
bridge, read. 

' Reſolved, this to ſtay till the houſe be full, to- 
morrow morning, eight o'clock, and then to be 
heard. 

© 16th. For the under - ſheriff of Cambridgeſhire : — 
Mr. Glanvylle:— The miſdemeanor of the under- 
ſheriff, 1. general: that he hath made a return, 
where no due election, eſpecially, where fo clear, 
there was no due election of thofe he returned. 
2dly. That two or three ſufficient witneſſes teſtified, 
that, after he was gone, he made no eleion. — This 
after eleven of the clock. Two witneſſes, that the 
poll was demanded, and in ſeaſon; before he went 
away. 23dly. Proved, he had a dependency upon 
Sir Edward Peyton ; had conference with Sir Ed- 
ward Peyton. 

The under-ſheriff, called in, and at firſt WITS 
and afterwards ſtanding up, was charged by Mr. 
Speaker, that. he had made 4 retarn, when he af- 
firmed, after he was gone from the place, he made 


. . to be ſent for 


no election :—That he, being required to do it; 
would not proceed to the poll. 

The ſheriff :—That he can prove, he, before he 

went away, had declared, Sir Edw. Peyton, and Sir 
Sim. Steward, had moſt voices. —Denieth - all th- 
reſt of the charge. 
+ Mr. Brook :—That the ſheriff; being doubtful 
he had not done well, had ſecurity offered him, to 
ſave him harmleſs. That this teſtified by Sir Tho- 
mas Steward. 

The ſheriff conſeſſeth, he was tequired, by three 
from Sir John Cutts, to return to the caſtle, to 
ſpeak with Sir John Cutts: which he refuſed, be- 
cauſe he had been ill uſed there. 

Mr. Brackynn: — That he required the poll: but 
the ſheriff went away, and did it not. 

Sir William Earle :—Proved at the committee, 
that Sir John Cutts, and 3 or 400 freeholders, de- 
manded the poll, for a quarter of an hour together. 

Henry Pecke, produced a witneſs for Ingery, — 
That he did not hear the poll demanded. That, 
between ten and eleven o'clock, he heard the ſheriff 
declare, that Sir Edw. Peyton, and Sir Simeon Stew- 
ard, had the greater number of voices. 

That he would have Francis Haſelopp aſked, 
whether Watſon, and others, did not, when he was 
going to the poll, pull off his cloak, tread it under 
foot, and take away his papers. 

Haſeloppe, affitmeth this. Mr. George Beck, 
and Watſon, two of theſe. — That this done, when 
he was going to the poll, about ten o'clock. 

Haſelopp, demanded, upon whom he depend. 
eth; ſaith, upon no man. 

Sir William Herberte : =Either the ſheriff hath 
offended, or we have erred in our judgment, to 
make the election void. 

Sir John Ellyott : —The ſheriff hath puniſhment 
already, by ſending for, charges, &c. To diſmiſs 
him without a check. 

Sir Henry Poole, accordent, Mr. Corryton, ac- 
cordant. 

Sir A. Ingram :—To be tender of the honour of 
the houſe ; which hath condemned the return, and 
adjudged the election void; which through the ſhe- 
riff's default. 

Mr. Mallory: — That the under-ſheriff may not 
meddle at the next election. 

Sir Edward Gyles : To retain him, till Thurſ- 
day paſt; becauſe, at the new election on Thurſday, 
he will elſe breed a new garboyle. 

Sir Robert Phillippes :=FTo check him for an 
error, but not for malice. 

Sir John Savyle:— That this a thing of dange- 
rous example. That ſheriffs may, by this means, 
chooſe and return whom they will. 

Mr. Price :—To have the fheriff come in, and, 
upon his knees, acknowledge his fault. 

Mr. Brooke: — To ſend away the ſheriff, is to 
juſtify him, and condemn ourſelves.— To have him 
acknowledge his fault, and then fine him 100 marks. 

Sir Thomas Jermyn :—To cenſure the ſheriff, or 
elſe we cenſure ourſelves. -To acknowledge his 
fault at the bar : and to ſtay him two ot three days; 
the high-ſheriff having power to make ahother un- 
der-ſheriff for the ſervice on Thurſday. 

Mr. Glanvyle :--To commit him for a day or 
two ; then, upon his ſubmiſſion, to enlarge him. 

Sir Chriſtopher Hyldyard:— That the under- 
ſheriff hath no power to make the election, but the 
high-ſheriff is to do it. To have them both pu- 


niſhed. 


Sir Edward Coke: — In juvene medico, cæmeterii 
incre- 
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enerementam : in judene theologo, conſcientl# . . . . In 
jrvene legiſta, burſ# detrimentum. The great confu- 
fion extenuateth his fault. To have him acknow- 
ledge his fault, and remain with the ſerjeant till 
Thurſday paſt. | TY 
Sir William Herberte addeth to this, that the 
order of this houſe may be read at the next elec- 
n. 
© Ovdited, 1. upon queſtion, that this under- ſheriff 
ſhall be committed to the ſerjeant, till Thurſday. 
Upon a ſecond queſtion, the under · ſheriff, upon 
his ſubmiffion, and acknowledgment of his fault, 
upon his knees, upon Thurſday next, to be diſ- 
charged from further puniſhment in this place, pay- 
ing his fees. Leaving the other queſtion for his 
puniſhment in the country. 
Upon a third queſtion, the under-ſheriff to make 
the like ſubmiſſion and acknowledgment in the next 
quarter ſeſſions in Cambridgeſhire. 
The under-ſheriff called to the bar, and kneeling, 
his judgment, as aforeſaid, pronounced to him by 
the Speaker. 
18th. The ſheriff of Cambridgeſhire, brought to 
the bar, made his ſubmiſſion upon his knees : con- 
feſſeth, he hath committed an error; is very ſorry 
for it, and craves pardon. Diſcharged, paying his 
fees ; and making his ſubmiſſion and acknowledg- 
ment likewiſe in the country, at the open quarter 
ſeſſions. 
Sir Pet. Hayman deſires to have it explained, 
whether his ſentence ſhall take off that action of 
100 l. againſt the high-ſheriff. —Reſolved, not. 
May 28, 1624. Mr. Glanvyle reporteth for this 
county; Scholars, and fellows of houſes, and par- 
ſons, vicars, &c. came, and gave voices for knights 
of the ſhire. ; 
Reſolved, no ſcholars, or fellows of colleges, 
halls, &c. having no other freehold, ought to have 
voice in election of knights of the ſhire.— Re- 
ſolved, upon queſtion, as at the committee ſupra :— 
Nor are to have any hereafter. — 
2. Reſolved, the ſcholars, or fellows, having 
chambers above 40s. yearly value, giveth no voice 
in elections. —Nor are to have any hereafter. — 
He, that hath a chamber, cometh not in by livery 
and ſcizin, nor by deed enrolled : no affiſe licth : 
the freehold of it is in the corporation: his fellow- 
ſhip like wages, and diet, given a ſervant. — 
3. Refolved, parſons, and vicars, &c. ought to 
have no voice in election of knights of the ſhire. — 
Reſolved alſo upon queſtion : —-Nor are to have 
any hereafter. —— 
Mr. Glanvill reports concerning this county, 
Freeholders complain, that the ſcholars and fellows 
of colleges came to the election, and claimed to 
have voices.— 
Reſolved, that members of colleges, halls, or cor- 
porations at large, not having freeholds, ſaving in 
right of their colleges, or corporations, ought not 
to have voice in elections. 2. That ſcholars, hav- 
ing chambers above 40 8. a year, ought not to have 
voice in elections. 3. That parſons and vicars, 
that have glebe lands 
Reſolved, upon queſtion, that members of col- 
leges, halls, or corporations, not having freehold, 
laving in right of their colleges, halls, or corpora- 
tions, ought not to have voice in elections of knights 
or burgeſſes. 
Reſolved, upon a ſecond queſtion, that fellows, 
and fcholars, that have fellowſhips, and chambers, 
above 40s. ought not to have voice in elections. 
Reſolved, upon queſtion, that parſons and vicars, 
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that have no other freehold, but glebe lands, ought 
not to have voice in elections. 

Nov. 6, 1640. Ordered a warrant, for a new writ 
to be ſent to the ſheriff of Cambridgeſhire, for tlec- 
tion of the knights of that ſhire; becauſe no county 
day did intervene, between the receipt of the writ, 
and the day of appearance in the parliament. 

Jan. 4, 1693. A petition of Sir Ruſhout Cullen 
was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly 
elected a knight of the ſhire for this county, in the 
place of Sir Levinus Bennet, deceaſed ; but the 
Lord Cutts, by illegal practices, did procure him- 
{elf to be returned as duly choſen, in wrong to tlie 
petitioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, and that they do conſider 
and report the matter, with their opinion, to the 
houſe. 

Feb. 7. Ordered, the report to be made on Sa- 
turday morning. 

gth. Ordered, the report to be made on Monday 
morning next. 

12th. Mr. Bowyer reported from the committee 
of privileges and elections, the matter touching this 
election, as it appeared to the committee. 

The ſheriff gave in a poll: according to which, 

The fitting member had 928 

The petitioner — 921 

The odds but 7. 
But this not agreed ſo, but that, by other compu- 
tations, it was made to amount to 10, or 11. 

The poll, taken by the ſheriff's clerk, was all 
along in his own, and his clerk's, cuſtody ;, who 
both teſtified no alterations made : but the books 
were not fealed up. 

The ſheriff likewiſe proved, that he ſwore all 
thoſe who polled with him, that they were freehold- 
ers, and had 40 8. per annum; and gave directions 
to the other booths to do the like. 

Upon this, the counfel and parties being with- 
drawn, the committee debated, whether they ſhould 
admit evidence, to unqualify thoſe that ſwore them- 
ſelves freeholders, &c. 

And, upon a diviſion, it was refolved to admit 
fuch evidence. Whereupon the counſel, being called 
in, went .on, and called, Thomas Newman, and 
Richard King, who confeſſed they vated for Lord 
Cutts, and were ſworn : and that one of their free- 
holds was in Huntingdonſhire ; and the other ſaid 
he voted for his father's freehold ; thinking he might 
ſo do, his father not being preſent to vote for him- 
ſelf. 

Stern, and Chambers, teſtified againſt 17 for the 
ſitting member, upon account of their not having 
freeholds; viz. Joſhuah Noble, who confeſſed he 
had only a term of forty years in the houſe for 
which he voted.— Anthony Puncheon, the ſame.— 
Thomas Payne, for an houſe, becauſe he lived rent- 
free. —Richard Preiſtly, no freehold eſtate.— 
Robert Lee, for an eſtate which his mother held for 
life.— Thomas Walker, in the fame caſe. William 
Braſier, for an eſtate which was his father's. — 
Cowper, Rivers, Baſſe, and Bacon, for freeholds 
promiſed to them, but never conveyed. — Band, 
only a leaſe for years. — Edward Freeman, the fame. 
— Stephen Miller, for a tenement which his wife 

had, as guardian to an infant, —Merchant, for a 
freehold belonging to a child, and not to him. — 
Hurrill, for an alms-houſe he lived in, becaule he 
paid no rent for it ——Foreman, for an annuity 
iſſuing out of a copyhold eſtate of his OP 
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theſe owned they had no other frecholds in this 
county. 

Chambers, alſo proved, that Dogget confeſſed, 
he voted, but had no freehold at all ; but being 
fuddled was over perſuaded. to do ſo. Stern proved, 
that Mansfield and Marſhal] confeſſed their 
eſtates under value, viz. one not worth 20 or 308, 
a year—and the other, only for two thirds of 46 
ſhillings a year. Martindale alſo ſaid, Cradock 
owned, his houſe he voted for was worth but 20 
ſhillings a year, and his mill, only for years. 
Nor had theſe any other freeholds in: this county. 
— Chambers ſaid, that Wootton was a madman, 
and had no eſtate z but, Purſer proved him not 
mad, and that he had g 1. a year. 

They then proved ſeven of the ſitting member” $ 
voters to be minors; and proved. they had given 
notice to all theſe 31 to appear at the committee to 
juſtify their votesz but gave no notice to Lord 
Cutts. There was alſo exception taken to two who 
voted by the name of Thomas Porter of Cam- 
bridge; and Glen ſaid, there was no ſuch man there. 

Charles Graboe ſaid, he voted for the petitioner, 
but was ſet down for the ſitting member; and John 
Bolton voted for the fitting member, and refuſed 
to tell what freehold he had. 

For the fitting member were called, Joſſelyne, 
and Dudley, who ſaid, that before the election there 
were articles ſigned by the candidates, that there 
ſhould be four booths for polling, and all who 
polled to be ſworn : minors not to be polled, and 
each candidate to have a poll book as well as the 
ſheriff's officers : all which was obſerved ; and the 
ſheriff's clerk making miſtakes was diſcharged, and 
another put in his ſtead. That the petitioner deſired 
the poll to be cloſed. That he examined the 3 
books himſelf, and found this difference, in his 
own book: the ſitting member had 14 majority; 
in the ſitting member's 13, and in the ſheriff's 11. 

Heard ſaid, he polled for the fitting member, 
but was not ſet down; and that Mansfield, who 
was excepted to, had a freehold of 40 ſhillings per 
annum. 

Pierſon ſaid, Morſon, who voted for the petitio- 
ner, owned he had but 33 ſhillings per annum, and 
ſaid he would not do ſo again; and Mr. Wootton, 
excepted to, was no madman, but had ; l. a year. 

Lucas Brown ſaid, John Banks voted for the 
ſitting member, but was not in the poll: but it 
was anſwered, there was a miſtake in the entry. 
Peckly ſaid, he polled for the fitting member, but 
is not in two of the books, but was in the third : 
it was anſwered, he was wrote by the name of Peake. 
Stacy ſaid, John Tanet told him he voted for the 
ſitting member, but was wrote down for the peti- 
tioner : and Hitch ſaid the ſame for Panger, as did 


Joſſelyne for William Clark. John Acton faid, 


Robert Dixon was polled twice in the books taken 
by Lord Cutts's clerk. Pike proved, two of the 
Petitioner's voters minors; and Dudley ſaid young 
owned himſelf ſo, and chat George Lee's eſtate was 
his mother's. Viallabar ſaid, Davis had only a 
barber's place to a college, with a ſalary of 61. a 
year; and a ſinging man's place at Ely, and had 
no freehold. Maſon ſaid, Benſon's, Nichol's and 
Calman's freeholds. were not 20 ſhillings per annum: 

alſo Harris, the ſame : but Mallabar ſaid, it might 
be worth 40 ſhillings to dig turf, but not other- 
wiſe : all theſe were lands where they dig turf, but 
no notice proved to be given them to come to the 
committee to juſtify themſelves. Smith ſaid, he 
had lived at Boxworth go years, and knew neither 
Sparrow nor Hurry, who are entered on the poll of 


that place for the petitioner ; but it was anſwer 
he was wrote Sparrow in the ſheriff”s poll book, and 
he did live there, and they believed the other a 
miſtake. Lowes ſaid, there was no Robert Cooling 
of Linton; but it was anſwered, it was of Hinton, 
not Linton, and Cooling was of that place. Joſ- 
ſelyne proved, there was no Francis Harvey of 
who voted; nor could he hear of any ſuch man as 
George Palmer, and both theſe are ſet. in the poll 
for the petitioner. The like evidence was offered 
in regard to Jaggard by Pyke : but the committee 
would not admit ſuch evidence: and the counſel 
on either ſide ſaid, they had none but ſuch left, 
whereof, the counſel on the petitioner's ſide alledged, 
they had many, if the committee would admit them; 
but it was admitted on neither ſide. And upon the 
whole, the committee reſolved 

That the Lord Cutts is not duly elected a knight 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the - ſaid 
county. 

That Sir Ruſhout Cullen, baronet, is duly elected 
a knight to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
county: which reſolutions upon the ſecond reading 
were diſagreed to by the houſe. 

Dec. 23, 1697. A petition of Sir Chriſtopher Hat- 
ton, Sir Richard Bennet, baronets; and other gentle. 
men, freeholders, on behalf of themſelves and other 
freeholders of this county, was read ; ſetting forth, 
that at an election for a knight of the ſhire for this 
county, on the 6th inſtant, Granado Pigot, eſquire, 
was candidate; and about 11 o'clock the poll be- 
gan, and ſeveral freeholders there deſired to poll 
for the ſaid Pigot, but were denied ; and the under- 
ſheriff diſcharged the frecholders about 4 in the 
afternoon, from their attendance at the county court; 
and called the niſi prius court without Mr. Pigot's 
conſent : that before five o'clock the ſheriff began 
to poll again in the Crown- court; and, without pro- 
clamation, about 5 O clock adjourned the poll till 
8 the next morning, without Mr. Pigot's conſent, 
ſeveral freeholders then deſiring to poll for him. 
The petitioners attended at 8 o'clock, but the ſhe- 
riff did not proceed till after 10 o'clock, and gave 


the petitioners ſuch unneceſſary delays, that many 


freeholders were forced to go home without polling: 
that the petitioners have alſo been debarred of their 
Juſt rights and liberties in this election by threats, 
and treats, by perſons both in the commiſſion of 
the peace, and taxes: and praying the conſidera- 
tion of the houſe. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame with their opinion. 

Feb. i. Ordered the report to be made on Friday 
next. 

Ath. Mr. Norris reported the matter touching 
the ſaid election; that the petitioners counſel inſiſt- 
ed on three things; iſt. That Mr. Pigot had on 
the firſt day a great majority of Sir Ruſhout Cullen; 
and that the poll was not rightfully, nor regularly, 
adjourned till the next day. 2. That ſome great 
men had browbeaten and threatned ſome of the 
freeholders, and uſed indirect means to gain votes 
for Sir Ruſhout Cullen. 3. That money had been, 
contrary to the late act, expended upon ſeveral of the 
freeholders, who voted for Sir Ruſhout Cullen. 


That it was agreed, that upon the poll, the firſt 


day, Mr. Pigot had a majority, and oppoſed the 

adjournment ; and called Welbore and Swan, who 

ſaid, the poll began at 11 on the 16th of December: 

that the poll, according to agreement between the 

ſheriff and candidates, was carried on at four mos 
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till about 2 Oclock in the aſternoon, when two of 
the courts were diſcharged, and the two remaining 
were the Crown and niſi prius courts z and about 
half an hour after four, the »if# prias court, and 
the perſons attending, were diſcharged by the ſheriff 
without adjournment till next day, and one was 
polling at that time; that, after the diſcharge of 
the niff prius court, there were two polled at the 
Crown-court, and then it being about a quarter 
before g, the poll there was adjourned to next day 
that the reaſon the ſheriff gave, was, that ſeveral 
could not come, becauſe the waters were out, though 
the witneſſes ſaid, ſeveral came from the ſame 
place that day. Allen Hurrel ſaid, he heard the 
high-ſheriff ſay, Mr. Pigott had the firſt day a 
majority of 150 voices; and believed he would 
carry the day, let them do what they could. Cook 
ſaid, the high-ſheriff declared, after the election, he 
had adviſed upon it, and did not doubt but he was 
ſafe z and that the Earl of Orford had promiſed to 
get him 80 pounds conviction money he was out 
of pocket. — Harriſon ſaid, on the firſt day of elec- 
tion, at the ni prius court, he had his hand upon 
the book, and interided to have polled for Mr. 
Pigot, but was hindered by the adjournment ; but 
polled the fame night in the Crown-court : that, 
being preſent at a meeting of the commiſſioners of 
tax, he heard Mr. Loane, 4 commiſſioner, and 
Juſtice of peace, ſay, Should we elect a man the 
King hath ſet a mark of disfavour upon? the King 
is for having Sir Ruſhout Cullen choſen; but he 
could not ſay, any one was influenced by it : that 
he himſelf voted for Mr. Pigot, and that the mark 
of disfavour was, the putting Mr. Pigot out of 
commiſſion, | | 

Thomas White ſaid, he had no money; but his 
charges were borne to Cambridge by Mr. Marſh, 
who voted for Sir Ruſhout Cullen, and defired his 
vore for him alſo; and that he would not have 
gone without his charges : that the faid Marſh paid 
near half a crown for him ; that Mr. Steward would 
not do it for Mr. Pigot ; that he is a frecholder of 
61. 10s. clear. —Varnham faid, Mr. Loane ſent 
for the freeholders, and ſaid there was an act againſt 
treating, therefore, they paid two pence each; and 
Mr. Loane deſired the freeholders to be for Sir 
Ruſhout Cullen. —ME. Steward ſaid, Mr. Pickering's 
bailiff paid 29 ſhillings for 20 of thoſe who voted 
for Sir Ruſhout Cullen, but ſaid he believed they 
were all of them Mr. Pickering's tenants, or neigh- 
bours.—Sparrow ſaid, on the 1 5th of June, he kept 
a private court for Mr. Holgate ; and Mr. Sizer 
ſent to him, and they dined together ; and Mr. 
Sizer ſent for ſeveral freeholders ; that five or ſix 
came, of which only three had buſineſs at the court ; 
and on account of the freeholders, they had a 
quarter of Iamb extraordinary; that Mr. Sizer re- 
commended Sir Ruſhout Cullen; and there being 
ſeveral tenants, he paid 10s. and Mr. Sizer 6s. 
that he voted for Mr. Pigot ; but he knew, three of 
the frecholders then preſent, voted for Sir Ruſhout 
Cullen. g 

Baker ſaid, he kept the Crown inn at Cambridge, 
and, on the election day, Mr. F rampton paid him 
between 3 and 4 pounds for 20 men who came 
from Newmarket; but could not ſay, it was by 


direction of Sir Ruſhout Cullen, or his agents. 
Porter ſaid, he was preſent . a bowl of punch; 
it being court time, when Mr. Rowland treated his 
tenants; and Mr. Rowland aſked his vote for Sir 
Ruſhout Cullen, and he ſaid he would vote as his 
neighbours, Flavel ſaid, he was a freeholder and 
came to poll the firſt day for Mr. Pigot, but was 


hindred by the adjourhment of the poll; but ſaid, 
It was candle-light, and his maſter could not ſpare 
him next day; fo he did not poll. Ellington ſaid, 
he kept the White Bear inn, and a gentleman un- 
known to him gave to 16 mer, who came from 
Laverington five or ſix ſhillings each, openly in the 
yard, and heard them ſay they would vote for Sit 
Ruſhout Cullen; that he told this to ſomebody 
about 10 days before he attended the committee; 
but could not remember to whom. 

Thomas Dareſly, Robert Nun, and Dr. Creſnall, 
ſaid, they made a coritribution of 36 s. for the 
freeholders, who voted for Sir Ruſhout Cullen, to 
drink together before they ſet out, and towards 
their charges; that it was ſpent at the Bull amongſt 
50 but it did not appear that Sir Ruſhout Cullen 
ordered, or ſubſcribed, towards it. Dingley Aſkhani 
ſaid, he was ill treated by the Lord Cutts at the 
election. 1 . 

Barnes and Flack ſaid, that Lord Cutts ſaid Mr. 
Drake had done ſomething about the adjournment of 
the court the night before, which would amount to a 
riot; and he ſhould hear of it in the houſe of com- 
mons : and Flack further ſaid, he aſked ſome to vote 
for Mr. Pigot, but they ſaid, they durſt not, for they 
were afraid of Mr. Loane; and particularly Hill 
and Adams faid ſo; but he could not ſay, he ever 
heard Mr. Loane threaten them: Adams ſtaid at 
home; and Hill voted for Mr. Pigot. Walcham 
faid, ſome of Wiſbich ſide were at the election on 
Thurſday, particularly Robert Gun, who lived at 
March, and the heriff and believes the roads were 
better on Wedneſday than on Friday, becauſe of 
the froſt ; for though there was a break in the mid- 
dle level, the roads were never the worſe. 

The petitioners produced two letters of the Earl 
of Orford's without ſubſcription, recommending, 
thereby Sir Ruſhout Cullen, and informing that Mr. 
Pigot had not ſigned the aſſociation. Hogs 

For the ſitting member was called Sir H. Picker- 
ing, who ſaid, he was there all the election; and 
near five o'clock on Thurſday came a meſſage from 
the Crown-court to the nifi privs court, and bid 
them adjourn and come to the other court ; but 
one Drake ſaid, we will not be adjourned, we would 
fain ſee who will adjourn us: upon which, the 
ſheriff came and adjourned the court till next morn- 
ing at 8 o'clock ; and he thought it time; for the 
tapſters, &c. were drunk, and the people began to 
throw ſquibs : that Mr. Pigot was in the court next 
morning, and polled, as near as Sir H. Pickering 
could judge, about 80; and after, went into the 
chamber, where his friends caſt up the poll with the 
others ; that on Friday morning, Mr. Pigot would 
have had the poll cloſed ; but the ſheriff ſaid he 
was an iſle of Ely man, and he knew it impoſſible 
for the people of that ſide to come the day before; 
Baily ſaid, he was at the mf prius court, and when 
a clerk for Sir Ruſhout Cullen brought orders, it 
was adjourned ; and Drake oppoſed it. Bellamy ſaid, 
that Twelves, and others brought word to his houſe, 
the banks were broke; and if they had been broke 
near them, as he thought at firſt, it would have 
been impoſſible for them to have ſtirred, and they 
agreed not to ſtir that day; and ſent a meſſenger 
to deſire the court might be adjourned till next day. 

Mr. Loane ſaid, the meeting, ſpoke of by Harriſon, 
was to receive the aſſeſſment, but their clerk being 
abſent, they did no buſineſs that day; that he did 
declare for Sir Ruſhout Cullen, but uſed no threats, 
or promiſes of reward; nor treated, nor had any 
ſuch directions from Sir Ruſhout; that he had no 
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directions from the court, to give a character of Mr. 
Pigot; but believed he might ſay, that he thought 
Sir Ruſhout Cullen to be the more proper man; and 
that it would look like an affront, the King having 
ſet a mark of diſpleaſure on Mr. Pigot, in ſo lately 
diſplacing him: that he believed, Mr. Pigot did 
ſign the aſſociation after it became a law, but not 
before; having objected againſt the words e right- 
ful and lawful,” and the word ** revenge.” 

That, upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Sir Ruſhout Cullen, baronet, is duly elected 
a knight to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
county : which being twice read, was agreed to by 
the houſe. 

A motion was made to reſolve, That the 2 
was frivolous and vexatious : but dif: 

March 30, 1715. A petition of — | Pint 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this county, the petitioner, John Jenyns, and John 
Bromley, eſquires, were candidates: that before, 
and at, the ſaid election, the ſaid Mr. Jenyns and 
Mr. Bromley, and agents, were guilty of bribery, 
in order to be elected; and they are returned ac- 
cordingly, although the ſheriff never declared them 
to be duly elected; and the ſaid Mr. Bromley re- 
fuſed to take the oath of his qualification, -he being 
requeſted to take the ſame : and praying &c. 

It was moved to be heard at the bar, but diſa- 
greed to. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 
of, and report the ſame with their opinion. 

March 5, 1716. The ſame petition again read, 
and referred in like manner. 

April 3, 1717. Ordered, leave to withdraw it. 


CAMBRIDGE Town. 


6 © HIS is the capital town of the county of this 
name, was a corporation in the time of 
King Henry the firſt, and had a mayor in the time 
of Henry the third. The parliament was held here 
in the 12th of Richard the ſecond, and it has re- 
turned burgeſſes thereto from the 26th of Edward 
the firſt, — As to its antient method of election, Mr. 
Bohun, in his collections, writes, the burgeſſes were 
choſen in the county-court, in the 2d of Henry the 
fifth; 4th, 6th, 11th, 14th, and 29th of Henry the 


ſixth; and 17th of Edward the fourth. 


In the 2d of Henry the fifth, that election was by 
12 electors only, ex aſſenſu totins communitatis burgt ; 


but after that, only eight electors are mentioned in 


25 Hen. 
VI. 


the return, and ſo they continued until the 22d of 
Edward the fourth. But in the return, 27 and 
29 Hen. VI, there are only eight electors (named) 
for the community of the borough, according to 
the cuſtom of the liberty of the town. This is the 
account as wrote by Mr. Bohun; but, | 
I find an indenture in the 25th of Henry the ſixth, 
which recites, the writ was directed to the mayor, 
and four bailiffs ; and the return of the election was 
made by fourteen bu 
indenture ſee in the Appendix): but this method of 
election is now altered, as will appear by the follow- 


ing memoirs. 


March 22, 1620. Sir Robert Phillipps:— That 
-the mayor for Cambridge, Mr. Foxton, hath re- 


turned himſelf. 


Upon queſtion, Mr. Foxton being mayor at the 


time of his election, to be removed, and a new 
writ, without one negative. 


March 29, 1679. A petition of Sir Thomas Willis, 
baronet, and Roger Pepys, eſquire; complaining of 


* 


therein named (which 


undue practices in the election of burgeſſes for this 
borough, to ſerve in this preſent - parliament ; was 
read. 

Reſolved, &c. that it be referred to the conſide- 
ration of the committee of privileges and elections 
to examine, and report the matter with their opini- 
on: but no report appears to have been made. 

Nov. 25, 1708. A petition of Thomas Bendyſhe, 
eſquire, was read ; ſetting forth, that at the late 
election of 3 to ſerve in parliament for this 
town, the petitioner, John Hind Cotton, and Sa- 
muel Shepheard, eſquires, were candidates; and the 
petitioner was there duly choſen by a majority of 
legal votes, though ſeveral ſuch were unduly hinder- 
ed from voting for him : that not only by force 
and violence, but alſo by bribery, treating after the 
writ, and other undue practices before the election, 
an unprecedented number (moſt ſtrangers) were 
made freemen; whereby a majority was gained on 
the poll by the other candidates; ſo that the peti- 
tioner was not returned, as he ought to have been : 
and praying relief, &c. 

Ordered, that the merits of tke ſaid election, and 
return, be heard upon Tueſday, the 22d day of 
February next. 

Nov. 23,1709. The petition of Thomas Bendyſhe, 
eſquire, was renewed (in ſubſtance the ſame with 
the former) and ordered, to be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections to examine, and 
report the matter, with their opinion, to the houſe. 

Feb. 7. Ordered, that the report be received on 
Thurſday next. 

gth. Mr. Compton reported, that the committee 
had examined the matter, and the numbers on the 
poll were, | 

For John Hind Cotton, my Guing I25, 

Mr. Shepard, members, } 101; 

The petitionen— — 80. 
The counſel for the petitioner admitted, that Mr. 
Cotton was duly elected; but inſiſted, he had a ma- 
jority of Mr. Shepard, of ſuch perſons, as were qua- 
lified to vote; and that Mr. Shepard's election was 
obtained by bribery, and other illegal practices. 
And alſo inſiſted, that the right of election is in 
ſuch freemen only, as had a right to their freedom 
by birth, ar ſervice, or who were admitted to their 
freedom by redemption, or purchaſe, and who did 
not receive alms, or any other charity. The coun- 
ſel for the ſitting members inſiſted, that the right 
of election is in the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, or 
freemen, at large. 

For the petitioner, they called, 

Thomas Gale; who ſaid, he had been a freeman 
22 years; and that the right of election is in the 
mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes, who had a right to 
freedom by birth, or ſervice ; or who have it by 
purchaſe ; and that he hath inſpected the antient 
books of the town, being aſſiſted therein by Mr. 
John York, and finds, that, for 62 years paſt,- there 
is no mention made of any honorary freemen made 
there, till King James the ſecond's time, when the 
late Lord Dover, and about eighty more perſons, 
were made ſuch by a new ſet of magiſtracy ; and 


has been preſent at ſeveral elections for this town, 


when many of theſe perſons demanded. to poll, but 
were always refuſed. 

That in the year 1706-7, the then mayor dying 
about ſix weeks before his mayoralty expired, one 
Mr. Fox was choſe mayor for the remainder of the 
time ; wherein two honorary freemen were made, 


viz. Mr, Francis Shepard, and Mr. Gatward : and 


in 'Mr, Fowles's time, the next mayor, 11 or 12 
3 honorary 
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honorary freemen were made, ſix whereof were of therefore they were all welcome: and they voted fot 
London, and the reſt country gentlemen ; and two the fitting member. 
more were admitted, when Mr. Fox, ſenior, was Joſeph Thompſon ſaid, his father dying, he went 
mayor: and that all the ſaid honorary freemen, ſo to the hall to demand his freedom by inheritance, 
admitted after 1706-7, voted for Mr. Shepard. but was often put off, till he pretended he was for 
That the fine, upon a freeman's admiſſion by pur- Mr. Shepard; when Mr. Fox, the town<-clerk, 
chaſe, is 101. but is often mitigated according to faid, if he had thought ſo before, he ſhould have 
circumſtances of the perſon, his own fine being re- had it forthwith : but he voted for the petitioner. 
duced to 40 8. Thomas Sanders ſaid, that his father falling ſick: 
The ſaid Gale being aſked, in what hand, and after he had promiſed to vote for the petitioner, 
language, the old books were wrote; he anſwered, the town-clerk, and others, came to him, and per- 
in court hand, and in Engliſh. ſuaded him to vote for the fitting members, and 
The ſaid books being produced, the admittances gave him five ſhillings, and Rumball (Mr. She- 
to freedoms appeared to be in Latin. pard's vintner) ſent him home ſome wine; but 
Mr. York ſaid, That all freemen have voted, ex- threatned him, in caſe he would not vote, as ex- 
cept thoſe honorary freemen, that were made in pected, that they would ruin him, by taking out 
King James the ſecond's time. © executions on two judgments that lay againſt him in 
The counſel for Mr. Shepard called Sir John the mayor's court; and Rumball having got an aſ- 
Cotton (the recorder) and Mr. Ewin; who ſaid, fignment of his arrears of rent, threatned to ſeize 
they were freemen of this town, and know, that all his goods; to avoid which, he promiſed his vote 
all free burgeſſes always voted, whether they lived for Mr. Shepard, and was accordingly taken out of 
in, or out of, the town, excepting thoſe admitted bed, and carried to poll by Rumball's ſervants : and 
in King James the ſecond's time. The recorder the town-clerk told him, he had been with ſeveral 
ſaid alſo, that he has known honorary freemen ad- others, who had buſineſs in the mayor's court, to 
mitted for this town, for 40 years paſt; and Sir get their votes for Mr. Shepard in the ſame man- 
William Wren, and Sir Thomas Hatton, and 20 ner. 
more, were admitted as ſuch in King Charles the That afterwards, he had one Lindſay in his cuſto- 
ſecond's time; and knows, that all ſuch (excepting dy, who was confined on a verdict of 35 l. damages, 
thoſe made in King James the ſecond's time) always at the ſuit of the petitioner, for abuſing him with 
voted : that he has ſerved for this town in ſeveral the ſcandal of bribery ; and whilſt he was in cuſtody, 
parliaments z and they were admitted to poll, and {-veral of Mr. Shepard's friends promiſed to make 
was choſe by them. | him eaſy ; and one Pike, who is concerned for Mr. 
The town-books being produced, there appeared Shepard, gave a note for the payment of the ſaid 
ſeveral admittances of perſons to freedoms for the 351. - 
ſaid town, gratis, or with remittances of their fines, That the paſtea of the verdict was produced, and 
in Queen Elizabeth, and King James the firſt's admitted. 
time, and in King Charles the ſecond's reign. Sell Craſk ſaid, that one Thurlow, who lives in 
Upon this evidence, the committee reſolved ; the Mint, told him, that he had promiſed his vote 
That the right of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve in 1 -£:5/\.e petitioner, but was perſuaded by the friends 
parliament for this town, is in the mayor, bailiffs, of Mr. Shepard to promiſe to vote for him; and 
and freemen, not receiving alms. | they gave him twelve ſhillings, and promiſed to pay 
Then the counſel for the petitioner proceeded to all charges of his journey. | 
diſqualify ſeveral of the fitting member's votes, for Joſeph Wilſon ſaid, that Mr. Shepard aſked him 
bribery, and treating after the teſte of writz and for his vote, but he ſaid he durſt not go to Cam- 
called for that purpoſe, | bridge, for he owed g 1. 5s. 4d. to Mr. Halſtead, 
Jones; who ſaid, that being a freeman, promiſed and to Mr. Pike 3 J. 3s.; and that Mr. Shepard 
to vote for the petitioner ;- but the evening before told him, he ſhould: be made eaſy, and he would 
the election, being called by one Parker, and an- get him a diſcharge of thoſe debts. ' | 
other (as he ſaid to a cuſtomer) he went to the That, when be came there, he was employed by 
Magpy alehouſe ; where they treated him with beer, a friend of the petitioner's ; but, when he told him, 
to the value of 12d, or 18d. and then went with he could not vote for him, he was turned off; 
them into the Black Bear inn; where he ſaw Mr. whereupon, applying himſelf to Mr. Shepard, and 
| Good, Mr. Wenda, and about 12 more of Mr; his friends, they promiſed him work; and Mr. 
Shepard's friends, and ſupped with them; and was Shepard telling him he durſt not give him money, 
there made drunk, and put to bed in the inn; and becauſe that would keep him out of the houſe of 
when he would have got out in the morning, to go commons, and Pike only telling him, he would nor 
to the election, he was locked in; and, when the trouble him for his debt, he did not depend on 
door was opened, the ſaid Parker, &c. plied him ſo their promiſes, but voted for the petitioner. 
hard with hot pots, that, when he was brought to Charles Peircy ſaid, that one Glover's daughter | 
the election, he voted for the ſitting member, con- was indicted, and fined 4 J. for taking unlawful in- 
trary to his former intention; and for this, he hav- tereſt ; and he, demanding it, was told by Sir John li 
ing a large quantity of meat in his ſhop the morn- Cotton, and Mr. Shepard, ſhe ſhould not pay it: | | 
ing of the election, it was all fetched to Mr. Rum- her father voted for Mr. Shepard. | 
ball's (a vintner, and ſervant to Mr. Shepard) tavern, George Flower ſaid, that Charles Roper told him, 1 
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who paid him a halfpenny per pound above the that Mr. Shepard, Sir John Cotton, and the mayor, 

market price for the ſame. Fe: got him -out of gaol, or he might have remained | 
John Davis ſaid, that on the 28th of April, 1708, there for life. And Jacob Martin ſaid, Roper owed | 
he, being at the Roſe tavern in Cambridge, ſaw 44 l. to the corporation, and he was abated 24 l. | 
Mr. Warder, and Mr. Hill ; who called for wine, thereof ; and heard Sir John Cotton ſay to Roper, _ 
and would have paid for it ; but Rumball told them, he ſhould be made eaſy as to the reſt, if he voted : 
he had orders from his maſter (Shepard) to treat all for Mr. Shepard ; and was made one of the ſerje- ; 1 
his friends; and he took them to be ſuch, and ants of mace. 
Charles | 
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Charles Inman ſaid, Richard Sanders being fined 
for keeping a diſorderly houſe, he heard the town- 
clerk tell him, if he voted for the ſitting members, 
he ſhould diſcharge him from any farther proſe- 
cution z but he refuſing to vote for both, the town- 
clerk took but 13s. and 4d. from him, upon his 
promiſe to vote for Mr, Shepard. 

Gale ſaid, he ſeeing Mr. Shepard talking with 
Morley's wife, and giving her ſomething, aſked, 
if that was all the money ſhe had given her? ſhe 
replied, ſhe could have more, when ſhe wanted it. 

That he heard Thomas Good often promiſe to 
vote for the petitioner, and was ready to go down 
ſo to do; but notwithſtanding, Mr. Bendyſh would 
give no money, he told him, he had two guineas 
for himſelf from Mr. Shepard, and 12 s. for his 
horſe, and his charges borne on the road, and for 
that reaſon he voted for Mr. Shepard. 

That John.. Spurling (a porter in the Strand) 
promiſed to vote for Mr. Bendiſh; but he was 
taken off by Mr. Shepard's giving him a guinea, 
and 128. for his horſe; and he went down, and 
voted for the ſitting members; and, the morning 
after the election, underſtanding that Good had more 
than he, for going down to vote, he applied for 
more money; and Mr. Parker told him, he had a 
guinea for him; but not content with that, he got 
another of Mr. Chamberlaine, who were Mr. She- 
pard's friends; and he was with them in the tavern 
at the ſame time. 

Mr. Davis ſaid, that Spurling had. promiſed Tn 
to vote for Mr. Bendiſh, but was taken off by Mr, 
Shepard, who gave him three guineas, and 12 8. 
for horſe-hire, for which reaſon he voted for him; 
and ſince promiſed him 10 1. more, after the cauſe 
ſhould be over before the committee, for the ſervice 
he had done him, 

Mary Curd ſaid, that the town-clerk, and Lindſey 
offered her huſband 5 1. for his vote for Mr. Shep- 
ard, and Mr. Cotton; and when he told them he 
was engaged, they forcibly carried him away in a 
coach to the Bear, where he was locked up: all 
night, and made fuddled, and keeping him hot, he 
voted for Mr. Shepard, but had nothing for his 
vote: that ſhe being arreſted for 44 s. ſhe aſked of 
Mr. Shepard for the money, he had promiſed ; he 
told her he would give her none, bur, if ſhe of- 
fered to give evidence againſt him, ſhe ſhould rot 
ö I: ORs ana02o 
town, 

Mr. John Welbore faid, that Mr. Shepard, ſeni- 
or, keeps the Roſe tavern in Cambridge, and Mr. 
Rumball, an alderman, manages it for him; where 
a club is kept of a majority of the aldermen, and 
common council- men, who have the ſole power of 
the corporation, and make who they pleaſe, ee 
freemen. - 

That Mr. Shepard, by * treating this dub, 
got into their favour, and was admitted a candidate, 
after he had given them as much wine, as wouks 
have drowned them. | 

That the club, to ſerve Mr. Shepard; be 
make 11 honorary freemen; four of whom, . 
with him from London. 

That the ſitting member, inne e 
of his election, applied himſelf to thoſe, who had 
promiſed the petitioner ; and, in a day or two, pre- 
vailed with 16 of theſe to vote for him, particularly 
Morley, who voted for him, after: he had promiſed 
Doctor Coville to vote for the petitioner. 

That Joſeph Lyndſey. told him, Mr. Shepard 
had * him money, to diſpoſe of for votes, and 

2 


would lay it out among the freemen, and ſecure his 


if the petitioner would give him 5 or 10 l. be 


election ; but, upon his telling him, the petitioner 
would give no money on any account, relating to 
the election, Lyndſey, in revenge, went about the 
town with ſome in his hands, and ſaid he 
had them of the petitioner for his vote; for which 
ſcandal the petitioner brought his action againſt 
him, and recovered 35 1. coſts and damages. 

That on the election day, juſt as the poll began, 
he looked upon his watch, and found it was a 
quarter after eleven, and the poll ended juſt about 
twelve o'clock; and that, during the height of the 
poll, there were two proclamations made, and a- 
bout half a quarter of an hour the 3d and laſt pro- 
clamation was made; and in two or three minutes 
adjourned to the parlour, for half an hour; and 
one Wiſeman coming in two minutes after, de- 
manded to be polled for the petitioner; as alſo 
did John Sell; and Wiſeman's name was taken 
down, but Mr. Shepard ordered it to be ſtruck out; 
and Sell was refuſed; and then the poll was caſt 


up. 

Francis Piercy, eſquire, ſaid, that Joſeph Lind- 
ſey, defired him to apply to the petitioner, to give 
him 5 or 101. to diſtribute among the freemen, 
and he would make the ſame intereſt for him as he 
had done for Mr. Shepard, who had given him 
ſeveral five pounds for that purpoſe; and Robert 
Allen (who is fince dead) told him, that he had 
the liberty to go to the Roſe tavern every morning, 
for half a year before the election, and calling for 
ſack without paying for it; and for that reaſon, 
he thought himſelf obliged, in gratitude, to vote 
for Mr. Shepard, though he had promiſed to vote 
for the petitioner : it appeared, by the poll, that 
he had vored for the petitioner and Mr. Shepard. 

Thomas Saunders faid, that Edward Morley told 
him, he went to Mr. Shepard for money; but, he 
not being at home, his father gave him 20 ſhillings; 
and that Dr, Coville ſuing him for 51. he had 
money given him, to diſcharge the fame, and might 
have had enough to have paid the coſts alſo, if he had 
had the bill in time. 

John Brook ſaid, that the ſaid Morley owned, 
ke had a guinea of Mr. Shepard before he polled; 
and, one guinea after, to drink his health. 

Sell Craft faid, that James Whitlock told him, 
he had promiſed to vote for the petitioner; but, 
being employed to take the poll, he had two gui- 
neas for it, and voted for Mr. Shepard: the poll 
held about three quarters of mn hour. 

Mr. Gale faid; that he was with Francis Webb, 
when he was Aud for his vote for Mr. Shepard by 
Mr. Rumball ; and, upon his promiſing, he ſaw 
Mr. Craddock give him his coat, and Rumbal! 
gave him an hat, wig, waiſtcoat, breeches, ſtock- 
mgs, and ſhoes, about two months before the 

The er's counſel then went upon the 
head of alms; and called, 

Francis Peirey; who faid, that Richard Nichol- 
fon received two ſhillings a week, as alms, of the 
pariſh where he lives : which was admitted: 

Thomas Saunders, and Mr. York ſaid, that 
Munns is a poor chair-maker, and has had ſacra- 
ment money; and is ſo poor, that the pariſh hath 
more than once raiſed money, to pay his debts, 
nnr 


And, that Stephen Perry lives in an alms-houſe, 


as keeper thereof, and lives rent- free: that he ** 
wel, 
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well, but takes his ſhare in the charity of the 


baſket. 
For the ſitting member, it was inſiſted, that, he 


had the majority on the poll, and that bribery could 
not be proved by hearſay. 

That, he is id far from being a ſtranger to Cam- 
bridge, that he was recommended by the ancient 
family of the Cottons, and agreed to be a candidate 
by the corporation and that, the petitioner, ſeldom 
reſides in the county. 

That the petitioner gained ſeveral of his votes 
by bribery, and promiſe of places : To prove which, 
they called, 

Hugh Crogan ; who ſaid, that he intended to 
have voted for Mr. Shepard ; but Mr. Jordan aſked 
him, for a ſingle vote for the petitioner, and ſaid, 
he ſhould have 40 ſhillings; and, to induce him ſo 
to do, Captain Love promiſed to get up his bond 
of 12 1. which he owed to one Stanton 16 or 17 
years : upon which he went to Mr. Shepard, and 
diſengaged himſelf, who bid him pleaſe himſelf : 
upon which Jordan paid him the 40 ſhillings, and 
he voted ſingly for the petitioner ; but has not his 
bond delivered up, by means of Captain Love's 
death, who undertook to get it for him. 

That Jordan went to ſea about 12 months ſince; 
and that he never had any gratuity, or promiſe, 
from the ſitting member. 

In anſwer to this, a paper was read, ſigned by 
Crogan, which he owned he wrote ; and wherein, 

He teſtifies, that Joſeph Lindſey offered him 3 1. 
to vote for Mr. Shepard, or get him as much mo- 
ney, as would take up his bond from Stanton; and 
that Morley told him, he had received 5 1. for 
voting for Mr. Shepard, which Lindſey owned, he 
had paid to the ſaid Morley. 

But Crogan ſaid, he never knew the contents of 
the ſaid paper, till he heard it now read; but was ſent 
for to the petitioner, where was preſent only Mr. 
Gale; and they deſired him to ſign a paper, which, 
they ſaid, would do them ſervice; and he, not 
ſuſpecting any thing, ſigned it. 

And, to confront Crogan, Gale was called; who 
ſaid, the petitioner drew it from Crogan's own 
mouth; and it was read over to him, before it was 
ſigned : which Crogan abſolutely denied. 

Henry Cole ſaid, that Thomas Gale aſked his 
vote for the petitioner, and threatned him, on re- 
fuſal, in reſpect of ſome debts, he then owed in 
town; but if he would vote, he would undertake 
for his preferment; and, ordered him to come 
to the petitioner, who told him, he would try to 
get him a tide-waiter's place; wherefore he voted 
for him : and after he voted, he aſked Gale for 
ſome money, who carried him to an inn where 
the petitioner was ; and a gentleman Gale brought 
to him, gave him ten ſhillings ; otherwiſe he ſhould 
have voted for Mr. Shepard. / 

Mr. Mitchell ſaid, he lived about 40 miles from 
Cambridge, and deſigned to have voted for both 
the ſitting members, as he had formerly done for 
Mr. Cotton's family ; but Mr. Martin of Ely pro- 
miſed him, by letter, 4 guineas, which Stanton con- 
firmed, if he would vote for the petitioner ; and, 
after he voted, he went to Mr. Stanton, who was 
to have paid him, but gave him only 10 ſhillings, 
telling him, he could afford no more, the petitio- 
ner having loſt the day, though his journey, and 

attendance, coſt him two guineas ; and he ſince 
giving the letter (in which the promiſe was made) 
to one Creamer, an attorney of Lyn, to ſue upon 


never had any money, or promiſe, fror the ſitting 
members. 

Joſeph Lindſey ſaid, that Mr. Gale aſked his 
vote for the petitioner, and offered him 1001. to 
be lent, without intereſt, for a. year or two; and, 
when the petitioner came into the country, Lindſey 
aſked him for ſuch money ; but not being able to 
give ſuch ſecurity, as the petitioner expected, he 
offered him only the loan of 20 l. which he did 
not take. 

That Doctor Butler, a divine, aſked him what 
he ſhould give him for his ſingle vote for the peti- 
tioner : Lindſey aſked ſix guineas, and to have 
the liberty of voting for Mr. Shepard alſo; and 
that the Doctor gave him the ſix guineas, and he 
voted accordingly. 

That he never had any money, or treats, from 
Mr. Shepard. Elizabeth Richardſon, ſaid, that 
Doctor Butler borrowed of Mrs. Wenda (her miſtreſs) 
ſix guineas; which, he ſaid he was to give to Jo- 
ſeph Lindſey, to promote an intereſt for the peti- 
tioner ; and he afterwards told her, that Lindſey 
had taken the money and publiſhed it abroad; but 
that he would not diſcover he had the money from 
her. 

Edward Stevenſon ſaid, that the petitioner aſked 
his vote; and Mrs. Love threatened him, if he did 
not vote for the petitioner, ſhe would lay him in 
goal for what he owed her; but, if he would vote 
for him, he ſhould have time to pay the money. 

Richard Saunders faid, he kept a publick houſe 
at the laſt election in Cambridge, and Mr. Gale 


with Mr. Stanton, came to him the day before the 
election, and ſolicited him for his and his friends 


votes for the petitioner, bidding him let all the pe- 


titioner's voters, eat and drink what they would, 


he would pay it ; and he has received part of the 
money of Gale. AT | 

Simon Yarrengton ſaid, that he ſaw the petitio- 
ner, Mr. Welbore, Mr. York, and Mr. Wells, the 
day before the election, take Mr. Day into a par- 
lour; where they aſked his vote for the petitioner, 
telling him, if he would do fo, he ſhould have the 
carriage of Mr. Turner of Lynn's wine, which 
would be worth 1501. a year; and threatened to 
keep him there all night, till the election the next 
day; and York ſaid, he ſhould have 501. without 
intereſt, after he had voted : but he voted for the 
ſitting member. 

Abigael Allen faid, that her huſband had an 
hat, and coat, for voting for the petitioner. 

James Pymm ſaid, that, the night before the 
election, Mr. Jones came to the Black Bear; and 
told the ſaid Pymm, that he was offered, the cuſtom 
of the Falcon club, if he would vote for the peti- 
tioner ; and that the ſaid Jones deſired one Parker 
to lock him up, that he might have an excuſe for 
not doing it; and was deſired by the petitioner's 
friends to report falſe evidence, to hurt the fitting 
members election. 

And further ſaid, that Mr. Curd being ſick, it 
was at his own deſire, that he was removed, to 
the Black Bear, the night before the election, to be 
freed from the petitioner, and his friends, importu- 
nities ; and his wife told Pymm, if he had ſigned 
any paper, it was impoſed on him ; and that Good, 
Spurling, and Morley, told him, they never re- 
ceived any thing of Mr. Shepard. 
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Mr. Rumball denied treating on Mr. Shepard's 


account, and ſaid he ordered all his drawers not to 
draw any wine, without being paid. 


the promiſe, the ſaid Creamer ſtifled it: that he Thomas Fox, junior, the town-clerk, ſaid, he 
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knows Thomas Saunders ; but never threatned his 
father, or gave him any thing for his vote; and 
that meeting Mr. Gale, two days before the electi- 
on, he aſked him for 40 l. which he owed him; 
who ſaid, he had expended ſo much money on the 
petitioner's account, that he could not pay him 
then, but would the next week, when he expected 
to receive money of the petitioner : and that he 
went with the mayor, to wait on the petitioner, he 
ſending for them; when the petitioner aſked the 
mayor for his intereſt, he told him, it was too late, 
for he was engaged for the ſitting member : - the 
petitioner then deſired the mayor, to give his officers 
leave to vote for him; ſaying, if the ſitting mem- 
bers had more friends, than he had, below, he had 
more, than they, above; and, if he loſt his electi- 
on, he would give the corporation the trouble of 
attending his petition in the houſe of commons. 

Sir John Cotton ſaid, he was ſo far from influ- 
encing Roper's vote for the ſitting member, in 
Cambridge-gaol, that he never was in the gaol in 
his life, nor doth he know Roper, if he ſees him. 

Mr. Cole ſaid, he was crier at the poll; which 
was carried on as uſual; and four proclamations 
made accordingly ; and no body appearing, to poll, 
the court was adjourned into the parlour, adjoining 
to the town-hall, to caſt up the books, as had been 
formerly done; and that the poll held two or three 
hours. 

Mr. Charles Chambers ſaid, he took the poll; 
and never was at a fairer election; and Wiſeman 
and Sell did not come till it was over, wherefore 
they were not polled, but came afterwards to the 
parlour, where none were ever admitted to poll, 

In reply for the petitioner, the counſel read the 
record in the action againſt Joſeph Lindſey ; where- 
by, it appeared that the words he was convicted of 
(holding three guineas in his hand) were, as fol- 
low : 

„ Theſe guineas, and two more, and two half 
«© guineas, are Mr, Bendiſh his money, and were 
„given me, to vote for him; and he has bought 
« my vote, and he ſhall have it.“ 

That Lindſey was found guilty, and 40 8. da- 
mages given againſt him; which, with coſts, a- 
mounted to 35 l. 

And, to prove the ſix guineas, given to Lindſey, 
was neither by the petitioner's order, or knowledge, 
they called, 

Dr. Butler; who ſaid, that he meeting with 
Lindſey, told him, if he would engage to procure 
20 votes for the petitioner, and Mr. Shepard, he 
would give him fix guineas for that purpoſe ; which 
Lindſey undertaking, he gave him the money, with- 
out the petitioner's privity, or knowledge ; and 
that he gave it purely, out of the regard he had 
for the petitioner's family, whoſe grandfather had 
treated him with an extraordinary kindneſs, when a 
youth, and upon no other account whatever. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

2. That John Hind Cotton, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a burgels, to ſerve in parliament for this town. 

3. That Samuel Shepard, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament for this town. 

The 1ſt and ad reſolutions were read a ſecond 
time, and agreed to but the gd wes difegreed 0 
on a diviſion. 

Reſolved, that Thomas Bendyſh, eſquire, is not 


duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parli- 


ament for this town. 
Reſolved, that the ſaid election is a void election; 
and a new writ was ordered. | 


July 8, 1712. A warrant ordered for a new writ, 
in the room of Sir John Hynd Cotton, made 3 
commiſſioner of trade and plantations. 

March 26, 1715. A petition of Samuel Shepheard, 
Junior, and John Jenyns, junior, eſquires, complain. 
ing of an undue election and return · for this town, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election for this 
town, Sir John Hind Cotton, baronet, and Thomas 
Sclater, eſquire, and the petitioners, were candi- 
dates: that Charles Chambers, mayor of the ſaid 
town, with others, took upon themſelves to make 
ſeveral perſons free, contrary to, and in violation 
of, the antient conſtitution of the ſaid town : and 
that the ſaid Sir John Hind Cotton, and Thomas 
Sclater, and their agents, are guilty of bribery, 
and other practices; by which proceedings they were 
returned, although the petitioners were duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

April. 4. A complaint being made to the houſe, 
That the mayor of this town being ſerved with an 
order of the committee of privileges and elections, 
for permitting Mr. Shepheard, and Mr. Jenyns, or 
their agents, to inſpect the records, charters, and 
publick books and writings, of the ſaid town 

Mr. Joſeph Pyke, and Mr. John York, were call- 
ed in; and examined at the bar: and the order of 
the committee was read. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Charles Chambers, mayor of 
this town, having refuſed to obey the order of the 
committee of privileges and elections, for permit- 
ting Samuel Shepheard, junior, and John Jenyns, 
junior, eſquires, or their agents, to inſpect the re- 
cords, charters, and publick books and writings, of 
the ſaid town, be, for his ſaid contempt, taken into 
the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this 
houſe. 

May 23. Ordered, that the report of the election 
for this town, be received on Friday morning next. 

27th. Mr. Hampden reported the matter on the 
petition of Mr. Shepherd, and Mr. Jenyns, as fol- 
lows; viz. 

That it was agreed, That this town is a corporati- 
on by preſcription ; and that the right of election 
is in all freemen, not receiving alms. 

The poll was ; for Sir John Hind Cotton, 196 : 
Mr. Sclater, 175 : Mr. Shepheard, 156: Mr. je- 
nyns, 105, 

That the petitioners counſel objected to 61 of 
the ſitting members voters; viz. 36 as diſqualified 
freemen ; 23 for bribery ; one under age; and one 
receiving alms : 

That on the head of the diſqualified freemen, it 


was alledged, there are two courts held in the town: 


one called the general common day, the other the 
private, or ſummoned, common day : 
That the general common day is held five times 


yearly, on particular days appointed by the charter, 


when the corporation aſſemble without ſummons ; 
and the private, or ſummoned, common day, is 
held as often as the mayor thinks fit ; of which, they 
inſiſted, there ought to be a reaſonable ſummons, by 
one day's notice at leaſt ; and that no freemen could 
be admitted, but at one of theſe general, or ſum- 
moned, common days, when a majority of the al- 
dermen, being ſix at leaſt, muſt be preſent : 

That they produced the following inſtances in the 
town-books ; 


In Phil. et Mar. eight ſummoned common days | 


held ; VIZ, 


One, 
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One, præſentibus majore, aldermannis, baltvis, et 
8. nother, coram majore, et balivis, necnon Roberto 
Smith, uno aldermannorum villa prædictæ, et aliis 
aldermannorum, ac etiam magna congregatione burgen- 
um vill.e, prout mos eft : | 

Another, coram majore et balivis, necnon illi- 
elmo Haſſell, uno aldermannorum, prout mos eſt : 

Another, præſentibus majore, aldermannis, bali vis, 
24, et communitate : — 

Another, præſentibus majore, aldermannis, et 24: 

Another, coram majore et balivis, necnon Roberto 
Chapman, uno aldermannorum, prout mos eft : 

Another, ſtiled Dies communis legitime ſummonitus ; 
and no mention is made of aldermen being preſent : 

Another, ſtiled Dies communis, præſentibus de al- 
dermannis, the mayor, and g other, 3 bailiffs, and 
14 of the 24. 

gth of Eliz. 2 ſummoned common days; one, 
preſentibus majore, aldermannis, et 24 ; and the other, 
ſtiled Dies communis legitime ſummonitus : 

That it doth not appear, that any freemen were 
admitted at any of theſe courts ; but other buſineſs 
was done. 

Jan. 7, 1633. A ſummoned common day, when 
a freeman was admitted; and the recorder, and g 
aldermen, are mentioned to be preſent : 

That, between 1633 and 1653, the petitioners 
counſel produced 9 inſtances ; viz. 4 of admiſſions 


of freemen at ſummoned common days; and 5 


other inſtances of buſineſs done on the like days, 
when 6, or a greater number of aldermen, are 
mentioned to be preſent : 

That the ſtile of theſe ſeveral courts is, a ſum- 
moned common day ; without mentioning before 
whom held : 

In 1653, the ſtile of the ſummoned common 
days is altered ; they are then mentioned to be held 
before the mayor and bailiffs : 

And between 1653 and 1660, the petitioners 
counſel produced 13 inſtances; viz. 5 of admiſſions 
of freemen at ſummoned common days ſo held; 
and 8 of buſineſs done on the like days, when ſix, 
or a' greater number, of aldermen are mentioned to 
be preſent : 

That in 1660, the ſtile'of theſe courts is again 
altered ; they being mentioned in that year, to be 
held before the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes: af- 
terwards, that ſtile is altered; and the uſual ſtile 
is, a ſummoned common day court, ſuch a one 
mayor : 

In 1660, 1661, 1662, the petitioners counſel pro- 
duced 14 inſtances z; viz. 6 ſummoned common 
days, 2 general common days, when freemen were 
admitted ; and 6 other ſummoned common days, 
when buſineſs done; and another ſummoned com- 
mon day 1713, when a freeman was admitted : at 
all which days, ſix, or a greater number of, alder- 
men are mentioned to be preſent. 

That the petitioners counſel offered to produce 
many other inſtances, ſince 1662, of admiſſions of 
freemen, when a majority of aldermen appeared to 
be preſent. | 

That the counſel on the other ſide admitted, that 
from 1662, when the aldermen preſent are named, 
they are generally ſix, or more, in number. 

That the petitioner's counſel produced an inſtance, 
14 April, 1653, of a ſummoned common day, when 
the entry is thus; © Nothing done at the ſaid day, 
by defect of a competent number of aldermen, 
** moſt of them being out of town.” 

They alſo allowed there are ſome entries of ad- 
miſſion to freedom, when leſs than ſix aldermen are 


named to be preſent ; but inſiſted, ſix aldermen are 
neceſſary. ; | 
To ſhew ſuch entries might be miſtaken, they 
produced the town-book of a common day 
court, held 12 February, 1713, when only fix al- 
dermen are named to be preſent ; and called, 

Mr. Pyke : who ſaid, he was then an alderman 
of the town, and was preſent during that whole 
court; although his name is not entered in the 
book. 

That the petitioners counſel produced a collection 
of orders in the town-book, for the better govern- 
ment and quiet of the town, made at a ſummoned 
common day, 14 Auguſt, 1629: one of which is, 
That before the mayor ſummon a common day, 
he and the aldermen muſt meet, and agree upon 
the things to be propounded that day ; and what 
ſhall be agreed by the major part, the mayor ſhall 
propound ; and that no propoſition ſhall be made 
by the mayor againſt the will of the greater part of 
the aldermen ; and when the propoſitions are agreed 
on, then, and not before, the common day to be 
warned. 

That it appears by the town-book, that, 28th of 
July, 1691, a ſummoned common day was held in 
the mayoralty of Mr. Ewen : five aldermen are 
named to be preſent; and there is a raſure among 
their names, 

The petitioners counſel alledged this to be a ra- 
ſure of the name of another alderman then preſent ; 
and called, 

Thomas Saunders : who ſaid, that, ſince Micha- 
elmas laſt, he had ſome diſcourſe with Mr. Fox, the 
town-clerk ; who told him, there were always ſix 
aldermen preſent, when any freemen were admitted 
in Mr. Ewen's mayoralty : but Fox was not then 
town-clerk. 

Thomas Crabb, one of the common-council, 
ſaid, he had been a freeman 40 years; and had been 
treaſurer and bailiff; and that he never heard it 
pretended, till now, that freemen could be admitted, 
without ſix aldermen preſent : 

That, for 21 years, he has known this to be the 
uſage upon the common days ; the mayor and al- 


dermen aſſemble in their parlour, and the common- 


council in their hall; and nothing can be done but 
what is firſt propoſed by the mayor, and agreed to 
by fix aldermen then preſent ; and for want of a 
ſixth alderman, he has known the common day 
break up, and nothing done, though the mayor 
and five aldermen have been preſent. 

John York ſaid, he had been a frecman twenty 
years, and ſixteen years a common-council-man : 
that it is requiſite the mayor and fix aidermen be 
preſent at the admiſſion of freemen on a private 
common day : that. when three, four, or five al- 
dermen, beſides the mayor, have been preſent, he 
has known the common day break up for want of a 
ſixth alderman ; and that he remembered but two 
or three inſtances of doing any buſineſs, when leſs 
than ſix aldermen were preſent. 

William Simonds ſaid, he had known the cor- 
poration 30 years; and been of the common-coun- 
cil 18 years: that ſix aldermen, beſides the mayor, 
were always neceſſary for admitting freemen ; he 
has known the courts break up for want of a ſixth 
alderman, when five have been preſent, beſides the 
mayor ; and never knew it otherwiſe, except in a 
late inſtance or two within theſe three years. 
William Read and Thomas Saunders (one is of 
the common-council, the other a burgeſs), ſaid, 
they had known the corporation 17 years : that 
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fix aldermen, beſides the mayor, were always ne- 
ceſſary for the admitting freemen : that they never 
knew any buſineſs of moment done, ſuch as making 
leaſes or freemen, though entitled by birth, or ſer- 
vice, without ſix aldermen preſent ; and had known 
the courts break up ſeveral times for want of that 
number of aldermen. 

John Wendy, another of the common-council, 
ſaid, he had known the corporation 30 years: that 
ſix or more aldermen are neceſſary to make free- 
men; and that they always broke up, if fix alder- 
men were not preſent. 

That as to the manner of making the 36 freemen 
objected to, the petitioners counſel called, 

William Rumbold : who ſaid, that, on the 5th 
of October laſt, the mayor propoſed to make ſome 
honorary freemen : 12 aldermen were then preſent, 
but 7 of them oppoſed it; which ſtopped thoſe 
proceedings that day. 

John York ſaid, he was at the common day on 
the 14th day of October laſt, when the mayor, 
and only five aldermen, were preſent : the mayor 
declared to the common council, that he called that 
common day to make his own freeman ; and, after 
a little diſcourſe, propoſed that freeman, and ſeve- 
ral more; but the witneſs, and others, proteſted 
againſt admitting any freeman at that time, for 
want of a ſufficient number of aldermen preſent ; 
and cautioned the mayor againſt proceeding : but 
the mayor ſaid, there was an alderman of the cor- 
poration that would juſtify him, and he would do 
it; and that he made 36 freemen that day, although 
they proteſted againſt it, 

The counſel for Sir John Hind Cotton, and Mr. 
Sclater, admitted the making theſe 36 freemen, and 
that only five aldermen were preſent on the 14th 
of October, and 1oth of November laſt. 

Thomas Saunders ſaid, that 13 of theſe 36 free- 
men, had a right by birth, or ſervice; and the reſt 
purchaſed, or were honorary freemen : that, the 
witneſs afterwards telling the mayor he could not 
Juſtify thoſe admiſſions ; and that complaint would 
be made to the King's Bench, and to the houſe of 
commons; the mayor ſaid, he did not value either; 
and that, if thoſe he had made would not carry 
the election, he would make 60 or 100 more: and 
the town-clerk ſaid, they would give Mr. Shepheard 


his belly.full of the King's Bench, and of the houſe. 


of commons :—He alſo ſaid, the fitting members 
were preſent at both courts when theſe 36 freemen 
were made; and if they had not been there, they 
durſt not have done as they did. 

Mr. Crab ſaid, that he was ſummoned to be at 
the common day court the 14th of October laſt, 
at two o'clock ; and that he had no notice of it 
till between 11 and 12 of the ſame day: that, 
formerly, notice was given the day before ; but, of 
late it has been uſual to give it at 9 of che clock 
in the morning of the ſame day. 

Theophilus Tyrrell ſaid, that diſcourſing with 
the mayor, laſt aſſizes, about the election, he told 
the mayor, that he heard he had ſecurity given him; 
and that now the petitioners had petitioned, the 
witneſs ſuppoſed he was ſatisfied in his ſecurity : 
to which the mayor anſwered, he wiſhed it were 
more, or to that purpoſe ; but did not ſay from 
Whom he had ſecurity, or that he had any, 

That the petitioners counſel produced a rule of 
the court of King's Bench in Hilary term laſt, for 
an information, in the nature of a quo warrants, 
againſt the mayor, and five aldermen, for claim- 
ing a privilege of admitting freemen without a ma- 
Jority of the mayor and aldermen preſent. 


That, on the head of bribery, they called 

Rumbold ; who ſaid, Nicolas Apthorpe told him, 
he intended to have voted for Mr. Shepheard; but 
Doctor Edmonds, of St. John's, who has 60 ſcho- 
lars, threatning him with 'the loſs of their cuſtom 
for grocery, made him vote for the ſitting - members. 

Culchy, who ſerves gravel to St. John's and 
Trinity College, ſaid, he was threatned to loſe their 
cuſtom, elſe he would have voted for Mr. Shep. 
heard. 

James Ivers promiſed Mr. Shepheard a ſingle 
vote; but ſaid, he could not give it; becauſe Sir 
Pynſent Charnock, and Mr. Harvey threatned he 
ſhould loſe their buſineſs if he did; and that he 
voted for the ſitting- members. 

Martin Appleyard promiſed Mr. Shepheard a 
vote; but ſaid, he voted for the ſitting- members, 
becauſe Mr. Sclater paid his apothecary's bill. 

Edward Turkey promiſed Mr. Shepheard ; but 
ſaid, he voted for the ſitting- members, becauſe his 
landlord threatned to arreſt him for rent, if he voted 
otherwiſe. 

John Sewſter ſaid, Cutchy declared, he had ra- 
ther vote for Mr. Shepheard ; but, if he did not 
vote for the ſitting-members, he ſhould loſe all his 
college-places. 

Thomas Sanders ſaid, Cutchy had declared he 
would vote for Mr. Shepheard ; but durſt not, for 


fear Doctor Berry ſhould turn him out of his buſi- 


neſs at St. John's; and that he ſhould loſe all his 
other work : the witneſs overheard Doctor Berry 
threaten to turn him, and his ſon, out of their 
college-employments : 

That Charles Harding was arreſted by the wit 
neſs for 30 ſhillings; and Mr. Whiſkin, who voted 
for the ſitting-members, paid the money ; and that 
Harding voted for the ſitting-members. 

Richard Sanders ſaid, alderman Carrington, who 
voted for the ſitting members, lent him 10 pounds, 
without intereſt; that he voted for Mr. Shepheard 
and Mr. Sclater: and ſaid, he voted for the latter, 
becauſe he knew him to be an honeſt gentleman; 
and that he did not know but he might have voted 
for him, if he had not had the money. 

Bird ſaid, that, on the 14th of March laſt, 
David Hill told him, at Wilton in Norfolk, that 
a meſſenger who came down for him bore his 
charges to Cambridge; that Mr. Sclater gave him 
two guineas to take up his freedom, which coſt 
him 10 groats: then he went down again, and was 
ſent for at the election, and engaged to vote; 
after he had voted, Sir John Hinde Cotton bid 
him go to alderman Carrington, who ſhould ſatisfy 
him for his trouble and charge: he went; and the 
alderman gave him four guineas, and a five ſhil- 
ling piece. 

Thomas Gale ſaid, he aſked Thomas Fuller, the 
night before the election, why he would not vote 
for Mr. Shepheard ? he anſwered, becauſe the 
mayor had taken away an horſe ; but that he was 
promiſed to have his horſe again, or one as good, 
or 91. in money; and therefore voted : that Phi- 
lip Sanders told him, the night before the election, 
he would vote for Mr. Shepheard ; but the two 
Wendys, who were butchers, had ſent him as many 
ſheepſkins as were worth three pounds and ten 
ſhillings, to vote for the ſitting- members. 

Jones, a voter for the ſitting- members, ſaid, alder- 
man Carrington's brother paid ſix ſhillings for his 
horſe-hire, and gave him half a guinea for his 


charges; and, after he had polled, the alderman 


gave him two guineas; and told him, Sir John, 
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and Mr. Scliter ſent them : that Carrington alſo 
paid 10 ſhillings to Benjamin Pearce, which the 
witneſs owed him. | 

Mr. Short ſaid, Rowland, who voted for the 
ſitting· members, told him, he had four guineas z 
two before the election, from an agent for the ſitting- 
members; and two after, from Sir John Hynde 
Cotton himſelf. 

John Witham ſaid, his ſon Charles told him, 
Mr. Whiſkin had promiſed him a new ſuit of 
cloaths, and had given him a pair of breeches; 
and that he was to have the reſt, when the two 
fitting-members were ſeated in the houſe : he was 
alſo promiſed to be helped to Doctor Bentley's ſer- 
vice: being croſs- examined he ſaid, he drove four 
aldermen out of town; viz. Pyke, Ewen, Rum- 
bold, and Fowle, on the 14th of October laſt, 
and that Mr. Shepheard was with them at Bourn- 
bridge. 

That it appeared by a copy of the regiſter- book 
of St. Sepulchre's in Cambridge, that Thomas Row- 
land was baptized the 3d of February, 1695. 

John Witham ſaid, Morgan, who voted for the 
ſitting-members, has received collections of ſacra- 
ment money and bread for three or four years 

At. | 
: Woolar ſaid, John Wildman promiſed to vote 


for Mr. Shepheard only ; but, being afterwards ar- 


reſted, he told the witneſs, Sir John Hynde Cotton 
ſent him 50 ſhillings, and paid the debt; and gave 
him a ſuit of cloaths; wherefore, he voted for 
A 

The petitioner's counſel owned they could not 
make a majoricy for Mr. Jenyns ; but ſubmitted, 
whether Sir John Hynde Cotton's election was 
not vitiated by bribery. 

The counſel for the ſitting-members infiſted, that 
the 36 freemen admitted 14th of October, and 
roth of November laſt, when only five aldermen 
were preſent, with the mayor, were regularly ad- 
mitted : that the common day courts are held be- 
fore the mayor and bailiffs, and fo tiled ; and that 
the aldermen are no eſſential part of theſe” courts · 
that the moſt antient entries do not ſhow any num- 
ber of aldermen preſent ; nor does it appear, what 
number they had, till their charter, in 1632, ap- 
pointed 12 aldermen : that the admiſſion of freemen 
is an act of the common-council: that here is a 
mayor, four bailiffs, and 24 of the common-coun- 
cil; and that the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes aſ- 
ſembled, can admit freemen, without ſix aldermen 
preſent. | 

They produced the following inſtances in the town- 
books; viz. In Ed. VI. three common days when 
freemen were admitted; and no mention of any 
aldermen being preſent. The ſtile of thoſe courts, 
is thus, A common day held.” | 

1 and 2 Philip and Mary, a common day held, 
when a freeman was admitted : and, | 

2 and 3 Phil. and Mary, a ſummoned common 
day, when members of parliament were choſe ; and 
notice is not taken of any aldermen being preſent : 

i Eliz. A ſummoned common day, when free- 
men were admitted, and ather buſineſs done, pre- 
ſentibus tota communitate. 

Nineteen other inſtances ; viz. 7 tempore Eliz. 
and 11 between 1636 and 1649, of ſummoned 
common days, when freemen were admitted, and 


leaſes for 21 years, or greater terms, granted; a 


general common day held in 1683, when a freeman 
was admitted: in all which inſtances, no notice is 
taken whether any aldermen were preſent. 


In the ſtile of theſe courts, the mayor is but 
twice named; the reſt are ſtiled ſummoned com- 
mon days, without mentioning either mayor, or 
bailiffs. 

Twenty- two other ſummoned common days; vix. 

Seventeen between the ſaid years 1636 and 1649 


at three of which days freemen were admitted, and 


leaſes for 21 years granted, when only five alder- 
men are named to be preſent. 

At four other of the ſaid days officers were 
elected, and other buſineſs done, when the like 
number of five aldermen are named to be preſent : 

At five other of the ſaid days, freemen were ad- 
mitted, and leaſes for 21 years granted, when only 
four aldermen are named to be preſent : 

At another of the ſaid days, a mayor and alder- 
men were elected; and, at another, a treaſurer 
elected; and the like number of four aldermen 
named to be preſent : 

At three other of the ſaid days freemen were ad- 
mitted, when only two perſons are named to be 
preſent. | 

March 5, 1640. A ſummoned common day, 
when members of parliament were choſe, the 
greateſt part of the burgeſſes of the town being 
preſent ; and no notice is taken, whether any alder- 
men were then preſent, or not. 

Sept. 4, 1643. Preſent, mayor, recorder, and 
five aldermen ; and the entry is, that nothing was 
done this day for want of a bailiff; one bailiff be- 
ing only preſent ; upon which, the day was ad- 
journed. 

Sept. 16, 1678. A ſummoned common day held, 
when a freeman was ſworn, and only five aldermen 
named to be preſent. 

July 28, 1691, A ſummoned common day, in 
Mr. Ewen's mayoralty, when three freemen were 
admitted, and other buſineſs done, and only five 
aldermen named to be preſent ; This is the court 


where the petitioners counſel taken notice of a Sic origin. 


raſure among the aldermens names. 

Dec. 10, 1695, a ſummoned common day, when 
a freeman was admitted, and only five aldermen 
named to be preſent, | 

The ſtile of theſe laſt-mentioned 22 common 
days, held fince 1636, are thus; viz. 

Five are ſtiled ſummoned common days, held 
coram majore et balivis ;, the reſt, ſummoned com- 
mon days, ſuch an one mayor. 

That the ſaid counſel alſo produced the old book 
of orders, eſtabliſhed the 16th March 1626 ; one of 
which is, That no mayor ſhall, at any time here- 
after, propound any thing to the houſe, unleſs he 


do firſt acquaint the aldermen then preſent with his 


purpoſe ; and that the moſt part of the aldermen 
preſent do give their aſſent to the ſame : 

This, they ſaid, was the firſt time any aldermen 
became neceſſary ; but the number is not named. 

They alſo produced the new book of orders and 
conſtitutions, eſtabliſhed 2oth April 1686; by which 
all orders contained in the former book of orders 
are made void, and new orders eſtabliſhed : one 
whereof is, That the mayor ſhall not propound 
any thing at a private common day, unleſs five al- 
dermen be there then preſent, and all conſenting : 
and 

Another, That, from thenceforth, no leaſe ſhould 
be granted for more than 21 years, without the 
conſent of ſix aldermen, preſent at one of the ge- 
neral common days; under a penalty upon the 
mayor. 

That the ſitting-members counſel. inferred from 
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theſe conſtitutions in 1686, that no certain number 
of aldermen were neceſſary before that time. 

As to notice of the two courts, held in October 
and November laſt ; they called, 

Richard Ewin, John Wiſh, and William Gun- 
day, ſerjeants at mace : who ſaid, they ſummoned 
the common days of 14th October and roth No- 
vember laſt by order of the mayor: that the ſame 
notice was given of thoſe courts as had been of all 
courts in their time, which was about ſeven years; 
and they never knew notice given but on the ſame 
day the courts were held; or any court objected to 
for want of a legal ſummons. 

John Wardall ſaid, he had been of the common- 
council 27 years, of the corporation 40 years, and 
had known the town 79 years : that, in all his time, 
the common days were ſummoned on the ſame day 
they were held ; he never knew any other ſum- 
mons z or ever heard any body object to a court ſo 
ſummoned, for want of due notice; nor did he 
know he had miſſed ten times attending the courts. 

That, to prove a wilful abſence of the aldermen 
who were not at theſe courts, the fitting-members 
counſel called, 

Francis Piercy : who ſaid, he was deputy-mayor 
in October laſt ; and that, two days before the com- 
mon day court was held, Mr. Pyke bid him take 
care what he did at that court; for none of them 
would attend ; and that the witneſs ſhould anſwer 
for it above. 

Thomas Wilkes ſaid, the night before the com- 
mon day was held in October laſt, Alderman New- 
land told him, he ſuppoſed there would be a com- 
mon day held next day; and ſaid, that ſeven alder- 
men would go out of town, and not appear there; 
viz. Ewen, Rumbald, Frowhock, Lancaſter, Pyke, 
Fowle, and himſelf; and, ſome days after, he told 
this witneſs, he met thoſe gentlemen at Bourn- 
bridge. | h e 
John Grumbold ſaid, that, after the court day in 
October, alderman Newland told him, he went out 
of town with the reſt of the aldermen: he ſaid there 
was a deſign to keep a court; but they had tricked 
them; and they went out of town on purpoſe to 
prevent that court: 

That, about three or four years ago, Mr. Pyke, 
being then mayor, granted a warrant to the wit- 
neſs, who was churchwarden, for levying a church- 
rate, which had been refuſed to be paid ; and after- 
wards, on a trial before the Lord Chief Baron Ward, 
touching the validity of that warrant, Mr. Pyke 
denied his hand to it; although his hand was proved 
by the witneſs, who ſaw him write the warrant, and 
ſign it, and by ſeveral other witneſſes, 1 oath ; 
for which the judge reprimanded Pyke ; and told 
him, he would have made an example of him, if 
it had not been in that place where he had been 
mayor. 

That it appeared by the town-book, that of the 
36 admitted, 14th of October and 1oth of Novem- 
ber laſt, 19 had a right to freedom, nine purchaſed, 
and the reſt were admitted gratis. 

Thomas Rowland ſaid, that his ſon Thomas, who 
was objected to by the petitioners counſel as a mi- 
nor, is 22 years of age; and was three years old, 
when he was chriſtened. 

That, on the head of bribery, to affect Mr. Shep- 
heard and 12 of his voters ; they called, 

John Flanders: who ſaid, he voted for Mr. Shep- 
heard: that John Witham gave him ten ſhillings at 
one time, and twenty ſhillings at another time, to 
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take out his freedom; and that he had 26 ſhillipgs 


more of Mr. Shepheard ; and that, if no mohey 
had been given him, he ſhould not have changed 
his word : 

Being croſs-examined, he ſaid, after he had pro. 
miſed Mr. Shepheard, Mr. Franks, Mr. Sclater's 
agent, threatned to arreſt him for a debt; and of. 
fered him a bill for 40 ſhillings to alter his mind. 

Lazarus Munns ſaid, Mr. Shepheard ſent for 
him, and gave him twenty ſhillings to take up his 
freedom; and told him, he ſhould vote, and he 
would juſtify his title ; but the witneſs did not vote, 
becauſe they would not admit him to freedom, 
though he had a right : that, the day after the elec- 
tion, Robert Parker ſhewed him three guineas, 
which, he ſaid, he had for voting for Mr. Shep. 
heard: that James Munns told him, Mr. Shep- 
heard gave him forty ſhillings after he had voted. 

Rebecca Spilman ſaid, that Morley's wife de- 
clared, Mr. Bromley gave her a ten pound bill, for 
her huſband to vote for Mr. Shepheard ; and that 
ſhe had received the money: and that Robert Sib- 
thorpe, and Thomas Gotobed, ſaid, Mr. Shepheard 
gave them 30 ſhillings each for their votes. 

Hatton Buck ſaid, Robert Parker told him, he 


had 20 ſhillings of John Sewſter, by order of Mr. 


Shepheard, to take up his freedom, and ten ſhillings 
for his charges; and that after he voted, Mr. Pyke 
gave him three guineas, by Mr. Shepheard's order : 

That Cook told him, he had a guinea when he 
was made free, two guineas after for his charges; 
and that when he came to vote, Mr. Shepheard 
gave him two guineas more, and paid a reckoning 
of 16 ſhillings, 

Richard Linſey ſaid, one Tabor, a friend of Mr. 
Shepheard, offered him four guineas; and ſaid, he 
would give him nine pounds, to vote for Mr. Shep- 
heard: he voted 23 Conn ans Mr, 
Sclater. 

John With ſaid, he ſollicited his brother in-law, 
Charles Stone, to vote for the ſitting· members; but 
he anſwered, Mr. Shepheard had engaged hies, and 
given him two guineas to take up his freedom, and 
two more for his vote. Upon the whole, the com- 
mittee reſolved, 

That the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes, of the 
town of Cambridge, may hold a ſummoned com- 
mon day court, and admit of freemen, without ſix 
aldermen of the ſaid town being preſent. 

That Sir John Hynde Cotton, baronet, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this town. 

That Thomas Sclater, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
town, 

The firſt reſolution, being read twice, was diſ- 
agreed to by the houſe. 

The ſecond reſolution, being read twice, was a- 


greed to by the houſe, nemine contradicente. 


The third reſolution, being read twice, was diſ- 
agreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that Samuel Shepheard, junior, eſ- 
quire, is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this town. And the return was 
ordered to be amended accordingly. 


Univerſity of CAMBRIDGE. 


\HIS univerſity is within the town of this 
name, and capital of the county. It is of 


great antiquity, and was empowered to ſend burgeſſes 
to parliament by King James the firſt, by diploma» 


or charter, dated March tz, 1603: The return is 
I made 
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made by the vice · chancellor ʒ and the electors are the 
doctors, and actual maſters of the univerſity. 

No particular memoirs of conteſted elections ap- 
I have only therefore to take notice, that, 
Jan. 20, 1689. The houſe being upon an enquiry 
in relation to the attainder of Sir Thomas Arm- 

„Mrs. Matthewes (Sir Thomas Armſtrong's 
daughter) was called in; and being examined, what 
ſhe knew of the proſecution againſt her father; 
and, who were the proſecutors : ſhe named Sir Ro- 
bert Sawyer, as one of the proſecutors ; after ſhe 
had been heard what ſhe had to ſay, ſhe withdrew. 
And thereupon Sir Robert Sawyer was heard in 
his place to what was objected againſt him, and 
then withdrew. Whereupon there was a debate in 
the houſe, touching whether his name ſhould be put 
into the bill as one of the proſecutors. 

Reſolved, that Sir Robert Sawyer's name be put 
into the bill, as one of the proſecutors of Sir Tho- 
mas Armſtrong. 

A motion being made, that Sir Robert Sawyer 
be expelled the houſe ; — It was reſolved in the 
affirmative. | 

23d. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ, for the 
electing of a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this univerſity, in the room of Sir Robert 
Sawyer, expelled this houſe. 

July 8, 1712. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this univerſity, in the room of the ho- 
nourable Dixie Windeſor, eſquire, made chief keeper 
of the ordnance, munition, and ſtores, belonging to 
the office of ordnance. 
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CAMELFORD. 


HIS borough is ſituate in the county of 
Cornwall. It was firſt repreſented in parlia- 
ment in the time of Edward the ſixth, though cre- 
' ated a borough by Richard Duke of Cornwall, and 
confirmed by Henry the third in 1259. and its pri- 
vileges renewed by Queen Mary. The following 
memoirs, concerning its elections and repreſenta- 
tives, are ſuch as I have met with. 

Feb. 24, 1558, In the year 1558, Mr. Smith, 
who repreſented it, though outlawed, had the 
privilege of - parliament. 

March 6, 1592. Sir Edward Hobby, one of the 
committee for returns and privileges, ſhewed ; that 
for this borough, one Richard Leech was returned 
to the ſheriff for a burgeſs by a falſe return : and 
that afterwards Sir George Carew, knight, was re- 
turned burgeſs by the true return; and alledging, 
that the ſaid Richard Leech offered to yield the place 
to Sir George Carew, moved the order of the houſe 
therein : and Mr. Speaker was appointed to move 
the Lord Keeper in the ſaid caſe for his order, either 
in the allowance of the ſaid Sir George Carew, in 
the place of the ſaid Richard Leech, or elſe in award- 
ing a new writ, for the chooſing another, at his 
lordſhip's pleaſure. 

8th. Mr. Speaker ſhewed unto the houſe, that, 
according to the appointment of the houſe, he had 
attended the Lord Keeper touching his lordſhip's 
pleaſure for the allowing Sir George Carew to be 
burgeſs for this borough, as truly returned for the 
fame, in the ſtead of Richard Leech, alledged to 
be returned by a falſe return to the ſheriff, His 
lordſhip's anſwer; That the ſaid returns ſhould ſtand, 
and continue according to the returns of the ſame, 
without taking notice of any matter of fact therein, 
or in the election at all. 
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March 22, 1625. The election of Sir Thomas 
Monk, being, as was informed, in execution at the 
time of his election, was referred to a committee, 
to meet on the morrow in the court of Wards. 

24th. Upon Mr. Drake's information, that Sir 
Thomas Monk was in execution, when he was 
choſen, a new writ was ordered for a new choice. 

May 5, 1660. Mr. Turner reported, upon the ſe- 
veral returns for this borough, That Peter Kille- 
grew, and Samuel Trelawney, eſquires, are returned 
by the proper officers, by two ſeveral indentures, 
and ought to fit till the merits of the cauſe be de- 
termined : which was agreed to by the houſe. 

June 12. Mr. Turner reported on the double re- 
turn for this borough, that, upon the examination 
of the fact, the committee were of opinion, that ths 
poll was not duly taken ; and that the former elec- 
tion of the ſaid burgeſſes, returned to ſerve in par- 
liament for the ſaid borough, is void : to which the 
houſe agreed, and ordered the Speaker to iſſue his 
warrant for a new writ, tor a new election accord- 
ingly. 

Upon this writ an election was made, and another 
double return; which came before the committee. 

Auguſt g. Sir Edward Turner reports the caſe of the 
election for this borough; That, upon the examination 
of the fact, it appeared that the freemen and inhabitants 
have the right of election; and that, upon compar- 
ing the votes given to Henry Nicholas, eſquire, who 
was returned by one indenture, and to William 
Cotton, eſquire, who is returned by another inden- 
ture, the committee found, that Mr. Nicholas had 
a greater number of the votes of freemen, than 
Mr. Cotton: but it was objected on Mr. Cotton's 
part, that divers of the voices, given to Mr. Ni- 
cholas, were ſuch as paid not ſcot and lot, and there- 
fore had not right to vote; and, upon hearing of 
teſtimony given in that behalf, were of opinion, 
that Mr. Cotton had a greater number of votes, of 
ſuch as paid ſcot and lot, than Mr. Nicholas, after 
deducting ſuch votes from him as paid not ſcot and 
lot, therefore Mr. Cotton was duly elected: to which 
the houſe, on a diviſion, agreed. 

May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported from, 
the committee, touching the ſeveral returns for this 
borough, that Thomas Coventry, eſquire, and 
Charles Roſcarrick, eſquire, are returned, by ſeve- 
ral indentures, by the mayor; and Bernard Green- 
ville, eſquire, by another indenture, by the bur- 
geſſes; and the committee are of opinion, that Mr. 
Coventry, and Mr. Roſcarrick, ſhould fit until the 
merits of the election be determined: to which the 
houſe agreed. | 

July 11. Serjeant Charleton reports, in the caſe 
of Camelford, that the mayor being preſſed to bring 
in writings, he ſays, he will take his own time. 

Reſolved, that the ſerjeant at arms attending this 
houſe, or his deputy, do apprehend and take the 
mayor of this borough into his cuſtody, for his con- 
tempt of the order of the committee of privileges, 
in not bringing in writings. 

13th. Ordered, upon his conformity, to be diſ- 
charged. 

Feb. 26. Serjeant Charleton reported, touching the 
election for this borough, upon the petition of Mr. 
Greenville, that the opinion of the committee, in 
regard of the uncertainty of the petition, was to 
diſmiſs the cauſe: to which the houſe agreed. 

Nov. 26, 1708. A petition of Henry Manaton, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that, on the 17th 
of May laſt, Richard Munden, eſquire, the petiti- 
oner, and John Manley, eſquire, were candidates, 
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to ſerve in this'parliament for this borough : That 
Mr. Manley, and his agents, uſed -illegal practices 
to obtain votes, whereby he got himſelf returned, 
in prejudice to the petitioner, who was duly elected : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, the matter of this petition to be heard 
at the bar on the 22d of March next: but it was 
not heard this ſeſſion. 

Nov. 16, 1709. This petition was again preſent- 
ed, and ordered to be referred to the committee of 
privileges, to examine and report the matter with 
their opinion. 

Jan. 21. Ordered, that the report be received on 
Tueſday. 

24th. Mr. Compton reported, that the committee 
had heard the matter; and the counſel on both 
ſides, admitted the right of election to be in the 
mayor, capital burgeſſes, and freemen of the ſaid 
borough. The poll was, 

For Mr. Manley 

For the petitioner 
But the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that this majo- 
rity was gained by bribery, and other undue and 
illegal practices: to prove which they called, 

Daniel Birch : who ſaid, he was ſervant to the 
petitioner ; and being known in this borough, he 
was ſent thither by his maſter, who owns two-thirds 
of the town, to deſire the burgeſſes votes for him at 
the enſuing election: that all but one promiſed 
him; and a week before the election his maſter came 
to town, and all the voters came to him, and moſt 
of them promiſed him. 

Warren ſaid, that three parts in four of the town 
are the petitioner's, and that all the burgeſſes, but 
Wormington, promiſed him; and that the ſitting- 
member came to town on the Saturday before the 
election (which was on Monday) and on Sunday 
Mr. Manley, Mr. Jackſon, and Mr. Cloak, ordered 
him to fetch ſome of the burgeſſes to them; and he 
brought Hunney, Daw, Budge, and Paul; and 
they were called in one by one; and he heard 
Jackſon promiſe them, if they would vote for Mr. 
Manley, they ſhould be paid off the debts of the 
laſt election, when Mr. Pinnel was choſen ; and 
ſhould have four pounds more, and it ſhould be 
paid them as ſoon as the election was over ; and that 
Jackſon and Cloak were agents for Mr. Manley : 
that two days after the election, Scollard (one of 
Manley's friends) paid him 6 1. part of 12 1. part 
of Pinnel's debt, and for which he gave a note; 
and Scollard promiſed to pay him 4 1. more, which 
he called new money : that he afterwards aſked 
Scollard for it, and was told he ſhould have it 
when the reſt had theirs: that this influenced his 
vote for Mr. Manley, which he intended before for 
the petitioner : that he came as a witneſs becauſe 
the 41. was not paid, and was offered by Mr. Phi- 
lips and Mr. Cloak 5 l. not to come. 

Rowe ſaid, that Jackſon told him, if the bur- 
geſſes were reſolved to vote for the petitioner, and 
Mr. Boſcawen, the town would be ruined, for they 
would ſpend nothing, and none of the country 
gentlemen would come to town; but if he and they 
would vote for Mr. Manley, he had 300 l. to diſ- 
poſe of, and they would have equal ſhares; and in 
hopes thereof he voted for him : that three days 
before the election he was at a publick houſe kept 
by Bond, who treated him and many more, and 
deſired them to be free, for he knew how to be 
paid : that Wormington and Cloak paid him 10 1. 
and took a note for it; and for that he voted for 
Mr. Manley : that Jackſon did not name for whom 
he aſked votes, when he made intereſt. 
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Margaret Blight ſaid, that on the day of election 
ſhe was at Bond's, and ſaw money lying on the 
table betore Mr. Jackſon, Mr. Cloak, and Mr. 


Carew, and one of them gave money to ſome of 


the voters, and to one of Mr. Granville's ſervan 
and that Bond ſaid the voters ſhould be called ſingly, 
in order to hinder a diſcovery: that ſhe ſaw money 
paid to Bond, and heard him tell Mr. Manley, he 
had better gratify him then Mr. Jackſon, for he 
had kept his voters together; upon which he gave 
him (Bond) money, and ſhe could diſtinguiſh 3 
piece of gold, and this was about an hour and half 
before the election; and the petitioner came imme. 
diately after, and aſked the ſaid Bond for his vote, 
and was refuſed ; Bond telling him, ten guineas 
would do him more good; and the petitioner aſk. 
ing for three or four voters who were in the houſe, 
Bond denied them to be there: that Mr. Ja kfon 
offered her and her huſband money not ro come to 
give evidence. 

John Worthyvull ſaid, Mr. Jackſon came to him 
and told him, if he would go to London and give 
ſuch evidence as ſhould make good his intereſt at 
the election, he would give him ten or twenty 
pounds; and he telling this offer to Mrs. Mar- 
gery Nicholas, ſhe told him he was to have 
30 J. to go to town in a coach, and deſired him to 
go with her: but Mrs. Nicholas, being called to 
confront, denied this diſcourſe. 

For Mr. Manley it was inſiſted by his counſel, 
that the petitioner's witneſſes were not to be credited, 
being poor and of bad characters; and although 
they had talked ſo much of bribes and treats, they, 
among other voters of the town, had ſigned two 
letters, one dated the 1oth of September, and the 
other the 13th of December, 1708, to Mr. Gran- 
ville, acknowledging the ſenſe they had of the 
merits of his family; and that they had choſe Mr. 
Pinnel at their recommendation ; and thanking 
Mr. Granville for his recommending Mr. Manley, 
which opportunity they freely embraced without any 
ſiniſter ends, and are now not a little concerned to 
find that fo juſt and fair an election ſhould be con- 
troverted, and they cenſured and upbraided, for fo 
good a choice; and Rowe owned he ſigned the 
letter dated the 13th of December, 1708 : and then 
called, 

Mr. William Carew ; who proved Rowe's ap- 
proval and ſigning the letters, which he ſaid were 
read over to him ; and Warren alſo approved them, 
and deſired Rogers to ſign them both for him, be- 
cauſe he could not write. 

That the family of the Granvilles have had a pre- 
vailing intereſt in this borough for many years, 
and recommended Mr. Manley ; and the petitioner, 
before the election, offered him what he would for 
his vote; and that Rowe told him, that the peti- 
tioner, being apprehenſive he ſhould loſe the election, 
offered him 40 l. for his vote; and that Warren 
told him that Mr. Prideaux the petitioner's agent 
deſired him to give evidence of bribery againſt Mr. 
Manley and his voters; but they being both called 
in, denied what, Mr. Carew ſaid, they had wit 
him.. 

They then called to the characters of the a 
tioner's witneſſes Mr, Carew and others : who ſaid, 
Warren was poor, and of ill reputation; that 
Worthyvull is alſo notoriouſly bad, has been in 
gaol, is a deſerter, and his mother keeps an houſe 

of ill repute; that Blight has a bad character; and 
that Jackſon and Bond, who were managers for 
Mr. Manley, are perſons of good character; the 
I former 
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former a man of ſubſtance, and has been twice 
mayor; and Mr. Bond alſo has been mayor. 
Margery Nicholls ſaid, that ſhe going to Blight's 
huſband for rent, he told her he ſhould now be 
able to pay her, for that he was offered 40 l. to go 
to London as a witneſs for the petitioner ; but he 
was afraid to go, for he had been indicted for a 
pickpocket, but that he would ſend his wife; and 
ſhe ſaid that Blight's family were very poor, but of 
late live in a good condition; and that Worthyvull 
came to her houſe to deſite her huſband to get him 
into company with Mr. Jackſon, or any other of the 
freemen, and he would diſcover all the roguery 
which was contriving for the petitioner, in ſending 
him and others to London as witneſſes againſt Mr. 
Manley; but this was denied by Worthyvull. 
Mr. Samuel Jackſon ſaid, he never ſpoke to any 
perſon to vote for Mr. Manley, but always intended to 
have voted for the petitioner, had he come in time, 
but he did not come till 11 o'clock on the election 
day ; and the petitioner being choſen for Taviſtock, 
he then reſolved to vote for Mr. Manley, though 
the petitioner preſt him hard, and offered him what 
money he would, if he would vote for him : that 
Warren is a dangerous man, and Rowe's evidence 
inſt him was out of prejudice, becauſe he op- 
poſed his father for mayor. Upon the whole, the 
committee reſolved, 
That John Manley, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : with which the houſe agreed. 
April 11, 1711. A petition of Paul Orchard, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that on the 26th day 
of March laſt, at the election of a burgeſs to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough, in the 
room of Jaſper Ratcliffe, eſquire, deceaſed, there 
were candidates for the ſaid borough, Henry Mana- 
ton, eſquire, and the petitioner ; and that twenty-one 
of the perſons qualified to vote, voted for the petitio- 
ner, and for the ſaid Henry Manaton, but twelve; 
ſo that the petitioner was duly elected, and ought 
to have been returned: that one Godfrey White 
took upon him to act as mayor in oppoſition to 
Edward Cloake, gentleman, the legal mayor ; yet, 
notwithſtanding the majority the petitioner had, as 
aforeſaid, the ſaid Godfrey White returned the ſaid 
Henry Manaton, a burgeſs for the ſaid borough, to 
the prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 
Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections to examine the matter thereof, 
and to report the ſame with their opinion. 
Ordered, that the committee do examine the ſaid 
petition on the 2d of May next. 
A petition of the mayor, burgeſſes, town-clerk, 
and freemen of the ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, 
that on the 26th day of March laſt paſt at an elec- 
tion held for a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough, in the room of Jaſper 
Ratcliffe, eſquire, deceaſed, there were candidates 
for the ſaid borough Henry Manaton, eſquire, and 
Paul Orchard, eſquire ; and that there are thirty- 
three electors within the ſaid borough, of which 
twenty-one voted for the ſaid Paul Orchard, and 
twelve for the ſaid Henry Manaton ; and that Ed- 
ward Cloake, genleman, is the lawful mayor for 
the ſaid burgh, and John Philips, gentleman, 
lawful town-clerk ; notwithſtanding which, Godfrey 
White, one of the burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, 
having by ſome indirect means procured and gotten 
to himſelf the precept for electing of a burgeſs to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament; did, on the ſaid 26th 
day of March laſt, uſurp and take upon himſelf the 
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The Borough of CAMELFOR D. 


office of mayor, and, taking to his aſſiſtance one 
Edward Harriſon, gentleman, proceeded with the 
election, and denied the ſaid Edward Cloake, and 
John Philips, the lawful attorney and town-clerk, to 
act; and having only taken the votes of twenty- 
three of the electors, denied to poll the reſt, and 
declared the ſaid Henry Manaton elected, and un- 
duly returned him a burgeſs for the ſaid borough, 
to the prejudice of the ſaid Paul Orchard, who was 
duly elected, and of the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered it to be referred to the committce of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 


thereof, and report the ſame with their opinion; 


and that the matter thereof be heard at the fame 
time the petition of Paul Orchard, eſquire, com- 
plaining alſo of the ſaid election, is appointed to be 
heard, 

May g. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday morn- 
ing next. 

8th. Mr. Freeman reported the matter upon the 
ſaid petition. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the mayor, chief burgeſſes, and freemen of the ſaid 
borough. 

That the petitioners counſel inſiſted, that Mr, Ed- 
ward Cloake is the legal mayor of this borough, and 
ought to make the return. 

That the counſel for Mr. Manaton inſiſted, that 
Godfrey White, who returned the ſaid Mr. Manaton, 
is the legal mayor. 

That, by the charter, the mayor, and the chief 
burgeſſes for the time being, or the major part of 
them, whereof the mayor for the time being is to 
be one, are annually, on Monday after Michaelmas- 
day, to meet, and elect one of the chief burgeſſes to 
be mayor for one whole year then next tollowing ; 
and the mayor elect is to be ſworn before the chief 
burgeſſes, or any four or more of them, for the time 
being; and after he is ſworn, he is to continue in his 
office for one whole year, then next following, and 
from thence till another of the chief burgeſſes is duly 
elected and ſworn into the office of mayor. 

That they called, 

Samuel Jackſon, and three others; who ſaid, that 
on Monday after Michaelmas-day, 1709, being the 
charter day for elefting the mayor, Mr. Godfrey 
White, then mayor, and four of the chief burgeſſes, 
(the whole number then being but ſix) whereof three 
of the witneſſes met upon Mr. White's ſummons, to 
ele& a mayor for the enſuing year. 

That accordingly, they proceeded to elect the 
mayor; and the town-clerk called over the names, 
and aſked their votes. 

That Mr. White, being firſt called, refuſed to 
vote; and that the other four chief burgeſſes voted 
for Mr. Cloake to be mayor : 

That Mr. White roſe from the table, proteſted 


' againſt their proceedings, and declared there ſhould 


be no election till the charter (which was depoſited 
in Mr. Jackſon's hands by the chief burgeſſes) was 
brought, to ſee if the freemen at large had any 


right to vote for mayor, as they pretended to have: 


That before White was gone out of the room, 
they had voted for Cloake; and the town-clerk 
was entering them when White went away: 

That a little after White returned, and then 
Cloake was ſworn mayor before White, and the other 
four chief burgeſſes: | 

That the charter being thus called for, the 


town-clerk fetched an Engliſh copy of it; and Mr. 


Manaton (who is recorder) put it in his pocket, 


and ſaid, there was nothing in it. 
K k That 
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The Borough of CAMELFORD and City of CANTERBURY. 


That all the year 1709, Cloake held the courts, 
and afted as mayor; and the "magiſtrates owned 
and acted with him, and proteſted againſt White. 

Cloake then executed a mandamus for filling up 
the common-council vas choſen and ſworn mayor 1 the primate and metropolitan of all Ed 
for the preſent year; and in October laſt preſided, It was formerly the reſidence of the Kings of Kent, 
and acted, as mayor in the election to parliament; and was very early called Caput Imperii, the Head 
and Mr. Manaton owned, and ſolicited him as may- of the Empire. In the time of William Rufus, it 
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CANTERBURY. 
HIS is a very antient city, and the ſeat of 


borough. 

The ſaid reſolutions being twice read, were agreed 
to by the houſe. 

The houſe being informed, Mr. Cloake attended 
at the door with an indenture of return, he made 
of the ſaid Mr. Orchard at the election; he was, by 


fice. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of Sir Francis Head, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of citizens for this city, the petitioner, Sir Thomas 
Hales, baronet, John Hardreſs, and Henry Lee, 
eſquires, were candidates : that the ſheriff of the ſaid 


Ordered 


or, and recommended to him his kinſman, Mr. ſeems to have been the property of the archbiſhops ; ö 49. 77+ 

Ratcliffe, who was returned by him; and the chief icularly, Lanfranc, and his immediate ſucceſſor, | 

burgeſſes, elected under Cloake in the year 1709, Anſelm, by the following annal ; viz. WiLLIzLavs* +. * 

have always voted and acted without objection. Ruevs dedit civitatem Cantuariæ Anſelmo ex ſolids, _ YT in} 

That Mr. Manaton's counſel inſiſted, there can quam Lanfrancus tenuerat ex beneficio : : yet the city ppend, x 

be no election of mayor, without the mayor for the had a portreeve to ſuperintend and rule over it, 

time being. Soon after, it was governed by bailiffs ; but they | 

That White proteſted againſt the proceedings, to were not elective by the citizens till King Henry cu 1 

elect Cloake in 1709, and went away. the third's time : in which ſtate it continued till the Hay 

That the election was made in his abſence, is fixth year of King Henry the ſixth's reign, when de : 

therefore void; and White continues mayor until the government of it was changed into a mayoralty 1 p 

another is choſen. And they called, | as may be ſeen in Somner's hiſtory of it, where cu : 

Ralph Pike, and four others: who ſaid, that twenty their names are inſerted. Here are a mayor, re- yu p 

years ago, by virtue of a by-law, the freemen re- corder, ſheriff, 12 aldermen, and 24 common-Ccoun- i. ' 

turned two perſons; and out of them the chief bur- cil-men. It hath returned members to parliament": & þ 

geſſes choſe the mayor: that they had broke that by- from the 26th of Edward the firſt to this time, 251% 1 

law ſeveral years, and have ſince elected according to appears by the liſt of all the returns extant. The% a 

the charter. memoirs of its elections, which have been conteſted, p 

That, at the election of the mayor in the year are but few, and moſtly of a modern date. Thoſe t 

1709, ſome of the freemen claimed their privilege; I have met with, are as follow ; viz. x 

and Mr. White inſiſted to have the charter for their Nov. 30, 16 5. A petition of Henry Lee, eſ- t 

ſatisfaction; and declared, he would not proceed to quire, was re ; ſetting forth, that at the election £ 

elect a mayor, till he had it: that he proteſted againſt of citizens, to ſerve i in parliament fer this city, Sir b 

the chief burgeſſes proceeding to elect, and went William oneywood, George Sayers, Herbert Ran- C 

out of the room when two of them had given their dolph, eſquires, and the petitioner, were candidates; t 

votes, and before the town-clerk had entered 'the and the petitioner doubts not to prove, that he was u 

| ſecond vote ; and the other two voted after he was duly elected by the majority of legal clectors, and x] 

| | gone. oughtto hayebeen returned accordingly; but, by * a 

14 The committee reſolved, ſon of many undue practices uſed by Mr. Sayers a 

| That Mr. Edward Cloake is legal mayor of this and Sir William Honeywood have procu 1240 | 

j | borough, and ought to make the return of a burgeſs ſelves to be returned, as duly elected for the ſaid n 

[ to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough. city, in wrong of the petitioner : and praying { 

1 The poll taken by Mr. Cloake was, dec. | 9 

| 12 for Mr. Manaton, | Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- | 

1 21 for the petitioner, vileges and elections to examine and report the a 

1 That the ſitting member's counſel declared, they matter to the houſe, with their opinion. | 

| | were not inſtructed to object to this poll; and the March 5. Ordered, that Colonel Lee have leave rt 

Ti committee reſolved, to withdraw his petition, touching the election for p 

|; | That Henry Manaton, eſquire, is not duly elect- this E t 

11 ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for Dec. 8, 1711. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, Cl 
| L this borough ; for electing a citizen to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 

! That Paul Orchard, eſquire, is duly elected a ment for this city, in the room of Henry Lee, eſ- c 

burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this quire, made a commiſſioner of the victualling of- t 


J order, called in and examined at the bar, touching city behaved himſelf very partial, on behalf of the f 
1 4 the ſaid indenture of return: he ſaid, he had made faid Mr. Hardreſs: that ſeveral perſons, who were v 
Ma the ſame, at the time of the laſt election for this legally intitled to have their freedom of the ſaid if 
borough, and tendered it to the ſheriff; and having city, and would have voted for the petitioner, fi 
delivered the ſame into the houſe, he withdrew. were refuſed the ſame ; but when ſeveral of them 
Ordered, the clerk of the Crown do attend the had been prevailed upon, and had promiſed to poll tl 
houſe on the morrow morning, and amend the re- againſt the petitioner, they were admitted to have ti 
turn for the ſaid borough, by taking off the file the their freedom, and they did vote accordingly for the e 
return made by the ſaid Godfrey White, and af- faid Mr. Hardreſs; and that ſeveral perſons were ad- S 
fixing, inſtead thereof, the return made by the ſaid mitted to poll for the ſaid Mr. Hardreſs, who had b 
Mr. Cloake, the mayor of the ſaid borough. go right; and the ſaid Mr. Hardreſs, by threats th 
Feb. 1. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, and other illegal practices, procured himſelf to be re 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room returned, although the petitioner was duly elected, fe 
of Bernard Granville, eſquire, made licutenant-go- and therefore ought to have been returned with the tt 
 bernor of Hull. ſaid Sir Thomas Hales: and praying &c. tl 


illis, | 
* 9 Cowbridge, Kenfigg, Llantriflant, Lou- 


The Town of CARDIFF and County of -CARDIGAN:. 


Ordered it to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 


CARDIF F. 
HIS is the ſhire town of the county of Glan- 


morgan, and as ſuch (in conjunction with 


gher, Neth, and Swanſey) is entitled, by the ſtatute 


6 Hen. VIII, to ſend one burgeſs to parliament. 
in 


ppend. 


It has ſeveral antient charters, which are all recited 
in the charter of the 23d of Queen Elizabeth, and 
confirmed.—This corporation conſiſts of a mayor, 
two bailiffs, twelve aldermen, and twelve common- 
council- men; and the mayor is conſtable of the caſtle. 
[See extract of the charter in the Appendix.] The 
memoirs of conteſted elections for this borough are 
theſe. 

une 28, 1660. Mr. Turner reports from the 
committee of privileges and elections, the caſe upon 
the double return for this borough ; That, upon 
examination of the fact, it appeared that the ſheriff 
ſummoned the bailiffs of Cardiff, and thoſe of the 


out- boroughs (who are alſo intereſted in the election) 


to attend the election at the uſual place; and that 
the bailiffs of Cardiff came not up at the time to 
the place of election, though room was offered to 
be made ſor them (for which they pretended the 
great concourſe of people; ) and that the ſheriff and 
bailiffs of ſome of the out-boroughs (the bailiffs of 
Cardiff making default, as aforeſaid) proceeded to 
the election, and returned Buſſey Manſel, eſquire, 
under the hands and ſeals of the ſheriff, and two of 
the bailiffs ; and the committee are of opinion, the 
return is good, and that Mr. Manf is duly choſen, 
and gught to fit, 

Reſolved, that the houſe do agree with the com- 
mittee, that Mr. Buſſey Manſel, who is returned to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, is 
duly elected, and that he do fit in the houſe. 
Ordered the clerk of the Crown do attend, and 
amend the return, on Friday next. 

May 24, 1661. Sir Richard Lloyd, knight, being 
returned knight of the ſhire for Radnor, and bur- 
gels for this borough, waved his election for tis 
town, and made choice to ſerve as knight for the 
county of Radnor. | 

Qrdered Mr. Speaker to make his warrant to the 
clerk of the Crown to iſſue a new writ, for the elec- 
tion of a new burgeſs for this town. 

June 1. The houſe being informed, that a new 
writ was iſſued for a new election for this town, 
ppon the waver of a member returned for this place, 
whoſe election was queſtionable, before the ſame 
was determined ; 

Ordered, that the buſineſs, touching the election 
for this town, be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections; to take the ſame into con- 
ſideration at their next fitting this afternoon, the 
firſt buſinek. Sri 

15th. Mr. Serjeant Charlton made report from 
the committee of privileges and elections, touching 
the election for this town : That the committee had 
examined the cauſe upon the merits, and concerning 
Sir Richard Lloyd's waver of his being returned as 
burgeſs for this borough ; and that it appeared to 
the committee, that, after Mr. Thomas had prefer- 
red his petition, ſetting forth his election as burgeſs 
for this borough, Sir Richard Lloyd having notice 
thereof, and being elected knight of the ſhire for 
che county of Radnor, had waved his election for 


this borough; and tliat this houſe, not being inſorni- 
ed that that election was queſtioned, did thereupon 
direct a new writ for a new election, by virtue 
whereof, Mr. Baſſet was elected and returned; where- 


as Mr. Thomas, at the former election, had clearly 
the majority of voices, there being 105 for him, 


and but 40 for Sir Richard Lloyd, and none of 
them came to the poll; and that Sir Richard Lloyd 
acknowledged, that he knew nothing of the election 
till he was advertiſed thereof by a letter ; and thar 
he did not make any defence ; and the opinion of 
the committee, that Mr. Thomas was duly choſen ; 
and that the committee ſubmitted to the judgment 
of the houſe what was to be done with Mr. 
Baſſet. | 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that this houſe doth 
agree with the committee, that Mr. Thomas was 
duly choſen burgeſs for this town, and only ought 
to ſit in the houſe, as burgeſs for this place, 

Reſolved, alſo, upon the queſtion, that the new 
writ and election of Mr. Baſſet is void; and that the 
ſame be diſcharged : And | 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown, on Mon- 
day next, attend this houſe with the ſeveral returns 
touching this town; and that the ſheriff of Glamor- 
ganſhire do likewiſe attend, and take the ſaid writ 
and indenture, whereby Mr. Baſſet was returned, 
from che file ; and that he do bring in the inden- 
ture, whereby Mr. Thomas was returned, and file 
the ſame : whereof the ſheriff's deputy, or ſuch as 
deal for him, are to have notice. 

18th. Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that the de- 
puty clerk of the Crown, now attending at the door 
with the returns, do take from off the file the writ 
and indenture whereby Mr. Baſſet was returned a 
burgeſs for this town ; and that he cancel the ſame. 
And alſo, 

Reſolved further, that he do raze the name of Sir 
Richard Lloyd out of the indenture, whereby he 
was returned burgeſs for this town; and that he do, 
inſtead thereof, inſert the name of Thomas, 
elyuire, who was duly elected for the ſaid town of 
Cardiff. All which was done accordingly. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Thomas Strad- 
ling, the younger, eſquire; complaining of an un- 
due return of Sir Robert Thomas, baronet, to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament as a burgeſs for this town, 
in injury of the petitioner, who was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned ; was read. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. No report appears. 


CARDIGANSHIRE. 


Is is one of the twelve ſhires of Wales, 
= Who were impowered to ſend members to par- 
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liament by the ſtatute in the 27th of Henry the 5** An. 


eighth, and hath ever ſince returned. The me- 
moirs of the elections, and matters of that ſort re- 
lating to them, which I have met with, here follow. 

May 16, 1660. The humble petition of the gen- 
try, and others, freeholders of this county, was 
read. 

Ordered, that new writs be iſſued, for election for 
members to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
county and town; and that Mr. Speaker do ſend 
his warrant to the clerk of the Crown, to make out 
new writs for election of members, to ſerve in par- 
liament for this county and town; and that the 


gleſea in 


Append. 


Lords Commiſſioners of the great ſeal, or any = | 
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128 The County of CARDIGAN. 


of them, do iſſue out, and paſs the ſame, under the 
great ſeal accordingly. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the miſdemeanor 
about miſcarriage of the writ for election of mem- 
bers to ſerve for this county; and that the committee 
do fit this afternoon to examine this buſineſs. 

There doth not appear to be any report made 
from the committee of this matter. 

Feb. 4, 1688. A petition of John Vaughan, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue election and re- 
turn of a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent convention for this county, in prejudice of the 
petitioner, was read, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame with their opinion. 

June 20, 1689. Colonel Birch reported from the ſaid 
committee, the ſtate of the caſe as it appeared to 
them, viz. 

For the petitioner, the counſel inſiſted, that there 
being two coroners of this county who ought to 
have made the return, the return was made only 
by one of them, viz. Morris alone ; and though 
there was an agreement between the candidates not 
to poll the non-reſidents, yet they were polled for 
Mr. Lewis, and refuſed for the petitioner ; and there 
was an agreement to adjourn the poll till Monday, 
yet the toroner cloſed it on Saturday : and called, 

Mr. Price one of the coroners ; who ſaid, Mr. 
Morris denied to ſeal up the poll books at the firſt 
adjournment; and it was agreed the non-reſidents 
ſhould be laid aſide on both ſides, and Mr. Vau- 
ghan's non-reſidents were ſent out of town; but 
next day Mr. Lewis's non-reſidents were called and 
admitted: that, on Saturday night, Mr. Lewis deſired 
ſeven of his men might be polled, becauſe they 
lived at ſome diſtance; and it was agreed after 
polling ſeven each, the poll ſhould be adjourned , 
that they after polled above ſeven each, but he 
went away and Mr. Morris returned Mr. Lewis 
without his conſent : that ſeveral of Mr. Vaughan's 
non-reſidents who offered to poll, were refuſed. 

Mr. David Lloyd and others, witneſſed the agree- 
ment about the non-reſidents, and the ſending away 
Mr. Vaughan's non-reſidents, and alſo for the ad- 
journment of the poll till Monday. | 

They then called ſome perſons to prove, that Mr. 
Lewis polled ſome perſons not qualified : 

John Thomas John, ſaid, that he was informed 
James Evans had four nobles a year ; Richard John 
about 20 ſhillings; and David John Prees, ſome 

ſaid four nobles, others thirty ſhillings. 

Jones ſaid, Evans was not a freeholder of above 
25 ſhillings per annum ; James had not 20 farthings 
a year; Richards 12 ſhillings a year; and Hugh 
Williams no great matter, cannot ſay what. 

For Mr. Lewis, it was inſiſted, that the poll 
was fairly carried on : that the Prince of Orange's 
letter being delivered to Mr. Morris the coroner, 
he gave the notice ; that the poll began on Thurſ- 
day, continued till Saturday, which was ſufficient 
to poll all that were polled; that the non-reſidents 


were polled on both ſides ; that there was no agree- 


ment for the adjournment of the poll till Monday, 
after ſeven were polled; and Mr. Vaughan polled 
twenty after the ſaid pretended agreement. 

Sir Carberry Price ſaid, he was at the election 
when the Prince's letter was read and a poll de- 
manded ; that the ſecond who cried out for Mr. 
Vaughan was Mr. Price, and they polled on all 
alike : he cannot ſay any thing as to the agreement, 
but the non-reſidents were polled for both ; that 


Mr. Morris made proclamation, and ſent twice to 
Mr. Vaughan, and would not cloſe the books till 
he had Mr. Vaughan's reſolution : he was there 
the whole time, but heard no agreement about the 
non-reſidents, or for the adjournment, inſiſted on; 
that he ſaying to Mr. Vaughan, We have loſt 
te jt for this time,” he anſwered, ** No,” © You know 
every well to the contrary ; for I have loſt it:“ he 
thinks Morrice behaved as he ought to do, but 
Mr. Prees behaved more like a party than a judge, 

Mr. Price ſaid, he was at the election on the 
17th of January; and the Cotoner aſked whowere the 
candidates, and Mr. Lewis and Mr. Vaughan ap- 
peared to be ſo; that one producing a book that 
non-reſidents ſhould not vote, the other inſiſted they 
had a right, and it was agreed they ſhould be taken 
for both; that John Philips and his fon, who were 
ſaid to be refuſed as non-reſidents, were polled for 
Mr. Vaughan; that on Saturday evening, an adjourn- 
ment to Cardigan was propoſed by Mr. Vaughan, 
but never heard Mr. Lewis or Mr. Morris to con- 
ſent: and when there was no more to poll, and Mr. 
Morris preſſed to proclaim Mr. Lewis, he re- 
fuſed till he had ſent for Mr. Vaughan to know if 
he had any more to poll ; that the witneſs was one 
who was ſent to Mr. Price the coroner to join with 
Mr. Morris in the return of Mr. Lewis, but he re- 
fuſed : he knew no one rejected who offered to 
poll, though he was there all the while; that Mr. 
Morris made three proclamations for perſons to 
come to poll; and after, when Mr. Vaughan ſaid he 
would poll no more, they caſt up the books and 
proclaimed Mr. Lewis, | 

David Lloyd, eſquire, and ſeveral other gentlemen 
ſaid, the non-reſidents were agreed to be taken, but 
to be wrote down as non-reſidents. 

Charles Lloyd, eſquire, ſaid, the method was, when. 
ever any was ſuſpected, he was ſworn as to his freehold, 

Mr. Morris the coroner ſaid, Mr. Vaughan's 
party objecting to the non-reſidents, he ordered 
them to be wrote as ſuch ; that on Saturday Mr. 
Vaughan ſaid, he would poll all night, and there- 
upon they went to poll, and there were twenty of 
Mr. Vaughan's polled laſt; that ſome would have 
had him proclaimed Mr. Lewis duly elected, but 
he would not till he had ſent Mr. Vaughan notice; 
and then did not before he had made three procla- 
mations ; and not any coming to poll, he then caſt 
up the books and proclaimed Mr. Lewis : that he 
remembered there were 385 for Mr. Lewis, and 
363 for Mr. Vaughan, and he numbered the non- 
reſidents on both ſides; that he rejected not any 
who would ſwear they were freeholders, and he 
ſwore any perſon when deſired : upon the whole the 
committee reſolved, 

That John Lewis, eſquire, is duly elected a knight 
of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this county : which was agreed to by the houſe. 

April 1, 1690. A complaint was made againſt 
the high-ſheriff of this county, That he hath not 
yet made any return of the members to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this county into the Crown- 
office. 

Ordered, that the high-ſheriff of this county be 
taken into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms at- 
tending this houſe. ws 

4th. The houſe being acquainted, that the high- 
ſheriff of this county hath fince the order of the 
1ſt inſtant, whereby he was ordered to be taken 
into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, made his re- 
turn into the Crown-office of the members to ſerve 


for the ſaid county, and it being moved that he 
1 may 
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may be diſcharged : Ordered, the high-ſheriff of 
this county be diſcharged, paying his fees. 

8th. A petition of John Vaughan, eſquire, was 
read ; ſetting forth, that the petitioner was duly 
elected for this county, by a majority of legal voters ; 
but the ſheriff, by confederacy, and adjourning the 
poll, and admitting the voices of ſuch who only 
had mortgages to poll for Sir Carbury Price; and 
denied perſons of the ſame capacity, and better 
eſtates, to poll for the petitioner : that the high- 
ſheriff adjourned the court ſo often and to ſuch 
diſtance of places, that he polled the day after the 
writ was returnable; and, by ſuch partiality, he re- 
turned Sir Carbury Price to ſerve for the ſaid ſhire, 
in prejudice to the county, and the petitioner : and 
praying relief &c. 

Ordered, the petition be referred to the commit- 
tee of privileges and elections; to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 6. Mr. Vaughan preſented another petition, 
ſetting forth, that by an act made 1 Marie, the coun- 
ty-courts of this county are appointed to be kept 
at the towns of Aberyſtwith and Cardigan, alternis 
vicibus : that the next county-court, after the writ 
for electing a knight of the ſhire came to the ſhe- 
riff's hand, happened to be at Aberyſtwith ; where 
the ſheriff proceeding to an election, the petitioner 
and Sir Carbury Price were candidates, and many 
polled on either ſide that day ; and, had the ſhe- 
riff then done his duty, the poll would have been 
finiſhed ; but he, by confederacy, adjourned the poll 
to the next day, when the writ was returnable , 
upon which day the ſheriff allowed ſuch as only had 
mortgages to poll for Sir Carbury Price, but re- 
fuſed perſons of the like capacity for the petitioner ; 
and although there were above 400 qualified voters 
who would have been polled that day, yet the 
ſheriff, contrary to the duty of his place, refuſed 
to poll them; but before 12 o'clock adjourned the 
court and poll to Cardigan, above 30 Welſh miles 
off, till two o'clock the next day; and then, when 
the return of the writ was paſſed, proceeds to a 
pretended poll, and made an illegal return of the 
ſaid Sir Carbury Price, in prejudice to the petitio- 
ner, and freeholders of the ſaid county : and praying 
relief &c. 

Ordered to be referred as before. 

Nov. 24. Ordered the report to be made on Fri- 
day next. 

28th. Mr. Gray reported from the ſaid committee 
the caſe, as it appeared to them upon the ſaid pe- 
titions. | 

That the queſtion was, whether the poll was 
duly adjourned from Aberyſtwith to Cardigan. 

Upon the poll, the numbers were 

For Sir Carbury Price 185, 

For Mr. Vaughan — 91. 
That there is an act of parliament 1 Mariæ, 
that ſays, That the ſheriff's turn ſhall be held, 
alternis vicibus, at Aberyſtwith and Cardigan. And 
this time it was to be kept at Aberyſtwith. 

Thar, the ſheriff came down the gth of March 
was not ſworn till the 11th, and the election was 
the 19th. 

That the ſheriff, ſome time before the election, de- 
clared the turn was to be kept at Aberyſtwith ; but 
= the eaſe of the county he would adjourn to Car- 

igan, 

For the petitioner, Marmaduke Williams ſaid, 
the ſheriff declared all the voters ſhould be polled 


at Aberyſtwith, before he adjourned to Cardigan; 


that the election began the 19th of March, when 


.the voters were called by ſeveral liſts, and ſome 


were polled on both ſides ; and the ſheriff adjourn- 
ed the poll till the next day, and promiſed Mr. 
Vaughan his liſt ſhould be called firſt > the next 
day the under-ſheriff came and began with Sir Car- 
bury Price's liſt ; afterwards Mr. Vaughan delivered 


in a liſt of 150 freeholders, of which only 24 were 


polled : and the under-ſheriff ſaid, . adjourn to two 
at Cardigan,” and ſo adjourned to Cardigan 
without proceeding in that liſt ; though he believes 
there were ſeveral hundreds ready to poll for Mr. 
Vaughan, and many cried out to be polled. 

Jones ſaid to the like effect, the ſurprize of the 
adjournment ; and ſaid, beſides the 91 polled for 
Mr. Vaughan, he knew of 273 freeholders more 
ready to poll for Mr. Vaughan at Aberyſtwith. 

Haberley ſaid, beſides the 91 and the 273 ſpoke 
of by Jones, he knew 49 other frecholders, ready 
to poll for Mr. Vaughan. 

Rice Vaughan ſaid, there were 485 freeholders 
who would have voted for Mr. Vaughan, whereof 
394 did not poll. 

That, on behalf of Sir Carbury Price, were called, 
William Powell; who ſaid, he believed there was 
100 unpolled for Sir Carbury Price, at the adjourn- 
ment on the 2oth of March, 12 o'clock : that 
the reaſon the ſheriff gave for the adjournment was, 
becauſe he was adviſed, that that being the day of the 
return of the writ, he could not adjourn atter 12 
o'clock ; that there was a proclamation, but whe- 
ther before or after the adjournment, he could not 
be poſitive. 

Lloyd faid, there was a proclamation before the 
adjournment ; that when they came from Aberyſt- 
with, he believes there were 100 to poll for Sir 
Carbury Price; and they were forced to get boats, 
becauſe there were not horſes enough. Another 
Lloyd ſaid, that the ſheriff came at the time of the 
adjournment to Cardigan, and upon notice that Mr. 
Vaughan would come thither, he ſtaid an hour or 


two expecting him from Aberyſtwith : that Sir Car- 


bury Price had 100 came with him, and he might 
have had 300 more about Cardigan. 

Eraſmus Davis ſaid, the ſheriff ſome time before 
the election, had ordered proclamation to be made 
in the market-towns of the deſigned adjournment 
to Cardigan and he heard ſuch proclamation made 
at Lampeter. 

George Powell ſaid, that ſeveral houſes were 
taken up at Cardigan for Mr. Vaughan, but he 
never came or polled there; and Sir Carbury Price 
polled about 37. Upon the whole, the committee 
reſolved, 

That the adjournment of the poll, taken at the 
election of a knight of the ſhire for this county, by 
the ſheriff of the ſaid county, from Aberyſtwith to 
Cardigan, is a legal and good adjournment. 

That Sir Carbury Price, baronet, is duly elected 
a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this county. 

Theſe reſolutions were read twice; and upon 
the ſecond reading, the firſt was on a diviſion 
agreed to by a majority of three, and the other by 
a majority of one, only. 

Nov. 12, 1694. A warrant for a new writ was 
ordered for the election of a knight to ſerve for this 
county, in the room of Sir Carbury Price, deceaſed. 
And, 

Dec. 7. A complaint being made to the houſe, that 
the writ for the electing a knight of the ſhire for this 
county, was not delivered to the ſheriff , 

Reſolved, That all the writs for the electing 
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members to ſerve in parliament, be immediately 
ſent to the proper officers, for execution thereof, 
with all convenient ſpeed. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of Thomas Johnes, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, the petitioner, and 
Lewis Priſe, eſquire; were candidates at the elec- 
tion of a knight, to ſerve in this preſent patlia- 
ment for this county : that by threats, and other 
illegal practices, ſeveral electors were prevailed up- 
on to vote for Mr. Priſe ; and ſeveral others, that 
were not qualified, were admitted to poll for him : 
and Nathan Griffin, eſquire, high-ſheriff of the 
ſaid county, ſhewed himſelf very partial, in taking 
the poll againſt the petitioner, by rejecting the pe- 
titioner's voters, and neglecting to adminiſter the 


abjuration oath (though required) to Mr. Pryſe his 


voters, and declaring Mr. Priſe duly elected, with- 
out examining the poll-rolls, and denying any ſeru- 
tiny; and according!y hath returned him, although 
the petitioner was duly elected by a majority of legal 
votes, and ought to have been returned: and 
praying &c, 

Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid election, and 
return, be heard at the bar of the houſe, on the 
10th of February next. 

Nov. 16, 1709. A petition of Thomas Johnes, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
a knight, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this county, the petitioner, and Lewis Priſe, were 
candidates : that by threats, and other illegal prac- 
tices, ſeveral perſons were prevailed upon to vote 
for the ſaid Mr. Priſe ; and others admitted to poll, 
that had no right ; and others, that had not taken 
the abjuration oath, though thereto required: and 
Nathan Griffin, high-ſheriff, was otherways par- 
tial for Mr. Priſe, by refuſing to take divers legal 
votes for the petitioner, and declaring Mr. Priſe 
duly elected, without examining the poll, and de- 
nying a ſcrutiny, though deſired ; by which means 
the ſaid ſheriff pretended, the ſaid Mr. Priſe had 
ſome ſmall majority upon the poll, and hath re- 
turned him, though the petitioner was duly choſen : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter thereof, 
and to report the ſame with their opinion. 

26th. Ordered it to be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittee, to hear the matter of this petition on the 
gth of January next. 

Jan. 9. Ordered it to be heard before the com- 
mittee on Wedneſday next. 

16th. Ordercd the report to be received on Wed- 
neſday next. 

18th. Mr. Compton reported the matter of the 
faid election: 

That the poll was for Mr. Pryſe 333, 
For the petitioner 347. 
But the counſel for the petitioner inſiſted, that the 
majority of votes was procured for Mr. Pryſe by 
menaces, and other undue and illegal practices; as 
alſo by the partiality of the ſheriff, in the execution 
of his office, and by his refuſing to adminiſter the 
abjuration oath, though thereto required; and they 
called, 

Lewis Vaughan, John Williams, Walter Lloyd, 
eſquires, and the Lord Liſburn: who ſaid, they 
wete at the laſt election for this county, and that 
ſome reflections had been made upon the petitioner, 
as if he had ſplit freeholds, to multiply votes: 
petitioner and his friends made a propofal to Mr. 
Pryſe, that every voter ſhould be ſworn as to the 
time of his having his freehold, in erder to prevent 


and Mr. Price having polled twenty, the petitioner 


the 


ſplit votes; as alſo, that all perſons, ſuſpected under 
age, ſhould be obliged to prove the contrary ; but 
it was not agreed to. 

That, inſtead therevf, it was agreed, that it ſhould 
be by tens or twenties on each fide, alternatively , 
and the poll was carried on accordingly, from Wed- 
nefday the ad of June till Friday following, about 
fix o'clock, when a propoſition was made to poll 
twenty each, and then adjourn till the next day: 


proceeded to do the fame ; but there appearing but 
nineteen (the twentieth being confined trum giving 
his vote) the ſheriff, contrary to his agreement, re. 
fuſed to adjourn the poll till next day, and ptoceed. 
ed to poll Mr. Pryſe's voters, whereby he procured 
himſelf a majority that night; for that feveral free- 
holders, who would have voted for the petitioner, 
depending upon the poll's being adjourned over 
till Saturday, went away from the court; all which 
were loft to the petitioner, by the ſheriff's refuſing to 
adjourn the poll, as aforefaid : but none of theſe wit. 
neſſes could name ary perſon who would have voted 
for the petitionet, and were not polled before the 
ſhutting up the books, except one Evans, who was 
ſaid to be confined in gaol till the poll was over. 

That, upon the cloſing of the poll, the petitio- 
ner complained of the ſheriff's partiality, and told 
him, he ſhould hear thereof in the houſe of com- 
mons; and then a ſcrutiny was demanded, but te- 
fuſed by the ſheriff. 

That Thomas Reece was coming to vote for the 
petitioner, but the ſheriff, ſtepping off the bench, 
and brandiſhing his cane at him, he then voted 
for the ſitting-member. 

That one Mr. Oliver Howell coming to poll, 
being reputed a nonuror, the petitioner deſired the 
ſheriff to adminiſter the abjuration oath to him, 
before he was ſuffered to poll; but the ſheriff re- 
fuſed it, ſaying, he knew no Jaw that enjoined him 
to do it, and Mr. Howell polled ; and when the 
act of parliament was ſhewn to him, in regard to 
the oath, the ſheriff ſaid, he would conſider of 
it, 
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John Williams ſaid further, that, upon comparing 
the lift of the freeholders, he was fatisfied,. had not 
the ſheriff broke the agreement of the adjourning the 
poll on the Friday night, there would have voted 
fo many more the next day, as would have made a 
majority for the petitioner. 

Mr. Walter Lloyd ſaid, that he was with the pe- 
titioner when the ſheriff told him, he had ro, ooo l. 
ſecurity offered him by Mr. Lewis, to indemaiiy 
him, if he returned Mr. Pugh, who was expected 
to have been candidate; and when the ſheriff, con- 
trary to the agreement, would poll on for Mr. Pryſe 
on Friday night, he was told, there would be ſeve- 
ral more freeholders to vote for the petitioner the 
next day, and was therefore deſired to adjourn the 
poll till that time, which he refuſed : but neither 
Mr. Lloyd, nor Mr, Williams, named any one who 
would have voted. 

Lord Liſburn ſaid, that the poll was broke up 
in great diforder and confuſion, feveral gentlemen 
coming drunk upon the bench, and crying out for 
a poll; and though a ſcrutiny was demanded, it 
was refuſed. 

William John Evans ſaid (by an * 
that on Friday he went, about twelve o'clock, to 
ſee a friend of his, who was in the county-goal 3 
and when he would have come out, he was told by 
the priſoners, the gaoler was abſent, and none elle 
had command of the door; ſo that he was forced 
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ro ſtay till the gaoler returned, which was after the 
election was over; he owned, he came to Cardigan 
two days before. 7 

Mr. Hughs ſaid, he knew Reece Owen, who is 
wrote in the poll for Mr. Pryſe, voted for Mr. 
Pugh. | 

Thomas Richerds, clerk, ſaid, he is chaplain of 
St. Mary's in Cardigan, and his falary ten pounds 
yearly ; but when Mr. Laugharne had the eſtate, he 

lowed him forty ſhillings more yearly ; and about 
three years after, Mr. Pryſe purchaſed the eſtate : 
he went to his ſteward, and demanded his arrears of 
the forty ſhillings yearly, which was not paid till 
ſome time before the election, when the ſteward 
preſſed him for his vote; but he told him, he 
would not be engaged before the election; but was 
paid the three years arrears : that, about five weeks 
before the election, Mr. Pryſe aſked his vote, and 
offered, if he would vote for him, he would make 
his ſalary ſixteen pounds yearly ; but meeting him 
the next day, Mr. Pryſe defired he would not men- 
tion what paſſed the night before. 

Morgan Howells, eſquire, ſaid, Mr. Pryſe, about 
nine days before the election, treated him, and 
about twelve or fifteen gentlemen of the county, 
at one Evan Reece's houſe, about ſix miles from 
Cardigan; but moſt of them were Mr. Pryde's re- 
lations, or juſtices of the peace. | 
That Mr. Pryſe's counſel inſiſted, that a ſcrutiny 
ought not to be granted in a county election; and 
Mr. Pryſe was duly elected, having a majority of 
thirty-ſix upon the poll, after all the petitioner's 
votes were polled. | 

That five or fix proclamations were made before 
the poll was cloſed, and there was no manner of 
partiality by the ſheriff, during the election; and 
to prove it they called, 

r. Walter Lloyd, Mr. John Ford, Mr. Tilley, 
and Mr. Charles Lloyd: who ſaid, they were preſent 
during the election, and have been at ſeveral eleCti- 
ons; but never ſaw one tranſacted with leſs partia- 
liry in a returning officer, than in the then ſheriff 
who is a gentleman of near eighty years of age. 

That the preliminaries were agreed to; That no 
perſons, ſuſpected minors, ſhould be polled, till 


they proved their age; and that each candidate 


ſhould poll by twenties : which was punctually 
complied with, and the freeholders ſworn according 
to the act of parliament in that behalf; and no 
voter, objected to by the petitioner, was ſuffered to 
poll, till all objections were cleared. 

That on Friday evening, the laſt day of the poll, 
Mr. Pryſe having polled his twenty votes in his 
turn, the petitioner endeavoured to do the ſame, 
but ſtopped ſome time at fourteen, and then at 
nineteen ; whereupon the court waited about an 
hour and a half, for the petitioner's voters to come 
in, and no one appearing, Mr. Pryſe defired he 


might go on in polling, which he did accordingly ; 


and five or fix proclamations being made, and no 
one appearing to vote for the petitioner, Mr. Pryſe 
left off polling, though he had ſeveral ready to 
poll for him, and deſired the books might be cloſed, 
which was done; and all five books (which books 


were taken by five ſworn clerks) agreed perfectly; 


and it appeared by all the ſaid books, that Mr. 
Pryſe had a majority of thirty-ſix ; upon which the 


petitioner told Mr. Pryſe, he had carried the elec- 


tion fairly, and congratulated him thereupon. 

That as to Mr. Howells, he is well known to be 
well- affected to the government; and is now, and has 
ſeveral years been, a practiſing attorney: that when 


he came to poll, he took the freeholder's oath, 
and was polled; and an offer being afterwards made, 
that the abjuration oath might be tendered to him, 
he told Mr. Lloyd, a juſtice of the peace, he had 
taken it before him, and would do it again; and, it 
not being in court at the time, he ſaid he would at- 
tend for that purpoſe next morning, which he did ; 
and that the faid Lloyd knows, Mr. Howells has 
taken it ſeveral times : that Mr. Lloyd owned, he 
was a tenant to, but no ways a manager for, Mr. 
Pryſe ; but Mr. Vaughan, and Mr. Williams, are 
brothers-in-law to the petitioner. 

Mr. David Lloyd ſaid, one Morgan, who voted 
for Mr. Jones, had a mil!-ſtone, of about forty 
ſhillings value, given him for his vote; and Mr. 


Pryſe never declared himſelf a candidate, till the day 


of election. 

The committee reſolved, 

That Lewis Pryſe, eſquire, is duly elected a knight 
of the ſhire, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this county. 

The ſaid reſolution being twice read, was agreed 
unto by the houſe. 

March 31, 1715. A petition of Thomas Johnes, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for this 
county, the petitioner, and Lewis Pry ſe, eſquire, were 
candidates : that ſeveral qualified perſons would have 
polled for the petitioner, but were by threats, &c. 
hindred from ſo doing; and others admitted to poll 
for the ſaid Mr. Pryſe, who refufed to take the 
oaths: and the faid Mr. Priſe, or agents, were 
guilty of many other illegal practices, in order to 
procure him to be elected and returned; and he is 
ſo elected and returned accordingly, although the 
petitioner had a majority of qualified votes : and 
praying &c. | | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame with their opinion. 

Aug. 8. Upon a call of the houſe, the name of 
Lewis Pryſe, eſquire, being called over, and he not 
appearing z 

Ordered, the ſaid Lewis Pryſe be ſent for in 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

Feb. 2. The ſerjeant at arms being called upon to 
give account of what he hath done, in relation to 
Lewis Pryſe, efquire, who was, on the 8th day of 


. Auguſt laſt, ordered to be ſent for in cuſtody, for 


not attending the ſervice of the houſe ; he acquainted 
the houſe, that the meſſenger he ſent to bring up 
Mr. Pryſe, had been at his houſe at Gargathen, Dut 
that he was not there; nor could the meſſenger 
have any intelligence where he was. 

Ordered, that Lewis Pryfe, eſquire, do ſurrender 
himſelf into the cuſtody of the ſcrjeant at arms 
attending this houſe, by this day month at the far- 
theſt, upon pain of incurring the further diſpleaſure 
of this houſe; and of being proceeded againſt with 
the utmoſt ſeverity. 

March 7. The order of the 2d of February laſt 
being read, requiring Lewis Pryſe, eſquire, to ſur- 
render himſelf into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 
arms attending this houſe, by this day month at 
fartheſt, the ſerjeant was called upon, to know 
whether he had heard from the ſaid Mr. Pryſe; and 
he acquainted the houſe, that he had not heard from 
him. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe, that he had 
received a letter from the ſaid Mr. Pryſe, and he 
delivered the ſame to the clerk, to be read ; and 
the ſame was read accordingly, and is as follows; 
VIZ, 
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«SIR, 

* Itis with pleaſure that I embrace every opportu- 
* nity of returning you my acknowledgments, for 
the good offices you have done me, as often as the 
i caſe of my unavoidable abſence has come under 
„debate in the houſe : the repeated experience I 
have had of your friendſhip in this point, encou- 
„ rages me to hope for the continuance of them 
* which I ſhall not offer to deſire longer, than 
* the reaſonableneſs of my caſe ſhall appear to de- 
“ ſerve them. 

I beg leave once more to repreſent it to you; 
* and, through your aſſiſtance, to the honourable 
„ houſe ; whoſe diſpleaſure, as it is a very ſenſible 
“ affliction to me, I ſhould be glad, by any means 
„ in my power, to remove: that as it is impracti- 
© cable for me to attend by the time appointed, 
„ becauſe of a very ſevere fit of the gout which I 
am now afflicted with, and thereby give ſatisfac- 
„tion to the houſe in the method they have in- 
« ſifted on; I hope they will accept of ſuch as is in 
my power; and give me a favourable hearing, 
© when I repreſent to them, that I was choſe 
„ knight of the ſhire of Cardigan, when I was at 
e one hundred miles diſtant from it, and had been 
& abſent thence for ten months before the time of 
« my election; which I was ſo far from ſeeking, 
© that I never aſked a vote for it, and was choſe 
even againſt my inclinations, 

* I know not how far a man is obliged to ſtand 
* to the choice a county makes of him: ſure I am, 
„that I have reaſon to complain of a force, that 
e has adminiſtred the occaſion of my diſobliging 
© the honourable houſe, by an abſence cauſed by 
“ infirmities ; under which I laboured at the time 
of my choice, and which have continued upon 
me ever ſince with the greateſt ſeverity, and with 
*© little or no intermiſſion. 

* In theſe circumſtances, I would fain hope, that 
„* the honourable houſe will rather blame the coun- 
e try's choice, than him who has been unwillingly 
forced into a poſt, and lies under the misfortune 
(for I flatter myſelf, it will not be thought a 
crime) of not being able to attend the buſineſs of 
it; and will therefore lay aſide their diſpleaſure, 
and remit the ſentence ordered againſt me. | 

And I am the rather encouraged to hope this, 


1 
1 
nh 
18:1 
4 
|}; 
I 


— 
2 


— 


* book of Sir Edward Coke's Inſtitutes, ſhews, 

* from various records, that incurable diſtempers 

have been conſtantly allowed by the houſe for a 

* Juſt excuſe of non-attendance ; and, upon debates 

„in ſuch caſes, no other puniſhment has been in- 

e flicted, than excuſing the ſervice of the member, 

and ordering a new writ for electing a perſon duly 

qualified, and capable of attending the buſineſs 

of the houſe. This being the courſe of parlia- 

*© mentary proceedings in ſuch caſes as mine, which 

«© I have now truly repreſented to you, and can 

produce hundreds of witneſſes to confirm, I hope, 

the unhappy incapacity I am under, of attending 

the ſervice of the houſe, will be thought to de- 

« ſerve no ſeverer treatment, than has been uſual 

in the like caſes; and that my ready ſubmiſſion 

" to the honourable houſe's pleaſure in this point, 
will be a means to reſtore me to their favourable 

opinion, and engage you to — the requeſt 
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« Your moſt obliged, and 
Aberlleferry, e obedient humble ſervant, 
eb. 18, 1715. 


« LI. Parsen.“ 
6 I know not how far the houſe, in their laſt 


e becauſe Mr. Prynn, in his comment on the fourth 
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e order about me, might be influenced by any re- 
<< port of the meſſenger, who came down to my 
e houſe; but, to prevent miſrepreſentation, I think 
it proper to aſſure you, that within three days 
« after a very dangerous fit of the gout ſuffered 
4 me to come down ſtairs, I came thence hither 
« to my father-in-law's, 18 miles in my way to 
London; but the motion of even ſo ſmall a jour. 
* ney brought another fit upon me immediately; 
„with which I have been laid up here ever ſince, 
© not having been yet ſo much as able to return to 
my own houſe.” 


Reſolved, that Lewis Pryſe, eſquire, a member 
of this houſe, having been ſent for in cuſtody of 
the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe, the eighth 
day of Auguſt laſt, for not attending the ſervice of 
this houſe ; and having never qualified himſelf as a 
member of this houſe, by taking the oaths at the 
table ; be forthwith brought up in cuſtody. 

23d. Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe, that 
the meſſenger who went, purſuant to the order 
of the 7th inſtant, to bring Lewis Pryſe, eſquire, 
up in cuſtody, was returned : 

Whereupon he was called in; and, at the bar, gave 
the houſe an account what he had done, purſuant 
to that order ; viz. 

That he had been at Aberlleferry, where he had 
heard Mr. Pryſe was, but did not find him there; 
and that he had been at Mr. Pryſe's houſe in Car- 
diganſhire, and had ſearched that, and ſeveral other 
houſes, for him, but could not find him; but that 
one Dr. Pugh, Mr. Pryſe's phyſician, delivered a 
letter to him from Mr. Pryſe, dated the 12th inſtant 
at Aberlleferry which he delivered in, and it was 
read, and is as follows z viz. 


« Aberlleferry, March 12, 1714. 
« Mr. Kingham, 

“ Having had ſome intelligence of your coming 
here, I thought it more adviſeable to be removed 
“out of the way, than to make myſelf a priſoner 
* in this ſickly condition that I am now in; the 
* conſequences of which would be fatal to me, if 
* I ſhould be required to undertake a London jour- 
„ ney, as my phyſician, and the whole country, 
„can inform you. I am 

„ Your friend and ſervant, 
„LE. Pxrsk.“ 


Reſolved, that Lewis Pryſe, eſquire, a member 
of this houſe having been ſent for in cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe, the 8th day 
of Auguſt laſt, for not attending the ſervice of this 
houſe; and having never qualified himſelf as 2 
member of this houſe, by taking the oaths at the 
table; and having been, on the 2d of February 
laſt, ſummoned to ſurrender himſelf into cuſtody 
of the ſerjeant at arms, upon pain of being pro- 
ceeded againſt with the utmoſt ſeverity ; and he 
having abſconded, and peremptorily refuſed to ſur- 
render himſelf into cuſtody, be, for the ſaid con- 
tempt, expelled this houſe. 

March 7, 17:6. A petition of Thomas Johnes, 
eſquire, to the ſame effect, was again read, and re- 
ferred as before. 

Dec. 6, 1717. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a knight of the ſhire for this county, 
ul as room of Lewis Pryſe, eſquire, expelled this 
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CARDIGAN Town. 


HIS is the ſhire town of the county of this 
name; which in conjunction with the bo- 

roughs of Aberiſtwyth and Adpar, is entitled to 

elect one burgeſs to parliament. By the charter 
'1; of King Richard the IId, it was impowered to 
Il. chooſe a mayor, and two bailiffs ; but by a later 
23 Charter, viz. in the 23d of Queen Elizabeth, it 
conſiſts of a mayor, two bailiffs, and 12 aldermen. 
The conteſts concerning the election of a burgeſs, 
which have come before the houſe of commons, 
are theſe: 

The matter concerning an election for this bo- 
rough, is ſet out by Sir Symonds D' Ewes; And as 
there is no memoir, or journal, in the houſe of com- 
mons of this year, I have copied it from his Journals, 
as follows ; viz. 
wes's Nov. 5, 1604. For the matter between Dr. Au- 
dal, brey, doctor of civil law, and Mr. William“ Dela- 
Wc barr, barriſter of the common law, of Lincoln's Inn, 
ere. touching the burgeſsſhip of Cardigan in Wales, the 
cauſe ſtood thus. 

CARDIGAN hath been by antient precedents 
ever ſince the firſt year of Queen Elizabeth, a burgeſs 
rigin, town, and ever the return hath been for Cardigan 
only. Now this parliament, the ſheriff of the ſhire 
favouring the town called Aberyſtwith, after he had 
received the parliament writ, ſent his warrant to 
the bailiffs of Aberyſtwith to chooſe a burgeſs, &c. 
who choſe a burgeſs, viz, Dr. Aubrey, and return- 
ed him a burgeſs for Cardigan and Aberyſtwith, 
and ſheweth in the indenture the election to be 
made by both towns ; and the indenture was ſigned 
with the ſheriff's hand. On the other ſide, the 
bailiffs of Cardigan, underſtanding the writ to be 
come to the ſheriff, took notice thereof, and, with- 
out warrant from the ſheriff, made an indenture and 
eleftion of William Delabarr, and ſent the ſame in 
a letter to him, Mr. Delabarr ſought the ſheriff 
or his deputy in London, to deliver the indenture 
of Cardigan; but not finding him, delivered the 
ſame to the clerk of the Crown, paid his fees, was 
ſworn, and admitted into the houſe till this preſent 
day. Now at this committee for privileges, Dr. Au- 
brey came to complain: The committee found upon 
the examination, that the county-court was as well 
kept at Aberyſtwith as at Cardigan, (alternis vicibus) 
and that the county-court was to be kept this time 
at Aberyſtwith : ſo when they went to the conference, 
both Aubrey and Delabarr were deſired to depart 
forth, and upon conſultation theſe queſtions aroſe. 
1. Whether the houſe have power to fine the 
ſheriff, becauſe, according to the ſtatute, he ſent not 
his warrant to Cardigan : Next, if he be puniſhable 
by the penalty of the ſtatute. Alſo, if he have purſued 
his authority in making his election at Aberyſtwith; 
which are left, with divers other doubts, to the diſ- 
cuſſing of the houſe the next day, and to the re- 
port of Sir Ed. Hobbie or Mr. Solicitor. Nothing 
more appears, and this was taken (as Sir Symonds 
writes) from a private journal. Neither do I find 
it ever determined. 

April 13. Mr. ſerjeant Snig maketh report 
of a caſe, referred to the committee for returns and 
privileges, viz. touching a difference in the elec- 
tion of a burgeſs for the town of Cardigan in Wales : 
and firſt, reciteth the effect of the ſtatutes, directing 
the form of chooſing a burgeſs for the parliament 
in every ſhire of Wales, in theſe words: * Anno 
23 Hen. VT. cap. 15. The ſheriff, after the receipt 
of the writ to chooſe a knight and burgeſs for 
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The Town of CARDIGAN. 


the parliament, &c. ſhall deliver, without fraud, 
a ſufficient precept, under his ſeal, to the head 
officer of the ſhire town of the ſaid county; re- 
citing in the ſaid precept the ſaid writ of parlia- 
ment, commanding him, by the ſaid precept, to 
chooſe one burgeſs for the ſaid ſhire town ; and 
that the ſaid head officer ſhall lawfully return the ſaid 
precept to the ſaid ſheriff, by indenture between 
the ſaid ſheriff and they of the ſaid election, and 
of the name of the ſaid burgeſs ſo by them choſen. 

35 Hen. VIII. cap. Foraſmuch as the inhabitants 
of all the cities and boroughs in every of the twelve 
ſhires of Wales, not finding burgeſſes for the parlia- 
ment themſelves, muſt bear and pay the burgeſſes 
wages within the ſhire towns of and in every the ſaid 
12 ſhires in Wales; the burgeſſes oi every of tlie ſaid 
cities, boroughs and towns, which be, and ſhall be, 
contributary to the payment of the but geſſes wages, 
of the ſaid ſhire towns, ſtall be lawfully admo- 
niſhed by proclamation, or otherwiſe, by the ſaid 
head officer of the ſaid town to come and give 
their elections for the electing of the ſaid burgeſſes, at 
ſuch time and place, lawiul and reaſonable, as 
ſhall be aſſigned for the ſame intent by the ſaid 
head officer of the ſaid ſhire town: in which election 
the ſaid burgeſſes ſhall have like voices and autho- 
rity, to elect, name, and chooſe the burgeſs of the 
ſaid ſhire town, like, and in ſuch manner, as the ſaid 
burgeſſes of the ſaid ſhire town have. 

THE CASE. 

Sir Richard Price, knight, ſheriff of the county 
of Cardigan, according to theſe ſtatutes, general and 
uſual for all Wales, after the receipt of the King's writ 
for the choice of a knight for the ſhire, and burgeſs 
for the town of Cardigan, made forth his precept 
to the mayor of Cardigan, being mayor of the 
ſhire town; who, according to theſe ſtatutes, made 
proclamation. 

The ſheriff of the ſhire, minding to make choice 
of a friend of his, notwithſtanding this his precept, 
proceeds to an election of another in Aberyſtwith, 
one of the contributary towns; and receives the re- 
turn of the indenture, made between him and the 
mayor of Aberyſtwith, and others, having voices in 
the ſaid election; this being in the ſheriff's county 
then held in Aberyſtwith ; by which indentures 
Richard Delabarr is returned burgeſs, elected for 
Cardigan. 

The mayor of Cardigan, being mayor of the 
ſhire town, returns his election, lawfully made ac- 
cording to the ſtatutes by indenture, wherein Wil- 
liam Bradſhaw, eſquire, reſident within the town of 
Cardigan, is elected: the ſheriff returns both in- 
dentures. This being the truth of the caſe, and 
debated by the committee, the reporter ſaid; they 
were clearly of opinion, That William Bradſhaw 
was lawfully elected, returned, and ought to be 
ſworn ; and the ſheriff to be cenſured, according to 
the courſe of the houſe in ſuch caſes of offence 
of ſheriffs.” 

Whereupon, Mr. Speaker requiring the opinion 
of the houſe, they aſſented, and Mr. Bradſhaw was 
ſworn and admitted : and beſides, it was ordered 
that Mr. Speaker ſhould dire& his warrant to the 
ſerjeant of the houſe for attaching the body of the 
ſaid ſheriff, as in like caſes is uſual : (which ſee in 
the Appendix.) 

17. Moved, That the ſheriff of Cardigan might 
be ſent for, to anſwer his proceedings at the election 
formerly complained of ; and diſputed, whether by 
the ſerjeant or by attachment; and reſolved, upon 
queſtion, to be ſent for by the ſerjeant, or his deputy. 


133 


The City of CARLISL E. 


April 30, 1662. Serjeant Charlton reported from 
the committee of privileges and elections, touching 
the election for the town of Cardigan, between Mr. 
Philips, and Sir Francis Lloyd; that the queſtion 
did -ariſe upon the ſtatute 35 Hen. VIII. as to the 
notice to be given of the election for members to 
ſerve for ſhire-towns in Wales : and the committee 
was of opinion, that notice of all elections of members 
for ſhire-towns ought, by the intent of the ſaid act, 
to be given to the out-corporations and boroughs, 
which do not ſend burgeſſes themſelves ; and that 
no ſuch notice being given, therefore the election 
of the ſaid Mr. Philips is void: to all which the 
houſe agreed, and reſolved it accordingly. 

Feb. 28, 1711. Ordered a warrant to the clerk 
of the Crown to make out a new writ for electing a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, 
in the room of John Meyrick, eſquire, who hath 
accepted the office of chief juſtice of the counties 
of Cardigan, Merioneth and Angleſey. 


of privilege by them committed againſt Chriſtopher 
Muſgrave, eſquire, a member of this houſe, on 
behalf of themſelves, and of Robert Jackſon, Junior, 
Thomas Jackſon, and Edward Monkhouſe, waz 
read; whereby they acknowledged their offence, and 
begged pardon of the houſe; and prayed to be 
diſcharged. 

Ordered, that the ſaid John How, Robert Jackſon, 
and William Nicholſon be brought to the bar on 
Wedneſday next, in order to be diſcharged. 

Dec. 7th. The faid John How, &c. were 
brought to the bar by the ſerjeant at arms, where, 
upon their knees they received a reprimand from the 
Speaker, 

Ordered, that the ſaid John How, &r. be dif. 
charged, for the preſent, out of cuſtody of the fer. 
jeant at arms, paying their fees: Mr. Speaker ac. 
quainting them, that the houſe expected, that Chriſ- 
topher Muſgrave, eſquire, be forthwith reſtored to 
his freedom in that city. - 

Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of Thomas Stanwix, 
eſquire, was preſented and read; ſetting forth, that 
Philip Howard, eſquire, and James Lowther, eſquire, 
and the petitioner, were candidates, at the election 
of members to ſerve in parliament for this city; 
and Mr. Lowther, by his agents, by ſeveral corrupt 
and illegal practices, procured a great number of 
voices, as well good as bad, which were all polled 
for him; and by threats, and other undue means, 


CARLISLE. 


HIS is the ſhire town of the county of Cum- 
berland. It is a city and biſhop's ſee, and by 
Duzdal-'s that means became ſo. In the 35th of Edward I. 
— there was a parliament held here. It has ſeveral 
mY charters of liberties from the time of Henry the 
third to Charles the firſt's, the laſt of which is ſaid 


to be in the 13th of that reign. It has been re- 
preſented in parliament as Doctor Willis writes, 
ab origine : Mr. Prynn has given his liſt of its re- 
preſentations from the 3oth of Edward I. but Doctor 


deterred many from voting for the petitioner ; by 
which means, and by the partiality of the Lieutenant- 
governor, and deputy-mayor of the ſaid city, Mr. 
Lowther got himſelf returned, though the petitio- 
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Reg. 1014 Willis has inſerted it from the 23d of that reign. 
Willis ut The memoirs of its conteſted elections, or matters 
ſupra. relating to its repreſentatives, do not appear till 
very modern times. | 

Nov. 14, 1692. A complaint was made to the 
houſe, that the council of this city had disfran- 
chiſed Chriſtopher Muſgrave, eſquire, a member of 
this houſe by an order of the ſaid council dated the 
29th of July laſt ; which order was delivered in at 
the clerk's table, and there read as followeth ; viz. 

The City of Carliſle.” 

At the council held the 29th day of July 
laſt, anno Domini 1692; preſent the mayor, and 
major part of the aldermen, and capital citizens 
of the ſaid city:? 

* The queſtion being put, whether or no Mr. 
Chriſtopher Muſgrave, a repreſentative for this city 
of Carliſle, be disfranchiſed from his freedom within 
the ſaid city; it is anſwered, nemine contradicente, 
That he be disfranchiſed; and he is accordingly de- 
prived from his freedom, as aforeſaid.” 

And the town-clerk being called in and examined; 

Reſolved, nemine contradicente, That the disfran- 

chiſing Chriſtopher Muſgrave, eſquire, a member 
of this houſe, by the mayor, aldermen and citizens 
of Carliſle, is a breach of the privilege of this 
houſe. Thereupon Mr. Muſgrave deſiring, that 
only ſuch as were moſtly concerned in the ſaid mat- petitioner have a copy, or ſight, thereof : that, after 
ter, might be puniſhed for the ſaid breach of privi- the poll was cloſed, and objections made to ſeveral 
lege; which were John How, ſenior, late mayor of votes on both ſides, it appeared that the petitioner 


ner had the majority of legal voices, and ought to 
have been returned : and praying ſpeedy reliet &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges to examine the matter, and report the 
ſame with their opinion. No report made. 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of Thomas Stanwix, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that, on the diſſolution 
of the laſt parliament, William Nicholſon, eſquire, 
then, and yet mayor of this city, and other agents 
for James Lowther, eſquire, conſtantly to the very 
time of election endeavoured, by bribery, promiſes, 
threats, and other undue practices to influence the 
then approaching election in favour of the ſaid Mr. 
Lowther ; and for that purpoſe, the mayor after the 
teſte of the writ, reſtored ſeveral perſons formerly 
disfranchiſed to their freedoms; though he refuſed to 
reſtore others in the like circumſtances, becauſe he 
ſuſpected they would vote for the petitioner : and 
at the laſt election of citizens to ſerve in parliament 
for the ſaid city, the petitioner ſtood a candidate; 
and the ſaid mayor declared he would return Mr. 
Lowther right or wrong, and refuſed to poll ſe- 
veral legal votes for the petitioner ; and polled ſe- 
veral for Mr. Lowther who had no right ; pretend- 
ing to govern himſelf by ſome book, or liſt, of the 
freemens names in his'cuſtody, which he, or ſome 
other perſon, has altered, he refuſing to let the 


Carliſle, William Nicholſon, Robert Jackſon, ſenior, had a great majority, who inſiſted to be returned = 
Robert Jackſon, junior, Thomas Jackſon, and Ed- which the ſaid mayor refuſed ; and adjourned the J g 
ward Monkhouſe: poll, and altered it as he pleaſed, and never came di 

Ordered, that the faid perſons be ſent for in to the place of adjournment, to examine, or proceed 8 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe, upon, the poll; but privately in a tavern, he, and * 
for ſuch their breach of privilege of this houſe. ſome of the aldermen and freemen, executed, as 15 — 

Dec. 5. A petition of the ſaid John How, pretended, an indenture; wherein it is alledged, that bes 
gentleman, late mayor of this city, Robert Jack- the ſaid Mr. Lowther was duly elected, and have bo 
ſon, and William Nicholſon, aldermen of the ſaid cauſed him to be returned accordingly, though un- | 


city, in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms for a breach juſtly 
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and many undue practices were uſed before, 
and at, the ſaid election: and praying the houſe to 
take the iſes into conſideration & c. 

Ordered, that the petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 23, 1708. Ordered a warrant for making 
out a new writ, for electing a citizen, to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this city, in the room 
of Sir James Montague, knight, made attorney- 
general. 

Dec. 4, 1710. A petition of Samuel Gledhill, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late election 
of members, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this city, the petitioner, Sir James Montague, and 
Brigadier Stanwix, were candidates: that ſeveral 
qualified perſons offered to vote for the petitioner, 
and were refuſed; yet others were admitted to vote 
for Sir James Montague, that had no right; by 
reaſon whereof, and by bribery, and other undue 
practices of Sir James, and his agents, he has got 
himſelf returned, to the petitioner's prejudice, who 
had a majority of legal voters, and ought to have 
been returned accordingly : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine he matter, and 

the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 17. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ, for 
electing a citizen for this city, in the room of 
Thomas Stanwix, eſquire, made governor of Gi- 
braltar. 

Feb. 20. The houſe being informed, that Colonel 
Gledhill was at the door, and had ſomething to offer 
to the houſe ; he was called in, and, at the bar, 
heard, what he had to ſay, 

And then he withdrew. 

Colonel Gledhill having, at the bar of this houſe, 
charged Sir James Mountague (a member thereof) 
with writing a letter, reflecting upon the honour of 
her Majeſty, and this houſe; and deſiring time to 
produce his witneſſes, which are in the country, to 
prove the ſame ; 

A motion being made, and the queſtion being 
put, that this matter be taken into farther conſide- 
ration, on this day three weeks; it paſſed in the 
affirmative. 

March 9. The houſe being acquainted, that her 
Majeſty had been pleaſed to order the officers of her 
army in Spain to repair to their commands there, 
upon Monday next ; 

Reſolved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to 
her Majeſty, that ſhe will be pleaſed to give leave to 
Colonel Gledhill, to ſtay ſome days longer. 

14th. The houſe proceeded to take into conſi- 
deration, the matter of the charge of Colonel Gled- 
hill upon Sir James Mountague : 

And Colonel Gledhill, being called in (the mace 
lying on the table) was acquainted, that he might 
call his witneſſes one by one : 

And the bar being down, he ſtood on the right 
hand of it, coming in from the door ; and each 
witneſs ftood by him, upon his examination : 

And ſeveral witneſſes having been examined, as 
well on the part of Colonel Gledhill, as of Sir 
James Mountague ; the colonel, and witneſſes, were 
directed to withdraw. | 

The Lord Biſhop of Carliſle having been men- 
tioned in the evidence, given at the bar, in relati- 
on to a letter, written to him by Sir James Moun- 
tague ; and ſeveral copies of part thereof had been 
— by his lordſhip, and ſent to ſeveral per- 

ns; | 


And the houſe being informed, that his lordſhip 


juſtly 


deſired to be admitted to be heard ; a chair wis 
directed to be ſet for his lordſhip within the bar, 
on the left hand from the door : and the doors were 
opened; and his lordſhip was admitted in; and, 
ſtanding by the chair uncovered, was deſired to fir 
down; which he did, and was covered for ſome 
time: and then his lordſhip roſe up again, and ſtood 
by the chair uncovered, and was heard; and then 
withdrew. 

And Sir James Mountague was heard. 

Then the houſe being informed, that tlie Lord 
Biſhop of Carliſle defired to be admitted to be heard 
again, to clear ſome doubts, he had been acquaint- 
ed, was in ſome perſons; he was admitted in again, 
as before: and he acquainted the houſe with what 
he had further to offer; and then withdrew. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that Wil- 
liam Lord Biſhop of Carliſle hath diſperſed ſeveral 
copies of a letter, pretended to have been received 
from Sir James Mountague (a member of this houſe) 
in order to procure Sir James Mountague to be 
elected a citizen in the city of Carliſle, reflecting on 
the honour of her Majeſty ; and, by concerning 
himſelf in the ſaid election, hath highly infringed 
the liberties and privileges of the commons of Great 
Britain, 

Then a motion being made, and the queſtion be- 
ing put, that Colonel Gledhill has made good his 
charge againſt Sir James Mountague ; 

It paſſed in the negative. 

Reſolved, that Colonel Gledhill had ſufficient 
grounds for bringing the ſaid charge before this 
houſe. 

Dec. 10, 1711. The petition of Samuel Gledhill, 
eſquire, was again preſented, and read ; and refer- 
red as before. 

Feb. 20. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Saturday next. 

23d. Mr. Freeman reported the matter upon the 
ſaid petition : That the right of election was agreed 
to be in the mayor, aldermen, bailiffs, and free- 
men, reſident or not reſident : and the poll was— 
for Sir James Montague 277 — for the petitioner 
167: 

That the petitioner excepted to 155 of Sir James 
Montague's voters : that it appeared, 41 of them 
were admitted to their freedom after the eſte of the 
writ; Viz. 32 on the 2d of October, 1710, and 9g 
upon the 7th of that month : and of theſe one only 
voted for the petitioner ; eight for the petitioner and 
Sir James Montague; and the reſt for Sir James 
Montague only : 

That on the 2d of October, three, who had been 
disfranchiſed, were reſtored, and they voted for Sir 
James Montague : four others, who had been dis- 
franchiſed, were excepted to, becauſe they were re- 
ſtored juſt before the teſte of the writ ; viz. 21ſt of 
September, 1710 : one of theſe voted for Sir James 
Montague only ; the other three for the petitioner, 
and Sir James Montague. | 

That the counſel for Mr. Gledhill called Blay- 
lock : who ſaid, two quakers, who voted for Sir 


James Montague, refuſed the affirmation : 18 others 


(whom he named) were objected to, as receiving, 
alms or penſions from the town; and that the twelve 
firſt (by him named) told him a year ago, that they 
received charity from the corporation, ſome ſixpence, 
and others two ſhillings and ſixpence, a quarter : 
the other ſix are town-officers; viz. three beadles, and 
three ſerjeants, who have penſions or falaries from 
the town; and two of them told him, they would 
be for the petitioner, but that they ſhould loſe their 
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places if they did: that ſix others were excepted to as 
honorary freemen, and therefore not entitled to vote. 

Stagg ſaid, no one of theſe fix was a ſon of a free- 
man, therefore had no right; and they were all 
made free. ſince the laſt election, but Mr. Gilpin, 
who has voted at ſeveral elections: that Graham 
and Pattinſon are no freemen : that 81 of Sir James 
Montague's voters were exc to for bribery : 
and they called Stagg, who ſaid, that Edward Blay- 
lock owned he had 30 ſhillings ; and Bewley ſaid, he 
had 10 ſhillings from Jeremy Reed, for voting for 
Sir James Montague : that he had been one of the 
ſerjeants at mace for thirty years; and refuſing to 
vote for Sir James Montague, he was threatned by 
the mayor to be turned out; and accordingly was 
turned out, and Lawſon put in his place. 

Chriſtopher Lawſon ſaid, John Lawſon his father 
told him, he was put in for his engaging to vote for 
Sir James Montague; and that he had before pro- 
miſed the petitioner. 

How ſaid, Walby owned to him, that Reed ex- 
pended 22 ſhillings at his houſe on eight other 
voters (whom he named); and Walby told him, it 
was for their votes for Sir James Montague. 

Edward Williams ſaid, Thomas Tiffin faid, he 
had two guineas of Reed, otherwiſe would have been 
for the petitioner. | | 

Anthony Nixon, one of the choriſters, ſaid, he 
would have voted for the petitioner, but was threat- 
ned by the Biſhop of Carliſle : and Wallace faid, 
he would have ſo voted, if he had not been threat- 
ned by the mayor and corporation. 

Thomas Blaylock owned, alderman Parker gave 
him three half crowns to vote for Sir James Mon- 


Peter Wilſon, Robert Wilſon, and Huthart, 
owned they had two guineas each from the alder- 


 men,—Patrick Blaylock, 7 s. and 6d. from Reed. 


— Hethrington, a tree from Lord Carliſle's ſtew- 
wd.—Pattinfon, nine ſhillings from Mr. Brath- 
waite, and alderman Parker.-Jackſon and Bell, 
part of the freemens moor, which they incloſed. —- 
Lowry, twenty ſnillings.— Thomas Twentyman, 
a guinea from Reed. — John Twenty-man, 
a promiſe of one guinea from Reed. — Haynes, 
who keeps a private houſe, thirty ſhillings, for malt 
given him by the aldermen.—Linton ſaid, he had 
a promiſe from the corporation, not to be proſecut- 
ed in a ſuit about his mill. Stephen Diffick ſaid, 
he was made drunk by the mayor, and thought he 
voted for the petitioner.—Carruthers ſaid, he was 


' threatned to be ſued by alderman Jackſon. — Joſeph 


Nixon ſaid, he had promiſed the petitioner, but the 
biſhop wrote a letter to turn out all the choriſters 
who would not vote for Sir James Montague ; and 
therefore he treated ſeveral, and ſollicited votes for 
Sir James Montague. — Thomas Blaylock ſaid, he 
was promiſed five ſhillings for his vote by Reed. — 
Falder faid, he ſhould have voted for the petitioner, 
but his father was threatned to be indicted. —Knagg 
faid, he would have been for the petitioner, but 
was disfranchiſed ; and refuſed to be reſtored, when 
others were reſtored, though he has, ſince the elec- 
tion, been reſtored :—that Hind, who was a free- 
man's ſon, and Hodgſon, who were entitled, de- 
manded freedom, but were refuſed, becauſe they 
would not vote for Sir James Montague : — 
that Carlile and Barne, who were admitted in Octo- 
ber 1710, had no. right, not having ſerved ſeven 
years in the corporation: — that all who promiſed 
to vote for Sir James Montague (and who came to 
be made freemen on the ad of October) were let in- 
to- the hall; and thoſe, who refuſed, were kept out, 
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though they had right; and the door ſhut by the 
chamberlain :—that, on the election-day, Reed, 
and Mr. George Brathwaite, upon the bridge, about 
a mile out of town, ſtopt the voters as they came; 
thoſe for the petitioner they turned by, and thoſe 
for Sir James Montague they had them to an ale- 
houſe in the town, and treated them, and then 
went to the poll with the city muſick. He named 33 
by a liſt, who were ſo treated ; of whom ſix voted for 
the petitioner ; and there were many others, whoſe 
names he cannot remember. He alſo produced a 
letter from Mr. Rook, the town-clerk, to Mr. 
Lawſon, deſiring him to endeavour to get over 
Hodgſon, or any other, for Sir James Montague, 
and Mr. Stanwix ; and writes, Lady Lonſdale had 
wrote to all her tenants to be for them, and he 
would write to Lady Lonſdale of his readineſs : and 
alſo one Jackſon offered him (in London) 1001, 
to be out of the way, and not be a witneſs for Mr, 
Gledhill ; but he refuſed it: that Mr. Rook has 
pulled down his ſtall, and disfranchiſed him, and 
threatned him ; and alderman Jackſon offered him 
to be reſtored, if he would not go to London. 
Pattinſon ſaid, that Reed gave him fifteen ſhil. 
lings to vote for Sir James Montague, and had 


his note to repay it, in caſe he did not; according- , 


ly he did vote fo, and afterwards Reed promiſed 
to tear the note: that he told him others had 
done the ſame ; and he could get any one's vote for 
ten ſhillings : and that the petitioner would preſs 
him, but Sir James Montague would fave him, if 
he would vote for him. He alſo named four others, 
who voted for Sir James Montague, who were 
treated by Reed: that Reed gave Bell ten ſhillings, 
and Snowden two pair of breeches, to vote for Sit 
James Montague: that Jackfon ſaid, he durſt not 
vote againſt Sir James Montague, leſt he ſhould be 
indicted. — He alſo ſaid, he was a ſhoemaker of this 
city, and came up with the petitioner in 1710; and 
has been with him ever fince, and was a witneſs for 
him at the bar: that he durſt not go down again, 
leſt Reed ſhould do him a miſchief : that a perſon 
unknown offered him 101. if he would go out of 
the way, till Colonel Gledhill's trial was over. 
Lawſon ſaid, that, on the election-day, Reed and 
Brathwaite treated forty of the voters for Sir James 
Montague, as beforementioned, and came then to 


How ſaid, that there were about ſixty of them 
ſo treated at Croſby's, and eighteen at another houſe, 

For Sir James Montague, was called, 

Edward Carliſle : who faid, two or three days 
before the teſte of the writ, the petitioner aſked his 
vote; and ſaid, he did not value any expence, for 
if he could get into the houſe, he ſhould have a 
regiment, and ſtay at home : that about the ſame 
time, he gave the tanners fraternity three guineas 
to drink the Queen's health, and ſent for wine for 
them, and aſked their votes: that he has ſeen ſeve- 
ral pieces of plate in the guilds, given by the pe- 
titioner, when he ſet up for this city ; and about 
18 or 20 days before the election, he ſaw the peti- 
tioner's ſervant carry plate to one of the guilds : 
that it is uſual to make gentlemen, freemen of the 
corporation, and to admit them into the guilds, 
but they never treated, or made ſuch preſents, to 
his knowledge, on ſuch occaſions : that he was of 
the common- council; and on the 2d of October 
he was preſent, and all were made free, who offer- 
ed, and had a right; nor were there any threats, ot 
any thing like it: that the petitioner's counſel at 
the poll did not object to above 20 or 30 mw : 


SB AR 2D = BG Bd He eee 


' The City of CAR LIS IL E. 


that the ſerjeants at mace are annually choſen, and 
it is not in the power of the mayor to diſplace 
them, without the conſent of the corporation : that 
there were other candidates, and a formal election, 
when Stagg was turned out; and that he was diſplaced 
by a great majority, not above four being for him. 

Nixon ſaid, the petitioner, on the 21ſt of Sep- 
tember, was admitted a brother of the ſhoemakers 
company; and gave them two ſilver candleſticks, 
and a ſalver, and ten ſhillings to each to drink: 
that he then aſked their votes in the next election; 
and told them, he ſhould want 700 pair of ſhoes 
for his regiment, which the ſhocmakers there ſhould 
make : that he had the like quantity of ſhoes for ſix 


or ſeven years following before, but none the year 


of the election: that the company never had any 
plate given them before : that he (the witneſs) is 
one of the choriſters ; and they are appointed by the 
dean and chapter, and the biſhop has no power over 
them : that there was no letter, or meſſage, from 
the biſhop about the election: that he voted volun- 
tarily, and was not threatned; nor ever ſaid any ſuch 
thing do Blaylock relating to the election, or his 
voting at it. 

Reed ſaid, that on the 28th of September, 17 10, the 
petitioner was admitted of the weavers company; 
gave them three guineas and a ſilver bowl, and then 
aſked their votes: alſo of the glovers company, 
and gave them a ſilver bowl; and the like, and a 


ſtand, to the butchers company: that he never 


heard of ſuch preſents before, nor were ſuch ad- 
miſſions uſual in any more guilds than one. 

The town-clerk ſaid, Sir James Montague wrote 
to him and others, before and after the teſte, to 
forbid expence on his account: that the 21ſt of 
September, and 2d of October, are the uſual days 
of admitting freemen; and in 1710, none were 
admitted who had no right, and none refuſed who 
had: as to the ſix honorary freemen, Mr. Gilpin was 
admitted in 1698; Mr. Nicholſon is ſon of a freeman, 
and was admitted 14 years ago; Mr. Brougham's 
anceſtors were all freemen; and Mr. John and 
Peter Brougham, and Mr. Adderton, have long 
been freemen, and voted ſeveral times: that the 
town-officers have ſalaries, but no alms, or charity: 
that thoſe reſtored on the 21ſt of September were 
disfranchiſed the Auguſt before, in order to be wit- 
neſſes; and were reſtored the firſt time the corpora- 
tion met after the trial: that thoſe, reſtored on the 
2d of October, had been disfranchiſed for a riot, 
and upon ſubmiſſion were reſtored: that no one 
was hindred voting at the election; and the petitio- 
ner's counſel's objections were anſwered to his ſa- 
tisfaction: that the two quakers were never re- 
quired to take the affirmation : that Blaylock, the 


| Petitioner's witneſs, is of a bad character; and gave 


ſeveral inſtances thereof : that he had no ſtall, but 
had ſome hooks in a wall, which he took down, 
becauſe they were a nuiſance: that the town-ſerjeants 
are annual officers ; and there was a majority againſt 
Stagg on his re- election: that Brathwait, Parker, 
and Croſby, were concerned for Mr. Stanwix, and 
not for Sir James Montague : that he never heard 
of plate given to any of the fraternities, or guilds, 
but by the petitioner. | 

Wilſon faid, Blaylock and Heſlop carried him 
to How, who gave him twenty ſhillings to vote 
for the petitioner : that, on the election- day, he 
was at the petitioner's, and had of his agent ten 
ſhillings more for his vote; and voted for him and 
Sir James, who gave him nothing. 

The committee reſolved, that Sir James Mon- 
tague, knight, is duly elected a citizen, to ſerve in 


this preſent parliament for this city : which, ori 
being read twice, was agreed to by the houſe. 
April 3, 1721. Ordered, a warrant for a new 


. writ, for electing a citizen to ſerve in this preſent 


parliament for this city, in the room of Thomas 
Stanwix, eſquire, made governor of the town cf 
Hull. | 

Oct. 25, 1722. A petition of Thomas Stanwix, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late clection 
for this city, the petitioner, Henry Aglionby, and 
William Bateman, eſquires, were candidates : the pe- 
titioner, having a majority of legal votes next the ſaid 
Mr. Aglionby, ought to have been returned with 
him: that the petitioner finds the name of James 
Bateman, brother of the ſaid William Bateman, in- 
ſerted in the return with the ſaid Mr. Aglionby, 
although the petitioner did not hear the ſaid James 
Bateman was named as a candidate; notwithſtand- 
ing which, the ſaid James Bateman, by unwarrant- 
able and corrupt practices of the ſaid William Bate- 
man, or their agents, have procured the ſaid James 
Bateman to be returned with the ſaid Mr. Aglion- 
by, in prejudice of the petitioner and the citizens 
of this city : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine into the mat- 
ters thereof, and to report the ſame with their opi- 
nion. 

A petition of the perſons, whoſe names are there- 
unto ſubſcribed, electors of citizens to ſerve in par- 
liament for this city, on behalf of themſelves, and 
others of the ſaid electors, was read; ſhewing, that 
at the election of citizens, to ſerve in parliament 
for the ſaid city, the honourable Thomas Stanwix, 


and Henry Aglionby, were nominated as candi- 


dates; and William Bateman, efquire, known to 
very few, if any, of the ſaid electors, was alſo re- 
commended as another candidate ; and he, and his 
agents, having prevailed upon many of the elec- 
tors to engage their votes and intereft for the ſaid 
William Bateman, carried on a deſign, unknown 
to the petitioners, to put a brother of the ſaid 
William Bateman's upon them : and the better to 
prevent the ſaid deſign from being diſcovered, the 
ſaid agents, on the day of the election, nominated 
Mr. Bateman, without mentioning his Chriſtian 
name ; for neither of the Mr. Batemans appeared at 
the time of the election: that the names only of Mr. 
Aglionby, Mr. Stanwix, and Mr. William Bateman, 
were ſet down on the top of the books prepared 
to take the poll; and moſt of the electors gave their 
votes for Mr. Bateman, meaning the ſaid Mr. Wil- 
liam Bateman ; but the managers and agents of the 
ſaid Mr. Bateman, by their contrivance, have al- 
tered, or, by ſome unwarrantable means, procured 
the name of William Bateman, in the poll-books, 
to be made James Bateman; and he is returned, to 
the manifeſt abuſe of the electors: and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and eleCtions to examine into the matters 
thereof, and to report the fame with their opinion. 


CARMARTHENSHIRE. 


HIS is one of the twelve Welſh counties, 

and is repreſented in parliament by virtue 
of the ſtatute 27 Hen. VIII. The memoirs of its 
elections, and matters of that ſort, relating to its 
repreſentatives, which I have met with, are theſe 
following. 


Na | Feh. 


137 


The County of CA RMARTHEN. 


Feb. 17, 1667. Information being given (to the 
houſe) that Sir Henry Vaughan, being elected to 
ſerve for this county, was outlawed, after judgment, 
for a debt due on a bond of 1,0001. and the queſtion 
being, Whether he can be continued regularly a 
member of the houſe ; 

Ordered, the matter, touching Sir Henry Vau- 


ghan, be referred to the committee of privileges 


and elections to examine, and report it, with their 
opinions, to the houſe 1; and the record of the out- 
lawry is td be produced at the committee. | 

April 11, 1668. Serjeant Charlton reported from 
the ſaid committee, the cafe of the election of Sir 
Henry Vaughan and that the committee 
were of opinion, that there was nothing objected 
againſt Sir Henry Vaughan, to impede his ſitting 
in parliament; or that he was not duly elected a 
member: which being debated, the houſe agreed 
in the ſaid opinion, and reſolved it accordingly. 

Oct. 22, 1722. Apetition of Sir Nicholas Williams, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of a 
knight, to ſerve in parliament for this county, the 
petitioner, and Edward Rice, eſquire, were candi- 
dates : that the ſheriff, who was under the influence 
of the ſaid Mr. Rice, appointed the county- court 
to be held at Llandilo, a ſmall village, not ca- 
pable of lodging one third of the ſrecholders al- 
though the petitioner, by himſelf and friends, fre- 
quently acquainted him with the great inconveni- 
encies thereof, and deſired the ſame might be a 
more commodious place: that the election began in 
a ſmall room in the ſaid village, to which the free- 
holders could not come, without great difficulty, to 
give their votes; and there the poll was taken by 
his ſheriff, and under-ſheriff, who that day polled 
146 of the voters for the ſaid Mr. Rice, and but 71 
for the petitioner : that, on the next morning, at the 
ſitting of the court, it was agreed each candidate 
ſhould poll twenty by turns; and it was propoſed, 
by ſome of the friends of Mr. Rice, for diſpatch- 
ing the ſaid election, another ſhould be appointed; 
whereto the petitioner aſſented, under an agreement, 
in the ſame manner, by palling twenty by turns : 
that Mr. John Morgan, an attorney, in the intereſt 
of the ſaid Mr. Rice, was nominated by the ſheriff 
to take that poll; and proceeded, and polled 118 
for Mr. Rice, but 17 for the petitioner ; though he 
was put in mind of the ſaid agreement, yet he had 
no regard thereunto : that the ſheriff, by theſe 
means, polled the greateſt part of thoſe who voted 
for the ſaid Mr. Rice, to tire the petitioner's friends 
by unneceſſary adjournments ; which was done, in 
order to force the freeholders, that appeared to vote 
for the petitioner, to return home, before their 
votes ſhould be taken: that the ſheriff having poll - 
ed all the freeholders, that appeared for the ſaid 
Mr. Rice, adjourned the court till the next day; 
at which time the petitioner, with great num- 
bers of the freeholders, attended, and demanded to 
have their poll taken, but the ſheriff refuſed to take 
their votes: that the ſaid ſheriff, and under- 
ſheriff, proceeded very arbitrarily in taking the ſaid 
poll; permitted ſeveral perſons to vote for the ſaid 
Mr. Rice, who had no right of voting ; and refuſed 
to take others, who offered to vote for the petitio- 
ner : and praying &c. 

A petition of the ſaid Sir Nicholas Williams, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in parliament for this 
county, the petitioner, and Edward Rice, eſquire, 
were- candidates; and the ſheriff, who was under 
the influence 25 the ſaid Mr. Rice, appointed the 


county- court to be held at a ſmall village not capa- 
ble of lodging one chird of the frecholders; al- 
though the petitioner, by himſelf, and friends, fre- 
quently acquainted him with the great inconvenien- 
cies thereof, and deſired the ſame might be in a more 
commodious place; that the election began in a 
cloſe room in the ſaid village, to which the free. 
holders could not, without the greateſt difficulty, 
« + $66 give their votes ; where the poll was taken 
by the ſheriff and his under-ſheriff, who that day 
polled 146 of the voters for Mr. Price, and but +; 
for the petitioner : that it was agreed, each candi- 
date ſhould poll twenty by turns, and the ſherifk 
proceed to take the poll in that manner propoſed by 
ſome of the friends of the ſaid Mr. Rice for diſpatch. 
ing the election, another poll ſhould be 

whereto the petitioner aſſented: that John Morgan, 
an attorney, a perſon in the intereſt of the ſaid Mr. 
Rice, was nominated by the ſheriff to take the poll, 
and proceeded therein, and polled 118 for Mr. 
Rice, and but 17 for the petitioner : although the 
ſaid Morgan was privy to, and often put in mind 
of, the ſaid agreement; yet he had no regard thero- 
unto, and refuſed to poll any more for the petitioner: 
that the ſheriff by theſe means polled the greateſt 
part of thoſe that vated for the ſaid Mr. Rice ; and, 
in order to tire the petitioner and his friends, the elec- 
tion was protracted, by long and unneceſſary adjourn- 
ments, without the petitioner's conſent ; which was 
done, in order to force thoſe freehalders, that appeared 
to vote for the petitioner, to return home befare their 
polls ſhould be taken : that, purſuant to ſuch ad- 
journment, the petitioner and ſeveral freeholders 
attended to give their votes for the petitioner i but 
the ſheriff or his under-ſheriff not appearing, ſeve- 
ral gentlemen, on the petitioner's behalf, attended 
on the ſheriff to be informed of the occaſion there, 
of; who told them that the poll was cloſed, 
that he had returned the ſaid Mr, Rice : n 
ſaid ſheriff and under - ſneriff proceeded very 
trarily in taking the polls, and permitted 
perſans to poll for the ſaid Mr. Rice who h 
right ; and refuſed the votes of athers that 
right, and offered to vote ſor the petitioner : and 
praying &c. 

A motion being made, and the queſtion put, that 
leave be given to withdraw the firſt of the ſaid 
petitions, which was left with the clerk of the houſe 
on the 12th day of May laſt ; 
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It paſſed in the negative, as did a motion to hear 


it at the bar. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections to examine the matter thereof, 
and to report the ſame with their opinion. 

Reſolved, that the ſecond of the ſaid petitions of 
the ſaid Sir Nicholas Williams, which was left with 
the clerk of the houſe the 16th day of Auguſt laſt, 
be rejected. 

Jan. 10, 1723. The firſt of the ſaid petitions 
again preſented, and read, 

Ordered it to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame with their opinion. 

* 13, 1724. The ſame petition again read, 

and referred to the committee of privileges and 
elections to examine the matter thereof, and to re- 
port the ſame with their opinion. 

Dec. 16. Ordered, that the report be recuived 
an Friday next. 


18. Mr. Gybbon reported the matter of the ſaid | 


election, upon the ſaid petition. 
The 
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The poll was for Mr. Rice — 593, 
for the petitioner 588. 

That the petitioner's council produced evidence 
which diſqualified three of Mr. Rice's voters, as 
having only leaſeholds for years determinable on 
lives, and no freeholds ; and objected to four 
others, which were admitted by Mr. Rice's coun- 
ſel to be bad votes. 

The petitioner's counſel alſo alledged, that the 
petitioner could diſqualify ſeveral others; but thoſe 
already diſqualified gave the petitioner a majority, 
therefore it was not neceſſary to give any farther 
evidence. 

The counſel for Mr. Rice offered no evidence, 
but admitted the petitioner had a majority ; where- 
fore the committee reſolved. | 

That Edward Rice, eſquire, is not duly e 
2 knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this county. 

That Sir Nicholas Williams, baronet, is duly 
elected a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent 

liament for this county. 

The ſaid reſolutions being read twice, were agreed 
unto by the houſe : and the return ordered to be 
amended. 


CARMARTHEN Town. 


HIS is the ſhire town of the county of Car- 
marthen, and intitled to ſend members to 


parliament by the ſtatute 27 Hen. VIII. and has 
ever ſince returned ſuch members: of its elec- 


tions, and what relates to the members choſen, I 
have met with the following memoirs. 

April 12, 1614. Mr. Davis moveth againſt a 
ſheriff in Wales, excluding one elected a member 
of this houſe —That he would not ſuffer them to 
have any burgeſs at all—No burgeſs in Wales till 
27 Hen. VIII. then 12 knights, 12 burgeſſes. 
Every burgeſs to be of the ſhire-towns ; but every 
of the other to have voice in the election, and to 
be contributary.—** Et de burgo vocat. le ſhire-town,” 
the form of the writ. The ſhire-town not a name 
of a town, but the denotation of it, as the princi- 

town of the ſhire.— 

For Carmarthen, Mr. Thomas elected, being 
recorder there. —Nullus burgus uocat. fhire-town, 
unde burgus eligi poſſit——>Whereby may turn out 
all the burgeſſes for Wales. — Moveth for a com- 
mitting, and that the clerks of the Crown and petty 
bag may attend, and ordered accordingly ; and the 
committees for privileges to meet, to that purpoſe, 
to-morraw in the afternoon. 

Dec. 14, 1715. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
pra for this borough, in the room of Richard 

aughan, eſquire, made juſtice for the counties of 
Carmarthen, Pembroke, and Cardigan. 


CARNARVONSHIRE. 


TJ's is one of the twelve Welſh counties, 

and returns members to parliament by virtue 
of the ſtatute of 27th of Henry the eighth : of its 
elections, and matters relating thereto, I meet with 
the following memoirs. 

Nov. 10, 1640. Ordered a warrant to iſſue under 
Mr. Speaker's hand, directed to the clerk of the 
Crown, for iſſuing a new writ to be ſent to the 
ſheriff of this county for election of the knight of 
this ſhire ; becauſe no county-day did intervene be- 
tween the receipt of the writ and the day of ap- 
pearance in parliament, ſo that the writ was re- 
turned with a tarde. I 


The Town of ” CARMARTHEN and County of CARNARVON. 


Jan. 1. Ordered, that James Brinker, eſquire, 
high-ſheriff of this county, be forthwith ſent for as 
a delinquent, by the ſerjeant at arms attending on 
this houſe, to anſwer his negle& and contempt to 
this houſe and common-wealth, in not returning a 
knight and burgeſs for this town and county, in above 
a month after the election was made; and to anſwer 


other miſdemeanors, by him committed, in the car- 


riage of that election. : 
20th. The petition of Mr. Brinker high-ſheriff 
of this county, was read, and referred to Sir Lewis 
Dive's committee; to which committee, the petitions 
exhibited concerning the election for knight and 
burgeſs for the town and county of Carnarvon, is 
referred: and it is to be conſidered of at the ſame 
time when thoſe petitions are conſidered df; and the 
high-ſheriff is to be bailed in the mean time. 

Feb. 16. Reſolved upon the queſtion, that no 
longer time ſhall be given, than is already given 
by the committee, for bringing witneſſes to be exa- 
mined in the cauſe of the election of a knight, and 
burgeſs, for the county and town of Carnarvon. 

April 20, 1641. Ordered, the committee for Sir 
Lewis Dive be revived ; and ſhall fit to-morrow at 
two o'clock in the afternoon, in the court of Re- 
queſts, concerning the election for this county; and 
concerning divers petitions preſented to this houſe, 
by John Griffith, and William Thomas, eſquires, 
and, by order of this houſe, referred to that commit- 
tee; and concerning the ſheriff of this county. 

May 11. Ordered, the ſaid committee be reviv- 
ed again, as to the election of this county only, and 
the petitions that depend thereupon; and that they 
are to meet on Friday next at two o'clock in the 
court of Requeſts. 

12th. Whereas the committee for Sir Lewis Dive 
was appointed to ſit on Friday next, to conſider of 
the petitions concerning the election for this county; 
and likewiſe the petitions of the ſheriff of the ſhire, 
and of John Griffith, and William Thomas, eſquires, 
concerning the election for this county, and other 
buſineſſes there depending : it is now ordered, the 
ſaid committee fir ro-morrow in the afternoon in 


the court of Requeſts to conſider of the buſineſſes 


and matters to them referred. After which I don't 
find any other order. 

April 2, 1690 A complaint was made to the 
houſe, that the ſheriff of Carnarvon had not yer 
made a return of members to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament. | 

Ordered, the ſaid ſheriff be ſummoned to ſhew 
cauſe, why he hath not made his return. 

4th. A complaint being made to the houſe, that 
the high-ſheriff of this county hath not made his 
return into the Crown-office, of the members to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid county : 

Ordered, that the ſaid high-ſheriff be taken into 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

8th. The houſe being acquainted, that the ſheriff of 
the ſaid county had now made his return into the 
Crown-office ; and a motion being made, that he 
may be diſcharged out of the cuſtody of the ſer- 
jeant at arms; 

Ordered, that the higb - ſneriff of this county 
(firſt paying his fees) be diſcharged. 


CARNARVON Town. 


HIS borough is the ſhire town of the county, 

and as ſuch, with its contributary boroughs, 
Criccieth, Pwllely, and Conway, returns one mem- 
ber to parliament. The memoirs of its rights of 
election, 
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The Boroughs of CARNARVON and CASTLERISING. 


election, and to its repreſentatives in that reſpect, 
are theſe, | 

Jan. 11, 1640. Ordered, the petitions of Tho- 
mas Glynn, eſquire, and the petition of the bur- 
geſſes and freemen of the boroughs of Carnarvon 
and Conway in the county of Carnarvon, be re- 
ferred to the committee for Sir Lewis Dive's pe- 
tition. 

Match 5, 1713. A petition of William Owen, of 
Porkington in the county of Salop, eſquire, was 
read ſhewing, that at the election for this borough, 
the petitioner and Thomas Wynne, eſquire, were 
candidates; that at the ſaid election a tumult aroſe, 
occaſioned by Thomas Price, eſquire's, concealing 
the ſheriff's precept, who appeared at the election 
as counſel for Mr. Wynne : the mayor and bailiffs, 
with the petitioner, were forced to withdraw for their 
ſafety ; by which means the petitioner is deprived 
of being returned ; and that Mr. Meredith and 
Mr. Quillin have returned the ſaid Mr. Wynne, al- 
though they were not returning officers : and pray- 
ing &c. 

A motion was made to hear the ſaid petition at 
the bar of the houſe, but diſagreed to. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion, 

Then a petition of the mayor, bailiffs, and bur- 
geſſes, of the ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, 
that at the election for this borough, on the 10th 
of September, William Owen, and Thomas Wynne, 
eſquires, were candidates; and the mayor and bai- 
liffs ſwore a clerk, and appointed an inſpector of 
the poll, on each ſide : that one Humphry Mere- 
dith, and one Hugh Quellin, preſumed to act as 
bailiffs, without any right; and therefore the legal 
mayor and bailiffs proteſted againſt their pretended 
authority : that one Thomas Price, eſquire, counſel 
for Mr. Wynne, deſired to ſee the date of the pre- 
cept, and promiſed to deliver it again, but did not; 
upon which a tumult aroſe in the court, and the 
petitioners, for their own ſafety, were forced to with- 
draw ; upon which the pretended bailiffs proceeded 
to a poll for Mr. Wynne only; and returned him, 
in wrong of the repreſentation of the borough : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

A petition of Griffith Jones, Peter Rowland, and 
other burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, to the ſame 
effect, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Oct. 24, 1722. A petition of William Price, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
Thomas Wynne, eſquire, and the petitioner, were 
candidates; that many perſons were admitted to poll 
for the ſaid Mr. Wynne, who had no right to vote; 
and ſeveral perſons were refuſed, who had right, 
and offered to poll for the petitioner ; and many 
other unwarrantable practices were made uſe of in 
favour of the ſaid Mr. Wynne, who is returned for 
the ſaid borough, in prejudice to the petitioner : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the commit- 
tee of privileges and elections to examine the 
matter thereof, and report the ſame with their opi- 
wien. | 


CASTLERISING. 
\HIS borough is in the county of Norfolk, 


and is a mayor- town; but never ſent burgeſe 3 Way 


to parliament till 1388. The memoirs of its elec- 1; 
tions, and of its members in that reſpect, I have 
met with, are theſe. 


Jan. 9, 1580. Mr. Flowerden, who was member De 
for this borough, in the vacation was ſick ; upon ſug- Jong 
geſtion of which ſickneſs, a writ went to chooſe anew: ! 


whereupon Sir William Drewry was choſen, and re- 
turned for this borough, and on this day appeared i in 
the houſe for the ſame. In the ſame vacation, Mr. 
Beaumond, a citizen for Norwich, was alſo ſick of the 
gout ; and, upon the like ſuggeſtion, a new writ iſ. 


ſued, and Mr, Flowerden was choſen, and returned for 


Norwich. A queſtion thereupon aroſe, Whether 
ſuch as be returned, in places of perſons ſick, or of 
perſons abſent in the Queen's ſervice, be burgeſics, 
and the old diſcharged ? Mr. Norton thought the 
old burgeſſes remained, and that the ſaid cauſes of 
ſickneſs and ſervice are good excuſes for their ab- 
ſence, but no cauſes of removal; and alledged di- 
vers precedents, as of Dr. Dale, embaſſador in 
France; Sir Henry Sidney, deputy of Wales, — 
having formerly been both members, and abſent by 
reaſon of their employments, yet, when the caſe was 
once made known, and queſtioned in the houſe, they 
were ſtill retained, and no new ones choſen, or admit- 
ted: but however, although ſuch abſent members, by 
reaſon of ſickneſs or foreign employment, might be 
removed; yet it ought not to be done by a ſug- 
geſtion in Chancery, but by judgment of the houſe, 
upon information hereof. 

Mr. ſerjeant Flowerden, Mr. Robert docs. Mr. 
Seintpool, and ſerjeant Fleetwood, comptroller, ar- 
gued differently, and ſaid, that in all theſe caſes new 
ones are to be choſen, and the others diſcharged ; 
and that it need not be by judgment of the houſe, 
but it ſufficeth to ſuggeſt in Chancery, and procure 
a writ thereupon for a new election. And to que- 
ſtion this, was to diſcredit the Lord Chancellor, and 
ſcandalize the judicial proceedings of that court. 

And it was further alledged, that not only in theſe 
caſes, but in all others, wherein new elections are 
to be made, if the Lord Chancellor ſend out a writ, 
upon any ſuggeſtion, to chooſe a new burgeſs in the 
place of another, whether the cauſe be ſufficient or 
not to remove the former, or whether the ſuggeſtion 
be true or falſe; yet, if another be returned, the 
houſe is to accept the new burgeſs, and the other to 
remain diſcharged, until the matter be further clear- 
ed, upon examination, in the houſe : and, accord- 
ing to thefe opinions, Sir William Drewry was re- 
ceived for this borough, and Mr. F lowerden for 
Norwich. 


March 18. Mr. Cromwell, one of the committee lb 5 


for examinations of the returns and. defaults noted ou 
the laſt calling of the houſe, reported to the houſe 
the ſtate of the ſame examinations : whereupon, af- 
ter debate in the houſe, it was reſolved, ' 

That all ſuch, as have not been duly returned 
into the preſent parliament, as in lieu and place of 
others abſent, being either ſick, or employed in 
her Majeſty's ſervice abroad, or otherwiſe, and not 
dead, ſhall be for this time holden excuſed of their 
attendance, and of their ſitting in the houſe until 
this. preſent time ; but from henceforth ſhall be ut- 
terly diſcharged, and diſabled of their ſaid rooms 
and places, inſtead of ſuch other perſons not _ 
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The Borough of CASTLERISING. 


dead, unleſs ſpecial order ſhall be taken by the 
houſe to the contrary : and that, peruſing the re- 
turns and defaults, as alſo the former precedents of 
the houſe in like caſes ; it is adjudged, and ordered 


Sic origin. by the houſe, That Edward Flowredewe, ſerjeant at 


law; and who, the laſt former ſeſſion of this preſent 
parliament, did ſtand and appear a burgeſs for this 
borough, was nevertheleſs returned into this preſent 
parliament a citizen for the city of Norwich, in 
lieu and place of Thomas Beamonde, ſick, ſhall ſtill 
ſtand, and remain in his place for this borough, and 
not for the city of Norwich. — And ordered alſo, 
that Sir William Drury, knight, returned a burgeſs 
for this borough, in the room of Mr. ſerjeant Flow- 
redewe, ſhall be forthwith removed from his place. 

Jan. 7, 1673. A petition of Robert Offley, eſ- 
quire, was preſented to the houſe ; complaining of 
an undue return made of Samuel Pepis, eſquire, for 
this borough and town, in prejudice to the petitio- 
ner, who was duly elected for this borough, and 
ought to have been returned ; | 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 6. . Sir Thomas Meres reported from the 
committee the ſtate of the caſe, and the reſolutions 
of the committee, as followeth ; 

Reſolved, &c. that Mr. Pepis is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

Reſolved, &c. that Mr. Offley is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rou 

Reſolved, &c. that the election for the ſaid bo- 
rough is a yoid election, 

And the matter being debated, 

Reſolved, that the further debate be adjourned 
till Tueſday next, ten o'clock. 

10th. The houſe on the adjourned de- 
bate, touching the election for this borough, be- 
tween Mr. Pepis and Mr. Offley; but firſt took in- 
to conſideration what related to Mr. Pepis in per- 
ſon, | 

Information being given to the houſe by ſonie 
members, that they had received an account from 
a perſon of quality, that he ſaw an altar, with a 
crucifix upon it, in the houſe of Mr. Pepis; and 
Mr. Pepis, ſtanding up in his place, did heartily 
and flatly deny, that ever he had any altar, or cru- 
cifix, or the image or picture of any faint whatſo- 

in his houſe, from the top to the bottom of 


And the members being called upon by the 
houſe, to name the perſon who gave the informati- 
on; but being unwilling to do it without the order 
of the houſe ; at | 

Ordered, that ſuch members of this houſe, as 
have given information againſt Mr. Pepys, do name 
the perſons that informed them of the matter there- 
of: and the Lord Shaftſbury being named to be 
the perſon that informed them, and the houſe be- 
ing alſo informed, that. one Sir John Banks did 
likewiſe ſee the altar; 

Ordered, that Sir William Coventry, Sir Thomas 
Meres, and Mr. Garaway, do attend the Lord 
Shatftſbury, to be informed, whether his lordſhip 
had, at any time, ſeen an altar, and a crucifix, in 
the houſe of Mr. Pepis; when, and in what manner 


it was; and to receive what information his lord- 
ſhip can give on the whole matter. ? 


— — 
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Ordered, that Sir John Banks do attend at the 
bar of this houſe, to inform the houſe what he 
knows of the matter relating to Mr. Pepis. 

13th. Sir William Coventry reports, That, ac- 
cording to the order of the houſe, Sir Thomas 
Meres, Mr. Garaway, and himſelf, had attended 
the Earl of Shaftſbury, in the matter relating to 
Mr. Pepis; and that they had agreed upon a report, 
as follows : | 

The Earl of Shaftſbury denieth he ever ſaw an 
altar in Mr. Pepis's houſe, or lodgings : as to the 
crucifix, he hath ſome imperfe& memory of ſeeing 
ſomewhat, which he conceived to be a crucifix : 
when his lordſhip was aſked the time, he ſaid it was 
before the burning the office of the Navy : being 
aſked concerning the manner, he ſaid, he could 
not remember whether it was painted, or carved, 
or in what manner the thing was; and, that his me- 
mory-was ſo very imperfect in it, that, if he were 
upon his oath, he could give no teſtimony. 

Ordered, that Sir John Banks do attend, at the 
bar of this houſe, on Monday morning next, to in- 
form this houſe what. he knows of this matter, re- 
lating to Mr. Pepis. | : 

16th. The houſe proceeded in the matters, touch- 
ing the election for Caſtletiſing : 

And Sir John Banks, attending at the door, 
was, according to the order of the houſe, called in; 
and Mr. Speaker, in the name of the houſe, deſir- 
ing him to give his anſwer, what acquaintance he 
had with Mr. Pepis ; and whether he uſed to have 
recourſe to him at his houſe, and had ever ſeen 
there any altar, or crucifix z and whether he knew 
any thing of his being a papiſt, or popiſhly in- 
clined. 

Sir John Banks gave an account to the houſe, 
That he had known, and been acquainted with 
Mr. Pepis ſeveral years; and had often viſited, and 


converſed with him, at the Navy-office, and at his 


houſe there, upon ſeveral occaſions; and that he 
never ſaw, in his houſe, any altar, or crucifix z and 
that he does not believe him to be a papiſt, or that 
way inclined in the leaſt; nor had any reaſon or 


ground to think or believe it. 


Ordered, that Sir Thomas Littleton, or any other 
member, that the houſe ſhall be informed of, that 
were preſent, when the Lord Shaftſbury ſpoke the 
words relating to Mr. Pepis, do inform the houſe 
what they know of that matter. 

Reſolved, &c. that the further debate of the 
matter, upon the election for Caſtleriſing, be ad- 
Journed till Saturday next come ſevennight. 

April 10, 1713. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do 
iſſue his warrant to the clerk of the Crown, to 
make out a new writ for the electing a burgeſs, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
in the room of Horatio Walpole, eſquire, who, ſince 
his election for the ſaid borough, hath accepted of 
the office of one of the commiſſioners of her Ma- 
jeſty's revenues in Ireland. 

March 1, 1715. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of the honourable William Fielding, eſquire, 
made clerk comptroller of the houſehold. 

June 10, 1720. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of colonel Charles Churchill, made governor of 
his Majeſty's royal hoſpital at Chelſea, 
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The City of CHESTER. 


CHESTER. 


Tu. city is the capital of the county of 
Cheſhire, which was a county palatine in 
Edward the firſt's time, and veſted in the crown. It 
was made a county of itſelf in the reign of Henry the 
ſeventh, and incorporated by the name of mayor, 
recorder, and twenty-four aldermen, with two ſhe- 
riffs, and forty common- council- men; but never 
repreſented in parliament, until the 34th and 35th 
of Henry the eighth; when, by act of parliament, 
it was declared, that it ſhould ſend two citizens to 
be burgeſſes to parliament. The memoirs of its 
election and members, I have met with, are as follow. 

Feb. 19, 1672. A petition of William Williams, 
eſquire, recorder of this city, was read; complain- 
ing of the election of Colonel Werden, to ſerve for 
this city, in prejudice of the petitioner, who was 
duly elected for this place. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges to examine, and report the truth of the caſe, 
with their opinions therein; and firſt to examine who 
is returned by the proper officer. This matter was 
never determined, until 1675 ; when I find, 

May 27. That Sir Thomas Meres reported from 
the committee the ſtate of the caſe for this city, 
between Robert Werden, eſquire, and William 
Williams, eſquire. 

That it is the opinion of the committee, that 
William Williams, eſquire, is not duly elected to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid city of 
Cheſter. That it is the opinion of the committee, 
that Robert Werden, eſquire, is duly elected a mem- 
ber td ſerve in the preſent parliament for the ſaid 
City : to which the houſe agreed. 

March 27, 1690. A petition of Roger Whitley, 
and George Manwaring, eſquires, was read; ſetting 
forth, that they were duly elected for this city and 
county, by the major part of the legal electors; 
but the ſheriffs, not joining in the return, though 
Mr. Batho' (one of them) was willing ſo to do; and 
tendered an indenture, ſigned by him and the elec- 
tors for that purpoſe, to Mr. Partington (the other 
ſheriff) who refuſed to join therein ; but hath, to the 
apparent prejudice of the petitioners, returned Sir 
Thomas Groſvenor, and Richard Leving, eſquire, 
by another indenture, without the other ſheriff*s 
joining therein, and without their being duly cheſen: 
and praying the conſideration of the premiſes, that 
the invalidity of the ſaid pretended return ny be 
examined, and the petitioners reheved. | 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pci. 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. | 

Oct. 6, 1690. A petition of the ſame perfons ; 
ſetting forth, that the petitioners were duly elected 
For this city; but that, by combination Between 
one of the ſheriffs and the ſeal-keeper of the 
county palatine, Sir Thomas Greſvenor, bato- 
net, and Richard Leving, eſquire, wore retired, 
in prejudice of the petitioners, wade 

Ordered to be referred as before, 

Nov. 28. Ordered 'to be reported on Te 
next. 

Dec. 2. Mr. Gray reported, That the comte 


had examined the matter, 3 it appeared the poll wus, 


For Bir Thomas Greſvenor 498, 
Mr. Leving — 494, 
Mr. Whitley — 4284, 
Mr. Manwaring — 457. 


dloſed it ; and that next 


For the petitioners were called, 

David Parry; who ſaid, that 125 were made free 
after the teſte of the writ ; whereof 91 voted for 
the ſitting· members, and 23 or 25. for Mr. Whitley, 
and 22 for Mr. Manwaring : 'of this number wag 
one Selby, apprentice to Mr. Waltham, and fixteen 
others, minors. 

Bollard ſaid, that there are in Cheſter ſeveral 
alms-men, who wear badges, and have four 
per annum for their lives; whereof five voted for the 
petitioners, and eight for the ſitting· members; and 
that his ſon ſaid, he had ten ſhillings to make him 
free : that, on the 18th of March, he apprehended 
the poll was only adjourned, for ſheriff Batho? 
ſaid, he adjourned it; and next day, 18 freemen 
more came to vote for the petitioners, but were 
refuſed. 

Street ſaid, he was preſent when the new free- 
men were made, and took notice of it to the pe- 
titioners, and adviſed them to get ſome made for 
them ; but they refuſed it, upon the caſe of Dart- 
mouth : that feveral maſters complained their ap- 
prentices were made free, contrary to their know- 
ledge : that two, as he was told, had twelve ſhillings 

each to vote for the ſitting members; but con- 
feſſed, himſelf was made free when a minor. 

Cooper ſaid, he went with three men to Sir 
Thomas Groſvenor ; and they told him, they had a 
mind to be made free, but had no money; and he 
bid them go to Mr. Johnſon, and let him look over 
their indentures, and if they were right, they ſhould 
have money : and Mr. Johnſon approved. their in- 
dentures ; and they told him they had money, but 
he did nor ſee them receive it : that Mr, Johnſon 
voted for Sir Thomas Groſvenor, who lodged in 
his houſe. 

Orme ſaid, he received of Mr. Johnſon and Ben- 
net twelve or thirteen ſhillings, and Davis thirty- 
two ſhillings, to make them free, and vote for the 
ſitting- members, otherwiſe he would bave voted fot 
the petitioners. 

For the ſitting- members, 

Thomas Wilcox ſaid, he had known all the elec · 
tions ſince 1660 and that a ſon of a freeman might 
demand his freedom at 16 and an apprentice has 
a right, if he comes out of his time, before he is 
21 years of age. 

Mr, Skelham faid, he was mayor at the time of 


the election; and has known the ſeveral elections ſince 


1660 ; and never knew any freemen of Cheſter, 
young or old, rich or poor, denied his vote : chat 
thoſe, who were made free, claimed either by 
birth, or ſervitude: that none were ever put by, who 
were capable of taking an oath : that the alms - men 
were never refuſed : chat alderman Street was active, 
in bringing aſperſions on Sir Thomas * 
binder his election. 

Thomas Wilſon ſaid, the alms- men A yot- 
ed z and minors, if free: that Partington, the ſhe- 
riff, managed the poll with conſent of Batho*, and 
made two proclamations before cloſing it, and then 
the books were 
caſt up publickly, and the ſitting- members declared 

to be duty elected. 

Hockinghull ſaid, he ſaw all the tranſuctions, and 
thought it a fair election: that che books were 
ſealed up in the prefence of ſheriff Batho' : and it 
was ſaid, that Mr. Johnſon was a tenant to one of 
the petitioners. Upon the whole, the committee 
reſolved, 


That Sir Thomas Groſvenor, baronet, is duly 


That the right of election is in the 3 of elected a citizen to ſerve in this parliament for the 


Cheſter. 2 
o” 


* 


ſaid city. That 
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That Richard Leving, eſquire, is duly elected a 
citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
city. The firſt was agreed to, as was the ſecond 
alſo upon a diviſion. 3 

Dec. 13, 1695. A petition of Sir William Wil- 
liams, knight and baronet, recorder, alderman and 
citizen of Cheſter; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 

at the requeſt of Colonel Whitley, mayor, and 
divers other principal citizens of this city, to be a can- 
didate to ſerve in the preſent parliament as one of their 
members; and the petitioner endeavoured to have the 
writ ſent thither before the 2 1ſt of October, which was 
their county-court day; but by contrivance, the ſame 
came not till the 22d; whereby the election was pro- 
tracted to the 18th of November; during which time, 
the mayor, and Sir John Manwaring, with Sir Thomas 
Groſvenor, clandeſtinely conforted to fruſtrate the 
petitioner's election, and to have the mayor and Sir 
Thomas Groſvenor elected; and, to effect the ſame, 
they made uſe of the mayor's power over the citi- 


zens, who had procured himſelf to be mayor three 


, and prevailed to continue ſo for this year; 
and by large declarations and engagements of the 
mayor, and Sir Thomas, to have a common-hall 
erected for the city, and vaſt expences at the election; 
and by bribes and menaces, with violence upon the 
petitioner's voters, they prevailed with great num- 
bers of voters, and were returned as duly elected, in 
prejudice of the petitioner, and the ſaid city: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar on this day month, 

20th. Ordered upon the queſtion, that Sir Wil- 
liam Williams have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Dec. 8, 1711. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 


for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 


of Sir Henry Bunbury, made a commiſſioner of the 
reyenue in Ireland. 

OR. 18, 1722. A petition of Thomas Brereton, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that Sir Richard Groſ- 
venor, Sir Henry Bunbury, baronets, and the peti- 
tioner, were candidates, at the election of citizens 
to ſerye in parliament for this city; but, by the in- 
direct practices of the mayor, ſheriffs, juſtices of 
the peace, and other officers of the corporation 
and by the open bribery, threats, and promiſes, of 
the ſaid Sir Richard Groſvenor, and his agents, 
though the petitioner had a much greater number 
of votes; yet the ſaid Sir Richard procured himſelf 
and Sir Henry Bunbury, to be returned members, 
in prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. Alſo, 

A petition of Hugh Williams, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioner, at the requeſt of his 
friends and fellow- citizens, appeared a candidate at 
the election of citizens to ſerve in parliament for 
this city; but by the indirect practices of the mayor, 


ſheriffs, juſtices of the peace, and other officers of 


the corporation, and by the notorious bribery, pro- 
miſes, and threats of Sir Richard Groſvenor, and 
Sir Henry Bunbury, baronets, and their agents, 
and the partial conduct of the conftables . . . abuſed 
ſeveral of the petitioner's friends, and intimidated 
others from voting for him ; and have ſince declared 
they could not come to poll without hazarding their 
lives; and by ſeveral other indirect methods, the 
ſaid Sir Richard Groſvenor, and Sir Henry Bun- 
bury procured themſelves to be returned members 
for the ſaid city, in prejudice to the petitioner : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered theſe petitions to be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections to examine, and 
report the matter, with their opinion. | 

Jan. 23, 1723. The petition of Mr. Brereton was 
again read, and referred in like manner, 


The City of CHESTER and Connty of CHESHIRE. 


CHESHIRE: 
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"L was / a county palatine by preſcription. ,1,g. 21U. 


William the Conqueror created Hugh Lupus 
earl thereof. Totumque hunc comitatum tenend. fibi 


et * heredibus ita libere ad gladium, ficut ipſe Rex tene. * In. fee 
bat Angliam ad coronam, dedit.” Hugh Lupus had le. 


thereby jura regalia within the county, and, conſe- 


quently, without any expreſs words had comitatum 


palatinum, and by force thereof created eight Cheſhire 
barons. It became annexed to the Crown in the time 
of Edward I. But before the ſtatute of 34 Hen. 
VIII. it never ſent knights of the ſhire or citizens 
to parliament ; but by that a& (which ſee in the 
Appendix) it ſent both. The memoirs of its electi- 
ons and matters relating thereto, are theſe. | 

May 30, 1685. A petition of Sir Robert Cotton, 
baronet, and John Manwaring, eſquire, was read, 
touching the election for this county. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, to the houſe. 
No report made, | 

Nov. 10, 1705. A petition of Sir George War- 
burton, baronet, was read ; ſhewing, that the pe- 
titioner was a candidate at the election of a knight 
of the ſhire for this county, and was duly choſen 
by a majority of the freeholders, and ought to have 
been returned to ſerve in this preſent parliament ; but 
the ſheriff hath returned Langham Booth, eſquire, 
though he is under the age of 21, and therefore 
incapable to ſerve in parliament, in wrong to the 
petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A motion was made to hear the matter before 
the committee this day fortnight, but diſagreed to. 

Dec. 7, 1706. The ſame petition again read; and 
referred as before. 

Feb. 7. Ordered, that it be reported on Monday 


next. | 

roth. Mr. Compton reported the matter of the 
ſaid election. 

That the point in queſtion was, whether Mr. 
Booth was of age at the time of the election, and ſo 
capable of being elected. 

The petitioner's counſel called Mary Allen, 
whoſe memory did not admit her to ſpeak any 
thing to the point, 

They then read an extract of the regiſter of Roſterne 
in Cheſhire, in theſe words; viz. * Langham, the ſon 


_ * of Henry Booth, eſquire, of Meric, was baptiſed 


June 26, 1684 :”—alſo the copy of the writ for the 
election being teſte 2 Maii, 4 Anne ; and the inden- 
ture of return dated the 23d of May following, and 
marked delivered into the Crown-office on the gth of 
June, 1705.,—Alſo read the act of 7th of Will. 
cap. 25. ſet. 8. That no perſon ſhall be capable 
of being elected a member to ſerve in parliament, 
who is not of the age of 21 years —Alſo the act 10 
of Will. cap. 7. That the ſheriff ſhall with all con- 
venient expedition, not exceeding 14 days, make 
return of the writ to the clerk of the Crown. 

The counſel for Mr. Booth inſiſted, Mr. Booth 
had a great majority on the poll; and alledged, 
that the petitioner's counſel had not produced ſuf- 
ficient proof of Mr. Booth's nonage.— And 

The committee reſolved, that Langham Booth, 
eſquire, is duly elected a knight of the ſhire for this 
county : whereto, upon a ſecond reading, the houſe 
agreed, CH 1- 
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CHICHESTER, 


FIRE HIS is a city in the county of Suffex, and 

Rept, returned members to parliament from the 

947- 26th of Edward the firſt. The citizens, 38 Hen. 

Vl, were returned by the mayor and bailiffs, as 

8 appears by the indenture; which ſee in the Appen- 

Append. dix. The memoirs of its elections, which I have 
met with, are as follow. 

The firft I find is in the year 1660, when there 
was a double return; which being conſidered by the 
committee of privileges and elections, it appears: 

May 3, 1660. That Mr. Turner reported from the 
ſaid committee, touching the ſaid return, the opinion 
of the committee, That William Cawley, eſquire, is 
returned by the proper officer, and ought to ſit until 
the merits of the cauſe, upon the double return, be 

determined: with which the houſe agreed. 

21ſt, Mr. Turner reported from the ſaid com- 
mittee, That, upon examination of the fact, the 
queſtion appeared to be, Whether the free citizens 
alone, or the commonalty at large, ought to elect ? 
and that, upon view of thejr own books, it appear- 
ed, that for 21 parliaments the commonalty, as 
well as the citizens, had had voice in the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament ; and that thereup- 
on the committee were of opinion, That the com- 
monalty of the ſaid borough, together with the free 
citizens, have the right of election; and that John 
Farrington, gentleman, is accordingly duly elected, 
and ought to ſit : to which the houſe agreed. 

He alſo reported from the ſaid committee, That 
the mayor of this city had ſeveral antient precedents 


offered unto him, to ſhew the commonalty's right 


to elect for this city; and that the recorder of the 


ſaid city offered him his advice therein; neverthe- 


leſs, the mayor refuſed to own the precedents, or 
hearken to the ſaid advice. | 

Ordered, the mayor be forthwith committed to 
the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this 
houſe, till further order. 

The mayor of this city, according to the order 
of this day, came, together with the clerk of the 
Crown, to the clerk's table, and amended the re- 
turn; the nanſe of John Farrington being inſerted, 
in the place of William Cawley, eſquire. 

The mayor of this city was this day called to 
the bar of this houſe; and, kneeling there, Mr. 
Speaker did let him know, that the houſe had con- 
ſidered of the return by him made for this city, and 
that they looked upon his carriage therein as a wil- 
ful - contempt, having refuſed to admit the voices of 
the commonalty to make election; it appearing, 
that, for 21 ſeveral parliaments, they, as well as 
the citizens, had votes for electing members to ſerve 
in parliament ; and that therefore the error was wil- 
ful, and done in contempt of this authority, and in 

breach of his truſt; and, that though his offence 


deſerved a more ſevere puniſhment, yet there being 


a diſpoſition in this houſe to extend mercy, they 
have contented themſelves with his reſtraint ; and 
that therefore he ſtands committed, for this con- 
tempt, to the ſerjeant at arms. 

Jan. 7, 1673. A petition of Thomas Garaway, 
gentleman, was read; complaining of an undue re- 
turn, made by Mr. Pray mayor of this city, of 
Mr. May, the recorder of this city, to ſerve in the 
room of Sir Henry Peckham, knight, deceaſed; in 
wrong of the petitioner, who was duly clected to 
ſerve for the ſaid ciry. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 


vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame to the houſe, with their opinion. 

Feb. 21. Sir Thomas Meres reported from the 
ſaid committee, the ſtate of the caſe and evidence 
on both ſides, in the matter of the election for this 
city ; and the vote of the committee ; viz. 

That Mr. May is well elected a member to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this city : to which 
the houſe agreed. 

March 24, 1689. A petition of Richard Farring- 
ton, eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that, after the 
teſte of the writ, and before the election at this city, 
for members to ſerve in this preſent parliament, ſe- 
veral briberies, and ill practices, were there uſed 
to procure vores for Sir Thomas Miller, and Thomas 
May, eſquire, and to deter others from voting for the 
petitioner; notwithſtanding which, the petitioner, 
and John Braman, eſquire, were duly elected by a 
majority of votes; and yet the petitioner is not re- 
turned for one of the ſaid citizens: and praying 
&c. Allo, 

A petition of John Braman, gentleman, was read; 
thereby ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly elet- 
ed one of the citizens for this city, by the majority 
of qualified votes; notwithſtanding which, John 
Clowſley, eſquire, the preſent mayor, by combina- 
tion with Sir Thomas Miller, and Thomas May, 
eſquire, and others, hath illegally returned them, 
though not duly choſen, in prejudice to the petitio- 
ner : and praying the conſideration &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 
port it with their o union. 

Oct. 16, 1690. M.. Farrington, and Mr. Bra- 
man, renewed their pecitions; but the latter having 
ſome alteration in it from the former petition, in 
regard to the merits of that eleCtion, I ſhall inſert it. 

A petition of John Braman, gentleman, was read; 
ſetting forth, that he was duly elected one of the 
citizens for this city at the laſt election; notwith- 
ſtanding which, John Clowſley, eſquire, then mayor, 
hath very illegally and wrongfully returned Sir Tho- 
mas Miller, and Thomas May, eſquire; upon whom, 
or their agents, the petitioner is able to prove divers 
undue, and unwarrantable practices, in procuring the. 
voices they had : and praying the conſideration &c. 

The ſaid petitions were referred as before. 

Oct. 31, 1691. Mr. Braman renewed his petition ; 


ſerting forth, he was duly choſen a citizen for this 


city, by thoſe who had a due right to vote; not- 
withſtanding which, the mayor hath illegally, and 
wrongfully, returned Sir Thomas Miller, and Tho- 
mas May, eſquire, in prejudice of the petitioner, 
ME 7 
Ordered to be referred in like manner. | 

Nov. 4. Mr. Farrington alſo renewed his petiti- 
on; ſhewing, he was duly elected for this city; 
and that, notwithſtanding, by many briberies, threats, 
and promiſes, Sir Thomas Miller, and Thomas 
May, eſquire, have procured themſelves to be re- 
turned: and praying &c. 

Ordered -to be reterred in like manner. 

I have ſet forth all theſe petitions, becauſe that 
ſome of them ſo much differ from the firſt petition: 
but no report appears to be made thereupon. 

Nov. 30, 1695. A petition of John Braman, was 
read; ſetting forth, that he was choſen by a majo- 
rity of rightful voters to be one of the citizens, to 
ſerve in parliament for this city ; but the mayor of 
the ſaid city hath returned William Elſon, eſquire, 
who obtained many voices by bribery, and other un- 
due means: and praying conſideration &c. 


Ordered, | 
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Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- Therefore the committee reſolved, 


vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- That a legal notice was given of the time of 'the 
the ſame, with their opinion: but no report ap- late election of members, to ſerve in parliament 


to be made. for this city. 

Nov. 26, 1708. A petition of ſeveral freeholders That Sir Richard Farrington, baronet, is duly 
and inhabitants, citizens of this city, in behalf of elected a member, to ſerve in this preſent. parlia- 
themſelves and others, was read; ſhewing, that at ment for this city. 
the late election of members, to ſerve in this pre- That Sir John Miller is duly elected a member, 
ſent parliament, for this city, there ſtood candidates to ſerve in the preſent parliament for the faid city: 
Thomas Car, eſquire, Sir Richard Farington, and whereto (on the ſaid reſolutions being twice read) 
Sir Thomas Littleton : that by bribery and menaces, the houſe agreed. 
and other illegal and partial practices, before, and March 5, 1713. A petition of Sir Richard Fa- 
at, the election, and the mayor's allowing, and diſ- rington, and Sir John Miller, baronets, was read; 
allowing, ſuch voters as he thought fit, the ſaid Sir fhewing, that at the late election for this city, the 
Richard Farington got himſelf” returned; in viola- honourable James Brudenell, and William Elfon, 
tion of the rights and privileges of the petitioners, and the petitioners, were candidates: that the ſaid 
and prejudice of Sir Thomas Littleton, who was James Brudenell, and William Elſon, and agents, 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned: and by bribes, threats, &c. did procure themſelves to 
praying &c. be elected, in wrong of the petitioners z and further, 

A petition of Sir Tho. Littleton, bart. was read ; the mayor, and his officers, did threaten ſeveral pub- 
ſhewing, that the petitioner, Thomas Car, eſquire, lick-houſe-keepers with pulling down their ſigns, and 
and Sir Richard Farrington, were candidates at the to take away their licences, if they voted for the 
election of members, to ſerve in this parliament, petitioners ; by which means they gave their votes, 
for this city ; and Mr. Car, and the petitioner, were contrary to inclination, againſt the petitioners : that 
duly choſen ; yet the ſaid Sir Richard, by means the mayor admitted ſeveral ro vote againſt the peti- 
of Mr. Vavaſor, the mayor's partiality, in manage- tioners, who had no right, ſeveral of them being 
ment of the poll and ſcrutiny ; and Sir Richard, by forged into the poor's tax ; and refuſed others, who 
himſelf and agents, uſing divers illeg-' practices, had a right, for the petitioners: that the petitioners 
procured himſelf to be returned with Mr. Car, to demanded a ſcrutiny of the mayor, but was denied, 
the petitioner's prejudice : and prav..ig &c. in wrong of the petitioners; and unduly returned 

Ordered, that the matter of tue ſaid petitions be the ſaid James Brudenell, and William Elſon : and 
heard at the bar of the houſe, on the 24th of praying &c. | 
March next. | Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of Thomas Car, and privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
John Elſon, eſquires, and other freeholders, in- report the ſame, with their opinion. 
habitants, and honorary freemen, of this city, who March 26, 17515. A petition of William Elſon, 
have right of voting for members to repreſent the eſquire, was read; ſhewing, the petitioner was one 
faid city in parliament, was read; ſhewing, that the of the candidates for this city, againſt Sir Richard 
petitioners, Car and Elſon, being invited to be can- Farrington, baronet; but Sir Richard, by bribery, 
1 origin, didates for the ſaid city in parliament there - and other indirect practices, obtained votes for him- 
of to the mayor, who makes the return, but he, ſelf, contrary to the petitioner's right, who other- 
contrary to the act of parliament, proceed ....... wiſe had been duly elected: and praying &c. 
to election ſooner, than by law, he ſhould have A petition of James Brudenell, eſquire, was read; 
done; whereby the petitioners, and others, were, ſhewing, that at the election for this city, the petiti- 
by their remote diſtance, deprived of giving their oner was candidate with Thomas Miller, eſquire, 
votes; and the mayor of his own accord, upon another candidate for the ſaid city; but by the may- 
polling four or five perſons only (although there are or's illegal practices, in refuſing to admit legal votes 
as many hundreds who have right to vote) returned for the petitioner; and likewiſe Mr. Miller's brib- 
two members of his own ſetting up, in prejudice of ing others to vote for him, and deterring others 
the petitioners: and praying &c. from voting for the petitioner: by which practice 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the the ſaid Mr. Miller is returned; but, notwithſtand- 
committee of privileges and elections to examine ing theſe practices, the petitioner had a majority of 


the matter, and report it, with their opinion. legal votes, and ought to have been returned: and 
Dec. 21, 1711. The ſame petition was again read, praying &c. 
and ordered to be referred as before. Ordered, that they be referred to the committee 


March 5. Ordered, that it be reported to- of privileges and elections to examine the matter 
morrow ſevennight. | thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 
13th. Mr. Freeman reported the matter upon the May 16. Ordered, Mr. Elſon have leave to with- 
faid petition ; viz. draw his petition. | 
The petitioners counſel alledged, they were ſur- 18th. Ordered, Mr. Brudenell have leave to with- 
priſed, for want of notice of the election; and that draw his petition. 
neither of them, nor any on their behalf, appearing 


at the election, the mayor, without making the uſual CHIPPENHAM. 
| proclamation for the voters to come in, declared, | 
g there was no poll, and returned the ſitting-mem- HIS borough is in the county of Wilts. It 
| bers, upon the votes of four or five only, without was incorporated by Queen Mary, but has Willis, 
b taking the votes of many others; ſome of which been repreſented in parliament from the time of 1749: ©2: 

were at the election, and the reſt were coming in: Edward the firſt ; but intermitted all the par.:a- 
g And they inſiſted, the election was void, for want ments, but two, in Edward the ſecond's; and alſo | | 
: of notice. | ſent but to five in the time of Edward the third, prypn's T 
| The election was on Tueſday the 3d of October, and then intermitted again, until the 24 of Richard Rv $9 | 
: 1710; and the notice on the Friday before : the ſecond ; from which time, to the 12th ot his 0. & 


P p reign 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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reign it returned, and after that year intermitted 
till the 1ſt of Henry the ſixth ; but has ſince ſent 
as other boroughs. The memoirs of ſome of theſe 
repreſentatives I find in early times, to which I ſhall 
add thoſe of a modern date, as follows. 

In the 39th of Henry the ſixth, Walter Clerk, 
' repreſentative for this borough, was impriſoned for 
a fine of 40 l. to the King, and alſo in other ſums 
owing to private perſons ; and alſo upon an out- 
lawry at the ſuit of one of the ſaid perſons ; where- 
upon the commons petitioned the King to have his 
privilege allowed; to which the King aſſented, and 
ordered it, as appears by the roll. 

In the 14th of Edward the fourth, William Hyde, 
eſq; a repreſentative of this borough, was arreſted on a 
capias ad ſatisfaciendum, at the ſuit of John Marſhall, 
for 691. and detained in execution in Newgate, 
London, for the ſame, and afterwards brought be- 
fore the juſtices of the King's Bench, who remanded 
him, and would not allow his privilege; where- 
upon the commons. petitioned the King in parlia- 
ment, and had the privilege allowed, as appears in 
the roll. 

Theſe two memorable caſes upon privilege, I 
thought proper to inſert, and the rolls of parlia- 
ment deſerve a place in the Appendix. 

Feb. 25, 1623. Sir Robert Phillippes moveth for 
the admittance of Sir Francis Popham to the 
houſe. | 

Mr. Pymme, —againſt it : and propoundeth the 
queſtion about his election. 

Mr. Mallory :— This more proper for the com- 
mittee of privileges; and to have him admitted into 
the houſe in the mean time. 

Dr. Gooch :—To have him admitted till the mat- 
ter determined againſt him — ſo done in Sir Thomas 
Wentworth's caſe. 

Sir George Moor: — To have our words pauca, 
vera, et ponderoſa—here two returns; of the bailiff 


and ſheriff — until complaint of the inhabitants, 


-no reaſon to except againſt this gentleman ; but 


to receive him. 
Sir Edward Gyles : —=A petition ready for the town 


d there — not therefore fit to admit him. 
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Sir Dudley Diggs: when a return come, a re- 
cord — to go againſt it, to wrong the houſe - To 
have this caſe with, all expedition examined at the 
committee. | 

Chancellor Duchy — Here a double return; 


— — not to be admitted. 


Sir Henry Poole : No prejudice byadmitting him 
Not to ſpend more time in it. 

Ordered upon queſtion, that this buſineſs ſhall 
be referred to the committee of privileges. 

March 12, 1623. Mr. Glanville reporteth from 
the committee of -privileges for this borough. 1. 
For Mr. John Maynard:— The precept being made 
and notice given. Bailiff and 12 burgeſſes appear- 
ed; when all choſe Mr. John Maynard. After, by a 
miſtaking, ** Charles” was written in the return, in- 
ſtead of John.” Opinion of the committee, that 
this return ſhould be amended without any new writ. 

For Sir Francis Popham: — ſix to (ix at the firſt 
meeting : adjourned to another day, when the 13th 
burgeſs appeared. At which time divers other bur- 
geſſes and houſholders appeared in the lower houſe, 
the bailiff and other burgeſſes being in the upper 


' houſe, and the doors there not ſhut to keep any our. 


The plurality of voters choſe Mr. Pymme. All the 
committee, except 8, clear of opinion, that the others, 
beſides the bailiff and burgeſſes, ought to have voice 
in the election; and yet that Sir Francis Popham not 


elected, by reafon the common burgeſſes gave no 
vote at all for him. 

Debate—Mr. Mohun :— That Chippenham, from 
the 1ſt of Mary hath choſen only by bailiff and 12 
burgeſſes dangerous to alter this, and give others 
liberty to chuſe :--Sir George Chudleighe :--That the 
charter of the 1ſt of Mary; but laſt of Queen Mary 
and 1ſt of Elizabeth, election made by bailiff, bur. 
geſſes, and common-council, and congregation ; ſo 

as the bailiff and burgeſſes not only the electors. 
Sir William Earle: That all the returns, till the 
35th of Elizabeth, were by balivus, burgenſes, et alii sit og 
homines. About 3o other freemen in the town, 
Mr. Whitwicke :—The queſtion for Mr. Maynard, 
whether due notice given. 

Mr. Sherfield :—If the bailiff and 12 had only Score 
notice, in rigour of the law the election of Mr. 
Maynard not good; but yet, ſithence no perſon com- 
plaineth, no reaſon to queſtion it. 

Upon queſtion, the election of Mr. John May- 
nard good; and the return of Charles Maynard 
to be amended, and made John Maynard, the ſame 
being only a miſtaking by writing of the name. 

15th. The queſtion now debated in the houſe, 
who ſhall amend the return made of Charles May- 
nard. 

Reſolved, that the bailiff of the town is to amend 
it, and not the Clerk of the crown. The return 
to be ſent down to that purpoſe to the bailiff in the 
country; and to return John Maynard for one of 
the burgeſſes for that borough. 

For Sir Francis Popham's election: the committee, 
by plurality of voices, thought others, beſides the 
bailiff and 12 burgeſſes, ſhould elect. 

Mr. Berkley : — that an ancient incorpora- 
tion before 1 Marie, when a new charter obtain- 
ed—that. . Edward VI. return made by the bailiff 
and burgeſſes pro ſe & aliis. That © balivus & bur- 
genſes” and balivus et 12 burgenſes” all one. Altering 
of elections, long continued, dangerous. 

24th. Mr. Recorder : — All elections cleared i Jo 
but one—to have that now done that concerns'# 
Sir Francis Popham. 

Ordered, that this cauſe ſhall be heard to-morrow 
at the committee of privileges, the firſt cauſe—— 
The report to be forborn till our next meeting. 

Mr. Cholmely :—To have the other part heard 
too Their witneſſes now out of town If the com- 
2 they are to hear the other parts 

er. EW. n. 

April 9, 1624. Mr. Glanville reports from the 
committee of privileges for this borough. The caſe 
thus. This a borough time out of mind: Sent 
burgeſſes in Edward the ſixth's time. A return by 
the mayor and burgeſſes at large. No certain num- 
ber. Committee took two things into conſideration: 
1. Whether the charter altered the cuſtom. Agreed 
not. 2. Whether proved, that the burgeſſes at large 
made their claim. Some contrariety in the teſti- 
mony of the witneſſes : Confronted them, but 
could not reconcile them. The committee of opi- 
nion, that Sir Francis Popham was well elected. 
Three: iſt. More than the bailiff, and 12, ought 
to have voices. 2dly. Sir Francis Popham was 
well elected - met together: Firſt choſe Mr. John 
Maynard the firſt day. The ſecond day came in more 
than 12 men. The warrant read above. When 
came down, the burgeſſes declared they gave their 
voices for Sir Francis Popham. Looked upon the 
return. Two indentures returned: One between 
the ſheriff and bailiff, by name: To this 38 ſeals. 
Here returned Charles, and Sir Francis . en 
Charles 


52 ZS 980 


Ter 


Joum 
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Charles Maynard amended. . The other indenture 
made between the ſheriff and the other burgeſſes: 
Seven ſeals to this. Here Mr. Maynard returned 


and Mr. Pym, ſo that nothing to be done, but 
that indenture withdrawn ; and then Mr. John 


4 new charter alters not the 
cuſtom; and that the burgeſſes and freemen more 
than 12 have voice at the election. 

Reſolved, that Sir Francis Popham is well choſen 
a burgeſs for Chippenham ; and that the void in- 
denture ſhall be withdrawn, and Sir Francis Popham 
be admitted into the houſe. 

Jan. 15, 1640. Ordered, that the buſineſs between 
Sir Francis Popham and Sir Edward Baynton con- 
cerning the election for this town, now depending 
before the committee of privileges, and by them 
ordered to be heard on Thurſday next, be put off 
till Thurſday fortnight ; in regard the witneſſes that 
are to be produced in the faid cauſe, live far off. 

Feb. 6. Reſolved upon the queſtion, that Sir 
Edward Baynton ſhall have further time granted 
him, for producing his witneſſes before the committee 
of privileges, in the cauſe of the election for this 
borough ; and that he ſhall be farther heard upon 
the whole body of that matter. 

8th. Ordered, that Thurſday and Saturday come 
three weeks be peremptorily appointed for the hear- 
ing of the cauſe, concerning the election for this 
borough. 

gth. Thomas Fitts, and Jo. Wheeler were 
brought into the houſe and teſtified againſt one 
William Bond, that he abuſed and threatned cer- 
tain witneſſes of Sir Francis Popham, that were to 
come up to teſtify in the cauſe of this borough. 

Ordered, that William Bond be forthwith ſent 
for as a delinquent, by the ſerjeant at arms attend- 
ing on this houſe, for the matter aforeſaid. 


It doth not appear to me that any report was made, 
or any further proceedings had, in this cauſe. 


May 17, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported from 
the committee of privileges and elections, touching 
the double return for this borough, that Edward 
Hungerford, eſquire, and Henry Baynton, eſquire, 
are returned by one indenture, and Sir Hugh Speake, 
baronet, by another; and the opinion of the com- 
mittee, that Mr. Hungerford and Mr. Baynton, 
being returned by the proper officer, ought to fit 


untill the merits of the cauſe touching the ſaid e- 


lection be determined: with which the houſe agreed. 
June 20. Serjeant Charleton reports from 
the committee of privileges, touching the ſeveral 
returns of Sir Edward Hungerford, Mr. Baynton, 
and Sir Hugh Speake, as burgeſſes for this borough ; 
that no due notice was given for the election, and 
ſo many of the electors were abſent as might have 
over-balanced the poll, had they been all there; 
and that the poll being demanded for all three, 
was refuſed, as againſt Mr. Baynton; and the opi- 
nion of the committee, of the wilful miſcarriage of 
the bailiff therein, as by deſign, and that the election 
was void. 
Reſolved, the houſe doth agree with the com- 
mittee, that the election for this borough is void. 
Ordered, that Mr. Speaker be deſired to make a 
warrant to the clerk of the Crown, to iſſue a new 
writ for the election of burgeſſes for this borough. 
Reſolved, that the bailiff of Chippenham be ſent 
for in cuſtody to anſwer his miſcarriage at the 
election, and his inſolent carriage before the com- 
mittee; and that the ſerjeant at arms attending this 
houſe, or his deputy, do bring him up in cuſtody. 
Feb. 13, 1672. A petition of Vere Bartie, eſquire, 
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was read; complaining of an undue return of Mr. 
Francis Gwyn, made by the bailiff of this borough, 
to ſerve for this place; whereas the petitioner was 
legally and duly elected. 

Ordered, that this petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections to take it into 
conſideration, and report the matter, with their opi- 
nion herein; and that they do fit this afternoon. 

27th. Ordered, that the report from the com- 
mittee of elections in the caſe between Mr. Gwyn 
and Mr. Bartie, concerning the election for this bo- 
rough, be heard on Saturday next, at 10 o'clock. 

March 1. Sir Thomas Meeres reports from the 
committee of elections, the ſtate of the caſe, touch - 
ing the election for this borough, between Mr. 
Gwyn, who is returned and ſits in the houſe, and 
Mr. Vere Bartie, who did, by petition, appeal 
againſt the election and return, as unduly made 
and the evidence therein before the committee on 
either ſide: and the votes by them paſſed thereupon; 
which are, viz. 

That Francis Gwyn, the ſitting-member, is nor 
well elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

That Vere Bartie, eſquire, is well elected a bur- 
gels to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. x 

Reſolved, that Jonathan Rogers, the bailiff of 
this borough, do attend till this report is made, in 
order to amend the return, if the houſe ſhall ſo think 
fit, 

The report being debated, reſolved on the queſ- 
tion, that it be debated again on Monday morning 
at eight o'clock. | 

3d. The houſe reſumed the debate of the report of 
the election for this borough, between Mr. Gwyn and 
Mr. Bartie, and the firſt reſolve being read, the houſe 
diſagreed thereto ; and, 

Reſolved, that Mr. Francis Gwyn, the ſitting- 
member, is duly elected to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough. | 

Dec. 16, 1690, A petition of Sir Humphrey Ed- 
wyn, was read; ſetting forth, that he was duly 
elected, by a majority of the burgeſſes for this bo- 
rough, notwithſtanding the many ill practices uſed 
by Sir Baſil Firebraſs, and Mr. Lord, bailiff of the 
ſaid town, as the murdering one of the petitioner's 
meſſengers, and turning one, who appeared for the 
petitioner, out of his houſe, and putting another there- 
in to vote for Sir Baſil; beſides many other riotous 
proceedings; and bribing the electors, he prevailed 
with the bailiff to return him in prejudice of the 
petitioner: and praying the conſideration of the 
houſe, &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar this day three 
weeks: but it was not heard this ſeſſion. 

Oct. 27, 1691. A petition of Sir Humphrey Ed- 
wyn, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected a burgeſs for this borough in the room 
of Richard Kent, eſquire, deceaſed ; notwithſtand- 
ing many practices uſed by Sir Baſil Firebraſs, Mr. 
Lord the bailiff, and others, appearing on his 
behalf ; by which means the bailiff returned Sir 
Baſil : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges to examine the matter, and report the ſame, 
with their opinion. | 

Nov. 27. Ordered, the report to be received on 
Tueſday next. g 

Dec. 1. Serjeant Trenchard reported the matter of 
this election; viz. that the right of election appeared 
to be in the occupiers of certain ancient houſes, called 


free- 
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free-houſes, or burgage-houſes;z of the names of 
which perſons, (both men and women) a regiſter 
has been uſed to be kept in the ſaid town: ſo the 
queſtion was, whether the ſitting · member, or the 
petitioner, had the majority of thoſe freemen, or oc- 
cupiers, of thoſe burgage-houſes. 

That the election was on the 9th of Dae! 
and on the 8th of December one William Hobbs 
came, and demanded of the town-clerk a liſt of 
ſuch perſons who had right to ele& : which liſt 
Hobbs produced. 

Hobbs and others ſaid, that this liſt was deliver- 
ed by the rown-clerk, Ea 1665 to by the bailiff 
and burgeſſes. 

Gouldney delivered in a poll, which he ſaid he 
took for his own ſatisfaction: and ſaid of thoſe in 
the liſt, delivered by the town-clerk, Sir Baſil Fire- 
braſs had 52 and the petitioner 56. 

For the fitting-member, —Thomas Webb, town- 
clerk, and Mr. Lord the bailiffi ſaid, a com- 
mon-hall was called to agree the  eleftors ; but 
ſeveral objections being made on both ſides, the 
bailiff ordered, that a liſt ſhould be given of all 
who claimed ; and after, ſhould be ſubmitted to a 
ſcrutiny 3 

That, the poll being ended, a ſcrutiny was de- 


manded ; and the bailiff agreed to be the proper 


On the ſcrutiny, Ruſſell, Jones, Short, and Starr, 


were diſallowed, as not being houſeholders, and 
then the poll was, 
For Sir Baſil Firebraſs — 53, 
Sir Humphrey Edwyn 52. 

That the petitioner attempted to juſtify the votes 
diſallowed, and called Hobbs: who ſaid, that Ruſ- 
ſel had voted in four elections: that Jones voted in 
two or three elections: and that Short had been 
called to vote in two or three elections; but himſelf 
refuſed to vote. 

Then they endeavoured to diſqualify ſeveral votes 
for Sir Baſil Firebraſs. Hobbs and Scot ſaid, that 
Rolls lived with his daughter ; Wiltſhire lived with 
his father; and Power with his mother; Naſh and 


Weſt lived with their mothers ; that Barnes lived 


out of town; and Mr. Lake's houſe was not a free 
houſe ; Gurgeville came in the night before the 
election; Hebb lived in a ſtable; Fiſher rented a 
free houſe, but did live in one not free. 

The bailiff and Chappel diſqualified the four votes 
ſtruck off on the ſcrutiny, as not being houſekeepers : 
and Webb and Chappel ſaid, that the other perſons, 
objected againſt by the petitioner, were houſekeepers; 
ſo that the matter depended on the credit of the 
witneſſes. As to Gurgeville the queſtion was, whe- 
ther he had legal poſſeſſion; it being ſaid he came 
in but the night before the election; but continued a 
quarter of à year after; and Lippit, who had been 
in before, had been there but a week. 

Chapel and Hodges ſaid, that Sir Humphrey Ed- 
wyn had promiſed to give Hobbs a good place 
that he was engaged to give him a vote; and Sir 
Humphrey came'into Gage s houſe, and ſaluted his 
wife, and put a guinea into her hand; and promiſed 
Gage he ſhould be a gauger next opportunity; and 
thereupon Gage promiſed to do his buſineſs; and 
after the election Sir 1 bid his man give 
Serle money, which he did. 

Robert Taylor, a boy of 19 or 20 years old, ſaid 
that his uncle had thirty Nerger to vote for Sir 


Humphrey Edwyn. 
For the petitioner Barnes ſaid, he heat: his - 


father ſay, Ady promiſed him forty ſhillings + to. 


vote for Sir Baſil Firebraſs ; and that Ady was his 
manager. 

Farr ſaid, be btard Danes ion that A care 
him money to vote for Sir Baſil Firebraſa. 

Ady was called, by Sir Baſil Firebraſs, to ſpeak 
to this matter but was objected to by the petiti- 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Sir Baſil Firebraſs is duly elected a burgeſs, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough 
but it was diſagreed to by the houſe: and reſolved, 
that Sir Humphrey Edwin was not duly elected, and 
the election to be void; and ordered a warrant for 2 
new writ, in the room of Mr. Kent. 25 

Dec. 2 3. The houſe being informed, that the elec. 
tion for this borough had been over a conſiderable 
time, but that the ſheriff hath not are return 
into the Crown-office 

Ordered, that the ſheriff of Wiltſhire do b imme- 
diately bring in his return for the ſaid borough. 

29th. A petition of ſeveral burgeſſes and freemen 
of this borough, was read; ſhewing, that Thomas 
Talmaſh, eſquire, was, on the 14th of December, 
1691, duly elected a burgeſs by a majority of quali- 
fied votes; but Sir Baſil Firebraſs, after ſeveral un- 
due practices, had procured a return of himſelf by the 
bailiff: and praying the conſideration of the houſe. 

Ordered, to be referred to the conſideration of the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 20. Ordered, the report to be made on Friday 
morning next. | 

Jan. 22. Serjeant Trenchard reported the matter 
on the ſaid petition . That the right of election was 
agreed to be in the poſſeſſors of the burgage-houſes, 
inhabiting within the ſame. On the poll there were, 

For Sir Baſil Firebraſs 60, 
For Mr. Talmaſh' — 44: 
beſides which, three votes for. the former, and five 
for the latter, were diſallowed on the poll. 

The petitioners excepted to ſeveral of Sir Baſil's 
voters; viz. ſeven who did not live in bu - 
houſes ; fix bribed ; and one menaced. Thereupon, 
ſome of thoſe on the firſt head were juſtified, and 
the reſt were offered to be juſtified ; but the petitio- 
ners waved the firſt head, and went on to the ſe- 
cond, and called, 

Ladd : who faid, he had heard Gill fay, that he 
had twenty ſhillings to vote for Sir Baſil Firebraſs ; 
but did not ſay who gave it to him. 

Edwards ſaid, Weſton coming to his houſe on 
the 5th of December, he aſked him, what made 
him loſe his market ? he ſaid, he ſhould be paid for 
his market by Sir Baſil Firebraſs, and ſhould get 
100 |]. beſides; for a vote was then worth 1,000 l. 
that Sir Baſil Firebraſs was not then come to town: 
that, on the 12th Dec. Mr. Goddard aſked Sal- 


mon, why he would not be governed by his neigh- 


bours ? he anſwered, they would not give ſo much 
ES WO NEARS AATEFALS) Salmon 
replied, he meant it as a ſnare for him. 

Margaret Burgeſs ſaid, Mrs. Webb cave her a 
good waiſtcoat for her huſband, and a drefling for 
herſelf; and promiſed her a buſhel of wheat, and 3 
pair of breeches, for her huſband to vote for Sir 
Baſil : that ſhe gave her huſband the waiſtcoat, and 
told him on what account : that Mrs. Webb ſhewed 
her three letters, ſent her from Sir Baſil, to make 
intereſt for him, and read them to her : that there 
was no order for gifts in them; and Annen 
n 


John 


e 


_—_— 


Chappel ; and they told him, it would be the beſt 
day's work he could do, to vote for Sir Baſil : that 
Sir Baſil aſked him, if his man offered him 5 1. or 
61. for an hogſhead of beer: that he did not draw 
beer upon Sir Baſil's, but on Mr. Talmaſh's ac- 
count; nor was proffered any money. 

Bedford ſaid, White aſked Ambroſe Thurman 
to vote for Mr. Talmaſh ; but he ſaid, he could not; 
he had taken Sir Baſil's money: that Thurman ſells 
wy ſaid, Sir Baſil, and one Long, came to 
Gale's, two days before the election; and Long ſaid, 
they wanted a ſhoemaker on their ſide; and if they 
had, they would provide for him as long as he lived, 
without working. 

Gale ſaid, Sir Baſil came to his houſe, and ſaid, 
he was about buying Coaſham ; and if he would vote 
for him, he would maintain him as long as he lived, 
without working. 

Dobſon ſaid, he drew drink for Sir Baſil at the 
firſt election, for which there was owing to him 121. 
15 8. and that, at this election, Sir Baſil's ſervant 
(Hind) came to him, and deſired him to vote for 
Sir Baſil ; and ſaid, he would not pay him, unleſs 
he promiſed ſo to do ; but would pay him, if he 
voted for Sir Baſil: 

That after, Ady ſaid, he would ſee him paid, if 
he was neuter : | 

That, at the firſt election, he voted for Sir Hum- 
phrey Edwyn; and now for Mr. Talmaſh, 

Lawrence ſaid, Long offered him 10 l. per hogſ- 
head for his beer, at the former election, for ten 

to vote for Sir Baſil ; which were really 
worth but 3 l. per hogſhead. 

Delaval ſaid, at the former election, Mr. Stan- 
hope offered him 5 1. for each hogſhead, on Sir Ba- 
ſil's account. | 

Short ſaid, Robins came to him, and deſired him 
to act for Sir Baſil ; and ſaid, he had a tub of mo- 
ney, and would lend him 40 J. for two years with- 
out intereſt, 

Ladd ſaid, that Emmet told him, that his land- 
lord threatned to turn him out of his houſe, if he 
did not vote for Sir Baſil : that he did ſo at the 
former election. 

For the ſitting-member, the counſel inſiſted, that 
this evidence ſhould not affect Sir Baſil ; but only 
the particular voters; and called, 

Thomas Chappel ; who ſaid, an hour before the 
election, Burges came to his houſe : that ſome, 
ſuppoſing him a ſpy, aſked him what he came for; 
he ſaid, he came to vote for Sir Baſil, and ſaid, he 
would ſpeak with him : that afterwards he told Sir 
Baſil, he would vote for him; and Sir Baſil ſaid, he 
was free to do as he pleaſed; and aſked, whether 
any one had perſuaded him ; and both he and his 
wife ſaid, they had not : that after, he voted for Sir 
Baſil, and there was a great ſhout : that Burgese's 
family would have come to the pariſh, had not Mrs. 
Webb (who is a charitable womam) relieved them. 

Hind faid, he was at the Bell with Chappel, when 
Burges came in; he did not know him, but called 
him Carter : ſome ſaid, he was a ſpy, and bid him 
turn down ſtairs : that he was looked on as a ſpy, 


| becauſe he had been always on the other ſide : that 
Sir Baſil took him into the middle-room, and told 


him, there was a whiſpering, as if ſomebody had 
bribed him; and he ſaid, no body had; and ſo- 
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John Burges ſaid the ſame about the waiſtcoat, 
and that he deſigned to be for Mr. Talmaſh : that 
the morning before the election he went to the Bell, 
and there were Lord Scott, Stallier, Traunter, and 


lemnly declared, no body had given him any thing 
to vote; and Sir Baſil ſaid, he would give him 
only thanks : that Sir Baſil had fixty votes without 
him; and, as ſoon as he had voted, they hurried 
him away: that he never paid any thing, directly 


or indirectly, more than the ordinary rate for drink, 


viz. 31. per hogſhead : and being confronted with 
Dobſon, denied he had made him any promiſe to 
vote; and Ady, being likewiſe confronted by Dob- 
ſon, denied his promiſe to be neuter. 

Woodnorth ſaid, he was at the Bell, the day be- 
fore the eleftion, when Burges came in; and the 
freemen were angry, and ſaid, he was a rogue, and 
deſired him to tell Sir Baſil fo : that he offered to 
vote for Sir Baſil ; and Sir Baſil ſaid, he might vote 
for whom he pleaſed. 

Slade ſaid, Margaret Burges came to him, on 
Sunday-ſevennight before the election, and deſired 
him to ſpeak to Mr. Hind to come and tap his drink, 
for ſhe had not a farthing to ſave her ſoul; and 
that he told Mr. Hind, who would not yield to it, 
nor lend her any money. 

Webb ſaid, one Scot, who voted for Mr. Tal- 
maſh, aſked him to vote for Sir Baſil : that he told 
him, he was not concerned; and Scot ſaid, he 
would give him a guinea to vote for Sir Bail, and ſo 
make the election void: 

That he voted formerly, and at this election; but 
was diſallowed, though he then paid the rent. 
Scot being called in, ſaid, he did, in a jocular way, 
offer the guinea z but denied, he ſaid any thing of 
the election being void. 

Eland ſaid, Gale told him, he had three guineas 
for drawing twelve flaggons of beer, on Mr. Tal- 
maſh's account; which was given him by Croom. 

Gale denied this; but ſaid, he had 31. for a 
hogſhead of beer after the election. | 

Hackman ſaid, he was offered what money he 


would have, by the maſter of the Bear inn, out of 


ſome money he ſhewed him, if he would vote for 
Mr. Talmaſh : and one offered, if he would bring 
twenty dozen of cards, he would buy them, if he 
would ſo vote, or he would not deal with him; but 
the maſter put up the money in his pocket. 

Weſt ſaid, he was with Scot, and others, and 
they told him, they had 30 l. of Sir George Speke's 
money; and, if he would vote for Mr. Talmaſh, he 
ſhould have the greateſt part of it : that the next 
night he went to Lawrence, and told him, if he 
wanted thirty or forty ſhillings, he /ſhould have it, 
if he would vote for Mr. Talmaſh. 

Capt. Scot ſaid, that John Scot had threatned 
John Short to ſend him to gaol, if he voted for Sir 
Baſil. 

That, upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Sir Baſil Firebraſs, knight, and his agents, 
are guilty of bribery, in corruptly procuring votes, 
at the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough. 


That Sir Baſil Firebraſs is not duly elected a bur- 


geſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough, 

That Thomas Talmaſh is duly elected a burgeſs, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough : 
with which reſolutions the houſe tgreed, 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
to-morrow morning, to amend the return for this 
borough. | 

Dec. 3, 1694. A petition of ſeveral burgeſſes and 
freemen of this borough, was read ; ſhewing, that Sir 


| Baſil Firebraſs was, on the 19th of November laſt, 


duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
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ment for this borough, in the toom of Mr. Tal- 
maſh, deceaſed ; yet the bailif of the faid borough 
hath returned Richard Long, eſquire, as duly cho- 
ſen : and praying &c. 5 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. | 

Jan. 1. Ordered to be reported on Saturday next, 
at twelve o'clock. | 

5th. Mr. Boyle reported, The matter had been 
examined by the committee; that the right of elec- 
tion was agreed to be in the freemen, and inhabi- 
tants of the borough-houſes ; and the poll was, 

For Mr. Long — 5, 

For Sir Baſil Firebraſs 571. 
For the petitioner it was alledged, that there were 
22 on the poll, who were not qualified, who voted 
for the ſitting-member : but as this was to be prov- 
ed only by thoſe who had ſigned the petition, who 
were not deemed legal witneſſes, it was waved ; and 
the petitioner's counfel went on, to prove ſeveral ir- 
regularities in the election. 

Stokes ſaid, the country gentlemen near the town 
came in, and threatned the electors, if they would 
not vote for Mr. Long, that they would not em- 
ploy them. 

Taylor ſaid, that Mr. Long gave him one 
ſhilling to get his brother's vote for him, 
and promiſed him two guineas z which he did do, 
though he did not deſign it before; but afterwards, 
when he aſked Mr. Long for the money, he told 
him, he knew nothing of the matter. 

William Taylor, the brother, faid, that his bro- 
ther told him of the promiſe of the two guineas ; 
which made him vote, or he ſhould have voted for 
Sir Baſil Firebrafs : and further ſaid, that an agent 
for Mr. Long had offered to lend him 50 1. if he 
would vote for Mr. Long ; which he refuſing, he 
promiſed him twenty buſhels of wheat, but had it 
not : he ſaid, he was bred a ſhoemaker, but now 
works by the day at huſbandry ; and he alſo ſaid, 
he was refuſed to be made free, if he would not 
vote for Mr, Long. | 

Hill ſaid, Ruſſell told him, he had ten pounds to 
vote for Mr. , 8 

Morley ſaid, that Richard Godding told him, 
Mr. Long's brother had a bond on him not to fiſh 
in certain waters; and ſaid, if he would vote for 
his brother, he ſhould have the bond, and leave to 
fiſh : but the bond was after produced by the ſit- 
ting: member. 

Stevens ſaid, Gage owned to him, that he had a 
horſe, worth 4 or 8 I. and 31. in money, of Mr. 
Long, to vote for him. 

Stokes ſaid, he aſked Stickle which way he in- 
tended to vote; who ſaid, he was for Sir Baſil Fire- 
braſs ; but there was 20 l. in the 'way. 

'Cook ſaid, that Stickle told him, if he could help 
him to 20 l. due to one of the Longs, he would 
vote for Sir Baſil ; otherwife they would ruin him. 

Bond ſaid, that Mr. Long gave him 28. 6 d. 
and promiſed to. gratify him further: and ſaid alſo, 
he invited ſeveral burgeſſes, as well on Sir Baſil's 
ſideas Mr. Long's; but had no money of Sir Baſil : 
that he voted for Mr. Long. 

Taylor faid, Mr. Long went to Seryl's, and of- 
fered money for her houfe, and made her fuddled, 
and took away her key, and turned her out of 
doors, and kept her out ever ſince : chat he after- 
wards appointed her lodgings at the White Hart. 

And Lant, one of his voters, lay in a borough- 
houfe one night only; but the houſe he lived in was 

not a borough-houſe. . | 
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Guy was teftified by Stokes to be a ſingle man, 
and lived with his father. 

For the ſitting- member, 

Elizabeth Light ſaid, ſhe heard Mr. Scot aſk 
Taylor, whether he-ever promifed him any wheat ? 
that Taylor ſaid, no; and Mr. Scot then ſaid, 
nor never will ; nor ſhould he have any wheat with. 
out paying for it. 

Elliot ſaid, the next day after Sir Bafil came to 
Chippenham, that Sir Baſil gave him forty ſhillings, 
and a filver tobacco-box to Chappel, to be ſervice- 
able to him: that he ſhewed him ten ſhillings, and 
offered to lend him five: and ſaid, Sir Baſil did not 
expect a majority, but would make bribery of it. 

Jones ſaid, Bond owned he had the ten ſhillings 
of Mr. Long, for ' inviting the freemen ; and Sir 
Baſil gave him four ſhillings to buy gloves. 

Browning ſaid, he was preſent when Gage bought 

the horſe, and gave three pounds for it to Mr, 
Long. 
— ſaid, that Etwell, one of the petitio- 
ner's voters, when he ſaid Mr. Long had more 
votes than Sir Baſil, ſaid, what then? it was but 
going to the parliament-houſe, and telling a few 
lies: that he ſhould get 1001. if Sir Baſil carried it, 
but by Mr. Long he ſhould get nothing. 

Ladd ſaid, one Willis, who voted for Sir Baſil, 
ſaid, rather than Mr. Long ſhould fit in the houſe 
of commons, he would have ſomebody go up, and 
ſay any thing. 

Zaly ſaid, that White (who was for Sir Baſil) 
offered him five pounds, if, after he had voted for 
Mr. Long, he would fay, Mr. Long had bribed 
him. Zaly had been a ſervant to White. 

Head ſaid, Ady, one of the petitioner's voters, 
faid, it ſhould be 40s. and upwards in his way, if 
he would be a witneſs againft Mr. Leng; and 
Chappel, another of the petitioner's voters, -offered 
Gill ten pounds for an hogſhead of beer, if he 
would vote for Sir Baſil. 

Gale ſaid, that Mr. Chappel would have had him 
gone to the fair, and bought ſome leather on Sir 


Baſil's account, but he refuſed it; and Ady told 


him, if he owed money, he would fee it paid. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Richard Long, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : which was agreed to by the houſe. 

Feb. 17, 1700. A petition of Edward Montague, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing; that the Lord Mordaunt, 
William White, eſquire, and the petitioner, were can- 
didates at the laſt election for this borough ; and tho 
the Lord Mordaunt was under the age of 21 years, 
the bailiff of the ſaid borough hath returned him, 
in prejudice of the petitioner, who was duly choſen : 
and praying the conſideration &c. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petition, 

touching the nonage of the Lord Mordaunt, be 
heard at the bar, on the 24th of March next: and 
that the conſideration of the merits of the election be 
referred to the committee, to examine, and report 
with their opinion. 
March 24. The counſel were called in, to be 
heard on the petition of Edward Montague, eſquire, 
touching the election for this borough, in regard to 
the nonage of Lord Mordaunt, returned for the 
faid borough ; and they were heard both for the 
petitioner, and the ſaid Lord Mordaunt; and divers 
witneſſes were examined for both parties: and then 
the counſel and witneſſes withdrew. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that John 
Lord Mordaunt was of the age of 21 years on _ 
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4th of January, 1700, being the time of the election 
of the faid Lord Mordaunt for the borough of Chip- 
in the county of Wilts. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Francis Popham, ju- 
nior, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough, Sir James Long, Joſeph Aſh, eſquire, 
and the petitioner, were candidates: that by notorious 
bribery, and other illegal practices of Mr. Aſh, 
and his agents, ſeveral were hindred from voting 
ſor the petitioner z and ſeveral unqualified perſons 
were admitted to vote for Mr. Aſh, who is return- 
ed with the ſaid Sir James Long, though the peti- 
tioner was duly elected, and ought to have been re- 
turned inftead of Mr. Aſh : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 10. Ordered, that it be reported on Mon- 
day next. 

12th. Ordered, that it be reported on Saturday next. 

17th. Mr. Freeman reported, from the ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter of the ſaid election: That the 
right of election was agreed to be in the bailiff, 
burgeſſes, and freemen, being occupiers of burgage- 
houſes—The poll was, 63 for Mr. Aſh—42 for the 

tioner. 

That Mr. Popham excepted to 30 of Mr. Aſh's 
votes for bribery, and two for minority; and called, 

Edward Barnett; who ſaid, that in January, 1709, 
Mr. Aſh ſent for ſeveral of the voters to his houſe ; 
and, without any application on their parts, advanced 
them three pounds, and took notes for the money : 
that Joſeph Brown, and William Lovelock, who 
voted for Mr. Aſh, and the witneſs, who voted 
againft Mr. Aſh, had each of them three pounds 
from Mr. Aſh : that nothing was ſaid of any electi- 
on, or of any lending, or borrowing, the money ; 
but Mr. Aſh aſked, if they would accept of that 
ſum, as others had done. . 

Tuck faid, that a conſiderable time before the 
election, he heard 25 of Mr. Aſh's voters (whom 
he named) tell Mr. Popham, that they could not 
vote for him, becauſe they had received three pounds 
each of Mr. Aſh, and they could not go from it; 
elſe, a great many of them ſaid, they would be for 

Billet faid, he was invited, about a year ſince, to 
Mr. Aſh's by his ſervant, where were eight or nine 
other voters: they were treated there; and the ſit- 
ting . . . . without any application to him, paid 
them-three pounds each, and took their bonds for 
their money in his nephew Mr. Gouldney's name : 
that nothing was then ſaid of an election; but they 
took it, that they were to give their voices for the 
money: that three or four days before the election, 
Mr. Aſh aſked their votes, and told them how kind 
he had been to them; and ſaid, if any body would 
give more, he would give more too: 

That Farr, Thomas Ruſſell, Godwin, and John 


 Ruffell, had three pounds each from Mr. Aſh, and 


gave their bonds for it; and, about a fortnight be- 
fore the ele&ion, had their bonds burnt for their 
votes; and they ſaid, they would not vote for Mr. 
Aſh till that was done. 


Vennell faid, that a little before the election, the 


origin. fitting-member aſked him, if he would not do as his 


neighbours did ; and thereupon paid him three 
pounds from the fitting-member, and gave bonds for 
the money in the ſame manner; ..... . . had 
their bonds burnt for their votes for him. 

Humphrey Paul faid, he had three pounds with- 
out a bond. 2 


- 


The Borough of CHIPPENHAM. 


Edwards ſaid, that a little before the election, he, 
and one Ladd, one of Mr. Aſh's voters, had three 
pounds each ; and gave bond for it in Gouldney's 
name: that Gouldney deſired his vote for Mr. Aſh, and 
burnt the bond ; and Ladd offered him ten pounds, 
not to be a witneſs againſt Mr. Aſh. 

Mr. Brunſden ſaid, he heard (in the latter end of 
Auguſt laſt) that Bond, and ſeveral others of Mr. Aſh's 
* own, they had three pounds each of Mr. 


Hatter proved a certificate, that Emmet was bap- 
tired on the 7th of Auguſt, 1691. : 

Wheatly owned, he was a minor. 

To prove bribery for Mr. Popham, the counſel 
for Mr. Aſh produced a ſettlement made by Mr. 


Popham's anceſtor, 1654; whereby a charity of 61. 


is ſettled and appointed to be annually diſtributed 
to the freemen or free burgeſſes of the borough, 
to be nominated by the heir of the family, and in 
default thereof, by the bailiff and corporation of this 
borough, In anſwer, Mr. Popham's counſel alledg- 
ed, the petitioner is not heir, his father being living; 
and the bailiff and corporation diſpoſe of it, as they 
pleaſe. | 

For Mr. Aſh, was called Hodſon, who ſaid, the 
petitioner aſked his vote; and ſaying he was en- 
gaged, aſked if he had not received kindneſs of the 
family ? and he ſaid, no. 

Tuck, one of the managers for the petitioner, 
told James Ladd, if he would not vote, he ſhould 
not have any of Mr. Popham's charity; and the 
night before the election, treated ſeveral voters on 
both ſides ; but the petitioner was not preſent. 

That Edwards, who voted for Mr. Popham, de- 
clared two or three nights before the election, he 
would vote for him, who would give the beſt 
penny. 

Scot ſaid, Tuck told him, the diſpoſal of the 
charity was in the Pophams, and not in the bailiff; 
and he might depend upon it, none ſhould have it, 
but ſuch as voted for Mr. Popham. 

Reynolds ſaid, the petitioner often aſking his 
vote, he told him, Mr. Aſh had been his friend; 
and the petitioner warned him out of his houſe the 
day before the election; the petitioner replied, what- 
ever Mr. Aſh had done, he would double the 


ſum; and therefore voted for Mr. Popham : that 


he had 31. a year ſince, of Mr. Aſh, and gave 
bond for it, and then his vote was aſked : being 
aſked again, ſaid his vote was not aſked; and ſaid, 
Mr. Long offered to repair his houſe, and cloath 
his family, if he would vote for the petitioner. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Joſeph Aſh, eſquire, is not duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


'borough. 


That Francis Popham, junior, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough : Which, being read twice, were 
agreed to by the houſe. 

March 5, 1713. A petition of Sir James Long, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 


this borough, the petitioner, John Norris, and John 


Eyles, eſquires, were candidates: that Mr. Eyles 
was a ſtranger to the borough; but, by bribes, 
threats, &c. procured himſelf to be returned with 
Mr. Norris, chough the petitioner had the majority, 
and ought to have been returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 
March 26, 1715. A petition of John Baynton, 


and 
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and John Norris, eſquires, was read ; ſhewing, that 
the petitioner, with John Eyles, nd Giles Earle, 
eſquires, were candidates for this borough, where 
the petitioners were duly elected by a majority of 
legal votes; but the ſaid Mr. Eyles, and Mr. Earle, 
by illegal and unwarrantable practices of the bailiff 
of the ſaid borough, procured themſelves to be re- 
turned; whereby the petitioners are deprived of 
ſerving as members for the ſaid borough, and in 
Juſtice ought to have been returned : and pray- 
ing &c. | | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 28. Ordered leave to be given to withdraw 
the ſaid petition. 

April 12, 1720. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ to elect a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of Giles Earle, eſquire, made Clerk-comptroller of 
the houſhold. 

Feb. 8, 1722. A petition of John Pit, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the late election of a 
member to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
in the room of Edward Rolt, eſquire, deceaſed, 
Thomas Boucher, eſquire, and the petitioner, were 
candidates: that the petitioner was duly elected by 
a majority of legal votes, and ought to have been 
returned ; but the ſaid Mr. Bouchier, by notorious 


bribery and other illegal practices, hath procured 
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himſelf to be returned a burgels for the ſaid bo- 
rough, in prejudice of the petitioner : and pray- 
ing &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 22, 1723. The ſame petition again read; 
and referred, in like manner. 


CHIPPING-WICCOMBE. 


HIS borough is. ſituate in the county of 
Bucks, and was ſummoned to ſend repreſen- 
tatives to parliament from the 28th of Edward I. 

The precepts were directed at firſt to the bailiffs 
of the liberty of the honour of Wallingford, who 
made no return to the ſheriff's precept in the 28th 
and zoth of Edward I. and in the 2d and 4th 
Ed. II. as it is ſet out in the Brevia Parliamentaria 
Rediviva; but, in the Regiſter the names, of the 
repreſentatives for thoſe years, are inſerted in the 
liſt. Dr. Willis writes, the ſtewards of this liberty 

made the returns during the reigns of Edward the 
firſt and ſecond, and in the beginning of Edward 
the third. 

It was incorporated, as the Doctor apprehends, in 
Edward the fourth's time. The returns about the 
middle of that reign were in the name of the mayor ; 
and before that time, they were between the ſheriff 
and burgeſſes: but it appears, that the return in the 

2th of Edward the ſecond was by Ralph de Bre- 


Red. 289 hull, bailiff of the honour of Wallingford ; yet I 
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find that the returns, in the 12th and 17th of Edward 
the fourth, were made by 12 perſons (as they are 
named in the returns) and no mention made of any 
aſſent or authority by, or from, others. But in the iſt 


of Edward the ſixth, the return is thus. Hæc indentura 


Ed. VI Hatur, c. quod major et burgenſes unanimi aſſenſu et con- 


Ib 6 Ed. ward the ſixth, Ruod major, ballivi 


ſenſu eligerunt, &c. In cujus rei teftimonium major et bur- 
genſes figillum ſuum 1 and i in the 6th of Ed- 
i, et burgenſes unani- 


mi eligerunt, Sc. In cujus rei teſtimonium major, ballivi, 


& burgenſes figiilum ſuum appoſuerunt. It was the firſt 


borough in the county repreſented in parliament. Witty, 
The memoirs relating to its elections and repreſen. ance. 


tatives, concerning their ſeats in the houſe, are as 
follow. 

May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the com- 
mittee touching the double return for this borough, 
the caſe of Thomas Scot, eſquire, who is returned 
by one indenture to ſerve for the ſaid borough. 

A debate ariſing——Reſolved, that the debate on 
the ſaid report be adjourned till the morrow : but 
it did not then come on. 

sth. Mr. Turner reported from the committee, 
the matter touching the ſaid returns, that, upon ex- 
amination of the fact, it appeared to the committee, 
that Richard Brown, eſquire, returned by one in- 
denture, had more voices, of perſons capable 
to elect burgeſſes, than Thomas Scot, eſquire, who 
is returned by another indenture; and the opinion 
of the committee is, that the ſaid Mr. Brown is 
duly elected, and ought to ſit: with which the houſe 


Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown in Chan- 
cery, do attend at the bar of the houſe, with the re- 
turn of this borough on Monday morning next; and 
that the mayor of this borough do then attend, in 
order to the amendment of the ſaid return. They 
were not then called in. F 

gth. The houſe. being informed, that the mayor 
of this borough, and the clerk of the Crown were 
at the door; they were called in : and the mayor 
did, at the bar of the houſe, amend the return for 
this borough ; and inſert the name of Mr. Brown 
in the indenture, inſtead of the name of Mr. Scot. 

Ordered, that the mayor of this borough be com- 
mitted to the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe; 
for his abuſe, in making a falſe return for this 
borough. 

Feb. 18, 1672. A petition of Sir William Eger- 
ton, knight of the Bath, was read; complaining of 
an undue practice in one Mr. Lucas, who pretend- 
ing himſelf to be mayor of this borough, had cauſed 
a diſturbance and. interruption to be made in the 
election of a burgeſs to ſerve for this place; and 
by this means cauſed a double return to be made, in 
prejudice of the ſaid petitioner, who was duly elect- 
ed, for this place, by the proper mayor. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to conſider the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of Sir John Borlace, was read; al- 
ledging, he was duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve for 
this borough ; and was, by indenture executed, duly 
returned by the proper mayor: that one ThomasGib- 
bons was ſet up in oppoſition to the rightful mayor, 
to diſturb the election. 

Ordered to be referred in like manner. 

March 15. Ordered, that the report be re- 
ceived on Monday morning. 

17th, Sir Thomas Meeres reported, from the com- 
mittee, the evidence and ſtate of the caſe touching 
the election and return for this borough, between 
Sir William Egerton, and Sir John Burlarcy 
the votes of the committee thereupon; which were 
twice read; and upon the queſtion, ſeverally agreed 
to. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend, 
and take off the other return. Thus it is in the 
printed Journal ; nor doth it appear how this matter 
was; but, when the return was amended, it ap- 
pears as follows. 

18th. The clerk of the Crown being called in, 
took off the return of Sir William for this 
| W-- borough, 
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| borough, from the writ, and the ſame was cancelled 


at the table. N ; 

Jan. 7, 1673. A petition of John Shirley, and o- 
thers, in the name of themſelves, and others the 
burghers, freemen, and inhabitants of this borough, 
complaining of the undue return of Robert Sawyer, 
eſquire, to ſerve for this borough; contrary to the 
right and cuſtom, and infringement of the liberties of 
the ſaid borough, being preſented, and delivered in 
the houſe ; 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges to examine the matter, and report the ſame, 
with their opinion. No report appears. 

May 30, 1685. A petition of Thomas Lewis, and 
William Serjeant, eſquires, touching the election for 
this borough, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and eleCtions, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion No report. 

In the parliament ſummoned to meet on the 24th 
of Auguſt, 1698, John Archdale, a quaker, was 
elected for this borough; but not taking his ſeat in 
the houſe before a call of the houſe, in the month 
of January following, I find the proceedings there- 
upon as follow ; viz. 

Jan. 3, 1698. The houſe being called over, and 
the name of John Archdale, eſquire, being called 
as a repreſentative for this borough the ſecond time; 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe, that Mr. 
Archdale had been with him that morning; and de- 
livered him a letter ſealed : which Mr. Speaker pre- 
ſented to the houſe, and the ſame was opened and 
read, and is as follows ; viz. 


« London the 3d of the &; called January, 
1698-9.“ | 
4 8 IR, 


* Upon the call of the houſe, it will appear that 
I am duly choſen and returned to ſerve in par- 
<« {iament, for the borough of Chipping-Wiccombe, 
t in the county of Bucks; and therefore I requeſt 
« of thee to acquaint the honourable houſe of com- 
* mons, the reaſon I have not as yet appeared; 
* which is, that the burgeſſes being voluntarily in- 
« clined to ele& me, I did not oppoſe their incli- 
nations, believing that my declarations of fidelity, 
« &c. might in this caſe, as in others where the 
« law requires an oath, be accepted : I am there- 
« fore ready to execute yo truſt, if the houſe 
think fit to admit of me thereupon, which I do 
e humbly ſubmit to their wiſdom and juftice ; and 
* ſhall acquieſce with what they will be pleaſed to 
determine therein: This being all at preſent, I 

remain thy real and obliged friend, | 
„Joux ArxcnpaALE.” 


Ordered, that the contents of the ſaid letter be 
taken into conſideration on Friday morning next. 

Ordered, that Mr. Archdale do then attend. 

6th. The houſe being informed that Mr. Arch- 
dale attended according to order, his letter to Mr. 
Speaker was again read: and the ſeveral ſtatutes 


- qualifying perſons to come into, and ſit and vote in 


this houſe, were read; viz. 30 Car. II. 1 Will, & 


| Mar. and 5 & 8 Will. and Mar; and then the 


ſaid Mr. Archdale was called in, and he came into 
the middle of the houſe, almoſt to the table ; and 


Mr. Speaker, by direction of the houſe, aſked him 
whether he had taken the oaths, or would take the 
oaths appointed to qualify himſelf to be a member 
of this houſe: to which he anſwered, that, in regard 
do a principle of his religion, he had not taken the 
oaths, nor could take them : and then withdrew. 


' Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant 
to the clerk of the Crown to make out a new writ, 
for the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough, in the room 
of the ſaid Mr. Archdale ; who hath refuſed to 
qualify himſelf to be a member of this houſe, 
1 the oaths by law appointed for that pur- 
poſe. 

Oct. 26, 1702. A petition of Henry Lord Shel- 
borne, was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner 
was one of the candidates at the laſt election of 
members to ſerve for this borough, where a great 
number of qualified electors voted for the petitioner , 
but divers unqualified, were arbitrarily received by 
the mayor, to vote for Fleetwood Dormer, eſquire; 


whereby, and by many other undue practices, Mr. 


Dormer was returned, in prejudice of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 20, Ordered to be reported on Tueſ- 
day next. 

26th. Ordered to be reported on Thurſday next. 

28th. Mr. Bromley reported the matter as it 
appeared ; viz. | 

That upon the poll there was, 

For Mr. Dormer 53, 
For the petitioner 32. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the mayor, bailiffs, aldermen, and burgeſſes not re- 
ceiving alms. 12 

And the controverſy was only upon the manner of 
making burgeſſes. 

For the petitioner it was inſiſted, that they ought 
to be made with the conſent of the major part of 
all the burgeſſes, duly ſummoned, and aſſembled in 


the common-hall ; and alledged, that they ſhould 


take off ſo many voters from Mr. Dormer's poll, 


on account of their not being regularly made bur- 


geſſes, as would give the petitioner a majority. It 
was objected, and evidence given, that 21 were made 
at a publick houſe, in January 1698, without notice 
and ſummons to ſeveral of the aldermen, or capital 
burgeſſes, and not at the town-hall, where all ſuch 
meetings ought to be held ; and theſe voted for Mr. 
Dormer : that a proteſtation was produced, ſigned 
by ſeveral of the aldermen, complaining of this 
proceeding : that the making Mr. Wharton, and 
Sir Thomas Skipwith, was objected to, they being 
made at an entertainment of the mayor; as alſo the 
making alderman Shrimpton a burgeſs, who was 
made burgeſs, and alderman, the ſame day, and in 
like manner. 

Mr. Dormer's counſel admitted the making the 
21, and 3 others who voted for the petitioner. They 
ſaid they were made by the mayor, and ſeven others, 
who are a majority of the 15 in whom the ſole 
power is veſted to make burgeſſes: that ſome of the 
aldermen being diſſatisfied in their not being ſum- 
moned, a court was called to meet on the 25th of 
February following, at the town-hall, in which all 
the forms were duly obſerved ; and, at that meeting, 
thoſe preſent adjourned to the publick houſe, near 
the hall, and elected again thoſe burgeſſes, as ap- 
peared in the town book. 

The town-ſerjeant proved the ſummoning (by 
the mayor's order) all the aldermen to this laſt meet- 
ing, and that the bell tolled, and notice was given, 
as uſual. | 

Bigg, and Barnes, one of the aldermen, and he, 
who was mayor, when theſe elections were made, 


Rr proved 


* 


153 


154 


the ſummoning to meet at the town-hall at 
the ſecond election. 

In reply, it was obſerved, that the ſame perſons 
were the electors, and preſent at both elections, and 
no other: upon which the committee reſolved, 

That Fleetwood Dormer, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

The ſaid reſolution being read twice, was agreed 
unto by the houſe. | 

Nov. 18, 1707. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Fleetwood Dormer, elquire, made a com- 
miſſioner of prizes. 

OR. 24, 1722. A petition of Harry Waller, eſ- 
quire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the election of a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
the right honourable the Lord Viſcount Shelburn, 
of the kingdom of Ireland, the honourable Charles 
Egerton, eſquire, and the petitioner, were candidates: 
that Mr. John Smales pretended to act as mayor of the 
ſaid borough, and has returned the ſaid Lord Viſ- 
count Shelburn, and Mr. Egerton, although the 
petitioner was duly elected, and returned by the 
proper officer, who tendered a return of the ſaid 
Lord Shelburn, and the petitioner, to the ſheriff; 
who refuſed to accept the ſame, to the manifeſt pre- 
judice of the petitioner, and the rights and privi- 
leges of the borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 23. Ordered, that leave be given to . 
draw the ſaid petition. 

Feb. 5, 1925. A petition of Harry Waller, 04. 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that by virtue of a writ 
for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough,in the room of Charles Egerton, 
eſquire, deceaſed, a proclamation was made on Friday 
the 28th of January, 1725, by Richard Shrimpton, 
mayor of the ſaid borough, for an election to be 
made on Tueſday, the firſt day of February fol- 
lowing, in the morning, at the town-hall of the bo- 
rough : that the petitioner, at the requeſt of ſeveral 
voters of the ſaid borough, did offer himſelf a can- 
didate at the ſaid election; and, with a great majo- 
rity of legal voters, attended at the time and place, 
appointed by the ſaid proclamation ; and the may- 
or's officers then attended as uſual, and continued 
ſo to do till after four o'clock in the afternoon ; 
but the mayor did not come to the place of electi- 
on, nor read any precept or proclamation there, 
but privately retired to a little room in the George 
inn, in the ſaid borough, kept by an agent of the 
honourable Charles Collyear, eſquire; where he, 
with others, ſigned an indenture, returning him duly 
elected < that, after ſuch long attendance, the peti- 
tioner, with ſome voters and gentlemen, went to the 
ſaid inn, and there requeſted the ſaid mayor to come 
to the hall, and proceed to a legal election; but he 
abſolutely refuſed ſo to do, giving them opprobious 
language, and bidding them be gone; though ſe- 
veral of the aldermen and burgeſſes aſſured him, 
there was no diſturbance, or diſorder, in the leaſt : 
all which illegal and arbitrary practices, are not only 
injurious to the petitioner, but tend intirely to ſub- 
vert the freedom of elections: and praying &c. 

A petition of the aldermen, bailiffs, and burgeſſes, 
of the ſaid and corporation, on behalf of 


themſelves, and of the burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, 


efſembled on the iſt of February, 1725, was pre- 
ſented to the houſe, and read ; ſhewing, that the 
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petitioners, according to proclamation made by Ri- 
chard Shrimpton, mayor of the ſaid borough, did 


afſemble together, in the town-hall of the ſaid bo- 
rough, to vote for Harry Waller, eſquire, to be 
their repreſentative in parliament, in the room of 
Charles Egerton, eſquire, deceaſed; and there peace 

ably remained the beſt part of the day, in — 
proceeding to an election; but the mayor, in an 
illegal manner, on a falſe and frivolous pretence, 
refuſed to come to the town-hall, though ſeveral of 
the aldermen and burgeſſes did require him ſo to do, 
but he abſolutely refuſed, and took upon him to 
proceed to a pretended election, in a little room at 
an inn, in the ſaid borough, where he returned Mr. 
Collyear z whereby the petitioners, who believe 
themſelves a legal majority, are unjuſtly deprived 
of the rights of voting: and praying &c. 

Ordered, theſe petitions to be heard at the bar 
of the houſe on the 22d day of February inſtant. 

22d, The houſe proceeded to the hearing the 
matter, touching the r 

And the counſel were called in: 

And the petitions read; and the counſel on both 
ſides were heard; and examined ſeveral witneſſes, 
and then were directed to withdraw: | 

And the houſe reſolved, 

That the honourable Charles Collyear is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That the late election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, was a void election. 

March 8, 1725. A petition of Harry Waller, eſ- 
quire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the election of a 
burgeſs, on the 3d inſtant, to ſerve in parliament 
for this borough, in the room of Charles Collyear, 
eſquire, , whoſe election had been declared void by 
the houſe, the petitioner, and Mr. Collyear, were 
candidates; and, upon calling over the lift of all 
the voters by the town-clerk, an undoubted majo- 
rity appeared, and voted, for the petitioner, who 
ought to have been returned ; but Richard Shrimp- 
ton, mayor of the ſaid borough, partially admitted 
ſeveral perſons to vote for the ſaid Mr. Collyear, 
who never pretended to have any right of voting at 
any former election; particularly two perſons, whoſe 
votes were expreſsly ordered by the mayor to be en- 
tered for Mr. Collyear, although they owned, they 
had no other authority than by an illegal charter of 
King James the ſecond : that the mayor was de- 
ſired by the petitioner to have the poll immediately 
caſt up, and declare who had the majority ; but Mr. 
Collyear deſiring a ſcrutiny, the mayor ſaid, the 
candidates ſhould have it ; but did not caſt up the 
poll, nor declare the majority, and immediately 
withdrew himſelf ; and ſoon after, before any meet- 
ing for the ſcrutiny, declared, he was reſolved to 


return Mr. Collyear ; and afterwards, on the ſame 


day, the mayor appointed a ſcrutiny ; and it was 
agreed, that each candidate ſhould be aſſiſted with 
three perſons, which were named, to take the ſcru- 
tiny ; and, ſoon after the meeting, the mayor was 
deſired, on the petitioner's behalf, to produce the 
wn-books, in which the names of all the electors 
were entered, as the only ptoper foundation upon 
which any juſt ſcrutiny could be taken; but the 
mayor abſolutely refuſed to produce thoſe books; 


Mr. Collyear inſiſting, that the mayor was the only 
| judge who were the electors, and thereupon no ſcru- 


tiny was made; upon which the mayor, Mr. Colly- 
ear, and others, went back to the town-hall, and 
there ſigned a return of Mr. Collyear; and, at the 
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dered by Mr. Collyear to read the proclamation 
againſt riots 3 which could be done with no other in- 
tent, but to diſperſe. the electors, who were there 
aſſembled, purſuant to his Majeſty's writ, in a legal 


manner: all which arbitrary proceedings, of the 


ſaid Mr. Collyear, and his agents, are not only in- 
jurious to the petitioner, but a manifeſt yiolation of 
the freedom of elections: and praying &c. . 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be heard at the bar 
of the houſe on Thurſday ſevennight. 

That Mr. Shrimpton, mayor of this borough, do 
then attend. | 

12th. Complaint being made to the houſe, that 
the mayor of this borough, having been ſerved with 
an order of this houſe, for permitting Harry Waller, 
eſquire, or his agent or agents, to inſpect the publick 
boaks, records, and publick writings, belonging to 
the ſaid borough, had refuſed to obey the ſame; 

Thomas Hollinſhead, a meſſenger attending the 
houſe, who had ſerved the ſaid mayor with the ſaid 
order, was called in, and examined. 

Reſolved, nem. con. that Mr. Richard Shrimpton, 
mayor of this borough, having refuſed to obey the 
order of this houſe, for permitting Harry Waller, 
eſquire, his agent or agents, to inſpect the publick 
books, records, and publick writings, belonging to 
the ſaid borough, be, for the ſaid contempt, taken 


into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending 


this houſe. 
Ordered, that Mr. Shrimpton, mayor of the ſaid 


entering the names of ſuch perſons as have been 
made free of the ſaid borough, to be delivered to the 
clerk of the houſe. | 

16th. Ordered, that the ſerjeant at arms, attending 
this houſe, do bring Mr. Richard Shrimpton, may- 
or of this borough, in his cuſtody, to attend the 
houſe to-morrow 
matter of the ſaid election; and the counſel were 
called in, and the petition read; and the counſel 
for the petitioner were heard ; and examined ſeveral 
witneſſes ; and ſeveral entries in the town-books were 
read, 

And the counſel for the ſitting- member were heard. 

Reſolved, nem. con. that it appears to this houſe, 


that, in an entry of burgeſſes made of this borough 


on the 20th of March, 1717, there has been an era- 
ſure lately made, and the name of Captain Pyet 
inſerted, without any legal authurity. 

Reſolved, nem. con. that it appears to this houſe, 
that, in an entry of burgeſſes made at this borough, 
dated the 26th day of September, 1723, an eraſure 
has lately been made ; whereby the name of David 
Shilfox, a burgeſs of the ſaid borough, is eraſed. 

Reſolved, nem. con. that Sampſon Preſley, and 
John Widmer, who were admitted to vote at the 
ſaid election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, having no pretence to 
be burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, but under a char- 
ter of King James the ſecond, which was never ac- 
cepted or inrolled, have no right of voting at ele&- 
ing of burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 
borough. = 


And Mr. Collyear was, heard, and withdrew. 
Reſolved, that Charles Collyear is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſa, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 


this borough. 


Reſolved, nem. con. that Harry Waller, eſquire, 
1s duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough : | 

And ordered the return to be mended. 


borough, do forthwith cauſe the ledger-books, for 


Reſolved, nem. con. that it appears to this houſe, 
that Mr.-Richard Shrimpton, mayor of this bo- 
rough, has been guilty of divers arbitrary, illegal, 
and partial proceedings, at the late election of a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough ; in violation of the freedom of elections 
of members to ſerve in parliament. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Richard Shrimpton be, for 
the ſaid offences, committed to the priſon of New- 
gate; and that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant ac- 
cordingly. Allo, 

Reſolved, that Edward Marſhall, having preſum- 
ed to read the proclamation againſt riots, whilſt the 
burgeſſes of this borough were legally aſſembled, 
by virtue of his Majeſty's writ, for the electing a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, without having ſufficient authority ſo to 
do, is guilty of an high infringement of the free- 
dom of elections. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Edward Marſhall be, for 
the ſaid offence, taken into the cuſtody of the ſer- 
jeant at arms attending this houſe. 


CHRIST-CHURCH. 


HIS is an antient borough in the county of 


The Boroughs of CniPpinG-WiccoMBE and CyRIisT-ChuRcH. 155 


Hants ; and, as Dr. Willis writes, was ſum- Willis, 


moned in the 35th of Edward the firſt, and the 2d 1749. 4 


of Edward the ſecond : but there were no returns 
made to thoſe ſummons. Mr. Prynn has given no 
liſt of any burgeſſes, or taken any notice of it, in 


I 


dover. 


the Regiſter ; but, in the Brevia Parliamentaria Re- R P. R. 
diviva, admits the latter ſummons ; and agrees it 210. 


made no return ; nor did it after return, till the 
13th of Queen Elizabeth : from which time I ſhall 


begin the memoirs of its repreſentatives and elec- 
tions. 


April 6, 1371. This day Mr. Treaſurer, Mr. ſer- D'Ewe's 


jeant Manwood, Geffrie and Lovelace, Mr. Flet- 


man, Mr. Bell, and Mr. Mounſon, were appointed 
to confer with Mr. Attorney, and Mr. Sollicitor, 
about the return of the burgeſſes or this, and other 
boroughs ; for that the ſame returned no burgeſſes 
the laſt parliament. 


ournal, 


p-. 156. 


gth. Report was made of the validity of bur- bid. p. 
geſſes; and ordered, by Mr. Attorney's aſſent, that 59. 


the burgeſſes ſhould remain according to their re- 
turns; for that the validity of the charters of their 
towns is elſewhere to be examined, if cauſe be. 

March 24, 1680. A petition of Thomas Hooper, 
eſquire, was read, touching the election for this bo- 
rough. : | 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 28, 1690. A petition of Thomas Hooper, 
and Thomas Dore, eſquires, was read; ſetting forth, 
that the petitioners were duly elected, by the majo- 
rity of qualified voices for this borough ; but John 
Stevens, gentleman, now mayor of the ſaid bo- 
rough, has illegally returned William Etterick, and 
Francis Gwyn, eſquires : and praying relief &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 15. The petition aforeſaid was renewed, and 
referred in like manner, 

Nov. 2, 1691. The petition aforeſaid was rene w- 
ed, and referred in like manner. 

gth. Ordered, that Thomas Dore, and Thomas 
Hooper, eſquires, be at liberty to withdraw their pe- 
tition, touching the election for this borough. H 

ec. 
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Dec. 2, 17 10. A petition of Peter Gery, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, and Willi- 
am Etterick, eſquire, were duly elected burgeſſes, to 


ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough : 


but Mr. Stephens, the mayor, refuſed to poll the 
petitioner's voters; and hath returned Peter Mew, 
eſquire, with Mr. Etterick, in _— of the petiti- 
oner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. a 

OR. 25, 1722. A petition of William Goldwyer, 
Samuel Hookey, Joſhua Stevens, John Hancock, 


Thomas Jeanes, and John Burſey,. burgeſſes of this 


borough, in behalf of themſelves, and divers other 
burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, 
that this borough is a borough by preſcription z and 
did antiently conſiſt of a mayor, burgeſſes reſident 
in the ſaid borough, out-burgeſſes, and inhabitants, 
called the populace : that, annually, the mayor, and 
inn-burgeſſes, did aſſemble in their rown-hall; and 
there . . . to nominate three perſons of their body, to 
be preſented to the inhabitants, or populace, for them 
to chooſe one for mayor for the enſuing year; 
which mayor hath been conſtantly ſworn into his 
office at the following Michaelmas court-leet, held 
for the borough and manor: that John Stevens was 
duly elected mayor, and expected to have been 
ſworn in, according to the conſtant uſage of the ſaid 
borough ; but, by the contrivance of ſome of the 
burgeſſes and inhabitants, with the lord of the leet 
and his ſteward, no court was held as uſual : that 
in April a court-leet was held, and the ſaid John 
Stevens did appear there, and was preſented as may- 


or, and demanded to be ſworn, and was refuſed by 


the ſteward : that James Stevens, who was mayor 
the year next preceding, and preſent at the election 
of the ſaid John Stevens, gave up his accounts, as 
uſual, at the end of the year, and did never act af- 


. terwards : notwithſtanding, ſome few burgeſſes met 
in the ſtreet, and there put Francis Gwyn, eſquire, 


on nomination for mayor for the year enſuing z and 
he was ſworn mayor at the next Michaelmas-court, 
and made one James Colgill his deputy : that the 


court of King's-Bench was moved, in the nature 


Sic origin of quo warranto's, againſt the ſaid Francis Gwyn, 


chard Holloway his deputy : 


and James Colgill ; the ſame were tried, and granted 
at the bar in the ſaid court, when a verdi& was 
given againſt them; and confeſſed judgment; and 
judgments were entered againſt them : that, not- 
withſtanding the judgments. . . . the faid Mr. Gwyn, 
and Colgill, the ſaid Colgill preſumed to act as 
mayor; and he, with ſome few of the burgeſſes, 
proceeded to elect Mr. John Williams for mayor; 
who took upon him to act, and appointed one Ri- 
that a precept from 
the ſheriff of the county of Southampton, for elect- 
ing members to ſerve in parliament, came to the 
hands of the ſaid Holloway; who, in an indirect 
way, proceeded to the election: that the ſaid Mr. 
Williams appeared in perſon, as mayor, at the ſaid 
election; and the petitioners finding him reſolved 
to make a return as he thought fit; and the petitio- 
ners, and - their friends, proteſted againſt the pro- 


ceedings of the faid mayor, or any return he ſhould 
make, and withdrew without giving their votes; 
notwithſtanding which, the pretended mayor pro- 


ceeded in the faid election, and returned Francis 
Gwyn, eſquire, and Sir Peter Mews, knight, to 
repreſent the ſaid : and praying &c. _ 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of; and report the ſame, with their opinion. 


Jan. 21; 1723. Another petition. of the aforeſaid 
William Goldyer, &c. to the fame effect with the 
foregoing one, was read and codered, 1 
in like manner. 

Ordered it be an inſtruction to the committee to 
hear the ſame on the 28th of February next. 

Feb. 12. Ordered, leave be given to withdraw 
the ſaid petition. 

March 6. A petition of Joſeph Hinxman, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner being a can. 
didate for this borough, the 22d of February laſt, 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough, in the room 
of Francis Gwyn, eſquire, who lately made his e- 
lection for the city of Wells; one James Bullock, 
who took upon him to act as mayor, with ſome 
new-made illegal burgeſſes, refuſed to admit the 
petitioner's voters into the town-hall, the place of 
election; and ordered thoſe that were in to withdraw 
before the precept was read ; and then proceeded to 
the election, in a very illegal manner; yet a poll 
was demanded, and the petitioner had a majority of 
legal votes, and ought to have been returned as 
duly elected; but the ſaid Bullock hath returned 
Edward Prideux Gwyn, eſquire, in HET of the 
petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred-tv the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of Joſhua Stevens, John Hancock, 
John Burſey, Thomas Jeanes, and Samuel Hookey, 
burgeſſes of this borough, in behalf of themſelves, and 
divers other burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, was read; 
ſhewing, that the ſaid borough is a borough by pre- 
ſcription, conſiſting of a mayor, burgeſſes, and inha- 
bitants; and the mayor and burgeſſes have right to 


ele& and ſend two members to parliament: that ever 


ſince the year 1718, there have been great controver- 
ſies and proſecutions at law, and before his Majeſty 
in council, touching the election of a mayor, who is 
the preſiding and returning-officer of members to 


parliament for the ſaid borough ; and they have had 


no legal mayor ſince ; but a writ lately iſſuing for 
the electing a member to ſerve in parliament in the 
room of Francis Gwyn, eſquire, one James Bullock, 
who pretended to act as mayor, got the 


Precept, 
and appointed the 22d of February laſt for the sc 
election; fearing the ill conſequences of acting. with 


the ſaid Bullock, and ſuch as had been pretended 
made burgeſſes ſince the ſaid controverſies z pro- 
teſted againſt the proceedings; but they went- on, 
and took upon them to order the petitioners, and 
others, who would have voted for Joſeph Hinxman, 


eſquire, to withdraw; and have returned Edward 


Prideux Gwyn, eſquire, as duly elected, though a 
poll was demanded, and Mr. Hinxman had a ma- 
jority of legal votes, if any there were, and ought 
to have been returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the commitree of 
privi and elections, to examine the matter 
„and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered ir be an inſtruction to the ſaid commit- 
tee, that they do hear the matters of the ſaid peti- 
tions on the 26th inſtant. 

Nov. 23, 1724. The petition of Mr. Hinzman 
to the ſame effect, was again read; and referred in 
like manner. 

The following petition of the burgef being 
different from that preſented in the laſt ſeſſion, and 
accepted by the houſe of commons, I have thought 
proper to inſert it. 

A petition of Joſhua Stevens, John Hancock, 
John Burſey, Thomas * and Samuel Hookey, 

I 5 
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burgeſſes of Chriſt- Church, Twynham, in the coun- 
ty of Southampton, in behalf of themſelves and di - 
vers other burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, was pre- 
ſented to the houſe, and read; ſhewing, that the 
faid borough is a borough by preſcription, and did 
antiently conſiſt of a mayor, burgeſſes reſident in 
the ſaid borough, out-burgeſſes, and inhabitants 
called the populace, having a right to elect, and 
ſend two members to repreſent the ſaid borough : 
that on the 8th of September annually, the mayor, 
and reſident, or in-burgeſſes, did uſe to meet in 
their town-hall, and there nominate three of their 
body; the mayor preſiding, to be preſented to the 
inhabitants on the 14th of the ſame month, for them 
then to chooſe one of thoſe three for mayor for the 
year enſuing ; which perſon nominated and choſen, 
had been ſworn into the ſaid office of mayor at the 
following Michaelmas court-leet : that, in 1718, one 
John Stevens was duly nominated and choſen mayor, 
according to the ſaid cuſtom, and expected to have 
been ſworn, as uſual, into the ſaid office for the 
year enſuing ; but, by the contrivance of ſome of 
the burgeſſes and inhabitants, with the lord of the 
Jeet and his ſteward, no Michaelmas court-leet was 
held; and when a court-leet was afterwards held, 
in April 1719, by an unknown perſon as ſteward, 
the ſaid John Stevens offering himſelf, and being 
preſented by the jury to be ſworn into the office of 
mayor, he was refuſed to be ſworn, and the court 
broken up abruptly by the perſon that appeared as 
ſteward : that James Stevens, who was mayor, and 
preſided, as uſual, at the nomination, and election 
of John Stevens, in September 1718, for mayor 
for the year enſuing, gave up his accounts as mayor 
at the end of his year as uſual, and neither acted, 
nor pretended to be mayor afterwards; and in 
April 1719, died ; ſo that from September 1718, 
there was no perſon who acted as mayor, or that 
could preſide, through the management and contri- 
vance aforeſaid ; notwithſtanding which, in Septem- 
ber 1719, ſome few burgeſſes, being a minority of 


thoſe then living, met in the ſtreet, and there, with- 


out any mayor preſiding, nominated Francis Gwyn, 
eſquire, to be mayor for the enſuing year; and he 
being afterwards ſworn at 'the Michaelmas court- 
leer, nominated one James Colgill his deputy : that, 
thereupon informations, in the nature of quo war- 
ranto's, being granted againſt Mr. Gwyn and his 
ſaid deputy ; the information againſt Mr. Gwyn was 
tried at the bar of the court of King's-Bench, in 
Michaelmas term 1720 ; and a verdict was obtained 
againſt Mr. Gwyn, and thereupon judgment con- 
feſſed by Colgill; and judgments of Ouſter were 
accordingly entered againſt both: that afterwards, 
the petitioners and others, being burgeſſes and inha- 
bitants of the ſaid borough, apprehending that the 
rights and privileges were intirely loſt; in order to 
reſtore the ſame, applied to his Majeſty, by petition, 
for a charter of incorporation; which petition was 
by order of council of the 6th of February 1 720, re- 
ferred to the then attorney and ſollicitor general ; and 
Mr. Gwyn and his friends likewiſe petitioning, that 
the preſcriptive right of the borough, if loſt, might 
be revived by writ mandatory; that petition was like- 
wiſe referred: that the attorney and ſollicitor- gene- 
ral, having been attended by council on both peti- 
tions, and on both ſides, reported, that the corpora- 
tion was diſabled to act without his Majeſty's aid; 
and that they could not apprehend any difference 
between the diſſolution of a corporation, and an in- 
capacity of acting; and upon the whole, for the 


| reaſons given in their report, they repreſented it as 


the moſt adviſeable method, for his Majeſty, if he 


thought fit, to grant a charter of incorporation : that 
the ſaid pretended mayor, taking the votes of the 
ſaid new illegal burgeſſes, and of thoſe againſt 
whom judgement of Ouſter had been given, de- 
clared the ſaid Edward Prideaux Gwyn to have. the 
majority, and returned him as duly elected: that 
the petitioners do likewiſe inſiſt, and doubt not but 
to prove, that the ſaid Joſeph Hinxman, eſquire, 
had a majority of legal votes, if any ſuch there 
were; and that he, if any one, ought to have been 
returned as duly elected to ſerve for the ſaid borough: 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame with their opinion. 


CIRENCESTER, 
HIS borough is within the county of Glou- 


137 


ceſter. It doth not appear to be incorporated Willis, 
nor to have returned members before the 13th of 749. 2 


Queen Elizabeth; at which time I ſhall begin with 
the memoirs of it. | 

April 6, 1571. This day Mr. Treaſurer, Mr. Ser- 
vients Manwodod, Geffrye, and Lovelace, Mr. Fleet- 
wood, Mr. Bell, and Mr. Mounſon, were appointed 
to confer with Mr. Attorney and Mr. Solicitor, about 
the return of the burgeſſes for this and other bo- 
roughs, having returned no burgeſſes the laſt par- 
liament; and to meet to-morrow in the afternoon at 
three of the clock in Mr. Treaſurer's chamber, at 
the court. 

gth. Report was made of the validity of bur- 
geſſes; and ordered, by Mr. Attorney's conſent, that 
the burgeſſes ſhall remain according to the returns; 
for that the validity of the charters of their towns 
is elſewhere to be examined, if cauſe be. 


May 21, 1624. Mr. Glanville reporteth from the 1 Journal, 
committee of privileges for Cirenceſler, in Glou- 78. 


ceſterſhire, againſt Sir William Maſters, returned, 
and Sir Maurice Berkeley unduly omitted. — After 
full hearing, four points reſolved: 1. That no conſent 
of parties, competitors, can alter the legal courſe of 
election. 2. Bird cleared from any undue courſe. 
3. Where no cuſtom, or charter, to the contrary, 
the election to be made by all the houſholders. 
4. Sir William Maſters duly elected. The ſaid Sir 
William Maſters had the greater number of inhabi- 
tants and freeholders. | 

Bird, being ſheriff of this county, and being pre- 
ſent, and uſed by the bailiff as his clerk ; this 
thought no miſdemeanor, nor he any intruder. 

Upon the queſtion, no conſent of any competitor 
in any election, can alter the legal courſe of election. 

For Bird ; the houſe reſolved to leave him, and 
neither to clear him, nor cenſure him. 

Upon a ſecond queſtion, in a borough not being 
a corporation, there being here no free burgeſſes, nor 
charter, nor cuſtom for election; the election to be 
made by the houſholders, and not only by free- 
holders. 

Upon a third queſtion, Sir William Maſters duly 
elected, and returned. 

July 18, 1660. Sir Edward Turner reports from 
the committee of privileges and elections, the caſe 
upon the petition for this borough : that, upon 
examination of the facts, it appeared to the com- 
mittee, that * * * Powell, eſquire, who is return- 
ed in the ſame indenture with * * * Maſters, eſquire, 
concerning the validity of whoſe election there is 
no queſtion, had a greater number of voices than 
Mr. * George the petitioner z and that therefore 

SC they 
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they were of opinion,. that the ſaid Mr. Powell is 
duly elected, and ought to ſit in the houſe : with 
which the houſe agreed. | 

Jan. 10, 1670. The petition of Sir Robert At- 
kyns, junior, was read; complaining of an undue 
return, made by the ſteward and bailiff of this bo- 
rough, of one Henry Powle, eſquire, to ferve as 
burgeſs for this place, in wrong of the petitioner, 
who was duly elected to ſerve for the ſame. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
elections to examine, and report the matter, with 
their opinion. 

Feb, 21. Serjeant Charleton reported from the 
committee of elections the ſtate of the caſe, and 
the evidences, in the election for this borough, be- 
ing in conteſt between Mr. Powle and Sir Robert 
Atkyns the younger; and alſo the ſtate of the mat- 
ter, in relation to a diſturbance at the election: and 
chat the committee, upon examination of the whole 
matter, were of opinion; 

1. That the majority of the voices, of fuch as 
had right of election, was for Mr. Powle. 

2. That there was no ſuch diſturbance, or miſ- 
carriage, as could make void the election. 

3. That Mr. Powle was duly elected: in all 
which the houſe agreed. 

May 23, 1685, A petition of Henry Powle, eſ- 
quire, touching the election for this borough, was 
read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections to examine, and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. 

March 24, 1689. A petition of John How, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that he was duly elected 
a burgeſs for this borough by the majority of qua- 
lified electors, and ought to have been returned by 
the ſteward of the borough, to whom the precept 
was directed; but he, by undue practices, hath re- 
turned Henry Powle, eſquire, and Richard How, 
eſquire, in injury of the petitioner : and praying 
conſideration &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 


and referred in like manner. | 
Nov. 1. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday next. 
4th. Mr. Grey reported from the committee of 
privileges and elections the matter concerning this 
election: That the petitioner's counſel: inſiſted, that 


the right of election was in all the inhabitants of 


the ſaid borough, who did not receive alms of the 
pariſh : 

For the ſitting-members, That the right was in 
the inhabitants ; but excluſive, as well of all that 
received charitable donations given to the poor of 
the ſaid borough, as of thoſe who received pariſh 
alms : 

That the poll was taken of all perſons who of- 
tered themſelves promiſcuouſly ; and the numbers 
were, 

For Mr. Powle' . — 340, 

For Mr. Richard How 323, 

For Mr. John How 409: 
That the determining of the election depended up 
on the ſettling the qualifications of the voters; = 
the great queſtion was, Whether thoſe who received 
a certain charity, called by-money, ſhould be al- 
lowed to have good votes ? as to many of whom it 
only appeared, that it was received only by Weir 
wives: 


That the nue df this charity is thus; Naehe 


\ 


tain yearly charity given to. this borough, and diſtri. 


buted by the churchwardens and overſcers of the poor 

to ſuch as do not receive alms of the pariſh, or pay 
to the poor : for which the donor hath provided, 
that the churchwardens and overſeers ſhould receive 
6 s. and 8 d. for their pains in diſtributing it; and it 
is ſometimes given to one, and ſometimes to an- 
other, by ſixpence and a ſhilling at a time : 


That it did not appear that thoſe perſons, who 


received this charity, had been excepted to, but only 
at Lord Newburgh's election in King James's. — 
who was returned, and ſat; but there was a petition 
againſt him, which was withdrawn, and no deter- 
mination thereupon. That, upon the hearing, the 
committee reſolved, 

That the inhabitants of this borough, receiving a 
charitable donative called by-money, have not a right 
to vote, in electing of burgeſſes to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for this borough. _ 

That the, inhabitants of the ſaid borough, being 
inmates, have not a right to vote, in electing bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in parliament. 

That Henry Powle, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for the ſaid bo- 
rough. 

That Richard How, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, | | 

The iſt reſolution, e was, 
upon the queſtion, diſagreed to. 

The 24: reſolution, being read a ſecond time, 
was agreed to. 

The 3d reſolution, read a ſecond time, 

| Reſolved, that it be recommitted, for the ſum- 
wing up the poll between all parties. 

Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 
elections do fit on Thurſday next, in the afternoon, 
vr es a rao ons 
ſaid. 

Ordered, that the ſteward of the nw of; Che 
ceſter do attend the committee at the time afore- 
8th. Mr. Grey reported from the committee of 


privileges and elections, That the committee had 
Oct. 6, 1690. The ſame petition was renewed, 


on ſeveral reſolutions, as followeth; viz. 
Reſolved, that it is the opinion of the committee, 
that they do not proceed to ſum up the poll, with- 


out hearing further evidence. 


That the maſter of the rolls inſiſted, that he had 
not been heard as to his own particular caſe ; and 
prayed to be heard thereupon : and thereupon it 
was reſolved, 

That the houſe be moved to give leave to the 
ſaid committee, to examine farther evidence as to 
all the parties concerned in the ſaid election: to 
both which reſolutions the houſe agreed ; and 

Reſolved, that the ſaid committee do examine 
further evidence, as to all the parties concerned in 
the ſaid election. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid matter be heard on Tue! 
day fortnight next. 
ith. Ordered, ee the c dn for 


this borough be heard at the bar of this houſe | 


on this-day-fortnight. . 
17th. Ordered, that the books of the overſcers of 


the poor for this town be forthwith left with the 
clerk of this houſe by John How, or ſuch other 


perſon as hath the ſame ; that the ſame may be in- 
ſpeed by the parties concerned, in the hearing 
which is to be at the bar, touching the election of 
r e er r ee 


25th. 
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25th. The matter, touching the election of bur- 
geſſes to ſcrve in parliament for this borough, came 
on to be heard at the bar. The counſel for all the 

ies called in, and heard, and withdrew. 

The queſtion was put, That Henry Powle, eſ- 
quire, is duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough. It paſſed in the 
negative. 0 

Reſolved, that Richard How, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeis, to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough. | 

Reſolved, that John How, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough. | 


.. Ordered; that the clerk of the Crown do attend 


to-morrow morning, to amend the return for this 
borough. 
Dec. 5, 1695. A petition of Henry Ireton, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, being 
invited by divers of the inhabitants of this borough, 
to ſerve as a burgeſs for the ſaid borough in this 
preſent parliament, was a candidate with John 
Guiſe, Richard How, and John How, eſquires : 
that the ſaid Mr. Hows, or their agents, did, by 
threats and promiſes, both before, and at, the ſaid 
election, deter and corrupt divers qualified perſons 
from voting for the petitioner ; and did inſiſt, and 
prevail, that other qualified eleftors, who voted for 
the petitioner, were rejected on the poll, to the 
great prejudice of the petitioner's right; by reaſon 
of which, and many other illegal practices, the ſaid 
John and Richard How were returned: and pray- 
tack that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. No report. 

Jan. g, 1701. A petition of Henry Ireton, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſetting forth, that he was a candi- 
date for this borough, and a majority of rightful 
voters did declare for the petitioner; but, by treat- 
ing, and other illegal practices, of William Maſter, 
and Charles Cox, eſquires, who were alſo candi- 
dates, or their agents, and the delay of the bailiff, 
in the execution of the precept, the ſaid Mr. Maſter, 
and Mr. Cox, obtained a return, though a majority 
of rightful voters declared for the petitioner: and 
praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 3,1705: A petition of Charles Cox, eſquire, 


| was read; ſhewing, that there is a double return made 


of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough : by one indenture, Allen Bathurſt, 
and Henry Ireton, eſquires, are returned; and by 
another, Mr. Bathurſt, and the petitioner, are re- 
turned, as ſuppoling Mr. Ireton, and the petitioner; 
had an equal number of votes ; though the pe- 


titioner had the majority, notwithſtanding Mr. Ire- 


ton, and. his friends, did, by bribery, and other 
undue means, procure many votes ; and kept by 
force ſeveral of the petitioner's voters from polling 
for him, to the petitioner's prejudice : and praying 
e. > | 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid com- 
mittee, that they hear the merits of the election, 


and the matter of the ſaid return, at the ſame 
ume. 


7th. A petition of Henry Ireton, eſquire, was 


read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of members, 
to ſerve in the preſent parliament for this borough, 
the candidates were Allen Bathurſt, eſquire, Charles 
Cox, Thomas Onſlow, eſquires, and the petitioner : 
that ſeveral corrupt practices were uſed for obtaining 
votes for Mr. Bathurſt, and Mr. Cox; the ſteward 
and bailiff of the ſaid borough behaving themſelves 
very partially, at the time of taking the poll; and 
yet the petitioner had a great majority of legal votes, 
above any of the other candidates : notwithſtanding 
which, the ſaid ſteward and bailiff have, by one in- 
denture, returned Mr. Bathurſt, and the petitioner ; 
and, by another indenture, Mr. Bathurſt, and Mr. 
Cox, in prejudice to the petitioner ; although the 
ſteward and bailiff were well informed, that Mr. 
Bathurſt was a minor : and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion: 

15th. The houſe being informed, that Charles 
Cox, eſquire, who was returned in the double re- 
turn for this borough, and petitioned, complaining, 
thereof, deſires to withdraw his ſaid petition, and 
not to conteſt the matter with Henry Ireton, eſ- 
quire, returned alſo in the ſaid double return ; and 
that the ſaid Mr. Ireton alſo, thereupon, deſires 
leave to withdraw his ſaid petition, which complain- 
ed alſo of the ſaid return and election: 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Cox, and Mr. Ireton, 

be ſeverally at liberty to withdraw their ſaid pe- 
titions; and the return of Mr. Cox be taken off the 
file. 
Nov. 27, 1708. A petition of ſeveral of the in- 
habitants of this borough, in behalf of themſelves, 
and others of the ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, 
that at the late election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
the enſuing parliament for this borough, Thomas 
Onſlow, Charles Cox, and Allen Bathurſt, eſquires, 
were candidates : that by notorious bribery, and 
other undue practices, of Mr. Bathurſt, Mr. 
Cox, and their agents, and Mr. Robert Brereton, 
ſteward, and returning-officer, for this borough, 
they procured themſelves to be returned, in preju- 
dice to the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Orflered, that it be heard at the bar on the 3 iſt 


of March next. 


Nov. 16, 1709. The ſame petition was again read; 
and referred to the committee of privileges and elec- 
tions, to be examined, and reported as before. 

23d. Mr. Compton reported, from the ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter relating to a variation in the 
ſaid petitions :—That the committee find, that the 
petition preſented the laſt ſeſſion was ſigned by John 
Curtis, and Edward Butler, and fourteen others ; 
and the petition, preſented this ſeſſion, is ſigned by 
the ſame fourteen perſons, without the ſaid John 
Curtis, and Edward Butler. : 

Ordered, that the ſaid committee do proceed to 
hear the matter of the ſaid petition, although the 
ſame be not ſigned by the perſons in the report 
mentioned, who ſigned the former petition. 

After which, both parties deſiring that the matter 
might be heard at the bar of the houſe; 

Ordered, that the ſaid committee be diſcharged 
from hearing the merits of the ſaid election for this 
borough. | 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar of the houſe 
to-morrow fortnight. 

Dec. 8. The houſe proceeded to the hearing the 
merits of the ſaid election, upon the petition of the 
inhabitants of the ſaid borough : 


And 
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Willis, 


The Borough of CLITHEROE. 


And the counſel on both ſides were called in; 


and the petition was again read, and the counſel 
heard thereupon 3 and ſeveral witneſſes were exa- 


mined on both ſides and the counſel and witneſſes 
withdrew. 

Reſolved, that the inhabitants of the Abby, the 
Emery, and Spiringate-lane, not receiving — 
have a right to vote, in electing members to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough. 

Ordered, that the further hearing the merits of 
the ſaid election be adjourned till Saturday morning 
next: 

10th. The houſe proceeded in the further hearing 
the merits of the ſaid election: the counſel were 
again called in, and ſeveral witneſſes were examined 
on both ſides; and the counſel and witneſſes with- 
drew: and after being called in again, and ſeveral 
other witneſſes were examined; and the counſel. on 
both ſides heard, it was reſolved, 

That Allen Bathurſt, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

That Charles Cox, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

That the late election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is a-void election, 


CLITHEROE. 


Ils borough is ſituated in the county of 
Lancaſter. ' It never was repreſented in par- 


1749. 30. Iiament till the firſt year of Queen Elizabeth; 


ever ſince which time it has been fo repreſented. 
The memoirs following, I have met with relating 
thereto. 

Feb. 18, 1625. Sir Thomas Fanſhaw moveth, 
that a new writ may iſſue for the choice of a bur- 
geſs for this borough in the room of Mr. George 
Kirke, who is a Scottiſh man, ante-natus, and not 
naturalized : Which was ordered accordingly. 

July 16, 1660. Sir Edward Turner reported upon 
the return of Colonel William White, being, toge- 
ther with Sir Ralph, Aſhton (concerning the validity 
of whoſe election there is no diſpute) returribd for 
this borough ; and the petition of William Hulton, 
eſquire; that, upon the examination of the fat, the 
queſtion was, Whether the freemen at large, or the 
free burghers ſeized for life, or in fee of borough 
lands or houſes there, have right to elect members 
to ſerve in parliament ? and that, upon conſiderati- 
on of the teſtimonies, and other evidence, produced 
on both parts, the committee were of opinion, That 
the ſaid free burghers, and not the freemen at large, 
have right to ele; and that the ſaid Mr. Hulton 
had a greater number of voices of the ſaid free- 
burghers, than Colonel White ; and that therefore 
he is duly elected, and ought to fit : to all which 
the houſe agreed. 

It was moved, That Sir Ralph Aſhton might 
have leave to ſpeak again, at this time, to the ſaid 
buſineſs of this borough : but denied. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
to-morrow, to amend the return, 

Feb. 4, 1661. Serjeant Charleton makes report 
from the committee of privileges and elections, 
touching the election for this borough, That the 
committee had examined the matter, upon the pe- 


tition of Mr. Pudſey, againſt the election of Sir 
Ralph Aſhton; and that the queſtion was upon 


the right of election, Whether ſuch freeholders, as 
had eſtates for life, or in fee; or the freemen at 


large, had the right of election? and the opinion of 
the committee, that, according to the jud 
given in the laſt parliament, ſuch freeholders only, 
as had eſtates for life, or in fee, had the right of elec. 
tion : and that Mr. Pudſey had the majority of ſuch 
voices; and that Sir Ralph Aſhton's election was 
void; and that Mr. Pudſey ought to ſit in the 
houſe, as burgeſs for this town : all which, upon 
the queſtion, was agreed to by the houſe. 

sth. The clerk of the Crown's deputy attend- 
ed, and amended the return. 

March 1, 1676. A petition of Sir Ralph Aſhton, 
baronet, was read; complaining of the election of 
Sir Thomas Stringer to ſerve for this borough, in 
injury of the petitioner ; who was duly elected, and 
ought to have been returned. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

May 31, 1678. The ſame petition was again pre- 
ſented ; and referred in like manner. — 

Dec. 5, 1693. A petition of John Weddal, ef. 
quire, relating to the election of a burgeſs to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament, was preſented to 
the houſe, 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition do lie on the table, 

Dec. 15. A petition of the bailiffs and burgeſſes 
of the corporation of this borough, was read; ſet- 
ting forth, that, on the 24th of November; the 
high-ſheriff of Lancaſhire came to this 
and ſent for the petitioner John Liſter, the in-bailiff 
and told him he had a precept for the bailiffs to 
ele& a burgeſs for parliament in the room of An- 
thony Parker, deceaſed ; and faid he was informed 
that Mr. Manwaring (then with him) and Mr. Lifter 
were the bailiffs ; but Mr. Liſter told him, that he 
was one of the bailiffs, and Mr. Manwaring was 
not : yet the ſheriff delivered the precept to Mr. 
Manwaring, who is a minor; was not duly e- 
lected, and never ſworn bailiff : that Liſter demand- 
ed the writ, but was denied to have it, or to hear 
it read : that afterwards a paper was affixed to the 
croſs, importing there ſhould be an election on the 
zoth of November; and the petitioners, the bailiffs, 
cauſed notice thereof to be given to the foreign bur- 
geſſes to attend: that accordingly the electors did 
attend; but, before the hour appointed for the elec- 
tion, the Lord Willoughby, Fitton Gerrard, eſquire, 
and others who are no members of the corporation, 
came with Mr. Manwaring to the town-hall ; and 
without reading the precept, or calling the court of 
election, they, by a ſtranger, adjourned all electors 
to the ſhambles, juſt as the bailiffs, and many o- 
thers, were coming into court; who demanded that 
the precept might be read, which was not done: 
that the ſaid Mr. Liſter attended at the ſhambles ; 
and forthwith after reading the writ, adjourned all 
the electors to the town-hall, whither moſt of them 
repaired, and there they did duly elect John Wed- 
dal, eſquire; that, within an hour after, the ſaid 
bailiffs and burgeſſes did execute an indenture, and 


tendered a counter part to be executed by the high- 


ſheriff, which he refuſed to ſeal : that the petitioners 
have herewith ſent the return, which they tendered 
to the ſheriff, which is all they can do for returning 
their repreſentative : and praying the judgment of 

the houſe in the 
And the petition of John Weddal, eſquire, which 
was formerly ordered to lie upon the table, was 
read; ſhewing, that, on the goth of November laſt, 
he was duly choſen by the rightful electors, a mem- 
5 for this borough, in the room of 
Anthony 
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Andbooy Parker, eſquire, deceafed ; and was re- 
turned ſo by indenture under the ſeal of the ſaid 
he high-ſheriff of Lancaſhire refuſing 
2 3 but has unduly returned Filler 


Gerd, — — praying the conſideration of 
yum — — the examination and conſideration 
of the ſaid petitions be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, and to report the ſame wich 
their opinion. 

January 9. Ordered, that the hearing touch- 
ing the dlefion for this borough, before the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, be put off from 
Friday, till Monday next. 

29th. Ordered, that the report be made on Friday 
next. 

Feb. 2. Mr. Bowyer, according to order, report- 
ed, that the committee had examined the merits of 
the election. 

It was agreed on both ſides, that the right of 
election was in burgeſſes and freemen. 

The burgeſſes were ſuch as had, in any lands or 
houſes in the borough, an eſtate of freehold or in- 
heritance : and they were of two ſorts : out- bur- 
geſſes, that lived out of the borough; and in- 
burgeſſes, that lived in the borough, and had ſuch 
eſtate in houſes or land there; and both theſe had 
right of electing. 

The freemen were ſuch as lived in the houſes 
within the borough as tenants; and they had right 
of electing when the landlords did not vote for theſe 
houſes ; but when they did, the tenants had no right 
of electing. 

It was likewiſe agreed, that Fe had every year 
a jury of inquiry, and kept on foot for ſome time 
of the year, to enquire into this right of burgeſſes 
and freemen; and, upon their finding of it, the per- 
ſon ſo found was entered in a book, called the call- 
book, and ſworn; and out of this Jury the bailiffs 
were choſen. 

It was alſo agreed, that Mr. Roger Manwaring, the 
bailiff who returned Mr. Gerrard, was found a bur- 
gels by that jury, and entered in the book and 
ſworn : that there are two bailiffs ; one called the 
out-bailiff, choſen by the out- burgeſſes; and the 
other the in-bailiff, choſen by the in- burgeſſes; 
and that the out-bailiff is the chief, and hath the 
precedency. : 

For the petitioner it was objected, 

That Mr. Manwaring was not duly choſen bailiff, 
having been put up with Mr. Wilkinſon the peti- 


tioner's uncle, who had equal votes, and was ſworn 


in; and Mr. Manwaring never ſworn, being a minor 
under 21 years of age. 

To prove which was produced, an extract of the 
regiſter book of Swetnam z by which it appeared he 
was chriſtened the 19th of January, 1673 ; neither 
did he ever act as bailiff, but in this election. 

That the whole number of electors at the 
time of the election was 85 burgeſſes and freemen, 
and upon the poll taken before Liſter and Wilkin- 
ſon, the bailiffs in the town-hall (which is the pro- 
per place for making the election, and to which 
place the in · bailiff Liſter adjourned from the ſham- 
bles, where the ſitting- member's poll was taken) 
and that upon the poll the petitioner had 26 bur- 
geſſes and 19 freemen, 45 in all; and none voted 
there for any body but the petitioner; but a place 
was left for thoſe who would have voted for any 
body elſe. After the poll was ended, one procla- 
mation was made, that all who had right to vote 
ſhould come: that afterwards the petitioner was de- 
clared by the bailiffs; and an indenture drawn up 


and ſigned by the bailiffs and the electors, and ſeal- 
ed with the common ſeal of the borough, according 
to cuſtom ; and tendered to the ſheriff to be an- 
nexed to the precept; who told them he had an- 
nexed to it another indenture before, whereby Mr. 
Gerrard was returned. This was proved by the 
town - clerk and two other witneſſes. 

The town-clerk alſo ſaid, that he was offered by 
Captain Crofts ſomething worth five guineas, if he 
would vote for Mr. Gerrard ; but had nothing giv en 
him; nor voted for him, but for the petitioner. . 

Nowell ſaid, he ſaw Mrs. Parker offer an elector 
40 ſhillings to vote for * the bailiff, and 
Mr. Gerrard. 

But, on behalf of Mr. l it was ſaid, this 
Nowell was a thief and had ſtole ſhoes; and Mrs. 
Parker denied the offer, and ſaid Nowell was her 
chairman, and that the other chairman was arreſted 
by means of the petitioner, and thereby hindered 
from being here to teſtify this, as he ſent her word, 

On Mr. Gerrard's behalf, it was teſtified, that 
Mr. Wilkinſon, having a great power in the borough, 
not 'only got votes for being bailiff, by treating the 
burgeſſes and freemen, but got ſubſcriptions of 
them for the petitioner's being recorder; and ſwore 
him in at a tipling-houſe, without due election, in 
order to his being a member of parliament. 

That the jury of enquiry was diſcharged by a note 
under the hand of one of the bailiffs, when ſeveral 
burgeſſes and freemen were ready to tender them- 
ſelves, to make out their right to be ſworn z whereas 
the jury never uſed to be diſcharged but by 
both bailiffs. That indirect means were uſed to 
hinder the jury from meeting for this purpoſe; and 
thereby Mr. Bradſhaw, and others, were hindered 
from being found by the ſaid jury, and ſworn, and 
put in the call-book ; and thereby deprived of their 
votes at the election for members of parliament : 
This was faid by Bradſhaw, and Edmund and John 
Robinſon, who likewiſe teſtified the fairneſs of Mr. 
Gerrard's electors; viz. that the ſheriff, when he came 
to town with the precept, called both the bailiffs 
together, both Manwaring and Liſter, and told them 
his buſineſs; and without any contradiction of Liſter, 
who was the in-bailiff, gave the precept to Man- 
waring, who was out- bailiff, and had the precedency. 
That then it was agreed, the election ſhould be on 
the goth of November, and papers were put up in 
the ſtreet; though afterwards countermanded by 
Liſter. That on the election day, both the bailiffs 
did meet in the town-hall ; but, becauſe there was 
ſo great a crowd, Manwaring by his clerk, who 
was then an officer in the town, adjourned to an 
open place called the Shambles, read the precepr, 
and then proceeded to the poll; wherein Mr. Gerrard 
had 45 votes, and Mr. Pudſey. one, but none for 
the petitioner z and after the poll was over, procla- 
mations were made regularly, and Mr. Gerrard de- 
clared ; and an indenture ſealed and annexed to the 
precept. That Mr. Wilkinſon had the common 
ſea), and refuſed to let them have it to put to the 
indenture. That Mr. Manwaring had often de- 
manded to be ſworn, but was refuſed. That the 
adjournment from the ſhambles to the town-hall, 
after the precept . . . read, was without proclama- 
tion by the cryer, but was by the bailiff himſelf. 

That there were ſeveral exceptions to the free- 
men and freeholders on both ſides. 

Mr. Gerrard's counſel excepted to Slater, and 
Brenand, who voted for the petitioner, becauſe their 
landlords voted for the ſame houſes. 

For the petitioner, Frankland, who voted for Mr. 

- 4, Gerrard, 
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eee ut becauſe he had ſold his 

before the election; to Nowell, becauſe an 
_—_ to Colborn, a quaker, not ſworn ; Wilſon, 
becauſe his landlord voted for his houſe ; and three 
others, as not found by the jury, and ſworn: to 
which laſt it was anſwered, That it was their fault, 
that hindered the meeting. 

Mr. Kenyon, a member, ſaid, he had known the 
borough long, and infants were not to be bailiffs 
and burgeſſes there. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Fitton Gerrard, eſquire, was duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this borough. 

The ſaid reſolution, being read a ſecond time, 
was, on a diviſion, diſagreed to by the houſe. 

And John Weddal reſolved alſo not to be duly 
elected a burgeſs for this borough. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid election of a burgeſs, to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is a void elec- 
tion. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue a warrant for 
a new writ, for electing a burgeſs for this borough. 

A motion was made, That Thomas Rigby, eſ- 
quire, late ſheriff of Lancaſhire, be ſent for in cuſ- 
tody of the ſerjeant at arms. Diſagreed to. 

Upon this writ a new election was made, and 
Chriſtopher Liſter, eſquire, and Fitton Gerrard, eſ- 
quire, were both returned : whereupon, 

March 10. A petition of Chriſtopher Liſter, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner was 
duly returned a member, to ſerve in this parlia- 
ment for this borough, in the room of Anthony 
Parker, eſquire, deceaſed, in ſuch manner, as has 


always been the conſtant uſage of returning mem- 


bers to ſerve in parliament ; and yet the ſheriff, by 
confederacy, and breach of truſt, hath received an- 
other indenture, which is figned by perſons who 
have no right to make any return, whereby Fitton 
Gerrard, eſquire, is returned a member; and hath 
annexed the ſame, together with the petitioner's in- 
denture, to the precept, and returned the ſame in- 
to. the Crown-office ; by which double return, the 


| petitioner is hindered to ſit in the houſe : and pray- 


ing &c. 
Ordered to be referred to the confideration of 


the committee of privileges and elections, to ex- 
amine the matter, and report the ſame, with their 
opinion. 

A petition of Fitton Gerrard was read ; ſetting 
forth, that the petitioner is duly elected a burgeſs, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough; 
and was returned, by indenture, to the ſheriff of the 
county; who alſo received another indenture of re- 
turn, whereby Chriſtopher Liſter, eſquire, is pre- 
tended to be elected; and hath returned bath the 
ſaid indentures into the Crown- office, to the great 
prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred in like manner. 

April 14, 1694. Ordered to be n on Tueſ- 
day next. 

17th; Mr. Bowyer mperted, from the committee 
of privileges, the matter of theſe peritions. 

The counſel could not agree who ſhould begin; 
which depended upon this queſti on, Whether the 
election, or return, ſhould be firſ- on ? 
whereupon, the committee ordered the right of 
election ſhould be firſt conſidered, and then the 
return. 

The right of election was agreed, on both ſides, 
to be in the bailiffs, burgeſſes, and freemen : the 


burgeſſes were ſuch, as had eſtates of freehold, or 


inheritance, in houſes, or lands, within the borough. 
The freemen were the tenants of ſuch houſes, who 
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were to vote, if their landlords did not ; but if 
they ener 3 

For Mr. — were called, | 

Joſeph Wilkinſon ; who 8 A poll taken 
by himſelf at the election, being employed ſo to do 
by Mr. Morris, an agent for Mr. Gerrard; and 
this was examined by the poll taken by the order of 
the ſheriff, and found to agree : at the taking of 
which, all three of the bailiffs were by; and by 
both theſe polls, for the under-ſheriff*s original was 
produced by the other ſide, Mr, Gerrard had 46 
votes, Mr. Lifter 43. 

Edward Robinſon ſaid, the under-ſheriff took the 
poll by the conſent of all parties; the town-clerk 
being excluded from doing it, as not having done 
it well the election before. The under-ſheriff came 
to town the ſame' day the election was. 

For Mr. Liſter, exceptions were taken to thirteen 
of Mr. Gerrard's voters : five, becauſe they were 
not found by the jury, and ſworn before the electi- 
on; viz. four burgeſſes, and one freeman: one, be- 
cauſe his landlord voted for the ſame tenement : a 
burgeſs, for having fold his tenement, and being 
ſtruck out before the election: another a quaker, 
and not ſworn : and two minors : and three for not 
paying burgage-rent, viz. 16d. a year. To prove 
it they called, 

William Oddy, the town-clerk ; who ſaid, he had 
been ſo ſix years, and known the town twenty years; 
and ſaid, it was the cuſtom, that no burgeſs, or free- 
man, ſhould vote, but thoſe found by the enquiry- 
jury and ſworn : that he has been at ſeveral elections, 
and never heard it diſputed : that this jury was diſ- 
miſſed by one bailiff, before the former election, where- 

in Mr. Gerrard, and Mr. Weddal, were candidates; 
and no jury made till after the preſent election; but, 
ſince the election, there is a new jury: that it did 
not uſe to be diſmiſſed, but by both bailiffs, He 
alſo ſaid, that it was diſmiſſed before the day to 
which it was adjourned , but not till they petitioned 
to be diſmiſſed by Robinſon the foreman. 

As to the perſons excepted againſt; he teſtified, that 
Henry Mallam, Henry Baniſter, Chriſtopher Hart- 
ley, and Henry Boocock, who voted for Mr. 
Gerrard as burgeſſes, and Richard Parkinſon as a 
freeman, were not found, nor ſworn : that John 
Wilſon, another freeman, who voted for Mr. Ger- 
rard, Chippendale, his landlord, voted for his hou : 
that R. Frankland, who voted for Mr. Gerrard, 
owned he had fold his borough-hold before the elec- 
tion; and was ſtruck out of the call-book : that 
Richard Colborn was a quaker, and not ſworn : 
that Nowell, who voted for Mr. Gerrard as a bur- 
geſs, was a minor at ſchool; and never knew any 
minor found or ſworn, but Manwaring, the preſent 
bailiff, about two years ſince, who is now bailiff, and 
voted for Mr. Gerrard: that he was fworn in an ale- 
houſe by the bailiff, and he was preſent ; and an- 
other ſworn at the ſame time : that he doth not 
know what right Mallam, Baniſter, and Hartley, 
or Boocock, have ; nor that they offered themſelves 
to the jury to be found. 

' Farrar and Wilſon ſaid, they had known the 
town, one twenty, and the other thirty years; and 
it was the cuſtom for none to vote in elections, but 
ſuch as were ſo found and ſworn ; and never knew 
the cuſtom diſputed, or right claimed, by perſons 
not found and fworn, till the laſt election: and 
Farrar inſtanced the caſes of two perſons, who had 
burgage-tenements, and did not vote, becauſe not 
found and ſworn z viz. Mr. Hammond, _ 

char 
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- chard Groſden : Farrar alſo confirmed all that Oddy 


had ſaid, about the particular perſons objected to; and 
ſaid farther, that Slater, Dale, and Colthurſt, who 


voted for Mr. Gerrard, were burgeſſes, but paid no. 


rent to the lord of the manor ; and there- 
fore, by the cuſtom, were excluded from, voting at 
elections. But in anſwer, it was ſaid by Robinſon, 
that all who had been owners of theſe houſes before, 
had voted at all elections without objection; and 
the ſame was ſaid by T. Dugdale, and confeſſed 
by Farrar, a witneſs for Mr. Liſter. 

For Mr. Gerrard it was anſwered, that this cuſtom 
was void, becauſe unreaſonable; as putting too much 
in the power of the jury, or bailiffs, to hinder who- 
ever they pleaſed from voting, though never ſo well 
entitled. 

Henry Bayly ſaid, one of the enquiry-jury owned 
to him, that they avoided meeting, on purpoſe that 
Mallam, and the others objected to for not being found, 
might not have an opportunity of being found, and 
ſworn; and there being eleven of the jury met, he 
abſented himſelf, that they might not have a jury : 
that the town-clerk owned to him, that Mallam, and 
the other mandamus-men, had a right ; and declared, 
he would have entered them, had they come to him. 
He alſo teſtified, that they offered themſelves to the 
jury, and were refuſed ; yet voted at the laſt elec- 
tion; and ſome had given votes at ſome late electi- 
ons for bailiffs, but doth not know they did it be- 
fore : believes they had their borough-holds ſince 
Mr. Parker's death : that they were received by one 
bailiff, but refuſed by another. 

Robinſon ſaid, that he was foreman of the en- 
quiry-jury : that Mallam, and the others objected 
to, have lands in the borough, and tendered their 
writings to the jury : 

That Colebourn's right was found; and that he till 
continues to have it, in all other things belonging 
to the borough : that Nowell is a man grown, has 
borough-hold, and tendered himſelf to the jury: 
that Frankland lives ſtill in the houſe, and ſo has 
right, till another be entered in the book by the 
cuſtom : that Parkinſon lives in a free-houſe, and 
has right, his landlord not voting. 

Dugdale ſaid, John Wilſon was in another houſe 
at the time of the election, than what he now lives 
in; Viz. an houſe of Sir Edward Alſton's, who did 
not vote: that he was paſſefſed of the houſe from 
the 14th to the 23d of February, and was then 
turned out by Oddy, who broke open the door, and 


flung out his goods: but Farrar ſaid, he had not 


that houſe above an hour before he was turned out. 
Mr. Gerrard objected to four who polled for Mr. 
Lifter ; viz. Shuttleworth and Webſter, as reverſio- 
ners: Riddial; becauſe his landlord voted, and 
Woane for the ſame; which laſt was allowed by 
Mr. Lifſter's counſel. | 
Robinſon ſaid, the two firſt were reverſioners of 
burgage-houſes, and two women had life-eſtates 
therein; but it was anſwered, that where women have 
eſtates for life, and cannot vote, there the reverſio- 
ners may: and Oddy proved this to be the cuſtom ; 
and that theſe were found by the jury, and ſworn. 
Robinſon owned he was of the jury who found 


Webſter, and was for finding him, but is ſince bet- 


ter informed; and Dudley, another of Mr. Gerrard's 


witneſſes, owned he was alſo of the jury, but againſt 


finding him. Oddy ſaid, Slater, who voted for Mr. 

Gerrard, was a reverſioner, as well as thoſe who voted 

for Mr. Liſter. Robinſon likewſe teſtified, that 

William Riddial, who voted for Mr. Lifter as a free- 

man, his landlord, Warren, choſe to vote for the 
| 2 


ſame houſe z and that the landlord might chuſe the 
houſe he voted for, if he had other tenants : but this 
was denied by Farrar; who ſaid, landlords could 
not debar their tenants from voting, when they had 
other houſes to vote for. 
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Robinſon and Dudley ſaid, Mr. Nowell, who + 


voted for Mr. Gerrard, was Woane's landlord. 
Mr. Kenyon, a member, ſaid, that as to the cuſ- 
tom of being found by the enquiry-jury and ſworn 


Mr. Manwaring was yet a minor; and that Mallam,. 


and the other mandamus-men, bought their borough- 
holds to ſerve a turn, and Robinſon ſold them to 
them. Thereupon the committee reſolved, 

That Fitton Gerrard, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

After the counſel being called in, upon the matter 
of the return, Mr. Liſter declared to the committee 
that his witneſſes, who could prove his caſe, were 
gone; therefore they would not open a caſe they 
could then not prove. 

The committee then went upon the ſaid matter, 
and Mr. Gerrard's counſel called, 

Dugdale ; who ſaid, Mr. Manwaring, the bai- 
liff, had 38 votes, and Mr. Wilkinſon but 36 : that 
it was brought to an equality by ſetting down 
wrong ; and that he was ſworn bailiff betore the laſt 
election. | 

Robinſon ſaid ; Mr. Manwaring, before the elec- 
tion, was found by the enquiry-jury, whereof bailiff 
Liſter was one; and ſworn, without objection. 

The returns were in this manner: in Mr. Ger- 
rard's indenture, Mr. Manwaring and Mr. Lifter 
were named as bailiffs ; but Manwaring only ſigned 
the indenture with the other burgeſſes, and not bai- 


liff Lifter. In Mr, Liſter's indenture, Mr. Pudſey 


and Mr. Liſter are named bailifts ; have both ſigned 
the indenture; and both returned by the ſheriff. 
Thereupon the committee ordered the return to be 
ſpecially reported. | 5 
The reſolution of Mr. Gerrard's election was 
read a ſecond time, and agreed to by the houſe. 
Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend to- 
morrow, to amend the return for the ſaid borough. 
Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of Thomas Stringer, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that at the laſt 
election for this borough, Chriſtopher Liſter, Am- 
broſe Pudſey, eſquires, and the petitioner, were 
candidates, and the petitioner ought to have been 
returned as one of the burgeſſes; but the bailiff of 


the faid borough, who refuſed to poll ſeveral of the 


burgeſſes who would have voted for the petitioner, 
hath returned the ſaid Mr. Pudſey with Mr. Liſter, 
to the wrong of the petitioner : and deſiring re- 
lief &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Feb. 8. Ordered to be reported on this day ſe- 
vennight. | 

roth. Ordered to be reported on Wedneſday 
1 n 

12th. Colonel Granville, from the committee of 
privileges, reported the matter, That the committee 
had examined the merits of the election; and that 
on the poll there were, 

For Mr. Stringer 32, 
For Mr. Pudſey — 44: 

That the petitioner inſiſted on ſeveral irregularities 
in the ſaid election: that the right was agreed to be 
in the bailiffs, burgeſſes, and freemen; but if the 
perſon who kad the inheritance voted, the 2 

cou 


—— — — — . — —— — 


The- Borough of CLITHERO r. 


could not: that the cuſtom is, every year, to have 
an enquiry-jury in this borough ; whoſe office is to 
enquire who are the burgeſſes and freemen ; and 
ſach as are found by the jury, are entered in a 
book; and ſuch only uſed to vote at elections. But 
the petitioner inſiſted; that at this election the bai- 
liffs refuſed to call an enquiry-jury ; by which means 
ſeveral, who ought to have been found as burgeſſes 
and freemen, were not found, whereby he loſt ſeveral 
votes : and for this they called, 

Dugdale ; who ſaid, he had ſearched the records 
of the town, and found enquiry-juries had been 
called in December, November, January, Febru- 
ary, March, and April; and, on the 11th of Octo- 
ber, he deſired of Mr. bailiff Whitaker to have an 
enquiry-jury, which he refuſed ; and ſaid, it was in 
their power; and that Mr. Stringer ſhould not be 
member of parliament : and the ſaid Dugdale, Ro- 
binſon, and Deane, ſaid, that on the 25th of October, 
they, with ſeveral perſons, went to bailiff Liſter, and de- 
ſired him to call an enquiry-jury ; who ſaid, he would 
call an hall, and conſider it; but did neither. And 

Deane ſaid, Mr. Pudſey, and Walbank his agent, 
told him, if he would” be for Mr. Pudſey, there 
ſhould be a Jury called, and he ſhould have a good 
voice. 


Richard Hay ſaid, Mr. Slater aſted him to vote 


for Mr. Pudſey, and made him the ſame promiſe. 

Thomas Nowell ſaid, one of the bailiffs made 
him the ſame promiſe on the ſame condition. 

Dugdale, Wilſon ſaid, that Walbank made him 
the ſame promife on the ſame condition. 

Haworth proved a deed from John Dugdale to 
John Deane ; but ſaid, there was a re- conveyance 
a month after. 

Troy ſaid, he went with the petitioner to Cli- 
theroe, and was at the election: that he told the 
bailiffs of ſeveral freemen who would vote; but was 
anſwered, they would call none but what were in 
their call-book, and as they were there. 

Dugdale ſaid, he had a right to vote for the 
houſe he lived in, which he had been poſſeſſed of 
fince Michaelmas laſt. | 

Dean ſaid, it had been found by the enquiry-jury, 
that the landlord did vote, but not for this houſe : 
that he wis not found for the houſe he lived in 
but, about three weeks before the election, and be- 
fore the proclamation for the diſſolution of the par- 
liament, had tendered fourpence to the nn. 
to enter his nane. 
| Nowell ſaid, bailiff Whitaker put him into a free- 


Houſe : that he was to live there free till Lady-day, 


provided he voted as the bailiff did: afterwards, Wal- 
bank offered him thirty ſhillings to vote for Mr. 
Pudſey, which he refuſed, but had thirty ſhillings 
to keep away; and ſaid, if he had not had that 
money, he would have been for Mr. Stringer: and 
bailiff Whitaker threatned, if he came to London, 
to fling his wife and children in the ſtreet, and after 
ſent him to the county. goal. though there was one 
in town. 

Dugdale and Robinſon ſaid, they told Whitaker, 
Nowell was come to appear before the committee, 
17th January; who ſaid, he did not care; he had 
abuſed him, and would ſend him to gaol : that 
Henry Baily was heir by deſcent to a burgage- 
houſe, but not found: that Franklyn offered to 


vote, and had ten ſhillings a year rent reſerved ; 
dut did receive alms. 


Page faid, he lived in a dads at -day, 
and had taken it for ſeven years : that he covenanted 
in his leaſe to vote as his landlord did direct him; 


and would have voted for both the ſitting - mem 


bers; but afterwards, when Mr. Stringer petitioned, 


his landlord would have had him given it under his. | 


hand, that he would have voted for Mr. Stringer and 
Mr. Liſter. 

Hay, John Wilſon ſaid, had a burgage. 
houſe, and was ready to vote for Mr. Lifter, ang 
the petitioner. 

John Wilſon faid, he had been a freeman five 
years, and would have voted for Mr. Liſter and 
the petitioner ; that Mr. Liſter voted, but did not 
name the houſe; and he has other burgage - lands. 

William Baily ſaid, he had a burgage-houſe, and 
was ready to have voted, if called. 

Henry Woolcock ſaid, he was ready to vote for 
Mr. Stringer; that he has paid borough-rent two 
years, which he bought of John Mitchel : but con- 
feſſed that Mr. Parker had made ſome bargain for 
it, but no money was paid, nor the poſſeſſion de- 
livered. 

Blackburn ſaid, he lived in a burgage-houſe five 
years, and was at the eleCtion, but was not called. 

Coulters ſaid, he had been found and ſworn, but 
was ſince removed ; but offered 4d. to the town- 
clerk to have his name inſerted. 

Robinſon ſaid, Webſter had a reverſion after the 
death of his mother, and received rent, and had a 
right. 

For Mr. Pudſey it was infiſted, 

That the enquiry-jury was diſcharged fairly ac- 
cording to the cuſtom ; and many who would have 
voted for Mr. Pudſey had been found, if there had 
been an enquiry-jury in being. 

Mr. Slater and Mr. Farrar faid, the.cuſtom of 
the borough was to call the grand-jury about Can- 
dlemas, and diſcharge it about Michaelmas; and 
this year it was diſcharged at the uſual rime, by 
general conſent, for want. of buſineſs : that they 
knew nothing of paying 4 d. to have their names 
entered a- new; but if a freeman removed to ano- 
ther burgage-houſe, he ought to be found again: 
that none but Frankland offered actually to vote, 
and he was maintained by the town : that Sir John 
Aſhton, Sir N. Sherborn, Mr. Walmſley, Mr. 
Croſdale, Mr. Hammond, Mr. Marſden, Mr. Chip- 
pendon, Mr. Breman, John Slater, John Yates, 
and Richard Eyres, had all right to be found, and 
would have voted for Mr. Pudſey; and ſome of 
their tenants voted for the petitioner. 

That as to ſeveral who endeavoured to be made 
good votes by the petitioner, they ſaid, 

Richard Hays never demanded to be found : that 
Thomas Nowell put himſelf into a houſe, where an- 
other inhabited, a fortnight before the election: that 
Deane had re-conveyed before the election: that Leo- 
nard Nowell was found for William Deane's houſe : 
that Robert Page might have been found, if he 
would ; but he ſaid he had not his leaſe ſealed : that 

Mr. Lifter voted for Mr. Wilſon's houſe: that 
Woolcock was never preſented, and the land was 
Mr. Parker's fons : Richard Blackborn has not of- 
fered himſelf. to the jury, ſince he gave ſecurity : 
that are two William Baily's ; one vored for 
the petitioner, and the other had no right : that he 
believes Coulter had been found if he had como 
to the enquiry- jury. 

Nowell, Howard, and Farrar ſaid, the 30 ſnil- 
lings paid to N. Nowell, was for ale drawn on ac- 
count of Mr, Pudſey. Upon the whole, the com- 
mittee. reſolved, 

That Ambroſe Pudſey, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


borough: which was agreed to by the houſe. 
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Dec. 23, 1698. A petition of. Ambroſe Pudſey, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that, at the election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough, the petitioner was duly elected by the 

majoriry of legal voters, and ought to have been 
returned with Chriſtopher Liſter, eſquire; but the 
bailiffs of the ſaid borough have returned Thomas 

Stringer, eſquire, in wrong to the petitioner :- and 
praying the houſe to take the 2 into conſide- 
ration. 

Ordered, that this petition be referred to the conſi- 
deration of the committee of privileges and elections, 
to examine the matter, and repbrt the fame, with 
their n but this was never 
Oct. aA; 6704. A petition of Edward Harvey, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner 
was duly choſen a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this - borough, and - ought to have 
been returned; but Thomas Stringer, and Ambroſe 
Pudſey, eſquires, by unlawful practices have pro- 
cured themſelves to be returned burgeſſes for the 
ſaid borough, in wrong of the petitioner : and pray- 
ing relief. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges, to examine the matter, and report the ſame, 
with their opinion. Not heard this ſeſſions. 

Nov. 10, 1703. The aforeſaid petition was again 
preſented, and ordered to be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, as before. 

Dec. 20. Ordered the report from the committee 
of privileges and elections on this enn: to be 
made to-morrow morning. 
21ſt. Mr. Bromley f from the ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter, as it appeared to then, as follows: 
that the petitioner's counſel opened; that the fitting- 
members agents had been guilty of corrupt prac- 
tices ;. and ſeveral had polled for them who had no 
right; which being taken off, the petitioner would. 
. a majority. That on the poll * W 

For Mr. Pudſey — 66. 
For Mr. Stringer — 64, 
For the petitioner—32. en 

That the petitioner's counſel alledged, that the 
right of election was in the bailiffs and burgeſſes pre- 
ſented by the jury of enquiry, and ſworn by the bai- 
liffs, and alſo by the freemen: that the burgeſſes are 
ſuch, as are ſeized of burgage lands of inheritance; 
and the freemen ate the tenants to theſe burgeſſes, 
who have a right to vote, when _ who have the 
inheritance, do not vote. 

That the counſel for the Gning-membery denied 
it was neceſſary, that the burgefſes ſhould be pre- 
ſented, or ſworn, to give them a right to vote. 

Upon which, the petitioner's counſel called Wal- 
bank and Breman; who gave an account that they 
never knew any vote in any election, but ſuch bur- 


geſſes as were preſented. by the jury of enquiry, and 


ſworn by the bailiffs ; but at the ſame time ſaid, 


they took it, that the bailiff ought to ſwear ſuch as 


were preſented.——And the counſel” for the ſitting- 
members left the matter of-the right, to the Judg- 
ment of the committee. 


conteſted. 


.And as to the corrupt praftices, the petitioner's 


counſel called, 


Standiſh; who ſaid Mes. Parker, FR Cale. 


nel Seringer's filter, came to the jury of enquiry, 
and inſiſted they ſhould admit Colonel Stringer to 


be a burgeſs for lands called Stanhope Croft ; and - 


threatned if they did not, they ſhould anſwer it in 


an higher place; whereas the ſaid land was not of 
burgage tenure: however he owned, that one Cock- 


Stringer was found by the jury; which, he ſaid, was 


by means of ſome of them, who were Mrs. Parker's 


tenants, and received of her 20 ſhillings a year. 
Thomas Beach ſaid, Mrs. Dugdale, in Mrs, Par- 


ker's name, offered him 46 ſhillings' to vote for both 


Mr. Pudſey and Mr. Stringer; and Mr. Pudſey paid 
bim part of an old debt, and that he voted for Mr. 
Pudſey becauſe of the ſaid promiſe ; though he 
owned he had not received, nor aſked for the mo- 
ney,” which, he ſaid, was, becauſe, the election Was 
Others, VIZ. 


James Noell, John Hopwood, Alexander Noc! 15 


John Dutton, ſaid, Mrs. Parker had promiſed 


them money to vote for Mr. Pudſey and Mr. Liſter; 
and ſome of them ſaid, that ſuch promiſes were tlie 
occaſion of their voting for them : but owned the 
petitioner was a ſtranger, and that they had voted 
for the ſitting members at former elections; and 
Mrs. Parker had uſed to give money at Chriſtmas 
to the poorer ſort, though they did not know, of 
any perſon, except ſuch as had votes, who received 
ſo much as 20 ſhillings. 

As to treating; Brown faid, he kept the Black 
Bull inn in "this town ; and Mrs. Parker on the e- 
leQion-day, ſhe then being his landlady, 92 
him to draw drink to the amount of 40 ſhillings 
and when the election was over, and the firting. 
members were carried t to his houſe, a great number 
of perſons (friends to Mrs. Parker and the ſitting- 
members) came *thither and drank ; and when the 
40 ſhillings was expended they defired more drink ; 
and he drew, by her order, more drink, to the value 
of 10 ſhillings ; which. 50 ſhillings ſhe afterwards 
paid him. | 

He faid alſo, when he took the houſe of her, ſhe 
inſiſted he ſhould vote as ſhe would have him, and 
promiſed him 20 ſhillings each time he voted. | 

That the petitioner's counſel objected to ſeveral 
who polled for the ſitting-· members, who were not 
ſworn burgeſſes; and their counſel admitted the 
fact, as to 17; but inſiſted, that they were good 


burgeſſes, and ſo preſented, and ought to have been 


ſworn, but were refuſed by the bailiff; and called 

Dugdale and Farrar ; who faid, that about 12 of 
them were found by the jury of enquiry the beginning 
of May ; and that in June they demanded a court 


of the bailiffs to ſwear them ; but one of the bailiffs 


refuſed, ſaying, he did not value the parliament; 
and adjourned the court till the 3 of Auguſt, the 
election being on the 28th; yet, on the application 
of Colonel Stringer and Mr. Pudſey to Mr. Liſter, 
the other bailiff, on the 20th of July, and upon 
giving him a note to ſave him harmleſs, he declar- 
ing ſome fear of the Earl of Montague, and his in- 
tereſt, he called a court and ſwore thoſe twelve 
burgeſſes : 

That evidence was given, that the toll was taken 
away from the town fince the time of the laſt e- 
lection. 


But Mr. Dummer being examined as to that 


| point, by the petitioner, ſaid there was nothing done 


in it; only the leaſe was expired, and Sclater, the 
bailiff of the town, received the toll, as uſual, 

That, upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Ambroſe Pudſey, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That Thomas Stringer, eſquire, is duly elected. 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. | 

The ſaid reſolutions were read a ſecond tine, and 


* had been preſented a burgeſs for it, and Colonel agreed to by the houſe. 
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COCKERMOUTH. 


HIS is a borough in the county. of Cumber- 
land, and returned to one parliament in the Willis, 
time of King Edward the firſt ; but from that time Nowra, 
ceaſed, until the 16ch of King Charles the firlt, Fr AY * 
when it was again teſtored: the memoirs of which, 
with others relating to its members and elections, I 
ſhall give my reader, as followeth ; viz. | 
Feb. 15, 1640. Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that 
the of Cockermouth, in the county of 
Cumberland, be reſtored to the antient privilege of 
ſending burgeſſes to parliament ; and that a warrant 
iffue, under Mr. Speaker's hand, to the clerk of 
the Crown, for electing two burgeſſes, to ſerve for 
the faid town, in this preſent parliament. 
March 25, 1685. A petition of William Wharton, 
eſquire, touching the election for this borough, 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. No report ap- 


Pears. | 

April , 1690. A petition of the bailiff and bur- 
geſſes of this borough was read; ſetting forth, that 
the petitioners did chooſe Sir Orlando Gee, and 
Goodwin Wharton, eſquire, as burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough; but that 
Sir Orlando Gee, and Sir Wilfred Lawſon, are re- 
turned: and the petitioners are adviſed, it is con- 
trary to law, to return the ſaid Sir Wilfred Law- 
fon for that ſervice, he being high-ſheriff of the 
county: and praying the relief of the houſe in the 
premiſes ; and that the ſaid Goodwin Wharton may 
be admitted to ſerve in the ſtead of the ſaid Sir 
Wilfred Lawſon, as a burgeſs for the ſaid borough. 

Ordered, that the conſideration thereof be referred 
to the committee of privileges and elections, to exa- 
mine the matter, report the ſame to the houſe, 
with their opinion. No report appears. 

Dec. 5, 1695. A petition of Sir Wilfred Lawſon, 
baronet, was read; ſetting forth, that at the election 
of members, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 

the petitioner, as he conceives, was duly 
choſen ; but, by the bribery, and other undue prac- 
tices, of Goodwin Wharton, eſquire, the petitioner 
was not returned by the bailiff of the ſaid borough : 
and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 

and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, to the houſe. 
No report appears. | 

March 14, 1701. A petition of James Stanhope, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that at the laſt 
election of a member, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough, in the room of Goodwin 
Wharton, eſquire, deceaſed, the petitioner, and Tho- 
mas Lamplugh, eſquire, were candidates : that the 
right of election is in ſuch only as hold by burgage- 
tenure; and if ſuch burgage-tenure be ſplit and 
divided, yet there is only one vote for ſuch eſtate ; 
bue Michael Hodgſon, the bailiff of this borough, 
did poll ſeveral, who claimed by divided eſtates ; 
and others, who had no right ; whereby, and by 
othet illegal practices, Mr. Lamplugh hath procur- 

| opinion. ed himfelf to be returned, in prejudice of the pe- 
Jan. 16, 1923. A petition of James Haldane, eſ- titioner, and the rights of the borough : and pray- 
quire; to the ſhine effect with the former, was again ing &c. 
read; and referred in like manner. Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 

Nov. 14, 1724. The petition of the faid James vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
Haldane; eſquire, was again read; and ordered to report the ſame, with their opinion. | 
be referred as before. 1 | Dec. 
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The Boroagh, of COCKERMOUTH... 


Dec. 4, 1710. A petition of John Orfeur, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of members, to ſerve in the preſent parliament for 
this borough, Nicholas Lechmere, lieutenant-gene- 
ral Stanhope, and the petitioner, - were candidates; 
and Mr. Lechmere, and the petitioner, were duly , 
elected, although the bailiff rejected the votes of 
ſeveral perſons that were qualified, who offered their 
votes for the petitioner ; and polled ſeyeral perſops, 


that were unqualified, for general Stanhope 3 and . 
alſo rejected ſeveral of the petitioner's good votes 
upon the ſcrutiny ; and by the bailiff's partiality, . 


and by divers corrupt and undue practices, uſed by 
the agents of Mr. Stanhope, he is returned with 
Mr. Lechmere, to the prejudice of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. Alſo, 9 
A petition of ſeveral. inhabitants of this borou 

on behalf of themſelves, and other inhabitants of 
ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, that by the 2 
tom of the ſaid borough, the bailiff is choſen 


yearly by a majority of a jury, impannelled and 


« ſummoned by the perſon, who was bailiff the year 


before, at a court-leet, held at Michaelmas; and, ac- 


cording to ſuch cuſtom, a jury was returned; but - morning, next, 


they were rejected, and a bailiff choſen in aN. 


gular manner: that at the election of bu rgeſſes, to an 
ſerve in this parliament for this borough, 57 the ir- _ 
regular and corrupt practices of the pretended baj- 


hf, and the agents of lieutenant-general Stanhope 
(who was one of the candidates) the ſaid Mr. Stan- 
hope is returned, although, colonel Orfeur was duly 
elected; to the great violation of the freedom of 
elections, and the rights of the petitioners, who are 
thereby deprived, of their legal Rr nts; and 
praying &c. 

It was moved to refer 84 Gil petitions t the 
conſideration of the committee of privileg and 
elections; but diſagreed to. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be W at the 
bar of the houſe, on the 13th of February next. 

Feb. 13. Ordered, that they be heard on Satur- 
day ſevennight. 


24th. Ordered, that they be heard on Thurſday | 


next. 


March 1. Ordered, that they be heard on Tueſ- | 
day next. 


6th. The houſe. proceeded. to the 1 "he 


merits of the ſaid election; and the counſel on. boch a 


ſides were called in, and the petitions read : 
And a poll, taken at the election, being produced; ; 
and an objection being made to it, that it was not 
the original poll ; and the'counſel for the petitio- 
ners producing one Robert Tubman, to be exa· 
mined as a witneſs touching the original poll; and 
he being objected againſt, and the counſel being 
heard touching the ſame, 1 withdrawn 3 
Reſolved, that Robert Tubman be admitted to 
give evidence, as to the original PAP that was ke 
at the ſaid election. | 
The counſel were calleck in in ai n Mr. 
Speaker acquainted them with the ſaid N 


94 


And the petitioner's s counſel inſiſting, that they: 


voters as were ueried upon th crutiny 3, and id. & 

ſitting· member s counſel acquainting d 2 houſe, a 
there were liſts exchanged between the parties, on 
the 24th of January laſt, of what votes each party 
would infiſt upon to diſqualify: touching which 


matters the counſel on both ſides were heard: and 


the counſel withdrew ; and being called in again, . 
Mr. Speaker acquainted them (by order of the houſe) 


that they ſhould confine eee in giving their 


evidence to the votes queried at the election, and the 
liſts mutually delivered on the 24th of Janvery laſt. 
The counſel withdrew, 

Reſolved, that the houſe will proceed in the . 
ther hearing of the merits of this election . 
day ſeven - night. 

_ 17th. Reſolved, that the./ houſe will proceed in 
hearing the merits of the ſaid election on 8 
morning next. 

But the houſe adjoumed.overthetiday. id 
March 26, 1711. Ordered do proceed in the fur- 
ther hearing of the ſaid election, to-morrow morning, 

27th. The houſe proceeded in the further hearing 
of the mexits of the ſaid election; and the counſel 
on both ſides were called in; and the petitioner's 


- counſel were: heard, and produced ſeyeral -witneſſes 


in order to the diſqualifying ſeveral of the voters for 
Mr. Stanhope ;,,and his counſel were heard, and 
Produced ſeveral witneſſes in order to the juſtifying 
of ſeveral, of, che votes of thoſe perſons objected to; 
_ and then tha; counſel, and, witneſſes withdrew.- 


+. Reſolved,, that the houſe/will proceed in the fur. 


ther hearing the merits of. this election on Tueſday 
not any thing to intervene. 
April. 3. The houſe 4 4 in the ſaid wearing, 
and the counſel on both ſidęs were called in. 
And the caunſel for the ſitting · member proceed- 
ed to the, qualifying of ſuch. votes as the petitioner's 
counſel had ohjected againſt, and alſo to diſqualify 
ſeveral perſons who. had voted: for the petitioner, 
' and examined ſeveral witneſſes relating therets.; and 
the counſel for Mr. Stanhope; producing a deed to 
qualify one Henry Weſtrey to be a voter; an ob- 
jection was made to reading the ſaid deed, and in- 
dorſements thereon; and the counſel withdrew. 
The houſe E that the ſaid indorſements 
ſhould not be read. | 
And being called. i in, they, were ordered to with- 
again: but being again called in, the counſel 
for Mr. Stanhope were heard, and other witneſſes 
examined; to other matters relating to the election: 
and the caunſel, and witneſſes withdrew. » , 
; Reſolved, to proceed on Saturday next, after the 
affair of | the Palatines. K 0 
- 7th. The houſe proceeded. in the faid hearing. | 
;., The: counſel on both ſides were called in, and 
the petitioner's counſel were heard, and produced 
ſeveral witneſſes in Juſtification of the votes objected 
to by general Stanhope's counſel ; and alſo. pro- 
duced a letter from Mr. Relfe (agent for gene- 
ral Stanhope) defiring Mr., Lamplugh's vote for 
him, as an obligation. to the Duke of Somerſet ; 
which letter was proved, and deſired to be read: 


but it being objected to hy general Stanhope's coun- 


ſel, as not. being evidence nt bien, the counſel | 


withdreyy; .. 
. Reſolved, that the ſaid letter be read. 
And the counſel were called in again, Ge Mr. 


| Speaker acquainted them therewith; and the letter 


was read; and ſeveral witneſſes were examined, to 
Juſtify other votes objected to by the counſel for 
per Stanhope ; and. the counſel being with- 

wn, and called.jn again, and ſeveral witneſſes ex- 
amined on behalf of the petitioner ; it was reſolved, 
That James Stanhope, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgels lo ſerve in the preſeat 8 


borough. 
That John Orfeur, clavire, is not duly elected a 


burgeſs to ſerve in the preſent parliament . for this 
borough. 


That the late election for this borough (as to Mr. 
Stanhope ; and Mr. Orfeur) is a void * 


June 
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The Borough of COCKERMOUTH. 


9. Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown 
this houſe, upon Tueſday morning 
ive an account whether there is any 
for this borough, ſince the laſt writ 
for a new election there. 
12th. The clerk of the Crown attended and ac- 
ted the houſe, that there is not yet any return 
in for this borough. 

" Goa a: ans Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of the right honourable James Stanhope, 

made a commiſſioner of the Treaſury. 

June 18. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for 

elefting a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of 
— —— made chancellor of the 
Duchy of Lancaſter for life. 

July 4. A complaint was made to the houſe, 
that the writ iſſued for the electing of a bur- 
geſs for this borough, is not yet delivered to the 
ſheriff of the county. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
this houſe to-morrow morning, to give an account 
of the iſſuing the ſaid writ. 

Ordered, that the meſſenger to whom the ſaid 


writ was delivered, do alfo attend this houſe to- 


motrrow morning, to give an account of the ſending 
down the ſaid writ. 

sth. The clerk of the Crown attending, accord: 
ing to order, gave the houſe an account of iſſuing 
out the writ for electing a burgeſs for this bo- 


Mr. R.":re Briſcoe, meſſenger attending the 
great ſeal, attending according to order, was 
called in; and, at the bar, examined touching his 
receiving the ſaid writ, and ſending the ſame to the 
ſheriff of Cumberland; and then he withdrew. 

A debate ariſing in the houſe, relating ro the 
writ's not being delivered to the ſheriff of Cumber- 
land; 

Ordered, that the debate be adjourned till T 2eſday 
morning next. 

Ordered, that Mr. Briſcoe do then atten d. 

9. The houſe reſumed the adjourned debate of 
Friday laſt, relating to the writ for electing a bur- 
gels to ſerve in parliament for this borough : 

And a motion was made for Mr. John Tiffin to 
attend on this-day-fortnight, which paſſtd in the ne- 

ve. 
ene wi farther date in th matter; 

Nov. 29. A petition of Lord Percey Seymout 
was preſented to the houſe, and read ; ſhewing, that 
a writ upon the vacancy of Nicholas Lechmere, 
eſquire, for this borough was duly iſſued : that ſuch 
writ was not ſent by a proper meſſenger ; but, by in- 
dire& means, concealed, and unduly delayed, for ſe- 
veral days before it was delivered to the ſheriff of 
the ſaid county ; yet the petitioner was fairly and 
duly elected by a majority of legal and undoubted 
votes, and was returned; notwithſtanding, which, 
Sir Wilfred Lawſon, baronet, a minor, under the 
age of twenty-one years, and incapable of being e- 
lefted or returned, did, by many indirect practices, 
procure ſeveral perſons to vote for him; and did 
likewiſe prevail with the bailiff, contrary to law and 
the ſtatute in that behalf made, to return the ſaid 
Sir Wilfred Lawſon by another indenture as duly 
elected by a majority; the ſaid bailiff refuſing to 
allow the petitioner a ſcrutiny, though ſeveral times 
demanded: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petition be 
heard at the bar of the houſe upon the 1th day of 


January next. 


A petition of Sir Wilfred Lawſon, baronet, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the late election of a bur- 
geſs for this borough, the petitioner, and the Lord 
Percey Seymdur, were candidates: that the petitio- 
ner had an undoubted majority of votes, who 


voted for the petitioner z and were allowed by Tho- 


mas France, bailiff of the ſaid borough ; notwith- 
ſtanding which, -and although the ſaid Lord Percey 
Seymour, by himſelf, his agents and ſervants, was 
guilty of notorious bribery, and undue practices, 
in the ſaid election ; yet the ſaid bailiff thought fit 
to make a double return of the petitioner, and the 
ſaid Lord Percey Seymour, for the ſaid borough 
to the manifeſt yy of the petitioner : and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petition be 
alſo heard at the bar of this houſe, upon Thurſday 
the 16th day of January next. 

Jan. 13. Ordered, that the matters of the ſaid peti- 
tions, which were apppinted to be heard on the 16th 
of this inſtant, be heard on the 18th inſtant. 

15th. Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do 
attend this houſe to-morrow with the double return 
for this borough. 

Ordered, that Mr. Briſcoe, the meſſenger attend- 
ing the great-ſeal, do then attend: 

18. The houſe being moved, that Sir Wilfred 
Lawſon be at liberty to withdraw his petition, com- 
plaining of an undue eleftion and return for this 
borough ; he deſiring not to conteſt the matter of 
the return, or the merits of the election; admitting 
he was a minor, under the age of twenty years, at 
the time of the election; and that he cannot main- 
tain a majority of votes; | 

And the clerk of the Crown atteriding with the 
indentures of return, annexed to the precept and 
writz the indentures of return, and indorſement 
upon the precept, were read; and are as follow; viz. 

Her indentura fat? apud burgum de Cockermouth, in 
comita Cumbrie, oftavo die Tulii, anno Regni Domini 
naſtri Georgii, Dei gra. Magne Britanniæ, Fren', et 
Hiberniz, Regis, fidei defenſor, c. tertio, annogue 
Domini milleſimo ſeptingenteſimo decimo ſeptimo ; inter 
Henricum Blencow, ar; vic. com Cumbrie prad', ex 
una parte; et Thoma' France, ballioum burgii tle Cocker- 
mouth pred', Thonia' Jefferſon, cl. Ricardu' Baynes, 
ten, Ferdinando Latus, ar, Jobannem Gill, Philipp” 
Stanley, Ricardu Croſthwaite, Jobannem Clocter, Ri- 
cardu Waller, Benjamin Bowes, Jobannem Wood, 
ſen', Jobannem Wood, jun, Ricardum Horranſtell, 
Samuel Hollaway, ſen, Ricardu Fackfon, Henricu 
Orr, Jobannem Inman, Daniel Fryer, Jonathan Mat- 
fon, Jobn Bowes, Jacob Franc, ſen', Jobannem 
Winder, Ricardu Jobnſon, Jonathan Hodgſon, Willi- 
elmum Sowerby, Themam Stanger, Thomam Holloway, 
Joſenbu Simpſon, Willielmum Meales, Timotheu' Tay- 
lor, Samuel. Hodgſon, Henricu Ramſey, Petru“ Win- 
der, Willielmum Holloway, Jobannem Iredale, 7 homa' 
Laburne, Tboma Plaſkett, Fohannem Rillon, Johan- 
nem Blakelin, Fohannem Tiffin, Samuel Buttermer, Jo- 
hannem Cuppadge, Willielmum Rothery, Jacobu' Feardn, 
Jobannem Dobinſon, Jobannem Leathes, gen', et di- 
vers al burgens' burgii pred”, ex altera parte: teſtat 
quod virtute precept”, a predifto vic. com” cid ballivo 


| dire, pro eleflion' un burgenſ. pro burgo de Cocker- 


wy prad', loco Nicolai Lechmere, ar', qui quod- 

dam officiu” lucri a difo Domino Rege acceperit, pro 
præſenti parliament” difii Domini Regis inchoat” apud 
civitat. Weſtm', decimo ſeptimo die Martii, anno regni 
difti Domini Regis primo; quod quidem parliament” 


abinde per ſeperal. adjournament* et prorogationes, uſque' 


ad et in viceſmum diem Februarii ult' præterit“ ad- 
XX | jcurnat', 
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The Boraughs of COCKERMOUTH. ad COLCHESTER. 


journat”, prorogat*, ot conlinuat fuit, at ibidem modo 
tent” oft, pred Thomas Franc, ballivns es burgen/. 
burgii pred”, in plena' curia burgii prad', apud Guild- 
ball tent” ibidem predifio otavo die Julii, anno teriiq 
fuprad', libere 0 indifferenter, juxta forma ftatuti inde 
edit” et „ elegerunt Wilfred Laroſon, zer, / 
ſen burger . burgii pred', ad parliamen in eodem præ- 
cept* ſpecificat » qui plenam et ſufficien pateſtat* pro fe 
et co itat bur gii pred habet ad faciend et conſenti- 
end biis, que in ditiq Perliament pred” de commun 
conſulia diff regni Magna Britanniæ contigerint or- 
dinari ſuper negatiis in brevi Domini Regis vic. comil* 
præd, dire, et ſpecificat. In cujus rei teſimoniu 
tam præd vic cum præd quam præd balliuus et bur- 
genſ. burgii præd, biis indenturis figilla ſua alterna- 
tim appoſuer die et auno primo ſupradic?.. 

8 Julu, 3. Georgii Regis, 1717. An indenture, 
made at the borough of Cockermouth in the county 
of Cumberland, between Henry Blencow, eſquire, 
ſneriff of the county aforeſaid, of the one part; 
and Thomas France, gentleman, bailiff of the bo- 
rough aforeſaid, Peter Gregory, clerk, John Lang- 
ton, and others therein named, burgeſies of the bo- 
rough aforeſaid, of the other part: witneſſing, that, 
by virtue of a precept from the ſaid ſheriff to the 
bailiff directed, for the election of a burgeſs in the 
ſtead of Nicholas Lechmere, eſquire, who was 
lately elected for the ſame borough for the preſent 
parliament, begun at Weſtminſter, 17 Martii, pri- 
mo Georgii that the ſaid Nicholas Lechmere has 
accepted of a place of profit, by means whereof 
the borough became deſtitute of one of the bur- 


geſſes to ſerve in parliament ; and therefore the ſaid 


bailiff and burgeſſes, in his ſtead, in full court, 
have elected Percey Seymour, eſquire, common- 
ly called the Lord Seymour, one of the bur- 
geſſes of the ſaid borough, to ſerve in parliament 
inſtead of the ſaid Mr. Lechmere. | 
Indorſement upon the precept of- the ſheriff. of 

Cumberland, for electing a member for the bo- 

rough of Cockermouth, as follows; 

Executio iſtius pracepti patet in quadam ſchedules 
huic pracepto anne; cumque per idem precepts” 
mibi præcipitur ad eligend un burgenſ. burgi infra+ 
ſcript”, idone* et diſcretum; attamen ex qua poſs caption 
nem vocum five ſuſfragior omniu et ſingulorum eletto- 
rum comparentiu in plena curia ejuſdem burgi, tent“ 
apud le Guildhall pra eodem burgo die et auno in in- 
denturis annex ſpecificat”, ad eligend un burgenf. pro 
burgo prædict', offoging' et quatuor elettor* pred” pro 
Percy Seymour, ar, communi“ vocat' Lord Percy 
Seymour, at nonagint” elector præd proWilfride Lawſon, 
aar, ſuſfragia deder* ; cumque adtunc et ihidem, al- 
legat”, ac per teftes fide dignes probat” fuit, quod pred 
Wilfridus Lawſon, adtunc infans infra ætat vigunti 
unius annorum exiftebat, et ad huc exiftit ; ideo in 
un” indentura annex nomen prefas. Percy Seymour, 
ac in altera indentura aunex* nomen præfat Wilfridi. 
Lawſon, inſeri feci. 

Tuo. Faanct, baikff. 

Qudered, chat Sir Wilfred Lawſon, baronet, be 
at liberty to withdraw his ſaid petition. 

. Ordered, that the Lord Percey Seymour be at 
liberty to withdraw his ſaid petition. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do awend 


| the return for the ſaid borough,. by taking off the 


indenture, by which the faid Sir Wikted Lawſon 
is returned. 


Which he did accordingly. | 
Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do eraſe the 


indorſement upon the precept, and make the N 
indorſement thereupon. 


Jan. 39, 176. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
pm of Sie Thom Peagelly, knighs, mak Lcd 
Chief Baron of the Ercheqvet. 


COLCHESTER. 


H1S borough is ſityate in the county of 
Eſſex. It was a borough at the time of the 
Norman conqueſt ; and had. iben 226 burgeſſes, as 
appears by the general ſurvey. King Hepry the Diozg 
firſt granted them letters patent, which are pow" 
loſt ; and King Henry the ſecond granted the town line, 
to the burgeſſes for a fee-farm of 42 l. King Ri. 5. 4 
chard the firſt by his charter (which fee in Appen - Cin 
dix) enabled them to elect bailiffs, hold pleas of 
the crown, and to plead them within their own 
burgh; and no other juſtice to intermeddle, but 
ſuch as they ſhould elect, together with ſeveral other 
privileges. This charter was confirmed by ſrveral 
ſucceeding Kings, and King Henry the third added cn 
to it, the return of all writs in matters relating tolle 
the liberties of the town. King Henry the ſixth Cv. , 
not only confirmed, but added greatly to their li- * 
berties; viz. ſettled the bounds of the town, and 
granted them a power yearly, at the election of bai: 
liffs, to chooſe four of the moſt worthy and diſcreet 
perſons of the town, to be, jointly with the bailiffs 
for the time being, juſtices of the peace for one 
whole year from the time of ſuch election, within 
the ſaid town, and the liberty, ſuburbs, and pre- 
eincts of the ſame, &c. (ſee extract of charter in 
Appendix.) And his ſoeceſſve, King Edward theC 
fourth, not only ratified and confirmed the grants,” d, 
of his anceſtors, but granted, that the bailiffs and 
burgeſles, and their ſucceſſors, confiſting of two 
bailiffs and one commonalty, ſhould from thence- 
forth be one perpetual body and commonalty in 
name and in deed, and have perpetual ſucceſſion ; 
and incorporated them by the name of bailiffs and 
commonally of the burgh of Colcbeſter. But the chief 
charter is that of King Charles the firſt, dated July cui 1 
9, 1635, wherein he recites the former charters, * 
and then incorporates it anew by the name of the 
mayor and commonalty of the burgh of Colcheſter, 
in the county of Efſex ; and directs, that they ſhould 
have a mayer, 16 aldermen, 16 aſſiſtants, 16 com- 
mon-council-men (4 out of each ward) an high- 
ſteward, and a_recorder, n 
charter in Appendix.)  _ 

King Charles the ſecond, by his charter, dated Cr. ö 
Auguſt 3, 1663, altered the number of officers, and 
ſettled them thus ; viz. -12 aldermen, including the 
mayor, 18 aſſiſtants, and the like number of com- 
mon-council-men : theſe ſeveral charters were ſur- 
rendered in 1684, enn was N 
with ſome alterations. 

King James the ſecond reduced the 8 of 
officers to 10 aldermen, including the mayor, 10 
aſſiſtants, and ro common - council- men, by his 
charter, dated September 15, 1688. 

At the Revolution, the former charters were re- 
ſtored; but about the year 1741, the ſame charters, 
and privileges, thereby granted to the town, were 
declared void. 

This borough ſent members to parliament api 
Edy. I. and hath retained that privilege ever ſince: 9 
the returns were formerly endorſed on the ſheriffs 
writs ; and on thoſe to parliament in the abth Ed-25 Ea, | 
ward I, which are the oldeſt extant, two names are 
wrote, with theſe words added, Qui eletti ſunt pro Boho": 
communitate Burgi de Colcheſter. In the. 7th of _ * 

war 


0 alc tk Bis n 
5 return, choſe for that parliament, in the county- 
: court held at Chelmsford. The returns, in the 
| Tin 12th and 17th of Edward the fourth, are, Ba- 
PL. burgi de Colecheſter, Ic. eligi fecerunt per majo- 
ode ew. partem bug enſium magis ſufficiend. duos burgenſes 
bh. VI. end. pro burgo ills ad parliamentum. But I cannot 


Appen omit taking notice, that this ſervice was for- 
e 'rarl. merly thought a burthen, and to be exempt from 
$ ir. it, King Richard the ſecond, in conſideration of 
a Deng 2 and fortifying the walls of their town 
bock the King's enemies, grants them for the 
N Mor ſpace of fiye years, the following patent of exem- 
. 46, 


ption. | 
-Cin, WW: 11. Richardus, Dei gratia, Rex Anglia, et Franciæ, 


aa 1 Dominus Hiberniæ, omnibus ad gues preſentes li- 
N ters pervenerint, ſalutem. Sciatis quad de gratia neſtra 
t ſpeciali conceſſimus dilefis nobis burgenſibus ville noſtre 
r Colceſter, in auxilium expenſarum guas ſuper clau- 
U ſura dictæ ville mure de petra et calce in ręſiſtentiam 
_ inimicorum, fi qui villam illam forſan invadere vellent vell 


intendunt, ad quod opus implend. firmum propeſitum 
jam ſumpſerunt ficut dicunt, quod ipſi per quinque 

annos proxime ſequentes plennarie ſint exonerati 
ad mittend. ſeu inveniend. aliquos comburgenſes 
ſuos de quinque annis ad parliamenta noſtra infra 
idem tempus tenend. [ta ſemper quod iidem burgenſes 
diftum opus infra prædictos quingue annos perficient 
Juxta poſſe ſuum ut preditum eft. In cizjus rei teſti- 
monium has literas neftras fieri fecimus patentes. Teſte 
meipſo apud We Nm. 12 Decemb. anno regni naſtri 
ſexto. 

However, the beben did not make uſe of 
it; for I find the patent is dated 12th day of De- 
eember, and was filed to the return of the ſheriff of 
Hertfordſhire and Eſſex, of the ſame year of Ri- 
chard the ſecond; and this return bears date yth 
January, being the next month aſter: yet they did, 
to both the parliaments of that reign, return bur- 
geſſes. Thus far I am authoriſed from authentick 


of this borough, The more modern memoirs I 
have met with, concerning its elections, and repre- 
ſentatives, are as follow. 

March 28, 1628, Report made 8 the com- 
mittee for privileges by Mr. Hackwill:— For Col- 
cheſter, only one return made by the bailiffs; in 
which Sir Thomas Cheek, and Mr. Alford, re- 
turned: that the bailiffs, aldermen, and common- 


oart, 1; 
Ar. Il. 


the writ, and there elected Sir Thomas Cheek, and 

Mr. Alford: in a lower room, the common fort of 

burgeſſes, in general, elected Sir Thomas Cheek, 

and Sir William Maſham : that the bailiffs, &c. 

| mw their preſcription by election, as they now 
it. 

Againſt this, alledged, chat, till Rich, I. no bai- 
liffs ; from thence, till Edw. IV. no common-coun- 
eil. Then 16 appointed by a new charter; which, 
by conſtitutions ſuhence, they have increaſed 
to.. Upon this the preſcription holden inſuf- 
ficient. That the committee alſo of opinion, that 
the election of Sir William Maſham good; and Sir 
William Maſham's name to be put in by the bai- 
Uff, ipſtead of Mr. Alford. 


— Upon queſtion, Sir William Maſham duly elect- 
Wh ed; and Sir William Maſham his name to be, by 

one af the bailiffs now in town, inſerted in the in- 
; Ed. | denture of return, in the place of Mr. Alford; 


which accordingly was preſently done at the board. 
hon, June g, 2685. A Petition of Samuel Reignolds, 
9% — touching the election for this borough, was 


records, and hiſtories, to write of the antient ftate 


council, conſiſting of 42, in an upper room read 


The Borough of DATE CEP ITN 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. No report 


appears. 
Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of Sir Walter Clarges, 


baronet; complaining of the undue return, and 
election, of Mr. Samuel Reignolds, and Mr. Iſaac 


Rebaw, for this borough, in injury of the petifi- 
oner, who ought to be returned, to ſerve in this 
preſent convention; was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
elections and privileges, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. No re- 
port appears. 

March 24, 1689. A petition of Iſaac Rebow, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that he was duly elect- 
ed a hurgeſs for this borough, by the majority 0 
legal voters; but John Potter, mayor of the ſai, 
borough, hath returned Edward Cary, and Samucl 
Reignolds, eſquires, as burgeſſes, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for the ſaid borqugh, in preju- 
dice of the petitioner. 

. Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to conſider, and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Oct. 6, 1690. A petition of Iſaac Rebow, ef. 
quire, was read ; ſetting forth, that he was duly 
elected for this borough yet the then mayor ol the 
town hath returned Samuel Reignolds, and Edward 
Cary, eſquires, though the petitioner had a greater 
number of legal votes, than either of the {aid per- 
ſons : and praying the conſideration of the hoyſe 
in the premiſes. 

Ordered, that the conſideration of the ſaid petiti- 
on be referred to the committee of privileges and 
elections; who are to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 11. Mr. Grey reported, from the commit- 
tee of privileges and elections, the ſtate of the caſe 
on the ſaid petition, as it appeared to the ſaid com- 
mittee : 

That the right of election was agreed, as well by 
the counſel for the ſitting- members, as the petitio- 
ner's, to be in the freemen of the ſaid borough, 
not receiving alms : 

That it appeared to the committee, that the poll 
was taken promiſcuouſly ; and was afterwards to 
be ſcrutinized : 

That three clerks, who took the poll, were pro- 
duced; upon whoſe books the numbers were, 

| For Mr. Cary 445» 447, 447. 

Mr. Reignolds 443, 452, 452. 
The petitioner 485, 483, 484. 


That the petitioner, having a majority upon the 


poll, demanded a return, but the mayor refuſed till 
the ſcrutiny z and thercupon the clerks books were 
ſealed up, and delivered to the mayor, who ſent for 
the petitioner, to be at the ſcrutiny ; but he re- 
fuſed to come. Upon the ſcrutiny, the numbers 


were, | 
For Mr, Cary 407, 
Mr. Reignolds — 415, 
Mr. Rebow — — 393. 

That thereupon the committee reſolved, 

That Edward Cary, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgels to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That Samuel Reignolds, eſquire, is duly elected 
4 burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

The ſeveral reſolutions being read a ſecond time, 
were agreed to by the houſe. 


Nov. 
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Nov. 29, 1695. A petition of ſeveral” freemen 
and burgeſſes of this borough, on behalf of them- 
ſelves and the major part of the ſaid burgeſſes, was 
read; ſhewing, that at an election for members to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for the ſaid borough, the, 
candidates\were, Sir John Morden, Sir Ifaac Rebow, 
Sir Thomas Cook, and Dr. John Harriſon : that at 
the election, the then mayor uſed many illegal 
practices to prevent the election of / Sir Thomas 
Cook, by refuſing ſeveral perſons to poll who were 
duly qualified ; and admitting divers others for Sir 
John Morden, who had no right to poll ; by refuſ- 
ing a ſcrutiny, when demanded by one of the can- 
didates; and by returning Sir John Morden as one 
of their burgeſſes, though Sir Thomas Cook had 
more votes than Sir John, as will appear by the 
poll-books ; which practices of the mayor, tend to 
deprive the petitioners of their right of election: 
and praying &c. | 

Ordered to be referred to the commitree of pri- 
vileges, to examine the matter, and report the ſame, 
with their opinion. | 
March 7. Ordered, that the matter of the 
| petition. of the inhabitants of the borough of 


Colcheſter, do come on before the committee of 


privileges and elections, the day it would have 
been heard, in caſe other petitions had not been 
withdrawn. | 

28, 1696. Colonel Granville reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, the matter 
touching the election for this : that the 
right of election was agreed to be in the ſworn 
burgeſſes, not receiving alms: that there was a 
poll taken by the town-clerk ; another taken for Sir 
John Morden; and another for Sir Thomas Cook. 
The poll taken for Sir John Morden, did give 
the majority by two or three for Sir Thomas Cook; 
and the poll taken for Sir Thomas Cook, did give 
the majority in like manner to Sir John Morden 
and the numbers on the town-clerk's poll, who 
ſar moſt commodiouſly for taking the ſame, at 
cloſing thereof, appeared to be thus ; 

For Sir John Morden 406, 
| Sir Thomas Cook 408. 

But the account given by the town-clerk to the 
mayor, was, — 
| For Sir John Morden 407, 
| Sir Thomas Cook 401. 

By which, Sir John had the majority by 6 ; though 
Sir Thomas Cook had really the majority by two; 
but it was proved, and not diſowned by the town- 
clerk, that the town-clerk, upon telling the mayor 
the numbers, did ſay, that he was not certain. 
Sewell and Abbot ſaid, the mayor ſaid, before 


the election, that Sir Iſaac Rebow and Sir John 


Morden ſhould be returned, and offered to lay two 
guineas to one of it; but Hall ſaid he was by at 
the time Sewell ſpoke of, and did not hear any ſuch 
That, for the petitioners, it was inſiſted, that the 
mayor had denied a fcrutiny ; and that many had 
polled who had no right. 

As to this, the petitioner called, | 

Mr. Duboyes and others, who ſaid, Sir Thomas 
Cook was invited to be a candidate for this bo- 
rough, having been a benefactor there: that upon 
caſting up the poll, Mr. Kendal, who took the poll 
for Sir Iſaac Rebow, found one or two more for Sir 
Thomas Cook than Sir John Morden ; 
Mr. Bennet, Sir John Morden's brother-in-law, de- 
manded a ſcrutiny on Sir John's account : that the 
town-clerk told the mayor, he found it fix for 


Sir John Morden; but ſaid, he was not certain; 
and deſired the mayor would not declare that night: 
that ſeveral demanded of the mayor to declare for 
Sir Thomas Cook, and a ſcrutiny was demanded , 
and the books wert ſealed up in order to a ſcru- 
tiny next day: that the next day, before the mayor 
declared, Mr. Shaw demanded a ſcrutiny again; but 
the mayor declared for Sir Iſaac Rebow and Sit 
John Morden; but refuſed to declare the numbers, 
ſaying, that he would not return Sir Thomas Cooke; 
but he had his remedy in parliament : that Sir Iſaac 
Rebow did ſay, it ſignified nothing to put down 
queries, for there ſhould be a ſcrutiny for the whole. 
That ſome objections were made at the poll, and 
ſeveral were ſtruck out, and queries were left upon 
foreigners and alms- men; bur Mr. Potter (one of 
theſe witneſſes) owned he had a liſt of the free. 
burgeſſes in his hand at the time of the poll; but 
could not ſay it was an exact copy: and that Sir 
Iſaac Rebow, after the poll was over, did ſay, it was 
Plain Sir Thomas Cook had it by the poll. 

To anſwer this, for Sir John Morden, was called, 

Major Haynes; who ſaid, there had been a dif- 
ference between him and Lord Lucas, relating to 
1501. recovered of him for money he engaged for at 
the laſt election for this borough, where Sir Tho- 
mas Cook was a candidate; and that Sir Thomas 
Cook would not do any thing in it till the parlia- 
ment was diſſolved: and that Sir Thorrias Cook ſaid, 
if he would diſſuade Sir John Morden from being 
a candidate, and engage Sir Iſaac Rebow for him, 
he ſhould have the money ; but it muſt not be 
known to be from him, for fear of bribery. | 

Mr. Roberts was then called for the petitioner, 
and ſaid, major Haynes aſked him to go to Sir 
Thomas Cook to make up marters between him 
and Lord Lucas; and ſaid, that if Sir Thomas Cook 
would accommodate it, he would perſuade Sir John 
Morden to deſiſt, or prevail with Sir Iſaac Rebow to 
join with him; and at laſt major Haynes ſaid, if 
Sir Thomas Cook would give him 250 1. he would 
do what be had promiſed, and ſtand upon his own 
feet with Lord Lucas. 

That in reply were called, for Sir John Morden, 
Mr. Smith and others; who ſaid, ſeveral went 
about town and declared Sir Iſaac Rebow was a corn- 
merchant ; and that one ſaid, he had 3 guineas to 
make a party for Sir Thomas Cook; and that the 
mayor, upon the town-clerk's ſaying Sir John Mor- 
den had the majority, cloſed the poll; but Sir John 
durſt not ride that night becauſe of the tumuk: 
that they did not hear a ſcrutiny demanded till next 
morning ; and that, after the mayor had declared 
the election, when the mayor ſaid it was too late. 

That for the petitioners, exceptions were taken 
to ſeveral who voted for Sir John Morden: and the 
firſt was of 27 not to be found in the freemens 
books: and for this they called, | 

James Shelton; who ſaid, as to Samuel Motte, 


he was disfranchiſed: and as to Robert Potter, 


George Clark, Thomas Burton, William Hall, 
Abraham Langley, John Tatem, S. Ryder, Robert 


| Robbery, Michael Behaites, John Drake, Tho- 


mas Draper, minor; Joſeph Ewry, Jeremiah 
Groom, Samuel Gibſon, Henry Hall, Robert Hum- 
phry, John Herbert, junior, Nathaniel Legg, Sir 
Francis Maſſam, William Motte, junior, James 
Peacock, Thomas Prigg, Daniel Pilſon, James 
Rich, Joſeph Tabor, and Joſeph Wheely ; he had 
ſearched and could not find their names in the 

ept three or four, who were fo long ſince, 
that he did not 1 
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The Borough of COLCHESTER. 


they all polled for Sir John Morden ; but, he be- 
lieved, one or two of them polled for Sir T. Cook alſo. 

For Sir John Morden; they called, to anſwer 
wr" Wheely ; who ſaid, William Motte, junior, 
is in the freemens book: that James Rich was free: 
that Langley has voted at elections of magiſtrates 
but was a quaker, and had not ſworn : that Samuel 
Gibſon is alſo a freeman. 

Mr. Glaſcock faid, Sir Francis Maſham was 
ſworn, which was admitted : that Joſeph Tabor is 
entered: that Jeremiah Groom and Nath. Legg, 
were freemen.— Mr. Hayward ſaid, John Wheely 
had polled five or. fix years; is ſervant to Sir 
Iſaac Rebow.— John Drake ſaid, Ewry was a free- 
man. 

John Bloys ſaid, Hall was a freeman. 

That, for the petitioners, were produced ſeveral 
certificates taken out of the regiſter-books : by 
which it ſeemed, Oliver Burking, John Harvey, 
Richard Field, Abraham Behaites, Francis Mortier, 
William Ruſh, Arthur Wenceſly, John Cater, Jere- 
miah Talcot, and John Shorey, were under age 
at the election. 

But for Sir John Morden; there was produced 
another certificate to prove that Mortier was baptized 
the 6th of April, 1673. 

And Richard Field ſaid, his ſon was 21 at the 
election; and was four or five years old, when re- 
giſtered. 

Mr. Shelton ſaid; 58 others had taken up their 
freedom ſince 29th of September laſt, and voted for 
Sir John Morden : | : 
But the town- clerk ſaid, of the 58, twelve were 
ſworn the 14th of October; and three on the 12th, 
being the day of the teſte of the writ; and that 
they had right to demand their freedom ; and all 
the reſt were ſworn before the teſte of the writ. 

The petitioners alſo inſiſted, ſome alms-men had 
voted for Sir John Morden: and called Shelton; who 
ſaid, he had examined the poors-book; and found 
that Abraham Dehain, Thomas Roman, John Martin, - 
Thomas Laye, Thomas Coule, and Joſeph Ward, 
are relieved out of the poors-rate: and Glaſcock ſaid, 
Thomas Tyler lived in an alms-houſe, and the pa- 
riſh find him wood; , | 

Purchaſe ſaid, Thomas Bennet was in the pariſh: 
books for one ſhilling laſt: year; and had taken 
alms ſince Chriſtmas, | 

That for Sir John Morden was called, 

Mr. Kendal ; who ſaid; Coul carried on a conſi- 
derable trade, and was ſaid to be worth 200 1. and 
Hayward ſaid, Laye was no alms-man ; 'nor could 

poors-books. 

That Sir John Morden; to diſqualify ſeveral who 
voted for Sir Thomas Cook, called Mr. Wheely ; 
who ſaid, three were made free after the teſte of the 
writ : that 27, who voted for Sir Thomas Cook, 
are not in the freemen's books ; but owned, he had 
not ſeen the free-ſchool-book, where many freemens 
names are inſerted. 

To anſwer this, Glaſcock ſaid, nine of theſe were 
Freemen : and as to others of them, Mr. Shelton 
faid, Joſeph Walters was a reputed freeman ; and 
had made apprentices free. Purchas ſaid, Butcher 
is a freeman, and that he ſaw him ſworn. Mr. Pullen 

ſaid, he ſaw Chapell ſworn. Mr. Choak ſaid, he ſaw 
Brook ſworn. Mr. Scrivener ſaid, he ſaw Abraham 
Vore ſworn. And further for Sir John Morden, alſo, 

Wheelly proved ſeven of Sir Thomas Cook's 
Votes minors. Peirſon ſaid, his two ſons were 
minors. Mr. Hayward ſaid, nine received charity; 


four the pariſh paid their rents; one lived in an 
alms-houſe , ſeven others occaſionally received alms, 
but could not ſay he found them in the book; 
eleven others received cloth at Chriſtmas, being 
paid by that they called rabcot-money ; but it ap- 
peared, it was not found by the pariſh, Upon the 
whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Sir John Morden was not duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament for this borough. 
That Sir Thomas Covk is duly elected a burgeſs, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough. 

But the firſt reſolution, being twice read, was 
diſagreed to. | 

Nov. 4, 1702. A petition of John Potter, eſquire, 
was read; ſetting forth, that at the election of bur- 
geſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, the petitioner, Sir Thomas Cook, and Sir 
Ifaac Rebow, were candidates; and Sir, Iſaac Re- 
bow, and his agents, by bribery and corrupt prac- 
tices, procured ſeveral of the electors for him, and 
was thereupon returned, in wrong to the petitioner : 
and praying relief &c. Alſo, | | 

A petition of ſeveral freemen of this borough, 
on behalf of themſelves and others, freemen of the 
ſaid town, was read, to the ſame effect. 

Ordered, that they be reterred to the committee 
of privileges, to examine the matter, and report 
the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of the free-burgeſſes of this corpora- 
tion was read; ſetting forth, that Sir Thomas Cook, 


and his agents, did, by bribes, threats, treats, and o- 


ther undue means, prevail on ſeveral electors to chuſe 
him for one of the burgeſſes, to ſerve them in this 
preſent parliament 3 and hath procured himſelf to 
be returned, though not duly elected: and praying 
&c. 

Otdeted to be referred in like manner. 

Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 
elections do appoint another day, for the hearing 
the matter of the petitions touching the election for 
the ſaid borough, than what they uſually fit upon. 

17th. Ordered to be reported on Saturday next. 

21ſt. Mr. Bromley reported from the committee 
of- privileges the matter upon the ſeveral petitions, 
touching the late election for this borough ; viz. 

Upon the petition of John Potter, eſquire, and 
ſeveral freemen, complaining that Sir Iſaac Rebow, 
and his agents, by treating, &c. did procure ſeve- 
ral of the electors to vote for him at the laſt electi- 
on; as alſo, upon a petition of ſeveral free-bur- 
geſſes of the ſaid borough, complaining, in like 
manner, of Sir Thomas Cook. 

The committee began with thoſe againſt Sir Iſaac 
Rebow ; and it was admitted he had a majority, on 
the poll, of Mr. Potter ; but inſiſted, that ſeveral of 
them were obtained by treats, and corrupt practices : 
and to prove this, the counſel for the ſaid petitio- 
ners called ſeveral witneſſes : * 

Some of which ſaid (Pollardine and Morren) that 
John Weely, Edward Johnſon, Joſeph Pierce, and An- 
thony Hill, were buſy men for Sir Iſaac Rebow, and 
they went from houſe to houſe to aſk votes for him: 
that Weely and Hill promiſed to help Cornelius 

Warren to a loom's work : that Pierce ſaid, he 
ſhould carry Sir Iſaac in a chair, or ſhould have a 
crown, if he did not : that the day before the elec- 
tion, he was in company with Sir Iſaac Rebow, and 
others, and ſtaid an hour with them, and drank wine 
without paying for it: that on the election- day he 
went to the Red Lion, being invited by Pierce, and 
ſtaid drinking there an hour and an half ; but was 
not then aſked his vote. 
1 V It 
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It was alſo faid by ſeveral witneſſes, and not con- 
tradicted by Sir Iſaac Rebow's witneſſes, that the 
Red Lion was a place of general entertainment on the 
election · day; many going thither to eat and drink; 
only, it was ſaid by the latter, that thoſe, who did 
ſo, paid for what they had, and were not treated 
by Sir Iſaac Rebow, or his managers; and there- 
fore ſome were called to teſtify they did not pay, 
VIZ. 

Daniel Brown and others: one witneſs ſaid, he 
paid twopence at his firſt coming there, though 
his ſhare came to more. It appeared, ſome of theſe 
voted both for Sir Iſaac Rebow, and Sir Thomas 
Cook ; and Lovegate owned, on the election- day 
he was invited by Hill (who aſked votes for Sir 
Thomas Cook) to the Queen's Head, and did not 


ay. 
y Johnſon ſaid, that, going out of the Red Lion, 
Joſeph Pierce ſpoke to him, and ſaid, he hoped he 
would vote for Sir Iſaac ; and then went in, and 
drank again. 

The two Johnſon's received five ſhillings each three 
weeks before the election (they think) by Sir Tho- 
mas Cook's order; but ſaid, they thought it due to 
them, for carrying him in the chair the preceding 
election, and had not any thing before for it. 

James Aldway ſaid, Pierce treated him, and de- 
ſired his vote for Sir Iſaac Rebow. 

Jane Swan, a ſervant at the Red Lion, ſaid, Weely, 
and Johnſon promiſed to pay the reckoning. 

For Sir Iſaac it was inſiſted, they all paid their 
reckoning: and called Benjamin Glamprey, and 
others, who ſaid, the reckoning was chalked to 
each company ; and they had only bread and cheeſe, 
and beer; and every one, as far as they obſerved, 
paid his ſhare ; and one of theſe witneſſes collected 
four or five pounds of the reckoning. John Shel- 
drake ſaid, Weely and Pierce gave 20s. to him, 
42 days before the election, to vote for Sir Iſaac 
Rebow. | 2 

Samuel Deacon ſaid, he lived at Ipſwich ; and 
Mr. Snelling ſent for him, and deſired him to go to 
Colcheſter, and vote for Sir Iſaac Rebow, and carry 
what friends he could with him, and not let them 
want money, meat, or drink: and ſaid, one Crockat 
had three ſhillings and ſixpence, and another one 
ſhilling, by Sir Iſaac Rebow's order, being poor, 
and having nothing to maintain themſelves ; which 
Crockat owned. | 

John Betts ſaid, the night Sir Thomas Cook 
came, Thompſon offered twenty crowns, for twenty 
votes for Sir Iſaac Rebow. | 

Sir Iſaac Rebow's counſel called one Dutch ; 
who ſaid, Betts, the laſt' witneſs, ſaid, he would 
ſwear right or wrong before the committee: but 
Dutch being aſked particularly to this matter, own- 
ed himſelf to be preſent, when Thompſon pulled 
out the money, and made the offer aforeſaid. 

Abraham Wyat ſpoke to the reputation of John 
Sheldrake, 

Hereupon the committee reſolved, | 
That the agents of Sir Iſaac Rebow have been 
guilty” of treating, and other corrupt practices, in 
order to procure the ſaid Sir Iſaac Rebow to be 
elected a burgeſs, to ferve in parliament for this 


borough. | | | 


That Sir Ifaac Rebow is not duly elected a bur- 
gels, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. | 
Upon the petition againſt Sir Thomas Cook, 
the counſel firſt attempted to. prove who were ma- 
nagers for Sir Thomas Cook, and called Lawrence 


and Hawkins; one of whom faid, alderman Boyce 
Bery Cock, with others, went out to meet Sir The. 
mas Cook, when he came to town; and both de- 
ſired his vote for him: alſo ſpoke to ſeveral ſums, 
due for the former election, which were promiſed a 
little before, but not paid till after the election. 

The counſel alſo inſiſted, there had been 
for Sir Thomas Cook, and called Hawkins; who 
ſaid, Mr. Potter gave him a ſhilling to drink his 
health, and put him in mind to keep cloſe to Si; 
Thomas Cook: that, the night before the election, 
he gave notice to ſeveral to meet at alderman Coxc's, 
and other houſes, where a great many, who voted 
for Sir Thomas Cook and Mr. Potter, were enter. 
tained ; and ſome who voted for Sir Iſaac Reboy. 

Smith ſaid, Sir Thomas Cook's friends were en. 
tertained at Boyce's, and Mrs. Cox's, on the elec. 
tion-day : and Woodhall ſaid, thoſe who were there 
did not pay; and Brown declared, he had orders 
to give every one of Sir Thomas Cook's friends a 
flaggon of drink. 

' Byer ſaid, the voters for Sir Thomas Cook were 
entertained at the White Hart, and Queen's Head. 

George Wood ſaid, John Cox offered him a 
loom's work to vote for Sir Thomas Cook ; and 
Mr. Potter gave him a ſhilling, to poll for him 
and Sir Thomas Cook; which ſhilling was ſtopt 
after out of his wages, becauſe he voted for Sir Iſaac 
Rebow, and Sir Thomas Cook. 

Howell ſaid, the morning of the election there 
were about ſixteen of Sir Thomas Cook's friends at 
the Shoulder of Mutton ; and one Wall adviſed him 
to give a ſingle vote for Sir Thomas Cook, and 
gave him a by chain, and ſaid, he would pay the 
reckoning : he voted for Sir Iſaac, but the others 
voted for Sir Thomas Cook. 

Morris ſaid, Mr. Potter gave him two ſhillings 
and ſixpence, for coming from Chelmsford, to vote 
for him, and Sir Thomas Cook. 

And others ſpoke of their having five ſhillings 
paid each of them, for carrying Sir Thomas Cook 
in the former election. | 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Sir Thomas Cook is duly elected a burgeſs, 
to ſerye in this preſent parliament for this borough, 

That John Potter, efquire, is not duly elected 2 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. | 

The ſeveral reſolutions in theſe reports, being 
read a ſecond time, was agreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, the charge 
a member of this houſe, for bribery, is falſe and 

Ordered, that John Weely, agent for Sir Iſaac 
Rebow, for his corrupt practices, in endeavouring 
to procure the ſaid Sir Iſaac Rebow to be elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, be taken into cuſtody of the ſerzeant at 
arms attending this houſe. 

Reſolved, that the petition of ſeveral of the free- 
burgeſſes of the corporation of this borough, a- 
gainſt Sir Thomas Cook, a member of this houſe, 
is falſe and ſcandalous. | 

Ordered, that William Motte, junior, Ar- 
thur Winſley, junior, Peter Braſier, Edmund 
Johnſon, Thomas Gregſon, William Freeman, 
and William Leech, ſix of the faid petitioners, 
be ſeverally taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 
arms attending this houſe. | 

Jan. 10, 1705. A petition of Sir Thomas Cook, 


knight, was read; ſhewing, that, upon the death 


of Edward Bullock, eſquire, the petitioner was 4 
candidate 


againſt Sir Thomas Cook, 
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candidate at the election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in 
the preſent parliament for this borough ; but by 
the indirect practice of John Baynham, the mayor 
there, in making great numbers of freemen, after 
the vacancy and teſte of the writ, though they had 
no right before to freedom ; and admitting them, 
and others, to poll, who had no right; and refuſing 
to make free, and poll many, who would have 
voted for the petitioner, and who had a right to be 
made free; and by other indirect practices of the 
mayor, and the agents for Sir Thomas Webſter, 
he, the ſaid Sir Thomas Webſter, is returned, in 
wrong to the ſaid petitioner : and praying &c. 

Alſo, a petition of Samuel Great, Stephen Kin- 
ſum, John Rayner, Richard Daniel, John Hoy], 
and John Boggis, in behalf of themſelves, and other 
free - burgeſſes of the ſaid town, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that, upon the death of Edward Bullock, Sir 
Thomas Cook, and Sir Thomas Webſter, were 
candidates at the election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in 
the preſent parliament for this borough : that John 
Baynham, the mayor, after the vacancy, to the 
very day of the election, in a moſt unuſual manner, 
in ale-houſes and taverns, and private places (and 
not in the town-hall, as cuſtomary) did make above 
an hundred freemen for Sir Thomas Webſter, who 
had no right, being foreigners, alms-men, or mi- 
nors; and being aſked, it he intended to poll ſuch 

ons ? he anſwered, that was as he ſhould have 
occaſion; and they were polled for Sir Thomas 
Webſter : and yet the mayor refuſed to make ſeve- 
ral free, who demanded it, and had a right by 
birth or ſervice, becauſe he underſtood, they in- 
tended to vote for Sir Thomas Cook, who was duly 
choſen by a great majority of legal electors; but 
the mayor hath returned Sir Thomas Webſter, in 
violation of the privileges of the borough : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that they be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 11, 1706. A petition of Richard Daniel, 
John Bull, Robert Pitfield, Stephen Hinſom, John 
Hoyt, and John Boggace, on the behalf of them- 
ſelves and others, free-burgeſſes of this borough, 
was read; ſhewing, that, upon the death of John 
Bullock, eſquire, a precept was directed to John 
Baynham, mayor of this borough, to proceed to 
the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament, in 
the room of Mr. Bullock ; and Sir Thomas Cook, 


and Sir Thomas Webſter, were candidates: that the 


mayor, after the ſaid vacancy, to the very day of 
the election, in a moſt unuſual manner, in ale- 
houſes, and private places, made above an hundred 


freemen, who had no right thereto (moſt of whom 


polled for Sir Thomas Webſter) and denied to 
make ſeveral free, that had a right to their freedom, 
and would have voted for Sir Thomas Cook : that 


| the petitioners demanded a ſcrutiny, which the 


mayor promiſed them z but, when they required the 
books of entry of the freemen, by which only the 
ſcrutiny could be made, he refuſed to produce 
them; and declared Sir Thomas Webſter duly elect- 
ed, and hath returned him, though demand was 
made of a return for Sir Thomas Cook, who was 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned; by 
which, and other undue ices of Sir Thomas 
Webſter and his agents, the rights of the petitio- 
ners, and of the ſaid borough, are violated: and 
Praying &c. | ; 

Ordered, that- it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, 


OLCHESTER, 


Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
committee, That, before they proceed to enquire 
into the merits of any petition, preſented to the 
houſe this ſeſſion, touching elections, they do exa- 
mine, whether they be the ſame in ſubſtance with 
ſuch as were preſented the laſt ſeſſions of parlia- 
ment. 

Feb. 7. Ordered, that the report from the com- 

mittee of privileges and elections, touching the 
election for this borough, be made on Monday 
next. 
' Toth, Mr. Compton reported the matter upon 
the ſaid petition, upon the order of the houſe of the 
11th of December laſt ; by which it is an inſtructi- 
on to the committee of privileges and elections, 
that, before they proceed to enquire into the me- 
rits of any petition, preſented to the houſe this 
ſeſſion, touching elections, they do examine, whe- 
ther they be the ſame in ſubſtance with ſuch as were 
preſented the laſt ſeſſions of parliament : The com- 
mittee have examined, whether the petition, com- 
plaining of an undue election of Sir Thomas Web- 
ſter, baronet, to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 
rough, this ſeſſion, be the ſame in ſubſtance with 
the petition preſented the laſt ſeſſion; and, upon 
comparing both, they find, that the petition, pre— 
ſented this ſeſſion, is in the name of Richard Da- 
niel, John Bull, Robert Pitfield, Stephen Henſam, 
John Hoyt, and John Boggace, on belialf of them- 
ſelves, and other free-burgefies of the town ot Col- 
cheſter : 

That the petition, preſented laſt ſeſſion, was in 
the names of Samuel Great, Stephen Hinſam, John 
Rayner, Richard Daniel, John Hoyt, and John 
Buggis, on behalf of themſelves, and other free- 
burgeſſes of the town of Colcheſter : 

That the body of the petitions was verbatim * 


N. . 
The 


the ſame, but in reſpect of two of the petitioners, my 


who ſigned the petition this ſeſſion, viz. William + 
Bull, and Robert Pitſield, did not ſign the petition 
preſented the laſt ſeſſion. 


The committee reſolved, that the petition of Ri- H Sic orig. 


chard Daniel and others, free-burgeſſes of Colcheſter, 
preſented this ſeſſion, is not the ſame in ſubſtance 
with the petition of Samuel Great and others, free- 
burgeſles of Colcheſter, preſented to the houſe the 
laſt ſeſſion of parliament: whereto (on its being twice 
read) the houſe agreed, 

Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 
elections be diſcharged from hearing the matter, 
touching the merits of the ſaid election. | 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of William Gore, was 
read; ſhewing, that, at the laſt election of bur- 
geſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough, the petitioner, Sir Iſaac Rebow, and Sir 

* Thomas Webſter, were candidates : that Nathanael 
Lawrence, junior, mayor of the ſaid borough, re- 
fuſed divers votes for the petitioner, that were qua- 
lified, and admitted divers unqualified to vote againſt 
him, denying a ſcrutiny ; and hath unduly returned 
Sir Iſaac Rebow and Sir Thomas Webſter, who, 
with their agents, uſed many indirect practices; 
notwithſtanding which, the petitioner was duly e- 
lected by a majority, and ought to have been re- 
turned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter with their opinion. 

Jan. 22. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Thurſday next. 

27th. Mr. Freeman reported the matter — That 
the poll was—for Sir Thomas Webſter m— 

| r. 


diſter in 
words, 
Vide the 
petitions. 
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Mr. Gore 685. That the right of election was a- 
greed to be in the mayor, aldermen, common- 
council, and burgeſſes. That the queſtion was, 
whether the mayor, of his own authority, without 
the conſent of the counſel, can make foreigners free. 
Againſt ſuch authority in the mayor, ſeveral entries 
in the town · books were produced; viz. In 1654, an 
otder, that no foreigner ſhall be made free, without the 
conſent cf the majority of the common- council. 
And ſeveral inſtances were produced of perſons ad- 
mitted by the mayor and common-council, in 
the years 1656, 1657, 1658, 1685, and 1693. In 
1694, a disfranchiſ:ment, in the town-books, of an 
alderman for miſdemeanors : and Boyſe and Hay- 
ward ſaid, one of theſe miſdemeanors was, for 
making a perſon free in the year of his mayoralty 
(which was the precedent year) without conſent of 
the common- council. In July, 1697, an order in 
the town-book, that no foreigner ſhall be admitted, 
without conſent of the majority of the free - burgeſſes 
aſſembled in the common-hall. 

Mr. Potter ſaid, John“ Raynham, when he was 


Baynham. mayor in 1705-6, 62 days before the election to 


parliament, without conſent of the common- council, 
made an hundred foreigners free, and ſwore them, 
in the night time, in ale-houſes and taverns, with- 
out the town-clerk, who ought to ſwear them pub- 
lickly in the town-hall. 

For Sir Thomas Webſter, were called Mr. Ber- 
kin, Mr. Griggſon, and Mr. Glaſcock, who ſaid, 
all the mayors ſince 1697, but one or two, have, 
of themſelves, admitted foreigners, and there were 


ſome inſtances of the like admittance before, but 


very few. 

The committee came to this reſolution, That the 
mayor of this borough cannot make foreigners free 
of the ſaid borough, without conſent of the majo- 
rity of the aldermen and common-council. 

Upon this, the counſel for Sir Thomas Webſter 
admitted, the , petitioner had a majority: and the 
committee reſolved, that Sir Thomas Webſter, ba- 
ronet, is not duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament, for this borough, 


That William Gore, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 


geſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. = 

The ſaid reſolutions, being ſeverally read twice, 
were agreed unto by the houſe; and the return 
ordered to be amended. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of William Gore, and 
Nicholas Corſellis, was read; ſhewing, that at the e- 
lection of burgeſſes for this borough, Sir Thomas 
Webſter, Sir Iſaac Rebow, and the petitioners, were 
candidates: that ſeveral perſons were admitted to 
vote at the election for the ſaid Sir Thomas Webſter 
and Sir Iſaac Rebow, who had no right; and others, 
who had a right, and would have voted for the pe- 
titioners, were refuſed : by which means, bribery 
and other undue practices of the ſaid Sir Thomas 
Webſter and Sir Iſaac Rebow, their friends and 
agents, have procured themſelves to be returned to 
ſerve for the ſaid borough, in wrong to the peti- 
tioners, who had a majority at the ſaid election: 
and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

20th. A complaint being made to the houſe, 
that the town-clerk of this borough having been 
ſerved with an order of the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, for permitting Nicholas Cor- 
ſellis, eſquire, and his agents, to inſpe& the free- 
ſchool book, and any publick book, charters, pa- 


pers, or records; in order for the preparing to the 
hearing of the matter, touching the election for this 
borough before the ſaid committee, he, the aig 
town-clerk, had refuſed the ſame. 

| Whereupon one John Summers, ſervant to the 
faid Mr. Corſellis, was called in and examined at 
the bar, in relation to the matter of the ſaid com. 
plaint. | 

And the order of the ſaid committee, and the 
journal of the 25 Januarii, 8 Anne Regine, in the 
caſe of Sir Arthur Owen, were read. 

Reſolved, that Thomas Glaſcock, town-clerk of 
this borough, having refuſed to obey the order or 
the committee of privileges and elections, for per. 
mitting Nicholas Corſellis, eſquire, or his agents, to 
inſpect the publick books and records of the ſaid 
borough, be, for the ſaid contempt, taken into the 
cuſtody of the ferjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

13,1714. A petition of thefaid ThomasGlaſcock, in 
cuftody of the ſerjeant at arme, for his contempt in refuſ. 
ing to obey the orders of the chairman of the commit- 
tee of privileges and elections, for permitting Nicholas 
Corſellis, eſquire, or his agents, to inſpect the pub- 
lick books and records of Colcheſter, was preſented; 
ſnewing, the petitioner acknowledges his offence of 
diſobeying the orders of the chairman of the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections: and praying to 
be diſcharged out of cuſtody to return to Colcheſter, 
to ſhew obedience to the ſaid orders. 

It was moved that he be brought to the bar of 
the houſe on the next morning, in order to be diſ- 
charged; but diſagreed to. | 

April 5. Ordered, that ſaid Thomas Glaſcock be 
brought to the bar to-morrow morning, in order to 
his being diſcharged. 

6. The ſaid Thomas Glaſcock brought to the 
bar, reprimanded on his knees, and diſcharged. 

May 1. Ordered, that the report be received on 
Thurſday next. 

6. Sir Gilbert Dolben reported the matter upon 
the ſaid petition, touching the ſaid election, as fol- 
lows. 

The poll was for Sir Thomas Webſter 630, 

Sir Iſaac Rebow —— 604, 
Mr. Gore —— — 590, 
Mr. Corſellis — — 567. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the mayor, aldermen and common-council, and free- 
burgeſſes of this borough, not receiving alms. 

The queſtion was, whether the cod mmon- council, 
without free-burgeſſes, can make foreigners free: 

Againſt ſuch authority in the common-council ; 
the petitioners counſel argued, that this is a borough 
by preſcription, and therefore *tis requiſite the free- 
burgeſſes ſhould be preſent at the admiſſion of fo- 
reigners ; they alledged, there was no mayor of this 
borough till the 11th of Car. I. and produced the 
journal of the houſe of commons of the 28th of 
March, 1628, in the then controverted election for 
the borough ; whereby it appears, that, till the time 
of Richard I. this borough had no bailiffs; and, till 
the time of Edward the IVth. they had no common- 
council : that they alſo produced the following entries 
in the town- books; viz. 

Mar. 23, 1696. An order of common-council for 
admitting ſeveral perſons to freedom, upon payment 
of ſuch fines as this houſe ſhall think reaſonable, 
provided the free-buxgeſſes ſhall conſent thereto. 

April 27, 1697. An order of common-council, 
againſt foreigners ſetting up their trade before they 
have agreed with the mayor and aldermen, or the 
major part of them, for freedom. 

| 3 | July 
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July 6, 1696. An order of common- council, that, 
from henceforth, no perſon being a foreigner, and not 
having a right to freedom, ſhall be admitted a free- 
burgeſs, without the conſent of the free-burgeſſes aſ- 
ſembled in the common-hall, or the major part of 
them. 

The petitioner's counſel called, 

Henry Lamb, Miles Bull, and Robert Pls: ; 
who ſaid, they had known this borough, 20, 30, 
and 40 years, and the uſage of making foreigners 
free - burgeſſes, is, by calling a common-floor, which 
conſiſts of near 1,000 free-burgeſſes; who are ſum- 
moned by proclamation, made by the ſerjeant, in 
the ſeveral wards, by order of the mayor. 

That this uſage was infringed in 1705, when 
Mr. Rainham was mayor; ſome few inſtances were 
before that time, of admiſſions by the mayor alone, 
others by the mayor and common- council; ſince 
that time there have been many ſuch, but they look 
upon all ſuch admiſſions to be illegal for want of 
free-burgeſſes being preſent. | 

That if the free-burgeſſes conſent in a common- 
floor, to the admitting of, any particular freeman, 
they may be admitted by the mayor, and are good 
freemen. 

That it appeared by the town-books, that 125 
were admitted by Mr. Rainham, in 1705, without 
the town-clerk ; 80 of which, Sir Thomas Webſter 
and Mr. Rebow's counſel admitted, were foreigners. 
That it appeared by the journal, that in the laſt 
controverted election for this borough, the queſtion 
was, whether the mayor of his own authority, without 
conſent of the common-council, could make fo- 

reigners free; and upon the 27th of January, 1710, 
the houſe reſolved, N 

That the mayor could not make foreigners free 
without conſent of the majority of the aldermen 
and common- council. 

After which determination of the houſe, there is 
an order in the town- book, made by the common- 
council, upon the 17th day of July, 1711; where- 
by - the order of common-council of the 6th of 
July, 1697, againſt admitting foreigners without 
conſent of the mayor, aldermen, aſſiſtants, com- 
mon- council, and free-burgeſſes, or the major part 
of them, is repealed ; and divers foreigners having 
of late years been admitted, ſome for money paid, 
and others for honour and ſervices to the corpora- 
tion, for peace and tranquillity of the town; all 
perſons who have been ſworn free · burgeſſes before 
any mayor, upon taking oath again before the 
mayor, are, by the a are declared to be duly 
admitted and ſworn free-burgeſſes ; and for the fu- 
ture, the admiſſions and ſwearing of any perſon a 
free-burgeſs, having no antecedent right by birth, 

or actual ſervice of ſeven years apprenticeſhip, is 
declared to be ipſo facto void; and no. free-burgeſs 
be hereafter admitted and ſworn in any other place 
than the common-hall. ; 

. That the petitioner's counſel argued, that this, 


and the precedent orders of the common-council, 


are declaratory of a preſcriptive-right in the free- 
burgeſſes to be preſent at the admiſſion of fo- 
reigners. . 


That the ſitting-members council inſiſted, that 


the mayor and common-council do all corporate 
acts, and have the right of admitting foreigners to 
freedom ; that there is no inſtance to the contrary 


in any of the town- books, and that it does not ap- 


pear in any of thoſe books, that free-burgeſſes were 
ever preſent at the admiſſion of foreigners : they de- 


nied it was neceſſary to have ſuch burgeſſes preſent 
at fuch admiſſions: 


And they called, 

Mr. Nathanael Laurence; who ſaid, he was mayor 
in the year 1711: that the order of the 17th of July 
in that year, was made by the common- council in 
purſuance of the laſt reſolution of the houſe of com- 
mons ; which reſolution they then took into con- 
ſideration: and they alſo conſidered the condition of 
a great many perſons who had paid for freedom, 
which ſums the town was not in a condition to re- 
pay; therefore they made that order: and he ſaid, 
they had at that time, an account of thoſe who had 
been ſworn by the ſeveral mayors ; and ſaid further, 
that the common-council conſiſts of 12 aldermen, 
18 aſſiſtants, and 18 burgeſſes of the common- 
council; that the free-burgeſſes are not of the com- 
mon- council; that he has known the borough 30 
years, and never knew an inſtance of free- burgeſſes 
being preſent, or ſummoned to be preſent, at any 
admiſſion of freedom. 

That the committee came to this reſolution. 

Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, 
that the right of making foreigners, not having a 
right of freedom by birth or ſervice, freemen of the 
borough of Colcheſter, in the county of Eſſex, is in 
the mayor and free-burgeſſes of the ſaid * 
in common: hall aſſembled. 

One of the ſitting- members acquainted the com- 
mittee, that ſeveral freemen, who had no antecedent 
right, having been admitted by Mr. Johnſon, their 
late mayor, at an aſſembly, where were preſent many 
of the free burgeſſes, paying ſcot and lot, but not the 
free - burgeſſes at large; and many others, who had 
no antecedent right, having been admitted in former 
mayoralties, without conſent of the free- burgeſſes at 
large; the majority of votes upon the foot of this 
reſolution, is with the petitioners: and thereupon 
the committee came to the following reſolutions, viz. 

Reſolved, that it is the opinion of the committee, 
that Sir Thomas Webſter, baronet, is not duly e- 
lected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for the borough of Colcheſter, in the county of 
Eſſex. I 

| Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, 
that Sir Iſaac Rebow, knight, is not duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for the 
ſaid borough of Colcheſter. 

| Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, 
that William Gore, 'eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for the 
borough of Colcheſter. 

Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, 
that Nicholas Corſellis, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for the 
borough of Colcheſter. 

The ſaid reſolutions being read twice, were agreed 
unto by the houſe, and the return ordered to be a- 
mended. 

Mar. 30, 1715. A petition of Nicholas Corſellis, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, Sir Iſaac Rebow, knight, Richard 
Ducane, Samuel Ruſh, eſquires, and the petitioner, 
were candidates; that the petitioner was choſen by 
a majority of votes, duly qualified; yet by the par- 
tial and illegal practices of the mayor of the ſaid 
borough, in behalf of the ſaid Sir Iſaac Rebow, and 
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Mr. Ducane, in admitting ſeveral perſons to poll 


for them, who had no right, and refuſing others 
for the petitioner, who were duly qualified: that 
the ſaid Sir Iſaac Rebow, and Mr. Ducane refuſed 
to take the oaths appointed in the ninth year of the 
reign of her late Majeſty, for ſecuring the freedom 
of parliaments, &c. although required to it at the 

„ time 
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time of che ſaid election; notwithſtanding which, 
the mayor hath returned the faid Sir Iſaac Rebow, 
and Mr. Ducane, in prejudice. of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and eleQions, to examine the matters 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

OR. 18, 1722. A petition of Sir Iſaac Rebow, 
knight, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament, for this borough, 
Sir Thomas Webſter, baronet, Matthew Martin, 
eſquire, and the petitioner, were candidates: that 
by bribery and other illegal practices, made uſe of 
by and on the behalf of the faid Sir Thomas Web- 
ſter and Mr. Martin, they have procured them- 
ſelves to be returned for the ſaid borough, in pre- 
judice of the petitioner : and praying, &c. | 

' Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine into the matters 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 10, 1723. The petition of the ſaid Sir Iſaac 
Rebow, to the ſame effect was again read, and or 
dered in like manner. | 

Nov. 13, 1724. The petition of the ſaid Sir Iſaac 
Rebow, to the ſame effect, was again read, and re- 
ferred as before. 


CORFECASTLE 
Tue borough is within the ile of Purbeck 
£ and county of Dorſet z when it became a bo- 


rough, doth not appear; but its preſent privileges 
are fully ſet out in a charter granted thereto, by 


King Charles the IId. (which fee in the. Appendix) 
Its firſt return of burgeſſes to parliament was in the 


reign of Queen Elizabeth, who gave it the privi- 
lege of being 


her granting the lordſhip to Sir Chriſtopher Hatton. 
It doth not a that any elections were conteſted 
here until the reign of King Charles the ſecond, of 
which, and thoſe ſubſequent thereto, I ſhall give 
my reader the following memoirs : but before I 


enter upon theſe, I muſt not omit a ſmall ſpecimen 


of an unanimous election, which ſeems to be of an 
extraordinary nature; and is as follows. In 1603, 
Sir John Hobert and Mr. Dackham were returned, 


of whoſe election I have met with the following rela- 


tion, 
To the right worſhipful our aflured. frinde Sir 
« John Hobert, knight, give theſe,” London. 
« Right worſhipfull and our undoubted Kinde 


* frind, we the maior and barons of the borough 


** of Corff- Caſtell, within the iſle of Purbeck in 
the county of Dorſet, falute you in Chriſt. For- 
aſmuch as at the requeſt of the right worſhipfull 
* Sir Edward Cooke, knight, his Majeſty's attor- 
** ney-generall, we have elected and nominated you 
to be one of the burgeſſes for our ſaid 

* for the ſervice in his Majefty's moſt high courte 
Hof parliament; and for the other have choſen 
and elected this honeſt and kinde gentleman, Mr. 
Edward Dackham, our townſman, this bearer, 
** a man of ſufficient ability and Hvelihood. Our 
* requeſt therefore unto your worſhjpp is, that you 
* would be well pleaſed to affoord him your kind 
© aſſiſtance in furtheringe any ſuck motion as might 
© be thought beneficiall and for the good of our 
towne; as alfo in movinge Sir Edward Cooke, 
© that by his good counſel and direction a graunte 
from his excellent Majeſtic may (if poſſible) be 


repreſented in parliament about the- 
. 14th year of her reign, as Dr. Willis writes, upon 


| voted in a former election; and all tenants, for twenty 


<< had, for the corrobaration and confirmation of 
„the auntient liberties of our borough, which we 
* hold by charter; wherein, if you vouchfaſe to 
* manifeſt your love to our poore corporation, we 
* ſhall have no cauſe at all to repent us of our 
choice in electing you; but gratefully to accept 
„ the ſame, and reſt ever readie, to the uttmoſt 
* of our in what we may, to make requi. 
© tal as occaſion ſhall be miniſtred, Thus com- 
* mendinge your ſelf, and your ſerious affairs, to 
* the bleſſinge of the Allmightie, doe moſt humbly 
* take our leaves, 
« Corff-Caſtell, the Xth of March, 1603, 
„ Your worſhipps unknowne, _ 
yet kinde poore frindes, 
« Joun MiLLzs, maior, 
* AnTaHony Dorin, 
„ Wiitiam Browns, 
„ RopirT ABBoT, * 
„ Roszur DoLLixo, 
© Rogner Copy.” 


This letter is an inſtanos ef perſons in high ſta- 
tions intermeddling in the elections of members to 
ſerve in parliament, which has been always looked 
upon as deſtructive of the freedom of elections; and 
as ſuch I here inſert it. | 
March 19, 1678. A petition of Sir Nathanael 
Nappier, knight, was preſented, and read; com» 
plaining of an undue return of Peregrine Viſcount 
Dunblain, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough, to the petitioner's wrong and injury, 
who ought to have been returned. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the fame, with their opinion. | 
April 12, 1679. Sir Thomas Meeres reported 
from the ſaid committee, That they had taken into 
conſideration the matter of this election; and the 
queſtion was, Whether the free holders only of lands 
or houſes in the ſaid borough, that paid ſcot and 
lot, or all the freeholders and lkaſcholders gene- 
rally, had right to vote in the eſections; and whether 


the petitioner, or. ſitting-member, had the majo- 


rity. 
Sir Nathanael Napier called Richard Jones, and 
ſeveral other witneſſes; who ſaid, the freeholders, 
leaſeholders, and chattel-leaſes, always had right to 
vote; and a blind man, a beggar, who had a cottage, 


years or more, had rightz and one- Painter had a 
vote in Lord Latimer's election, though he had 
but a leaſe of years of Ogden, and paid to church 
and poor; and then the mayor invited all to the 
election, as well freeholders, as leaſcholders. That, 
at this election, the poor men were aſked, as well 
as the rich; and Mr. Culliford, an agent for Lord 
Dunblain, gave ſome one ſhilling, and ſome 18 d. 
for their hindrance of work: half a day, as they 
3 and Mr. Kennell's man faid, he had a 
guinea of Mr. Culliford for his vote in this election: 
that Sir Narhanael Nappier had 36 votes that pay 
ſcot and lot, of which but 5 were queſtioned by the 
mayor ; and Lord Dunblain but 16 or 15. 

Lord Dunblain called ſeveral witneſſes, to prove 
the right of election was in the freeholders paying: 
ſcot and lot only; and that he had the majority. 

Mr. Culliford ſaid, he was at Lord Latimer's 
election; and all the barons that the may- 
or, barons, and frecholders, paying. feot- and lot, 
had right of voting ar dlef&ions. 


And 
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And he and Ofborn proved, that the mayor, be- 


Jones ſaid, Mr. Ogden gave five pounds to the 
z and he never uſed to give money to the 
poor : but he ſaid; none of the voters. 

Sir William 'Portman, Mr. Savage, and Mr. 
Earl, member of the houſe, who were at the electi- 
on, ſaid, Sir Nathanael Napier had a majority of 
voters in their opinion: whereupon the committee 
reſolved, 

That Peregrine Viſcount Dunblain is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 

That Sir Nathanael Napier is duly elected a bur- 
gecſs, to ſerve, &c. for this borough : to both of 
which the houſe z and ordered the clerk of 
the Crown to attend on Monday, to amend the re- 
turn, | 
Ordered, that Edward Dackombe; mayor of this 
borough, be ſent for, in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 
arms attending this houſe, to anſwer his miſcarri- 
ages, in the returning of members to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough. 

Dec: 22, 1698: A petition of Richard Fownes, 
Hlquirez was read; ſetting forth, that he was a can- 
didate for this borough, to ſerve in this parliament, 
againſt William Culliford, eſquire, who is wrong- 
fully returned; and who, by treating at and before 
the election; and by divers other indirect practices, 
obtained ſeveral votes, to the petitioner's prejudice, 
who otherwiſe had been choſen; and returned: and 
praying relief in the premiſes. Alſo; 

A petition of Edward Clavell, eſquite, was read ; 
ſhewing, that the petitioner; and John Banks, eſ- 
quire, were candidates, at the late election of bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough 3 where Mr. Banks and his friends, in or- 
der to get a majority of votes, by ſeveral convey- 
ances, multiplied votes, contrary to a late act of 
parliament; and the mayor admitted ſuch to vote for 
Mr. Banks ; by which means he hath returned 
him, in prejudice of the petitioner, who was duly 
elected: and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that they be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections, to confider the matter 
thereof; and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 3, 1699. Ordered the report to be made on 
Thurſday morning next. 

6th. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported the matter 
upon the ſaid petitions ſeverally. 1. Upon the pe- 
tition of Mr. Fownes againſt Mr. Culliford ; and; 
as to them; that the poll was thus 

For Mr. Culliford 85, 
For the petitioner 52: 

Bur the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that there 

had been treating, promiſes, and threats, made uſe 


ef by Mr. Culliford, for obtaining votes: and 


called, 

Captain William Collins, and Henry Collins his 
ſon; who ſaid, Mr. Culliford's family lived many 
years within two miles of this borough; and that his 
lady and family reſided at captain Collins's, about 
a mile diſtant from this borough; for ſomę time 


before the election; and Mr. Culliford, and his 
kinſman, and another, came down, and ſtaid there 
a month or five weeks before the election; for 
which Mr. Culliford paid him ſeven guineas: that 
ſeveral of the Corfecaſtle people, who were voters, 
came; particularly Mr. Saunders, the mayor, and 


Mr. Smith, by his wife's invitation; and ſeveral 


of the Corfe=caſtle people were made to drink by 
Mr. Culliford : but faid, it was but as uſual, and that 
he did not charge Mr. Culliford any thing for it. 

Henry Collins ſaid more particularly, that his 
father's houſe was made an houſe of entertainment 
for Corfe people, and the greateſÞ part of them 
have come there; whereof he named Saunders, 
Smith, Row, Dolling, Latin; Clerk, and Speer : 
that Mr. Cnlliford invited two or three of them to 
dine with him, who came at dinner time to the 
houſe; and a great deal of drink was diſtributed 
by Mr: Culliford ; but could not ſay he paid for 
it, or ordered it; but Mr. Culliford had drink in 
a particular cellar, which he called for, for the Corte 
people : that he did not know Mr. Culliford aſked 
their votes, only one Mr. Gentle, who was treated 
there, ſaid, that he had promiſed Mr. Culliford his 
vote: that the dinners were ſomething extraordi- 
nary, whilſt Mr. Culliford was there; but could 
not ſay, there was more provided for the Corte 
men, nor who paid for it. 

George White ſaid, about a fortnight before the e- 
lection he dined at captain Collins's ; but could not 
ſay any other voter dined there : that Mr. Culliford 
had promiſed him to provide for his ſon, and he 
brought him with Him that day : that he aſked his 
vote; but he refuſed, and voted for Mr. Fownes, and 
Mr. Banks : that Mr. Culliford told him, his drink 
was almoſt out; and he was forced to ſend for half an 
hogſhead, to treat his friends, from Saunders; and 
that Mr: Culliford gave him about a pound of to- 
bacco, about three weeks before the election. 

It was alſo inſiſted, that there had been treating by 
Mr. Culliford's agents, and for that called Framp- 
ton ; who ſaid, that Atford, who he knew aſked votes 
for Mr. Culliford, about three weeks befote the 


election, deſired his father to come to his (Framp- 


ton's) houſe, where he (Atford) aſked his vote for 
Mr. Culliford; and Arford called for ſix flaggons 
of ale, which he paid for : that his father voted 
for Mr. Fown&s, and Mr. Culliford ; but he himſelf 
refuſed to be for Mr. Culliford : he alſo ſaid, Mr. 
Culliford, about ten days before the election, aſked 
Gardner for his vote; who ſaid, he had none; but, if 
he could get a debt owing from Harriſon's children, 
he could get Tho. Robert's vote; which Mr. Cul- 
liford promiſed to endeavour to do, and if he could 
not; he would pay it himſelf : and White ſaid, 
Robetts did vote for Mr. Culliford, and Mr. Banks. 
White alſo ſaid, one Snell; who managed for Mr. 
Culliford, fent for him, and threatned to ſue him, 
if he did not vote for Mr. Culliford ; and did ſo; 
and got a judgment of him, which put him to 
great charge : he alſo ſaid, he believed Mr. Culli- 
ford had got Jones an employment of thirty pounds 
per annum; alſo Robert Row, John Goodwin, and 
Anthony Thurſman, places: that Thurſman had no 
vote, and had his place within twelve months ; 


but the others had them longer. 


To anſwer this, were called Mr. Smith and others; 
who ſaid, ſeveral of them had been at Mr. Collins's 
with Mt. Culliford; and that there was never more 
than a diſh extraordinary, upon the account of Mr. 
Culliford's being there: and ſeveral of them ſaid, 


they had been at publick houſes with Mr. Culliford, 


where 


| 
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where they paid their ſhares, and Mr. Culliford 
paid no more; and ſaid, he could not, becauſe it 
was againſt the act: and Rowe and Clark ſaid, they 
never dined at captain Collins's; neither had they 
drank a quart, put it all together, there. 

Smith ſaid, he dined once at captain Collins's, 
being aſked by Mrs. Collins; and Mr. Saun- 
ders, the mayor, was with him: that he never 
aſked George White for his vote ; but he owing 
him thirty pounds, ſome of it almoſt twenty yeavs, 
he did ſue him for it: he owned, he had forty 
pounds a year, but paid twenty pounds rent out of 
it, and the remainder was mortgaged for 200 pounds : 
he alſo ſaid, Frampton was a Fu hungry fellow, 
and had no trade. 

And Francis Alford aid, they called at old 
Frampton's, whoſe drink being bad, they went to 
young Frampton's, and he paid for half a dozen, 
and old Frampton paid for two or three pots ; but 
there was no diſcourſe of the election, till they came 
out of the houſe. 

Mr. Culliford, junior, ſaid, young: Collins kept 
bad company, and had a prejudice againſt his fa- 
ther, for informing captain Collins of his ill beha- 
viour; and repeated ſome of his ill practices, as 
taking a letter from the poſt-houſe, and threatning 
to cut his father's throat : whereupon, the com- 
mittee reſolved, 

That William Culliford, eſquire, is not duly elet- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

That Richard Nen eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this * parliament for 
this borough. 

Upon the petition of Mr. Clavell againſt Mr. 
Banks, the poll was, 

For Mr. Banks 70, 
For the petitioner - 63. 

11 appeared, the right of election was in the leſſees 

for years, paying ſcot and lot; alſo, in ſuch per- 
ſons who had the frechold in reverſion, upon ſuch 
leaſe for years. 
Ihe petitioner's counſel infiſted, ſeveral had voted 
for Mr. Banks, who had no right to vote. The 
firſt excepted to were five, who were only truſtees 
for a charity : and it was admitted by Mr. Banks's 
counſel, they had no freehold in Corfe, but in re- 
ſpect of Mr. Collet's charity, and paid the profits 
to the poor of Winborne. 

Robert Rowe was called ; who ſaid, the truſtees 
for- this charity were always reckoned as one vote, 
and only one was allowed at ſerjeant Bond's, and 
Mr, Banks's election; and they were objected to for 
the convention parliament, between Mr. Ogden and 
Mr. Culliford; but the mayor allowed them againſt 
Mr. Culliford's will: and Rowe ſaid, he voted for 
a chattel-leaſe of the ſame eſtate. 

The next exception was to 14, who having pur- 
chaſed an eſtate, formerly Mr. Dackham's, which 
the petitioner inſiſted was ſplitting, againſt the late 
act; but Mr. Banks's counſel produced the deeds, 


and called Mr. Dackham, who ſaid, the deeds were 


ſealed on the 12th of February laſt was 12 months: 

that they were of different tenements, and were ſe- 
veral of them executed a great while after the con- 
tracts were made; nor was it then known who 
would be candidates: and five others were ſealed at 
the ſame time; one of which voted for Mr. Culli- 
ford and Mr. Clavell, and another for Mr. Banks 
and Mr, Culliford, and fold to ſeveral . perſons to 
make the moſt money of the eſtate: that the reaſon 


af ſealing them together, was becauſe of the truſtecs, 
33 


which were the two St. Loes, one of which lived 
in. London, and the other in Dorſetſhire. - But in 
anſwer to chis, was called, Mr. Smell, and Mr. 
John Culliford ; who ſaid, that on the th of March 
was 12 months, Mr. William Culliford deſired Mr. 
Dackham, when he diſpoſed of the reverſion of his 
tenement, he might have the refuſal, which Mr. 
Dackham engaged he ſhould ; but faid, he did not 
deſign to ſell it; and Mr. Smith ſaid, at that time, 
he gave a receipt for rent in arrear for ſeveral years, 
and for rent which would be due at Lady- day 
following. Mr. John Culliford ſaid, Pyke had only 
in Corfe 4 d. a year chief rent, but was not except- 
ed to at the ſcrutiny. 

They alſo excepted to ſeveral who had no freeholds. 

Speer ſaid, that Cole owned, at the election, he 
had conveyed. his freehold to his ſon; but he did 
not vote for it, living three miles out of town; 

And Speer and Saunders were examined as to 

others, but could not ſpeak. poſntively. -- 
Smith ſaid, Grove had no freehold till his mo- 
ther's death; that Collins has no freehold, but be- 
longs to Hawkins; that John Trew and Mr. Fitch 
art no freeholders; and Mr.  Benfield, junior, and 
Butter never pretended to any thing till now ; that 
William Talbot's houſe belongs to three, and Cole 
owned his reſigning to his ſiſter. 

To anſwer this, Mr. Banks called Frampton; 
who ſaid, Talbot had a freehold, called the George, 
by deſcent ; that John Trew had a tenement by aſ- 
ſignment from his mother, and paid taxes; that 
Collins had lands left him and his brother, and en- 
joyed it jointly : Jerom Butler had an houſe and 
garden by inheritance; that part of the houſe fell 
down, and he lets the garden; that Grove had lands 
in like manner; and in the convention parliament 
of Charles the ſecond, the truſtees for Winborn 
charity had all votes allowed. a 

Frampton ſaid, Speer had a leaſe, but bad loft 
it, and his landlord had given him a note, that he 
ſhould hold it for life. 

The petitioner's counſel admitted that three of 
their votes were alms-men. Hereupon the committee 
reſolved, 

That John Banks, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent en for this bo- 
rough. 

The firſt reſolution concerning Mr. Culliford's 
þ ah being read, was agreed to by the houſe. 
The ſecond reſolution, that Mr. Fownes was e- 
lected, was, on a ſecond reading, — to by 
the houſe. 

The third reſolution, that Mr. Banks was cletted, 
was, on the ſecond reading, agreed to by the houſe. 

Ordered a warrant for a new . in the room 
of Mr. Culliford. 

Nov. 16. A petition of William Culliford, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that, a late election 


for this borough, for a burgeſs to ſerve in parlia- 


ment, being declared void as to Richard Fownes, 
eſquire, and the petitioner, a new writ iſſued for 


another election, and they again were candidates; 


but Henry Dackombe, the mayor, openly declared 
himſelf in favour of Mr. Fownes, and arbitrarily 
refuſed to poll for the petitioner, many legal votes, 
and admitted ſeveral to vote for Mr. Fownes, who 
had no right to vote; yet, notwithſtanding ſuch in- 
direct practices, the petitioner had a majority of le- 
gal votes, and ought to have been returned, the 
majority appearing upon the caſting up of the poll; 
but the mayor declared he would return Mr. Fownes 


for all that: nor could the petitioner prevail _ 
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the mayor to enter on a ſcrutiny of thoſe who were 
queried, and agreed to be examined after the poll; 
but in breach of truſt, and prejudice of the petitio- 
ner, he proclaimed Mr. Fownes to be duly elected: 
and praying &c. Alſo, | 
A petition of the ſeveral magiſtrates, burgeſſes, 
and inhabitants of this borough, was preſented, and 
read; ſhewing, that a new writ iſſued for the elec- 
tion of a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for this borough, in the room of William Culliford, 
eſquire, whoſe late election, in competition with 
Richard Fownes, eſquire, was adjudged void, the 
ſaid Mr. Culliford and Mr. Fownes were again can- 
didates ; but the mayor reſolving, right or wrong, 
to carry the election for Mr. Fownes, did not only 
refuſe to poll a great many of legal electors for Mr. 
Culliford, who were admitted in all former elections; 
but admitted others to poll for Mr. Fownes, who 
had no right, nor were ever polled before; and tho? 
the petitioners often deſired the mayor to proceed 
in this as in former elections, yet he would not; 
but arbitrarily carried on the election in behalf of 
Mr. Fownes, without the leaſt regard to the people's 
right; and yet Mr. Culliford had a greater number 
of legal votes; but the mayor declared Mr. Fownes 
to be duly elected, and has returned him in viola- 
tion of the rights of this. borough, which are in 
danger of being totally ſubverted without relief of 
this houſe : and praying conſideration of the pre- 
miſes, and that the mayor may anſwer for his illegal 


ces. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 1. Ordered the report be made to- 
morrow morning. | 

2d. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter on 
the ſaid petitions; that the right of election was 

to be in ſuch as have eſtate of inheritance, 
or freehold on a leaſe for years determinable on life 
or lives, paying ſcot and lot. 

On the mayor's poll there were, 

For Mr. Fownes — 61, 
For the petitioner — 53. | 

The petitioner's counſel complained of great par- 
tiality in the mayor, and inſiſted they would add 19 
to their poll who had voted at the laſt election, and 
ſeven others whoſe right accrued ſince. As to the 
partiality of the mayor they called, 

Cobb; who ſaid, the mayor aſked him to vote 
for Mr. Fownes before the election, and he ſaid he 
had no reaſon for it, having loſt his work for vot- 
ing for him before. The mayor promiſed him his 
work again, and ſaid, if he wanted money, though 
he was ſtraightned, he would pay him a guinea in 
part of what he owed him, which he did pay; 
but he did not acknowledge, that before he threat- 

ned to arreſt the mayor for the money. He alſo 
faid, the mayor went about to aſk votes for Mr. 
Fownes from houſe to houſe, and the night before 
the election, the mayor and Mr. Fownes came into 
the Ship, where he was, and being told Mr. Culli- 
ford and Mr. Roſe were above; the mayor ſaid, if 
Mr. Fownes had but five votes next day, he would 
return him. This was ſpoke by the mayor to Mr. 
Fownes over his ſhoulder, to which Mr. Fownes 
did not reply; but Cobb owned, Mr. Fownes pro- 
miſed him nothing for his vote; nor has he had 
the - mayor's work ſince; and he voted for Mr. 
Culliford. | | 

Furzman ſaid, he voted for Mr. Culliford ; but 
the mayor 6 and aſked his vote 


for Mr. Fownes, but he refuſed him; whereupon 
the mayor ſaid, if Mr. Culliford had 100 votes 
more than Mr. Fownes, he would return Mr. 
Fownes. | 

George Gould ſaid, he was at the poll, and took 
notice that his father was called to vote, and though 
the mayor knew him to be a good vote, he in- 
ſiſted to ſee his deeds, which he made him ride ten 
miles for, and after ſet down the vote without in- 
ſpecting them; and he (Gould) and Mr. Smith ſaid; 
after the poll was over, Mr. Culliford telling the 
mayor he had a majority, and deſiring to be return- 
ed, he anſwered, what if you have? it is no matter 
for that, I will return Mr. Fownes ; and Mr. Smith 
ſaid, if any one voted for Mr. Culliford, though he 
lived a great way off, he would compel him to go 
for his deeds : and, 

Mr. Smith and Mr. Goodwin ſaid, the mayor 
was partial in polling, particularly as to one Froſt ; 
who, although he bought his lands of the mayor 
three months before the election, yet the mayor re- 
fuſed his vote, ſaying, he knew he had a vote, but 
ſhould not be allowed then, though he ſhould at 
another time.—Mr. John Goodwin ſaid, he took 
the poll for Mr. Culliford by the mayor's direction, 
and Mr, Culliford deſired him to caſt it up, and he 
found 78 for Mr. Culliford, and 59 for Mr. Fownes 
whereupon Mr. Culliford ſaid, that having the ma- 

Jority he expected to be returned; and the mayor 
ſaid, no matter for that, he would return Mr. 
Fownes; and Mr. Culliford demanded a ſcrutiny, 
which the mayor refuſed,- and ſaid there was no oc- 
caſion for it, 

Mr. Glover delivered in the mayor's poll, in 
which the numbers were as before, only three que - 
ries entered as to three of the petitioner's voters. 

Then the petitioner's counſel proceeded to juſtify 
19, which they alledged they ſhould juſtify, as 
having voted at the former election, and were now 
refuſed : and called, 

Mr. Robert Culliford and Mr. Smith; who ſaid, 
they were at the election Auguſt was 12 month, at 
which there was the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny that ever they 
ſaw, by all the four candidates; and named the 19, 
viz. Brown, Hayward, Chubb, Roberts, Dolling, 
Speek, Hibbs, Randyl, Pargit, Beer, Tom, Senell, 
Solomon, Snook, Long, Roe, junior, Furzman, 
Camell, and Thomſon : Of theſe they allowed 
Randyl, Toms and Snook, received alms, and So- 
lomon had received bread. Roberts and Brown 
were admitted by Mr. Fownes's council. As to 
the others, they produced Solomon's leaſe of a cot- 
tage and piece of ground for his life ;——Roe's leaſe 
for life, but no livery ;-—Camell's deed of a garden, 
with ſeizin; Hayward's deed for life, with ſeizin ; 
Furſman's deed, without ſeizin; Thomſon's deed 
for lives, without livery ; Chubb's leaſe for years, 
determinable on lives to Cobb, whoſe daughter 
married to Thomas Chubb: and then called Mr. 
Smith ; who ſaid, Hibbs married Hayward's daugh- 
ter and heir, who was intitled to a meadow in Corfe 
worth about 4 1. per year, and had voted 20 years, 
and ſince Hibbs had; but ſaid he believed he 
claimed under a leaſe for years, but paid to church 
and poor. 

Dolling voted Auguſt was 12 months, and was al- 
lowed that he was his father's eldeſt ſon, but could 
not ſay, whether his mother or he had the poſ- 
ſeſſion. | 

Smith and Roe faid, Long had a freehold of 
40 8. per year from his grandfather, and voted at 
the ſame election for Mr. Banks and Mr. Fownes. 
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Row faid, he was preſent when Speck bought a 
tenement of Randyll, and paid for it, and it was 
always voted for; 

That about 10 or 11 years ſince, Pargit bought 

a freehold leaſe of a tenement of Norman, and has 
had it ever ſince. 

Smith ſaid, Senell had a leaſe for 80 years, if he 
lived ſo long, of an houſe of Mr. Hayter, and voted 
in Auguſt was 12 months for Mr. Banks and Mr. Ca- 
vell, and was taxed at 1 d. 

As to the ſeven whoſe titles accrued ſince, 
John Froſt was proved by Mr. Smith, that his fa- 
ther bought an eſtate of the mayor, and three 
months before the election it was aſſigned to him; 
that the deed was produced, and the -mayor faid, it 
ſhould not then be allowed, but. ſhould at another 
time. It was owned, that he had not had it long 
enough to pay church and poor; and George Gould 
ſaid, he heard the mayor ſay, he knew he had a 
vote and ſhould paſs next time. 

T. Summers ſaid, James Summers had 5 l. or 
61. per year freehold ; and they, prodused a con- 


veyance to Margaret Fry in fee with ſeizin, and 


Fry's will; by which it was given to Summers's 
mother, whos heir he was. 

Row ſaid, John Bythewood had 20 1. per annum, 
but did not know his title. —Goodwin ſaid, Bythe- 
wood's father voted 20 years ago for Sir Nathanael 
Napper, but could not ſay, whether he was rated; 
and being further examined, could not ſay, whether 
it was for land or houſes. But 

Furzman and Clark ſaid, he (Bythewood) had the 
ſame eſtate his father had ; that he paid King's tax 
and all duties but to church and poor, and that his 
father had voted formerly. 

They then produced a conveyance to John Har- 
ris's mother, and an aſſignment from John Brooks 
to Harris without livery z but Smith ſaid, Brooks 
married Harris's mother, and ſhe was living. 

For Samuel Preſby a deed was read, being a leaſe 
for lives, without livery. 

For Francis Alford, a leaſe for lives. 

Lewis Cockram was given up, and not inſiſted 

on by the petitjoner's counſel, ſo no title en, 
it being owned he voted as a truſtee. 
They then excepted to 12 of Mr. Fownes's s votes, 
but gave up John Brown, one of them, as a miſ- 
take in the name, and four as truſtees of a charity. 
Mr. Richard Fownes was given up-by Mr. Fownes's 
counſel. 

Mr. Smith ſaid, Mr. St. Loe had no eſtate, but 
voted as the mayor's guardian; and Goodwin alſo 
ſaid, he had no eſtate. 

Charles Savage was only a truſtee for Sir John 
Hankam's eſtate which was ſold before the election. 

Speer has no leaſe, doth not pay to church and 

oor, nor ever voted before. | 

That Webber's houſe and garden are not above 
20 ſhillings yearly, and he and his landlord both 
voted for Mr. Fownes for it. 

As to William Butler, he and Benfield voted for 
the ſame eſtate, and doth not pay to church and 
poor: and Joſeph Marſh is reported to have bought 
a {mall eſtate, but no conveyance was made at the 
time of the hearing by the committee. -_ 

Mr. Fownes's counſel were then heard on behalf 
of the mayor, againſt the charge of partiality, and 
as to refuſing votes, and they excepted to three who 
had polled for the petitioner : that two or three 
voted for Mr. Fownes, but the mayor ſaid, they 
were made ſince the laſt election, and he would not 
allow them; and the firſt he refuſed, offered them- 


{elves for Mr. Fownes. 


As to the charge of the mayor's partiality, Mr. 
Moreton and Mr, Ogden ſaid the mayor carried 
himſelf very fair; and Mr. Ogden ſaid, it was al. 
lowed ſo by Mr. Culliford's counſel, but Mr. Cy]. 
liford made ſhort ſpeeches, and aſperſed the gentle. 
men, which enraged the mob, and they abuſed colo- 
nel Strangeways, Mr. Freke and others.. 

Webber ſaid, he knew David Hibbs, and that he 
had no eſtate in the borough, the eſtate being his wife 
mother's, who paid taxes for it; that what eſtate 
Beer had, came to him by the death of Mr, Painter, 
which was ſold by Painter's adminiſtrators ; and 
though he had the eſtate before the election, he did 
not pay taxes for it to church and poor, before the 
election: that Solomon has bread weekly, and been 
relieved ſeven years ago and ſince, and particularly 
in the election year occaſionally : — that . 
Row's freehold was not above 12 d. a year: chat 
he knew of no eſtate Camel had, but Brown was 

and paid the King's taxes.-—As to Hay- 
ward, he could not ſpeak ; but ſaid, that Dollen had 
no eſtate, for the right was in his mother.—As to 
William Long, he could not ſpeak ; but ſaid that 
Anthony Furzman's father was * and he not 
in poſſeſſion. 

It was owned, that Thomſon had a freehold leaſe 
from the church-wardens : that Chubb declared he 
had no right to vote, having ſold his leaſe to Speer 
before the election. As to William Snook and 
Thomas Pargit, he could not ſpeak. That Samuel 
Senel had nothing to vote for ; but that the right 
was in, Hayter, who had a leaſe from the corpora- 
tion, and voted. As to the ſeven whoſe right accrued 
ſince the laſt election, Webber ſaid, that Summers 
had no eſtate, for it was his mother's, and his father 
was living and in poſſeſſion. Bythewood had a chat- 
tle leaſe in the liberty, but paid ſcot and lot to 
Studland. John Harris's mother had the firſt houſe 
in the eſtate, and was poſſeſſed of it. As to thoſe of 
the 19, not ſpoke to by Webber ; George White 
teſtified, that Hayward, did not pay to church and 
poor, and had no freehold. As to Long, Saunders 
declared the eſtate was aſſigned to him, and he paid 
ſcot and lot for it. As to Pargit, Norman had the 
whole,. and paid taxes for it. That Froſt's eſtate 
was a chattle leaſe, and bought juſt before the elec- 


tion, and he had not paid taxes for it. 


Mr. Fownes's counſel then proceeded to juſtify 
their own votes excepted to: and White ſaid, the 
truſtees for the charity had voted for twenty years, 
except at Bond's election, when they were excepted 
to. Mr. Fownes was given up by the ſitting- mem- 
ber's counſel. Speer had voted at the election Au- 
guſt was twelve months; ſhewed his deeds; and has a 
freehold in right of his wife. Mr. Humphrys ſaid, 
Mr. Savage ſhewed the copy of the act, whereby he 
was made a truſteee, to Mr. Culliford's counſel, and 
was allowed to have an eſtate in fee. Jones ſaid, 


St. Loe had a freehold, and was in poſſeſſion ; but 


it was owned, he was only a truſtee : that Marſh 
bought a freehold of one Slough : that Butler has 
had a freehold from his father theſe two years : that 
Webber has a freehold between him and another. 
As to Speck, he was aſked by Jones to aſſign his 
leaſe for a ſecurity for money; he ſaid, it was in 
Mr. Culliford's hands. 

They then excepted againſt three, who voted for 
the petitioner. Jones ſaid, Troop, junior, had no 
eſtate in Corfe; it being his mother's: he did not 
know that Gentile had any eſtate; nor did he vote 
before: that as to Robert Symonds, he never knew 
he had any eſtate till the laſt election; . 
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ſaid, he had it of his brother, but ſhewed no deeds; 
and John Symonds's will was read. 

The petitioner's counſel, in reply, as to thoſe three, 
called Mr. Smith; who ſaid, Gentile, he knew, had 
a freehold of about five ſhillings yearly : that Toop 
had a place of ten ſhillings yearly : and there was 
not a better vote in Corfe than Symonds's. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Richard Fownes, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : which, on the ſecond reading, was agreed 
to by the houſe. 

Jan. 6, 1701. A petition of divers electors of this 
borough, on behalf of themſelves, and others the 
electors of this borough, was read; ſhewing, that, 
contrary to the act of parliament for regulating 
elections, the mayor of this borough gave notice on 
Wedneſday the 19th of November laſt, to proceed 
to the election of members to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, on Saturday the 22d of that month; 
and did accordingly proceed to the election, and 
hath returned Richard Fownes, and John Banks, 
eſquires z whereby the petitioners are defeated of 
chooſing their due repreſentatives, . . . if due notice 
had been given, purſuant to the directions of the 
ſaid act: and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. . 

March 30, 1715. A petition of John Banks, and 
Richard Fownes, eſquires, was read ; ſhewing, that 
at the election for this borough, the petitioners, 
Dennis Bond, and William Oakden, eſquires, ſtood 
candidates : that the petitioners had a majority of 
legal votes, but that multitudes of pretended votes 
were allowed by the mayor ; and that the ſaid may- 
or returned the ſaid Mr. Bond, and Mr. Oakden : 
and that the ſaid Mr. Bond, and Mr. Oakden, were 
guilty of other illegal practices, to procure them- 
ſelves to be elected; and the petitioners are inform- 
ed, that the ſaid Mr. Bond is not qualified: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine into the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 11. Ordered, that leave be given to with- 


+ draw the ſaid petition. 


Dec. 10, 1718. A petition of Joſhua Churchill, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough, in the room of William Okeden, eſquire, 
the petitioner, and John Banks, eſquire, were can- 
didates: that John Benfield, mayor of the ſaid 
borough, eſpouſing the intereſt of the ſaid Mr. 
Banks, admitted of unqualified voters to poll for 
him; and ſeveral other indirect practices were made 
uſe of, in favour of the ſaid Mr. Banks; notwith- 
ſtanding which illegal proceedings, the petitioner 
had a majority of legal votes: that the ſaid mayor 
has nevertheleſs, in farther injury and wrong to the 
petitioner, and his electors, made an illegal ſpecial 
return of the ſaid Mr. Banks, and the petitioner; 
although the petitioner had a great majority of 
votes, even by the mayor's poll, after the ſcrutiny : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

lith. A petition of John Banks, eſquire, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of a burgeſs 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
in the room of William Okeden, eſquire, deceaſed, 


the petitioner, and Joſhua Churchill, eſquire, were 
candidates : that John Benfield, mayor, admitted a 
great number of voters to poll for the ſaid Mr. 


- Churchill, which had no right to vote: that a con- 


ſiderable number of ſplit voices were admitted to 
poll for the ſaid Mr. Churchill, in manifeſt violati- 
on of the laws, and to the great prejudice of the pe- 
titioner : that, notwithſtanding theſe and other ille- 
gal practices, the petitioner had a conſiderable ma- 
jority on the poll, of legal and undiſputed voices, 
yet the mayor made a ſpecial return of the ſaid 
Joſhua Churchill, in prejudice to the petitioner : 
and praying &c. wel 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion : 

And that both the ſaid petitions be heard at the 
ſame time. 

Jan. 20. Ordered, that the report be received 
to-morrow morning. 

21ſt. Mr. Hampden, according to order, report- 
ed the matter of the ſaid election: 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
ſuch perſons as are ſeized in fee, in poſſeſſion or 
reverſion, of any meſſuage, tenement, or corporeal 
hereditament, within this borough ; and in ſuch 
perſons as are tenants for lite, or lives; and, for 
want of: ſuch freehold, in tenant⸗ for years, deter- 
minable on any life or lives, paying ſcot and lot 
and in no others: 

That the poll was, for Mr. Churchil 1 50, 

for Mr. Banks 129: 

That Mr. Churchill's counſel complained of great 
partiality, and arbitrary proceedings, of the mayor, 
in favour of Mr. Banks : and called, 

Mr. Thomas Cooper, junior; who proved ſer- 
vice of an order of the committee, in December 
laſt, upon Mr. John Benfield, the preſent mayor, 
and upon Mr. William Dowdall, the late mayor, 
for producing the charters, in their cuſtody, to be 
inſpected by Mr. Churchill's agents : that they 
trifled with thoſe agents, put them off to different 
times and places, and then pretended the order to 
be of no authority, for want of a ſeal; and did 
not, though required, produce the ſaid charters, 
which they owned to be in their cuſtody : Lat 

That, at the election, the mayor ſhewed all ima- 
ginable partiality againſt Mr. Churchill, in faveur 
of Mr. Banks, and made unreaſonable objections to 
Mr. Churchill's voters; viz. to one, who had been 
in poſſeſſion, and had voted for forty years, for not 
proving the marriage of his father, that had been 
dead ſixty years: to a diſſenter, for not proving he 
had received the Sacrament within a year before 
the election: to a tenant by the courteſy, for not 
producing his title: and to others, who had voted 
twenty, forty, and ſixty years, for not producing 
their titles : and where titles were in the ſame cir- 
cumſtances, as in coparcenary, or the like, he re- 
fuſed them for Mr. Churchill, and admitted them 
for Mr. Banks: that he put all poſſible difficulties 
on Mr. Churchill's fide, and admitted all Mr. 
Banks's voters without ſcruple, though objected to; 
declaring, he knew thoſe votes to be good: 

That the counſel for Mr. Banks alledged, that 
the mayor had difficulties upon him at the time of 
the election; but had ſince found, that his poll, 
wherein Mr. Churchill has ſuch majority, as before- 
mentioned, is right; and in favour of the mayor, 
they called, 

Harry Parker, eſquire; who ſaid, he attended at 


the election, and that he thought the mayor acted 
I rather 
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rather in favour of Mr. Churehill, than Mr. Banks : 
that ſome point of law and difficulty did ariſe at the 


election, particularly under Mr. Okeden's ſettle- 
ment, with reſpect to his having levied, or not le- 


vied, a fine, which point affected ſeveral voters; and 
though a copy of that ſettlement was produced, 


there was no ſatisfaction given, touching any fine 


levied thereon-; and that Mr. Okeden, in his life, 
would give no ſatisfaction in that point, though 
often deſired : that the votes, objected to, were taken 
with queries, in order to be adjuſted by a ſcrutiny 
after the poll, but Mr. Churchill, or his agent, re- 
fuſed to give any ſatisfaction therein: and the wit- 
neſs ſaid, he thought the mayor's behaviour in the 
election was ſo fair, that, had he been in the may- 
or's place, he ſhould have done as the mayor did : 
That Mr. John Poulden ſaid, he has known the 
borough above twenty years, has been mayor, and 
was at this election; and that he thought the mayor 
acted without partiality. 

The committee reſolved, 

That John Banks, eſquire, is not duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That Joſhua Churchill, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That it appears, that John Benfield, mayor of 
this borough, is guilty of divers arbitrary, and il- 
legal practices, in the late election, and return, of a 
member to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough; and of a contempt, in not obeying the 
order of this committee for the producing the 
charters of the ſaid borough, in his cuſtody. 

That William Dowdall, late mayor of this bo- 
rough, is guilty of a contempt, in not obeying the 
order of the committee, for producing the charters 
of the ſaid borough, in his cuſtody, 

The ſaid ſeveral reſolutions were read twice, and 
unto by the houſe. 

And Mr. Benfield, and Mr. Dowdall, were order- 
ed to be taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms; 
and the return ordered to be amended. 

May 30, 1720. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do 
iſſue his warrant to the clerk of the Crown, to make 
out a new writ, for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for the ſaid burgh, in the 
room of Joſhua Churchill, eſquire, made a com- 
miſſioner of the Victualling- office. 


CORNWALL. 


HIS is a very large county, in the extreme 
weſtern part of the kingdom ; it is a dutchy, 
erected by King Edward the third, and granted to 
his eldeſt ſon Edward, who was called the Black 


Prince, and his heirs, the eldeſt ſons of the Kings 


of England (ſee an extract of the charter in the Ap- 
pendix.) The ſheriff is named by the Duke of 
Cornwall, who hath his council and officers be- 
longing to the duchy. It was repreſented in parlia- 
ment at the time of the firſt ſummons of Edward 
the firſt. In the 26th\of Edward the firſt, it re- 
turned two knights of the ſhire, and burgeſſes for 
four boroughs only; to which many others have 
ſince been added, of which notice is taken in this 
hiſtory. I meet with nothing more material, relat- 
ing to its elections, before the Reformation; what 


has occurred ſince, will here follow. 


March 20, 1627. Certain letters delivered into 
the houſe by Mr. Corryton, written by ſome deputy- 
lieutenants and juſtices of the * concerning 


o_ election for this county in the preſent parſia. 
t : which letters were read. 

"" Edward Coke, Sir Ro. Phillippes, Sir Ro. 
Cotton, Sir Ben. Rudyard, Sir Tho. Wen 
Sir Francis Seymour, Sir William Harberte, Sir 
Jo. Strangeways, Mr. Attorney of the Wards, Mr. 
Pymme, Mr. Alford, Sir Tho. Cheeke, Sir Nath. 
Rich, and Mr. Selden, were appointed a committee, 
to peruſe, and take conſideration of, the ſaid 1 
ters; and to report their opinion thereof to the 
houſe, and of any other letters to be produced, 
concerning the elections in that county; and to 
meet at two of the clock in the afternoon. 

21ſt. Sit Edward Coke reporteth from the com. 
mittee, concerning letters, written about election 
of the knights of the ſhire of Cornewayle. 

It is ordered, all the gentlemen, whoſe names are 
ſubſcribed to the two letters, dated, the one, 12th 
of Feb. 1627, the other 26 Feb. 1627; viz. Regi- 
nald Mohun, William Wray, Barnard Greenevyle, 
John Trelawney, Rich. Edgecombe, John Mohun, 
Walter Langdon, Rich. Trevanion, and Edward 
Trelawney, ſhall be ſent for by the ſerjeant at arms 
to attend this. houſe. 

22d. Upon a motion, Whether the ſerjeant may 
take bail of the gentlemen in Cornewayle, ſent 
enn 

Reſolved, to give no ſuch direction but the ſer. 
jeant, at his peril, to bring them up, upon the war. 
rant directed to him in the uſual form. 

March 28, 1628. Mr. Sparke :— That, as deputy 

to the ſheriff of Cornewayle, he made return of one 
indenture to the clerk of the Crown, and their 
names entered by him ; and that after, another in- 
denture returned, not by the ſheriff. 
The clerk of the Crown, to-morrow ' morning, 
eight o'clock, to certify the houſe, how he received 
the ſecond indenture ; and if not from the ſheriff, 
then thoſe members, returned by the ſheriff, to fit 
in the houſe, until they be diſplaced by order of 
the houſe. 

29th. The deputy- clerk of the Crown, called 
in, acknowledgeth, he received - but one inden- 
ture from Mr. Sparkes, as deputy to the ſheriff; 
the other, from the parties. 

- April 21. A petition from Reginald Mohun, 
Sir Richard Greenevyle, and Sir William Wray, 
and others, read. 

| Upon queſtion, the ſerjeant to ſend a meſſenger, 
to fetch up theſe gentlemen, as delinquents ; and to 
be here by this day fortnight. 


Mr. Selden, Sir Guy Palmes, Sir Tho. Hobby, | 


Mr, Littleton, Mr. Noy, Mr. Hackwyll, Sir Willi- 
am Fleetewood, Sir Ro. Cotton, Sir Ro. Phillippes, 
Sir Nath. Rich, Mr. Alford, Sir D. Digges, Mr, 
Cooke, Mr. Glanvyle, Mr. Ball, Sir Edw. Coke. 
and Mr. Pymme : — Saturday next, two o'clock, 
Star-Chamber :—To conſider, what fit to be done 
upon this contempt to the houſe. 

22d. The former committee, about the petition 
of Sir Richard Greenevyle, &c. to meet at four of 
the clock this afternoon, in the Exchequer-Cham- 
ber, to conſider of the contempt ; and alſo, what 
fit to be done in the warrants to be ſent for them, 
more than the ordinary courſe. 

Upon queſtion, Sir Bernard Greenevyle, in re- 
os of his infirmity, and the ſuit of his ſon, to 

be ſpared his coming up. 

Upon queſtion; Sir Reginald Mohun not to be 


7 nath; The committee to conſider of the manner 


of the A for Lieſten, and others, of _ 
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wall, to meet this afternoon, at four Telock, in 
che former place. 

Mr. Jo. Mohun, who is made a baron, his name 
to be left out of the warrant. 


25th. Sir-Nath. Rich reporteth-from the commit- 
r ects g. for ſending 
— of Cornewayle, ber geg ſent 


Upoa queſtion, Sir Reginald Mohun, in reſpect 
of his age, and infirmity of body, to be ſpared. 

Upon queſtion, | ſeveral meſſengers to be ſent for 
five of them; viz. Sir William Wray, John 
Trelawney, Walter Langdon, Edward Trelawney, 
4 . Trevanion, eſquires. 

Mr. Speaker informeth the houſe, that one Willi- 
am Pemberton, being ſent for * the ſerjeant, ſaid, 
he would not come; for he ſaid, he hoped the 


++ 


* parliament would be diſſolved within three days. 


Upon queſtion, to be preſently ſent for by the 
t. 

May 8. The ſerjeant inſormeth the houſe, that 
all the gentlemen, ſent for out of Cornewayle, are 
come up, except Mr. Trevanion; who being ſixty 
miles further . . . . .. + 

The ſerjeant to take ſecurity from them, to ap- 


pear, when the houſe calleth for them, and attend 
the committee. 


gth. The committee, for examination of the com- 
plaint againſt the gentlemen of Cornewayle, ſent 
for, to meet this afternoon, in the Exchequer- 
Chamber, and to report to the houſe - to-morrow 
morning: Mr. Cooke, Sir M. Sands, Sir Henry 
Percy, Lord Lamberte, Mr. Goodwynn, Sir Willi- 
am Spring, Mr. Strode, Sir Harbottle Grimſton, 
Sir William Conſtable, Sir William Pooley, Sir 
Rich. Tichborne, Sir Ro. Killigrew, Sir Francis 
Glanvyle, Mr. Valentyne, Lord Matravers, Mr. 
Whitakers, and Mr. Nicholles. 

roth. Ordered, that the gentlemen of Cornewall 
ſhall be here ow on Monday morning, to attend 
the houſe. - 

The committee, for that purpoſe, to meet this 
afternoon, in the former place; with power to con- 
ſider of their former petition. Thoſe * 
attend this committee this afternoon. 

12th. Sir Robert Cotton reporteth from the com- 
mittee, for examination of the letters of the gen- 
tlemen of Cornewayle, ſent for.— -- 

Three courſes by them, to prejudice the free 
election. 1ſt. Power: taking upon them to be the 
governors of the county. a2dly, An aſſembly by 
them 3 wherein they elected Mr. Mohun, and Sir 
Rich. and ſtile this a laudable cuſtom 
of the country where no ſuch cuſtom; and, if 
any, unlawful. 3dly, Their employing the King's 
poſts in-carrying letters. 

. 2dly,: Scandal webs two ee of this 
houſe ; Sir Jo. Ellyott, and Mr. Coriton : that. they 
were unquiet perſons, and in disfavour with the 
King, &c. | 

. 3dly, Menace; dude, againſt Mr. Coriton, 
to join againſt him with. all their force, if he ſhould 
not deſiſt.” The captains of the trained-band ſum- 
moaned to appear at the election. General to the 
COUNTTY,—— 

Which the committee took to be a ſtrange pre- 
ſumption in them, to take upon them to know his 
Majeſty's mind: 

That they found their petition 2 high contempt 
to the houſe : in the direction: in their appointing 
their own time, and neglecting the time appointed 
by the houſe : in their excuſe for not coming up; 


to ſtay to hang one by martial law; to bind ale- 


houſe-keepers, - &c. conceived to be but a ſcorn 
to the houſe. - 


A petition from Sir William Ray, and the how, 


— read: the ſubſtance, to have counſel aſſigned 
em 

Much debate about it, A in this caſh, 
counſel to be aſſigned, the matters, charged upon, 
them, being only matters of fact. 

Upon queſtion, reſolved, firſt to call them in one 
by one, and to demand of them to 'anſwer, what 
counſel, advice, or help, they had, in drawing the 
letters, or petition. — When they are ſeverally exa- 
__ mined, they are to be kept apart by the ſerjeant, 
and not ſuffered to ſpeak one with another. 

Sir William Wray, called in, and, kneeling, de- 
manded the queſtion aforeſaid, ſaith, he came not 
to the company, till the letter written, and then, 
required, ſet his hand to it; nor knoweth not, by 
whoſe direction written: ſo for the petition. | 

Mr. Jo. Trelawney, called in, and, kneeling, 
aſked the ſame queſtion, —knoweth not, certainly, 
who drew the letters, but drawn by ſome of the 
company; nor by whoſe direction done, but written 
by one Peter Henden, clerk to the Lord Mohun: 
knoweth not, certainly, who wrote the petition ;— 
that Sir Reginald Mohun firſt ſubſcribed it. 

Mr. Langdon, called, and aſked the ſame queſ- 
tions, —that the heads agreed upon among them, 
and delivered them to a clerk, to draw into form ; 
and then they read them, and approved them : that 
he himſelf drew the petition : the error, in the di- 
rection, of mere ignorance, he having never been 
a parliament-man. 

Mr. Edw. Trelawney, called in, and aſked theſe 
queſtions ; anſwereth, he knoweth not, who drew 
them: at their meeting, about the Kiag's ſervice, 
letters tendered to them ; - which ſubſcribed : nor 
knoweth, who drew the petition ; but ſent to him, 


and he ſigned it. 


Upon queſtion, theſe four gentlemen to be al- 
lowed counſel, and to be heard by their counſel, 
2dly, That they ſhall be heard at the committee this 
afternoon, at two of the clock; and the committee 
to report their opinion to the houſe. 

13th. Upon queſtion, no new day to be given 

to the gentlemen of Cornewayle, to be heard with 
their counſel before the committee, 
. Upon qreſtion, the gentlemen to be heard by 
counſel preſently in the houſe, concerning their 
contempt to the houſe, either in their letters, or pe- 
tition. 

They called in, and heard by their counſel; and 
then heard, what they could ſay for themſelves. 
1. Upon queſtion, Mr. Longdon, and Mr. John 
Trelawney, to ſtand committed to the Tower, for 
their offence in their letters, and for their contempt 
in their petition; there to remain, during the 
pleaſure of the houſe; and not to be diſcharged, 
without acknowledging their offence. 

2. Upon queſtion, Sir William Wray, and Mr. 

. Trelawney, to ſtand committed to the ſer- 
jeant ; there to remain, during the pleaſure of the 
houſe ; and not to be diſcharged, till they have ac - 
knowledged their offence to this houſe. 


3dly, Upon queſtion, Whether all theſe four gen- 


tlemen to make ſuch recognition of their offence 
about the 
for the county of Cornewayle, as this houſe ſhall 

appoint. | 
Mr. Chancellor . Duchy, Sir Edward Coke, 
Mr. Littleton, Sir Guy Palmes, Mr. Selden, Sir 
Bbb Francis 
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at the next aſſizes, to be holden 


Frincls Barrington, Sir Tho. Wentworth, Sir Ro. 
Philfippes, Mr. Glanvyle, Sir D. Digger, and Sir 
Francis Seymour: this committee named, to ſer 
dowh, in writing, the form of che recognition ; 
and to be preſented to the houſe, 

The four gentlemen of Cornewayle, called in, 
and, kneeling at the bar, their judgrnent pronounced 
unto them by Mr. Speaker. 

June 20. A petition from Mr. Serjeunt, con- 

cerning his fees of the Corniſh men, read. 

Mr. Alford, Mr. Pymme, Sir Tho. Hobby, Sir 
Nith, Rich, Mr. Selden, Mt. Godfrey, to conſider 
of his fees, and to report their opinion therein to 
the houſe” to-morrow morning: to meet at four 
| o'clock this afternoon, in the court of Wards, 

23d. A petition read, from the ſerjeant at 
arms tending the houſe, Concerning the fees of 
the Corniſh gentlemen. 

Referred to the fortner committee. Sir W. Earle, 
Mr. Coriton, Sir P. Hayman, Mr. Cooke, Sir Rich. 
Groſvenor, Sir Thomas Pickering, and Mr. Noy, 
added. This day, two o'clock, court Wards: — 
to conſider of the ſerjeant's fees 

May 28, 1660. Upon report, made by Mr. Tur 
her, from the committee for privileges and elections, 
bn the double return for this county, That the com- 
mittee ate of opinion, that, in reſpe& of the ſheriff 
of the laid county, his contempt in not attending 
the committee, to give them an account of his pro- 
ceexlings at the ſaid election, upon ſeveral orders by 
them in tide n "robe, the ſheriff be ſent for in 
cure 

RNeſolved, that the bent of the county of Con 
wall be forthwith ſent for, in ſafe euſtody, to ab 

houſe, in reſpect of his contempt, &c. 

July 12. Sit Edward Turner reports, den the 
committee of privileges and elections, the caſe of 
the return of knights, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this county; That, upon examination 
of the fact, the committee were of opinion, that 
the election was good; and that Sir John Carew, 
baronet, who is returned in one indenture, together 
with”... ... Roberts, eſquire, and Boſ- 
exwen, eftquire,” alte wis a petitiotier by one petit. 
on, as. . . Elliot, eſquite, was by another, 

had the greater bünmbet of voices, and were there · 

fore duly elected; and ought to ſit ; and that the 

ſheriff had miſ-carried Himſelf, in returning Mr. Ro- 
berts, who, by the ſneriff's own poll, had 843 voices; 
and not Mr. cares types who had, Js # puter net ua 

862 voices. 

Reſolved, that this houſe doth agree with the 
committee, chat the ſheriff of this cout hath miſ- 
carried himſelf, at the faid election. 
Neſolved, that this houſe dth aper with "the 

. Eommittee, that the ſaid election of knights, to ferve 
in this preſent parliament for the county of 'Corn- 
wall, is * and that Sir hn Carew, and Mr. 

— are duly elected, and Us fit in this 

ue | 

Ordered, that the retum be ang and 1 

tte clerk of the Crown do attend to- mortow morn· 


ing for amending the ſame accotding}y. 


Duglate's COVENTRY. 


Warwick. Tuns is @ city within the county of Warwick. 
gi. 1 Ic was incorporated by King Edward the thitd, 
Curt, 1 s who by his Ge dared the 20th of Jantary, im 
85 the 18th year of his reign, appointed therein à 


Cart. 21, mayor and bailifs; and their liberties wert greatly 
by King Richatd tlie ſecond ; in the year 


Dot the clerk ef the Crown not 


e Giry of Tov ENA U 


1404. Tbe parl Parliament, called de pn οẽ,jõd is Dog. 
deforum, was held here ; King Henry che fixth "i 
Cart, 
nam offeionem quam, erga wt. ris viliam baren tee 5 


ar Coventrer,” ur 'majorem, 'btilivos wt cotemutitaten fler 


gjuſtem tivitatis fur villa gerimuy, and appoint · u. 2 


ed the bailiffs to be ſheriffs uf the ſaid county for 
ever. It has returned repreſentatives to parliament 


from the 26th,' during the Whole reight of Edward 


the firſt, as appears by the lift in Dr. Thornarz 2 v 
edition of Dugdale's Hiſtory of Warwickſhire but ii; 
intetmitted (except 8 Edward II. and 20, and” * 


27 Edward III.) untill 31 Hen. VI. from which 
time it has generally returned as other boroughs, | 
meet with no memoirs concerning the elections, or 
in that reſpect, until before the Re. 
formation, Theſe which occur ſince in the Journal 
Are. of 
March 21, 1627. A caſe agreed upon concerning 
the election of the citizens of this city; one ſheriff 
returning two gentlemen of the country elected by 
citizens,. reſident in the city z where the two gemle · 

men not reſident, nor freemen of the city. 
Upon queſtion, the debate and determination, [of 
this] caſe to be deferred till to-morrow morning, 
and [not] to begin till after nine o'clock. But not 

called for. 

24th. A petition from Coventry read, difown- 
ing the caſe put in under the hands of the bormet 
Reſolved to refer this queſtion back to the com- 
mittee of privileges, to be further examined by them, 
the matter in fact of the number of electors. 
April 9. Mr. Hackwill reporteth from the com- 
mittee of p the caſe of Coventry, T 
indentures returned: by one, Mr. Iſaac Walden, and 
. by the other, Mr. Green and Mr. Purefey, 


gentlemen of worth e free 


wr! freemen abb 
ing, about 600 appeared. The agiſientes tread 
. 1 Hen. V. 

Ther reſdbved by all che commiceee, ama voce, Mt 
Green and Mr. welt elected. 

That the coltunines oug iw fe be HH. 


* "ST . 


ror, and chat both ſhetitfs nn 
Mr. Purefey. IT as, » Aawenget * | 

Debate. Sir Round Coch ver * Amen 
t Hen. V. for burgefies, reſtanm, and fo for knights 
of che ſhite ; though in the negative, yet, if they 
elect one not reſident. the election good. | | 

Upon -queſtion, Mr. Green und u. Pureſey wel 
elected fer the 'ciry of Coventry, + 1); 

Upon queſtion, that Knight, one of the ſheriff, w 
de called to the bar and ucknowiedge his error, in 
not returning Mr. Green and Purefty, being cleftel 


by the thajor part of the 'elofAors.ou-Hereupon he 
was called in, and kneeling, accordingly charged by 
Mr. He pleadeth iphorance, and That he 
wes willed by the Rarure un Henry V. £1 
Withdrawti'; and called in again, and kneeling at 
the bar, Mr. e 
pleaſed, upon his acknowledgment of his error, to 
remit him u om further puniſhonent, Upon queſ- 
tion, the two theriffs to be called in, to join in 
making the return of Mr. Green and Mr. Purefey 
being without 
che door, with the return, the matter deferred 


Aſter— the clerk of the Crown and ſhertffs of 
Coventry called” in, and Knight endorſed his name 
on 


3 


Mould ut the bar of the houfe acknowledge his r- 
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thetk of the Ctown' do take 


July 3, 1660. Sir Edward Tarner reported from 
the committee of privileges and elections, the caſe 
of the members for this city: that upon the exa- 
mination of the fact, it appeared to the committee, 
that the perſons concerned in the ſaid election were 
very numerous, and that divers names were doubly 

unkaown, us alſo of alms-men and others, 
that paid not ſeot and lot ; and the caſes were found 
ſo various and perplexed, that, after ſeveral fittings, 
the committee could make no conſiderable progreſs 
therein; and that in regard of the great uncertain- 
ties that fell out in the ſeveral, as well the perſons 
teturned as the petitioners, declared themſelves con- 
tent that the former election ſhould be ſet afide ; and 
that the committee was therefore of opinion, that 
the former election be ſet aſide : to which reſolution 
the houſe agreed, and ordered the ſpeaker to iſſue a 
warrant for a new writ, for a new election of mem- 
bers for this city. 

From this journal it doth not appear, either who 
were the members returned, or who were peti- 
tioners ; but I find, that John Beake, eſquire, and 
Richard Hopkins, eſquire, were returned. 

March 20, 1678. A petition of Robert Fielding, 
eſquire, complaining of unjuſt and partial pro- 
ceedings, and unwarrantable practices, uſed by the 
ſheriffs of this county and city, in electing and re- 
turning of major Beake and Richard Hopkins, eſ- 
quire, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, as citizens 
for this city, in injury ef the petitioner, was 


Ordered it to be referred to che committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, with their opinion. 

March 24, 1689. A petition of Thomas Gery, 
eſquire, was read; ferting forth, that the petitioner, 
Richard Hopkins and John Stratford, eſquires, 
were candidates at the election of citizens of this 
city, Where the petitioner-polled feveral hundreds of 
voters, and had ſeveral hundreds to poll ; but was 
denied by the ſheriffs fo to do; who with great par- 
tiatiry, and ill practices, procured voters for Mr. 

Hopkins and Mr. Stratford, otherwiſe the petitioner 
had had the majority of voices; but che ſheriff in 
prejudice tb the petitioner, hath reruyned the aid 
Mr. Hoplkims and Mr. Stratford: and praying re- 
lief in the premiſes. - 
Ordered, that it be ferred to the committee of 
priviteges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Oc. 6, 1690. "The like petition was again pre- 
Frited, tread, and referred in the like marmer. 
Der. r2, 1898. A petition of Thomas'Hopkins, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſetting forch, that, at the Hate election 
for members to Terve in parliament for this city, the 
majority of che clectors appeared, and would have 
polled, for the petitioner and Richard Hopkins, eſq; 
had they not been by threats und fiotous 
practices of thoſe chat appeared for Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales, for whom many were polled who were not 
qualified, and a fcrutiny of the poll was denied the 
itioner ; by which, and other undue means, Sir 
Ori got hitnſef returned as duly elected, to 
the petitioner's wrong, who onght to have been re- 


turned in his ſtead : praying &c. 


. The” Gity of CoveEenTRY. 


were candidates; and Samuel Hunt, one of the 


read ; ſetting forth, that, at the late election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this city 
and county, the petitioner, Richard and Thomas 
Hopkins, eſquites, and Sir Chriſtopher Hales, 


then ſheriff of the ſaid city, carried himſelf wich 
great partialiry againſt the peritioner, and adjoura- 
ed the poll without che peritioner's conſent, and ſe- 
veral indinect means were uſed by the ſaid Richard 
Hopkins and Thomas Hopkins, to gain votes for 
them ; otherwiſe che majority would have fallen on 
the petitioner, who ought to have been returned : 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges, to examine the mattor, and 
e port the ſame to the houſe, with their opinion. 

Jan. g, 1701. A petition of Sir Chriftopher Hales, 
baronet, was read; ſetting forth, that at the elec- 
tion of citizens to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this city, the petitioner, Thomas Gery, Henry 
Neal, and Edward Hopkins, were candidates ; that 
the ſheriff for the ſaid city, and others in favour of 
Mr. Neale and Mr. Hopkins, did uſe ſeveral corrupt 
and illegal practices againſt the petitioner, who yet 
had a majority ef all the candidates; yet the ſheriffs, 
in violation of the rights of the city, and maniſeſt 
partiality, have made a double return: and praying 
&c. 

Ordered to be referred to the confideration of the 
committee ef privileges and elections to be exa- 
mined ; and to report che matter with their opinion. 

7th. Aperition of ſeveral of the freemen of the city 
of Coventry, on behalf of themſelves, and the 
major part of the freemen of the ſaid city, was 
preſented to the houſe, and read; * ſetting forth, 
that the freemen of the ſaid city, only, have a right 
to chooſe members to parliament; many of which 
. + » denied and hindred from polling, at the laſt 
election, for Edward Hopkins and Henry Neal, 
eſequires; and great numbers, that were not free- 
men, were admitted to poll for Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales and Mr. Gery; and divers miſtakes were 
made in taking the poll, which was occaſioned by 
the violence and unlawful practices of Sir Chriſto- 
pher Hales and Mr. Gery's party: notwithſtanding 
which, Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Neal were duly 
choſen, and ought to have been returned; but the 
Meriffs of the ſaid city have made a double return 
of Mr. Neal and Sir Chriſtopher Hales, with Mr. 

Hopkins : and praying &c, 

Ordered to be referred as before. 

A petition of Henry Neale, eſquire, was read; 
ſerting forth, that the petitioner was, together wich 
Edward Hopkins, eſquire, duly elected to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this city by a great ma- 
jority of the freemen, who are the only electors 
there; though he was oppoſed by Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales and Themas Gery, eſquire, and their party, 
who uſed many and illegal practices; yet Mr. Abra- 
ham Owen and Mr. John Collins, the ſheriffs of 
the Taid city, have made a double return of the pe- 
titioner and Sir Chriſtopher Hales, with Mr. Hop- 
Kins, in wrong to the petitioner : and praying a 
fpeedy day for hearing his caſe. 

Ordered, to be referred in Rke manner. 

15th. A petition of ſeveral of the freemen of the 
ſaid city, was read; Terting forth, that, at the elec- 
tion of citizens to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
For this city, many votes were obtained by in- 
direct practices, for Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Neale, 
who would otherwiſe have voted for Sir Chriſtopher 


A petition of Thomas Gery, eſquire, was Hales and Mr. Gery; who yet, had s majority of 
| ” bo 
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legal voters, a>d-obghe to-liaveibein returned.3 but 


Mr. Abraham Owen, and Mr. John Collins, refuſed 
to return them, and have made a double return; 
and refuſed to give Sir Chriſtopher, and Mr. Grey, 
a copy of the poll, by which they made the return, 


in manifeſt violation of the righis and privileges of 


n and the petitioners ; and praying &c. 
Ordered to be referred in like manner. 


24th. Ordered, that the hearing of the matter, 
touching the election fqr this city, which was be- 


gun to be heard on Wedneſday, before the com- 


mittee of privileges and elections, be proceeded on 


Monday next, before the ſaid committee. 


- 28th. A complaint being made to the houſe, that 
one Mrs. Ellen, who was ſummoned to attend the 
committee of privileges and elections, upon the 
hearing the matter touching the election for this city, 
has been lately forced away by Mr. Iſaac Ellen, her 
huſband, and one Mr. Eſſex, 


Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Iſaac Ellen, and Mr. 


Eſſex, do produce the ſaid Mrs. Ellen at the com- 


mittee this afternoon. 


Feb. 20. Ordered. to be reported on Tueſday next. 
24th. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter, 


upon the ſevera] petitions,” as follows: 
That, on the poll there were, 
For Sir Chriſtopher Hales 777, 


For Mr. Hopkins —— 771, 
For Mr. Neale 754. 
For Mr. Gery 615: 


| That the counſel. for Sir Chriſtopher Hales inſiſt- 
ed, that the right of election was in the freemen not 


receiving alms, or charity: 


. The counſel for Mr. Neale inſiſted, the right of 
election was in all the freemen, whether they re- 


ceived alms, or no: 


And the committee, having heard what was al - 


ledged-on both ſides, reſolved, 3 


That the freemen of Coventry, receiving alms or 
charity, have no right to vote at the election of ci- 
tizens, to dy in parliament * the ſaid cir of 


Coventry ; 


That it. was en an both Giles, that no perſon 


cobld be a freeman, but by. ſerving an apprentice- 
ſhip ſeven years, within the ſaid city of Coventry 
to one of the ſame; trade; and, 

The counſel for Sir Chriſtopher Hales alledged, 


| they ſhould take off ſeveral from the poll, who 


voted for Mr, Neale ; and ſhould prove ill Practices 
by Mr. Neale, and his agents. 

The firſt head of exceptions, againſt ſome of Mr. 
Neale's voters, was for not being freemen ; and they 
excepted, and gave evidence, againſt 110, who voted 
for him, as not being free z to Hugh Bucknall, as 


ning polled twice ; and to Laus vrgiths as under 


And chen el againſt 22, 20 perſons | in hoſ⸗ 


picalo x alſo to tw, as receiving. the Counteſs of 


Devonſhire's gift 3 viz, 10 8. each, diſpoſed on the 
* of March, 1700: 


Jo 10, as receiving Sir Thomas hi gif, 7 


405. each, the ſame day: 
Alſo againſt nine, as receiving "Sip Thomas 
White's loans ; which is a loan of Maney withour 


: Alſo againſt nine, as receiving Mr. Wheatley's 
gift of 305. each, diſpoſed of to. — tradeſmen on 


_ from 10 l. to 40 l. each; 


the 16th of December laſt. 


Alſo againſt 18, as receiving Mr. Jeſſon's, Bir. 
Clark's, and Mr. Bohun's gift, being 20 8. or wn 
each, diſpoſed on the 22d of December laſt. . 

And to three others, for receiving 40 8. each, 2 
Mr, Jepſon's relations: 


Alſo to ſin as receiving 3 15 each, to put : out 
their ſons apprentices, on the aad of December: 

Alſo to eight others, as having received, or being 
— other loan- money, in the diſpoſition of the 
council-houſe ; but it did not appear when it was 
received, and ſive of them did not receive t: 

Alſo to 36, for having received pariſn- relief. 
They alſo gave evidence of ſeven, who wert 
freemen, and would have yoted for Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales, and Mr. Gery, and were refuſed; which 
they inſiſted to add to their poll. 

They alſo inſiſted, that there were ſeveral indirect 
practices by Mr. Neale, and his agents: and called, 

Mr. Edward Hales; who ſaid, that he came to 
town about a fortnight before the election, and 
went to ſeveral people in Coventry, - and found ſeve- 
ral reports againſt Sir Chriſtopher Hales ; amongſt 
others, there was one promoted by Mr. Tongue, anon- 
conformiſt miniſter, That Sir Chriſtopher Hales had 
juſtified the French King's honour, in proclaiming the 
pretended Prince of Wales: and Mr. Hales ſaid, he 
charged Mr. Tongue with it; who ſaid, he had it from 
Mr. Palmer of Leiceſterſhire ; but Mr. Hales ſaid, 
he could not ſay, that Mr. Tongue endeavoured 
> >a votes for Mr. Neale. | 

Mr, Bennet ſaid, alderman Snell aſked his vote 
for Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. Neale; and ſaid, he was 
glad the laſt parliament was diſſolved, or we. ſhould 
have been brought under French power, and the 
Prince of Wales; and in a little time the black liſt 
would come out. 

John Ward ſaid, the night beſore the county- 
clettion, one Owen came to Warwick, -and aſked 
him, why he would be for Sir Chriſtopher Hales; 


and if he had not ſeen the black liſt ? and bid one 


Fox ſhew it him; which he did, and read it: he 
ſaid, he did not pay for what he had at that time; 
that they looked on Sir Chriſtopher ' Hales as 
diſaffected. Ward ſaid, he voted for Sir Chriſto- 
pher Hales, and Mr. Hopkins. | 

Bryan ſaid, a little before the election, Allen told 
him, he. Had been. Writing black liſts, and alderman 
Owen promiſed to pay him; but Bryan ſaid, he did 
not ſee any of the ſaid liſts. 

Clever ſaid, Mr. Oadham, alderman. Diſton, 
Clements, and Stephen Smith, came to their houſe 
with black liſts, and he heard Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales's name read; but his landlord ſaid, he would 
not read it over, becauſe they were lies. 

Gouge ſaid, ; alderman Snell declared, they would 
poll their; votes twice or thrice, but they would have 
it; and that Snell nne for 


Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. Neale. 


| Smith ſaid, alderman Owen told him, if he would 
not give them both their votes, there would be no 
occaſion for a licence for his houſe. .. 
Newcombe ſaid, he was at Biſhop's houſes and 
alderman Cater aſked Biſhop's wife for her huſband's 
vote, he not being at home; and - ſhe, anſwering, 
he had promiſed one, Cater ſaid, what will you do, 
if I take away your licence ? look to it: that 
Wright ſaid, one Parker had promiſed his vote to 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales 3, and before the election he 
went to him, and told him he. could not vote for 
him, for he had given a hond of 40 l. concerning 


ſelling drink; and Mr. Owen, and Mr. Snell, de- 
clared, if he veged not for Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. 
Neale, they would ſue the bond. 


William, Berſon faid, he had polled for. Sir Chri- 


ſtopher Hales, and Mr. Hopkins; and coming from 


the poll, Snell told him, he lived by the church and 
fteeple; and abuſed him, and faid, — would turn him 
out. Thompſon 
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Thompſon ſaid, he was tenant to the city; and 
the city-bailiff threatned him, that if he did not vote 
| - Mr, Neale and on Hopkins, he ſhould be turned 


ee ſaid, he was tenant to the city; and 
the bailiff ſaid, his landlords deſired his vote for 
Mr. Neale; but he ſaying, he had promiſed it, the 
bailiff replied, do what you will, but you may chance 
to be turned out of your houſe. 

Wedgeworth faid, he voted for Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales, and Mr. Hopkins; and after went to alder- 
man Diſton, to ſign his bill for publick work done 
by him, and he bid him go to Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales. 

Oadham ſaid, there is a gift of thirty ſhillings 

a piece to ſeveral poor men, in the diſpoſition of the 
aldermen; and the diſpoſing it was put off till after 
the election. 

Boſworth and Creaner ſaid, alderman William 
Snell, and his maid, went about, and gave bread 
partially to thoſe who voted for Mr. Neale, and Mr. 
Hopkins. 

John and Anne Judd faid, alderman Owen, and 
alderman Snell, aſked his vote; and he ſaid, he 
had promiſed it to Sir Chriſtopher Hales ; and 

Judd having been promiſed loan-money, 
but could not find ſecurity, one Moor offered to 
take the money, and find ſecurity, and allow Judd 
41. if he would vote for Mr. Hopkins. 

Worſter ſaid, he had promiſed Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales; and that Wing gave him 5s. to vote for 
Mr. Neale, and Mr. Hopkins: and he ſaid, he, 
and ſome others, were treated by Mr. Owen, and 
Barnes, for Mr. Neale, and Mr. Hopkins; but 
could not ſay they ordered it: and one Slim own- 
ed, he had 20 8. of alderman Owen, after the elec- 
tion was over, and had a promiſe of 201. more. 

Hall faid, he voted for Mr. Neale, and Mr. 
Hopkins; and ſaid, he durſt not do otherwiſe, be- 
cauſe he owed Mr. Diſton money : and Dyke ſaid, 
afterwards he received 5 s. 

Marler ſaid, alderman Owen told him, if he would 
vote for Mr. Neale, and Mr. Hopkins, he would give 
him ſome money at Chriſtmas : that he voted for 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales, and Mr. Gery, and had no 
money; but Owen faid, he would ſtick in his 
ſkirts. 

WMeſt ſaid, he was treated, with others, at the 
time of the election, and voted for Mr Neale, on 
account of 3o s. promiſed him ; but he owned, it 
was never paid, becauſe, as he was told, he was not 
for Mr. Neale in his heart. | 
Edward Liſter ſaid, his brother was in ſome trou- 
ble about ſome money he owed ; and Snell ſaid, if 
he would vote for Mr. Neale; and Mr. Hopkins, 
his brother ſhould have liberty; and if any trou- 
ble came, he ſhould pay the debt: that his brother 
was arreſted, and eſcaped. \ | 

John and Thomas Ward ſaid ſame ; alſo, 
that Thomas Liſter, and his ſon, voted for Mr. 
Neale, and Mr. Hopkins : and Snell told Thomas 
Ward, his buſineſs was done, and the bailiff after- 
wards faid, he had nothing againſt him. 

Barton ſaid, he was ſervant to young Mr. Cater, 
and did deſign to vote for Sir Chriſtopher Hales ; 
but alderman Cater ſaid, if he voted not for Mr. 
Neale, and Mr. Hopkins, he ſhould turn him out; 
and they gave him 2s. at Chriſtmas. 

Eleanor Ellen ſaid, her huſband received a let- 
ter, to let him know he had a fair opportunity to 
come down to poll, and get money to pay his debts : 
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that he did come, and, aftet the election, he re- 
ceived 20s. . 

Brooks ſaid, he had 5s. from Waring of Bir- 
mingham, not to come and poll; but he did vote 
for Sir Chriſtopher Hales, and Mr. Gery. 

Wilton ſaid, Peak voted for Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales, and Mr. Gery, and was put down for Sir 
Chriſtopher Hales, and Mr. Neale; and one Park- 
wood being excepted to, Edward Owen ſaid, they 
would poll him right or wrong ; they had 10001. on 
their ſide: and on the laſt day of election, there 
being many of Mr. Hopkins's and Mr. Neale's men 
at the bar, ſheriff Owen ſaid, he would poll them 
at his peril, and he (Owen) abuſed Mr. Gery. 

Kuight ſaid the ſame as to Parkwood. 

Denham and Warner ſaid, ſheriff Owen brought 
in one Keeling, a ſtranger, to poll. 

Hall ſaid, Mr. Hopkins, and the under-ſheriff, 
aſked his vote; and Hall ſaid, he had none; and 
Hopkins gave him 6d. and bid him be true to 
him, and ſaid, he would be a farther friend to him : 
that he went to the bar, and came back without poll- 
ing; and Mr, Hopkins came to him, and ſaid, he 
had Tpoke to the ſheriff not to deny his poll, and 
then he went and polled for Sir Chriſtopher Hales, 
and Mr. Gery. 

Walker ſaid, ſheriff Owen gave him a ſlap on the 
face, becauſe, as he ſaid, he ſpoke to one who was 
giving his poll. 

Wright ſaid, he was an inſpector for Sir Chriſto- 
pher Hales, and Mr. Gery ; and ſheriff Collins bid 
a man pull him back; and one Lander ſtruck him 
over the breaſt, as he was getting over the bar 
into his place. 

Lunn ſaid, that ſheriff Owen ſaid, if Sir Chriſto- 
pher Hales had it, it ſhould be the deareſt thing 
he ever had in his life ; and ſaid, he would not 
make intereſt for one who ſhould vote with that 
rogue Seymour, 

Mr. Edward Hales was called in, in regard to 
caſting up the poll, and demanding a ſcrutiny ; 
who ſaid, the poll was cloſed on Friday, that next 
morning the books were caſt up, and Sir Chriſto- 
pher Hales had a majority, A ſcrutiny was de- 
manded for Mr. Neale, it began on Monday, and 


was carried on ſeveral days: that he attended on 


behalf of his brother, but not by any order from him: 
that afrerwards Sir Chriſtopher appeared, and would 


have begun again, but was refuſed ; and the ſheriff 


declared the majority of qualified voices for Mr. 
Neale ; however, in regard of the ſhortneſs of the 
time, he ſaid he would make a double return. 

The counſel for Mr. Neale inſiſted, they would 
juſtify moſt of the votes excepted to; and that the 
ſame perſons were- excepted to on ſeveral heads : 
that they ſhould diſqualify many who voted for Sir 
Chriſtopher Hales, and prove ill practices by him 
and his agents: accordingly they offered evidence 
to prove the freedom of about 63 of the 110: that 
they allowed all the hoſpital- men to be diſqualified, 
becauſe they ſnould diſqualify as many of Mr. 
Hales's votes: they alſo allowed all diſqualified for 
charity, except ſuch as had it ſince the election, 
which were Wheatley's and Jeſſon's; but inſiſted, 
that about 21 perſons were diſqualified on ſeveral 
heads, which made the number ſeem greater ; and 
Mr. Carter gave in a liſt of theſe. 

They then proceeded to juſtify, ſome of thoſe 
who had been charged with ill practices; and called, 

Mr. Carter, ſon of alderman Carter; who ſaid, 
Barton looked after his horſe : that he aſked his 
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vote for Mr. Hopkins and Mr, Neale, and he did 
it voluntarily; and after the pariſh officers refuſed 


to pay his taxes, or houſe rent: that the 2 8. given 


him was charity money; and he had the ſame the 
year before, when he voted otherwiſe : that Biſhop 
kept a diſorderly houſe, and his clerk was debauch- 
ed there. 

Slim ſaid, Worceſter told him; Mr. Edward 
Hales laid him down 20 8. to ſay, that Barber 
gave him g s. to vote for, Mr. Neale, and Mr. Hop- 
kins; and alderman Owen gave him the character 
of an honeſt man, 

Newcombe ſaid, Worceſter took his horſe out 
of the field, and rode him four or five days; and 
being charged with it, ſwore he never did it, and 
afterwards owned itz and that he was going from 
the town. Bird gave inſtances of Worceſter's bad 
character; as alſo did Withers. 

Alderman Owen faid, that as to John Jephcot, 
he ſerved his time in London; and Richard Jeph- 
cot never ſerved his time any where. 

Mr. Owen ſaid, that Matthew Neale was an ap- 
prentice in London to an apothecary there. 

Pickering ſaid, Ithel never pretended to be free, 
or was ever bound; but was admitted a love- bro- 
ther; and Cater ſaid, the indentures produced at 
the poll were falſe. 

Craner faid, John and Thomas Heathcot nei- 
ther of them ſerved in Coventry. 


Then produced evidence againſt 84 of Sir Chriſto- 


pher Hales's votes, as not being free, eight for re- 


ceiving loan- money within twelve months before 


the election, and 12 for receiving city charity; alſo 


againſt Thomas Graſcombe, for haying | had an 


exhibition given to his ſon of 6 J. 13 8. 4 d. as a 
poor ſcholar, and two for having loan- money. 

Mr. Neale's counſel then offered to except againſt 
ſome of Sir Chriſtopher Hales's votes for receiving pa- 
riſh-alms; but there having been two orders made, 
one upon the mayor, aldermen, &c. dated 21 Janu- 
ary ; and another upon the clerks of the council- 
houſe ; for delivering an account of what charity had 
been diſpoſed of by the mayor ; and they having not 
given Sir Chriſtopher Hales's agent an account of 
thoſe charities they offered to give evidence of, they 
were not admitted to give ſuch evidence : they alſo 
proved two perſons ſet down for Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales, to have voted for Mr. Neale; and ane, who 
polled for Mr. Neale, and was not down. 

They then went on, to ſhew diſorders and treat- 
ing, and ill practices, by Sir Chriſtopher Hales's $ 
friends : and called, 

Mr. Jeremiah Withers z who ſaid, the magiſtrates 
ſent him with a letter to the candidates, to come 
and conſult; but they did not think fit to do it, 
only went to the mayor and ſheriffs : that in order to 
prevent diſorders, the magiſtrates cauſed proclama- 
tion to be made, that none but thoſe, who were con- 
cerned, ſhould come to the election, there having been 
great diforders at the former elections; that he had 
notice from a friend of Sir Chriſtopher Hales's, that 
if he came he ſhould be beaten ; and dared not to be 
there: he ſaid, the magiſtrates made proclamation, 
that Mr. Neale, and Mr. Hopkins, were candiclavet, 
it being given out they had deſiſted. 


Benion, and others, ſaid, Sir Chriſtopher Hales's 


men met at two in the morning, and Sir Chriſto- 
pher Hales, and Mr. Gery, met them about ſix; 
Mr. Neale's, and Mr. Hopkins's men, about eight ; 
that Sir Chriſtopher Hales's were -about 600, and 
Mr. Hopkins's and: Mr. Neale's about 200 ; and 


8 Sir Chriſtopher Hales a men 
being paſſed by partiy op the cher fide. gf che way, 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales called them back, and en. 
couraged a fray; and ſome of Mr. Neale's men 
were wounded : and Mrs. Ellen ſaw Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales, when be called chem back, and di 
ſtand to them; and ſhe aſked him, i 
have murder? who ſaid, no; ſhe —— 
he would not let them fight ſo 

John Pickerell, and others, faid, Sir 
Hales's men, re got poſſeſſion 
of the hall, and were unruly, and daily nailed up 
the door from the gaol-yard : that they appeared in 
the ſtreet with ſtaves, and threatned thoſe who were 
for Mr. Neale; particularly, Mr. Pickerell ; and 
drove the conſtables out of che hall; and Bur- 
ton threatned one, who was for Mr. Neale: chat, by 
the diſorders at this, and former elections, 


Clements ſaid, they threw turnips at I Beak, 
as he went into the gallery to poll. 

Hobſon ſaid, Mr. Edward Hales encouraged his 
men not to be afraid of irregularities, for Mr. Gery 


would ſupport them as far as 5001. would go; and 
Mr. Price had promiſed Mr. Neale, and Mr. Gery; 
but afterwards ſajd, if he voted again Sir Chriſto- 
pher Hales, Lord Leigh would turn him out of his 
living: that Lord Leigh was at the Croſs an Thurſ- 
day, but could not ſay be intermeddled in the 
election. 

Cochran ſaid, there was a great tumult, and the 
wg commanded” his ann but he was puſhed 

wn 

Barns ſaid, Oadham, who. was an inſpector for 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales, upon a diſpute about a vote, 
went and brought 300 men with him, an add, 
he would have juſtice. 

As to treating and ill practices; Jones ſaid, Clift, 

a tapſter, offered him a crown, either not to poll, 
or to poll for Sir Chriſtopher Hales, and afterwards 
ne but he polled for Mr. Hopkins, and Mr. 

e 

Slim ſaid, Ward carried him to drink at Sir 
Chriſtopher Hales's coſt, and he went with two or 
three, and were treated; and Ward ſaid, it ſhould 
go to Sir Chriſtopher Haleg's account: and that 
Dr. Elliot ſaid, if he would give alderman Palmer, 
who voted for Sir Chriſtopher Hales, and Mr, Gery, 
a vote, the alderman ſhould give him 40 8. and 
Palmer ſaid, ſo he would. 

Noble ſaid, William Haddock offered him 6 s. 
8d. to vote for Sir Chriſtopher Hales ; and Mr. 
Wright threatned to turn him out of his houſe, if 
he did .not. Wright had the letting of the. houſe, 
and had given him warning to go out, 

Chaplin ſaid, that Mr. Horatio Hopkins aſked 
Fern, as he was going to poll for Mr. Neale, to 
poll for Sir Chriſtopher Hales, and Fern ſaid, he 
was engaged; but, upon further talk, mention 
was made of 20s, which Fern ſaid, he would give 
him: that he afterwards ſhewed money, and ſaid, 
it was to fatisfy his maſter, but knows not how 
much; and he polled for Sir Chriſtopher Hales. 

Copſon ſaid, he, and others, were. treated: that 
he intended to vote for Mr. Hopkins, becauſe he 
owed alderman Owen money on bond; but Salter 


| ſaid, if the bond was ſued, they would collect the 


money: he ſaid, he voted for Sir Chriſtopher Hales, 
and the band was not ſued. | _ | 4 
Smith 
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Smith ſaid, he was threatned by ſeveral to loſe 
their work, if he did not vote for Sir Chri 
Hales, and Mr. Gery; and has ſince loſt it. 

Sir Chriſtopher Hales's counſel ſaid, they could 
juſtify moſt of the votes excepted to, but they 
thought there was no occaſion. 

The committee's report is to this effe& : That 
the hearing of the cauſe having taken up ſeven 
nights ; and the evidence for qualifying and diſqua- 
lifying of freemen being very long, they conceived it 
more proper to refer to the minutes, than to fill up 
the Journal with the particulars in their report : and 
that, upon the whole, they reſolved, 

That Sir Chriſtopher Hales, baronet, is duly 
elected a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this city. | 

The ſeveral reſolutions were twice read, and agreed 
unto by the houſe. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 

to-morrow morning, to amend the return, by tak- 
ing off Mr. Neale's indenture. 
Reſolved, that Mr. Abraham Owen, and Mr. 
John Collins, the ſheriffs of the ſaid city, are guilty 
of a falſe and double return, and of divers indirect 
practices, in the late election for this city. 

Ordered them to be taken into cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms. | 
Reſolved, that Mr. Edward Owen, under-ſheriff 
of this city, is guilty of illegal and partial proceed- 
ings, in order to obtain an election of a citizen 
Ordered, the ſaid-Mr. Edward Owen be taken into 
cuſtody in like manner. 1 | 
Nov. 13, 1705. A petition of ſeveral freemen of 
this city, in behalf of themſelves and many others, 
was read; ſhewing, that before, and at, the laſt 
election of members, to ſerve in parliament for this 
city, many illegal practices were uſed on behalf of 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales, and Thomas Gery, eſquire ; 
and that by riots and tumults, and partiality of the 
ſheriffs of the ſaid city, many were deterred from 
giving their votes according to their inclinations * 
by which undue practices, the petitioners conceive, 
they are deprived of their legal repreſentatives : and 
praying &c. 

A motion was made to hear it at the bar, but 
to. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 4, 1706. A petition of ſeveral of the freemen 
of this city was read; ſhewing, that at the late election 
of citizens, to ſerve in parliament for this city, Sir Or- 
lando Bri baronet, Edward Hopkins, eſquire, 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales, and Thomas Gery, eſquire, 
were candidates : that before, and at, the ſaid elec- 
tion, many illegal practices were uſed by the ſaid 
Sir Chriſtopher and Mr. Gery, and their agents; 
and that by riots and tumults, and partiality of the 
ſheriffs of the ſaid city, many were deterred from 
giving their votes according to their inclinations ; 
whereby the petitioners conceive, they are deprived 
of their legal repreſentatives : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 1. Ordered, hat the report be made on 
Wedneſday next. , 

5th. Mr. Compton reported the matter upon the 
ſaid petition, as follows : That the petitioners counſel 

that, at the ſaid election, the candidates 
were Sir Chriſtopher Hales, baronet, Thomas Gery, 


eſq; Sir Orlande Bridgeman, and Edward Hopkins: 
they admitted, the two firſt had the majority on 
the poll; but infiſted, that by the riots, &c. be- 
fore and at the election, the voters for the latter 
were deterred, and hindered from giving their votes : 
and called, 


Mr. Billins, who was mayor at the ſaid election: 


and he ſaid, Sir Orlando Bridgeman, and Mr. 


Hopkins, were invited to be candidates at the laſt 
election, and came thither about the beginning of 
March, 1704; and it having been reported that 
they deſiſted, they deſired leave to walk and declare 


themſelves at the croſs: accordingly they walked 


on the 8th of March, and declared themſelves 


candidates at the croſs ; but there being a great riot, 
he adviſed with the aldermen, and they agreed to 
write to ſecretary Harley, for the Queen's directions, 
how to keep the peace ; who anſwered them, that 
they ſhould uſe their beſt endeavours according to 
law, for that purpoſe, as being anſwerable for the 
peace of the city : that accordingly he and his bre- 
thren, on a market-day, walked in their formalities, 
and proclaimed (by the crier) that no perſons ſhould 
appear at the election, but ſuch as had right to be 
there, and none come with ſticks : that afterwards 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales, and Mr. Gery came to him; 
and the latter ſaid, he underſtood he intended to 
buſy himſelf at the election, and he had nothing to 
do there; that he was a deputy-licutenant, and had 
power of the poſſe, and that their men ſhould come 
with ſticks : that he (the mayor) then propoſcd ſe- 
veral methods for polling to the candidates, parti- 
cularly to poll by wards, which Sir Orlando Bridge- 
man and Mr. Hopkins were willing to do; but the 
others refuſed that method : Sir Chriſtopher Hales 
propoſed to proceed by way . . ballot : that the night 
before the election, he ſet a ſtrong watch; and about 
one or two in the morning before the election, he 
took a walk, and ſeeing ſome butchers rallying with 
ſticks, he took them away : afterwards there were 
more, and ſome of them having ſticks, he was called 
out again about four, when he ſaw ſtones thrown, 
and heard ſeveral cry, A Hales and Gery!“ and he 
diſperſed them; but half an hour after he was called 
out again, and they appearing with ſticks, and having 
knocked down a watchman, and dragged him about 
ſo, that ſometime after he died; and he himſelf attempt- 
ing to take away a butcher's ſtick, he was cut with a 
pebble ; and between four and five he ſaw Mr. Gery, 
Mr. Robert Smith, and Mr. Burton, with them : that 
the election began about nine of the clock, and 
continued three days: that he appointed 30 or 40 
with halberts to attend on both parties : that during 
the poll he went ſeveral times into the hall; but 
did not ſtay there, nor ſaw any diſturbance while he 


was there: that Mr. Gery aſked him to poll, but he 


declined it. 


Biſcaore ſaid, he was ordered to carry an halbert 
the night before the election, to keep the peace; 
and one took it away, and ſaid he had nothing to 
do with it; and he was wounded : that ſome of Sir 
Chriſtopher Hales's and Mr. Gery's friends did car- 
ry halberts ; and others might, but refuſed them. 

Wall faid, he being an officer in the city, was at 
the mayor's, when Mr. Gery came in, and told 
him, if he raiſed the conſtables againſt his men, he 
had an equal ſhare of power, and would (as deputy- 
lieutenant) raiſe the poſſe : and on the eleftion-day, 
in the morning, they threw ſtones at the mayor, 
and made the mayor withdraw into his parlour, 
whither Mr. Gery followed him : that one Chaplin, 
who would have voted for Sir Orlando Bridgeman 


and 
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and Mr. Hopkins, was horſed, viz. carried on a 
cowle-ſtaff by ſome who were on the other ſide. 

Wood faid, he was ſet by the mayor and juſtices 
to aſſiſt the conſtables, and about five in Ur r. 
ing Mr. G ople appeared with ſtic 
_— ke the ſtick from one of them, 
Mr. Gery ſaid, they ſhould carry them, and threat- 
ned him. 

Mr. S. Paul ſaid, he was at this city, May was 
12 months, and about three or four in the morning 
he ſaw many got together, with halberts : that Mr. 
Gery was preſent, and they fell upon the halberdeers 
and took away their halberts, and beat them. 

Benyon, a conſtable, ſaid, he was preſent on the 
election day, and about five in the morning there 
were about zoo met together: that the mayor endea- 
voured to break them, and they threw ſtones at him; 
and afterwards Mr. Gery followed the mayor 
into his parlour : at the poll he was ſet to keep the 
peace, and brought up ten for Sir Orlando Bridge- 
man and Mr. Hopkins, and they were abuſed and 
put back, about 5oo perſons being there aſſembled ; 
and one getting up to poll, they cried, No free- 


«K man!“ “ A horſe! a horſe !” and that attempting 


to bring up the men on the ſecond day of the poll, 
one Sheres was horſed, and dragged in the dirt : 

He faid, ſome of Sir Qhriſtopher Hales's and 

Mr. Gery's men were appointed to watch by the 
mayor, but would not appear to watch, though 
warned by the mayor; that there were three in- 
ſpectors on the ſide of Sir Chriſtopher Hales and 
Mr. Gery. 
Lander ſaid, the mayor and "PAGES ordered 
that no ſticks ſhould be brought at the election; 
but Mr. Gery ſaid, they ſhould, and he would 
Juſtify it: that when they polled for Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales and Mr. Gery, things were quiet ; but when 
they offered for the others, they were ready to eat 
them; and one Savage coming to juſtify a vote, 
they ſaid, he had polled before, and called for an 
horſe for him. 

Philips ſaid, that he was ſent for to keep the 
peace of the election- day: in the morning he heard 
murder cried; and his maid ſaid, he ve be 
knocked on the head : that he went, and ſaw the 
mayor, conſtables, &c. engaged: one Matthews 
was ſeized, and knocked down : another company 
with Mr. Gery 
till kicked by Onyon, and Mr. Edward Broughton, 
and Mr. Stephen Hales, were preſent : that they 
called for an horſe for him when he went to poll, 
and he went back : that Mr, Gery made a ſpeech, 
and bid them bring ſticks, and he yould Juſtify 


them. 


Shaw ſaid the fame, as to Mr. Gery $ bidding 


them bring ſticks : he was preſent when the mayor 


was wounded, and Mr. Stephen Hales and Mr. 
Burton were with them, the latter of whom ſtruck 
at the mayor : that they got down and wounded 


. ſeveral of the ad which cauſed the * 


to come: that he went up ſeveral times to poll, and 
they cried, no halberts, and put him back ; and 
one ſaying, take care of Shaw, they afterwards 
knocked him down ; but he owned, they offered to 
ler him poll quietly. | 

| Newcomb faid, he attempted ſeveral times to 
poll on Wedneſday, and could not get into the hall: 
on Thurſday he polled' for Sir Orlando Bridgeman 
and Mr. Hopkins : that Mr. Wade, who 
ſented Mr. Hopkins, was put back on We 
as far as St. Mary-hall. 

Colonel D ſaid, he went to neck with 

2 


» ſheriff; and Lawrence, one of the ſaid inſpectors 


ſeized one Biſcaore, who did not fall 


Sir Orlando Bridgeman in the hall: that the mob 
treated him ill, telling him, he ſhould declare who 
he was for, though he ſaid, he had no vote: and 
he' ſaid, had it not been for one man, be ſhoul 
have been knocked down. 

Barns ſaid, he was at the ele&tion, and at the 
mayor's when Mr. Gery ſaid, he was a deputy-lieu. 
tenant, had the power of the county, and would 
be obeyed : was preſent, when the mayor, &c. in 


their formalities, read the ſecretary's letter, and for. 


bid the ſticks ; and one Dines ſaid, they would bring 
the ſticks : and Barnes aid. he was an inſpector for 
Sir Orlando Br; and. Mr. Hopkins, and was 
much abuſed, and put out.of the hall by Sir Chric. 
topher Hales, who ſaid, down with him, and that 
he would cure him of coming from London to e. 
lections: that the poll was partially carried on for 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales and Mr. Gery, and their in- 
ſpectors polled ſeveral without the conſent of the 


? 


polled and rejected whom he pleaſed : that he did 
not vote at this election, his friends not thinking 
it ſafe ſo to do: that when they came from London, 
they were aſſaulted at two places by Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales's and Mr. Gery's men; and Mr. Oadham 
committed him to priſon,” on pretence of an aſſault 
on Dines ſix days before. 

Ellen ſaid, when he went to poll for Sir Orlando 
Bridgeman and Mr. Hopkins, he was inſulted; and 
Mr. Oadham ſent him to Bridewell wrongfully. 

Chambers faid, he was abuſed, and committed 
in like manner, 

Bates faid, he attempted to poll e twice for Sir 
Orlando Bridgeman and Mr. Hopkins, and the ſe- 
cond time he went to the mayor, and the mob a. 
buſed them both, but the third- time they let him 
poll; but -afterwards they beat him, abuſed him, 
and almoſt ftrangled him: that he was laid up for 
weeks, and is ſince in the hoſpital. | 

Bedford ſaid, on the firſt day of the election he 
endeavoured to bring up ſome to vote for Sir Or- 
lando Bridgeman and Mr. Hopkins, but could not: 
that when Sir Chriſtopher Hales and Mr. Gery 
thought they ſhould "Joſe the election, they called 
for horſes, particularly Mr. Gery himſelf, and Mr. 
Wright and Mr. Meak, inſpectors and agents, for 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales and Mr. Gery. 

Legburne ſaid, he was refuſed to poll for Sir 
Orlando Bridgeman god Mr. * and knocked 
down. 

Cater gave a — evidence to the ſame pur- 
poſe, with others; and faid, he aſked, who were 
inſpectors for Sir Chriſtopher Hales and Mr. Gery! 
and he was told by Mr. Corp 3 
There are our inf 
Mr. Chiſwell ſaid, he was one of the ſheriff and 
had denied having ſecurity to indemnify him. 

The clerk of aſſize produced records of aſſaults 
and batteries. And Mr. Cater faid, ſeveral were 
convicted on both ſides, and fined ; but the mayor 


and aldermen were acquitted. 


For Sir Chriſtopher Hales and Mr. Gery, their 
counſel obſerved, they had ſerved in three parlia- 
ments for this city ; and this laſt election was very 
fair. 

The poll was—for Sir Chriſtopher Hales _— 
Mr. Gery 819, Sir Orlando Bridgeman 597, Mr 
Hopkins 537; which was as great > poll as had 
been known for 20 years; chat the riots were before 
the election, and what diſorders happened there, 
were no more than uſual in popular elections: and 


. * 


Mr. 
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Mr. Wright, junior, who ſaid, on the 6th of 
March, Sir Orlando Bridgeman and Mr. Hopkins 
came to town; and on the 8th they, with ſeveral al- 
dermen, walked the ſtreets, and had ſeveral hundred 
men with them, and reported, that Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales and Mr. Gery, who were then attending in 
parliament, deſiſted: that about 30 or 40 of 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales and Mr. Gery's friends 
were in the ſtreet, and had orders not to ſtrike 
any body ; but were fallen upon by the others, 
and wounded a man who is ſince dead : that Co- 
ventry has many noble charities, and the mayor 
and aldermen commanded their votes for Sir Or- 
lando Bridgeman and Mr. Hopkins ; and the city 
bailiffs and town-clerk went to the tenants and 
threatned to turn them out of their eſtates : that 
on the election day he waited on Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales and Mr. Gery to get their men together : 
that the mayor ordered the halbert-men, who were 
for Sir Orlando Bridgeman and Mr. Hopkins, to 
abuſe thoſe who were for Sir Chriſtopher Hales and 
Mr. Gery : that they ſeized Lord Leigh's man with 
letters; and many of the halbert-men were drunk: 
that the poll began and went on very fairly; and 
that for 20 years there hath not been ſo fair an elec- 
tion, though the other ſide endeavoured all they 
could to make a riot; a great many of the charity- 


men claimed to be polled : that on Wedneſday Sir 


Orlando Bridgeman declared, he never ſaw ſo peace- 
able an election; and on Thurſday wrote a letter, 
that he would give no further trouble to his friends: 
that he never knew any poll by wards, or otherwiſe 
than now: that he remembered Mr. Fielding's elec- 
tion, and is now about 30 years of age. 

Haycock ſaid, he was at this election, on the 22d 
of May: at five he was ordered to attend the 
mayor, being a conſtable; and about two o'clock 
two halbert- men broke his door, being fuddled : that 
Sir Chriſtopher Hales and Mr. Gery's men would 
have avoided the halbert- men; but the halbert- men 
were ordered to meet them; and Mr. Edward Owen 
bid them charge the peace with them, and, if they 
did not obey, to knock them down: that all was 


peaceable at the poll, and any one might have 


polled, if he pleaſed: that Ellin was committed 
for leaving his family; and before the poll was 
over, the bell- man was ſent to ſummon all thoſe, 
who had not polled, to come and poll. 

Tippin ſaid, he had taken the poll at all elections 
for 10 or 12 years, and now did it for Sir Orlando 
Bridgeman and Mr. Hopkins, for whom he voted: 
and that he could not ſee above a third part of the 


hall; but fo far as he ſaw, it was as peaceable an 


election as any. 

Cleavor ſaid, Mr. Edward Owen ordered him to 
bring a ſtick three quarters long, and if he could 
not reach their heads, to ſtrike their faces; and 
gave him four tickets for his vote for Sir Orlando 
Bridgeman and Mr. Hopkins. 

Mr. Lloyd faid, he was preſent all the three 
days, and ſaw the mayor aſſault Mr. Gery, by ſhov- 
ing him, and that Mr. Gery bid his men be quiet and 
eaſy : he had ſeen five or ſix elections, and none ſo 
quiet as this: that Mr. Cater aſſaulted and abuſed 
him, having taken Sir Orlando Bridgeman and 
Mr. Hopkins's money : and the bell-man gave no- 
tice to perſons to come to poll before the poll was 
cloſed. 

Meak ſaid, the two clerks of the city, and bailiffs, 
were ſent by the mayor and juſtices to demand his 
father's vote for Sir Orlando Bridgeman and Mr. 
Hopkins; and he . it, was put out after the 
election. 


Revet — that, a fortnight after the diſſolution of 
the parliament, one offered him three or four tickets, 
of 12 pence each, to vote for Sir Orlando Bridge- 
men and Mr. Hopkins: that the poll was fair; and 
Mr. Owen aſked him, if he had polled ? and ſay- 
ing, he had not, he bid him not poll, ſaying, they 
would poll their men elſewhere. 

Wadcock ſaid, he was deſired by the ſheriffs to 
take the poll : that he had done fo ſeveral times, 
but never ſaw any ſo quiet as this: that on Thurſ- 
day in the afternoon, he went to Sir Orlando Bridge- 
man (upon his not coming to the hall) at old Mr. 
Hopkins's; who was at firſt denied, but aſter told 
him, he would poll no more. Upon the whole, 
the committee reſolved, 

That Sir Chriſtopher Hales, baronet, is not duly 
elected a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this city. 

That Thomas Gery, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this city. 

That the late election of citizens, to ſerve in this 
parliament, is a void election. Which ſaid reſolu- 
tions, being twice read, were agreed to by the 
houſe. And 

Reſolved, that it appears to the houſe, that there 
has been a notorious riot and tumult, and other il- 
legal practices, at the election of citizens to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this city, in contempt 


of the civil authority, and violation of the freedom 
of elections. 


April 23, 1707. A petition of ſeveral freemen of 


this city, in behalf of themſelves and other freemen 
of the ſaid city, was read ; ſhewing, that at the laſt 
election of citizens, to ſerve in parliament for this 
city, many illegal practices were made uſe of by 
the mayor to return Sir Orlando Bridgeman and 
Mr. Hopkins : and praying &c. 

; Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of Robert Craven, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that before and during 
the time of the laſt election of citizens, to ſerve in 
this parliament for this city, many illegal and in- 
direct practices were uſed to procure votes for Sir 
Orlando Bridgeman and Edward Hopkins, eſquire 
and the ſheriffs of the ſaid city carried themſelves 
with great partiality for them: notwithſtanding, the 
petitioner had a great majority of legal voices, and 
ought to have been returned as one of the citizens 
to ſerve in this parliament ; yet Sir Orlando Bridge- 
man and Mr. Hopkins are returned, contrary to 
the petitioner's right: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar on the 1ſt of 
February next. But by means of other petitions 
it was not heard until, 

March 1. The houſe then proceeded to the hearing 
of the merits of the ſaid petition : and the counſel 
on both ſides were called in; and the faid petition 
was read ; and the counſel were heard, and ſeveral 
witneſſes were examined touching the right of elec- 
tion : and a book being produced, alledged to be 
of the company of fullers in this city, to prove that 
they were a company or corporation within the ſaid 
city : and the counſel and witneſſes being withdrawn, 
a motion was made, and the queſtion put, to re- 
ceive the ſaid book as evidence, but diſagreed to: 
and the counſel being again called in, Mr. Speaker 
acquainted them therewith ; and they were further 
heard as to the right of election: and the counſel 
being again withdrawn, it was reſolved, | 
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That the right of electing citizens, to ſerve in 
parliament for this city, is in ſuch perſons who 
have ſerved apprenticeſhips for ſeven years, within 


the ſaid city, to one and the ſame trade, not receiv- 


ing alms, or conſtant charity. 

And the counſel were called in, and acquainted 
therewith. 

And the petitioner's counſel proceeded to ſhew 
the proceedings and behaviour of the ſheriffs at the 
election, and alſo the merits of the election; and 
ſeveral witneſſes were examined in relation thereto. 

And the petitioner's counſel proceeding, in order 
to diſqualify ſeveral of the ſitting- members votes, 
upon account of their having received pariſh cha- 
rities : 

And the ſitting- members counſel inſiſting, that 
they have not been able to make any diſcovery of 
what perſons (on the petitioner's part) have received 
the charities of the Sacrament-money, and bread- 
money, ſo as to make objections to the petitioner's 
votes upon that account; the miniſter and church- 
wardens alledging, they kept no account of the 
ſame : and witneſſes being examined, in relation to 
that matter, the counſel and witneſſes withdrew z 
and a motion was made, and the queſtion put, 
That the petitioner be admitted to give evidence, 


- to diſqualify any of the ſitting- members votes, upon 


account of receiving Sacrament-money, or bread- 
money :—it was diſagreed to. 

And the counſel were again called in, and Mr. 
Speaker acquainted them therewith. 

Then the counſel for the petitioner proceeded, 
and called witneſſes, in order to diſqualify votes on 
account of Sir Thomas White's gift : after which 
the counſel and witneſſes withdrew; and a motion 
being made, and the queſtion put, 

That perſons, receiving Sir Thomas White's gift, 
are thereby diſabled from giving their votes, in 
electing members to ſerve in parliament for the 
ſaid city :—it was diſagreed to. 

Ordered, that the further conſideration of the 
merits of the ſaid election be adjourned till Thurſ- 
day morning next. | 

3d. The houſe again proceeded in hearing the 
merits of the ſaid election; and the counſel being 
called in, Mr. Speaker acquainted them with the 
lait refolution on Tueſday. 

Then the petitioner's counſel objecting againſt 
ſeveral of the voters for the ſitting-members, in re- 
ſpect of their having received Thomas Wheatly's 
gift, and other gifts of the like nature ; which 


they inſiſted were ſuch charities, as diſabled them 


from giving their votes at the ſaid election: ſeve- 
ral witneſſes were examined, and counſel on both 
ſides were heard, in relation thereto; and being 


withdrawn, and a motion being made, and a que- 


ſtion pur, 

That perſons, receiving Thomas Wheatly's gift, 
are thereby diſabled from giving their votes, in 
electing citizens to ſerve in parliament for this 
City :—it was diſagreed to. . 

And the counſel were again called in, and Mr. 
Speaker acquainted them therewith ; and the coun- 
ſel were heard, and ſeveral witneſſes examined, 
touching other matters relating to the ſaid electi- 
on; and the counſel and witneſſes being with- 
drawn, | 

Reſolved, that Sir Orlando Bridgeman, baronet, 
is duly elected a citizen, to ſerve in the preſent par- 
liament for this city. 


That Edward Hopkins, eſquire, is duly elected 


a citizen, to ſerve in the preſent parliament for the 
ſaid city. 


Nov. 30, 1710. A motion being made, that Mr. 
Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the clerk of the 
Crown, to make out a new writ, for the electing a 
citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the 
city of Coventry, in the room of Robert Cra 
eſquire, deceaſed ; and it being obſerved, that there 
were two petitions delivered to the clerk of the houſe, 
relating to the election for the ſaid city, purſuant to 
the orders of the two laſt parliaments; the ſame 
were read: and it appearing, that they did not 
complain againſt the ſaid Mr. Craven's election; 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant 
to the clerk of the Crown, to make out a new writ, 
for the electing a citizen for the city of Coventry, 
in the room of the ſaid Mr. Craven, deceaſed, 

Dec. 5. A petition of ſeveral freemen of this 
city, in behalf of themſelves and many others, 
was read; ſhewing, that before, and at the election 
of members, to ſerve in parliament for this city, 
many illegal practices and riots were made uſe of, 
on behalf of Thomas Gery, eſquire, who, with Sir 
Orlando Bridgeman, Edward Hopkins, and Robert 
Craven, eſquires, were candidates; whereby many 
were deterred from giving their votes according to 
their intentions; and thereby the petitioners con- 
ceive, they are deprived of one of their legal repre- 
ſentatives : and praying &c. Alſo, 

A petition of William Treen, ſenior, Joſeph Mayo, 
ſenior, Joſeph Mayo, junior, William Pilkington, 
and James Mayo, on behalf of themſelves and others 
of the company of fullers, and freemen, and of Ralph 
Whitehead, Thomas Clark, Richard Nicklin, Henry 
Clark, and Thomas Craner, in behalf of themſelves, 
and many ſcores of other freemen of the ſaid city, was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioners, and their maſters 
before them, have always enjoyed all privileges, and 
done all duties, as freemen of the ſaid city; but, 
at the laſt election of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the ſaid city, the ſherifis would not ſuffer 
the petitioners to vote (though they have an un- 
doubted right ſo to do) under pretence of a reſolu- 
tion of the houſe of commons : that the petitioners 
always uſed to vote in elections, and conceive, they 
can have no other remedy for the injury done them, 
but the juſtice of the houſe : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that they be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 


and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 13, 1711. This laſt petition of the freemen 
of the fullers company, and the other freemen there- 
in named, was again read; ſhewing, that the pe- 
titioners have been apprentices in the ſaid city, and 
ſerved ſeven years: that they, and their maſters, 
always enjoyed all privileges, and done all duties, 
belonging to the freemen thereof ; but that, at the 
election for members of parliament for the ſaid 
city, on the 18th of October, 1710, the petitioners 
were debarred by the ſheriff of their right of vot- 
ing, under pretence of a reſolution of this houſe ; 
wherein it was determined, That the right of 
election was only in freemen ſerving their appren- 
ticeſhip in the ſaid city:“ that the petitioners (the 
fullers) and their predeceſſors, are, for the benefit 
of their fulling-mills, compelled to live out of 
town, and pay to church and poor, and ſerve all 


offices belonging to the companies of the ſaid city ; 


and the petitioners, and other trades, have been ad- 
mitted to vote, for many years; and all of them 
have undoubted claim to it, by the conſtant me- 
thod of election in the ſaid city: and praying, that 
their right may be aſcertained, and reparation for 
the injury ſuſtained, by the denial of their votes. 


Order ed, | 
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Ordered, that it- be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March g. Ordered, that the report be made on 
the morrow-ſevennight. | 

13th. Mr. Freeman reported the matter upon the 
faid petition: That they had heard counſel for the 
petitioners, and for the late ſheriffs of Coventry. 
The petitioners counſel called, 

Whadcock and Wright; who ſaid, the fullers 
company, as appears by their books, have been in- 
corporated above 200 years ; that they have two 
ſears in St. Michael's church, in Coventry; they 
pay to church and poor in the city, though they 
live out of it; have always enjoyed all privileges, 
that are peculiar to freemen of that city only ; and 
have voted in all elections to parliament for 20 years 

and never were objected to, till within three 
years paſt ; that ſeveral of the fullers company live 
with their families in the city, and have ſhops there, 
which none but freemen are permitted to have; they 
generally live without the city, for convenieney of 
water uſed in their trade; but were never, on that 
account, refuſed any privilege of freemen, or de- 
nied to vote, till 1708: 

That above 60 perſons at a time have come from 
London, and have been permitted to vote without 
exception; and the petitioners were refuſed by the 
ſheriffs at the laſt election. 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

That the members of the company of fullers, 
within this city, being freemen, not receiving alms, 
have a right to vote in the election of members, 
to ſerve in parliament for this city. 

That ſuch freemen of the city of Coventry, as do 
not receive alms, or weekly-charity, and have ſerved 
ſeven years apprenticeſhip within the ſaid city, or 
the ſuburbs thereof, have a right to vote in the 
election of members, to ſerve in parliament for this 
city : whereto (on their being twice read) the houſe 
agreed. 

March 5, 1713. A petition of ſeveral freemen of 
this city, in behalf of themſelves, and many hun- 
dreds, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for the 
- 1 IB Sir Chriſtopher Hales, baronet, Sir Ful- 
war Skipwith, baronet, and John Neale, eſquire, were 
candidates: that ſeveral indirect practices were made 
uſe of, in behalf of the ſaid Sir Chriſtopher Hales and 
Sir Fulwar Skipwith; and by themſelves, and their 
agents; and, by great riots, ſeveral were deterred 
from giving their votes, according to their inclina- 
tion; by which the petitioners conceive themſelves 
greatly injured: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of Sir Chriſtopher 
Hales, and Sir Fulwar Skipwith, baronets, was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioners, Sir Thomas 
Samwell, and Sir Adolphus Oughton, were candi- 
dates, at the late election for this city: that the 
ſheriffs of the ſaid city refuſed many freemen, who 
would have polled for the petitioners, and admitted 
others to vote for the ſitting- members, who were 
not freemen ; and by theſe, and other arbitrary and 
illegal practices, have returned Sir Thomas Sam- 

well, and Mr. Oughton, in prejudice to the petiti- 
oners; and that Mr. Oughton was required to 
make oath of his qualification, which he did ac- 
cordingly; but believes he is not qualified accord- 
ing to the meaning of the late act of parliament for 
chat purpoſe: and praying &c. 
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Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of the honourable Ful- 
war Craven, eſquire, and Sir Fulwar Skipwith, ba- 
ronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members, to ſerve in parliament for the city of Co- 
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ventry, the petitioners, Sir Adolphus Opghton, and - - 


John Neale, eſquire, were candidates: that the ſhe- 
riffs of the ſaid city begun the poll at a place no 
ways convenient, although the petitioners proteſted 
againſt taking it . . any other place but the uſual 
place, where it hath been taken for forty years laſt 
pait : that after the ſheriffs had polled 106 per- 


ſons for the ſaid Sir Adolphus Oughton, and Mr. 


Neale, and five only for the petitioners, Sir Adol- 
phus Oughton, and Mr. Neale, under pretence of 
making the place more convenient, deſired the ſhe- 
riffs to adjourn the poll for an hour, which they 
did ; the petitioners, with ſeveral hundreds of per- 
ſons, who had right to vote, attended at the time of 
adjournment, and demanded their pol] ; but the 
ſheriffs, and Sir Adolphus Oughton, and Mr. Neale, 
never came to the court that day; and that, after 
the petitioners had waited ſeveral hours, and ſent 
ſeveral freemen to the ſheriffs, to know why they 
did not come to poll, according to the adjourn- 


ment, they declared, they would poll every man 


that had a right, and would come and demand their 
poll the next morning : the petitioners attended next 
morning, at the ſame place, and above a thouſand 
voters, and demanded to be polled ; but the ſheriffs 
not coming, the petitioners ſent to know, why they 
did not come; were told by the ſheriffs, they had 
already made their return, and would poll no more : 
and praying &c. | 

Ordered to be heard at the bar on the 8th day 
of November next. 

A petition of ſeveral perſons, whoſe names are 
thereunto ſubſcribed, on behalf of themſelves, and 
ſeveral hundred other freemen of the ſaid city, was 
read; ſhewing, that when the late parliament was 
drawing near a concluſion, John Kilſby, mayor, then, 
and now, one of the deputies of the poſtmaſters- 
general, and the aldermen of the ſaid city, deter- 
mined amongſt themſelves, to have only ſuch per- 
ſons returned members to ſerve in parliament as 
they ſhould approve, without regard to the rights of 
the electors, whoſe concurrence they deſpaired of ob- 
taining, having loſt their affections by an indiſcreet, 
partial, and inſolent adminiſtration of the govern- 
ment of the ſaid city: and, in order to the carry- 
ing on this deſign, the making new ſheriffs, which, 
according to the charter and cuſtom, ought to have 
been between Michaelmas and Allhallow-tide, was 
delayed till a little before the writs iſſued for the 
election; ſeveral perſons were nominated before 


that time to ſerve the office, and excuſed, upon 


their declaring, that though they were in the ſame 
intereſts with the ſaid magiſtrates, yet they would 
run no hazards, but if there were an election of 
members in their year, they would . . what was 
juſt : that the ſaid mayor and aldermen, together 
with Sir Adolphus Oughton, knight and baronet, 
and John Neale, eſquire, two of the candidates, for 
whom the ſaid magiſtrates had early engaged,- and 
uſed all indirect and arbitrary means, by threats and 
promiſes, to force the freemen of the ſaid city to 
vote for them, did at laſt prevail upon John Shaw, 
and Humphrey Lewis, one, or both, not free of the 
city, to take upon them the office of ſheriffs; pro- 
miſing them rewards, and to indemnify them mw 
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all their unwarrantable practices: they concluded 
theſe to be fit tools for their purpoſe, being men 
of very little ſubſtance, much meaner than have 
been known heretofore to bear that office : that be- 
fore the county-court was held, and the election 
made, the ſheriffs gave notice, by proclamation, 
they would open the writ the Tueſday morning fol- 
lowing, at. ten of the clock, at a very inconvenient 
place by them prepared, for taking the poll : not- 
withſtanding which notice, they began the election 
an hour ſooner than the time appointed ; thoſe they 
had procured to vote for Sir Adolphus Oughton, 
and Mr. Neale, with others their friends and ad- 
herents, having taken ſuch poſſeſſion of the place, 
that few of the freemen could come near it, who 
deſired to give their votes for Sir Fulwar Skipwith, 
baronet, and Fulwar Craven, eſquire, two other 
of the candidates; and after polling 106 for Sir 
Adolphus Oughton, and Mr. Neale, and 5 for 
Mr. Craven, and Sir Fulwar Skipwith, though there 
were at leaſt 1500 freemen then preſent expecting to 
be polled, the ſheriffs adjourned the court for an 
hour, and went with Sir Adolphus Oughton, and 
Mr. Neale, and with the mayor and aldermen to a 
publick houſe, and in a little time to another; from 
whence the ſheriffs were not ſuffered to return to 
court, nor even their wives, who were crying in 
the ſtreets, nor any perſon to come to them, ex- 
cept the agents and friends of the ſaid Sir Adol- 
phus Oughton and Mr. Neale : that many freemen 
demanding the ſheriffs to proceed with the election, 
it was ſignified to them, they would the next morn- 
ing; and great numbers of the freemen came then 
to the place where the ſheriffs had taken the votes 
the day before, but found the ſhed they had e- 
rected, pulled down, upon pretence of making it 
more convenient, and no proviſion made for ano- 
ther; and after waiting ſeveral hours for the ſheriffs 
to open the court, they were told that the ſheriffs 
had returned Sir Adolphus Oughton and Mr. Neale; 
which return the petitioners have reaſon to believe 
was extorted by force and violence, becauſe the 
ſheriffs were kept up all night in the publick houſe: 
the petitioners are able to prove many other arbi- 
trary, illegal, and corrupt practices of the mayor, 
aldermen, ſheriffs, and of the members, and what 
riots and diſorders were committed by them and 
their agents; and that the mayor himſelf, inſtead 
of keeping the peace, broke it: that one of the 
candidates, as the petitioners have heard, has a 
commiſſion in the foot guards, by the means of his 
colonel, a great peer in this realm, in high places 
and commands; whoſe intereſt in him, as his chief 
favourite, they often hear of, and are as often 
threatned with his power ; cbtained an order for all 
the freemen ſerving in any the forces in Great Bri- 
tain, and Ireland ; and alſo thoſe that are penſioners 
at Chelſea-hoſpital, to march to the election to vote 
for him and Mr. Neale; and many of them appear- 
ed there in their regimental cloaths, with their 
ſwords, to the terror of the other freemen, ſome of 


whom, at the inſtigatibn of the candidate officer, 


were cut and wounded by them: the petitioners 
have another inſtance of the moſt extravagant uſe 


that gentleman made of the authority his commiſ- 


ſion gives him; but above all, the vileſt and moſt 


impudent action was, the liberty the magiſtrates, 
and the returned members, and their agents, took, 
to pretend a recommendation for one of the mem- 
bers from a very great perſon, whoſe name ought 
never to be mentioned without due reſpect, and 
who abhors any ſuch practices: theſe proceedings 


the petitioners conceive to be in the defiance of the 
laws of this realm, and manifeſt violations of thoſe 
made for the freedom of elections; ſcandalous and 
exorbitant abuſes of the power entruſted with the 
mayor and magiſtrates of the city, and the ſhare 
the mayor has had in them ; beſides an open breach 
of the act of parliament, which has provided that 
no perſon employed in the revenue of the pot. 
office, ſhall intermeddle in the elections of member 
of parliament; and all theſe proceedings are moſt 
flagrantly injurious to the rights of the petitioners, 
and many others, near nineteen parts in twenty of 
the freemen of the ſaid city, being deprived of an 
opportunity to give their votes for the proper per. 
ſons to repreſent them in | parliament : and pray. 
ing &c. 

Ordered to be heard at hs hon on the 8th day 
of November. 

A petition of the mayor, aldermen, council, 
ſheriffs, chamberlains, wardens, and divers of the 
enregiſtered freemen of this city, in behalf of them- 
ſelves and many hundred others, enregiſtered free. 
men, reſiding in the ſaid city, was read; ſhewing, 
that at the election of citizens to repreſent the ſaid 
city in parliament, ſuch unheard of riots and dif. 
orders. . . committed, and by ſome undue in- 
fluence carried to ſuch an unexampled exceſs of 
violence, that both the houſes, goods, and perſons 
of divers of the petitioners, were expoſed to the 
moſt immediate danger : that the legal authority of 
the magiſtrates, was, by the fury of the ſeditious, 
entirely ſubdued, and totally diſabled to diſcharge 
the duties of their reſpective offices, and maintain- 
ing the peace of the city ; moſt of the peace-officers 
employed by them, were maimed and diſabled in 
the execution of their orders : that by theſe tumul- 
tuous proceedings, moſt of the petitioners were de- 
prived of their undoubted right of giving their 
ſuffrages for perſons to repreſent them in parliament; 
and deſpair of any poſſibility for the future, of the 
peace of the city, as to allow of any ſubſequent 
elections being carried on, in ſuch a manner as to 
admit them to the exerciſe of that moſt valuable 
privilege, with either freedom in their choice, or 
ſafety to their perſons : the petitioners apprehend 
theſe great diſorders are principally occaſioned by 
the want of having the right of electors aſcertained 
and explained ; and by a great number of perſons, 
many of which never reſide in the city, who claim 
a right of voting, neglecting or refuſing to be en- 
rolled in the regiſter of the city-freemen, purſuant 
to the antient cuſtom of the ſaid city, and the pre- 
ſent uſage of other corporations : That for want of 
ſome proper regulations in theſe particulars, great 
numbers of foreigners are brought in at elections 
from diſtant parts of the country, under the pretence 
of being outlying freemen; who, being ſtrangers to 
the city, and unknown to the inhabitants, are the 
chiefeſt promoters, and audacious actors in all the 
miſchiefs that are committed upon that occaſion : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar on the 8th day of 
November. 

29th. Ordered the ſaid ſeveral petitions to be 
heard at the bar on the 15th day of November. 

Nov. 1. Ordered leave be given to withdraw the 
ſaid petition of the freemen of this city. 

Ordered leave be given to withdraw the ſaid pe- 
tition of the mayor and aldermen of this city. 

15th. The houſe. proceeded in hearing the mat- 
ter of the ſaid election, and the counſel were called 


in. 
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The petition of the honourable Fulwar Craven, 
eſquire, and Sir Fulwar Skipwith, was read. 

The counſel for the petitioners were heard, and 
examined ſeveral witneſſes touching the partiality of 
the ſheriffs, and the manner of proceeding in the 
aid election. 

Ordered to be heard again on Saturday morning. 

16th. Ordered the ſaid election, which was to 
be heard to-morrow morning, be heard again on 
Monday next. | 

19th. The houſe proceeded to the farther hearing 
of the ſaid election. | 

And the counſel for the ſitting- members were 
heard, and examined ſeveral witneſſes touching 
riots and tumults, which interrupted the ſaid e- 
lection. 

And the ſaid counſel called a witneſs to be exa- 
mined touching the qualification of ſuch perſons 
as have a right to vote, in the electing of citizens 
to ſerve in parliarnent for this city ; and that being 
objected to by the counſel for the petitioners ; 

The counſel were heard thereupon. ; 

Reſolved, that the ſitting- members counſel be 
admitted to give evidence touching the qualification 
of ſuch perſons who have right to vote in the elec- 
tion of citizens to ſerve in parliament for this city. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the counſel therewith. 

Ordered to be farther heard on to-morrow morn- 
ing. | 
20. The houſe proceeded in the farther hearing 
the merits of the faid election. 

And the counſel for the fitting-members pro- 
ceeded in the examining witneſſes touching riots 
and tumults, and for ſettling the right of election, 
and ſummed up their evidence. And the petitio- 
ners counſel were heard by way of reply. 

Reſolved, that the right of election of citizens 
to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid city, is in ſuch 
freemen as have ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip 
to one and the ſame trade, in the faid city, or the 
ſuburbs thereof, and do not receive alms or weekly 
charity; ſuch freemen being duly ſworn and en- 


rolled. 


Reſolved, that it appears to the houſe, that there 
were notorious and outrageous riots, tumults, and 
ſeditions, at the late election of a citizen to ſerve in 
parliament for the ſaid city in defiance of the civil 
authority, and in violation of the privilege of elec- 
tions; cauſed by the agents and friends of the peti- 
tioners, who were the authors, contrivers, and pro- 
moters of the ſaid riots, tumults, and ſeditions. 

Reſolved, 

That Sir Adolphus Oughton, baronet, is not 
duly elected a citizen to ſerve in parliament for this 
city. 

That John Neale, eſquire, is not duly elected a 
citizen to ſerve in parliament for this city. 

That the late election of members to ſerve in 
parliament, for this city, is a void election. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that 
Charles Buggs was one of the principal promoters 
of the ſaid riots, tumults, and ſeditions at the late 
election of citizens to ſerve in parliament, for this 
city. 

That the ſaid Charles Buggs be, for his ſaid of- 

taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms at- 
tending this houſe. | 

It was moved to adjourn, and diſagreed to. 

Reſolved, that George Newcombe was one of the 


Perſons principally concerned in the ſaid riots. and 
tumults, | 


Ordered, that the ſaid George Newcombe be, for 


his ſaid offence, taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant 
at arms attending this hovſe. 

Reſolved; that William Wells was one of the. 
principal contrivers and promoters of the ſaid riots, 
tumults, and ſeditions; and is alſo guilty of uttering 
ſeditious and ſcandalous words againſt the government. 

Ordered, that the ſaid William Wells be, for the 
ſaid offence, committed to the Gate-houſe. 

A motion was made to adjourn, and diſagreed to. 

Reſolved, that it appears to the houſe, that Sir 
Thomas Gery, knight, was one of the principal 
contrivers and promoters of the ſaid riots, tumults, 
and editions. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid Sir Thomas Gery be, for 
his ſaid offence, taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant 
at arms attending this houſe, 

Reſolved, that Mr. Thomas Kimberly was ano- 
ther of the principal contrivers and promoters of 
the ſaid riots, tumults, and ſeditions. 

Ordered, that the faid Mr. Thomas Kimberly, 
for his ſaid offence, be taken into cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Thomas Wright was one of 
the principal contrivers and promoters of the ſaid 
riots, tumults, and ſeditions. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Thomas Wright be, 
for his ſaid offence, taken into cuſtody of the ſer- 

Jeant at arms attending this houſe. 

Reſolved, that Mr. George Aldridge, practitio- 
ner in phyſick, was one of the principal contrivers 
and promoters of the ſaid riots, tumults, and ſedi- 
tions. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. George Aldridge, for 
his ſaid offence, be taken into the cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Benjamin Holden was one of 
the perſons principally concerned in the ſaid riots and 
tumults. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Benjamin Holden 
be, for his ſaid offence, taken into the cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

Jan. 15. A petition of the honourable Fulwar 
Craven, ciquire, and Sir Fulwar Skipwith, baronet, 
was read; ſhewing, that the right of electing citi- 
Zens to ſerve for this city was reſolved by the houſe, 
to be in ſuch freemen as have ſerved ſeven years 
apprenticeſhips ro one and the ſame trade, in the 
ſaid city or ſuburbs thereof, and do not receive alms 
or weekly charity; ſuch freemen being duly ſworn 
and enrolled : that the petitioners, Sir Adolphus 
Oughton, and John Neale, eſquire, were candidates: 
that the ſaid Sir Adolphus and Mr. Neale were 
declared to be elected by the ſherifts ....... . 
ſeveral hundreds to vote for them who were no free- 

men, and rejecting more that were undoubted free- 
men, who offered to vote for the petitioners ; and 
by divers indirect and partial proceedings of the 
ſaid ſheriffs and magiſtrates, the ſaid Sir Adolphus 
Oughton and Mr. Neale are returned for the ſaid 
city, in wrong to the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 10, 1723. A petition of the honourable Ful- 
war Craven, eſquire, and Sir Fulwar Skipwith, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that the houſe having 
voted the late election of Sir Adolphus Oughton, 
and Mr. Neale, for this city to be void, a writ 
iſſued for a new election, which was on the 11th of 
December, 1722; the houſe declaring the right of 
election to be in ſuch freemen as has ſerved ſeven 


years apprenticeſhip to one and the ſame trade, in 
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the ſaid city or ſuburbs, and not receiving alms or 
weekly charity ; ſuch freemen being duly ſworn and 
enrolled : that the petitioners, and Sir Adolphus 
Oughton, and Mr. Neal were candidates at the faid 


new election, and after the ſame had, in a very di- 


latory manner, been continued by adjournments to 
the 22d of December, 1722, the ſitting- members 
were declared elected; a majority for them on the 
poll being obtained by the ſheriffs admitting ſeveral 
hundreds to vote for them that were not freemen, 
and rejecting more undoubted freemen, who would 
have voted for the petitioners ; and the magiſtrates 
committed divers other indirect proceedings, in 
ſwearing and enrolling the freemen in favour of the 
ſitting· members; and though a ſcrutiny was grant- 
ed by the ſheriffs, yet the mayor refuſed the inſpec- 
tion of the books in which the freemen were en- 
rolled : and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 


of, and to report it with their opinion. 


Feb. 10. Ordered, that leave be'given to withdraw 
the ſaid petition. 


CRICKLADE. | 
THIS borough is fituate in the county of Wilts: 


tives to Edward the firſt's parliaments, and after- 
wards only to the parliament in the 2oth of Edward 


Reg. 954- the ſecond. But Mr. Prynn, in his regiſter, ſtates 


this to be the firſt return; and afterwards they agree, 
it ſent to eight of Edward the third's parliaments. 
Mr. Prynn has inſerted returns from the firſt 
to the thirteenth of Richard the ſecond, from the 
end of whoſe reign (except in the 1ſt of Henry IV. 
and 1ſt and gth of Henry V.) it ceaſed till the 
reign of Henry VI. when it returned to eleven parli- 
aments, and to two of Edward the IV's; after which, 
I apprehend it has been regular in its returns with 
other boroughs. I meet with no memoirs of its 
elections until 168 5; of which, and thoſe follow- 
ing, I find theſe, viz. 

May 23, 1685. A : petition of Thomas Freak, 
eſquire, touching the election for this borough, and 
a petition of Edmund Webb touching the ſame e- 
lection, were read. | | 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petitions be referred to 
the committee of privileges and elections, to exa- 
mine and report the matter, with their opinion. 

June 1oth. Sir Chriſtopher Muſgrave report- 
ed from the committee of privileges and elections, 
the matter concerning this election. 


It was agreed by the counſel on all ſides, that 


the right of election for this borough is in the free- 
holders, copyholders, and leaſeholders for. three 


years; whereupon, and upon examination of the 
whole matter, the committee came to the following 


- reſolutions, | 

That Charles Fox, the ſitting-member, is duly 
elected to ſerve as a burgeſs in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 


That Thomas Freake, eſquire, the preſent mem- 


ber is not duly elected to ſerve as a burgeſs in this 


preſent parliament for-this borough. 
That Edmund Webb, eſquire, is duly elected a 


burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 


+ Which reſolutions being twice read, were agreed 
to by the houſe, 


Ordered the clerk of the Crown to attend, to 


amend the return, 


and, Dr. Willis writes, it returned repreſenta- 


Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of Thomas Freake, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue election and re. 
turn of members for this borough to ſerve in this 
preſent convention, and of divers undue proceedings 
at the time of the ſaid election, was read, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri. 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion, to the houſe. 

April 1, 1689. Colonel Birch reported from the 
committee, the matter concerning this election. 

The queſtion was, whether. the poll was duly 
cloſed or no. It was agreed by the counſel on 
both ſides, that the right of election was in the 
freeholders and copyholders of the borough. 
houſes, and leaſcholders for any term not leſ 
than three years, only the counſel for Mr. Webb 
alledged they onght to be poſſeſſed of an eſtate 
in their own right, and not in right of their 
wives. 

For the petitioner, was called Thomas Tainter, 
who delivered in two papers; one being a poll taken 
by the bailiff, and the other by the conſtable : by 
the former, Mr. Freake had 5, and Mr. Webb 
21 voices. 

By the latter it appeared, that Mr. Freake, be- 
ſides the voices in the bailiff's poll, had 45 voices, 
colonel Webb 4; ſo that the conſtables poll be- 
ing taken for good; in the whole Mr. Webb had 
25 voices, Mr. Freake 50. 

That Tainter ſaid, when he was bailiff, he adviſed 
with his neighbours who had the right of election, 
and they agreed it was in the freeholders, copy- 
holders, and leaſeholders; and they uſed to begin at 
one end of the town and go to the other, and take 
the houſes in order, and the majority of voices car- 
ried it; but at this laſt election the bailiff went to 
what houſes he pleaſed, and left the reſt. 

That there uſed to be no denial of voices to thoſe 
who had an eſtate in their wives right. That after 
the bailiff had denied to go on with the poll, the 
conſtable took it. That Mr. Fox had about 60, 
and Mr. Freake 50 voices. That Baſſet was ex- 
cepted to by the bailiff, becauſe he claimed in right 
of his wife, though he uſed to vote, and had polled 
before for colonel Webb, and had been allowed. 
That Tainter himſelf, though he has been a free- 
holder theſe 60 years, was denied. That he was 
there, when the conſtable ſpoke to the bailiff to go 
on with the poll, but the bailiff refuſed, ſaying, he 
was in fear of his life. n 

Mr. Pledwell ſaid, he was employed to take the 
poll, and as the bailiff called them, he ſet them 
down; that by his poll, colonel Webb had 21, 
and Mr. Fox 5; that ſeveral offered to poll for 
Mr, Freake, and were refuſed ; that he called Wil- 
liam Fry to the poll, two or three times before he 
would anſwer; and ſays the bailiff, I call Wil- 
liam Fry, junior ;” ſays he, © detain no poll.” 
Thereupon there was a great ſhout, and he ſhut up 
the poll, and ſaid he was in fear of his life. 

Goring ſaid, John Wild, the bailiff, declared 
he would return colonel Webb, if he had bur fix 
votes; that there was no King; that it was but 3 
convention; and let the worſt come to the worſt, it 
would coſt him but 40 pounds. 

Charles Kilmiſter ſaid the ſame, and the bailiff 
began at one end of the town, and ſkipped to the 
other; he remembered three elections, and they 
uſed to go through in order, and that when he had 
called all the votes for colonel Webb, he left off. 
He ſays, the bailiff refuſed to go on with the poll, 
and then the conſtable took it. Fr 
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Thomas Kilminſter ſaid, the bailiff declared, if 
colonel Webb had but fix votes, he would return 
him : that he voted for colonel Webb ; but many, 
who did ſo, would not do fo again, _ — 

were carried ſo foul. 


iind fays, the bei took colonel Webb, and 


Mr. Fox's votes firſt ; EI ING EN 
uſual. 
"" Deals fold, he has been bailiff of Cricklade : 
that this election was not as formerly, becauſe they 
did not call houſe by houſe; and at ſome they 
did not call at all : that, at the cloſing of the poll, 
he called one or two who had no votes, at which 
the people laughed ; whereupon the bailiff ſaid, he 
was afraid of his life, and cloſed the poll. Says, 
he never knew any one excepted to, whoſe eſtate 
was in right of his wife, but has known ſuch to 
have voted ; and that the bailiff had no cauſe for 
his fear. 

For colonel Webb, the counſel ſaid, they would 
not infiſt againſt the right of election, but would 

to ſhew the force : and called, 

Mr. Maſkallyn ; who ſaid,” he was deſired by the 
bailiff to take the poll: he ſuſpects it did not go on 
as they expected, and Mr. Freake called rogue, and 
Baſſet called thief ; and one Dennis was in a paſſion, 
ſtruck one Mr. Williams, which he. ſuppoſes 
s the occaſion of the fray. He believes the 
but ſaid, he intended to go on 


; fo, he ſuppoſes, . he was 
pap hg nant Gr He then delivered 
in a liſt which the bailiff polled; and the perſons 
firſt placed are ſuch, who ſhewed their leaſes to the 
bailiff; the next were frecholders ; and the laſt were 
thoſe whoſe right he doubted : that when. the laſt 
perſon polled, the diſturbance began, which he thinks 
was ſo great, that it was impoſlible for the bailiff to 
go on, without great abuſes. 

Violet ſaid, there was a great mutiny, and the 
bailiff was threatned, but he ſaw no blows ſtruck ; 


and thinks the diſturbance ſo great, that it was 


hard for the bailiff to go on: that when the bailiff 
went to his houſe, they ſent to him to go on with 
his poll; and he told them, he was afraid: ſays 
Mr. Freake's brother, if you are ſo, you may 
come with piſtols, and defend yourſelf.” 
Palmer ſaid, he was t all the time; that 


there was a noiſe and diſturbance ; that ſilence was 
called two or three times, yet the noiſe went on ; 


and faw Mr. Dennis bouncing people up and down. 
John Calf ſaid, a man, employed by Mr. Freake, 
told him, if he would draw his beer for him, and 
be for him, he would give him double or treble for it. 
And Mr. Fox, a member, ſaid, he was preſent 
at the election, and the firſt or ſecond that gave his 


ing intimation of unfair play, gave ſome heat ; at 
laſt one Fry came (ſome one put in to occaſion de- 
bate) and being aſked if he had a leaſe, he ſaid he 
had none thereupon there was a great hum, and 
the bailiff and captain Maſceline went away : he 
fays, though ill words paſſed, he does not know, 
nor did take notice of any noiſe after they had 
conſulted how to go on with the poll : that he ſent 


to the bailiff to go on with the poll; but was an- 


ſwered, he was afraid; at laſt ſent word, the con- 
ſtable ſhould keep the peace 3 and when he came, 
they called over the names of thoſe who had been 
bailiffs, and they were to be judges of the poll. 

Sir Edmund Warneford, a member, ſaid, he was 


vote was a child about 15 years of age; which giv- 


alſo there ; and they went on quietly, till, upon the 
_ about a lad's polling, there grew a great 
no 

And that another being called,who ſaid he had no 
leaſe, the noiſe increaſed : that he faw no blows ; 
but the bailiff ſnut up his paper, and ſaid, he was 
in danger of his life: he was ſent . , to come, and 
go on with the poll ; but ſaid, he was in fear of his 
life, and would not come: upon the whole, 
the committee were of opinion, That the poll was 
unduly cloſed by the bailiff; and reſolved, 

That Edmund Webb, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

That Thomas Freake, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That the proceedings of the bailiff be reported 
ſpecially to the houſe : which two firſt reſolutions 
were read twice, and agreed to by the houſe. 

Ordered, that John Wild, bailiff of this borough, 
be ſent for in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, for 
his miſcarriages in the election of burgeſſes for this 
borough. 

April 1, 1690. A petition of Samuel Barker, eſ- 
quire, was read ; ſetting forth, that the petitioner 
had the majority of duly qualified votes for this bo- 
rough ; notwithſtanding which, the bailiff, by many 
indirect practices, uſed by him and colonel Webb, 
hath returned colonel Webb, in prejudice to the 
petitioner : and praying the conſideration of the 
houſe, and that a ſhort day may be appointed to 
hear it. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame to the houſe, with their opinion. 

Oct. 16. A petition of Samuel Barker, eſouire, 
was read; ſetting forth, that the burgeſſes, elected 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough, have, time 
out of mind, been choſen by the freeholders, copy- 
holders, and leaſeholders, by leaſe in writing, for 
any term not leſs than three years; by the majo- 
rity of whom, on February the 24th laſt, the pe- 
titioner, with Charles Fox, eſquire, were duly elect- 
ed; but the bailiff hath returned the ſaid Charles 
Fox, and Edmund Webb, eſquires, in prejudice to 
the ſaid petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred as before. 

N. B. The reaſon of inſerting this laſt petition was, 

becauſe it differed from the former. 

Nov. 26,1695. A petition of ſeveral of the inhabit- 
ants of this borough was read; ſetting forth, that on 
the 19th of October laſt, about two o'clock in the af- 
ternoon, John Wild, bailiff of this borough, gave 
notice by proclamation, That, at nine o'clock the 
next morning, he would proceed to the election of 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough ; which ſhort notice being looked upon as 
inſufficient, and ſeveral of the electors being ab- 
ſent, and others intending to go to neighbouring 
markets, on that the bailiff was applied to to defer 
the day of election to a reaſonable time; but he poſi- 
tively refuſed to do it, and went to an election ac- 
cording to this ſhort notice, and hath returned Ed- 
mund Webb, and Charles Fox, eſquires, as duly 
elected; though ſeveral of the petitioners proteſted 
againſt the election, and did not give their votes: 
which actings of the bailiff were done with deſign 
to ſurpriſe the petitioners; and are illegal, as they 
conceive, and may be of dangerous conſequence to 
the conſtitution of parliaments, if not prevented: 
and praying the conſideration of the premiſes &c. 

Ordered, 
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Ordered, that the conſideration thereof be referred to 


the committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Feb. 20. Ordered, that the report be received on 
Saturday morning next. | 
22d. Colonel Granville , The committee 
had examined the matter of the faid petition 
and it appeared, that the notice was given in at two 
o'clock, that the election would be the next day at 
nine: that application was made to the bailiff to 
put off the election; which he refuſed. | 
The petitioners called Mr. Hays; who ſaid, that 
the bailiff, the day before the election, refuſing to 
defer it to a further time, and denying a liſt of ſueh 
who had right to vote, Mr. Styles, one of the can- 
didates, went out of town. 
Skilling ſaid, one Watts, and Fitzhugh, were 


out of town; and one of them did not come. to 


town till the election was near over. | 
That it was agreed, the right of election was in 

the freeholders, copyholders, and leaſeholders for 

not leſs than three years; from whence the petitio- 


ners counſel inferred, it could not be a reaſonable 
notice, becauſe deeds were to be produced, to make 


out the voters rights, which would require fome 


time. 
For the ſitting · members was called Mr. Maſca- 


line; who ſaid, when they were come to the church 
to elect, people were ſurpriſed that Mr. Styles did 


not appear; and that the bailiff ſent three times to 
him, but he did not think fit to come; and upon 


the third meſſage, word was brought, he was gone 
out of town; whereupon the bailiff went on with 


the poll, upon the advice of the neighbours and 


gentlemen preſent: that three proclamations, at leaſt, 
were made before the cloſing it; and believes, it was 


at leaſt one before it was cloſed: that by the bailiff*s 
liſt, there could not be above 15 or 16 abſent ; 
ſome of whom he knew would have been for the 
ſitting· members. : 

That it appeared by his, and Collin's . 


there had been many elections for this borough, « on 


as little notice. 
The poll was, For Mr. Fur 61, 
For Mr. Webb 30, 
For Mr. Styles 15. 


And it appeared, that eight of the petitioners vot- 


ed at this election, and another was in town, | 
Thomas Weſton proved another of the petitioners 
to be in Cricklade, at the time of the election, viz. 
Anthony Reading: upon which the committee re- 
ſolved, - 
That Charles Fox, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
gels, to ſerve in this preſent parliament. for this 


That Edmund Webb, eſquire, is duly elected 2 


burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 
That the petition of the burgeſſes of this bo- 


rough, complaining of an undue election, is vexa-. 


tious, frivolous, and groundleſs. 


The ſeveral reſolutions, being read twice, were 
- occaſioned very great loſs to great numbers of his 


Majeſty's ſubjects, and has highly prejudiced the 


agreed to Ey the houſe. 


Dec. 16, 1698. A petition of - Joſeph Stiles, ny 


quire, was read ; - ſetting forth, that Charles Fox, 
eſquire, and the petitioner, were .duly choſen, to 


ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough ;. 


but the bailiff hath returned Edmund Plydal; eſ- 


quire, in the petitioner's wrong: "ny praying relief 


in the premiſes. 


. Ordered to be referred to Pa pi of privi- 


leges and elections, to examine the matter, and te-. 
Port the __ with their opinion. 


Nov. 24, 1708. Ordered a'warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs wo ſerve for this borough, in 
the room of Edmund Dunch, eſquire, made maſter 
of the Queen's houſhold. © 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of Sir George Hanger, 
knight, was read z ſhewing, that the petitioner, and 
Edmund Dunch, eſquire, were duly choſen bur. 
geſſes, to ſerve in the preſent parliament for this 
borough, and ought to have been returned; but 
Henry Dennis, and John Walls, bailiffs of the ſaid 
borough, reſuſed to poll ſeveral good voters for the 
petitioner, and admitted ſeveral bad voters for 
Samuel Robinfon, eſquire, whom they have return. 
ed, in wrong of the petitioner: and praying &c, 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine _ matter, 


and report the fame, with their opinion.” 
March 3, 1713. A petition of Samuel Robinſon, 


eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 


a Candidate at the election for this borough : tha: 
Sir Thomas Read, baronet, William Gore, eſquire, 
and Henry Pool, eſquire, were alſo candidates: 
that ſeveral were admitted to poll for the faid.. . 
Thomas Read, who had no right; by which illegal 
practices, the ſaid Sir Thorhas Read has procured 
himſelf to be unduly elected, in wrong of the peti - 
oner, nne — 

ing &. 

' Ordered, Ghar it be e PE 
privileges and elections, ro examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. / 

April 14, 1714. Ordered, that Mr. Robinſon 
have leave to withdraw the ſaid petition. | 

June 12. A petition of Edmund Warnford, eſ- 
quire, was tead; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, in the room of Sir William Gore, 
eſquire, deceaſed, the petitioner, and Samuel Ro- 
binſon, eſquire, were candidates: that the ſaid Mr. 
Robinſon, by bribing, &c. has procured himſelf 


to be returned, in wrong of the petitioner : that 


John Lane, bailiff, polled ſeveral, who had no right, 
for the ſaid Mr. Robinſon; and refuſed others, who 


had right, for the petitioner; and denied to return 


the petitioner, although he had a majority of 63; 
and declared, before the election, that if Mr. Ro- 
binſon had but five votes, he would return him: 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, n te dee ee enen of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. | | 
In the year 17943. The houſe took into their 
conſideration the conduct of the directors of the 
South-Sea company, four of wm wess meinibers 
of the houſe: And 

Jan. 23, 1720. Ordered, — Jacob Sawbridge, 
eſquire, be ſummoned to attend in his place imme- 
diately ; and being ſoon after come into the houſe, - 

A motion was made, and the queſtion propoſed, 
that the ſaid Mr. Sawbridge, a member of this 
houſe, is guilty of a notorious breach of truſt, as 
à director of the South - Sea company; and thereby 


publick credit. 

Mr. Sawbridge was heard in his place; and being 
withdrawn, 1 

Reſolved; nem. con. That Jacob Sawbridge, eſ- 
quire, a member of this houſe, and one of the di- 
rectors of the South · Sea company, is guilty of 2 
notorious breach of truſt, as a director of the ſaid 
company; and has thereby occaſioned very great 


loſs 
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loſs ta great numbers of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and 
has highly prejudiced the publick credit. 

1 nem. con. That the ſaid Jacob Saw- 

bridge be, for his ſaid offence, expelled this houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Jacob Sawbridge be taken 
inco the cuſtody * the OO at arms attending 

this houſe. 

24. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, for electing 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
Bprough, in the room of the ſaid Mr. Sawbridge. 

Oct. 18,1722, A petition of the honourable Mat- 
thew Ducie Morton, eſquire, and ſeveral burgeſſes, 
inhabitants of this borough ; ſhewing, that the pe- 
titioner Mr. Morton, with Thomas Gore, eſquire, 
and Sir Thomas Read, baronet ... . at the electi- 
on of members. to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 
borough, the ſaid Mr. Morton had a majority of 
votes, duly qualified, to have elected him, in the 
room of the ſaid Sir Thomas Read; but the bailiff 
of the ſaid borough, in a moſt arbitrary manner, 
cloſed the poll, without the conſent of the ſaid Mr. 
Morton, and at a time when there were ſeveral per- 
ſons willing to vote for him; and admitted ſeveral 
perſons, no-ways qualified, to vote for the other 
candidates; and by bribery, and other indirect 
practices, rejected the legal votes for the ſaid Mr. 
Morton, in manifeſt violation of him, and the other 
petitioners, the burgeſſes and electors of the ſaid 
borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine into the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion 
thereon. 

A- petition of the honourable Ducie Morton, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, to- 
gether with Sir Thomas Read, were candidates, at 
the election of members to ſerve in parliament for 
this borough ; and the petitioner had a majority of 
votes, duly qualified, to have elected him a mem- 
ber for the ſaid borough, and ought to have been 
returned ; but the bailiff of the ſaid borough, in a 
moſt arbitrary manner, cloſed the poll, without the 
conſent of the petitioner, and at a time when there 
were ſeveral perſons ready, and willing to vote for 
him; and admitted ſeveral perſons, no- ways quali- 
fied, to vote ſor the ſaid Sir Thomas Read and Mr. 
Gore, and refuſed the legal votes of the petitioner, 
in manifeſt violation of his right; by which pro- 


ceedings, and by other illegal practices, the ſaid Mr. 


Gore, and Sir Thomas Read, procured themſelves 


to be returned for the ſaid borough, in prejudice to 


the petitioner : and praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee 


of privileges and elections, to examine the matter 


thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Jan. 22. Ordered leave to be given to withdraw 
the ſaid petition. | 


CUMBERLAND. 


\HIS county, which is the moſt northern 
part of this kingdom, was won from the 
Scots by the Conqueror; and from that time 
has been a part of this kingdom. It has been 


repreſented in parliament from the time of the firſt 


returns, in the 28th of Edward the firſt. The return 
in 2 Hen. V. is in the Appendix. The memoirs I 
have met with of the elections, are theſe following. 


— May 28, 1624. A petition, relating to the elec- 


tion for this county, having been before the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, Mr. Glanvyle re- 
ported for Ferdinando Huddleſton, knight for this 


county. 


Reſolved he may ſerve, notwithſtanding he be 
outlawed. This reſolved upon queſtion. 

Nov. 3, 1680. A petition of Ferdinando Huddle- 
ſton, eſquire, was read, touching the election for 
this county. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 24, 1702. A petition of Sir Wilfrid Law- 
ſon, baronet, was read; complaining, that the pe- 
titioner, and Richard Muſgrave, eſquire, were duly 
choſen knights of the ſhire for this county, to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament ; but the high-ſheriff was, 
by undue means, prevailed on to return Gilfrid 
Lawſon, eſquire, with Mr. Muſgrave : and praying 
relief &c. 4 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the ſame, and re- 
port the matter, with their opinion. 

March 24, 1714. The houſe taking notice, by 
the book of returns, that there was no return for this 
county; 

Ordered, that the ſheriff of this county do attend 
this houſe, to give an account why there is no return 
of members, to ſerve ſor this county. 

April 4, 1713. A complaint being made to the 
houſe, that the under-ſheriff of this county, who 
executed the writ for electing knights of the ſhire 
for the ſaid county, had not made any return by 
the 17th day of March laſt, being the day appoint- 
ed for ſuch ; by which means, none of the mem- 
bers choſen to ſerve for the ſaid county, or the 
boroughs therein, can be admitted to give their at- 
tendance in the houſe ; 

Reſolved, that Thomas Croſsby, under-ſheriff 
of the county, having neglected to return the 
writ for electing the members for the ſaid county 
by the 17th day of March laſt, being the day ap- 
pointed for the return thereof, is guilty of a great 
breach of the privilege of the houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Thomas Croſsby be, for 
his ſaid offence, taken into the cuſtody ol the ſer- 
jeant at arms attending this houſe. 

5th. Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe, that the 
clerk of the houſe had, this Cay, reccived a certi- 
ficate from the clerk of the Crown, That the ſhe- 
riff of the county had made his return of the mem- 
bers of the ſaid county. 

27th. A petition of Thomas Cros by, under- 
ſheriff of the county of Cumberland, in cuſtody of 
the ſerjeant at arms attending ti:is houſe, for ne- 
glecting to return the wiit for electing the mem- 
bers of the ſaid county by the 17th day of March 


laſt, being the day appointed for the return thereof, 


was preſented to the houſe, and read; ſetting forth, 
that the petitioner is deeply ſenſible of his fault, 


and extremely ſorry, that he has ſo juſtly incurred 


the cenſure of this houſe ; but as he proteſſes to 
have had no evil intention in the delay of this re- 
turn, humbly hopes you will ſhew a merciful diſpo- 
ſition towards him : he heartily aſks pardon for his 
fault ; and begs, in regard the duty of his office, 
and his own preſſing affairs, require his preſence in 
the country: and praying that he may be releaſed 
from his confinement. 

Ordered, that he be brought to the bar of this 
houſe on Friday morning next, in order to his be- 
ing Ciſcharged out of cuſtody. | 

29th. The ſaid Mr. Croſsby was brought to the 
bar, reprimanded by the Speaker, and diſcharged. 
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DARTMOUTH, otherwiſe CLIFT ON- 
DARTMOUTH-HARDNESS. 


ks are three towns which compoſe one 
borough, or three diviſions of one borough, 


lying upon the ſea-coaſt in the ſouth part of De- 


vonſhire. It has been a mayor-town from the reign 
of King John, and returned burgeſſes to parliament 


. 26 Edw.I; and from that time ceaſed till 24 Ed- 
ward III; from which time, to this, it has returned. 
In the 26th of Henry the ſixth, they were choſen in 


the county-court, as appears by the indenture for 
the county. The more modern memoirs I have 
met with, in reſpect of its elections, and its mem- 
bers, are theſe. 

Feb. 18, 1672. A petition o Nath. Herne, eſ- 
quire, was read; complaining of the election of one 
Joſiah Child, merchant, to ſerve for this borough, 
in the room of William Gould, eſquire, deceaſed ; 


| whereas the petitioner was duly elected to ſerve for 


this place. 

' Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee 'of privileges and elections, to conſider 
the matter, ä to the 


| houſe. 


March 22. Reſolved, that as to all matters of 
elections and privileges, the committee be diſcharg- 
ed from ſitting till after the receſs, ſave only as to 
the matters between Sir Leoline Jenkins, and Mr. 


Hales, for the port of Hyeth; and between Mr. 


Herne, and Mr. Child, for this borough ; and all 
other matters are to go on in courſe, after the receſs, 
as they ſtand in order. 

March 26, 1673. Ordered, the matters concern- 
ing this election for this borough, and all other mat- 
ters depending before the committee of privileges 
and elections, be put off till after the receſs ; and 
all perſons diſcharged of their further attendance. 
Not any thing more done this ſeſſion; nor do I find 
it was ever preſented again. 
| May 30, 1685. A petition of Charles Boon, eſ- 
quire, was read, wocking the election for this bo- 
rough. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to conſider and report the 
matter, with their opinion. No report made. 

Oct. 25, 1689. A petition of Joſeph Herne, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſetting forth, that Charles Boon, 
eſquire, late member of this houſe for this borough, 
dying the 12th of Auguſt laſt, on the 14th of the 
ſame month the houſe ordered a new writ to iſſue, 
and accordingly i iſſued the 16th of the ſame month; 
and the petitioner, and George Booth, eſquire, were 
candidates for burgeſſes for this town, and the pe- 
titioner was duly elected by a great majority of the 
legal freemen thereof, and accordingly returned by 
the bailiff and burgeſſes of the faid borough z, but 
one Mr. Whitrow, as mayor of the ſaid town, tho? not 


legally choſen, hath taken upon him illegally to make 


25 new freemen, after the date of the writ; and 
by 'theſe new pretended freemen, and ſome of the 
former freemens election, he having the poſſeſſion 
of the writ, hath therewith returned Mr. Booth, in 
prejudice of the petitioner : and praying conſidera- 
tion &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 


vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and i 


report it, with their opinion. 

* Nov. 22, Ordered that Mr. Whitrow, mayor of 
this borough, have the privilege of this houſe to 
attend the committee of privileges and elections 
this afternoon, 


7th. Ordered, that the report of the committee 


28th. Mr. Grey reported the matter, it ap- 
to the commitree :. 


chooſe a new burgeſs in his room. On the 16th of 
Auguſt the writ was teſted, and on the 16th of Ay. 
guſt it was diſcourſed at Dartmouth, that Mr. Boon 
was dead; but Mr. Booth, and Mr. Herne, wereot 
then named particularly, as candidates for burgeſſes. 

The 17th (being Saturday, no common-court-day) 

the 25 freemen in queſti 
agreed, the mayor might call a court any day. 
That formerly the freemen of the ſaid borough 
had been made by the conſent of the mayor, and 
greater part of the magiſtrates, of the ſaid bo- 
rough. 

That when the faid 25 freemen were made) there 
were for the town five magiſtrates, beſides the may- 
or ; whereof two, viz. Saunders and Kennicot, were 
unqualified for not taking the oaths. 

That, at the making of theſe freemen, there 
were preſent the mayor, and three magiſtrates, viz, 
Mr. Mudd, Holeſworth, and Saunders; and Mudd and 
Holeſworth proteſted againſt the making them, hut 
Saunders agrecing with the mayor- (Mr, Whitrow) 
he claimed a caſting vote, and ordered' the town- 
clerk to ſwear them; who, though at firſt refuſed, 
yet at.laſt did ſwear them. 

It appeared, ſore of theſe 25 were 50 or 60-years 
cn that- it was uſual, when there were-not ſuf- 

ficient freemen for the ſervice of the town, to make 
new ſreemen; and at this time there were 50 or 
60 freemen: that only freemen are returned on 
juries ; and that upon one jury that but x 1 appeared, 
wipes the eee ee 
man. 

That, upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 
mne 
gally made. 

That George Booth, efquire; is not duly eleRed 
NN 
this borough. 

That Jokeph Herne, eſquirs, is- duly elated. « 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this 


' borough : which reſolutions were read twice, and 
unanimouſly agreed to by the houſe. 

The clerk of the Crown, attending at the door, 
was called in, and amended the return, by inſerting 
Mr. Herne's name. inſtead of Mr. Booth's. 


ion were made; but it was 


parliament. for this 


e ES 


non of 'a member to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 

ment; and begging the pardon of the houſe, and 

chat he may be diſcharged out of cuſtody. 
ene paying his fees. And 


— | 

- March 24.' A petition of George Booth, and 
Arthut Baily, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that the 
petitioners were duly elected for this town, notwith- 

ſtanding which the bailiff of the ſaid town had re- 
turned Joſeph Heron, and * * Hayne, eſquires: 
and praying the conſideration of the houſe &c. 

Ordered, that the conſideration thereof be referred 
to the committee of privileges and elections, to ex- 
amine, and report the matter, with their opinion. 
No report made. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of John Whitrow, ju- 
nior, merchant, was read; ſhewing, that the petiti- 
oner was duly choſen a burgeſs, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough, yet the mayor 
hath returned Sir Joſeph Herne, and Frederick Herne, 
as choſen : and praying relief in the premiſes. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to conſider the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 28, 1699. The ſame petition was renewed 
againſt Frederick Herne, eſquire, only. 

And the houſe being acquainted, that the former 
perition was againſt both members, and the preſent 
only againſt one of them, refuſed to refer it to the 
commitee as uſual, 

Dec. 2. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, for 
electing a burgeſs, in the room of Sir Joſeph Herne, 
knight, deceaſed. 

Jan. g. A petition of John Davy, eſquire, high- 
te nr of Deron, was read; acquaint- 
ing the houſe, That having, purſuant to their writ 
to him directed, ſent his precept to the mayor and 

of this borough, for electing of a bur- 

geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid 
„in the room of Sir Joſeph Herne, deceaſ- 

et; and delivered the ſame to Mr. Whitrow, the 
mayor, who proclaimed the day of the election, but 
died before the day appointed; and that the burgeſſes 
and freemen'did; notwithſtanding, proceed to the elec- 
don; and ſome have returned Nath. Herne, eſquire, 


one indemture; and others returned Rowland 


. efouire, by another indenture: and praying 
the direction of the houſe, whether both the ſaid 
indentures, of which, he ought to return; or whe- 
ther he can return eicher of them, they not coming 
to his hands by the proper officer, who died after 
proclamation, and before the election. 

Ordered, that the ſheriff be directed, according 
to his duty, to make return of his writ. 

18th. A petition of Nath. Hern, eſquire, was 
read; ſnewing, that the petitioner was duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent” parliament for 
this borough, in the room of Sir Joſeph Herne, de- 
crafed, and wus returned by an indenture, ſigned by 
al the capital burgeſſes but one, and moſt of the 
rightful freemen; but Rowland Holt, eſquire, hath 
procured” himſelf to be returned by another inden- 
ture, ſigned. by one of the capital burgeſſes only, 
and ſome others not duly qualified : both which in- 
dentures, with the writ for election, the ſheriff of 
Devon harh returned into the Crown-office : and 
praying conſideration of the houſe therein. 


Ordered, that the conſideration thereof be refer- 
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red to the committee of privileges and elections, to 
examine, and report the matter, with their opinion. 

A petition of all the magiſtrates, but one, all the 
common - council, and greater number of free · bur- 
geſſes of this borough, was read ; ſhewing, that it 
hath been the ancient uſage of the ſaid corporation 
for the magiſtrates, or the firſt 12 maſters, or the 
greater number of them, with the mayor, to make 
freemien, which by the vote of the houſe of com- 
mons in 1689, was declared to be the right of the 
ſaid magiſtrates or maſters; yet one Joſeph Bully, 
the laſt preceding mayor, with one John Whitrow, 
a magiſtrate, on the 25th of July laſt, on a pretence 
of a mandamus out of the King's-Bench court, ſwore 
13 freemen of the ſaid borough, though proteſted 
againſt by all the reſt of the magiſtrates ; by which 
means Whitrow, in a few days, not only got him- 
ſelf to be elected mayor, and other annual officers 
of his party choſen, but did not doubt to make 
himſelf, or whom he pleaſed, a parliament-man for 
the ſaid borough, in the room of Sir Joſeph Hern, 
then deceaſed ; ſince which the ſaid Whitrow is alſo 
dead; and though the ſaid Bully hath been ſerved 
with ſeveral mandamus's to ſwear one Caleb Rochet 
mayor, and other officers who were duly elected, 
yet he refuſeth ſo to do on pretence of his not being 
perſonally ſerved with the ſaid mandamus ; nor in- 
deed could he, becauſe he abſented till after the re- 
turns, by which means he not only hopes to evade 
the due courſe of law, but to keep the ſaid Rocher, 
and other officers, from their reſpective offices: and 
praying conſideration &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition do lie upon the 
table. | 

24th. A petition of Rowland Holt, eſquire, was 
read; ſhewing, he was duly elected for this borough, 
in the room of Sir Joſeph Hern, deceaſed, and was 
returned as ſuch to the ſheriff of Devon, by the old 
indiſpdtable freemen, the mayor dying the day be- 
fore the election; but Nathanael Hern, eſquire, 
hath alſo procured himſelf to be returned, by ano- 
ther indenture ſigned by ſome of the electors, though 
the petitioner had the majority, yet the ſaid ſheriff 
hath returned both the indentures to the Crown- 
office : and praying the conſideration of the houſe, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Feb. 5th. Ordered the report of the election to be 
made on Thurſday morning next. 

8th. Ordered the report to be made op Saturday 
morning next. 

oth. Ordered the report to be made on Monday 
next. 

12th. A petition of all the magiſtrates but one, 
and all the common: council of this borough in be- 
half of themſelves and the major part of the free- 
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burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, was read; ſnewing, 


that the laſt election of a mayor and other uſual and 


annual officers for this borough, the petitioners duly 
choſe Caleb Rochet for mayor, and other officers; but 
Joſeph Bully, who then acted as mayor, unduly and 
arbitrarily ſwore John Whitrow mayor, and ſeveral 
other annual officers not duly choſen, and for ad- 
mitting and ſwearing Mr. Rochet, and the other 
legal officers, Bully hath been ſerved with ſeveral 
mandamus's out of the King's-Bench, by leaving them 
at his dwelling-houſe, he abſconding therefrom till 


after the returns, by which means the petitioners 


are not like to have the right of the ſaid election 
tried at law, before the year expires for which 


they are choſen: that Whitrow dying on the 1 5th. 


of 


N 
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of December, the borough hath been ever ſince 


without a mayor; but on the 5th inſtant, Bully 
cauſed proclamation to be made of an election of a 
mayor in the room of Mr. Whitrow ; and accord- 
ingly, without any manner of precedent, choſe and 
ſwore one John Sikes, a common freeman, as mayor, 
on purpoſe, as the petitioners conceive, to get the 
precept for a new election for a burgeſs to ſerve in 
parliament, into the hands of Bully and Sikes, that 
they may return whom they pleaſe; all which is 
contrary to the rights of the ſaid borough : and 
praying that the ſaid Bully may be enforced to a 


: ſpeedy trial of the truth of the premiſes, and the 


petitioners may be relieved therein. 

And a debate ariſing thereupon ; 

Reſolved, this houſe will on this day ſeven-night 
take into conſideration the matter relating to charters 
and mandamus's which have been lately made and 
granted. 

Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter concern- 
ing the election for this borough. 

That the record of the ſaid double return was 
brought before the committee by the deputy-clerk 
of the Crown. 

The writ directed to the ſheriff of Devon, com- 
manding him, that in the room of Sir Joſeph Herne, 
deceaſed, infra burgum prædictum unum alium burgen- 
ſem eligi faciat. That purſuant thereto, the ſheriff 
directed his precept, majori Burgi de Clifton-Dart- 


mou h- - Hardneſs, necnon burgenſibus predifii burgi. 
That it was allowed in fact, that the mayor Mr. 
Whitrow, accordingly appointed the 16th of De- 
cember laſt for the election, and notice given for 
the ſame; but the mayor died the day before that 


appointed for the election, yet the. burgeſſes made 


an election, at which Mr. Holt and Mr. Hern were 


candidates, 

That the return of Mr. Hern and Mr. Holt, and 
alſo the precept, were delivered to the clerk of the 
Crown affixed to the writ. That both returns take 
notice of the death of the mayor. That Mr. Holt's 


is expreſſed to be by ſeveral of the burgeſſes. That 


Mr. Hern's is expreiſed to be by ſeveral of the 


magiſtrates and free-burgeſſes, and under the com- 


mon-ſeal. 
Theſe were the matters opened by the counſel, 


mittee reſolved, 


That Nathanadl Herne, eſquire, is not "duly re- 
turned a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That Rowland Holt, eſquire, is not duly re- 
turned a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 


for this borough ; which being twice read, they Were 
agreed to by the houſe. 
A motion was made for the ſpeaker to iſſue his 


warrant, &c. for making out a new writ for elect- 
ing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 


this borough; 


And a debate ariſing i in the houſe thereupon ; 3 
Reſolved, the ſaid debate be adjourned to this day 
ſeven - night after the conſideration of the matter re- 


lating to charters and mandamus's : but I do not find 


any further proceedings in this matter, nor any writ 8 


ordered this ſeſſion. 


Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Thomas Vernon,” 


and William Bll, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, the 


petitioners duly elected burgeſſes to ſerve in this 


parliament for this borough ; that the ſheriff's pre- 
cept was delivered to Joſeph Bully, the mayor of 


the ſaid borough, who proceeded regularly to the 
eleftion, where all parties joined ; and the petitioners 
had the majority on the poll, were nen duly 
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elected, and returned by che ſaid Bully to ,the ſhe. 


riff by indenture annexed to the precept ; and the 
common- ſral of the corporation was put to the ſaid 
indenture ; and the ſheriff ſent the indenture to one 
Thomas Granger of Lyon's inn, and alſo the writ 
for election; and the indenture ought to have been 
affixed to the writ and returned therewith into the 
Crown-office ; but the ſaid Granger hath returned 
another indenture with the writ into the ſaid office, 
and hath ſuppreſſed the firſt mentioned indenture, in 
prejudice of the petitioners : and praying &c. 

A motion to hear it at the bar, refuſed. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. A motion to hear the 
matter of the ſaid petition, in the firſt place, refuſed. 

May 19, 1701. Ordered the report to be made 
on Saturday next. | 

24th. Ordered to be reported on Wedneſday 
morning net. 

28th. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter 
concerning the ſaid election. 

That as to the matter of the return, the commit- 
tee did not think fit to come to any opinion, be- 
cauſe the merits of the election came before them 
at the ſame time. 1 

The ſtate of the caſe was thus: There were in 
Dartmouth, at the time of the election, two perſons 
pretending to the office of mayor, viz. Mr. Floud 
and Mr. Bully, 

The mayor enters upon his office on the Monday 
after Michaelmas : that Mr. Floud from the ſaid 
day had kept the town-courts, had the mayor's 
ſeat in the church; and the other, Mr. Bully, tad 
the ſeal and maces of the corporation: the precept 
was delivered to Mr. Bully, which was afterwards 
demanded by Mr. Floud, and denied him by Bully, 
who after gave notice of the election, and went at 
the time appointed to the town-hall, which he 
found Mr. Floud in poſſeſſion of ; whereupon he 
adjourned to Beſcone and proceeded to election in 
that place; whither Mr. Floud followed him, and 
two polls were taken, one by each of the feputed 
mayors z and Mr. Bully ſent an indenture to the 


| ſheriff, importing, that the petitioners were duly e- 
| lected, and Mr. F loud ſent another, under the ſeal 
but no witneſſes examined : upon which the com- 


of the corporation, importing, that the ſitting- 
members were duly elected: both theſe were ſent 
up by the under-ſheriff to Mr, Granger, who acted 
for him in London, with direction to him to adviſe 
upon it if he did ſee occaſion, and Mr. Granger 
offered the petitioners to return both, if they thought 
fit z but they not thereto, Mr. Granger re- 


turned the indenture ſent to the ſheriff by Mr. Floud, 


upon which the ſitting · members are returned to the 
houſe. As to the merits of the dee on Mr. 


Bully's poll it was, 
| For the Wien 51, 
For che ſitting members 49. 
On Mr. F loud's poll, 
For the ſitting· members 49, 
For the petitioners . 


But the petitioners counſel inſiſted, they ſhould 
diſqualify ſeveral who voted for the ſitting · members: 
and as to 14, they ſaid they were made free when 
Mr. Palmer was mayor, without a competent num- 


ber of the chamber: and called, 


Simon Lumley, who ſaid, that Hayman, Rey- 
nolds, Kiſs, Stroude, Hinde, Hill, Myrch, Wheeler, 
Henley, Savery, Matthews, Richard Cole, and 
an made free by Mr. 
Palmer. 

That 
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That when theſe were made free, there were pre- 
ſent Mr. Palmer the mayor, Mr. Floud, Mr. Veaſy, 
Mr. Whitrow ſenior, Mr. Bully, and Mr. Tozer : 
that Whitrow ſenior, and Bully ſaid, there was no 
chamber, and went away before they were made 
free; ſo there was only the mayor and three ma- 
giſtrates in the chamber; whereas it was generally 
thought, that the mayor and fix magiſtrates make 
a chamber to make freemen. 

Straw ſaid, Mr. Whitrow and Mr. Bully, being 
come to the chamber when theſe were to be made 
free, aſked them what they were about to do; and 
it being anſwered, to make ſome perſons free, the 
ſaid Whitrow and Bully went away, and ſaid there 
was no chamber; and ſaid at the ſame time, ſome 
eldeſt ſons of freemen demanded their freedom, and 
were denied by the mayor. 

Stone ſaid, he had lived at Dartmouth ever ſince 
1671, and had been ſerjeant there, and never knew 
any perſons made free without the mayor and ſix 
magiſtrates, and that when the mayor and five have 
met, they have gone away for want of the ſixth. 

Thomas Garret ſaid, he was one of thoſe made 
free by Palmer, and did promiſe to vote for Mr. 
Herne, or otherwiſe he had not been made free. 

Edw. Chant ſaid, that being three years ago at Dart- 
mouth, he was in company with the mayor, and talk- 
ing of the election, he heard ſuch an one would come, 
naming the perſon ; and the mayor faid, he did not 
doubt of his not coming in, for they would make 
freemen enough to keep him out. They produced two 
conſtitutions: one, 22 Aug. 1558, by which it was a- 
by the mayor, his brethren, and the whole 
council of the town, that no mayor, after the ſaid day, 


ould make free any manner of perſon whatſoever, 


without the conſent of the council of the town ; and 
another 30 Jan. 1672, that no perſon ſhould be made 
free without the conſent of ſeven magiſtrates. 

The petitioners counſel excepted to Mr. Fownes, 


and Mr. Yard, as honorary freemen, becauſe the 


oath is different from that of a trading freeman ; the 
latter obliging them to perform the duties of the 
corporation, which is not ſo in the former. 

They alſo excepted to five made free by Mr. Roc- 
ket, who was no mayor. The caſe of which is thus; 
Mr. Whitrow was mayor, and died within his year: 
Mr. Whitrow had been ſworn by Mr. Bully, who 
was the mayor before him: after Mr. Whitrow's 
death, Mr. Bully ſwore Mr. Sykes mayor; but Mr. 
Rocket, who was candidate for the mayoralty, and 
thinking himſelf aggrieved, the day before Michael - 
mas, when Mr. Sykes was in London, broke open 
the Guildhall and kept poſſeſſion, and after brought 
a mandamus for Mr. Bully to ſwear him mayor; 
which Mr. Bully refuſing to do, and making a 
return, that he was not duly elected, Mr. Rocket 
brought an action againſt Bully for a falſe return; 
and had a verdict againſt him, the exemplification 
of which was read; and Mr. Floud ſucceeded Mr. 
Rocket, and Mr. Bully, Mr. Sykes ; but there was 


no account of any act done by Mr. Bully, but re- 


ceiving the buſhelage and ſigning ſome paſſes ; and 
Mr. Floud has acted as mayor to the time of the 
—_ without interruption of Mr. Bully, and ever 
That as to the poll, the ſitting- members counſel 
excepted to ten who were made free by mandamus, 
on pretence of being ſons of freemen, or having 
ſerved apprenticeſhips: to five as made free by Mr. 
Sykes, as ſuch; and four as made ſo, by ſeveral 
mayors, on claim of a right of every mayor, of 
hitnſe]f to make one freeman in his mayoralty. 
2 


The names of the firſt were, Lidſton, Hutchins, 
Hodge, Channel, Bawden, Elliot, Stone, Smith, 
Budley, and Clawley : 


Newman faid, theſe were made free by Bul- 


ly, when mayor, upon bringing the ſecond man- 


damus, ſuggeſting the cuſtom, that ſuch as were 
eldeſt ſons of freemen, or had ſerved ſeven years 
apprenticeſhip to freemen, had right to their free- 
doms; whereas ſeveral of the chamber ſaid, there 
was no ſuch right; and would have had Mr. Buily 
have made ſuch return to the mandamus, and only Mr. 
Whitrow of the magiſtrates agreed to their being made 
free : and Newman faid, thar the judge did declare at 
the aſſizes, that one reaſon of the verdict given upon 
the falſe return of the mandamus ſucd out by Rocket 
was, that thoſe made free by Palmer, were, in opi- 
nion of the jury, well made free, and thoſe ten 
were not ſo; however it was admitted they were the 
ſons of freemen, or had ſerved apprenticeſhips : he 
alſo ſaid, the occaſion of making freemen by Mr. Pal- 


mer was, that the ſeſſions before there were two trials; 


and having occaſion for two juries, which were al- 
ways to conſiſt of freemen, it appeared to the judge, that 
there was a want of freemen, and the judge directed 
Mr. Palmer to make ſome freemen: that the other 
five freemen were Surway, Sampſon, Diggons, 
Hingſton, and Lydſton ſenior, made on the ſame pre- 
text by Sykes, when there was only Sykes, the mayor, 
and Bully preſent: the other who were made free 
by claim of the mayor, were Sykes, Cliſt, Evans, 
and Weekes, and ſeveral entries in their books 
proved the ſame. As to the uſage, they called, 

William Mannory ; who ſaid, he had known 
Dartmouth 40 years, and the uſual cuſtom of mak- 
ing men free, was by the mayor and major part of 
the magiſtrates who appeared, and the practice of 
the mayor's freemen was grounded on this; that 
the mayoreſs would chooſe an able man, and by the 
conſent of the magiſtrates he was made free. 

In reply, the counſel ſor the petitioners inſiſted, 
by the law of England, the eldeſt ſons of freemen, 
and thoſe who ſerved apprenticeſhips, were entitled to 
their freedom: and produced ſeveral inſtances from 
their books of thoſe, who, by the orders of admit- 
tance appeared to be of both theſe forts were ad- 
mitted for ſmall fines, viz. freemens ſons 6s. 8d. 
and apprentices 10 s. fine: and alſo ſeveral inſtances 
of perſons made free, as the mayor freemen, one for 
each mayor; but none of this kind ſince 1672: that 
the counſel on the other ſide admitted before that 
time it had been ſo, but not fince : upon which the 
committee reſolved, 

That Nathanael Herne, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That Frederick Herne, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough ; which being twice read, were agreed to 
by the houſe. 

March 5, 1713. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs for ſerving in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough, in the room of 
Frederick Herne, eſquire, made a commiſſary to 
treat with France for ſettling the trade between 
Great Britain and France. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of Nathanael Herne, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 


rough, Joſeph Herne, John Fownes junior, and John 


Upton, eſquires, were candidates; that the ſaid Mr. 
Fownes is returned, in prejudice to the petitioner, 


who was duly qualified according to an act of the 
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ninth year of the late Queen, ought to have been 
returned, inſtead of the ſaid Mr. Fownes, who 
was not qualified according to the true meaning of 
the ſaid act: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 1. Ordered, that leave be given to withdraw 
the ſaid petition. 

May 23, 1726. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough, in 
the room of Thomas Martin, eſquire, made one of 
the juſtices for the counties of Caernarvon, Merio- 
neth, and Angleſea, vithin the principality of 
Wales. 


County of DENBIGH. 


HIS county is one of the twelve Welch coun- 

ties impowered by the ſtatute 27 Hen. VIII. to 

ſend a knight to parliament, and it hath ever ſince 

done ſo. The following memoirs of its elections and 

repreſentatives I have found, and think them pro- 
per for this collection. 

Nov. 5, 1601. Sir Robert Cecill moved the houſe 

to have their opinion, in that there wanted a chief 


member, viz. a knight of Denbighſhire ; and he 


ſaid, I am to certify the houſe thus much in reſpect 
of ſome diſorder committed there, touching the 
election by Sir Richard Trevor, and Sir John 
Fludd; to which Sir John Saliſbury is a party the 
ſheriff could not proceed in election: for mine own 
part, I think fit that Mr. Speaker ſhould attend my 
Lord Keeper therein (qued note attend.) If it pleaſe 
you, you ſhall hear the letter; which was read, 
and the contents thereof was, 
That on the one-and-twentieth day of October, 
« at — he kept the county-day; and there, 
„being quietly chooſing the knight for the ſhire, 
* a cry came ſuddainly, that Sir Richard Trevor, 
and Sir John Fludd on the one part, and Sir 
John Saliſbury on the other, were a fighting, 
«© and all their companies were ready to do the 
like: whereupon preſently I went to the church- 
yard where they were, and there I found both 
parties with their ſwords drawn ready, but with 
much ado pacified them both; and fearing, leſt 
by drawing ſuch a multitude together, there 
might great danger and bloodſhed happen, I made 
„ proclamation, that every man ſhould depart. By 
means whereof I did not execute her Majeſty's 
*© writ as I thought to have done, rather chuſing to 
adventure your honour's cenſure herein, than to 
hazard ſo great a bloodſhed. Subſcribed, 

*« Your honour's moſt humbly at commandment, 

* Owen VAVORHAN.“ 

| Alto Mr. Secretary ſaid, there was a ſchedule an- 
next to the letter which had ſome matters of im- 
portance not fit to be read; yet, if it pleaſe the 
houſe to command | it, they ſhould ; whereupon all 
cried, No, no.” | 

Sir Edward Hobbie anſwered ; Methinks, under 
favour, the motion Mr. Secretary made is good, 
but the form therein (I ſpeak with all reverence) 
not fitting the ſtate of this houſe ; for he ſaid, Mr. 
Speaker ſhould attend my Lord Keeper. At- 
tend!” It is well known the Speaker of the houſe 
is the mouth .of the whole realm; and that the 
whole eſtate of the commonalty of a kingdom 
ſhould attend one perſon, I ſee no reaſon. I refer 
it to the conſideration of the houſe ; only this pro- 
poſition I hold, that our Speaker is to be com- 


manded by none, neither to attend any, but the 
Queen only. 

Mr. Johnſon ſaid, the Speaker might, ex officio, 
ſend a warrant to the clerk of the Crown; who is 
to certify the Lord Keeper, and ſo to make a new 
writ, 

Sir Edward Hobbie ſaid, that for the eleftion of bur. 

he had ſeen half a ſcore yeſterday with Sit 
John Puckering's hand when he was Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker ſaid, I may inform you of the order 
of the | houſe, that a warrant muſt go from the 
Speaker to the clerk of the Crown, who is to in- 
form the Lord Keeper, and then to make out a 
new writ. 

Mr. ſecretary Cecill ſaid, I ſhould be 1 very ſorry to 
detract from any particular member of this houſe, 
much more from the general ſtate: my mean- 
ing was miſtaken, and my words miſconſtrued, yer 
both in ſubſtance agreeing with Mr. Speaker. 

March 24, 1680. A petition of Richard Middle- 
ton, eſquire, touching the election for this county, 
was read. 

Ordered, that the merits of theſaid election be heard 
at the bar of this houſe on next Wedneſday fevennight. 

Oct. 24, 1722. A petition of Robert Middleton, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in parliament for this 
county, the petitioner, and Watkin- Williams Wynn, 
eſquire, were candidates: that many perſons were 
admitted to poll for the ſaid Mr. Williams Wynn, 
who had no right to vote; and divers perſons, who 
had a right, and offered to vote for the petitioner, 
were, by the menaces and illegal proceedings of the 
ſaid Mr. Williams Wynn, hindered from giving 
their votes: that the petitioner had the majority of 
legal votes, and ought to have been returned; but 
the ſaid Mr. Williams Wynn, by illegal and cor- 
rupt practices, hath procured himſelf to be return- 
ed, in wrong to the petitioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and * the 
matter, with their opinion. 


DENBIGH Town. 


HIS is the ſhire-town of the county; and, 

as ſuch, entitled to ſend members to parlia- 
ment by the ſtatute 27 Hen. VIII, from which 
time it has returned repreſentatives. The following 
memoirs, relating thereto, I have met with, and 
ſhall ſet them down for the ſatisfaction of ſuch as 
may be concerned. 

March 26, 1679. A petition of the aldermen and 
burgeſſes of the borough of Ruthin in the county 
of Denbigh, complaining, that they, having right 
to vote at the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in par- 
liament for this town, had no notice of the time 
and place of election; but that the inhabitants of 
the town had privately elected and returned Sir 
John Saluſbury, baronet, to ſerve as a burgeſs for 
the ſaid doon z 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Oct. 26, 1680. A petition of Edward Brereton, 
eſquire, was read; and ordered to be referred as 
above. 

March 29, 1690. A petition of the burgeſſes of 
the boroughs of Denbigh and Ruthin was read; 
ſetting forth, that the ſaid boroughs, and the 
Vill Holt, a ſmall open village, are the antient 
and only boroughs and vill in the county, who 


have 
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have à right to elect a member to ſerve for the 
boroughs in the county: that the ſaid vill of Holt 
(tho? no corporation) hath lately aſſumed the power 
of making great numbers of foreigners burgeſſes of 
the vill, to ſerve the turns of ſome perſons to be 
elected; and, by combination with others, have joined 
with Thomas Harper and Robert Knowles of Denbigh, 

ing to themſelves the polling of the electors: 
and, to have Edward Brereton, eſquire, returned, 
did admit great numbers of perſons, ſo unquali- 
fed, to vote for the ſaid Edward Brereton, eſquire; 
and have accordingly returned him, though William 
Williams, eſquire, was duly elected by the majority 
of rightful burgeſſes of the ſaid boroughs, and ought 
to have been returned. 

A petition of William Williams, eſquire, was 
read z ſhewing, that by divers abuſes, bribes, prac- 
tices, and menaces, Edward Brereton, eſquire, was 
returned a burgeſs for the borough of Denbigh, 
Ruthin, and Holr, by Thomas Harper and Robert 
Knowles, who were not the legal bailiffs of the ſaid 
borough of Denbigh, in prejudice to the petitioner, 
who had the majority of qualified voices : and pray- 
ing &c. 

"Ordered the ſaid petitions to be referred to the 
committee of privileges and eleftions, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

Oct. 6. Mr. Williams preſented his petition again; 
ſhewing, that, by very undue and irregular prac- 
tices, Edward Brereton, eſquire, was returned for 
this borough, although the petitioner. was duly 
elected by the majority of the burgeſſes who had a 
right to vote; but the pretended bailiffs, by ſuch 
irregular practices, made ſuch return as aforeſaid. 
Alſo, 


The burgeſſes of Denbigh and Ruthin preſented 
their petition, to the ſame effect as the former: 
both which were referred as before. 

Oct. 31, 1691. The burgeſſes of Denbigh and 
Ruthin preſented their petition, to the ſame effect 
as before; and it was referred again in like manner. 

Nov. 2. Mr. Williams likewiſe preſented his pe- 
tition again; and it was referred as before. 

Dec. 1. Ordered, that William Williams, eſquire, 
have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Feb. 17, 1700. A petition of Thomas Cotton, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, and 
Edward Brereton, eſquire, were candidates to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough ; where the two pre- 
ſent aldermen and bailiffs were laſt year in that ſta- 
tion, and by ſiniſter practices were continued ſo, 
to ſerve Mr. Brereton in the election this year, con- 
trary to the expreſs words of their charter, and con- 
tinued cuſtom of the ſaid borough : that they ar- 
bitrarily refuſed ſeveral perſons their freedom, that 
had an undoubted right to it, and demanded it in 
open court at the election, and to poll for the pe- 
titioner; who had a majority that polled for him, 
and was duly elected; yet the bailiffs have unduly 
returned Mr. Brereton: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges, to examine the matter, and report it, with 
their opinion. | 

25th. A petition of ſeveral burgeſſes of the 
borough of Holt, . in behalf of themſelves, and 
other burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, was read; ſet- 
ting forth, that by a& of parliament, 35 Hen- 
ry VIII, the ſaid borough, together with the bo- 
roughs of Ruthin and Denbigh, are impowered 
to elect a burgeſs to parliament ; to which election 
none but burgeſſes have a right to vote; and the 


election of ſuch burgeſſes is, by an antient charter, 


2 


veſted in the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes, of Holt: 
that on the 25th of Auguſt, 1698, Thomas War- 
burton, eſquire, then mayor of Holt, did, without 
the conſent, and contrary to the expreſs will, of the 
bailiffs and moſt of the burgeſſes, make above 400 
foreigners and ſtrangers, brought thither by the in- 
tereſt of Sir Robert Cotton of Cheſhire, burgeſits 
of Holt; in oppoſition to which proceeding, the 
old burgeſſes did demand a poll, but Mr. Warbur- 
ton peremptorily refuſed it; and, on the 28th of 
September following, made 400 more foreigners 
and ſtrangers, brought thither by the like intereſt, 
burgeſſes, although the like oppoſition was made, 
though to no purpoſe : that Edward Brereton, eſ- 
quire, proſecuted an information in the King's- 
Bench againſt the ſaid Mr. Warburton, for his irre- 
gular proceedings, which was tried at the laſt aſſizes 
held for the county of Salop, and a verdict was 
given againſt him, upon full evidence given by his 
own witneſſes ; and yet Sir Robert Cotton, on be- 
half of his ſon Thomas, did, at the laſt election of 
a burgeſs to repreſent the petitioners, with Ruthin 
and Denbigh, demand, that the ſaid foreigners and 
ſtrangers ought to vote in the election, and brought 
near 500 of them ; which gave the petitioners much 
diſturbance, Sir Robert pretending to a majority 
by ſuch aſſiſtance : which proceedings, if permitted, 
may cauſe the election of a burgeſs to parliament 
to be at the pleaſure of any perſon, as mayor; and 
manifeſtly tend to ſubvert the conſtitution of parlia- 
ment, and the freedom and rights of this borough: 
and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of John Wynn, of 
Melay in this county, eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, 
that at the election for this borough the petitioner, 
and John Roberts, were candidates : that by the 
threats and bribery of the ſaid Mr. Roberts, and 
by the partiality of John Middleton, and Mr. Tho- 
mas Roberts, bailiffs of the ſaid borough, the ſaid 
Mr. John Roberts procured himſelf to be returned; 
although ſeveral good votes for the petitioner were 
rejected, and others were allowed in favour of the 
ſaid Mr. Roberts; and that the petitioner had 59 
good votes more than the ſaid Mr. Roberts : that 
Mr. Middleton, one of the bailiffs, has returned the 
ſaid Mr. Roberts, to the prejudice of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered it to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and report the ſame, with their opinion, 


DERBYSHIRE. 


HIS is a county in the northern part of the 

kingdom, and has been repreſented in parlia- 
ment from the time of King Edward the firſt. The 
memoirs of its elections, and repreſentatives in that 
reſpect, are theſe. 
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Dec. 2, 1601. Peter Fretchville, eſquire, returned ne 


unto this parliament, as knight of the ſhire for this 


county, for that he is choſen ſheriff of the county, 
and other his neceſſary affairs, is licenſed by Mr. 
Speaker to depart home. 

Nota, That it appears, that Peter Fretchville, 
eſquire, being a member of this houſe, and elected 
ſheriff of this county, did continue his place in the 
ſame : by which it appeareth, that the ſaid places 
are not incompatible, but may ſtand, and be ruge- 


gether, ſimul et ſemel, in one and the ſame perſon. 
| May 


ournal, 
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May 16, 1660. Ordered it be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges, to examine the miſcarriage of 
the ' writ, for the election of members to ſerve in 
parliament for this county. I do not find any re- 
port of this matter, | | 

Dec. 10, 1670. A petition of George Vernon, eſ- 
quire, was read. | 

Reſolved, that the petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges, to examine the matter of 
the petition, and alſo the whole matter of fact, re- 
lating to the elefting a knight to ſerve for this 
county; and certify it, with their opinion, to the 
houſe, | 
| Feb. 4. Ordered, that Mr. Vernon, who exhi- 
f bited his petition againſt Mr. Sacheverell, as to the 

election of a knight for this county, have leave to 
4 withdraw his petition ; and therefore the witneſſes 
' tor Mr, Sacheverell may forbear their attendance. 
F Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of William Marquis of 
Hartington was read; ſhewing, that at the election 
of knights of the ſhire, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this county, the petitioner, John Lord 
Roos, Thomas Coke, eſquire, and John Curzon, eſq; 
were candidates ; and the petitioner was duly choſen, 
and ought to have been returned one of the knights 
for the ſaid county, he having the majority of le- 


mitted to poll for Mr. Coke and Mr. Curzon ; and 
many, who were duly qualified, were not permitted 
to poll for the petitioner, or were kept from polling 
by force, threats, bribes, and other indire& prac- 
_ tices; by which means, the ſaid Mr. Coke and Mr. 
Curzon are unduly returned, in prejudice of the 
petitioner : and praying &c. | 
: | Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
| privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
f report the ſame, with their opinion. 
| Feb. 7. Ordered leave to withdraw the ſaid 
petition. 


DERBY Town. 


HIS is the capital, or chief town, of the 
| a + county of this name. It was a borough by 
| part, 227, Preſcription, and governed by its bailiffs, who were 
228. elected yearly on Michaelmas-day, according to a 
= 9 charter of King James the firſt; but in the 14th year 
Cart. 14 Of King Charles the firſt, it was incorporated by 
Car. the name and ſtile of mayor, and burgeſſes. It 
B. P. R. returned burgeſſes to parliament 26 Edw. I, and has 
134+ 2:{ continued to do till this time. In the 2d of Ed- 
ward III, they were elected and returned by the bur- 
geſſes; and 12 Hen. IV, the return was, per Willum 
de Stokes, Willum Groos, Jobem de Stokes, Robertum Sla- 
ver, Jobem Sparbam, Thomam Staunton, et multos alios de 
communitate &c. (ſee the indenture at large in the Ap- 
pendix.) Theſe are the memoirs I have met with 
which concern the return of burgeſſes for this town 
before the Reformation; ſince which the Journals of 

the houſe of commons afford theſe which follow. 
Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of Thomas Stanhope, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt electi- 
on of members, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough, the Lord James Cavendiſh, Sir 
Charles Pye, baronet, John Harpur, eſquire, and 
the petitioner, were candidates : that Thomas Car- 
ter, gentleman, mayor of the ſaid borough, did uſe 
ſeveral illegal practices on behalf of the ſaid Lord 
Cavendiſh, and polled for him ſeveral unqualified 
perſons, and refuſed to poll ſeveral that had a right, 
and demanded to poll for the petitioner ; notwith- 


gal votes; but divers unqualified perſons were ad- 


ſtanding which, the petitioner had the majority of 


The Town of DE AE Y. 


legal votes, was elected, and ought to have been 
returned one of the burgeſſes for the ſaid borough ; 
but the ſaid mayor hath returned the ſaid Lord Ca. 
vendiſh, though not duly elected, in prejudice of 
the petitioner : and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 13, 1709. Ordered, that the Speaker do 
iſſue his warrant to the clerk of the Crown, to make 
out a writ for electing a member to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for this borough, in the room of Sir Tho. 
mas Parker, made lord chief-juſtice of England. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of the Lord James Ca- 
vendiſh, and Richard Pye, eſquire, was read; ſhew. 
ing, that the petitioners, with Sir Richard Leving, 
and John Harpur, eſquire, were candidates at the 
laſt election for members to ſerve in parliament for 
this town; where the petitioners were duly choſen, 
and ought to have been returned: that the petitio- 
ners publickly, in open court, objected againſt Mr. 
Harpur's capacity of being elected, for that he was 
then high-ſheriff of the county; yet he, and Sir 
Richard Leving, have procured themſelves to be 
returned, though they were guilty of bribery, and 
other undue practices, to the great prejudice of the 
petitioners : and praying &c. : 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. 

Feb. 19. Ordered, that the Lord James Caven- 
diſh, and Mr. Pye, have leave to withdraw the 

Dec. 10, 1711. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſ- 
ſue out his warrant for a new writ, for electing a 
member to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, in the room of Sir Richard Leving, made 
attorney-general of Ireland. 

March 28, 1715. A petition of Nathanael Cur- 
zon, and Edward Mundy, eſquires, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioners being candidates at the 
election for this borough, by virtue of a precept to 
the mayor directed, to chooſe burgeſſes for the ſaid 
borough ;; and the Lord James Cavendiſh, and Wil- 
liam Stanhope, eſquire, being the other two candi- 
dates: that they, the Lord James Cavendiſh and 
Mr. Stanhope, contriving together with Thomas 
Fiſher mayor, and others, did illegally and arbi- 
trarily make, or cauſe to be made, and ſworn, a 
great number of the tenants of the faid Lord James 
Cavendiſh, and Mr. Stanhope, and other ſtrangers, 
living remote, and at a great diſtance from this bo- 
rough, on purpoſe to obtain a majority for the faid 
Lord James Cavendiſh, and Mr. Stanhope : the ſaid 
mayor did alſo refuſe to admit of ſeveral other bur- 
geſſes by birth, and by ſervice, who offered to vote 
for the petitioners, pretending they were not fworn, 
though they had tendered themſelves at one or 
more common-halls, and had been unjuſtly denied 
the burgeſs-oath : and although the petitioners had 
a greater majority of rightful votes, and demanded 
to be returned, yet the ſaid mayor refuſed, and re- 
turned the ſaid Lord James Cavendiſh, and Mr. 
Stanhope, who had no right, to the prejudice of the 
petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 

8th, Ordered leave to withdraw the ſaid peti- 
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vileges and elections, to examine and report the 


DEVIZ ES. 


HIS is a borough in the county of Wiltſhire, 
incorporated by King Charles the firſt, but 
200 in parliament in Edward the firſt's 
timez only in the 1ſt, 8th, and 19th of Edward 
the ſecond ; and then from the 4th of Edward the 
third to this time, as other boroughs have done. 
The return in 2 Edw. II. is taken notice of by 
Mr. Prynn, thus: Pro burgo de Lurgarſale, Marle- 
berg, et Devizes, iſtud breve retornatum fuit bailivis 
libertat. regine Marg. eorundem burgorum in quas non 
habeo ingreſſum, qui nullum michi inde dederunt reſpon- 
Anno 4 Ed. IT. the like retorn was made in 
ſubſtance. Anno 5 Ed. II. the like, with this addi- 
tion; Et pro pluribus burgenſibus ad parliamentum 
Regis retorn. faciend. breve retornatum fuit ballivis 
libertatum Margaretæ regine Angliæ de libertatibus 
ſuis de Mere, Deviſes, Marleburg, et Worth, qui ba- 
bent retornum omnium brevium et executiones eorundum. 
Et prædict. ballivi michi non dederunt reſponſum. 

The repreſentatives were after, viz. 2 Hen. VIII, 
choſen in the county-courts, as appears by the in- 
denture for the county (ſee in the Appendix.) 

The memoirs of its conteſted elections, and of its 
members in that reſpect, I have met with, are thoſe 
which follow. 

April 27, 1660. Mr. Turner reported, from the 
committee of privileges and elections, the matter 
relating to the double return for this borough : That 
William Lewis, and Robert Aldworth, eſquires, are 
returned by the mayor under the common-ſeal ; and 
William Lewis, and John Norden, by the bur- 

only ; and the opinion of the committee is, 
That Robert Aldworth, eſquire, ought to ſit in this 
houſe, until the merits of the cauſe touching the ſaid 
double return is determined : which was agreed to 
by the houſe. 

July 31. Mr. Turner reported from the ſaid com- 
mittee. the caſe upon the election for this borough : 
That, upon the examination of the fact, it appeared, 
that no poll was demanded at the ſaid election; and 
that the mayor declared, upon the view, for Robert 
Aldworth, eſquire, who is alſo returned; and that 
although ſome teſtimony was offered, that Mr. Nor- 
den the petitioner had ten more voices, yet it ap- 
peared not, whether they were perſons qualified to 
elect ; therefore, upon the whole matter, the com- 
mittee were of opinion Mr. Aldworth is duly elect- 
ed, and ought to fit in the houſe; to which the 
bouſe agreed. 

March 22, 1678. A petition of the common- 
— and inhabitants of this borough, was 
read, complaining of undue and illegal practices 


. Uſed by the mayor of the ſaid borough, in electing 


and returning Sir Edward Baynton, and Sir Walter 
Ernly, to ſerve in this preſent parliament as bur- 
geſſes for this borough, in injury of the petitioners. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges, to examine the matter, and report the ſame, 
with their opinion., No report appears to be made. 

Nov. 1, 1680. A petition of Sir Walter Ernley, 
and George Johnſon, eſquire, touching the election 
for this borough, was read. 

. Ordered it to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion, 

March 24. A petition of Sir Edward Hunger- 
YE and John Eyles, eſquire, was read, touching 
the da for this borough. 

. Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 


be made. 


matter, with their opinion. No report appears to 


Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of Sir John Eyles, and 
William Trenchard, eſquire, complaining of an 
undue return of burgeſſes for this borough, to ſerve 
in this preſent convention; was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges, to examine and report the matter, with their 
opinion. 

March 21. Colonel Birch reported, from the ſaid 
committee, the ſtate of the fact as it appeared to 
them: That the queſtion was, Whether the right of 
election was in the mayor and burgeſſes, as a ſelect 
number, or in the burgeſſes at large? 

The petitioners counſel inſiſted, this was a bo- 
rough by preſcription, and not a corporation by pre- 
ſcription; and that all the burgeſſes had a right to 
elect: and produced a charter of the 15th of Edward 
the third, being a grant to the burgeſſes, and their 
ſucceſſors: an indenture of return, of the ſecond of 
Henry the fifth, of burgeſſes, by the ſheriff of the 
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county, as choſen for the community of the bo- 


rough : alſo another indenture of the firſt of Mary, 
wherein it was ſaid, the mayor pro ſe et communitate 
burgi, had returned the burgeſſes; an indenture of 
return, of the 31ſt of Charles the ſecond, made by 
the mayor and burgeſſes in general: and the coun- 
ſel ſaid, they had copies of other returns between 
theſe times, but that the records could not be found 
to examine them therewith. 

They alſo called a witneſs, who proved, a poll 
was demanded by the petitioners for all the bur- 
geſſes, and denied: and upon his croſs-examination 
ſaid, he had lived ſixty years in the town, and 
known ſeveral elections; but none that was by the 
popularity, but one about eight years ſince, when 
Sir Giles Hungerford, and Sir John Eyles, one of 


the now petitioners, were returned, by that choice, 


againſt Sir Walter Earnley, baronet, and George 
Johnſon, eſquire, who were choſen by the ſelect 
number: and that the petitioners did not make out, 
that any other election, but that, was by the popu- 
lacy, or burgeſſes in general. 

For the ſitting- members, 

That it was inſiſted, it was a corporation by pre- 
ſcription, and the right of election was in the may- 
or and burgeſlts, as a ſelect number; and produced 
returns of the 43d of Elizabeth, iſt of James the 
firſt, 21ſt of James the firſt, 1ſt of Charles the firſt, 
by the mayor and burgeſſes; and ſaid, they had ſe- 
veral others: and a charter of the, 3d of James the 
firſt, where it was recited, That the mayor and 
burgeſſes had, time out of mind, divers immuni— 
ties, &c. and therefore it was inſiſted on. to be a 
corporation by preſcription. 

And as to the election in 1679, it was proved, 
Sir Walter Ernley, and Mr. Johnſon, petitioned 
againſt it, but itwas never decided ; and that the now 
petitioner, Sir John Eyles, gave to the then mayor 
(one Whatton) a bond of 2000 1. dated 15 Septem- 
ber 1679 (which was proved by Whatton himſelf) 
to indemnify him from all damages by reaſon of 
the ſaid return : and ſaid further, he was feartul to 
make the return by the burgeſſes in general, it be- 
ing never known before, that he knew of ; and 
therefore, being preſſed to make it, he took the 
bond: whereupon the committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is in the mayor and ſe- 
lect number of the burgeiles of the ſaid borough, 
only. 
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That Sir William, Pynſent, baronet, and Walter 
Grubb, eſquire, are duly elected, as burgeſſes to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid borough : 
which reſolutions, being-twice read, were agreed to 
by the houſe. 

March 24, 1689. A petition of the burgeſſes of this 
borough was read; ſhewing, that, at the election of 
burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, on the 17th of March 
laſt, a poll was taken, whereat 59 of the burgeſſes 
were preſent, and no more appeared either -at the 
election or poll; of which Walter Grubb, eſquire, 
had 55 voices, John Methuen, eſquire, 36, and 
Sir Thomas Fowle 23; whereby the ſaid Walter 
Grubb and John Methuen were duly elected, and 
ought to have been returned by indenture under the 
common-ſeal ; but Richard Hillier, the preſent 
mayor, hath taken upon himſelf privately, without 
the common-ſeal, according to conſtant uſage, but 
by his own ſeal, to make a return as the act and 
deed of the burgeſſes; and to countenance ſuch his 
proceedings, adjourned the poll, and cauſed eight 
perſons, who were elected burgeſſes by virtue of the 
charter of the late King James, and were not living 
in the town, and had no right of election, to be 
polled for the ſaid Sir Thomas Fowle; and although 
the majority were for Mr. Grubb and Mr. Methuen, 
yet the ſaid mayor hath returned the ſaid Sir Tho- 
mas Fowle, though unduly elected: and praying 
the merits of the election may be examined, and 

their right preſerved, as it ought to be. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

March 27, 1690. A petition of John Methuen, 
eſquire, was read: ſhewing, that the petitioner, with 
Walter Grubb, eſquire, were duly elected for this 
borough, and ought to have been returned by the 
mayor and burgeſſes; but the mayor hath taken 
upon himſelf alone, contrary to the cuſtom of the 
borough, to return Sir Thomas Fowles, and the ſaid 
Mr. Grubb; by reaſon whereof there being now a 
double return for the ſaid borough, the petitioner 
is hindered from ſitting in the houſe : praying re- 
lief, and that the merits of the ſaid return may be 
heard and examined into together. 

Ordered to be referred as before. 

29th. Mr. Grey reported from the ſaid commit- 
tee, the caſe touching the double return for this 
borough, 

That the committee, upon inſpection of the pre- 
cept and both returns, found, that the precept was 
directed by the ſheriff to the mayor of the Devizes ; 

That Sir Thomas Fowles, and Walter Grubb, 
eſquire, are returned by the mayor, but without any 
burgeſſes joining in the return; 

That John Methuen, eſquire, and Walter Grubb, 
eſquire, are returned by ſeveral of the burgeſſes, 
without the mayor: whereupon the committee re- 
ſolved, 

That Sir Thomas Fowles, and Water Grubb, 
eſquire, returned by the mayor of this borough, 
are duly returned to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough : which reſolution, being twice 
read, was agreed to by the houſe : and the clerk of 
the Crown, being at the door, was called in, and 
at the table amended the return, by taking off the 
file the indenture of return of Mr. Grubb and Mr. 
Methuen. 

Oct. 6th. The ſame petition, as to the elec- 
tion of Mr. Methuen, was read, and referred in 
like manner. 


Dec. 22d. Mr. Grey reported from the aid 


committee the ſtate of the caſe, as it appeared to 
the committee, vix. 

That the right of election appeared to the com- 
mittee to be in the free-burgeſſes of this borough, 
and that there is in the ſaid borough, a mayor, re- 
corder, twelve major capital burgeſſes, and twenty. 
four minor capital burgeſſes, which are in the na- 
ture of a common- council. For the petitioner was 
called, | 

Richard Hope, who ſaid, he was clerk of the 
court of Record, in the nature of the town-clerk , 
and with conſent of the mayor, he took * poll 
there, upon which were, 

For Sir Thomas Fowles 23, 
For the petitioner — 36. 

For Sir Thomas Fowles, was called Dauntkey 
Brounker, who ſaid he took the poll by order of 
Sir Thomas Fowles, and the numbers were, 

For Sir Thomas Fowles 31, 
For the petitioner — 36. 

That afterwards Sir Thomas Fowles and Mr. Me- 
thuen came to the mayor's, and agreed, that the poll 
ſhould be ſcrutinized by two of the counſel, as they 
called it, and two gentlemen ; and that not taking 
the oaths appointed to be taken by the officers be- 
fore the firſt of Auguſt, was admitted to be a good 
exception, Mr. Methuen being preſent and not op- 
poſing it. On this ſcrutiny, it appeared, nine of Mr. 
Methuen's voters had not taken the oaths, and five 
others had not ſigned the declaration of the teſt; 
and that only three of Sir Thomas Fowles's voters, 
who had not taken the oaths, and one who had 
not ſigned the teſt. 

Danvers the recorder ſaid, for twenty years paſt, 
the new burgeſſes uſed to take the oaths according 
to 13 Car. and if not, were put out; and alſo uſed 
to take the teſt; and that Sir John Eyles, after 
he had taken the oath of a freeman, was put out 
for his not taking the other oaths. 

Bollis ſaid, that after thirty-ſix had polled for 
Mr. Methuen, and twenty-three for Sir Thomas 
Fowles, the town-clerk ſaid, there was an end of 
the poll ; but the mayor told him, that was not his 
buſineſs ; and thereupon was a great tumult, upon 
which the town-clerk did not go on; but afterwards 
eight more polled for Sir Thomas Fowles. 

Francis Paradice, and two others ſaid, the re- 
corder hath declared his opinion, that the free-bur- 
geſſes were not obliged to take the oaths ; but the 
recorder denied, he ever gave ſuch an opinion. 

Sadler ſaid, the recorder ordered the ſerjeant to 
go to all the free - burgeſſes, and acquaint them, they 
muſt ſubſcribe and take the oaths, or they would 
be put out. 

Bundy ſaid, the quarter - ſeſſions were adjourned 
ſeveral times, for the ſwearing of the free · burgeſſes. 

Paradice ſaid, the five had taken the oaths, and 
paid their money, but could not write, and deſired 
their hands might be put to the declaration: upon 
the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Sir Thomas Fowles is duly elected a bur- 
gels to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

The faid reſolution was twice read; and, upon 
the ſecond diſagreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that John Methuen, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this 

Ordered the clerk of the Crown do attend, and 
amend the return according to the ſaid reſolution. 

Dec. 7, 1695. A petition of Sir Francis Child, 


knight, was fead; . 
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The Borough of D EVIZ Es. 


and the petitioner, were duly elected burgeſſes to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
and ought to have been returned; but by the un- 
due practices of the agents of John Methuen, eſ- 
quire, he is returned with the ſaid Sir Edward Ern- 
ley, to the petitioner's injury: and praying the houſe 
will hear and examine the matter, &c. | 

Ordered, the petition be referred to the commit- 
tee of privileges and elections, to examine and re- 

the matter, with their opinion. 

Jan. 8, 1706. A petition of Thomas Webb, ſer- 
jeant at law, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner 
was duly choſen a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, in the room of John 
Methuen, eſquire, deceaſed : but Joſiah Diſton, eſ- 
quire, prevailed upon the high-ſheriff to deliver the 

to one Richard Hope, gentleman, who 
took upon him to act at the election as mayor, though 
r hath returned the ſaid Mr. 
Diſton, who was not duly elected, in wrong to the 
petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

29th. Ordered, that. Mr. Serjeant Webb have 
leave to withdraw his faid petition. 

Nov. 27, 1708. A petition of Thomas Webb, 
ſerjeant at law, on the behalf of himſelf and others, 
being the majority of the common-council of the 
borough incorporate of the Devizes, was read; 
ſhewing, that the right of electing burgeſſes, to 
ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough, is only 
in the mayor and burgeſſes: that a writ iſſuing for 
chooſing two members to ſerve in this parliament 
for the ſaid borough, Joſiah Diſton, a Blackwell- 
hall factor, prevailed upon Robert Payne, gentle- 
man, under-ſheriff, to deliver his precept to John 
Eyles, eſquire, as mayor of the ſaid borough (al- 
though the ſaid Mr. Eyles was not mayor, nor ſo 
much as a member of the body corporate, there being 
then no mayor) who at the inſtigation of the ſaid Mr. 
Diſton, undertook, and did execute the ſaid pre- 
cept, and hath returned Paul Methuen, eſquire, and 
the ſaid Mr. Diſton, to ſerve as members in parlia- 
ment for the ſaid borough, though they were not 
legally choſen : that the petitioner is, and when 
the ſaid precept was exectited, was, recorder of the 
ſaid borough, and one of the common-council, and 
as recorder, is (by the charter of the ſaid borough) 
the chief officer in the vacancy of a mayor, and 
that he, and others of the common-council, making 
a majority thereof (before the ſaid John Eyles cxe- 
cuted the ſaid precept) ſent to forbid the ſame, and 
demanded the precept; and for the reaſons aforeſaid, 
refuſed to attend and give their votes, but ſent a 
proteſtation, in writing, againſt his proceedings, 
and therefore the ſaid borough is not duly repre- 
ſented in this parliament : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the merits of the petition be heard 
at the bar, on the 28th of April next. 

Dec. 15, 1709. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do 
iſſue his warrant for making out a new writ for 
electing a member for this borough, in the room 
of Paul Methuen, eſquire, m. de a commiſſioner of 
the admiralty. | | 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Sir Francis Child, 
knight, and Thomas Webb, eſquire, ſerjeant at law, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election of members 
to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, the 
petitioners, and Paul Methuen, and Joſiah Diſton, 


| Blackwell-hall factor, were candidates: that James 


Sutton, gentleman, having gotten the precept, pro- 


ceeded in executing the ſame, as mayor, though 
he was not legal mayor, and was guilty of many 
indirect practices; and hath returned Mr. Methuen, 
and Mr. Diſton, as duly choſen, though the peti- 
tioners were duly elected by a majority of legal 
votes, and ought to have been returned : and Mr. 
Diſton, and his agents, and alſo Mr. Methuen's a- 
gents, were guilty of bribery and other corrupt 
practices : and praying &c. 

Another petition of the ſaid Sir Francis Child, 
and Mr. ſerjeant Webb, was read; ſhewing, that 
the petitioners were duly elected burgeſſes to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough ; and as 
ſuch were returned by Mr. John Child, the legal 
mayor of the ſaid borough, by an indenture an- 
nexed to the writ : that James Sutton, gentleman, 
having got the precept, acted as mayor, although 
he was not legal mayor, committing many indirect 
practices, and hath unduly returned Paul Methuen, 
and Joſiah Diſton, a Blackwell-hall factor, though 
he ought alſo to have returned the petitioners, who 
had the majority of legal votes; and the other 
candidates were guilty of bribery, and other illegal 
practices and praying &c. 

A petition of Paul Methuen, and Joſiah Diſton, 
eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt elec- 
tion of burgeſſes for this borough, the petitioners, 
Sir Francis Child, and Mr. ſerjeant Webb, were 
candidates; and though Sir Francis and the ferjcant, 
and their agents, by corrupt practices obtained di- 
vers votes, yet the petitioners were duly elected, 
and returned by James Sutton, gentleman, mayor 
of the ſaid borough ; yet the ſheriff of Wilts, being 
indirectly prevailed on, hath annexed to the writ, 
with the return of the ſaid petitioners, an undue re- 
turn of Sir Francis Child and Mr. ſerjeant Webb, 
pretended to be made by one John Child, brother 
of the ſaid Sir Francis, who was not the proper 
officer, nor did preſide, or act, at the ſaid election: 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petitions 
and returns, be heard at the bar on the 12th of this 
inſtant December. | 

2d. Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petitions, 
&c. be put off to the 16th of December inſtant. 

15th. Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do 
attend the houſe to-morrow morning with the 
double return for this borough, and alſo with ſuch 
orders and proceedings, as are in his cuſtody, re- 
lating to the mayors, magiſtrates, and juſtices of 
the peace, for the ſaid borough, ſince the year 
1705. 

"I. The houſe proceeded in hearing the ſaid 
matter relating to the ſaid election and returns, and 
the counſel on both ſides were called in, and the 
ſaid petitions were read, and ſeveral witneſſes were 
examined on both ſides. And the counſel and wit- 
neſſes being withdrawn 

And Mr. John Child being offered as a witneſs 
to what he heard Mr. Diſton ſay of his judgment, 
touching ten new votes, which being objected a- 
gainſt, 

Reſolved, that Mr. John Child be admitted to 
give evidence of what he has heard Mr. Diſton ſay 
of the elections of common-council men and free- 
burgeſſes, that have been at the Devizes ſince the 
20th of April, 1706. 

Then the counſel were called in again, and heard, 
and other witneſſes were examined, and the coun- 


' ſel and witneſſes being withdrawn; it was re- 


ſolved, 
That 
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That Sir Francis Child, knight, is duly elected Jan. 18, 1670. A motion being made for iſſuing 
| a burgeſs to ſerve in the preſent parliament for this a writ for electing another knight of the ſhire for 
| | borough. this county inſtead of the now Duke of Albemarle, 
| | That Thomas Webb, ſerjeant at law, is ; duly being not now in a capacity of ſitting in the hank. 
"vl elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this — And information being given to the houſe, of 
borough. And ordered, that the return be amend- an endeavour to foreſtal a free election, by iſſuing 


| 
| | 5 ed accordingly: out papers, in the nature of warrants, to pre-eng 
| | March 5, 1713. A petition of Joſiah Diſton, and the county before any writ iſſued And ſeveral of 
| Francis Eyles junior, was read ; ſhewing, that at the papers being delivered in at the table, and be. ( 
1 the election for this borough, the petitioners, Ro- ing upon queſtion ordered to be read; and read ac. IN 
| bert Child and John Nicholas, eſquires, were can- cordingly : 1 
| didates : that at the election the petitioners had the Reſolved, that the ſending; warrants, or letters in „ Willis, 
| majority, and ought to have been returned in the the nature of warrants, or letters to high-conſtables 47 £ 
| room of the ſaid MF. Child and Mr. Nicholas, who, or conſtables, or other officers, to be communicated I 
by the undue practices of themſelves and their agents, to the frecholders or other electors, when a kni ght r 
have unduly procured themſelves to be returned, in of the ſhire or other member is to be choſen to f 
wrong of the petitioners: and praying &c. ſerve in parliament, or threatning the eleQors, is f 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of unparliamentary, and a violation of the right of I 
| | privileges and elections to examine the matter, and elections. Ibid. 415. 
| report the ſame, with their opinion. Reſolved, that Mr. Speaker do certify the Lord te 
In the year 1720, an enquiry was made into the Keeper of the great ſeal of England, that the now 0 
conduct of the directors of the South-Sea company, Duke of Albemarle, who lately ſerved as a knight it 
- and Francis Eyles, eſquire, one of the members of for this county, 1s not now in a capacity of fitting 0 
the houſe of commons for this borough, being one a member of this houſe, deſiring him that a wric p 
of the ſaid directors. may iſſue forth under the great ſeal for the election 
Jan. 23, 1720. Ordered Francis Eyles, eſquire, of a knight for this ſhire to ſerve in this preſent 
do attend, in his place, on Saturday next. parliament in his place and ſtead. 
28th. Mr. Eyles attended. June 2, 1685. A petition of Samuel Rolls, eſquire, 
A motion was made, and the queſtion propoſed, touching the election for this county, was read. 
that Francis Eyles, eſquire, a member of this houſe, Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
is guilty of a notorious breach of truſt, as a director leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- = 
of the South-Sea company, and thereby occaſioned port the ſame, with their opinion: but no report * 
very great loſs to great numbers of his Majeſty's appears ever to be made. 8 
ſubjects, and highly prejudiced the publick credit. June 21, 1712. Ordered a warrant for a new * 
Mr. Eyles was heard in his place, and withdrew. writ for electing a knight of the ſhire for this - 
Reſolved, that Francis Eyles, eſquire, a member county, in the room of Sir William Pole, baronet, 5 
of this houſe, and one of the directors of the South-. made maſter of the Queen's houſhold. * 
Sea company, is guilty of a notorious breach of — 
truſt, as a director of the ſaid company; and has DORCH ESTE R. = 
thereby occaſioned very giea: loſs to great numbers pon 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and has highly prejudiced HIS is the ſhire town of the county of Dor-% 40 
the publick credit. ſet, and an antient borough, as appears by the” 4 
Reſolved, that the ſaid Francis Eyles be, for his record following. — In Doreceſter tempore Regis Ell. 0 4 
ſaid offence, expelled this houſe. wardi, erant clxxii. domus. Hex pro omni — 1 40 
31ſt. Ordered a warrant for a new writ for elect- Regis ſe defendebant, & geldebant pro x. hid, Scilicet 6 
ing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for ad opus huſcarlium unam markam argenti, exceptis © 
this borough, in the room of the ſaid Mr. Eyles. conſuetudinibus que pertinent ad firmam noctis. Ibi erant 40 
| ii. moneliarii, quiſque eorum reddebat Regi unam mar- 44 
DEVONSHIRE. | tam argenti, & xx. Sol. quando moneta vertebatur. a 
It was antiently of the King's demeaſne, and its dr « 
HIS is a very large county in the weſtern antient government was by bailiffs, as appears by « 
parts of the kingdom, and has returned the Fine Roll 17 Edward II. ; whereby the 5. b 6. f 4 
Knights to parliament from the firſt ſummons of the borough was granted to the bailiffs, bur- « | 
in Edward the firſt's time. The Firſt memoran- geſſes, and good men thereof, for five years, upon « 
dum I meet with relating to them, is in the 16th payment of 20 1. yearly. And King Edward II. * 5 « 
4 Reg. of Richard the ſecond. Sir Philip Courtney one of on the petition of the burgeſſes, gave them the; 4 11 « | 
"Gy — the knights returned, was accuſed in parliament of ſame grant for ever, on their paying the ſaid yearly m. 11 « , 
16 R. 11, many heinous offences, and was diſcharged (at his farm of 20 1. per annum. 
own requeſt, until he ſhould acquit himſelf of the It was antiently (as Dr. Willis-writes) p 2 Wil I 
ſame) from being a member, by the King and lords; rated. But the firſt charter I meet with, is, in 1610: . 
but was afterwards reſtored upon the petition of the whereby, King James the firſt appointed the govern- Ct. by ing 


len. V. commons.—In the 4th of Hen. IV. he was again ment of the borough, to be by two bailiffs, and!“ 
1». So accuſed of ſeveral miſdemeanors, and by the King 15 burgeſſes, who were to be called capital bur- 
and lords committed to the Tower, and there re- geſſes and counſellors, of the ſaid borough, out 


mained till enlarged (upon ſureties) at the requeſt of which the bailiffs were to be choſen. He alſo exec 
of the commons. The records of theſe tranſactions gave them power to chooſe a recorder, &c. but C 
from the parliament rolls, may be ſeen in the Ap- all theſe liberties are more amply ſet forth, aud Mr. 
pendix; à Ri: confirmed, in the charter of King Charles the firſt, 2 of L 

The return for this county in the 28th Hen. VI. in the fifth year of his reign, whereby he confirms to g 
is alſo ſet forth in the Appendix. The more modern their liberties ; and grants, that, thenceforth the bent 4 
memoirs relating to its elections and repreſentatives, ſaid borough ſhould be a free borough, and the und, 
in that reſpect, are theſe following. bailiffs, burgeſſes, and inhabitants, thereof, ſhould Nh 


os "Fol | be 
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The Town of DoR CHESTER, 


2 corporate, conſiſting of, and ſubſiſting 
name of mayor, bailiffs, aldermen, and 

of the ſaid borough; and there ſhould 

one mayor, two bailiffs, ſix aldermen, and fix 
capital burgeſſes (of the inhabitants of the ſaid bo- 
rough ;) and alſo all the inhabitants of the ſaid bo- 
rough, are incorporated by the name of the gover- 
nour, affiſtants, and freemen, of the ſaid borough ; 
over, whom there ſhall be one governour, and 24 
aſſiſtants, to be choſen out of the freemen of the 


be a 
by, the 
be 


*  faid borough : all which will appear by the extract 
Wills, of the charter in Appendix. 


It has returned bur- 
geſſes to parliament from the 23d of Edward I. 
I meet with no memoirs relating. to its election, or 
repreſentatives, in that reſpect, until ſince the Re- 
formation ; after which, I meet with many : the 
firſt of which, is very remarkable, and here fol- 
lows. 

Dr. Willis writes, it has been famous for ſending 
to parliament its townſmen, or neighbouring gentle- 
men natives of this county : and, as a ſpecimen of 
its virtue, in the year 1604, gives his reader a copy 
of a certificate upon an election, which deſerves a 
place in theſe collections. 


To the honourable aſſemblie of the high cort 
of parliament, the burgeſſes of the boroughe 
„ of Dorcheſter, in the countie of Dorſs, 


« ſendeth greetinge. 


* Wee the ſaide burgeſſes, do hereby ſignify unto 
«© you, that (upon ſtriftnes of the late proclama- 
tion, as wee tooke it, for the electinge of reciant 
* burgeſſes) wee made choice of Matthew Chubbe 
and John Spicer of our ſaide towne, to be bur- 
«« geſles of this parliament. Albeit, wee acknow- 
<* ledge, that the ſaide Matthew Chubbe, before, and 
at the ſaid election, did, both by hym ſelfe and 
others, intreat us that hee might be ſpared therein, 
offeringe to ſome other to bee choſen five pounds 
towards his chargs to ſerve therein; and alleag- 
inge unto us then the diſabilitie of his bodye to 
« endure that ſervice; and for that it appeared in 


 « Efter terme laſt, when the ſaide Matthew Chubbe 


*« was to do his ſervice in the ſaid parliament, that 
hee coulde not performe it, nor endure the ſame 
* (by diſabilitie of bodye) and, doubtinge of diſa- 
«© blenes heeerafter to attende the ſame ſervice, dothe 
e with us the ſaid burgeſſes, beecome hereby hum- 
4 ble 
** contemptuous by his abſence : and that it will 
« pleaſe you to diſmiſſe the ſaide Chubbe, and to 

<« graunt a write for the election of an- other, where- 
in wee can aſſure you heereby, that wee will retorne 

an- other ſufficient perſone to attende the ſaide ſer- 


vice. For the better teſtymonie hereof, wee have 


* heerunto ſete the comon ſeale of the ſaide bo- 
* roughe the xxiitith dai of June 1604.“ 


I have copied this letter out of Dr. Willis's Noti- 
tia; but I do not find any memoir of any proceed- 
ing thereupon. 

Dec. 3, 1689. A complaint was made, that the 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Gerrard Nappier, eſquire, deceaſed, is not 
executed, 

Ordered, that Mr. Cooper the late under-ſheriff, 
Mr. Atwell the preſent under-ſheriff, of the county 
of Dorſet, do attend this houſe to-morrow morning, 
to give an account of the reaſon thereof. 

4th. The houſe being acquainted, that the late 


under-ſheriff of the county of Dorſet, and the pre- 


Os IS EET Gs) eres 


petitioners unto you, that he may not ſeem 


ſent under-ſheriff, attended according to order, they 


were called in, and examined conceraing the iſſuing 
a precept for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in 
the room of Gerrard Nappier, eſquire, deceaſed ; and 
having given an account thereof, they withdrew. 
_ Ordered, the mayor of Dorcheſter do forthwith 
proceed to execute the precept ſent him by the late 
ſheriff, for the electing of a burgeſs for this bo- 
rough. 

N. B. This matter happened by means cf the 
ſheriff's death. 


21ſt. A petition of Nathanael Bond, eſquire, ſer- 


jeant at law, was read ; ſhewing, that there having 
been a new writ ordered to iſſue for the chooſing 
another member for this borough, the petitioner 
was duly elected by the major part of thoſe who 
had the right of giving their votes in the electing 
of members; but Thomas Chafin, eſquire, was re- 
turned in prejudice of the petitioner : and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

The parliament being ſoon after diſſolved, no re- 
port was made of this election. 


213 


March 24. A petition of Thomas Trenchard, -- 


eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, 
with James Gould, eſquire, were duly elected bur- 
geſſes for this borough, by a majority of legal votesr; 
but that the mayor of the ſaid borough hath unduly 
returned Sir Robert Nappier, in prejudice to the pe- 
titioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, . the petition be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

April 3,1690. A petition of the inhabitants of his 
borough was read; ſhewing, that the right of election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this borough is 
only in the inhabitants reſiding there, paying ſcot and 
lot, until upon one or two late elections it hath been 
practiſed otherwiſe; the mayor, town-clerk, and ſome 
of the aldermen there, contrary to the freeman's oath, 
having acted very partially, by admitting perſons 
on late elections, not ſo qualified as aforeſaid, to 
vote purely to clect ſuch perſons as by the wills 
and pleaſure of the ſaid mayor, town-clerk, and 
aldermen, are ſet up; fo that of late, by ſuch arbi- 
trary methods, there have not been two elections, 
one after another, choſen by one and the ſame me- 
thod ; but contrary to each other, as hath ſerved 
the purpoſes of the ſaid mayor, town-clerk, and 
aldermen : and praying the houſe to ſettle the bo 
rough in their antient rights and privileges, ſo tha 
it may not be in the power of the mayor, town- 
clerk, &c. to deſtroy the ſame, or withhold the in- 
habitants of their antient uſage ; but that the elec- 
tions may, for the future, be in thoſe who have 
right to vote and elect. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections. 

Oct. 6. Mr. Trenchard 1 his petition 

: and it was referred, as before. 

Dec. 3. Ordered to be reported on Saturday 
morning next. 

6th. Ordered to be reported on Wedneſday next. 

10th. The order was not called for. 

12th. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday next. 

16th. Mr. Grey reported from the committee, 
the ſtate of the caſe, —That upon the poll there 
were, | 

For Sir Robert Nappier 146, 
For the petitioner — 169. 


Li i And 
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That Sir Francis Child, knight, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in the preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That Thomas Webb, ſerjeant at law, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough. And ordered, that the return be amend- 
ed accordingly: 

March 5, 1713. A petition of Joſiah Diſton, and 
Francis Eyles junior, was read ſhewing, that at 
the election for this borough, the petitioners, Ro- 
bert Child and John Nicholas, eſquires, were can- 
didates : that at the election the petitioners had the 
majority, and ought to have been returned in the 
room of the ſaid ME. Child and Mr. Nicholas, who, 
by the undue practices of themſelves and their agents, 
have unduly procured themſelves to be returned, in 
wrong of the petitioners: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 

report the ſame, with their opinion. 

In the year 1720, an enquiry was made i into the 
conduct of the directors of the South- Sea company, 

and Francis Eyles, eſquire, one of the members of 
the houſe of commons for this borough, being one 
of the ſaid directors. 

Jan. 23, 1720. Ordered Francis Eyles, eſquire, 
do attend, in his place, on Saturday next. 

28th. Mr. Eyles attended. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion propoſed, 
that Francis Eyles, eſquire, a member of this houſe, 
is guilty of a notorious breach of truſt, as a director 
of the South-Sea company, and thereby occaſioned 
very great loſs to great numbers of his Majeſty's 
ſubjects, and highly prejudiced the publick credit. 

Mr. Eyles was heard in his place, and withdrew. 

Reſolved, that Francis Eyles, eſquire, a member 


of this houſe, and one of the directors of the South- 


Sea company, is guilty of a notorious breach of 
truſt, as a director of the ſaid company; and has 


thereby occaſioned. very giea: loſs to great numbers 


of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and has highly prejudiced 
the publick credit. 

Reſolved, that the faid Francis Eyles be, for his 
ſaid offence, expelled this houſe. 

31ſt. Ordered a warrant for a new writ for elect- 
ing a burgels to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 


this borough, in the room of the ſaid Mr. Eyles, 


DEVONSHIRE. 


HIS is a very large county in the weſtern 
parts of the kingdom, and has returned 
knights to parliament from the firſt fummons 
in Edward the firſt's time. The firſt memoran- 
dum I meet with relating to them, is in the 16th 
4 Reg. of Richard the ſecond. Sir Philip Courtney one of 
2 20m the knights returned, was accuſed in parliament of 
16 K. II. many heinous offences, and was diſcharged (at his 
own requeſt, until he ſhould acquit himſelf of the 
ſame) from being a member, by the King and lords; 
but was afterwards reſtored upon the petition of the 
Hen. IV. commons. — In the 4th of Hen. IV. he was again 
1b. 2221-accuſed of ſeveral miſdemeanors, and by the King 
and lords committed to the: Tower, and there re- 
mained till enlarged (upon ſureties) at the requeſt 
of the commons. The records of theſe tranſactions 
from the parliament rolls, may be ſeen in the Ar- 

1 a N 
The return for this county in the 28th Hen. VI. 
45 alſo ſet forth in the Appendix. The more modern 
memoirs relating to its elections and repreſentatives, 


in that ref pect, are theſe following. 
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Jan. 18, 1670. A motion being made for iſſuing 
a writ for electing another knight of the ſhire for 
this county inſtead of the now Duke of Albemarle, 
being not now in a capacity of ſitting in the houſe” 
And information being given to the houſe, of 
an endeavour to foreſtal a free election, by iſſuing 
out papers, in the nature of warrants, to pre- eng 
the county before any writ iſſued — And ſeveral of 
the papers being delivered in at the table, and be. 
ing upon queſtion ordered to be read; and read ac. 
cordingly : 

Reſolved, that the ſending: warrants, or letters in 
the nature of warrants, or letters to high-conſtables 
or conſtables, or other officers, to be communicateg 
to the frecholders or other electors, when a knight 
of the ſhire or other member is to be choſen to 
ſerve in parliament, or threatning the eleQors, is 
unparliamentary, and a violation of the right of 
elections. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Speaker do certify che Lord 
Keeper of the great ſeal of England, that the now 
Duke of Albemarle, who lately ſerved as a knight 
for this county, is not now in a capacity of ſitting 
a member of this houſe, deſiring him that a writ 
may iſſue forth under the great ſeal for the election 
of a knight for this ſhire to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament in his place and ſtead. 

June 2, 1685. A petition of Samuel Rolls, eſquire, 
touching the election for this county, was read. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion : but no report 
appears ever to be made. 

June 21, 1712. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a knight of the ſhire for this 
county, in the room of Sir William Pole, baronet, 
made maſter of the Queen's houſhold. 


DORCHESTER. 


HIS is the ſhire town of the county of Dor-5:! 

ſet, and an antient borough, as appears by the mw 
record following. —1n Dorecęſter tempore Regis El. wy 
wardi, erant clxxii. domus. He pro omni — 1. 
Regis ſe defendebant, & geldebant pro x. hid, Scilicet 
ad opus buſcarlium unam markam argenti, exceplis 
conſuetudinibus que pertinent ad firmam nofis. Li erant 
ii. monetiarii, quiſque eorum reddebat Regi unam mar- 
tam argenti, & xx. Sol. quando moneta vertebatur. 


It was antiently of the King's demeaſne, and its br 


antient government was by bailiffs, as appears by 
the Fine Roll 17 Edward II.; whereby the cuſtody 8. Ro. F 
of the borough was granted to the bailiffs, bur- *, 
geſſes, and good men thereof, for five years, upon 
payment of 20 J. yearly. And King Edward III. %. C 
on the petition of the burgeſſcs, gave them the * 
ſame grant for ever, on their paying the ſaid yeany's. m. l. 
farm of 20 1. per annum. 

It was antiently (as Dr. Willis writes) incorpo- ol 
rated. But the firſt charter I meet with, is, in 1610 :* 


whereby, King James the firſt appointed the govern- Ct. 
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ment of the borough, to be by two bailiffs, and 
15 burgeſſes, who were to be called capital bur- 
geſſes and counſellors, of the ſaid borough, out 
of which the bailiffs were to be choſen, He alſo 
gave them power to chooſe a recorder, &c. but 
all theſe liberties are more amply ſet forth, aud 
confirmed, in the charter of King Charles the firſt, 2 
in the fifth year of his reign, whereby he confirms... 


their liberties; and grants, that, thenceforth the z-:- 


ſaid borough ſhould. be a free borough, and the 


bailiffs, burgeſſes, and inhabitants, thereof, 
O 


LE 
F 


D, r m ðͤ 


be a body corporate, conſiſting of, and ſubſiſting 
— the name of mayor, bailiffs, aldermen, and 
burgeſſes, of the ſaid borough ;. and there ſhould 
be one mayor, two bailiffs, ſix aldermen, and fix 
burgeſſes (of the inhabitants of the ſaid bo- 
rough ) and alſo all the inhabitants of the ſaid bo- 
rough, are incorporated by the name of the gover- 
nour, affiſtants, and freemen, of the ſaid borough ; 
over. whom there ſhall be one governour, and 24 
aſſiſtants, to be choſen out of the freemen of the 
faid borough : all which will appear by the extract 
Wills, of the charter in Appendix. It_has returned bur- 
4:0 geſſes to parliament from the 23d of Edward I. 
I meet with no memoirs relating. to its election, or 
repreſentatives, in that reſpect, until ſince the Re- 
formation; after which, I meet with many: the 
firſt of which, is very remarkable, and here fol- 
lows. 
Dr. Willis writes, it has been famous for ſending 
to parliament its townſmen, or neighbouring gentle- 
men natives of this county : and, as a ſpecimen of 
its virtue, in the year 1604, gives his reader a copy 
of a certificate upon an election, which deſerves a 
place in theſe collections. 


Ibid. 415+ 


* To the honourable aſſemblie of the high cort 
of parliament, the burgeſſes of the boroughe 
„ of Dorcheſter, in the countie of Dorſs, 


« ſendeth greetinge. 


* Wee the ſaide burgeſſes, do hereby ſignify unto 
«© you, that (upon ſtriftnes of the late proclama- 
tion, as wee tooke it, for the electinge of reciant 
s burgeſſes) wee made choice of Matthew Chubbe 
and John Spicer of our ſaide towne, to be bur- 
« geſſes of this parliament. Albeit, wee acknow- 
* ledge, that the ſaide Matthew Chubbe, before, and 
at the ſaid election, did, both by hym ſelfe and 
others, intreat us that hee might be ſpared therein, 
offeringe to ſome other to bee choſen five pounds 
*© towards his chargs to ſerve therein; and alleag- 
inge unto us then the diſabilitie of his bodye to 
« endure that ſervice; and for that it appeared in 
« Eſter terme laſt, when the ſaide Matthew Chubbe 
vas to do his ſervice in the ſaid parliament, that 
hee coulde not performe it, nor endure the ſame 
(by diſabilitie of bodye) and, doubtinge of diſa- 
© blenes heeerafter to attende the ſame ſervice, dothe 
* with us the ſaid burgeſſes, beecome hereby hum- 
* ble petitioners unto you, that he may not ſeem 
* contemptuous by his abſence : and that it will 
« pleaſe you to diſmiſſe the ſaide Chubbe, and to 
128 a write for the election of an- other, where- 
in wee can aſſure you heereby, that wee will retorne 
an- other ſufficient perſone to attende the ſaide ſer- 
« vice. For the better teſtymonie hereof, wee have 
* heerunto ſete the comon ſeale of the ſaide bo- 
e roughe the xxiiiith dai of June 1604.” 


I have copied this letter out of Dr. Willis's Noti- 
tia; but I do not find any memoir of any proceed- 
ing thereupon. 

Dec. 3, 1689. A complaint was made, that the 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Gerrard Nappier, eſquire, deceaſed, is not 
executed. 

. Ordered, that Mr. Cooper the late under-ſheriff, 
Mr, Atwell the preſent under-ſheriff, of the county 
of Dorſet, do attend this houſe to-morrow morning, 
to give an account of the reaſon thereof. 

4th. The houſe being acquainted, that the late 
under-ſheriff of the county of Dorſet, and the pre- 
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ſent under-ſheriff, attended according to order, they 

were called in; and examined concerning the iſſuing 

a precept for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in 

the room of Gerrard Nappier, eſquire, deceaſed ; and 
having given an account thereof, they withdrew. 

_ Ordered, the mayor of Dorcheſter do forthwith 
proceed to execute the precept ſent him by the late 

ſheriff, for the electing of a burgeſs tor this bo- 
rough. 

N. B. This matter happened by means cf the 
ſheriff's death. 

21ſt. A petition of Nathanael Bond, eſquire, ſer- 
jeant at law, was read; ſhewing, that there having 
been a new writ ordered to iſſue for the chooſing 
another member for this borough, the petitioner 
was duly elected by the major part of thoſe who 
had the right of giving their votes in the electing 
of members; but Thomas Chafin, eſquire, was re- 
1 in prejudice of the petitioner: and praying 

© 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

The parliament being ſoon after diſſolved, no re- 
port was made of this election. 

March 24. A petition of Thomas Trenchard, -- ' 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, 
with James Gould, eſquire, were duly elected bur- 
geſſes for this borough, by a majority of legal votesr; 
but that the mayor of the ſaid borough hath unduly 
returned Sir Robert Nappier, in prejudice to the pe- 
titioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, . the petition be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

April 3,1690. A petition of the inhabitants of chis 
borough was read; ſhewing, that the right of election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this borough is 
only in the inhabitants reſiding there, paying ſcot and 
lot, until upon one or two late elections it hath been 
practiſed otherwiſe; the mayor, town-clerk, and ſome 
of the aldermen there, contrary to the freeman's oath, 
having acted very partially, by admitting perſons 
on late elections, not ſo qualified as aforeſaid, to 
vote purely to clect ſuch perſons as by the wills 
and pleaſure of the ſaid mayor, town-clerk, and 
aldermen, are ſet up; ſo that of late, by ſuch arbi- 
trary methods, there have not been two elections, 
one after another, choſen by one and the fame me- 
thod ; but contrary to each other, as hath ſerved 
the purpoſes of the ſaid mayor, town-clerk, and 
aldermen : and praying the houſe to ſettle the bo- 
rough in their antient rights and privileges, ſo that 
it may not be in the power of the mayor, town- 
clerk, &c. to deſtroy the ſame, or withhold the in- 
habitants of their antient uſage ; but that the elec- 
tions may, for the future, be in thoſe who have 
right to vote and elect. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections. 

Oct. 6. Mr. Trenchard preſented his petition 
again: and it was referred, as before. 

Dec. 3. Ordered to be reported on Saturday 
morning next. 

6th. Ordered to be reported on Wedneſday next. 

10th. The order was not called for. 

12th. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday next. 

16th. Mr. Grey reported from the committee, 
the ſtate of the caſe, —That upon the poll there 
were, 

For Sir Robert Napier 146, 
For the petitioner -— 169. 
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And that the ma) ority was allowed to be with the 


petitioner: but the ſitting · member inliſted, that 


the petitioner was a minor; and it was proved, 
that that objection was made to the petitioner at the 
time of the election, and a certificate produced, 
« that Thomas, ſon of Thomas Trenchard, eſquire, 
and Ann his wife, was baptized 14th. of February, 
1671;” neither was the minority of the petitioner 
oppoſed by his counſel : and thereupon the commit- 
tee reſolved, 

That Thomas Trenchard, eſquire, had the majo- 


rity of voices at the election of burgeſſes to ſerve in 


this preſent parliament for this borough. | 

Phe hs akin of the ſaid Thomas Trenchard 
being a minor, be ſpecially reported to the houſe. 

The firſt reſolution being twice read, was agreed 
to by the houſe. 

The ſecond reſolution, being read a ſecond 
time; 

A queſtion was put, that Sir Robert Nappier is 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough : it was diſagreed to. 

A queſtion being put, that Thomas Trenchard, 
eſquire, is duly elected to ſerve as a burgeſs in this 
preſent parliament for this borough, on a — 
pailed | in the affirmative. 

Ordered the clerk of the Crown do attend to- 
morrow morning, to amend the return for this bo- 
rough. 

May 2, 1720. A petition .of Abraham Janſſen, 
eſquire, was read z ſhewing, the petitioner, and 
Robert Brown, eſquire, were candidates for a mem- 
ber to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough : that the petitioner had the majority of above 


twenty votes of ſuch perſons who had an undoubt- 


ed right of voting; and a majority of four votes, 
at the leaſt, by the mayor's on poll: that, not- 
withſtanding ſuch majority, the mayor hath returned 
the ſaid Robert Brown: and praying &c. ' 

A petition of William Speke, and Joſeph Damer, 
eſquires, Francis Kingſtone, John Gollop junior, 
and George Yeat, gentlemen, in behalf of them- 
ſelves, and ſeveral others, who have a right for 
electing of members to ſerve in parliament for the 
ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, that the un- 
doubted right of voting for members, to ſerve in 


parliament for the ſaid borough is, and, beyond the. 


memory of man, has been, in the inhabitants pay- 
ing to church and poor, in reſpect of their per- 
ſonal eſtates; and in all perſons paying to church 
and poor, for, or in reſpect of any real eſtates they 
are ſeized or poſſeſſed of within the ſaid borough : 
that the petitioners were at the laſt election thus qua- 
lified to vote, but Thomas Pitman, mayor of the 
faid borough at, and before, the laſt election, in an 
arbitrary and illegal manner, endeavoured to elude 
and deſtroy the petitioners rights; and to veſt the 


power of electing members in himſelf, and the ſuc- 


ceeding mayors of the ſaid borou admitting 
and allowing perſons to poll who 2 No t, nor 
were qualified : that, by the ſaid ill . 

the ſaid Thomas Pitman hath ke poor 
Brown junior, eſquire, duly elected; when, in 8 
Abraham Janſſen, eſquire, the other candidate, had 
a' majority of four voices, by the mayor's own 
poll; and a majority of twenty-ſix votes, by a poll 
fairly and indifferently taken : and praying &c. 


Ordered, that both the ſaid petitions be heard at the 


bat of the houſe,” on the 16th of May inſtant. 
16th. The houſe proceeded to the hearing the 
ſaid peritions ; and the counſel on both ſides were 


called i in, and the ſaid petitions were read; and the 


* Ordered tbe heard bis to-morrow. man 


ing. 

15th. The houſe proceeded i 2 
the counſel were called in: 
And the counſel for Mr. Brown proceeded to ex. 
amine witneſſes, to qualify ſeveral of the voters to 
which the petitioners counſel had objected; and 


ly fuch as voted for eſtates within that part 
of the pariſh of the Holy Trinity, which was for. 
merly the pariſh of Froom-Whitfield, and which 
was, by act of parliament, united to the pariſh of 
the Holy Trinity, alias Dorcheſter Trinitatis: 

And the ſaid act was read; and the counſel on 
both ſides heard, and withdrew. 

Reſolved, that that part of the pariſh, called the 
Holy Trinity, alia: Dorcheſter Trinitatis, which was 
formerly the pariſh of Froom- Whitfield, is No part 
of this borough. 

And the counſel were called in, and Mr. Speaker 
acquainted them therewith. 

Then the counſel for the ſitting- member proceed. 
ed to examine witneſſes, to qualify other voters 
which the petitioners counſel had objected to; and 
particularly ſuch as lived in a place called Colli- 
ton-Row, touching which ſome witneſſes were exa- 
mined ; and the counſel on both ſides were heard, 
and withdrew. 

Reſolved, that the tything of Colliton-Row, with- 
in the pariſh of the Holy Trinity, alias Dorcheſter 
Trinitatis, is no part of this borough. 

The counſel were called in, and Mr. Speaker ac- 
quainted them therewith. 

Then the counſel for Mr. Brown proceeded to ex- 
amine witneſſes, to qualify other voters which the 
petitioners counſel had objeted . . . then it was 
ordered to be heard again the next morning. 

Nh. n e tn the n 
and the counſel were called in : 

And the counſel for Mr. Brown -proceeded to 
qualify ſome 'more of the voters which the petitio- 
ners counſel had objefted to; and alſo to diſquali- 
fy ſeveral of the voters for the petitioners, upon e- 
count of threatning and bribery : 

And the petitioners counſel were heard in reply, 
and withdrew. 

Reſolved, chat the right of cleRing burgeſſes to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in the in- 
habitants of the faid 
and poor, in reſpe& of their perſonal eſtates; and 
in fuch perſons as pay to church and poor, in re- 
ſpect of their real eſtates within the faid borough. 

Reſolved, that Robert Brown junior, eſquire, is 
not duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Abraham Janſſen, eſquire, is duly 
elected a 5 Bilge fo; Rove Tn" this packer” parlia- 
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jecting the votes of ſeveral perſons who voted for 
the petitioner, and accepting of others, who had 
no right, for the ſaid Mr. Damer; by this, and other 
illegal practices, the ſaid Mr. Damer procured him- 
ſelf ro be returned, in prejudice to the petitioner: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
conſideration of the committee of privileges, to 
examine and report the matter, with their opinion. 

Nov. 23. Ordered, that leave be given to Mr. 
White to withdraw his petition, 

Feb. 7. Ordered, that the report on the petition, 
touching the election for this borough, be received 


ſaid borou 
ſpe& of their perſonal eſtates ; and in ſuch perſons 


as it ſerved a turn in elections: and called, 

Mr. Peter Templeman ; who ſaid, before the year 
1710, for thirty years to his knowledge, the pariſh- 
officers were conſtantly choſe by the pariſhioners at 
a veſtry in Eaſter-week ; and the rates were always 


ſettled by common conſent of the pariſhioners aſ- 


ſembled in veſtry, upon notice given in the church; 
but about that year there being a great conteſt touch- 
ing an election, the juſtices of the peace took upon 
them to nominate the pariſh-officers, and make the 
rates according to their own intereſt ; and have ſince 
continued ſo to do. He alſo ſaid, upon inſpec- 
tion of the rates for ſeveral years paſt, that he found, 
in ſome years, ſeveral perſons names inſerted with 
blanks for ſums, or cyphers inſtead of fums. 

The petitioner's counſel ſaid, they ſhould take 19 
from Mr. Pleydell's poll, and add to the petitioner's 
poll eight ; four of which were rated ; and the other 
four left our, to hinder their voting. 

As to the 19 objected to, Mr. Templeman ſaid, 
four of them were only daily-labourers; or perſons 
in mean circumſtances z and that their rates were 
—— 1 — He produced two receipts, by 

it appeared, that. Edward Watts paid for 
thoſe four, and for five others, in 1716; and for 
the ſame four, and four gthers, in 1717: and ſaid, 


Mr. Trenchard, a little before he died, declared he 


paid the rates for thoſe perfons. As to the other 
fifteen, William Smith and John Ward he ſaid were not 
houſekeepers, but gentlemens ſervants. That upon 
inſpecting the rates on this occaſion, he found that 
William Gawler was not rated till 172 1; but the 
houſe he voted for was rated before, in the name 
of Richard Gawler. 

That Joſeph Biſhop junior was not rated till 1721, 
and is not in the church-rate. 

That Gabriel Gould, tailor, is not in the church- 
rate for 1721, but is in the poors-rate for that year ; 
but never rated before. 

That Nicholas Doule was not in the church-rate 
for 1721, but was put in the poors-rate for that 
year, after his father died, who paid the rates in 
his life-time : and Mr. Templeman ſaid, Doule the 
father was a ſubſtantial man, and ſo was the voter, 

Mr. Frampton, a clergyman, is rated for 1721, 
but had been left out of the rates for ſeveral years; 
was not an inhabitant at the time of the election; is 
incumbent of a living twelve miles off, and has an- 
other within a mile of the town; is rated for perſo- 
nal eſtate; and the houſe he comes to is his mother- 
in-law's, as he believes. 

That Richard Hopkins was not rated before 1721: 
he rents a houſe of 10 l. a year, and is in good buſi- 
neſs ; and has been in the town two or three years, 

That Richard Roſe was rated firſt in 1720, and 
he then paid only half the rate; but could not ſay 
whether it was for a whole year, or half a year. 

That Mr. Richard Hutchings was upon no rate 
before 1721. He has been miniſter of the pariſh, 
and has lived there twenty years ; has voted in all 
elections without objection; but his living is no 
more than 9 l. 6s. 8d. yearly, before it received 
two augmentations, of 10 l. per annum each, by the 
late Queen's bounty, 

That James Hounſle was not rated till 1721 : he 
is rated for lands which were rated before in an- 
other name ; and the witneſs ſaid, he had heard that 
Hounſle had bought it. 

That Edward Stickland is rated for lands, but 
not before 1721. 

That John Bamfylde was no inhabitant in the bo- 
rough at the time of the election, bur lived a mile 
off : his name is upon the rate for 1721, but not 
before; and the houſe he is rated for is his father- 
in-law's houſe. 7 . 

That Mr. John Gundry is rated for lands, but 
has none within the borough : that he has lived 
there five or ſix years; has two or three hundred 
pounds a year eſtate, but no lands in the borough: 
that he is rated, and voted, for lands. 

That John Primmer's name is not in the rates: 
that the lands he voted for go in the name of John 
Collins: that he was objected to at the poll, and 
allowed on producing his title. 

To. add eight to the petitioner's poll, 

Batt and Templeman gave evidence, that three 
of them were in former rates, and voted formerly 
for Mr. Janſſen; and were ſince that, about two 
years before the laſt election, ſtruck out of the 


rates. 


That the fourth, John Bartlet, is a malſter of ſub- 
ſtance, has two tenements of his own, but is not 
rated : that theſe four came to poll for the petitio- 
ner, and the mayor refuſing the two firſt becauſe 
they were not rated, and declaring he would poll 
none but thoſe who were in the rates; the other 
two hearing that, did not tender their votes to the 
mayor, but declared, they came to vote for the 
The 
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The other four, Mr. Templeman © ſaid,” offered 
their votes, and were refuſed by the mayor: and it 
was proved, F 
rates. 

For Mr. Pleydell it was denied, that any parths- 
lity was uſed, or ill practice, in making the rates: 
and it was alletiged, it was uſual for the clerks, who 
ingroſſed the rates, to leave blanks for ſums, which 
were always filled up in the veſtry with figures or 
cyphers, as the pariſhioners thought fit. 

As to the nineteen objected to; 

For the firſt five, objected to as not paying their 
rates, there was no evidence offered ; but ſaid, the 
petitioner's witneſſes had not e er them. 

And as to the reſt, L 

Gliſſon, the overſeer of the poor, faid, chat Ward, 
one of them, is journeyman to a grocer in the 
town, and his wages 30 l. yearly, as he had heard. 

The other thirteen were all rated, ſome in their 
own, and ſome in their tenants names; and all 
poors-rates in 1721: but it was alſo inſiſted, that 
theſe were not diſqualified by the petitioner's evi- 
dence. 

Againſt adding five to the eight propoſed to be 
added by the petitioner, 

Gliſſon ſaid, three of them were ſtruck out of 
the rates three years ſince, becauſe the veſtry ſaid, 
they were not able to pay; and have never been ſince 
rated, He owned, they voted for Mr. Janſſen ; 
and Bartlet was never rated. 

David Haydon ſaid, Fohn Haydon voted for his 
brother Jonathan's houſe, who has been in poſſeſſion 
twenty years, and paid the rates; and the voter 
had no title, 

The committee reſolved, 

That Edmund Morton Pleydell, eſquire, 1s duly 


elected a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 


rough. 
The faid reſolution, being twice read, was diſa- 
greed to by the houſe. 


Reſolved, that William Chapple, eſquire, is duly an 


elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough : 
And ordered the return to be amended. | 


DORSET SHIRE, 


HIS county is in the weſtern part of this 
kingdom, was joined under the ſame ſheriff 
with Somerſet, and ſent members to parliament from 
the time of the firſt returns, in the reign of King 


Edward the firſt. (The indenture of return will be 


found in the Appendix.) I have met with the fol- 


a lowing memoirs concerning its elections, and mem- 


bers in that reſpect. 

Feb. 11, 1625. Sir John Finch reporteth a the 
committee of privileges, That at the election of the 
knights for this county, where Sir Thomas Freake 
clearly choſen, the high · ſheriff refuſed ſome which 
were preſent, preſently after the reading of the writ, 
would not admit their voices, becauſe they would 


not ſwear they were preſent at the reading of the 
writ ; to which purpoſe an oath invented and mi- 


niſtred :—that this oath was partially given to ſome, 
and not to others. 


Sir Thomas Freake :— That the high -ſheriff 72 0 


years old. Moveth, the under - ſheriff, and county- 
clerk, may be firſt heard ; that, if they can ſatisfy 
the committee, and houſe, his ſending for may De 


| ſtayed. 


Sir John Strangeways : — That the oath, which 


was adminiltred, was not by the ſheriff's deſire, but 


have returned but one; and ſignified ſuch his re- 


"houſe: of Lords. 


agreed upon by the gentlemen ; and Sir George 
Moreton has more ene by ay than Mr. 
Brown, by much. 

| Reſolved, that the under-ſheriff and e 
being in town, ſhall attend the committee for privi- 
leges on Tueſday next. 

And, upon queſtion, reſolved, chat the ſending 
for the high-ſheriff be reſpited till 1 
and further order taken by the houſe. 

May 21, 1677, A petition of Thomas | 
eſquire, complaining of a double return, made by ; 
the high-ſheriff of this county, of Sir Nathanael Nap- | 

7 


per, together with the petitioner, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament as knights of the ſhire for this 
county, in the room of John Lord Digby, now 


Earl of Briſtol ; was read. ( 
Ordered it be referred to the committee of pri. : 

vileges and elections, to examine and report the 

matter, with their opinion. , 
Feb. 15. Sir Thomas Meeres reported from the n 

ſaid committee, That the committee, taking the : 

matter into conſideration, had ordered him to make 

the report following ; viz. 4 
Whereas, on the goth day of April laſt, an elec- A N 


tion was intended to be made of a knight of the 
ſhire for this county, upon a writ legally iſſued for 
that purpoſe: I 
Reſolved, &c. that ſuch election, and the return 
thereupon, are void. Becauſe the ſheriff did not exe- 1 
cute or obey his writ. Becauſe he left divers freeholders 
unpolled, and made no due proclamation before he 
cloſed the poll. Becauſe he did not number thoſe 
voices he had polled, nor declared who he judged 
to be duly elected. Laſtly, he returned two perſons, 
when he ſhould have returned but one; and ſigni- 
fied ſuch his return to be the agreement of the par- 
ties, rather than his judgment, according to right 
and law. Þ 
Reſolved, &c. that this houſe doth agree with the 
committee, That whereas, on the 3oth of April laſt, 
election was intended to be made of a knight of 
the ſhire for the county of Dorſet, upon a writ le- 
gally ifſued for that purpoſe ; that ſuch election and 
return, made thereupon, are void : 
Becauſe the fad ſheriff did not execute or obey 
his writ : 
| Becauſe he left divers freeholders unpolled ; and 
made no due 


tion before he cloſed the poll: 

\ Becauſe he did not number thoſe voices he had 
polled 3 nor declare, who he judged .to be duly — 
elected: | wo 
me 


Laſtly, he returned two n when he ſhould 


turn to be the agreement of the parties, rather than 
his judgment, according to right and law. . - 
Ordered, chat. Mr./ Speaker [do iſſue his warrant 
to the clerk of the Crown, to make out a new writ, 
for the electing of a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for the county of Dorſet, in 
the room of the Lord Digby, called 5 1 


DOVER. 
HIS -town, or port, is ſituate within the 
county of Kent; and is chief of the antient 
cinque, or ſive ports, which was their original 
number —viz. Dover, Sandwich, and Romney, in 
the time of the Confeſſor; and Haſtings, and Hithe, 
ſince added by the Conqueror. Lord Coke writes, 1 ; 
that Winchelſey and Rye were alſo added, and lat ? R. 
voucheth it by the following record; viz. Anno 
I Regis Var. 
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um 20 navium, Cc. But they were never accounted 
ſo, being only called antient towns, and members 
ve er. of the ſame ports, in the ſeveral charters which were 
| 3 confirmed by King Charles the ſecond. 
Of theſe cinque - ports the conſtable of Dover- 
+ Caſtle is warden, has the return of writs, and his 
reſidence was in the ſame caſtle. The firſt grant 
of which was to Pharanus de Bolonia in fee, at the 
time of the Conqueſt, as appears by the following 
record: VIZ. | 
Memorandum- quod Pharanus de Bolonia venit ad 
Conqueſtum tempore Willielmi Regis, baſtardi, et in illo 
Conqueſtu perquifrvit wardam de Doveria in feodo, et 
habuit, et tenuit toto tempore predif? Regis Willi- 
elmi uſque ad tempus Regis Henrici, avi Regis Hen- 
rici filit Regis Jobannis, et dictus Rex Hen. avus de- 
dit diflo Pharano 60. libratas terre in eſchambio pro 
Doveria, ' viz. manerium de Wendovre pro xl. libr. 
terre, Kingſhull pro x. libr. terre, et 7 hidas in Elen 
pro 10 Ii. terre. In lib. de Abbathia Mifſ. fo. 114. 
, The corporation of this town conſiſts of a may- 
. or, 12 jurats, and 37 common-council-men. As 
to its repreſentation in parliament, the firſt memoir 
I meet with is the following writ iſſued to the 
cinque - ports; viz. 
wn Rex baronibus et ballivis portus fui de Sandwico, 
ſalutem. Cum prelati et mobiles regni noſtri tam pro 
negotio liberationis Edwardi primogeniti noftri, quam 
pro aliis communitate regni noſtri tangentibus, ad in- 
flans PARLIAMENTUM noſtrum quod erit London in 
Octab. Santti Hillarii convocari fecimus, ubi veſtra 
ficut et aliorum fidelium noftrorum præſentia plurimum 
indigemus. Vobis mandamus in fide et dilectione quibus 
nobis tenemini firmiter injungentes, omnibus aliis pre- 
termiſſis, mittatis ad nos ibidem quatuor de legaliori- 
bus et diſcretioribus portus veſtris. Ita quod fint ibid. 
in odab. predifiis nobiſcum et cum præfatis magnati- 
bus regni noſtri traftatur, et ſuper premiſſis conſilium 
impenſuri. Et boc ficut honorem noſtrum et veſtrum, 
et communem utilitatem regni noftri diligitis nullatenus 
omittatis. Teſte Rege apud M eim. 20 die Januar. 
It is to be obſerved, that it was directed immedi- 
ately to the bailiffs of Sandwich, and of the reſt of 
the ports; not to the conſtable of Dover: Caſtle and 
warden of the cinque-ports, as in ſucceeding times, 
nor to the ſheriffs of the counties :, and though the 
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motive of the ſummons was the King's need of 
theirs and other his barons preſence in this parlia- 
ment, as well as the temporal barons ;, moſt of whom 
were newly ſlain at the battle of Eveſham, and the 
reſt of their party then in actual arms and. rebellion 
againſt the King. Alſo, that it was to- ſend four 
of the legalleſt and diſcreeteſt men out of every 
Hort to the parliament (and not two as in ſucceed- 
ing times) nobiſcum et cum prefatis magnatibus regni 
noſtri trafaturi, et ſuper præmiſſis confilium impenſuri, 
as if they had been hah Joint counſellors and aſ- 
leſſors with the lords; not as in moſt ſucceeding 
writs, ad faciem et conſentiend bis, que, tunc de 
communi confilio regni noſtri prædidli conſigerit ordi- 
nari; and it cloſes, as the ſummons to the lords 
ſpiritual and temporal, et ficut nes, et bonorem no- 


„ in Arum et veſtrum, &c. ſo that, upon; the whole, this 
—If writ does not appear to be a ſyrmmons F. them as 
ces, Coke parliamentary repreſentatives, * 15 

and lat. , R. Mr. Prynn has taken notice. of n no return before 
Anno the. 42d of Edw. III; but I. find, that i in the 18th 
Regis te. of Edw. I. the barons of the cinque: Pofts, and men 


of Jernemouth *, were, preſent at two, parliaments, 
* "pl: . . 3 


The Town of Dove R. 


1 Regis Fobamnis, quod Winchelſey et Rye debent eſſe 
in auxilium ville de Haſtings ad faciend regis ſervici- 


words parliamentum noftrum are uſed, yet the chief 
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as complainants againſt each other touching their” 
differences, though neither ſummoned as barons or 
burgeſſes. In 22, 23, 25, 26, 27, and 29 Edw. I. . 
there were no writs directed to the conſtable of 
Dover, or wardens of the cinque-ports, to elect or 
ſend any barons to thoſe parliaments, Only in cl. 
27 Edw. I. dorſ. 18. there is a writ of proclamati- 
on directed to them and the men of Yarmouth, 
De pace inter barones quinque portuum et bomines de 
Jernemouth, proclamanda et tenenda, upon new dif- 
ferences between them after a full accord in parlia- 
ment. To compoſe whoſe dangerous hoſtile feuds, 
which this proclamation could not appeaſe, a me- 
morable writ, ſummoning them to the parliament 
of 28 Edw. I, iſſued to the ports and men of Yar- 28 pq . 
mouth ; an abſtra& of which here follows (ſee it 
at large i in the Appendix) viz. Traclatum habere, et 
contentioni hus et diſcordiis illis finem imponere intendi- 
mus domino concidente. Vobis mandamus injungentes, 
QUOD TRES VEL QUATUOR, DE PROBIORIBUS EX 
DISCRETIORIBUS HOMINIBUS DE - QUOLIBET PR/A- 
DICTORUM PORTUUM, plenam et ſufficientem pro ſe 
et tota communitate portuum eorundem, cum membris 
ſuis habentes, ad nos in dittos diem, &c. The ſame 
writ iſſued alſo in the goth of Edw. I. with the addi- zo Ed. I. 
tion of the following proviſo; viz. Proviſo, quod illi ques 
fic ad nos mittatis talem et tam ſufficientem haleænt po- 
teflatem, quod pro deſectu poteſtatis hujrſmedi, nego- 
tium illud inſedtum non remaneat, quod nollemus; et la- 
beatis ibi hoc breve. Vobis inſuper ſub ferisfa#lura 
vitæ et membrorum et omnium que ad nos forisfacere 
poteritis diſtriFe inbibemus, et ſubditis veſtris omnibus 
et fingulis ſub forifaftura conſimili volumus inhibert, 
ne nos vel ipſi ſubditi præfatis hominibus noſtris de 
Fernemuth vel eorum alicui per mare ſeu per terram 
in perſonis aut in rebus eorum inferatis vel inferant 
dampnum aliqued vel gravamen, ſeu aliquid aliud fa- 
ctatis vel faciant per quod pax noſtra infringi valeat 
ſeu turbari. 7. ales marinarios in navibus viſtris extra 
portus noſtros tranſiuntibus ponentes pro quibus volue- 
ritis reſpondere. 

Et mandatum eſt Roberto de Burgherſt, cuſtodi quin- 
que portuum quod tres vel quatuor, de quolibet Partuum 
pradiftorum cum membris ſuis mittant, &c. cum iſta 
clauſulæ. Volumus inſuper ſubditis veſtris, omnibus et 
fingulis ſub forisfaflura vite & membrorum et omni- 
um, fc. firmiter inhiberi, ne ipſis præfatis hominibus 
noſtris de Fernemuth, c. as in the precedent writ. 
Conſimile vero mandatum ut ſupradifiis hominibus 
noſtris de Fernemuth, fecimus in bac parte. Teſte rege 
ut ſupra. 

The next writ of ſummons extant, is to the con- 
.ſtable of Dover-Caſtle, thus regiſtered at large in 
clauſ. 17 Edw. II. d. 27. 

Rex dilecto et fideli ſuo Johanni de * conſta- 17 Ed. II. 
bular. caſtri ſui Dover, et cuſtodi quinque portuum ſu- 
orum, ſalutem. Quia ſuper diverſis, Ec. (ut ſupra 
to the archbiſhop, %u, traftatum.) Vobis mandamus 
firmiter injungentes, quod de quolibet portu portuum pre- 
dictorum DUOS BARONES de diſcretioribus, et ad labo- 
randum potentioribus eligi, et eos ad difios diem et lo- 
cum venire fac. Ita quod dicti barones plenam et ſuf- 
ficientem poteſtatem pro ſe et communitate portus ſui 
habeant ad faciendum et conſentiend. hiis que in difto 
parliamento ordinari tontigerit ſuper negotiis ante dictis. 
Ita quod pro defectu poteſtatis hujuſmodi dicta negotia 
infedta non remaneant quovis modo. Et habeas ibi no- 
mina baronum pradiftorum, et hoc breve. Teſte ut 
ſupra. Per ipſum Regem. 

Several other writs, of the like nature, iſſued out 
to the cinque-ports ; but Mr. Prynn writes, he can 


'find no writs of ſummons to parliament, iſſued to 
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the warden or barons of the cinque - ports, entered 
among the other writs of ſummons, to the prelates, 
barons, and ſheriffs of counties, till after the 32d 
Edw. III; although, in the Brevia Parliamenta Re- 
diviva, he writes, a ſummons was ſent in the 6th 
year of that King's reign, but none after till 42 Ed- 
ward III, in which year he begins his liſt of repre- 
ſentatives. The memoirs of its elections and repre- 
ſentatives, which I have met with, are theſe fol- 
lowing z viz. 


r Journal, March 24, 1623. Mr. Glandvyle reported from 


the committee of privileges for Dover,— 

The caſe thus: two petitions ; one, by the inha- 
bitants at large; the other, by the mayor, jurats, 
and common-council. That complained of, was 
this : Sir Richard Young and Sir Edw. Cecill re- 
turned, when not duly elected. Found, the mayor 
and jurats ought to have voice. Appeared, that 
by a conſtitution, made 3. Queen, in the preſence 
of the commonalty, that from thenceforth all thoſe 
officers, that had been choſen before at large, ſhould 
after that time be choſen by the 37 common-coun- 
cil. At that court the firſt 37 nominated : ever ſince 
that, the elections had been ſo, and the commo- 
nalty not meddled. —Warning given on Monday, 
for a meeting, day following ; no intimation of the 
cauſe : this only given to the jurats, and 37. Up- 
on this, met, and entered into diſpute concerning 
the buſineſs of Sandwich, and went to voices; the 
greater number whereof, that this conſtitution did 
bind: and thereupon choſe theſe two. Opinion 
of the committee, that all the freemen, inhabitants, 
ought to have voices in this election. Next, that 
no gpod election of theſe two; but both void; and 
conſequently, a new writ. One objection againſt 
it; that, ſince ſo long continued, not now to 
controul it. But anſwered, that no cuſtom, 
ſince the beginning of it did appear. For the may- 
or; they find, he rather in an error, 
meanor : appeared, no practice. Athly, That they 
found, theſe knights had carried - themſelves fairly. 
5thly, That the warrant may go out with all ex- 
pedition. 

Reſolved, upon queſtion, that the freemen, and 
free-burgeſſes, inhabitants of Dover, ought to have 
voice in the election of their barons to ſerve in par- 
liament. 

Reſolved, upon a ſecond queſtion, that the elec- 
tion of Sir Edward Cecill, and Sir Richard Young, 
is void; and that a new warrant ſhall go out, for a 


new choice, with expedition 3 and that theſe men 


may be choſen again, if they fo 

Feb. 14, 1672. A petition of Thomas Papillon of 
London, merchant, was read; complaining of an 
undue return of Sir Edward Sp to ſerve as a 
baron far this W e 
eſquire, mayor of the ſaid town, in injury of the 
petitioner, ee 
for this place. 
Another petition of the inmates, common-coun- 
cil, and freemen of this town and port, was read; 
complaining of the indirect proceedings and prac- 
tices of the ſaid Mr. Jacob, the mayor of this town, 
in relation to the election of a baron to ſerve for 


this town. 
petitions be referred 


Ordered, that both the ſaid 
to the committee of elections, to conſider the mat- 
ter thereof; and report it, with their opinions there- 
in, to the houſe. They were not heard this ſeſſi- 
ons. But, 

Jan. 7, 1673. The petition of Thomas Papillon, | 
Was again renewed, 2 
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than miſde- 


16th, Sir Thomas Meeres reported from the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, the ſtate of the 
caſe, and the evidence therein, in the election and 
return for this port 3 and the votes of the com- 
mittee thereupon ; viz. . 

That Sir Edward Spragg (then deceaſed) was not 
well elefted a member of this parliament to ſerye 
for this part. 

That Mr. Thomas Papillon is well elected 3 
member of this parliament, to ſerve for this port: 
which refolutions, after debate, were, upon the 
queſtion, to by the houſe, 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown, and may- 
or of Dover, do attend to-morrow, to amend the 
return for this port. 

A complaint being made, of prefling pilots and 
ſeamen, to prevent their votes; and other miſcar- 
ridges, committed in the election for the port of 
Dover ; 

Reſolved, &c, this houſe will, on Monday next, 
proceed in the conſideration of the miſcarriages up- 
on the election for this port. 

21ſt, Ordered to be conſidered to-morrow. 

22d. The matter heard, but no reſolution come 
to. 

March 21, 1678. A petition of John Strode, eſ- 
quire, complaining of an undue return made by 
Mr. Stokes, the preſent mayor of this port, of him- 
ſelf, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, as one of 
the barons for this port, in injury of the petitioner, 
who was duly elected, and returned to ſerve for 
the ſaid port; was read. 

Ordered, that ir be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 1, 1679. Sir Thomas Meeres reported the 
matter of the return for this port, as followeth ; 
Viz. 

The writ is directed, Conflabulario caſtri Dover, 
ac cuſtod" quingue portuum, vel eis locumtenentibus 
ibidem : upon which writ is indorſed thus; © Executio 
iſtius brevis patet in quibuſdam ſchedul” buic brevi 
annex reſpons* Jobannis Strode, armigeri, locumtenentis 
Domin. Regis caſtri Dover, &c.” to which writ is 
affixed a precept, made by John Strode, eſquire, 
2 King's lieutenant of Dover-Caſtle, directed to 

jurats, and commonalty of the town 


= port 3 in the county of Kent; to chuſe 


two barons for the ſaid port: upon which precept 
is indorſed thus; Executio iftius mandati patet in 
guadam indentura buic annex* per major, jurat', et 
cammunit* ville et port Dover, in communi predid. 
There is affixed to the ſaid writ an indenture, 
dated 3d day of March laſt, made between John 
Strode, eſquire, lieutenant of his Majeſty's caſtle of 
Dover, on the one part; and the mayor, jurats, 
and , of the ſaid town and port of 
Dover, of the other part; whereby the ſaid mayor, 
jurats, and commonalty, have choſen William Stokes, 
eſquire, and Thomas Papillon, efquire, to be their 
barons : and, in witneſs thereof, the ſaid mayor, 
jurats, and commonalty, had cautgd their common 
06 e and accordingly, there is 
ſeal affixed to the ſame indenture. 
is affixed to the ſame writ a writing, por- 
Rr 
witneſſing, * that we the mayor, jurats, and ba- 
tons of the town and port of Dover, in a full 
hundred there; that is to ſay, Weſt, depu- 
-mayor, John Vaylie, and Aaron Wellard, jurats, 
tage rh yds 'and ten others, ftiled 
baron, of the ſaid port; have choſen Thomas Fe- 


*T bl 


PESSEZ $222 Sen as BEOS mmm, 7 


Db = 9 o- Pp yy bd pad ws 


- 


2 8 


TFPELO s N 


NR N ANS S8 N. SG» 


& Z. 8 K 


* 


es, 
er 
or, 


pillon, gentleman z and John Strode, eſquire, our 
com-barons : in witneſs whereof, we the mayor, 
jurats, and barons of the port aforeſaid, have put 
our hands and ſeals,” and it is ſubſcribed by George 
Weſt, deputy-mayor, and ſeventeen others; and 
eighteen ſea ls affixed at the bottom; but no great 
or common , either to it, or mentioned ſo to 
be. 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

That the indenture, wherein William Stokes, eſ- 
quire, and Thomas Papillon, eſquire, are returned 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament as barons for 
this town and port, is well and duly returned, and 
by the proper officer; and that thereupon they 
ought to fit, as duly returned to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for the ſaid town and port Upon 
which, the houſe came to the ſame reſolution. 

Nov. 26, 1709. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do 
iſſue his warrant for a new writ, for electing a com- 
baron, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
port, in the room of Matthew Aylmer, eſquire, ap- 
pointed admiral and commander in chief of the 
fleet. 

April 16, 1717. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a com- baron to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, in the room of Mat- 
thew Aylmer, eſquire, made a commiſſioner of the 
admiralty. 

March 20. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a baron to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, in the room of Matthew 
Aylmer, eſquire, made maſter of Greenwich hoſpi- 
tal, for his life. 

Dec. 10, 1720. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a baron to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this port, in the room of Philip Pa- 
pillon, eſquire, made receiver of the ſtamp-duties. 

May 27, 1723. Ordered a warrant fr a new 
writ, for electing a baron to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this port, in the room of the honour- 
able George Berkeley, eſquire, made maſter of the 
hoſpital of St. Katharine. 


DOWNETON. 


HIS borough is ſituate within the county of 

Wilts; and returned members to parliament 
from the 26th of Edward the firſt, to the 38th of 
Edward the third; and then ceaſed till the 1ſt of 
Heory the fifth; and from thence ceaſed again till 
the 2oth of Henry the ſixth : after which it has 
continued to return, as other boroughs, till this 
time. The memoirs of conteſted elections, and of 
its members in that reſpect, are theſe. 

Feb. 19, 1640. Ordered, that the cauſe, concern- 
ing the election for this borough, be heard on Sa- 
turday - come · fortnight, before the committee of pri- 
vileges: but I do not find any report. 

May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this borough, with the opinion of 

That Thomas Fitz- James, and William Coles, 


eſquires, are returned by the bailiff, to whom the 


warrant was directed, and ought to fit, until the 
merits of the cauſe upon the ſaid double return be 
determined: to which the houſe agreed. 

th. Mr. Turner reported from the ſame com- 
mittee, that, upon the examination of the fact, it 
appeated to the committee, that Giles Eyre the 
younger, and John Elliot, are duly choſen to ſerve 
in this parliament for this borough, and ought to 


bit: with which the houſe agreed. 


The Borough of DOWN ETON. 


May 17, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported from 
the ſame committee, touching the double return 
for this borough ; that Gilbert Raleigh, eſquire, 
and Walter Buckland, eſquire, are returned by one 
indenture ; and John Elliot, gentleman, and Giles 
Eyres, eſquire, by another indenture; and the opi- 
nion of the committee is, 

That Mr. Raleigh and Mr. Buckland, being re- 
turned by the proper officer, ought to fit, until 
the merits of the cauſe touching the ſaid election 
be determined : to which the houſe agreed. 

July 3. Serjeant Charleton reported, from the 
ſame committee, touching the election for this bo- 
rough ; that the queſtion was, whether the out- 
livers that have freeholds, but no houſes, within 
the borough, had voices, and the opinion of the 
committee, that they had voices; and that Mr. 
Elliot and Mr. Eyre had the major voices; and 
were duly elected, and ought to fit. 

But ſome members inſiſting, that divers inconſi- 
derable trecholders were fraudulently created; where- 
by the ſaid Mr. Elliot and Mr. Eyre obtained the 
majority of voices; concerning which, ſome of the 
evidence was not heard, The faid report was, on 
the queſtion, diſagreed to; and recommitted, fully 
to examine the fact in point of fraud; but I find 


,no other reports. 


Jan. 25, 1697. The houſe proceeded in the fur- 

er examination of the matter, touching the falſe 
indorſement of Exchequer-bills : 

And Mr. Stent was called in; and examined. 
And then he withdrew. | | 

Which examiuation relating to Charles Duncomb, 
eſquire, a member of this houſe ; 

To which he being heard in his place ; and then 
withdrew 3 

Reſolved, that Charles Duncomb, eſquire, a 
member of this houſe, having contrived and adviſed 
the making falſe indorſonents of Exchequer- bills, 
and paid the ſame into the receipt of Exchequer for 
exciſe, although they had never paſſed through that 
revenue, be for the ſaid offence committed priſoner 
to his Majeſty's Tower of London : and that Mr. 
Speaker do iſſue his warrants accordingly. 

Ordered, that no perſon be admitted to converſe 
with the ſaid Mr. Duncomb, by letters or other- 
wiſe, until the further order of this houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Duncomb be per- 
mitted to have a ſervant to attend him in the 
Tower. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Duncomb do give in 
his anſwer and defence, in writing, upon Friday 


morning next. 


Jan. 27. A petition of Charles Duncomb, eſquire, 
priſoner in the Tower was preſented, and read ; 
ſhewing, that the petitioner being fallen under the 
diſpleaſure of this houſe, it has . increaſed his diſ- 
temper of the gout; in which condition he has re- 
ceived the order of this houſe, for putting in his 
anſwer and defence to the charge againſt him, upon 
Friday next; which, he apprehends, is matter of 
law and time : and, the time being very ſhort, he 
prays, that he may have counſel to adviſe him, in 
order to ſuch his anſwer and defence. 

Ordered, that Mr. Duncomb have further time, 
until Tueſday next, to put in his anſwer and de- 
fence. | 

Then a motion being made, and the queſtion 
being propoſed, that Mr. Duncomb have counſel 
to adviſe with, in order to his anſwer and defence 

The previous queſtion was put, that that queſ- 
tion be now Put; 
And 


! 


1 
1 


2.20 
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The Boroughs of DoWNETON and Drormwicn. 


And it paſſed i in the negative. 

Memorandum, That when the previous queſtion, 
for allowing Mr. Duncomb counſel to adviſe 
with, was put, the houſe were unanimouſly 
inclined to leave it to him, whether he would 

put in any anſwer,” or not; becauſe they con- 
ceived he had made an anſwer in his place 
already; and therefore, if the orders of the 
houſe would have allowed, they would have 
added, to the queſtion of further time, theſe 
words, if he thought fit to put in any an- 
&« ſwer :” but that order being made before 
the ſenſe of the houſe therein was perceived, 
the ſpeaker, by leave of the houſe, declared it 
to be their ſenſe, that Mr, Duncomb had his 
election, whether he would put in any anſwer, 
or not. : 

Feb. 1. Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe, that 
he had. this morning received a letter from Mr. 
Duncomb in the Tower; which he deſires may be 
communicated to the houſe: and the ſame was 


read, and is as followeth ; viz 


« SIR, 


l beſeech you to acquaint the honourable houſe, 
that I have received their favour, of the liberty 
granted by them for putting in my anſwer, with 
my utmoſt thankfulneſs. The misfortune of be- 
ing under their diſpleaſure lieth very heavy upon 
„ me; and my pains from the gout are exceſſive; ' 
«* ſo that I am not able. to do it this day; but, as 
* ſoon as God ſhall pleaſe to eaſe me of them, 1 
* ſhall put in my anſwer : towards which, I ſhould 
have been much better enabled, had it been their 
<< pleaſure to have granted me the aſſiſtance for 
**. which I petitioned : however, I hope it will be 
© to the clearing me from what is charged upon 


me. I am, with all reſpec, 
n. 
* Your moſt humble and 
Feb. 1, : 
ART : | «© Obedient ſervant, 


„ CrarLes Duncons'” 


It appearing td this houſe, on examination, and 
by the confeſſion of Charles Duncomb, eſquire, a 


member of this houſe, that the ſaid Mr, Duncomb 


is guilty of contriving and adviſing the making 
falſe indorſements of Exchequer-bills ; and of pay- 
ing the ſame into the receipt of Exchequer for ex- 
ciſe, although they had never paſſed through that 
revenue 3 
EReſolved, that the aid Mr. rene de ex- 
pelled this houſe. 

. 4th. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ, for e- 
lecting a, burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough, in the room of Charles Duncomb, 


eſquire, expelled. this houſe. 


Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Sir Charles Doi 


.combe was preſented, and read ; ſhewing, that at 
the election of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough, the petitioner had juſtly 
the majority of good votes; bur, by the artifice 


of John Eyre, eſquire, many votes were multiplied, 
and. allowed by the officer, who was to make the 


return, which ought not to vote; and many were 


rejected who had a right, and would have voted 


for the petizioner * rand, by the injuſtice of che ſaid 
officer, ſuch notice was not given as the law requites 


for elections; nor did he indorſe the precept on the | 


day he received it, as he ought; nor is Mr. Eyre 


teturned by the legal officer, who "refuſed to return 
"the petitioner : and e &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 


May 2, 1701. Ordered, that leave be given to 


withdraw the ſaid petition. 

Jan. 18, 1726. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, in the room of the 
honourable John Verney,. eſquire; made ſecond 
juſtice of the counties of Glamorgan, Brecon, and 
Radnor. 


DROITWICH. 


HIS borough, antiently called Wyche, is ſi- 
tuate in the county of Worceſter ; and ſent 


burgeſſes to parliament during King Edward the zun pe, 
firſt's parliaments z but ceaſed, as Dr. Willis writes, 470 
from the 4th of Edward the ſecond, (in which Mr. 1 


Prynn agrees) and that it never returned again till 
1554: from which time, to this, I apprehend it 
hath conſtantly been repreſented. The memoirs of 
its elections, _ members in that reſpect, are 
theſe. 

April 4, 1628 A complaint by Mr. Wild con- 
cerning an unfit letter about the election for the bo- 
rough. This referred to the committee of privi- 
leges. 

"April 1, 1690. A petition of Sir John Packing- 
ton was read; thereby ſhewing, that the petitioner 
had a majority of legal voices, and was thereby 
duly elected to ſerve for the borough, and ought to 
have been returned with the Lord Bellamont ; but 
that Philip Foley, eſquire, is returned with the ſaid 
Lord Bellamount, in prejudice to the petitioner. 

Oct. 6. The ſaid petition was again prefented 
and referred, as before. 

Nov. 11. Mr. Grey reported from the committee 
of privileges and elections the ſtate of the cafe upon 
the ſaid petition. 

That the queſtion was, whether the right of elec- 
tion was in the burgeſſes of the corporation of Salt- 
ſprings of this borough, or in the proprietors of the 
Salt-ſprings at large. Of the latter, 

Sir John rep, had 26, 
Mr. Foley — 22. 
Of the former, 
Sit John Packington had 8, 
Mr. Foley 1 

That as to the burgeſſes of the corporation, none 
can be of it, but they muſt have ſome property in 
the Salt · ſprings: but it appeared to the committee, 
that ſeveral of the corporation had only a reverſion 
upon a pepper- corn, reſerved after 500, or a greater 
term of years. It like wiſe appeared, as well by the 
ancient rolls in che nature of rentals, ſaid to be 
made ex aſſenſu et conſenſu omnium burgenſium et non 
burgenſium, whereof ſome were particularly expreſſed 
to be non burgenſium, as alſo by witneſſes, that many 
of the E 1 were” not of the pos e 
And, on 

Mr. Philpor the rown-clerk, and Mr. Robert 
Pendrice one of the proprietors, but not of the 
corporation, ſaid, that the proprietors at large had 
no right to vote in electing of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament: upon which the committee reſolved, 

That the right of elefting burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough,” is in the burgeſſes of 
che corporation of Salt · ſprings of the ſaid 'borough. 

That Philip Foley, eſquire, is duly elected a 


burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 3 er this 
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The ſaid reſolutions were read twice, and agreed 
to by the houſe. 
March 8, 1700. A petition of Robert Steyner 


was read; ſetting forth, that the proprietors of the 


ſeveral freehold eſtates within this borough, have 
ever had a right of electing members to parliament 
for the ſaid borough ; the majority of whom did at 
the laſt election there, offer their voices to the pe- 
titioner; but the bailiffs of the ſaid borough refuſed 
to take them, and have returned Philip Foley, eſ- 
quire, as a burgeſs, to the petitioner's great wrong: 
and praying relief &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of ptivi- 
leges and elections, to conſider and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. 

June 12, 1711. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough in the 
room of Edward Foley, eſquire, made receiver of 
the duties upon Hides. | 

Eodem die. Ordered a warrant for a new. writ for 
electing a burgeſs for this borough in the room of 
Edward Jefferys, eſquire, made juſtice of Pembroke, 
Cardigan, and Caermarthen. 

April 24, 1714. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough in the 
room of Edward Jefferys, eſquire, made juſtice of 
Cheſter, Flint, Denbigh, and Montgomery, 


DUNWICH. 


Suffolk, was a borough at the time of the 
general ſurvey, and had then in it 120 burgeſſes; 
but the number is now 236. It was a city, and an 
, Epiſcopal ſee in the year 650, and had a charter of 
privileges granted to it by King John (which ſee in 
Appendix). Dunwich is now reduced to a ſmall 
village, but retains the privilege of being governed 
by two bailiffs, and has returned burgeſſes to par- 
liament from the 26th of Edward the firſt; and in 
the 28th of Henry the ſixth, they are ſaid in the in- 
denture to be choſen by the bailiffs in præſentia 
Roberti Cedin, Jobannis Morieff, et aliorum multorum 
burgenſium et reſidentium, Ic. (See the indenture in the 
Appendix.) The future memoirs of its elections and 
repreſentatives, which I have met with, are theſe. 

Jan. 9, 1670. Ordered, that the matter concern- 
ing an election for this borough, be referred to the 
committee of elections, to take the ſame into con- 
ſideration on Tueſday next, and report it with their 
Opinions therein to the houſe; and that Sir Thomas 
Allen and Mr. Wood, between whom the queſtion 
is, do forbear to ſit, till the matter touching the 
eleftion be determined, and further order given. 

24th. Serjeant Charlton having made a report to 
the houſe of a miſtake in the order concerning 
the return of a member for this borough : on debate, 
it was reſolved, to be referred to the committee of 
privileges, to examine the matter touching the dou- 
ble return for this town; and who is rightly returned, 
and report it with their opinions therein to the 
houſe: and that the former order be rectified accord- 
ingly ; and the committee are to fit, and take the 
matter into conſideration, this afternoon. 

. 25th. Serjeant Charlton reported from the ſaid 
committee, that they had examined the + matter 
touching the return for this borough between Sir 
Thomas Allen and Mr. Wood; and were of opi- 
nion, | 

1. That it is no double return. 
2, 325 Mr. Wood was returned by the proper 


HIS borough is ſituate within the county of 


3. That Mr. Wood ought to ſit till the merits 
of the cauſe be determined. 

To which the houſe agreed. 

Jan. 23, 1688. A petition of Sir Philip Skippon, 
was read; complaining of a double return of bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in this preſetit convention for this 
borough, in prejudice of the petitioner. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges to examine the matter, and report the ſame, 
with their opinion. 

28th. The houſe being informed, that Roger 
North, eſquire, who is one of the members re- 
turned in the double return for this borough, is 
ſitting in the houſe; _ 

And he ſtanding up in his place, and ercuſing 
the ſame as being, as he conceived, not within the 
general rule, a 

Upon the queſtion, was ordered to withdraw. 

Feb. 27. Colonel Birch reported from the ſaid 
committee the ſtate of the caſe, That the bailiffs re- 
turned under their common-ſeal ; that Roger North, 
eſquire, and Sir Thomas Allen, were elected by the 
majority of the free-burgeſſes inhabiting within the 
ſaid borough, according to the moſt ancient uſage 
of the ſaid borough; and at the ſame time there 
were elected, by a lefs number of the burgeſſes reſi- 
dent within the borough, and by the major part of 
the freemen of the corporation who live out of the 
borough, two other perſons, viz. Sir Philip Skip- 
pon, who is a freeman of the corporation, and Sir 
Robert Rich, who is not a freeman. 

That of the free-burgeſſes, inhabiting within the 
borough, Sir Thomas Allen had 26, Mr. North 28. 


That of the freemen, as well inhabiting within 


the borough, as thoſe commonly called out: ſitters, 
Sir Philip Skippon had 183, Sir Robert Rich 141. 

The proofs on both ſides were as follows: On 
behalf of Sir Thomas Allen and Mr. North, there 
were two records produced, one of the 7th and the 
other of the 12th of Edward the fourth, whereby 
the burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament were returned to 
be choſen by the burgeſſes inhabiting within the bo- 
rough. To which it was anſwered, that this was 
about the time that the act of parliament paſſed re- 
quiring all perſons, elected to ſerve in parliament, 
to be reſident within the boroughs. That, on the 
other. hand, many records were produced in the 
reigns of Henry the eighth, Edward the ſixth, 
Queen Elizabeth, James the firſt, and Charles the 
ſecond, whereby the election appears to be in the 
burgeſſes and commonalty. It was alſo proved, 
that, at this election, a poll was demanded on be- 
half of Sir Thomas Allen and Mr. North, wherein 
all the freemen were to be included ; but finding 
the number of the out-ſitters to overballance their 
voices, they proceeded to poll the burgeſſes, inha- 
bitants only, whereof one had 26, and the other 28. 
It was alſo alledged, that Sir Thomas Allen himſelf 
was once choſen by the out-ſitters, which was not 
denied by the other ſide ; fo that Sir Philip Skippon 
had 183, and Sir Robert Rich 141, of the out-ſttters, 
and townſmen. The committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the freemen of 
the ſaid borough, commonly called out-ſitters, as 
well as the freemen inhabiting within the faid bo- 
rough. 

That Sir Philip Skippon, knight, and Sir Robert 
Rich, knight and baronet, are duly elected bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid 
borough. 
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Which reſolutions being * twice, were agteed 
unto by the houſe ; and the clerk of the Crown be- 
ing called in, produced the return, and it appeared 
it was a double return in one and the ſame certificate. 
Ordered, the bailiffs of the ſaid borough do attend 


to amend the return. 


Nov. Ihe 1691, A petition of Henry Hevening- 
ham, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, he was elected a 
— this borough, and was accordingly re- 
turned by one of the bailiffs thereof ; bat the other 
bailiff hath returned John Bence, chavire, in preju- 
dice of the petitioner : and praying the conſideration 
of the houſe. Alſo, 

A petition of John Bence, eſquire, ſhewing, that 
he was elected a burgeſs for this borough by the 
majority of legal eleftors, and returned by inden- 
ture by the proper officer; but one Pacy, a bailiff 
of the ſaid borough, hath delivered another inden- 
ture to the ſheriff, purporting the election of Henry 
Heveningham, eſquire, in prejudice of the petitio- 
ner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

14th. Ordered, the committee do ſit on Thurſ- 
day the 2d of December, in che afternoon, to hear 
this matter. - 

Ordered, the chairman of the committee of pri- 


vileges and elections do iſſue forth his order to the 


town-clerk to bring the council-books, and the 
books of the conſtitutions of the town, and the re- 
cords of the town, to be uſed at the ſaid com- 
mittee. 

Dec. 3. Ordered, the matter of the ſaid petitions 
be heard before the committee on Saturday in the 
afternoon. 

7th. Ordered, the report of this election be made 
to-morrow morning. 

8th. Serjeant Trenchard reported the ſtate of the 
caſe, as follows. 

That upon view of the record it appeared, that 
John Bence, eſquire, was returned by one indenture, 
and Henry Heveningham, eſquire, by another; 
each indenture under the common-ſeal by both 
bailiffs. 

That determining the right of return, determined 


the right of the election; and both ſides agreed, 


the ſettling the right of election would depend on 
ſettling the qualification of the electors. 

The council for Mr. Bence alledged, that the 
right was in the freemen reſident within the bo- 
rough : and for Mr. Heveningham it was alledged, 
the only qualification was to be a freeman, whether 
reſident within rhe borough, or an out- ſitter: To 
that, if the election was in the former, Mr. Bence 
was elected; if in the latter, Mr. Hevenin gham. 

For Mr. Bence, it was alledged, * a bo- 
rough by preſcription, and ſhewed ſeveral returns, 
viz. ,zth of Edward the fourth, which ſays, the 
two bailiffs in preſence of the two coroners, and 
ten others, in the return named, and many other 
burgeſſes and reſients, elected; n the 
common ſeal, and ſeal of the 

12th Edward: the fourth, bailiffs with the . 
and conſent of the whole commonalty elected; and 
alſo is under the common ſeal; 

zoth Elizabeth, bailiffs, burgeſles and commo- 
nalty, elected: under the common-ſeal. — 4 

iſt James the firſt, bailiffs, burgeſſes, and honeſt 
by of the borough, elected: under the common- 


_ uſt Charles, bailiffs, burgeſſes, and honeſt men, 


being eight years: 


elected under the common · ſeal. And 

antient book, by which it appeared, 1 1 Fac. — 
many of the 12, 24, and freemen who were preſent, 
in all 33, elected a burgeſs. And another antient 


book, by which it appeared, that in 1639, 30 of 
the ſaid freemen, elected; another book in 1656, 


wherein only the names of 24 electors are recorded ; 
and in April 1660, 25 ; and in 1661, 27. 

Crane and Hall ſaid, they knew the eleftion of 
Sir John Rowfe and Mr. Cook, and there were only 
20 or 30 electors who were of the town. 

Mr. Driver and Mr. Stanſley ſaid, they had 
known ſeveral elections: that the freernen of the 
town uſed to ele& bailiffs and burgeſſes, and no 
out- ſitter uſed to vote, till Sir Thomas Allen and 
Mr. Wood's election; which out-fitters were made 
to vote for Sir Thomas Allen: chat out - ſitters pay 
2 8. 6 d. ſome 3 8. yearly. 

Mr. Betts, the town-clerk, ſaid, he remembered 
the election between Sir Thomas Allen and Mr. 
Wood, who were both returned: that Sir Thomas 
Allen had all the out- ſitters, and but three or four 
borough-· men; and produced a reſolve of the houſe, 
That Mr. Wood ought to fit till the election was de- 
termined; and Sir Thomas Allen did not proſecute 
the matter afterwards, but Mr. Wood fart till * died, 
that he believed, Mr. Boniface, 
ſince 1670, made 500 free, two whereof were Scotch- 
men, and others lived very remote ; and made 42 
free at an alehouſe; whereas the reſiant freemen are 
not above 40; and produced a charter, granting 
to them guildam mercatoriam, which the council in- 
fiſted was the antient method of erecting a corpora- 
tion. , 

For Mr. Heveningham, it was inſiſted by the 
counſel, this borough was a corporation by pre- 
ſcription ; and in Mr. Bence's evidence, they ob- 
ſerved there was the word confirm as well as grant; 
which ſhewed this borough a corporation before that 
time; and all the antient returns were under the 
ſeal of the corporation; and the antient books ſhew- 
ed, that elections to parliament were made at their 
corporation aſſemblies. | 

Mr. Boniface ſaid, he remembered for twenty- two 
years, and no out · ſitters, who came in that dime, were 
denied: And that , 

Mr. Driver ſaid, he would never ſign a borough 
return; and that he declared Mr. Heveningham 
duly elected. 

That Mr. Heveningham's return was ſealed ; and 
Mr. Driver went off the hench, and came a quarter 
of an hour after, and ſealed Mr. Bence's. He be- 
lieves, 200 might be made free ſince 1670. That 


out- ſitter came to the election of bailiffs ; and one 


of the preſent bailiffs is an out · ſitter. 

Webber and others ſaid, that they had known 
elections from Sir Thomas Allen's time; and all 
the out-ſitters were admitted: that the inhabitants 
are not able to bear the charges of the town, and 
the out · ſitters money is applied towards it: and pro- 
duced the reſolution in Sir Robert Rich's, and Sir 
Philip Skippon's caſe, where the right was reſolved 
to be in the freemen of this borough, called out- 
fitters, as well as in the freemen inhabiting within 
the ſaid borough. But, upon the whole, the com- 
mittee reſolved, 

That the right of election of to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough was not in the free- 
men, commonly called out- ſitters, as well as in the 
freemen inhabiting within the ſaid borough. 
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in parliament for this botough is only in the free- 
men inhabiting within the ſaid borough. 
That John Bence, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid 
borough ; which reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed to, on the queſtion, by the houſe ; and the 
derk of the Crown ordered to attend, to amend 
the return. 

Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of Roger Wood and 
John Bence, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that the 
petitioners were duly elected burgeſſes to ſerve in 
this preſent for this borough, by a majority- of the 
freemen within the ſaid borough, who are the right- 
ful electors; and that the petitioners were duly re- 
curned by an indenture under the common-ſeal of 
the ſaid borough, executed by the preſent bailiffs, 
which was delivered to the high-ſheriff of the ſaid 
county : that the ſheriff refuſeth to annex the ſaid 
return to his writ, but hath executed another inden- 
ture without the common-ſeal, made by perſons 
who are no bailiffs ; whereby he hath returned Sir 
Robert Rich, and Henry Heveningham, eſquire, as 
duly elected: and praying the indenture, by which 
the petitioners are returned, may be annexed to the 
writ, and that they may be admitted to ſit in parlia- 


ment. 


Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Feb. 8. Ordered, that the report of this petition 
be made on Wedneſday morning next. 

12th. Colonel Granvylle reported the ſtate of 
the caſe : That the petitioners inſiſted, the right of 
election was in the freemen inhabiting within the 
borough only ; and produced two returns, viz. 
7 Edw. IV. which recites, the two coroners, and 
ten perſons therein named, and many other bur- 
gon et reſiden vill predi, elected. 12 Edw. 

which ſays, the bailiff, with the conſent of 
the whole commonalty of the town, did cauſe to be 
elected, in the preſence of the two coroners and 
nineteen perſons, aliorumgue plurimor burgens' reſi- 
den infra villam predif commorant, two burgeſſes. 
They then produced three antient books; by which 
it appeared, that the antient conſtitution of the 
ſaid borough was two bailiffs, twelve in the nature 
of aldermen, and twenty - four in the nature 48 
common- council and freemen. 

Lib. A. fol. 84.—11 Oct. 1643. Two bailiffs, ten 
of the twelve, and eight of the twenty- four, and ſe- 
ven freemen, elected. Fol. 131.—12 Feb. 1. Jac. 
I. Two bailiffs, ſeven of the twelve, five of the 
twenty-four, and twenty freemen, elected. Fol. 256. 
—21March, 11 Jac. Two bailiffs, eight of the twelve, 
eleven of the twenty-four, and twelve freemen, e- 


Lib. B. fol. 113.—23 March, 1639. Two bailiffs, 
bx of the twelve, fourteen of the twenty-four, and 
eight freemen, elected. 

Lib. ne. 3e. fol. 7.—22 Auguſt, 1656. Two 
bailiffs, ſix of the twelve, eighteen of the twenty- 
four, and fifteen freemen, elected. 

The peritioners then called Mr. Betts; who ſaid, 
he had known the borough 25 years, and that in 
1670 there was a conteſt between Sir Thomas Allen 
and Mr. Wood : that Mr. Wood was returned by 
the greateſt number of the in · ſitting burgeſſes; and 
it appeared that the houſe, upon a report from the 
committee of elections, did, 25th January 1670, re- 
ſolve, That Mr. Wood was duly returned: and he ſaid, 
Sir Thomas Allen never thought to conteſt che me- 


by the freemen inhabiting within the borough : 
that there was no pretence of out-ſittefs ; nor no 
conteſt. 

Crane ſaid, in 1661, Sir John Rouſe, and Richard 
Cooke, eſquire, were choſen in like manner; and 
= he never heard of any other claim till latter 

$. 

And Mr. Betts being called again, ſaid, one Be- 
nifice, alderman of the borough, had taken 40 ſhil- 
lings, and 50 ſhillings, of ſeveral to make them 
free; and carried the common-ſeal in his pocket, and 
gave the oath of a freeman at Yarmouth, Ipſwich, 
&<.; and had a factor at Wapping, who made ſeveral 
free who never ſaw the town : but that the ſame 
oath was given to the out-ſitters, as to the inhabit- 
ing freemen; and that the our-ſitters were to pay a 
crown yearly, and 2s. 6d. for their freedom, a 
great deal whereof had been collected: the inhabit- 
ants did not pay it; and at leaſt twenty out-ſitters 
had been bailiffs, and fix or ſeven of the preſent al- 
dermen were out- ſitters; but they only voted for 
bailiffs, and did not vote in the preſent election; 
but always one of the bailiffs is an inhabitant; and 
that both the bailiffs uſed to fign the returns to par- 
liament. He alſo ſaid, he had known all the re- 
turns to parliament ſince 1670, becauſe town-clerk 
in 1680, and cominued fo till lately; and that in 
1678, Sir Philip Skippon, and major Allen, were 
choſen by the borough-men, but the out- ſitters voted 
with them : that in 1679, the borough-men ſer up 
Sir Robert Kemp, but the out- ſitters voted with the 
borough-men : that in 1680, Sir Robert Kemp, 
and Sir Philip Skippon, were chofen in the ſame 
manner, but the borough men were all for them 
and, in the parliament after the Oxford parliament, 
they were choſen in the ſame manner: that in 16$5, 
colonel Gibſon, and Mr. Norton, were choſen by 
the freemen inhabiting only, and no out-ſitters voted. 
In 1688, there was a conteſt between Mr. North and 
Young, Sir Tho. Allen, Sir Robert Rich, and Sir 
Philip Skippon : that the majority of the inha- 
bitants were for North and Allen, and the out-ſitters 
for the others; but the former would not be at the 
charge of bringing up their witneſſes, and none ex- 
amined but himſelf; and they produced but on: 
return, and ſo loſt it: and produced a copy of the 
Journal, 8 Dec. 3 Will. et Mar. whereby it ap- 
peared, upon report of an election between Mr. 
Bence and Mr. Heveningham, the houſe agreed 
with the committee, That the right of election was 
only in the freemen inhabiting wirhin the ſaid bo- 


rough.—He alſo gzve an account of getting the 


laſt charter. That, about December 1693, they 
heard there was a petition carried to get another 
charter ; whereupon they called a hall, and every 
freeman of the town was there ; and five of them 
that ſigned the petition were there: that one Gir- 
ling ſaid, he ſigned it for fear of being preſſed; 
and others ſaid, they did not underſtand it : it was 
ſuppoſed to be a petition for a ſcire facias, or quo 
warranto : that there were ſixteen actually in the 
hall againſt a new charter, and nine ſtuck. to the 
petition they had ſigned ; and accordingly a petition 
was framed againſt it; but finding the firſt was a 
petition for reſtitution, they were forced to get an- 
other petition ; and by order of council they were 
to be heard upon it, bur firſt to pay coſt ; which 
being 33 33 J. they could not raiſe it, and ſo the peti- 
tion was diſmiſſed ; and in 1694, they carried King 
William's charter down with them, with 3 or 400 


rits of the n and Mr. Wood continued in foreigners, but the town never accepted it: that they 


the houſe. 


did 


\22J 
Mr. Green ſaid, in 1641, Mr. Brewſter was choſen | 


did accept the charter of 1685, and have acted ever 
ſince under it, and four returns have been made 
under it; two whereof were for Sir Robert Rich, 
who was an alderman under it. 

And they produced a book for the ſwearing of 
him an alderman, and diſpenſing with any oath, but 
to the corporation. _ 

And Mr. Betts ſaid, of the inhabiting burgeſſes, 

or freemen, there were for the petitioners 25, and 
for the ſitting-members 13. Their names were, 
William Wetherſby, John Archer, Robert Swat- 
man, John Battily, Thomas Foſter, James Guibons, 
James Moore, John Watling, John Scott, Mark 
Noble, Benjamin Hambyn, George Flint, Heze- 
kiah Shepperd. 

But it a to the committee, that ho num- 
ber of the freemen would be more or leſs, accord- 
ing as King James' charter, or King William's, 
ſhould be allowed: and the fact was, that an in- 
ſtrument of ſurrender was made in King Charles the 
ſecond's time, but not inrolled, till King James“ 
time; ſo that the queſtion between the parties coun- 
ſel was, Whether the inrollment in King James“ 
time did make valid the ſurrender in King Charles 
the ſecond's time? and if that ſurrender was valid, 
then the charter of King James being accepted by 
the town, and no ſurrender of that made (as the 
petitioners counſel argued) the charter of K.William 
and Q. Mary was void in law; as alſo for this 
reaſon, that King James' chatter was accepted, and 


the charter of K. William and Q. Mary was never 


accepted. 
But, on the other ſide it was inſiſted, that, by 


law, the ſurrender was void, for that the King cannot 
take but by matter of record; and it not being inrolled 
in King Charles“ time, King Charles could not take 
by that ſurrender, and ſo conſequently King James 
could not; however, they inſiſted, that the right of 
election of burgeſſes could not be ſurrendered. 

For the petitioners, was produced a copy of the 
return of the ſiiting-· members, which ſaid, The bai- 
liffs and burgeſſes of the town elected; and a return 
in King James time, and another return to the 
Prince of Orange's letter, which were in the ſame 
form. 

Mr. Betts faid, that Philip Eads, and two others, 
were foiſted in by a different hand, as made free 
after the aſſembly was up: that William Sweatman 
was not free; and Benefice was disfranchiſed, and 
his watt SER Prarie was read. 

Haſel ſaid, that Burly was not free, and lived 
at Southold-: that Jeremiah Page lived at Weſle- 
ton : that James Foreman lived at Thorp, and was 
no freeman; and Pacy told him, if he would vote 
for Sir Robert Rich, he ſhould have an houſe for 
3 1. to be paid in lobſters: that Aldridge and Good- 
wyn are out- ſitters, and Southold men; Joſeph 
Burly an apprentice: that Thomas Foſter had a 
protection; Robert Hill no freeman: that Charles 
Eade, James Eade, and Amos Beal, were neither free- 
men nor inhabitants; John Croſs was an apprentice 
to Philip Eade : that Maſterton and John Cutting 
were no inhabitants; and one of the James Moor's 
was not free. 

Stanley ſaid, that Jo. Burley was his apprentice, 
and was got away by the inſtigation of Pacy to 
vote for Sir Robert Rich, and Mr. Heveningham ; 
and told him, if he would not give him, he muſt take 
leave, for he had a friend had procured him a birth in 
a man of war; and two days after he was liſted on 
board the Milford galley, and has not ſeen, him 


ſince : that James Moore was hired to live with 
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one Symonds, came over to vote P: n, 
and then returned to his ſervice. 

Then che petitioners counſel proceeded to prove 
ſome irregularities in procuring of votes, 

Cook ſaid, Mr. Heveningham told him, if he 
would vote for Sir Robert Rich and him, he would 
give him ten ſhillings ; and that he had given two 
guineas to Archer, to give to four perſons : that 
Archer did give him ten ſhillings, but he did not 
vote for the ſitting members. becauſe he did not 
fancy to be hired : that Archer voted for Sir Robert 
Rich; and Mr. Heveningham deſired bim to meet 
him at juſtice Neat's (the recorder by the new 
charter) and told him, he might have ten or tw 
pounds, if he would vote for him and Sir Robert 
Rich, and that the bond, after he had voted, ſhould 
be cut in pieces; and accordingly he did receive 
ten pounds of Mr. Neat upon his bond : that he 
did not vote for Sir Robert Rich and Mr. Heve- 
ningham, but repaid the money about ten or twelve 
days aſter he received it: that he confeſſed the mat- 
ter of the ten pounds to ſeveral; and that Mr. He- 
veningham had aſked Benjamin Hambyn, who he 
would vote for? and Hambyn ſaid, for him;“ 
and Mr. Heveningham ſaid again, Not for Sir 
Robert Rich?“ to which he anſwered, © Yes ;” 
whereupon he gave him an horſe, and that horſe 
throwing him, he gave him another worth fifty 
ſhillings. 

Haſell ſaid, the Tueſday after the election, he 
went with Cook to pay back the ten pounds to Mr, 
Neat. 

Haſell and Tanſey faid, Mr. Heveningham, in 
the rown-hall, inquired who Cook voted for ? and 
Cook telling him, he abufed him: and Tanſy aid, 
the day after the election, Cook told him the matter 
of the ten pounds lent him by juſtice Neat, in the 
manner as teſtified by Cook. 

Beeke ſaid, 5 days before the election, he was 
at Mr. Heveningham's, who ſaid, he would give 
him fourteen or fifteen pounds to pay his debts, if 
he would vote for him and Sir Robert Rich, and 
five pounds to put in his pocket ; but he voted for 
Mr. Wood and Mr. Bence, for he had no necd of 
money. 

Tanzy and another ſaid, that Shepperd voted for 
Sir Robert Rich and Mr. Heveningham ; and own- 
ed, Mr. Heveningham gave him ten ſhillings, and 
a ſcarlet waiſtcoat (which a tailor offered him forty 
ſhillings for) to vote. 

Farro ſaid, that Archer told him, he would give 
him fourteen or fifteen pounds, to vote for Sir 
Robert Rich and Mr. Heveningbam ; but ſaid, he 
would not for an hundred pounds go againſt his 
conſcience : and that Bathurſt beat him, and faid, 
if he would not vote for them, he ſhould not go 
out of his houſe alive. 

Collet ſaid, that Archer offered him ten ſhillings 
to vote for Mr. Heveningham : that he knows Phi- 
lip Eade, who voted for Sir Robert Rich and Mr. 
Heveningham : and he owned, Sir Robert Rich 
got him a place of ten pounds a year to give his 
vote: and he was ſet aſhore unexpectedly, and had 
a protection undeſired: and his protection, and an- 
other for Sweatman, were read ; ſuggeſting, they 
were witneſſes in a law-ſuit, but r. no ſuch ſuit : 
and Sir Robert Rich aſked him his vote, and he of- 
fered him a ſingle vote ; but he not accepting it; 
voted for neither: that George Flint, and Heze- 
kiah Shepperd, were preſſed by Mr. Pacy : that three 
men of war came to anchor at this place a little be- 
fore the election, and went away ſoon after. 
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Nichard Summer ſaid, he was on board the 


n, and diſcharged by order of Sir Robert 


Rich: that he deſired him to go to this place and 
vote for him, and gave him protection; but inſtead 


. thereof he went two Newcaſtle voyages: that Sir 


Robert Rich aſked him, if he owed any money ? and 
he told him, about thirteen pounds; and Sir Robert 


Rich ſaid, he would take care of it; and while he 


was at Newcaſtle, Bonner ſent him two letters to 
come home, and vote for Sir Robert Rich. 

James Gurning ſaid, that Edward Gurning, who 

for Sir Robert Rich and Mr. Hevening- 
ham, told him, that the Solebay frigate was to 
come in on the election-day, and preſs thoſe ſea- 
faring men, who voted againſt Sir Robert Rich 
and Mr. Heveningham ; and offered him what 
money he would, if he would yote for them : and 
Gurning ſaid, the men of war did come, and ſtay 
till the election was over. * 

Gurning and Haſel ſaid, that the petitioners voters 
were frighted by the men of war; and one man 
went out of town, but came afterwards and voted. 
Haſel ſaid, that Archer ſaid to him, N 

oy a pretty many men, and if they ſho 
— what will you do? for Sir Robert Rich 
ſays, che Solebay ſhould come in.“ 

The counſel for the ſitting- members denied bri- 
bery, and ſaid, the borough was a borough by pre- 
ſeription: that K. William and Q. Mary's charter 
being good, it anſwered the petitioners objections, 
of their voters not being free; and inſiſted, the 
right was in the freemen at large; and produced a 
copy of King John's charter, which was to the bur- 

s of this borough. | 

And read the charter of K. William and Q. Mary; 
which recites the inſtrument of ſurrender to King 
Charles the ſecond, and its not being inrolled till 
King James's time. And ſeveral doubts having 
ariſen, touching the franchiſes and liberties of the 


town; and for putting an end to theſe doubts, this 


charter confirms them in their former rights, &c. 


by che name of Ball? probor how' et burgen/. 


ville Durwich : and produced returns; viz. 

7 Edw. VI. Balli et burgens', et communitas elige- 
runt. 

33 Hen. VIII. Balli“ et communitas eligerunt. 

And the reſolution of the houſe, 27th February 
1688, That the right of election was in the free- 
men, called out · ſitters, as well as the freemen inha- 
bitants. | | 
Archer ſaid, he had known this borough 30 years; 
that the out-ſitters always voted ; and that he was 
preſent at the election of Sir Robert Rich, and Mr. 
Heveningham, and they had the majority, viz. 35 
freemen inhabitants; and for the out-ſitters, they 
might have had as many as they pleaſed : that 
he was ſent to be choſen alderman, but he would 
not accept it, being a bailiff by King William's 
charter : and denied, he offered any money to vote 
for Sir Robert Rich, and Mr. Heveningham, or ter- 
rified any by the men of war: and he and Philip 
Eades ſaid, that Benifice had an office at the cu- 
ſtoms, but it was ſaid he was disfranchiſed : that 
William Sweatman, Amos Beate, John Croſſe, 
Charles Eades, James Eades, Jeremiah Payne, Ro- 


dert Hill, William Coggs, Richard Neat, James 


Goodwin, George Alder, James Foreman, John 
Burly, Robert Bonner, James Ford junior, Tho- 
mas Boone, Thomas Maſters, Abraham Wiſe, were 
freemen and inhabitants: that Cutting was a free- 
man, but no inhabitant. : l 
Ruſſell, overſeer of Southold, ſaid, John Burly 


lived there, but was a ſeafaring man; and that Steel, 


Goodwin, and Alder, lived there alſo, and paid to 
church and poor. 


Foſter delivered in a book of the town, and ſaid, 


eighteen of the thirty-five, for Sir Robert Rich 


and Mr. Heveningham, were made free by the new 
charter. 

Philip Eades ſaid, he was free both by the for- 
mer and new charter : that he had no horſe of Mr. 
Heveningham, but for his dogs. | 

Mr. Pacy ſaid, the town-clerk was in haſte to 
go home, ſo he and the other bailiff made Philip 
Eades free. | | 

Then they proceeded to diſqualify the petitioners 
voters. 

Archer and Philip Eades ſaid, Maſon was free by 
King James? charter; Bellwood was made free ſince 
King James' charter: that Moor was no inhabit- 
ant, but lived with Haſel : that Peck was made free 
ſince K. William and Q. Mary's charter; Collet 
lives with his mother: that Cook lived at Dingley 
and Weſleton; Farro was ſent out of town, becauſe 
no inhabitant; Lovel came to town, but laſt Mid- 
ſummer: that Burley did not vote, till after the 
election: that Haſel is no inhabitant, but ſince 
Chriſtmas: that he doth not know Newſon to be 
an inhabitant : that Garwood lived in an hoſpital, 
and is a natural; Pells has no habitation ; Stiles an 


hired ſervant ; Gibſon had no habitation : that Bar- 


rell owned, he owed Mr. Bence and Mr. Rouſe 

eight pounds, and durſt not vote againſt them. 
John Scarfe ſaid, he had received thirty ſhillings 

weekly from Michaelmas-twelvemonths, for tiiæ uſe 


of Mr. Bence and Mr. Wood, and thoſe who were 


for King James” charter : that he kept a publick- 
houſe, and part of it was ſpent in meat an! drink, 
and ſome of it the ſreemen had in corn: that it 
was continued ſince the election, and was to be fo, 
till the gentlemen met again: that he voted ſor the 
petitioners, on account of having his duties paid 
him : that he had 27 pounds of Mr, Bence, and 
27 pounds of Mr. Wood, for meat and drink ſpent 
at the election: that he borrowed ten pounds of 
Mr. Bence two years ago, and gave his bond for it; 
and promiſed to be true to them, and vote for 
them on occaſion : alſo ſaid, William Cook had three 
pounds of Sweatman, paid by Sir Charles Blois, for 
voting for Mr. Bence and Mr. Wood ; and he ſaw 
the money paid before Michaelmas : that Peak loſt 
his employment in the brick-kilns, and had twenty 
ſhillings in money : that Haſel, who appeared for 
the petitioners, promiſed Ballard twenty ſhillings : 
that Bence promiſed Somers a veſſel for voting for 
the petitioners. ; | 

Captain Lydcott ſaid, he was accidentally driven 
by the tide of flood into this place; and that he 
heard Sir Robert Rich was in there, and went to 
viſit him: that Sir Robert Rich did not know of 
his being there; and when he ſaw him, deſired him 
to go away, or he would ſpoil his election. 

Mr. Pacy ſaid, he ordered Stevens not to come 
on ſhore, till the election was over; and he did 
not, nor ſent his boat, till it was over: that he was 
vice-admiral under Sir Robert Rich; who charged 


him, that no body ſhould be diſturbed. Upon the 


whole, the committee reſolved, 

That the right of election oſ burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the freemen, 
commonly called out- ſitters, as well as the freemen 
inhabiting within the ſaid borough. 

That Sir Robert Rich is duly elected a burgeſs, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough. 

| M m m That 


It was in Parliament for this bo 
moved to freemen inhabiting wichin the ſaid borough not re- 


—_ ceiving alms. 


only ; but And the counſel were called in again, and Mr. 
2 Speaker acquainted them therewith, and the counſel 


That Henry Heveningham, eſquire, is duly e- 
lected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. Which reſolutions being twice 
read, were agreed to by the houſe. 

Dec. 22, 1698. A petition of Sir Henry John, 
knight, was read; ſhewing, the petitioner was 
choſen a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parhament 
for this borough, by the majority of legal electors; 
but Sir Robert Rich and Henry Heveningham, 
eſquire, by corrupt practices, and procuring the 
bailiffs and recorder to refuſe divers qualified 
voters for the petitioner, and admitting others 
unqualified to vote againſt him, have gotten 
themſelves returned as duly elected; and the 
petitioner was denied a ſcrutiny of the poll: and 
praying the houſe to appoint ſome day for hearing 
the matter of the election. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion, to the houſe. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of Sir Richard Allen, 
and the 4 Daniel Harvey, eſquire, was tead; 
ſhewing, that the right of returning burgeſſes to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in the two 
bailiffs of the borough; and that Sir Charles Bloyce 
and Francis Swatman were the two bailiffs at the 
laſt election there for this parliament ; and the peti- 
tioners, Sir Charles Bloyce, and Robert Kemp, 
eſquire, were the candidates: that Sir Charles 
Bloyce and Mr. Kemp, and their agents, by me- 
naces, treating and bribery, procured ſeveral free- 
men to vote for them; and Swatman, who alone 
preſided at the faid election, in a very arbitrary 
manner received ſeveral illegal votes for Sir Charles 
Bloyce and Mr. Kemp, and hath returned them as 
burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, although the peti- 
rioners were duly choſen, and ought to have been 
returned, and although the faid Sir Charles was not 
(as the petitioners are advifed) capable of being e- 
lected or returned, as being one of the bailiffs ; nor 
had Swatman alone any authority to make a return 
to parliament, the two bailiffs making but one of- 
ficer for that purpoſe : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid petition be 
heard at che bar on the 20th of January next. But 
by means of other petitions it was not heard until 

Feb. 3. The houſe proceeded to hear the matter 
of the ſaid election, and the counſel on both fides 
were called in, and the ſaid petition of Sir Richard 
Allen and Mr. Harvey, was read; and the counſel 
were heard, and the witneſſes web examined; and 
the counſel and witneſſes being withdrawn, it was 
reſolved, 

That the right of election of 1. to bree 
, is only in the 


were further heard, and ſeveral other witneſſes exa- 
mined, and the counſel and witneſſes withdiew : 
and! it was reſolved, 

That Sir Charles Bloyce, 'baronet, is not deity 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent patlia- 
ment for this borough. 

That Robert Kemp is nct duly elected a bu 
to ſerve in this preſent F for cls 
rough. 

That Sir Richard Allen is duly elected a Büfgeſs 

to ſerve in this preſent inet for this 0 
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That Daniel Harvey, eſquite, is duly elected 'u 
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tb ſerve in this preſent parliament for ſhis 
borough. And ordered the return to b amended. 

Ock. 18, 1722. A petition of Sir Nobert Rich, 
baronet, and Charles Long, eſquire, was read; 
rs that gene puns were candidates for this 

a majority of votes of the free. 
men —_ this 1 notwithſtanding which, George 
Downing, baronet, and Captain Vernon, thie' other 
two earnididates, by bribery, and other undue prac- 
tices, protured themſelyes to be returned in preju- 
dice to the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. 

A petifion of the freemen inhabiting within the 


| ſaid borough, whoſe names are thereto ſubſcribed, 


was rend; ſhewirig, that at the election of members 
to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough, Edward 
Vernon and Sir George Downing; baforiet, were 
hot duly elected, but by threats and bribery, and 
other undue practices, obtained a majority, in pre- 
judice of the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Nov. 10. Ordered, that Sir Robert Rich, and 
Charles Long, eſquire, have leave to withdraw their 
petition. 

14th. Ordered, that the freemen of this borough 
have leave to withdraw their petition. 


DURHAM Ciy. 


HIS is the capital city of the county of that 
name, and is entitled to ſend members to 
parliament by the ſtature 25th Car. II. (for which 
ſee the county) wherereby its electors are the-mayor, 
aldermen and freemen. The memoirs of its elec- 
tions, and of the perſons choſen, (in reſpe& of their 
elections,) are theſe. | 
April 13, 1675. A debate ariſing concerning the 
iſſuing out of writs for this city and county, 

Reſolved, it be referred to the committee bf pri- 
vileges, to conſider thereof, and report the ſame, 
with their opinion, to the houſe. 

May ich. Sir Thomas Meers reports from the 
committee of privileges and elections, the caſe 
relating to the county and city of Durham; that 
the committee, to enable them to underſtand the 
matter about iſſuing the writ to this county and 
city, read the late act for that purpoſe, being the 
ground and foundation of the whole matter; from 
whence they obſerved, that what related to the e- 
lecking two knights of the ſhite appeared very plain; 
whereupon they Teſolved, that the committee is of 
opinion, that the ſpeaker do iſſue his warrant to the 
clerk of the Crown, to make out a writ for the 
election of two knights to ſerve in the preſent par- 
nament for the county of Durham, according to 
the act of parliament lately made for that purpoſe. 

But finding the matter diſncult concerning the 
elecking two burgeſſes for the city of Durham, they 
'eſblved, thut the chairman of the committee ſhould 
make a ſpecial report, concerning the writ and 
Proceſs thereupon,” for the election of burgeſſes for 
ehe ſaid eity, according to the late act; and the dif- 
cReulties that did ariſt upon Tonkidering, the ſame : 
Which Were as followetch. 


It dpptars not plain, who ſhall order the election, 


-6ribe judge of the poll in the ſaid city: if the 
ſheriff of the county, who hath only à precept, and 


no writ, then he muſt order in this city 7 
there 
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there is a mayor, though it be no city and county: 
the like is not done in England; and for which he 
has no authority by the act. If the mayor muſt 
order this election, and be judge of the poll, then 
he muſt have a precept ſo to do from the ſheriff, 
who acts by a precept himſelf; and there is one 
deputy makes another deputy: precept upon pre- 
cept: and for the latter precept to the mayor, there 
is no authority, that appears in the act; wherefore 
the committee, to prevent differences in the ſaid city, 
and double returns, have thus far ſtated the caſe to 
the houſe, that their wiſdom may take further care 
therein, the caſe being too difficult for them to de- 
termine. 

The reſolve, in regard to the county, was agreed 
to; and a warrant ordered for a writ accordingly. 
Reſolved, that the further conſideration of the 
ſpecial matter of the ſaid report, concerning this 
city, be adjourned till Wedneſday morning next at 
ten o'clock : but the order was not called for. 

There was nothing more done this ſeſſions; nor 
untill the year 1677, when I find, 

Feb. 9. Ordered, that the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, do take the matter concern- 
ing this city into conſideration, and return their 
report thereof with all convenient ſpeed, 

25th. Sir Thomas Meers reports from the com- 
mirtee, that it did not appear plain to the committee, 
from the ſaid act, who ſhall order the election 
(prout the former report) but in regard it doth ap- 
pear plain in the ſaid act, who are to be the electors 
in the ſaid city, and that a writ might iſſue under 
the great ſeal of England, to the lord biſhop of 
Durham, or his temporal chancellor, in order to 
the electing two citizens to ſerve in parliament for 
the ſaid city ; and that the plain intention of the 
ſaid act is, that the ſaid city ſhould have two ſuch 
citizens to ſerve them accordingly : whereupon the 
ſaid committee were of opinion to leave the ſaid 
doubt or difficulty to farther conſideration or deter- 
mination, if need require; and reſolved, that it 
be reported, as their opinion, that Mr, Speaker do 
make out his warrant to the clerk of the Crown, to 
iſſue forth a writ for electing two citizens to ſerve in 
parliament for this city, according to the ſaid act 
of parliament : to which report the houſe agreed; 
and an order was made for a warrant to be made 
May 23, 1658. A petition of William Tempeſt, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue return of John 
Parkhurſt, eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this city, in injury of the petitioner, who 


was duly elected, was read. 


_ "Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. : 


ct. 24. Mr. Tempeſt renewed his petition: and 


it was referred as before. 

Feb. g, 1711. A motion being made, that Mr. 
Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the clerk of the 
Crown to make out a new writ for the electing a 
Citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
city, in the room of Sir Henry Bellaſis, who hath 
accepted of a commiſſion to him and others, for 
enquiring into the number and quality of the forces 
an her Majeſty's pay, in Spain and Portygal ; and 
to examine the Rate of the payments and ac- 
campts æelating to the ſaid forces, and to the gari- 
ſons and fortifications of Gibraltar and Port- mahon; 
and alſo the accompts of the agent victuallers, and 
commiſſaries of ſtores in thoſe Parts. 

Ordered, that a copy of the ſaid commiſſion be 
Hid before the houſe. | 


— 
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14th. The houſe being informed, that the riding 
clerk in chancery attended: he was called in, and 
at the bar preſented to the houſe, according to or- 
der, a copy of the commiſſion to Sir Henry Bel- 
laſis, and others, for enquiring into the number 
and quality of the forces in her Majeſty's pay, in 
Spain and Portugal; and to examine the ſtate 
of the payments, and accompts relating to the ſaid 
forces, and. to the gariſons and fortifications of 
Gibraltar and Port-mahon ; and alſo the accompts 
of the agent · victuallers, and commiſſaries of ſtores 
in thoſe parts. 

The title of the copy of the ſaid commiſſion was 
read. 

Ordered to be conſidered to-morrow morn- 
ing, 

15th. The houſe proceeded to take into con- 
ſideration the ſaid commiſſion, and it was read; 
and the addreſs of the houſe of the 7th of June laſt, 
for appointing commiſſioners for the purpoſes therc- 
in mentioned: alſo Sect. 26 and 27th in the att of 
the 4th year of her Majeſty's reign, entitled, An 
act for the better ſecurity of her Majeſty's perſon 
and government, and of the ſucceſſion of the crown 
of England in the proteſtant line, were read. 

"Refolved, that Sir Henry Bellaſis having, ſince 
his being elected a member to ſcrve in parliament, 
accepted the office of one of the commiMoners ap- 
pointed by her Majeſty to enquire into the number 
and quality of the forces in her Majeſty's pay in 
Spain and Portugal; and ro examine the ſtate of 
the payments and accompts relating to the ſaid 
forces, and to the gariſons and fortifications of Gi- 
braltar and Port-mahon; and alſo the accompts of 
the agent-victuallers, and commiſſaries of ſtores, 
in theſe parts; his election is thereby become void. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant for 
making out a new writ, for electing a citizen to 
ſerye in this preſent parliament, for this city, in the 
room of Sir * Bellaſis, whoſe election has been 
declared void. 

April 5, 1712. A petition of Anthony Hall, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late election 
for a, citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament fer 
this city, the petitioner and Robert Shafto were 
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candidates; and the petitioner was duly elected: 


but great numbers of perſons receiving alms, and 
perſons influenced by bribery, and other illegal 
practices of Mr. Shafto, and his agents, being per- 
mitted to vote, gave Mr. Shafto a ſmall majority ; 
by means whereof he got himſelf returned, to the 
prejudice of the petitioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 25, 1722. A petition of James Montague, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late election 
of members to ſerve in parliament for this city, 
the petitioner, Charles Talbot, and Thomas Conyers, 
eſquires, were candidates; that ſeveral illegal and 
corrupt practices were made uſe of on behalf of the 
ſaid Mr. Conyers, in order to procure him to be 
elected for the ſaid city, the ſaid Mr. Conyers' quali- 
fication was objected to by the petitioner, notwith- 
ſtanding which the ſaid Mr. Coyners is returned, 
in prejudice to the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be refered to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 23, 1726. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs in the room of Charles Tal- 
bot, eſquire, made ſolicitor-ge neral, 
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DURHAM. 


HIS was a county-palatine under the juriſ- 
. dition of the biſhops of the dioceſe, and 


before the ſtatute of the 27th of Henry VIII. the 
biſhop conſtituted juſtices of aſſize, oyer and termi- 

ner ; after which they came in moſt things ſubject 
to the regal power, though to this day they retain 
ſeveral privileges, ſuch as the nomination of the 
ſheriff: but they never were repreſented in a national 
parliament, untill ſince the reſtoration; though ſe- 
veral attempts were made for that purpoſe, of which 
I ſhall give the following memoirs. The firſt at- 
tempt was in the year 1562. 

Jan. 18th. The bill for levying fines in the 
county - palatine of Durham, and to have two 
knights of the ſhire from thence into the parlia- 
ment. 

23d. Read a ſecond time and engroſſed. 

29th, Read a third time and paſſed. It was then 


carried to the lords, and on the 15th of next 


month read the firſt time, on the 16th a ſecond 
time, and on the 18th a third time. None of the 
Journals of either houſes take any notice, whether 
it was amended, or whether it had the royal aſſent : 
but I apprehend neither the one or the other, for it 
was never put in excecution, and became afterwards 
a matter of farther conſideration by parliament, 

July 11th, 1610. In a debate concerning a ſub- 
ſidy, Sir Edwyn Sandys moved the northern coun- 
ties might have burgeſſes ; but no queſtion thereon. 

April 9, 1614. Sir George Selby, ſheriff of this 
county, being choſen knight for Northumberland, 
a queſtion aroſe upon the validity of the election, when 
upon the debate it was — as follows. 

Sir Edwyn Sandys. 1. Whether a ſheriff may 
be returned, 2. Whether a ſheriff of Durham 
A ſheriff not to return himſelf —- The words of the 
writ not antient, to reſtrain the election of ſheriffs. 
——Not antient, therefore not the common law; 
nor by ſtatute law : ergo, this no ſufficient warrant— 
For Durham; the ſheriff not made by the King, 
but the biſhop; and for life, not for a year. 
Moveth, ſithence Durham laſt drawn in to charge, to 
Join in petition to the King, that Durham may have 
knights and burgeſſes, ſuch as he ſhall think fit— 
Said to be dumb men, becauſe no voices. 

Mr. Aſhley : —— That they of Durham hold it 
a privilege not to be bound to the attendance of 
the parliament; elſe reaſon for the motion. 

Sir Roger Owen :—— That the writs antiently 


ſuch, as now, to reſtrain electing or returning of ſhe- 


riffs; for in the regiſter, and nat. Brevium. For 
Durham ſheriff, the like for them, as for the ſhe- 
riff of Cheſter, Cornewayle, &c. The reaſons why 
reſtrained ; for that he hath cuſtodiam comitatus, and 
commandeth all dukes &c. And is to execute all 
proceſſes. 

Sir Henry Anderſon moveth, as Sir Edward, that 
they of Durham, may have knights and burgeſſes; 
for now bound to pay ſubſidies, and yet have nv 
benefit of the general pardon—bur no reſolution. 

May 14th 1614. Sir E dwyn Sandys reported 
from the committee of petitions, the matter for 
knights and burgeſſes for this county— That the 
county ſtandeth in a worſe plight than any other part 
of the kingdom, and that that much toucheth the king- 
dom; that every man hath a propriety in his goods, 
which will not ſuffer that to be transferred to another, 
without his own conſent; and not to be governed 
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by laws whereunto they no parties; that Wales 
whiles not ſubject to ſubſidies, &c. no knights; after, 
had: 3dly, That the biſhop there hath jurs regalia, 
ſo hath great to oppreſs; the biſhop now 
cleared from this, yet to provide for poſterity, 

On the other ſide alledged, that no cauſe 
now to innovate, becauſe they are well ; therefore to 
change is to be worſe. 2. That not deſired ; there. 
fore not to be thruſt upon them againſt: their 
wills. 3. That a matter of charge, being much 
impoveriſhed by rebellion, 11 Eliz. that at the 
firſt committee, the firſt over weighed the latter; 
and thereupon ordered a bill to be drawn, and a peti- 
tion to be drawn to his Majeſty : this done accord. 
ingly. That at the laſt committee, alledged, my 
Lord could prove that all the principal men, noble 
gentlemen, and the grand jury, were againſt it. 
Moved, this would diſgrace the biſhop ; and that 
the biſhop, before farther proceedings, might be 
heard with his Counſel at the bar, or at the com- 
mittee. 

Sir Henry Anderfoa: —That this moved the laſt 


parliament *, when they preſt to grant ſubſidies ; St: 
the motion then thought reaſonable z that all the ei 


country groaneth under the burthen of the govern- 
ment there; that he charged by ſome great ones to 
be the cauſe of this innovation; that my Lord ſent 
down ſpecial meſſages; that his officers beſtirred them- 
ſelves, as if his jura regalia had been in queſtion; 
that found there a great canvas againſt this; great 
labour to get men from their former reſolutions — 
will ſhew hereafter how the certificates gotten — will 
encounter them with a certificate of as much credit 
as the other. To fit in Rome, and ſtrive with the 
pope—to ſtrive with the biſhop of Durham; that 


my Lord ſitteth judge, where the King doth not fo. _ 


The records locked up ſo as not to be ſeen, where 
ſpecial uſe of them. A man impriſoned, without 
bail, for a very ſmall offence. One ſpeaking againſt 
a penal law checked, becauſe againſt the biſhop's 
profit, who hath all the advantage of penalties and 
forfeitures.— Hath known for fines, poſt-fines, and 


alienations, more paid there than in any other part 


of England —a full third part taken. Not ſecured 
of their lives — He judge, where hath all the forfei- 
tures:— The ſheriff his own :—=The jurors his free- 
holders Attached, preſently indicted; next day 
executed Theſe two but beaſt thieves. ——Moveth 
this certificate may be brought into this houſe; and 
hopeth he will ſatisfy this houſe of many ——— 


cumſtances, whereby this procured. 


For the poverty. of the country, e 
fear the poor freeholders of 8 s. a day for the 
knights wages, thinketh no man ſo baſely minded, 


as choſen, would require it—Recuſants many, ſo no 


number ſufficient Wiſheth, that were better look- 
ed to—That the finders of it the cauſes of it 
That his having the penalty of the recuſants (never 
meant by this houſe) a principal cauſe of it. 
Mr. Aſhly :—That at firſt he ſpake of it by ac- 
cident; that my Lord, underſtanding it, ſent for 
him; deſired him to make known- to the houſe, 


that the country deſired it not. 


Mr. Speaker: That no ground for this diſcourſe, 
till the bill read. 
May 21. L. 1. An a& for knights and burgeſſes 
to have place in parliament for the county-palatine, 
ciry of Durham, renne en of Barnard) 
Caſtell alias Caſtle-Barnard. 
31ſt. L. 2. The ſame act. 
Mr. Gryffin moveth a commitment; and, chat 
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Mr. Aſhley moveth, ſithence ſomething 


be Coanty of DUR HAM. 


ſpoken againſt the biſhop of Durham, he may be 
heard to clear himſelf. 

Sir Henry Anderſon :— That, for thoſe aſperſions, 
thinketh there might come in a petition of grievance, 
which will bite nearer than any of thoſe aſperſions. 

Sir Thomas Hobby, —for the commitment; and 
that—the only port town within the county may be 
thought of by the committee to have burgeſſes. 

Sir George More :—not to 

Sir John Savyle :—The bill reaſonable—Thinketh 
my Lord of Durham diſliketh not the bill, but 
thinketh 

Sir William Walter: —knoweth all the gentlemen, 
and commons that have not dependance upon the 
biſhop, willing with the proceedings of this 

Committed to the King's learned counſel, to all 
that have ſpoken, Sir Myles Sands, Sir Edw. Sands, 
Sir H. Nevil, the burgeſſes of Newcaſtle, Sir Jo. 
Bennet, 'Sir Tho. Wentworth, the knights and bur- 
geſſes of Yorkſhire, Northumberland, Cumberland, 
Mr. Gwynn, my Lord Clifford, Sir Ro. Yaxley, 
Mr. Hoſkyns, Mr. Hitchcocke, Mr. Brooke, Mr. 
Rayneſcrofte :—— Monday, in the Exchequer court. 

Ordered, my Lord of Durham may have his 


counſel heard at the ſaid committee; and alſo, any 


of the gentlemen, of the county of Durham, may 
be there preſent. The ſeſſions ended the 6th of 
June; ſo no farther proceedings in this bill. 

The next time this matter was moved, was in 
the year 1620. When the bill was ordered, or when 
firſt read, doth not appear : but I apprehend, it was 
between the 17th and 26th of February, during 
which time the Journals are not printed; nor do I 
ſuppoſe they are in the office. [See the note to the 
printed Journal of the 26th of February. 

March 6, 1620. L. 2.—-Durham..- 

Mr. Ravenſcrofte, —againſt part of the bill; be- 
cauſe it hath 14.—To allow them two knights, and 
two burgeſſes. —Moveth an enlargement of this room 
for the members of this houſe. —- 

Committed to Lord Clifford, Sir Talbott Bowes, 
Sir Tho. Wentworth, Sir Tho. Hobby, Sir Jo. 


Strangwayes, Sir H. Withrington, Mr. Brandling 


Mr. Crew, Mr. Raynſcrofte, Mr. Fetherſton, Mr. 
Mallory, Sir Guy Palmes, Sir Jo. Walter, Sir H. 
Anderſon, Sir Tho. Ryddall: to morrow, two of 
clock, exchequer chamber. 

14th. Sir Thomas Hobby reported the bill for 
knights.—Burgeſſes for the county-palatine of Dur- 
ham with amendments. 

knights for the county, citizens for 
Durham. Bernard Caſtle agreed by the Committee 
to have burgeſles; becauſe the Prince his town, and 
he deſireth it. 

Hartipoole, by opinion of the committee to have 
burgeſſes ; becauſe a port towa. The reſt rejected; 
becauſe of peſtring the houſe, and becauſe theſe in- 

by the biſhop, not by the Kg. 

Sir William Earl : — That the number of bur- 
geſſes here too great to have but as many as Cheſ- 
ter, viz. two knights and two burgeſſes. 

Sir Robert Payne, accordant— tor no reaſon, be- 
cauſe an haven. 

Sir Thomas Hobby, contra. 

The Bill to be recommitted in che com · nitt e- 
chamber preſently. 

The bill for Durham brought in again, without 
amendment. 

Sir Thomas Wentworth leer to . out 
Bernard's Caſtle, which a dry town, rather than 

woole, 


3 


hath been 


Sir Thomas Bowes: They as much charged 


with publick charges, as they which have eight bur- 
geſſes: More for purveyance and arms, than the 
Eaſt riding of Vorkſhire.— In Hartipoole, not a 
ſufficient man dwelling, to ſerve ;—in Barnard's-Ca- 
ſtle many,—This the Prince his town Hartipoole 

a ſubject's. 

Sir William Groſvenor :-—That Cheſter a county 
Falatine, more antient than the other; bigger. — 
— not fit, they ſhould have more than Che- 

re. 

Mr. Smith concurreth— That Glouceſterſhire, 
bigger farther than this, hath but two knights, two 
citizens, and two burgeſſes ;—ſo have an equal 
proportion of 2 knights 2 citizens. 

Mr. Carvyll,—tor Hartipoole, in reſpect of the 
antientneſs,-—walled,— ſtrength, &c.— Hath all the 
privileges from the King; where Durham city the 
biſhop's. 

Mr. Secretary, — for ſix burgeſſes, and particu- 
larly for Hartipoole ; for Barnard's-Caſtle, becauſe 
the Prince his deſire to have it. 

Mr. Brooke: To have but two knights, and 
two burgeſſes. 

Sir John Walter — That Hartipoole a poor town 
— deſires it not. — That thought fit, Barnard's- 
Caſtle ſhould have burgeſſes to ſpeak for the Prince, 
whoſe town it is. 

Mr. Mallory, —for Hartipoole and Barnard's- 
Caſtle. 

Sir Thomas Row-—for Barnard's-Caſtle rather 
than Hartipoole, becauſe much given to popery. 

Sir Francis Goodwin: To have but four bur- 
geſſes at moſt. 

Mr. Whitſon: Te have either of theſe towns 


have one burgeſs. 


Upon queſtion, reſolved, Durham to have two 
knights: and Durham to have two burgeſſes. Bar- 


nard's-Caſtle to have two burgeſſes; Hartipoole to 


have no burgeſſes. 

Hartipoole ſtrucken out by order of the houſe. 

The bill to be engroſſed. 

April 26, 162 1. Lib. 3. An act, that the county 
palatine of Durham ſhall have knights, citizens, 
and burgeſſes, to ſerve in the commons houſe of 
parliament :—upon queſtion, paſſed. 


229 


May 7. It was carried to the Lords by Sir Tho- Loris 


mas Edmonds. 

25th. Read the firſt time, 

31ſt. Read the ſecond time, in the morning; the 
third time, and paſt, in the afternoon : but never 
had the royal aſſent. 

March 23, 1623. Lib. 1. An act, that the county 
palatine of Durham may ſend Knights, citizens, 
and burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament. 

25th. Lib. 2. An act that the county- .palatine of 
Durham may ſend knights, citizens, and burgeſſes 
to parliament, committed to Sir John Savyle, Sir 
Henry Fane, Mr. Sollicitor, Sir Francis Seymour, 
Mr. Ravenſcrofte, Mr. Pepper, Mr. Wainsford, 
Mr. Boſwell, Mr. Lucy, Mr. Kirton, Sir Clem. 
Throckmorton, Mr: Louther, Sir Jo. Danvers, Sir 
Tho. Wentworth, Sir Thomas Bellaſis, knights, 
burgeſſes Yorkſhire, Northumberland; Mr. Live- 
ly, Sir Anthony Forreſt, Mr. Fetherſtone, knights, 
burgeſſes Devon and Cornwall ; Serjeant Hitcham, 
Sir Henry Mildmay :—Tueſday-ſevennight, Star- 
Chamber, two o'clock. 

May 4, 1624. Mr. Wandesford reporteth the bill; 
for burgeſſes for Durham, with amendments, which 
twice read. This bill was recommitted, upon the que- 
ſtion, Whether Barnard-Caſtle ſhould have two bur- 

Nnn geſſes, 
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or not; which the committee hath now re- 
ſolved they ſhall have. 

Sir John Savyll, —againſt burgeſſes for Barnard- 
Caſtle. 

Sir Thomas Trevor, pro. Sir Henry Anderſon, 
pro that the Prince deſireth it that Sir Thomas 
Bowes hath power there, by reaſon of his inheri- 
tance, to procure the election againſt all letters. 

Sir Robert Phillips, pro. Sir John Walter, pro. 
Mr. Mallory, contra. Sir Henry Fane, pro- and 
the Prince his deſire is only upon the country his ſuit 
to him. 

Sir Edwyn Sands, pro. That the King can put in 
burgeſſes in Barnard-Caſtle, without this houſe, 

Sir Edward Coke: Forteſcue, that at firſt 
three hundred burgeſſes here, ſuitable to the ſenators 
of Rome; now almoſt five hundred. Queſtion, 
Whether the King may make burgeſſes in a county 
palatine ? — s for two burgeſſes for Barnard-Caſtle. 

Sir George Moor, pro. Sir Thomas Went- 
worth: Not fit to name the Prince. — This no par- 
liamentary courſe. May ſtop 

Upon queſtion, this bill to be engroſſed. 

8th. L. 3. An act, that the county-palatine 


of Durham may ſend knights, citizens, and bur- 


geſſes to parliament, upon queſtion, paſſed. 

Dec. 1, 1640. 1ma Vice lea, An act, that the 
county-palatine of Durham ſha!l have knights, ci- 
tizens, and burgeſſes, to ſerve in the commons houſe 
of parliament. - 

Theſe are all the minutes I meet with, before the 
confuſion of the times began: and during the ra 
of the rebellion, I have not mentioned any of the 
minutes of the many mock parliaments, or of that 
which was ſummoned by the King, after he left it. 
The next motion that I meet with, was this : 

July 13, 1660. Ordered it be referred to Sir Tho- 
mas Widdrington, to bring in a bill, impowering 
the city and county of Durham to ſend burgeſſes to 
parliament. 

28th. A bill, enabling the county and city of 
Durham to ſend knights and burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament, was this day read a firſt time. 

Aug. 1. A bill, for empowering the county and 
city of Durham to ſend knights and burgeſſes to 
ſerve in parliament, was this day read a ran 
time. 

Ordered, that, in * * folio, the 5th, 6th, 
7th, and 8th line, to theſe words, to the,” be 
ſtruck out of the bill; and that, "inſtead thereof, 
theſe words be inſerted, in like manner as is uſual 
for the knights and citizens to ſerve for other coun- 
ties and cities in this kingdom.” 

Reſolved, that the ſaid bill, ſo gates be en- 
groſſed. 

8th. A bill engroſied, impooceing the county 
and city of Durham to ele& and ſend knights and 


burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament, was this day read 


« third time; and, upon the queſtion, paſſed, 
Ordered, that Mr. Elliſon do carry it to che 

Lords. 

Reſolved, that the tile” of the ſaid bill be, An 

| aft to enable the county of Durham to ſend knights, 


r to ſerve 


in parliament. 

In the houſe of Lords, it was twice read, and com- 

mitted : but no report was ever made, nor did it 

| Paſs; nor do I find any mention of it again, till 

Teh I do not grey, rod wt rairaer. 2. þripg 
Dec. 10, 166). Ordered, thar the bill, for the elec- 

tion of members to ſerve in parliament for the coun- 


— 


ty-palatine of Durham, be read to-morrow morn- 


13th. A bill, for the election of members to ſerve 
in parliament for the county-palatine of Durham, 
was read the firſt time. 

Reſolved, the ſaid bill be read a ſecond time on 
Monday next : but it was not read on that day, 

Feb. 13. A bill, for conſtituting knights to ſerve 
for the county-palatine, and citizens to ſerve for 
the city, of Dureſme, was read the ſecond time. 

March 9. Sir Thomas Strickland reports from the 
committee, to which the bill for conſtituting knights 
and burgeſſes to ſerve for this county-palatine, was 
committed, 

That the committee had carefully examined the 
bill, and found no cauſe to make any alteration, or 
amendment thereto. 

Reſolved, that the bill be engrofſed. 

16th. Ordered, that the engroſſed bill, for en- 
abling the county-palatine of Durham to ſend mem- 
bers to parliament, be read to-morrow morning, 
nine o'clock : but it was not read until 

26th. An engroſſed bill, to enable the county 
palatine of Durham to ſend two knights to ſerve 
for the county, and two citizens to ſerve for the 
city of Durham, in parliament, was read. 

A proviſo, concerning the manor of Creet, in 
the ſaid county, read three times; and ſome amend- 
ments at the table. 

Reſolved, that the proviſo be made part of the 
bill.” - .. 
Then the queſtion was put, That the bill do paſs; 
and on a diviſion, Yeas go, Noes 65, the ſaid bili 
was rejected : nor do I find it was again brought 
in, until 

Feb. 28, 1672. Ordered, that leave be given to 
bring in a bill, for the county of Durham to ſend 
knights and burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament z and 
that the bill be read to-morrow morning. 

March 1. A bill, for enabling the county-pala- 
tine of Durham to ſend knights and burgeſles to 
parliament, was read. 

Reſolved, that the bill be read a ſecond time on 
this day ſevennight. 

sth. A bill, to ä of 
Durham to ſend knights and burgeſſes to parlia- 
ment, read a ſecond time: but the King coming to 
the n was that day made there- 


upon. 

- 10th. Reſolved, that the bill, to enable the county 
palatine of Durham to ſend knights and burgeſſes 
to parliament, which was 'read a ſecond time on 
Saturday, be committed; and the committee to 
meet on Wedneſday next, at two in the afternoon, 
in the Exchequer-Chamber. 

14th. "Ordered, that the report from the com- 
mittee, to which the bill to enable the county-pa- 
latine of Durham to ſend knights and burgeſſes to 
parliament was referred, be made ann morn- 
ing next, at ten o clock. 

17th. Sir Thomas Clarges reported from the 
committee, to which the bill for enabling the county 
palatine of Durham to ſend knights and burgeſſes 
to parliament was committed, ſome amendments, 
agreed to be made by the committee to the ſaid bill: 
which he read with the coherence in his place; and 
after delivered the ſame in -at the clerk's table : 
and the ſame being twice read, and agreed; 

Reſolved, that the bill, with the amendments 


2 be ingroſſed. 


Lord 
End 
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After this, I find no notice of it in the Journal 
of the houſe of commons: but it paſſed ; for I find 
in the Lords Journal, . 

24th. A meſſage was brought from the houſe of 


commons by Lord Ogle, and others, who brought 


up a bill, intitled, An act to enable the county 
palatine of Durham to ſend knights and burgeſſes 


to ſerve in parliament; to which they deſired the 


Lords concurrence : and the bill was that day read 
the firſt time in the morning; and a ſecond time in 
the afternoon, and committed. 

25th. The Earl of Carliſle reported the bill for 
chooſing knights and burgeſſes for the county-pa- 
latine of Durham. The committee did ſend to the 
dean of Durham, to acquaint him there was ſuch a 
bill depending before the houſe ; and, if it was of 
any concern to him or the prebends, they might be 
heard; he ſent word, he had nothing to object 
againſt the ſaid bill, whereupon the committee are 
of opinion, that the ſaid bill do paſs. 

And it being then read a third time, it did paſs ; 


and afterward had the royal aſſent. 


ls. 


The bill being thus paſſed, 

April 14, 1675. An order was made to conſider 
of the iſſuing a writ, and referred to a committee. 
See the report in Durham city, 

March 26, 1679. A petition of Chriſtopher Vane, 
eſquire, complaining of the undue and illegal prac- 
tices of the ſheriff of this county, in electing and 
returning Sir Robert Eden, baronet, and John 


Tempeſt, eſquire; and particularly ſetting at liberty 


a great number of popiſh recuſants convict, in or- 
der to giving their votes to the ſaid Sir Robert 
Eden and John Tempeſt, in injury of the petitio- 
ner, who was duly elected, and ought to have been 
returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinions. 

. Ordered, that a committee be appointed, to exa- 
mine the matter of the miſdemeanor of the high- 
ſheriff of this county, in ſetting at liberty ſo many 
papiſts at the time of the election, and the manner 
of doing it; and to report the ſame to the houſe. 

Oct. 19, 1722. A petition of William Lord Viſ- 
count Vane, of the kingdom of Ireland, was read ; 
ſhewing, that at the election of a knight to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this county, Sir. John 
Eden, baronet, John Hedworth, and Ralph Robin- 
ſon, eſquires, and the petitioner, were candidates : 
that many arbitrary and unwarrantable practices 
were made uſe of by the ſaid John Hedworth, in 
order to procure him to be elected ; and he is re- 
turned accordingly, in manifeſt prejudice of the pe- 
titioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of; and ro report the ſame, with their opinion. 


EAST-GRINSTEAD. 


HIS borough is ſituate in the county of 
Suſſex, which has returned members to par- 


p. R. liament from the firſt of Edward the ſecond. The 


memoirs which I have met with of its elections and 
are theſe, 

Feb. 9, 1625. Mr. Speaker moveth, that * 
Attorney- general returned for this borough, - and 
mentioned the order 12 Jacobi. 

The order to be brought and read to-morrow 
moraing ; and then order to be taken for it in the 


| Toth. A new-writ ordered for the choice of an- 
other burgeſs, in the room of Sir Robert Heath, 
his Majeſty's Attorney-general, according to the 
precedent 12 Jacobi. 

April 16, 1640. The petition for this borough 
ordered to be heard in courſe. 

24th. Eaſt-Grinſtead, in the county of Suſſex. 
Complaint againſt Mr. Goodwyn's election. — The 
election belongs to the tree-burgage-holders only.— 
Mr. Goodwyn got an election by the inhabitants. 

Sir Henry Compton, by the judgment of the 
committee, clear, and well elected, and well returned. 
Mr. White had 13 voices Mr. Goodwyn had 
14 voices. Objection A feoffment made by 
Mr. Goodwyn, which did multiply voices. — Mr. 
Goodwyn affirmed, the inhabitants, as well as the 
burgage-holders, had right of election. —Indenture 
produced to prove this; —one, Queen Mary - Eli- 
zabeth — Edward VI. — Henry VIII. 

Committee of opinion, The right of election, 
original. 

Committee of opinion, Mr. Goodwyn - well elect- 
ed, and well returned; and are fit members to ſit 
in this houſe. | 

Complained, — That this preſent bailiff did threat- 
en before the election; and at the election threatned, 
that thoſe that would not give to Mr. White—and, 
ſince the time of the election, threatned the wit- 
neſſes that came to give teſtimony for Mr, Good- 
wyn ; ſaying, that, if they gave their voices for 
him, their ſervants ſhould be preſſed, and their carts 
taken, and other ſuch words of like nature. 

On behalf of the Earl of Dorſet, it was affirm- 
ed, his lordſhip had written to the town, to make a 
fair and very free election. 

Ordered, upon the queſtion,. —Sir Henry Comp- 
ton, and Mr. Goodwyn, are well elected, and re- 
turned burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for the town of Eaſt-Grinſtead; and to be called in 
to ſit in the houſe. 

Ordered, upon the queſtion, =Edward Blundel, 
bailiff of Eaſt-Grinſtead, ſhall be ſent for by the 
meſſenger of the houſe, as a delinquent, for miſde- 
meanors by him committed at, before, and ſince, 
the election of burgeſſes for this borough. 

Nov. 16. Mr. Maynard reported from the com- 
mittee of privileges. Upon his report, it 
was reſolved, upon the queſtion, That the Lord 
Buckhurſt was well elected, and well returned, to 
ſerve as a burgeſs for Eaſt-Grinſtead, in the county 
of Suſſex; and to be admitted to fit here : and ac- 
cordingly he was called in. 

Ordered, that Sir William Culpepper and Mr. 
Goodwyn do forbear to ſit, till their election be de- 
termined, | 

Dec. 24. Mr. Maynard's report. 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that the election of 
Mr. Robert Goodwyn, for one of the burgeſſes for 
the borough of Eaſt-Grinſtead, in the county of 
Suſſex, is good: and thereupon he was called in. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of ſeveral of the in- 
habitants of this borough, complaining of an un- 
due return, made by the bailiff of the ſaid borough, 
of two perſons to ſerve in the preſent parliament 
as burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, not elected by 
the inhabitants; and refuſing to return Henry Powle, 
eſquire, whom the petitioners did duly elect, in in- 
_ to the petitioners ; was read. Allo, 

A petition of William Scroggs, eſquire, com- 
plaining of an undue return of Edward Sackville, 
2 to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 

borough, 
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borough, | in injury of the petitioner, who was duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned. 

Reſolved, the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

April 7, 1679. Sir Thomas Meers reported from 
the ſaid committee the matter of the election. 

The queſtion was, whether the inhabitants at 
large, or the burgage-holders alone, had the right 
of election of members of parliament for this 
borough. 

The inhabitants, the petitioners, produced the 
ſeveral records following, to prove this a borough 
by preſcription, and that all the inhabitants have 
right to vote at elections. 

1 Marie. The bailiff, burgeſſes, and all other 
inhabitants, of their common aſſent have elected. 

30 Eliz. 21 Jacobi J. The ſame perſons choſe 

Jointly, 
1 Caroli. The bailiff and commonalty, for and 
in the name of themſelves, and the reſt of the bur- 
geſſes and commons of the commonalty of the ſaid 
borough, have choſen. 


They offered ſeveral other records to prove the 


ſame ; but they were admitted by the counſel on 
the other ſide. 

Then called Mr. Robert Goodwyn, who ſaid, he 
had known the borough above 60 years, and ſerved 
in parliament for the ſame 18 Fac. and in ſeveral 
parliaments afterwards; and in all his elections, the 
inhabitants, as well as the burgage-holders, choſe 
him, and voted in all elections from 18 Fac. to 1660, 
when he gave up by reaſon of his age : and ſays, he 
ſearched the records ; and by five of them it appeared 
that the inhabitants had a right to vote in elections; 
therefore he accepted them in all his elections. 

Thomas Cocket ſaid, he was an inhabitant and no 
burgage-holder, and yet voted 40 years ſince for 
Mr. Goodwyn. 

Robert Matthews and others ſaid, they were at 
the election in February laſt, and after the precept 
was read by the bailiff, about ſixty of the inhabi- 
rants demanded the poll for Mr. Powle ; but the 
bailiff denied them, and thereupon they voted for 
Mr. Powle, and elected him, and ſigned and ſealed 
an indenture, whereby he is returned one of the bur- 
geſſes. They ſay, Mr. Powle had about ſixty voices, 
and no other competitor had above 18. The inha- 


bitants offered other evidence; but all the counſel. 
agreed, that the inhabitants at large have a right to 


ele, and that Mr. Powle was well elected. 

Then Mr. Scroggs' counſel pretended to prove 
him elected; but he in his own petition only aſſert- 
ing himſelf well elected, and not denying the 
election of Mr. Pelham, Mr. Scroggs' counſel and 
all other the counſel and witneſſes were ordered to 
withdraw. The counſel for the inhabitants did not 
1 Mr. Pelham. ä 

After debate, the committee reſolved, 

That this borough is an antient borough e. 

ſcription. 
2 That the inhabitants, ow as the burgage- 
holders, of this borough, have right to vote in 
elections of members to ſerve in parliament for the 
laid borough. And upon debate, and conſideration 
that Mr. Scroggs had not petitioned ——_ 
Pelham: 

Reſolved, that Mr. Scroggy' — and wit- 
neſſes ſnall not be called in to be heard 3 Mr. 
Pelham. 

Reſolved, that Edward Sackville, eſquire, was 
not duly elected to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough, 


That Henry Powle, eſquire, is duly elected to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid borough : 
all which reſolutions were read a ſecond time, and 
reſolved by the houſe. 

Nov. 3, 1680. A petition of the burgeſſes of 
this borough was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. No report appears. 
May. 23, 1685. A petition of John Conyers, 
eſquire, was read; complaining of the undue elec- 
tion and feturn of Simon Smith, and Thomas Jones, 
eſquires, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, in injury of the petitioner. 

- Reſolved, the petition be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, to examine and 
report the matter, with their opinion. 

Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of John Conyers, ef. 
quire, was read; complaining of an undue election 
and return of members to ſerve in this preſent con- 
vention for this borough. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

March. 27, 1689. Colonel Birch reported from 
the ſaid committee, the matter upon the ſaid petiti- 
on; that it appeared to the committee, that the 
queſtion was, whether burgage-holders alone, or 


the inhabitants, as well as the burgage-holders, had 


the right of election; that Mr. Conyers“ counſel 
proved the latter from the authorities following; 

1 Marie. The bailiff, burgeſſes, and all other in- 
habitants have elected 14 Eliz. Burgeſſes and in- 
habitants 30 Elz. Bailiff, burgeſſes and inhabi- 
tants, of their common aſſent jointly together, have 
elected. —2 1 Fac. The ſame of their common aſſent 
&c. 1 Car J. Bailiff, and others of the commonalty, 
elected 1 5 Car. I. Thomas Dine, and others, bur- 
gage-holders, and Edward Newington, and others, 
inhabitants, elected Robert Goodwin 16 Car. I. 
Burgenſes et alii inbabitantes eligerunt, whereto there 
are 44 names. 

The Journal 1640, was read; whereby it appears, 


Mr. Goodwin was agreed to be elected by the in- 


habitants, upon a report made from the committee 


of elections, betwixt him and Mr. White, who was 


elected by the burgage-holders only: and read alſo 
Journal 1679, upon the election of Mr. Powle, when 
the committee reſolved, That the right of election 
was in the inhabitants, as well as bu holders;” 
and the houſe did agree thereto : and called Robert 
Matthews, who ſaid, he was at the election, and 
before the election was declared, a poll was demand- 
ed for the inhabitants; and a return of Mr. Conyers 
and Mr. Sackville tendered under the hands and ſeals 
of the inhabitants; but it was refuſed by the bayliff, 
either to grant the poll or accept the return : that of 
theſe perſons, ſix were borough-holders; and there are 
in all about ſixty inhabitants, who pay ſcot and lot. 
It was alfo proved, that Mr. Jephſon and Mr. 
Wharton were, in King Charles the ſecond's time, 
elected by the inhabitants and burgage - holders: and 
at this election none of the inhabitants offered 
to poll for Sir Thomas Dyke. 
For the ſitting- member it was proved he had the 


majority of the burgage-holders : and there were read 
the 


records: 12 Ed. V. Burgeſſes 17 


EA. IV. Burgeſſes of the commonalty—28 Elix. Bur- 


geſſes and inhabitants — 1 5 Car. Bailiffs and burgeſſes 


choſe John White 13 Car. II. Bailiffs and bur- 


geſſes 27 Car. II. Bailiffs and burgeſſes choſe Edw. 
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John Bartholomew, 74 years old, ſaid, Lord 
Buckhurſt and Sir George 9 were choſen 
by the burgage- holders. 

John Langridge knew Captain Sackville's election, 
and Mr. Pelham's, to be by the burgage-holders; 
That there were exceptions againſt Mr. Conyers“ 
votes: that two or three lived in one houſe, and 
did not all pay to church or poor; but the poor's 
book being ſhewed, theſe appeared frivolous, they 

all rated. Upon the whole matter, the com- 
mittee,. finding, by records and witneſſes, that the 
uſage of the election for this borough hath been, 
for the moſt part, by the inhabitants at large, as 
well as the burgeſſes, reſolved, 

That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
the burgage-holders alone within this borough have 
not the right of election of members to ſerve in 
parliament for the ſaid borough. 

That the inhabitants, as well as the burgage- 
holders, of this borough, have right to vote in e- 
lections of members to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough. 

That Sir Thomas Dyke, baronet, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That John Conyers, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

Theſe reſolutions were read twice; but upon the 
ſecond reading, every one of them diſagreed to by 
the houſe. 

Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of the right honoura- 
ble Lionel, Earl of Orrery, &c. was read; ſhewing, 
the petitioner was duly choſen a burgeſs for this bo- 
rough to ſerve in this preſent parliament z but the 
bailiff of the ſaid borough, refuſing > admit ſeveral 

votes for the petitioner, hath returned Sir 
Thomas Dyke and John Conyers, eſquire, as duly 


elected. Alſo, 


A petition of Spencer Compton, eſquire, was 
read; ſhewing, that on the 19th of November in- 
ſtant, the petitioner was duly choſen a burgeſs to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough ; 
but John Jenner, bailiff of the ſaid borough, hath 
arbitrarily returned Sir Thomas Dyke and John 
Conyers, eſquire, as burgeſſes, though the petitio- 
ner had the majority of legal electors that voted 
for him : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges, to examine the matter, and report the ſame, 
with their opinion. 

A petition of many of the burgeſſes and inhabi- 
tants of this borough was read ; that the peti- 
tioners duly choſe the right honourable Lionel, 
Earl of Orrery, to be one of their burgeſſes for this 
preſent parliament; but the bailiff of the ſaid bo- 
rough, denying to ſeveral of the petitioners their 
right of election, hath unjuſtly refuſed to return 
the ſaid Lord Orrery, and hath returned Sir Tho- 
mas Dyke and John Conyers, eſquire : and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, the petition do lie upon the table. 

29th. Ordered to be referred to the committee of 
privileges, to examine the matter, and report it to 
the houſe, with their opinion. 

Jan. 1. Ordered the. report to be made on Satur- 
day morning next. 

6th. Ordered to be made on Thurſday next. 

gth. Mr. Solicitor-general reported, the commit- 
tee had examined the merits of the election; that the 


petitioners inſiſted the right of election to be in the 


inhabitants and burgage-holders, paying ſcot and 


lot, of whom the Earl of Orrery and Mr. Compton 
had the majority z and alſo if in the burgage- 
holders only, they were elected by the majority. 
Io prove the right in the burgage-holders, and 
inhabitants paying {cot and lot, they read theſe re- 
turns, 

12 Ed. IV. by twelve perſons therely named, 
and other burgeſſes of the ſaid borough elected, 
and had full power for themſelves and the com- 
monalty of the borough, 

17 Ed. IV. between the ſheriff and the bailif, 
and twelve other perſons, moſt of them different 
from thoſe in the former indenture, and othcr bur- 
geſſes—Indenture witneſſing the bailiff and com- 
monalty did elet—7 Ed. VI. Indenture between 
the ſheriff and ſixteen ſtiled burgeſſes and inhabi- 
tants, the ſaid burgeſſes and inhabitants ex eorum 
unanimi aſſenſu et conſenſu, eligcrunt, and concludes, 
burgenſes pred. ſigilla ſua appoſuerunt i Marie—Be- 
tween the ſheriff, bailiff, and thirteen perſons named, 
ſtiled burgeſſes and inhabitants, that they and all 
other inhabitants elected the ſaid bailiff, burgeſſes 
and inhabitants, for themſelves and in the name of 
all other the burgeſſes and inhabitants of this bo- 
rough, put their ſeals — 2 and 3 Phil. and Mary, bai- 
liffs and 12 other perſons named burgeſs and in- 
habitants elected 2 and 3 Phil. and Mary, bai- 
liff and twelve others named, ſtiled burgeſſes, and 
inhabitants, elected the bailiff and burgeſies put 
their ſeals in the name of all other the inhabitants 
—26 Eliz. between ſheriff and the baililf and 14 
others, burgeſſes and inhabitants—3o Eliz. bailiff 
and ſeven others, ſtiled burgeſſes and inhabitants, 
of their common aſſent, jointly together elected 
bailiff and burgeſſes, in the name of the reſidue of 
the burgeſſes and inhabitants, put their ſeal —39 
Eliz. bailiff, and five others named, and others of 
the commonalty, for and in the name of the reſt 
of the burgeſſes, elected, and gave power for them- 
ſelves and commonalty of the ſaid borough—4.3 
Eliz. bailiff and ten others, named and tiled, bur- 
geſſes and inhabitants —bailiff and burgeſſes, in the 
name of all the reſidue of the burgeſſes and inhabi- 
tants, put their hands and ſeals, with the common 
ſeal of the ſaid borough—1 Fac. bailiff and twelve 
other perſons named, ſtiled burgeſſes and inhabi- 
tants—the ſaid bailiff and burgeſſes, in the name 
of all the reſt of the burgeſſes-and inhabitants, put 
to their ſeals, with the common-lſeal of the ſaid bo- 
rough—21 Fac. twelve perſons, named and ſtiled 
bailiffs and burgeſſes and inhabitants—bailiF, bur- 
geſſes and inhabitants, of their common aſſent, 


Jointly elected, and to the indenture ſet their ſeal 


—15 Car. I. indenture reciting the warrant to the 
bailifF and burgeſſes, ſixteen burgage-holders named, 
fourteen inhabitants named, elected, and fer their 
hands and ſeals.— 16 Car. I. about fifty-nine per- 
ſons named burgeſſes and inhabitants cf the bo- 
rough, and there preſent, elected by virtue of the 
ſheriff's warrant directed to the bailiff, burgeſſcs 
and inhabitants, then read 24 April, 16 Car. 
the reſolution on Mr. Goodwin's petition (ſee ante) 
alſo report 1679 (ſee ante) wherein is the teſtimony 


of two witneſſes, one that for ſixty, another for 


forty years, the inhabitants as well as the burgeſſcs 
always voted, and the houſe reſolved the right to 
be in them. Return 31 Car. II. precept to bailiff 
and burgeſſes, thirty- five named and ſtiled bailiff, 
burgeſſes and inhabitants, and they ſealed the 
ſame year, precept to bailiff and burgeſſes, thirty- 
four, named and ſtiled bailiff, burgeſſes and com- 
monalty, elected, and bailiff and burgeſſes ſet their 

Ooo ſeals 
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ſeals— 33 Car. II. thirty-five perſons named and ſtiled 
and inhabitants, with divers other bur- 

Mr. Packer, who faid, the inhabitants demanded 
a poll for the petitioners, but it was denied ; and 
proved an indenture to be ſigned and ſealed by them, 
whereby the petitioners were ſaid to be elected. 

Then the petitioners proceeded to prove them- 
ſelves elected by the burgage-holders, of whom the 
poll was thus, | 

For Sir Thomas Dyke —— 16, | 

Mr. Conyers, with his vote 14, with the bailiff. 
Lord Orrery 13, 
Mr. Compton = 11. 

That ſome who were entitled to vote as burgage- 
holders, but were refyſed : and called, 

Thorp, who ſaid, he received of Mr. Putland 
9 d. for rent due to the lord, but it was not for 
the houſe he voted for: but another witneſs ſaid, 
Putland lived in the houſe he voted for, though he 
had not done ſo long ; and that he bought it nine- 
teen years fince, and would have voted for the peti- 
tioners, but was refuſed. 

Smith ſaid, he was a -holder, and voted 
for the petitioners, and would have polled for them, 
but was refuſed. He produced his deeds ; but did 
not ſay, when they were executed, nor when he had 


poſſeffion. wy 7 
Hutchins faid, Head had a burgage eſtate, whick 
was mo J to him in fee: and Mr. Packer ſaid 


he would have polled for the petitioners ; but Mr. 
Conyers ſaid, an infant had the equity of redempti- 
on, and therefore refuſed. | 

ſaid, when Sir Thomas Dyke came to 
him, he pulled out an handfull of money, when he 
deſired his vote a little before the election, and told 
him, he would do him as much kindneſs, as Mr. 
Compton; and Mr. Payne offered him the running 
of an horſe to vote for Sir Thomas Dyke. 

For the ſitting- members, | 

k was inſiſted, the right was in the burgage- 
holders only, and the votes of the inhabitants were 
obtained by indirect means: and called, 

Pollard, who ſaid, Mr. Packer aſked his vote for 
the earl of Orrery and Mr. Compton, and promiſed 
to be a friend to him, and told him, Sir 
Thomas Dyke had been in the houſe a good white, 
and done no good; that he was a jacobite, and kept 
a jeſuit in his houſe ; and faid alſo, that he denying 
his vote to the petitioners, he was threatned with a 
ſtone doublet, and was arrefted three days before 
the elections; that Percival would have had him 
gone to London, to have been out of the way at 
the election, which he refuſed. 

Johnſon ſaid, it was given out by Percival, that 
if Sir Thomas Dyke was choſen, the houſe would 
not accept him, but he would be turned out again. 

Payne faid, it was rumoured about the town, a 
little after Percival came to town, that fixty mem- 
bers would be turned out, and Sir Thomas Dyke 
was to be one of them. | 

James ſaid, he heard Mr. Packer fay, he had re- 
ceived a letter from the chancellor of the Exchequer, 
or ſhould nat have made fo much intereſt there. 

Cowper ſaid, that Bodell faid, Mr. Jenner and 
Mr, Taylor fhould have their penfions ſtopt, and 
that he had orders for it from Lord Chamberlain, 
becauſe ſome perfons had voted for the fitting-mem- 
bers. Badkyn, who appeared for the petitioners, 
gave out, that, if they diſobliged my Lord of 
Dorſet, they fhould be troubled with foldiers, and 
loſe the aſſizes. 


Payne and Wood faid, Leger declared he would 
NN have a place 
or his mother in college, of ei 
n * 
Page ſaid, Smith, who would have voted for the 
petitioners, had owned, the houſe, (which he claim. 
ed,) was not his, but Mr. Smith's of Windſor. 
They then read the following returns, 

28. Elia. indenture between the ſheriff and tweney. 


letter, he ſaid, was publickly 
went to the election, 
read. 
Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 
That the rig 


gh. 
That John Conyers, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


The faid reſolutions were read twice, and agreed 
to by the houſe. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petidon of John Conyers, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that et the laſt election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, the petitioner was one of the candidates, and 
had a majority of legal voices, and ought to, have 
been returned; but that, by admitting double voices 
for one and the fame burgage-hold, and permitting 
others to vote, who had no right, and by threats 
and ather undue practices, Henry Campion, eſquire, 
is returned as elected, in prejudice of the petitioner: 
and praying &c. | | 

Ordered, that the faid petition be heard at the 
bar on the 8th day of February. | 

Jan. 19. Ordered, that Mr. Conyers have leave to 
withdraw the faid petition. 


EASTLOW. 


HIS borough is fituate in the county of Corn-D'in 
parliament og: 
until the reign of Queen Elizabeth, from which * 


wall. It never ſent members to 

time I it hath ever fince done, The me- 

moirs I have met with of their elections, and matters 

relating thereto, are theſe. | 

April 6, 1571. The validity of this borough, 

to its right of ſending members, was (with others) 

ordered to be enquired of (ſee Cirenceſter.) : 
gth, Report was made of the validity of its bur- 

geſſes; and its charter to be elſewhere examined. 

(ſee as before.) | 
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Jan. 6, 1640. Reſolved upon queſtion, that Mr. 
Moyle ſhall not fit here as a member of this houſe, 
till his election be decided. 

May 5, 1650. Mr. Turner reported from the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, touching the 


double return for this borough, chat the mayor of 


the faid borough had, under his hand and ſeal, 
returned Henry Seymour and Jonathan Trelawney, 
eſquires, by ohe indenture, and George Trelly and 
Nathanael Moyle, eſquires, by another indenture; and 
opinion of the committee, that none of the ſaid 
merits of the cauſe be 


Reſolved, the mayor of this borough be ſum- 
moned to appear at the bar of this houſe, on Mon- 
day next come-fortnight, to anſwer his miſdemeanor, 
j ing an inſufficient return of members to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, and that he 
bear the charges of the ſaid fummons. 


double return for this borough ; that upon the 
examination of the matter of fact, the committee 
were of opinion, that Mr. Seymour and Mr. Tre- 
lawney ought to fit, and that the other indenture be 
withdrawn : whereto the houſe agreed. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of John Kendal, eſ- 
quire, complaining of an undue return of Sir Jonathan 
Trelawney, baronet, and Henry Seymour, eſquire, 
to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, in 
injury of the petitioner, who was duly elected, and 
ought to have been returned. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. But it 
was never 


May 12, 1727. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 


for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Lord Malpas, made maſter of the Robes. 


ESSEX. 


HIS county is bounded on the one ſide by 
the river Thames, and adjoins to the metro- 


teyit. polis of the kingdom. It ſent knights to the par- 


liament in the 22d of Edward the firſt, and ſo now 
continues to do: concerning theſe, I meet with no 
particular memoirs, until the reign of King Henry 


tet. the ſixth, when Sir Thomas Thorp, a baron of the 


Exchequer, repreſented this county, and was choſen 

er: in the vacation of parliament in the 32d 
year of King Henry the ſixth, an action was brought 
againſt him by the Duke of York, for certain treſ- 
paſſes, for which he recovered 1000 1. damages; 
and he was taken in execution for the ſame; where- 
upon the whole houſe of commons, preſented a pe- 
dition to the King, and Lords, for his enlargement; 
upon which the Duke of York made a repreſenta- 
tion to the parliament. — The matter was conſidered, 
and the King and Lords refuſed to diſcharge him ; 
whereupon the commons elected another Speaker.— 
This being a matter greatly affecting the privileges 
of parliament, I have thought the whole roll and 
proceedings, a proper part of the Appendix, and 
ſhall only thereupon obſerve ; that a baron of Ex- 
chequer was capable of a ſeat in the houſe of com- 
mans ; and alſo that this proceeding was entirely 
under the arbitrary influence of the Duke of York, 
and 'declared to be grievous by parliament in the 


x. firſt year of King Henry VII.—I meet with no 
|... farther memoirs relating to this county in this re- 


ſpect, till ſince the Revolution, after which theſe 
following do occur. 


Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of John Lamot Honey- 
wood, eſquire, complaining of an undue election 
and return for this county to ſerve in the preſent 
convention, and alſo of undue practices in the coro- 
ners of the ſaid county, was read. 

Ordered it to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 26. A petition of divers gentlemen, free- 
holders of this county, complaining of divers irregu- 
larities and abuſes, in ſeveral elections of knights of 
the ſhire for this county, was offered to the houſe, 
and the houſe being informed that ſeveral of the 
petitioners were at the door to own the ſame, | 

Reſolved, that the petitioners be called in. 

Accordingly they were bronght to the bar of the 
houſe by the ſerjeant with his mace, and owned the 
ſaid petition. 

And a motion being made, that this houſe will 
take into their conſideration the bringing in a bill 
for regulating elections for the future. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to Sir Francis Ruſſell, 
Colonel Tipping, Colonel Mildmay, Sir Chriſto- 
pher Muſgrave, Mr. Love, Mr. Herbert, Sir Tho- 
mas Clar Mr. Garway, Mr. Henry Polexfen, 
Mr. Sacheverell, Sir John Holt, Mr. Dalben, Mr. 
Hamden, Sir Thomas Lee, Lord Digby, Sir Ed- 
ward Harley, Major Wildman, Mr. Medlecot, Sir 
George Treby, Mr. Somers, Mr. Guiſe, Mr. Ar- 
nold, Mr. Eyres, Mr. Wogan, Mr. Baldwyn, Sir 
Henry Goodrick, Mr. Paul Foley, and Mr. Tho- 
mas Foley, to p a bill for that purpoſe : and 
they are to meet at four of the clock this afternoon, 
in the Speaker's chamber; and it is recommended 
to Sir George Treby, to take care of the bill. 

April 2, 1689. Sir Richard Temple reported 
from the committee of privileges and elections, the 
ſtate of the fact, upon the petition of Mr. Lamot 
Honey wood, which he delivered in at the table in 
writing; an abſtract whereof follows. 

The main queſtion was, whether the poll was 
duly cloſed. 

For Mr. Honeywood the petitioner, the counſel 
opened, that the day of election was the 1oth of 
January, and that upon the view, Colonel Mildmay 
and the petitioner appeared to have three or four to 
one, to what Captain Wroth had; that whereas the 
poll might have ended that day, the coroner had 
by ſeveral adjournments, continued it until the 
Tueſday after, and at laſt ſhut it up before all had 
polled for Mr. Mildmay and Mr. Honeywood, 


though Captain Wroth carried it but by 26 voices, 


the numbers being, | 
For Colonel Mildmay 1473, 
For Captain Wroth 1302, 
For the petitioner 1328. 

Lewis Preſcot faid, he went to the court-houſe 
on Thurſday, the day of election, about half an 
hour after ten the coroner came and read the Prince 
of Orange's letter: as ſoon as it was done, the 
whole multitude, above 1200, cried out a Mildmay 
and a Honeywood, and ſo continued for an hour: 
about half an hour after eleven, two chairs were 
brought to carry Colonel Mildmay and Mr. Honey- 
wood ; but whilſt they were brought, Mr. Wroth 
came with a party (as he believes) of 200 men and 
no more, and demanded a poll : Mr. Whitacre took 
it for Colonel Mildmay and Mr. Hongywood, and 
Mr. Hughes inſpected it, and two others took it 
for the coroners and Mr. Wroth: they polled about 
half an hour, and adjourned till three : about half 
an hour after the coroner came, and they one 

or 
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for about a quarter of an hour : then it was agreed 
to go into the church-yard, and have a view : Co- 


lonel Mildmay's and Mr. Honeywood's were on the 
right, and Mr. Wroth's on the left hand; and upon 
the view, the two former ſeemed to have near three 
to one: when they came back, they polled till about 
half an hour after five, and then adjourned till Fri- 
day, eight o'clock ; but the coroner came not till 
almoſt ten, after werds adjourned till three, but 
came not till four, and then polled till almoſt ſix, 
and adjourned till ſeven next morning, but came 
not till ten: from this day they adjourned till Mon- 
day, ten o'clock : they polled till two, and adjourn- 
ed till four : when he came, he polled till ſix, and 
adjourned till eight next morning, when he came, 
and had polled about three quartets of an hour: 

then he bid the crier make proclamation: he (the 
witneſs) then preſſed into court, and was told the 
poll was cloſed, but afterwards he was admitted to 
poll : that whilſt he was ſwearing, the crier' made 
proclamation that the poll was cloſed : he ſays, there 
were 150 crying out a Mildmay and a Honeywood, 
and ſome of them he knew had not polled : Mr. 
Whitacre was diſcharged on Monday about eleven 

o'clock. 

Haines ſaid, he was inſpector of the poll, and 
thoſe who voted for Colonel Mildmay and Mr. 
Honeywood, were checked, and the books taken 
from their hands: at the end of the poll they 
made three oyes's, as faſt as they could, whereupon 
Colonel Mildmay ſaid, you ought to keep a 
pauſe, I have not polled for Mr. Honey wood, nor 
he for me;” but the clerk cried oyes, and the poll 
was cloſed : he went off the bench, and there were 
a number of men to be polled, and one Byat was 
taking the names of thoſe who would have polled : 
and Haines ſaid, after the poll was cloſed, Mr. 
Whitacre and he would have inſpected che caſting 
up the poll, but were not admitted. 

Maſſey ſaid, he was there the whole time: that 
when the poll was cloſed, there were many to poll, 


and ſeveral perſons cried out to be polled, but they 


ſhut the book and ſaid, no more ſhould be polled : 
that ſeveral of them he knew to be freeholders, Par- 
ticularly one Chandler. 

Manwaring ſaid, there were ſeveral to poll, when 
oyes was made; ſo he perſuaded ſeveral of them to 
croud in, and he heard them to cry out they want- 
ed to be polled.—** I would pole Mildmay and 
Honeywood;” but preſently the books were ſhut 
up. 

Pyratt ſaid, he ſaw Thory the coroner ſhove 


thoſe from him who were on the ſide of the court 


next to Mr. Honeywood, and reached over his 
hand to them who were on the ſide next Mr. Wroth 
to poll: he was twice put back, and. then he and 
ſome others went where the 14 Prius was, and ſet 
down the names of thoſe who had not polled, of 
which he named ſeven he knew to be freeholders. 

Soams ſaid, he was preſent at ſetting down the 
names, and knew ſixteen of them, who had not 
polled, to be frecholders, whom he named, and they 
could not be polled; and ſaid, ſeveral were abuſed 
by rapping their fingers; that Villy told Sir Samuel 
Huſbands, he had given ſuch directions about 1 it, the 
poll could not fail. 

Abbot ſaid, the election laſted from Thurſday till 
Tueſday ; that he knew fifteen, whom he named, 
who had not polled,” and were freeholders ; that 
they cried out and could not be heard and he was 
one who took the names, 

Pentori ſaid, he requeſted them not to ſpeak, un- 
leſs they were freeholdets; they anſwered, that they 


of Ess Ex. 


would ſwear i it, particularly Edward Harrington and 
Thomas London. 
Green ſaid, he knew Marſh: and Taylor (who aa 
they had not polled) to be freeholders. : 
So they gave account of about forty-one who 


were ſrecholders, and Wh were put down in a 
paper, immediately after the * paper was cloſed, who* Seeg 


declared they would have voted for C olonel Mild. 
may and Mr. Honey wood. 

For the ſitting - member it was agreed, the poll 
was carried on as before ſaid, but the queſtion was, 
Whether thoſe who were refuſed. offered before the 
poll was cloſed ? that there were five proclamations , 
and when the poll was cloſed, there were thoſe who 
wanted to poll for Mr. Wroth, as well as for the 
petitioner, 

Thomas Winnel faid, that about an hundred of 
them agreed to go down, to Sir Thomas Fanſhaw 
and Mr. Maynard, but hearing they did ſtand, they 
did not intend to go; but after, when they heard 
Mr. Wroth ſtood, they went: that with difficulty 
they got in, but ſome went away, and did not poll, 
becauſe of the number; and knowing they were for 
Mr. Wroth, they were Joſtled and hindered t to come: 
that on Tueſday, coming from Colcheſter, he over- 
took about fourteen coming for Mr. Wreth, who 
told him, they intended to poll for him; and when 
he came to Chelmsford, they were cloſing the 


books; and he believes, about ſixty for Mr. Wroth | 


were then to be polled. _ 

Lee ſaid, that he aſſiſted at the poll, as "clerk, 
at the coroner's requeſt ; and that, as faſt as they 
were ſworn, he ſet down their names ; and they were 
inſpected: Mr, Haynes was for Mr. Honeywood 
and Mr. Mildmay : that it continued from Thurſ- 
day till Tueſday, about ten or eleven o'clock : 
that the court being thin, the coroner ordered the 
crier to make proclamation, with three oyes' S, and 
then Mr. Preſcot came and polled and two after- 
wards : after that, two other "proclamations, with 
two oyes's, that, ** if there were any other free- 
holders, they ſhould come and poll :” that there was 
about half an hour between them all : that there was 
a confuſed noiſe. alter the poll was cloſed ; ſome 
cried, *©* ſhut up the books;“ and others called for 
a poll: that they carried away the books on Satur- 
day, when about . cried, © Run, knock them 
down, take away the books ;” which was the reaſon 
they did not admit them at caſting up the books : 
that colonel Mildmay did fay, * You ſhould make 
a little longer ſtay betwixt the proclamations, and 
he had not polled yet ;” but he did not fee them 
lay their hands 6n the book, or offer themſelyes to 
poll : that at the time of the laſt proclamation, 
there was great ſilence. 

Neal ſaid, he was one of the clerks, and the poll 
was carried on fairly: that three oyes's were made, 
and there were ſeven quakers, to one of whom he 
held out the book, and he refuſed to ſwear; and 
ſaid, the reſt would do the ſame : that the court 
was very thin, and any might come to poll who 
would: that colonel Mildmay's men were very out- 
rageous, which was the reaſon they did not let them 
in at the caſting up the books, but ſet a watchman 
at the door, to keep them from breaking open the 
doors: he ſaid, the two coroners, the other clerk, 
and himſelf, were at caſting them up; and doth 
not know, that any one demanded entrance to ſec 
them caſt up. 

Geofrey Lee ſaid, he was employed as a ſwearer: 
that three oye3's were made very deliberately, and 
then came Mr. Preſcot, whom he ſwore by captain 
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Wroth's order; and then two more; then ſtaid a 
conſiderable time, and none came, neither for Mr. 
Mildmay or Mr. Honeywood : at laſt colonel Mild- 
may faid to Mr. Wroth, © Don't let any more 
trouble of adjournments be, but Jet us cloſe the 
books; and the coroner went away with the 
books. _ | 

Robinſon ſaid, he was preſent when the poll was 
cloſed, and oyes made three times with deliberation 
and when the poll was cloſed, he ſaw no one offer 
for Mr. Mildmay, or Mr. Hoheywood, but a par- 
cel of quakers, who durſt not come there to give 
their oath. 

Herne ſaid, that Wright and Chaundler were 
polled, though they ſaid they were not. 

White ſaid, that Corniſh of Southbenfleet, not 
18 years old, polled for his father ; and near twenty, 
who came for Mr. Wroth, came after the poll was 
cloſed, and could not be polled. 

Clark ſaid, he was going to be polled; Mr. 
Wroth ſhoved him down : that his friend being 
weakly, could not get to be polled, and went away. 

How ſaid, he came to Chelmsford on Sunday, 
but could not get polled till Monday late : and on 
Tueſday, when the people cried © a Mildmay and 
a Honeywood,” colonel Mildmay rebuked them, 
and ſaid, Mr. Wroth is fairly elected.“ 

Burling faid, he being on Tueſday near Mr. 
Wroth's chair (upon the rabble's crying out © a 
Mildmay and a Honeywood”) colonel -Mildmay 
checked them; ſaying, © it is a Mildmay and a 
Wroth; it is a fair election, therefore hold your 
tongues.” . 

That colonel Mildmay gave a large account of 
the election: and, upon the whole, the committee 
reſolved, 

That John Wroth, eſquire, is duly elected a 
Enight of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this county : whereto the houſe agreed. 

March 24. A petition of Sir Anthony Abdy and 
Sir Eliab Harvey, knights, was read; ſhewing, 
that they were elected as Knights of the ſhire for 
this county, by the majority of legal voters; and 
more would have voted for them, if they might 
have had time to poll, had the poll not ſurpriſingly 
cloſed as it was; yet, nevertheleſs, John Lemot 
Honey wood, eſquire, ſheriff of this county, com- 
bining and confederating with Henry Mildmay, eſ- 
quire, and Sir Francis Maſham, hath returned, as 
knights of the ſaid ſhire, them as duly elected; 
many indirect practices being uſed by the ſheriff's 
clerks in taking the poll, and otherwiſe; as will be 
made appear : and praying they may have an hear- 
ing before, and juſtice of, the honourable houſe ; 
and that the ſheriff may be ordered to deliver a copy 
of the poll to the petitioners. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 


vileges and elections, to examine and report the 


matter, with their opinion. 

Oct. , 1690. A petition of the ſaid Sir Anthony 
Abdy, and Sir Eliab Harvey, to the like effect, was 
read, and was referred in like manner : but no re- 


port appears to be made. 


Jan. 17, 1692. A petition of Sir Eliab Harvey, 
was read ; ſhewing, that upon the death of Henry 
Mildmay, one of the knights of the ſhire for this 
county, the petitioner, and one John Lemot Ho- 
neywood, were candidates; where the petitioner was 
duly choſen, and had ſome hundreds of other free- 
holders that would have voted for him, had not 
the ſheriff cloſed the poll ſooner than he ought to 
have done; and ſeveral indirect practices were uſed 
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by the high. ſheriff and his agents: and praying the 
conſideration of the houſe &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 10. Ordered the report to be made upon 
Tueſday morning next, at eleven o'clock. 

14th. Serjeant Trenchard reported the matter up- 
on the ſaid petition; That it appeared, Mr. Ho- 
neywood, on caſting up the poll, had 148 more 
than the petitioner. 

But the petitioner inſiſted, there had been a great 
many abuſes committed in taking, and cloſing the 
poll: and called, 

Mr. Wroth, Mr. Moor, and Sir Edward Turner; 
who ſaid, they were preſent at the election: that 
Sir Eliab Harvey had deſired of the ſheriff, that it 
might be taken at the court-houſe, as uſual, but it 
was refuſed by him; and he went into a booth, 
which he had cauſed to be built near the ſaid court- 
houſe : that the ſaid booth was not ſo commodious 
for the taking the poll, in regard the ſheriff could 
not ſee all that were ſworn; and was fo filled up 
with Mr. Honeywood's men, that thoſe who would 
have voted for Sir Eliab Harvey could not get 
in; and particularly, Sir Edward Turner was ob- 
liged to get over the booth to get in: that Sir 
Eliab Harvey defired that the poll might be ad- 
journed till next day, becauſe many of his friends 
would not come till then, not expecting the poll 
would be over that night; and that Sir Eliab of- 
fered to make oath of it : that two perſons came 
before the laſt book was cloſed, and demanded to 
be polled for Sir Eliab Harvey, but were not ad- 
mitted : that Sir Edward Turner demanded a ſcru- 
tiny, and the ſheriff ſaid, he would conſider of it : 
that upon inſpecting the poll,- they found many, 
who voted for Sir Eliab Harvey, were ſet down for 
Mr. Honeywood, and the cypher altered, and made 
the figure of one. 

Mr. Kendal and Mr. Blakiſton ſaid, they heard 
one, who polled for Sir Eliab Harvey, aſked by the 
inſpector, if he had received any money for his 
vote, or horſe-hire. 

And that Mr. Gent ſaid, they had two ſorts of 
oaths : that they firſt aſked who they were for; if 
they ſaid for Sir Eliab Harvey, they were ſwore 
they had forty ſhillings a year, all charges borne ; 
and if they were for Mr. Honeywood, they left out 
theſe words, all charges borne :” that this was 
done to two or three perſons, but knows not at 
what poll it was, 

Mr. Trahern ſaid, that Mr. Sheffield, who was 


the ſheriff”s captain, and alſo under-ſheriff, deſired 


him not to vote for Sir Eliab Harvey ; and told 
him, if he did, my Lord of Oxford would demand 
his commiſſion from him. 

Mr. Patch ſaid, he ſaw Mr. Traherne come to 
poll, and Sheffield held up his wand, and bid him 
have a care what he did, for he promiſed to be 
neuter : that three, who polled for Mr. Honeywood, 
had no eſtate to qualify them to vote: that he 
knew of ſeveral who would have come the next day 
for Sir Eliab Harvey; but ſaid, it was put up in 
the market-place, that the poll would be ended in 
one day, if poſſible : that he ſaw one polled for Sir 
Eliab Harvey, wrote for Mr. Honeywood. 

That captain Brown ſaid, that he heard captain 
Reves ſay, he had a letter from his colonel for to 
vote for him, and that he would oblige him to vote 
for neither; otherwiſe he would have voted for Sir 
Eliab Harvey. 
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Mr. Lee ſaid, he voted for Sir Eliab Harvey; 
had no application made to him to vote for Mr. 


Honeywood ; but ſeveral ſaid, captain Hudſon 
threatned them, if they would vote for Sir Eliab 


Harvey. | 

Mr. Searl and Freeborn ſaid, they met thirty or 
forty next day coming to vote for Sir Eliab Harvey : 
and Mr. Jones ſaid, he met ſeveral of his neigh- 
bours coming. . 

Thory ſaid, Sheffield came to Mr. 1 
the day before the election, and ſaid, Now, Sir, 
who will carry the day ?” and that an hour before 


the poll was over, Mr. Toller folded up the book, 


and was abſent for an hour before the books were 
ſealed up; and the day after the election he ſaw 
twenty, who ſaid they were coming to vote for Sir 


Eliab Harvey. 


French ſaid, he knew of thirty : and Mr. Green 
ſaid, he knew of twelve, who were coming to vote 
for Sir Eliab Harvey. a 

Palmer ſaid, that John Palmer, Simon Anſley, 
and Samuel Barrell, came and voted for Mr. Ho- 
nywood, who had no right; and that he ſaw the 
oath pronounced to ſeveral who did not kiſs the 
book: and that Daniel Portman ſaid, Richard Oli- 
ver and George Staines had no freeholds : that 
Bridge ſaid, that ſix who had polled for Mr. Ho- 
nywood declared, they would poll again; and that 
they thruſt up to the bar of another poll: and that 
one Stoakes ſaid, there were ſeveral quakers, and 
that captain Moſely ſaid, © bring the names, and 
I will enter them :” and William Parkins ſaid, he 
had five ſhillings of Mr. Honywood. 

That Pounſel ſaid, he polled for Mr. Honey- 
wood, and had eight ſhillings given him by Mr. 
Wheeler for his charges and horſe-hire. 

Baite ſaid, that after the election he ſaw a great 
many mean people about Mr. Honywood, who 
aſked, ** if they were all paid?” and they ſaid, no;” 
whereupon Mr. Honywood ſaid, they ſhould be 
all ſatisfied.” 

That Chaundler ſaid, he voted for Sir Eliab 
Harvey, and had eight ſhillings for horſe-hire and 
charges: that Harris and Philips had eight ſhil- 
lings each; and N. Harris and his ſon had five 
ſhillings each ; John Engliſh had his horfe-hire : 
they all lived at Colcheſter, and voted for Mr. 
Honeywood. | 

Sidley ſaid, Bruce, King, and Garret, had eight 
ſhillings each ; Poley had no right, and had five 
ſhillings ; William Sayer had no right, and had ſix 


ſhillings, as they told him, and voted for Mr. Ho- 


neywood : that he voted for Sir Eliab Harvey, and 
had five ſhillings for horſe-hire, and three ſhil- 
lings for charges. 

For the ſitting-member, was called Mr, Sheffield, 
the under-ſheriff ; who ſaid, the high-ſheriff had 
commanded him. to give timely notice of the elec- 


. tion, which he did do in the moſt remarkable mark- 


et-towns in the county, in writing : he began to 
give notice the latter end of December, that the 
election would be on the 1oth of January, and, if 
poſſible, he would end it in one day : that he had 
order from the high-ſheriff to acquaint Sir Eliab 
Harvey, that the eleftion would be in the ſame 
manner the laſt was, and accordingly left word with 
his ſon: that he heard Sir Eliab had his meſſage, 
by a letter he received from Sir Eliab : that the 
quarter-ſefſions happened the ſame day as the elec- 
tion, and therefore the ſheriff thought fit to adjourn 
to the booth ; which was made in ſuch a manner, 
that there were ſix clerks on each ſide : that the 


partition was but breaſt high, and the ſheriff, turn. 


ing himſelf about, could ſee to any part of the 


booth: that there were twelve clerks appointed, 
and ſworn by the ſheriff : that there were twelve in. 
ſpectors of each ſide, and every frecholder ſworn, 
to the beſt of his knowledge : that at Sir Ekah 
Harvey's requeſt the poll was adjourned for an 
hour; and they went to the court-houſe, and gave 
notice to the people by proclamation, that they 
ſhould come to the booth : that the poll began 
about one o'clock, and lacking about four, they 
ſent to the market-place, and made proclamation 
for the people to come and poll: and did after- 
wards the ſame at the booth : that for two hours to. 


gether there were not above thirty people that poll. - 


ed; knew none denied, but one who came to poll 
for Mr. Honywood ; and the reaſon was, becauſe 
he came too late: that they made the clerks ſign 
and ſeal the books reſpectively ; and Mr. Wroth, 
and ſeveral others, who were for Sir Eliab, were at 
caſting them up, and ſaw the ſeal broke open. 

Major Loyd ſaid, he was ſuperviſor for Mr. Ho- 
nywood, and one Mr. Bradbury, at the ſame booth, 
for Sir Eliab Harvey; who took care, that thoſe 
who came to poll ſhould lay their hands cloſe to 
the book, and be ſet down fair: that ſeveral pro- 
clamations were made to come to the poll; and 
after each two or three would come and poll; and 
ſo for an hour together: that at laſt, when none 
came, the ſheriff called for candles, and was a long 
time ſealing up the book : that the oath was, that 
they had forty ſhillings per annum freehold, and 
that they had not been before ſworn ; and the ſame 
given to all indifferently. 

That colonel Deſborow ſaid, he was preſent, and 
did not ſee any man but who was ſworn, and no 
interruption at all; and at the ſame book there 
was an inſpector for Sir Eliab Harvey. 

Mr. Hudſon ſaid, he came into court when they 
began to poll, and kept moving, and went to ſe- 
veral books, and all he ſaw was fair: that to ten 
books he found inſpeRors. and at the eleventh none 
anſwered ; but one had been fixed to that book, 
which was the beſt on Sir Eliab Harvey's ſide : 
that there were inſpectors for Sir Eliab Harvey at 
every book : that proclamation was made at the 


- moſt conſiderable inns in town; and for the laſt 


half hour, not above twenty polled : that the ſhe- 
riff could ſee almoſt over the booth; and when the 
poll was cloſed, he could go round on the outſide 
of the booth, and not touch a man: that he ſpoke 
to ſome to be for Mr. Honywood ; but told them, 
he would not court them : and that the alteration 
of cyphers into figures was done in court, by di- 


rection of the inſpectors, to amend miſtakes by the 


clerks faſt writing. 

Mr. Fowler ſaid, his book was the laſt open, and 
not more than ten came in two hours: that at laft 
came a young man to poll, but was a minor, and 
went back; and one Engliſh, who would have 
polled for Mr. Honywood, but came too late. 

Butler ſaid, he was a ſwearer at one book, and 
every man ſworn by him ; and the ſame oath given 
to all : that after four, none was polled at his book. 

Upon the whole, the committee came to this 
reſolution, 

That John Lemot Honywood, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this county. 

That Sir Eliab Harvey is not duly elected a knight 
of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
county. 2 | 
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That the eleftion for a knight to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this county, in the place of 
Henry Mildmay, eſquire, deceaſed, is a void elec- 
tion. 

The ſaid reſolutions were read twice; and, on the 
ſecond reading, the firſt was diſagreed to. 

June 14, 1715. A petition of Robert Hony- 
wood, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt 
election for this county, the petitioner, and William 
Harvey ſenior, eſquire, were candidates: that many 
perſons were admitted to poll for the ſaid Mr. Har- 
vey, Who had no right ſo to do, and other illegal 
practices were uſed for the ſaid Mr. Harvey; by 
which means he has procured himſelf to be returned, 
to the prejudice of the petitioner, who had a legal 
majority, and ought to haye been returned : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and report the ſame, with their opinion ; 
and ordered an inſtruction to the committee, to hear 


July 7. Ordered it be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittee, that they hear the matter of the ſaid petiti- 
on on Wedneſday ſevennighr. 

19th. Ordered, that the committee, who were to 
hear the ſame to-morrow, do hear it on to-morrow 
fortnight. 

Aug. 3. Ordered to be heard before the committee 


on this day fortnight. 


17th. Ordered, that the committee of privileges 
and elections be diſcharged from hearing the mat- 
ter of Robert Honywood, eſquire, complaining of 
an undue election and return for the county, dur- 
ing this ſeſſion of parliament. 

Feb. 21. Ordered the laſt order be diſcharged, and 
that the ſaid complaint be heard on the 4th day of 
April next. 

May 12, 1716. Ordered, that the report be re- 
ceived on Thurſday next. 

17th, Mr. Hampden, according to order, re- 
ported the matter upon the ſaid petition. 

That the committee had examined the merits of 
the election: 

That the poll was, for Mr. Harvey 2,541, 

for Mr. Honywood 2,517: 

That the petitioners added three to the poll; viz. 

One, who voted for the petitioner, and was wrote 
down for Mr. Harvey; another, who voted for the 
petitioner, and was ſet down for Mr. Middleton, 
who was dead; and another, who was undercaſt on 
the petitioner's poll. 

And they objected to 157 of Mr. Harvey's vot- 
ers, and produced evidence, who diſqualified 142, 
under the following heads. | 

One, a mo r out of poſſeſſion; two voted 
for reverſions, and fix for leaſcholds ; ſix purchaſed 
within a year before the election, ſeven were mi- 
nors, ſeven were vicars, and four ſchoolmaſters, not 
rated; twenty-one no frecholders, eight had free- 
holds under value, who were not rated, and eighty 


were in none of the publick rates; and the other 


fifteen were not diſqualified by evidence. 

That the counſel for Mr. Harvey objected to 251 
of the petitioner's voters, and gave evidence to diſ- 
qualify 112 viz. 

One, a mortgager out of poſſeſſion ; one, a ſchool- 
maſter, not rated ; two, purchaſed within an year 
before the election; two were minors ; four received 
charity ; fourteen had freeholds, rated under value; 
four had freeholds, proved by witneſſes to be under 
value; and fixty-two were not rated. 


A 
< 


As to 117 other perſons, objected to by Mr, 
Harvey, the evidence was as follows ; viz. 

Sixty-four were objected to, as not rated; viz, 
fifteen upon the evidence of James Witham, and 
forty-nine upon the evidence of James Harvey; 
who ſaid, they had inſpected the rates produced by 
the petitioner, and did not find theſe names there : 
but owned, they were ſtrangers to the country, and 
did not know the places, or the perſons, of which 
they ſpoke, or whether they had any tenants rated 
or not. And 53 others were objected to, as not 
being in any rate : but they owned, that twenty- 
ſeven were in ſome of the rates; and for the ret, 
they could ſpeak to the poors-rate only, or the 
land-tax, and not to both rates. 

That the objections to 22 other voters were not 
proved. 

To qualify 42 of Mr. Harvey's voters, it was 
inſiſted by the counſel, that 13 were good votes, 
though not rated; viz. five vicars, four parſons, 
and four ſchoolmaſters. Two were proved to be 
freeholds of value, and twenty-ſeven were proved to 
be rated in their own, or tenants names; which an- 
ſwered the objections made to them. 

That the petitioner's counſel, in reply, alledged, 
that ſix, which had been diſqualified, as not having 
freeholds, and not named in any rate, were only 
miſnomers upon the poll, by literal miſtakes of the 
clerks ; ſuch as Bilſden for Pilſden, Stoke for Stuck: 
and they proved by the rates, that fourteen were 
rated, though Mr. Harvey's witneſſes ſaid the con- 
trary, who inſpected the rates. 

That the petitioner's counſel qualified the four- 
teen, and falſified ſeveral of Mr. Harvey's witneſſes : 
whereupon the committee reſolved, 

That William Harvey, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this county. 

That Robert Honywood, eſquire, 1s duly elected 
a knight of this ſhire to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this county. | 

The ſaid reſolutions were twice read, and agreed 
unto by the houſe, 

And the return ordered to be amended. 


EVESHAM. 


HIS borough is in the county of Worceſter, 

and returned repreſentatives to a parliament 
called by Edward the firſt, but diſcontinued until 
the 1ſt of James the firſt ; when he reſtored it, and 
incorporated it. Thus Dr. Willis writes, but I do 
not find Mr. Prynn takes any notice of it: and I 
obſerve Dr. Willis writes, the parliament they re- 
turned to was 23 Edw. I. which is before the com- 
mencement of Mr, Prynn's liſts, which begin 
26 Edw. I. The memoirs relating to its elections, 
I have met with, are theſe. 

Nov. 9, 1640. The buſineſs concerning the elec- 
tion of ſerjeant Croſby, and Mr. Coventry, and Mr. 
Sandys, is referred to the committee of privileges. 

July 12, 1660. Sir Edward Turner reported, from 
the committee of privileges and elections, the caſe 
upon the return of members to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough : That, upon the exa- 
mination of the fact, they found it admitted, that 


John Egiock, eſquire, one of thoſe returned, had 


the greater number of voices; and that the queſtion 
was betwixt Sir Thomas Rouſe, who is returned 
with Mr. Egiock, and Mr. Andrews the petitioner ; 
and that it appeared upon the poll taken, that Sir 


Thomas Rouſe had a greater number of voices than 
Mr. 
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Mr. Andrews, and therefore is duly elected, and 
dught to ſit: and thereto the houſe agreed. 

Nov. 3, 1669. A petition of Sir James Ruſhout, 
complaining of an undue return made of Sir John 
Hanmer to ſerve for this borough, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 

22d. Sir Job Charleton reported, from the ſaid 
committee, the ſtate of the caſe; and the queſtions 

| ariſing thereupon were, 1. Whether the mayor, al- 
dermen, and capital burgeſſes only, or the bur- 
geſſes at large, had the right of election. 2. Whe- 
ther the election was good or void. 3. Who had 
the majority of voices. And the committee were 
of opinion, that the common burgeſſes had voices 
in election, and that the election by the mayor, al- 
dermen, and chief burgeſſes, was not good; that 
the election was not void; that Sir James Ruſhout 

had the majority of voices, and was duly elected. 

The queſtion was put to agree with the committee, 
chat the right of election is in the commen burgeſ- 
ſes, and that the ſelect election by the mayor, alder- 
men and chief burgeſſes, was not good. It was 
agreed and the matter being debated whether 
the denial of the poll did void the election, the 
queſtion was put to agree with the commitee, that 
the election is not void, and on a diviſion it was 
diſagreed to. 

Reſolved, that the mayor of this borough be 
ſent for in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending 
this. houſe, for his miſdemeanor, in making the 
return for this borough, and denying the poll. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do certify the Lord 


Keeper of the great ſeal of England, that the houſe = 
have this day reſolved the election to be void, that 


was lately made upon the death of Sir Abraham Cul- 
len, who lately ſerved a member of the houſe of 
commons for this borough; deſiring a writ may 
iſſue forth for the electing a new member to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament in his place and ſtead. 

Dec. 9, 1695. A petition of Sir Ruſhout Cullen, 
baronet, was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner 
was elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough, but that Henry Parker, 
eſquire, by illegal practices, has procured himſelf 

to be returned for this borough, in wrong of the 

petitioner ; deſiring the houſe would appoint a day 
to hear the petition, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 


EXETER. 


See Pole's HIS city is ſituated within - the county of 
MS. Hiſt. Devon, and the capital of the ſee or diocefe 
8 of this name. It is of great antiquity, and account- 
autog. J. ed for in Doomſday- book as the King's demeaſne 
Pole, bar. (vide Appendix) and hath been held by grant from 


_— Henry I. by Maud the King's conſort; and in 


Willis King John's time, Iſabel his conſort held ir in dower. 


Notitia, It was repreſented in parliament from the firſt par- 
vol. Il liament called by Edward the firſt, and in 27th of 
Edward the third, I find the writ was directed to 
Brady, 65. the mayor and bailiffs. Vobis predpimus firmiter in- 

jungentes, quod duos burgenſes de provectioribus diſcre- 


tioribus et magis expertis Burgenſibus civitatis pred. de 


aſſenſu ejuſdem civitatis fine delatione eligi, Sc. Ita 
"quod tidem burgen pro ſe et communitate civitatis, &c. 
ſuſſictentem Poteſtatem babent. The return was on the 
back of the writ, | 

: 2 


EXETER. 


Johes Spicer, 

Roberti de Brideport — William Wa 

R ; Willus Sleg 
% de Hugheſon, * Richard . 


 Reſponſio Roberti de Brideport, majoris civitati; 
Exon, et Richardi Oliver et Thome Spicer, ballivorum 


ejuſdem civit. ac communitatis civitatis predifte tali: 
ot; quod ipft eligerunt predifios Robertum de Brideport 
et Robertum de Hugheton, burgenſes difte civitatis ad 
faciendum ſecundum tenorem iſtius brevis. But I find 
in the 27 Hen. VI. the ſheriff of Devonſhire re. 
turned the citizens for this city, as appears by the 
indenture in the Appendix. 

By this it appears, the repreſentatives were only 
called burgeſſes, but in more modern times they are 
ſtiled citizens, owing to the charter of King Henry 
the eighth; whereby, and by act of parliament, it 
became a county, and the writs are directed to the 
ſheriff, who makes the returns. The memoirs relat- 
ing to its elections, which I have met with ſince this 
new incorporation, are theſe. 

March 26, 1628. Mr. Hackwill reporteth from 
the committee for privileges for Exeter, Mr. Lynn 
and Mr. .. returned by one indenture, and 
Mr. Lynn and Mr. Jordan, by another — A pre- 
ſcription, the mayor and common council nominated 
four, out of which the burgſſes choſe two: That 
the mayor and twenty-four. nominated Mr. Lynn, 
Mr. Martyn, and two others, but not Mr. Jordan; 
but that Mr. Jordan was choſen by the greater num- 
ber than Mr. Martyn; that the ſheriff upon the nomi- 
nation of the four had ſaid, they might chooſe ano- 
ther; that the late elections according as now for 
Mr. Jordan, 

Upon queſtion, the election and return of Mr. 
Jordan good, and he to ſerve, and the other inden- 
ture to be taken off the file by the clerk of the Crown. 

Jan. 2oth. ' Motion, that Mr. Lynn being 
choſen mayor of this city, might be diſcharged and 
a new choſen; but ruled, that being a member of 
the houſe, he was elected mayor, he ought'to ſerve 
here, and he is to be ſent for to attend the ſervice of 
the houſe if he come not ſhortly. 

30th. Moved, that where Mr. Jordan's s election 
made by the commons of Exeter, allowed by the 
houſe, and that made by the magiſtrates rejected, the 
magiſtrates do now refuſe to pay Mr. Jordan any 
wages, out of lands given the city for that purpoſe, 
but pay the other burgeſs. 

The conſideration thereof referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges, to be the next caſe after that of 
Flynt, and they to report their opinion therein to the 
houſe, for further proceedings therein; and upon 
queſtion reſolved, that Mr. Lynn, mayor of the 
ſaid city, be ſent for to the Bout by a letter from 
Mr. Speaker. 

e d ae be Segen of 
Exeter, now in town, to attend the committee for 
privileges, about Mr. Jordan's wages; and the 
ſending for the tuo aldermen agreed upon by 
the committee of privileges to be ſent for, ſhall 
beRayed. 

April 16, 1640. This city a town and county. 
The writ to be delivered to the ſheriff. The mayor 
defires to know, whether he ſhall ſerve or no. 
Ordered, that the caſe of the mayor of this city, 
be referred to the committee of privileges to look in- 
to precedents, and to take order for the ſertling it 
hereafter. 

June 4, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections on the double 


return for this city; that, upon examination 2 
acts 
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were duly elected, and ought to fit : whereto the city: to which the houſe agreed. 
: houſe did agree Dec. 2, 1695. A petition of Sir Edward Sey- 
q March. 24, 1680. A petition of the citizens and mour, baronet, and John Snell, eſquire, was read; | 
4 freemen of this city was read, touching the election ſhewing, that the petitioners were duly elected by | 
for this city. the majority of votes to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
K Ordered, that it be heard at the bar of this ment for this city; but that Mr. Tyley and Mr. 
houſe on this day three weeks. the parliament was Sey ward by menaces and bribes, and by combinati- 
d diſſolved before the time. on with the ſheriff of the ſaid city, have obtained a 
a May 8, 1689. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do return in prejudice of the petitioners right: and 
4 iſſue his warrant to the clerk of the crown, to iſſue praying the conſideration of the houſe. 
* out a new writ for the electing of a citizen to Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
„ ſerve in this preſent parliament for this city, in the leges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 
3 room of Sir Henry Polexfen, who is now promoted port it, with their opinion. No report appears. 
4 to be Lord Chief Juſtice of the court of Common 
4 Pleas. 
4 June 20th. A petition of Hugh Speke, eſ- 1 
or quire, was read; ſhewing, that on the 6th inſtant 
was the election for one of the citizens for this city, T HIS is a very antient borough ſituate in the 
r. in the room of Sir Henry Polexfen, now Lord Chief county of Suffolk; and was ſuch at the time 
12 Juſtice of the court of Common Pleas; that the of the general ſurvey, having then twenty-five bur- 
n. petitioner and one Chriſtopher Beale, the now pre- geſſes. It is now a town corporate, governed by Brady, 6. | 
18 tended Mayor, were candidates, and the petitioner two bailiffs, a recorder, ten principal or ſuperior, inis, 1 
nd had then been choſen, had not the ſaid Beale bribed and twenty-four inferior burgeſſes; and has been 1749. 53. i 
of ſeveral perſons, and brought ſeveral out of priſon repreſented in parliament ever ſince anno 13 Eliz. | 
Te and almſhouſes, to give their votes for him; many The following memoirs, in regard to its eleCtions, 
of of them ſtriking ſeveral that appeared to vote for are to be found in the Journals. 
the petitioner, which cauſed a great riot, and many April 6, 1571, An enquiry was directed to be 
on of the petitioner's friends who had votes, went away made concerning the right of election of members 
he for fear of murder; whereby the ſaid Beale procured for this borough. [See Cirenceſter.] 
the himſelf to be returned by Edward Seaward, the now gth. A report made of their validity, and their 
ny pretended ſheriff, in wrong of the petitioner: and charters to be examined elſewhere. [See as before.] 
ſe, praying to appoint a ſhort day for him to make out Nov. 10, 1675. Information being given to the 
his ſuggeſtions. houſe, that a writ having been ſent and delivered 
m- - Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- to the high-ſheriff of the county of Suffolk, for e- 
of leges to examine the matter, and report it with their lecting a burgeſs for this borough, and the election 
the Opinion. being paſt for a week ſince, he had hitherto neg- 
on Aug.'6th. Colonel Birch n from the ſaid lected to make return of the writ, to the injury of 
the committee the ſtate of the caſe upon chis petition, the member elected. 
om viz. Ordered, that the high - ſneriff of the county of 
It was inſiſted by the petitioner, that the election Suffolk be ſummoned to attend, to give account at 
of was diſturbed by ſeveral butchers and others, and the bar of the houſe of his neglect, in not returning 
for that it was a void election: and called the ſaid writ. | 
the Mr. Robins, who ſaid, he was at the election 11th. Reſolved, that the meſſenger which was 
by during the whole time, and that one Frew was ſent to ſummon the high-ſheriff of Suffolk, to attend 
all knocked down, and if any perſon called out againſt at the bar of this houſe, be recalled. 
Mr. Beale, the butchers cried, ** knock them down ;” 12th. A petition of George Welſh, eſquire, com- 
ty. and that though it was deſired that the butchers plaining of the undue election of Robert Reeves, 
yor be polled, yet it was not done; that it was agreed eſquire, to ſerve as a burgeſs for this borough, in 
that no freeholder, who lived in the out-county, wrong ef the petitioner, was read. 
ty, ſhould vote, yet ſeveral were admitted to vote for Reſolved, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
in- Mr. Beale; and that one time, as he thought, vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
it he heard a clear voice for Mr. Speke. Hamlyn and matter, with their opinion. This petition continued 
Others ſaid to the like purpoſe. before the committee, until February 1677, when 
the For Mr. Beale, the counſel inſiſted, Mr. Speke Feb. 12th. Sir Thomas Meres reported from the 
ble had but 25 voices, and Mr. Bale had 526, and the faid committee the ſtate of the caſe, and that the 
= poll was carried on with all fairneſs ; and called, committee had reſolved, 
acts ' 
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fact, it appeared there was a tumult at the time of 
the election, and that three queſtions were in the 
caſe, viz. Whether there was ſuch a force as made 
the election void; 2. Whether the ſheriff did duly 
take the poll, and whether the freemen of the place 
alone, or the freemen and the freeholders together, 
had right to elect; and that the committee reſolved 
thereon, that although there was a tumult, yet there 
was not ſuch force as to make the election void; 
that the poll was duly taken by the ſheriff, and that 
the right of election belonged to the freemen ; and 
were therefore of opinion, that both ſerjeant John 
Maynard, who had a greater number of the freemens 
votes than Mr. Richard Ford, and Thomas Bamp- 
fyld, eſquire, who is returned by both indentures, 


Mr, Whithead, who ſaid, he was preſent during 


the whole election, and ſaid, what diſturbance was 

was occaſioned by ſome perſon coming in, and 
would not withdraw, and that it was a very peacea- 
ble election, and that the way was made for any one 
who would come in competition; that the competi- 
tion was for 5 or 6 hours between Mr. Bampfield 
and Mr. Beale, and then about 25 polled for Mr. 
Speke, and proclamation was made for about three 
quarters of an hour. 

Crocker ſaid, there was no violence uſed, and 
proclamations were duly made, and none hindered 
from voting for Mr. Speke. Upon the whole, the 
committee reſolved, 

That Chriſtopher Beale, eſquire, is duly elected 
a citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


Qqq That 


242 


The County and Town of FLINT. 


That Robert Reeves, eſq; is duly elected a burgeſs 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough : 
to which the houſe agreed. 

Oct. 28, 1680. A petition of Sir Charles Gaudy 


and Sir Robert Reeves, touching the election for 


this borough, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Dec. 8. Sir Richard Corbet reported, the ſaid 
committee had taken the ſame into conſideration, 
and had reſolved, 

That Sir Charles Gaudy is not duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. | 

That Sir Robert Reeve is not duly elected a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That Charles Fox, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

That George Welſh, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : all which reſolutions being twice read, 
were agreed to by the houſe. 

Ordered, the clerk of the Crown do attend to- 
morrow morning, to amend the return. 

The houſe, taking notice of the ſeveral abuſes 
and miſdemeanors committed in this borough and 
corporation relating to elections, and otherwiſe, 

Ordered, a committee be appointed to examine 
into the ſaid abuſes and miſdemeanors, and report 
the ſame, with their opinion : but I do not find any 


report made. 


March 24. A petition of Sir John Duncombe 
and George Welſh, touching the election for this 
borough, was read. 

Ordered it to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and — the 
matter, with their opinion. 

June 15, 1716. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 

for electing a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough, in 
the room of Edward Hopkins, made a commiſſio- 
ner of the revenue in Ireland. 
Oct. 25, 1722. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough in the room 
of Edward Hopkins, made maſter of the revels 
in Ireland. 


FLIN T County. 


HIS is one of thoſe Welſh counties, im- 
powered to ſend knights of the ſhire to the 
parliament, by the ſtatute 27 Henry VIII. For, 
although it had a right of ſending a part, or ra- 
ther in electing a part of, the twelve for each pro- 


See Angle-vince of the principality, in Edward the ſecond's 


ſea. 


time, as has been already obſerved, it made no par- 
ticular return itſelf, till after this ſtatute. 

The memoirs of its eleftions and repreſentatives, 
I have niet with ſince that time, are theſe. 

May 5, 1626. Mr. Coryton moveth againſt the 
ſheriff of Flynt, divers miſdemeanors about the laſt 
election of the knights of the ſhire—That all theſe 
abuſes proved by four witneſſes of great worth in 
the affirmative—Moveth where the committee gave 
a month's time for him to come up, that this time 
may be ſhortened. 

Upon the queſtion, the ſheriff to be ſent for to 
appear upon Tueſday fortnight before the committee 
of 8 


Dec. 10, 1711. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a knight of the ſhire to ſerve for this 
county, in the room of Sir Roger Moſtyn, baronet, 
made paymaſter of the marine regiments. 


FLINT Town. 


HIS is the ſhire town of this name ; hand as witi, 
ſuch, wjth the boroughs of Rhyddlan, Over- 1749. -- 


ton, Cel and Caergoerley, ſends one burgeſs 
to parliament. The memoirs of its elections and 
repreſentatives, ſince the act of 27th of Henry VIII. 
are, 

Jan. 22, 1628. The late election of Mr. Wynn 
for this town referred to the committee of privi- 
leges, to be there firſt heard. 

Feb. 9. Mr. Hackwyll reporteth from the com- 
mittee of elections, returns and privileges, part of 
the caſe for the election at Flynt— That the writ, 
iſſued by the direction of Lord Keeper — That the 
clerks in the Crown- office claimed, in, times of pro- 
rogation, to make out writs of courſe, without order 
from the Lord Keeper; yea, they had done ſo 
ſometimes, in times of adjournment— That the 
clerks have brought precedents, appearing in their 
books, from the 14 Queen Eliz. co 23 Eliz. 46 
writs; and in the parliament in the 1 Fac. in the 
prorogation, . . . Writs, and two writs made in time 
of adjournment.— That the committee hath left the 
matters to the reſolution of the houſe, without any 
opinion delivered by the committee. This parlia- 
ment ended ſoon after, and no reſolutions made. 

OR. 20, 1722. A petition of Edward Conwey, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
Thomas Eaton, eſquire, and the petitioner, were can- 
didates; that John Jones and John Pierce,who ated 
as bailiffs of the ſaid borough, behaved themſelves 
very partially, on behalf of the ſaid Mr. Eaton; 
taking upon themſelves to refuſe ſeveral 
who had a right to vote, and demanded to poll for 
the ſaid petitioner ; and admitting other perſons to 
vote for the ſaid Thomas Eaton, who had no right 
ſo to do; beſides which, ſeveral illegal practices were 
made uſe of by the ſaid Thomas Eaton, and his 
agents, to procure him to be elected; and he is re- 
turned accordingly, to the prejudice of the petitio- 
ner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to. the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Jan, 17, 1723. A petition of Edward Conwey, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, Thomas Eaton, eſquire, and the petitioner 
were candidates; that John Jones and John Pierce, 
who acted as bailiffs of the ſaid borough, behaved 
themſelves very partially on behalf of the ſaid Tho- 
mas Eaton, taking upon themſelves to refuſe ſeveral 
perſons who had a right to vote, and demanded to 
poll for the petitioner ; and admitting other perſons 
to vote for the ſaid Thomas Eaton who had no right 
ſo to do; beſides which, ſeveral illegal practices 
were made uſe of by the faid Thomas Eaton, and 
his agents, to procure him to be elected, and he is 
returned accordingly ; though he was not duly e- 
lected nor qualified to ſerve for the ſaid borough, in 
prejudice to the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

FOWEY. 
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FOWEY. 


HIS is a borough within the county of Corn- 
wall, which never ſent burgeſſes to parliament, 
untill the year 1571, when it ſeems to have received 
its firſt ſummons; of which, and other ſubſequent 
memoirs, I ſhall now give my reader theſe. 

April 6, 1571. Ordered an enquiry to be made 
concerning the validity of this, and other boroughs, 
that ſend burgeſſes to parliament. (ſee Cirenceſter.) 

gth. Report made of the validity of the burgeſſes; 
but their charters to be examined elſewhere, if need be. 

Nov. 20, 1640. Mr. Palmer reports of Sir 
Richard Buller's eleftion that the committee took 
into conſideration the election of Sir Richard Buller, 
knight, and they find that Mr. Rainsford was well 
elected; but for the ſecond burgeſs, viz. Sir Richard 
Buller, there was no election made; that one Mr. 
Trefoile was deſigned, and they truſted him with 
the indenture and a blank return thereupon, and 
in the interim Sir Richard Buller was put in; but 
in regard it appeared not to be with his privity, 
and that he received any benefit by this return, the 
committee conceived it to be no miſdemeanor in him, 
and that a warrant may iſſue forth for a new 
election. 

Reſolved upon the queſtion, Sir Richard Buller 
hath committed no miſdemeanor touching his elec- 
tion, and ordered a warrant for a new writ. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Shadrach Vincent 
and Harry Aſhurſt, eſquires, was read; ſetting forth, 
that at the election of members of parliament for 
this borough, the petitioners were duly choſen by a 
great majority, yet ſuch was the partiality of Jona- 
than Tincombe, portreve of this borough, that 
before the election he declared he would not return 
the petitioners, though they had never ſo many 
votes, but would return one of the ſitting-members, 
if he had but four voices; and accordingly did re- 
turn Sir Bevil Granville and Mr. Vivian; and be- 
ing told, that the petitioners might recover great 
damages againſt him for ſuch falſe return, he ſaid, 
he hoped to get five hundred pounds by the bar- 
gain; and ſeveral other corrupt practices were uſed 
in behalf of the ſitting· members; and therefore the 
petitioners &c. 

Ordered, that the petition be referred to the 


committee of privileges, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 


Nov. 16, 1699. A petition of the ſame Shadrach 
Vincent, eſquire, was preſented and read; ſhewing, 
that at the laſt election of burgeſſes to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough, the petitioner 
ſtood a candidate, and ought to have been returned 
a burgeſs, becauſe a great majority of the legal 
voters appeared and voted for him ; but Jonathan 
Tincombe, portreve of the borough, arbitrarily 
and contrary to the ancient rights of the borough, 
refufed to poll the petitioner's voices, who had al- 
moſt all the qualified voters, and wrongfully return- 
ed Sir Bevil Granville and Thomas Vivian, eſquire, 
declaring he would not return the petitioner, though 
he WP never ſo many voices; but that he would re- 
turn Sir Bevil Granville, if he had but four; and the 
portreve, being told that the petitioner might re- 
cover damages againſt him for ſuch. his falſe return, 
anfwered, he hoped to get five hundred pounds by 
the bargain, and would not return the petitioner 
though the majority ſigned and ſealed an indenture 
for returning him as one of their burgeſſes; and many 
other ill practices were uſed in behalf of the ſitting- 
members: and praying &c. 


Ordered to be referred as before. 

Nov. 29th, The houſe being informed that the 
petition of Shadrach Vincent, eſquire, touching the 
election for this borough this ſeſſion is different from 
that which was preſented the laſt ſeſſion ; 

Ordered it to be an inſtruction to the committee 
of privileges and elections, that they do examine, whe- 
ther the petition this ſeſſion, be the ſame in ſubſtance 
with that which was preſented the laſt ſeſſion; and 
that they do report the ſame, with their opinion, 
to the houſe; and that the committee do the ſame 
before they proceed on the merits of the ſaid 
election. 

A debate ariſing in the houſe concerning certain 
orders lately made by the ſaid committee, relating 
to giving liſts of perſons excepted to on either 
ſide, in caſes touching elections depending before 
them; and the houſe, conſidering the inconveni- 
ences which have ariſen thereby; 

Ordered the faid orders be diſcharged, and that 
it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, that 
they do make no ſuch orders for the future. 

Dec. 13th. Ordered the report to be made to- 
morrow morning. 

14th. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the reſolution 
of the committee of privileges and elections, upon 
the ſaid inſtruction. 

Reſolved, that the petition of Shadrach Vincent, 
eſquire, preſented to the houſe of commons this 
ſeſſions of parliament, touching the late election for 
this borough, is the ſame in ſubſtance with the peti- 
tion of the ſaid Mr. Vincent and Henry Aſhurſt, 
eſquire, preſented to the houſe of commons the laſt 
ſeſſion, relating to the ſaid election: to which the 
houſe agreed. 

Feb. 5th. The houſe being informed that Sha- 
drach Vincent, eſquire, who petitioned againſt Sir 
Bevil Granville and Mr. Vivian, touching the elec- 
tion. for this borough, is dead, 

Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 
elections be diſcharged from proceeding further on 
the ſaid petition. 

Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of of Thomas Vivian, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner 
was duly choſen a member to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, and ought to have 
been returned; but by many illegal practices, uſed 
by and on the behalf of John Williams, gentle- 
man, and by the partiality of his uncle Jona- 
than Tincombe, the portreve, he the ſaid Jonathan 
hath, contrary to the conſtitution of this borough, re- 
turned the ſaid John Williams in prejudice to the 
petitioner's right : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

14th. A petition of the mayor, recorder, and 
major part of the aldermen, and allo the major 
part of the inhabitants, paying ſcot and lot, within 
this borough, was read; alledging, that Jonathan 
Tincombe, portreve of the ſaid borough, at for- 
mer elections of members to ſerve in parliament, 
hath publickly affirmed, that the right of election 
was, as in truth it is, in the ſcot and lot men in- 
habiting within this town, and paying to the relief 
of the poor; but at the laſt election the ſaid Jona- 
than Tincombe did admit to poll ſeveral perſons for 
John Williams his nephew, that were not ſcot and 
lot men, but rather objects of charity, in violation 
of the known conſtitution of this borough, * the 
petitioners rights: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred as beſore. 

I April 
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April 25, 1701. Ordered, that Mr. Vivian have 
leave to withdraw his petition, touching the election 


for this, borough. 


Ordered, that the matter upon the petition of the 
inhabitants of the ſaid borough be heard by the 
committee of privileges and elections on Wedneſday 
next, after the hearing of the matter touching the 
election for the city of Litchfield. 

May 3. Ordered to be reported on Monday 
morning next. 

5th. Sir Rowland Gwyn, according to order, re 
ported the matter touching the election for this be- 
rough, upon the petition of the inhabitants. 

That the right of election was not much contro- 
verted by the counſel ; however the counſel for the 
petitioners called Edward Parker, who ſaid, he had 
lived in Fowey fifty years, and that the right of 
election was in the Prince's tenants, one of which 
is always choſen portreve, and in ſuch inhabitants 
as pay ſcot and lot: whereupon the committee re- 
ſolved, 

That the right of electing burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, js in the Prince's te- 
nants, who are capable of being portreves of the 
ſaid borough, and in ſuch inhabitants of the ſaid 
borough only, as pay ſcot and lot: which reſolu- 
tion being twice read, was agreed to by the houſe. 

Jan. 13th. A petition of the mayor, recorder, 
aldermen, free- burgeſſes, and inhabitants paying 
ſcot and lot in this borough, on behalf of them- 
ſelves and many others of the ſaid borough, was 
read; ſetting forth, that there is a mayor and a por- 
treve of the ſaid borough, to whom the precept 
for electing members to ſerve in parliament is di- 
rected, who are judges of the election; that the 
precept came to the hands of Jonathan Tincombe, 


the then portreve, who gave notice, that the laſt 


election ſhould be on Tueſday the ſecond of Decem- 
ber laſt, and the petitioners met, but the ſaid por- 
treve did not; and John Granville, eſquire, John 
Hicks, eſquire, and alſo John Williams, nephew 
to the ſaid portreve, were candidates; but Nathanael 
Tincombe, the portreve's brother, who had wrong- 
fully got the precept, took upon him the execution 
thereof ; endeavouring to hinder the mayor from 
acting in his office, and arbitrarily, contrary to the 
determination of the laſt houſe of commons, touch- 
ing elections, rejected divers legal voters for Mr. 
Granville and Mr. Hicks, and allowed many un- 
qualified perſons to vote for Mr. Williams, and 
committed many other illegal practices for him; 
notwithſtanding which, Mr. Granville and Mr. 
Hicks were duly elected, and the petitioners exe- 
cuted an indenture for returning them ; but the ſaid 
Nathanael retuſed to deliver the precept to the 
mayor, to annex it thereto ; by reaſon whereof, the 
high-ſheriff would not accept the ſaid indenture 
from the petitioners; and the ſaid Jonathan Tin- 
combe hath falſely returned the ſaid Williams, in- 
ſtead of Colonel Granville, with Mr. Hicks, to the 
great injury of the petitioners : and praying &c. 
Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion : but no report 


appears. 


Oct. 30, 1702. A petition of John Williams, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members to ferve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, the petitioner was duly choſen one of the 
burgeſſes, and ought to have been returned; but by 


means of ſeveral illegal and corrupt practices, uſed 


by John Hicks, eſquire, and his agents, he hath 


procured himſelf to be returned, in the room of 
the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion: but this was never re. 
ported. 

Nov. 27, 1708. A petition of John Forteſcue 
Aland, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late 


election of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 


ment for this borough, the petitioner was a candi- 
date, and had a majority of legal voices; but by 
the corruption, and arbitrary proceedings of Charles 
Lamb, portreve of the ſaid borough, in rejecting 


the petitioner's voters, and admitting others which 


had no voices, and by ſeveral other undue practices, 
George Granville, eſquire, was returned, as duly 
elected, in prejudice of the petitioner, and the rights 
of the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

» Ordered, that it be heard at the bar of the houſe 
on the 21ſt day of April next. 

Dec. 8, 1711. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do 
iſſue a warrant for a new writ, for electing a bur- 
gels for this borough, in the room of Henry Vin- 
cent, eſquire, made a commiſſioner of the Victual- 
ling-office. 

Ordered a warrant for a new writ, for the electing 
another burgeſs for this borough, in the room of 
the right honourable George Henry Lord Duplin, 
made one of the tellers of her Majeſty's Exchequer. 


GATION. 


HIS is a ſmall village in the county of 
Surry, which acquired the privilege of re- 
turning burgeſſes 29th of Henry VI. 


given the names of their repreſentatives in the g30r 
of Hen. VIII. and ſince. 
preſentatives in that reſpect, I meet with theſe me- 
moirs, 

Feb. 5, 1620. Sir George Moore maketh the firſt 
motion for a committee of privileges : offereth a 
petition from the borough, in the county of Surry. 
Four choſen, and ſo returned to the ſheriff ;— 
he only certified one return, and ſealed not the coun- 
terpart of the indenture to the borough for the 
other. 

7th. Sir George Moore reporteth, from the com- 
mittee of privileges, the return for Gatton in Surry : 
——One Smyth, a burgeſs for that town, and a ſon 
of Mr. Copley, appeared :—That a precept from 
the ſheriff to the conſtable, the principal officer of 
the town; he delivered it to the miniſter ; he pu- 
bliſhed Wedneſday after for the election.— Mr. 
Copley, lord of the town, a recuſant convict, with fix 
of his leſſees, no freeholders, made their choice the 
Tueſday before; the freeholders made choice, on 
the Wedneſday, of Sir Thomas Greſham and Sir 
Thomas Bludder. 

This being confeſſed to be true, all the com- 
mittees of opinion, the election undue, and return 
void. 

Sir Henry Brittayn offers to ſpeak in his own 
caſe, | 

Reſolved, he ought not to ſpeak in his own caſe, 
but ought to go out, during the diſpute concerning 
himſelf. 

Mr. Samuel Sands: —No member, a delinquent, 
to be preſent here at the treaty of the buſineſs : 
otherwiſe [when] the default in others, not in them, 
as here; for [here] elſe no body can inform the 
houſe. 

2 Sir 


Mr. Prynng p; 
writes, it returned only once; but Dr. Willis has: uy. 


Of its elections, and re-. wes 
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Sir Thomas Trevor, accordant. —To hear him 
firſt, and then let him go out, before the queſtion. 

Sir Jerome Horſey :—That he yeſterday taxed he 
committee, becauſe not underſtood.-; . 

Mr. Finch To exclude un. for fo in at 
courts. 

Sir- Robert Phillipes, concordat cop Sir Thomas 
Trevor; and Gat * Finch miſtook Sir Thomas 
Trevor. * 

Mr. Glanvylle, — —To hear kim, becauſe 
accuſed of no crime, ſo to hear him. as informer ; 
and then not to let him fit here, either to obſerve 
others, or be a judge. 1 
Reſolved, he ſhall be heard. T 
Sir Henry Brittayne :=>— As to the bieden of 
the choice of him, before Wedneſday, he unknown 
to them. The writ directed, burgen/ibys, and de- 
livered to Mr. Copley. The town but of ſeven 
houſes : all, but one, Copley's tenants. That the 
election, by them, good, being not by freeholders. 
That they agreed upon their election in Gatton, and 
ſealed it caſually in Ryegate. That this election 
good in law. That all the freeholders, except one, 
dwelt out of town; and only hold of the manor 
within the town. | 
This ſpoken, he went out. 

Sir William Cope :—That the hearing him thus, a 
wrong to the committee. 
Sir Edward Montague, accordant, —Never heard 


Held there long.—1. The election made in Ryegate, 
as confeſſed, by Mr. Copley, and preſcribed uſe in 
chooſing there. 2. The precipitation in chooſing 
made it. Moveth a warrant for a new election. 

Sir Edward Coke :— The orders of the houſe, of 
all things moſt precious, —-1. Common law fined, 
and refined, well. adly, Act of parliament, which 
is to be made by ourſelves. Antiently, the commit- 
tee like a jury for matter in fact; which veredictum, 
and that not be queſtioned againſt——but queſtion 
de jure, upon that fact, may be made and diſputed 
here. Commendeth the report of the committee. 
— That, the finger of God, this man ſhould not be 
of this houſe. 

Mr. Alford 3 precedent of tying to the 
committee, dangerous. Friends oft to the commit- 
tee. The committee oft agreeth; yet after, the 
houſe directly againſt it. Voucheth two precedents. 
Sir Samuel Sandys :—A double queſtion raiſed : 
1. Of the fact. 2dly, Of the right: veredictum a con- 
clufion in fact. The return veredifum a ſuffici- 
ent warrant to appear, take his oath, and enter into 
the houſe. . 

For the point of right, as to the precipitation, 
the warning by the miniſter, not good nor legal ; 
therefore their meeting after, by force of that, not 
good. The election returned. For the place, if 
the dean and chapter agree upon a grant in. the 
Chapter-houſe, and ſeal it in another place, good. — 
To do him juſtice, and not put him out for this 
cauſe. —Thinketh, there will be no other cauſes to 
put him out. No out-dwellers in county or bo- 
rough. — An election either by law, or uſage. 

Sir Edward Gyles :— That this toucheth not our 
privileges. Oft others, upon the like queſtions, 
thruſt our.—The- notice, by the miniſter, good. — 
Not done in time or place, therefore to put him 
Out. 

Sir William Strode, accordant. 

Sir Thomas Rowe :— That the election in another 
place, for ſome ſpecial end. That averred at the 
committee. That but one freeholder, a recuſant 
and fugitive. The ſuſpicion, in regard the elec- 
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tion, procured by Copley, a recuſant.— To put 
him out. | 

Mr. Hackwyll :— That this place efficina loom, 
as all inſtruments made by the hand; ſo the parlia- 
ment-houſe /ex legum . To keep it therefore pure. 
Dangerous to be bound, or not to examine the 
ſheriffs returns. —Satisfied by the report of th& 
committee. To put him out. 

iſt Queſtion. As many, as hold the election 
good, ſay, Vea. Not one Vea. 

2d Queſtion. As many, as hold it naught, ſay 
No. — General vote, No. 

Sir Henry Poole: — Againſt a new election, in 
reſpect of danger from Copley. 

Sir Humphrey May, contra. 
Sir John Strangeways, cum Sir Henry Poole. 

Sir Edward Coke: — No queſtion, but the ſhe- 
riff's returns to be examined here. | 

The election of Sir Thomas Greſham, and Sir 
Thomas Blodder, to ſtand, and the ſheriff to be 
commanded to bring in the indenture of their electi- 
on : and ordered upon the queſtion. 

March 26, 1628. Mr. Hackwill reporteth rom 
the .committee of privileges : 

For Gatton, two indentures returned : one, be 


the inhabitants of Gatton ; the other, by Mr. Cop- 


ley ſolely. —Mr. Owfield, and Sir Charles Howard, 
returned by the inhabitants ; Sir Thomas Lake, and 
Mr. Jerome Weſton, returned by Mr. Copley. — 
Mr. Copley infiſted upon this, that he the fole in- 
habitant. 33 Henry VIII, Copley, as ſole inhabit- 
ant, returned two burgeſſes, and ſerved. 1 and 2 
Mary, Mrs. Copley made the like return; and {ovic origin, 
2 and 3 Philip and Mary. 

On the other part, 7 Edw. VI, Mrs. Copley, et 
omnes inbabitantes, returned. 28 and 43 Eliz. The 1, 


and 18 Jac. the return made by the inhabitants; and 


that, in all the latter parliaments, Mr. Copley join- 
cd with the. other inhabitants in the return. 

Mr. Copley urged, —That reſolved by the com- 
mittee, that thoſe which had lands in | their own 
manurance, though dwelt out 

That all the committee, except one 

Upon queſtion, the return of Sir Charles How- 
ard, and Mr. Owfeld, good; and the other, of Sir 
Thomas Lake, and Mr. Weſton, void; and to be 
taken off the file. 

July 15, 1641. The caſe of Gatton in Surry to 
be reported from the committee cf privileges. 

Nov. 3. Mr. Maynard reports the caſe of Gat- 
ton in Surry. 

For Mr. Owfield, his election to ſerve that place 
is ſettled. 

The difference reſteth between Mr. Sandys and 


. Mr. Sanders, who are returned by two indentures, 


Mr. Saunders had for him fourteen voices, Mr. 
Sandys had eight voices : but of the fourteen voices 
for Mr. Saunders, eight of them are dwellers out of 
the town, aud one of them a miniſter ; yet all of 
them have frecholds in the town : and of Mr. Saun- 
ders's eight voices, one of them was a recuſant con- 
vict, and another the clerk of the pariſh, who re- 
ceived wages of the pariſh; and then, if theſe two 
ſhould be declared to have no voices, their voices 
are equal: ſo the queſtion in debate was, Whether 
the election belonged to the burgeſſes by common 
right, or that the freeholders dwelling out of town, 
who had freeholds, ought to have voices, by vir- 
tue of a particular preſcription. In this caſe, the 
committee were of opinion, that there was a pre- 
ſcription, and which was good againſt a common 
right. | 
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It appears by a record, 33 Henry V mak 
return was made by one inhabitant ; and 1 

VI, and 6 3 returns made by che inha- 
bitants and 

But, 18 Jac. nt was ſhewn on the behalf 
of the frecholders, and for the parſon of the pariſh, 
whether he ſhall have a yoice, that cannot fit here, 
if he was choſen : and next, whether by law a re- 
cuſant convict ought to have a voice: and gdly, to 
receive the judgment of the houſe, whether one, 
that receives alms of the pariſh, ſhall have a voice 
and then, whether the 4 of the pariſh, who re- 
ceives fifty ſhillings per annum of the pariſh, is one 
that lives of the alms of the pariſh. —Theſe were 
the doubts offered to the committee, in the debate 
of the election. 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that there is no fuf- 
ficient proof of a preſcription, againſt the common 
right, within the borough of Gatton in com. Surr. 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that How, the pa- 
riſh clerk of the borough of Gatton, does not ap- 
pear, upon the evidence given this houſe, to be an 
alms-man. 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that Mr. Saunders's 
election for this borough is not good, 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that Mr. Sands 
election for the borough of Gatton is good. 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that Mr. Sands is 
well elected, and ought to fit as a member of this 
houſe for the of Gatton. | 
May 5, 1660, Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
ſeveral returns for this borough, That, upon exa- 
mination of the fact, it that Thomas 


Turgis, William Oldfield, and Roger James, eſ- 


quires, who were returned by two ſeveral indentures, 
had all of them equal votes ; and that Robert 
Wood, eſquire, who is returned in the ſaid indenture 
with the ſaid Mr. James, had the minority of votes; 
and the opinion is, that the whole election is void: 
whereto the houſe 

Nov. 12, 1696. A petition of John South, el- 
quire, was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner 
was by a great majority IE elected a burgeſs to 
ſerve in this, preſent parliament for this borough, in 
the room of Sir John Thompſon, called up to the 
houſe of Lords ; but one Anthony Aynſcome, con- 
ſtable for the ſaid borough, hath returned 
Evelyn, eſquire, to the petitioner's prejudice : and 
praying the houſe to appoint a ſhort day for hearing 
this matter. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 

vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of the burgeſſes and inhabitants of 
the ſaid borough, was read ; ſhewing, that the pe- 
titioners did, the 5th inſtant, duly chooſe John 
South, eſquire, as | their tative to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament but Anthony Aynſcome, 
the conſtable of this borough, did not only except 

ns ee 
Poll five more, who have a right to vote; and 
unguly returned George Evelyn, eſquire; and 
firing relief Rc. 

Ordered to be referred in like manner. 

Dec. 15. Colonel, Wharton r 
coin. e 


from the 
the matter 


faid — 4 dach freehold in their own 


which election, Mr. Turgis brought ſome perſons 


objected to them as unknown perſons ; but tHe then 
conſtable returned Sir N. Carew, and Mr. Turgis, 
who the ſtrangers voted for: chat after arc; 


ney 

That Sctiven wis an iakbitirit * the eiche, 
and a fortnight before: 

That Ticknal was in Inhabitat the, aud « 
month before : 

That James Williams had been an iihibithit E 
veral years, had voted before, and been church- 
warden and conſtable. 

They then proceeded to juſtify their vores, who 
were queried : and Shore and ſaid; Pepys 
was an inhabitant, and paid tythes, and voted for- 
merly : 

Thar Shore is an inhabitant, acid His a frechold 
in his poſſeſſion : 
That Richard Killick ſenior has voted, kid bote 
office in the borough : that Richlitd Killick ju- 
nior, and John Walker, are inhabitants, aid have 
voted formerly : that Edward Stevens un in- 
habitant, but newly come to town: that Charles 
Smith had a freehold of to acres, £14 to kim by 
Lord Haverſham about laftz And. Dal- 
lingron ſaid, he was witneſs to the writitngs, but fo 
no money paid for it. | * 

They then excreed to Eren ef Mr, Evi 


r Shore ſaid, he never knew John Wood 
vote; nor was he an inhabitant. - Parker was reputed 
not to have his freehold in poſſeſſion, Chilman tad 
let his frechold to Edward Shore. 

Anthony Aynſcombe was, about twelve months 
ago, abſent for three months; and John Beadle 
e. A EI. Gabriel 

ynſcombe lives in Mr, Turgit's houſe. 


For 


the 
Auguſt laſt; nee 
his 
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For Mr. Evelyn it was infiſted, That the right of 
eleftion was in the freeholders of the borough, and 
inhabitants paying ſcot and lot: and called, 
fore the election, the right was agreed to be in the 
freeholders and inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. 

Edward Shore faid, he had known this borough 
fifty years, and the right was in the frecholders and 

Mr. Carew faid, colonel Thompſon claimed to 
vote in right of a leaſe from his father for a year, 
made in May laſt ; and he did not then think Aſton 
to be an inhabitant, he renting an houſe of 3 l. 10s. 
per amm, and never gave notice to the church- 
warden, as the act of ſettlement requires: that he 
had made out a warrant to take up Scriven and 
Ticknall, to make them find ſecurity, but could 
not take them, 

That Palmer, and two or three more, were de- 
rates for their poverty. 2:4 

Aynſcombe the conſtable ſaid, that he queried 
ſeven of the petitioner's votes, becauſe they did not 
pay ſcot and lot; and believes none of the ſeven, 
but the miniſter, voted before : that he queried co- 
lonel Thompſon ; becauſe he did not know whether 
his father had made any fertlement, or whether he 
was twenty one : he queried Thomas Pepys, becauſe 
he was a miniſter ; thereby diſqualified from being 
elected, and he thought the fame as an eleftor :— 
Kellich ſenior refuſed to pay church and poor: that 
John Walker had but thirty ſhillings freehold 
per annum, though he rented eighty pounds a year : 
«Edward Stevens and Palmes did not pay to the 
church and poor; — Charles Smith had no eſtate 
there; till a little before the election, being two 
artes granted to him by Lord Haverſham : that 
Aſton came tv rown the day before Sir John Thom- 
ſon was made a peer :—James Williams lived in 
one of Lord Haverſham's houſes :--Ficknal was 
ho inhabitant :==Scriven came thither about Au- 


Geofrey Chilman ſaid, Seriven was brought thi- 


Edward Stevens doth not pay ſcot and lot; but there 
had been no affeſiment fince he came to town: 
John Walker never paid, but had been overſcer of 
the poor: — Williams did pay, when he lived in a 
bigger houſe, but now is removed into an houſe, 
which never paid. 
Edward Shore faid, that Gabriel Aynſcombe is 
an inhabitant, and rents above 801. per annum; and 
Anthony Aynſcombe is an inhabirant, and rents al- 
moſt as much Ambroſe Parker has had a free- 


mn 


l 
1 


SLAM ORGANSHIRE. 

IS "county is ſituate in the ſouthern part of 
1 Wales, and is one of the twelve, whoſe li- 
berty of returning a member to parliament was 


founded on the ſtatute of the 27th of Henry the 
eighth (of which ſee Angleſey.) It has not, until 
modern times, had any reſolution concerning its 
election, and that here follows. 

June 12, 1711. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do 


iſſue his warrant to make out a new writ, for elect- 


ing a knight of the ſhire for this county, in the 
room of Sir Thomas Manſell, made comptroller 
of the houſhold, 


GLOUCESTER County. 


8 county is ſituate upon the Severn, by 
which it is bounded. It has been repreſented 
in parliament from the firſt ſummons of King Ed- 
ward the firſt. Of its elections and repreſentatives, 
in reſpe& of ſuch elections, I have met with theſe 
memoirs, See writ in the Appendix. 

April 9, 1624. Mr. Glanvylle reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections for this 
county :-— Appeared to the committee, that tlie 
county - court kept at the uſual place. Made upon 
the poll. Proyed, done in a convenient place, in a 
church. Committee thought this election the moſt 
fair of any that ever came before them. Reſolved 
four points. 1. That Sir Thomas Eſtcourt well 
elected. 2. That no cauſe of farther hearing. 
3. Moved to pay coſts— Mr. Poynes - but they 
caſt off that conſideration, if no farther preſſed it. 
4. That the under-ſheriff hath committed no miſ- 
demeanor about this election. All which was re- 
ſolved by the houſe. | 

April 17, 1640. Mr. Jones reports from the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, touching Sir Ro- 
bert Tracey, choſen for a knight of the ſhire for 
Glouceſter : : 

They found many miſdemeanors in the carriage 
of that election, and therefore the committee was 
of opinion, Sir Humphrey Tracey, ſheriff of Glou- 
ceſter, was to be ſent for as a delinquent by the ſer- 
jeant attendant on this houſe. 

Put to the queſtion, Whether Sir Humphrey 
Tracey, ſheriff of this county, ſhall be ſent for, as 
accuſed to be a delinquent ? | 

Ordered, upon the qhbeſtion, to be ſent for, as 
accuſed to be a delinquent, by the ſerjeant. 

18th. Upon motion, that Sir Humphrey Tracey, 
being now in town, might attend the committee for 
privileges on Tueſday next in the afternoon; it was 
anſwered, the committee had already appointed 
it, 

21ſt. Mr. George undertakes to the houſe, that 
Sir Humphrey Tracey ſhall appear before the com- 
mittee this afternoon ; and thereupon the warrant, 
that was ordered to iſſue under Mr. Speaker's hand 


for bringing him by the ſerjeant at arms, was reſ- 


Nov. 20, 1660. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do 
grant his warrant to the clerk of the Crown in 
Chancery, to iſſue forth a writ for the election of a 
knight of the ſhire, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for the county of Glouceſter, in the place of 
Mr. ſerjeant Hales, called by his Majeſty to be 
Chief Baron of his Highneſs's court of Exchequer ; 
and the Lord Chancellor is to iſſue and pals the 
ſame under the great-ſeal of England accordingly. 

April 19, 1662. Mr. Milward reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
election of Sir Baynham Throckmorton and Mr. 
How, knights of the ſhire for this county, That 
the committee were of opinion, that they had the 
majority of voices, and were duly elected, and ought 

to 
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Per iam indenturam Thomas Hilley, et Will:elmus 23 Her, 
Newman, ballivi ville Glotcofter, liberaverunt Jobum \" 


to fit in this houſe : which was alſo reſolved by the 
houſe. k 

Jan. 8, 1695. A petition of Sir John Guiſe, ba- 
ronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of a 
knight of the ſhire for this county, the petitioner, 
and Thomas Stevens, eſquire, were candidates : that 
the high-ſheriff ſhewed himſelf partial in favour of 
Mr. Stevens, and continued the poll very irregu- 

larly by adjournments, and refuſed ſeveral freehotd- 
ers who offered to poll for the petitioner ; and find- 
ing the petitioner had the majority after four days 
polling, and that ſeveral hundreds more offered to 
poll for the petitioner, and none appearing to pal 
for Mr. Stevens, the ſaid ſheriff adjourned the poll 
near twenty miles diſtant from the place where he 
began to poll ; and afterwards ten miles diſtant from 
thence; and declared the ſaid Mr. Stevens duly 
elected, though the ſheriff did not appear at the 
laſt place of adjournment : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 

Motion, to inſtru& the committee to hear it the 
28th of February next: diſagreed to by the houſe. 
No report appears upon the ſaid petition. | 

Oct. 24, 1702. A petition of Sir John Guiſe, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the election of knights of the 
ſhire for this county, John How, eſquire, Maynard 
Colcheſter, eſquire, and the petitioner, were candi- 
dates; and a poll being demanded and taken, it did 
thereby appear that Mr. Colcheſter and the petiti- 
oner had the majority, and they were duly elected, 


and ought to have been returned; but Sir Samuel 


Ekley, the high-ſheriff, was prevailed upon, by un- 
due and illegal practices, to return the ſaid Mr. 
How, in wrong to the petitioner; and the ſaid 
ſheriff ſhewed himſelf very partial againſt the peti- 
tioner, illegally adding to, and changing the votes, 
and adjourning the poll at his pleaſure, in violation 
of the rights of election: and praying relief &c. 
Ordered to be heard at the bar on the 19th of No- 
vember next. 
Nov. 19. The houſe proceeded, according to or- 
der, to the hearing the merits of the petition of Sir 
John Guiſe, baronet, relating to the election for 
the county of Glouceſter. ä — 25 


And the counſel on both ſides were called in, and 


heard; and alſo ſeveral witneſſes on both ſides were 
examined; and being withdrawn, 

The queſtion being propoſed, that John How, 
eſquire, is duly elected a knight of the ſhire to 
ſerve in this parliament for this county. 

The previous queſtion was put, That the queſtion 


be now put; and paſſed in the affirmative. 


See Sir 
Robert 
Atrkins' 
Survey. 


4 Regiſt, 


331. 


Then the main queſtion being g put, 

Reſolved, that John How, eſquire, i is duly elected 
a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent * 
ment for this co 

May 16, 1717. Ordered. a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a knight of the ſhire, in the room of 
Matthew Ducy Moreton, made vice-treaſurer = 
Ireland, &c. 


croucesres. 


HIS city is the ſhire-town,' or capital of its 
county. .It was incorporated by King Henry 
the third, 1216. The parliament has often ſat here, 
and it has returned burgeſſes from the 26th of Ed- 
ward the firit. The antient method of election for 


indenture. 


this city, 28 Hen. V appears from the following 


2 


Trye, vic. com. Glouc. nomina burgenfium ville Glouc. 
eleForum ad parliamentum Domini Regis apud Weſtn. 
tenend. ſexto die Novembris, prox. futur. prout in 
mandato difti vic. cujus dat. ' tft: apud Glouc. 26 die 
Ofeb. anno regni Regis Hemici ſenti, poſt Congueſtun, 
viceſimo oftavo eiſdem ballivis' directo, virtute cujuſdam 
brevis Regis de parliaments ad diem et locum præd. 
tenend. eidem vic. directi, cujus brevis dat. eſt apud 
Sbene, xxili de Septemb. anno Den eee 
bi e, 

Burgenſes electi Wi Hielmus Noting ham, — Dodd, 
Electores burgenſium prædittorum Thomas Hilley, Wil. 
lielmus Newman, Thomas Bifley, Willielmus Eldresfeld, 
Walter - Bauknot, Willielmus Benſon, Thomas Heft, 
Thomas - Bye, Thomas Barbour, Willielmus Shepiftouk, 
Ricardus Bunbury, Johannes Coteler. . 

In cujus rei teſtimonium tam prædicti ballivi,. quam 
prædictus vic. -ſigilla officiorum ſuorum alternatim ap- 
Poſuerunt, Dat. apud Glou. _ die 2 anno 
ſupradifto. 

- The conteſts concerning its. eee and me- 
moirs of its repreſentatives in that reſpect, which I 
have found, are theſe. 

- Dec. 2, 1640. Mr. Speaker formal the houſe, 
That, at the election of burgeſſes for this city, he 
himſelf was nominated for one, and the poll de- 
manded; but it was denied: and it was orde 
ſhould be referred to the committee for privileges, 
to be firſt conſidered of, when the witneſſes are come 
up. But there doth not appear to Ravel been any 
epo. 

April 13, 1675. Upon the death of Sir Edward 
Maſſey, a new writ was ordered ; and I find, colo · 
nel Norwood was returned. A petition wWas after- 
wards preſented. or lodged againſt him; but by 
whom it doth not appear, nor any 1 _ 


it, until 

March 20, 1676. Ordered, that the caſe concern- 
ing the election for this city, which was appointed 
to be heard before the committee of elections. and 
privileges on the 27th day of this inſtant March, 
be put off till the 3d of April next. * 

After this, no other proceedings appear, until 
March 7, 167%. Sir Thomas Meers reported, from 
the committee of privileges and elections, the caſe 
upon the election for this city, That the committee 
had come to a reſolution, .. - 1 
That colonel . Norwood is duly elected 1 to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament as a citizen for this city : 


and the ſame, being twice reals was — by the 


houſe. 

In the parliament 8 to meet 2679, * 
which did not meet upon buſineſs until 1680, Sir 
Charles Berkley and ſerjeant Seys were returned. A 
petition was lodged againſt __ but by whom I 


cannot diſcover: but I find, 1 


Dec. 9, 1680. A acts to the houſe, 
That the matter, touching the election for this city, 
be appointed to be heard before the committee of 
elections and privileges on the 3d of January next.: 

Ordered, that it be N to hs — 
of the ſaid committee. 

April 3, 1690. A petition « the tag Ader 
men, and freemen, of this city, was preſented, 
ſhewing, that the privileges of the ſaid city, as to 
the choice of patliament:- men, is, That no perſon 
ſhall be there choſe but one that is a freeman, and 


"hath taken the uſual oath of the ſaid city; yet one 
Mr. Try, having joined with Mr. Palmer, one of 
the ſaid city, by great expence of money amongſt 


the 


ace Yn moons ws, wH o oo 
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the poorer ſort of freemen, hath prevailed with 
them for their voices, and, with the ſaid Palmer, to 
return him with William Cooke, eſhuire, although 
John Delabre, eſquire, who is a freeman of the ſaid 
city, and qualified as he ought to be (and the ſaid 
Mr. Try is not), was duly elected by the majority of 
the petitioners and qualified freemen, as appears by 
the return executed by one Benjamin Roſe, one 
other of the ſheriffs, and the petitioners ; but the 
ſaid Mr. Palmer refuſed to join therein, but hath 
returned the ſaid Mr. Try, in breach of the antient 
privileges of the ſaid city ; and not doubting, but 
that the houſe will be very tender of the preſervation 
of the rights and cuſtoms of ſo antient a city : and 
praying that they may be permitted to enjoy their 
ſo antient liberty and free cuſtom, according to the 
tenor of the great charter of the liberties of Eng- 
land. ; 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be read to-morrow 
morning. 

4th. The faid petition was read; and referred to 
the committee of privileges and elections, to exa- 
mine and report the matter, with their opinion: 
but no report appears to be made. 

Jan. 11, 1709. A petition of William Trye, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, and 
Francis Wyndham, eſquire, were candidates at the 
election of a citizen for this city, in the room of 
William Cook, eſquire, deceaſed: that the county- 
court was adjourned to the booth-hall in the ſaid 
city, the uſual place of the election; but the ſhe- 
riffs of the ſaid city refuſed to proceed there, but 
went to the College-yard (where never any poll was 
took) and there, by menaces, bribery, and other 
indirect practices, polled alms- men, and others not 
qualified, and have returned Mr. Wyndham, in 
prejudice to the petitioner, who was duly choſen, 
and ought to have been returned: and praying 
&c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of Francis Wynd- 
ham, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
tion for this city, John Snell, Charles Cox, and 
John Hanbury, eſquires, and the petitioner, were 
candidates: that the ſaid Mr. Snell, by bribery, 
&c. obtained a majority of votes for himſelf againſt 
the petitioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. | 

A petition of the citizens and freemen of the 
corporation of this city and county, was read ; ſhew- 
ing, that at the election for this city, Charles Cox, 
John Snell; Francis Wyndham, and John Hanbury, 
eſquires, were candidates: that the ſaid Mr. Cox 
and Mr. Snell, by bribery, &c. procured themſelves 
to be returned, though the ſaid Mr. Wyndham and 
Mr. Hanbury were duly elected; and that the ſaid 
ns Cox is not duly qualified to fit: and praying 

© 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of Sir Edward Fuſt, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
Citizens to ſerve in parliament for this city, John 
Snell, eſquire, and the petitioner, were candidates: 
that the ſaid John Snell, by menaces, bribery, and 
other corrupt practices, procured a majority of votes 


for himſelf againſt the petitioner: that à ſcrutiny 
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was demanded on the behalf of the petitioner, but 
denied : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

Another petition of the ſaid Sir Edward Fuſt, 
was read; ſhewing, the petitioner had the majority 
of legal votes, and ought to have been returned ; 
but John Snell, eſquire, by himſelf and agents, by 
menacing ſome who were in the intereſt of the peti- 
tioner, corrupting others, and by other unwarranta- 
ble practices, procured himſelf to be returned, in 
manifeſt prejudice to the petitioner : and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

Jan. 20, 1723. A petition of Sir Edward Fuſt, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt elec- 
tion for members to ſerve in this parliament for this 
city, Charles Hyet and John Snell, eſquires, and 
the petitioner, were candidates; when the petitio- 
ner had the majority of legal votes, and ought to 
have been returned ; but Mr. Snell and his agents, 
by menacing ſome, corrupting others, beating more, 
of the electors, and by divers other illegal and un- 
warrantable practices, hath procured himſelf to be re- 
turned, in prejudice to the petitioner : and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 


G RAMPO UND. 


HIS borough is in the county of Cornwall, 

: and was created by John of Eltham, ſon of Brady, 45- 
King Edward the ſecond Earl of Cornwall, who 
granted to his burgeſſes of Grauntpont, or Great- 
Bridge, the whole town, and ſeveral other lands, 
and made it a free burgh [ſee the extract of the 
charter in the Appendix.] It was afterwards recited Pat. 1Ric, 
in a charter of King Richard the ſecond, and in 10 44 
letters patent of King Henry the eighth, who con- inſpexim. 
firms it. It never returned burgeſſes to parliament 2 Willis, 
until the 6th of Edward the ſixth; from which time P. 98. 
it has continued ſo to do. In the Journal of the 
houſe of commons, I meet with the following me- 
moirs, in regard to its elections, and repreſentatives, 
in that reſpect. | 

Oct. 29, 1566. A warrant was granted for a new D'Ewe's 
writ to be made, and ſent out, for the election of —_—_— 
a new burgeſs for the borough of Grampound in 
the county of Cornwall, in the place of Chriſtopher 
Perne, reported to be a lunatick. - 

April 20, 1640. Mr. Jones reported the caſe of 
this borough.— Three returned; Mr. Mohun, Mr. 
Koryton, and Mr. Trevanion. —Appears clearly, 
upon view of the indentures, Mr. Trevanion well 
returned : and therefore, 

Ordered, upon the queſtion, that Mr. Trevanion 
is well elected, and well returned, and may come 
and fit in the houſe : - whereupon he was called in. 


GRANTH AM. 
7 borough is ſituate in the county of Lin- Prynn's 


coln, but never returned members to par- 4 a. 
liament until the 7th of Edward the fourth, who® * 
made it a free borough, anno 1463; from which 
time it has, as other boroughs, returned till this 
time. The memoirs relating to its elections, and 
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members in that reſpedt, I have met with, are 


theſe. 
Feb. 4, 1580. Upon a motion made unto the 


houſe by Mr. Norton ; in which he declared, that 
ſome perſon of late, had cauſed a book to be ſet 
forth in print, not only greatly reproachful againſt 
ſome particular good members of this houſe, of great 
credit; but alſo very much flanderous and deroga- 
tory to the general authority, power and ſtate of 
this houſe, and prejudicial to the validity of the 
proceedings of the ſame, in making and eſtabliſhing 
of laws; charging this houſe with drunkenneſs, as 
accompanied in their counſels with Bacchus; and 
them alſo with choler, as thoſe which had never 
ſailed to Anticyra, and the proceedings of this houſe 
to be opera tenebrarum; and farther, that by the 
circumſtance of the reſidue of the diſcourſe of the 
ſaid book, he conjectured the ſame to be done 
and procured by Mr. Arthur Hall, one of this 
houſe ; and ſo prayed thereupon the ſaid Mr. Arthur 
Hall might be called by this houſe to anſwer, and 
that, the matter farther to be duly examined, as the 
weight thereof, in due conſideration of the gravity 
and wiſdom of this houſe, and of the authority, 
ſtate and liberty of the ſame, requireth. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Mr. Hall be forthwith 
ſent for by the ſerjeant at arms attending upon this 
houſe, to make his appearance here, in that * 
accordingly. 

And then immediately Mr. Secretary Wilſon aid 
thereupon ſignify unto the houſe, that the ſaid Mr. 
Hall had upon his examination therein before the 
Lords of the council heretofore confeſſed, in the 
hearing of the ſaid Mr. Secretary, that he did cauſe 
the ſaid book to be printed indeed—— Upon rela- 
tion whereof, and after ſome ſpeech alſo then utter- 
ed unto this houſe, by Mr. Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, of the dangerous and lewd contents of the 
ſaid book, the ſerjeant was forthwith by crder of this 
houſe, ſent to apprehend the ſaid Arthur Hall, and 
preſently aſſiſted for that purpoſe, with Sir Thomas 
Scot and Sir Thomas Brown, by the appointment 
of this houſe ; and commiſſion then alſo was given 
by this whole houſe unto Mr. Vice Chamberlain, 
Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Secretary 


Wilton, Mr. Treaſurer of the Chamber, Sir Henry 


Lea, Sir Thomas Cecill, Sir William Fitzwilliams, 
and Sir Henry Gate, to fend for the printer of the 
faid book, and to examine him touching the ſame, 
and afterwards to make a report thereof to this 
houſe accordingly ; and alfo to take order, and adviſe 
further, for the fending for, and apprehending the 
faid Arthur Hall, if it ſhould ſo fall out, that he 
did withdraw himſelf, or depart out of tawn before 
ſuch time as the ſaid ferjeant could find him; with 
this farther reſolution alfo, that any fuch member 
of this houſe as ſhould happen firſt to ſee him, or 
meet him, might and ſhould in the name of this 
whole houſe, ſtay him, and bring him forth to an- 
ſwer the ſaid matter forthwith before the whole 
houſe, with all poffible ſpeed. 

14th. Mr. Vicechamberlain, for himſelf and the 
reſidue of the committees appointed to examine 
Mr. Hall, the printer, the ſcrivener, and all other 
perſons privy. to the ſetting forth and publiſhing 
of the book, declared their proceedings; and the 


ſaid Mr. Hall being brought to the bar, where after 


ſome reverence to the houſe (though not yet in ſuch 

humble and lowly manner as he ought to have 

done, whereof being admoniſhed by Mr. Speaker) 

he ſubmitted himſelf to the houſe, refuſing to make 

any anſwer or defence, but acknowledged his error, 
| 2 


' Priſon of the Tower, as the priſon proper to this 


to this preſent parliament for this borough, in the 


prayed pardon of the houſe with all hs heart, aa 
that done was 
Reſolved, that he ſhould be committed to the 


houſe. And alſo, 

Reſolved, that he ſhould remain in the aid pri- 
ſon ſix months, and ſo much longer, as until him. 
ſelf ſhould willingly make a retraction of the ſaid 
book to the ſatisfaction of this houſe; or of ſuch 
order, as the houſe ſhould take for the ſame, dur. 
ing the continuance of this ſeſſion of Parliament 
And, 

Reſolved, that a fine ſhould be aſſeſſed by this 
houſe, to the Queen's Majeſty's uſe, upon the ſaid 
Mr. Hall, for his ſaid offence. And reſolved, that 
the ſame fine ſhould be five hundred marks. And 
alſo, 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Mr. Hall ſhould preſently 
be ſevered and cut off from being a member of this 
houſe any more, during the continuance of this 
parliament ; and that Mr. Speaker, by authority of 
this houſe, ſhould direct a warrant from this houſe 
to the clerk of the Crown-office in the Chancery, 
for awarding the Queen's Majeſty's writ to the 
ſheriff of Lincoln, for a new burgeſs to be returned 


TS. © =» mr & wm We = 


S8 F 2 g. g. 8 23 


— 


lieu and ſtead of the ſaid Arthur Hall, ſo as before 
diſabled any longer to be a member of this houſe. 

And, upon another queſtion, it was alſo, in like 
manner, reſolved, that the ſaid book, and ſlande- 
rous libel, ſhould and fhall be holden, deemed, 
taken and adjudged to be utterly falſe and errone- 
ous ; and that the ſame ſhall be publickly teſtified, 
affirmed, and ſet forth, to be falſe, ſeditious, and 
erroneous, in ſuch fort, order and degree, as by 
this houſe ſhall be, during this ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, further determined in that behalf. 

After which, Mr. Hall was brought to the bar, 
and received his ſentence ; and the houſe directed 
the whole form ſhould be drawn up of this pro- 
ceeding ; (which ſee in the Appendix.) 

Nov. 21, 1386. Mr. Markham a burgefs for this D Tae 
borough,” ſhewed, on behalf of the inhabitants of * 
the ſaid borough, FRY 

That Mr. Arthur Hall having been in ſome 
former parliaments returned a burgefs for the ſaid 
borough, and in ſome of the ſame parliaments, for 
certain cauſes, the houſe then moving, diſabled for 
ever afterwards to be any member of this houſe 
at all ; hath of late brought a writ againſt the in- 
habitants of this borough for his wages, amongſt 
other times in attendance at the late ſeſſion of par- 
liament, holden at Weſtminſter (in the 27th year of 
her Majeſty's reign) during which time, as alſo a 
great part of ſome other of the ſaid former parlia- 
ments he did not ſerve in the ſaid houſe, but was 
for ſome cauſes, as aforeſaid, diſabled to be a mem- 
ber of this houſe, and was alſo committed a priſoner 
to the Tower of London; and fo prayeth the ad- 
vice and order of the honourable houſe therein, unto 
the cenſure and order whereof the ſaid inhabitants 
do in moſt humble and dutiful manner ſubmit 
themſelves ; and ſhewed' the writ, which was then 
read by the clerk. 

After the reading whereof, and ſome ſpeeches had 
touching the former proceedings in this houſe 
againſt the ſaid Mr. Hall, as well on diſabling him 
to be any more a member of this houſe, as alſo 
touching his impriſonment, the matter was referred 
to farther conſideration, after ſearch of the precedents 
and entries of this houſe, heretofore had and mace 
in the courſe of the ſaid c | hi 
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Dec. 2. Upon a motion this day, the matter was 
referred to Sir Walter Mildmay, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Sir Ralph Sadler, Thomas Cromwell, 
Robert Markham, and Robert Wroth, eſquires, to 
the end that after due examination thereof by them 
had, if it ſhall fo feem good, they do thereupon 
move the Lord Chancellor, on behalf cf this houſe, 
to ſtay the granting out any attachment or proceſs 

inſt the ſaid inhabitants, for the ſaid wages, at 
the ſuit of the ſaid Arthur Hall; and the ſaid com- 
mittee to ſignify their proceedings therein to the 
houſe, at the next ſitting thereof accordingly. 

March 21. Mr. Cromwell preſented a report in 
writing, that not having time at the laſt meeting 
of parliament (ſeſſion in the Journal, but ſaid to be 
an error) to examine the circumſtance of the cauſe, 
they had in the mean ſeaſon, by their letters, adver- 


tiſed the Lord Chancellor, that the ſaid cauſe was i 


committed unto them, and humbly requeſted his 
lordſhip to ſtay the iſſuing forth any further proceſs 
againſt the ſaid borough, until this ſeſſion of par- 
hament (miſtaken for meeting) which accordingly 
his lordſhip had very honourably performed. And 
the ſaid committee did further declare, that having, 
during this ſeſſion of parliament (miſtaken for meet- 
ing) ſent for Mr. Hall, declared unto him the effect 
of the complaint againſt him, they had defired him 
to remit the ſaid wages which he had demanded of 
the ſaid borough, whom they found very conform- 
able to condeſcend to ſuch their requeſt; and that 
the ſaid Mr. Hall then affirmed unto them, that if 
the ſaid citizens, of the ſaid borough, would have 
made their ſuit unto him, he would upon ſuch their 
own ſuit then remitted the ſame ; ſo he was very 
willing to do any thing which might be grateful to 
this houſe, and did freely and frankly remit the 
ſame ; which being well liked by this houſe, it was 
by them, this day, ordered, that the ſame ſhould 
be entered accordingly. . 

May 18, 1660. Mr. Turner reported 2 the 
committee of privileges and elections, the caſe upon 
the double return for this borough; that upon the 
examination of the fact it appeared, that John 
Newton, eſquire, who is returned with Thomas 
Skipwith, eſquire, by one of the indentures, had a 
greater number of voices than William Ellis, eſquire, 
who is returned with the ſaid Thomas Skipwith by 
the other indenture; and the opinion of the com- 
mittee is, that the ſaid Mr. Newton is duly elected, 
and ought to fit: whereto the houſe agreed, and 
ordered Mr. Ellis's indenture to be withdrawn. 

March 16, 1677. A petition of Sir William Ellis, 
baronet, complaining of an undue return of Sir 


Robert Markham, baronet, to ſerve in this preſent 


parliament for this borough, in injury of the peti- 
tioner, who was duly elected. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges, to examine and report the matter, with their 
opinion. 

May 23, 1678. The ſame petition was preſented; 
and referred to the committee of privileges, to exa- 
mine and report the matter, with their opinion. 

June 10. Sir Thomas Meeres reported from the 
committee the ſtate of the caſe, and that the com- 
mittee had agreed to two reſolutions, viz. 

That Sir Robert Markham is not duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That Sir William Ellis, baronet, is duly elected 
2 burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


borough, 


The Borough of GRANTHAM. 


The ſaid reſolves being read twice, the firſt was 
diſagreed to; and 

Reſolved, that Sir Robert Markham is duly e- 
lected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

May 3o, 1685. A petition of John Newton, eſ- 
quire, touching the election for this borough. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges, to examine and report the matter, with their 
opinion. 

June 3. A petition of Sir William Ellis, touch- 
ing the election for this borough, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges, to examine and report the matter, with 
their opinion, 

Jan. 5, 1697. A petition of the inhabitants of 
the ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, that a writ 
Iſſuing for chuſing a member to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough, in the room of 
Sir John Brownlow, deceaſed, Sir John Thorold 
ſpent money at the ſaid election, contrary to the 
late act of parliament to prevent expences; and by 
bringing ſtrangers to vote, who never were admit- 
ted, their claim being under pretence of a charter 
made by the late King James, which he alſo re- 
voked; and by other undue means, the ſaid Sir 
John Thorold hath procured himſelf to be returned 
for this borough. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Sir John Thorold, 
was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner, the Marquiſs 
of Granby, and Sir William Ellis, were candidates 
at the election of burgeſſes to ſerve in this parlia- 
ment for this borough : that the aldermen refuſed 
to poll ſeveral legal voters for the petitioner, and 
admitted ſeveral to poll againit him, who had no 
right; whereby, and other undue practices, the 
ſaid Marquiſs has procured himſelf to be returned, 
although the petitioner was duly elected: and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 5. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Thurſday next. 

11th. Mr. Freeman reported, from the. ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter upon the ſaid petition—— That 
upon the poll, the votes were, for Lord Granby 176, 
for the petitioner 175. | 

That the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that the 
right of election is in the freemen of the borough, 
not receiving alms or weekly collections. 

For Lord Granby it was inſiſted, this was a bo- 
rough by preſcription; and that the freemen re- 
cciving alms and charity, have a right of voting. 

The petitioner's counſel called Calcraft; who 
ſaid, he had known the borough 40 or 30 years, 
and four or five elections, which have not been dif- 
puted : that the freemen receiving weekly collection 
have voted ; but were always objected to by the 
other ide. 

Whaley ſaid, he had known the borough 18 
years; and believed, thoſe receiving weekly collec- 
tions have not right to vote, 

The committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of members to ſerve 
in parliament for the ſaid borough, is in the free- 
men of the ſaid borough, not receiving alms or 
charity. 

To 
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To diſqualify three of Lord Granby's voters on 
this head, viz. Smith, Haſkard, and Oſborn, the 
petitioner's counſel called Whaley; who produced 
two receipts, one dated in May, and one in June 
laſt, for 40 ſhillings each, poor-money, paid for 
the uſe of Haſkard, and Smith; and faid, the 
latter had received from 1709 : that Oſborn has 
been gone from his wife about five years, and ſhe 
has received charity 26 weeks. 

Calcraft ſaid, Oſborn had been chargeable to the 
town four or five years, and that his wife receives 
conſtant charity. That the counſel for Lord Granby 
admitted the majority for the petitioner, if thoſe 


receiving alms had no right to vote. 


Upon this, the eommittee reſolved, 

That the Lord Marquiſs of Granby is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough. 

That Sir John Thorold, baronet, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough. Whereto, on their being twice read, the 
houſe agreed : and ordered the return to be amend- 
ed accordingly, 


GREAT GRIMSBY. 


HIS borough is ſituate in the county of. 

Lincoln. It was a mayor-town in Edward 
the third's time, and ſent members to parliament 
in the 26th of Edward the firſt ; and has ſo conti- 
nued ever ſince. It is a liberty, and made its o.] 
returns, as appears by the indenture following. 

Reſpons Willielmi Rampton et Willielmi Smith, bal- 
lorum libertatis ville de Grimeſby, virtute cujuſdam 
warrant” per vic. eis dire? patet in quadam cedula 
huic warrant” conſut quod quidam Ricardus Duffeld, et 
Willielmus Grymſbey, ſunt elefti burgenſes pro predicta 
villa de Grymeſhy, ad parliamentum Domini Regis tenend 
apud Weſtm. ibidem comparend ad diem et locum in 
preditto warranto content. 

The memoirs concerning its elections, and the 
repreſentatives in that reſpect, I have met with, are 
theſe. 

Oct. 10, 1667. Upon the 40 of Sir Henry Bel- 
laſis, a new writ was ordered for the election of a 
burgeſs for this borough ; and Sir Philip Tyrwhit 
was returned, againſt whom Sir Fretchville Holles 
lodged a petition, | 

Nov. 22. Serjeant Charleton reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, in the caſe 
of election for this borough, between Sir Philip Tyr- 
whit and Sir Fretchville Holles, That the c&n- 
mittee had, upon full examination of the matter, 
reſolved, 

That the election was not void: 

That Sir Philip Tyrwhit was not duly elected : 

That Sir Fretzville Holles was duly elected, and 
ought to ſit: 

All of which were reſolved by the houſe ; and the 
return ordered to be amended. 

April 13, 1675. A new writ was ordered for the 
elefting a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of 
colonel Holles ; and Sir Chriſtopher Wray was re- 
turned, againſt whom there was lodged a petition : 
but it doth not appear by whom, or the cauſe. 
Only, 

May 5, 1675. Sir Thomas Meers reported, from 
the committee of privileges and elections, the ſtate 
of the caſe, touching the election of a member to 
| ſerve for this borough ; and two votes agreed to by 
the committee; viz. 


Reſolved, &c. that Sir Chriſtopher Wray is well 


returned to ſerve for this borough, and hath right 
to ſit in parliament accordingly. 

Reſolved, that it be reported to. the houſe, as the 
opinion of the committee, That the ſheriff of the 
county of Lincoln be ſent for in cuſtody, for mak. 
ing an undue return for this borough. 

Theſe reſolutions, being twice read, the houſe re. 
ſolved the former, but diſagreed to the latter. 

April 1, 1690. A petition of Sir Thomas Ber. 
nardiſton was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner 
was duly elected for this borough, having the votes 
of 22 of the 27 electors, and ought to have been 
returned; but that John Chaplein, eſquire, the pre. 
ſent bigh-ſheriff of the county, hath procured him. 
ſelf to be returned, contrary to the law, and a ſtand. 
ing order of this houſe : and praying, the petitioner 
may be admitted to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
he being duly choſen thereto. 

Ordered to be referred to the conſideration of the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

Dec. 8, 1699. A petition of Richard Robinſon, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, in the room of Sir Edward Ayſcough, 
deceaſed, the petitioner, Sir Thomas Bernardiſton, 
and captain Thomas Vyner, were candidates ; and 
by treating, bribing, and many illegal practices, 
uſed by Mr. Vyner and his agents, to procure voices 
for him, he was returned as duly choſen ; otherwiſe 
the petitioner had been returned, who read the a& 
againſt expences in open court at the election, and 
charged the voters with breach thereof, and none of 
them denied the ſame: therefore the petitioner prays, 
that the merits of the ſaid election may be heard 
at the bar of the houſe, or otherwiſe, as the houſe 
ſnall think fit. | 

Ordered, that the petition be referred 1 to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, to examine and 
report the matter, with their opinion. 

Feb. 6. Ordered, that Mr. Robinſon have leave 
to withdraw his petition. 

Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Arthur Moor, eſ- 
quire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the late election 
of members to ſerve i in parliament for this borough, 
the petitioner, Thomas Vyner, eſquire, and one Mr. 
William Coatſworth, were candidates ; and ſome of 
the freemen did enter into treaties with ſeveral per- 
ſons in London, for ſale of the choice of a-burgeſs 
to ſuch as would give moſt money ; and according- 
ly one of them did agree with Mr. Coatſworth in 
London, for a great ſum, to elect him a burgeſs 
for this borough, though his name was never heard 
of there, until he was actually on the road thither : 
and the ſaid Mr. Coatſworth, by the mayor and 


his other agents, did bribe moſt of the voters of 


the town with money ; giving none leſs than five 
pounds, but to many of them more, and promiſing 
them larger ſums after the eleftion, in caſe they 
voted for him; by which, and by other undue and 
corrupt practices, Mr. Coatſworth got himſelf a 
majority of votes, and to be returned, in wrong to 
the petitioner, who had the majority of fair votes; 
which the mayor well knew, who ought to have re- 
turned the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid election be 
heard at the bar on this day three weeks. 

March 6. The houſe proceeded, according to or- 
der, to hear the merits of the election for this 
borough, upon the petition of Arthur Moor, eſ- 
quire z and the counſel and witneſſes on both. fades 


being called in, and heard : 
2 And 
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And the counſel for the petitioner, in the pro- 
ceeding on the evidence, offering to produce wit- 
neſſes, to prove the confeſſion of ſeveral. voters, 
that they had money given them for their votes; the 
counſel for the ſitting- member objecting againſt 
ſuch evidence, the counſel withdrew upon that point, 
Whether evidence ſhould be given of ſuch con- 
feſſions ? 

Reſolved, that the counſel be permitted to give 
evidence of the voters confeſſion of bribery. 

And the counſel were called in again, and then 
proceeded with the evidence; which being gone 
through on the petitioner” 8 fide 1 ; 

The counſel for the ſitting- member proceeded in 
their evidence. 

And Mr. Clayton, the mayor of this borough, 
being offered as a witneſs on his part; who being 
objected againſt by the petitioner” s counſel, as a 
perſon charged in the petition, and proved to be 
concerned in paying money to the voters; 

The counſel withdrew upon the point, Whether 
the ſitting- member's counſel ſhould be permitted 
to examine Mr. Clayton? and the queſtion being 
put, That the counſel be permitted to examine Mr. 
Clayton ; it paſſed in the negative. 

And the counſel were called in, and heard; and 
then the counſel withdrew. 

And the queſtion being put, That William Coatſ- 
worth, eſquire, is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough ; it paſſed 
in the negative. 

Reſolved, nem. con. that it appears to this houſe, 
that William Coatſworth, eſquire, hath been noto- 
riouſly guilty of bribery, and other indirect practices, 
in order to procure himſelf to be returned a mem. 
ber to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

Ordered, that the ſaid William Coatſworth, eſ- 
quire, be, for the ſaid offence, committed priſoner 
to his Majeſty's Tower of London; and that Mr. 
Speaker direct his warrants accordingly. 

Then the queſtion being put, That Arthur Moor, 

eſquire, is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough ; it paſſed in 
the negative. 
A motion being made, and the queſtion being 
put, That it appears to this houſe, that Arthur 
Moor, eſquire, by bribery and other indirect prac- 
tices, endeavoured to procure himſelf to be elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough ; it paſſed in the negative. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that Mr. 
Clayton, mayor of this borough, is guilty of bri- 
bery, and other indirect practices, in procuring 
William Coatſworth, eſquire, to be elected a mem- 

ber to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that Mr. 
Perks is guilty of indirect practices, in relation to 
the electing William Coatſworth to be a member to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that Mr. 
Story is guilty of diſtributing money, and other in- 
direct practices, in order for the electing William 
Coatſworth to be a member to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Jeffryes is guilty of diſtribut- 
ing money, and other indirect practices, in order to 
the electing William Coatſworth, eſquire, to be a 
member to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
| borough. 


Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that 


Mr. Bourman is guilty of diſtributing money, and 
other indirect practices, in order to the electing 
William Coatſworth, eſquire, to be a member to 


ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 


Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Clayton, Mr. Perks, 
Mr. Story, Mr. Jeffryes, and Mr. Bourman, be, for 
their reſpective offences, taken into cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe, 

Ordered, that Mr. Rogers, merchant of Hull, 
be ſummoned to attend this houſe, to give an ac- 
count touching the money that was ſent to this bo- 
rough, in order to the election there. 

7th. Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, upon 
the evidence given yeſterday at the bar of this houſe, 
upon the hearing the merits of the election of this 
borough, That Mr. John Newark, agent for Arthur 
Moor, eſquire, is guilty of diſtributing money, and 
other indirect practices, in order to procure the ſaid 
Mr. Moor to be elected to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, upon the 
evidence given yeſterday at the bar of this houſe, 
upon the hearing the merits of the election of this 
borough, That Mr. Branſby is guilty of diſtribut- 
ing money, and other indirect practices, in order to 
procure the ſaid Arthur Moor, eſquire, to be elect- 
ed to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 


Ordered, that the ſaid John Newark, and Mr. 


Branſby, be, for their ſaid offences, taken into the 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

A letter from Mr. H. Maſon, to Mr. William 
Branſby, which was produced yeſterday, upon the 
hearing touching the election for this borough, 
being read, which is as followeth ; viz. 


„ Mr. Branssr, 

* I ſuppoſe Mr. Moor is not well approved on 
above, but I cannot deſire you to be ſo dirty to 
your friend, as to vote againſt him; but I would 
&* adviſe you not to ſtickle too much for him, leſt 
you get yourſelf worſe enemies. I ſuppoſe, the Lord 
« William Powlet, and Sir William St. Quintin, re- 
e commend one Mr. Coteſworth to oppoſe him; 
&* but do as you think fit, and accept of this ſea- 
© ſonable hint from a friend, and burn it when 
* you have read it: extremes never do well. You 
„vill have a ſurveyor- general ſhortly to inſpect 
„ your port, and what books you keep for coal, 
and other accompts. I wiſh Mr, Jefferys and 
e you were kinder, that buſineſs might go on 
« better, and that you might jointly ſign his ac- 
„ counts, which you do not; and pray ſend a nihil 
„ accompt for cinders, and likewiſe your cuſtoms, 
and in and out; and let me ſee you, when you 
can {pare time, the ſooner the better, that I may 
« give you ſome inſtructions againſt . . . ſurveyor 
“ comes. I deſign to deſire a ſalary for you. I 
am in haſte yours, 

33. Bb. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Maſon, an officer of the cu- 
ſtom-houſe at Hull, hath endeavoured, by threats and 
promiſes, to procure Mr. Branſby to influence the 
election of William Coatſworth, eſquire, to be a 
member to ſerve in this preſent parliament tor this 
borough. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Maſon be, for his ſaid 


offence, taken into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms 


attending this houſe. _ 
Reſolved, that this houſe will, on Tueſday fortnight, 
take into farther conſideration what hath appeared 
Terr to 
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to this houſe, in relation to the election. for this .bo- 
rough. 

Ordered, that Mr. Regia, who was yeſterday 
ordered to be ſummoned to attend this houſe, and 
alſo the perſons ordered to be taken into cuſtody 
of the ſerjeant at arms, do attend this houſe on 
Tueſday fortnight, 

Ordered, that no warrant do iſſue this ſeſſion of 
parliament for any new writ for this borough. . 

Reſolved, that-it having appeared to this houſe, 
that there has been an illegal and indirect practice 
at this borough, to examine perſons upon oath, and 
take affidavits, in relation to the evidence they were 
to give at the bar of this houſe, touching the elec- 
tion for this borough : 

Ordered, that Mr. Attorney-general do proſecute 
all perſons who took the ſaid examinations, and affi- 
davits, or were concerned in procuring the ſame. 

8th. Ordered, that the affidavit which was taken 
at this borough, relating to the evidence to be 


given at the bar of this houſe, upon the hearing of 


the merits of the election for this borough, be laid 
before the houſe. 

March 25, 1701. The ſerjeant at arms attending 
this houſe being called upon, to give the houſe an 
account what he had done, in execution of the or- 
ders for taking into cuſtody the perſons directed by 
the houſe to be taken into cuſtody, or ſummaned to 
attend 3 

He acquainted the houſe, that, in relation to the 
matter of this borough, Mr. Clayton, Mr. Story, 
Mr. Bourman, Mr. Branſby, Mr. Newark, and 
Mr. Maſon, were in cuſtody ; and both they, and 
Mr. Rogers, who was ſummoned to attend this 
houſe, did all now attend ; but that Mr. Jeffryes 
and Mr, Perks abſconded, and could not be appre- 
hended. 

Reſolved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to 
his Majeſty, that he will pleaſe to iſſue his royal 
proclamation for apprehending the ſaid Mr. Jeffryes 
and Mr, Perks, with a promiſe of a reward. 

Mr. Rogers was called in, and examined; and 
then withdrew. 

Ordered to be e diſcharged of any further atten- 
dance. 

Mr. Maſon was called in, and examined, and 
then he withdrew. 

| Reſolved, that proviſion be ann, that no mem- 
ber of this houſe, from and after the diflolution of 
this parliament, ſhall be concerned as a commiſſio- 
ner, or other office, in the cuſtoms. 8 

Reſolved, that proviſion be made, that no com- 
miſſioner, or officer of the cuſtoms, ſhall concern 
themſelves in ſolliciting any election, or procuring 
votes for any election, of members to ſerve in par- 
liament. - 

26th. Mr. Speaker connalntnd the houſe, That Mr. 
Jeffryes and Mr. Perks; touching whom the houſe 
did yeſterday reſolve upon an addreſs to be made to 
his Majeſty, for the iſſuing forth his royal procla- 
mation for the apprehending of them, have ſurren- 
dered themſelves to the ſerjeant. 

Ordered their names to be left out of the ſaid pro- 
clamation. 

Jan. 5. A petition of Thomas Vyner, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was elected a 
burgeſs.to ſerve in the two laſt parliaments for this 


. borough; and being invited by the mayor, and 
others, he was a candidate there for this parliament ; 


but by expences, bribery, and other illegal practices, 


of Arthur Moor, a committee man of the Old Eaſt- 


India company, and William Coteſworth, eſquire, 
+ 5 


a member of the new, they „ to themſelyes, 
by a joint intereſt, a majority of votes, and are re- 
turned, tothe manifeſt injury of the petitioner; and 
the endangering the conſtitution of England, y 

expoſing to fale, in like manner, many of the = 
roughs of this kingdom, to publick companies and 


joint · ſtocks: and praying &c. 


Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. 

Nov. 12, 1705. A petition of ſeveral freemen of 
this antient corporation was read; ſhewing, that at 
the late election of members to ſerve in parliament 
for this borough, William Coatſworth, eſquire, was 
not duly choſen ; but by bribery, and other un- 
due practices of Mr. Kitching, late mayor, and his 
agents, he obtained a majority, in prejudice of the 
petitioners, and the rights of the corporation: and 
praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. But it was 
never reported. | 

March 3, 1913. A petition of Sir James Clark, 
knight, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, the petitioner, Arthur Moor, William 
Coatſworth, and Matthew Boucheret, eſquires, were 
candidates: that altho* the petitioner had a majority 
oft Mr. Coatſworth at the election, yet by bribery, 
and other undue practices, the {aid Mr. Coatſworth 
hath procured himſelf to be returned, in wrong to 
the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the — and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of Henry Thiſtleton, Thomas Ste- 
phenſon junior, Thomas Heaton, James Skelton, 
inhabitants of this borough, on behalf of them- 
ſelves, and many others of the ſaid borough, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the election for this borough, 


Arthur Moor, eſquire, did, by illegal practices of 


himſelf and agents, procure a majority of voices, 


and was returned for the ſaid borough, contrary to, 
and in violation of, the privileges thereof : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 1, 1714. Ordered, that the petitioners have 
leave to withdraw their petitions. 

March 28, 1715. A petition of William Coteſ- 
worth, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt 
election of burgeſſes for this borough, the petiti- 
oner, Arthur Moore, Robert Chaplain, eſquires, and 
Joſeph Bankes, were candidates : that before, and 
at the ſaid election, the ſaid Mr. Chaplain and Mr. 
Bankes, by themſelves and agents, were guilty of 
notorious bribery, and other illegal practices, in 
order to procure themſelves to be returned for the 
ſaid borough, and are returned accordingly ; not- 
withſtanding the petitioner was duly elected, by a 
majority of votes, duly qualified; and there- 
fore ought to have been returned a n for the 
ſaid borough: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

In the year 1727, upon the enquiry into the 
conduct of the directors of the South-Sea company, 
Sir Robert Chaplin, baronet, one of the ſaid di- 
rectors, was a member of*the houſe of commons 


for this borough, # 
' Jan. 
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Jan. 23, 1720. Ordered, that Sir Robert Chaplin 
do attend the houſe in his place immediately ; 

But not coming to the houſe that morning, he 
was ordered to attend next Saturday. 

28th. Sir Robert Chaplin attended 1 in his place; 
and 

A motion being made; and a queſtion propoſed, 
That the ſaid Sir Robert Chaplin, a member of 
this houſe, is guilty of a notorious breach of truſt, 
as 2 director of the South-Sea company; and has 
thereby occaſioned very great loſs to great numbers 
of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and highly prejudiced the 
publick credit. 

Sir Robert Chaplin was heard in his place, and 
being withdrawn, 

Reſolved, nem. con. that Sir Robert Chaplin, ba- 
ronet, a member of this houſe, and one of the di- 
rectors of the South-Sea company, is guilty of a 
notorious breach of truſt, as a director of the ſaid 
company; and has thereby occaſioned very great loſs 
to great numbers of his Majeſty's ſubjects, and 
highly prejudiced the publick credit. 

Reſolved, nem. con. that the ſaid Sir Robert 
Chaplin be, for his ſaid offence, expelled this 
houſe. 

3ift. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, for elect- 
ing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of the 
ſaid Sir Robert Chaplin. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of Arthur Moore, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
the candidates were the petitioner, Benjamin Col- 
lier, and Charles Pelham, eſquires: the petitioner 
had a majority of legal votes, and ought to have 
been returned; but the ſaid Mr. Collier and Mr. Pel- 
ham, by themſelves and agents, did, by bribery 
and other corrupt practices, procure ſeveral of the 
electors to vote for them, and the mayor of the 
town to return them, although neither of them had 
a majority of legal votes; in manifeſt prejudice to 
the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

A petition of Joſeph Banks, eſquire, was read 
ſhewing, that at the late election of members to 
ſerve in parliament for this barough, the petitioner, 
Charles Pelham, and Benjamin Collier, eſquires, 
were candidates: that the ſaid Mr. Pelham and Mr. 
Collier, by bribery and other corrupt practices, did 

cure themſelves to be returned members for the 
ſaid borough ; but underſtanding before the elec- 
tion, that the petitioner, if not returned, deſigned 
to petition againſt them, they, with great art, each 
of them ſet up a friend, on whom to caſt ſecond 
votes; thereby, as they hoped, to deter him from 
petitioning, to the great wrong of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 28. Ordered, that Mr. Moore have leave to 
withdraw his petition. 

Dec. 14. Ordered, that Mr. Banks have leave to 
withdraw his petition. 


GUILDEFORD. 


HIS borough is in the county of Surrey, and 

ſent members to parliament from the 26th of 
Edward the firſt, to theſe times. The election 
ſeems to have been in the commonalty by the in- 
denture following ; viz. 
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Hee indenters falla inter Robertum Fenys, armig 9 len. 


vic. com. Surrey, ex una parte, et Jobannem Shenefeld, 


Thomam Palſbue, Johannem Fitz- Jobn, Richardun 


Shawe, Galfridum Frances, et multos alios homines de 
burgo de Guildeford infra burgum illum commorantes et 
reſidentes, ex altera parte; teſtatur quod iidem homines 
eligerunt David Flud, armig. et Jobannem Weſton, 
elend burgenſes burgi prædicli et parliamentum domini 
regis apud Weſtm. ſeptimo die Ofob. prox” futur* tenend” 
ita quod iidem burgenſes, plenam et ſufficientem po- 
teſtatem pro ſe et communitate burgi prædicti habeant 
ad faciend et conſentiend' iis que tunc ibidem de commun 
confilio regni domini regis Anglie favente domino, con- 
tigeret ordinari, Sc. In ciijus rei teſtimonium partes præ- 
dite hiis indenturis figilla ſua alternatim appoſucrimt. 
Dat. apud Guildeford in pleno com. ibidem tent” XVII. 
die Septemb. anno regni Henrici ſexti XXXLIX. 

The other memoirs I have met with of conteſted 
elections, and of the rights of election, or its mem- 
bers in theſe reſpects, are theſe. 

March 28, 1679. A petition of Algernon Sidney, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue return of Thomas 
Dalmahoy, eſquire, as one of the burgeſſes to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough; in in- 
jury of the petitioner, who was duly elected, and 
ought to have been returned. 

Reſolved it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

Jan. 23, 1688. A petition of Morgan Randyll, 
eſquire, was read; complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent 
convention for this borough. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. 

April 24, 1689. Colonel Birch reported from the 
ſaid committee the matter concerning this election. 
That the queſtion was, whether the right of e- 
lection of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this 
town was only in the freemen and freeholders of the 
ſaid tou u, paying ſcot and lot, and reſident in the 


ſame, or in general, whether they paid ſcot and lot, 


Or not. 

That it was agreed on both ſides, that Foot 
Onſlow, eſquire, was duly elected one of the bur- 
geſſes for the ſaid town: but the counſel for Mr. 
Randyll inſiſted, the right was in the freemen and 
freeholders of Guildeford in general, though they 


did not pay ſcot and lot; that ſeveral of them be- 


ing denied by the mayor, ſome others proceeded in 
it; and that in the whole, the petitioner had 188, 
and Mr. Weſton 130. 

—— Banbury delivered in two papers, which he 
ſaid, were copies of the poll, taken at the election. 

Moore ſaid, he was a freeman and paid ſcot and 
lot ; has lived there ſeventy-three years, and forty- 
eight years ſince he was polled at the election, and 
all the freemen without diſtinction; at Parkhurſt's 
and Abbot's election, all polled who did not pay 


ſcot and lot, and all that time he did not pay ſcot 


and lot, being new married, yet voted, and never 
received alms; and it continued fo till King James 
the ſecond's time, and then the magiſtrates would 
have none polled, but what paid to the church and 
poor ; but before, he ſaid, an order uſed to be read 
in the church, for all freemen to come to the elec- 
tion; and though he remembers four or five elec- 
tions, yet he never knew any diſpute about paying 
to the church and poor; and that he has known 
thoſe who lived in alms-houſes, and thoſe who re- 
ceived alms, to vote, but could not name any. 
Wilbey 
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Wilkey ſaid, he had known elections forty-two 
years ; and if they were freemen, though alms-men, 
they voted ; he now pays ſcot and lot, and had paid 
for three years, but when he did not pay he voted; 
that he voted for Mr. Glover and Mr. Weſton, 
Sir Richard, and Sir Arthur Onflow, though he 
did not pay, and there was no diſpute about paying, 
before King James the ſecond's time. 

Thomas Ellis ſaid, he had known the town forty- 
two years, and at Mr. Glover and Mr. Weſton's 
election, all freemen voted, though they received 
alms ; he then polled, though he did not pay to 
the poor, but did not receive alms, and now pays. 

Coldham faid, he took the poll for Mr. Randyll 
at his deſire, after the poll was adjourned, and be- 


fore it was declared, but whether they were freemen, 


or who they were, he knows not; but ſays, he 
polled about 30. 

Chenell ſays, he knew about go of thoſe polled 
by Mr. Coldham to be freemen. 

And other witneſſes ſaid, as ſoon as the court 


ſaw Mr. Randyll deſired all the freemen might poll, 
and the mayor declared none ſhould poll but ſuch 


as paid ſcot and lot; that Mr. Randyll did offer a 


| liſt of names to the mayor after the adjournment, 


and before the poll was declared, and the mayor 
refuſed to poll them, becauſe they were not qua- 


lified. 


Mills and Bray ſaid, ſeveral were denied to poll 


by the mayor, though they offered themſelves, did 


not receive alms, nor pay ſcot and lot. 

Milton ſaid, he knows the men polled in the 
liſt by Mr. Coldham, except two or three, to be 
freemen ; about thirty- eight of them were allowed 
in 1679, and about ſix or ſeven receive alms of 
the pariſh. 

The counſel for the petitioner excepted to 23 
of the ſitting-member's voters, but their counſel 
undertook to make out their right. 

For Mr. Weſton—The counſel inſiſted, that the 
right of election was only in the freemen and free- 
holders of the town, paying ſcot and lot; and re- 
ſident there; that upon caſting up the poll at firit, 
Mr. Onſlow had 190, Mr. Weſton 148, Mr. Ran- 
dyll 118 but after the poll was ſcrutinized and re- 
duced thus, Mr. Onflow- 143, Mr. Weſton 105, 
Mr. Randyll 93, and delivered in the poll taken 1 
the mayor's order: and called 

Mr. Child, who ſaid, upon the poll there is 190 
for Mr. Onſlow, 148 for Mr. Weſton, 118 for Mr. 
Randyll; but on the ſcrutiny 143 for Mr. Onſlow, 
Mr. Weſton 105, Mr. Randyll 93; that ſeveral in 


nevolence, and none of them pay ſcot and lot, but 
ſeveral of them receive alms; ſome that have that 
benevolence have paid ſcot and lot, and ſometimes 


. voted on one ſide, and fometimes on another; that 


the Archbiſhop” s money given to maintain the ma- 
nufacture in the town, and trade failing, there is a 
decree for it to be paid to poor people; that Mr. 


Randyll was not preſent at the ſcrutiny ; but the 


mayor offered he might have two, and he ſaid, he 
was adviſed not; but ſays, the mayor made procla- 


mation at firſt, that he would exempt no perſon -. 


but who did not pay ſcot and lot for their poverty; 


and that upon ſcrutiny, they who received Arch- 


biſhop Abbot's charity, were not ſtruck out of the 


Poll, if they paid ſcot and lot. 


Another Witneſs ſaid, the paper given in by Mr. 


Coldham were moſt of them very poor men, and 


ſome of them had aims of the pariſh. - 
Mr. Child faid, moſt of chem excepted to by 


Mr. Randyll are freemen, and pay ſcot and lot; and 


though ſome did not, they were not exempted by 
means of poverty. Upon the whole, the committee 
reſolved, 

That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for this town, is only in the freemen ang 
freeholders of the ſaid town, paying ſcot and lot, 
reſiant in the ſame. 

That John Weſton, eſquire, is duly elected 2 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the 
ſaid town : which being twice read, were agreed to 
by the houſe. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of John Weſton, ef. 
quire, was read; ſhewing, John Randyll and 
the petitioner, were duly choſen burgeſſes to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this town; but the 
mayor hath returned Foot Onſlow, eſquire, inſtead 
of the petitioner, to his prejudice : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Nov. 16, 1699. A petition of John Weſton, ef. 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of members to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, Morgan Randyll, eſquire, and the petitioner, 
were duly choſen ; but that the mayor of the aid 
borough hath wrongfully returned Foot Onſlow, 
eſquire, with Mr. Randyll, and refuſed to poll ſeve- 
ral freemen for the petitioner, though he admitted 
ſeveral others under the ſame qualifications to poll 
for Mr. Onſlow, and in ſeveral other inſtances the 
mayor was highly partial : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred as before. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Morgan Randyll, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt elec- 
tion of members to ſerve in this parliament for this 
town, the petitioner, Denzil Onſlow, Robert Wroth, 
eſquires, and ſeveral others, were candidates; and 
Mr. Wroth, by notorious bribery, and other un- 
lawful practices, did procure votes, and deter others 
from voting for . the petitioner; and Mr. John 
Goodyer, the mayor, polled ſeveral perſons for Mr. 
Wroth, who had no right, and rejected divers, who 
had a right, for the petitioner; and he and Mr. 
Child, the town-clerk, ſhewed themſelves very par- 
tial againſt the petitioner, denying the petitioner a 
ſcrutiny, and returning Mr. Wroth, without exa- 
mining the a the petitioner : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be ed, to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Mr. Coldham's liſt receive Archbiſhop Abbot's be- 


Jan. 31. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Saturday next. 

Feb. 3. Mr. Freeman reported, from the ſaid 
committee, the matter upon the ſaid petition, as 


follows. 


That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
mayor, freemen and freeholders, of the ſaid bo- 
rough, reſiding in the borough, paying ſcot and 
lot: and it was agreed, that one, who had ſerved 


ſeven years apprentice to a freeman, was ipſo fats a 


man. 

The poll was, for Mr. Wroth 111, for Mr. Ran- 
dyll 108. 

To take off 13 of Mr. Wroth's votes; eight, as not 
qualified, and five others, on account of bribery; they 
called Parmafoy, and others, who ſaid, Burnham, 
White, Collyer, Butler, and Hill, are neither free- 
men or freeholders; Joſeph Emlin was not reſident 
till the election was proclaimed, and Jewer doth nat 
pay ſcot and lot. But it was 2 Burnham and 

White 
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White are freemen ; and Jewer is excuſed his rates, 
for maintaining his mother. 

Witherell ſaid, Gallop had not his freehold till 
Michaelmas, and the election was on the 4th of 
October : the purchaſe was on the 19th of Auguſt. 

Loveland owned, he had had a bribe of 24 8. for 
his vote for Mr. Wroth. 

Golding ſaid, that Henry Quennell fold him a 
bullock for 3 1. 15 8. the fame Price he bought it 
at; and that Mr. Wroth gave him four-pence a 
ſtone above the market price for ſome beef, or he 
would have been for Mr. Onſlow and Mr. Randyll. 
| Rogers ſaid, he voted for Mr. Wroth, becauſe 
he had the benefit of making 100 meal tubs, and 
Mr. Wroth promiſed him work, or he ſhould have 
voted for the petitioner. 

Gilbert ſaid, he heard Yates promiſe Yalden 30 l. 
of the town's money for apprentices, to vote for 
Mr. Wroth; and Witherell ſaid, Yalden owned, 
ſix of the ſeven magiſtrates made him the ſame 
promiſe for his vote. 

Mutford ſaid, Parkhurſt owned, he ſhould have 
been for Mr. Randyll, if he had not been threatned 
to be ſued for 101. of the town's money. | 

To prove bribery — Robert Jackman, and others, 
ſaid, Yates gave Jackman two guineas to vote for 
Mr. Wroth; and becauſe he did not, he was 
threatned to be ſued for it. 

Cockerell ſaid, Smallpiece gave him 3 1. to vote 
for Mr. Wroth. 

Stephens ſaid, Yates gave him two guineas for 


Scorigin. his vote, and he voted for him. 


Gerard Smith ſaid, about a month before the 
election, he heard Wood promiſe Valler the grind- 
ing of 20 loads of Wheat, which is four ſhillings a 
load, if he would vote for Mr. Wroth. 

Watts and Mudford proved, the ſeveral perſons, 
who gave and promiſed theſe bribes, are agents for 
Mr. Wrotb. 

The counſel for Mr. Wroth called, to take off 
three voters from Mr. Randyl, Maybank and Bur- 
ton, who ſaid, Mollace and Sands are not rated in 
Trinity pariſh, where they live, becauſe they will 
not receive them as inhabitants, but are rated where 
they came from. 

That it was objected, Yalden was no freeman. 
But it was proved, he ſerved a clerkſhip with the 
town-clerk, a freeman, and is admitted an attorney 
of the town court. 

They alſo excepted to Cooper, Roberts, and 
Brown, for bribery: they called Benbrick and New- 
berry, who ſaid, Cooper owned, Mr. Randyl pro- 
miſed to make him ſurveyor of the window-lights, 
if he would vote for him. But Cooper, being 
called in, denied the charge; and ſaid the petitioner 
never made him any ſuch promiſe, nor ever aſked 
his vote; and that he only ſaid, he believed he 
ſhould have ſuch a place, but not of the petitioner. 

Glover ſaid, Roberts adviſed him not to promiſe 
his vote, for he would engage to get him ten 
pounds from the petitioner. 

Brown ſaid, the petitioner, - the morning of the 
election, aſked his vote, which he promiſed ſix weeks 
before, in caſe he would aſſiſt him in regard to a 
demand made for fees by Mr. Child, which the pe- 
titioner undertook ; and therefore gave him his 
Vote. 

Upon this evidence, the committee reſolved, 
That Robert Wroth, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That Morgan Randy], eſquire, is duly elected a 


burgeſs to ſerve in this preſeat parliament for this 
borough To which reſolutions (on their being 
twice read) the houſe agreed. 
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March 19, 1713. A petition of John Walter, 


eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, the petitioner and Denzil Onſlow, eſ- 
quire, were candidates; that by the illegal practices 
of the mayor and town-clerk in admitting ſeveral 
to poll who had no right, and by refuſing others, 
who had a right, have unduly returned Mr. Onflow 
in wrong of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

'Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the commit- 
tee, that they hear the matter of the ſaid petition 
on the 1ſt day of April next. 

April 21. Ordered the report to be received on 
Tueſday morning next. 

27th. Sir Gilbert Dolben reported the matter of 
the ſaid election. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
mayor, freemen, and frecholders, reſident within 
the borough, paying ſcot and lot. 

It was alſo agreed, that ſuch freemen as have no 
right to freedom by birth, after their fathers freedom, 
or by ſervice of ſeven years apprenticeſhip within the 
borough, to a freeman, muſt be admitted, and the 
majority of the mayor, magiſtrates, and approved 
men. The poll was, 

For Mr. Onſlow 99, 
For Mr. Walter 89. 

That to add to the petitioner's poll two votes who 
were refuſed, they called for the petitioner, 

William Shudall, who proved Richard Fludder 
is a freeholder within the borough, by producing a 
conveyance from his mother to him in fee for gol. 
and that he offered to vote for the petitioner, 

And that Nathanael Hyde, who offered to vote 
for the petitioner, ſerved a clerkſhip of five years 
with Mr. Coldham, town-clerk of this borough, 
whoſe former clerk, Edmund Yalden, was admitted 
to freedom. | 

It appeared by the Journal of the 3d of February 
1710, that in the firſt then controverted election, it 
was proved Yalden ſerved a clerkſhip with the 
town-clerk, who was a freeman, and Yalden was 
admitted an attorney of the town- court. 

The petitioner objected againſt eighteen of Mr. 
Onſlow's voters for not being qualified, and againſt 
two for bribery : and called, | 

Lawrence Geale, who ſaid, he collected the poor 
rates at Michaelmas and Chriſtmas laſt, and the 
widow Woods paid him thoſe rates; ſhe, and not 
Caleb Woods, her ſon, who voted, was rated in 
the books, and alſo in the new books made ſince 
the election; but after the new books were made, it 
was altered, at Richard Middin's ſhop ; the mayor 
would not ſign it till ſhe was ſtruck out, and Caleb 
put in. 

That Caleb Woods has a good eſtate in this bo- 
rough, and they ſay, is a voter. 

Howard ſaid, William Brooks doth not pay ſcot 
and lot; the veſtry, laſt Ladyday was twelve months, 
left him out of the book at his own deſire, becauſe of 
his poverty; and he has not been rated ſince. 

Mulford ſaid, Edward Smith is not reſident ; he 
came with his family into the borough before the 
election, and a few days after went away again; he 
has an houſe in the borough, but it is let; he lives 
at the priory houſe, no part of which is within the 
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borough : ſince he went to the priory, he ferved af- 
ſeſſor and collector of the land- tax, and church- 
warden, and collector of the window-tax, within 
the borough: he is rated and pays the poor rate for 
his houſe in the borough, by agreement with his 
renant : that St. Nicholas pariſh is part in the bo- 
rough and part but of it: Smith was collector for 
that part which was within the borough ; but he and 
his family, refided out of the borough at the time 
of the election. 

Weſtbrook ſaid, that no part of the priory, nor 
of the land belonging to it, was ever looked upon, 
or reputed to be within the borough ; that Smith 
has lived there four or five years, and his farnily 
three years; ſince that time, he has been chertch 
warden, and now is an aſſeſſor of the land-tax for 
that part of St. Nicholas parifh which is within the 
borough ; his houſe in the borough, has been let 
theſe two years: Smith is rated for it to the poor. 

That Joſeph Clarke and Robert Hill were admitted 
to be no freemen. 

Weſtbrook ſaid, Richard Baden came into the 
pariſh by certificate from St. Mary's parifh; he was 
fared two years ſince, but has never paid, or has 
been diſtrained, by reaſon of his poverty; that the 
houſe he lives in is within the borough, and he has 
a bed in it. . 

John Crockford ſaid, that Baden ſerved two 
years apprenticeſhip with his father at Croyden; and 
was then turned over, and ſerved five years appren- 
ticeſhip at this town; three years to John Benbrick, 
and two years to Joſeph Benbrick. 

Whitehall ſaid, that the wives of Edmund Elkins 
and John Miles are tenants in common of an houſe 
which is freehold, and part is in Stoke pariſh and 


part in Guildford ; the value of the whole is 3 l. 


yearly ; that Miles lives at Stoke, arid nobody 
voted for this houſe but Elkins. 

Howard ſaid, that Roger Valler is no ftecholder, 
and is reputed to be no freeman: the houſe he lives 


in is not in the borough ; but for that houſe he has 


ſerved conſtable in che corporation, for the pariſh of 
che Holy Trinity; and has voted formerly. | 

Berry ſaid, that Valler ſerved his apprenticeſhip 
with Hall, who was not a freeman. 

Watts faid Valler told him, that Mr. Coldham, 
the town-clerk, enrolled him at his ow] houſe fot 
ſixpence ; and ſaid, his maſter was ti freeman, and 
he thought he bought his freedom very cheap; he 
alſo faid, that ſuch as have no right by birth, or 
ſervice, cannot be made free, but by the magiſtrares ; 
and it muſt be ſuch a fine to the corporation as the 
whole body ſet at the common-hall ; and that 13 1. 
has been given for freedom where there was no right; 
that they ſhould call an hall, on purpoſe to ſet the 
fine, but they do not take this method now; thar 
Valler's houſe is not in the borough, but for thar 


houſe he has ſerved offices within the borough, and 


has polled formerly and not queſtioned ; that free- 
men vote by being enrolled, freeholders without 
being enrolled. | 
Sands ſaid he lived in Guildford fifty years, and 
that five guineas was the loweſt fine he ever knew 
ſet for freedom where there was no right; 15 I. and 
101. have been paid, and two guineas refufed : 
that the fine ought to be ſet by the mayor, ma- 
giſtrates, and approved men, which are thofe who 
have ſerved bailiffs; none but thoſe who have a 
right, except gentlemen and men of quality, Have 
been admitted freenien without a fine to the cotpo- 
ration ; all who have copies of freedoth ate allowed 
to vote, | 


That it appeared by two admiſſions, that in the 
year 1702, 151. and in the year 1703, 10 l. was 
paid for freedom. | 

Watts and Sands faid, that Richard Strudwicke 
ſerved Valler. | 

Mulford ſaid, that Betts pretended to ſerve James 
May, but did not ſerve his time; he has often voted, 
was always queried ; and in the election 1716; and 
another election before, he was diſallowed by the 
houſe of commons. ä 

That it appeared by the Journal of the 18th of De. 
cember 1699, that in the then controverted election, 
May faid, that Betts was only bound to him under a 
colour to be made free of the town, and his inden- 
tures were ſealed two years after the date, and he 
lived with his mother after he was bound, and uſed 
the trade of a barber ; though May owned, that 
during the time he was bound, he had the benefir 
of ſetvice about a year and a half, 

Whitehall ſaid, that James Goodyer ſerved ſeven 

ears apprenticeſhip to one Hollis at Tillington in 

Sanz, und did not ſerve in this town. 

Steer faid, George Cook never ſerved ſeven years 
apprenticeſhip in this corporation. 

Booker faid, Cook is a poor man; he has had 
tol. yearly of the hoſpital money, and received 
alrns of the pariſh three months ago. 

Geale ſaid, Hall did not ſerve his time in Guilde. 
ford; that he is not in the poors book ; his houſe 
has been rated at 61. but he came thither ſince the 
laſt rate of the inhabitants ; cannot poll if they are 
not rated in the poors book. 

Mulford ſaid, that Bibby ferved Angelo Burt, 
but before his time was out he abſconded, and went 
to live at Horſham, and never returned to his 
maſter. "FA 

Berrye faid, that Hill's father was bound appren- 
tice to him, but neither living with him, or ferving 
him, he gave him up his indentures, but nevet 
made him free; the witneſs put William Hill in 
ſerjeant; and believes he might vote in an election 
when he was mayor. 

That Smalpiece ſerved his time out of town, to 
one Blaſden, and believes he had paid ſcot and lot, 
and voted. 

Watts ſaid, Smalpiece lives out of the borough, 
at Mr. RandyFs, and told the witnefs he had not 
lived in his houſe for twelve months. 

Sands and Mulford ſaid, that Thomas Thatcher 
fer ved his apprenticeſhip at Weſtminſter, and not 
itt this town, and that his facher was no free- 

That it appeared by the Journal of 18 Decem- 
bet 1699, that, in the then conttoverted election, 
Joſeph Benbrigg depoſed, that Thomas Thatcher 
had hot been admitted to poll for 20 years, and 
was tefuſed as no freeman. 

Robert Parkhurſt ſaid, that Henry Thatcher 
ſerved only five years in Guildeford, to Thomas 
Rogers, who was no freeman. 

Mulford and Shudall ſaid, Jackman owned to 
them, that he voted for Mr. Onflow. becauſe Mr. 


Raridylt got an entail docked for him, and paid 


the bill for it, amounting to 15 or 161, 

Mulford and Weſtbrooke faid, that William 
Williamſon ſenior, owned he did not vote for the 
petitioner, becauſe Mr. Quennel, one of the magiſ- 
trates; prormiſed him ten of twenty pounds of the 
hoſpital money next Chriſtmas, if he voted in their 
inteteſt. 
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To juſtify fiſteen of the voters objected to, as 
diſqualified, no objection being made againſt Mr. 
May junior, Nehemiah Wilkins, and Hugh Moth 
juniof ; for the ſitting- member were called Woods, 
who ſaid, his brother Caleb Woods had an eſtate 
of one hundred pounds yearly, and twenty pounds 
of it within the borough ; and that he has paid the 
Queen's tax, and poor rates ever fince Michaelmas 
laſt. 8 
Watleton ſaid, that Caleb Woods had paid the 
poor rates for half a year laft. 

Thar it was admitted, that Brooks had formerly 
paid to the poor, but did not pay the two laſt 

ymefits. | 

Burt ſaid, that part of the priory garden is with- 
in the borough ; Smith has an houſe within Guilde- 
ford, is ſometimes there and ſometimes at the priory 
his houſe in town is large endugh for two fa- 
milies, and was formerly two tenements: he is now 
an aſſeſſor in the borough, and has been church- 
warden in the borough, for that patt of the pariſh 
of St. Nicholas which is within the borough, and 
Hved at the priory at the ſame titne. 

Joſeph Benbrick ſaid, Richard Baden ſerved two 
years of his apprenticeſhip to his eldeſt brother, 
and was then turned over to him with the trade, 
and ſerved five years with him in Guildford. 

Joſeph Burt ſaid, a great part of Elkins* houſe 
is in Guildford, and the part where he lodges is in 
Stoke, the tenement is 3 1. yearly, and fifty ſhillings 
of it is rated to the Queen's tax in Guildford. 


George Mabbank faid, Elkins paid ſcot and lot 


in the bordugh, and is rated 21. 10 8. yearly. 

That the following entries are in the Gen- Bol. 
March 29, 1903. Roger Valtet allowed to be free, 
having ſerved ſeven years to William Hall. 

July 30, 1711. Richard Strud wick, apprentice to 
Roger Valler, admitted. 

Sept. 17, 150g. John Betts, apptentice to james 
May, admitted by the mayor. 

May 29, 1700. In a liſt of ſuch perſons as ate, at 
this Guild, allowed to be freemen, are, 

James Goodyer; ſerved ſeven years to his father 
Saunder: 

George Cook; ſerved ſeven years with John 
Goodyer: 

John Hall; ſerved ſeven years with his father 
Humphry: 

William Hill; eldeſt ſon to his father William, a 
weaver: 

Jan. 15,1703. John Bibby ; apprentice to Angelo 
Burt junior, admitted: ; | 

May 30, 1670. Thomas Smalpiece ; ſerved two 
yeats to Adryan Van Prefton of Guildhall, and 
five years to one Blaſden of Sheer, allowed to be a 
freeman : Thomas Smalpiece is rated in the poor 
rate for Midſummer 1713. 

Price Maſſey ſaid, that Smalpiece has lived at 
Guildeford 30 years; he works by the day at Mr. 
Randyel's, and often lies there. 

May 29, 1700. Thomas Thatcher entered as a 
freeman in the town-book, as eldeſt ſon of his fa- 
ther Thomas, who is entered a freeman in the ſame 
book, in 1664. 

Leonard Child ſaid, Henry was eldeſt ſon to 
Thomas his father, and thiete was another elder ſon, 
who died under age. | 

That Mr. Onſlow's counſel excepted againſt ſeven 
of Mt. Walter's votes for not being qualified, and 
againſt two others for bribery : and called, 

Mr. Burt, who ſaid Mr. Pigot is no freeman; he 
owned to the witneſs he has no vote for the county, 

g | 


that he got himſelf out of the poor-book, on ac- 
count of his being mafter of the free-ſchool ; but 
faid, he would be rated again, to qualify him to 
vote at this election. | 

George Mabbank ſaid, fix years ago Mr. Pigot 
was in the poors-rate, but refuſed to pay; and ſince 
that time oftener been left out, than continued: 
that he has a ſalary of 20 l. yearly. 

Weſton faid, Wheatly was bound an apprentice 
to him for ſeven years, and ſerved between four and 
five years; then married, and bought out the reſt 
of his time for 201. 

Standiſh ſaid, he was fellow-apprentice with Ber- 
wick, and his maſter gave him up his indenture 
when he had one year and a half to ferve. 

Weſtbrook faid, William Stout had an houſe in 
the borough, but it is mortgaged to Mr. Randyll; 
he lives in the back part of it, and the witneſs 
doth not know he is a freeman. 

The counter part of the mortgage was pro- 

duced. 

Child faid, John Walter was queried by the mayor 
at the poll, and could not make out his right, either 
as freeman, or frecholder. 

Daniel Burgeſs faid, that Caſtillion Clerk was 
bound apprentice to him ; he often abſconded, and 
refuſed his ſervice, but actually ferved ſix years and 
a quarter, beſides his abſence : having been an ill 
fervant, the witneſs, at his father and mother's re- 
queſt, difcharged him three quarters of a year be- 
fore his time expired. 

Child ſaid, Gilham has always lived at Stoke; 
ſome part of the houſe is in the borough, but the 
door, by which he goes in and out, is in Stoke 
and John Webb ſaid, Gilham is now nominated 
overſeer of the poor for the pariſh of Stoke. 

Pearce Maſſey faid, Watts declared, that if the 
etitioner did not bring down the commiſſion to in- 
ſpect the charitable uſes of the town, he would not 
give him his vote. 

Jewer faid, Batneſtey owned to him, he voted 
for the petitioner, becauſe he promiſed to help him 
to a debt of ten pounds, owing from one of the 
pariſhes : and the witneſs ſaid, the petitioner afked 
his vote, and promiſed to help him to a debt of 41. 
which was owing to his wife by another perſon; 
but he voted for Mr. Onſlow. 

To prove farther offers of bribery, were called, 

Betts; who ſaid, he voted. for Mr. Onflow, but 
if he would have voted for Mr. Walter, he was of- 
fered a treat of 10 l. to be ſpent at his houſe ; and 
Mr. Walter's ſervant offered him the making of ten 
pounds worth of nets. 

George Cook ſaid, that, two nights before the 
election, Joſeph Clements offered him three guineas 
to vote for the petitioner; and in caſe he would 
not, he offered him a guinea to go out of town; 
but he voted for Mr. Onflow. 

That the night before the election, the petitioner 
aſked his vote; and he anſwering, he was engaged, 
the petitioner defired him to go out of town; but 
he did not offer him any money. 

Jonathan Darby ſaid, Mr. Pigot promiſed him 
ten or fifteen pounds, to vote for the petitioner, 
but he voted for Mr. Onſlow. | 

That Mr. Walter's counſel inſiſted, the entries in 
the town-book of the perſons objected to, for not 
being regular freemen, were made by the town- 
clerk without any authority, and therefore ſuch en- 
tries did not give a right to freedom, 

The countel for Mr. Onſlow inſiſted, theſe en- 
tries were regularly made, 
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. The committee reſolved, | 
That Denzil Onflow, eſquire, is duly elected a 


burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament tor this 
| - and the petitions read, and ſeveral witneſſes exa. 


borough. 

The ſaid reſolution, being twice read, was agreed 
to by the houſe. 

Dec. 18, 1717. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, in the room of Denziel Onſlow, eſquire, 
made out- ranger of Windſor- Foreſt. 


HARWICH. 
HIS borough is in the county of Eſſex z and 


made one return to parliament in the 17th of 
4 Regiſt. Edward the third, of which Mr, Pryna hath taken 


1002. notice; but after that ceaſed until the 12th of 


King James the firſt, who then by his charter 


granted that privilege again ; ſince which, it has © 


Willis. continued to do till this time, as Dr. Willis and 
4749. 53- Dale write; but I find, in this laſt aſſertion, they 
Lit of are ſomewhat miſtaken, for, by the Journals of 
Members, Queen Elizabeth, 1601, it appears they were then 
170. 1730. ſummoned. With this memoir I ſhall begin con- 
cerning its elections and members; and from thence 
to this time, theſe following do occur. | 
D'Ewe's Nov. 5, 1601. The town of Harwich in Eſtex, 
] _ and Newtown in the county of Southampton, have 
F. returned burgeſſes this parliament, which they never 
did before. 

March 27, 1690. A petition of Sir Philip Parker, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that the . petitioner, 
and Sir Thomas Middleton, were duly elected for 
this borough, notwithſtanding indirect practices 
were uſed by the mayor there, to prevent the petiti- 
oner's election; who, in prejudice to, and in the 
ſtead of the petitioner, hath returned the Lord 
Viſcount Chene to ſerve for this borough : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Dec. 18, 1708. A petition of Sir Thomas Davall, 
knight, was preſented and read; ſhewing, there be- 
ing a vacancy of a member to ferve in parliament. 
for this borough, the petitioner, and Kendrick Ediſ- 
bury, eſq; were candidates; and the petitioner had 16 
indiſputable voices, and Mr, Ediſbury had only 15 : 
but John Philipſon, gentleman, the mayor (who is 
brother-in-law to Mr. Ediſbury) pretended to vote 
for him, and thereby to make an equality ; whereas 
he ought not to vote, but where the numbers are 
equal: and ſeveral indirect means were uſed, to the 
petitioner's prejudice z and a double return is made 
of the petitioner and Mr. Ediſbury ; and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar on the 13th 
of January. 

20th. A petition of Kendrick Ediſbury, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of a 
burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this borough, in 

the room of Sir John Leak, the petitioner was duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned; but Sir 


Thomas Davall (who alſo was a candidate) and his 


agents, uſed many indirect practices, and John Phi- 
lipſon, mayor. of the ſaid borough, hath made a 
double return of the petitioner, and the ſaid Sir 
Thomas Davall, to the petitioner's prejudice : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar on the ſame 
I 3th of n 

I 


January 13, The houſe proceeded. to hear the 


merits of the ſaid double return and election: 


And the counſel on both ſides were called in, 


mined; and the counſel heard on both ſides, both 
for the election and return; and being withdrawn, 
it was reſolved, 

That Sir Thomas Davall, knight, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parkicmens 
for this borough. 

That Kenrick Ediſbury, eſquire, i is not duly ele. 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament fot 
this borough. 

And it appeating to the houſe, that at the laſt 
election for chis borough, there was an equality of 
votes, viz. 16 for Sir Thomas Davall, and 15, and 
the mayor, for Kenrick Ediſbury : 
ey that the ſaid election is a void elec. 

: and a new writ ordered. 
arch 6, 1713. A petition of Carew Heryy 
ay, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the 


election for this borough, Sir Thomas Davall, knight, 
the petitioner, and Thomas Heath, eſquire, were 


candidates: that the petitioner had the majority, 
and ought to have been returned, in the room of 
Mr. Heath; who, by his undue practices, hath pro- 
cured himſelf to be returned, in wrong of the pe- 
titioner : and praying &c. 

A petition of Thomas Heath, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the election for this borough, the 
petitioner, Sir Thomas Davall, and Carew Harvey 
Mildmay, eſquire, were candidates: that the peti- 
tioner was duly elected, and ought to have been 
returned with Sir Thomas Davall; but the mayor 
has illegally made a double return of the petitioner 
wich Carew Harvey Mildmay, in wrong of the pe- 
titioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 1, 1714. Ordered to be reported on Tueſ- 

day morning next. 
Sth. Sir Gilbert Dolben reported the matter of 
the ſaid election and double return of Sir Thomas 
Devall and Mr. Mildmay, who are returned by one 
indenture, and Sir Thomas Devall, and Mr. Heath, 
by another. 


It was agreed, that Sir Thomas Devall was duly 


elected. 

The poll for Mr. Mildmay and Mr. Heath were 
16 each. 

Mr. Mildmay's counſel inſiſted, that the right of 
election of members to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough is in the mayor, aldermen, and capital 
burgeſſes reſiding within the borough ; and when a 
capital burgeſs removes from the borough, his place 
is, ipſo facto void. 

For Mr. Heath it was inſiſted, that the right 
was in the mayor, aldermen, and capital | burgeſſes 


at large ; and that an order of the corporation for 


disfranchiſements is neceſſary, when a capital bur- 
gels removes from the borough, otherwiſe his place 
is not void. 

For Mr. Mildmay, was proved, 

By the charter, the capital burgeſſes are required 
to be refidentes et inbabitantes; and the ks for 
chooſing members to parliament, directs the election 
to be per why aldermannos, et capitales burgenſes. 

It appeared, by the minutes of the corporation, 
that in the years 1658 and 1661, two perſons were 
elected into the places of others, who were removed 


out of town, And Mr. Daniel Smith ſaid, * 
n 
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order for 
fatto, void 
of twenty 
Dean, Robert Fox, Iſaac Betts, Stephen Morriſe, 
captain Radburn, and Edmund Reynolds; on whoſe 
removal, others were choſen in their place : but 
ſaid, captain Burleigh, after he went out of town, 
ated as a capital burgeſs ; but then the non-reſi-, 
dents were not- diſputed ; and that Charles Smith, 
and Daniel Smith, acted as capital burgeſſes, al- 


rough. | 

Three of Mr. Heath's voters were objected to, 
as non-reſidents ; viz. captain Burleigh, Tobias 
Jewers, and Thomas Philips junior. 

Mr. Smith ſaid, that captain Burleigh had no re- 
ſidence in the borough at the time of the election; 
he often came thither in a boat, but has lived three 
or four years out of the borough, two miles off. 


Stephen Tracy and Thomas Mattacks ſaid, Jewers 
and Phillips live in Bur-Street, near the Tower of 
London ; and have lived there with their families, 
one from Lady-day, and one from Midſummer laſt, 
in houſes of 17 l. yearly rent, for which they were 
rated there during that time. | 

For Mr. Heath, was called Giles Baker; who 
ſaid,' captain Burleigh has always had lodgings in 
this borough; he often, lodges there; has always 
paid the pariſh duties: that all capital burgeſſes 
rated, though they are lodgers. | 

That, at the time of this election, Jewers had a 
family there, and the ſame houſe for which he was 
always rated : that Philips' wife was then at London, 
but he always had a maid and two children in lodg- 
ings at Harwich ; and he rents a houſe there. 

Giles Baker faid farther, that it was captain 
Hunt's turn to go with the packet to Holland; but 
he ſent the packet by another he hired, and ſtaid 
and voted for Mr. Heath: that about three weeks 
after the election he was turned out, and Davidſon his 
mate, who voted for Mr. Mildmay, put in his place: 
that all the other captains voted for Mr. Mildmay, 
and none of them are turned out : that the poſt- 
maſter-general has the government of the packets, 
and he doth not know why Hunt was turned out, 
nor whether it was for diſobedience to any order of 
the poſt-maſter, or not. 

Thomas Philips ſaid, when Mr. Heath's letter 
was delivered to the mayor, offering his ſervice to 
the corporation, the mayor ſaid, he thought it rea- 
Jonable to ſtay, and ſee whether Lord Bolingbroke, 
their recorder, would recommend any member to 
them or not. - 

Lawn faid, Mr. Brinſden and Mr. Mildmay 
brought Lord Bolingbroke's letter, recommending 
Mr. Mildmay ; upon which a court was called, and 
the letter read: that Brinſden ſolicited votes for 
Mr. Mildmay, and ftaid in town till the election 
was over; and Mr. Mildmay told the witneſs, he 


knew nothing of his coming to this borough, till 


his Lordſhip bid him go, and aſſured him his buſi- 


neſs was done. 


He- farther ſaid, that Davidſon was at ſea when 
he was elected burgeſs, and was ſworn at a petty 
court : that there was no general court between the 


time of his election, and the election to parliament : 


that, at the time of his election, there was a ſupe- 
riority of one vote againſt him for one Dean, bur 
another vote coming in, made an equality, and 
Davidſon was elected by the mayor's caſting vote: 
but owned, the names of the voters were inſerted 
in the corporation-book ; whereupon, for Mr. Mild- 
may, it was inſiſted, either the book, or a copy, 
ſhould be produced: he alſo ſaid, that ſince the 
election, he has baked, and delivered 150 bags of 
bread for Mr, Heath, at 15s. per hundred; which 
is one ſhilling per hundred leſs than the packets 
pay; but never baked any for him before. 
Maddiſon Hunt ſaid, that at the time to the 
election to parliament, Dean was on board a hulk 


at Chatham, where he has an employment in that 


hulk ; but had then an houſe, wife, and children, 
at this borough : 

That the capital burgeſſes are to be ſworn be- 
fore the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, at a ge- 
neral court; but Davidſon was ſworn at a weekly 
court, before the mayor and ſteward only : 

That the charter directs the capital burgeſſes to 
be ſworn before the mayor, aldermen, and capital 
burgeſſes, or the greater part of them. 

Mr. Mildmay's counſel inſiſted, that Davidſon's 
election intitled him to poll; and offered to call wit- 
neſſes, to prove the capital burgeſſes have been uſu- 
ally ſworn in the ſame manner. 

The committee reſolved, 

That Carew Harvey Mildmay, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. | 

The ſaid reſolutions of the committee, being 
twice read, were agreed to by the huuſe ; and Mr. 
Heath's return ordered to be taken oft the file. 

May 25. A petition of Benedict Leonard Cal- 
vert, eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitio- 
ner, and Thomas Heath, eſquire, were candidates 
at the election for this borough, on the 17th of 
May 1714,. in the room of Sir Thomas Deval, 
knight, deceaſed : that by the unwarrantable pro- 
ceedings of Madicent Hunt, the then preſent mayor, 
tending to the deſtruction of the liberties of the 
commons; and by allowing ſeveral to vote for Mr. 
Heath, who had no right to poll, and refuſing per- 
ſons to vote for the petitioner, who had a right; 
and alſo by the illegal practices of Mr. Heath, his 
friends and agents, have procured the ſaid Mr. 
Heath to be returned, in wrong of the petitioner, 
who had an undoubted right to be returned : and 
praying &c. 

A motion was made to hear the matter of the 
faid petition at the bar : but it was diſagreed to by 
the houſe. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

28th. Ordered, it be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittee, that they do hear the matter of the ſaid 
petition on Wedneſday ſevennight. 
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June 8. The houſe being informed, that in rela- 


tion to the election for this borough, the merits of 
which are to be heard to-morrow in the afternoon, 
before the committee of privileges, the ſollicitors 
for the petitioner and the ſitting- member had but 
yeſterday delivered to each other, liſts of ſeveral 
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perſons names whom they intend to object againſt, 
upon account of their not being qualified accords . 
ing to the corporation- act; and that it will require 
ſome time to make proof concerning the ſame 

Ordered the ſaid hearing to agen ape yon 
morrow ſevennight. 

16th. Ordered 'the committee to proceed in the 
hearing on Friday next. 

23d. Ordered to be reported on Monday next. 

28th. err to be reported to-morrow morn- 
in 5 

om Mr. Medlycor reported the matter of the 
ſaid election: 

That the right of election was bees to be in che 
mayor, aldermen, and capital burgeſſes, or head- 
boroughs, reſiding within the borough : 

That the poll was, for Mr. Heath 19, 

for Mr. Calvert 12. | 

For the petitioner it was alledged, they ſhould 
add Charles Smith to their poll, and take off 13 


from Mr. Heath's poll; viz. John Philips afid 
William Jaffrey, for not being duly elected; the 


ſaid Philips, and ſix others, for not being qualified 


according to the corporation act; "and two of thoſe 


ſix, and five others, for bribery. 11 9485 


It appeared by the town-book, that Charles Smith 
was elected, 'and ſworn a capital burgeſs,"o 'on hn 


tech of October 1712 and, 


Daniel Smith junior ſaid, that, two __ 190 
Charles Smith was ſtore-keeper 


at this borough, 
and, at the time of this election, had lodgings, and 


cloaths, and books, and a cheſt there ; though at 


the ſame time he had lodgings at London, and an 


office in the Cuſtom-houſe, relating to the prohibit-- 


ed Eaſt-India goods : that he tendered his poll for 
the petitioner, which the mayor refuſed, on pretence 
of his being removed, though there is no order for 
his disfranchiſement : 

That upon Smith's election as a capital burgbfs, 
the witneſs, as deputy town-clerk, adminiftred the 
oath of office to him in his chamber, by order of 
the court, becauſe he had broke his leg, and could 
not come to the court to be ſworn ; and he ver 
at the election in November laſt. | 

That it appears by two inſtruments, figned by the 
capital burgeſſes, that at a general court, held on 
the 15th of Februrary laſt, Mr. John Philips, and 
Mr. William Jafferyes, were in nomination and elec- 
tion of a capital burgeſs, in the room and place of 
Mr. Charles Smyth, who is removed; and that two 
voted for Philips, and three for Jafferyes; and ten 
others of the aldetmen and capital burgeſſes proteſt- 
ed againſt the amoval of Smyth, as being without 
ſufficient reaſon; and the court illegal, and contrary 
to the charter and conſtitution of the borough, by 
which the mayor cannot keep a court without the 
recorder, or ſteward, or ſworn deputy, or one of 
them. 

Daniel Smyth junior ſaid, that neither the re- 
corder, ſteward, or deputy-ſteward, were preſent at 
this court; and he never knew a court held without 
one of theſe officers preſent. 

For the petitioner, the counſel objected a gainſt 
the ſaid John Philips, and fix others, as — 
fied by the corporation-· act; viz. | 

Henry Luffkin, elected the roth, and Fits: the 
15th of December 1713; John Kirk, elected and 
ſworn the 4th of September ry; John Fleming, 
elected and ſworn the 6th of October 1711; Giles 
Baker, elected and ſworn the 11th of Pecember 
17103 John Philips, elected and fworn the 15th of 
Ender 17135 Cyprian Bridge, elected and ſworn 


the 16th of October 77123 and Maddiſon H 
ſworn mayor, 21 December 17133. 

Mr. Curteis ſaid, he was . 
wich in October 1706; and ever ſince chat time, has 
adminiſtred all the Sacraments and. uſually: took 
memorandums of the perſons receiving, that he 
might certify them to the quareer-ſafſions, if they 
debe it that the ſaid ſeven perſons did receive 
the Sacrament from him within three months after 
their election into office, but — of them 
the year before ſuch election: but ſaid; he had a 
curate at Dover-coutt, who officiated” ſor him a 
year and a quarter; and what perſons received the 
Sacraments there in that time, or whether any of 
theſe might not receive it elſewhere, . 

tell; but ſaid, they are all conſtant churchmen, and 
F E 
in 

10 take 1 tes of the! aforeſaid . viz. 
John —_— and Giles Baker, and five mer for 
bribery, for the petitioner, were called. 

Philip Trahern; who ſaid, upon the rah of May 
laſt, being the Wedneſday before the election, he 
went to ſerve the proceſs of the ſheriff of Eſſex 
upon one Mr. Ewer, who was going to Holland; 
on which occaſion hie went to ſee his old acquaint. 


ance, one Robert Kebell, and - enquired: out ſeveral. 


of Mr. Heath's voters, who owned — the fol- 
lowing bribes. | 

Robert Kebell ſaid, Mr. Hearh had Promiſed him 
a conſiderable ſum, and he _w already op 201, 
of him, for his vote. 

John Dean ſaid, Mr. Heath had promiſed to pro- 
vide for his ſon-in-law, and he had received ten 
guineas for his vote, and expected ten — more 
when the election was over. 

Joſeph Munt ſaid, Mr. Heath was the beſt friend 
he had in the world, and that he had of him, on 
this laſt election, above 100 J. to pay off à bond 
to Sir Thomas Devall, but now he had only ten 
guineas; and that Mr. Heath ſhould — * 
as long as he was a candidate. 

© Richard Carrington told him, he had; Wa the 
laſt election, 201. and was promiſed 10 J. for his 
vote now; and he could have an old coach-horle 
of Mr. Heath at any time. | 

John Fleming, whoſe buſineſs was to took for loſt 
anchors, ſaid, he was promiſed to be helped to a 
merchant; who would buy all his anchors; and that 
he had a preſent of five guineas for his vote in this 
election, which came from Mr. Heath or his lady, 
he could not tell which. 

Robert Stephens ſaid, — eee 
the other ſide, and had made as much of his vote 
as he could, and cared not which fide carried it: 
that he had had twenty —— of Mr. Heath for 
his vote in this election. 

Giles Baker ſaid, Mr. Heath had beim hls friend, 
and had gone 501. part of his veſſel; but they 
could make nothing Wn” for ns was no bribery 
he was ſure. 

That Mr. Heath's counſel infiſted, that Charles 
Smith had loſt his burgeſship by his going to Lon- 
don, and therefore ought not to be added to the pe- 
titioner's poll; and Philips and Jefferys are good 
voters for Mr. Heath; and alledged, 800 ſnould 
take off ten from the petitioner's poll. 0. 

The amoval of Charles Smith, and the elec- 
tion of Philips and Jefſerys thereupon,” are entered 
in the town-book, as acts of the great court. 

Daniel Smyth junior ſaid, he inſerted the entry by 
order of the mayor, though only five * that 
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election z r that court, 


and ſigned the proteſt, as before. 
By the. report of the laſt controverted clection, 
produced for. Mr. Heath, it appears, 
That Mr. Daniel Smith A une being then exa- 
mined as a witneſs, ſaid, © He has been ſteward of 
66 the borough above forty years: that the right of 
« election is in the mayor, aldermen, and capital 
or headboroughs, reſiding within the 
3 and no others. o had been always prac- 
tifed, 'that when a capital burgeſs totally leaves 
| « te worn, ya has: no family or reſidence there, 
« he capital burgels : they make no 
* order for 'Gifracichifing him, but his place is 
« ipſd. facto void; and he mentioned the ſeveral in- 
«ſtances of this practice above twenty years ago, 
in the caſes of Sir Anthony Dean, Robert Fox, 
« Iſaac Betts, Stephen Morriſe, captain Radburn, 
*: and Edmund Reynolds; on whoſe removal others 
«were choſen in their place.” And ſaid, | 
„ That captain Burleigh, after he removed out 
* of towri, acted as a capital burgeſs, but then the 
% non-reſidents were not diſputed z and that Charles 
« Smith his nephew, and Daniel Smith his ſon, 
« ated as capital burgeſſes, although they only 
+ lodged'in the town.“ 
And the committee then reſolved, to which the 
houſe agreed, 
That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
« in parliament for this borough is. in the mayor, 


4 aldermen, and capital burgeſſes, or headboroughs, 


* of this borough, reſident within the borough.” 

For Mr. Heath, were called, 

Mr. Edwyn; who faid, Charles Smyth has left 
the borough ever ſince the election in November 
laſt, and-lived at London in lodgings, where he has 
an office in the cuſtoms ; and comes very ſeldom to 
this town, and then but as a lodger : that he takes 


his lodgings there by the week only, and was but a 
lodger when he was elected a burgeſs ; though he 


ſays, Smith has goods at Harwich, but doth not 
pay for them being there. 
Jenkins and Read ſaid, that Charles Smyth hath 


| lodgings i in Gracechurch- Street, and has had ſo for 


a quarter of an year paſt. 

' Ambroſe Moor ſaid, Charles Smyth is comptroller 
of the prohibited Eaſt-India goods; which office 
he has had about four months, and it requires his 
preſence in London. He was alſo excepted againſt, 
becauſe he was not ſworn into his office at the great 
court, required by the charter. 

Mr. Calvert's counſel admitted, the charter di- 
rects the burgeſſes to be ſworn at the great court; 
but inſiſted, Charles Smith was well ſworn, it be- 
ing by an order, in n to the accident of his 
breaking; his leg. 

That Mr. Heath's conn excepted againſt ten of 
the petitioner's voters ; viz. Philip Dean, and Da- 
niel Smyth junior, for not reſiding at the time of 
the election; againſt John Davidſon, for being 
ſworn at a private court, and not at a great court; 
and againſt the ſame three, and ſeven others, for not 
way, qualified according to the corporation. act ; 


- John Wilſon, elected and ſworn the 1oth of No- 
vember 1713 : 

John Davidſon, elected the 14th, and ſworn' the 
18th of Auguſt 1713: 
Henry Bickerton, elected and frorn the 16th of 
December 1712: 

© Daniel Smyth junior, elected 30 November, and 
fworn the 21ſt of December 1702: John Philip- 


ſon, elected and ſworn alderman 10 May 1707 : 
Thomas Oſborn, elected and ſworn alderman in 
1712: Peter Cole, Miles Rutland, Philip Dean, 
and Thomas Langley; the times of whoſe electing 
into office: did not appear to the counſel, but were 
alledged to be many years ſince. 

Mr. Curteis ſaid, that John Wilſon did not receive 
the Sacrament from him within an year before his 
election, but has ſeen a certificate at Chriſtmas 
1712: that Davidſon has received twice ſince his 
election into office; and received it about April 
before, as he believes, but could not be poſitive: 

That Henry Bickerton has received it three times; 

twice in 1711, after Midſummer that year, and a- 
gain, after Michaelmas in 1712; which laſt time 
was a qualification upon his being choſen into the 
Poſt- office: 
That Daniel Smyth is a conſtant churchman, and 
he never knew him miſs two Sacraments in an year, 
when he was well; but could not ſpeak to the year 
before his election, for it was before he came to 
Harwich: 

That john Philipſon is a conſtant churchmas, and 
comes conſtantly to the Sacrament, and has received 
it very often; he cannot tell the number of times, 
nor be particular as to the year before his clettion 1 Z 
but Oſborne did receive it, in November 1711: 

That he could not ſpeak to Cole, Rudland, Deas, 
and Langley s receiving the Sacrament before their 
election, it being before he came to Harwich. 

Mr. Heath's counſel read a paper, dated 15 June 
1714, ſigned by Mr. Curtcis, teſtifying, That nei- 
ther the preſent mayor, nor aldermen, nor any of the 
capital burgeſſes, that he knew of, except captain 
Stevens, have, during his time, joined as members 
of any diſſenting congregation ; but duly repaired, 
on the Lord's day, to prayers and ſermon in the 
chapel at Harwich, according to the rules and cere- 
monies of the church of England. 

+ That the committee reſolved, | 
That Thomas Heath, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That Benedict Leonard Calvert, eſquire, is duly 


elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 


for this borough. 

The ſaid firſt reſolution was read twice, and it was 
moved to be recommitted; but diſagreed to. 

A debate aroſe on the report, and it was moved to 
be adjourned ; and likewiſe diſagreed to. 

Then the ſaid firſt reſolution was agreed to by the 
houſe ; and the ſecond reſolution, _ twice read, 
was agreed to in like manner. 


HASLEMERE. 


HIS borough is ſituate within the county of 
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Surry ; and it was never (as Dr. Willis writes) wir is, 


repreſented in parliament, until the 27th of Queen 1749. 55- 


Elizabeth; from which time it has continued ſo to 
be until now. The memoirs I have met with, re- 
lating to its elections, and members. in that reſpect, 
are theſe. 

May 17, 1661. Serjeant Charleton . from 
the committee of privilegrs and elections, the dou- 
ble return for this borough, That James Greſham, 
eſquire, and Challoner Chute, eſquire, are returned 
by one indenture; and George Evelyn, and Thomas 
Morrice, chvires, by another indenture ; and the 
opinion. of the committee, That Mr. Greſham and 
Mr. Chute ought to fit, until the merits of 8 

cauſe 
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cauſe of the ſaid election be determined: which was 
reſolved by the houſe. 

20th. Serjeant Charleton made report from the 
ſame committee, touching the ſaid election of George 


Evelyn, and Thomas Morrice, eſquires, returned as 


burgeſſes for this borough by one indenture z and 
James Gre and Challoner Chute, eſquires, re- 
turned by another indenture; and the opinion of 
the committee, That the inhabitant-freeholders only 
have voice in election; and that the ſaid Mr. 
George Evelyn and Thomas Morrice had the majo- 
rity of voices, and were duly elected, and ought to 
ſit. And a petition of James Greſham, eſquire, 
and another of Michael Welland, and John Bald- 
win, eſquires, touching the ſaid matter, were 
read. 


Reſolved, that the houſe doth agree with the 
committee, that the inhabitant-freeholders there 
have only voice in elections; and that the ſaid Mr. 
George Evelyn and Mr. Thomas Morrice had the 
majority of voices, and were duly elected, and ought 
to ſit in the houſe as burgeſſes for the ſaid bo- 
rough. 

"And the ſaid Mr. ſerjeant Charleton further report- 


ing from the ſaid committee, That the bailiff of this 


borough ſaid, that, if they had but five voices, he 
would return Mr. Chute and Mr. Greſham ;, and 
that it lay in his little pate to return whom he 
pleaſed : 

Reſolved, that the ſerjeant at arms, attending arms 
this houſe, do bring the bailiff of Haſlemere in cu- 
ſtody to the bar of this houſe to-morrow morning, 
to anſwer his miſdemeanor, in making the return 
for this borough, and to amend the return of the 
writ. 

21ſt. The faid bailiff being brought by the ſerje- 
ant at arms to the table of the houſe ; and the clerk 


of the Crown's deputy attending with the returns 


made for this borough ; the return of the 
was taken off the file, and the return of the bailiff 
was amended, by razing out the names of Mr. 
Chute and Mr. Greſham, and inſerting the names of 
Mr. Evelyn and Mr. Morrice. 

And the ſaid bailiff being then taken to the bar 
of this houſe, Mr. Speaker did reprove him for his 


| offence; and let him know, he was worthy of ſe- 


verer puniſhment, and liable to be ſued at law for 
his falſe return. 


And the ſaid bailiff appearing to be a very ig- 
norant perſon, and craving the mercy of the houſe, 


was commanded to withdraw; and being brought 


to the bar of the houſe by the ſerjeant at arms, and 
humbly craving pardon and mercy of the houſe on 
knees, 
Ordered to be diſcharged, paying his fees. 
Oct. 25, 1680. A petition of Denzil Onſlow, eſ- 
quire; alſo, a petition of Francis Dorrington, eſ- 
quire;z were ſeverally read. 


Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 


matter, with their opinion. 

Nov. 11. Mr. Treby reported, from the ſaid 
committee, the matter of the election and return 
for this borough ; and that the committee had re- 
ſolved, 

That Sir William Moore, baronet, is not duly 
ap a ous 0» frye ls ths prpfiee porbomege 
or this 

Reſolved, chat Denzil Onſlow, eſquire, is duly 
choſen for the ſame. 


Reſolved, that Francis Dorrington, uire, is 
duly choſen for the ſame. "_ 


He farther reported, that it did n 
committee, that William Rapley, bailiff of the ſaid 
borough, did on the 30th of Auguſt 1679, when the 
election for burgeſſes to ſerve in thispreſent parliament 
was made, freely and openly declare and proclaim, 
that Sir William Moore, and Denzil Onſlow, eſquire, 
were duly choſen burgeſſes for this - borough, and 
did ſign and ſeal an indenture, purporting the ſaid 
election: but about three weeks after that time, he 
did fign and ſeal an indenture, purporting that the 
ſaid Sir William Moore and James Greſham, ef: 
quire, were duly choſen burgeſſes for this borough ; 
which indentures he delivered to the ſheriff to be 
returned into the high court of Chancery; and they 
were accordingly returned: and the ſaid bailiff be. 
ing examined by the ſaid committee, and interro- 
gated, why he did make return of the ſaid latter 
indenture, ſaid, he did it at the inſtance of the 
ſaid Mr. Greſham, who informed him there was no 
danger in ſo doing ; and would not give any other 
anſwer or account concerning the 

Which report being delivered in at the clerk's 
table, the reſolves were read, and ſeverally reſolyed 
to be agreed to by the houſe. 

Ordered, the clerk of the Crown, and the bailiff 
of this borough, do attend this - houſe to-morrow, 
to amend the ſaid return. 

Ordered, that William Rapley, bailiff of this 
— 0 AUEIgs. Gn one © 

attending this houſe, to anſwer at the bar of 
this houſe, for the miſdemeanors by him commit- 
ted in this election. 

12th. The clerk of the Crown and bailiff of this 
Mea being called in, amended the return for 
this borough, by taking off the indenture, whereby 
Sir William Moore, and James Greſham, eſquire, 
are returned; and razing out the name of SirWilliam 


Moore, and inſerting the name of Francis Dorring- 


ton, eſquire, in the other indenture. | 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of George Rodney 
Bridges, eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the pe- 
titioner was one of the candidates for this 


to ſerve as a burgeſs in this preſent parliament, and 


was duly elected, as. he conceives, by a majority 
of the legal voters ; but in prejudice of the petitio- 
ner's right, Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe was returned 
as duly elected; the contrary whereof the petitioner 
doubts not to make appear; and deſires his cauſe, 
— to the ſaid election, my be heard, 


6 committee of privi- 


Feb. 7. Ordered to be on Thurſday. 


gth. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter 
concerning the ſaid election, that upon the poll 
there were, 
For Mr. Vernon — 33, 
Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe 22, 
The petitioner — 12, 
ut for 6 that ſeveral 


w_ 

The right of election was agreed to be in the 
freeholders reſident within the borough. 

That as to thoſe who had no right to poll, they 
called William Captaine, Robert Bellinghurſt: who 
faid, Upton had no frechold in the borough, but 
in right of his wife ; but had voted formerly. 

Tanner ſaid, Jackſon had only a garden of two 
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of three rod; but it had been divided nine or ten 
years, and had voted before. 


Bellinghurſt ſaid, the two Carters had 


twenty ſhillings yearly between them, and Carter 
junior's part was but 23 yards over in the inſide, 
and was not worth more than two or three ſhillings 
yearly ; but he had voted formerly for Mr. Bridges 
and Mr. Woodroff. 

Tanner ſaid; Mr. Markes ſaid, Valler ſenior, had 
a garden, called a cabbage garden, about three or 
four rod of ground, out of which he made his 
ſons, Richard and Thomas, freeholders, about 
twenty years ſince; and that the father and Richard 
voted at the laſt election. 

Morley ſaid, that Edward Ryde and Matthew 
Hull bought the houſe, wherein he, Morley, lived 
and had ſeveral intereſts therein. He could not ſay, 
when it was bought; but they took poſſeſſion the 
day the writ was proclaimed. 

Markes ſaid, Ryde and Hull's houſe was drawn 
within the bound of the borough, by Greſham and 
Sir William Moore; and Sir William Moore died 
about twelve or fourteen years fince; that Ryde 
had only part of a field within the borough, and 
was not a ſettled houſekeeper there; but owned, 
that Robert Ryde rented a ſhop within the bo- 
rough. 
Captaine ſaid, William Ryde agreed with him for 
the tythes of the fields ſuppoſed to be in Robert 
Ryde's poſſeſſion. 

As to gifts and promiſes, they called Elizabeth 
Downs ; who ſaid, ſhe ſaw Sir Theophilus Ogle- 
thorpe talking with Carter's wife, and he deſired 
her huſband's vote, whereupon ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſhould 
anger her friends; Sir Theophilus ſaid, don't fear, 
you ſhall never want. 

It was opened, that Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe 
had paid 1221. 18s. 3d. upon a decree, wherein 
Ryde, Baxter, and Valor, were plaintiffs to procure 
votes; but it was not proved. 

They alſo called Elizabeth Tudman, who ſaid, 
Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe gave her and Shudd's 
daughter, each a ſtraw hat; and ſaid, he hoped they 
would be his friends, and their fathers give him 
their votes; and Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe then 
told her, a great many had promiſed him their 
votes: that Tudman voted for Mr. Bridges, and 
Shud's father, for Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe. 

Thomas Tudman ſaid, he and his brother divid- 

ed a cow between them, which his brother had of 
Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe ; and that Sir Theophi- 
lus Oglethorpe was to have beef for it again : that 
he ſent Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe ſix ſtone of beef, 
and his brother was to have the' reſt ; but what he 
did with it he did not know. That Sir Theophilus 
Oglethorpe's counſel ſaid, they were ready for their 
defence; but did not ſuppoſe, the evidence, for the 
petitioner required an anſwer. 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

That Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. ONS, 

That the petition of George Rodney Bridges, eſ- 
quire, againſt Sir Theophilus Oglethorpe is frivo- 
Tous and vexatious. 

Theſe reſolutions being read twice, were agreed 
to by the houſe : 

OR. 24, 1702. A petition of Lewis Oglethope, eſ- 


quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late election of 


members to ſerve in parliament for this borough, the 

petitioner, George Vernon, and James Tichborne, 

eſquires, were candidates; and Mr. Vernon and the 
; I 


petitioner had a majority of voices on the poll ; 
but Thomas Dudman, bailiff of this borough, hath 
maliciouſly made a double return of the ſaid Mr. 
Tichborne and the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

26th. A petition of James Tichborne, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, the petitioner, George Vernon, 
and Lewis Oglethorpe, eſquires, were candidates, at the 
laſt election for this borough ; that the bailiff of the 
ſaid borough hath made a return by two indentures 
of all the ſaid parties, though he ought in juſtice 
only to have returned the ſaid Mr. Vernon and the 
petitioner, Mr. Oglethorpe being a minor; and 
therefore unqualified either to be elected, or ſit in 
parliament : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Nov. g. Ordered to be reported to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

10th. Mr. Bromley (according to order) reported 
from the ſaid committee, the matter on the ſaid 
petition, as it appeared, with the reſolution of the 
committee, viz. 

That the committee inſpected the record of the 
double return of the petitioners; and alſo examined 
the merits of the election. 

The cauſe of the double return, was, an objection 
to Mr. Oglethorp's age ; that he was not twenty-one 
years of age: but to prove he was ſo, was called, 

Mr. Pye; who ſaid, Mr. Oglethorpe was in his 
twenty-ſecond year; which he remembered by this 
circumſtance, that he was married the 16th of 
March, 1680, and Mr. Oglethorpe was born in the 
February before. 

Mr. Middlegeſſe ſaid, Mr. Oglethorpe's age was 

twenty-two z he ſaw him born in February, 1680, 

Mrs. Banks and Mrs. Middleton ſaid, they were 
at Lady Oglethorpe's, when ſhe lay i in of Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe ; and they thought him in the twenty-ſecond 
year of his age, which Mrs. Banks remembered by 
her being married the June after ; and Mrs. Mid- 
dleton, by her daughter's age; who wodld be twenty- 
one next February. 

The regiſter of St. Martin's was produced; where- 
in Mr. Oglethorpe's name was entered, but inter- 
lined in two places, in 1681; and writ with different 
hands in the regiſter. 

Mr. Tichborne's counſel produced the record of 
Fitzharris's conviction in 1680 : and called, 

Mr. James and Mr. Freeman, two of the jury- 
men, who ſaid, Mrs. Wall, a gentlewoman belong- 
ing to the Ducheſs of Portſmouth, was examined 
at that trial by that name, and Mr. Bulſtrode ſaid 
Lady Oglethorpe was the ſame perſon. 

It was replied, that Lady Oglethorpe, though 


then married, did not own it for particular reaſons : 


upon which the committee reſolved, 

That Lewis Oglethorpe, eſquire, is duly elected, 
and returned a burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament for 
this borough : which was twice read, and agreed 
to by the houſe. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of Nicholas Carew, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, 
with Sir John Clark, were duly elected burgeſſes 
for this borough, and ought to have been returned; 
but Theophilus Oglethorpe, eſquire, by bribery, 
and other indirect practices, procured ſeveral votes, 
who would have otherwiſe voted for the petitioner ; 
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and prevailed with William Elliot, the bailiff, to 
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permit ſeveral to poll for him, that had no right, 
and to return him with the ſaid Sir John Clark, in 


wrong of the petitioner, and in violation of the 


rights of the ſaid borough : and praying &c. _ 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of Theophilus Ogle- 
thorpe, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the e- 
lection for this borough, the petitioner was duly e- 
lected: but in wrong of the petitioner, Thomas 
Onſlow, eſquire, by bribes, &c, and by having 
ſeveral polled, who had no right, was returned; 
though unduly. 

And the houſe being informed, that it is not be- 
lieved that Mr. Oglethorpe did, or could, ſign the 
ſaid petition, as he ought to have done, he being 
abroad beyond the ſeas; and it appearing to be de- 
livered to the clerk of the houſe, on the 18th of 
September laſt, ſoon after the election for the ſaid 
borough, by one Orby : 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition do lie upon the 
table. 

Ordered, that Mr. Orby do attend this houſe on 
the morrow morning, 

4th. The houſe being informed, that Mr. Orby 
attended, he was called in, and examined touching 
the election for this borough : and he owned the 
delivery of the petition to the clerk of this houſe; 
declaring he had the ſame from the Lady Ogle- 
thorpe, with her deſire to deliver it, but that be 
knew nothing of the ſigning thereof. 

And the ſame appearing not to be duly ſigned by 
Mr. Oglethorpe. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be rejected. | 

March 28, 1715. A petition of John Walter and 
George Vernon, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 
at the late election for this borough, the petitioners, 
Sir Montague Blundell and Sir Nicholas Carew, ba- 
ronets, were candidates; that the petitioners had a 
great majority, and upon the ſcrutiny (the perſons 
appointed on the behalf of the petitioners, did not 
agree in diſqualifying any of them) che bailiff did 
by illegal practices, take upon himſelf to reject 
of the petitioners voters, though duly qualified, and 
allowed the voices of ſeveral perſons for the other 
candidates, though not qualified, to vote; and at 
laſt declared Sir Montague Blundell and Sir Nicho- 
las Carew to be duly elected, and made his return 
accordingly; though the petitioners were duly e- 
lected by a majority of legal votes, and ought to 
have been returned: and praying &c. Alſo, 

A petition of ſeveral freeholders, reſident within 
this borough, who have a right to vote in the elec- 
tion of members for the ſaid was read 
ſhewing, that at the election, George Vernon and 
John Walter, eſquires, and Sir Montague Blundell 
and Sir Nicholas Carew, baronets, were candidates; 
and there were a great majority of legal vates for 
the ſaid Mr. Vernon and Mr. Walter; but Mr. 
Carter, the bailiff, rook upon himſelf not only to 
diſallow the votes of ſeveral of the petitioners for 
the ſaid Mr. Vernon and Mr. Walter, notwithftand- 
ing they had voted at former elections, and parti- 
cularly for the ſaid Sir Nicholas Carew and Thomas 
Onſlow, eſquire, who both ſerved for the ſaid bo- 
rough ; but allowed ſeveral perſons who voted for 
Sir Montague Blundell and Sir Nicholas Carew to 
be good votes, although they were not reſident 
within the ſaid borough, or were otherwiſe diſquali- 
fied to vote at the ſaid election; and in prejudice to 
the right of the petitioners, and other freeholders 


within the ſaid borough : and the faid bailiff de. 
clared the ſaid Sir Montague Bluadell and Sir Ni- 
cholas Carew to be duly elected, and made a return 
accordingly ; although the petitioners believe, the 
fad Sir Montague Blundell and Sir Nicholas Crew. 
are not duly elected: and praying &c. - 

A motion was made to hear the matter of the 
ſaid petition at the bar, and diſagreed to. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of the right honoura- 
ble Montague Lord Viſcount Blundell of the king. 
dom of Ireland, and More Mollyneux, eſquire, was 
read ; ſhewing, that at the election of this borough, 
the petitioners had an undoubted majority of legal 
votes of the ſaid borough ; but that William Haſle- 
grove, the pretended returning officer, acting in fa- 
vour of James Oglethrope and Peter Burrell, eſ- 
quires, by refuſing ſeveral legal votes who offered 
to poll for the petitioners, and admitting others 


who had no right, to vote for the ſaid Mr, Ogle- 


thorpe and Mr. Burrell ; and in maniteſtation of his 
partiality againſt the petitioners, did refuſe a ſcru- 
tiny, though often demanded by them ; by which 
illegal practices returned the ſaid Mr. 
Oglethrope and Mr. Burrell, in prejudice of the pe- 
titioner : and praying xc. 

Ondered, that it be referred w the commitee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 


chereof, and to report the fame, with their opinion. 


Feb. 3. Ordered leave be given nn 
ſaid petition, 


HASTINGS. 


HIS is one of the cinque ports, of whoſe se 


right of repreſentation in parliament, I have 


wrote in treating of Dover, All I ſhall mention, 3. p 3 
is, that from the forty-ſecond of Edward the third, 213 


it has been entitled to this privilege. The memoirs 
I have met with, are theſe. 

Nov. 4, 1689. A petition of Peter Gott, was 
read; ſhewing, that upon the vacancy of a baron 
for this port, the petitioner was a candidate to be 


elected there; and was choſen by ſeveral electors, 


and would have been by more, if due notice had 
been given, and fair uſage had : and the petitioner 
ought to have been returned ; but that Colonel 
Beaumont being governor, or licutenant-governor, 
of Dover-Caſtle, and ro whom the writ was di- 
reed, hath returned himſelf, though not regularly 
choſen, nor was he capable of being choſen ; being 
the officer who had the execution of the writ, where- 
by, and by ſeveral other irregular proceedings, the 
petitioner conceives, the ſaid Colonel Beaumont 
ought not to ſerve as a baron of the ſaid port, but 
the petitioner : and praying &c. 

eien he mfrred. tp che comminee 
of privileges and elections, to examine and report 

Jan. 8. Ordered to be reported on Saturday morn- 
ing next. 

11th. Ordered to be reported on Friday next. 

17th. Reſolved the houſe do immediately pro- 
ceed on the ſaid report. 

Mr. Grey reported the matter thus: that the pe- 
titioner inſiſted, there had not been due notice of 
the election, and violence had been offered to ſeve- 
ral voters for the petitioner ; by which, many, who 
would have voted for him, were hindered from 
voting ; and ſubmitted, whether Colonel Beaumont, 
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being governor of Dover-Caſtle, could be returned 
for this port of Haſtings. Upon the poll, 
Colonel Beaumont had 35, 
The petitioner — 32. 

It appeared, that by order. of the mayor, on 
Thurſday, 8 o'clock, the officer gave notice for the 
election to be next morning at nine. 

Mark Sargent ſaid, that at elections, there was 
* uſually three or four days notice; and he was twen- 
ty or thirty miles diſtant at the time of the election, 
and had no notice till it was over; and if more 
notice had been given, he believed he ſhould have 
been there, and voted for Mr. Gott. 

ſaid, his life was threatned, if he did not 
vote for Colonel Beaumont; and the church door 
was ſhut, and he was hindered from going in, 
though he came fully deſigning to vote for Mr. 
Gott. 


Lovel owned, when he was mayor, he gave no- 
tice of che election for the next day; but was 
threatned to be killed, if he voted for Mr. Gott; 
and was afraid if Mr. Gott had carried it, there 
would have been murder. | 

Carſwell ſaid, he was threatned ; and one catched 
hold of him, and another aſſaulted one of Mr. 
Gott's voters; and he was abuſed when he got into 
the church. | 

Richard Carſwell ſaid, that, being about to let 
in Jenner to vote for Mr. Gott, Stevens threatned 
to kill him, if he let Jenner in, and abuſed him; 
and owning he had voted for Mr. Gott, he was 
ſtruck in the breaſt twice. 

Bates ſaid, he ſaw Carſwell ſtruck ; and heard 
Sargent threatned by Stevens, if he did not vote 
for Colonel Beaumont, they would cut his nets. 

Boſam ſaid, he came to vote for Mr. Gott, but 
there was ſuch a tumult, he could not hear his 
name called. 

Garr ſaid, Low told him, he had five ſhillings to 
vote for Colonel Beaumont. 

Sergent ſaid, he voted for Colonel Beaumont, 
becauſe he was threatned to have his nets cut; and 
went to church with Mr. Gott, with deſign to vote 
for him; and after the election, the mayor and 
jurats ſent him ten ſhillings ; and ordered him, he 
ſhould tell nobody.. 

For Colonel Beaumont, it was inſiſted, there was 
due notice of the election; and the diſturbance (if 
any) was given by the rabble, without the privity 
of Colonel Beaumont : and called, 

Marſh, ſerjeant at arms of Dover-Caſtle; who 
ſaid, he was ſent to Haſtings, to give them notice 
that the governor of Dover-Caſtle was coming to 
ſettle the militia, and to go to the election; and 
he came thither on the Tueſday before the election, 
and gave the mayor notice of it, and told Mr. 
Lovel to that effect. 

Hide, the mayor, owned the meſſage by Marſh ; 
and called Mr. Lovel on one ſide, and deſired him 
to write to Mr. Newington, to acquaint Mr. Gott 
with it; and faid, the conſtant notice had been 24 
hours. 

That Mr. Gott was in town on Thurſday, before 
Colonel Beaumont came; that no freemen were 
kept out, but orders were given to let in none but 
freemen ; and if there was any diſturbance, it was 
not near the poll. 5 

Said, it was a cuſtom, if any man lived a year 
and day out of town, and doth not pay ſcot and 
lot, he has no vote; and that Mr. Dyne the re- 
corder, never lived in town, and (though he voted 
for Mr. Gott) he had no vote. 


HASTIN GVS. 


Turner and others ſaid, Boſom did vote for co- 
lonel Beaumont: and Turner ſaid, the election was 
with the greateſt quiet, conſidering the number of 
people; and colonel Beaumont ſent him, ſeveral 
days before the election, to declare his intention of 
being a candidate. 

Threſher ſaid, he gave notice to the freemen, the 
day before the election, as cuſtomary; and all che 
freemen, but one, were preſent; and after the elec- 
tion, colonel Beaumont left ten pounds, to be given 
to poor ſeamen: 

That Carleton junior voted for colonel Beaumont, 
and lived with his father. 

Lovel ſaid, Carleton conſeſſed he had lived a 
year and quarter out of town, being an exciſe- 
man. 

Peter Fyal ſaid, Mr. Gott bowed, and compli- 
mented colonel Beaumont on his election; and Mr. 
Gott never deſired to be returned, 

Hartſhorn ſaid, the election was fair; nor did 
they poll, till the rabble was quieted. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That John Beaumont, eſquire, is duly elected a 
baron to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the port 
of Haſtings: whereto, on a ſecond reading, the 

April 1, 1690, A petition of Thomas Munns, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected one of the barons for this port, and 
ought accordingly to have been returned ; but John 
Beaumont, eſquire, governor of Dover-Caſtle, pre- 
tends-to have a power of the ſeveral cinque-ports z 
and wrote ' ſeveral mandatory letters to the mayor, 
and chief officers of che cinque ports; requiring 
them not to e their votes for any particular 
perſon, for that his Majeſty would recommend to 
them fuch perſons as he ſhould think convenient for 
them to chooſe, and, by ſeveral menaces and threats, 
procured many of the electors to vote for him, to 
ſerve for the port of Haſtings ; and prevailed with 
the mayor thereof to return him, though not legally 
elected, in prejudice to the peritioner : and praying 
&c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Robert Auſtin, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that John Poultney, eſ- 
quire, and the petitioner, were duly elected mem- 
bers to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the port 
of Haſtings ; but the mayor hath returned Peter 
Gott, eſquire, inſtead of the petitioner, to his ma- 
nifeſt injury ; and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges, to examine and report the matter, with 
their opinion. 

Jan. 18. Ordered to be reported on Friday morn- 
ing next. | 

20th. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter, 
as it appeared to the committee. 

The queſtion was upon the majority of legal 


voters : 
That, upon the poll, there were, 
For Mr. Gott 34, beſides the mayor; 


Mr. Auſtin 35, with himſelf. 
That as to the right of election, Mr. Auſtin in- 
ſiſted, it was in the mayor, jurats, and freemen re- 


ſient, that watch and ward: and called, 


Mr. Hide and Mr. Lovel, who had been mayors 
of Haſtings, the former four times, and the latter 
twenty years ſince; who ſaid, they had known ſe- 
veral elections, and that the right was in the may- 


or, 
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or, jurats, and freemen, living within the corpora- caſe of a town-clerk ; and Mr. Munn's election, was 
tion; and never knew any non-reſients, or thoſe carried by Sir Robert Parker's vote : that Mr. Got 
who did not do ſervice to the town : and Sir Robert has voted ; and Mr. Pultney's was not ohjected to 
Parker, who had been parliament-man, as ſuch, by the mayor, jurats, or any body elſe. 
was a freeman, but was refuſed his vote, as non- Mr. Phipps ſaid, if freemen are abſent, and re. 
reſient, and paying to watch and ward. turn again, they have the benefit of their freedom: 
Mr. Aubin counſel then excepted to Mr. Goit's s that Skeech did return to Haſtings, two or three 
voters. months before the election, and is in the Poors rate: 
Mr. Lo was called ; who ſaid, Mr. Pultney that his children were not abſent ; and in this cor. 
did not pay to watch and ward; but his vote was poration, on an equality, the mayor had always 4 
allowed by the majority of the aſſembly, though caſting vote. 
ſome muttered. Delſey was examined; and faid, n he came 
Winter ſaid, Skeech went to ſea,” and leſt the to town, Mr. Lough, who was concerned for Mr. 
town two years before the election, and for that time Auſtin,” aſked his vote for colonel Auſtin ; but he 
had done no duty : that he did riot come into the told him, he did intend to vote for Mr. Gott : that 
corporation, till the 15th of May laſt : that his goods he was made free by the conſent of the whole bench, 
had been attached, and his doors ſhut up; but upon and they aſked him, what houſe he would be ſum. 
terms, the goods were not removed: that his fa: moned at; and bid him agree with the town-ſerje. 
mily was at London, except a daughter, who lived ant, for one to watch and ward; and he did ſo, 
with a brother-in-law ; but his vote was not ex- and paid watch and ward, as long as any other free- 
cepted to at the election. man : that he had offered to vote for Mr. Pultney 
Waller ſhewed the town-books, to prove Carſwell and Mr. Gott, but was refuſed as a delinquent , 
disfranchiſed, for words reflecting on the corpora- though, when he was made free, he was told, he 
tion. Being aſked, who elſe he knew ever disfran- ſhould not be ſo reckoned : but owned. he had not 
chiſed ; he ſaid, he himſelf was, in order to be a been at Haſtings for two years before. 
witneſs, but afterwards admitted and ſworn again; That it appeared to the committee, that Mr. 
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and another about an hundred years ſince. Pultney, Mr. Gott, and Mr. Auſtin, were all in 
Ne the fame caſe, as to their freedoms, and neither 
becauſe he lived in London. paid to watch and ward. 


Mr. Auſtin's counſel inſiſted, that Mr. Conyers 
voted for himſelf at Eaſt-Grimſtead A 
between Sir Francis Rolles and Mr. Palmer, 7th of read the report. 

ö Wer faid, Greg! dd watch and wund in lis 
own right; and voted in the election of a mayor 
and -e. | 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, that 
the right of election of members of parliament for 
the port of Haſtings, in the county of Suſſex, is in 
fiency, or paying to watch and ward: nnn 
they would juſtify all their voters, and take off ceiving alms. 
or more from Mr. Auſtin: and een * at That Peter Gott, eſquite, is duly elected a baron 
Waller; who ſaid, he knew Adam 


24 * 


the mayor, jurats, and freemen; but denied 


= 
15 


Delſey, who to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this port: to 
was admitted in 1696, and had conſtantly paid the both which reſolutions the houſe agreed.  ._ | 
town - duties as much as any other; ſeamen, June 3, 1701. A petition of William Aſhburn- 


when at ſea, hire others to watch and ward for ham, eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner 
them: that Skeech had an houſe in town, but mort- was a candidate for a burgeſs for this port to ſerve in 
gaged; his family had been always in town, except this and had the majority of qualified 
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two months, or a little more: that he has ſeen the voters z but John Mounſher, eſquire, by bribes, the 
doors open, and his child playing before them: threats, and promiſes, hath procured himſelf to be to 
that he was rated, but petitioned off his paying, in returned for the ſaid port, in wrong to the petitio- an 
regard to his being taken by the French, and other ner: and praying &c. op 
loſſes: that, Mr. Hide being mayor, he was ordered Ordered it be referred to the committee of pri- to 
to put Carſwell on the freemen's liſt; and read his vilegrarand-:aleQionk, wwüÄ gag report the ha 
re-admittance, dated 12 July 1697 ; and he had matter, with their opinion. on 
voted at aſſemblies ever ſince, at the election of the March s, 1913. Qrdered 4 warrant for a writ, ni 
preſent mayor, and for a common- ſeqjeant' but for electing a com-baron for this port, in the room th 
was not ſworn ſince his re-admittance. © of Sir Joſeph Martin, made a commiſſary, to treat 
Lovell ſaid, Skeech had been out of town ſome with France for ſettling the trade between Great. 
time; but his family had been in town ever ſince, Britain and France. = pe 
and had an houſe there all the time; and he had up 
not been an inhabitant of any other place, but been "'HAVERFORD WEST. D 
at fea : that Greg, who voted for Mr. Auſtin, had dil 
relief two years, and wore-a badge: that freemen, HIS is a borough within the county of Pem- tic 
if they have been' abſent two years, when they re- broke; and ſends one burgeſs to parliament, 


turn, are not ſworn again: that he has been mayor in lieu of a ſhire- town for the county of aneh. Willis qu 

ſix times, has voted, when mayor, and never knew It is a county of itſelf, by charter of King Edward! 

the mayor's vote denied; nor was it excepted to, the fourth; afterwards, by Henry the eighth; and leg 
rex 
ro 
mi 


this election: that he could not ſpeak as to parlia- laſtly, by King James the firſt. It was incorporated 
ment-men, but in the caſe of town-clerk, and other by King James the firſt ; and the laſt charter directs 
town-officers, if the votes are equal by the mayor's and appoints, that it ſhould be called by the name 
vote, he had after a caſting vote; and particularly, of the mayor, ſheriff, bailiffs, and burgeſſes of Ha- 


| | | about twenty-two years ſince, captain Hide, in the verford Weſt, during the will and pleaſure of = 
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ſaid King James. It has returned one burgeſs to 
parliament from the 27th of King Henry the. eighth. 
Concerning the right of election, and its repreſenta- 
tives; in that reſpect, the Journals of the houſe of 
commons afford the following memoirs. 

May 28, 1624. Mr. Glanvylle reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections — For Haver- 
ford Weſt—The committee of opinion, to let it 
reſt till the next ſeſſion. So reſolved by the houſe. 

June 29, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the ſaid 
committee, the caſe upon the election of a member 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this town; 
and the committee's opinion thereupon. 

The humble petition of the mayor and common- 
council of this town and county, was read. 

The queſtion being propounded, That this houſe 
doth agree with the committee in their report, con- 


cerning this town; — and the queſtion put, That this 


queſtion be now put ;—it paſſed in the negative. 

Reſolved, that the election of William Phillips, 
eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
town, 1s void ; and a new writ ordered. 

April 4, 1662. Serjeant Charlton reported from 
the ſaid committee, touching the election for this 
town and county, between Sir William Moreton 
and Mr. Iſaac Lloyd; That the queſtion was, Whe- 
ther the mayor and burgeſſes of the town only, or 
the mayor, burgeſſes, and inhabitants, that paid 
ſcot and lot, had voices; and that, upon peruſal of 
the ſtatute of the 31ſt of Henry the eighth, the com- 
mittee was of opinion, That the mayor, burgeſſes, 
and inhabitants, that paid ſcot and lot, had voices; 
and that although Mr. Lloyd had the greater num- 
ber of voices, yet divers of them did not pay ſcot 
and lot; and theſe being ſet aſide, Sir William 
Moreton had the major number, and ſo was duly 
elected: but upon information, that divers of Sir 
William Moreton's voices did not pay ſcot and lot ; 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that the. matter, 
touching the election for the ſaid town, be recom- 
mitted to the ſaid committee; to examine whether 
any of the burgeſſes and inhabitants of this town did 
not pay ſcot and lot, which did give voices for Sir 
William Moreton, and how many; and to make 
their farther report, touching the election for the 
ſaid town. . : 
May 23, 1663. Serjeant Charlton reported from 
the ſaid committee, touching the election for this 
town and county, between Sir William Moreton 
and Mr. Iſaac Lloyd; That the committee were of 
opinion, that the burgeſſes and inhabitants of this 
town, and the inhabitants which paid ſcot and lot, 
had voices in the election; and the committee, up- 
on examination of the whole matter, were of opi- 
nion, That Mr. Lloyd was not duly elected; and 
that the opinion of the committee was, That Sir 
William Moreton was duly elected. 

A petition was tendered, ſubſcribed by ſeveral 
perſons, touching the election for this town; and, 
upon the queſtion, read; and then the reſolution, 
That Sir William Moreton was duly elected, was 
diſagreed to; and a new writ ordered for an elec- 
tion of a member for this town and county. 

Oct. 15, 1667. A petition of Hugh Owen, eſ- 
quire, was read. | 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. 

Nov. 18. Ordered the report to be made to-mor- 
row morning. 

19th. . Ordered the report to be made on Thurſday 
morning next. | : 


Nov. 26th. Serjeant Charlton reported the caſe 


of the election for this town and county, between 
Sir Frederick Hide, and Mr. Owen, That the com- 
mittee had paſſed a reſolve; viz. 

That the election for Haverford Weſt is a void 
election: whereto the houſe diſagreed ; as alſo, to a 
motion to have it recommitted ; and reſolved, 

That Sir Frederick Hide is duly ele&cd, and 
ought to ſir. 

May 28, 1678. A petition of William Wogan, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue return of Sir 
Herbert Perrot, to ſerve for this town and county, 
in injury of the petitioner, who was duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Oct. 23. The ſame petition again preſented, and 
referred in like manner. I don't find any report 
thereupon, 

March 19. A petition of Thomas Owen, e{- 
quire, was read; complaining of an undue prac- 
tice, in the returning of William Wogan, eſquire, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this town and 
county, in injury of the petitioner, who was duly 
elected. | | 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. No report appears. 

March 25, 1679. A petition of John Bowen, 
ſheriff of this town and county, on behalf of him- 
ſelf and others, was read; complaining of undue 
and illegal practices in one Edward Hughs, pre- 
tended ſheriff of this town and county, in electing 
and returning of William Wogan, eſquire, to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament as a burgeſs for this town 
and county, in injury of the petitioner, and others 
the inhabitants, who did duly ele&t Thomas Owen, 
eſq; to ſerve in parliament as a burgeſs for the ſaid 
town, and returned him by indenture, under the 
hands and ſeals of the major part of the inhabit- 
ants. | 
Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Oct. 30, 1680. A petition of William Wogan, 
eſquire, was read. 

A petition of the town and county of Flaverfurd 
Weſt was likewiſe read. ( 

Ordered, that they be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections, to examine and report 
the matter, with their opinion. 

May 15, 1715. A petition of John Barlow, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was a 
candidate at the election of a burgeſs for this town 
and county : that Sir George Barlow, baronet, who 
was the other candidate, notwithſtanding the petiti- 
oner was duly elected by a majority of legal elec- 
tors, did procure himſelf to be returned by the ille- 
gal practice of James Wheeler, eſquire, the preſent 
mayor of the ſaid town and county, and brother- 
in-law to Joſeph Pruſt, gentleman, ſheriff ; who did, 
in favour of Sir George Barlow, bring ſeveral per- 
ſons, foreigners to the ſaid corporation, whom he 
pretended had a right to vote at the ſaid election; 
though the petitioner is well infoi med, they were 
made freemen againſt the rules of the ſaid corpora- 
tion ; the ſaid ſheriff declaring, notwithſtanding all 


objections made by the petitioner, he would allow of 


whomſoever the mayor ſhould bring up ; and he ac- 
cordingly did admit the perſons, ſo illegally made, to 


269 


222 vote, 


The Boroughs of HAVERTORD WESH and HELSTON. 


vote, and returned the ſaid Sir George Barlow, to 
the prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the commit- 
tee, to hear the ſaid petition on this day month. 

June 20. Ordered to be heard on this day ſe- 
vennight. | 

July 1. Ordered the report to be received on Mon- 
day next. | 

4th. Mr. Hampden reported the matrer, touching 
the ſaid election, as follows: 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the freeholders, burgeſſes, and inhabitants, paying 
ſcot and lot, and not receiving alms. 

The poll was, for Sir George Barlow 222, 

for the petitioner — 181. 

The counſel for Mr. Barlow excepted againſt 79 
votes for Sir George Barlow; viz. 34, as illegal bur- 
geſſes; 20 alms- men; 15 inhabitants, not paying 
ſcot and lot; 8, neither freeholders, burgeſſes, nor 
inhabitants; and 2 minors. | 

As to illegal burgeſſes, Mr. Barlow's counſel pro- 
duced a collection of orders (dated 16 Octob. 1629) 
agreed upon by the mayor, common- council, and 
other inhabitants, and allowed by the King's juſtices 
of aſſize; whereby, no perſons are to be ſworn bur- 
geſſes (apprentices and freemen's ſons only excepted), 
unleſs they be thereunto thought meet, firſt, by the 
moſt votes of the common-council of the town, 
and afterwards by the conſent, and moſt voice, of 
the burgeſſes and commons of the town, under the 
penalty of 10 1. upon the mayor: and farther, that 
none ſhall be admitted or ſworn burgeſſes, at any 
day or time, except on the election-days of the 
mayor yearly, and at the ſheriffs turns; and at no 
other time of the year. 

Againſt the 34 excepted to as illegal, the fol- 
lowing evidence was read ; viz. 

Dat. March 11, 1714. An order in the town-book, 
for the mayor's ſwearing 11 of them when he thinks 
fit; viz. Thomas Skyrm, gentleman, Simon Higda, 
Morgan Folland, John. Hill, John Brown junior, 
George Hellier, and John Parrot, claiming freedom 
as burgeſſes ſons; Thomas Howell, claiming as 
apprentice ; and Mr. Lewis Powel, Mr. John Lort, 
and the reverend Mr. George Philips, whoſe titles 
are not mentioned : . 

Dat. March 19, 1714. Another order, for ſwearing 
11 others by the mayor; viz. Thomas Bateman, G. 
Jenkins, Henry Bowen Clerk, and David Lewis, 
being freemen's ſons; James Wilkin junior, having 
married a freeman's daughter; Richard Llewellin, 
as apprentice; Mark Roach, eſquire, Richard Cu- 
ny, eſquire, John Stephens, gentleman, John Pow- 
ell, gentleman, and William Davids, whoſe titles 
are not mentioned: | 

Dat, March 20,17 14. Another order, for admitting 
and ſwearing twelve others; and the order ſays, 
they were then ſworn accordingly ; viz. Mr. Arnold 
Bowen, Thomas Rees, taylor, George Jones, glo- 
ver, John Barnſley, butcher, Rowland Harris, and 
Thomas Davies, gentlemen (being freemen's ſons) ; 
John Thomas, Thomas Knowles, eſquire, George 
Bowen, eſquire, Thomas Edwards, gentleman, Jo- 
ſeph. Allen, gentleman, and Richard Foley, whoſe 
titles are not mentioned. | 

That the exceptions to theſe admiſſions were, as 
being clandeſtine, and upon neither of the 3 days al- 
lowed by the conſtitution ; and alfo obſerved, that 
the entries themſelves were for the 2oth of March 

I 


| the counſel called, 


which was on Sunday, when no court was held ; and 


Bateman and Smith; who ſaid, that for 
or forty years, the practice has been to admit, and 
ſwear burgeſſes only, on the three conſtitution- days, 
viz. the election of the mayor, and the ſheriffs turna, 
and at no other time, except in caſes of gentlemen 
of quality, or the mayor's own freeman: that bur. 
geſſes cannot be admitted, but by the conſent of 
the majority of the common-council, and of the 
burgeſſes, in the town-hall : that the whole com- 
mon- council ought to be ſummoned to every court, 
but only ſele& perſons were ſummoned to the courts 
in March laſt; and they never knew burgeſſes ſo 
admitted before. | 

And Smith ſaid, the mayor declared, he would 
make as many new burgeſſes as would ſerve his turn. 

Rowland Harris, who is wrote in the town-book 
as admitted and ſworn on the 2oth of March, ſaid, 
he was ſworn the day before the election, being the 
2d of May laſt, at a publick-houſe, by the mayor 
and one alderman. 

Mr. Hugh Fowler ſaid, Arnold Bowen, entered as 
admitted, and ſworn the 20th of March, polled as a 
burgeſs ; and hath owned, fince the election, he was 
never ſworn at all. | 

William Holloway named twenty of Sir George 
Barlow's voters; and ſaid, they had received alms 
or charity. 

That the petitioner's counſel proceeded to give 
evidence of partiality, and arbitrary proceedings of 
the mayor and ſheriffs, in favour of Sir George Bar- 
low; but the counſel for Sir George Barlow aid, 
they were ſurpriſed ; and having no witneſſes to 
Juſtify the election, | 

The committee reſolved, 

That Sir George Barlow, baronet, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That John Barlow of Lawrenny, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

Reſolved, that the proceedings of the mayor 'and 
common-council of this town, in making burgeſſes 
without the conſent of the commonalty, was ille- 
gal, and contrary to the rights of the ſaid town; 
and that the burgeſſes, ſo pretended to be made, 
have not thereby acquired any right of voting at any 
future election. 

And then ordered the return to be amended. 


| _HELSTON. 
TV HIS borough is in the county of Cornwall; 
and has ſent repreſentatives to parliament 


from the 26th of Edward the firſt, who were 4th Reg, 
choſen, in the ſeventh of Edward the fourth, by all 995. 


the burgeſſes, as appears by the indenture in the 
Appendix. After this, I meet with no memoran- 
dums relating to it, until after the reſtoration of 
King Charles the ſecond; when it is recorded in the 
Journal, as follows. | 

May 5, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the com- 
mittee of privi and elections, touching the 
ſeveral returns for this borough z That Anthony 
Rowlſe, eſquire, and Alexander Penthellick, eſquire, 
are returned by the proper officer in two ſeveral in- 
dentures; and the opinion of the committee, they 
ought to ſit, till the merits of the election be deter- 
mined : whereto the houſe agreed. 

June 27. Mr. Turner reported from the commit- 
tee of privileges and elections, upon the double re- 
turn for this borough ; That, upon examination 1 
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the fact, it appeared not, that there was due notice 
given of the time appointed for the election; and 
therefore the committee were of opinion, the ſaid elec- 
tion is void : whereto the houſe agreed, and ordered 
a new. writ for an election. 

Auguſt 3. Reſolved, that it be referred to the 
committee for privileges and elections, to examine 
the fact, as to the return of members to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this borough ; and to re- 

the ſame, | 

8th. Sir Edward Turner reported from the ſaid 
committee, upon the returns for this borough, That 
they had conſidered of the ſaid returns; and that 

two ſeveral indentures, ſigned by the mayor, 
they find returned Thomas Robinſon, eſquire, and 
. . + + + » Godolphin, eſq; and by a third, ſigned by 
the ſheriff, they find Sir Pet. Killegrew returned; and 
they are of opinion, Mr. Robinſon and Mr. Go- 
dolphin, being returned by the proper officer, ought 
to fit, till the merits of the election be determined: 
whereto the houſe agreed. 

Nov. 7. Sir Thomas Clarges reported from the 
ſaid committee, the caſe upon the double return for 
this borough ; wherein the queſtion was, Whether 
the elections of members to ſerve in parliament for 
the ſaid borough ought to be made by the free- 
men alone, or by all the inhabitants; and that, up- 
on examination of the matter, it appeared to the 
committee, That all the inhabitants of this borough 
have right to elect for the ſaid borough ; and that 
Mr. Francis Godolphin and Sir Peter Killegrew, 
being choſen by the inhabitants in general, are duly 
choſen 3 and thereupon offered their opinion, that 
the ſaid Mr, Godolphin and Sir Peter Killegrew 
ought to ſit in this houſe ; and that the indenture, 
by which Mr. Thomas Robinſon (who was choſen 
by the freemen alone) is returned, be vacated, and 
taken off the file. 

Ordered, this buſineſs be recommitted to the 
ſaid committee, to conſider of the matter offered in 
the preſent debate, and to make a ſpeedy report to 
the houſe ; and, in order thereunto, to meet on the 
uſual days. 

Dec. 10. Sir Edward Turner reported from the ſaid 
committee, the caſe upon the return of Mr. Robinſon 
and Sir Peter Killegrew, by ſeveral indentures for 
this borough ; that upon the examination of the 
fact, upon the recommitment of the caſe, it appear- 
ed to the committee, that the mayor and inhabitants 


at large have the right of election of members of 


parliament for the ſaid borough ; and that the com- 
mittee are of opinion, that Sir Peter Killegrew, 
having the greater number of the votes of the ſaid 
inhabitants at large, is duly choſen, and ought to 
fit in this houſe : but the queſtion being put to the 
houſe, it was diſagreed to. 

April 2, 1690. A petition of Rich Hoblyn, was 
read ; ſhewing, he was duly elected for this borough, 
by the majority of legal voters; but the mayor of 
the ſaid borough has refuſed to accept of the in- 
denture ſigned by the ſaid electors, or to return the 
petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion, | 

April 30, 1714. A petition of Samuel Ennys, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, in the room of Henry Campion and 
Charles Cox, eſquires; Alexander Pendarvis, Tho- 
mas Tonkin, eſquires, and the petitioner, were can- 
didates: that the ſaid Mr. Tonkin is not qualified, 
Which was objectcd at the election; and, he not ap- 


pearing, the oath could not be tendered to him; 
notwithſtanding which, the mayor hath returned 
him, with Mr. Pendarvis, though the petitioner was 
duly elected: that the ſaid Mr. Tonkin, in 1700, 
having occaſion for a ſum of money, did apply to 
the petitioner, (who then had a mortgage of 600 1. 
principal on part of his eſtate), to lend him 5169 l. 
15 8. 6d. on the reſidue thereof; which the peti- 
tioner complied with : that the petitioner hath ſince 
found Mr, Tonkin's eſtate was entailed by him on 
marriage, before the making the ſaid mortgage, he 
being only tenant for life, and he hath ſince made 
leaſes for lives: whereupon the petitioner deſired the 


principal might be paid with intereſt ; but inſtead - 


thereof, had a bill brought againſt him in Chancery, 
for an injunction to hinder recovery of the ſame ; 
but Mr. Tonkin failing therein, the petitioner ex- 
hibited his bill of forecloſure, but got no anſwer z 
and likewiſe brought ejectments, but as to part of 
the eſtate ; but Mr. Tonkin defended poſſeſſion by 
ſetting up prior leaſes; and though the petitioner 
obtained a verdict, and had judgment for the great- 
eſt part thereof, yet the ſaid Tonkin brought his 
writ of error, and hindered the petitioner from pol- 
ſeſſion, before he was returned ; and now hath ſent 
to the petitioner's attorney, that he inſiſts on his 
privilege ; all which the petitioner is ready to prove: 
and praying &c. | 

Ordered the ſaid petition be conſidered on Thurſ- 
day morning next. 

May 6. The houſe proceeded to the conſideration 
of the ſaid petition, and ordered it to be conſidered 
again on Monday morning next. 

10th. The houſe again proceeded in the conſidera- 
tion of the ſaid petition, and Mr. Tonkins was heard 
in his place. | 

Ordered the matter of the ſaid petition be heard 
at the bar of the houſe, on the 10th of June next. 

June 10. Ordered the ſaid petition to be heard on 
this day ſevenninght. 

16th. Ordered Mr, Ennys have leave to with- 
draw his ſaid petition. 

Feb. 5, 1723. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, in the room of Sir Robert 
Raymond, knight, now one of the judges of the 
King's-Bench. 

May 31, 1725. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, in the room of Walter Cary, eſquire, 
made warden of the Mint. 


HEREFORDSHIRE. 


HIS county is the boundary of England to- 
wards Wales. It has been repreſented in par- 
liament from the firſt ſummons of Edward the firſt, 
to this time. The indenture of return of members 
5 Hen. V. will be found in the Appendix. But I 
do not meet with any memoirs of conteſted elections, 
which have been determined ; and the only petitions, 

or memoirs, I find, are theſe which follow. 
Nov. 25, 1708. A petition of Henry Gorge, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner had 
the honour to ſerve as knight of the ſhire in the laſt 
and former parliaments for this county, and was 
again propounded the laſt election for a candidate, 
with the Lord Scudamore, and John Price, eſquire; 
when the petitioner was duly elected one of the 
knights for this parliament, and ought to be re- 
turned ; but the ſheriff hath unduly returned Mr. 
Price: that the election was not free, by reaſon of 
many 
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many illegal and indirect practices, many perſons 
having polled without oath, contrary to the agree- 
ment of the candidates : that after the teſte of the 
writ, and at the time of the election, ſeveral free- 
holders were entertained on behalf of Mr. Price: 
that many copyholders were polled for Mr. Price, 
yet none allowed for the petitioner : that many of 
the petitioner's voters were miſentered, and many 
illegal votes allowed for Mr. Price: that the ſheriff 
arbitrarily adjourned the poll on the firſt day of the 
election, without conſent of the candidates, and de- 
nied the petitioner a ſcrutiny, and copy of the poll, 
when he was outrageoully inſulted : that a ſeparate 

Il was taken at a private houſe, without the con- 
ſent of the candidates : all which proceedings tend 
to the manifeſt prejudice of the petitioner's eleCtion, 
and the violation of the freedom of parliament : 
and praying &c. * Tang 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar of the houſe 
on the 29th of February next. 
Dec. 5, 1510, A petition of Henry Gorge, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of the knights of the ſhire to ſerve in this par- 
liament for this county, the right honourable James 
Lord Viſcount Scudamore, John Price, eſquire, 
and the petitioner, were candidates : that Mr. Price 
and his agents, with Samuel Glark the receiver- 
general, and other receivers-general, by bribery, 
and other illegal practices, did procure and influ- 
ence a great number of votes for Mr. Price, ſeveral 
hundreds whereof were copyholders and cotragers, 
not having 40s. a year; and, further to influence 
votes for Mr. Price, ſcandalous libels were printed 
and diſperſed, reflecting upon the privileges of the 
houſe of commons :. notwithſtanding all which pro- 
ceedings, the petitioner had a majority of legal votes 


of Mr. Price, and ought to have been returned 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. | 

July 8, 1712. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a knight to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, in the room of John Price, eſquire, made a 
commiſſioner of exciſe. | 


HEREFORD City. 


Tu city is the capital of the county of its 


name. It is ſaid, it was incorporated by King 


I 1749. 25- John; but the preſent charter was granted by King 


James the firſt, in the 17th year of his reign. Here 
are a mayor; fix aldermen, and 24 common-coun- 
ci-men. It returned citizens to parliament 28 Ed- 
ward I, and has ſo continued to do. The manner 


C | | Br. Part. of election, in the 5th of Hen. V, appears to be in 
Red. 272. the Citizens in general; and the return by the may- 


or, and eleven others, ſtiled cives civitatis pred. per 
aſſenſum omnium aliorum concivium &c. (ſee Appendix.) 
This is all I meet with in regard thereto, before 
the Reſtoration ; ſince which time the Journals of 
the houſe of commons afford theſe memoirs. _ 
May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported from 
the committee of privileges and elections, touching 
the double return for this city, That Sir Henry 
Lyngen and Sir Edward Hopton, knights, are re- 
turned by one indenture; and Herbert Weſtfaling, 
eſquire, and Sir Henry Lyogen, knight, are re- 


turned by another indenture; and the opinion of 


the committee is, That Sir Edward Hopton do fit 
in this houſe, until the merits of the cauſe, touch- 
vg the election, be determined: whereto the houſe 


ä 


July 23. Serjeant Charleton reported from the 
ſaid committee touching the election for this city, 
That Sir Henry Lyngen was duly elected; and the 
queſtion was between Sir Edward Hopton and Mr. 
Weſtfaling, which of them were duly choſen; chat 
Mr. Weſtfaling had 233, which were all freemen 
and had voices; and that Sir Edward Hopton had 


cauſed a poll to be taken of 251 voices for him, 


but their names were gotten a week or fortnight 
after the election; and ſome of them doubly ſet 
down, ſome alms-men, ſome minors, ſome were 
not upon the place at the reading of the writ, 
nor upon the day of the adjournment ; ſo that, as 
the perſons againſt whom there was juſt exception, 
being taken out of the liſt, Mr. Weſtfaling had the 
majority of voices; and the opinion of the com- 
mittee, that Sir Henry Lyngen's election was un- 
queſtionable, he having all Mr. Weſtfaling's voices 
beſides his own ; and that Mr. Weſtfaling, having 
a greater number of clear voices than Sir Edward 
Hopton, was duly elected a citizen for this city, 
and ought to ſit; but there was a very ſtrange car. 
riage and ſome diſturbance in the election, which 
proceeded either from the fear of the mayor, or was 
done by deſign. | 

But this report and reſolution was wholly dif. 
agreed to by the houſe; and the election reſolved 
to be void, and a new writ ordered for election of 
citizens to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
city : a motion was made to ſend for the mayor in 
cuſtody, but diſagreed to. 

June 26, 1689, A petition of Edward Gwyn, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the 11th of June, 
1689, being appointed for the election of citizens 
to ſerve for this city in parliament, the petitioner 
and Henry Cornwall, eſquire, were competitors for 
the election; the petitioner having the majority of 
the votes of the electors, was violently aſſaulted on 
the morning of the election, and in open court that 
day, by the competitor's agents, and party in fa- 
vour of him: and ſeveral ſwords were drawn againſt 
the petitioner, his voters and friends; and his voters 
were aſſaulted, threatned and diſcouraged, by the 
mayor and town-clerk, his father, in favour of the 
competitor, at the time when they came to give 
their votes for the petitioner, and at ſeveral times 
before ; terrifying them, that they would ruin them, 
and make the town too hot for them: and that 
many were ſecretly and unduly ſworn, and 
made free, in alehouſes, to vote againſt the petitio- 
ner, no way qualified for their freedom; and did vote, 
with many unqualified perſons againſt the petitioner: 
by which undue means and practices of the mayor, 
town-clerk, and other agents of Mr. Cornwall, he, the 
ſaid Henry Cornwall, is returned to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament, though the petitioner is duly 
elected by the majority of the electors, and ought 
to have been returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered it' be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it with their opinion. 

Aug. 6. Colonel Birch reported from the ſaid 
committee, the matter upon this petition, That 
there appeared upon the poll, 

For Mr. Cornwall 372, 
For Mr. Gwyn. 143. 

That Mr. Gwyn inſiſting he was afiaulted, and the 
election diſturbed in a riotous manner; it appear- 
ed on examination to. be a- particular. quarrel be- 
tween Mr. Gwyn and Mr. Price in the morning of 
the election, and the difference quickly ended ; the 
poll went on orderly and peaceably, and procla- 
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mation duly made at the cloſing of the poll; where- 
fore the committee reſolved, 

That Henry Cornwall, eſquire, is duly elected a 
citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
city: wheretq the houſe agreed. 

July 8, 1712. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a citizen for this city, in the room of 
Thomas Foley, eſquire; made one of the commiſ- 
ſioners for trade and plantations. 

March 30, 1715. A cmuicn-of Hochere Rudhale 
Weſtfaling, and Nicholas Philpot, eſquires, was 
read; ſhewing, that James Lord Viſcount Scuda- 
more, Thomas Foley, eſquire, and the petitioners, 
were candidates for this city; that the ſaid Lord 
Scudamore, and Mr. Foley, and agents, were guilty 
of bribery and corruption, by giving ſeveral ſums 
of money to the freemen of the ſaid city for their 
votes, andentertained the freemen at their own houſes, 
after the teſte of the writ ; and alſo by threats, &c. 

iled with ſeveral of the freemen who had pro- 
miſed the petitioners their votes, to turn from them, 
and give. their votes for the ſaid Lord Scudamore, 
and Mr. Foley; and ſeveral of their agents entered 
into a combination under their hands, not to have 
any dealings with any perſon who ſhould not vote 
for the ſaid Lord Scudamore and Mr. Foley ; and 
that Sir Thomas Morgan, and others, have owned 
the ſigning thereof; and that the conſtables being 
bribed by the ſaid Lord Soudamore, and Mr. Foley, 
or agents, prevented the voters of the petitioners, 
by blows, &c. from - polling, and admitted others 
who voted againſt the petitioners ; at the ſame time 


the mob were very numerous, and ſupported by 


Captain Richard Foley, and others; by which means 
ſeveral freemen were deterred to. vote for the peti- 
tioners ; and by ſeveral other illegal practices, by 
admitting to poll, ſeveral perſons for the ſaid Lord 
Scudamore, and Mr. Foley, who had no right; 
whereby the ſaid Lord Scudamore, and Mr. Foley, 
have -procured themſelves to be returned, although 


the petitioners were duly ehoſen, and ought to have 
been returned: and praying &c. 


A petition of ſeveral freemen of the ſaid city, in 
behalf of themſelves and ſeveral other freemen of 


Viſcount Scudamore, Thomas Foley, Herbert Rud- 
hale Weſtfaling, and Nicholas Philpot, eſquires, 
were candidates, at the ſaid city; that the 

and others of the ſaid city, voted for the ſaid Mr. 
Weſtfaling; but the ſaid Lord Scudamore, and Mr. 
Foley, and agents, by bribery, &c. and procuring 
new freemen to be made, and by other illegal prac- 
tices,” obtained a great number of freemen to vote 
for them; whereby they procured themſelves to be 
returned, although there was a majority of legal 
freemen duly qualified, voted for the ſaid Mr. Weſt- 
faling : and praying &c. 


dend, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 


committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matters thereof, and to report the ſame, with 
their opinion. 

Feb. 18. Ordered, that leave be given to with- 
draw the ſaid petitions. 

April 8, 1717. A petition of Timothy Geers, 
eſquire, was preſented to the houſe, and read; 
ſhewing, that on the death of the late Lord Scuda- 
mare, a writ iſſued for the election of a citizen for 
the ſaid city, the petitioner, and Herbert Rudhale 
Weltfaling, eſquire, were candidates; that the pe- 
tioner had as many legal votes for the city as a- 


mounted to above the number of 400; but the ſaid 


i 2 


the ſaid city, was read; ſhewing, that James Lord 


Mr. Weſtfaling, by bribery * corruption, and 
other undue practices, prevailed upon a majority of 
the electors to vote for him; ſo that the ſaid Mr. 
Weſtfaling has got himſelf unduly elected, and re- 
turned a member for the ſaid city: whereas if the 
votes of thoſe electors, who are influenced by bri- 
bery, had not been received, the petitioner had had 
a great majority: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 


thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opi- 


nion. 

gth. A petition of ſeveral of the freemen of this 
city, on behalf of themſelves and ſeveral other un- 
bribed freemen of the ſaid city, was read; ſhewing, 
that on the death of the late Lord Scudamore, a 
writ iſſued for the election of a citizen, for the ſaid 
city; whereupon Timothy Geers and Herbert Rud- 
hale Weſtfaling, eſquires, were candidates; that 
the petitioners, and ſo many. more of the legal voters 
voted for the ſaid Mr. Geers; but the ſaid Mr. 
Weſtfaling, by bribery and corruption, and other 
undue practices, procured himſelf to be returned 
for this city : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opi- 


nion. 


April 10, 1723. A petition of John Priſe, eſquire, 


was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, and James 


Walwyn, eſquire, were candidates at the late elec- 
tion of one citizen to ſerve for this city, in the room 
of William Mayo, eſq; deceaſed; and that the ſaid 


James Walwyn was guilty, by himſelf and agents, 


of bribery and corruption, by giving ſeveral hun- 
dred freemen of the ſaid city, two guineas a-piece, 
and other ſums, for their votes; by which indirect 


and illegal practices, by admitting foreign freemen, 


and other perſons, to poll for the ſaid James Wal- 
wyn, who had no right, the ſaid James Walwyn 
procured himſelf to be returned; although your pe- 
titioner was legally choſen, by a majority of legal 
votes, and ought to have been returned: and pray- 
ing &c. | 

Ordered the ſame to be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 


Jan. 10. A petition of the ſaid Mr. Priſe, in 
ſubſtance the ſame with the ſaid petition, was again 


read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter thereof, 
and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 12. Ordered leave be given to withdraw the 
ſaid petition. 


HERTFORDSHIRE. 


HIS county hath been repreſented in parlia- 

ment from the firſt returns of Edward the 
firſt. I find no remarkable occurrence until very 
modern times, relating to its elections, except one 
in the time of King James the firſt ; with which I 
ſhall begin, 

Feb. 7, 1620. Sir George Moor reported from 
the committee. For knight of Hertfordſhire, Lord 
Faulkland of Scotland, made ſo after his election: 
that, becauſe rare, and without precedent, left to 
the houſe. 

Sir Robert Phillips Becauſe the precedent rare, 
moveth to defer it till to-morrow. 

4A Mr. 
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Mr. Price: That we ſhould take no notice here 
of his honour in Scotland, which is a diſtinct king- 
dom; and he but, in England, as one of the com 
mons. 

Mr. Alford, accordant : — for elſe, ſhall be Aer 
of the upper houſe, nor lower houſe here.— is not to 
de tried here by pores viſcounts. 

Mr. Hackwell, 2 For the reaſon of not 
ſerving [here] becauſe a voice, or attendeth above; 
[clerks (of) the convocation.} 

Mr. Crew :— Whether the queſtion now only for 
this particular, or generally, for all the lords of 
Scotland or Ireland To have this determined. 

Sir Henry Pool: —No Engliſhman, but to be 
either of the upper or lower houſe. — Continueth a 
ſubject of the kingdom ſtill. | 
Sir Edward Coke ä be filent in TER 
Excellent learning, to determine ĩt genere. — Trial h 

er pares, For nobility, not by dukes, for dukes; but 

y the nobiliry—either of the upper or lower houſe, 
except ſome few caſes. — A knight not to be tried by 
knights. Every Engliſhman not of the upper or low- 
er houſe. — Nowell: put out, becauſe he had voice 
inconvocation.—A banneret cannot ſerve here, in re- 
ſpect of the honourhe hath at funerals, &c. —Paſt his 
reading, therefore will not read of it.—In this laſt 


particular, could wiſh him to be of the houſe. 


In his laſt quarter ;—in the wane of the moon. 
If a duke of Scotland; ſued by the name of an eſ- 
quire here.—20 Hen. IV. Ocorok, an earl of Ire- 
land, tried here by gentlemen. —A adke of Britayne 
no addition to an Engliſh earl in fuit, 20 Edw. IV. 
A worthy gentleman, of excellent qualities 
putting him out, may break our privileges. — He 
choſen, when no viſcount. — The matter ex poſt fucto, 
not to put him out. No diſgrace to Scotland or 
Ireland, for a nobleman there, none here. 
Mr. Mallet :——Concurreth for point of law, but 
this houſe an houſe of connſel:;—That the reaſon of 


ſevering from the higher, freedom of delivery . of 


our minds, when farther from the lords. No ex- 
ception to the particular, yet a leading caſe, and 
the precedent may increaſe, —— 7-4 
ferring. 

Mr. Amnerſt, accordant. | 

Sir Edward Montague :=—By law to 88 but 
in a council to foreſee what fitting. Mr. Attorney 
not to ſerve here. A gap to open a way to all no- 
dlemen of Scotland, naturalized, to ſit here, and 
thruſt us out. 

Sir Thomas Rowe: — To conſider, whether = 
choſen, being a knight and no lord at the elettion, 
ſhall be received; as in the d l d of Mr. 
Attorney. © 1 

Sir Chriſtopher Hildyard, ROWE Ea 

Reſolved to ſtay, to be further adviſed upon 
the queſtion. —_ 

April 25, 1690. There being a double return for 
this county, of Mr. Freeman and Sir Charles Cxſar, 
it was conſidered by the committee of rivileges 

Ordered, char the report from the ſaid commirter 
0 Mei ba Monday. | 

28th. Ordered, it be received on Wedneſtay. 


zoth. Mr. Grey reported from the ſaid committee, 
the matter, as it appeared to the-commirree, That, 
upon hearing the merits of the faid double return 
and election, the queſtion was, Whether Sir Charkes 
Cæſar, or Ralph Freemen, eſquire, had the majo- 
rity ; and the determining of chat point depended 
upon allowing, or not allowing, the votes of fe- 
venty- three quakers ; and if theſe were allowed, Sir 


Wt * * 
IS. 675 ' , hats. * 


e ee Mr. Free 
man. The poll wass, 
For Sir Charles Ceſar 146 
Mr. Freemen 1368. 

The quakers caſe was thus: all the other free. 

holders had polled and ſworn to their frecholds, 
and were entered in a poll book; and after the qua- 
kers came together, and delivered a liſt of 53, 
with their reſpective freeholds, to Mr. Daniel Tho. 
mas; who had a depuration to 8 
ſheriff at the election, but was not ſworn. 
Mr. Thomas ſaid, he polled the — 
quakers, by calling over the liſt; one -was for Mr. 
Freeman, and the others for Sir Charles Czar, 
but the noiſe was ſo great, he could not hear them 
all anſwer : they refuſed to fwear, hut offered to give 
bond of four or five- thouſand pounds, that all in 
the liſt were freeholders :- that Mr. Themas knew 
two of them, and ſome others told him, they knew 
others of them, to be freeholders ; and the liſt was 
annexed by the ſheriff as part of the poll. 

The counſel for Sir Charles Cæſar offered 90 
prove them all freeholders, but were ordered to 
withdraw: and the committee reſol ved. 

That quakers, having freeholds, and refuſing to 
take the oath, when tendered by the ſheriff, are in- 
e 
hire; for chat reaſon. 

That Ralph Freeman, e is duly elefted a 
knight of the ſhire for this county: to both of 
which reſolutions the houſe agreed; and ordered 
Sir Charles Cæſar's return to be taken off the file. 

Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of Robert Cecill, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 


knights of the ſhire for this county, Sir Tho. Pope 


Blount, Thomas Halſey, Ralph Freeman, eſquires, 
and the petitioner, were candidates: that the ſheriff 
hath returned Sir Thomas Pope Blount and M.. 
Halſey, though the petitionet had a greater number 
of voices Ws Mr. Halſey ; 1 
Ordered, — it —— 
privileges and elections, to examine and —_— 
matter, with their opinion. 
Jan. 13. Ordered, th report be made on Thur 
day next. 
16th. Mr. Sollicitor-general reported the matter 
upon this petitition; viz. *- 
That Mr. Dyer, the high-ſheriff, produces the 
poll, which appeared thus 
For Mr. Halſey 1426, 
For Mir. Cecil! — 1412 © 


And he Br MO > oem 


that they had a freehold in this county of forty ſhil- 
lings yearly, and had not been polled before. 
Then the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that many, 
who had voted for Mr. Halſey, were not qualified 
to vote in that election; and ealled a witneſs to 
diſqualify a freeholder, who voted for Mr. Halſey, 
as no freeholder ; which was by Mer. Hal- 
ſey's counſel, in reſpect of the oath that had been 
taken by each frecholder when polled”: whereupon 


the committee reſolved, 


„That evidence ought not to be admitted-w dif 
qualify an elector, as no freeholder, who at the elec- 
tion ſwore himſelf a frecholder. 

: The"pukicier — @ to: ſows 
r e d 00 be becauſe 
they would not fwear ; and others kept out of the 
Polling place; but theſe, in All, not exceeding twelve, 
the counſel for the petitioner faid, they would give 
the committee no more trouble. 


Upon 
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Upon which it was reſolved, 

That Thomas Halſey, eſquire, is duly elected a 
knight to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
county: whereto, and the former reſolutions, upon 
their being twice read, the houſe agreed. 


HEXTYORD Town. 


HIS is the capital, or - ſhire town of the 
county of this name, which returned burgeſſes 


4 Regift. to parliament in the 26th of Edward I. when the 
EA. return was — Jobames de Weſtrete, de Hertford et Simon 


Ball de eadem electi, ſunt duo burgenſes per communita- 
tem burgen/nem de Hertford &c: but ſometimes inter- 
mitted, between that time and the goth of Edward 
III. after which, Mr. Prynn writes, it was omitted; 
the ſheriff making no precept to, or they electing 
any burgeſſts, it ſeems, to avoid the payment of 
their expences, by reaſon of poverty; though this 
was the ſhire townz and thus it continued until. 
1621 3, from which time, I ſhall treat of its elec- 
tions and members, as follows. "5 

May 18, 1621. Sir George Moor reported from 

the committee of privileges, that Hertford bo- 
rough, in Hertfordſhire, defireth burgeſſes ; hav- 
ing heretofore had : alſo, Amerſham, Wendover, 
and Marlow. | 

That they ſent in temp. Edw. I. and have new 
charters for renewal of right herein. That the com- 
mittee think fir, new writs ſhould be granted. 

Upon queſtion for Hertford, the houſe will be 
adviſed; and when it brings its charter to the com- 


mittee for privileges, the King's counſel to be call- 
ed to it. 


am May 4, 2G Mr. Glanvylle reported from the 


committee of privileges for the ſaid boroughs, who 
ſent tempore Edward I. — Hertford, An a& of 
recited, that Hertford then [tempore Ed- 


wardi I. ſerved in parliament. That the committee 


thinketh fit, that new writs ſhall go for theſe. 

Sir George Moor: — Petitions delivered for theſe, 
laſt parliament. Pomfret and Ilchefter reſtored 
upon the fame reaſon, this laſt parliament. 

Chancellor Duchy: — Againſt theſe old titles, diſ- 
uſed from the 28th of Edward the firſt. 

Sir William Fleetwood, Sir Thomas Wentworth, 
and Mr. Selden—for theſe towns to ſend burgeſſes. 
| Upon queſtion, every one of the three Bucking- 
hamſhire to ſend two burgeſſes this parlia- 


ment : a warrant from 'the Speaker for new writs 


Upon queſtion; the like ordered for Hertford. 

The houſe refuſed to 
manner of electing, or who ſhonld be electors. 

May 7, 1628. Ordered the writ for a new elec- 
tion of a burgeſs at Hertford, to be by Mr. Spen- 


cer forthwith ſent down, for an election to be there 


made; or elſe, that he forthwith deliver the ſame 
unto the knights of the county of Hertford, or 
one of them ; that they may take order for the 
preſence ſending thereof accordingly. 

Jan. 2xft. The clerk of the Crown to be warned 


to appear here to-morrow morning, about the writ” 


iſſued out for choice of a burgeſs in Sir Charles 
Morrifon's room. | 


22d. The deputy 


and demanded, to whom he delivered the writ for 
the election of a bu 


parliament for this borough, in the room of Sir 
Charles Morriſon, | deceaſed ; faith, he delivered it 


in October laſt, to Sir Richard Wynn. 
Queftion hereupon moved, that the Lord keep- 


give any directions for the 


A e the C called, 


rgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
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er's making out writs in time of prorogation.— Re- 
ferred to the committee of privileges to conſider it, 
and to report their opinion thereon to the houſe. 

The clerk of the Crown called in, and required 
to bring the writ into the houſe to-morrow morn- 
ing. 

The deputy clerk of the Crown enjoined to 
bring the writ for this borough to-morrow morn- 


2 3d. The clerk of the Crown brought in the 
writ for Hertford, and he directed to keep the 
ſame in his cuſtody, till the further pleaſure of the 
houſe known, and not to deliver it to any. 

A warrant under the Speaker's hand for a Super- 
ſedeas to diſcharge this writ, and for a new writ. 

Nov. 7, 1640. The humble petition of the free - 
holders and freemen of the county and borough 
town of Hertfordſhire, was read : but nothing re- 
ſolved upon as yet. 

March 25, 1690. A petition of the inhabitants 
of this borough, was read; ſhewing, that the bo- 
rough is a borough by preſcription z . and before 
any charter ſent members to parliament, elected by 
the inhabitants not taking alms; that, 1681, the 
mayor and ſome of the corporation granted free- 
doms to great numbers, of the clergymen and 
others, living remote; in order to outweigh the 
inhabitants and legal voters of the ſaid borough ; 
and that, at the laſt election, many of the ſaid ho- 
norary freemen were, notwithſtanding exception 
taken to them by the inhabitants, admitted to poll 
by the preſent mayor; by reaſon of which he hath 
returned Sir William Cowper and Sir William Le- 
man, whereas the majority of ſuch the ſaid inha- 
bitants were for Sir Thomas Byde, who ought to 
have been returned in the room of Sir William 
Leman ; whereby the petitioners are now unduly 
repreſented, and are likely to loſe their ancient pri- 
vileges of electing repreſentatives, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, to the houſe. 

But no report appears. 

Feb. 24, 1700. A petition of William Monſon, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner and 
Mr. Gulſton were candidates, at the election of a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, in the ....... of Mr. Filmer, deceaſed ; 
that after the ſaid vacancy, and at the ſaid election, 
ſeveral gifts, promiſes, and menaces, and other 
undue practices, were uſed by Mr. Gulſton's friends 
and agents to promote his intereſt, and ſuppreſs the 
petitioner's; and that the mayor refuſed to poll ſe- 
veral rightful voters, who offered to poll for the 
petitioner, and admitted great numbers to poll for 
Mr. Gulſton, who had no right ſo to do; by 
which means, though the petitioner had the ma- 
jority of legal voters upon the poll, the mayor 
hath, contrary to his duty, returned Mr. Gulſton 


as duly elected, to the petitioner's prejudice: and 


praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 7th. A 
of this borough, in behalf of themſelves, and ſeveral 
other inhabitants of the ſaid borough, was read ; 
ſhewing, that the mayor of Hertford did, at the late 
election of a burgeſs to repreſent this borough, in 
the room of Thomas Filmer, eſquire, deceaſed, 
permit ſeveral pretended freemen, who were _ 

trarily, 
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ition of divers of the inhabitants - 
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trarily, and contrary to their charter, made ſo in 
the firſt of the late King James II. to poll at the 
ſaid election; by means whereof, although Wil- 
liam Monſon, eſquire, had the majority of legal 
voters for him ; he hath unduly returned Richard 
Gulſton, eſquire, in prejudice to the rights of-the 
petitioners z who complained to the parliament, 
held in the firſt year of his Majeſty's reign, of 
the like proceedings ; but the then mayor, and ſe- 
veral of the aldermen, promiſing to deſiſt from theſe 
practices for the future, the petitioners proſecuted 
their petition no farther ; yet now the mayor, and 


- ſome of the ſaid aldermen, have again violated the 


rights and privileges of the ſaid borough : and pray- 
ing &c. 

To to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. But no report was made 
of either, 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of William Munſon, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that, at the laſt elec- 
tion for members to. ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, the petitioner, Charles Cæ- 
far, and Richard Gulſton, were candidates, at which 
election a poll was had; but Benjamin Jones, the 
mayor of Hertford, refuſed to poll ſeveral legal 
voters for the petitioner ; and admitted great num- 
bers to poll, who had no right, againſt the petiti- 
oner, they not being inhabitants, in whom the an- 
cient preſcriptive right of electing was, before the 
charters of incorporation were granted ; nor having 
been inhabirants of the ſaid borough, or the pa» 
riſhes thereof, at the time when ſworn burgeſſes ; 
without which qualification the mayor and aldermen 
had no power to make any burgeſſes ; by which 
means, and otherundue practices, the mayordeclared 
Mr. Gulſton to have the majority of legal votes, 
though the petitioner had ; and accordingly returned 
him, in breach of his truſt and duty, and in manifeſt 
prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. _ 

Jan. 7th. A petition of divers inhabitants of this 
borough, in behalf of themſelves, and ſeveral other 
inhabitants of the borough, was read ; ſhewing, 
that the ſaid borough hath, time out of mind, ſent 
burgeſſes to parliament by right of preſcription, 
before any charter was granted ; and that by all 
their chartets, the mayor and aldermen are only 
empowered to make as many as they ſhall think 
fitting of the inhabitants of the ſaid borough, or 
the pariſhes thereof, burgeſſes, and freemen, and 
not above three in being at a time of the inhabi- 
tants of the pariſhes; yet the mayor and aldermen, 
a little before the parliament held in the firſt of 
King James II. did arbitrarily make great num- 
bers of perſons, who were neither inhabitants of 
the ſaid borough, or pariſhes, freemen, or free- 
burgeſles ; who being admitted to poll at that elec- 
tion, and for the parliament held the firſt of Wil- 
liam and Mary, ſeveral of the now petitioners pe- 
titioned the then houſe of commons, complaining 
of the ſaid practices; upon which, the then mayor 
and aldermen -promiſing to forbear the like prac- 
tices for the future, if the petitioners would. 
proſecute the ſaid petition, they deſiſted: but the 
laſt mayor and majority of aldermen have made 
more ſuch freemen; and the now mayor, at the 
late election of members for this preſent parliament, 
did admit ſo many of the pretended burgeſſes to 
poll, as offered themſelves ; by reaſon whereof, 
though a greater number of rightful electors voted 
for William Munſon, eſquire, yet the mayor hath, 
unduly returned Richard Gulſton, eſquire ; and 
praying relief in the premiſſes. 


Ordered, to be referred to. the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. f 
21ſt. Ordered, the report to be made on Turf 
day next. 


27th. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported from the 


committee of privileges and elections, the matter 
upon the ſaid petition, 


That the poll was, Mr, Cæſar, 452. 
Fn Mr. Gulſton, 303. 
The petitioner a 20. 

That the right of election was the point contro- 
verted ; the petitioner's counſel inſiſting, that the 
right of election was in the inhabitants of the ſaid 
borough not receiving alms; and thoſe for the ſit- 
ting-member,. that the right was in the burgeſſes, 
or freemen, as well as the inhabitants. 

Another matter much controverted was, ſuppoſ- 


ing the freemen to have right, how the. perſons. 


ought to be qualified, who are made free ? 

The petitioner's counſel inſiſted, Hertford was 2 
borough by preſcription ; and that the firſt charter 
was. granted 1 Marie; which being read, it ap- 
peared to be, ad humilem petitionem inbabitentius 
Burgi et vill de Hertford; and the Queen doth 
thereby grant to the ſaid inhabitants in theſe words, 
uod idem burgus et villa de Hertford de cætero fit et 
erit incorporatum de uno ballivo et burgenfibus, ac bur- 
gum illum corpus corporatum et politicum in re, fadlo, 
et nomine, de ſe, in perpetuum facimus, ordinamus, et in 
plen. erigimus et creamus per preſentes, et quod inbabi- 
tantes ejuſdem burgi per nomen ballivi et bur genſiun 
Burgi de Herford, ſunt et erunt corpus corporatum in 
re, facto, et nomine, et una communitas perpetua habe- 
antque ſucceſſionem perpetuam. And then farther 
grants to the bailiff power of chooſing, into the 


office of burgeſs, omnes et fingulos quoſcunque viros 


tenentes et inhabilantes infra diium burgum qui guber- 
nationi illius forent neceſſarios. 


They alſo read a charter of King James I. reci- 


ing, The borough of Hertford is an . ancient bo- 


rough, and enjoys, by ſeveral names, divers ancient 


liberties and franchiſes ; tam per diverſas literas pa- 


tentes diverſorum progenitorum et anteceſſorum noſtrem 


nuper regum et reginarum Anglie, quam ration 
diverſarum preſcriptionum et — in eodem 


burgo afitatas et habitat; by which the mayor and 
capital burgeſſes have power to make as many 
of the inhabitants of the ſaid boro 


ugh, or the 
pariſhes of the ſaid borough, burgeſſes, as they ſhall 
ſee neceſſary, or for the profit of the borough ; 
dummodo burgenſes inbabitantes extra burgum predic- 
tum non excedant aliqus uno tempore numerum trium 
per ſonarum." 

They alſo read two copies of returns, .26th of 
Edward I. by. which it appears, that Hertford 
then ſent burgeſſes to parliament ; and it is ſaid, 
they were elected per communitatem burgen/ium de 
Hertford ; and 1gth of King Charles II. which 
names 16 burgeſſes, and ſays, that they were cun 
omnibus ceteris inbabitantibus 5 prædidti.—Juxta 
fermam ftatut. in hujuſmodi caſu edit. et proviſ. —Uua 
voce eligerunt two 

„„ er EP A 

That the petitioner's counſel alſo produced ſe- 
veral admittances of freemen, viz. one in 1640, 
one in 1650, one in 1674, and one in 1678; and 
all theſe run in the ſame form, That the mayor and 
capital burgeſſes, virtute libertatum et privilegiorun 

que dominus Jacobus nuper Rex Anglie per literas 
232 to them do receive the ſaid 
perſons into the ſaid corporation; alſo four admit- 
tances 
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tinces in another form, viz.” three in 1695, and 
one in 1697; and the form is, That the mayor 
and aldermen of the borough, virtue libertatum et 

per diverſas Repes et Reginas Angle, 
Sc. do receive them into the n: alſo two 
admitrances in 1700, in this form ex wnanimi aſſenſu, 
do receive the * perſons into the ſaid corpo- 
ration, 

Tone ds of the borough, they called 
Sweeting, aged 81, who ſaid, he had voted for par- 
liament-men go years; the firſt time he remembered 
honorary freemen were admitted, was, when Sir Tho- 
mas Field and Sir John Gore were choſen ; that 
he remembered + Sir Thomas Fanſhaw and Sir 
William Leman's election before that; and then 
never heard any voted, that was an honorary free 
man; but ſince, __ have been all along ad- 


mitted. 


John Hill, n - 20 years, ſaid, he remem- 
bered Hertford go years; and did not remember 
any peripes rakde tas, but invabliancs, Ul within 
forty years. 

John Hanſcombe ſaid, he ſerved his. time there, 
and came to live there 30 years ſince : he purchaſed 
his freedom, and voted at the laſt election. | 


For the ſitting- member, it was infiſted, it was 


both a corporation and a borough, by preſcription ; 
and that the right of election was in the freemen of 
the borough in general, 'and could not be reſtrain- 
ed by charter. And, from an ancient book, ſhewed 
inſtances. of perſons living out of the borough, 
as well as inhabitants, made free, viz. - 

Jan. 19, 1596, John Farnake, of Hatfield, re- 
queſted,- that he might - ſerve Hertford with beer, 
and to have acceſs thereto: it was granted, paying 
10 8. a year. 

March 14, 1598. An order of the corporation 
chat the brewer, 'Thorogood, of Hatfield, and 
ſome others, ſhould be diſtrained, for occupying 
their myſteries Wn betere Gey'hes agreed 
. | 

May 7, 1600, John Cordell of Cheſhunt, com- 
e eder, deſired to be admitted a freeman of 
Hertford ; and was to ſell fiſh in the time of Lent, 
for a ſum agreed on, paying 12 d. each quarter. 

Auguſt 13, 1606. Thomas Boreham of Broc- 
. 2 ſnhoe- maker, admitted, paying 26s. 8 d. 
* Nov. 25, 1612, Henry of Cheſhunr, 
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freemen do not concern themſelves in any 
other buſineſs of the town, but elections. 

Upon the whole the committee reſolved, 

That the right of electing members to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is not in ſuch free- 
men only, as are inhabitants, houſholders of the 
ſaid borough, not receiving alms; and in ſuch free- 
men, who at the time of their freedom granted to 
them, were inhabitants of the ſaid borough, or of 
That the right of electing members to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is in all the freemen 
and inhabitants, being houſekeepers, and not re- 
ceiving alms. 

Theſe reſolutions being paſſed, the counſel were 

called in, and acquainted therewith; and the coun- 
ſel for the petitioner was aſked, if he had any 
thing farther to ſay for his client; who anſwered, 
that, the right of election being thus determined, 
he had nothing farther to ſay. Whereupon the com- 
mittee reſolved, 
That Richard Gulſton, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : which reſolution, being twice read, was 
agreed to by the houſe. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of Thomas Clark, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that Charles Cæſar, 
eſquire, Richard Goulſton, eſquire, and the peti- 
tioner, were candidates at the laſt election for this 
borough; when Mr. Samuel Hopkins, the mayor, 
refuſed to poll ſeveral legal voters for the petitioner, 
and admitted many unqualified perſons to poll for 
Mr. Goulſton; by which means, and other undue 
practice of the ſaid mayor, Mr. Goulſton, and his 
friends and agents, though the petitioner had the 
majority from Mr. Goulſton of Ieg legal voters, that 
would have polled for him ; yet the mayor declared 
Mr. Goulſton to have the majority, and hath re- 
turned him, as duly elected, with Mr. Czfar, in 
wrong to the petitioner, and the rights of the bo- 
rough : and prayi: g &c. 

- Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
_ the ſame, with their opinion. 

6th. A petition of divers inhabitants of the ſaid 
borough, in behalf of themſelves and other inhabi- 
tants of the ſaid borough, was read ; ſhewing, that 
at the laſt election of members to ſerve in this par- 
liament for the ſaid borough, Charles Cæſar, Richard 
Goulſton, and Thomas Clark, eſquires, were candi- 
dates; and the mayor, Mr. Samuel Hopkins, polled 
ſeveral perſons againit Mr. Clark, who had no 
right to poll, and admitted great numbers of fuch 
vnqualified perſons; and refuſed to poll ſeveral 
perſons, who had a right, and offered to poll for 
Mr. Clark : and by other undue means of the faid 
mayor, and Mr. Goulſton, and his friends, the 
mayor declared Mr. Goulſton duly elected; and ac- 
cordingly hath returned him, in manifeſt prejudice 
of the rights and privileges of the legal n of 
the ſaid borough: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 1. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Thurſday next. 

6. Mr. Compton reported, from the committee, 
the matter of the ſaid election, upon the faid pe- 
titions. 

The poll, as it was taken, was, for Mr. Czfar 
448, for Mr: Goulſton 319, for the petitioner 256. 

The right of election was firſt comtroverted. 
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The 's counſel. inſiſted, that this was 
a borough — preſcription; and the right of alection 
was antiently in the inhabitants, being houſholders, 
not receiving alms z but if any right of voting was 
acquired by charter, it was only to ſuck freemen, 
who were made free purſuant to the charter, who 
ought to be, at the time of their being made free, 
inhabitants within the borough, or the pariſhes 
thereof; the number of freemen in the out · pariſues 
not exceeding three perſons at any one time. 

That Mr. Goulſton's counſel inſiſted, that the 
right of election was in the mayor, aldermen, and 
all the burgeſſes and freemen, and in the inhabitants 
houſholders, not receiving alms. 

For the petitioner.—To prove Hertford is a 
borough by preſcription, and to make out a right 
of election, produced a return of the 26th of Edward 
the firſt, by which it appears, that this borough 
then ſent burgeſſes to parliament, and it is laid, they 
were elected per communitatem burgen/tum. . al 

They alſo produced a charter 1 Mari; which 
is expreſſed to be ad bumilem petitionem inbabitantium 
zurꝑi et ville de Hertford : and Queen Mary doth 
thereby grant to the inhabitants, in theſe words, 
Quod de cætero ſit et erit incorporatum de uno ballive et 
burgenſibus ; ac burgum illum corpus corporatum et politi- 
cum, in re, facto et nomine, de ſe, in perpetunm facimus, 
ordinamus, et in plenum erigimus et craamus per pre» 
ſentes : and that charter farther grants to the bailiff, 
and burgeſſes, power of chuſing into the office of 
burgeſs, omnes et fingulos quoſtunque vires, tenentes et 
inbabitantes, infra dittum burgum, que gubernationt illius 
forent neceſſarios. 

They alſo produced a charter of King James the 
firſt, reciting that this borough is an ancient bo- 
rough, and uſed, by ſeyeral names, ſeveral rights, 
liberties, and franchiſes tam per diuerſas littras na- 
tentes diverſorum progemitorum et anteceſſerum noſtro- 
ram, nuper Regum et Reginarum Anglice, ua ratione 


diverſarum preſcriptionum et conſuetudinum in cadem 


burgo ufitat. et habit. By which the mayor and ca- 


the borough, burgeſſes, as they ſhall zudge a 
ſary for the profit of the borough ; Dummode! Ar- 
genſes, inbabitantes extra burgum prædichum, non exce- 
dant aliquo uno tempore, numerum trinm per ſonarum; 
o 
and 13 Car, II. wherein it is faid, that the perfons 
Dames comp eee eee eee Geog? pode 
_ elected the burgeſſes thereby returned. \ 
They alſo produced - ſeveral copics of freedoms, 
ſome in Charles the ſts — 
form— That the mayor ital 5 
tione libertat. et privileg. 
made free: other copies in Ki 
time, chat the mayor and ald 
et privileg. granted hy King Charles 
made free: others in King William the thind's.ti 
that the mayor and aldermen virtuie li 
vileg. by divers Kings to chem 
others, in 1699 and 1700, gentrally.'s 
freedom, without any authority. 1 
That for Mr. counſel produced 
ſeveral books of the corporation; in prove, perſons 
living out of the borough had been made frees. 
which it about 12, between 1592 
1668, living aut of the borough. had been ſo.made, 
z 


tion. 
They, alſo prodyced a return gpl md-ation 
eee 


/ 


— * 


— * the petitioner's counſel 


ſo. made fres : but this was admired; and alls tha: 


other returns tad. bean f Mel, op Temes living 


out of the borough. | 
And at Lat they produced de eden upon 
the election berween Mr. Monſon and Mr. Goulſtoa, 
13 William III. That the right of elefting mem. 
bers to ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in 
all the freemen ; and alſo in the inhabitants, being 
houſhalders, and not receiving alms. Whereupon | 
the committee reſolved, | 
1. That the right of eletting burgeſits, to fw 
in parliament for this borough, is in the inhabitants 
not receiving alma; and in ſuch freemen only, as, 
at the time of their being made free, vers takes. 
tants of the ſaid borough, or the pariſhes thereof, 
the number of the freemen, living out of the bo- 
The right being thus ſettle ; it was inſiſted for 
the petitioner, that by adding ſeveral to his poll, 


and diſqualifying others, who voted for Mr. Goul- 


ſtan, they ſhould make a majority: and called 
Iſrael Kenton, and others, who gave evidence 
againſt four perſons, as inmates, and 162 as not 
iting in the when made free; but it 
appeared, four of theſe voted for the petitioner, as 
well as for Mr. Goulſton : and then proceeded to 
add eight perſons, viz. een ee 
freeman, to their poll. ; 
| In den ie was invited, und pod by the 
town-clerk, that 3 of the 162 excepted to, ſerved 


Cullen's rents, which they alledged was within 
the borough : 6 were attornies of the mayor's 
court: 2 were aldermen: and 4 aldermens fons : 
and 6 athers had ſhops in the town, on market- 
. > 
As to Culling's rents ; the counſel al- 
ledged, they were part of the old caftle : and New- 
Pr 
the borough. . 

But Mr. Goulſton's witneſſes ma, thoſe who 
lived in thoſe rents, always voted, ever ſince King 


James time ; except once, when they were encepeed 


nr NT 


him. 

— then proccaded a juffy 
4 votes, ma Wa ds rw yt 
fat was, Ctony formerly near this dorough ; 
was made free; and is fince gone to Fulham or 
Putney ; ee ee 
. 


The counſel for r. Goulton 
to diſqualify 2, of the 8, added to the — 
ers poll: = having been relieved in ſickneſs, ſome 
time before. the:eleftion, and another for his rent 
being paid by tha overſecrs; but th was ſinee the 
election 3 atfo: 1; 20 not inhabitants when 
made free; me, in the rown-books being writ of 
ether places, and others madd free hy rederprion-; 
and 16 cthets — ner e 


Boe — proved, 6 of: 
ner's voters. m he oxctificate-men z — — 
admitted ta be. ſu; and ond lived in an abhms-houſe 
Allo Saunders proved 4 W- be in mates. Urs 
whote the committee reſolved, 
. That Rickwd Goulfton, eſquire, * duly 


claſhed r 0 cee dee prof. partment 


for this boa g. 
3. Thar Diwanos-Clark,, efcuirey/ is duly: elee8 


a duageſs, yr pt this r 
The 


bavough, .. - 


„% << wo 
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The Town of HERTFOR D. 


The three ſeveral reſolutions, di. rvice read, 
Nov. 24, 1708. I puticion of Cha Ceſar, eſ- 
quire, was read ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
a candidate at the laft election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in this partiament for this borough : that the agents 


for William Monſon, eſquite, another of the candi- 


dates; did, by undue practices, endeavour to pro- 
cure Mr. Monſon to be elected: that a greater 
number of qualified perſons did offer to poll for 
the petitioner, than for Mr. Monſon; yet Mr. Sa- 
muet Kent, mayor of the ſaid borough, hath re- 
turned Mr. Monſon, in prejudice of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered,” that the merits of the ſaid petition be 
heard at the bar on the 5th of February next. 

Feb. g. Ordered, that Mr. 2 have leave to 
withdraw his petition. 

June 12, 1711. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of Charles Cæſar, eſquire, made treafurer of the 


Marth 26, 1715. A petition of Sir Thomas Clarke, 
knight, and John Boteler, eſquire, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that at the election for this borough, the peti- 
tioners were candidates Charles Cæſar and 
Robert Gulſton, eſquires, ſitting- members: that 
Joſeph Calton, mayor of the ſaid borough, arbitrari- 
ly polled many perſons for the ſitting- members, 
that had no right, and refuſed others, who had 
right for the petitioners; and ſo declared the elec- 
tion for the ſitting-members, and returned them ac- 
cordingly ; ' notwithſtanding the petitioners were 
duly elected by a legal majority, and ought to _ 
been returned: and praying &c. 

A petition of James Gatward, Samuel Randall, 
Philip RieMy, - Witham Barfoot, Andrew Smart, 
Harriſon Green, and Harmer Offley, freemen and 
inhabitants of this antient borough, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that at the election of members for the faid bo- 
rough, Sir Thomas Clarke, knight, and John 
Boteler, eſquire, were candidares, againſt Charles 
Ceſar! and Richard Gulſton, eſquires, ſirting-mem- 
bers : thar Joſeph Calron, mayor of the ſaid bo- 
rough, illegally polled a great number of perſons 
for the ſitting-members who had no right; and re- 


jected many others who had a right, and offered to 


poll for the faid Sir Thomas Clarke' and Mr. 
Boteler ; but the fri Sir Themas Clarke and Mr. 
Botckywereduly ec&ed; nowichſtanding which, the 
faid mayor, in violation of the rights and privileges of 
the ſuich borough; returned the faid Mr. Cæſar and 
Mr. Gulſton, althougfi bn 6 Mae oh een elected: 
and” praying ce. 

Ordered the merits 6f the faid! petitivnt be heard 
av the Bar n > the ot ay of April 
nent. Ls 

,. Ordered to be heard'on this day ſeven 

May 5. Ordered, that it be ard on Tuch 
n at twelve o clock. 


eee Ordered; chat ir be heard" en Saturday 


morning next. 


14.” The Houſe-proceedbd to the hearing the ſaid 
merits, andthe-courrſel were called in, and the pe- 
titions-read ; and che petitioners counſel/ examined 
fevers withelſes- as: to partial proceedings of the 
mayor, and alſo to diſhualify ſeveral - perions who 
voted for the fitting: members. 
Brcdered · to be nnn | 

Txth. Ihe houſe and the counſel 
were calltd*in, -and'proceeded e examine witneſſes, 


withdrew, 


for the diſqualifying other voters for the ſitting- 
members ; and alſo for adding perſons to the petiti- 
oners poll, who offered to vote for them, but were 
refuſed ; and alſo touching a witneſs, who was fum- 
moned to attend, but was prevailed upon by one 
1 Brand to keep away, in contempt of the order 
was ſerved with; and alſo, touching bribery by 
the agents of the -ſitting-members ; after which, 
the petitioners counſel ſummed up their evidence, 

Ordered to be heard again on Thurſday next. 

Ordered, that John Brand do then attend. 

r9th. The houſe proceeded to the hearing of the 
ſaid petitions, and the counſel! were called in; 
And the counſel for the fitting-members examin- 
ed ſeveral witneſſes, to qualify the voters the peti- 
tioners had objected to, and to diſqualify ſeveral 
voters for the petitioners. 

Ordered, that the matter be again heard on Sa- 
turday next. 

21ft, The houſe proceeded in the hearing of the 
ſaid election, and the counſel were called in; and 
the counſel for the ſitting-members examined ſeve- 
ral other witnefles, to diſqualify voters for the pe- 
titioners, and as to threatnings and bribery : 

Aſter which it was inſiſted on by the TONNE for 
the ſitting- members, 

That Mr. Boteler, one of the petitioners, was 
not qualified, according to the act of the gth year 
of her Majeſty, intitled, An act for the ſecuring the 
freedom of parliaments, by the farther qualifying 
the members to ſit in the houſe of commons; and 
the particulars of the ſaid Mr. Boteler's qualificat?- 
on, delivered to the clerk of the houſe, purſuant to 
an order of the 23d of March laſt, was read; and 
alſo the will of Philip Boteler, eſquire. 

And the ſitting · members counſel! examined ſeve- 
a witneſſes, touching the matter of the faid Mr. 


Boteler's qualification. 


+ Ordered the matter to be heard again on Tuef- 
day next, and that John Brand do then attend. 
24th. The houſe proceeded in the ſaid hearing, 


and the counſel were called in; 


And the petitioner's counſel examined witneſſes, 
to juſtify ſeveral voters which the ſitting-members 
counſel had objected againſt ; and one Thomas 
Webb being offered to be examined as a witneſs, 
the counſel for the firting-members objected againft 
his being examined ; for that he was charged by 
the ſitting· members evidence to have endeavoured 
to procure a vote for the petitioners by corruption 
at the laſt election, and had reflected on the juſtice 
of the houſe. The counſel were heard in relation 
to that matter. 

Reſolved, that the petitioners ck be admitted 
to examine Thomas Webb, in relation to John 
Bowles being an inhabitant of the borough of Hert- 
ford, at the time of his being made free. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the counſel with the ſaid 
reſolution ; and the ſaid Mr. Webb, and other wit- 
neſſes, were examined; and then the petitioners 
counſel proceeded to juſtify the petitioner, Mr. 


| Boteler's qualification, and then ſummed up their 


evidence: and the ſitting- members counſel replied, 
as to the matter of the qualification, and the new 
evidence which had' been given ; 

And Mr. Caiar was heard in his place, and with: 
drew. 

Reſolved, that Charles Cæſar, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parli ia- 
ment for this borough. 

Then Mr. Goulſton was heard in his place, and 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, that Richard Goulſton, | eſquire, is not 


duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve-in this preſent par- 


liament for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Sir Thomas Clarke, knight, is 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough. .. | : 

Reſolved, that John Boteler, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough. 

And the return was ordered to be amended. 

A motion was made td adjourn, but diſagreed to. 

- Reſolved, that Joſeph Calton, mayor of this. bo- 
rough, is guilty of acting in an illegal and arbitrary 
manner, in the late election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in this parliament for this borough, in contempt 
of the act to prevent falſe and double returns of 
members to ſerve in Fr 
the privilege of the houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Joſeph Calton be, for his 


faid breach of privilege, taken into the cuſtody of 


ſaid reſolution and act o 


the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

' OR. 18, 1722. A petition of Sir Thomas Clarke, 
Knight, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
the petitioner, Edward Harriſon, and Charles Cz- 
ſar, eſquires, were candidates : that Joſeph Calton, 
mayor of the ſaid - borough, arbitrarily received 
many votes for the ſaid Mr. Cæſar, and diſallowed 
many others, that ought to have been received for 
the petitioner ; and declared the ſaid eleftion in fa- 
vour of the ſaid Mr. Cæſar, and returned him ac- 
cordingly, 
houſe of commons, although the mayor was ſhewed 
the reſolution of the houſe; and the ſaid Mr. Cæ- 
ſar, by bribery and other illegal Practices, procur- 
ed himſelf to be returned for the ſaid borough, in 
prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report — 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

A. petition of James Gatward, James Shepard, 
Thomas Smithſon, Harriſon Green, Thomas Mar- 
ſon, Ralph Say, Joſeph Barfoot, and John Barfoot, 
freemen and inhabitants of this antient borough, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the election of members 


to ſerve in parliament for this borough, .a copy of 


the laſt determination of the houſe of commons, of 
the right of election of the ſaid borough, and the 
act of parliament that requires the return of mem- 
ders to be made according to the ſaid determinati- 
on, were ſeyerally ſhewn and read to the mayor, 
in open court; but the mayor, . contrary. to the, ſaid 


act of. parliament and reſolution, arbitrarily allowed 


t numbers of perſons to vote for Charles Cæſar, 


Itire, who had no right to poll, and unjuſtly 
rejected many others, who had a right to poll; and 


offered themſelves for Sir Thomas Clarke: and che | 


zayor, in violation of the antient rights and pri 

vileges of the ſaid bo ani in defiance of the 
of parliament, returned-the 
ſaid Mr. Cæſar, although the ſaid Sir Thomas 


Clarke had a majority of legal votes: and praying 
dc. 


„ Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of "yl 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Jan. 16. Ordered the report to de we 
Tueſday morning next. 
22d. Mr. G 
che matter of the ſaid election, That the committee 


have examined the merits of the ſaid election: 


That the right of election was agreed to be, in 


che inhabitants not receiving alms; and in ſuch free- 


contrary to the laſt determination of the 


ybbon, * * reported 


8 
were inhabitants of the borough, or the pariſhes 
thereof; ä CONES the 
borough not exceeding three perſons. 
The poll was, for Mr. Czſar = 2g, 
the petitioner e—_ 244. 

For the petitioner, the counſel produced evidence 

to diſqualify 125 votes for Mr. Cæſar, and to add 
16 to the petitioner's poll, 2s follows; "ih, whe 
voted as freemen, were objected to, as ha ving no 
right to vote; and Jonathan Smart, John Archer, 
John Lawford, Joſhua Gilman, and five others, 
gave evidence, that 39 of theſe were never inhabit- 
— 1 bs + Hee 
ther freemen nor inhabitants at the time of the elec» 
tion : and that the other 41 were not inhabitants, 


| when they were made free. 


This evidence, as to 34, was contradicted by Mr. 
Willymot, the town-clerk, and others ; who aver. 
red the qualification of theſe 34 as good votes, con- 
trary to the evidence given againſt them. 12 others, 
who voted for Mr, Cæſar as inhabitants, were ob- 
jected to; and Gilman and others ſaid, ' theſe 12 
were not inhabitants, but lodgers within the bo- 
rough, at the time of the election: which evi 
as to 9 of theſe 12, was anſwered by Robert Dew 
and others; who ſaid, thoſe 9 were inhabitants with- 
in the borough at the time of the election. 

Thirty were objected to, as certificate men, and 
the certificates were produced, e ee 
man: but, 

 Echeridge, and others, proved, fix of theſe 30 

ſettlements ſince their certificates, or lived by 
certificate from one pariſh to another within the 
borough. 

To add 16 to the poll for the petitioner, who 
voted as inhabitants at the time of the gledtion 
but were refuſed by the mayor | 

Snier, and achers, bd, thit- cheve-of-ahoſs 16 
lived in the Caſtle, and the other 13 were inhabit- 
ants in the borough at the election. 

In anſwer to this was produced a ſurvey of the 
boundaries of this borough, taken in 1621 ; by 
which it appeared, that the boundaries go but to the 
Caſtle-ditch. 
Mr. Yonge and Mr. Dunſdale ſaid, for forty 
years paſt the Caſtle was always eſteemed to be with 
out the 
As to the other 13 ; Woolmer and others aid, on 
behalf of Mr. Cæſar, that three of them came into 
the borough, only on account of the election, and 
went away again as ſoon as it was over: chat an- 
other was a pauper; and another, who claimed a 
a freeman, was refuſed his freedom by the mayor, 
becauſe he only ſerved fix” years of his apprentice- 
ſhip, and then left his maſter ; though his maſter 
r N wy ray = rs and declared 
himſelf. fatisfied with his ſervice : the 
were only lodgers ar the time of the deen. an 
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them” The witneſs ſaid, he looked over the poll; 


that he is ſure, that above 50 polled for Mr. Cæ- 
far, and the like number. for. the - petitioner, who 
were determined to have no right by the laſt reſo- 
lution of the houſe, and were. objected to at the 
former poll; and the ſame perſon, 3 
made alſo this return. | 

The counſel for Mr. Cæſar produced evidence to 
diſqualify 106 of the- petitioners voters, and to add 
to Mr. Cæſar's poll 67, who voted as freemen, but 
were excepted to, as not having right to vote. 

Mr. Willymort, and others, ſaid, one of theſe 67 
was not a houſekeeper at the time of the election: 
that-29, who had ſerved apprenticeſhips in the bo- 
rough, were not houſekeepers in the borough when 
made free, but lived there at that time: that one 
ſerved but part of his time in the borough ; that 
five were never inhabitants ; and that 31 were not 
inhabitants, when made free, 

This evidence, as to 3 of the 29, was andre by 
John Smith, and others; who ſaid, that 15 others 
were inhabitants within the borough, when made 
free, 
Ten others were objected to, who voted for the 
petitioner as inhabitants: one of them was proved 
to be an alms-man ; another an inhabitant, and no 
houſekeeper ; another was proved to be an inhabit- 


ant, and an houſekeeper : and as to the other eight, 
'Willymott, and others, ſaid, they were no houſe- 


keepers, but only inmates or lodgers, at the time of 
but 


Gilman, and others, ſaid, theſe eight were inha- 


bitants, and hoyſekeepers within the borough, at 


that time; and two of them paid the rates. 
Twenty-nine of the petitioner's voters were ob- 
jected to as certificate-men : it appeared by the cer- 


tificate and town-books, proved by Mr. Willymott, 


that ten of them were under double diſqualifica- 
tions; viz. five were not inhabitants within the 


| borough, when made free; and five more were 


made, after they were certificate-men; but one of 


them had ſerved: the office of conſtable within the 


borough ſince his certificate : eighteen others were 
admitted, and one proved to be a certificate-man. 

To add one to Mr. Cæſar's poll, they called, 

Mr. Willymott z who ſaid, James Millington of- 
fered his vote for Mr. Cæſar, and was refuſed by 
the mayor ; and Younge proved. him an inhabitant 
at the time of the election. 23G 
That, on the head of menaces and corrupt prac- 
tices, William Skegg ſaid, his maſter gave him a 
guinea to vote for the. petitioner and threatned to 
turn him out of town, if he did not. | 

Charles Dameron ſaid, Mr. Smart, who appeared 
for the petitioner, gave him three guineas and a 
half to vote for the petitioner. _ 

Upon the whole, the. committee reſolved, 

That Charles Cæſar, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


That Sir Thomas Clarke, eſquire, is duly elected 


à burgeſs to ſerve in this —_ parliament for 


this borough. 

Ihe ſaid reſolution, being twice read, was agreed 
unto by the houſe, and ordered the return to be 
amended. 

Jan. 17, 1726. Ordered a warrant, far a new 
writ, to elect a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room — Edward n — made poſt- 


from which time it has returned to this. 


that a new writ do iſſue: 


HET DON. 


HIS borough is in the county of York. It 
firſt ſent members to parliament in the 23d 
of Edward the firſt, as Dr. Willis writes : but Mr. 
Prynn has taken no notice thereof in his Regiſter ; ; 


that, in the goth of Edward the third, there was 
a ſummons by the ſheriff to the bailiff, but no re- 
turn; one precept, but no election. It was never 
after ſummoned, until the firſt of Edward the ſixth, 
I do nor 
find any memoirs of its elections until very lately, 
of which are theſe. 

Nov. 18, 1707. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 


for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 


of Anthony Duncombe, eſquire, made a commiſſi- 
oner of prizes. 


Dec. 5, 1710. Aj petition of William Wickham, 


eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late elec- 


tion of members, to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough, William Pultney, Hugh Cholmley, 
cſquires, and the petitioner, were candidates; and 
the petitioner was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned: but Mr. Pultney, by bribery and 


indirect practices, procured votes, and himſelf to 


be returned, to the manifeſt prejudice of the peti- 
tioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 25, 1721. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of Hugh Cholmley, eſquire, made a commiſſioner 
for victualling the navy. 

March 27, 1723. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for chuſing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of the right honourable William Pultney, eſ- 


quite, made a cofferer of the houſhold. 


HEYTESBURY, 


HIS borough is in the county of Wilts, It 
never ſent members to parliament until the 


28th of Henry the ſixth; and from thence to this th Peg. 


time. The memoirs I have met with, relating to 
its elections, are theſe. 

May 17, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported from 
the committee of privileges and elections, touch- 
ing the return for this borough ; That Sir Charles 
Berkley, and Henry Coker, eſquire, are returned by 
one indenture; and Sir Joſeph Aſh, and John Jol- 
lyffe, eſq; by another; and the opinion of the com- 
mittee, That neither of the returns were good; and 
whereto the houſe a- 
greed. 

June 11, 1720. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs, in the room of Edward Aſhe, 
eſquire, made a commiſſioner of trade and planta- 
tions. 


HIGHAM FERRERS. 


nes borough is ſituate in the county of 
Northampton, and was not a borough in the 


38th of Henry VI. but was then the King's ma- _ 


nor: and, in the ſecond and third of Philip and 


Mary, it was incorporated and made a borough ; 
conſiſting of a mayor, ſeven aldermen, and thirteen Brady, in 
burgeſſes; who were to have power to ele one bur- pl. 91 
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Willis. 
Notitia, 
p. 68 

and, in his Brevia Parliamentaria Redi viva, writes, 5 P. 4 
p 159 
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geſs to parliament; from which time to this preſent 
year, it has elected and returned ſuch burgeſs: and 
concerning the election I have met with cheſe me- 
moirs. 

May 16, 1660. Mr. Turner . 
committee of privileges and elections, the caſe up- 
on the double teturn for this borough The queſ- 
tion appearing to be, whether a ſelect number of 
burgeſſes, or the burgeſſes at large ought to elect? 
the committee were of opinion, the burgeſſes at 


large ought to elect; and Sir Thomas Dacres was 


duly elected by them, and ought to fit: whereto 
the honſe agreed, and ordered the return to be 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Sir Lewis Palmer, 
baronet ; complai of an undue return of Sir 
Rice Rudd, baronet, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough ; in injury of the petitioner, 
who was duly elected, and ought to have been re- 
turned, was read, 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petition 'be referred to 
the committee of privileges and elections, to exa- 
mine the matter, and report it with their opinion. 
But there doth not appear any report was made. 

May 23, 1685. A 
ley, baronet ; complaining of the undue return of 
Sir Lewis Palmer, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, as burgeſs for this borough ; in injury of the 
petitioner, who was duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned, was read. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. No report appears. 

Feb. 26, 1700. A petition of Thomas Andrews, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, the petitioner was du 
choſen a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parli 


c 


for this borough, and ought to have been returned; 


but the mayor of the ſaid borough hath unduly re- 
turned Thomas Ekins, eſquire. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

October 24, 1702. A petition of the honourable 
Thomas Wentworth, eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, 
that the petitioner was duly elected, by a majority 
of legal voters, a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough; but Daniel Dilly, the 
mayor of the ſaid borough, admitted ſeveral perſons 
to poll for Thomas Pemberton, eſquire, who had 
no right to poll; and refuſed others to poll for the 
petitioner, that had a right ſo to do and the peti- 
tioner doubts not to prove, that the ſaid Mr. Pem- 
berton by bribery, threatenings, and other indirect 
practices, both by himſelf, the mayor, and other 
agents, obtained ſeveral votes, and procured him- 


ſelf to be returned, mn 


and praying &c. 

Jan. 2oth. Ordered, all woch reports from the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, as ſhall be _ 
ready, be made on Tueſday. 

26th. Ordered, they ſhall be made on Thurſday. 

28th. Mr. Bromley reported from the ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter touching the laſt ek uon for this 
borough. - 

That upon the poll the numbers were 7 

For the petitioner, - | > 
For the ſitting · member, 5x. 

The petitioner's counſel opened'the right of elec- 
tion to be in the mayor, aldermen, and b at 
large, and in the freemen reßding within the bo- 
rough: and the ſitting - member'i eounſel infiſted, 


of Sir Matthew Dud- 


The Borough of Hi O HAM FERRERS, 


that the freemen ought w be houſholders; and there 
were called 

John Hoſcot, and ſeveral others ; who. aid, 
they had known the borough 20, 30, 50, and 60 
years; that they had known -freemen vote, who 
were not freeholders ; and N. 
men, who were not houſholders. 

That the counſel for the ſitting · member anſwered 

1 yy CE EI IRON 


11, 40, 50, and 60 years ; and the right of 
ſrot and lot; 


third of Philip and Mary; wherein they are tiled 
the mayor, burgeſſes, and commonalty of Higham 
Ferrers ; and the 


yor, 
aldermen, burgeſſes, and freemen, being houſhold- 
ers not receiving alm. 100M . 

The right being thus ſettled ; the petitioner's 
counſel. gave evidence of ſuch as had a right to 
vote, and offered for the petitioner, and were refuſ- 
hanna 

The liſts were os. bats: wh nt 
by the counſel and witneſſes on the other ſide. 

Then evidence was given of undue practices. 

John and William Underwood proved, that Saun- 
der promiſed Mr. Wentworth his vote ; but a little 
before the election he told him, Mr. Pemberton had 
promiſed to pay him a debt of above 30 J. if he 
would vote for him; and that elſe he would not: 
to which it was anſwered, it was only paying a 
debt; and that Saunders was formerly in Mr. Pem- 
berton's intereſt, and voted for Mr. Pemberton at 
the former election. | 

John Underwood faid, that Jackſon bad pro- 
miſed to vote for Mr. Wentworth ; but Mr. Pem- 
berton had done buſineſs in the law for him, and 
had promiſed to come to account, if he would vote 
for him: but Willis ſaid, that Mr. Saunders pro- 
miſed to be for Mr. Pemberton; though he declar- 
ed, Mr. Pemberton had dealt hardly, and that he 
had not money to pay him, of which he acquainted 
Mr. Pemberton ; who ſaid, de would account with 
him, whether he voted for him or not. 

Underwood alſo ſaid, William Male had pro- 
miſed to vote for Mr. Wentworth; but Mr. Pem- 
berton threatened at his. houſe, that he would ſtick 
him, if he would not be for him ; and promiſed to 
raiſe his wages, from 12 to 14 d. per day: but 
Willis and Freeman ſaid, they were preſent, and 
there were no threats; and as to the wages, Free- 
man ſaid, it was iſed in this manner; Male 

he had twelve-pence a day, when others 
had fourteen; Mr. Pemberton ſaid, if he would 
work as others did, who had 14 d. he ſhould have 
the ſame wages. 


Edward 
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Edward Freeman faid, Small told him, he would 
have been for Mr. Wentworth, but Mr. Pember- 
ton owed him ſome money; and Willis told him, 
he would paſs his word for it, if he would vote for 
Mr. Pemberton : but it was proved, Small had al- 
ways been in Mr. Pemberton's intereſt, and his 
friends. 

The great ſtreſs was laid upon the diftribution 
of hay, the caſe of which was thus: 

There is a meadow at this 3 
Craftſman meadow, of about 24 acres; there is 
meadow reeve, abode Geagh hbidey of four 
acres, and he diftributes the hay that grows upon 
the other twenry acres to the craftſmen and inn- 
keepers of the town, and their . widows ; and when 
any one has a ſhare allotted, he afterwards had it, 
and it has not been uſual to take it away: but it 
was infiſted on, that Mr. Pemberton (who was at 
the election (and is now) meadow-reeve) had ated 

y in diſtributing it to make voices for him- 
ſelf, and that ſuch voices erer 
and to prove chis, were called, 

May, who faid, Samuel Goodſon, who voted 
for Mr. Pemberton; eold him, he was of the right 
ſide ; for Mr. Pemberton told him, he ſhould have 
half an acre of graſs: and Freeman ſaid, Goodſon 
had a rood of hay laſt year, but never before. 

Hoſkot, about fixty years, ſaid, the free- 
men and i pers, who had received the hay, 
have looked upon it as their inheritance ; and their 
widows have received it after them; and his father 
and mother and he received it all along. 

Stratton alſo teſtified, as ro the cuſtom of hay 
being continued to the ſame perſons, and being di- 
ſtributed to their widows; and he had it for thirty 
years together, but none laſt year: and believes it 
was, becauſe he was not for Mr. Pemberton, and 
ten others fared fo alſo. 

Weſton ſaid, Mr. Pemberton defired his vote, 
and promiſed him his friendſhip in the Craftſmen's 
meadow ; and a week before the election, ſpeaking 
of the hay, Mr. Pemberton told him, they were 
not of the ſame ſide; which ite we datos 
he had no hay. 

Freeman and others ſaid, ſeveral, who vored for 
Mr. Pemberton, had more than before ; and thoſe, 
who were againſt him, had leſs, or taken away. 

Edy ſaid, the mayor aſked his vote for Mr. 


and threatened to turn him out of his 


houſe, if he did not vote for him; and he, voting 
for Mr. Wentworth, was turned our. 

That, as to the diſtribution of the hay, it was 
anfwered, the hay was not given away till fince the 
election ; that Mr. Pemberton, as reeve, had the 
diſtribution of it, in ſuch proportion, and to ſuch 
perſons, as he pleaſed. 

Bridgeman ſaid, he had the hay twenty years 
fince; and loſt it one year upon a quarrel with the 
reeve's ſervant; and about the ſame time it was tak 
en from another. 

Freeman ſaid, the reeve always diſpoſed of it, as 

he liked; and ſome, who voted againſt Mr. Pem- 
berton, had it laſt year: that thoſe, whoſe allowance 
were increaſed, were Mr. Pemberton's tenants, and 
therefore were favoured. 
Mr. Pemberton's counſel atledeed, they could 
take off from Mr. Weneworth's poll ; but the ma- 
Jority was elearly with them, therefore waved it, 
and only called witneſſes as to indirect practices. 

Freeman and Richards faid, the Lotd Rocking- 
ham, about thirtecn- or fourteen years ſince, pfo- 
miſed to give 501.. towards renewing the leaſe of 
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the poor eſtate, which was after taken over their 
heads; that, about a month or ſix weeks before 
the election, Mr. Neviſon, Lord Rockingham's 
ſteward, brought the 50 J. to buy a piece of land, 
to be ſettled for the uſe of the poor; that he ſent 
for ſeveral perſons to his inn, ſhewed the money, 
and ſaid, what it was deſigned for; but being told 
he could not purchaſe any ſuch piece of land, he 
carried the money back again, It was owned, that 
Mr. Ekins ſaid ſeveral times, he would engage for 
itz and Mr. Neviſon ſaid, when he brought it, it 
was not on account of the election; and he carried 
it to Mr. Pemberton's houſe, and enquired if he 
would ſell him a piece of land for that purpoſe. 

Anne Jervoiſe, and... Draper, ſaid, Mr, Went- 
worth's bailiff gave 2 ſhillings and 6d. to each of 
them, to engage them to get their huſband's votes 
for Mr. Wentworth; and Woodly, Underwood, 
and Freeman, were there : but theſe denied the 
matter; but owned, Mr. Wentworth had given 
20 8. to the poor, who were not voters, to be diſtri- 


buted by twelve-pence and ſix-pence to each. 


Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, - 

That Thomas Pemberton, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough : and it being read twice, was agreed 
to by the houſe. 

Feb. 2, 1726, Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of the honourable John Finch, eſquire, made one 
of the King's counſel learned in the law. 


HINDON, 
HIS borough is ſituate in the county of 


28 3 


Wilts. It never returned members to parlia- 75 Nd. 
ment, until the 27th year of Henry VI. ſince which, 1003. 


I apprehend, it has conſtantly returned. The me- 
moirs I have met with concerning its elections, and 
repreſentati ves in that reſpect, are theſe. 

March 27, 1621. Sir Henry Poole moveth, 
where, three returned for this borough, a courſe to 


be taken with it. 


Sir John Davys:— That no queſtion, but the 
election of the firſt two good, and of Sir Lud- 
low, who was laſt choſen, void: That he hath elect- 
ed another place, therefore a new writ ſhall go for 
him. 

Mr. Recorder: That clearly void, if three choſen 
at a time: — If two firſt, and then a third, then 
the firſt election of the two, good; of the third, 
void, 

Mr. Brook :— To give them a day to interplead; 
and, if they come not, then a new writ for a new 
election of both. 

Ordered, that they come at the firſt ſitting of 
the committee for privilege ; or elſe the houſe will 


proceed to take ſome final courſe. 
April 18. Sir George Moore :— reported for this 
borough: — The ſheriff of ..... directed his pre- 


cept to the burgeſſes, not to the bailiff : upon this 
Sir John Davys and Mr, Antyll elected. 


And ſecond precept to the bailiff of Dounton : «g;, orig. 


thereupon all, but one, elected the former. 


Then Sir Aimond Ludlow, with ſome others, 


out-dwellers, and that one, elected Sir Edmond 
Ludlow ; ſo three choſen by three ſeveral inden- 


tures, and returned. Sir John Davis hath elected 
another place, being. double returned; Mr. Antyl 


ſequeſtered, till farther order raken. The opinion 


. of the committee, that the election of Mr. Antyll 


good, md 8 gow writ in Sir John Davys's room. 
Reſolved, 


— — 


ed. 
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Reſolved : — The election of Mr. Antyll good, 
and a new writ in Sir John Davys's place. 

May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner r from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this borough, that it is the opi- 
nion of the committee, that Edmond Ludlow is 
returned by the proper officer, and ought to fit, un- 
til the merits of the caſe upon the double return be 
determined : whereto ne houſe agreed ; and reſolved 
the ſame. * 

18th. Mr. Turner eee from the ſame com- 
mittee, touching the ſaid return; that, upon the exa- 


mination of the fact, the queſtion being, whether 


the freemen in general ought to elect, or ſuch only 
of them, as pay ſcot and lot of the ſaid borough ? 
the committee were of opinion; that the freemen in 
general ought to elect; and that Sir Thomas Thynn, 
knight, who is returned in one of the indentures, 
together with George Grobham Howe, eſquire, is 
duly elected, and ought to ſit; and that the other in- 
denture, whereby Edmond Ludlow, eſquire, is re- 
turned, together with the ſaid Mr. Grobham Howe, 
be withdrawn: and the houſe reſolved the ſame. 
Jan. 4, 1697. A petition of Reynolds Calthorp, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that a writ being di- 
rected to the bailiff of this borough, to chooſe a 


parliament man for that place; one Sir James 


How pretended to ſtand, and ſpent a great deal of 
money in treats ; but at the time of the election 
ſet up Colonel Lee, whom the ſaid bailiff hath're- 


turned, though the petitioner had the majority of 


legal votes : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion, ths 


Feb. 1. Ordered, that Mr. Calthorp have leave 


to withdraw his ſaid petition. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Robert Hyde and 
George Morley, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 
the petitioners, Sir James How, Reynolds Calthorp, 


eſquire, and others, were candidates, at the election 


of burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough; and the ſaid Sir James How, and Mr. Cal - 
thorp, by ſeveral indirect and unlawful practices, 
at and before the election, procured many voices, 
in prejudice of the petitioners right; who otherwiſe 
would have been choſen, and ought to have been 
returned : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 

privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. No report appears. 

Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Francis Piſtell, Ri- 
chard Strett, and others, inhabitants paying ſcot 
and lot within this borough, was read; ſhewing, 
that at the late election of members to ſerve in par- 
liament for this borough, Sir James How, George 
Morley, and Reynolds Calthorp, eſquires, were 
candidates; and Mr. Morley had a greater majo- 
rity of legal voters than Mr, Calthorp, and ought 
to have been returned; but Cantelo Hughes, the 


bailiff, polled ſeveral for Mr. Calthorp, who had no 


right, and refuſed to poll ſeveral for Mr. Morley, 
who' had a right : that the petitioners refuſed to fign 


hath arbitrarily returned him with Sir James How, 
in violation of the rights and privileges of the pe- 
 titioners : and deſiring &c. | 
| Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and repre the 
matter, with their opinion. fret 
17th. A petition of George Morley, e was 
read; ſhewing, that at the election of burgeſſes to 


ſerve in this preſent parliament for n 
Sir James How, baronet, Reynolds Calthorp, and 


the petitioner, were candidates; where Mr. Cad, 
by ſeveral indirect means, procured ſeveral perſons 


to be polled for him, that had no right in the e. 


lection; and thereby, and by the arbitrary proceed. 
ings of Cantelo Hughes, the bailitf of this 

who refuſed a ſcrutiny of the poll, Mr. Calthorp 
was declared choſen ; though the petitioner had the 
majority of legal votes, and ought to have been 
returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the cotamittee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine 1 report the 
matter, with their opinion. * 

March 23, 1701. Ordered the report upon the 
ſaid petition. be made on Friday. 

27th. - Ordered to be made on Thurſday. 

April 3. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter 


touching the ſaid election, That the candidates, at 


the ſaid election, were, Sir James How, Mr. Cal- 
thorp, and the petitioner; and the election of the 
former was not . vpn che poll 
1 q | | 
For Mr. Calthorp 70, 

Mr. Morley 62. x 
That de petitioner inſiſted that the right of e- 


lection was in the bailiff, burgeſſes, and ſuch inha- 


bitants only, ho paid ſcot and lot. | 
The 'fitting-member, that the right was in the 
4 n and b re- not 8 


* petitioner's mogul inſiſted, the low aid ex- 
clude ſuch from voting in elections, who were not 
contributary to the common un borough : 
and called, 

Edward Lamb: who ſaid, himſelf, his father, and 
grandfather, were born in this borough ; and he had 
heard them ſay, that parliament men were to be 
choſen by ſcot and lot men; but owned, during his 
time, inhabitants at large had voted. one) 

Read three returns—2 and 3 Phil. and Mar. 
1 Eliz.—43 Eliz. which mention, the bailiff and 
burgeſſes had elected. 

For the ſitting - member, it was inſiſted. Tha 


Hindon was a borough by preſcription; and that 


the burgeſſes and inhabitants are ſy nony mous terms; 
and all the inhabitants had a natural right, unleſs 
uſage could be ſhewed to the contrary : and called, 

Garrat : who ſaid, he had known the election for 
this borough forty years; and all inhabitants, who 


did not receive alms, were voters. Whereupon the 


committee reſolved, 
1. That the eee of bento 


in parliament for this borough, is in the bailiff, bur- 


geſſes, and ſuch inhabitants only, who pay ſcot and 
lot. 

The poors rate was/produced, © appeared the pe- 
ticioner had che majority of the voters who paid 
ſcot and lot. 


The ſitting- -inembers counſel inſiſted, that ſeveral 


perſons, who voted for him, had been formerly 


rated, and deſired, ſuch might be allowed; and 


offered to call evidence of this fact. 
the indenture for Mr. Calthorp, but the ſaid bailiff 


But the committee being of opinion, they were 
excluded by the former vote, therefore refuſed to 


bear ſuch evidence; and reſolved, 


2. That Reynolds Calthorp, eſquire, is not dul) 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this Preſent parliament 
Toy this borough. 

3. That George Morley, Ae is duly elected 


a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 
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The firſt reſolution was read twice, and diſagreed 
to by the houſe. The fecond reſolution was alſo 
twice read, diſagreed to, and recommitted. 


- Ordered the matter upon the recommitment be 


heard on this day three weeks. 

- 24th. Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the 
committee of privileges and elections, that they do 
hear and determine the right of election for this 

and how the numbers appear to _ *-: 

25th. Ordered, the faid committee do hear the 

whole matter upon both petitions, touching the e- 

lection for this borough, except touching the right 
of election, which this houſe hath determined. 

May 6. Ordered the report to be made on Satur- 
day next. 

ioth. Ordered to receive the report on Monday 
next. 

12th. Ordered to be made to-morrow morn- 
13th. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter as 
it appeared upon the recommitment, That the 
counſel inſiſted they had a majority of votes upon 
every ſtate of the election, however they alledged 
the right to be in the burgators who hold of Sir 
Matthew Andrews, who holds by a leaſe from the 
biſhop of Wincheſter ; and read ſeveral indentures, 
which gave names of burgators to the electors, viz. 


-origin. 3 Car. 1660. 13 and 29 Car. II. 


For the firting-member, it was inſiſted, that the 
right was in the bailiff, burgeſſes and inhabitants, 
not receiving alms; and alledged, that burgators, 


burgeſſes and inhabitants, of a borough were ſyno- 


nymous terms; and inſiſted on the returns before 


read; viz. 2 and 3 Philip and Mary, 1 and 43 Eliz. 


which were by bailiffs and burgeſſes. 
Beſides theſe returns, ſeveral witneſſes were pro- 


duced on both fides, viz. for the petitioners, 


Field and Gould; who faid, they had heard that 


former elections had been by the burgators ; but 


they could not deny but the practice for their times 
had been, that the inhabitants not ene alms 
had voted: and. 

Garrat, Giles, and Hicks, ſaid (they being called 


by Mr. Calthorp) that they had been acquainted 
with many elections, which were by the inhabitants 


paying ſcot and lot: Whereupon the committee 


reſolved, 


That the right of election of members to Grve 


in parſiament for this Denn: is in the inhabitants "fl 
Ho receiving als. 


Then the petitioner's ent *prochaded os rake 
out a majority, and * to add four to the poll: 


and called 
Piſtell; who fad eins "whe ebe a a ſhop 


in town, and has two or three apprentices and 


journeymen, would have voted for Sir James How, 


and Mr. Morley; but owned he boarded with his 
father, who voted: that Joſeph Lambe, who owns 
two burgages, and doth all duties, but owned he 
was a boarder, would have voted in like manner. 
Piſtell and Gould ſaid, that Powell keeps an 
houſe of entertainment in town ; that his ſon lived 


in part thereof, yet it had been divided three years; 


and there had been two votes for the houſe, before 
he came thither. 

Street ſaid, Gatehouſe would nad holed for Mr. 
Morley ; was a joiner and had lived in an houſe 
by himſelf for a year. 

Then went to take off from Mr. Calthorp's poll. 

Piſtell ſaid, John Hughes lived with his fon, and 
was maintained by him ; that Harbin rents part of 


"an 1 of Andrews, who was refuſed. 


Robert Pittman lives with his father-in-law, as an 
hoſtler. 


That Edwards has had a family in town, for 
ſeven or eight years ; but is commonly abroad, as 
tapſter. 

James Field ſaid, the two Stevens live in one 
houſe, ſo but one vote ought to be allowed; that 
Smith went out of town bycertificate; that Richard 
Stephens lives with his brother, and came down 
juſt at the election; that Shirlock came but two or 
three days before the election, and is not an houſe- 
keeper ; that William Stephens and Roger Water- 
man are in the poors-book, for alms. 

Then they went upon the article of bribery. 

Henry Hill faid, Mr. Burlington, Mr. Hicks, 
and Mr. Stevens, were agents for Mr. Calthorp ; and 
that the ſaid Hill, Richard Hill, William Chive- 
rill, Nicholas Dowly, Benjamin Chelſey, John Wyer, 
James Stevens, Anthony Lambe, Edward Hazard, 
Francis Ranger, and John Chiverell, were aſked to 
vote for Mr. Calthorp, and had twenty ſhillings 
each; but ſeveral of them voted alſo for Mr. 
Morley. 

Sherringham ſaid, he had twenty ſhillings of Mr. 

Burlington; who then deſired him to give Mr. Cal- 
thorp a good word at the croſs, being the place of 
election. 
Sherringham junior, ſaid, Freke and Burlington 
came to him, and told him, Mr. Calthorp ſent him 
twenty ſhillings; and deſired his good word at the 
croſs ; and he voted for him and Mr. Morley. 

Roger Farthing, John Lawrence, and Wolſton 
Hellyar, owned the ſame; as did Keeble; he voted 
for Mr. Calthorp and Mr. Morley, and received 


the like ſum of twenty ſhillings of Mr. Freke; and 


Mr. Burlington aſking him why he did not ſee Mr. 
Calthorp, Keeble told him, he had drawn a hogs- 
head of beer, which Mr. Calthorp promiſed to pay 
for, and had not; whereupon Burlington promiſed 


payment in ſome time, but could not then, for he 


ſaid he had laid out ſeventy pounds. 

Huddon ſaid, he had twenty ſhillings of Mr. 
Calthorp's money. Gould ſaid, Tyley owned the 
ſame: and Field ſaid, Bolls voted for Mr. Calthorp, 
and owned he had twenty ſhillings of Mr. Calthorp's 
money, a little before the election, and five pounds 
before; and was to have forty ſhillings a year, as 
long as he voted for Mr. Calthorp 
Andrews owned, he had twenty ſhillings. 

Richard Street ſaid, Harding voted for Sir James 
How, and Mr. Calthorp, and owned he had twenty 
ſhillings from George Stevens; and Walter Hicks 
was a manager for Mr. Calthorp. 

Wogar ſaid, Burlington made an intereſt for Mr. 


Calthorp, and told him, he had brought ſeventy 


pounds in gold to be diſtributed amongſt Mr. Cal- 
thorp's voters. 

Then, as to the partiality of the bailiff, they 
called Hill, Powell, &c. who ſaid, Mr. Morley 


demanded a ſcrutiny, which the bailiff refuſed; and 


Mr. Calthorp deſired the bailiff to declare for him, 
and pulled him by the arm, and perſuaded him to 
go within from the croſs. 

Francis Piſtoll ſaid, Mr. Calthorp aſked his vote, 
and told him, if he had a place of profit, if it were 


five hundred pounds, more or leſs, he would give it 


the borough. 

Oban ſaid, Mr. Morley was invited by ſeveral 
of the town to be a candidate, and he was ſent to 
him for that purpoſe. 

In anſwer, Mr. Calthorp's counſel called firſt, as 


to thoſe to be added, 


4 D Gilbert; 
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| Gilbert; who ſaid,, Forward. and Lamb lived he was out of the way; and ne eat and ready” a 
| with their fathers, who voted : and Tobias Powell Edwards's and Oban paid for it. 


with his ſon, who voted. 

Stevens ſaid, that Gatchouſe qretended: to live in 
an houſe, a day or two before the election, and 
would have let it a week before the election ; and 
it was not glazed, nor had a bed in it. 

And he ſaid, it was agreed, the right of the 
voters ſhould: be decided, as they came to poll. 

As to the ten they attempted to take from Mr. 
Calthorp's poll, his counſel called, 

Randolph Hews ; who ſaid, John Hughes was 
and had been an houſekeeper for forty years; that 
Harbin is an inhabitant, and exciſeman ; but it 
was owned, Andrews lived in one part of the houſe; 
that Robert Pitman lived in a divided houſe, but 

two had voted for the ſame houſe for ſeveral years. 

Walter Hicks ſaid, that Robert Pitman lived in 
an houſe divided for thirty years; but there have 
been two votes for the houſe always. 

Young ſaid, Edwards had been an houſekeeper 
in Hindon ten years, though he was at Mere as 2 
drawer, at the time of the election; that Francis 
Smill is an huſband-man, and lives in his own 
houſe z that Richard Stevens is a diſtin& family, 
and there uſed to be two votes for the houſe he 
lives in: and the ſame evidence was given by Nor- 
ton; that Shirlock is an inhabitant, and has an 
eſtate in the borough, after the death of his mother : 
and Young ſaid, Sherlock paid him the land-tax 
for this laſt year. 

Then Mr. Calthorp's counſel e to add 

two to their poll, and called, | 

George Stevens and Robert Gerard: who ſaid, 
John Gilbert would have voted for Mr. Calthorp, 
was denied as an inmate z and that he had an apart- 
ment and a family; and has born an office. 

John Young ſaid, that Matt. Lovell would have 
alſo voted ; but was a minor. 

They then excepted to Anthony Purchaſe and 
William Gillam, as having had alms, which ap- 
peared by the overſeer's book. | 

As to the demanding a ſcrutiny, they called Mr. 
Slade and others, who ſaid, that they were preſent 
at the election, and it was agreed that the right of 
the voters ſhould be determined before they were 
wrote down, and it was ſo done: and though they 
were near Mr. Morley, they did not hear him de- 
mand a ſcrutiny, till the bailiff was gone from the 
croſs: and Mr. Hughes ſaid, aid cho,queries, were 
two, were determined as they voted. 

And the petitioner was e with ill — 
and, to prove them, 

John Tyley ſaid, that Samuel Powell did endea- 
vour to get voices for the petitianerz and on the 
election day gave. him a guinea and nineteen ſhil- 
lings, out of which he returned ſix-pence, to vote 
for Mr. Morley, or he ſhould not have voted for 
him; and Mrs. Street, who made voices ſox Mr. 
Morley, offered him a gold ring, which was in 
pawn, if he would ſo vote; an ad liquors and 
did not pay. 

William Wyer ſaid, two days 72 the . 
farmer Harbin and Sangon, aſked his vote for Mr. 
Morley; and told him, if Mr. Morley carried. it, he 
ſhould have forty ſhillings 3 and, if he did not, twenty 
ſhillings ; that after it was over, Sangon gave him 
five ſhillings, and told him, when all was over, he 
ſhould have the remainder , and Sangon told him; if 
he would not go to London, he would give him two 


ſhillings and ſix · pence, 1 


Burket ſaid, that Henry Hill tald her, ſince the 
election, that, though Sir James How, and Mr. 


Calthorp had carried it, he hoped, Mr. Calthorg 


would not continue in the houſe; that he was for 
him who gave moſt money, and Mr. Morley way 
very liberal. 

Giles ſaid, he had forty ſhillings of Samuel Powell 
to vote for Mr. Morley, or would have voted for 
Sir James How, and Mr. Calthorp ; and. that he 
had gooſeberry wine on the election-day, withaur 
paying for it. 

Hughes ſaid, he was preſent, when Harding aſe 
John Becket his vote for Mr. Morley, and promiſed 
him ſorry ſhillings if he carried ity and twenty if 
nor. 

Lawton. owned, he received a guinea, and voted 
for Mr. Morley, or ſhould not ſo have voted; and 
had drank that week before the election, and did 
not pay for it; and on the 13th of April, Mrs, 
Street ſaid, if he would keep counſel, he: might have 
a new coat. 

John Young faid, that James Morley declared, 
that Mr. Morley offered him a treat to be for him, 
or ſhould have been for Mr. . 

Marſham and another ſaid, that offered 
him forty ſhillings, if he would vote for Mr. 
Morley, and Mr. Morley carried it; if not, he 
enn have ementy hilings 3 but had received no 


money. 

The next charge, was treating by the petitioner: 
and called, 

Waterman, Frith, &c. who ſaid, Mr. Morley 
lodged, and kept a table at Mr. Macrow's, and had 
five or ſix. daſhes every day for dinner; and after he 
had dined on Saturday and Sunday before the elec- 
tion, and on the elcftion-day, the voters came 
and eat and drank there; and Frith was a ſervant 
in the houſe. And ſaid, Margaret Waterman was 
a ſervant at the Lamb inn, where Mr. Morley's 
_ ſervants and horſes were; and ſeveral voters came 
and drank. there, and Mr. Morley paid the reckon- 
ing; and about twenty-ſcyen of the voters were 
r 
Robert Edwards ſaid, William Oban ordered 
him to draw beer, to the amount of near three 
pounds, which was drunk by. Mr, Morley 's voters; 
ix of whom he named: but ſaid, he was, not paid; 
and Oban bid him carry half af it ta Mr. Cal- 


rennen 


* * Pitman faid, that Mr. 'Calthorp came to Sa- 
liſbury about a week hefore the election; and Mr. 
Calthorxp and Mr. Burlington being at his houſe, 
Mr. Burlington told Mr. Calthorp, he had given 
money, at which Mr. Calthorp was angry; and Mr. 
Burlington ſaid, he n de mib ee 
direction. 

Mr. Woodford = Mr. Tous gave a account of 
Mr. Calthorp's charitics, at bis .own pony and 
ellen for am rom: pete. ed 

In reply 
Mr. Piſtell ſaid, 'Tyley awned (a be was coming 
to London) be had a coat and moneys. be. wit- 
neſs againſt Mr, Morley. A 

Field ſald, that Tyley owned to him, be had 
2 * nox could be dc him an 

Mrs. Strett ſaid, Ty me to Herrn forty 
dalla of her which he dd rx 0d mw 
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election- day he went to Samuel Powell, who lent it 
him of his own money, and ſhe was a witneſs of it. 
Field and Samuel Powell ſaid, that Wyer de- 
lared, he never.,received a fanbing of money of 
any one to vote for Mr. Morley; but, right or 
wrong, he would do Mr. Morley's buſineſs, be- 
cauſe he endeavoured to take away his vote. 
Gould ſaid, Gyles owned, he never received any 
money of Mr. Morley; and would not ſay it for 
all the world. 

Street. ſaid, Gyles declared, he could not live at 
peace for George Stevens; for he would have him 


1 go and teſtify money, when he had none. 


Field ſaid, he never had any money. 

Upon the whole, the commirtee reſolved, 

That Reynolds Calthorp, eſquire, is not duly 
n parliament 
for this borough. 

That George Morley, eſquire, is not duly ele&- 
ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

The reſolutions concerning the right of election, 
and relating to Mr. Calthorp, were twice read, 
and agreed to. prick, 

The reſolution, touching the election of Mr. 
Morley, was, on the ſecond reading, diſagreed to: 
and the clerk of the Crown ordered to attend, to 
amend the return, by razing out the name of Mr. 
Calthorp, and inſerting Morley's name inſtead thereof. 

Oct. 24, 1702. The houſe being informed, that 
George Morley, eſquire, a member of this houſe, 
hath been guilty of bribery, in relation to his clec- 
tion for this borough men 
houſe, 


' Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Morley do attend in his 
upon Thurſday next. | 

27th. Mr. Morley attended, andthe charge open- 
ed againſt him by r. nn 
ſiſting upon his innocence, 

Ordered, that the matter of che ſaid charge be 
heard on the 26th of November. 

Ordered, that the faid charge be delivered in 
writing, and that Mr. Morley have a copy therevf. 

And Mr. Jervois gave in the ſame ; viz. 

That George Morley, eſquire, and his agents, 
Mr. William Piſtell, Richard Street ſenior, Samuel 
Bracher, John Symſon, bailiff, William Oban, 


Farmer Langar, and John Hudden, did, by bribes, 


and corrupt or illegal practices, procure the ſaid 
Mr. Morley to be returned, in the preſent parlia- 


ment, a burgeſs for. this borough.  - 

Ordered the dad parties be heard by their counſe, 
if they think fit. 

Nov. 4. A petition of Tho, Janes and John An- 
derſon, ig behalf of themſelves, and others, the un- 
bribed burgeſſes of this borough; was read; ſhew- 
ing, that at the late election for a burgeſs to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough, mo 
Killegrew, Thomas Jervois, George Morley, eſ- 
quires, and Sir James How, were candidates : that 
Mr. Morley, and his agents, did, not only by 
bribes, treats, and illegal practices, procure ſeveral 
votes, but did alſo procure the bailiff to be very 
partial at the election, in admitting ſeveral illegal 
voters for the ſaid Morley, and refuſing ſeveral good 


votes for Mr. Jervois and: Mr. Killegrew ; and that, 


although they had- 4 majority, yet the bailiff hath 
returned Mr. Morley: and praying &c. © 


Ordered, that che matter of the ſaid petition be 


heard at the bar of this houſe on the 26th of No- 


vember, e 
pointed to be heard. 


26th, The order of the day being read, for hear- 
ing the matter of the charge of Mr. Jervois againſt 
Mr. Morley, and the petition concerning the elec- 
tion for this borough; 

Ordered it to be heard on the morrow morn- 
ing, and be proceeded on at eleven o'clock. 

27th. The houſe proceeded in the hearing the 
matter of the faid charge, and alſo the ſaid petiti- 
on: and the counſel on both ſides were called in, 
and heard, and divers witneſſes examined on both 
ſides ; and the counſel and witneſſes withdrew : and 
were called i in again, and heard, and — more 
witneſſes; and then withdrew. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion was put, 


That George Morley, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 


geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough : which was diſagreed to, 

Ordered, that leave be given to bring in a bill, 
for the disfranchiſing this borough, from electing 
members to ſerve in parliament; and that Mr. Har- 


. ley, the Lord Mordaunt, and Mr. Scobell, do pre- 


pare, and bring in the bill. 

Dec. 4. Mr. Harley preſented the bill, and it was 
read a firſt time. 

Reſolved, it be read a ſecond time. 

8th, Ordered, that the bill, for disfranchiſing 
this borough, be read a ſecond time on the morrow 
morning. 

gth. Ordered, the ſaid bill be read a ſecond time 
on Friday morning next. 

11th. The ſaid bill was read a ſecond time, and 
committed to a committee of the whole houſe, 

Reſolved, the houſe will, on Tueſday next, re- 
ſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe 
upon the faid bill. 
14th. A petition of ſome of the inhabitants of 
this borough, was read; ſhewing, that the petitio- 
ners are highly ſenſible of the diſgrace they now lie 
under, being juſtly threatned by a vote of this houſe 
to be disfranchiſed; which misfortune hath been ow- 
ing to the corruption and poverty of ſuch as, they 
conceive, have no right of voting, they never pay- 
ing taxes, or to the poors-rates : and praying that 
the ſaid borough may not be disfranchiſed, they 
ſubmitting to ſuch regulations, as ſhall be thoughr 
neceſſary. 

' Ordered, that the conſideration of the ſaid petition 
be referred to the committee of the whole houſe, 
to whom the bill, for disfranchiſing the ſaid bo- 
rough, is committed. - 

' Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid com- 
mittee, that they do provide, that all the freeholders 
of the hundred, within which the ſaid borough is, 
be admitted to vote for the election of burgeſſes to 


ſerve in parliament for this borough. 


17th. Reſolved, this houſe will, upon Wedneſday 
morning next, reſolve itſelf into a committee of the 


whole houſe, upon the bill for disfranchiſing this 


borough. 
23d. Reſolved, this houſe will reſolve itſelf into 
the ſaid committee on this day fortnight. 
Jan. 8. Reſolved, this houſe will reſolve itſelf in- 
to the ſaid committee on Wedneſday morning next. 
13th. Reſolved, the houſe will reſolve itſelf in- 
to the ſaid committee on Tueſday morning next. 
19th. The houſe (according to order) reſolved it- 
ſelf into the faid committee ; and Mr, Speaker 
left the chair.— Mr. Harley took the chair. Mr. 
Speaker reſumed the chair. 
Mr. Harley reported from the ſaid committee, 
That they had gone through the bill, and made ſe- 
veral 
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veral amendments, which they directed him to re- 
port, e to receive the 
ſame. 

Ordered the report be received on Thurſday mom. 
ing next. 

23d. Mr. Harley (acconding to order) reported 


the amendments made by the committee to the bill, 


which they had directed him to report; which he 
read in his place, and afterwards delivered in at 
the clerk's table, where the ſame were read through- 
out; and then a ſecond time, one by one; and, 
upon the queſtion, ſeverally agreed to by the houſe. 

A clauſe was offered' to be added to the bill, 
That all the freeholders, within the hundred of 
Downton, in the county of Wiltſhire, ſhall have a 
right to vote for parliament-men to ſerve for this 
borough, together with the preſent electors: and 
the ſame was read twice, and, upon the queſtion, 
agreed un by the houſe tobe made par of th 


. 
That no perſon, who, by virtue of any burgage or 
frechold lands, has a right to vote for a burgeſs for 


the borough of Downton, ſhall, by virtue of ſuch 


burgage or freehold, be intitled to vote for a bur- 
geſs for Hindon : 


And the ſame was read with blanks, and the 
blanks were filled up; and, upon the queſtion be- 
ing put thereupon, agreed by the houſe to be made 

a part of the bill. 

Ordered, that the bill, with the amendments, be 
engroſſed. 

Feb. 8. An engroſſed bill, for disfranchiſing this 
borough, was read the third time. 

Reſolved, the bill do paſs ; and that the title be, 
An act for preventing bribery and corruption, in 
the election of members to ſerve in parliament for 
POP CI in the county of Wilts. 

that Mr. Harley do carry the bill to 
the Lords, and deſire their concurrence thereunto. 

Mr. Harley carried the bill to the Lords the 
ſame day ; where it dropt. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of Reynolds Calthorp, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that Sir James How, 
baronet, Edmund Lambert, eſquire, and the peti- 
tioner, were candidates, at the laſt election of bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in parliament for this borough : 


that by bribery, and other corrupt practices of Sir 
James How, Mr. Lambert, and their agents, they |. 
had a majority of votes, and are returned; but the 


petitioner had a majority of the fair and unbribed 


votes, and ought to be returned, and fit, 0 rages: 


ſent the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 
| Ordered, that the ſaid petition be heard at the bar 
on ws 27th of January next. But it was not heard 
unti 

Feb. 12. The houſe proceeded to hear the merits 
of the ſaid election, and the counſel on both ſides 
were called in, and the ſaid petition was read; and 
then the counſe] were heard, and: ſeveral witneſſes 
examined on both ſides ; and the counſel and wit- 
neſſes being withdrawn, it was reſolved, 
- That Sir James How, baronet, is not duly elect- 


ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this men 
this borough. 


That Edmund Lambert, eſquire, is duly elected 


a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


That Reynolds Calthorp, eſquire, i is duly elected -to 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


' borough : and the returns ordered to be amenꝗ- 


The Boroughs of HIN DON and HoniToN. 


Dec. 3, 1710. A petition of Reynolds Calthory, Tia f., 
eſquire 3 and alfo, a petition of George Morley, ef. on & 
quire, were read; complaining of an undue elec-the bn. 
tion and return for this borough. Whereupon, ed Jo. 

- Ordered, that Mr. Calthorp and Mr. — 
have leave to withdraw their faid petitions. And 
the houſe being informed from the ſaid Mr. Cal. 
thorp, that he waved his return for this borough , 

Ordered, -that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
on Monday next, with the double return for this bo- 
rough, to amend the ſame, by taking off the inden- 
ture, whereby Mr. Calthorp is returned. 

March 4, 1713. A petition of Edmund Lambert, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, Richard Lockwood, eſquire, Reyn- 
olds Calthorp. Junior, eſquire, Richard Jones, ef. 
quize, and the petitioner, were candidates : that the 
ſaid Richard Lockwood and Reynolds Calthorp, by 
- bribery. and other illegal practices, by themſelves 

and agents, have procured themſelves to be return. 
ed, in wrong of the petitioner, who had-a majority, 
CY WOE INDIES and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be ferred to the committee of 

privileges and elections, to examine the . and 
report the ſame with their opinion. . 
March 26, 1713. A petition of George Wil- 
cocks, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt 
election for the borough of Hindon, in Com” 
Wilts, major-general Wade, Reynold Calthorpe, 
eſquire, and the petitioner, were candidates; that 
James Field, bailiff of the ſaid borough, was very 
partial, on behalf of 'the ſaid major-general Wade 
and Mr. Calthorpe, in refuſing ſeveral perſons to 
poll for the petitioner, who had a right; and ad- 
mitting others to poll for the ſaid major-genera! 
Wade and Mr. Calthorpe, who had no right : be- 
ſides ſeveral other illegal practices were uſed in pro- 
curing the ſaid major- general Wade and Mr. Cal- 
thorpe to be elected for the faid borough, in preju- 
dice to the petitioner, who was duly elected, and 
ought to have been returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
to report the ſame, with their opinion. | 
| 20th. ee leave 2 2 to withdraw the 
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"HONITON. 


Pris denne in tense) uf Deen: It 
returned members to parkament in the 28th 
of Edward I. 4th of Edward II. 12th, 15th, 19th, 
22d, and 26th of Edward III. according to the Brevia br * 
- Parliamentaria Rediviva; but in the R Mr. s 
Prynn takes notice only of the 28th Edw. I. and p. ic! 
4th Ed w. IL It afterward ceaſed until the year 1640, 
when it was reſtored; and from that time to this, it 
has been repreſented. --I ſhall begin my memoirs 
with the manner of its reſtoration, nee 
to ſuch as have happened ſin cee. 

Nov. 26th, 1640. Mr. Maynard repo fied from 
the committee for privileges : I d aper +9 the 
committee, 28th Edw. I. the town of Honiton did 
ſend two burgeſſes to parliament; for it appears by 
a writ at this time, that they ſhould ſend 'rhoſe to 
that parliament, that ſerved the parliament before. 
1 as a concurrent proof, that this 

wn, being ſtill a borough, did pay the charge of 
-towns, tenths and not fiſteenths.Opi- 
wan of the. canine, that this town ought to be 


4 CBERRGCIRESTES: YOoprgEr pg 82 


Upon 


88 


T nnn K 


on 


The Borough of HO N IT ON. 


Upon Mr. Maynard's report, 

Reſolved upon the queſtion, That the town of 
Hunnington in the county of Devon, ſhould be re- 
ſtored to its ancient right and privilege of ſending 
burgeſſes to parliament ; and that a warrant iſſue 
forth under Mr. Speaker's hand, directed to the 
clerk of the Crown, for a new writ accordingly. 

Nov. 1, 1680. A petition of Edmund Walrond, 
eſquire, touching the election for this borough, was 
read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. No report appears. | 

June 15th, 168 5. Mr. Speaker acquainted the 
houſe, that he had received a letter from Sir Tho- 
mas Putt, deſiring that a new writ might iſſue for 
the election of a burgeſs for this borough. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue out his war- 
rant to the clerk of the Crown, to make out a new 
writ, for the election of a burgeſs for this borough 
in the room of the ſaid Sir Thomas Putt, who 


VB. h was * mayor of the ſaid borough at the time of the 
paid election; and was the proper officer to whom the 
pe oalg Precept was directed; and who returned himſelf. 


Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of William Courtney, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, the petitioner was duly 
choſen a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough ; but by treating, bribery, and 

iſes of preferment, and ſeveral other undue 
practices, uſed by Sir Walter Yonge and his agents, 
he, the ſaid Sir Walter Yonge, is returned, in pre- 
judice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 


and report the matter to the houſe, 1 


nion. 

May 24th, 1701. Ordered the report be received 
on Wedneſday morning. 

28th. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter 
upon the ſaid election as follows; That the right 
of election was agreed to be in the pot · wallers not 
receiving alms. 

The poll was For the petitioner, 18, 

| For Sir Walter Yonge, 191. 

For the petitioner it was inſiſted, that Sir Walter 
Yonge, by ſeveral practices, was rendered incapable 
of ſitting upon the eletion. And called 

George Blagdon, the portreve; who delivered in 
the poll; and faid, Mr. Ravenhill did take a poll, 
as he ſuppoſed for Sir Walter Yonge ; and that Mr. 
Ravenhill, Mr. Walters, Mr. Saunders, and others, 
in Sir Walter Yonge's intereſt, went from houſe to 
houſe ; but for what purpoſe could not ſay. — But 
ſaid, Sir Walter Yonge had ſerved for this borough 
during his memory ; and two or three times without 
oppoſition. 

Dr. James Orchard, an inhabitant of this bo- 
rough, ſaid, that Knight and Clark, two voters, kept 
alehouſes oppoſite to him; and fix or ſeven days 
before the election, he ſaw Abraham Thomas, and 
W. Abbot give money to the ſaid Knight and Clark, 
to be laid out in drink for Sir Walter Yonge's vo- 
ters; ſeveral of whom (and alſo thoſe for Mr. San- 
ford) appeared drunk in the ſtreet ; and he heard 
them ſay, they paid nothing for it. He ſaid, that 
Knight and Clark went from houſe to houſe ; but 
did not hear them aſk votes: nor doth he know 
they were related to Sir Walter Yonge. 
| Serle ſaid, that, two or three days before the 
election, Ravenhill came to him and ſaid, he ad- 
mired how he could be againſt his intereſt and not 
vote for Sir Walter Yonge ; and that there was a 


place in the Cuſtom- houſe which his brother might 
have had, if it were not for him; and he ſhould 
have a place of 80 l. per annum: and he ſaid, there 


was great drinking, and 14 or 16 houſes for enter- 


taining Sir Walter Yonge's voters; and they ſaid, 
Mr. Ravenhill and Mr. Glanvill would ſee them 
Paid : that he voted for Sir William Drake and Mr. 
Sandford. 

Hunter ſaid, he kept a public houſe ; and Raven- 
hill and Glanvill came to him a week before the 
election; and he received 8 & of one, and 7s. of 
the other, for drink for Sir Walter Yonge's vo- 
ters; ſeveral of whom carried it home to their 
houſes. 

That the names of ſeveral, who were to drink 
of the 8 s. were ſet down on a paper and left with 
him; and Captain Chaplin, and others, told him, 
if he would be for Sir Walter Yonge, they would 
bring thirty men to dine at his houſe, He ſaid, 
Mr. Glanvill was a laceman in London, and came 
thither ten days before the election. 

Barron ſaid, he voted for Sir Walter Yonge, and 
had 6s. to draw ſix dozen of beer to ſix of his 
neighbours; and Mr. Saunders. and Mr. Ravenhill 
were by; and the names of the men were wrote 
down; five of whom voted for Sir William Drake 
and Sir Walter Yonge, and one for Mr. Sandford; 
and next day Abbot and Thomas faid, they came 
from Mr. Glanvill, and delivered him 3s. to draw 
out in beer to ſix men, and 6 d. for himſelf; and 
they had twelve-pence each in money; and the day 
before the election he had 7 s. more for drink of 


Abbot and Thomas; who alſo the ſame day, ordered 


him to provide meat ſor ſix men; and had in all 


between 30 and 40s; that there were a great com- 


pany the day before, and on the election- day, at 


Lockyer's, who voted for Sir Walter Yonge and 


Sir William Drake; but could not tell who paid 


for it; that he believed there were twenty houſes 


who drew drink, and entertained Sir Walter 
Yonge's voters; and he believed there might be in 
all, 2001. ſpent ; but did not know who employed 
thoſe who went about; but Glanvill, Thomas, 
and Abbot, ſaid, it was their own money they ex- 
pended. 

Mr. Wendover ſaid, Thomas aſked his vote for 
Sir Walter Yonge, and gave him 1 s. and ſaid, Mr. 
Glanville ſent it him. He ſaid the ſame as Barron, 
as to the eating and drinking at Lockyer's on the 
election- day, and at other times, and places; and 
believed there were 2 or 3001. ſpent; and Ceſs, Sir 
Walter Yonge's ſervant, told him on the election- 
day, let it coſt what it would, Sir Walter Yonge 
would not loſe the election: that Shackley told 
him, the Saturday before the election, he had laid 
out 8 or 91. that day; and it had coſt him 40 J. 
and would ſpend 1001]. rather than Sir Walter 
Yonge ſhould loſe it: and one Tucker being aſk- 
ed, what he had got? he anſwered, fix Chancery 
ſuits : that Pulman, a ſervant of Sir Walter Yonge, 
ſaid, he was weary of drinking; but could not ſay, 
Pulman or Ceſs paid any money: and the rec!:09- 
ing was placed to Mr. Glanvill's account. 

Blackmore ſaid, Mr. Saunders and Mr. Clark 
gave Martin 18. and bid him take it to his wife; 
and would have had him take 1s. and told him 
they had put his name on the roll; and he, Black- 
more, refuſing to vote for Sir Walter Yonge, 
Clark ſaid, he ſhould get nothing by it; and Wen- 
dover and Blackmore ſaid, about fifty horſe came 
to Honiton the night before the election, ſeveral ot 
whom were officers in the militia, 
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Ar Chard ſaid, Mr. Ravenhill, Mr. Glanville, 
and Mr. Martin, came to his houſe the New-years 

day at night; and Ravenhill left him 5s. to 2 
drunk by Sir Walter's voters; and wrote their 
names in chalk on the table; and ſome had 


money, and e drink : and Serle, who belongs 
to the cuſtomh if at Dartmouth, and whoſe wife 
keeps a public houſe at Honiton, came and voted 
for Sir Walter Yonge, and ſaid, it was becauſe Sir 
Walter had got him a place: that ſeveral of Sir 
Walter's voters drank at Serle's, but cannot. Jay, 
who paid for it, 

The counſel for Sir Walter Yonge ſaid, Sir Wal- 
ter had ſerved in ſeven parliaments for this borough, 
(and had an undoubted intexeſt there) and moſtly 
choſe without oppoſition z chat a little after Sir 
Walter came, the taps were opened by Mr. Sand- 
ford; that Mr. Glanvill came accidentaliy from 
London, being a laceman, upon his own occaſions; 
and what money was ſpent, was out of impru- 
dent zeal, and was in reſpect of the ſervices done 
the town by their old burgeſſes, with relation to the 
lace- act: and called 

Mr. Saunders; who ſaid, about ten days before 
the election, 140, or 150 voters met Sir Walter 
Yonge out of town; and after it was ſaid he would 
be oppoſed, he, Saunders, went about the town to 
know, who would vote for Sir Walter; and he 
made a liſt of nine ſcore : and the morning the vo- 
ters met at the election on the Corn-hill ; and it 
ſnowing, they went into houſes, and he went into 
Lockyer's; but neither eat nor drank there. 

Water ſaid, he, and others, went about the town 
before the election, to enquire, who would vote far 
Sir Walter? and in the lower part of the town, 60 
declared for Sir Walter Yonge. 

Aſhton ſaid, Mr. Courtney aſked his yote for 
Mr. Sandford ; and he refuſing, Mr. Courtney was 
in great paſſion, and threatened to complain to his 
father. 
| Matthews ſaid, he was raiſed in the 0 
ſtanding 4 d. per week, for voting for Sir Walter 


Yonge, and loſt ſeveral perſons cuſtom for it; that 


ſeveral of Mr. Courtney's voters cat and drank at 


Elmes' to the amount of 3o1. as he believed; and 


afterwards told Elmes fo; who faid, he gave it free- 
ly, and Elmes was the principal man for Mr. Court- 
ney. 

Crout ſaid, Scourſe, who belonged to major 
Drew, a juſtice of peace, gave him a pint of wine 
the night before the election; and told him, if he 
did not vote for Mr. Sandford, it would diſoblige 
his maſter z and if he came before him, there ſhould 
be no juſtice : and Wendover, about a fortnight af- 
ter the election declared, he could witneſs nothing 
againſt Sir Walter; and no. man was ſworn before 
n and it was no more chan telling a 

- 

Viney ſaid, major Drew's Clerk aſked, if he had 
money to vote for Sir Walter; and though he had 
none, yet the clerk would have. had him to fign a 
paper owning he had. 

Martin, a ſadler, ſaid, Sir John Pole and others 
aſked his vote, which he not complying with, they 
paid him off, and he loſt their cuſtom. 

Lowman ſaid, major Drew ſent for him, and 
aſked, if he had any money for voting for Sir 
Walter Yonge, and he ſaid, he had not; however, 
the mayor's clerk would have had bim ſigned a paper 
that he had 2 . 

It appeared, that the petitioner never tnkied 
himſelf a candidate before the elestion. | 


Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Sir Walter Yonge, baronet, is duly elected 
a burg, to ſerve in this preſent parliament far 
this borqugh : which being read twice, vas agreed 
to by the houſe. 

Dec. 2, 1710. A petition of James 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late eleftian 
of burgeſſes for this barough, Sir William Drake, 
baronec, the petitioner, and Sir Walter Yonge, ba. 
ronet, were candidates; and divers illegal practices 
were uſed by Sir Walter and his agents, fo procure 
votes againſt the petitioner: and the portreve polled 
divers illegal votes for Sir Walter, and refuſed di- 
vers legal votes for che petitioner; and, yet he and 
Sir Wallam Drake had the majority of Sir Waker 
Vonge, an chey only ought to have ben returned; 
but the porgreye bath made à double return of the 
petitioner ond Sir Walter Yonge, with Sir Wil- 
liam Drake, to the 1 prepudice : and 
Pray ing & c. 

A petition of the potwallers, inhabitants of che 
ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, that the right 
of clefting members to ſerve in parhament for this 
borgugh, hath ever been in all the houtholders in- 
habiting within the faid - borough, not receiving 
alms, who are commonly called porwallers : that at 
the leſt election to parliament, - the portreve polled 
all ſuch-potwallers, without making any diſtinction 
in the poll book, ho paid ſcot and lot, and who not: 
nor was any objection then made to the potwallers 
right ; and many of them voted for James 
eſquire, (one of the candidates) who declared, they 
had as good votes as any: and by ſuch electors, 
Sir William Drake and Sir Walter Yonge were choſen 
by a great majority, but the portreve (contrary to 
all returns before made) hath returned Sir William 
Drake and Mr, Sheppard, as choſen by thoſe pay- 
ing ſcot and lot; and Sir William Drake and Sir 
Walter Yonge, as choſen by the populace ; thereby 
endeayouring to ſubvert the antient and uninterrupt- 
ed rights of the ſaid borough, and many of the po- 
titioners; and thereby debarring Sir Walter Yonge 
o_ ſitting in the houſe: and praying &c. 

A petition of fir: Waker: Yonge, :baronct, Was 
read: ſhewing, that at the laſt election of burgeſſes 
for this borough, the- petitioner and Sir William 
Drake, were choſen by an undoubted majority of le- 
gal voters, to trepreſent them in parliament, and 
ought to have been returned; but John Walker, the 
portreve, bath been prevailed upon to make a double 
return of the petitioner and James Sheppard, eſ- 
quire, with Sir William Drake, by which means, 
the petitioner is hindered from doing his duty in the 
houſe : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 


T a2. 


„ St Ordered, that it be reported on Saturday 
next. 

Feb. 3. Mr. Freeman reported the matter of the 
ſaid election and returns. That the committee have 


inſpected the record of the returns, and examined 


the matter of the election. | 
| If the right of election be, in the inhabitants, 
houſholders. paying ſcat and log, Nr. Sheppard is 
returned, duly elected. 
If the tight of election be, ap mell in the popu- 
lace, as in the inhabitants, paying ſcot and lor, on- 
ly, Sir Walker Yonge is returned, duly elected. 
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To prove the right in thoſe paying ſoot and lot, 
only, were called Mr. Putt, Moſes Abbot, and 
three others; who ſaid, they had known the bo- 
rough 30, 40, and go years: that at an election 40 

ſince, the potwallers were refuſed, and none 
but ſcot and lot voted then: that, at all elections 
ſince, the potwallers have claimed a right to vote, 
and at an election in 1679, upon a report being 
ſpread that they would be refuſed, they pulled 
down the place, built to take the poll in, and the 
balcony of the houſe the poll was adjourned to: 
that, ſince that time, they have been admitted for 
peace fake ; but the returns were made by the ſcot 
and lot men only: that they have been told by ſe- 
yeral antient men of the borough, who are now 


34 
dead, that the right of election was in the ſcot and 


lot men only; and they take it to be ſo: that there 
are three or four potwallers in an houſe. 
Walters and Hughs ſaid, they had heard Sir Wal- 
ter Yonge ſay, he thought the right was in the ſcot 
and lot men; and that, in caſe of a conteſt, he 
ſhould think himſelf ſafe, if he had a majority of 
them: that, on this election, both ſides ſolicited the 
potwallers, and they polled for both ſides, without 
exception ; but Mr, Sheppard excepted to them at 
the ſcrutiny : that ſince 1660, all, who did not re- 
ceive alms, were always polled ; and the majority 
of both have been of the ſame fide, as far as the 
polls can be found. 

Matthews ſaid, at this election, Sir Walter deſired 
Mr. Sheppard to agree, who had the right of vot- 
ing; but he refuſed, and ſaid, ſuch agreement could 
not determine the right ; and upon the ſcrutiny ex- 
cepted againſt the potwallers. 

Humfry ſaid, three months before the election, 
Mr. Sheppard directed him to copy the poor rates for 
this year; and marked the ſcot and lot men living 
in the borough. 

To prove the right in the potwallers, the returns 
of 1661, 1679, 1680, 1688, and 1705, were read: 
and Mr. Bere, Aſh, and ſeveral others, ſaid, ſeveral 
of thoſe, who ſigned the returns, were potwallers : 
that the potwallers voted in 1661, and in all elec- 
tions ſince ; and were not excepted to, if they did 
not receive alms; and they did watch and ward, and 
ſerve the town - offices. 

Mr. Cholwich ſaid, at this election, Mr. Shep- 
pard affirmed, his coachman had as good à right to 
vote as any, and did vote as a potwaller ; and in- 
ſifted on the potwallers right; nor did he except a- 
gainſt them upon the poll: and when he demanded 
the ſcrutiny, he ſaid, it was only to ſee if any of 
them had alms, 

The Journal of 1701 was read; whereby it ap- 
pears, it was agreed that the potwallers had right to 
vote. 

The committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of election of members, to 


ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in the in- 


habitants of the ſaid borough paying ſcot and lot, 
and in the potwallers, not recciving alms. 

Mr. Sheppard's counſel then admitted a majority 
for Sir Walter Yonge, if the potwallers had right 
to vote : whereupon the committee reſolved, 

2. That Sir Walter Yonge, baronet, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

The firſt reſolution being read a ſecond time, an 
amendment was propoſed to be made therein ; viz. 
to leave out the words, and in the potwallers 
not receiving alms ;” which was agreed to. Then 
another amendment was propoſed, to add the words 


* only” : which was alſo agreed to. | 

Reſolved, the houſe do agree with the commit- 
tee in the faid reſolution ſo amended : 

That the right of electing members, to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is in the inhabitants 
of the ſaid borough paying ſcot and lot, only. 

The ſecond reſolution, upon the ſecond reading, 
was recommitted, as to the matter of the poll. 

15th. Ordered, that the report be made on Sa- 
turday next. 

157th. Mr. Freeman reported, from the commit- 
tee, the matter upon the ſaid recommitment ; That 
the poll of the inhabitants, paying ſcot and lot, 
was, for Mr. Sheppard 43, for Sir Walter Yonge 


That Sir Walter Yonge's counſel excepted to 14 
of Mr. Sheppard's voters; viz. Robert Collins, 
George Aſh, Henry Tooſe, John Smith, Henry 
Hue, William Viney, Samuel Clap, William Ri- 
chards, Samuel Whitemore, Joſeph Tooſe, Edward 
Saunders junior, Thomas Searl, Bickerſtaff Willi- 
ams, and Philip Prince. 

To juſtify thefe, Mr. Sheppard's counſel called 

Matthews and Clap; who ſaid, the premiſes Col- 
lins and Aſh voted for, are an undivided eſtate, be- 
tween Collins, his brother, and two ſiſters : that 
Collins* brother ſold his ſhare (which is the greateſt 
part) to one Salter : that Salter's name is only in 
the rate; but Collins and Aſh pay ſcot and lot for 
their parts. 

Hughs and Matthews ſaid, that Tooſe lives in 
an houſe worth 8 1. per annum; pays three pounds a 
year to the poor; pays {cot and lot; and is rated 
in the book an occupier of Darke's, the former 
owner, | 

Clap ſaid, Smith paid ſcot and lot for an eſtate 
he has in the borough, which 1s rated with another 
he has out of the borough in the pariſh :—that 
Henry Hue voted for an houſe he owns, and pays 
ſcot and lot for it : the houſe is mortgaged, but in 
Hue's poſſeſſion :—that Viney and Clap pay ſcot 
and lot, in the borough, for lands they purchaſed: 
the names of the former owners are in the rates, 
and they rated as occupiers :—-that Richards and 
Whitmore pay ſcot and lot for lands in the pariſh 
out of the borough: - that Joſeph Tooſe, and Ed- 
ward Saunders junior, pay ſcot and lot: the eſtates 
are their own, but they are rated as occupiers in 
the former owners names: —that Serle and Williams 
pay ſcot and lot: that Prince pays ſcot and lot for 
lands; part of which are in the borough, and part 
in the pariſh. 

That there is but one rate for the pariſh, and the 
borough. 

To add one to Mr. Sheppard's poll, 

Clapp ſaid, William Bovett is an inhabitant, pays 
ſcot and lot, and offered his vote for Mr. Sheppard ; 
but was rejected, becauſe he had been abſent three 
or four months, though his family were in the town 
all the time. 

To diſqualify four of Sir Walter Vonge's voters; 
viz. Brown, J. Clap, Blackaller, and Ravenhill, 

Humfry and Matthews ſaid, Brown received a 
charity of 6 d. a quarter: that Clap owned, he did 
not pay ſcot and lot at the time of the election, 
nor for a year and an half before : that Blackaller 
is only a boarder; and Ravenhill ſold his goods at 
Michaelmas, and was not an houſckceper at the 
election. 

For Sir Walter Yonge. To diſqualify the 
voters of Mr. Sheppard excepted to, were called 
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Samuel Aſh, and Francis Aſh ; who ſaid, Sa- 
muel Aſh has collected the poors-rates eight years, 
was overſeer the laſt year, and never knew Collins 


pay :—that Henry Tooſe is not in the rate; and 


they never knew him pay :—that Smith, Clap, 
Whitemore, and Richards, pay for eſtates not in the 
borough :—that the others are not in the rate; viz. 
Hue Viney, George Aſh, Saunders, and Williams. 

That Joſeph Tooſe never paid to the highways : 
that Serle's taxes are paid by his landlord : that 
Bovet is not an inhabitant, lives out of town, and 
was a beggar at the election. 

As to the votes excepted to, Samuel Aſh ſaid, 
the ſixpence per quarter, is not paid Brown as cha- 
rity, but as a door-keeper : that Clap, Blackaller, 
and Ravenhill, always paid ſcot and lot, and are 
rated. 

Then to add fix to Sir Walter Yonge's poll, they 
called | 

Francis Aſh; who ſaid, that Skinner, Stocker, 


of all who were not upon the rate, though ſubſtan 


tial inhabitants, paying ſcot and lot: and Praying - 


&c. Alſo, | | 
A petition of Samuel Skinner, William Wi. 
diver, and Henry Clark, inhabitants, ſubject to pay 
- ſcot and lot within this borough, was read; ſhey. 
ing, that the right of election is in the inhabitane; 
paying ſcot and lot: that at the election for the ſaid 
borough, Sir William Courtney, Sir William Pole, 
Sir William Drake, baronets, and James Sheppard, 
eſquire, were candidates: that Sir William Drake, 
and Mr. Sheppard, in order ta be elected, by undue 
means, got a poors-rate made for the ſaid 
whereon the petitioners, and other inhabitants, pay. 
ing ſcot and lot, were not rated or named, al 
an order, from the general quarter-ſeſſions, was ob. 
tained for that purpoſe, and purſuant to that order 
required the ſame of the overſeer : that Richard Gill, 
who had the was not lawful portreve, nor 
did he proceed legally thereon ; but called over 


Newton, Abbot, Far, and Pippett, tendered their the poors-rate, which was ſet with a majority for 


votes, pay ſcot and lot; and three of them for 
lands in the pariſh, out of the borough. | 

To anſwer this, Samuel Clapp ſaid, he never heard 
they paid ſcot and lot: that Skinner's and New- 
ton's eſtates are under 40 ſhillings yearly, and not 
rateable : that the mortgage of Far's..... is in 
poſſeſſion. 

That Peppitt lives a mile out of town, is rated 
in the pariſh, but not in the borough. | 

Humfrys ſaid, three of the ſix are put down in 
the rate-book, not to pay : that he made a copy 
of the rate this year, as ſigned by the juſtices : 
that Stocker was then excuſed, and marked, not to 
pay; but the excuſe is ſince ſtruck out, and he is 

in the rate. 

Aſh ſaid, this alteration was made with the pri- 
vity oz the juſtices, who ſigned the rate. 

That, upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That James Sheppard, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : whereto, upon its being twice read, the 
houſe agreed ; and ordered Sir Walter Yonge's re- 
turn to be taken off the file. 

March 4, 1713. A petition of Sir William Cour- 
tenay and Sir William Pole, baronets, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioners, Sir William Drake, 
and James Sheppard, eſquire, were candidates for 
this borough : that John Shaplegh, eſquire, high- 
ſheriff of the county, ſent his precept to Richard 
Gill, who was not lawful portreve of the ſaid bo- 
rough, nor did act as ſuch ; George Blagdon, gen- 
tleman, being lawful portreve : that the ſaid Ri- 
chard Gill proceeded to an election; when Sir Wil- 
liam Drake, and Mr. Sheppard, by threats, bri- 
bery, &c. prevailed upon ſeveral of the electors to 
vote for them ; and Mr. Gill polled for them divers 
paupers, and others, who had no right to vote; 
and rejected many, who had a right, and did vote 
for the ſaid petitioners; ſo the ſaid petitioners had 
a majority : that the ſaid Mr. Gill returned the ſaid 
Sir William Drake and Mr. Sheppard; and the ſaid 
Mr. Blagdon returned the petitioners, to the ſhe- 
riff; who hath not returned the petitioners, but 
the ſaid Sir William Drake and Mr. Sheppard: and 
that Sir William Drake and Mr. Sheppard, by un- 
due practices, did procure a poors-rate to be ſet 
for the ſaid borough; and, by the means a- 
foreſaid, ſeveral therein were prevailed upon to 
'vote for them; and a great number unduly left 
out, who would have voted for the petitioners : 
and, at the ſaid election, Mr. Gill refuſed the votes 


Sir William Drake, and Mr. Sheppard; and refuſed 
to poll the petitioners, or any not on the rates; and 
thereupon returned Sir William Drake, and Mr. 
Sheppard; in wrong of the petitioners, who are like 
to be deprived of the choice of their repreſentatives: 
and praying &c. | 
. Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. ar 
March 29, 1715. A petition of James Shep 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner, with 
Sir William Drake, Sir William Courtenay, baronet, 
and William Young, eſquire, were candidates at 
the laſt election for this borough: That the ſaid peti- 
tioner was duly elected, by a majority of legal voters; 
and that he, with Sir William Drake, ought to have 
been returned ; but George Blagdon, to whom the 
precept was directed, and who executed the ſame 


as portreve ; but he by illegal practices, hath taken ge 


upon him to return the ſaid Sir William Courtnay, 
and Mr. Young, in prejudice of the petitioner: and 
praying &c. 

A petition of Sir William Drake, knight and 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that Sir William 
Courtnay, baronet, the petitioner, and William 
Lounge and James Sheppard, eſquires, were candi- 
dates at the laſt election for this borough, That the 
petitioner, together with the ſaid James Sheppard, 
eſquire, had likewiſe a majority, and ought to have 
been returned; but George Blagdon, gentleman, 
portreve, did, by illegal practices, take upon him 
to return the ſaid Sir William Courtnay, 'and Mr. 
Young, in prejudice of the petitioner : and pray- 
ing &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

May 3. The houſe being acquainted that Sir 
William Courtenay, and William Yonge, eſquire, 

ſitting· members for this borough, did, on the 29th 
day-of March laſt, purſuant to the reſolution of the 
' houſe of the 23d of the ſame month, leave with the 
clerk of the houſe, .their demand of the qualifica- 
tion of James Sheppard, eſquire; who petitioned, 
complaining of an undue election and return for this 
borough ; and that he had not delivered in to the 
clerk any paper of his qualification. | 

The demand of the ſaid qualification was read 
and the clerk being called upon, acquainted the 
houſe, he had not received any paper of Mr. Shep- 
pard's qualification, 


Ordered, 
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Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 
tion of — ſaid James Sheppard, eſquire, he having 


eden to comply with the ſaid reſolution, in not 
delivering in his qualification within fifteen days 


aſter the demand thereof. 


liberty to withdraw his ſaid petition. 
Feb. 23, 1716, A petition of John Elwill, eſ- 


quire, was read; ſhewing, that at = for 


this borough, in the room of SirWil. Courtney, bart. 
who being likewiſe choſen a knight of the ſhire for 
the ſaid county, made his election to ſerve for the 
county, the petitioner, and Sir William Pole, ba- 
ronet, were candidates; that by ſeveral corrupt and 
indirect practices, made uſe of on behalf of the ſaid 
Sir William Pole, and in particular by William 
Gill, portreve of the ſaid borough, by admitting 
perſons to vote who had no right, and refuſing o- 
thers who had a right, and who would have voted 
for the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ** with their opi- 
nion. 

Mar. 23. Ordered leave be given to withdraw 

OR. 19, 1722. A petition of James Sheppard, 
elqvice, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members to ſerve in -parliament for this borough, 
Sir William Pole, baronet, William Yonge, eſ- 
quire, and the petitioner, were candidates that 
George Blagdon, portreve of the ſaid borough, to 


ſurpriſe the petitioner, and to favour the other can- 


didates, proceeded to the ſaid election without giving 
notice as required by law; and he did admit divers 
perſons to vote for the ſaid Mr. Yonge, who had 
no right, and refuſed: to take the votes of diyers 
perſons who offered to vote for the petitioner, and 
had, a right to vote; and the ſaid Mr. Yonge was 
guilty of illegal practices, and hath procured him- 
ſelf to be returned for the ſaid borough, in wrong 
to the petitioner : and praying &c. 

A petition of James Sheppard, was read ſhew- 
ing, that at the election of menibers to ul in 
parliament for this borough, Sir William Pole, ba- 
ronet, William Longe, eſquire, and the petitioner, 


were candidates; that George Blagdon, portreve, of 


the ſaid borough, to ſurpriſe the petitioner and fa- 
your the other candidates, proceeded to the ſaid e- 
lection without giving notice thereof, according to 
law; and he did, at the ſaid election, admit divers 
perſons to vote for the ſaid Sir William Pole, who 
had. no right, and refuſed to take the votes of di- 
vers perſons who offered to poll for the petitioner, 
and had a right to vote; that the ſaid Sir William 
Pole was guilty of illegal practices, and hath pro- 
cured himſelf to be returned, in wrong to the peti- 
tioner: and praying &c. 
And it appearing one of the petitions was againſt 
one of the ſitting-members ; and that the other pe- 
tition was againſt the other ſitting-member; and that 
both of the ſaid petitions were delivered to the clerk 
at the ſame time; 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petitions be rejected. 

April 2, 1724. Ordered a warrant ſor a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of William Yonge, eſquire, made a commiſſioner 
of the Treaſury. 

Nov. 23. A petition of ſeveral of the in- 
habitants, houſckeepers within this borough, not 


paying ſcot and lot, in behalf of themſelves and 


clections be diſcharged from proceeding on the peti- 


Dr n 


many others, was read; ſhewing, that the petitio- 
ners have an undoubted right to vote for members 


of parliament for the ſaid borough; and have con- 


ſtantly enjoyed the ſame ever ſince the reſtoring the 
ſaid borough, which is upwards of eighty years 


| ſince, without the leaſt oppoſition, till 1711, when 
Feb. a0. Ordered Sir William Drake to be at 


the houſe did determine the right of election to be 
in the inhabitants of the ſaid borough, peving ſcot 
and lot only: that at the ſeveral elections ſince the 
ſaid reſolution, the return hath been made accord- 
ing to the majority of the payers of ſcot and lot 
only, though the petitioners fade a conſtant” de- 
mand of their right, and have deſired to ſign the 
returns ; which the returning-officers have refuſed, 

alledging it was contrary to the laſt reſolution : that 
at the late election on the 10th inſtant, the petitio- 
ners would have voted for the preſent ſitting- 
member, the honourable William Yonge, efquire, 
had there been any poll; and did defire to ſign the re- 
turn, but were refuſed as formerly: and paying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. 

Dec. 16. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday 
morning next. 

18th. Mr. Gybbon reported, according to order, 
the matter upon the ſaid petition. 

That the ſaid committee have examined the mat-. 
ter of the petition z and alſo heard counſel for and 
againſt the ſame, on behalf of the inhabitants of 
the ſaid borough, paying ſcot and lo. 

It was agreed on both ſides, this was a borvigh 
by preſcription, and has, time out of mind, ent 
members to parliament. 

The petitioners counſel inf fied that all the inda- 
ditants, potwallers; that is, every inhabitant in the 
borough who had a family, and boiled a pot _ 
had a right of voting in elections to parliament; -: 

This was denied by the counſel for the other fide; 
who inſiſted, 'that thoſe only had a right to vote 


who paid ſcot and lot within the borough. . 


To prove that potwallers have a right. of vot- 
ing. the petitioners counſel called 

Mr. William Gill and Mr. Hare, who hack pay 
ſeot and lot: the firſt ſpoke for twenty-four years, 
the other for forty; during which time, they ſaid, that 
at all elections they were conſtantly admitted to vote 
untill 1711, and they were not objected to neither 
on the poll, nor on the ſcrutiny, if they did not re- 
ceive alms; and that it had been always underſtood 
in the borough, that the potwallers had a right to 
vote equal with the reſt of the inhabitants, whether 
they paid or did not pay ſcot and lot, and uſed to 
fign the returns; and particularly as to the return 
in 1705, that ſeveral of thoſe-who ſigned that re- 
turn, did not then pay ſcot and lot. 

That at all elections ſince 1711, the potwallers 
attended, and demanded their right to vote and ſign 
the returns. 

Sir Walter Yonge, 3 who has weck in 
many parliaments for this borough, ſaid that tlie 
potwallers were always allowed to be good voters 
on all ſides, in all elections; and were never objected 
to on any ſide; nor were they objected to in the coun- 
try, either on the poll or on the ſcrutiny in1711; but 
were by every body admitted to be as good votes 
as any, if they did not receive alms. 

The Journal of the 28th of May 1701, was peo⸗ 
duced and read, when it was agreed in the then 
controverted election between William Courtney, 
eſquire, and Sir Walter Longe; that the right 
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of election was in the potwallers not receiving alms : 

Againft which the Journal of the 3d of February, 
1710, was produced, when upon the double return, 
and the petitions of James Sheppard, eſquire, and 
Sir Walter Yonge, and the potwallers, complaining 
of that return; in which election Mr. Sheppard had 
the majority of the ſcot and lot men, and Sir Walter 
Yonge had the majority of the populace ; the houſe 
differing from the opinion of the committee, as to the 
potwallers voting, determined the right of election 
to be in the 2 paying ſcot and lot only: 

Upon which laſt ination, and the evidence 
then given, the counſel for the inhabitants paying 
ſcot and lot did now rely; and did not think it 
neceſſary to produce any other evidence to ſupport 
the reſolution. | 

The committee reſolved, 

That the right of eleftion of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the inhabitants, 
houſekeepers, within the ſaid borough, commonly 
called potwallers, not receiving alms ; to which the 
houſe agreed. ; 


HORSHAM. 


THIS borough is ſituate in the county of 
Suſſex, and has been ſummoned to ſend bur- 
geſſes to parliament from the 28th of Edward the firſt. 
Mr. Bohun writes The borough of Horſham 
is held of the Duke of Norfolk as lord theteof. The 
houſe or land that pays twelve-pence a to the 
Duke, is called a whole burgeſship ; but theſe tenan- 
cies have been ſplitted into ſuch ſmall parts, that 
he who has only ſo much land, or part of a houſe, 
as pays two-pence a year, is now by cuſtom entitled 
to vote for members to ſerve in parliament. But ir 
is the tenant of the freehold, though not reſident 
in the place; or occupier of the houſe or land, that 
has the right to vote. es 
Note. Two bailiffs are choſen annually at Mi- 
chaelmas in the court-leet, held by the Duke's 
ſteward there, and they are the principal officers 
that return the members to ſerve in parliament ; and 
all alienations, or alternations of tenure, mult be pre- 
ſented at the ſaid court · leet; for tho* at other 
places in that county, as at Midhurſt (held of the 


Viſcount Montague) and Eaſt Grinſtead (held of 


the Lord Dorſet) they are admitted to vote from 
their deeds and evidences they produce at the elec- 
tion ; yet here none are admitted to poll but thoſe 
whoſe right to be a burgeſs is found by the homage ; 
nor will they admit tenants, pur auter vie, to be free- 
holders, or to have a vote in electing members to 
parliament for the ſaid borough.” The memoirs I 
have met with in the Journal, relating to its elec- 
tions, are theſe. | GU | 

Feb. , 1588. Ordered a new writ be iſſued for 
electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of 
Mr. Nicholas Hare, who being ſick, deſired to be 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of Henry Cowper, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that Henry Yares, eſquire, 
the petitioner, and John Wicker, eſquire, were can- 
didates at the election of burgeſſes to ſerve in this 
preſent partiament for this borough ; where Mr, 
Wicker and his agents, by bribes, treats, menaces, 
and other illegal practices, procured divers of the 
electors to vote for him; and John Rolf, his 
brother-in-law. took upon him to act as one of the 
bailiffs of this borough, and voted, he was 


not qualified to act in the ſaid capacities; and other 
unqualified perſons, were admitted to vote for Mr. 
2 


cc. | | | | 
Ordered to be referred to the commitres of pri- 


vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. | 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of John Wicker, ec. 
quire, was ; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this botough, Charles Eversfield; Henry Cowper, 
and the petitioner, were candidates; and the petit. 
onet had 4 greater number of legal votes, than 
Mr. Cowper, and ought to have been returned. 
Mr. Eversfield: that feveral indirect practices were 
uſed by Mr. Cowper, and his agents, to procure 
himſelf t6 be clefted, and returned : and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be referted to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their option. 

Dec. 4, 1706. The petition of the ſaid John 
Wicker, the fame in fubſtance, was read again, 
and referred in like manner. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of Richard Ingram, 
eſquire, was tread; ſhewing, the petitioner 
at the election for this borough : that ſeveral were 
refuſed for the petitioner, who had a right to vote; 
and others, who had no right, were admitted for 
Charles Evetsfield and John Middleton, eſquires, 
the two othet candidates for the faid borough : by 
which undue ices, bribery, &c. of the ſaid 
Mr. Eversfield and Mr. Middleton; and their friends 
o_ have procured themſelves to be re- 
— » in wrong of the petitioner : and praying 


Ordered, that the faid petition be referred to the 
committee bf privileges and elections, to exumine 
— and report the ſame, wich their opi- 
March 26, 1715. A petition of the honourable 
Arthur Ingram, eſquire, was read; ſhewing; chat 
at the laſt election for this borough, the petitioner, 
Arthur Ingram, efquire, Sir Harry Goreing, ba- 
ronet, and Charles Eversfield, were candi- 
dates : that Richard Vincent and John Bridger; 
bailiffs of the ſaid borough, were very partial in 
polling perſons, who had no right to vote, for the 
ſitring-members ; and refuſed others, who had 4 
right of polling, for the petitioner : and the faid 

. Eversfield, and one Mr. Mitchell, Sir Harry 
Goreing, and bailiffs, with one Mr. John Linfeild, 
an attorney, agent for the ſitting · members, were all 
guilty of other illegal practices, in obtaining votes 
for the ſitting-members, and deterred others from 
voting for the petitioner : but notwithſtanding theſe 
practices, the petitioner had an equal number of 
votes with Sir Harry Goreing, and therefore had an 
equal right to be returned; but if the bailiffs had 
polled all the undoubted votes for the petitioner, he 
had had a majority of both the fitting-members, 
and ought to have been returned with Arthur In- 
gram, eſquire : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter thereof, 
and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of Arthur Ingram, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the laſt election for this borough, 
the petitioner Arthur Ingram, eſquire, Sir Harry 
Goreing, baronet, and Charles Eversfield, eſquire, 
were candidates: that Richard Vincent and John 

| Bridger, 
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who had no tight to poll, 
and refuſing others, who 
petitioner: and the ſaid 


1 


5 ions, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

June 11. Ordered the report to be received on 
Tueſday morning next. 


That it was agreed, this borough is a borough 
by preſcription ; and that only burgage-tenants in 
fee, or for life, have a right of voting : but the 
ſitting-members counſel infiſted, that it was eſſenti- 
ally neceſſary, they ſhould be preſented by the ho- 
mage jury; which was denied by the petitioner's 
counſel. 

John Wicker ſenior, eſquire, ſaid, he was bai- 
liff here, thirty-five years ago: that the burgage · te- 
nants had a right to be of the homage ; and none 
were ever refuſed until within theſe fix or ſeven 
years, during which time, one of the fitting-mem- 
bers has been foreman of the jury (who preſent) 
and the other ſteward of the borough (who admits) 
the burgage · tenants; and they have altered the an- 
tient uſage of preſenting and admitting all burgage- 
tenants, and taken ſuch as would be for them, 
though they had no right; and refuſed others who 
were againſt them, though they had a right. 

Bur ſaid, that at all elections the burgeſſes were 
called over by the burgage- roll, and none others 
were, or could be polled; becauſe, till of late years, 
none who had right, were ever refuſed to be pre- 
ſented by the homage ; but he thought all burgage- 
tenants in fee, or for life, had a right of voting, 
whether admitted by the ſteward or not; and in- 
ſtanced a perſon allowed to vote in the laſt election 
but one, who had been refuſed by the homage ; and 
ſaid, the two bailiffs of the borough are appointed 
by the ſteward, out of four perſons nominated by the 


homage. 

For the ſitting-members were called, 

Mr. Pike, and others; who ſpoke for twenty five 
and thirty years, and upwards ; and ſaid, that only 
burgage-tenants in fee, or for life, had a right to 
vote; and that it had always been uſual juſt before 
electing, to ſummon all burgage-tenants to a court- 
baron, where the homage preſent all new titles; and 
they never knew any refuſed to be of the homage, 
who had a right, except in ſome few inſtances of 
late when a great number have appeared : that at 
all elections, the voters were called over by the bur- 
gage- roll; and none others voted, or pretended to 
vote, except in 2 ſingle inſtance or two, to the con- 
trary. 
They thought a preſentment by the homage neceſ- 
ſary, and without it a perſon had no right to vote; 
but they never knew the point conteſted : they gave 
Inſtances of candidates at ſeveral ele&ions, who were 
of this opinion; and a former ſteward, an antient 
man, was of the ſame opinion. 
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That the right of election of members to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is in all ſuch perſons 
as have an eſtate of inheritance, or for life, in bur- 
gage-houſes, or burgage-lands, lying within the 
ſaid borough. 

On the poll the numbers were 


For Sir Harry Goreing, 33 
Mr. Eversfield, — 36 
The Hon. Ar. Ingram, 33 
Arthur Ingram, eſquire, 28 


The petitioner's counſel inſiſted, as the numbers 
for Sir Harry Goreing and the honourable Mr. In- 
gram were equal, Mr. Ingram had an equal right 
to be returned; and took notice of the not return- 
— him, as an inſtance of partiality in the bai- 
iffs. 

They excepted againſt nine of the ſitting-mem- 
bers voters, and alledged they ſhould add 15 to the 
petitioner's poll; 

To take off Ralph Linfield from the ſitting- 
members poll, and add Theobald Mitchel, clerk, to 
the petitioner's poll, they produced a conveyance, 
dated 1697, by leaſe and releaſe, from doctor Ro- 
bert Coe to John Linkeld, and his heirs, of a tene- 
ment, yard, and orchard, gates, and a croft belonging; 
and afterwards in the ſame deed, the ſame gates 
are excepted out of the grant, and reſerved to the 
granter doctor Coe, and his heirs; in 1702 Linſield 
conveyed in the ſame manner to Harvey ; and Jan. 
15, 1714, Harvey conveyed to Michell. 

In 1698, The homage preſented Coe to one en- 
tire burgage, after his conveyance 'to Linheld, It 
was proved, that Mr. Harvey had left the croft, 
and voted in the years 1702, 1705, 1707, 1708. 

That Ralph Linfield, who was objected to, was 
in April 1705, preſented by the homage to the 
aforeſaid gates, being burgage-ground, as a pur- 
chaſer thereof from John Linfield, who purchaſed 
the ſame in 1702, of doctor Robert Coe; and the 
homage apportioned Ralph Linfield's rent at two- 
pence : the whole rent twelve-pence. 

That receipts were produced of Mr, Harvey's 
payment of a burgage-rent, of one ſhilling per an- 
num, for ſeven years laſt paft, for his borough-houſe 
and croft. | 

That on the fitting-members ſide it was inſiſted, 
that the right of voting is for theſe gates, which 
was a timber yard; and that they were expreſsly ex- 
cepted out of the conveyances on the petitioner's ſide, 
And to juſtify Linfield's vote for the fitting-mem- 
bers, they produced conveyances in fee of theſe 
gates; viz. from doctor Coe to John Linfield in 
1702 ; and from John Linfield to Ralph Linfield, 
in the year 1705. And George Bridger ſaid, that 
doctor Coe voted for the gates, after he had fold 
his houſe to John Linfield. 

It appeared by the returns 1705, 1707, and 1708, 
Ralph Linfield and Mr. Harvey both voted. 

To this the petitioners counſel replied, that the 
gates paſſed on their ſide, by doctor Coe's firſt con- 
veyance, in the year 1697 ; for that the exception 
in that deed of theſe gates being ſubſequent to the 
grant thereof by the ſame deed, is a void excep- 
tion. Re 
bers poll, and add George Booker for the peti- 
tioner, 

Dated 27th and 28th January 1714, was pro- 
duced a conveyance of an entire burgage, called 
Polland's croft, from Arthur Rowland to Booker 
for his life. 

Samuel 
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Samuel Chambers ſaid, he was only tenant to 
Rowland; and Waller is in poſſeſſion. 

For the fitting-members it was objected, the con- 
veyance to Booker was, after the teſte of the writs; 
and they produced a prior title in Waller, by pre- 
ſentment 1702, as a purchaſer for life from Arthur 
Rowland, who was then upon the homage. 


Michael Waller and John Clark ſaid, Waller has 


voted 10 years for this burgage, and no one elſe had 
been preſented, or voted for it; and that he had ſerv- 
ed bailiff: to which the petitioner's counſel objected, 
for want of producing a conveyance to Waller. 

To take Robert Hall, junior, from the ſitting- 


members poll, and add Robert Hall, ſenior, to the 


petitioners. 

In October 1714, the petitioner's counſel pro- 
duced a preſentment, that Henry Scut died ſeiſed 
in fee ; that Mary, his widow, who was intitled to 
her thirds (ſurviving her daughter Ann, the wife of 
Robert, Hall, ſenior) the homage were of opinion, 
the premiſſes ought to have deſcended to Robert, 
junior, upon his grandmother's death; and that Ro- 
bert, ſenior, ought not to hold by the courteſy, his 
wife not having been ſole ſeized. 

That the petitioner's counſel denied this to be 
law. 

Mr. Wicker ſaid, that Hall, ſenior, is in poſſeſ- 
ſion, and has been ſo for above thirty years; and 
has all along voted: and that he did not know 
Scutt's widow ever was in poſſeſſion; but hath 
heard that Hall, ſenior, did pay her nc : for 
her thirds. 

That the Grting-members counſel alledged, this 
to be the inheritance of the grandmbther, who 
out- lived her daughter, the wife of Robert Hall, 
ſenior; wherefore he could not be tenant 14 the 
courteſy. if 

And it - appeared by the copies of the! popes, 
that Hall's wife was buried! in _— And MPN: 
ther in 1684. 

George Bridger was excepted w, * a gle vote 
made under Sturt. 

To which it was anſwered, baud diviſion was made 
before the ſtatute. 

Mr. Wicker ſaid, on the Peeltlomer- s ſide, Bridger 
deſired Sturt to make him a vote, only to fave him 
from being conſtable ; and promiſed tb N ; 
and believed Bridger paid nothing.” 

Being croſs-examined, he ſaid, Bridger had voted, 
and had been bailiff of the town. [7 

To take John Reynolds fromthe ſitting- n 
poll, and add Arthur en n to the peti- 
ann poll, o O | SLY reg 

Reynolds was objected to, as voting by a title from 
his maſter Mr. Eversfield, who had only a mort- 
gage from John Hargrave, deceaſed, dated tx and 
12 January, 1714. 5 ol 03 Aub et- 

The petitioner's counſel. rprodured awadfolure 
conveyance in fee, by leaſe and releaſe, from the 
heirs of ee to Mr. Ingram of Berriby, the 
petitioner. n «GU 2007 en? JO Dang 724 

And it was viewed, that upon this conveyance; 
he had offered to pay off Mr. Eversfield; who had 
given him a note under his hand, to retonvey, au 
payment of principal and intereſt; in ſix months. 
It was proved, that old Hargrave was pon the 
homage in October laſt; to which he had n other 
title but this eſtate; and from thence it was inferred, 
that Mr. Eversfield had not poſſeſſion ;' and . 
quently could not make a vote. 53 R by 

That the ſitting- members counſel produced an 4 
four conveyance from Mr, Eversfield to Reynolds 

2 


for his life, dated 24 January laſt 5 but the winiedg 

to the deed faid, my did not ſee” any money 
id. 

"To take Richard Vincent — — dung. em. 

bers vote, and add John Aylward to the petitioners, 

was produced a preſentment by the homage of 

John Aylward, by - purchafe from Nathanael Sturt 


and his wife in 1702. That it appeated by the re- 


turns, Ayl ward voted that — and i in 1705; 1707, 
and 1708. 

John Hall ſaid, that vincent is one of 15 bailifh, 
and voted for this burgage in the laſt . but 
one. 

That the counſel for the ſitting - members objeRted 
to Aylward, for want of his title deeds; and alledg- 
ed, he had hot voted ſince 1705; and produced a 
preſentment of Vincent as purchaſer in the year 
1713, from John Bridger, who purchaſed of Sturt; 
reciting that the deeds formerly made to Aylward 
had been” delivered up, and the conveyance from 
Bridger to Vincent was produced. 

George Arnold ſaid, that Sturt making the for- 
mer title to Aylward, was only to give him a vote; 


and that ſecurity was taken for delivering up Sturt's 


title; which was done _ giving back chat ſecu- 
rity. iS el ies: 
Joſeph Lee was a l 48 as having no title: 
the tenant ſaid, he paid his rent to Mr. King. 
The ſitting - members counſel produced 4 convey- 
ance in 1712, from King to Lee, for King's life; 
and a preſentment of King thereuponmn. 
John Middleton, eſquire, was objected to, as a 
ſpli vote; and his title 1 by * an 
houſe purchaſed in 17110 
John Parſons ſaid, tho me owner et due pa 
* the houſe: never votet. {$40 
John Warden was objefted to for ideen k 
was proved he was preſſed for an old debt, and the 
ſitting-members = _ bond m_ it in n 
laſt. Amar Inis 
But it was ee that Warden owed them a 
r ſum, for the ſake: of which they advanced 
this, and took ſecurity for the whole debt: and a 
copy of judgment was produced in Hilary term laſt, 
n on payment of 3301; with intereſt. 
To add Mr. Path do tne petitioner” « palk;i : nn 
A conveyance to him was produced, ated the 
zm and th of January daſt; which — to, 
becauſe executed” after the teſtr of the writ. | 6 


To kd g Rowland, ſeniors to the petitioner 


poll, 101101 2394 10 240 rigs! 

A peur, of the homage, in the year 1699, 
of him, as a purchaſer in ſee, was produced; and 
he was proved to be in poſſeſſon of ſix burgages ; 
and Mri Eversfield, in ner, *. ot him 
conſider able offers for their. votes. 

The ſitting: members counſel objected, for want 
of a conveyance; wo Rowhind. OT 22 

To add Thomas Sheppard 0 the petitioner's 

mor 9 io <4 o biluivr ya: © 

Curtis? ſaid, that Sheppard's fucher and grandfa- 
ther had formerly a plot of land; but cauld not lay, 
they,” or any one elſe, had- voted: for: kane | 
©: Atentzroll, in the year 1674, was produced; where- 
in Sheppard's grandfather's name is inſerted among 
the burgage-tenants.—In anſwer, 

George Bridger ſaid, he knew Sheppard's , father 
had a (burgage-houſe; for which he voted, and had 
no other: burgage; and Mr. Wann . voted 
for it now, as his houſe; ' : 

To add Richard Curtis Bones to we KO 's 


poll, nofnto ru 


A con- 
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ance, in Auguſt 1713, of the George 
= Mr. Yates. to Curtis fot his life, was 
and 


it appeared, Yates was admitted 


produced; 


to ſeveral burgages, two of which are called the 


Richard Luckin ſaid, he had paid rent for the 
George mead within a year paſt ; but owned, he had 
known this mead go years, and never heard it was 
voted for; but believed it to be burgage-tenure. 
It was anſwered, there was no proof of any money 
paid by Curtis; and the witneſs did not remember 

id. 

Ap add John Napper to the petitioner's poll, 

A conveyance from Sarah Somerſet, in Novem- 
ber laſt, to him for his life, if ſhe ſo long lived, was 
produced alſo, a former conveyance, in 1713, 
from her to, him, for his own life abſolutely : and 
Hall ſaid, the homage rejected the former convey- 
ance, becauſe not limited to the life of Sarah. In 
anſwer, it was inſiſted, ſhe had diveſted herſelf by 
her firſt conveyance, which was nought ; and nothing 

by the ſecond. 

To add Thomas Huſſey, Edward Standford, Tho- 
mas Swayne, John Hall, and Thomas Pope, who 
claimed by titles from Richard Lintot ; 

They produced a copy of a ſurvey of the manor, 
taken in the year 1650; whereby, John . is 
found to hold five burgages and a half. 

In 1683, a preſentment of Richard dne, as 
heir to his father John, to three meſſuages, and cer- 
tain lands, called Goals“ lands; rent g. 6; and 
ſeveral conveyances for life, dated the 11th and 12th 
of Auguft 1913, by leaſe and releaſe, from Richard 
Lintot, from whom thoſe voters claimed. 

To which it was obferved, by way of anſwer, 


that all theſe conveyances were made the ſame day; 
and objected to, as ſplit votes, and fraudulent : and 
called | 


Robert Lord, and others; who Maid, they are 
tenants to Mr. Lintot of ſeveral parts of theſe lands, 
and conſtantly pay their rent to him, 

It was proved, all the perſons, who the petitio- 
ners would add to their poll, had been rejected by 
the homage ; and had tendered their votes for the 

ners. 

On the head of ill-practices, they called 

George Booker ; who ſaid, that Mr. Vincent, one 
of the bailiffs, ſaid, they would return the fitting- 
nen Nan a ma- 
jority. 

It was proved, that Mr. Linfeild, an agent for 
the ſitting · members, the night before the election, 
took John Burſtow in execution, upon a dormant 
judgment of the 11th of Aung; and that, upon the 
election-day, he had caufed Mr. Wickers ſenior to 


be arreſted on ſeveral actions, and held him to bail: 


and Mr. Rowland, the plaintiff, in one of theſe ac- 
tions, denies any priviey to the arreſt of Mr. Wicker, 
in his name. 

John Pilford ſaid, Sir Harry Goring ſolicited his 
brother's vote; and when he found he could not 
depend upon it, they were ſerved with a'declaration 
in ejectment, upon the demiſe of Sir Harry, to turn 
them out of the ſhop ; and ſaid, he paid but 12 l. 
yearly : that his landlord had told him, Sir Harry 
Goring would give him 15 l. and offered him it at 
that rent; which he declining, his landlord ac- 


quainted him, ſome time after that, he had let the - 


ſhop to Sir Harry for twenty-one years, at 15 l. 


rent: he owned, derer pe- and that he 
had not been turned out: p 


are ſtaid- 'by 
agreement, till Lady-day 1716; and the matter is 
in a way of accommodation. 


In relation to Burſtow, and arreſting Mr. Wicker; 
it was proved, that Burſtow was immediately diſ- 
charged ; and that the former proceſs had ſtveral 
times been taken out againſt Mr. Wicker, by ſome 
of the faid plaintiffs, and others; and that he was 
not then to be met with : 

It was alfo proved, that Mr. Linfeild had direc- 
tions from the plaintiffs, for whom he was con- 
cerned ; and others were concerned in other cauſes : 

The petitioners counſel admitted the debts, for 
which Mr. Wicker was arreſted, were juſt ; but com- 
plained of the arteſts, for being at the time of the 
election; though it appeared, neither Wicker or 
Burſtow were hindred from voting. 

John Day, the bailiff, ſaid, he was ſent down 
with orders to follow Mr, Linfeild's directions. 
which he did; and, purſuant thereto, he took Burſ- 
tow on Friday night before the election; and could 
have alſo taken Mr. Wicker, but Linfeild bid him 
not to take him then: on the election-day, he 
was bid by Linfeild to take him; which he did. 

That the counſel for the ſitting- members objected 
to ſeventeen. of the petitioners voters; and alledg- 
ed, they ſhould add four to their own poll, 
They alledged, that the honourable Harry In- 
gram had not a good title ; for that he claimed un- 
der Robert Fade, whoſe eſtate deſcended to his two 
daughters. 

They produced a ' preſenter in October laſt of 
Mr. Ingram, by a conveyance from Sarah the wi- 
dow of Richard Eade, to whom he had deviſed dis 
burgage to be ſold; and objected, that if the will 
was produced, it would appear, the daughters had 
the right. 

They excepted againſt Robert Lintot, that he had 
divided his burgage into ſplit votes; and having no 
diſtin burgage left, had no vote for himſelf. 

William Briggs was objected to, as voting for the 
George; for which Curtis alſo voted. It appeared, 
the George was two burgages, and was ſeparated 
in 1702, and the rent apportioned, 

Samuel Caffin, Henry Howes, and Richard Pil- 
fold, were objected to, as voters under a truſt; but 
none appeared. 

It appeared, that Pilfold and Burſtow had owned 
promiſes from Lord Irwin, of places for their votes; 
and Burſtow ſaid, his Lordſhip had paid 501. for 
him. 

Abraham Newnham's title appeared to be a moi- 
ety of a burgage, to which he was admitted in 
1680; and the rent was then apportioned. 

Waller ſaid, that Benjamin Borer voted for Part 
of an orchard, to which he had no title: the wit- 
neſs had been in poſſeſſion twelve years; and he, 
und the former owner, have voted. 

It was proved, that John Grarwick junior had 
only a coloured title to vote, and had given bond 
to reconvey upon requeſt ; and he voted for Mr. 
Eversfield, and the honourable Mr. Ingram. 

William Griffeth ſaid, he heard John Smith de- 
clare, above a year ago, that Lord Irwin gave 
him a quarter-maſter's place; but did not ſay upon 
what conſideration it was given. 

Robert Hedger was excepted to, on account of 
the uncertainty of his burgage: 

In 1702, the homage preſentment of him is, as 
heir of his father to a certain burgage-tenure, which 
they cannot deſcribe. 

John Clarke ſaid, Henry Grombridge voted for 
part of Lintot's mead. | 

William Kempfter ſaid, Joſhua Guildford voted 
for part of Catharine Lotter's houſe, 

4 G Richard 
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Richard Sayres was excepted to, as voting for 
Mr. Goodyer's houſe. It was proved by the tenants, 


they paid their rents always to Goodyer. And 

Mr. Goodyer ſaid, he has ſecurity from Sayres, 
to reconvey; and that he made him only a colour- 
able title to vote, upon the two Mr. Wicker's ſo- 
licitations; and promiſed he ſhould have 30 1. for 
it. 

John Wicker junior, eſquire, was excepted to, as 
claiming under Mrs. Sheppard, who had no title: 
It appeared, that in 1699, Thomas Sheppard 
was preſented by the homage to a burgage, as heir 
to his father. Sturt and Blunt averred, that the 
houſe, for which John Wicker ſenior, eſquire, vot- 
ed, was ſettled on his ſon at his marriage three 
years ago; and the ſon is now in poſſeſſion. 

To add four to the ſitting- members poll, viz. 
Philip Lutman, John Tingler, Thomas Bryan, and 
John Blake, who were to have tendered their vores, 
and were refuſed, - becauſe they were not admitted 
by the homage ; 

Their title-deeds were produced; viz. 

Lutman's, in fee, dated 19 and 20 January laſt. 

Tingler's, for life, dated the 26th of January laſt. 

Bryan's, for life of a third perſon, dated 15th of 
Auguſt 171 3- 

Blake's, in fee, dated 1roth and 11th of Apeil 
1713. 

On the head of bribery and ill practices, 

It was proved, Mr. Thornas Harvey owned, he 
had ſold his houſe to Lord Irwin for 350 l. very 
near three times as much as it coſt him. 
Longhurſt and Luxford ſpoke of offers to them 
by Mr. Wickers ſenior, and Lord Irwin, to vote 
for the petitioners ; but they voted for the . 
members. 

The counſel for the ſitting - members objected to 
Mr. Arthur Ingram's qualification, amounting to 
371 J. 48. per annum, and charged to be 3301. per an- 
num, above reprizes and incumbrances. 

One part thereof is the palace of Vork, leaſed 
to the petitioner from that ſee for his own, and 
two other lives; and mentioned, in the particular, 
to be let out in ſeveral tenements at 12151. 18. per 


Excepting an apartment, long-gallery, garden, 
and appurtenances in hand; which being charged at 
20 l. per annum ; 

The counſel objected to this laſt article, as an over- 
charge; and urged, that the rent, reſerved to the 
ſee of York, ought alſo to be conſidered, by way of 
deduction. | 

The reſt of the qualification is an eſtate for life, 
tonveyed from the other petitioner by leaſe and re- 
leaſe, dated 23d and 24th of December laſt, for 
2000 |; to which the counſel objected, for want of 


actual payment of the conſideration- money: and 
called 


Mr. Hand, a witneſs to the conveyance z who 


ſaid, no part of the conſideration-money was paid, 
but a bond given for the whole, payable in fix 
months, as he remembered the time. 


The- petitioner's counſel obſerved, that no part | 


of the qualification had been falſified; and it was 
of ſufficient value, above 20 1. per annum, in hand. 

The committee reſolved, 

That Sir Harry Goreing, baronet, is not duly * 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this N Nee 
for this borough, .. 

That Charles Eversfield, efquire, is not duly 


elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent purlamene © 
for this s borough, 


r o 


That the: honourable Arthur 
duly elected a CO — 
ment for this borough. 0 

That Arthur Ingram, eſquire, is duly clefted a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 
| The faid ſeveral reſolutions were n 
agreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that John Linfeild, attorney at law, 
has been guilty of divers illegal and unjuſtifiable 
practices, in relation to the late election of mem. 
bers to ſerve in parliament for this borough. 

Ordered, that the ſaid John Linfeild be, for his 
ſaid offence, committed to the cuſtody of the fer. 
jeant at arms attending this houſe. - | 
May 27, 1721. Ordered a warrant: for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs for this borough, ig 
the room of the honourable Arthur Ingram, * 
now a peer of Great Britain. 

May 10, 1727. Ordered a warrant fave tow wi, 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, in the room of the honour. 
able Henry Ingram, eſquire, made commiſſary of 
the ſtores of — 


HUNTING TONSHIRE. 


HIS county hath been repreſented in parlia- 
ment from the firſt ſummons of Edward the 
firſt. It was joined in the ſame writ with Cam- 
bridgſhire, and one ſheriff held the courts for, both 
counties. In treating of its elections, I ſhall begin 
with the firſt conteſted one, in the 29th of Henry 
the ſixth. 
The ſheriff returned the following indenture. 


Hec indentura ibid. fad. in plen. com. ibidem ten. Br. ful 
in die Sabbati prox. ante feſtum S. Luce evangeliſtæ, l f 
anno regni Hen. VI. poſt Conqueſtum 299. teſtatur, qued 1 


virtute cujuſdem brevis Domini Regis, vic. Cant, et 
Hunt. direct. et buic indent. conſut. Nicholas Stynecle, 
miles, Richardus Bevylle, Willielmus Walker, armigeri, 
Johannes Collan, Richardus Sprey, et alii notabiles 
armigeri, generofi, et bomines liberi tenentes, qui expen- 
dare poſſunt quadragint. ſollidus per annum ultra re- 
priſ. (prout patet in quadam certificatione huic inden- 
ture conſut. et Domino Regi direct.) Sc. eligerunt 
Robertum Stoneham et Jobannem Stynecle, notabiles ar- 
migeros infra eundem comit. commorantes et reſidentes 
concordanter ad ſtatut. Domini Regis inde edit. et provi). 
ad eſſend. milites pro com. pred. in phox. parliamento 
apud Weſtm. in feſto Sancti Leonardi prox. futur. le- 
nend. et ulterius faciend, et conſentiend. pro communi- 

tate com. pred. omnia et fingula. In difto brevi ſpecificat. 

In cujus rei teſtimonium tam dictus vic. quam pred. 

Nicholas, Richardus, Willielmus, Jobannes Collen, Ni- 
cholas Sprey, ſupranominati preſentibus indenturis figilia 
ſua alternatim appoſuerunt. Dat. die et loco ſupraditt. 


Io this indenture follows this memorable decla- 


ration, in another parchment ſchedule. 


* To the King our gracious ſovereign Lord.” 
„ Pleaſe it your Highneſse, 

For many divers urgent cauſes, be the aſſents of 
* your Lords ſpiritual and temporal, have aſſigned 
vour parliament to be holden at Weſtminſter, in the 
* feaſt of St. Leonard now next comming; thatis, to 
* wit, in the year of your moſt gracious reign the 29th; 
< and thereupon to ſend your writs ror elections of 
knights, citizens, and burgeſſes, to all the ſheriffs of 
your noble land; and, among other, to your 
* ſheriff of Cantabrig. and Huntington: and at 
Huntington, on the Saturday next before - 
« Luke's 


Ingram, eſquire, is 


ale. 


Br. Par! 
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i Luke's day the evangeliſt, now laſt paſſed, the 
« under-ſheriff of your ſaid ſhire of Huntington, 
« there, in the pleyn ſhire, did your faid writ of 
elections to be proclaimed for the two knights 
« of the ſaid ſhire, as in your faid writ is more 
« plainly conteined, for your ſaid parlement; and 
« in the ſame writ is reherſed diverſe ſtatutes and 
« ordinanſes; and, amongſt other, that the two 
« knights, that ſhould be choſen, ſhall be notable 
« knights and eſquires of gentel worth, and to be 
&« choſen by the freeholders dwelling in your ſaid 
« ſhire: and we Nicholas Stynecle, knight, Ro- 
bert Stoncham, John Stinecle (with one hundred 
« and twenty-one freeholders, more particularly 
named therein) freeholders, and Uwelling within the 
< ſame ſhire of Huntington, having freehold to the 
value, clearly, and all charges, yearly forty ſhil- 
lings, with a three hundred mooe good cominers 
e of the ſaid ſhire. Your true humble ſuggets obey- 


newords*® ing, and wilfully intending (the tenor) of your ſaid 
ile. © writs, conſidering the great needful ayde, that it 


< is behooful, for your moſt royal eftate, and con- 
e cerning the ſafeguard of your moſt gracious per- 
« ſone, intending the judicial peaſe of yowe, our 
d erthly ſovereigne Lord, of this your noble realm, 
concerning theſe premiſes : that your men of your 
* honourable houſhold, named in your Cheaker- 
Roll, ſhould be moſt like the expedition, and to 
« execute, and aſſent to the ſaid aids for yowe, our 
«*« ſovereign Lord, your realme, and us, your trew . 
s ſuggets and ligemen ; and that upon the ſaid con- 
« ſiderations, wee named, and choſen for knights, at 
te this time, Robert Stoncham and John Stynecle, 
« eſquires, of your ſaid honourable houſhold.— 
« Notwithſtanding theſe premiſes, there appeared be 
labour of diverſe gentilmen of onher ſhires, and 
of your ſaid ſhire of Huntington, the nombre of 
« a 70 freeholders, commoners, naming Henry 
« Gimber to be one of the ſaid knights, which 
« is. not of gentill birth, according to your ſaid writ ; 
c and thereupon the under-ſheriff went to examina- 
« tion, according to the ſtatutes rehearſed in your 
% ſaid writ, and have 47 examined, of forreners 
t and receants, without interruption of us, and few 
e of them contributors to the knights expenſes ; 
« and whene wee, the freeholders before named, 
e ſhould be examined in likewiſe, though on the 
« ſaid Henry Gimber's part, would not ſuffer us, of 
our part, to be examined, and give voys; thoue 
* he might clearly yarly expend twenty mark; 
<* without that, wee ſhould have offended the peace 
<« of yowe, our moſt doubty ſovereign Lord, and 
© foe wee departed, for dread of the ſaid inconve- 
© niences that was likely to be done, of manſlaugh- 
© ter; and what that the ſheriff will return, in this 
behalf, wee can have no notice: for which cauſes 
* wee, your trewe humble ſuggetz and leigemen, 
in our moſt lowly wiſe, beſeeching yowe, our 
* moſt doubty ſovereign Lord and King, theſe pre- 
* miſes may be conſidered, for your moſt ayde and 
© our freedome, that the ſaid ſheriff may be, by your 
* great Highneſs, ſtreyhtly charged to return the ſaid 
Robert Stoncham and John Stynecle, as for knights 
* at this time for your ſaid parlement, as our elec- 
tion was, as our endleſſe Lord God knoweth ; 
* and. that was, and is our will and deed, wee, 
* the ſaid freeholders, to the nombre of 124, have 
put to our ſeals ſeverally, and as appear it, and 
* as your law will to do, and abide thereby, to 
our lives end.“ 


This was the petition preſented to the King, who 
at that time appears to be the judge of elections; and 


neither the commons, Lords, or Lord Chancellor. 
The proceedings thereupon do not appear: but 
from it appear, —who was the judge; the mat- 
ter of complaint againſt the ſheriff, for giving an oath 
and poll for one, and denying it to the other; alſo, 
though refuſing to take the oath of their frecholds, 
yet he received their certificate, and returned it with 
the indenture ; and admitted their election of two 
knights ; returning them both, and not Henry Gim- 
ber, who had but ſeventy freeholders voices, and 
was not of gentle birth; — alſo the caſe of reſiency 
and ſwearing the freeholders ;—alſo the miſdemean- 
ors of tumults and riots, and how the treeholders 
ſhould conduct themſelves thereupon, by going 
away ;——alſo the quality of perſons to be elected. 
Theſe, and other matters are ſet out, as meet to be 
conſidered of; wherefore, I thought it deſerved: a 
place here. 


Dec. 8, 1584. After this, I find no other me-D'Fwe', 
moirs, until Queen Elizabeth's time; when, upon a Journal. 
motion made by Mr. Speaker, for the opinion? 337 


touching the validity of ſome knights returned for 
ſome ſhires of this realm, not being (as is ſup- 
poſed) choſen the next count after the date 
of the writ of ſummons of this parliament, and af- 
ter ſome ſpeech alſo therein offered by Mr. Bevill, 
by which he ſeemed to ſuſpect, that the matter of 
the motion tended to, and concerned himſelf and 
Mr. Darrington, returned knights for this county, 
it was referred to Mr. Treaſurer and others, who 
were to meet on the Saturday following in the Ex- 
chequer chamber. 


12th. Mr. Recorder of London and Mr. Ib. 35. 


Sollicitor were appointed to examine the record 
of the return of Mr. Bevill and Mr. Darring- 
ton, the two knights choſen for the ſhire of Hun- 
tington, and the circumſtances thereof, Mr. Be- 
vill, one of the knights of this ſhire, declared he 
was charged by a member of this houſe, that he had 
lied in his former ſpeech to this houſe, touching 
the declaration of the manner. of chooſing himſelf 
and Mr. Darrington, knights of this ſhire ; wherein 
as he raketh himſelf to be very much abuſed, being 


a member of this houſe; ſo appealing himſelf to 


the ſame, he prayed remedy and order to be 
given therein by this honourable houſe, upon hear- 
ing of the cauſe. 


21ſt. Mr. Sollicitor, touching the returns of ſome 1b. 344. 


knights returned into this preſent parliament, and 
for ſome doubts and queſtions ariſing in this houſe 
upon the ſame, afterwards by this houſe referred to 
him and Mr. Recorder of London, for making 
ſearch of the returns of the wiits and indentures 
thereof ; ſhewed, that they can only find the cauſe of 
this queſtion to ariſe upon the election of Mr. Beval 


"and Mr. Darrington to be knights for this county ; 


which thcy are the rather confideut of, becauſe none 
others attended them, or came tothem in this matter; 
but only the ſaid knights, who, as alſo thoſe who 
oppoſed them, brought their counſel on both ſides, 
and were fully heard what they could fay : after 
which, Mr. Recorder and himſelf, deſiring fully to 
enquire into the matter, had conferred and deviſed 
therein with the clerk of the Crown-office in the 
Chancery ; and comparing thoſe records, together 
with ſome of the ſtatutes ordained in theſe caſes, 
they do find ſuch difference in them touching the 
matter of effect, and to be anſwered by the ſheriff 
if their be cauſe, and not for any matter in their 
opinion for this houſe to deal with, whereby to 
caſſate or make void the ſaid election, as they take 
it; and yet becauſe that reſteth now chiefly upon 

matter 


— 


— 4 -_——> — 2 — 2 


— I — - 


. —— 


9308 . - The Town of HUNTINGTON. 


matter of precedents, to ſee farther how this houſe 
may decide the cauſe, he declated that Mr. Recor- 

. he will make farther ſearch of the prece- 
dents in the like caſes, with the cletk of the higher 
houſe for that putpoſe ; and then farther to advertiſe 
this houſe, as cauſe ſhall require, No other pro- 
ceedings. | 

Jan. 7, 1673. A person of Sir John Bernard, 
was read ; complaining of undue return, made by 
the high: ſhertff of this county, of Robert Ap- 

preece, eſquire, to ſerve for this county in nn 
of the petitioner, who was duly elected. 

- Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter of 
the ſaid petition, and to report the Nate of the caſe, 
with their opinion therein ; and appoint a ſhort day 

for the hearing, and ſpeed their report as ſoon as 
they can. | 

Feb. 12. Colonel Birch reported &c. the ſtate of 

the caſe, and the vote of the committee, That Mr. 
Appreece the ſitting- member is duly elected: where- 
to the houſe, upon a diviſion, agreed. 

| Nov. 27, 1710. A petition of Sir John Cotton, 
baronet, was left with the clerk; complaining of an 
undue election and return for this county. 

Dec. 1. Ordered, that Sir John Cotton have 

leave to withdraw his ſaid petition. 


HUNTINGTON. 


Willis, HIS is the ſhire town of the county. It 
"HOP T0 was made a, borough by King John 1206; 
and King Charles I. conſtituted a mayor thereof 
in 1630, ” The repreſentation of it in parliament 
4thRegiſt, hath been from the 26th of Edward I. In the zth 
1007. of. Henry VI. the indenture is between the ſheriff 
and eight perſons ſtiled burgeſſes (which ſee in the 
Appendix.) The memoirs of elections, and perſons 
elected in that reſpect, taken notice of in the jour- 
nals, are theſe. | 
March 22,1678. A petition of Sir Lionel Walden, 
was read; complaining of an undue return pf Mr. 
Sydney Wortley, to ſerve in this preſent parliament as 


one of the burgeſſes for this borough, in injury of 


the petitioner, who was duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned. 

Reſolved, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. No report appears. 
Feb. 15, 1700. A petition of John Pedley, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that, at the election for 
burgeſſes to fve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, the petitioner, Fr rancis Wortley and 
Charles Boyle, eſquires, were candidates; at which 
election, a peer of this realm, with the aſſiſtance of 
'others, with ſwords and clubs, did menace, aſſault, 
and, ſtrike the recorder of this borough, and the pe- 
titionex's voters; ſome being wounded, others durſt 
not appear, and ſome were carried under a ſtrong 
guard to give their yotes for Mr. Boyle, but were 
not permitted to give their ſecond vote, which they 


would have done for the petitioner ; and were car- 


ried back by the ſame guard and Tocked up, ſo that 
che _ petitioner, nor his friends, could ſpeak with 
them ; by which undue practices, contrary to the li- 
berty 7 the ſubject, the majority fell on Mr. Boyle, 
-which otherwiſe would have been for the petitioner : 
and praying &c. 
Ordered, the matter of this election be heard ät 

che bar of this houſe on Thurſday the 13th day of 
March next. 


Reſolved (nemine contradicente) that for any peer 


2 


of this kingdom, or lord lieutenant of any coHf 
to concern themſelves in the election of thembefz 0 
ſerve for the commons in parlament, is an high in 


fringement of the liberties and vi of the 
mons of England. Der 


March 13. Ordered, the hearing of the metits f 


the election for this borough be adjourned till Satur- 


day next, 

15th. The order of the day for the hearing the 
faid matter, being read; it was put off till the 10th 
day of April next. 

April 5, 1701. Ordered to be heard on this day 
three weeks. 


25th. Ordered, ! Mr. Zan? have leave to With- 
draw his ſaid petition 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of John Pedley, ef. 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late election 
of burgeſſes to ſee in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. Sir John Cotton, Baronet, Edward 
Wortley, eſquire, and the petitioner, were candi- 
dates: that the petitioner had a majority of legal 
votes of Sir John Cotton, and ought to have been 
returned; but Sir John Having little intereſt in the 
ſaid borbugli, and finding he could not otherwiſe be 
choſen, gave ſums of money to many of the hur- 
geſſes to vote for him; by Which, and ſeveral other 
indirect practices, he procured himſelf to be return- 
ed, in prejudice to the petitioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered,” tfiat it be refetred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the fame, with their opinion. 

13th. A petition of John Negus, late mayor, 
and ſeveral others, in behalf of themſelves and 
others, aldermen and burgeſſes of this borough, 
was read ſhewing, that at the laſt election of i mem- 
bers to ferve in parliatnienit for this borough ; the 
candidates were Sir John Cotton, baronet, Edward 
Wortley, und John Pedley, eſquites ; that Mr. 
Wortley by his friends and agents, arid by bribery 
and other corrupt practices, before, and at the 
election, procured himſelf to be elected and return- 
et! one of the burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, to the 
injury of the petitioners : and praying: 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 21. Ordered, that the cauſc touching the 
election for this borough, be put off from the 7th 
of January, to this day thrt weeks. 

Jan. 19. Ordered, chat the report be made on 


Tueſday. 


22d. Mr. Compton reported the matter of this 
election, on the aforeſaid petition, as follows. 


That the right of election was agreed to be in 


the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes: and on the 


poll the numbers were 
For Sir John Cotton, Ss: "A 
For Mr. Wortley, — 73. 
For Mr. Pedley, — 64. 
The points inſiſted on by the ee counſel 
were bribery and treating; and by the firſt they al- 
ledged they ſhould diſqualify ſo many of Sir John 


Cotton's voters, as would leave Mr. Pedley a great 


majority; and called . 

Sexton, who ſaid, the latter end of Aptil, or 
beginning of May laſt, Mr. Bray told Mr. Wheat- 
ley (in his hearing) that he, and the reſt, who 
ſhould vote for Sir Jokn Cotton, ſhould have 3 
guinea each; and farther, he was preſent, when Sir 
John Cotton defired Hodd's vote, who denied him, 
whereupon Sir John Cotton gave him a guines, 
and then Hodd promiſed him. : 

Sexton, 
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Sexton, Beard, and Taylor, proved, that 26 of the 
fingle votes, for Sir John Cotton, owned they had a 
guinea | each : and Beard and Taylor faid, they had 
one guinea of Mr. Bray to drink Sir John Cotton's 
health : and Taylor ſaid, he believed, he had ſeen 
above 20 have a. guinea Wh of different;perſons, 
for the ſame purpoſe. 

The witneſſes alſo ſpoke to other facts. 

Vincent ſaid, a very poor man had ten pounds 
lent him on his bond, Mr. Darlow and Mr. Bray be- 
ing preſent, and the bond given to Bray; and Hen- 
ry Watſon offered him ſeven guineas to ſign the pe- 
tition againſt Mr. Wortley. 

Dorothy Taylor ſaid, ſhe had 40 8. for her huſ- 
band's vote for Sir John Cotton, and he had a gui- 
nea beſides ; and allo fix guineas offered him three 
days before the election to give his ſecond vote for 
Sir John Cotton. 

Joel Taylor, her huſband, denied he had more 


than one guinea: but ſaid, Mr. Bray promiſed him 


ſix guineas, if he would give his laſt vote for Sir 
John Cotton, and this was three weeks before the 
election; and Vincent ſaid, the burgeſſes were treat- 
ed on the election day with drink and tobacco, 

In anſwer, Sir John Cotton's counſel inſiſted, 
he was a gentleman of fortune and eſtate in the 


country, and invited to be elected by ſeveral of the 


burgeſſes. They owned, Sir John had given ſeve- 
ral guineas in charity to ſeveral of the burgeſſes, of 
which ſeveral women had a ſhare as well as men, 
and ſome who voted againſt, as well as thoſe 
who voted for, him: and called Mack worth and 
Watſon ; who ſaid, there was a meeting to propoſe a 
candidate for the borough, and about forty burgeſſes 
were preſent: that Mr. Carteret was firſt propoſed; but 
having no opportunity to write to him, they agreed 
on Sir John Cotton; and deſired Mr. Vincent to 
go to him, and deſire him to accept of being their re- 
preſentative in parliament : that Sir John Cotton at 
firſt declined; but the next day Mr. Vincent went to 
him again at the Crown Inn, and then he accepted 
of it. But Mr. Vincent, being examined, ſaid, 
Mr. Carteret was only agreed upon; but owned, 
he went to Sir John Cotton to invite him, but it 
was only from himſelf. 

They then called witneſſes to prove bribery on Mr. 
Wortley and Mr. Pedley. 

Mary Johnſon ſaid, her huſband (who is dead) 
ſaid, he had 151. to vote for Mr. Wortley and 
Mr. Pedley ; and that ſhe was threatened by Mr. 
Dowſe, the receiver, if ſhe gave evidence againſt 
Mr, Wortley and Mr. Pedley. 

Edward Nicholls ſaid, that John Corbett, three 
days after Sir John Cotton had declared he would 
ſtand, was ſtanding at his door; and Sir John aſk- 
ing him, who he would be for ; Corbett anſwered, 
he could not tell, for there was a debt of 101. or 
151. due from Mr. Wortley, for drink at a former 
election: that afterwards Corbett told Nicholls, Mr. 
Turkington had promiſed him, he ſhould be paid; 
2 that Corbett voted for Mr. Wortley and Mr. 

edley. 

Wn ſaid, he borrowed, four or 1 years 
ago, of Mr. Andrews, forty pounds, and was to 
pay no intereſt for it, if he would vote for Mr. 
Wortley, deceaſed, and Mr. Pedley; and has paid 
no intereſt for it ſince. 

Clark ſaid, he borrowed ſix pounds of Mr. Pal- 
mer, who promiſed to lend him four pounds more, 
if he would vote for Mr. Wortley and Mr. Pedley: 
but he voted for Sir John Cotton. 


Elizabeth Griffith ſaid, ſhe went to Hinchin- 
broke, where the gardener gave her 28. 6d. for a 
razor, and alſo three guineas to perſuade her huſ- 
band to vote for Mr. Wortley and Mr. Pedley: 
that ſhe told the gardener at the ſame time, ſhe 
could not do any ſuch thing : the next day ſhe car- 
ried a bill of 8s. 6d. and had 10s. Griffith voted 
for Sir John Cotton. 

Upon this evidence, the committee reſolved, + 

That Sir John Cotton is not duly elected a bur- 
geſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 0 
That Edward Wortley, alias Montague, eſquire, 
is duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough. 

That John Pedley, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
gels, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, —— Whereto the houſe (upon their being 
read twice) agreed: and ordered the return to. be 
amended 


Reſolved, that Chriſtopher Bray is guilty of cor- 
rupt practices, in diſtributing money, in order to 
the electing Sir John Cotton, baronet, a burgeſs, 
to ſerve in this parliament for this borough. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Chriſtopher Bray be taken 
into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this 
houſe. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of Henry Watſon, Jo- 
ſhua Nunn, John Corbet, Thomas Nunn, and 
Griffin Johnſon, free-burgeſſes of, and who have a 
right of voting for burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament 
for this borough, was read ; ſhewing, that Edward 
Wortley, Francis Page, and Thomas Cotton, eſ- 


quires, were candidates at the laſt election for this 


borough : that Mr. Cotton had the promiſes of 
voters enough to gain his election; but Sidney 
Wortley, alias Montague, eſquire, (father of the ſaid 
Edward, who managed for him) and Mr. Page, by 
bribery, threats, and other undue practices, gained 
over ſeveral burgeſſes, who had promiſed to vote 
for Mr. Cotton, which diſcouraged him from ſtand- 
ing the poll; by means whereof the petitioners were 
deprived of voting in the ſaid election, as they 
ought to do: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 


HYTH ®. 


HIS town is ſituate in the county of Kent, 41ſt. 222. 


and (according to Lord Coke) was made one 
of the cinque-ports by William the Conqueror; 
and hath enjoyed the privileges thereof : firſt, by 
the name of the barons, of the town and port of 
Hythe; and incorporated, 


commonalty. 
ment, I have treated of them under Dover. 
memoirs relating to its elections, are theſe. 

Feb. 22, 1672. A petition of Edward Hales, eſ- 
quire, complaining of an undue return made by the 
mayor of Hythe of a baron to ſerve for this port, 
in the room of Sir Henry Wood, deceaſed ; where- 
as the petitioner was duly elected to ſerve. 

Reſolved it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

4 H 


As to its return of barons to parlia- 
The 


March 


firſt by the name of ſeake's 
the jurats and commonalty of the town and port of charters, 
Hythe : but Queen Elizabeth hath ſince, by her“ 
particular charter, (which ſee in Appendix) INCOT- gee Ap. 
porated them by the name of mayor, jurats, and pendix. 
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2 March 22. Reſolved, that as to all matters of . 
; elections and. privileges, the committee be difcharg- of April next. | | 
ed from ſitting till after the receſs, except as to the - Nov. 18, 1709. A petition. of ahe' faid Sir 
matters between Sir Leoline Jenkins and Mr. Hales Philip Boteler, the ſame in fubſtance, was read: 
for the port of Hythe; and between Mr. Herne and and referred to the committee of privileges and e. 
Mr, Childe for the borough of Dartmouth: n lections, to examine the matter, and report the 
were not heard this ſeſſion, ſame, with their opinion. 
Jan. 7, 1673. Mr. Hales preſented his petition Dec. 21. Ordered, that Sir Philip Boteler have 
again, complaining of feveral undue practices of leave to withdraw his'ſaid petition. 
Robinſon Blanelace, mayor of Hythe, in excluding 23d. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do ;flue a war- 
ſeveral freemen of the faid port, who had declared rant for a new writ, for electing a com- baron to ſerve 
for the petitioner, from giving any voices at the in this parliament for this port, in the room of the 
election; and in returning Sir Leoline Jenkins to honourable John Fane, eſquire, who accepted of an 
ſerve as a baron for the ſaid port; in wrong of the employment under her Majeſty. 
petitioner, who was duly elected for this port, and Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of John Boteler and 
ought to have been returned. William Berners, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 
Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- the petitioners were duly choſen, and ought to a 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, . been returned, burgeſſes for this town and 
port the ſame, with their opinion. that the mayor refuſed to poll ſeveral qualified ber- 
Feb. 6th. A petition of the mayor, jurats ſons for the petitioners z and polled divers 
and counſel, of this port, was read. A certificate fied perſons for the Lord Shannon, and John Fare, 
under the names of certain perſons, as electors, a- eſquire; who, by treating, and other undue practices, 
gainſt the petition. procured ſeveral votes, and are returned in wrong 
Ordered, that the berring of the matter of the of the petitioners : and praying &c. | 
election of this port be put off for ſix weeks, from Ordered, chat it be referred to the committee of 
the time already appointed. The parliament ſoon privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
after was prorogued; and did not meet to do buſi- report the ſame, with their opinion. 
neſs, till 13 April, 1675, when the petition was Jan. 22. Ordered, that it be reported on Thurſ- 
again lodged ; but no notice taken of it until day next. 
April 28. Sir Thomas Meers reported from 25th. Ordered, that it be reported on Saturday 
the committee of privileges and elections, the evi- next. * h 
dence and ſtate of the caſe, touching the election of 25th. Mr. Freeman reported, from the aid 
members to ſerve in parliament for this port; and committee, the matter, as it appeared to them: 
a vote of the committee thereupon ; viz. That the queſtion was, whether the right of e- 
That Sir Leoline Jenkins is duly elected a mem- lection is in the mayor, jurats, common-council, 
ber to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the port and freemen ; or in ſuch of them only, as inhabit 
of Hythe : which report being read, was then agreed in the ſaid port, who paid ſcot and lot. 
and reſolved by the houſe. Gibſon, and others, ſaid, they had known the 
June 3, 1685. The houſe being informed, that port ſeveral years, and never knew it neceſſary for 
Mr. Julius Deeds, mayor of the borough and port a freeman to inhabit there. 
of Hythe, hath returned himſelf a baron to ſerve Hatton, and others, ſaid, all the voters in this 
in parliament for the ſaid borough and port : election pay ſcot and lot; and ſome on each ſide 
Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Deeds have notice to live out of town. The committee reſolved, 
attend in his place to-morrow at ten o'clock. That the right of election of barons to ſerve in 
Ordered the clerk of the Crown do attend the parliament for this town and port is in the mayor, 
houſe to-morrow morning at ten o'clock, with the jarats, common-council, and freemen. 


return for the port of Hythe in the county of The poll was—for Lord Shannon 20, Mr. Fane 


Kent. 19, Mr. Boteler 13, Mr. Berners 14. 
4th. The clerk of the Crown, being called, pro- The petinoner's counſel inſiſted to add to their 
duced the return for this town and port. poll, Thomas Stokes and Thomas Mokes, who de- 


And Mr. Deeds attending in his place; and giv- manded their freedom, and were refuſed. 
ing the houſe ſome account of the election; and it The counſel for Lord Shannon, and Mr. Fane, 
appearing to the houſe, that Mr. Julius Deeds was anſwered, Stokes is not capable of paying ſcot and 
mayor of the town and port of Hythe, in the county lot; and Mokes, who claims in right of his wife, 
of Kent; and the precept was directed to the mayor, did not demand it during her life. 
jurats, and commonalty of Hythe ; and that Mr. But it was proved, it was demanded in her life 
Julius Deeds is returned by indenture from the time; and when Thomas Stokes was refuſed, his 
mayor, jurats, and commonalty; reſolved (nine younger brother, Henry, was admitted, on a pre- 
contradicente) tence of a partnerſhip with his father, though Henry 

That Mr. Julius Deeds is not duly clected a baron is not rated. 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this rown - That the petitioners excepted to four of the ſitting- 
and port: and a new writ was ordered &c. members as not having received the bleſſed ſacra- 

Nov. 27, 1708. A petition of Sir Philip Boteler, But it appeared, two had received, and 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of n 
barons to ſerve in parliament for this port, the pe» They then went on to diſqualify ſeveral other of 

. titioner, John Boteler, the honourable John Fane, their votes, for treating and bribery : and called 
and Wyliam Brochman, eſquires, were candidates; Carter; who ſaid, the mayor went from houſe to 
and the petitioner had the majority of Mr. Fane on houſe, with his ſtaff, to ſolicit votes; and treated 
the mayor's poll, and ought to have been returned the whole corporation on the 28th of September laſt, 
with Mr. John Boteler 4 yet Henry Deeds, eſquire, at Kennet's houſe ; and he then ſolicited votes for 
hath returned the faid Mr. Fane with Mr. Boteler, Lord Shannon, and Mr. Fane : the invitation was 
in wrong to the petitioner: and praying &c. four or five days before; and the mayor paid N 

' 40 0 


40 J. for the dinner: and the petitioner and Mr. 
Boteler were there. 5 
Boughton ſaid, there were ſeveral ereats after the 
writs were out; and votes were folicited for the 
ſirting-members : that the three Tournays, Read, 
Baſſet, Barnes, Sparkes, Rand, and Hatton, were 
there : that Mr. Clare made one treat at Henry 
Read's, four days before the eleftion, who other- 
wiſe declared, he would have voted for the peti- 


tioners. | 

Pudman ſaid, the treating was from the 28th of 
September to the day of the election, and Colonel 
Marſh was generally there, and folicited votes for 
Lord Shannon and Mr. Boteler ; and ſtaid on the 
ſtairs, when the votes went up to poll. 

The ſitting- members called Clare and Kennet ; 
who ſaid, the mayor's feaſt was for his friends and 
neighbours, and that he made ſuch a treat on the day 
the union commenced. 

Godden faid, Mr. Bagnal, a miniſter, promiſed 
to lend him 20 or 30 pounds for two or three years, 
without intereſt, if he would vote for Sir Philip 
Boteler's intereſt. | 8 

Sparkes ſaid, Mr. Bagnall offered him one of 
the beſt bullocks in Romney-marſh, to vote for 
Mr. Boteler : and that Mr. Bagnall was one of his 
beſt cuſtomers, and he loſt him for voting for the 
ſirting-members : that Boughton (who is agent for 
the petitioners) and their ſervants, paid two reckon- 
ings for him, when he was drinking in company 
and told him, he ought to vote for his own in- 
tereſt. The committee reſolved, 

2. That the Lord Shannon is duly elected a baron, 
to ſerve in this parliament for this town and port. 

3. That John Fane, eſquire, is duly elected a 
baron, to ſerve in this parliament for this town and 


re. 

The firſt reſolution, in regard to the right of e- 
lection, was, upon being twice read, agreed to by 
the houſe. The other two reſolutions, being read 
twice, were diſagreed to. Ee 

Reſolved, that John Boteler, eſquire, is duly e- 
lected a baron, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this town and port. 

That William Berners, eſquire, is duly elected a 
baron, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
town and port. And 

Ordered the return to be amended. 


TIFSWACHKH 


F Naas is the principal, or ſhire town of the 
1 county of Suffolk. It was a borough at the 
time of the general ſurvey, and had therein 538 bur- 
geſſes, as appears by the entry in Little Doomſday- 


dl. 290. book “ (which ſee in Appendix). They had a charter 
WW of free markets of William the Conqueror; and 


King John granted it greater privileges in the firſt 
year of his reign. It has had ſeventeen charters 
ſince that time: one ſrom Henry the third, one 
from Edward the firſt, one from Edward the ſecond, 
one from Henry the ſeventh, two from Henry the 


b. R.eighth, one from Edward the ſixth, one from Queen 


Elizabeth, and one from King James the firſt, 
which were all confirmed by King Charles the firſt. 
It is now a town corporate, by charter granted by 
King Charles the ſecond, conſiſting of two bailiffs, 


ng. zu. a recorder, ten portmen and twenty-four common- 
Ns council men; and has returned burgeſſes to parlia- 
i. ment from the twenty - ſixth of Edward the firſt : 


and in the ſecond of Edward the third, I find this 
memorable certificate filed to the writ of ſummons. 


The Town of ISW IS H. 


bonors & rendences. Pour ceo ſeign. que noſtre dit 
ſeign. le Roi nad guares manda brief al Vieſcounte de 
Norfs. & de Suffs. a fair venir Chivalers Citevis (© 
burgois des Contez avanditz a ſoun parlement a North- 
ampton que as trois ſememes de paſcb. & nos al maunde- 
ment que nos unit del dit vieſcont lui certefiaſmes due- 
ment des nouns de cels quelleuz avoins deftre al dite par- 
lement naſtre ville ſuſdite, ſelonc la forme del brief avant 
dete; & coment que le dit vieſconte eit certefie la court 
de noftre reſpouns. ou noun. Nous que preſts ſuſmes en 
taunt que nous poovis ſuffiire a obeyr as maundementz 
de neftre ſeign. liege euſi que de droit ſuſmes tentz vous 
tertifioms ſeres, que de noftre comun aſſent avois tluz 
nous comburgois Geffrei Stare, & Chriſtophre deſtre par 
noftre dite ville al parlement avaundite; a fair & a 
conſentir a quant ques buſoignes ſuſdites per le comun 
counſell del Roialme a vendra deftre order, a ſuppliaunt 
humblement a vous treſcher ſeign. que nous ditz com- 
burgios pur noſtre ville ſuſdite en la fourme avant dite 
et ceſte noſtre breve per noftre comun reſpons. vous pleſe 
recevoir ; ſires Dieu vous doint grant honoura et bone 
vie. 
And in the 28th of Henry the ſixth, the bailiffs 
return eligi fecimus in præſentia Johannis Caldewell (et 
tredecem aliorum nominatorum.) (See the return in the 
Appendix) et aliorum multorum burgenſium et reſiden- 
tium ville predifie juxta formam ſtatuti nuper inde 
edit. et provis. Thomam Bonton et Jobannem Smith. 
The memoirs ſubſequent I have met with, are 
theſe. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of William Thompſon, 
of the Middle Temple, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, 
that the petitioner was a candidate at the laſt elec- 
tion for this borough, and duly elected: yet Sir 
William Barker, by indirect practices, to procure 
himſelf elected, hath prevailed on Mr. Francis 
Coleman, bailiff of the ſaid borough, to return him, 
contrary to juſtice: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 31. Ordered, that it be reported on Monday 
morning next. 

Feb. 3. Mr. Freeman reported the matter, as it 
appeared to the committee, as follows, 

The poll was —for Sir William Barker 258, for 
the petitioner 235. | 

That the petitioner's counſel alledged, this bo- 
rough is a corporation by preſcription: and to 
prove it, read a charter of confirmation of their 
privileges, granted by King John to the burgeſſes of 
this borough. 

For Sir William Barker it was alledged, it was a 
borough by preſcription. 

The petitioner's counſel admitted the right to 
be in the bailiffs and freemen : but queſtioned, whe- 
ther the out-freemen by redemption, who were not 
reſident at the time of being made free, had right 
to vote. | 

By the town-book it appears, that out- freemen 
have always been made: that the portmen, com- 
monalty and freemen at large, have voted in elec- 
tions, without diſtinction, among the freemen ; and 
the contrary doth not appear; and it appears, they 
voted for the petitioner to be recorder of the bo- 
rough. 

And Sir Charles Bloys, and others, ſaid, they 
had known the borough 40 and 30 years; and 
there never was any diſtinction amongſt the free- 
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men : they were all choſe at the great court, and 
pay ſcot and lot: that the out-freemen bear offices, 
and always voted in all elections, as well of the 
town offices, as for members to parliament; and 
were never excepted to. 

The committee reſolved, 

That the right of eleQtion of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough is in the bailiffs, 
portmen, commonalty, and freemen at large, not 
receiving alms. 

That the petitioner's counſel admitted a majority 
for Sir William Barker, 

And Sir William Barker's counſel called witneſſes, 
who proved ſeveral indirect practices in favour of 
the petitioner, by Mr. Gravenor, one of the bailiffs. 

That the petitioner's counſe} proved ſome offers 
made by the friends of Sir William Barker, in order 
to gain votes, but without ſucceſs; except Robert 
Scot, who was made maſter of a veſſel ; and Miller 
was promiſed to be kept from being arreſted, but 
was not. 

The committee reſolved, that Sir William Barker, 

baronet, is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this 

preſent parliament for this borough. 

That the petition of William . elquice, 
is frivolous and vexatious. 

The firſt reſolution being read a Goond time, it 
was propoſed to be amended, by leaving out the 
word “ commonalty,” and inſerting © common- 
* council” inſtead thereof: whereto the houſe 
agreed; and reſolved to agree with the committee in 
the ſaid reſolution ſo amended, viz. 

That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is in the bailiffs, port- 
men, common- council, and freemen at large, not 
receiving alms. 

The other reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe. — And 

Reſolved, that William Thompſon, eſquire, do 
make ſatisfaction to Sir William Barker, for the 
coſts and expences he has been put to, by reaſon of 
the ſaid petition. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of Richard Richard- 
ſon, ſerjeant at law, and Orlando Bridgeman, eſ- 
quire, was read. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petition be 
heard at the bar, to-morrow three weeks. 

15th. Ordered, that the hearing the matter of 
the ſaid petition be on the 31ſt inſtant. 

31ſt. The houſe proceeded to the hearing the me- 
rits of the ſaid election; and the council were call- 
ed in: 

And the petition of Richard Richardſon, ſerjeant 
at law, and Orlando Bridgman, eſquire, was read. 

And ſeveral witneſſes wete examined on the pe- 
titioners part, touching the undue making of ſeve- 
ral freemen, at ſeveral great courts held for this 
borough 15th June, 7th Auguſt, 25th and 28th 
September, 1711; which were inſiſted not to be 


duly conſtituted for want of one or more portmen 


preſent; and alſo at ſeveral petty-courts. 
And the petitioners counſel deſiring, that before 
they proceeded to give evidence as to other matters, 
the ſitting- members counſel might proceed to give 
evidence, and be heard as to theſe matters: the 
counſel on both ſides were heard: and it was 
Reſolved, that che counſel for the ſting-members 
do now proceed to give evidence concerning the con- 
ſtitution of the great courts of this borough ; and 
what are the eſſential parts thereof. 


Mr. Speaker acquainted the counſel with the ſaid 
reſolution. | 
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And ſeveral witneſſes were examined, touching 
theſe matters : 

And Mr. Nathanael Burridge, the town-clerk of 
the ſaid borough, being called to be examined, and 
the petitioners counſel objecting againſt his teſtimo. 
ny, and deſiring that they might produce evidence, 
why he could not be admirted as a witneſs : 

Reſolved, the petitioners counſel be admitted to 
give evidence, why Mr. Burridge ſhould not be exa- 
mined as a wi 

And Mr. Speaker acquainted the counſel with the 
faid reſolution. _ 

Whereupon a witneſs was examined ; after which 
Mr. Burridge was examined, and other witneſſes 
were examined : 

And. the charter of ihe rit of King John read, and 


other evidence given. 


Reſolved, that portmen are an effential contlice- 
ent part of the great court at Ipſwich ; without which 
"06 being preſent, the ſaid court cannot be 


td, to proceed to-morrow. 

April 1, 1714. The houſe proceeded in the hear. 
ing of the ſaid petition, and the counſel being called 
in, Mr. Speaker acquainted them with the reſolution 
of the houſe, paſt yeſterday ; and ſeveral witneſſes 
were examined, and the court-books read, touching 
the perſons who were alledged to be made free, 
at the great courts held for this borough, without 
any portmen preſent ; and alſo, at the petty courts, 
without having firſt manifeſted their rights at the 

courts. 

Reſolved, that the perſons voted freemen, at 
the pretended great coutts held in the corporation 
of Ipſwich, the 15th of June, the 7th of Auguſt, 
the 25th and 28th September 1711, without any 
portman preſent, have not right to vote for members 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough. | 

After which Mr. Thompſon, one of the ſitting- 
members, was heard in his place, and ſaid, he 
would not give the houſe any farther trouble ; for 
ſince the freedom of thoſe perſons had been difal- 
lowed, he admitted the peticioners had a majority of 
votes, and he withdrew. 

Reſolved, that William. Thompſon is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

After which Mr. Churchill was heard in his place, 
and withdrew. 

Reſolved, that William Churchill, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Richard Richardſon, eſquire, ar- 
jeant at law, is duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Orlando Bridgeman, eſquire, is 
duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

And the return was ordered to be amended. 

Feb. 21, 1716. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for the electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough, in the room of Sir 
William Thompſon, knight, made ſollicitor ge- 
neral. 

May 24, 1726. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for the electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, in the room of Sir 
William Thompſon, knight, made curſitor - baron 
of his Majeſty's court of Exchequer. 
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IVELCHESTER. 


1 is the ſhire town of the county of So- 
merſet, whoſe right of ing members of 
00 Reg. parlia commenced in the 26th of Edward I. 
% and continued to the 34th of Edward III. and then 
ceaſed, as Mr. Prynne writes, until the 12th of Ed- 
ward IV. After which it intermitted until 1621, 
when it was reſtored ; from whence I ſhall ſer down 
ſuch memoirs as I find authoriſed. 

March 26, 1621. Sir Robert Phillippes tendereth 
a petition from the borough of Ilcheſter, within the 
county of Somerſet, for ſending . 

Mr. Chancellor of the duchy: — Againſt med · 
dling with chis.— Sir George Moor: To refer this 
to the committee of privileges. Mr. Pymm : 
That the commonwealth hath an intereſt in this, 
and therefore fit to examine it, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
_ in the Exchequer - chamber. this after- 


9 Sir George Moor from the com- 
mittee for privileges, for Ilcheſter: Till Henry 
V. ſent burgeſſes. Upon queſtion, Ilcheſter to ſend 
burgeſſes. And a writ for it. 

Feb. 13, 1640. Upon Mr. Maynard's report 
from the committee for privileges ; it was reſolved 
upon the queſtion, 1. That the election of Sir Hen- 
ry Berkeley and Mr. Hunt for the town of Ilcheſter, 
in the county of Somerſet, is void ; in regard that 
due notice was not given to the electors: and that 
a warrant do iſſue forth under Mr. Speaker's hand, 
directed to the clerk of the Crown in Chancery, for 
electing two burgeſſes to ferve for ne fn 
the preſent parliament. 

Feb. 5, 1661. Serjeant Charleton zeponted "og 
the committee of privileges and elections, That Mr. 
Robert Hunt, having preferred his petition againſt 
the election of Mr. Dunſter, who fits in this houſe 

as burgeſs for Ilcheſter, had not proſecuted his pe- 
tition; and the opinion of the committer, That 
Mr. Hunt's petition he did: whereto the houſe 
agreed. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Edward Phillips 
and Robert Hunt, eſquires, complaining of an 
undue return of William Stroke and John Speke, 
eſquires, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, in injury of the petitioners, was read: who, 

as they alledge, were duly returned. 

-Qrdered, that it be referred to the committee of 

privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 17 

A petition of William Strode and Jahn Speke, 
eſquires, complaining of an undue return of Ed- 
ward Phillips and Robert Hunt, eſquites, to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for: this borough for that 
the common; ſeal of the ſaid borough was forcibly 
taken from the bailiff of the ſaid borough, and af- 
fixed to the indenture by which the ſaid Mr. Phil - 

lips and Mr. Hunt are returned 3 whereas the peti- 
tioners are returned by the, bailiff, who is the pro- 
per officer capable of making returns, was read. 
| Ordered, that it be teferreid to the committee of 
and elections, to cxamine the matter, and 
report che ſame, with their opinion. | 

April r, 1679. Sir Thomas Meers id 
matter of che ſaid returns, viz. To the writ for 
electing of members for the county of Somerſet is 
annexed an: indenture, dated a0th of :February laſt, 
and made between John Carew, eſquire, high: ſheriff 
« the county of * the one part; and 
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denture, wherein William Strode and John Speke, 


Edward Phillips, knight, and eight * capital 
burgeſſes of the borough of Irelcheſter, of the other 
part z witneſſing, that according to the form of a 
breve to the bailiff and burgeſſes of the ſaid bo- 
rough directed, the ſaid burgeſſes, and others, who 
were intereſted in the ſaid proclamation, in the ſaid 
indenture aforementioned, had choſen Edward Phil- 
lips and Robert Hunt, eſquires, two burgeſſes for 
the ſaid borough; in witneſs whereof, the ſaid bur- 
geſſes had put their common ſeal : and according- 
ly there is a broad ſeal affixed thereto, and ſeveral 
hands ſubſcribed; but the bailiff is neither party to 
the ſaid indenture, nor hath ſet his hand or ſeal to it. 

There is alſo-affixed to the ſaid writ another in- 
denture, dated the ſame day, made between the 
ſaid ſheriff, of the one part; and the bailiff and 
burgeſſes of the borough of Ilcheſter, of the other 
part; witneſſing, that by virtue of a precept from 
the ſaid ſheriff, the ſaid bailiff and burgeſſes, and 
inhabitants of the ſaid borough, have elected Wil- 
liam Strode, eſquire, and John Speke, eſquire, to be 
burgeſſes of Irelcheſter aforeſaid; in witneſs where- 
of the ſaid bailiff, or his deputy, togther with the 
burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, have put their hands 
and feals : to which indenture there is one ſeal af- 
fixed, and over it, Thomas Hillyard, bailiff; and 
upon the fame indenture, Jo. Lockyer, Jo. Slade: 
and on the back, is endorſed many witneſſes to the 
ſigning, ſealing, and deliyery thereof : 

Whereupon, the committee reſolved. that the in- 


eſquires, are returned burgeſſes to ſexye in this pre- 
ſent parlia ment for this borough, is well and duly 
returned, and by the proper officer; and thereupon 
they ought to ſit, as duly returned to ſerve in par- 
lament for che ſaid borough; ankert the houſe 


"March 24, 1680. A petition of Sir William 


Stroude and John Speke, eſquire, ares * 
election for this borough, WAS Teng. - 
privileges and glefions.. to examine and — 
matter, with their qpinin. 

10 June 4, 168 8. A petition of William Strode, el 
quire, touching the election for a borough, was 
read. 

Ordered, chat ir be referredto the committee ofpri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

„Jan. 28, 1688; A petition of William Strode 
and. John Speke, eſquires, complaining of an un- 
due election and return of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this 
preſent con ventipn for this borough, in prejudice of 
the; petitioners, Was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

May 7, 1689. Colonel Birch reported from the 
ſaid committee the matter upon the ſaid petition: 
that the queſtion wWas, whether the petitioners, or 
the ſitting · members, had the plurality of votes of 
thoſe who had right to ele& ? It appeared by the poll 
walken bY the bailiff, there were 

For Sir Edward Wyndham, 58. 
For Mr. Hellyar, 58. 
For Mr. Speke, — 50. 

| | For Mr. Strode, 2 52. 

For the petitioners it was alledged, chat fourteen 
who. voted for the ſitting-members, were not duly 
qualified ; and that the right of election was in 
the inhabitants of the town paying ſcot and lot; 


which: the town called porwallers : and called 
"> Raymond 
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Raymond and Mitchell; who ſaid, that as to ten of 
the ſaid perſons, who polled for Sir Edward Wynd- 
ham and Mr. Hellyar, they were boarders ; and net 
poſſeſſed of any houle, ſo as to be called potwal- 
lers. 

And as 0 t Wen e viz. Thomas Collins, 
he ſaid nothing poſitive; Richard Hoddy was parſon, 
and he paid ſcot and lot, but boarded with one Mr. 
Elborn ; Thomas Abbot was a priſoner, but at li- 
berty at that time, to poll that Henry Light was 
no houſekeeper 'in the borough, but had been head 
bailiff of the ſame. 

Aſhheld ſaid, two were refuſed to poll for Mr. 
Strode and Mr. Speke, who had right, viz, Tho- 
mas Cleve and Richard Marſh. 

For Sir Edward Wyndham and Mr. Hellyar, it 
was inſiſted, that they had a majority by the poll 

taken by the bailiff; and beſides thoſe who polled, . 
twelve others tendered themſelves for Sir Edward 
Wyndham and Mr, Hellyar; and that ſeveral, 
who polled for the petitioners, had no right: and 
called | 

Robert Smith; who ſaid, John Warters, who 
voted for the petitioners, lived in the rown-houſe ; 
and that the perſons, objected to by the petitition- 
ers, polled in former elections, and were ſufficient 
perſons; that ſeveral, who had good votes, ten- 
dered themſelves to be polled for Sir Edward Wynd- 
ham and Mr. Hellyar, and were refuſed; viz. Ray- 
a Bayle, Maſters, and Pavier. 

Daws, Golfar, and Nappier, ſaid, that Bartlet and 
Cheyney, who polled for the petitioners, declared 
they would not give their votes for them, unleſs they 
had money given them for it. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved ; 
That Sir Edward Wyndham, baronet, and Wil- 
liam Hellyar, eſquire, are duly elected burgeſſes, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough : 
whereto the houſe agreed. 

Feb. 13, 1700. The houſe being informed, that 


Samuel Sheppard, eſquire, a member of this houſe, 


hath'been guilty of bribery in ſeveral corporations, 
in order to procure members to be elected into this 
parliament ; 'Ordered the matter to be heard at the 
bar, and the matter to be put in writing. 
15th. The charge, being in writing, was, an 
Mr. Sheppard ard his agents had endeavoured to 
corrupt (amongſt others) the cleQors for this . 
rough. 
_ A petition of Sir Francis Wyndham, 1. 
ronet, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, Sir 
Philip Sydenham, baronet, and James Ariderton, 
eſquire, were candidates at the election of burgeſſes 
for this borough ; but that the ſaĩd Mr. Anderton 
did, contrary to a late act of parliament, diſtribute 
and expend money amongſt the electors, by which 
means he hath procured himſelf to be returned in 
prejudice to the petitioner: and praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
Privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
kann. with their opinion. No report appears. 
March 3. Ordered. Mr. Edward Allen, ſerhvith- 
er, and Mr. Glover, do attend this houſe upon the 


11th of March inſtant, when the * againſt Mr. 


Sheppard is to be heard. 
15th. The counſel were called'i in and heard; and 
ſeveral witneſſes heard, touching the election for this 


Borough: in which examination Mr. Edward Al- 


Jen being accuſed,” and ann webe wp ur. 
"ors he was heard; and it wass 
- *2Refolved, that it appears 0 this houſe, that Me. 


Edward Allen, one of n Weber of” a 


Lon; 7 


The Town of IVELCHESTER. 


Eaſt-India company, is guilty of notorious bribery, 


in diſtributing money, in order to procure himſelf 


to be elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par. 
liament for this borough. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Edward Allen be. for 
his ſaid offence, taken into the cuſtody of the ſerjeani 
at arms attending this houſe. 

Reſolved, that upon the examination this day 
had, in relation to the election for this borou gh, 
nothing appears to affect Samuel Sheppard, eſ. 
quire, therein. 

Oct. 24, 1702. A petition of John Webb, eſquire, 
was read ; ſhewing, that at the election of bur. 
geſſes to ſerve in parliament for this borough, there 
were candidates ' Sir Francis Wyndham, baronet, 
who had for him 72 electore, the petitioner, 66, 
and James Anderton, eſquire, had but 28 ; upon 
which the petitioner expected to have been declar. 
ed duly choſen, with Sir Francis Wyndham : but, 
though James Aſhford, the bailiff, 'made no ex- 
ception to any of the ſaid votes at the former elec- 
tion (he being then bailiff alſo) nor upon calling 
over the poll, yet he refuſed to declare the petitio- 
ner, but adjourned till five of the clock in the af. 
ternoon, and hurried to his own houſe, which is an 
alehouſe, and returned to the hall at five o'clock; 
when, by ſome undue means uſed in the mean 
time, he cauſed his clerk to declare Mr. Anderton 
duly elected with Sir Francis Wyndham, and then 
adjourned again to his own houſe ; and about an 
hour after: — proclamation, and diſmiſſed the 
court, as he called it, ſaying, he would make the 
return at his pleaſure; and (as he had before ſaid, 
he would return Mr. Anderton, if he had but five 


votes) accordingly he returned Mr. Anderton, in 


wrong to the petitioner: and praying &c. Alſo, 
A petition of John Burford, and others inhabit- 


ants, and legal voters, of and for this bofough, was 


read ; ſhewing, that Sir Francis Wyndham, and John 
Webb, eſquire, were duly choſen burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough; but the bailiff hath 
unduly returned Mr. James Anderton with the ſaid 
Sir Francis Wyndham; the ſaid bailiff having often 
declared, he would return Mr. Anderton, right or 
wrong, if he had but five votes: which undue re- 
turn is in prejudice to the petitioners, and the legal 
voters of the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered theſe petitions to be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, to examine and 
report the matter, with their opinion. 

Jan. 20. Ordered, the reports from the commiit- 
tee of privileges, which are now ready, be made on 
Tueſday morning next. 4 

-26th. hu apr gh reports be madeon Thur: 
day next 

28th. Mr: Bromley the marrer, contern= 
ing the clottzoa'for this — vi: 

That upon the poll the numbers were, for Sir 
n 74 Mr. Webb 66, Mr. Ander- 
ton 282 

"Thar the right of cleftion was agreed to be in the 
bailiff; capital burgeſſes,” and inhabitants not receiv- 
ing alms : that the petitioner having ſo great a ma- 
jority, hia oounſel inſiſted, that it was from the par- 
tiality of the bailiff, who had acted contrary to his 
duty, he was not returned: that it was affirmed, 
and not contradicted, that at the time of the elec- 
tion, ſume objections had been made to ſeveral of- 
fered to vote, and they were refuſed; but none to 
any who were admitted: that after the poll ended, 
the bailiff adjourned to his own houſe (an alehouſe) 
and, after ſome hours, — br" 


clared 


er lte ce 


clared Mr. Anderton duly elected; and the bailiff, 
being then aſked his reaſon for it, made anſwer, 


he could look through an iron grate :: that the bai- 


lif, a fortnight or three weeks before, declared, 


he would return Mr. Anderton, right or wrong; 
though he had but five votes : that there was a pre- 
tended ſcrutiny, after the election, made at the bai- 
liff's houſe, where no perſon was preſent on behalf 
of the petitioner. 

Gillet ſaid, that the bailiff, the night before the 
election, declared, he was to have 100 l. to return 
Mr. Anderton, and ſecurity for his charges ; and 
that, if he had but four votes, he would return 
him: that Edward Cleeve, the gaoler, aſked his 
vote for Mr. Anderton; and calling his wife, ſhe 
gave him two guineas in a paper. He ſaid, he did 
not vote for Mi. Anderton, but Mr. Webb; be- 
cauſe Mr. Anderton promiſed him three guineas, 
and two guineas, at two former elections, but did 
not pay him : that Cleve voted for Mr. Webb and 
Mr. Anderton. 

It was anſwered by Mr. Anderton's counſel, 
that the - bailiff had done his duty; for though 
Mr. Webb had the majority, as ſet forth upon the 
poll, yet, upon the ſcrutiny, which was demanded 
in the hall, upon a ſuggeſtion, that moſt of Mr. 
Webb's voters were obtained by bribery and corrup- 
tion, there was plain bribery proved upon ſo many of 
the petitioner's votes, that when they were taken off, 
Mr. Anderton had the majority; and accordingly, 
the bailiff conceived he ought to make the return. 
To prove this, was called 

John Winter ; who ſaid, he was preſent at the 
election, and a ſcrutiny was demanded in the hall, 
upon a ſuggeſtion of bribery. in the petitioner ; 
and thereupon the bailiff adjourned to his houſe. 
He ſaid, Burford was concerned for Mr. Webb, and 
defired . him to write to Mr. Anderton, that if he 
would ſend 50 J. he ſhould be returned with the 
petitioner. 

Cheny ſaid, a little before the election he went 
to the petitioner's houſe, with fifty or ſixty others ; 
and the petitioner propoſed to them to give them 
two guineas apiece, but ſome inſiſted on three gui- 
neas : that he went a ſecond time, with ſix others ; 
and the petitioner ſaid, he hoped they were all his 


friends, and he would ſend the money; and Cox 


and Mather were choſe to receive it. 

Mary Cleeve ſaid, one Simcox, a ſervant to 
the petitioner or his mother, in May laſt, brought 
100 l. to her houſe, and left it under a bed; and after- 
wards Thom, Smith and Burford came, and deſired 
her to put it up by two guineas in a paper, and give 
it to ſuch as had votes; and ſhe did give ſuch pa- 
pers to ſeventeen, at the ſame time defiring their 
votes for the petitioner ; that Smith took account 
of the money, with the names of thoſe ſhe gave it 


to; and Smith gaye two guineas to one Hopkins; | 


and Smith and Burford ordered her to deliver the 
remainder to Andrew Sherlock. 
Sherlock owned, he received the money from 
Mrs. Cleve; and ſaid, he gave two guineas apiece 
to ſeventeen others, to vote for the petitioner : tho? 
he after ſaid, he was ordered to give them the 
money without ſaying any thing; and gave an ac- 
count of what was done to Burford and Cleve. 
"Sherlock voted for Sir Francis Wyndbam and the 
petitioner. 855 

Cleve ſaid the ſame as his wife, about bringing 
the money, and the directions of Burford and 
Smith; and ſaid, Sherlock gave Burford an account 


or ſi others, according to Burford and Smith's di- 
rections; and it was then owned to be, to vote for 
the petitioner. 

Taſwell ſaid, he aſked Sudd why he would not 
vote for Mr. Anderton; who anſwered, they were 
poor; and muſt vote for him who would give 
moſt. 

In anſwer to the gley or ſixty going to the peti- 
tioner's houſe, was called 

Crawford; who ſaid, his maſter ſent him to 11- 
cheſter, to forbid their coming; but that night 
about ſixty came thither : that he could not ſay, he 
was preſent always; but he heard no promiſe of any 
money. : 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That James Anderton, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That John Webb, cules, hath been guilty | of 
notorious bribery, in order to procure himſelf to be 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That Thomas Smith, eſquire, an agent for the 
ſaid Mr. Webb, has been guilty of notorious bri- 
bery, in order to procure the election of a burgeſs 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough. 

That John Burford, agent for the {aid Mr. Webb, 
hath been guilty of notorious bribery, in order to 


9 
— 


procure the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parlia- 


ment for this borough. 
All which reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that John Webb, eſquire, be, for his 
ſaid offence, committed to the cuſtody of the ſerje- 
ant at arms, 

Reſolved, that Thomas Smith, eſquire, be, for 
his ſaid offence, committed to the cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms. 

Reſolved, that John Burford be, for his ſaid of- 
fence, committed to the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 
arms, | 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that James 
Aſhford, late bailiff of this borough, hath been 


guilty of arbitrary and illegal proceedings, in the 


late election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for 
this borough. 


Ordered, that the ſaid James Aſhford be, for his 


faid offence, committed to the cuſtody of the ſerje- 


ant at arms attending this houſe. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of William Bellamy 
and Giles Hayn, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 
at the laſt election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parlia- 


ment for this borough, the petitioners, Edward Phi- 


lipps, and James Johnſon, eſquires, were candidates: 
that Mr. Philipps and Mr. Johnſon, by bribery, cor- 
ruption, and other undue practices, procured them- 


ſelves to be returned burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, 


to the injury of the petitioners, who were duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned in their 
ſtead : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petition be 
heard at the bar on the 15th day of January next. 

Jan. 10. Ordered, that Mr. Bellamy have leave 
to withdraw his petition. 

May 17, 1711. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of Samuel Maſham, eſquire, made cofferer of the 
houſhold. 

June 12. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, for 
electing a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough, in the 


room of Edward Phillips, eſquire, made comptrol- 
of thoſe he diſtributed to ; and gave himſelf to five le 


ler. of the Mint. 
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| | March zo, 1715. A petition of Sir James Bat 
man, Knight, and Edward Philips, eſquire, was 
read ; ſhewing, that the petitioners Were C 
for the faid borough : that the petitioners were du — 
choſen by a great majority, and ought to have 
returned; but one Thomas Smith, — him - 
ſelf bailiff of the ſaid borough, confederating with 
one John Palmer and John Winter, two pretended 
burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, took upon therti- 
ſelves to return William Bellamy and John Hop- 
kins, eſquires, to the prejudice of the petitioners : 
and that the ſaid Thomas Smith cauſed ſeveral un- 
neceſſary adjournments, after the poll had been 
duly taken, and the majority declared; and made 
the return in a clandeſtine manner ind other in- 
ſtances of partiality, to obſtru the return of the 
petitioners : and praying 3 

A petition of the inhabitants, electors, and vot- 
ers, of and in the faid borough, was read; ſhew- 


ing, that at the election for the faid borovgh, Sit 


James Bateman, knight, Edward Phillips, eſquire, 
William Bellamy, eſquire, and John Hopkins, eſ- 
quire, were idates : that at the fuld election the 
— were admitted to poll "for the ſaid Sir 
ames Bateman, knight, and the ſaid Edward Phil- 
lips, eſquire, who had a great majority of votes, 
and ought to have been returned accordingly 3 but 
one Thomas Smith, taking upon himſelf bailiff of 
the faid borough, and row $1.00 with John Pal- 
mer, late bailiff, and John Winter, a pretended bur- 
geit, did, by illegal practices, return 8 faid Wil- 
llamy and John Hopkins, ires, to the 

hn Þ of the petitioners ; and praying &c. 
Ordered, that 2 faid petitions be referred to 
the committee of priyileges and elections, to ex- 
amine the matter thereof, und to report oy + fine, 
with thelr opinion. * W 

18, 1722. A tion of Th A8 Paget 

ar Ng, As, un Kal; Og thas 
Willizm — and Panel Moore, eſquires, 
8 er with the petitioners, were candidates at the 
f to ſerve bf parliament for borough : 
ta John Lockyer, who acted as bailiff of che 190 
irs: MS K. in behalf uf the faid Mir. 
Moore, did refuſe to accept * 2 
ow legal votes, that offered to poll on _ f 


the Petitionen; and did accept *6f che votes bf fcye⸗ 


ral perſons, to be polled for the fad Mr. Bortotiftis m 
and Mr. Moore, who Had no n And 3 
corruption, and other illegal ow des, he ald M 
Borroughs and Mr. Moore procured themſelves 

be retutned as members fe. che fald nite Ie 
2 judice to the Petitioners: 97 and praying . 


A petitidn of John Paliner, Folin Cor, and Heß 
ry Leveridge, on behalf of themſelves and Uivets 
others, who have a right to vote füt menibers f 
patliament for the faid borough, was read; he- 
ing, that Thomas Pagett, William Bellamy, Da- 
niel Moore, and William Borroughs, eſquites, Pete 
NN for metnbers of parllament for the "ſaid 

LE that John Lockyer, Who adted às 

faid borough, did, bn taking the poll, re- 


| ha ſeveral of the petitioners, who were good Votes, 


and offered to vote for the ſaid Mr. Pagett and 
Mr. Bellam ; and did admit of ſeveral perſons, 
that had no right of voting, for the ſaid Mr. Moote 
and Mr. Borroughs: and the ſaid John ckyer 


was guilty of very great parriality, and ille 


Practices, and did take upon him to feturn 


aid Mr. Moore and Mr. Boroughs; Which is 
greatly to the prejudice of the petitioners, ad th 
2 


The Towns of IVELCHESTER and KEELINGTON. 


. and praying 


Giles; thee u Wi penn be Nüsse © 
the committer of privileges and elections, to ex- 
amine the matter thereof, and to report the ſame, 
with cheir opinion. 

Nov. 23. Ordered, leave be given to withdraw 
e 

Dec. 5th. Ordered a warrant for 4 new writ, 
for electing a burgefs to ſerve for this borough, in 
the root of William Burroughs, ae aphng 
ditor of the accounts of the duties on leather. 


iin or CALLING TON. 


YHIS borough, ſituate in the county of Corn- 
wall, was never repreſented in parliament, 
until the 27th of Queen Elizabeth. Of its manner Wil, 
of election, and matters (in that reſpect) relating 745.1; 
theteto, I have met with theſe. 

Oct. 28, 1680. A petition of William Coryton, 
ye mg was read, touching che election for chis bo- 


Meet en de bebe to che committee of privi- 
letzes and elections, to examine ant! report the mat- 
tet, with thelr opinion. 

May 23, 1685. A petition of Samuel Rolls, eſ- 
quite, was fead; complaining of the undue election 
and return of Sit 33 4 ſerve in this 
preferit pattiarient for borough, in the cdu 
of Devon; in injury of the petitioner, who © 
duly el and ought to have been returned. bat i: 

Reſolved it be teferred to the committee of privi- Con, 
lege 1hd election, to eramüne and report the mar- | 
32 their 6pirtion. 


| Jute 2. A an of Samuel Rolls, eſquire, 
tauching the © dg fot this borough, in the county 
of Devon, Wis 1 


Ordkted, Unt the lad ation be referred to the 
commirtee for. rivileges and elections. 
Ach. that the Clerk of the Crown do at- 
tend with the retura for this borough to-morrow 


4 ig, ie dlerk of the Crown attending, he was 

called in, and produced the return for this borough 

whey it appeared, that Sir John Corryton, one 

6f the preſeht burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, was 

15 ayor of the "ſaid borough at che time of the 
On; 

And a- motion being made, That a new writ do 
5 M u f another burgeſs to ſerve in 
this preſerit *patTiatnent for this borough ; and the 
houſe being; moved, chat he is ſick in Cornwall; 

"Otteted, that Mr. Speaker do write to Sir John 
Gtyron, . the ſaid matter; and requiring 

before ſuch bew writ do iſſue. 

Nov. 17. 4 bo that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his 
wattant to the leck of the "Crown, to make out a 
new writ for the election of a Burgeſs, to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this Borough, in the 
room of Sir John Corryton, ho was mayor of the 
aid bôroügh ar the time of his election, and the 
Wee 6fficer +6 make the return, and returned 


Oct. 19,1582, n petition of Darel Trelawney 
and George Harriſon, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
at at tlie te ben of burgefſes'to ſerve in patlia- 
ment for this borough,. Thomas Lutwich and Tho- 
we Coppleſtöne, eſquires, and the petitioners, were 
e candidates: that ſeveral perſons were admittrd to 
poll for the faid Mr. Lutwich and Mr. Coppleſtone, 


Who had no right to vote; atid ſeveral perſons, duly 
qualified 


qualified to vote, and offered to poll for the pe- 
titioners, were refuſed; and ſeveral unwarrantable, 
and illegal practices were made uſe of, on behalf 
of the ſaid Mr. Lutwich and Mr. Coppleſtone, in i 
order to procure them to be elected, in prejudice of 
the petitioners: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of the ſeveral perſons, whoſe names 
are thereunder written, electors for repreſentatives 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough, was read ; 
ſhewing, that at the election for repreſentatives * 
the ſaid borough, Thomas Lutwich, Thomas Cop- 
pleſtone, Darel Trelawney, and George Harriſon, 
eſquires, were candidates; and the ſaid Mr. Tre- 
lawney and Mr. Harriſon were duly elected by a 
majority of lawful eleftors : notwithſtanding which, 
James Tillie, eſquire, preſiding as portreve of the 
ſaid borough, did, with a deſign to ſubvert the 
rights of the ſaid borough, and the antient method 
of election, refuſe to admit the votes of ſeveral of 
the petitioners, and other legal voters, who ten- 
dered their votes for the ſaid Mr. Trelawney and 
Mr. Harriſon ; and admitted ſeveral to vote for 
the ſaid Mr. Lutwich and Mr. Coppleſtone, who 
had no right to vote, and hath returned them ac- 
cordingly ; whereby the petitioners are much ag- 
grieved : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter thereof, 
and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 10, 1723. A petition of the ſaid Darel Tre- 
lawney, eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the laſt 
election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the 
ſaid borough, Thomas Lutwich and Thomas Cop- 
pleſtone, eſquires, and George Harriſon, eſquire, 
and the petitioner, were candidates : that ſeveral 
perſons, who had no right to vote, were admitted 
to poll for Mr. Lutwich and Mr. Coppleſtone ; 
and ſeveral that were qualified, for the petitioner, 
were refuſed ; and divers other indirect and cor- 
rupt practices, in their favour, were uſed, in pro- 
curing them to be elected and returned; and they 
are returned, in prejudice of the petitioner, who 
was duly eleRedyz and ought to have been returned: 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion, 


KENT. 


Thus county is near the metropolis of Eng- 

land, and bounds upon che ocean. It is large 
in circumference, and has been repreſented in par- 

. liament from the 22d of Edward the firſt. It has 
the happineſs never to have had an election contro- 
verted in parliament. but I find, in the 2d of 
Hen. V, there was a diſpute, in regard to the pay- 
ment of wages for knights of the ſhire, and the 
following petition was preſented to the parliament , 
of which, for the ſake of the curious reader, I 
ſhall here inſert. | 


ley. Item, ſupplient les gentils et autres gentz ge tiegnent 
z Jour terres per les ſervices de chivaller deins le Gil. 


dable, en le countie de Kent; 


Que come les gages du chivallers ge viegnent as 
parlamentz pur le dit countee, ne ſont pas levables de 
autres gentæ deinz le dit countee, ſolonc la cuſtume 
Meogues de tout temps dount memorie ne court uſe, 
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ffoonn de ceux ge tiegnent lour terres deins le dit couu- 
tee per les ſervices de chivaller, fibien deins franchiſe 
come de bors. Et ore tarde les viſcountes du dit coun- 
tee facent, lever les ditz gages de chivallers tant ſoul- 
ment de ceux ge teignont lour terres per les ſervices 
de chivailers deins le dit Gyldable en le dit countee, 
et nemy de crux qe teignent lour terres per les ſervices 
du chivallers deins les ditz franchiſes en le countee ſuis- 
dit, encountre launcien cuſtume et uſage advauntdit, 
a graunt anientiſment et damages du ditz ſuppliantz. 
Que pleiſe a naſtre Seignior le Roy erdiner, qe les ditz 
gages du chivallers ſoient de ſore evaunt leves per les 
viſcountes du dit countee, generallment de toutz ceur ge 
tiegnent lour terres per les ſervices de chivaller, fibien 
deins franchiſe come de bors deinz le dit countee for/- 
pris de les fees de chivallers que ſount en les mains de le 
honourable pere en Dieu, lercheveſque de Canterbirs, et 
de les fees des chivallers ge font en les mayns de toutz 
auters Seigniors ſpirituels et temporelx, deins meſme 
le countee ge veignent as parliamentz per autorite des 
breifs noſtre dit treſoveraine Seignior le Roy. 


To which petition this anſwer was returned : 


Seit le flatut ent fait mys en du execution, 


KINGSTON upon HULL. 


HIS borough is ſituate in the county of York, 
Dr. Willis writes, it ſent burgeſſes to parlia- 
ment, once in Edward TI's time; but Mr. Pryne 


writes, it was not until the 12th of Edward II. It B. P. R. 
is a county of itſelf, and the writs directed to theP: 159: 


ſheriff: and in the 38th of Henry VI. I find the 
election was by twenty-five burgeſſes of the borough, 
named in the indenture (fee the indenture in the 
Appendix) after which time, I meet with theſe 


memoirs of the elections and repreſentatives in that 
reſpect. 


1580, Mr. James Dalton, one of the repreſenta- D'Ewe's 


tives for this borough, being incurably ſick, a new 
- Writ in the vacation of parliament was ordered for 
the election of a burgeſs in his ſtead ; alſo the like 
was done for the ſame reaſon in the caſe of James 
Clerkſon, who was ſick, but not incurably. 

March 18. Upon conſideration of the returns 
and defaults : 

Ordered and reſolved, that Thomas Fleming, 
gentleman, being returned into this ſeſſion, and ap- 
pearing in the room of James Dalton, one of the 
burgeſſes for this borough, being incurably ſick and 
diſeaſed, ſhall continue and remain according to the 
return. 

That John Fawcher, likewiſe returned for the 
ſaid town, in the lieu aad ſtead of James Clarkſon 
fick, ſhall be removed from his place; and the 
ſaid James Clerkſon ſhall remain and continue in 
his place, notwithſtanding the ad cauſe of ſick- 
neſs. 

Nov. 28, 1695. A petition of Sir James Brad- 
ſhaw, knight, was read ; ſhewing, that the petiti- 
oner was deſired by a great number of the burgeſſes 
of this borough, to ſerve as one of their burgeſſes 
in this preſent parliament ; and accordingly cender- 
ed himſelf as ſuch, the ſame day that the ſheriff of 
the ſaid town received the writ for the election, at 
the next county-court ; which was about ten days 
after the receipt of the ſaid writ : that to ſurpriſe 
the petitioner, and his friends that intended to vote 
for him, the ſaid ſheriff, to gratify the mayor of 
the town, and ſome aldermen, privately appointed 
the election to be the next morning after the receipt 
of the writ; and though he was acquainted that 

4 K ſuch 
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ſuch notice was not ſufficient, yet he 
to election next morning; where he did not poll ſo 
many by 200, as at other times; although the may- 
or and aldermen then made many freemen, on pur- 
poſe to vote againſt the petitioner, and threatened 
others that intended to vote for him; by which il- 
legal means, the petitioner and the burgeſſes of the 
ſaid town were denied a fair election: and praying 
&c. | | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges, to examine and report the matter, with 
their opinion. | 

Feb. 27. Ordered the report be made on Mon- 
day morning next. | 

March 2. Colonel Glanville reported the matter 
of the ſaid election, as follows; — That the petiti- 
oner inſiſted that this borough, with ſome adja- 
cent towns, being a county of itſelf, the election 
ought to have been at the next county-court after 
the receipt of the writ : and they read a return 1 Ma- 
riæ; whereby it appeared that the writ was directed 
to the ſheriff, and commanded him, Quad fats pro- 
clamation. in prox. com. ville pred. poſt receptionem 
brevis de die et loco; and the counſel for the ſitting- 
members agreed, that had been the form; and re- 
turns had been made agreeable to it, from that 
time to this ; and the preſent writ was ſo. That the 
petitioner called 

Craven; who ſaid, the county-court was adjourn- 
ed from the 7th to the 18th of October. 

Baker faid, the 18th being the anniverſary for 
ſwearing the mayor and ſheriff; after the ſheriff 
was ſworn, the county-court was adjourned to the 
21ſt. . 

Raddehough ſaid, that Anthony Caddy, on the 
21ſt of October, called a county- court, and ad- 
journed it to Monday after: that the county- 
court is kept within the verge of the goal; where- 
fore, 4 a priſoner, he had opportunity of be- 
ing preſent; and that a boy, who was ſervant to 
Hopman, a ſerjeant, was then cryer; and he heard 
the court adjourned, from the 21ſt to the 28th; 
and one Garrard was alſo preſent: that on the 22d 
of October, the ſheriff and two freeholders called 
another county- court, the door being ſhut ; and on 
the next day went to election. He alſo ſaid, when 
he was before the committee, he was diſcharged, and 
borrowed ſeven pounds of one Frame, and 40s. of 
Sir James Bradſhaw ; for which he gave bond to 
pay at Midſummer. 

Mr. Baker ſaid, that at the county-courts the great 
doors into the market place uſed to be open ; but 
now they went up the back-ſtairs: that the day be- 
fore the election he ſaw Sir James Bradſhaw in al- 
derman Ive's ſhop, and then Sir James declared he 
would be a candidate ; that Sir James ſent for the 
ſheriff, and aſked, if he had received the writ? and 
he was anſwered, he had, that morning; and 
would proceed to election next morning: that Sir 
James told the ſheriff, it was not county-court-day; 
and uſed ſeveral arguments not to elect till next 
county-court-day ; but was anſwered, the ſheriff had 
proiniſed the mayor and aldermen, and would keep 
his word: that the mayor came to the election in 
an extraordinary manner, with his mace; and 25 

were made free that morning: that by computation 


the burgeſſes are ſeven hundred; and at this elec- 


tion five hundred were polled: that ſome ſoldiers 

were drawn up before the hall; but could not fay 

this was more than uſual, or that they diſturbed, or 

hindered any from polling. | 1 
For the ſitting- member, 


The Boroughs of KINGSTON and KNARESBOROUGH. 


Mr. Caddy, the under-ſheriff, was called ; whe 
ſaid, that the county-court was adjourned from the 
18th to the 21ſt of October, and from the 21ſt to 
the 22d, when the writ was delivered to the fneriff; 
and that day proclamation was made for the elec. 
tion on the next day; on which day the election was 
made z and from that day the court was adjourned 
to the 28th inſtant. oy 

Mr. Caddy and Mr. Duncalf faid, it was the 
uſual way, when they went to the county-court, to 
go the back-way, as now ; and that the petitioner, 
_ was over, ſaid, the election was 
air: 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, 
1. That Sir William St. Quintin and Charles 
Oſborn, eſquire, are duly elected to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this borough. 

2. That the petition of Sir James Bradſhaw, 
complaining of an undue election for the ſaid bo- 
rough, is vexatious, frivolous, and groundleſs. 

The firſt of which reſolutions was agreed to by 
the houſe, and the ſecond diſagreed. 

Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of Charles Ofborn, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this town, he 
was a candidate, with Sir William St. Quintin and 
Mr. William Maiſters; who by bribes and enter- 
tainments, and other indirect means, procured 
themſelves to be returned, in prejudice to the 
petitioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

June 10,1720. Ordered a warrant for a new writ for 
electing a burgeſs fdf this borough, in the room of 
Sir William St, Quintin, baronet, made vice-trea- 
ſurer &c. of the revenues in Ireland. 
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KNARESBOROUGH. 


4 borough is ſituate in the county of 
| York, and was firſt ſummoned to ſend mem- 


bers to parliament in the firſt year of the reign of wil, 
Queen Mary; from which time it has returned re- 79.8 
preſentatives : the memoirs whereof, which I have 
met with, are theſe. | | 

Mr. Benſon, member for this town, having been 
complained of for granting protections for money; 
it was referred to a committee. | 

OR. 30, 1641. Ordered, that Mr. Reignolds do 
make his report, concerning Mr. Benſon, on the 
Monday following ; who is required then to attend. 
But it was not then called for. 

Nov. 2. Mr. Reignolds reported the caſe of 
Mr. Benſon, concerning ſeveral protections, grant- 
ed by him to divers men, that were not his menial 
ſervants, , in London, Middleſex, Surry, &c. and 
Mr.. Benſon being heard, it was reſolved, 

That Mr, Henry Benſon is unworthy, and unfit 
to be a member of the houſe, and ſhall ſit no longer 
as a member of the houſe. | 

That Mr. Henry Benſon ſhall be forthwith ſent 
for, as a delinquent, by the ſerjeant at arms at- 

Reſolved, the Speaker ſhall iſſue his warrant for 
a new writ, to be directed to the ſheriff of York- 
ſhire, for elefting another burgeſs, to ſerve in his 
ſtead. | | 


That the houſe holds Mr. Henry Benſon unfit, 
and uncapable ever to fit in parliament, or to be 
a member of this houſe hereafter. - 


Dec. 


Dec. 7. The humble peticion of Sir William 
Conſtable, knight, was read. 

| Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that it be referred 
to the committee, formerly appointed to con- 


ſider of Mr. Benſon's miſdemeanors, to take into 


conſideration the miſdemeanors and offences of Wil- 
liam Deerlove, returned as a burgeſs for this bo- 
rough : and this houſe holds it fit, that the faid 
William Deerlove do forbear to ſit as a member in 
this houſe, till the ſaid committee have made their 
report of their opinion to the houſe ; and they are 
to meet to-morrow in the court of Wards, and 
have power to ſend for parties, witneſſes, writings, 
and records. | 

Feb. 22. Ordered the committee, where Mr. 
Reignolds has the chair, to which the election for 
this borough is referred, be revived, as to that 
election; and are to fit on Friday morning next 
in the court of Wards. | 

March 19. Mr. Corbett reported from the faid 


committee, That the committee had met, and 


have paſſed their reſolutions; but Mr. Reignolds the 
chairman being out of town, had left his notes with 
him; to the end, if the houſe pleaſed to give leave, 
he might report the ſame : which the houſe ordered, 
and it is as follows; 

Henry Benſon, late an evil member of the houſe, 
ſerving for this borough, was pur out of this houſe 
for ſelling protections for money; wherein John 
Deerlove, his ſon-in-law, was a ſeller, and maker 
of the bargain : Benſon was alſo ſent for, as a de- 
linquent; but the ſerjeant's man that went for him 
was beaten; and Benſon, who had been an unwor- 
thy member, yielded no obedience to the houſe ; 
but cauſed, or ſuffered himſelf to be reſcued from 
the ſerjeant : | 

That a writ went forth to make a new election, 
this houſe intending to put a better man in his 
place; but Benſon, declaring himſelf that he would 

poſe them that had oppoſed him, did reſolve 
this houſe ſhould have no better man in his room; 
but William Deerlove, his ſon-in-law, who lives 
in . . houſe with him; whom he procured to be 
elected, and returned by thoſe means, and in this 
manner: This borough is a liberty, part of the 
duchy of Lancaſter: Benſon, ten years ſince, pro- 
cured a patent, under the duchy-ſeal, of che baili- 
wick of this franchiſe to be granted to William 
Deerlove for his life ; and by virtue thereof he 
keeps courts, and holds pleas, and hath the return 
of writs within the franchiſes. 

William Deerlove executes this place himſelf as 
head officer; and fat judge in the court on Monday 
before the new election: but having notice of the 
new writ, and the election to be on the Friday fol- 
lowing, William Deerlove makes a deputation, be- 
tween Monday and Friday, to John Deerlove his 
younger brother, an infant, and one that has made 
bargains, and taken the money, for the protections 
fold by Benſon, as did appear here. Upon the 
Friday, Sir William Conſtable, a baronet, and one 
of great eſteem and integrity, was, by many able 
men of the borough propounded and returned to be 
burgeſs; but William Deerlove living in the houſe 
with Benſon, and being their head officer and judge 
for life, prevailed with thoſe that durſt not diſpleaſe 
Benſon, and * that he was choſen by the greater 
number ; and cauſed his brother, whom he had 
made his deputy, to ſerve this turn, to return Wil- 
liam Deerlove, burgeſs, a man of very mean or no 
fortuge or condition. ON: | 

Upon the whole, the committee proceeded to two 


The Borough of KNARESBOROUGH. 


vores : that this return of William Deerlove by his 


| own deputy, made but two or three days before 


the election only for this ſervice, was an undue and 
void return, and ſhould be taken off the file: 

That the ſheriff of the county of York ſhould re- 
turn up the indenture by which Sir William Con- 
ſtable was elected; and that Sir William ſhould be 
admitted to fit as a member of this houſe for this 
borough. 

Upon which report, it was Reſolved, that the re- 
turn of William Deerlove by his own deputy, made 
but two or three days before the election only for 
this ſervice, was an undue and void return; and 
ſhould be taken off the file. 

But no notice was taken of the laſt reſolution in 
regard to Sir William Conſtable ; tho' I find he 
afterwards ſat for this borough. 

Jan. 26, 1688. A petition of Thomas Fawkes, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that William Stock- 
dale, eſquire, is returned for one of the burgeſſes 
for this borough; and that the bailiff hath, as to 
the petitioner, and Edward Viſcount Latimer, made 
a double return ; but that, upon the face of the re- 
turn, it appeareth, the petitioner ought to be the 
other burgeſs to ſerve in the convention for this 
borough. | 

Ordered the ſaid election be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, to examine and 
report the matter, with their opinion. 

28—A petition of Edward Lord Latimer; ſhew- 
ing, that William Stockdale, eſquire, being choſe 
one of the burgeſſes for this borough ; and that the 
petitioner had a majority of votes above Thomas 
Fawkes, eſquire; but yet that Mr. Fawkes hath 
prevailed with the bailiff to make a double return 
of them, in prejudice of the petitioner. 

Ordered the ſaid petition be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, to examine and 
report the matter, with their opinion. 

Match 21. Colonel Birch reported from the com- 
mittee the merits of the ſaid election, as followeth. 

That the borough-men of this ancient borough 
on the 12th of January with an unanimous conſent, 
have freely choſen William Stockdale, eſquire, to 
be one of their two repreſentatives in the convention 
to be holden at Weſtminſter the 22d of January ; 
and the Lord Viſcount Latimer by the majority of 
the antient and new votes, together ; or Thomas 
Fawkes, eſquire, by the majority of the antient 


votes, who had been ſworn in court and * relieved “Sic orig. 


for their borough-houſes according to the cuſtom 
of the ſaid borough, to be the other of the two re- 
preſentatives. | 

That the antient votes for Mr. Fawkes, agreed 
on all ſides to be good, were 25; that of ſuch for 
Lord Latimer were 19; and the new votes trans- 
ferred lately, but otherwiſe good, were 18. 

That the return and petition of Lord Latimer, 
and Mr. Fawkes concerning this election, coming 
in courſe to be heard on the 18th of February laſt, 
was put off till the 4th of March inſtant ; before 
which time Lord Latimer died. And it appearing 
to the committee upon the return, that Mr. Fawkes 
had rwenty-three old votes, and Lord Latimer but 
nineteen, and no petition had been preſented on 
behalf of the borough, they did not think fit to 
grant any longer time: and therefore reſolved, 

That Thomas Fawkes, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent convention for this 
borough : whereto the houſe agreed. 

Reſolved, the bailiff of the ſaid borough do attend 
this houſe to amend the return, 

| v March 
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The Borough of KNARESBOROUGH and County of LaxcASInE. 


March 24, 1689. A petition of Thomas Fawkes, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
burgeſſes for this borough, William Stockdale, eſ- 
quire, and the petitioner, were unanimouſly elected; 
and accordingly the bailiff made his return but 
the bailiff, though the petitioner was duly choſen, 
and by the return expreſſed to be elected, inſtant 
% major partem burgenſium ;” yet afterwards, contrary 
to his duty, he made another return of William 
Stockdale, and Henry Slingſby, wherein theſe words 
are omitted: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

April 2, 1690. A petition of Sir Henry Slingſby, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that he was duly e- 
lected for this borough, but that Thomas Fawkes, 
eſquire, is returned in his ſtead : and praying re- 
lief &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

May 10. Ordered to be reported on Thurſday 
next. 

17th. Mr. Grey reported from the committee 
the caſe, as it appeared to them concerning r 
election; 

That the queſtion was, whether Mr. Fawkes or 
Mr. Slingſby were duly returned and elected; that 
Mr. Fawkes had twenty- two. and Mr. Slingiby 
twenty voices. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the burgage- holders. 

That the poll was for Mr. Fawkes 22, Sir Henry 
Slingſby 20 voices. 

That upon examination it appeared to the com- 
mittee, that Mr. Fawkes had moſt qualified voices : 
whereupon they reſolved, 

That Thomas Fawkes, eſquire, is duly returned 
and elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough : which reſolution being twice 
read, was agreed to by the houſe; and the return 
ordered to be amended. 

Dec. 22, 1711. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs in the room of Robert Breſly, 
eſquite, made a commiſſioner for keeping the privy 
ſeal. 

March 29, 171 5. A petition of Henry Slingſby 
and Cyril Arthington, eſquires, John Clark, Ri- 
chard Andrews, John Clark, joyner, and Leonard 
Pickerſgill, in behalf of themſelves and other bur- 
geſſes of the ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, that 
at the election of members for the ſaid borough, 
the petitioners, together with Henry Coot and Ro- 
bert Hitch, eſquires, were candidates; the petitio- 
ners had a majority of legal votes, but John Fleſher 
pretending to be the bailiff, and having taken upon 
himſelf the execution of the precept for the ſaid 
election, has returned the ſaid Mr. Coot, and Mr. 
Hitch as duly elected, who had no right; and re- 
fuſed the petitioners, who had a right and ought ro 
be returned: and the ſaid Fleſher, to ſerve the ſaid 
Mr. Coot and Mr. Hitch, ſome time before the ſaid 
election took upon him, without authority, to impa- 
nell a jury of thirty burgeſſes, the greateſt number 
he knew to be in the intereſt of the ſaid Mr. Coot, 
and Mr. Hitch; all which proceedings of the ſaid 

Fleſher, highly tend to the prejudice of the 2 
ners: and praying &c. 
© Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 


1 county is in the northern part of the 


Feb. 4. Ordered leave be given to withdraw the 
ſaid petition. 
April 20, 1726. Onjered a wanrint for a new writ 


for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of Richard Arundel, made a . of the Yorks, 


LANCASHIRE. 


kingdom, and returned knights of the ſhire 
to parliament 22 Ed. I. In the 34th of Edward zRey 
the third, the writ of ſummons dated the 2oth vg | 
November, for a parliament to be holden at Weſt. 82 
minſter, on the Sunday before the converſion of St. 
Paul, was directed to Henry Duke of Lancaſter, or 
his deputy, who made this return. Henricus Dux 
Lancaſtriæ fic reſpondet. Nomina militum ad reſpon- 
dendum, faciendum, & conſentiendum in preſenti par. 
liamento prout idem breve * pro communitate difti 
ducatus Sc. 
In the 25th of the "a reign, the King pa. :; 
created Henry Plantagenet, his kinſman, Duke of? 264. 
Lancaſter, and granted him for term of his life, all! 
the privileges of a palatinate within the ſaid county. 
He died 1361, and in the year following, the King 
created John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter. — And Rot. pe- 
in the goth year of his reign (in full parliament)” We 
(as Lord Coke writes) the King erected the county Co GA 
of Lancaſter a county palatine, and honoured the 209 
Duke of Lancaſter therewith for term of his life. 
In the firſt patent is this clauſe. Et eft intentiones 
noſtre, quod idem dux ad mandata noftra et heredum 
noſtrorum ad parliament. et concilia noftra duos milites 
pro communitate comitatus prædidt. et duos burgenſes pro 
quolibet burgo ejuſdem comitatus &c. (See that patent 
at large, and alſo the extract of the other in Ap- 
pendix.) This clauſe ſeems ſomewhat remarkable, 
as there were knights of the ſhire and burgeſſes re- 
turned for many years before. * ® Vide 
The returns from the 26th of King Edw. the firſt, Keg 
to the 33d of Edward the third, are of knights for gk Reg 
the county, and burgeſſes for Lancaſter and Preſton : — 
for the firſt of theſe boroughs there are 13, and for 10 — 
the latter 36 returns, within this ſpace of time; B. P. 
but in the gth and 12th of Edward the third, che) 
return is, Non eft aligua civitas neque burgus in Balliva Ib. 
mea.—In the ſame 12th and 2oth years of that 
King, Non ſunt aliguæ civitates vel burgi in balliva mea. 
Or in com. pred—In the 36th of Edward the third, Et 
non eſt aliqua civitas nec aliquis burgus infra com. pred. 
unde cives ſeu burgenſes venire debent ſeu ſolent prout 
brevis iſtud reguirit.— In the 38th of the ſame King, 
Et non ſunt aligui civitates ſeu burgi infra com. de qui- 
bus aliqui crves ſeu burgenſes ad dictum parliamentum 
venire debent ſeu ſolent, propter eorum debilitatem 
ſeu paupertatem.— In the 39th and 43d years of the 
ſame King, the returns are to the ſame effect. But 
in the 46th, the return is in theſe words, Non ſunt 
cives negue burgenſes in balliva mea qui ad parliamen- 
tum Domini Regis aliquo tempore venire.conſueverunt.— 
In the 7th of Edward the third, Non ſunt 'aliqui cives 
ſeu burgenſes in balliva mea,—In the goth year of this 
King, Nulli ſunt cives neque burgenſes rom. pred. qui ad 
— Domini Regis venire ſolent nec poſſent, 
propter eorum debilitatem et paupertatem. 
After this the county became a duchy by the 
patent aforeſaid. 
And in the 2d of Richard the ſecond, the return 
is, Et non ſunt aliqui cives aut burgenſes in ducatu 
pred. qui ad aliguod parliamentum venire ſolebant, oY 
ter corum paupertatem et debilitatem. 


;th 


39 


5. Richard I Non ſunt aliqui cives et burgenſes 
in ducatu pred. qui ad aliquod parliamentum venire ſo- 
lebant propter eorum paupertatem. 

In the 7th Richard II. Er in ducatu pred. non ba- 
betur civitas neque bufgus unde cives frve burgenſ. ad 
liamentum venire conſueverunt. 

The 15th of the ſame King to the ſame effect, — 
propter eorum paupertatem et debilitatem. 

And in the indentures 2, 7, 27, 28, 29 Hen. . 
there is this clauſe; Et quia non eſt aliqua civitas, 
neque burgus in com. pred. qui eligerunt cives aut bur- 
genſes propter eorum paupertatem temporibus retroac- 
tis mittere ſolebant. Or, unde aliqui cives vel burgenſes 
unquam ante bæc tempora ad atliquod parliament. prop- 
ter eorum paupertatem et debilitatem venire ſolebant, 
ideo de civibus et burgenſibus infra hanc indenturam non 
fit mentio. Other returns of the 7, and 25,27, 28, 33 
H. VI. differ bur little from this form. 


oikegiſt. But I find in the 36th year of King Edward III. 


there was a conteſt concerning the election of 
knights of the ſhire; as appears by the following 
memorable writ, concerning the expences and elec- 
tion of the ſaid knights, to examine concerning the 
elections in a full court. The firſt writ was iſſued 
to the ſheriff, whoſe deputies (being the perſons re- 
turned and concerned) concealing the writ, and yet 
levying the expences contrary to it, the King up- 
on information iſſued a ſecond writ to the Juſtices 
of the peace of the county, to examine and certify 
to him in chancery the dueneſs of the election; and 
ſuperſeded the levying of their expences, as the writs 
following ſhew. 


Rex vic. Lancaſtr. ſalutem. Quin ſuper eleftione 


fatia de militibus pro communitate com. prædicti pro 


ultimo parliamento noſtra in com. predifto venientibus 
maxima altercatio facta exiſtit, nos ea de cauſa volentes 
fuper electione pradifia plenius certiorari, tibi preci- 
pimus, quod habita in pleno com. tuo ſuper electione 
predifla cum militibus et aliis probis hominibus de com- 
munitate difti com. deliberatione et informatione diligen- 
tibus utrum, dix. Edwardus Laurence, et Mattheus 
de Riſbeton, qui in brevi noſtro de parliamento.,pre- 
difto tibi directo retornati fuerunt, pro militibus dicti 
com. electi fuerint, an alii; et ſi per deliberationem ei 
informationem hujuſmodi inveneris ipſos de communi aſ- 
ſenſu totius com. pred. pro milit. dicti com. electos fu- 
ifſe tunc hab, fac. eiſdem Edwardo et Mattheo decem 
et odo lib. et ſexdecim ſolidos pro expenſis ſuits venien- 
do ad parliamentum prædictum, ibidem morando, et ex- 
inde ad propria redeundo, videlicet, pro quadraginta et 
ſeptem diebus ; utroque prædictorum Edwardi et Lau- 
rentii capiente per diem quatuor ſolides : et fi ali pro 
militibus ejuſdem com. electi fuerint, tunc nos de nomini- 
bus illerum ſub figillo tuo in Cancellaria noftra reddas 
certiores, hoc breve nobis remittens. Tefle Rege apud 
Wiſtm. 17 die Nov. 


Per ipſum R.gem. 


Rex dilectis et fidelibus ſuis Godefr. Foleiambe et ſo- 
ciis ſuis cuſtodibus pacis in com. Lancaſtr. ſalutem. Cum 
nuper pro eo quod ſuper eleftione, c. ut ſupra uſque 
ibi redderet certiores, et tunc fic. Ac jam intellexerimus 
guad prædicti Edwardus et Laurentius qui locum tenen- 
tes dicti vic. exiſtunt, et returnum brevium noſtrorum 
com. predifti faciunt, breve noſtrum prediftum penes 
fe retinent, et executionem aliquam inde hactenus facere 
non curarunt, et nichilominus vadia illa indics levari 
faciunt in noſtri deceptionem manifeſtam, nos volentes 
bujuſmodi deceptioni - obviare, vobis mandamus, quod 
prox. ſeſſione veſtra vocatis coram vobis militibus et aliis 
frobis bominibus ejuſdem com. et alios quos noveritis 


evocandos, diligentem informationem et inquijitionem [1+ 
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per premiſſis capiatis, et de eo quod in hac parte invene- 
ritis nos in Cancellaria naſtra ſub ſigillis veſtris, vel al:- 
cujus veſtrum diſtincte et aperte, fine dilatione reddatis 
certiores, hoc breve nobis remittentes, Teſte Rege apud 
Weſtm. 12 die Feb. PTY 

Per ipſum Regem. 


Upon theſe writs Mr. Prynne remarks as fol. 


lows. 


1. That the King in that age, not the commons 
houſe, examined and determined all diſputable and 
undue elections complained of, this being the firlt 
of that kind I have met with. 

_ 2dly. That knights unduly elected, returned, 
if their elections be complained againſt, and not 
decided fitting the parliament, ſhall not receive 
their expences from the county, by the King's 
writs, till the legality of their elections be fully ex- 
amined, and decided by the King. 

3dly. That the King may cauſe their elections to 
be examined by ſpecial writs iſſued to the ſheriff, or 
to juſtices of peace in his default, to enquire 
of and certify the legality of their elections, and 


ſuperſede the levying of their expences, till full exa- 


mination and deciſion of the dueneſs of their elec- 


tion by the teſtimony of their electors, and of the 


whole county, in manner aforeſaid. 


The return 2 H. V. will be found at large in the 
Appendix, as will the charter and act of parliament 
beforementioned. I meet with no further memoirs 
relating to the election until ſince the reformation; 
when theſe which follow do occur. 

March 19. 1678. A petition of William Spencer, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue election and re- 
turn of Peter Bold, eſquire, as knight of the ſhire 
for this county, in injury of the petitioner, who was 
duly elected, and ought to have been returned, was 
read. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

Oct. 20, 1722. A petition of Sir Henry Hough- 
ton, baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
tion of knights of the ſhire, to ſerve in parliament 
for this county, the petitioner, Richard Shuttle- 
worth, eſquire, and Sir John Bland, baronet, were 
candidates : that Sir John Bland, who joined inter- 
eſt with Mr. Shuttleworth, appeared with great num- 
bers of perſons, not legal freeholders, to vote at the 
ſaid election: that the agents and voters of the ſaid 
Sir John Bland did in a very riotous and illegal 
manner, inſult and intimidate the legal voters who 
appeared to poll for the petitioner. It was with 
great difficulty the high ſheriff of the ſaid county 
could ſupport the authority of his court and pro- 
ceed in the poll : that ſeveral hundreds who had no 
right to vote, did preſume to take the freeholders 
oath, and voted for the ſaid Sir John Bland: that 
great numbers by bribery and other illegal practices 
were prevailed upon to vote for the ſaid Sir John 
Bland : that by theſe unwarrantable proceedings the 
ſaid Sir John Bland is returned in prejudice to the 
petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the commirtee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 
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314 The Town of LANCASTER and Borough, of LANCESTOUN. 


LANCASTER Town. 


T's is the capital or ſhire town of its coun- 
ty. It was made a borough by King Henry 
Brady 46. II. confirmed by John Earl of Moreton and Lan- 
caſter (See the extract of the charter in the Appen- 
dix) and returned members to parliament in the 
4th Reg. 26th of Edward I. and ten times after, between 
1021, that time and the end of the 33d of Edward III; 
Willis, after which it ceaſed until King Edward VT's time, 
1749. 29. when it was reſtored. The reaſon given by the ſhe- 
riff for not ſummoning it, appears in -his returns 
B N for the county. The manner of its reſtoration 
203, | doth not appear, nor are there many memoirs 
relating to its elections or repreſentatives in that 
reſpect. | | 
May 30, 1685. A petition of Charles Lord Bran- 
don, touching the election for this town, was 
read : 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 


LANCESTOUN alias DUNHIVID, 


HIS borough (called alſo Dunheved) is ſitu- 
Brady,44. ate within the county of Cornwall. It was 
made a borough by Richard, brother of King Hen- 
ry III. (who was by that King created Earl of Corn- 
Willis, wall in the 15th year of his reign). Its preſent go- 
2 Vol. 18. vernment is by a mayor, recorder, and eight alder- 
men; eſtabliſned by charter of Queen Mary, 1555. 
[See extract of the charter in the Appendix] It re- 
turned burgeſſes to parliament 26 Edward I., and 
has ſo done to this time. I meet with no me- 
moirs of its elections before the Reformation; ſince 
which ra, the journals of the houſe of commons 
contain theſe following. a 
May 15, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this borough; That Thomas 
Gewen and Edw. Elliot, eſquires, are returned by the 
proper officer; and the opinion of the committee, that 
they ought to ſit till the merits of the cauſe be de- 
termined : whereto the houſe agreed. 
June 29. Mr. Turner reported from the ſame 
committee, the caſe upon the double return for this 
borough ; that upon examination of the fact it ap- 
peared to the committee, that Sir John Cloberry, 
who by the name of John Cloberry, eſquire, is re- 
turned in one of the indentures, had a greater num- 
ber of voices than Edward Elliot, eſquire, who is 
one of thoſe returned in the other indenture ; which 
was alſo admitted by the ſaid Mr. Elliot; and that 
the committee were therefore of opinion, That Sir 
John Clobery is duly elected and ought to fit : 
Whereto the houſe agreed. | 
March 4, 1711. A warrant for a new writ for 
electing a burgeſs in the room of Francis Stoble, 
made receiver of the tin-farm, in Cornwall. 
March 30, 1715. A petition of, Sir William 
Pendarvis, knight, and Charles Statham, eſquire, 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter there. 
of, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 15. Ordered leave be given to withdraw the 
ſaid petition. 3 5 

March 27, 1716. A motion was made that the 
Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the clerk of the 
Crown, to make out a new writ for the electing a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, 
in the room of John Anſtis, eſquire ; to whom her 
late Majeſty granted the office of Garter principal 
King at Arms after the death of Sir Henry St. 
George, who is now dead. 

Ordered, that the letters patent by which the 
ſaid office is granted to Mr. Anſtis, be laid before the 
houſe, 

28th. The houſe being informed, that the ſaid 
letters patent have been delivered to the clerk 
the houſe. f 

Ordered them to be read. which being done, 

A motion was made, That the Speaker do iſſue 
his warrant to the clerk of the Crown to make out 
a new writ for the electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in 
this parliament for this borough, in the room of 
John Anſtis, eſquire, to whom her late Majeſty 
granted the office of Garter principal King at Arms, 
after the death of Sir Henry St. George. 

And a debate ariſing thereupon, 

Ordered it to be conſidered on Friday ſeven- 
night. | 

But it was never called for, nor the matter deter- 
mined, until . 

Dec. 7, 1717. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve for this borough in 
the room of John Anſtis, eſquire, who hath ac- 
cepted the office of Garter King at Arms. + 

Oct. 19, 1722, A petition of Thomas Smith, 
eſquire, and John Willes, eſquire, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that the petitioners were candidates at the elec- 
tion of members to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 
rough ; that they had an undoubted majority of le- 
gal votes, and ought to have been returned; not- 
withſtanding which, Nicholas Herle, eſquire, may- 
or of the ſaid borough, hath returned Alexander 
Pendarvis, eſquire, and Dr. John Freind, to ſerve 
for the ſaid borough, though guilty of corrupt and 
illegal practices: and praying &c. 

The houſe being acquainted, that the ſaid peti- 
tion was delivered to the clerk of this houſe, with- 
out Mr. Smith's privity or conſent : 

Ordered the ſaid petition be rejected. 

A petition of the major part of the inhabitants 
within this borough, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the 
ſaid borough ; the candidates were, Alexander Pen- 
darves, eſquire, doctor John Freind, Thomas 
Smith, and JohnWilles, eſquires ; that the right of 
election for the ſaid borough is in the freemen, and 
thoſe who have ſerved legal apprenticeſhips with free- 
men of the ſaid borough, and no others; that Mr. 
Smith and Mr. Willes had the majority of legal 
votes, and were duly elected; yet the mayor of the 
ſaid borough, contrary to the rights and privileges 
of the petitioners, did take upon him to return the 


was read; ſhewing, that the petitioners were can- ſaid Mr. Pendarves and doctor Freind, in manifeſt 
| didates at the laſt election for this borough, and wrong to the petitioners : and praying &c. 
the petitioners had a majority of legal votes; not: - Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of et va 
| withſtanding which Thomas Bennet, mayor of the privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- quiet 
ſaid borough, by illegal and unwarrantable practices, of, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 


*Query hath returned Edward Herle and *Joſhua Anftis, A petition of John Willes, eſquire, was read ; ceſſas 
| John. eſquires, to the prejudice of the petitioners : and ſhewing, that the petitioner was a candidate at the with 
L praying &c. | © election of members to ſerve in parliament forthe ſadd with 
| | | Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of borough ; and he had an undoubted majority of legal five | 


a : I votes; 
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yotes; and ought to have been returned; notwith- 

ing which, the mayor of the ſaid borough hath 
returned Alexander Pendarves, eſquire, and doctor 
John Freind ; and the ſaid mayor was guilty of ſe- 
veral illegal practices: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. 

Jan. 10, 1723. A petition of John Willes, eſ- 
quire, the ſame in ſubſtance as the laſt, was read ; 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to cxamine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opi- 
. March 13. Ordered the report to be received, on 
Tueſday next. 

17th. Mr. Gybbon reported according to order, 
the matter as it appeared to the committee of the 
faid election: | 

That the right of election was controverted. 
That the petitioners counſel inſiſted, that this 
borough was firſt incorporated in the time of Philip 
and Mary; that the right of election was founded 
on their charter, which incorporated the mayor and 
cight aldermen, all named to be inhabitants : and 
gave power to them, or the mayor part of them, to 
admit inhabitants to be burgeſſes, or freemen ; 
which are ſynonymous terms in the charter, 

That the right of election is in the mayor, al- 
dermen, and freemen, being inhabitants at the time 
they were made free, and not receiving pay of the 
pariſh. 

The ſitting- members counſel infiſted, that this 
was an antient borough; and before their charter 
ſent members to parliament time out of mind ; 
that the charter confirmed all their antient rights 
and privileges z and neither did, nor could alter the 
right of election, which was in the mayor, alder- 
men, and freemen, ſworn before the mayor and 
aldermen, or the major part of them, whether ſuch 
freemen were inhabitants, or not, at the time of 
admiſſion, and who do not receive alms, or charity, 
from the pariſh. 

That the charter is dated the 15th of February 
in the ſecond and third years of Philip and Mary; 
which conſtitutes, and grants, that the borough, or 
town of Dunheved alias Launceſton, ſhould for the 
future, for ever, be a free borough; and incorpo- 
rates the burgeſſes thereof per nomen major. et com- 
munitat. burgi de Dunheved alias Launceſton ; and 
erects, eſtabliſhes, and creates them a body corporate 
and politic, to have perpetual ſucceſſion by that 
name. 

The firſt mayor and aldermen are named to be 
inhabitants ; all their antient rights, cuſtoms, and 
privileges are confirmed; except their election of 
portreves, who are aboliſhed by this charter. | 

The power granted by this charter to elect free 
burgeſſes, is in the following words: Concedimus 
præfat majori et comunitati ditti Burgi de Dundeved 
alias Launceſton, et ſucceſſoribus ſuis, quod iidem major et 
communitas pro tempore exiſten', una cum aldermanis 
ejuſdem burgi pro tempore exiſten', five majore parte 
dictorum alderman', de cetero elegere et admittere poſſint 
et valeant tot et tales de diſcretioribus, probioribus et magis 
quiet, viris et inbabitant. prædicti burgi fore et eſſe burgen- 
ſes et liberos homines ejuſdem burgi, quot et quales eis ne- 
ceſſar. five oppor tunos de tempore in tempus fore videbitur; 
with a power to remove for offences committed 
within the borough, aliquem burgens' liberor” bominum 
live inhabitantium burgi; and at diſcretion in their 


ſtead, to admit other inhabitants, fore liberos homines 
five burgens', burgi. 

And the clauſe of electing of burgeſſes to parlia- 
ment in the following words; Concedimus. prefat. ma- 
Jori et communitati et ſucceſſoribus ſuis quod fint et 
erunt in didto burgo duo burgenſes parliamenti noſtri et 
bered' noftrorum et ſucceſſor” noftrum prafat. Regine ; 
ſuodgue praditt. major et communitas in difto burgo de 
Dunbeved alias Launceſton et ſucceſſores ſui quotiens et 
ſuandocumque parliamenti, noſtrorum h.ered', et ſucceſſor* 
noſtre prefat' Regin. æ ſummoniri, inchoari ſeu convo- 
cars contigerit, habeant et habebunt poteſtatem, aut hori- 
tatem et facultatem eligend', et nominand' duos diſcretos 
et probos viros fore burgenſes parliamenti noſtri et he- 
red” et ſucceſſor” noſtrorum præfat. Regine pro eodem 

0, 

The ſitting- members counſel inſiſted, that the 
preſcriptive right was evident, from the whole tenor 
of the charter; which began with recitals by in- 
ſpeximus, of no leſs than eight ancient charters 
granted by former Kings; viz. Edw. VI. Henry 
VIII. Henry VII. Edw. IV. Henry V. Henry IV. 
Richard II. and Richard Earl of Cornwall; all 
which charters, and all grants, liberties, and cuſ- 
toms contained therein, and all antient privileges 
and immunities, whether by grant, cuſtom, . or 
preſcription, are confirmed by this charter of Phi- 
lip and Mary, except the election of portreve: 
and they produced copies of the following re- 
turns; viz. 

4th Sept. 1 Marie, by the mayor of the bo- 
rough of Launceſton, and burgeſſes of the ſame 
town. 

11th Sept. 1 Marie, by the mayor and burgeſſes 
of the Dunheved burgh. 

1ſt Oct. ad and 3d Phil. & Marie, by the may- 
or of the town and borough of Downehevot, and the 
burgeſſes of the ſame borough. 

14th Nov. 26 Eliz. by the mayor of the town 
and borough of Downehevid and other burgeſſes. 

4th Oct. 30 Eliz. by the mayor and burgeſſes of 
the borough of Dunheved alias Launceſton. 

22d Oct. 16 Car. by the mayor and free bur- 
geſſes of the borough of Dunhevid, alias Laun- 
ceſton. 

They alſo offered to prove the foreign burgeſſes 
had joined in returns to parliament, ſince the char- 
ter of Philip and Mary; which the petitioners coun- 
ſel admitted to have been done in, and ſince the 
reign of King James II. But inſiſted that the fo- 
reign burgeſſes had no right; and that this charter 
of Philip and Mary was the firſt charter of incor- 
poration of this borough, and the only charter un- 
der which the burgeſſes acted; and obſerved, that 
all precedent grants, or charters therein recited, 
were only grants or charters of confirmation of 
privileges, and none of them charters of creation or 
incorporation. 

The counſel for the ſitting- members called 

William Warren and Benjamin Vigors; who ſaid, 
they knew, in all elections for fifty years paſt, the 
out- freemen voted, and were never objected to; 
though . . . did not live in the corporation at the 
time they were made free. 

Wakeham ſaid, that he knew, for thirty years 
paſt, the out-freemen voted without objection ; tho 
many of them never lived in the corporation : 
that he ſerved his clerkſhip with Mr. King, the 
town-clerk ; and had heard him ſay, his father and 
grandfather, who were town-clerks before him, had 
often informed him, that out- burgeſſes ever voted, 
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and were always allowed to be as good votes as the debt, 13 Anz, and the outlawry was not reverſed. 
in-burgeſſes : that he hath heard ſeveral of the in- John Carpenter and Kingdon faid, that Samuel 
burgeſſes, who were very antient men, and are ſince Ball gave his vote for Mr. Pendarves and doctor 
dead, often declare, when they were met together, Eliot : that they heard him very plain, and he went 
that the out and in-burgeſſes enjoyed the ſame pri- away without voting, or naming any one elſe: and 
vileges ; and the out · burgeſſes were never denied Carpenter ſaid, that doctor Eliot lives about ten 
voting, in the memory of man: and particularly, miles from the borough 3 but Kingdon did not 
the agents for Sir William Pendarves, in his election know him. n 
in the year 1714, inſiſted on the right of the out- To prove a right of freedom by ſervitude, and 
burgeſſes to vote: but owned, he was not at the to add five to the petitioner's poll upon that foot, 
poll. was called 
In anſwer to this, it was ſaid by John Carpenter, William Stokes; who ſaid, he was aged ſixty- 
he was at Sir William Pendarves' election: that ſeven years, and had known the town all his life: 
Sir William did object to the out-burgeſſes : that that the antient uſage always was to admit to free- 
he took the poll, and marked the out-burgeſſes as dom perſons, who had ſerved ſeven years appren- 
they came up, but did not take down any of them ticeſhip to freemen in the borough ; and he gave 
upon Sir William's poll: but ſaid, he could not an inſtance of one in the year 1684, who being re- 
tell whether they were taken in the poll, or not, fuſed, brought a mandamus againſt the mayor; and 
by the town-clerk, who took the poll for the thereupon the corporation, after adviſing together, 
mayor. admitted him; and, after that, none were denied, till 
The committee reſolved, of late, that the corporation have taken upon them to 
That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve refuſe all but their own party, and to ſwear thoſe they 
in parliament for this borough, is in the mayor, admit never to be againſt the mayor and aldermen. 
aldermen, and freemen, being inhabitants at the Thomas Kingdon and Robert Pearſe ſaid, it had 
time they were made free, and not receiving pay of always been uſual to admit to freedom, perſons thar 
the pariſh. had ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip ; and there was 
The poll was, for the ſitting-members, each, 43, never any refuſal of ſuch, till the late difference 
for the petitioner —— 25. about members of parliament: and Pearſe faid, 
The petitioner objected to twenty voters for Mr. upon an election, 24 years ſince, the mayor ad- 
Pendarves, and twenty-one for doctor Freind; and mitted to freedom, perſons that would promiſe to 
ſaid, they ſhould add five to the petitioner's poll, vote as the corporation would have them, and re- 
Seventeen of theſe objected to, for not being in- fuſed all others. 
habitants at the time they were made free; and That five perſons, that the petitioner would add 
twelve of them were admitted to be ſuch, viz. Ni- to the poll, on this right by ſervitude, were Carew 
cholas Medland, Chriſtopher Bedford, John Clarke, Tingcomb, John Gudding, Shadrach Gewen, Ni- 
Thomas Ching, Edward Elliot, Ely Foſter, Ri- cholas White, and Daniel Eyme. + - : 
chard Granvill, Sir Nicholas Morrice, Stephen Shar- The indentures of their apprenticeſhip were pro- 
ſell, John Snowden, John Wood, and WilliamWeb- duced, and alſo their ſeven years fervitude to free- 
ber. | men in the borough; and John Carpenter ſaid, 
William Stokes and Robert Pearſe ſaid, that they all offered to vote for the petitioner ; and he 
Hugh Pyper, eſquire, never lived in the borough, knew four of them had demanded their freedom 
but always at Chriſt-Marrow, which is out of the ſeveral years before the late election. | 
borough ; and lived there during his mayoralty. Henry White ſaid, he knew Nicholas White had 
That John Roberts, clerk, was not an inhabit= demanded his freedom of two mayors. 
ant at the time he was ſaid to be made free; but Stokes ſaid, that Tingcombe had often demanded 
lived then at his cure, ſix miles from the borough. his freedom of the corporation, and was always re- 
Stokes ſaid, that John Bennet was not an inha- fuſed, becauſe he was not of the right party, and 
bitant when he was made free, but had left the town for no other reaſon ; for he produced his indenture, 
ſeveral years before. and they all knew of his ſervice. : 
Chriſtopher Kingdon ſaid, John Ratteabury did That it had been uſual for the grand-jury to 
not live in the borough, till a year after he was preſent perſons, who had ſerved ſeven years appren- 
made free. ticeſhip, for not taking up their freedom; and up- 
Henry White ſaid, that Arthur Porter, who mar - on ſuch preſentment they were admitted, or amerced 
ried the daughter of Mr. King, the town- clerk, was for their refuſal. 
made free after his marriage, whilſt he ſojourned The ſitting - members counſel denied, that ſervi- 
at Mr. King's; and never was an inhabitant. tude gave a right to freedom in this corporation, 
John Tith, and others, ſaid, that John Abbot, other than for exerciſe of trade, and enjoyment of 
whoſe vote is ſet down for both the ſitting · mem · particular liberties and immunities ; but not to vote 
bers, was brought deſperately ill into the town-hall for members of parliament, which depended upon 
by two perſons in their arms; and being aſked by the charter, as before ſtated; and inſiſted, by the 
the town-clerk, who he voted for? and not anſwer- ſaid charter and conſtitution of the borough, the 
ing upon the ſaid demand, Hoſkins, who ſupported admiſſion of freemen is perfectly diſcretionary in 
him, ſaid, he was taken faint, and could not ſpeak; the mayor and aldermen, who may admit, or re- 
and they took particular notice of Abbot, then fuſe, as they pleaſe. 
looked in . . . . face, and was poſitive he did not The petitioner's counſel agreed, the mayor and 
ſpeak, nor did his lips move ; and was carried a- aldermen had a diſcretionary power to admit inha- 
way faint, and died within three days after. bitants who were not entitled ; but denied, they 
John Carpenter, overſeer of the poor in 1722, could exclude ſuch as had a right, by ſerving appren- 
ſaid, Robert Squire received pariſh-pay, and wore ticeſhips. 
the pariſh-badge, before, and at the time of the The counſel for the fitring-members called 
election; and has done ſo ever ſince. | Will. Warren; who ſpokefor g; years paſt; and ſaid, 
It appeared, James Wakeham was outlawed for that the conſent of the mayor, and majority Hg 
| 3 ; - 


Di eg gf. 8 3 168 TFeRELD Lig + ARTE Fiir 


IS FF R BETS. 


8.0 


aldermen, were neceſſary to admiſſion to freedom; 
and that there was no right acquired by ſervitude, 
or otherwiſe; nor any ways to gain freedom, but by 
conſent of the corporation: that he was born in the 
town, and was eldeſt fon of a freemam ; but could 
never be. admitted, becauſe the major part of the 
aldermen would not conſent, though ſome did. 
Benjamin Vigors, William Warren, and John 


Wakeham : the two firſt of which ſpoke for fifty 


years paſt, the other for thirty; and ſaid that they 
never knew, or underſtood, that any perſon had a 
right to freedom by birth or ſervice ; and gave in- 
ſtances of both forts. refuſed within ſeven years 
paſt: that the corporation told thoſe, who claimed, 
there was no right, but the admiſſion was in the 
mayor, and majority of the aldermen, for the time 
being; and faid, neither of the five. perſons, who 
the petitioner would add to his poll, appeared, or 
demanded to be polled at the election; though, af- 
ter all the voters preſent had voted, three proclama- 
tions were made at different times. 

To qualify five of thoſe who were excepted to, 
Benjamin Vigors ; who ſaid, he remembered when 
Mr. Piper came from Plymouth to live in this bo- 
rough, about thirty years ago: that he lived in the 


town with his family, at his own houſe, when he 


was made free; and alſo during his mayoralty, 
which was about ten years after. | 

That Arthur Porter lived in the town with his 
father-in-law Mr. King, when he was made free; 
which was @ year after he married Mr. King's 
daughter: but owned, he was not preſent when ei- 
ther of them were admitted, and ſpoke only by in- 
formation received in thoſe years ; the firſt of which 
he ſaid was thirty, and the other twenty, years ſince ; 
but could not tell the King's reign. 

That he was preſent when Mr. Roberts was ad- 
mitted, about nine or ten years ſince : Roberts was 
then uſher to the miniſter of the town, and lived 
with him in his houſe. 

Warren and Wakeham ſaid the ſame; and War- 
ren ſaid, he was preſent when Porter was admitted. 

Laurence ſaid the ſame, as to Roberts' inhabit- 
ancy ; and ſaid, he was admitted with him. 

Vigors, and three others, being ſeverally exa- 
mined, ſaid, Abbot voted very diſtinctly for the 
two fitting-members, by name; but ſpeaking low 
the firſt time, was bid to ſpeak louder ; which he 
did, loud enough for the whole court to hear him. 

That Ball being aſked his vote, ſaid, he voted for 
Mr. Pendarves and doctor John Elliot; and imme- 
diately, in the ſame breath, ſaid, I mean doctor 
Freind. 

Webber took the poll for the mayor; and Lau- 
rence ſaid, there was no ſuch candidate as doctor 
John Elliot; nor did he ever hear of any ſuch 
man. 

Warren ſaid the ſame, as to Abbot. 

To diſqualify ſix of the petitioner's voters; viz. 
William Spry, Richard Carpenter, Nic. Lark, 
Jacob Elliot, George Welſh, and Henry Hayne, 
they. called * 

Vigors and Warren; who ſaid, Spry was admit- 
ted, when he was no inhabitant, about thirty years 
ſince: that he lives at Taviſtock; never was an in- 
habitant in the borough; and only came thither on 
market -days to a ſhop he reſerves in his own houſe, 
wherein his father lived. _ 

Wakeham ſaid, he was preſent when Richard 
Carpenter was made free about twenty years ſince : 
that he wrote down his admiſſion ; and that he then 
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lived at Graveſend, where he now lives, about a 
quarter, or half a mile out of the borough. 

Degory Beauford ſaid, that Nicholas Lark was 
admitted to freedom, about twelve years ſince, at 
the Queen's arms : that as he came out of the 
room, he told the witneſs there was only the may- 
or and two aldermen preſent, who he named ; 
and he ſaw the mayor and the ſaid aldermen 
come out of the room, and no one elſe was there; 
and at that time there were eight aldermen living, 
beſides the mayor. 

James Wakeham ſaid, he heard Lark own the 
ſame, upon his being objected to. He alſo - ſaid, 
Elliot, ſome time before the election, deſired him 
to write down his name for the ſitting- members; 
ſaying, he would vote for them: and alſo Elliot 
ſaid, that Stokes had put him to twenty pounds coſt 
unjuſtly ; and if the incorporation would repay it, 
he would vote for them, and never vote againſt 
them: that after the election, he told him, he had 
been ſatisfied for his twenty pounds; that he had it 
for his vote from the managers ; which he appre- 
hended he meant the managers for the petitioner ; 
viz. Nicholas Lark and Chriſtopher Kingdon, who 
were named in that converſation between Elliot and 
him; but did not ſay from which he had it, only 
he had it of the managers. 

Vigors ſaid, Welſh has, for five years paſt, re- 
ceived the charity-money and-gloaths, which is an- 
nually diſtributed by the corporation to the poor at 
Chriſtmas : that there-are ſeveral gifts diſtributed, 
at divers times of the year, and that Walſh has his 
part with the others; but could not tell whether 
he received any thing of the overſeers: that he heard 
the overſeer ſay, he paid Henry Hayne weekly pay 
five or ſix years ago. It appeared, Hayne was 
outlawed the 4th of Queen Ann, which is not yet 
ſet aſide. | 

The petitioner, in reply, inſiſted, 

That Lark's being admitted by a minority of the 
corporation, was inſufficient ; for, in caſes of right 
to freedom, the mayor acted not judicially, but 
miniſterially ; and that it was his duty to admit, 
and not needful to have a majority of the corpo- 
ration; which was requiſite in the judicial capacity, 
when it was by election where there was no right: 
And 

Henry White ſaid, Lark ſerved his apprentice- 
ſhip with his father, who was a freeman; and for 
twenty-five years paſt had been ſo, and voted at all 
elections. 

Pearſe ſaid, Carpenter was made free thirty years 
ago, ſeveral years before he went to Graveſend: that 
he then lived with his mother at Launceſton, and has 
voted at many elections of mayors. 

The committee then reſolved, 

That Alexander Pendarves, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

That John Freind, M. D. is not duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That John Willes, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

The ſaid three reſolutions, with the reſolution re- 
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lating to the right of election, were ſeverally read 


twice, and agreed to by the houſe. 
And the return ordered to be amended. 
May 23, 1726. Ordered a warrant to the clerk 
of the Crown, to make out a new writ for electing 
a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of John 
4 M Willes, 
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The Comnty of LEICESTER... 


Willes, eſquire, who hath aerepe che ohe of f. 
cond juſtice of Cheſter. - | 


LEICESTERSHIRE. 


1 county is in che inland part of this king- 
dom, and ſent members to. arliament from 
the firſt returns of Edward the I meet with 
nothing remarkable, relating to its elections, till 
after the Reformation: 2 the following memoirs 
occur. 

Feb. 7, 1620. Sir G Moor reported, from 
the committee of privileges and elections, for the 
knights of Leiceſterffire ; where, after the procla- 
mation and writ read, the choice of Sir George 
Haſtings, made by 1250, and Sir Henry Haſtings, 
and Sir Thomas Beaumond, queſtioned about being 
choſen. The ſheriff adjourned the meeting till two 
of the clock that afternoon, where thoſe two gentle- 
men were again choſen; as teſtified by the certificate, 
and by the under-theriff, preſent with the commit- 
tee. Againſt this Sir Thomas Beaumond, preſent, 

objected many of the eleftors copyholders ; and Sir 
George no inhabirant in the county, nor freeholder, 
to his knowledge ; and that force uſed to with- 
hold ſome on the other part, by found of drum 
and ſtaves. That the indenture, ſealed by ſeventeen 
of the principal electors, and the under-ſheriff, the 
high-fheriff made a return of Sir Thomas Beau- 
mond. The committee fully reſolved the firſt re- 
turn for Sir George and Sir Henry to be certified ; 
and the ſheriff to be ſent for, and to abide the cen- 
fure-of 'the houſe.To be proceeded on no far- 
ther now. 

8th. Sir George Moor proceeded :—Sir Thomas 
Beaumond returned knight for this county : that 
the Theriff retaineth the indenture, for election of 
Sir George and Sir Henry Haſtings: that Sir Tho- 
mas Beaumond deſireth to be heard by counſel. 
Mr. Levins: Nov reſteth upon matter in fact; 
wherein no cauſe for counſel. 

Sir Gyles Mompeſſon : — That at the committee, 
Sir Thomas Beaumond ſtood upon matter of law. 

Sir Edward Coke : = Honourable gentlemen on 
both parts. The committee have done gravely, 
Concurreth prima facie with them. —For by divers 
acts of parliament in it, wiſheth he may be heard 

by his counſel, wa toe Tawyere may be prepared 
to anſwer. 

Sir Samuel Sands':— Clearly for Sir George, a 
freeholder there: that this excluſive proviſion of 
the ſtatute (the practice having been contrary) may 
exclude many worthy members of the houſe w— 
Not to have it farther diſputed. 

Sir Edward Montague: — That Sir George, his 
couſin german; yet, being judges, to hear him by 
his counfel. 

Mr. Alford: Not to hear him by his coun- 
ſel. 

Sir Edward Sackvilte : = That the point of non- 
reſiancy hath been here determined; therefore"the 
precedent to be fought for. 

Sir William Cope: Not to refuſe to hear him 
by counſel. 

Sir George Moor, accordant.— Never heard de- 
nial of counſel, when prayed. 

Upon queſtion, ordered to hear him by dan. 
in the houſe, to-morrow morning. 

Sir H. Withrington That the high#hetiff, Ae 
-under:theriff, may be fent-for, to attend there then, 
with both the returns; and x "the fawyers do de 7 


for co attend then. 


I 


.  *entum mdofforam; wherein, three ſhort acts made, 


gth. Counſel for, and againſt Sir Themas Beay. 
mond's election, called ro the bar :— They directed. 
by Mr. Speaker, to ſprak only to matter of law; 
and to ſpeak only to the choice af a knight of the 
ſhire, nd att Duo Wale the 
power of the houſe in examining returns. 

Sir L. Hyde, for Sir Thomas. Beaumond :—— That 
am election for « knight of the ſhire, not zeſlen; 
at the day of ſummons, void in law, and as if no 
choice: 1 Hen: V. 8 and ag Hen. VI. As good 
chuſe a dead man, as one didabled by a& of parlia- 
ment to be choſen; and the pain after hindereth it not. 

Mr. Herenden :— That Sir Thamas Beaumond 
returned a knight. and only he; ich not to be 
n 
riff's return 

Here Mr. Speaker cut him of. 

Sir Thomas rel and eee 
ther Sir George, by 1 Hen. V. or 8 or 23 Hen. VI. 
made i No words in the ftarure to make 
the election void. The fheruff no judge, but this 
houſe.—Statute 23 Hen. VI. that the ſheriff ſhall 
take bonds in his name; but that hath a farther 
proviſion, chat if any bonds taken otherwiſe, the 


fame ſhall be void : but not fo here. — A man not 


faid to be refiant, only where he cateth and ſleepeth, 
but where he hath lands in his manurance.--- jeffry's 
caſe, parechianus , Sir George 300 l. per aum in 
that county: the uſe thus None ever rejotted for 
that cauſe: no ſuch preredent, eg no ſuch law. 


Mr. Holt. : The proper queſtion, Whether the 


theriff*s return of Sir Thomas Beaumond good ?— 
The ſheriff judge of the number of voices, but not 
of ability or diſability ; ergo, his return naught.—Sir 
Thomas not elected in time, for Sir 
George elected at the hour appointed. 

Mr. Speaker demandeth of Sir L. Hyde, how the 
practice hath been, in this caſe, in this houſe, ſi- 
thence the ſtatute ? 

Sir L. Hyde replieth : — Lin any Temov- 
ed for this cauſe in all his time; nor-ever heard it 
queſtioned : and yet thinketh, divers worthy gentle- 
men, not reſient, have ſer ved. That the ſtature, 
1 Hen. V. hath no penalty; therefore would be idle, 
if the choice ſhould not be void. 

Mr, Speaker ;—— That the words are in the affir- 
mative; Such as be refiant ſhall be choſen,” —— 
They diſmiſſed ; and the high-theriff, aud under- 
theriff, to attend the pleaſure of the hauſe. 

Mr. Hack will No worts t make the election 
void: the words, that none mall be cholen,” ex- 
tendeth to the frecholders.; whereof the ſheriff no 
judge. 

Sir Edward Cole: This. is a caſe of the gained 
conſequence that can be: 1. Whether any uf theſe 
ſtatutes make a non- reſident in a county, city, or 
borough, incapable, and ſo his election waid. The 
law diſtinguiſheth matters in ſtatutes directory, ur 
concluſory: Direction, but matter of order; hich 
maketh nothing void : matter of ſubſtance only doth 
it. Scarce any well choſen, if matter of order ſhould 
overthrow it. Hands and ſeals of all electors ſhoulil 
be put to their indentures; which never done. 2. The 
election to be free, without means; yet, where any 
night choſen without means? The meaning uf 
rhe act of parliament, that ſuch ſhould be choſen 
as know the ſtare of the country, and the. griev- 
ances thereef In 6 Hen. IV. a that none 
be returned but knights of -ſhires, and burgeſſes of 
boroughs: mentioned in the wrirs, no lawyers to 
be; therefore, in the parliament-roll, called purlia- 


not 
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not worth threepence.—Authoritzy——in 8 Hen. VI. 
the proviſion, that if any come in thus irregularly, 
they ſhall recover no charges of the parliament ; 
ergo, he was à knight, or a burgeſs. The experience 
ever thus, —To put him out of the houſe, if this 
law ; for himſelf never in the Weſt, where choſen. : 
ſo as then, in all he hath done, non fuder. 

The example dangerous. 21 Edw. IV. a knight 
or a burgeſs can make no proxy.; noblemen or bi- 
ſhops may : the firſt repreſent the body of the 
county, or city; the Lords themſelves only; there- 
fore the King may diſcharge a baron of his atten- 
dance, but he cannot diſpenſe with the ſervice of a 
knight of a ſhire, or a burgeſs, becauſe of their 

tive body. | ; 

1. Queſtion, Whether the election of Sir Tho- 
mas Beaumont good ? Reſolved, No. 

2. Queſtion, Whether the election of Sir George 
Haſtings, good ? Reſolved, Yea. | 

Ordered, that the ſheriff do bring in the return 
of Sir George Haſtings, to the clerk of the Crown; 
and he to accept, and file it. 

The high-ſheriff and under-ſheriff, to be both 
brought to the bar, as delinquents, 

Mr. Levins:— That the ſheriff may be examined, 
whether he had not ſecurity, to ſave himſelf harm- 
leſs. 


Mr. Speaker chargeth him as a great offender in | 


this houſe, and the ſtate. — He, the officer, to do 
juſtly, in point of return of members of this houſe. 
——Sworn to do it, — That knowing Sir George Haſt- 
ings to be elected by the greateſt number, he re- 
fuſed to return the election of Sir George Haſtings 
choſe, and returned another. 

Sir Alexander Cave, the ſheriff, confeſſeth, he 
knew Sir George elected by the greater number of 
voices; but for the return of him, did it not, becauſe 
informed by - counſel, he was not eligible, in re- 
any ſecurity, directly or indirectly, for ſaving him- 
ſelf a 


- The under heriff. That he informed the high- 
Reriff, preſently after the election, of Sir George, 
and of the indenture, ſealed by the freeholders ; 
which the high - ſheriff acknowledged. 

They retixed. | 

Mr. Alford: That he may remain with the ſer- 
jeant till Monday morning, and then proceeding 

Sir Thomas Wentworth: That he guided by 
Mr. Fletcher, his counſel; therefore to puniſh him 
no farther; and becauſe he loſeth 100 l. to the party, 
and as much to the King. 

They brought again to the bar, and kneeled. 

Then the bigh-ſheriff willed by Mr. Speaker to 
Kand- vp. That this, a houſe of juſtice and mercy. 
—Canfſeſſeth his offence. That ſorry for it; and 
Speaker The ſheriff thereupon inzoined to return 
preſently Sir George Haſtings his election. The 
under · ſheriff pardoned. : 

March 25, 1626. A petition from Sir Henry 
Haſtings againſt Sir Thomas Hartopp, knight, high- 
ſheriff of this caunty. 

Upon queſtion, Sir Thomas Hartopp to be ſent 
for by the frjeant. 

April 26. Upon queſtion, the contempt of the 
digh- ſneriff of this cgunty to be referred to Sir 
Henry Paol, Sir B. Rudyard, Mr. John Drake, 
Mr. Spencer, Sir A. Forreſt, Mr. Wentworth, Sir 
Tho. Bartington, Sir William Bulſtrode, Sir, Geo. 
Houghton, Sir Cl. Throckmortgn, Sir John Jack- 


ſon, Mr. Rolles, Sir Richard Luſon, Sir George 
Gerrard, Sir Row. Cotton, Lord St. John, Mr. 
Littleton, Sir Edward Spencer, Mr. James : four 
o'clock this afternoon, in the court of Wards. 
May 3. The ſheriff of this county's buſineſs to 
be reported to the houſe this afternoon, after Sir 
Robert Howard's be diſpatched ; and he then to 


Mr. Littleton reporteth the complaint againſt the After- 
ſheriff of this county: That the ſherifl. noon, 
That the committee of opinjan, that this a con- 
tempt againſt the privilege of free election. That 
in reſpect of the youth of the ſheriff, and that he 


Proteſteth he did it of ignorance, were of opinion, 


that he ſhould be only admoniſhed by Mr, Speaker 
in the houſe, and bear Sir Henry Haſtings' charges 
of his witneſſes, —— The farther debate hereof reſ- 
pited till to- morrow morning. 

Ath. The debate, concerning the high-ſheriff of 
this county, renewed. — The ſheriff called in, and, 
upon his knees at the bar, his offence declared him, 
by Mr. Speaker, of his great contempt againſt the 
election. — He ſubmitteth himſelf, acknowledging 
his error, and craving pardon of the houſe.— The 
houſe thereupon, by Mr. Speaker, pronounced his 
diſcharge, paying Sir Henry Haſtings' charges, and 
the officers fees of the houſe, * 

March 26, 1679. A petition of Robert Johnſon, 
and others, on behalf of ſeveral of the freeholders 
of this county, was read; complaining of many un- 
due and illegal practices in the ſheriff, and other 
perſons of quality in this county, at the election of 
John Lord Roos, and Bennet Lord Sherrard, to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament as knights of the ſhire for 
this county; in injury of che petitioners, who did duly 
elect Sir John Hartopp, baronet, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament as one of the knights of the ſhire 
for the ſaid county; who ought to have been re- 
turned accordingly. 

Reſolved, that the matter of the ſaid petition be 
heard at the bar of this houſe on this day fortnight ; 
and that the high · ſneriff and under-ſheriff of the ſaid 
county do then attend. 

April g. Ordered, that the matter of the election 
for this county be heard at the bar of this houſe, 
this afternoon, 

The houſe took into conſideration, the matter Po ne- 
touching the election for this county; and heard the * 
counſel, and ſeveral witneſſes, on the part of the 
petitioners, and adjourned till the next morning. 

ioth. Ordered, that the farther examination, 
touching the matter of the eleCtion for this county, 
be heard at the bar of this houſe on Saturday next. 

12th. Ordered, the farther examination of the 
matter of the election for this county, which was 
appointed to be heard at the bar of this houſe this 
day, be adjourned till Monday morning next ; and 


to come on the firſt buſineſs. 


14th. The houſe then did proceed to the farther 
hearing of the matter of the election for this county 
and having examined the remainder of the witneſſes, 
on the part of the petitioners, and heard the coun- 
ſel, on the part of the ſitting- members, and ex- 
amined ſome of their witneſſes ; they then adjourned 
till next morning. 
15th. The houſe proceeded to hear the matter of 
the election for this count; ; and having examined 
the remainder of the evidence, on the part of the 
ſitting-members, debated the matter: and reſolved, 
That the Lord Roos is not duly elected a knight 
of the ſhire-to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this county. 
That 
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That the Lord Sherrard is well and duly elected 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this county. 

That Sir John Hartopp, baronet, is not duly 
elected to ſerve in this preſent parliament, as a knight 
of the ſhire for this county. 

17th. Ordered the Speaker to iſſue his warrant 
to the clerk of the Crown for a new writ, for the 
election of a knight of the ſhire, for this county. 

Ordered, that this houſe will, on — — 
ſeven · night, take into conſideration the matter of 
the miſcarriages, touching the election for this 
county. 

zoth. Ordered, the matter of the faid dice. 
riages be conſidered on Monday ſeven- night. 

May 15th. Ordered, the matter of the ſaid mit- 

carriages be heard on Tueſday. 

20th. Ordered, the ſaid matter be land en 8 
turday next. 

But no other proceedings were had An | 

Nov. 27, 1708. A petition of ſeveral freeholders 
of this county was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt 
election of knights to ſerve in this parliament for 
the ſaid county, there were candidates Sir Gilbert 
Pickering, baronet, George Aſhby, Jaffery Pal- 
mer, and Henry Tate, eſquires; that the petitioners 
voted for Sir Gilbert Pickering and Mr. Aſhby; 
and they were duly elected by a majority of legal 
votes, and ought to have been returned ; but Mr. 
Palmer and his agents, by bribes, menaces, threats, 
and other indirect practices, procured many perſons 


to vote for him, and hindered many others from 


voting for Mr. Aſhby: And Mr. Palmer is re- 
turned, in manifeſt wrong of the petitioners : and 


praying &c. 


* Ordered to be heard at the bar of the houſe on 
the 19th day of April next, 

Mar. 24,1714. The houſe taking notice of the book 
of returns, that the ſheriff of the ſaid county hath not 
returned any knights of the ſhire, to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for this county; and that he hath made a ſpecial 
return, why he hath not returned ſuch knights; 
the ſaid return was read; by which he certified, that 
he was aſſaulted in the execution of the writ ; and that 
the election was prevented by riots : which ſpecial 
return, or certificate, is as follows, viz. 

Theſe are to certify, That Sir John Meeres, 
knight, ſheriff of the county of Leiceſter, has re- 
turned the writ of election for the preſent parlia- 
ment to him directed; and that the execution there- 
of appears by the ſchedules annexed ; by one of 
which Sir George Beaumont, baronet, and James 
Winſtanley, eſquire, are elected burgeſſes for the 
borough of Leiceſter; by the other, that no knights 
of the ſhire are elected for the ſaid county. 

A copy of this ſchedule here followeth to 
wit 3 

Poſtquam iſtud breve, mibi direfium, diliberaton fuit, 
ego infra nominatus vicecomes breve illud cuidam Wil- 
lielmo Bareſby generoſo, Jub. vicecomiti meo comitatus mei 


inframentionati, deliberavi, debita juris forma exequen- 


dum, ſecundum formam et exigentiam ejuſdem brevis ; 
.quodgue, virtute brevis illius, idem Willielmus Bareſby 
ſub-vicecomes comitatus mei, ut præfertur, exiſtens ad 


proximum comitalum meum, poſt receptionem Juam ejuſ- 


dem brevis tentum apud Caſtrum Leiceſtriæ in comitatu 
meo, vice/imo die Januarii, anno in brevi predifio men- 
tionato, in pleno comitatu illo proclamari fecit omnia in 
iſto brevi contenta, ſecundum formam et effectum ejuſdem 
brevis; et poftea adjournamentum fecit Caſtro preditto, 


primo die menfis Februarii ſequente, ad electionem præ- 


dictam incipicndum : ad mw diem tunc et ibidem incepit, 
et proceſſit de die in diem, ad eligi faciendum duos milites, 
2 


gladiis cinttos, magis idoneos et diſeretos, comitatus me; 
juxta exigentiam brevis illius; quodque poſt meridiem dit 
ſecundo Februarii predifto, quidam Thomas Forſter ge- 
neroſus nuper de Thurnby, et Jobannes Conyers gene. 
roſus, nuper de Blaiſton (aggregatis eis quamplurini; 
aliis malefactoribus ignotis, paciſque Domini Regis nunc 
perturbatoribus, ad numerum quadraginta perſonarum et 
amplius) adtunc et ibidem riotoſe, routoſe, et illicite fer 
ipſos gerebant, et eleflionem illam perturbandum et im- 
pediendum; et adtunc et ibidem, vi et armis, in ipſum 
Willielmum Bareſby, ſub-vicecomitem comitatis mei, ut 
præfertur, exiſtentem, in executione brevis illius, ejuſque of. 
ficii et debiti, adtunc et ibidem, riotoſe, routoſe, et illicite, 
inſultum et affraiam fecerunt, et ipſum Willielmum ad- 
tunc verberaverunt et maletrataverunt, ac eundem 
Willielmum eleftionem illam faciendum interpella- 
verunt, interruperunt, et diſturbaverunt, eidem Wil. 
lielmo tales et tantas minas de vita ſua, et mutilatione 
membrorum ſuorum, adtunc et ibidem impoſuerunt, 
ipſumque talibus et tantis minis, gravaminibus, ad- 
tunc et ibidem affecerunt, atque tales et tantas riotas, 
routas, affraias, tumultus et perturbationes, adtunc et 
ibidem fecerunt, et perpetraverunt, ita quod ipſe duos 
milites eligi facere non potuit, juxta exigentiam brevis 
illins, nec duo milites de comitatu meo eligi potuerunt, 
juxta exigentiam ejuſdem brevis; et, propter cauſas pre- 
diftas, nen eligi fect, nec eligi facere potui, duos milites, 
gladiis cintlos, de comitatu meo, juxta exigemtiam atque 
formam et effettum ejuſdem brevis: 

Fohannes Meeres Vic. Leiceſteriæ predi?. 


Given under my hand this 17th day of March, 
Annoque Domini 1714. 


G. WRIGHTE, C. C. 


And the houſe being informed, that there have 
been two petitions left with the clerk of the houſe, 
purſuant to the ſtanding order of the houſe, relating 
to the proceedings in the execution of the writ, di- 
rected for the election for the knights of the ſhire for 
this county, VIZ. 

A petition of George Aſhby, eſquire, and Tho- 
mas Byrd, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the 
petitioners, Sir Geofrey Palmer, and Thomas Cave, 


eſquire, were candidates for this county, on Tuei- 


day the 1ſt of February laſt : and that, on the ſaid 
day, and on Wedneſday the ſecond day, the free- 
holders, who offered to poll for the petitioners, were 
inſulted by ſeveral perſons unknown; and ſome, 
upon their refuſal to vote for the ſaid Sir Geofrey 
Palmer and Sir Thomas Cave, for which they were 
offered conſiderable ſums of money, were 

wounded and ill-treated ; and on Wedneſday night 


.the under-ſheriff was inſulted by the friends of Sir 


Geofrey Palmer, and Sir Thomas Cave, and threat- 

ened with death by ſeveral perſons to him unknown, 
unleſs he would appoint a deputy to carry on the 
poll in his abſence, whom they ſhould nominate ; 
and for fear of his life, he was compelled to ſwear 
one Mr. Buſby, brother-in-law to Sir George 
Beaumont, a member of the houſe, as deputy : and 
the poll was carried on accordingly in the under- 
ſheriff's abſence, ; but none were admitted to poll 
on the petitioners ſide; that the petitioners had ſe- 
veral hundreds of freeholders in town, who came to 
vote for them; and a great many came on Thurſ- 

day the 3d of February, intending to do the ſame, 
and ſeveral more upon the road, for that purpoſe ; 
ſo that the petitioners doubt not, but if the freehold- 


ers, who would have voted for them, had been ſuf- 


fered to give their votes, the petitioners would have 


been duly elected knights for the ſaid county : and 


praying &c, Alſo 
A pe- 


e er 


. 
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A. petition of 'Sir George Beaumont, baronet, 
James Winſtanley, - William Inge, and Samuel 
Bracebridge, eſquires, on behalf of themſelves and 
ſeveral other freeholders of the ſaid county, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the election for the ſaid 
county, Sir Thomas Cave and Sir Jeffrey Palmer, 
baronets, were candidates, together with George Aſh- 
by and Thomas Byrd, eſquires; and that Mr. Wil- 
liam Barſby was under-ſheriff, and Sir John Meeres, 
high-ſheriff of the ſaid county ; and that the poll 
began on Tueſday the firft of February laſt, and 
during the poll great partiality and illegal practices 
were uſed in favour of the faid Mr. Aſhby and Byrd, 
by the faid under-ſheriff and his deputies, and by 
other friends and agents of the ſaid Mr. Aſhby and 
Byrd; and on the Wedneſday following, about 8 in 
the evening, the poll was adjourned till eight the 
next morning; and. , appearing upon the 
books a majority of fix hundred for the ſaid Sir 
Thomas Cave and Sir Jeffrey Palmer, the under- 
ſheriff or deputies, did not return to the place of 
adjournment the next morning till late in the even- 
ing ; where was great numbers of gentlemen and 
others to give their votes for the ſaid Sir Thomas 
Cave and Jeffrey Palmer; and that the high or 
under-ſheriff had not ſince proceeded any further, 
nor made a return of the ſaid Sir Thomas Cave and 
Jeffrey Palmer, notwithſtanding they had a great 
majority: and praying 8c. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant 
to the clerk of the Crown, to make out a new writ, 
for the electing knights of the ſhire to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this county. - 

. Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid ſpecial re- 
turn be taken into conſideration on Monday fort- 


Ordered, that Mr. Bareſby, under-ſheriff of the 
county, do then attend. 

April 11, 1715. Mr. William Bareſby, under- 
ſheriff of this county, according to order of the 24th 
of March laſt, was brought to the bar. 

And the return made by him for this county was 
again read : 

Then the ſaid Mr. Bareſby was heard; and after- 
wards produced ſeveral witneſſes, who were examin- 
ed on his behalf; and alſo ſeveral witneſſes were 
examined againſt him; and the ſaid Mr. William 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Mr. William Bareſby, 
the under-ſheriff of this county, having neglected to 
return two knights of the ſhire to ſerve in parliament 
for the ſaid county by March the 1 7th, being the day 
of the meeting of the preſent parliament, is guilty of 
a great breach of the privilege of this houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid William Bareſby be, for 
the {aid offence, committed to the cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. | 

Jan. 13, 1719. A petition of Sir Richard Hal- 
ford, William Philips, eſquire, Euſebius Buſwell, 
eſquire, Thomas Boothby, eſquire, John Symonds, 
eſquire, John Major, eſquire, Thomas Levett, 
elquire, Edw. Button, eſquire, Wil. Alibone, gent. 
Tho. Ludlam, gent. Richard Goodall, and Joſeph 
Wafforne, gentlemen, in behalf of themſelves, and 
ſeveral others, frecholders of the county of Leiceſ- 
ter, was read; \ftwing, that at the late election of 
a knight to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the 
ſaid county, William Mannors, eſquire, commonly 
called Lord William Mannors, and Francis Mun- 
dy, eſquire, were candidates; that by the corrupt, 
arbitrary and illegal proceedings, as well before, as 
at the election, of the deputy-licutenants, juſtices of 


the peace, and of the ſaid Will. Mannors, eſq; and 
the agents; and by the partiality of the ſheriff of the 
ſaid county, the ſaid William Mannors is returned 
to ſerve for the ſaid county in wrong to the petiti- 
oner, who had a majority of legal votes: and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar on the gth 
day of February next. 
' 18th. A petition of Francis Mundy jun. eſq; was 
read; ſhewing, that at the late election of a knight 
to ferve in this preſent parliament for this county, 
William Mannors, eſquire, commonly called Lord 
William Mannors, and the petitioner were candi- 
datesz that by the corrupt, arbitrary, and illegal 
proceedings, as well before, as at the eleftion, of 
the deputy- lieutenants, juſtices of the peace, and of 
the ſaid William Mannors, eſquire, commonly 
called Lord William Mannors, and his agents ; and 
by the partiality of the ſheriff of the ſaid county, 
his under-ſheriff, and deputies, the ſaid William 
Mannors is returned to ſerve for the ſaid county, in 
wrong to the petitioner, who had a majority of le- 
gal votes: and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar the gth day of 
February next. 

Feb. 3. Ordered, leave be given to withdraw 
the ſaid petitions. 

Oct. 24, 1722. A petition of Thomas Johnſon 
and others, freeholders of the ſaid county, on behalf 


of themſelves and other freeholders of the ſaid county, 


was read; ſhewing, that Thomas Harttop, eſquire, 
high-ſheriff of the ſaid county, ar the Caſtle there, 
appointed , . for the election of two knights of the 
ſhire to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid county 
and after the court was opened, the petitioners with 
ſeveral other freeholders required a poll; and ſeve- 
ral times demanded the ſaid high-ſheriff to take 
their votes for Edmund Morris and James Wigley, 
eſquires ; which he refuſed to do, and gave the pe- 
titioners very indecent language; and hath returned 
the honourable William Mannors, eſquire, com- 
monly called Lord Mannors, and the ſaid Edmund 
Morris ; notwithſtanding Mr. Wigley would have 
been elected had a poll been taken: and praying 
&c. 

A petition of the gentlemen, clergy, and frec- 
holders of the ſaid county, complaining of an un- 
due election and return for the ſaid county, was 
read ; ſhewing, that ſeveral of the petitioners, with 
a great number of freeholders who were qualified to 
vote, and who appeared at the place appointed for 
the election of knights of the ſhire to ſerve in par- 
liament for the ſaid county, demanded their poll; 
but were refuſed by Thomas Harttop, eſquire, high- 
ſheriff of the ſaid county: that the ſaid high-ſheri 
very much miſbehaved himſelf in the execution of 
his off ce; and hath unduly returned the honoura- 
ble William Mannors, eſquire, and Edmund 
Morris, eſquire, without going to election; not- 
withſtanding ſeveral freeholders, who were in the 
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town and upon the road, would have polled for 


other perſons : and praying &c. 

Ordered, the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 


LEICESTER Town. 


T HIS town is the capital or ſhire town 
of the county. It was a borough in King 


John's time, and made a mayor-town 1248. It Willi. 


has been repreſented in parliament from the 23th 1 . 


4 N OI 


F 4M 6. 


Prynne's, of Edward the firſt, and the parliament has been 

— . 5 held here ſeveral times. The memoirs concerning 

808. & 667. its electors and elections I have met with, here 
follow, 

May 16, 1661, Sexjeant Charleton reparted from 
the committee of privileges and elections touching 
the double return for this borough, That John 
Grey, eſquire, and Sir William Hartopp, are return- 
ed by one indenture; and Sir William Hartopp, 
knight, and Sir John Prettyman, knight and ba- 
ronet, by anotber indenture; and all by the proper 
officer; and the opinion of che committee, that both 
Sir John Prettyman, and Mr. Grey, do forbear to 
ſit in the houſe until the merits of the cauſe, touch- 
ing the election, be determined: whereto the houſe 


July 17. Serjeant Charleton reported from the 
ſame committee, touching the ſaid election, that it 
was the opinion of the committee, that Sir John 
Prettyman was duly elected, and ought to fit: 

which the houſe reſolved.. 

March 28, 1690. A petition of Thomas Babing- 
ton, eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, the petitioner was 
duly elected a burgeſs for this borough by che ma- 
jority of thoſe perſons who had legal right to vote, 
and ought to have been returned; but ſeveral undue 
practices being made uſe of at the ſaid election, Sir 
Edward Abney, and Lawrence Carter were return- 
ed, in prejudice of the petitivger s and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges ad, elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of Lawrence Carter 
Junior, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt 
election of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, Sir George Beaumont, baro- 
net, James Winſtanley, eſquire, and the petitioner, 
were candidates ; and the major part of legal elec- 
tors voted, or were ready and deſired to vote, for 
the petitioner, who was duly choſen, and ought to 
have been returned, though many ill practices to 
defeat the petitioner's election were uſed, by Tho- 
mas Ayres, eſquire, the mayor, and Thomas Pal- 
mer, bailiff of the ſaid borough, Mr. John Orton, 
Mr. John Farmer, and others; who by threats, pro- 
miſes, bribes, treats, and otherwiſe, procured many 
perſons to vote for Sir George Beaumont, and Mr. 
Winſtanley, after the teſte of the writ, and during 
the very poll; and ſeveral qualified voters were 
refuſed to poll for the petitioner, others his voters 
left out of the poll, and ſeveral that polled for the 
petitioner were afterwards permitted to poll for Mr. 

Winſtanley; and ſeveral unqualified perſons were ad- 
mitted to poll for Sir George, and Mr. Winſtanley : 
that the ſaid mayor and bailiff did poll but one in 
half an hour, for at leaſt five hours together, 
though many perſons that had not polled were in 
court; and this delay was, that Sir George and Mr. 
Winſtanley, and their agents, might have time to 
carry on their undue practices; and when the poll 
was adjourned in order to caſt up the books, the 
mayor and bailiff did ſeal the indenture to return Sir 
George Beaumont and Mr. Winſtanley, before the 
poll-books were caſt up; and after they were caſt 
up, the petitioner demanding by what book they 
would return? they ſaid, by a book taken by one 
Bakehouſe (who was appointed by them) which they 
delivered to the petitioner ; and as the ſame was then 
caſt up, Mr. Winſtanley had a majority .of nige 
more than the petitioner ; but, upon caſting up the 
book again with Mr. Wiaſtanley, it appeared the 


2 


8 — to the 
petitioner; ſo that then he had the majority, 
demanded to be returned ; but the ſaid mayor 
bailiff told the petitioner, that if be had 

book, yet he loſt it by ſome other hock, and 
uy mars off ER In NN e 
ner deſired, that the book (if any 
mined with Bakehouſe's book, and that a ſcrutiny 
might be had; but the ſame was denied, upon pre. 
tence that Bakehouſe's book was laſt ; and then 
the ſaid mayor and bailiff ſaly returned Sir George 


Beaumont and Mr. Wimme nes the 
petitioner: and praying e. 


nlen. =} 
Jan. 8, Orderod, tha i be beard. before the fa 
committee on Wedneſday ſevennighgt. 

Feb. 4. Ordered, that the gepore be received on 
Tueſday next. 15 

8. Mr. Compton n wo erder) repan 
the moner of. the idloladiion.: 

That the petitioner's. counſel alledged de right 


of election to be in the freemen not receiving alms, 


and in the inhabitants g ——_— * which 
was admitted by the other ſide. | 
That the poll was, 6 101 1 * 


For Sir George Beaumont 685, 
Mir. Winſtanle7 593, 
For the petitianer | 392. g 
That the election of Sir — was 
not controverted : but the petitioner's counſel did al- 
ledge, they ſhould add many to their on, and take 
many from Mr. Wiaſtanlay 's poll, and ſo make 2 
majority for the petitioner; and ſhould alſo give 
evidence of ill practices and corruption. 
That at the beginning of this cauſe, 2 queſtion 
aroſe, whether the petitioner ſhould proceed by the 
poll taken by Mr. Holey, er tler poll taken by Mir. 
Bakehouſe ? 
The petitioner inliſted,, Manie to proceed by 
the poll taken by Mr. Bakehouſe; becauſe, upon the 
cloſe of the poll, the mayor declared he would make 
his return by that poll, as being the more perfect; 
upon which poll the petitioner had a mayority by 
one. And to this fact the petitioner called Mr. Watts. 
But it appearing to the committee, that the poll 
was taken on behalf of Mr. Winſtanley, the com- 
mittee were of opinion, that they ſhould proceed 
by the poll taken by Mr. Ty Gy 
order of the mayor. 
Mr. Carter ſaid, the mayor refoſed-a ſcrutiny, for 
that it might give ſome advantage againſt him, if 
an action ſhould be brought; and therefore he would 
have the matter determined in the houſe of com- 
mons. 
That the firſt thing the petitioner's counſel pro- 
ceeded on, was to add ſome to their poll, which 
were not ſet down for him: and they gave evidence 
of four freemen, and three ſcot and lot men, who 
offered their votes for the petitioner, and were not 
wrote down; but it was admitted that two of them, 
John Bradbury and Samuel Winterton lived in an 
hoſpital. | / 
That they excepted to many thxt voted for Mr. 
Winſtanley under ſeveral heads ; and the: firſt was 
thoſe under age, and as to four they produced: ex- 
tracts taken out of the church-regiſter ; but to diſa- 
ble one of them, viz. William Broadburſt, (in the 
extract wrote to be William the ſon of Joſeph 


Broadburſt) the ſaid regiſter was miſtaken, for Jo 
ep 
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ſeph had no child: and alledoed he wisthe ſon of 
Robert Broadhurſt, 'brother to Joſeph. ' 

The next exception was, of loch abo had polled 
twice: and of thoſe they gave evidence as to' ſax; 
. La Prion Wcke 
name im ſeveral places. 3 


That the —— was, — tut 


were inhabitants, but did not pay ſcot and lot; 
and of theſe they gave evidence to twenty-eight, 
as were ———— at all, or elſe ſet in. 
faper, or that their landlord paid pariſh duties. 

They then excepted to twenty, as receiving 
alms : and gave evidence, that they either lived in 
hoſpitals, or had their rent yung or ey" weekly 
collections. Y 

They then encepecd to 1 ws were neither 
frees ner pale ſcot or lot, and as to eleven of them, 

Mr. Thomas Carter ſaid; he had examined the 
freemens book for fifry years, and had made the 
ſtricteſt enquiry, but could hear of no ſuch perſons. 

They then called a witneſs, who ſaid Edward 
Noon was wrote down for Mr. Winſtanley, but 
yoted for the petitioner. 

They then excepted to ſome of Mr. Winſtanley's 
voters, who at firſt gave a ſingle vote, and ſome 
time after voted for Mr. Winſtanley; and that Mr. 
Winſtanley's counſel inſiſted, they might fo do, and 
it had been done ſo formerly. 

That thereupon the counſel were heard; and Mr. 

Winſtanley's counſel examined ſeveral witneſſes, as 
to the cuſtom. 
John Hughes and others, ſpoke as to ſeveral 
elections within fixteen or ſeventeen years, and to 
one or two when the petitioner was candidate ; at 
which, ſeveral at firſt voted ſingly, and after gave 
their ſecond vote. 

iſt. The committee reſolved, 

That any perſon having a right to vote for two 
members to ferve in parliament, who hath given a 
fingle vote, hath not a right to come afterwards 
and give a ſecond vote, during the ſaid election. 

Of theſe the petitioner excepted, and gave evi- 
They then excepted, and gave cvidence againſt di- 
vers perſons who lived in this borough by certificate : 
alſo: againſt four who were made free after the teſte of 
the writ, 

They then ** to fifry-four who were 
made free at the charge of Mr. Winſtanley, a little 

before the election. 
It appeared in the freemens book, thoſe perſons 
were marked with a B, as ſeveral others were mark- 
ed with C. And the petitioner's counſel examined 
two witneſſes; who ſaid, the perſons marked B, 
were brought by the ſitting- members agents; and 
they were e when ſeveral of Theſe, marked P. 
vere admitted, and did not ſee them pay any thing; 
but of theſe fifty- four, ſix were diſqualified under 
ather heads; 

As to indirect practices, 
North and Maſſon ſaid, they were ſent for to the 
Angel at Leiceſter, where were Colonel Wilſon and 
the ſitting · members, and other gentlemen, and their 
votes were deſired for the ſitting- members; and 
North was told, that if he did not vote for Mr. 
Winſtanley, it ſhould be the worſe for him; and 
Maſſon being a ſerjeant of the militia, was threatned 
to be turned our, if he did not vote for Sir George 
and Mr. Winſtanley. 
Conduit and Joyner were threatned to be ſent 
ſoldiers, in cafe they voted for Mr. Carter, 


_ Shipley ſaid, that William Kilpack lived near 


him; and though he declared he had no vote, yet 
Hood, and others, perfuaded hirn to come a ſecond 
time, to vote for the ſitting-members. 

William Cooper ſaid, he had voted for the peti- 
rioner, and Sir Witham Villiers; and aſterwards Mr. 
Weſton, and ſome others, would not let him alone 
till he went again, and polled for Mr. Winſtanley : 
and he wrote to the petitioner, that this laſt vote was 
againſt his mind ; and Mr. Weſton threatned to ſend 
him for a ſoldier. 1 
Cave ſaid, Mr. Byerly aſked his vote for Sir 
George Beaumont, and threatned if he did not, he 
would turn him out of his work; that he did vote 
for Mr. Carter, and was turned out of his work, 
which he and his father had enjoyed for 100 years. 
Pratt ſaid, though he had no vote he was made 
drunk and forced to vote for Sir George Beaumont, 
and Mr. Winſtanley; and he doth not pay ſcot and 
Clark and Clay ſaid, on Monday night there was 
a great delay in polling ; and Clay ſaid, about 11 O 
clock Mr. Carter had a majority of Mr: Winſtanley, 
and Mr, Winſtanley was for going away; but Mr. 
Needham threatned to run him through if he did ; 
faying, he would help him to votes enough, and 
then Mr. Winftanley deſired the bailiff not to poll 
fo faſt, but gave no reaſon. 

The counſel for the ſitring-members inſiſted, they 
ſhould reſtore a great many of thoſe which the pe- 
titioner had excepted to, and except to a great 
many who voted for the petitioner ; and to make a 
great majority for Mr. Winſtanley ; and conclude 
with bribery and indirect practices by the peti- 
tioner. 

They firſt ex to ſeveral made free at the 
petitioner's charge: and called 

Mr.-Boley, the town-clerk ; who ſaid, the bade 
marked C, were made free at the petitioner's charge, 
and he received the money of Mr. Craycroft, and 
gave a receipt as of Mr. L. Carter; and the counſel 
inſiſting to have the opinion of the committee on 
this evidence. 

The committee reſolved, 

2. That ſuch freemen as were made free at the 
charge of any of the candidates, had not a right to 
vote at the laſt election of burgeſs, to ſerve in par- 
liament for this borough. 

They then diſqualified ſixty-four, for this reaſon; 
three of whom voted for Mr. Winſtanley, as well as 
Mr. Carter. 

They then proved, as to ſeventy-ſeven, who re- 
ceived alms; but as to fourteen, they could not tell 
whether they paid ſcot and lot or not; but thirty- 


one did pay, and twenty-two did not pay. 


They then excepted to nine who lived in the 
hoſpital, who were either admitted or proved to do 
ſo; but as to one of them, Thomas Poyner, it was 
alledged, there was two of that name, and one of 
them voted for Mr. Winſtanley. 

Another was excepted to as a papiſt, and refuſing 
the oaths ; but it did not appear they were tendered, 
only he was called for that purpoſe, but gone out 
of court. 

They then excepted againſt, and proved five as 


under age; but four of them were of thoſe who 


were made free at the petitioner's charge ; alſo a- 
gainſt ſeventeen for not paying ſcot and lot. 

They then excepted as to ſeveral who lived in 
Leiceſter by certificate: but it being inſiſted, that 
in caſe they paid ſcot and lot, they were not diſqua- 
lified ; the counſel were heard. 

And the committee reſolved, 

3. That 
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3. That perſons, living in this borough by certi- 
ficate, not having gained a ſettlement, by renting a 
tenement of ten pounds per annum, or ſerving an 
annual office, are not entitled, by paying ſcot and 
lot, to vote in the clattion af een, 
parliament for this f\ 

Of theſe the counſel diſqualified twenty. { 157 

They alſo, gave evidence againſt eleven others, 
whoſe names could not be found in the freemens 
books; nor could any ſuch perſons be heard of. 

They excepted againſt "vet * 3 2 
voted twice for Mr. Carter. 

As to treating and il practices, they called 

John Prieſtman; who ſaid, Mr. Simpſon, — 
ſiderable trader in this borough, the day before the 
election, ſent for John Nutter, and deſired him to 

vote for Mr. Carter; and Nutter ſaying, if he did, 
he he ſhould diſoblige his friends, and one Ludlam 
would arreſt him for twenty ſhillings ; Simpſon told 
him, if he did, he would pay it: that Simpſon gave 
another a pair of breeches ; and that, during the 
election, Mr. Simpſon (he believed) in his houſe 
and yard, treated above eighty z of whom he nam- 
ed eighteen ; and kept them there ſo long, that 
ſome of them threatned to break the windows, if 
they would not let them go out. He ſaid, he was 
one of them ſo treated, and they went all together 
from Simpſon's to poll ; but ſix of the eighteen were 
diſqualified on other heads. 

Hunt ſaid, he was at the Bull-head, and did 1 not 
pay, the man of. the houſe, ſaying, that Mr. Carter 
would pay. Hunt voted for Mr. Winſtanley; and the 
man of the houſe for Mr. Carter, and Mr. Win- 
ſtanley 

Silby ſaid, as he was coming home the day before 
the election, he was forced into Mr. Carter's cellar, 
and kept there with meat and drink all night. 

Horton and Wells ſaid, that Perkyn who, hs 
with Mr. 'Carter, offered one Bloxam to pay a 


debt he owed of 51. and to give him gs. for him- 


ſelf, if he would vote for Mr. Carter, 
Weſton ſaid, that Bloxam paid him the ſaid 
debt about three weeks after the election. 1 
Bowyer ſaid, Mr. Francis Craycroft offered him 


5 J. and his charges, if he would vote for Mr. Car- 


ter: but he voted for Mr. Winſtanley. 

Weſto ſaid, that Mr. Carter came with a great 
many others, and pulled down the conveniences for 

Groſſe ſaid, Keſtion propoſed to vote for Mr. 

Winſtanley; but was threatened to be arreſted, and 
ſo voted for Mr. Carter. 
They proved one to have voted for Mr. Win- 
ſtanley who is not in the poll; ſome witneſſes were 
then called, as to perſons ſpoke to by the petitioner's 
witneſſes. 

John Norris ſaid, that Dumerley, one who the 
petitioner. would add to his poll, did not pay to the 
cliurch-rate. | | 
. Croſs and others ſaid, as to eleven of thoſe 
againſt whom evidence was given to diſqualify 
— one was a freeman, and the others paid ſcot and 

ot 

In reply to Mr. Boley's evidence, the petitioner's 

counſel called two perſons, who had B to their names 
in the freemens books; and they ſaid, they were 
made free on the ſitting. members account, and did 
not pay any thing. 
And the petitioner's agent ſhewed three of the 
11, who were ſaid not to be found in the freemen's 
book; and therefore alledged, that che evidence, 
on this head, was of no force. 


.. 4th. Upon the whole the committee reſolved, 

That Sir George Beaumont, baronet, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in num 
for this borough. * 7 

sth. That James Winſtanley, — is notduly 
clefted « burges, to ſerve in din preſent ener 


for this borough. 


That Lawrence Carter, . in * eleted 2 
burgeſs, n ſerve in ching pale fr chis 

" The feſt, four of the yelolytions of the comeinee 
being twice read, were agreed unto by the houſe, 
The fiſch reſolution > gr Ons 
diſagreed unto by the houſe. 2877 
April 17, 1714. Ordered a warrant 7p 
writ for electing a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough, 
in the room of Sir George men Waren 
made a commiſſioner of the admiralty. 

Jan. 49,1726. 692 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of Sir Lawrence . e 1 — 


chequer. uV“ 


His e e be county of He: 
reford, and has ſent; members to 


from the 26th of Edward IJ. The manner of their g. p. 
election I find to be by the commonalty, as ancient Recivina, 
as the ſecond of EIenxy IV. when the indenture ſetsß 

forth, Quod Thomas Heryn ballivus libertatis As bali Ib. 2.6 


de Reding de Leominſter, ac burgenſes et communitas &ju/- 
dem libertatis: de communi aſſenſu eligerunt Ge: _=_ 
modern memoirs are theſe following. 

March 22, 1661. Serjeant Charleton * 
from the committee of privileges and elections for 
this borough, that the poll was denied to Mr. Con- 
ningſby that was in nomination for a burgeſs for 
this place; but he being a priſoner in execution 
for debt, and not eligible, the denying the poll to 
him could not avoid the election; and therefore the 
committee were of opinion, Mr. Cornwall and Mr. 
Graham were duly elected, and returned as burgeſſes 
for this borough, and ought to ſit: and the houſe 
reſolved the ſame. 

March 24, 1689. A petition of Ferdinando 
Gorges, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, he was duly 
elected by the majority of qualified votes for this 
borough ; but the bailiff refuſed to admit ſeveral 
perſons that tendered their votes for the - petitioner ; 
and by threats and irregular practices, diſcouraged 
others from voting for the petitioner ; and hath al- 
ſo returned John Dutton Colt, eſquire, in prejudice 


. of the petitioner: and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it — — 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. No report appears. 


Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Edward Harley, 


eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that this borough is an 
ancient borough by preſcription, and ſends two 
members to parliament; that John Dutton Colt, 
eſquire, the preſent bailiff, Mr. John Caſwell, and 
Mr. Edward Bangham, "Juſtices of the peace for 
this borough, with Thomas Price the town- clerk, 
and Thomas Bubb, overſeer of the poor, did, by 
bribes, menaces, and other unlawful practices, pro- 
cure divers of the electors to vote for the ſaid Mr. 
Colt; and endeavoured by bribes and threats to pre- 
vail with others not to vote for the petitioner; but 
notwithſtanding all which corrupt and arbitrary 

proceedings, the major number of rightful voters 


did appear, and vote for the petitioner; but the "i 
2 1 
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ff refuſed to return him, and returned the ſaid Mr. 
Colt, in wrong to the petitioner and this borough : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

Feb. 17, 1700. A petition of divers inhabitants 
of this borough, was read; ſhewing, that, at and 
before the eleftion of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for this borough, the bailiff and juſtices of 
the peace there uſed many indirect practices, and 
exerciſed their power to force men to vote for John 
Dutton Colt, eſq; and to hinder them from voting for 
Edward Harley, eſquire; and admitted divers to vote 
for Mr. Colt that received alms ; and many other 
undue practices were made uſe of, in manifeſt vio- 
lation of the rights of the petitioners, and the 
freedom of elections to parliament : and praying 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

March 28, 1701. Ordexed the report be received 


on Thurſday next. 


April 3. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter, 
That the right of election was agreed to be in the in- 
habitants paying ſcot and lot, and not receiving alms. 
The poll was, — For the ſitting: member, 145. 
For the petitioner, 116. 
But it was inſiſted on by the counſel for the pe- 
tirioner, that upon the heads of perſons not pay- 
ing the window-tax, receiving alms, bribery, and 
threats, they ſhould take off ſo many as ſhould 
make the petitioner a majority. As to receiving 
alms, they called 
Morgan and others ; who ſaid, Robert Williams 
and his wife had bread; the former in 1697, and 
the latter within a quarter of a year before, and 


ſince the election: Spencer, or his daughter, the 


like in 1697: Mitchell's and Badland's children 
went a ing:—Gitto's wife had alms about four 
months fince; and Gitto faid, he muſt vote for 
Mr. Colt, becauſe he kept him from ſtarving : — 
Price's children have had charity at a ſuneral ſince 
Chriſtmas : —Badnage's are kept by the publick 
charity of the town; and Badnage told him, that 
Caſwell promiſed him, if he would vote for Mr. 


Colt, he (Caſwell) would be his friend as long as 


he lived: That Hooper's children have had cha- 
rity within a quarter of a year: —Newman and his 
wife have received charity :—Baker's wife and ap- 
prentice the ſame : — Phillips* wife had the ſame, 
and his children begged, before and ſince the elec- 
tion :—Carteret's children have begged forty times 
within theſe two months, and he. had not voted for 
Mr. Colt, had not juſtice Bangham made him 
drunk, and kept him fo, and forty others at the 
ſame time :—That Smith's wife had public alms, 


before and ſince the election: That Richard Caſ- 


well's wife had alms before, and ſince the election, 
and ſaid he muſt vote for Mr. Colt, for he had ſent 
him a piece of beef ſince Chriſtmas : —That Tyler's 
wife had alms before and ſince the election: 


| Price's wife and daughter had alms in 1697: — 


That Watchman's wife had alms before, and ſince 
the election, and ſaid, though he was rated, he 
was told he ſhould be excuſed ſeveral taxes, if he 
would vote for Mr. Colt. Taylor's wife has re- 
ceived charity within three months : — but all the 
witneſſes owned, all theſe voters were in the poor's 

rate, But the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, the rate 
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was made in favour of Mr. Colt: to prove which 
they called 

Mr. Seward and others; who ſaid, that the lewn, 
or poors- rate was made about Eaſter: and ſome of 
them ſaid, ſeveral were left out of the preſent lewn, 
who were there before ; and that Mr. Harley, nor 
Mr. Colt were preſent when it was made ; but the 
town magiſtrates appeared to be friends to Mr. Colt, 
and the aſſeſſors ſigned the lewn between 12 and one 
at night; and it was ſaid, that, upon complaint, ſome 
were put in, and Mr. Harley ſigned it: that Mr. Harley 
deſired a copy of the lewn of Mun the overſeer, which 
he allowed Mr. Harley's man to write; but, before he 
had finiſhed, Mun took the lewn from him, and refuſed 
to let Mr. Harley have the copy without paying 3s. 
which, he ſaid, was his fee: That afterwards Pow- 
ell demanded a copy by order of the committee, 
but Mun ſaid, he did not value the order, and re- 
fuſed it; yet afterwards Mun came to Powell's 
houſe, deſiring to ſpeak with him; but being in his 
bed ſent his wife to him to know his buſineſs ; and 
if he had the lewn to leave it; but Mun went away 
without leaving it. 

As to the window-tax, it was inſiſted by the pe- 
titioner's counſel, that, by the act of parliament, 
perſons not paying to the church and poor, by rea- 
ſon of their poverty, are excuſed from thoſe duties; 
and that the magiſtrates, in order to gain votes 
for Mr. Colt, had excuſed 52 : and called 

Mr. Burt-; who ſaid, he was deputy-ſurveyor of 
the window-tax for the laſt year within this borough; 
and about Auguſt was twelve-months, he charg- 
ed fifty-two perſons with that duty, who were at- 
terwards diſcharged by the juſtices of the borough, 
viz. Mr, Caſwell, Mr. Bangham, Mr. Thompſon, 
and Mr. Price, the town-clerk; and delivered a 
liſt of them. 

As to the ill practice in diſcharging them, they 
called Henner; who ſaid, he had been aſked for 
his vote both by Mr. Colt and juſtice Bangham for 
Mr. Colt; and having refuſed, juſtice Bangham 
ſaid, if he would vote for Mr. Colt, he would eaſe 
him of the window-tax. 

Davis ſaid, he was offered the ſaid juſtice's intereſt 
to be relieved from 10s. which the juſtice ſaid, he 
was charged to that tax, for the ſame reaſon; but ſaid, 
he had but five windows and was not charged. As 
to bribery. 

Phillips, who voted for Mr. Harley, ſaid, Mr. 
Colt meeting him, offered him two guineas to for- 
bear voting ; but ſaid, he muſt ſwear not to divulge 
it : yet owned, he had not ſpoke to Mr. Colt be- 
fore. 

Weaver and Seward ſaid, that Howell, who 
had promiſed Mr. Harley, told him, he could not 
be for him, becauſe Mr. Colt had paid him a deſ- 
perate debt, owed by one of Briſtol]; and Howell 
did not deny this at the election; and Mr. Colt ſaid, 
he had employed an attorney to ſue for it. | 

Clark and Whittington aid, that Baſkervill promiſ- 
ed Mr. Harley, and atter ſaid, he could not be for him, 
for Mr. Colt had bought his vote ; but at the poll 
he denied it, 

Mr. Seward ſaid, Mr. Colt paid the reckoning 
at Baſkervill's, the Friday before Chriſtmas ; and 
Baſkervill ſaid, he had got 3 l. by Mr. Colt, and 
that was as much as his vote was worth. 

That Walton, who had promiſed Mr. Harley, 
ſaid, he could not, for Bangham had promiſed to 
pay 81. which he was threatned to be ſued for, 
and ſo muſt vote for Mr. Colt; and Waltcn did 
not deny this at the poll. 


4 O Seward 
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Seward and Powell ſaid, that Vale ſaid, he 
would vote for Mr. Harley, if he would give up 
a bond of 5 l. otherwiſe could make a better hand 
of it; and he did vote for Mr. Harley, and the 
next day paid him the whole debt, for which he 
would have taken 208. 

Caleb Powell faid, Deane told him, he would 
have voted for Mr. Harley, but Bangham let him 
have 40s. of Mr. Colt's money, and lent him 40s. 
more : Deane ſigned the petition. 

Aldern ſaid, Robert Prees, being aſked to vote 
for Mr. Harley, ſaid, it was too late; for he had 
obliged himſelf to be for Lord Coningſby and 
Mr. Colt; and Mr. Harley's friends had refuſed 
to lend him money, and Bangham had lent him 
30 or 40s. 

Hodges and Caleb Powell ſaid, that Martyn ſaid, 
he would be for Mr. Harley, if he would pay 3 l. 
which one David Powell owed him; and Mr. Har- 
ley ſaid, if he had an hundred votes, he would not 
give a penny. 

Aldern ſaid, two or three months before the elec- 
tion, Seward ſaid, he was ſorry he could not be for 
Mr. Harley, for he owed Mr. Bangham ſome mo- 
ney, who had obliged him to vote for Mr. Colt, 
otherwiſe his inclinations were for Mr. Harley : and 
Henry Seward ſaid young Seaward told him he was a 
Weobly man, and would vote for him who gave 
moſt money. 

Caleb Powell faid, Vale owned he had 8 
Mr. Harley his vote; but could not be for him, for 
Mr. Bangham had taken him off the window and 
other taxes: alſo ſaid the ſame as to Jonathan Baker. 

Clark ſaid, that Thomas Newton told him, if he 


voted for Mr. Harley, the magiſtrates would put. 


offices and taxes upon him ; and Bubb ſaid, he did 
not vote for. Mr. Harley, becauſe Mr. Bangham 
had given him 18 or 20d. and had excuſed him the 
window-tax ; and if he voted for Mr. Harley, he 
ſhould have offices put upon him. 

Henry Seaward ſaid, that Bach told him, when 
Mr. Colt was in town, he was kind to him ; and 
the magiſtrates were for Mr. Colt, and he durſt 
not go againſt the magiſtrates. 

Weaver ſaid, that Jonas Child told ink that Mr. 


Harley was an honeſt gentleman ; but he had pro- - 


miſed Mr. Bangham his vote, who had promiſed to 
ke...» off from the church and poor, and the 
land-tax ; and therefore he muſt vote for Mr. Colt. 
As to threats: —Seaward ſaid, John Baniſter ſaid, 
he would be for Mr. Harley, but he was a ſervant 


of the magiſtrates, and ſhould be turned out of his - 


office. 


Powell ſaid, that John Lloyd had often declared 
a a kindneſs for Mr. Harley, but ſaid, there was an 
order of ſeſſions to take away his licence, on pre- 
tence of his being drunk; and he was told, if he 
would be for Mr. Colt, he ſhould have it again 
and a copy of the ſaid order was produced. 
Mr. Seward ſaid, Morris had promiſed to be for 
Mr. Harley, but after ſaid, he durſt not; for he 
had been ſuppreſſed for two years, and the magiſ- 
trates would ruin him upon the ſtatute. 
Clark ſaid, Thomas Cox ſaid, he muſt vote for 


Mr. Colt, becauſe he would never vote againſt the 
magiſtrates ; for they would ſuppreſs him for the 


leaſt fault, . and then he was ruined. 

Caleb Powell faid, Greenly faid, he did not de- 
ſign to vote againſt Mr. Harley, but he was ſatisfied 
he ſhould loſe his place of ſerjcant, if he voted for 
Mr. Harley. 


Seward ſaid, one day ſince the election, Bailey 
2 


told him he had ſeveral n wid din the 
day before the election; and the magiſtrates called 
them up at four in the morning, and gave them a 
pot and pipe, and then brought out to poll; and 
Baiſey ſaid, Mr. Bangham and Mr. Colt had mo- 
ney enough, nne the 
cauſe. 

That Francis Enoe ſaid, he kept a fenith's ſhop, 
by leave of the [magiſtrates 3 and if = — 
with them, he muſt pull down his ſhop. + 

Powell ſaid, that ſince the election, he aſked 
Vaſton, why he was not for Mr. Harley as he pro- 
miſed? he faid, he could not help it; for the ma- 
giſtrates would u his fign, be ſell- 
ing ale. E 0 3 

Northgrave ſaid, "Na time before the el 
he aſked Cafwell, how Mr. Harley ſtood in this bo- 
rough; Caſwell ſaid, but indifferently, for Mr. Colt 
was ſet up by the magiſtrates z and he would return 
Mr. Colr, and let Mr. aan 3 rn vey 
houſe. | 

Mr. Dutton Colt's counſel then — to 
anſwer the exceptions made by the petitioner's coun- 
ſel; and then in the ſame method excepted to ſome 
of thoſe who voted for Mr. Harley: and called 

Nicholſon, Steed, and Matthews, who one or other 
of them ſaid, Spencer had 3 1. per annum, and had 
voted for knights of the ſhire for nine or ten years: 
Robert Williams had paid ſixpence to the poor 
rate, 15 or 16 years, and rented 30 or 40 8. per au- 
num ;—»Michell's circumſtances were low, but he 
rented 41. per annum, and had an eſtate of 7 l. 
yearly : It was owned his children were unruly and 
begged, but were corretted for it; and he was come 

away for debt :— Badland rents 41. yearly, has been 
conſtable, and pays to the poor: — Gitto rents 31. 
a year, and pays: — Rees Prees rents 10 l. yearly, 
and has 4 or 51. yearly of his own: — That Bad- 
nage lives in an houſe of 71. yearly, and has a mort- 
gage upon it for 80 l. but it was owned, Badnage's 
wife's children by a former huſband aſked charity: 
Mun ſaid, he * oe, 0 to be a ſubſtantial 
man. 

Davis ſaid, Norman is à carpenter, and main- 
tains his family well, and pays 20s. yearly rent. 

Nicholſon ſaid, Baker has a frechold of 40s. 
yearly, and rents 61. yearly ; his children get their 
own living, and he has a ſtock. | 

Davis ſaid, Philips has a freehold of fifty ſhillings 
yearly : Taylor is a journeyman glover, and lives in 
his own houſe, of thirty ſhillings yearly. 

Steed and Matthews ſaid, Carteret has a living of 
fourteen pounds yearly; and Steed believed him to 
be worth five hundred pounds. 

Davis ſaid, Smith was a ſhoemaker, and has a 
houſe of fifty ſhillings yearly, and votes for knights 
of the ſhire :—That Caſwell lives in his own houſe, 
of twenty-five, or thirty ſhillings yearly : —Tyler 
rents about fifty ſhillings yearly :— That Price rents 


- about forty ſhillings yearly, and . twenty or thirty 


pounds at intereſt Thar Warckem lives in his own 


: houſe, of four pounds yearly, and lets another of fifty 
- ſhillings yearly :—Thar Taylor lives in his own 


houſe, of twenty-five ſhillings yearly. 

That as to thoſe excepted to, on account_of the 
window-tax; the anſwer was, that it was no exception, 
it they were in the poors-lewn. 

As to bribery ; 

Stevens, and others, ſaid, when Howell came to 


poll, he was charged, that Mr. Colt had paid him 
a deſperate debt, owing from a perſon at Briſtol, for 


his vote; . Howell at firſt diſowned, = 
aitcr 
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ſer dad. he did ſay ſo, to get rid of the importu- 
of thoſe who aſked his vote for Mr. Harley; 
but ſaid, the fact was not true.—And Caſwell ſaid, 
Howell owned in court, Mr. Weaver promiſed him 
ten pounds in work at Ameſtry-bridge, if he would 
= for Mr. Harley. —Baſkervill diſowned all that 
was charged on him by the clerk. 

Lewis ſaid, that Deane, about à year and an 
half ſince, borrowed - forty ſhillings of Mr. Bang- 
ham; and about three months before the election, 
did borrow the like ſum; which Mr. Bangham at 
firſt ſcrupled, but did afterwards let him have it: 
that they ſaid nothing about the election; and Mr. 
Bangham uſed to lend money to tradeſmen. 

Price ſaid, Seward junior was bound with his 
father in a bond, dated 6th of September 1699, for 
payment of ſeven pounds :—That as to Walton, 
John Vale, Prees, Martin, Thomas Vale, Baker, New- 
ton, Bubb, Bach, and Child, there was no anſwer 
to the evidence only as to the evidence of perſons 
owning to be influenced on account of taxes, it was 
left to the credit of the petitioner's witneſſes :—and 
obſerved, the threats had not taken off any votes. 

Then they proceeded to except to ſome of thoſe 
who voted for Mr. Harley: and called 

Shooter and Mun; who, one or both, ſaid, Da- 
vis? daughter had bread ſeveral times. Evans has 
received many doles :>— That Callowhill's wife has 
received: That Taylor's daughter received at 
Chriſtmas :— Baker's family received the laſt year, 
and this :—— Powell's children have received: 
That Richards had bread the laſt year :——Marſtin 
has received this year, two or three, times: That 
Richard Smith received laſt year and this; and 
Davis ſaid, he was a poor man, and Powell's ſer- 
vant :-— That John Biſhop has had bread :—Tho- 
mas Holgate has had bread. 

As to the window-tax ; 

Davis ſaid, he was preſent, when the juſtices 
ſtruck out the names of ſeveral from paying the 
window-tax e==but it appeared, he had takch the 
* from the ſurveyor, and could not ſay, whe- 

ther they were charged; only he found about forty- 
one names in Mr. Harley's poll, who did not pay 
this tax. 
As to bribery; 

Martin ſaid, Crocket owned, he had a guinea of 
Mr. Harris, by Mr. Harley's order ; and it appear- 
ed, his houſe was burnt, towards which Lord Co- 

gave him five 

Phillips ſaid, he had forty ſhiilings of Powell, 
who told him, it was Mr. Harley's money ; and 
before the election, he told him, he gave him forty 
ſhillings, to vote for Mr. Harley. 

Phillips and Taylor ſaid, Mr. Avenant ſaid, they 
ſhould have twenty ſhillings between them, if they 
voted for Mr. Harley, which they had ; and he 
would make good what Powell ſhould promiſe 
more : but owned, they never ſaw Avenant before, 
nor did engage their votes; and both voted for 
Lord Coningfby and Mr. Colt. They owned alſo, 
there was a report of money left by Mr. Crowther 
to his poor relations, and they went to his widow, 
but ſhe diſowned them. And Davis faid, Mr. A- 
venant was a man of a good eſtate, and lived twelve 
miles from this town, and made no intereſt for 
Mr. Harley at the election. And Taylor owned, 
he had been at Mr. Avenant's, to get part of Mr. 
Crowther's legacy. 

Martin faid, at a former election, Mr. Powell 
made intereſt for Mr. Harley ; and Mr. Powell and 
Mr. Bangham lent him four pounds on his bond; 


and he heard nothing of the bond till this election, 
when Powell told him, if he would vote for Mr. 
Harley, he would give up the bond ; but he voted 
for Mr. Colt, and the day after the election paid the 
money. 


Evans ſaid, that Clark, who was agent for Mr. 


Harley, bid him ten pounds, to vote himſelf, and get 


another, for Mr. Harley; and told him, he would 
make what he owed him fifty pounds, and he 
ſhould have it at forty ſhillings a year intereſt ; 
and ſaid, he was a commiſſioner, and would excuſe 
him for the window-tax, and Powell promiſed him 
an horſe: that not voting for Mr. Harley, Clark 
called on him the day after the eleftion, and de- 


manded all his money, which was thirty-four pounds; 


four pounds whereof was on a note, but he inſiſted 
on intereſt for it; and Clark ſaid, he would ruin 
him; and when he came to vote for Mr 
Clark ſhook his head at him. 

Vaſton ſaid, on the Friday before Chriſtmas, 
Clark aſked his vote for Mr. Harley, and gave him 
two ſhillings and ſixpence to drink Mr. Harley's 
health; and his wife ſaid, Now is the time to pull 
down the furplice and Common-prayer :” and on 
St. John's day, Vaſton and Clark aſked his voie 
for Mr. Harley ; promiſed him a ſuit of cloaths the 
next day, if he would be for Mr. Harley; and 
gave him five ſhillings to drink with his neigh- 
bours. 

Badnage ſaid, Powell aſked him to vote for Mr. 
Harley; and offered to lend him ten pounds (if 
he would go out of the way) for an year, without 


intereſt. He owned, he lay at Mr. Bangham's, and 
went from thence to poll. | 


As to threats; 

Nicholſon ſaid, the day before the election he 
met one Grubb, who ſaid, he had promiſed to be 
for Mr. Colt, but was uneaſy ; and if he voted for 
Mr. Colt, he ſhould be ruined ; for he owed Mr. 
Weaver ten pounds, and was threatned to be ar- 
reſted, if he voted for Mr. Colt; and that Brown 
voted for Mr. Colt, and was arreſted. 

Price ſaid, he was turned out of the land he 
rented, becauſe he would not vote for Mr. Harley. 

Philpot ſaid, Spencer told him, if Mr. Harley 
had but ten votes, he ſhould carry it to. the parlia- 
ment-houſe ; where he was better beloved than Mr. 
Colt: and Phillips ſaid, they might ſay what they 
would before the committee, for there was no ſwear- 
ing. 

* ſaid, on the election-day, Mr. Colt junior 
and he met Phillips; who aſked, Will you take 
two guineas ?” and he holding out his hand, faid, 


„ You will tell no body :“ and Lewis ſaid, it was 
ſpoke aloud. 


For the petitioner, it was replied, as to Mr. Ave- 


nant, That Crowther had left ten or twenty pounds 
to his poor relations, to be diſtributed, as his exe- 
cutrix and overſeers ſhould pleaſe; and Mr. Ave- 
nant was overſeer : and then they produced an ex- 
tract of the will to prove it. 

Clark ſaid, Mr. Houghton of Ludlow told him, 
he heard his ſiſter ſpeak of ſome poor relations in 
this town ; and he was told, Phillips and Taylor 
were ſo; and he wrote a letter, to uſe his intereſt 
with the Lady. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That John Dutton Colt, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That Edward Harley, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament ſor this 

borough: 


borough : whereto, upon the ſaid reſolutions being 
twice read, the houſe agreed ; and ordered the re- 
turn to be amended. 
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Gorges; and the bailiff of the ſaid borough hath 
unduly returned the ſaid Edward Harley and Henry 


Gorges, in wrong of the petitioner : and. praying 


Jan. 3d. A petition of John Dutton Colt, eſ- &c. 


quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, Edward Harley, eſquire, with divers 
others his agents, did, by menaces and. other un- 
lawful practices, procure divers of the electors to 
vote for him; and, by the like means, prevailed 


with others not to vote for the petitioner : notwith- 


ſtanding which, the petitioner had the majority of 
legal votes ; yet the bailiff hath returned Mr. Har- 
ley, .in prejudice of the petitioner : and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 

Nov. 25, 1708. A petition of Farley Oſborn, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, the petitioner, with the Lord Coningſby, 
and Edward Harley, eſquire, were candidates : that 
no perſon ought to have polled, but ſuch as had 
been aſſeſſed to the poor in the preceding year's aſ- 
ſeſſment, according to the laſt determination of the 
houſe of commons, of the right of election; yet 

Mr. Thomas Chelmick, the bailiff, contrary there- 

to, did admit ſeveral unqualified perſons for Mr. 
Harley, though the petitioner excepted againſt them : 

that the new aſſeſſment for the poor was wholly ſet- 

tled by Francis Shooler and Richard Hodges, who 
calculated the ſame for the ſervice of Mr. Harley, 
after the teſte of the writ, and was ratified by two 
Juſtices of the peace, who, ſolicited votes for Mr. 
Harley; and the petitioner was. .. a fight, or 
copy of the ſaid aſſeſſment, though he demanded it : 
that during the whole poll, Edward Bangham and 
Iſaac Tomkins, two juſtices of peace, Samuel 
Clerk, Cabel Powel, and James Caſwell, receivers- 
general, and all inhabitants of this borough, with 
John Powle active agents for Mr. Harley, be- 
haved themſelves in ſo rude and violent a manner, 
to thoſe who came to vote for the petitioner, that 
it appeared a ſedition, rather than an election; and 
by their indirect practices, with perſons who had 
votes, did in a manner ſubvert the freedom of elec- 
tion: notwithſtanding which, the petitioner was duly 
elected one of the burgeſſes, by a majority of le- 
gal votes, and ought to. have been returned by the 
ſaid bailiff, who refuſed to grant the petitioner a 
ſcrutiny of the poll, and hath unduly returned the 
ſaid Mr. Harley as one of the burgeſſes, in prejudice 
of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar on the 17th of Fe- 

bruary next. 
March 5. Ordered Mr. Oſborn have leave to 
withdraw his petition. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of John Dutton Colt, 

of this borough, eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that 
the petitioner, Edward Harley, and Henry Gorges, 
eſquires, were candidates at the election for the ſaid 
borough; and that Samuel Clerk, eſquire, receiver- 
general of her Majeſty's revenue for Brecon, with 
ſeveral others, acting as agents for the ſaid Edward 
Harley and Henry Gorges, were guilty of notori- 
ous bribery, by entertaining great numbers of the 
electors of the ſaid borough, on the behalf of the 
ſaid Edward Harley and Henry Gorges, after the 
teſte of the-writ ; and by ſeveral other illegal prac- 
tices, did influence great numbers of the electors : 
by which undue means, the major part of the elec- 
tors voted for the ſaid Edward Harley and Henry 
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Ordered, chat it be referred to the, commintee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

April 16, 1714. Ordered Mr. Dutton Colt have 
leave to withdraw his ſaid petition. 

March 28, 1715. A petition of Henry Gorges, ef. 
quire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner, together 
with the right honourable the Lord. Coningſby and 
Edward Harley, eſquire, were candidates for this 
borough, at the laſt election of members for the 
faid whos. 'and the agents for the ſaid Edward 
Harley did, by themſelves, ſervants, and others, 
make intereſt for the ſaid Mr. Harley ; and did, 
contrary to the act made in the 7th year of the 
reign of King William the third, intitled, An act 
for preventing charge and expence in election of 
members; and thereby did influence great numbers 
of the electors of the ſaid borough, and obtained 
the major part of the ſaid electors to vote for the 
ſaid Mr. Harley; by which means, the bailiff of the 
ſaid borough hath returned the ſaid Mr. Harley, as 
burgeſs for the ſaid borough, in prejudice of the 
petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. | 

A petition of divers of the inhabitants of the ſaid 
borough was read; ſhewing, that the right honourable 
the Lord Coningſby, lord-lieutenant of the ſaid coun- 
ty of Hereford, has endeavoured, by himfelf and 
agents, by bribes, threats, and other illegal prac- 
tices, not only to procure himſelf to be elected a 
member; but alſo to procure Henry Gorges, eſquire, 
brother-ia- law to the ſaid Lord, to be elected mem- 
ber for the ſaid borough, at the laſt election: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter thereof, with their opinion. 

A petition of the oppreſſed inhabitants of che 
ſaid borough, complaining of an undue election and 
return for the ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, 
that by the arbitrary proceedings of Caleb Powell, 
eſquire, bailiff of the- ſaid borough, and receiver- 
general of the publick taxes for the ſhires of Bre- 
con, &c. James Caſwall, receiver-general of the 
county of Monmouth, &c. and Samuel Clark, eſ- 
quire, receiver-general of the county of Here- 
ford: That the ſaid three publick officers, have 
had the command of publick money ; they have, in 
combination with Mr. Thomas Price, town-clerk, in 
order to force the petitioners to elect Edward Har- 
ley, eſquire; and by the illegal proceedings of the 
ſaid three receivers-general, ſervants, and agents, 


have, by their lending either ſo much of the pub- 


lick money, or the ſaid Mr. Harley's money, as has 
got an influence upon a great many voters; and by 
their threats, and forcing the voters to pay what 
they are not able, and to make them vote contrary 
to their inclinations ; and by other threats, and lock- 
ing up of voters the night before the election, on 
the behalf of the ſaid Mr. Harley, by the ſaid re- 
ceivers, &c. treating them with liquor, that when 
they voted, they did not underſtand who they voted 
for; and that ſo ſoon as one of the voters was led 
home, being in drink, he was laid down upop his 
bed in his cloaths, and declared, he was prevailed 


to vote againſt his conſcience, and ſo died; and gr 
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the bailiff admitted ſeveral perſons to vote for the 
ſaid Mr. Harley, who had no right; and refuſed 
to allow others to vote for Mr. who had a 
right; and fo declared the ſaid Mr. Harley, with 
the Lord Coningſby, to be duly elected: _—— 
&c. 

* that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 23, 1716. A petition of ſeveral of the op- 
preſſed inhabitants gf this antient borough, was 
read; ſhewing, that the ſaid borough is a borough 
by preſcription, and have ſent members to parlia- 
ment time immemorial : that it was an open town, 
until the diflolution of monaſtries, and the happy 
Reformation thereupon : that the petitioners prede- 
ceſſors, during thoſe times of popery and ſuperſtiti- 
on, were influenced by the prior and monks of a 
great pnory within the ſaid town, and who were 
not only lords of it, but ſeveral of the adjacent pa- 

riſhes : that towards the latter end of the reign of 
Edward the ſixth, a charter of incorporation was 
granted for better government of the ſaid town, but 
not ſealed, by reaſon of the. demiſe of the ſaid King 
and, during the ſhort continuance of that reign, the 
antient privileges of the petitioners predeceſſors were 
rather retrieved and inlarged, than leſſened and de- 
ſtroyed thereby , but, a ſtop being put to the bleſſed 
Reformation by the . acceſſion of Queen Mary to 
the throne, ſeveral perſons who, upon that unfor- 
tunate turn, had expreſſed a furious zeal for the 
ſupport of that bloody government, obtained, as a 
reward, a more inlarged charter, and themſelves to 
be made - governors of the ſaid borough, by the 
names of a bailiff, high-ſteward, recorder, and 
twenty-four capital burgeſſes: that the petitioners 
predeceſſors, who profeſſed the proteſtant religion in 
thoſe early times, and in this then bigotted place, 
whilſt the popiſh reign laſted, could not (burning 
for conſcience-ſake excepted) lie under heavier op- 
preſſions, than the petitioners have done, for ſeveral 
years laſt paſt : and, as the inhabitants of Leominſter 
were always deſtined, whenever popery prevailed, 
and the proteſtant intereſt was in danger of being 
ſubverted, that their privileges as Engliſhmen 
ſhould be, amongſt the firſt, in hazard of being in- 
vaded; the petitioners do, in the moſt humble man- 


ner, - repreſent to this honourable houſe, That when 


the. glorious King William, of immortal memory, 
the, great preſeryer, under God, of the proteſtant 
intereſt, and liberties of Europe, arrived to relieve 
us from King James' popery and arbitrary power, 
this antient borough was reſtored to their juſt rights 
and' privileges, in -the choice of their members to 
ſerve in . parliament ;_ and do, becauſe, they may 
with truth, and without vanity, affirm, that no cor- 
poration, for the ſpace of near ſixteen years, in this 
kingdom, made uſe of that great truſt repoſed in 
them freer from corruptions and bribery, and in 
all other reſpects with greater regard to the true 
intereſt of their country, than the now abuſed petiti- 

oners did; but ſince thoſe men have had any power, 
who our glorious King, in his Royal proclamation 
for ſummoning this preſent parliament, mentions to 
haye been diſaffected to this happy acceſſion to the 
throne, and to have left this kingdom, not only 
under the greateſt difficulties in reſpect to its trade 
and navigation, but have, as his ſacred Majeſty is 
pleaſed further to declare, to his great ſurpriſe, very 


much increaſed, even ſince the concluſion of the 


laſt war, the publick debts of the nation; we, the 


ee have laboured under great Aan, 
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by means of oy ak and 8 proceedings of 


the three following receivers of the publick money, 
who are all inhabitants of our town, and two of 
them capital. burgeſſes of our corporation; viz. 

Caleb Powell, eſquire, our preſent bailiff, and re- 
ceiver-general for the publick taxes in the hires of 
Brecon, Radnor, and Montgomery ; James Caf- 
well, eſquire, likewiſe a capital burgeſs of the ſaid 
borough, and receiver-general for the publick taxes 
for the county of Monmouth, and three more 
other counties, in the extream parts of North- 
Wales; and Samuel Clarke, eſquire, receiver · general 
for the publick taxes in che county of Hereford: 

that ſince the ſaid three publick officers have had the 
command of ſo much publick money (for before they 
had none to ſpare, from carrying on their reſpective 
trades; the one being a tanner, the other a glover, 
and che third a mercer) they have, in combination and 
confederacy with Mr. Tho. Price, attorney at law, an- 
other capital burgeſs of the ſaid borough, and town- 
clerk of the ſame, and ſeveral of the magiſtrates of 
the ſaid corporation, at ſeveral paſt elections, but 


more eſpecially at the laſt, for chooſing members 


ſor this preſeat parliament, in order to force us to 
elect Edward Harley, eſquire, recorder of the ſaid 
borough, one of the auditors of the impreſts, and 
brother to the late Lord-treaſurer the Earl of Oxford, 
to whoſe favour Caleb Powell and James Caſwell, 
aforeſaid owe their employments, by the illegal, 
arbitrary, and unjuſt proceedings following, as far. 
as in them lay, endeavoured to rob us of our in- 
valuable privileges; to invert the method of our elec< 
tions; and not only to uſurp to themſelves the ſole 
government of the body corporate, but to bring 
into the members thereof the power, at leaſt, of di- 
recting, in an arbitrary manner, the inhabitants of 
this antient borough by preſcription, who they ſhall 
truſt with all that is dear to- them in this world ; 
and more particularly they, by themſelves, ſer- 
vants, agents, or accomplices, have, by their lend- 
ing ſo many, and ſuch large ſums, either of the 
publick or the ſaid Mr. Harley's money, to ſo 
many of the poorer or moſt indigent ſort of 
voters of, and inhabitants in, the ſaid borough, 
and upon ſuch ſecurities as they the ſaid voters 
could not obtain any money elſewhere, and have 
ſince broke ſome of the ſaid voters; got ſuch in- 
fluence upon ſo many of the voters of the ſaid bo- 
rough, that. by their arbitrary, illegal, and unjuſt 
proceedings, and by their threats of ſuing the ſaid 
voters, and forcing them to pay what they are not 
able, their ſaid debtors are compelled to comply, 
and vote in elections of members of parliament as 

they are directed by the aforeſaid magiſtrates, town- 
clerk, and receivers, or their or ſome of their 
agents and accomplices, contrary to their own in- 
clinations and opinions, as many of them declare ; 
and which, being ſo great a number, makes the peti- 
tioners find the hard effects of ſuch arbitrary. and 
illegal proceedings : and moreover, to carry on ſuch 
indire& proceedings, the preſent bailiff, and the 
magiſtrates, as living within the ſaid borough, have 
for many years laſt paſt, by indirect contrivances, 
kept the bailiwick, the magiſtracy, and government 
of the ſaid borough, in their own power, and a- 


mongſt their own party; for that the preſent bailiff 


hath been three times bailiff of the ſaid borough ; 
two years of which, have been within the ſpace of 
ten years laſt paſt ; and the ſaid James Caſwell 
hath been four times bailiff of the ſaid borough ; 
and hath been within the ſpace of ſeven years laſt 
paſt, bailiff of the ſaid borough for three years 
48 | acceſbvely; 
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ſacceſſively; and his father-in-law Edward angbem ; 


eſquire, one of the juſtices of the peace of the ſail 
borough, hath been three times Bailiff of the faid 
borough, and ended his laſt year's bailiwick at Mi- 
chaelmas laſt; and for the -continuance of ſuch 
their management, and keeping up the number of 
their party in the chamber, there are but 19 perſons 


beſides the bailiff in that community, which ought to 


conſiſt of 24, beſides the bailiff: and the ſaid bailiff, 
and his accomplices, neglect to fill up the ſaid 
chamber with other proper and fit perfons ; becauſe 
thoſe who are moſt proper and fit to be choſen for 
capital burgeſſes of the ſaid borough are in a con- 
trary intereſt, and oppoſite to them, and who will 
not willingly join in ſuch indirect as are uſed 
in the ſaid chamber, who have divers houſes, lands, 
and tenements, belonging to the faid chamber lying 
within the ſaid borough, and are demiſed to many 
of the inhabitants and voters of the ſaid borough 
for lives, under yearly rents and fines; which fines 
are arbitrary ; but, where the tenants are in the inte- 
reſt of the now and late years prevailing bailiff and 


magiſtrates, and their aſſociates, their fines are 


much eaſier than their oppoſers are forced to un- 
dergo; and, as an inſtance in this matter, the afore- 
. Edward Bangham, and Mr. Thomas 
Ne 0 who hold the two meſſuages they reſpectively 
live in, and lying within the ſaid borough, by leaſe 
under the ſaid chamber, by their friendſhip amongſt 
their brethren, obtained each of- them a leafe of 
their reſpective houſes, for three lives; with a cove- 
nant, that each of them ſhould, upon the death of 
one life mentioned in their reſpective leaſes, be ad- 
mitted to add 3 at one _ — be 
ſuch a rate as they 
houſes ; whereas none kg mar gee — 4 the 
ſaid chamber ever had any ſuch covenant * 
them: and the ſaid bailiff and magiſtrates, 
ſeveral others of their party in the ſaid — 
being commiſſioners, and having the executive 
power of directing and levying all the taxes within 
the ſaid borough, they have, for many years laſt 
paſt extremely eaſed themſelves, and the perſons in 
their party, in all or moſt of their ve taxes; 
and loaded their oppoſites with ſtock in trade, mo- 
ney at intereſt, and other heayy burdens, contrary 
to the rules of common juſtice z but the receivers, 
who have each of them ſeveral thouſands of 
at intereſt, not charged for the fame : and as an 
utideniable inſtance of their injuftice to the govern · 
ment, there is not, nor hath been, one houſe lying 
within the ſaid borough charged at 308. per amm for 
light-money, according to the act of parliatnent, ſince 


the ſame was made ; though there are neur 40 hoiifes they paſſed 


within the ſaid borough that ought to be charged 
therewith z and in ſuch methodarerheirs, aid all their 
votaries houſes under rated, or totally omitted to be 
rated: and for the further carrying on of their op- 
preſſion in the like nature, all perſons who will en! 
gage with them, and vote in their intereſt, are ad- 
mitted to be inhabitants, and vote in the ſaid bo- 
rough, without giving any, or, at leaſt, no ſufficient 
ſecurity to indemnify the town from their charge; 
and by which means ſome families are now, and 
more like to become, a c to this borough for 
the ſupport of them; but, if any perſons who ate 
their oppoſites, come to live within the {aid borough, 
| they are forced to give undenlable ſecurity; nor will 
that be accepted but at will and Pleaſure; and alſo 
all ſuch, and likewiſe ſuch other | 
- their oppoſites, living within the ſlid borbugh, are 
loaded with offices; forced to ſerve upon unprofita- 
ble Juries, impoveriſhed by the 1 of taxes, 


and terrified by che frowns and chreats-of dhe ma- 
giſtrates and governing part of the row; and ſucli 
as are publick houfe- kecpera, and voters) if they 
will not join with the ſaid magiſtrates in voting for 
members of - parliament as they pleaſe; are threameg 
they ſhall have no licences to ſell ale; but fack as 
will comply with them ſhalt be licenſed, or have 
leave to fell ale without licence; by reaſon 
there are at this preſent time forty publick houſes that 
ſell ale within this ſmall borough : under all which 
aggrievances, the oppreſſed petitioners have labour- 
ed for ſeveral years haſt paſt; and therefore have juſt 
reaſon now to complain; which they would have 
avoided, had not the il} practices, unjuſt and cor- 
rupt „ in the laſt election for members to 
ferve for the ſaid borough- in this pteſent parlia- 
ment, given them juſt accaſion to repreſent to this 
honourable houſe , that after the aforeſaid Cabel 
Powell, eſquire, the preſent bailiff of this 
had received the mandate from the ſheriff of the 
county of Hereford, for the dlecting ewo burgeſſes 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
by the advice of the aforeſaid town-clerk, and, as is 
believed, by the approbation, if not direction, of 
te aforeſaid Mir. Harley the recorder, after ſun-ſer, 

on Friday the twenty-eighth day of January laſt paſt, 
did eauſe publick notice to be affixed on ſeveral 
places in the ſaid town, that be the faid bailiff in · 
tended to to elect two burgeſſes to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this borough, by nine of 
the clock on the Tueſday morning following, being 
the firſt day of February inftant z which was but 
three days notice, and contrary to che act of parlia- 
ment in chat caſe made and provided, which re- 
vr quires four days notice, at leaſt, to be given of ſuch 
elections: and notwithſtanding the ſaid bailiff was 
then informed, that ſuch notice was not 
to law, yet the faid bailiff would not alter what he 


had directed; nor did he take care that the town- 


n 
the laſt and the petitioners further 
ſheweth, that from the time that the aforeſaid notice 
was given, even to the very hour of the election, 
and during the ſame, fuch bribery, arbitrary and 
corrupt proceedings, by menaces, threats, force, and 
locking up of voters the night before the election, 
were uſed and prattiſed within the ſaid borough, for 
and on the behalf of the ſaid Edward Harley, eſquire, 
by the faid receivers, magiſtrates, their agents, or ac- 
complices, or ſome of them, aas. . . want words 
to expreſs, by forcing men to vote contrary to their 
inclinations, and faithful promiſes, and by Mling 
them ſo with drink, that many of the voters when 
their votes, did net rightly underſtand 
who they voted for; and which had ſo lamentable 
effect upon one of the ſaid voters, formerly a very 
Jober man, that as ſoon «s he was led home from 
voting, he was laid down upen his bed in his 
oaths, and declared he was with- to vote 
againſt his conſcience, and forthwith died; and at 
The faid election, the bailiff ademtted ſeveral perſons 
do vote for the faid Mr. Harley, he had no right 
of voting, and refuſed to allo dhe votes, or vo poll 
ſevrral 'perſans there produced and — 
polled, on the behalf of Henry Gorges, eſquire, 
and who had a juſt right of voting; and which had 
they been polled, as 'they-onght'w- have been, would 
Have caſt the majotity on Mr. Gorges" fide, againſt 
Mr. Farley: and moreover, Thomas -Bayly, gen- 
tleman, under ſheriff for the county ef 

ee een en the mille <8, the ein poll 
ar which time he had nothing ro do chere, unkebs 
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at the fequeſt, and on the behalf, of Mr. Harley, to 
| hinder ſuch voters as were in debt from appearing, 
jor fear of being arreſted- by him; and he being re- 
for the fame, by one af the juſtices of 
the peace for the faid who liveth in Leo- 
minſter aforeſaid, and voted at the ſaid election 
againſt the ſaid Mr. Harley, the ſaid under-ſheriff 
withdrew ; and about two hours after came into 
court again, and inſulted the ſaid juſtice of the peace 
in the moſt inſolent, rude, and violent manner, 
chreatning to break his head, and calling him very 
opprobrious names, and went away with impunity z 
and after the ſaid bailiff had polled all the voters he 
would allow of, he refuſed to let the candid 
clerks compare their poll-book; with the to 
clerk's poll- book, to ſee if any, and what i 
had happened in taking the faid poll; ſaying, be 
had nothing to do with any of the poll · books, but 
with the town-clerk's, who took the poll for him 
dor dad che balliff dire& his town-clerk. to | 
over the names of the voters in his own poll-book 
to ſee that there were no miſtakes in his taking the 
poll z but the faid bailiff, finding by ſome private 
intimation given him, that the ſaid Mr, Harley had, 
according to the town-clerk's poll-book, and ac- 
cording. to the t of the proceedings 3s 
aforeſaid, ſome ' ſmall majority of the ſaid Me. 
Gorges; he commanded the town-clerk to caſt up 
the poll-book ; and according to his computation 
only, without any other inſpectors, the ſaid bailiff 
declared the right honourable Thomas Lord Con- 
ingſby, and the ſaid Mr. Harley duly elected mem- 
bers to ſerve for the ſaid borough, in the next parlia- 
ment and that he would, and accordingly did, 
return the ſame ;z and the ſaid Mr. 
Gorges' agent did then, on the behalf of the ſaid 
Mr. Gorges, tender one indenture to the ſaid bailiff, 
ready engroſſed, and required the ſaid bailiff to re- 
rura the ſaid Mr. Gorges, be being a member had 
zuſtice been done him, duly and legally choſen; 
bus cho fhid dd policvely refuſed . do the fome 3 
and the ſaid bailiff, the morning after the ſaid clec- 
rion, turned one of the ſearchers and ſealers of leather 
for the {aid borough, being a place of ſome profit, out 
of bis office, for no other reaſon, as can be known, 
than that he voted at the ſaid election againſt the 
Kid Mr, Harley: all which aftings and doings, 
- - many more of the ſame nature, are expreſiy 
Amer 40 the rules of juſtice, and are arbitrary, 
illegal, and unjuſt z and which praftices and pro- 
\ceedings, not only tend to the ruin and daſtruction 
of the rights and privileges of the petitioners, and 
this borough, in chooſing their repreſentatives in 
parliament; but alſo if practiſed in other cities, and 


/boroughs, will end in the extirpation of our truly 


happy, if apt abuſed, oonſtaturion and government : 
and praying &c. . 


- Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 


committee of privileges and elections, fo examine - 


erben the ſame, with their 

[@adered, that it be an ijnſtruction to the ſaid 
bers, het they de amine whether the Gid 
A A ith Fage Which was 
preſameg to the houſe the laſt ſeſſion ol 
and whether it was figned by the ſaid penſans. 


and corrupt practices. 


bribery and corruption of the . 


eured Heuty Gatges, efquires, to be elected for the 
ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

A motion was made to' refer it to the confides 
ration of the committee of privileges and elections, 
to examine and report the ſame; with their opinion: 
buy diſagreed to. 

Ordered the faid petition be rejected. 

April 2, 1717. A petition of Richard Gorges; 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, to- 
gether with Henry Gorges, of Eye in the ſaid county, 
eſquire, and George Caſwall, of the city of London, 
banker, ſtood candidates for the ſaid borough, in 
the room of the right honourable Thomas Lord 


Coningſby, who has been created a peer of Great 


Britain: that the ſaid George Caſwall, did, by him- 
ſelf, and others, who ated as his agents, both be- 
fore and after the teſte of the writ, openly and 
natoriouſly treat and bribe great numbers of the 
electors; by means whereof, and of other indirect 
: . procured himſelf to be 
returned à burgeſs of the ſaid borough, in prejudice 
of your petitioner ; and the faid George Caſwall's 
qualification being objected to, although he refuſed 
to declare in what particular pariſhes his eſtate lay, 
by which he ſhould have made out his qualifica- 
tion; yet the bailiff of the ſaid borough admitted 
him to poll: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, with their opinion. | 

6th, A petition of the inhabitants and burgeſſes 
of this borough, was read; ſhewing, that the ſaid 
borough i is a borough by preſeri tion; and the in- 
habitants paying Fo ot and or.” bling about three 


hundred, have ſent members to parliament time out 


of mind; but that George Caſwall, being a banker 
in London, came down to the ſaid borough ; and 
on the election of a bailiff and magiſtrates, did 
intereſt himſelf ſo much in the ſaid election, that 
he procured one Tomkins to be choſen bailiff; 
* Caſwall, brother to the ſaid George, and one 
Whittington, two juſtices of the peace for the ſaid 
borough ; that there has been a vacancy in the ſaid 
8 by the right honourable the Lord Con- 

ingſby being created a peer of Great Britain; the 
ſald George Caſwall, and many of his agents, being 
electors and inhabitants of the ſaid borough, by 
bribery, corruption, and other indirect practices and 
proceedings, procured the ſaid George Caſwall to 


be returned a burgeſs of the ſaid borough : and 


praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


Privileges and elections, to report the ſame, with 
their opinion. 


A petition of Henry Gorges, eſquire, was read 


 ſhewing, that the petitioner, with Richard Gorges 
: 1. 


and George Caſwall, eſquires, were candidates for 
and at the laſt election, for a burgeſs to ſerve in par- 
liament for this borough; that the petitioner had a 
majority of good and legal votes, above the ſaid 
Richard Gorges and Gans Caſwall; the votes of 
ſuch perſons being ſet aſide, who had received 
monies for the ſaid votes; and that by very great 
. Richard Gorges 
and George Caſwall, and their agents, and by ex- 
pences, threats, menaces, by ſeveral perſons, and 
other indirect practices, the ſaid Richard Gorges 


And George Caſwall, had the majority above the 
Petitioner, ſo 
the ſaid George Caſwall was returned; in prejudice 


ia- to the petitioner : and praying &c. 


and procured as aforeſaid ; and 


Ordered, 
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- Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to report the matter there- 

of, with their opinion. 

16th. Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the 
committee of privileges and elections, that they do 
hear the matter of the petition of ſeveral of the in- 
| habitants of this borough,who have a right of voting 
for, and electing, members to ſerve in parliament 
for this borough ; complaining of an undue elec- 
tion and return of George Caſwall, eſquire, to 
ſerve for this borough; at the ſame time they 
hear the matter of the petitions of Henry Gorges, 
and Richard Gorges, eſquires. 

May 8. The houſe being informed that George 
Caſwall, eſquire, ſitting- member for this borough, 
did, on the 13th day of April laſt, purſuant to the 
reſolution of this houſe of the 21ſt day of February 
laſt, leave with the clerk of the houſe, his de- 
mand of the qualification of Henry Gorges, eſquire; 
who petitioned, complaining of an undue election and 
return for this borough; and that he had not deli- 
vered to the clerk of the houſe any paper of his 
qualification. 

The demand of the ſaid qualification and the re- 
ſolution of the houſe of the 21ſt day of February 
laſt, were read. 

The journal of the 3d of May 1715, in the 
caſe of Honiton, in the county of Devon, was alſo 
read. 

And the clerk being called upon, acquainted the 
houſe, That he had not received any particular of 
Mr. Henry Gorges“ qualification. 

' Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 
elections be diſcharged from proceding upon the 
petition of the ſaid Henry Gorges, eſq; he having 
neglected to deliver in his qualification within fifteen 
days after the demand thereof, purſuant to the reſo- 
Jution of the houſe. | 

The houſe being acquainted that George Cat. 
wall, eſquire, ſitting - member for this borough, did, 
on the zoth day of April laſt, purſuant to the re- 
ſolution of this houſe of the 21ſt day of February 
laſt, leave with the clerk of the houſe his demand 


of the qualification of Richard Gorges, eſquire; who 


petitioned, complaining of an undue election and 
return for the ſaid borough; and that he had not 
delivered to the clerk of this houſe, any paper of 
his qualification. 

The demand of the ſaid qualification was read; 
and alſo the reſolution of the houſe of the 2 1ſt day of 
Feb. laſt, was read; and the clerk being called upon 


acquainted the houſe, that he had not received any 


particular of Mr, Richard Gorges qualification. 


Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 
elections be diſcharged from proceeding upon the 
petition of 'the ſaid Richard Gorges, eſquire; he 
having neglected to deliver in his qualification, 
within fifteen days after the demand thereof, purſu- 


ant to the ſaid reſolution of this houſe. 


20th. Ordered, the report of the election to be 
received on Thurſday next. | 

. 350. Order ho te received on this day ſeven- 
nig 

zoth. Mr. Hampden reported according to order 
che matter of the ſaid election, as it appeared to 
the committee, on the petition of che inhabitants and 
burgeſſes of the faid borough. _ 

That the committee had examined the maitls'bf 
the petition. .And the petitioners counſel objected 
bribery againſt che ſitting · member, and called 

. Herring; who ſaid, he voted” at former 


. er 7 


lieved the reſt of the forty 


elections: that all the candidates at this election 
aſked his vote; and captain Welling gave him 
twenty guineas, but never aſked his vote. 

That he and ſeveral other voters, in number for. 
ty, met Mr. John Caſwall the Aittlng-member's 
brother, and captain Welling : that the ſitting. 
member came once into the room, and drank ſome 
ale with them; they drank his health, for which 
he thanked them; and ſaid, he hoped they would 
vote for him, and went away without ſaying any 
morè to them: that they all agreed not to vote for 
either under twenty guineas each; and Mr. Jun 
Caſwall putting down that ſum, they ſigned a pa 
per to vote for General Gorges and Mr. Cafwall 
that the captain gave him his twenty guineas; and 
he thinks I the reſt had the ſame ; but faw none 
paid, except his own : that the fitting-member never 
gave, nor offered him any thing: that he voted for 
Mr. Caſwall; but, withoutthe twenty guineas, ſhould 
have voted for Capt. Gorges; but he ſaid, before Mr. 
Caſwall camedown, Mr. Bangham, the receiver-gene- 
ral of the county, had aſked votes for General Gorges; 
acted as his agent; and gave the witneſs ſeven guineas 
as a free gift ; but did not aſk his vote when he gave 
the money; and that Mr. Batch had alfo before 
this, bid ten or eleven guineas each for votes, for 
General Gorges; but the inden did not know he 
gave any thing. 

This witneſs being aſked, dicker he was not to 
give his vote for the twenty guineas, which he 
called a free gift? anſwered, that he did not er r 
they were given him for nothing. 

Thomas Caldecot ſaid, that William Jpences 
gave him ten guineas as a free gift, and never aſk- 
ed his vote, nor ſaid what he was to do for them : 
he voted for Mr. Caſwall; and without the ten 
guineas he ſhould have voted for General Gorges. 

But faid, Mr. Bangham the receiver-general, had 
before this given him ſeven pounds, which the wit- 
neſs paid him back again, after he had received the 
ten guineas; and Mr. Bangham told him, he would 
give him the ſeven pounds clean, if he would vote 

for them. 

That E pense Mr. Bangham aſked votes 
for General Gorges, and Spencer for Mr. Caf 
wall. 

Mr. Samuel Burton ſaid, he happened to be at 
this borough at this time, and meeting the ſitting- 
member, obſerved: how liberal he was for his elec- 
tion; to which he replied, he might be choſe elſe- 
There, but here Ras: was born, and would be a 
member whatever it coſt him; and ſaid, be had 
brought down with him the ſinews of an election; 
and ſaid, he is receiver for Radnorſhire, and has 
deen ſo for two years: that he is agent for General 
"Gorges, al is fire ers ren "hover gave; any 
thing to any man alive for his vote. 
Kedward faid, he was one of the forty, who ſet 
their hands to the paper to vote for twenty guineas 
each. That Captain Welling gave him twenty 
guineas, but gave it as a free token. That he be- 
had their twenty guineas 
each, for he ſaw them come out of the room with 
nothing but gold in cheir hands; he ſaw 
none paid but his own; for Mr. John Caſwall, the 
fitting-member's brother, and Captain Welling, 
who paid the money, called them out of one room 
into another, one by one; but Mr. George Caſ- 
wall was not there when the money was paid: but 
aid, that before” this Mr. the Teceiver- 
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neas to vote for General Gorges; and he repayed it 
to Mr. Bangham, before the election. 

That the witneſs telling John Brown, what he 
had for his vote, Bourne told him he had ten 

all in ſhillings and ſix-pences; and not 
one half-crown amongſt them. 

Mr. Colt, junior, ſaid, that Francis Steel, who 
voted for the ſitting-member, told him, he owed 
Mr. John Caſwall on bond 30 l. which he borrowed 
when he was receiver-general ; and was afraid he 
would be thrown into gaol, if he did not vote for 
Mr. George Caſwall. 

Catharine. Halfpenny ſaid, Mr. Thomas Price, the 
tovn- cler, ſollicited votes for Mr. George Caſwall; 
and ſhe heard him declare publickly in the open 
ſtreet, to about twenty perſons, moſt of whom were 
_ that whatever money was given on the other 

fide, they would double, to carry the election; but 
Mr. George Caſwall was not preſent when he ſaid 
18. 

The ſitting- -member's counſel inſiſted, that no 
credit ought to be given to the witneſſes produced 
for the petitioners, who had owned their corruption 
on all ſides : that if ſuch evidence were to be cre- 
dited, it ought only to affect ſome particular votes, 
who did not appear, by any poll produced, to have 
voted for the ſitting-member : that ſhould all theſe 
be taken from the poll, Mr. George Caſwall would 
have a majority againſt every other candidate : that 
the poll and the right of election were not diſputed: 
that the witneſſes examined, declared Mr. George 
Caſwall neither gave, nor offered any thing; 
nor was preſent when any thing was offered, 
or given, by his direction; and therefore they 
thought it not to be neceſſary to produce evidence 
for him; the evidence not affecting him, nor tak- 
ing away the majority from him on the poll. 

To which it was replied, that though Mr. George 
Caſwall had a majority; yet as it was obtained by 
bribery, his election is void. 

The committee reſolved, 

That George Caſwall, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

The ſaid reſolution being read twice, was agreed 
unto by the houſe. 

Dec. 2. A petition of Henry Gorges, eſquire, of 
Eye in this county,' was read; ſhewing, that the 
petitioner, together with George Caſwall, of the 
city of London, banker, were candidates for this 
borough, at the laſt election of a member to ſerve in 
for the ſaid borough : that the ſaid George 
Caſwall did, by himſelf, and his agents, openly and 
notoriouſly treat, and bribe great numbers of the 
eleftors ; by which their votes were influenced ; as 
alſo, by virtue of large ſums of money given by 
the ſaid George Caſwall, and his agents, to moſt of 
the faid voters, at his former election; for which 
reaſon, this honourable houſe declared the ſaid elec- 
tion void ; by means whereof, and other indirect and 
corrupt praQtices, he, the ſaid George Caſwall, 
hath again procured himſelf to be returned a bur- 
gels, to ſerve in parliament; in prejudice of the pe- 
titioner, and in violation of the rights and privi- 
leges of the ſaid borough : that the ſaid George 
Caſwall is not qualified to fit as a member in this 
honourable houſe, not having a ſufficient eſtate ; nor 
had at the time of his election 300 1. per annum, as 
is required by an act of parliament, made in the 
ninth year of her late Majeſty Queen Anne: and 
. praying & c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

14th. Ordered, leave be given to withdraw the 
ſaid petition. 

March 10, 1720. The houſe proceeded fo take 
into farther conſideration the reports from the com- 
mittee of ſecrecy : 

And that part thereof which relates to 50,0001. 
South-ſea ſtock, taken in by Robert Knight, for 
the uſe of Elias Turner, Jacob Sawbridge, and 
Sir George Caſwall, a member of che houſe, was 
read; and ſeveral witneſſes were examined, and 
books and papers read; and Sir George Caſwall was 
heard in his place. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that dur- 
ing the time, the bill, for enabling the South-ſea 
company to enlarge their capital ſtock and fund, 
was depending in parliament, fifty thouſand pound 
ſtock, being part of the five hundred ſeventy four 
thouſand five hundred fictitious ſtock, entered in 
the caſh-book of the company, as ſold for one 
million two hundred fifty nine thouſand, three hun- 
dred and ſeventy five pounds, was taken in, or held 
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by Robert Knight, late caſhier of the ſaid compa- 


ny, for Elias Turner, Jacob Sawbridge, and Sir 
George Caſwall (a member of this houſe) without 
any valuable conſideration paid, or ſufficient ſe- 
curity given for the acceptance of, or payment for 
ſuch ſtock : 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, by the 
books of the ſaid Turner and company, and the 
examinations now before this houſe ; That there 
was a clear profit of two hundred and fifty thouſand 
pounds made of the ſaid fifty thouſand pounds ſtock 
ſo taken in, or held as aforeſaid : 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Sir George Caſwall, by 
concurring with his partners, the ſaid Elias Turner, 
and Jacob Sawbridge, in having the fifty thouſand 
pounds ſtock taken in, or held as aforeſaid, has 
been guilty of a corrupt, infamous, and dangerous 
practice; highly reflecting on the honour and juſtice 
of parliament, and deſtructive to the intereſt of his 
Majeſty's government : 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Sir George Caſwall be, for 
his ſaid offence, expelled this houſe, and committed 
priſoner to the Tower of London. 

13th. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for elect- 
ing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of Sir 
George Caſwall, knight, expelled. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of Edward Harley of 
Aywood in the county of Hereford, eſquire, was 
read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner having been 
choſen one . . . the repreſentatives in parliament for 
this borough, for above twenty years, and recor- 
der of the ſaid borough for above thirty years, did 
receive a paper, which was voluntarily ſubſcribed 
by a great number of the inhabitants, who have a 
right of voting, deſiring the petitioner again to re- 
preſent the borough, as he had formerly done : 
that Sir George Caſwall by himſelf, and ſeveral 


others, who acted as his agents, did, by diſtribut- 


ing great ſums of money amongſt the electors, ſo 
far influence their votes, that by means thereof, and 
by many other corrupt practices, the ſaid Sir George 


Cafwall procured himſelf to be returned for the ſaid 


borough ; in prejudice to the inhabitants of the ſaid 
borough: and the ſaid Sir George is not qualified to 
ſit as a member, not having a ſufficient eſtate clear 
of incumbrances : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 
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A petition of James Clark, eſquire, was read; 


- ſhewing, that at the election of members to ſerve in 


parliament for this borough, Sir Andrew Croft, 
baronet, Sir George Caſwall, knight, Edward Har- 
ley, eſquire, and the petitioner, were candidates : 
the petitioner having the majority of legal votes, 
ought to have been returned one of the burgeſſes of 
the ſaid borough ; but by many corrupt and illegal 
practices, made uſe of by the ſaid Sir George Caſ- 
wall, he procured himſelf to be returned in preju- 
dice of the petitioner, and the rights and privileges 
of the ſaid borough: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 11, 1723. The petition of Edward Harley 
was again read, the ſame in ſubſlance with the 
former. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 13, 1724. The petition of Edward Harley 
was again read, the ſame in ſubſtance as before. 

Ordered, to be referred as before. 

April 6, 1725. Ordered the report to be re- 
ceived to-morrow ſeven-night. 

14th. Ordered to be received on Friday next. 

16th. Mr. Gybbon, according to order, reported 
the matter of the ſaid election: that the right of 
election was 2 to be in the bailiffs, capital bur- 
geſſes, and inhabitants of the ſaid borough, paying 
ſcot and lot. 

The poll was, For Sir George Caſwall, 20 5. 

For Mr. Harley, 92. 

For the petitioner it was inſiſted, that this election 


- was void becauſe of bribery; and they produced evi- 


dence of bribery in general, and of 34 votes in par- 
ticular. 

Mr. Nelme, the returning-officer, ſaid, thac Sir 
George Caſwall, before the election, made great 
application to him to obtain the return; which he 
ſaid he would have, and offered him a conſiderable 
gratuity : that another candidate being ſet up, the 
ſitting-member in public company, where were ſe- 
veral voters, ſhewed them a purſe of gold; and 
ſtriking the bottom of it with his finger, ſaid, he 
« knew what would do in this borough ; which was 
„like a farm, where, the good wife beating 
the bottom of the pail, all the hogs run to the 
e waſh” and the night before the election, he 
ſaw Sir George give ſeveral voters one guinea 
- - 

The firſt part of this evidence, in regard to the 
purſe, was given by William Vaſton. 

Mr. Nelme alſo ſpoke to eleven voters in parti- 
cular, who had owned they had a guinea each, 
from Captain Caſwall, brother ,and agent for Sir 
George; and one of them ſaid, he was promiſed 
to have more, as any other had; and John 
Lloyd, another of them, ſaid, one Smith, an 


agent for Sir George Caſwall, had promiſed him 
five pounds. 


Vaſton alſo ſpoke to twenty-one voters ; that John 


Barlow told him, Sir George Caſwall proimitee to 


give him as much as any other had; and ſaid, he 
gave none, who at the laſt election would take mo- 
ney, leſs than ten guineas. 

That ten others owned to him that they voted 


for Sir George Caſwall, becauſe. they were promiſ- 


ed by him, or his agents, that they ſhould have as 
much is any other had: he could not ſay they had 


any thing; but ſome of them faid, Sir George 
* 2 : ? 


had appointed money to be ſpent at their houſes: - 

as to the other ſeven ; he faid, John Harris detlated 

he voted for Sit George CuſWall, betavſe one! of 

his agents lent him twenty pounds: and Perks ſaid, 

he voted, becauſe Smith had promiſes vs 
unds. 

That Ar. Morris declared he voted for Sir 
upon a promiſe of money from Mr. Smith ; and 
Morris, becauſe his ſon's bond was en by Sir 
George. 

That Turner ſaid, he voted, beeaule he had te 
guineas at the former election. | 

That Ryecreft ſaid, Captain Caſwall gave kim 
a guinea, and Sir George promiſed him as mueh az 
any of the others had.' 

Caleb Powell, eſquire, ſaid, Sir George declared 
he was deſirous of being elected, and in this no- 
thing ſnould be wanting; that He would e or ex. 
pend as much money as any body. 

That Davis ſaid to him (0 (Mr. Powell) that 8 
cer, the poſtmaſter (who aſked votes for Sir George) 
promiſed him ten pounds for his vote ; and after the 
election came to him to know, how he ſhould get his 
money. That Sir George, at Mr. Powell's houſe, aſked 
ſome gentlemen their votes, and told them, 
had twenty guineas each of him at the laſt election, 
and they ought to do ſomething for him now ; and 
aſked, if he ſhould fell his eftate and diſtribute ; it 
amongſt them: — That Armſtrong owned to him, 
that Captain Caſwall gave him four- pounds on a 
note of hand, a promiſed * would never 
aſk for it. 

That John Floyd, ſince the Hetion, owned that 
Captain Caſwall gave him ten pounds for drink had 
at his houſe, and for his vote. 

Francis Phillips ſaid, that on the election-day, as 
he was going to poll, Smith, who aſked votes for 
Sir George, and is a mercer, took him into his 
houſe, where thirty voters, or more, were eating and 
drinking : that Smith promiſed ſeveral of them mo- 
ney, but did not ſay how much; and told him, he 
ſhould have the fame as they bad: and Smith car- 
ried them by five or ſix at a time to the poll; but 
ſaid, he had received no money, nor would he fay 
the others had. 

Morris and Smith ſaid, that Jonathan Naſh, who 
aſked votes for Sir George, did, in the evening be- 
fore the election, promiſe ſeveral voters at the Green 
Dragon, that they ſhould have as much as any 
had, except the managers, Who were to have fifty 
guineas a man; and he mentioned to them four or 
five guineas each: and Morris faid, Naſh promiſed, 
they ſhould be paid within a very few days after 
the election was over, when Sir re would re- 
compenſe his friends; bur till then his hands were 
tied: and Sir George ſaid he had been generous at 


the laſt election; had given ten guineas a man: 


he could not promiſe now ; but ſaid, they ſhould 
have as before; and his word had been taken for 
10,000 1. ; 

Smith faid, that a fortnight before the election, 
he had à guinea from Sir brother; who 
then aſked his vote when there ſhould be occaſion: 
he ſaid, he demanded the money on accoum of Mr. 
Bateman's election, and had it that account; 
but he would not have voted mow for Sir George, 
if he had not had that guinea. 

The journal of the zoth of May 1717, was read q 
when bribery was objected againſt Sir George and 
he was voted to be not duly elected. 

In anſwer it was inſiſted, that the evidence offer- 
ed did not affect him i in this election; and they ob- 


jected 
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jeed bribery, to induce the petitioner to be a can- 
didate, and to vote for him; and called | 

Thomas King, who ſaid, Mr. Tomkins, an agent 
for the petitioner, follicited him, and other voters, 
to ſign a paper, inviting the petitionet to be a can- 
didate at this election; and promiſed to give him 
as much as any others had, but did not ſay how 
much. | <7 
That Thomas Vale told him, Tomkins had pub- 
lickly promiſed the voters 151. each ; and bid thoſe 
preſent tell as many others as they could, that they 
ſhould have the. ſame ; upon which many of them 
Hgned the paper. 

Lock faid, that Mr. Tomkins invited him to the 
three Horſe-ſhoes, to ſign a paper of invitation of Mr. 
Harley; and told him, he ſhould have 5 or 61. to ſign 
it : that he went and found about ſixty voters there ; 
and ſeveral of them told him they had the ſame 
promiſe of Mr. Tomkins: the witneſs aſked, on 
what terms they ſhould vote for the petitioner ? Mr. 
Tornkins. anſwered, they ſhould be ſatisfied to their 
own contents; or might vote as they pleaſed : But 
ſaid, the petitioner declared publickly he would give 

—_— and when thoſe voters met again on the 

evening of the election, he never went near them; 

and alſo, that he did not know any one had any thing 
for ſigning the paper. 

William Powell ſaid, that Mr. Tomkins came to 
the three Horſe-ſhoes, when about ſix of the voters 
were there; and aſked, on whoſe account they 
drank ? they anſwered, they paid their own money; 
upon which he aid, he underſtood Mr. Cook would 
give ſeven 4 a man; and then Tomkins de- 
clared, Mr. Harley would give ten pounds, 
and if that would not do, fifreen; and if that would 
not do, twenty each man ; bur owned, he voted 
fingly for Sit George; and did not give his other 
vote, becauſe a perſon did not come OO on 
behalf of the petitioner. 

To anſwer Mr. Nelme's evidence; 

Michael Stephens ſaid, that after the election, 
Mr. Nelme and he, coming together from Mr. Har- 
ley's they diſcourſed about the election, and the na- 


tare of the evidence to be given concerning it: Nelme 


ſaying he was to be a witneſs, and aſking if the 
evidence was to be upon oath ? the witneſs an- 


ſwered, no; but great regard was to be had to 
the truth : Nelme replied, he might lye to ſell 


a little flannel or cloth in his ſhop ; and it would 
be no harm to tell a lye to ſerve his friend: he alſo 
aid, that at the ſame time, the petitioner offered him 
great rewards to vote for a perfon in his intereſt, 
to be the next bailiff, 

Benion Stephens ſaid, that the money diſtributed 
by Captain Caſwall was given three or four months 
before this election, and before Mr. Harley was a 


candidate; and that it was given by Mr. Bateman's 


order, as his bounty of charity, after his election: 
and he ſaw ſeveral of the voters demand, and re- 


ceive it as ſuch. 
It was alfo proved, that Mr. Bateman deſired 


—— of this Borough, as he thought to be objects 
of charity. 


That the committee reſolved, 


That Sir George Caſwall is not duly clefted a 
burgeſs, to ferve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

The faid reſolution was a ſecond time read; and 
the a of the 7th of King William III. chap. 4. for 
preventing charge and expence in elections of mem- 
bers, to ſerve in parliament, was read; and the ſaid 
reſolution was diſagreed to. 


Captain Cafvall to give a guinea each, to ſuch poor 


LES CARD. 
HIS borough was made fo, by Richard 


Duke of Cornwall ; by charter dated June 5, Brady 44, 
1240. It ſent burgeſſes to parliament from the 45- 
26th of Edward I. and has ſo continued to do ever 
ſince, as doctor Willis writes: but Mr. Prynne "$498; 95 
gives the catalogue from the 35th of Edward I. J 4th part 


Regiſt. 
meet with no memoirs relating to its elections, un- 1039, 


til ſince the reſtoration, and theſe very few, viz. 

May 5, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges, touching the double return 
for this borough, that John Connoit and John Ro- 
binſon, eſquires, are returned by the proper officer 
and the opinion of the committee, that they ought 
to ſit until the merits of the cauſe be determined: 
Whereto the houſe agreed. 

March 13, 1698. The houſe being informed that 
John Buller, 7 * who was a candidate at the 
election for the choice of members, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament, for this borough, hath brought 
an action, upon the ſtatute made in the ſeventh year 
of his Majeſty's reign, againſt Mr. Richard Ro- 
berts, the mayor of - 6 faid borough, for the ſum 
of five hundred pounds, for making a falſe return of 


William Bridges, eſquire; although the ſaid Mr. 


Buller never petitioned againſt, or queſtioned the 
ſaid return in this houſe. 

And a debate ariſing in the houfe thereupon, it 
was ordered to be conſidered on Wedneſday next. 

15th. The houſe reſumed the conſideration of the 
ſaid matter, and after long debate, it fell without 
any thing done thereupon, 

Feb. 24, 1709. Ordered a warrant for electing 
a burgeſs, to ſerve for this borough, in the room 
of William Bridges, eſquire, made aſſiſtant to the 
lieutenant- general of the ordnance 


LESTWITHIEL. 
IIS borough is ſituate in the county of Corn- 


wall; and, according to Dr. Willis, returned Willis, 
burgeſſes to parliament in the 33d of Edward the? Vol. 39. 


firſt; and then ceaſed, till the 4th of Edward the 


ſecond: but Mr. Prynn has taken no notice of it,B. P. R. 
until the latter time; when, he writes, it firſt re- 193. 


turned ; and from thence it hath continued to re- 
turn, until this time. I meet with no memoirs of 
its right of election, or repreſentatives in that re- 
ſpec, until the Reſtoration : from that time theſe 
following do occur. 

May 5, 1660. Mr, Turner reported from the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this borough, That John Clayton 
and Walter Moyle, eſquires, are returned by the 
mayor, by one inqpature; and Henry Ford, eſquire, 
is returned by the mayor in another; and the opi- 


nion of the committee is, none of theſe perſons 


ought to ſit, until the merits of the cauſe be deter- 
mined : whereto the houſe agreed; and reſolved, 

That the mayor of this borough be ſummoned 
to appear at the bar of this houſe, on Monday next 
come fortnight, to anſwer his miſdemeanor, in mak- 
ing an inſufficient return of members to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this borough : and that 
he bear the charge of the ſummons: I do not find 
the mayor appeared at the bar. But, 

June 4. Mr. Turner reported from the ſame com- 
mittee, on the ſaid return; That, upon examination 
of the fact, it appeared, the double indenture, 
whereby Henry Ford, eſquire, was returned, was 
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ſo returned by the mayor, upon a promiſe made to 
him, that, if it were adjudged a falſe return, he 
ſhould be ſaved harmleſs therein; and that the com- 
mittee were of opinion, that John Clayton and 
Walter Moyle, eſquires, were duly elected, and 
ought to ſit: whereto the houſe agreed ; and order- 
ed the return of Mr. Ford to be taken off the 
file; and 

Reſolved, that the mayor of this borough, who 
was ſummoned to attend, be diſcharged from farther 
attendance, on paying his fees. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of John Hicks, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
invited, by the electors of this borough, to be one of 
their repreſentatives in this preſent parliament ; but 
a peer of the realm, of great place and truſt in this 
county, did not only perſuade and influence the 
electors, not to chooſe the ſaid petitioner, before the 
election, but appeared there, and recommended, 
for burgeſſes, George Booth and Samuel Travers, 
eſquires ; for whom his Lordſhip declared he would 
be anſwerable: by means whereof, and by many 
corrupt practices, by the agents of the ſaid Mr. 
Booth and Mr: Travers, ſeveral of the ſaid electors, 
who had invited the petitioner, as aforeſaid, were 
prevailed upon to vote againſt him; and yet he 
doubts not to prove, he had the majority of legal 
votes for him; but William Taprell, the mayor, 
refuſed to return him: praying the conſideration and 
relief of the houſe. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

May 4, 1699, Ordered, that John Hicks, eſquire, 
have leave to withdraw his ſaid petition. 

Feb. 20, 1700. A petition of George Booth, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was a 
candidate to be elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough ; but, by ſeve- 
ral illegal practices, Sir John Moleſworth, and 
John Buller, eſquire, have obtained a return to 
ſerve for this borough; to the great prejudice of 
the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 18. Ordered, that George Booth, eſquire, 
have leave to withdraw his ſaid petition. 

May 5, 1701. A petition of John Hicks, of Tre- 
vithick in the county of Cornwall, eſquire, was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, being a neigh- 
bour of this borough, was, by the electors of the 
ſaid borough, encouraged to offer his ſervice, to be 
choſen one of their repreſentatives in the preſent 
parliament, in the room of J. Buller, eſq; deceaſed, 
that by the influence of a noble peer of this realm, 
and of the ſolicitations of his ſervants and agents, 
and other indirect means, ſeveral perſons, that had 
invited the petitioner, were prevailed. on to deſert 
him, and to vote for the honourable George Booth, 
eſquire ; notwithſtanding which, the petitioner had 
a majority of lawful voices; yet Nevil Peters, the 
mayor, returned the ſaid George Booth, and re- 
fuſed to hear, or ſign the E indenture: 
and praying &c. 5 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges, to examine the matter, and report it, 
with their opinion. | 

Jan. 5. A petition of Warwick Hawkey, eſquire, 
was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly 
choſen a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough, and ought to have been returned, 
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with George Booth, eſquire; but the mayor, upon 
pretence that Sir John Moleſworth had an equality 
with the petitioner, hath returned Sir John Mole. 
worth, in wrong to the petitioner 2 and Praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of James Kendall, ef. 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the right of elec. 
ing burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this 
is in the capital being ſeven in number 
(whereof the mayor is to be one) and ſeventeen other 
burgeſſes, called aſſiſtants : that the petitioner was 
duly choſen a member to ſerve in this preſent patli- 
ament for the ſaid borough, and . ought to have 
been returned as ſuch ; but John John, the then 
mayor, having, ſome time before the election, ar- 
bitrarily disfranchiſed ſeveral of the ſaid burgeſſes, 
and uſed divers other undue practices, to prevent 
the election of the petitioner, hath unjuſtly returned 
Robert Moleſworth, eſquire, in wrong to the peti- 
tioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 15. Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the 
ſaid committee, that they. hear the merits of the 
ſaid election before Chriſtmas. 

20th. A complaint being made to the houſe, that 
John John, the late mayor of this borough, John Haw- 
key, and William Traprell, having the books, re- 
lating to this corporation in their cuſtody, have not 
permitted James Kendall, eſquire, or his agents, 
to inſpect, and take notes and copies from the 
ſame, according to an order made by the commit- 
tee of privileges and elections in that behalf; 

Ordered, that the ſaid John John, John Hawkey, 
and William Traprell, do, upon ſight hereof, per- 
mit the ſaid James Kendall, or his agents, to in- 
ſpect the ſaid books; and take ſuch notes and co- 
pies thereof, as they ſhall think fit. 

21ſt. Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the 
committee of privileges and elections, that if they 
cannot go through the cauſe, touching the 
for this borough, this afternoon, they do ſit 
morrow morning, at ten o'clock, if they think 
fit. 

Jan. 8. Ordered the report to be made on Thurſ- 
day- ſeven- night next. 

. 17th. Mr. Compton reported, the matter of the 
ſaid election, as follows: | 

That, upon the poll, the numbers were, 

For the petitioner — . 8, 

| For Mr. Moleſworth 15: 

That, for the petitioner, it was inſiſted, the right 
of election was in the mayor, capital burgeſſes, and 
ſeventeen aſſiſtants; and it was agreed to be on the 
behalf of the ſitting · member: 

That the petitioner inſiſted, that the ſix, who 
had a right, were refuſed ; viz. Trewbody, Spiller, 
Hobb, Taprell, Styles, and James; and eight o- 
thers, who had no right, were polled for Mr. 
Moleſworth ; and they proved, the ſaid fix perſons 
had offered their votes for the petitioner, 

That as to their right, the caſe was : 

By the charter, 6 Jac. I. (which was 
and read to the committee) it appeared, that this 
corporation was conſtituted of a mayor, ſix capital 
burgeſſes, and ſeventeen aſſiſtants ; and that the ca- 
pital burgeſſes, pro mala gubernatione, aut male /e 
gerend, aut . 
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charter. And as to the 8 perſons ex- 
iz. Hawkey, Martin, Curtis;'Tomkin, 
and Libby z beſides, that 
elected into the places of thoſe 
the charter of the 6th of Jac. I, 
or removal, of any bur- 
provides in theſe words, Grow — 
liceat et licebit majori et capitalibus burgenfibus 
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great meaſure, upon the fix perſons demanding their 
which being fully proved y tho other matter 

was not controverted. 5 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

That John Trewbody had « right to vote in the 


phrey Spiller, Nicholas Hobb, John 
Taprell, Nevil Styles, and Henry James, had a 
right to vote in the laſt election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough. 
That John Hawkey, James Martin, William 
Curtis, Stephen Tomkin, Chriſtopher Philips, Ed- 
ward Lee, Chriſtopher Clemeſe, and John Libby, 
had, not a right to vote at the laſt election of bur- 
1 parliament for this borough. 
That Robert Moleſworth, eſquire, is not duly 
archel a burg to ſerve in dis preſent parliament 
2 
That James Kendall, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs' o ſerve in thivparliament for this bo- 


Tbe ſaid 1 4 being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe 3 and the return ordered 
to be amended. * * 

Nov. 26, 1708. Ae of Francis Robbrtes 
and Ruſſel Robartes, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
chat at the late election of members to ſerve in this 
parliament for this borough, the petitioners were 
duly choſen by a great majority of legal votes ; yet 
Alexander ] the mayor, hath made a return, 


and praying 

' Ordered to be. heard on the a6th of Februar 
next. 
A petition of the chief magiſtrates and afliftants 
of this:-borough was read x, ſhewing,” that the right 
of election to chooſe parliament-men for this bo- 
rough, is in the mayor, ſix chief magiſtrates, and 
ſeventeen aſſiſtants, : making in the whole twenty- 
four ; one whereof died before the election, and the 
remaining twenty three gave their votes as follows: 
For the honourable Francis Robartes 20, 
| wh the hohourable Ruſſell Robartes 17, 

James Kendall, eſquire,— g., 

- Joſeph Addiſon, eſquire,— 4. 
Notwithſtanding, Alexander Johns, the mayor, 
WW 
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ſon, to the great violation of the rights of the ſaid 
borough, and the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered to de heard" on "the '26th of February 
next. 

Nov. 16, 10g. The petition of Francis Robartes 
and Ruſſell Robartes, eſquires; was again read. . 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, do examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Alſo, the petition of the chief magiſtrates and 
alliftants was read ; and ordered to be referred in 
the like manner. 

. Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the faid 
committee, that they do examine, whether the pe- 
titions, to them referred, be the fame, and ſigned 
by the ſame parties, as thoſe preſented the laſt ſeffi- 
ons of parliament. 


23d. Mr. Compton reported from the ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter relating to the variation, in the 


ſigning the petitions preſented to the houſe this 
ſeſſion, from thoſe preſented the laſt ſeſſion, com- 


plaining of an undue election and return for this 
borough : _ 

That the ſaid committee, purſuant to the inſtruc- 
tions given them (to examine whether the petitions, 
to them referred, be the ſame, and ſigned by the 


ſame parties) have examined the faid petitions, and 


The petition of the chief magiſtrates and aſſiſt- 
ants of this borough, complaining of an undue 
election and return of James Kendall and Joſeph 
Addiſon, eſquires, preſented the laſt ſeſſions, was 
ſigned by William Taprell, and eighteen other per- 
fons ; and the petition, under the ſame title, pre- 
ſented this ſeſſion, is ſigned by the ſaid cighteen 
perſons, without the ſaid William Taprell. | 

: Ordered, that the ſaid committee be directed to 

to hear the matter of the petition, com- 
plaining of an undue election and return for this bo- 
rough, and to the ſame, with their ion 
therein, to the houſe, although William Taprell, 
who ſigned the firſt petition, be dead. 

Ordered, that they do hear the ſame, at the time 
appointed for hearing the petition of Francis Ro- 
bartes and Ruſſell Robartes, eſquires, complaining of 
the ſaid election and return. 

Dec. 19. eee received en 
the morrow morning. 

20th. Mr. Compton, according to order, report- 
ed from the ſaid committee, the matter, as it ap- 
peared to them, upon the ſaid petitions : 8 

That it was agreed, that this borough is a cor- 
poration by preſcription; and that the right of elec- 
ting members to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 
rough, is in the mayor, ſix capital 79%. me] and 
ſeventeen affiſtants. 

But, for the petitioners, it was inſiſted, That the 
mayor and capital burgeſſes always choſe, or confirmed 
the aſſiſtants annually, viz. on Tueſday after Micha- 
elmas, being the day appointed for the election of a 
mayor by the charter; and that, before the election 
of a new mayor, it is in the power of the mayor 
and capital burgeſſes to continue the aſſiſtants, or 
diſplace them, at pleaſure; and that no perſon has 
a voice in the election of members to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, but ſuch as had a right to vote in the preced- 
ing election of a mayor. 

But, for the returned members, it was inſiſted, 
that when an aſſiſtant was once choſen, he continued 


to be an aſſiſtant without any confirmation, and 


could not be difplaced by the mayor and capital 
GY” without juſt cauſe. 8 
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M 
re 
and the following clauſe was read: fs 

Ex ulterius volumus ac per rasanter pro 2 
beredibus, et ſucceſſaribus noftris,” cancedimus prefoto 
majori et burgenſibus burgi predifli,, & 


ſucceſſaribus 
| ſuis, quid major es copitales hurgenſes durgi predi?. 


aut major pars enam, quorum majeren pro tempire 
exiſtent. unum eſſe volumus, de tempors in lempus per- 
Petuis fuluris temporibus, patgfatem ot antboritatem 


habeant ef habebunt, eligendi e nominandi, & quid . 


gere et nominare poſſunt et valeant annuatim, et gus- 
libes anno, in perpetuwm, in die martis prox. feſt. Sandi 
Michaelis Archangeli, duos de capitalibus burgenhus 
burgi preditti;. 6x quibus duobus, fic, uu prefertur eli 


gend. major, ' capitales burgenſes, et 1 ali de 
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venteen aſſiſtants have 
put in their places; p one 
who appeared . 
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the liſt of the ſeventeen aſſiſtants ed: 
r ad others: choſe in 


Tt 


fir 
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n - 
1 5 minifinr 
ed caſually with 
old capital burgeſits, ſince dead, about che 
tution of the town and they informed the 
the mayor, . together with — ety Wed 
always had a power, yearly, : to conſum the ſeven- 
teen aſſiſtants, or 40 diſplace them, and ohuſe others 
in their places, as they ſhould: think Ft. 
The Sounſel dor dhe returned members, to juſtify 
their allegation, produced a copy of a beport out 
of the Journal of the houſe, of the 15th of January 
1795 3 Whereby it-apprared, that-ſix iperſons, one 
whereof was a capital burgeſ, anfl the five others 
aflitants, who had been ramoved by the then mayor 


and the other burgeſſes (and eight uthers choſen in 
their places) were reſtored my, gg Rr 


thin 


a 


ing members to ſerys in the laſt parliar ent, and 


the other eight perſons: votes excluded by the :rtio- 
lation of the houſe: but it Aid not appear, aby h 
ſaid report, whether. the -aid perſons were 


on the Tueſday. after: Michaglndas, /ior: by i ſuch 2 


number of capital burgeſſes, an the:.chanter-yoquiras 


do de Prelene at che election ak = majors: and 
called .45)000-T 721 n tote the '4 
: Nr, Hicksa who laid, he ad Sarda 
pear this boraugh, and knows the manner of loft 
ing members to Serve in pariamort for tis as 


dr .f\ 


no right to vote 3 and chat Sourteen other pevſons 
had 2 right ao note, and pffered their votes for the 
petitioners, but were refuſed : 3 
mittee reſol ved, 3) 


That Joſeph Addn, efquire, is cor duly eleied 
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rough. 
Than Junes Kendall, eftiiire, in nor duly:elefed 
» burges in ſerve in _ at 


That 9 — nabend is duly. clected 
— n 


That Rue Robarces, eſquire; is duly zletted « 
2 to . kn this —— tor: this bo- 
rough. od zd! rcnemat ina n are on eh 
Weder been, deingianite read; Were peel 
unto by the houſe; and Oy ee 
amended. 

- 23d. Mr. Ruſſell Robart bring allo ccc for 
Bodwoyn, a new writ iſſped for this borough. - 

Jan. 28. A. being made to the dynls 

that although the election for che iof Leſt- 
withiel, in the county of Cornwall, was 3 
ne yet no return was made thereof; 

Onder chat the ſheeiff of Gornarall do, om Wed- 
n een, cy hiniſelf or deputy give 
the houſe an account, rene 
rough is not madſummeaddmG . 

Feb. 4. The houſe being infogracy, thar-chepe is 
not any return et made of the late clectiom cuf this 
borough, the Stat. of 10 and az WI. qhap.:7. 
E ar date EE 
other officers, in — F:, 
choſe to ſerve in parliament, was read. * 
Dhat the: ſheriff, or his deputy, og 
D Irgd) 

yy wes ——— 
After adabate, 4; 20 
_-@ndered,. that the dhecif of 133 
wall, ar his deputy, do attend the houſe on "this 
. gre; Bree et 


» #4 
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23 . 
ary inſtant: and alſo the ſerjeant's meſſenger was 
2 zan "account of che ſervice of 
the order of the wrt high-theriff, and of 
a letter ſent by him to clerk of the houſe z which 
letter was produced, and read: and one Mr. Roger 
Couch attending, was called in, and examined, 
touching the mayor of this borough's ſending the 
indenture of rr 
riff; W acquainted the houſe, that the mayor 
ſent the return the afternoon of the election-day. 
Ordered, that Paul Orchard, efquire, . high-ſhe- 
rf of Cornwall, do attend at the bar of the houſe 

on chis day fortnight. 

March 1. The houſe being informed, that the 
ſaid khigh-fheriff attended, he was called in, and 
at che bar examined in relation to the not mak- 
re and the houſe 


me e gave of chat 
matter, 

Ordered, that the mid high-ſheriff be diſcharged 
from any farther atrendance. 


Dec. 2, 1710. A petition of Ruſſell Robartes, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
— — parliament for this borough, 

Alex. John, the mayor, was guilty of many indirect 

ices, and admitted perſons to vote for Hugh 
Forteſeue, eſquire, who (according to the reſolu- 
tion of the laſt houſe of commons) had no right 
to vote; and others alſo, who were not qualified; 
and refuſed ſeveral legal votes for the petitioner ; 
and hath wrongfully returned Mr. Forteſcue, thy" 
the petitioner had the majority: and praying &c. 

A petition of the chief magiſtrates and aſſiſtants 
of "this borough was read; ſhewing, that by the 
conſtitution of this borough, a new mayor ought 
to be elected every year; yet one Alexander John 
hath, by; indire&t means, continued in, and acted 
as mayor for about ſix years and at the laſt elec- 
tion for members to ſerve in parliament, he was 
guilty of illegal practices, in rejecting ſeveral legal 
voters for Ruſſell Robartes, eſquire, and who were 
ſo adjudged by parliament; and though Mr. Ro- 
bartes had eighteen votes, and Hugh Forteſcue, eſ- 
quire, but three, yet the ſaid mayor hath returned 
the *faid Mr. Forteſcue, in violation of the rights of 
— oh and praying K cc. 

"Ordered, that it be to the'committee of 
1 and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, ; and to report the'ſame, with their opinion. 
Dec, +1717; The. petitions of Mr. Robartes and 
the chief and aſſiſtants were again read, 

Ordered to -be' referred to the committee of 
and elections to examine the matter thereof, 

ee WE fame; with their opinion. 
Feb. 4. Ordered the report to be received on 
be gg 


Ich. dur Fenn reported de mater upon the 


ſaid petition : 
That the tight of election was agreed to be in the 
* fixe capital burgeſſes, and ſeventeen affiſt- 


Phet, for the petitioner; je was allegob, the allt. 
ants ſheuld mme: dut this was denied 
on behalf of Mr. Forteſeue: * 

That fer the petitioner was offered a engrofied 
parchment, as a charter for this borotigh, with- 
out "Teal or date, mee wee witwiied by "the 
committee: 


the 20th -of December, 1709, in the then contro- 
verted election for this : borough ; when it was re- 
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ſolved, that the right of electing burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the mayor, and 
fix capital burgeſſes, together with the ſeventeen 
aſfſtants annually choſen, and who had a right to 
vote at the preceding election of a mayor : and 


called 
Caſtile; who ſaid, that about forty years 


| ago, 
upon the election of a mayor, the Tueſday after 


Michaelmas-day, he was diſmiſſed ſrom being one 
of the affiſtants ; that the town people have always 
told him. the mayor and aſſiſtants are annually 
choſen ; but that he was an aſſiſtant above ſix years, 


and elected but once. 


Clenock ſaid, he had known the borough twenty- 
five or twenty-ſix years; that the aſſiſtants are 
choſe as the mayor is, annually, upon Tueſday after 


Michaelmas-day ; and that Alexander Johns, the 
preſent mayor, has been mayor ſeven years. 


The petitioners counſel declared, that having 
failed in their evidence as to the charter, on which 


they relied their caſe, they waved their complaint, 
and would give the committee no further tro ble. 


Whereupon the committee reſolved; 

That Hugh Forteſcue, eſquite, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament : where- 
unto, upon its being twice read, the houſe agreed. 

June 21, 1712. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of John Hill, eſquire, made lieutenant- gene- 


ral of the Ordnance. 


June 11, 1720. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, j in the 
room of Edward Elliot, eſquire, made one of the 
eommiſſioners'of Exciſe, 

OR. 19, 1722. A petition of Sir Thomas Hardy, 
knight, and Charles Legh, eſquire, was read; 


ſhewing, chat at the election of members to ſerve 
petitioners, and 


in parliament for this borough, the 
the right honourable William Cavendiſh, eſquire, 
commonly called the Marquis of Hartington, and 
the right honourable Philip Dormer Stanhope, called 
Lord Stanhope, ſtood candidates; at which time 
John Johns, one of the capital burgeſſes, without 
any lawful authority, but by being poſſeſſed of the 
precept, did take upon himſelf to act as mayor, by 
executing the precept, taking a poll, and making a 
return accordingly : that Alexander Johns, who was 
mayor at that time, took à poll, by which it will 
appear that the petitioners had the majority of legal 
votes; and the ſaid mayor drew up an indenture 
with the town-ſeal affixed to jt, by which the peti- 
tioners were juſtly returned members; but the ſhe- 
riff refuſed to accept of it, as not being annexed. to 
his precept, although. the ſaid return was tendered 
to him by the ſad Alexander Johns, che mayor; 
by theſe and many other corrupt and Nr NN 
practices of che ſaid John Johns, and his agents, a 

falſe return was made of the Marquis of Hartin ton 


and Lord Stanhope, to the great prejudice of the 


petitioners : and praying &c. : 

A motion was made to hear the ſaid petition at 
the bar of the houſe ; but diſagreed 1 to. 

_ Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter thereof, 
and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 


A petition of Alexander Johns, mayor of this 


borough, was read; ſhewing, that Edward Hoblyn, 
eſquire, ſheriff of the aid county, did deliver his 


Precept to one John Johns, one of the capital bur- 
— coed! the reſohition ef the houſe 


es, who proclaimed the ſame, and topk upon 
dre appoint the day of election, and took upon 
him the off office of mayor, without any authority F to 
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fuſed to accept 


of the ſaid borough : and praying 


| — 


dit tioner « and praying &c. | | 
rdered the am to. be eeferred to.the mee 
F and elections, to examine the matter f 
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do; the petitioner, notwithſtanding. theſe illegal 
ices of the ſaid Mr. Hoblyn and John Johns, 
and others their, thought 
to have pr after a regular manner in the 
faid election: but the ſaid John Johns repairing -to 
another place of the. town, took a ſeparate poll ; 
upon notice whereof, the petitioner, and the major 
part of che free-burgeſſes, attended ' where he re- 
peated .. . . of having the. precept delivered to 
him as legal mayor; which the ſaid John Johns, 
not only denied, but refuſed to accept the votes of 
the petitioner, and fourteen other | free- 

who offered the ſame for Sir Thomas Hardy, knight, 
and Charles Legh, eſquire; whereof a return was 


made in favour of the Marquis of Hartington, and [ſigned 


Lord : notwithſtanding theſe irre 
gularities committed by the ſald John Johns, the 

petitioner - proceeded. in the taking a poll: upon the 
rumbere, for Sir Thomas Hardy, and Mr. Legh, 
ſtood ſixteen ; and for the Marquis of Hartington, 
and Lord Stanhope, five each; whereby the peti- 
tioner tendered an indenture to the ſheriff, with the 
town; ſeal affixed to it, by which Sir Thomas Hardy, 
and Mr. Legh, were returned as burgeſſes for the 


ſaid borough ; which ſaid indenture the ſheriff re- fai 
of: by theſe illegal practices of the 
ſaid Mr. Hotlyn and John Johns, a falſe and un- 
"due return was made, in violation of the rights of « 


the petitioner, and the major part of the burgeſſes 
&c. 
Ordered, chat it be referred to the committee of 
and elections, to examine the matter 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 
22d. A motion was made, that it be an inſtruc- 
tion, to the ſaid committee, That they do hear the 
matter of the faid petition upon. Wedneſday next 
come ſix weeks: but it was diſagreed to. 
Jan. 2.74 1723. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for el a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 


of Philip Barmer Lord Stanhope, made _ . 
che yeomen of the . 


March rith. A petition of Thomas 


eſquire, was read; Towing, that on the 25th of 
February, laſt, he ner, with Sir Orlando 
Bridgeman, . and Henry Parſons, eſquire, were 
candidates at the eren 
this preſent 1 for this borough ; and the 8 


. Pe rs, majority of legal voters; but 


wok upon is 
as mayor, got the precept, 
fuſed to poll e voters for the pe- 
many who had no 


ee, a 


8 er d W tek "9g 


+ {4 1 


of Cornwall.), 


it his duty to at- 
tend at the Guild Hall of the ſaid borough, in order 


the following 


of one John Johns, who | 


right for 
„ and Mr. Parſons; and has 


and he appointed the day of election to be on the fig 
26th day of January: chat upon that day, Francis 
Johns, the legal mayor of the faid '- borough, de- 
manded the precept of che ſaid John Johns 3 which 
he abſolutely refuſed to deliver, becauſe-he thought 
the ſaid Francis was in the petitioner's intereſt : that 
Francis Johns was duly elected mayor, — 
the fourth of October laſt; being the ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, and had the regalie of the 
ſaid borough delivered to him; and hath ever fince 
exerciſed. the office of mayor; without interruption 
till this day: and that pon che poll, the petitioner 
had nine legal votes, and Sir William Stanhope had 
only two, and the mayor declared- the 
duly elected; and he and -the other eight 
an indenture under their hands, and fixed the 
ſeal of the ſaid thereto 3 notwithſtanding 
which, John Collins, eſquire, high-ſheriff of the 
ſaid county, hath refuſed xo accept of the ſaid in- 
denture, and te make due rum of the fame; and 
praying Kc. 

S tm athens of pod 
leges and elections, to examine the matter thereof, 


r with their opinion. 


March 10. Ordered it be an inſtruction to the 


LEWES. 


Tus borough ee 
Suſſex ; was of the King's demeſne, and hath, Reg 
returned bu 
Edward the firſt. I meet with no antient memoirs 


of its elections, or burgeſſes in that reſpect, before 


. but -in che of King 
Charles the firſt's reign, I find the firſt conteſted 
return; S e 

from 


March 29, 1628. Mr. Hackwylt-reporteth. 


the committee of privileges and elections, the caſe of 


- May 26, 1685. . 


rn for this 


was read. 


- - Ordered, that it be referred vo de comme of 


opinion. 
Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Nathanaet Trayton, 
cur was read ; ſhewing, that — of 
for this 


to parliament, from the 26th ker 


dy, ! 
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cured himſelf to be returned, though the petitioner 
had the majority of legal votes, and qught to have 
been returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be ä 
privileges and elections, to examine and _ the 
matter thereof, with their 

July 15, 1717. Ordered a — for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough in 
parliament, in the room of Thomas Pelham, eſquire, 
made a commiſſioner of Trade and Plantations. 


LYMINGTON. 


HIS borough is ſituate in the county of Hants. 

It is a mayor town, but was never repreſent- 

ed in parliament, until the 27th of Queen Eliza- 
beth ; from which time to the preſent it has ſo con- 
tinued. The memoirs of its elections are not met 
with, till ſince the Reſtoration ; which I here ſet 
down, as follow. 
March 24, 1689. A petition of Thomas Jervoiſe 
and Oliver Cromwell, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
they were duly elected burgeſſes for this borough , 
yet the mayor, contrary to all juſtice, hath returned 
Thomas Dore and John Burrard, eſquires, in pre- 


judice to the petitioners : and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 13, 1690. A petition of the ſaid Mr. Jer- 
voiſe and Mr. Cromwell, to the ſame effect, was 
again read; and referred in like manner. 

Oct. 30, 1691. Another petition of the ſaid Mr. 
Jervoiſe and Mr. Cromwell, -to the ſame effect, was 
read; and referred in like manner. 

December 12. Ordered the report to be made 
on Tueſday next. 

17th. Ordered the report to be made on the next 
morning. | 

18th. Ordered the report to be made on the 
morrow morning. 

19th. Ordered the report to be made on Tueſday 
ſevennight. 

29th. Serjeant Trenchard reported the matter 
touching the ſaid election. The queſtion was, whe- 
ther the election was in the mayor and burgeſſes, or 
in the mayor, burgeſſes and commonalty: if in the 
former, the ſitting- members were duly elected; if 
in the latter, the petitioners. For the petitioners, 
were read the following returns, viz. 26 Eliz. the 
election by the mayor, five burgeſſes, and four 
more in the return named, and others of the com- 
munity, elected — the return under their ſeal: 28, 
30, 39, and 43 Eliz. the ſame. | 

For the ſitting- members, were read, copies of 
indentures, 1 Fac. The mayor and burgeſſes, nam- 
ing twelve, did ele&t under their ſeals: 21 Fac. 
The mayor, and eight therein named, and other 
burgeſſes, did elect under their ſeals : 18 Jan. 1. Car. 
I. The mayor and burgeſſes generally, elected. The 
return under their ſeals : 1 Car. I. the ſame. — The re- 
turn under the common-ſeal of the borough. 3 Car. 
I. the mayor and burgeſſes elected, the return under 
their ſeals: 15 Car. I. the ſame: 16 Car. I. mayor 
and burgeſſes, elected. The return under the com- 
mon- ſeal of the borough. 

Chriſtopher Cleves ſaid, he had known the bo- 

ſixteen or ſeventeen years: and in his time, 
the mayor and burgeſſes always elected; and parti- 
cularly has known Mr. Burrard elected four or five 
times by them; and never knew the commonalty elect. 

It was alſo alledged for the ſitting-members, That 
in the reign of the late King J ames II. a quo warranto 


was brought againſt the corporation: to which the 
mayor and burgeſſes pleaded, they were a corporation 
by preſcription; and thereupon the King's counſel did 
not proceed further: whereupon the committee re- 
ſolved, That this corporation is a corporation by 
preſcription. — That the mayor and burgeſſes, only, ot 
this borough have the right to elect burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliment for this borough. 


That John Burrard and Thomas Dore, eſquires, 


are duly elected burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, for this borough : whereto (upon their 
being twice read) the houſe agreed. 

Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of John Pitt and 
William Clark, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, That on 
the 2oth of October laſt, the petitioners were duly 
elected burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for this borough ; but the mayor hath unjuſtly re- 
turned John Burrard and Thomas Dore, eſquires : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges, to examine and report the matter, with 
their opinion, 

Feb. 13. Ordered the report to be made on Tueſ- 
day morning next. 

18th. Colonel Granvill reported the matter touch- 
ing this election. That for the petitioners it was 
inſiſted, this borough was a borough by preſcrip- 
tion, and the right of election in the mayor, bur- 
geſſes and commonalty of the borough, paying ſcot 
and lot. 

On the other ſide it was inſiſted, it was a corpo- 
ration by preſcription ; and the right of election in 
the mayor and burgeſſes only : and it was agreed, 
if the right was asthe petitioners alledged, they were 
duly elected; if as the ſitting- members alledged, 
they were duly elected, 

For the petitioners, were read ſeveral returns, 
viz. 26 Eliz. mayor and five burgeſſes, and four 
more to the return named, and others of the com- 
monalty, elected: 28, 30, 39, 43 Eliz. the ſame. 

For the ſitting- members, 1 Jac. mayor and 13 
burgeſſes, therein named, elected; and returned un- 
der their ſeals: 21 Fac. the mayor and eight there- 
in named, and other burgeſſes, elected; 18 Jan. 1 
Car. I. mayor and burgeſies generally elected; and 
the return under the common: ſeal: 12 April 1 Car. 
I. mayor and burgeſſes elected, return under their 
ſeals: 3 Car. I. the ſame: 15 and 16 Car. I. the 
ſame; but the latter under the common-ſeal. 

To prove it a corporation by preſcription, were 
read two ancient deeds; iſt dated 7 Edw. III. being 
a grant from the burgeſſes and community of the 
town of Southampton to William Littlecare and 
Roger Guſt of new Limington, and the burgeſſes 
of the ſaid town, and their ſucceſſors, of certain 
privileges: Deed of 10 Henry IV. a grant by Ro- 
bert Draper, who is called Præpoſitus nove Lyming- 
ton, and the burgeſſes of the ſaid town, of a piece of 
ground to John Pepwhit, his heirs, and aſſigns : 
This grant was under the common- ſeal. Upon the 
whole the committee reſolved, 

That the right of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
parliament, for this borough, is not in the mayor, 
burgeſſes and commonalty of the ſaid borough, pay- 

ſcot and lot. 

That the right of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
parliament, for this borough, is in the mayor and 
burgeſſes of this borough. 

That John Burrard and Thomas Dore, eſquires, 
are duly elected burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament, 
for this borough : whereto, upon their being twice 
read, the houſe agreed. 
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Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of James Worſley 
and Thomas Foullerton, eſquires, was read; ſhew- 
ing, the petitioners were duly choſen burgeſſes, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
by a majority of qualified electors; but the mayor 
hath returned Thomas Dore, and Paul Burrard, 
eſquires, to the prejudice of the petitioners : and 
praying &c. | 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter 


we 
> 


and report the ſame, with their opinion, 

Nov. 18, 1707. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ to ele& a burgeſs, in the room of Paul Bur- 
rard, eſquire, he having been a ſub-commiſſioner of 
prizes, ſince the commencement of this preſent parlia- 
ment. ? 

December 1, 1710. A petition of John Walter, 
eſquire, and William Forbes, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioners were duly elected bur- 
geſſes, to ſerve in this preſent for this 
borough ; tho' the mayor refuſed to take the petitio- 
ners legal votes, or to give them a copy of the poll; 
and he and divers burgeſſes uſed many illegal prac- 
tices ; and hath returned the Lord William Pawlett 
and Paul Burrard, eſquires, in wrong to the petition- 
er: and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Jan. 5. Ordered to be reported on Thurſday next. 

11th, Mr. Freeman (according to order) reported 
the matter upon the ſaid petition as follows. 

That the queſtion was, whether the right of elec- 
tion is in the mayor, burgeſſes, and commonalty, 
or in the mayor and burgeſſes of this borough. 

If in the latter, it was admitted the Lord Wil- 
liam Pawlet and Mr. Burrard were elected; 

That the poll of burgeſſes taken in the town-hall, 


was, For the Lord William Pawlet, 31. 
Mr. Burrard, 33. 
For the petitioners, each 7 


That the populace polled themſelves out of the 


hall, and 87 voted for the petitioners only. 

For the petitioners, to prove the right in the 
mayor, burgeſſes, and commonalty, were pro- 
duced copies of the returns 26 Eliz. which ſets 
forth the mayor, five burgeſſes, and four more, 
named in the return, and others de communitate bur- 
gi elected members, who ab ipſa communitate had 
their power. yg 

The return is mentioned to be under the parties 
ſeals, and two ſeals are affixed. 28, 3o, 38, 43 Eliz. 
in the ſame form. 

The returns are ſaid to be under the parties ſeals, 
and one ſeal is affixed to them. 

And the following reſolution in the caſe of Boſ- 
ton in Lincolnſhire was inſiſted on ; viz. 

May 8. 4 Car. I. © Agreed by the committee, that 
ce the election of burgeſſes in all boroughs, did, of 
% common right, belong to the commoners; and that 
nothing could take it from them, but a preſcrip- 
« tion and conſtant uſage beyond all memory.” 

Edwards ſaid, he had been a burgeſs fifteen 
years, and had known the borough above thirty five 
years; that about the time of the convention he 
was a ſcot and lot man, and that ſeveral of the 
burgeſſes ſent to him, and told him, he had a right 
to vote for members of parliament; and aſked him, 
why he did not try that right? that at two elections 
the votes of the populace have been aſked, viz. by 
Mr. Jervoiſe and Mr. Cromwell; and by Mr. Pitt 


and Mr. Clark, the then candidates, who ſtood by 


the populace ; and in both theſe elections Mr: John 


Burrand was candidate, by the mayor and bur-g;. 


geſſes: that thoſe elections were conteſted ; the votes 


Edwards, aged above 80, commended him for it; 
for he faid it had never been well with the town, 
ſince the inhabitants had loſt their right of voting: 
that Edwards meant it would never be well with 
the town, till that right was reſtored; but did not 
ſay he ever knew they had ſuch right: that the 
inhabitants thought they had right, and that the 
honorary burgeſſes took it from them. 

Hackman ſaid, there are about ſeventy burgeſſes 
of which fifteen or ſixteen are inhabitants; and there 
are near one hundred other houſekeepers inhabitants, 
who are not burgeſſes, but generally in as good con- 
dition as the burgeſſes; and all pay to church and 
poor, except about four of them: that at the laſt 
election the conſtables refuſed the petitioners admit- 
tance into the town- hall; and it is uſual to ſhut out 
all candidates, and others, who are not burgeſſes. 

For Lord William Pawlet and Mr. Burrard. 

To prove the right of election were produced, 

- I Fac. I. which ſays, the mayor and thirteen bur- 
geſſes therein named, elected: the power given to 
the members is ab ipſa communitate, and under the 
parties ſeals. * 

18 Jac. I. The mayor and burgeſſes generally 
elected: the power is pro ſe et di villa foe burgo: 
the return under the common-ſeal. 

21 Fac. I. The mayor and eight therein named, 
and other burgeſſes elected: the power is ab ipſa com- 
munitate : the return under the parties ſeals. 

1 Car. I. the mayor and burgeſſes generally elect- 
ed : pro ſe et dif? burgo the power is the return: un- 
der the common -ſeal. | 8 
3 and 15 Car. I. the ſame form, under the parties 
ſeal. | 
16 Car. the ſame, under the common-ſeal. 

And read the reſolutions of the houſe 29 Dec. 
1691; and 18 Feb. 1695. (which ſee before) where- 
by the right of election is determined to be in the 
—_ and burgeſſes ; upon which the committee re- 

ved, 

That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this is not in the mayor, 
burgeſſes and inhabitants of the ſaid borough, not 
receiving alms. 

That the right of election of burgeſſes for this bo- 
rough, is in the mayor and burgeſſes of the ſaid ho- 
rough only. 

That the ſaid Will. Pawlet, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. - | 

That Paul Burrard, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. 

The ſaid reſolutions, being twice read, were agreed 
to by the houſe. 


City of LINCOLN. 
1 is the capital or ſhire town of the coun- 


ty; and had letters to ſend two citizens to gthRegit 
the parliament in the 49th of Henry III. and was 34 


afterwards regularly repreſented until this time. In 
the 15th of Edward II. I meet with a remarkable 
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return by the mayor and commonalty; which, as it 
ſeems to ſhew the right of election, I thought pro- 
per to hn. erg 

A tres nobles bom. et ſapes Sire William de Ery- 
meire, et la cominalty de Nicole, ququil devent 
et peent Dors et reverences, pour ceo Sires, qui nous 
auioms eflutz Henry de Hakethorn, et Thomas Gamel, 
nos conciteyns devenir au parliament noſtre Seignr. le 
Roy, par la cittee; Nicole ſelonc le peirports le breifs 
ledyt naſtre Seignr. le Roi et eux meſines le graun- 
terent, et ore lecht Thomas ne ſe deygne,. venir pur 
riens que nous ſauoins faire, par quoy fire nous auois 
eflutz Alayn de Hodeſton, en le lieu ledyt Thomas 
afout et aſſentir pur la dice citee ſolonc le tenure ledyt 
breifs, et vous prious cher Sier, fil vous pleſt, que le- 
dytz Henr. et Allayn voillets reſceiuire pur la citet 
au ant dite. En teſtmoygnance de quele choſe a ceſtez 
preſents auous mys le ſeal de nofire Meretee. Don 
a Nicole le ij jour de May Lan du. Reigne noſtre 
Seignr. le Roy Edward que orie, qui dieu Garde 
Quinzain. 

This moſt extraordinary return ſhews the election 
in the mayor and commonalty, and alſo a conditio- 
nal election of another, in caſe one ſhould not ſerve, 
without new writ or precept. How it was receiv- 
ed, I have no evidence, or of what was done there- 


n. 

And in the gth of Henry V. it appears, the elec- 
tion was made in a county- court, held for the ſaid 
city by the citizens (fee Appendix); after which I 
find no other memoirs until very modern times, 
which are theſe following. 

Dec. 5, 1695. A petition of Sir Edward Huſſey, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, the petitioner was 
duly elected a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, for this city; but by the partiality of the 
mayor, in making ſeveral perſons free, on purpoſe 
to vote againſt the petitioner, and refuſing to make 
others, who had a right to their freedom ; and by 
other corrupt and undue practices, Sir John Bolles, 
baronet, is returned, as duly elected for this city, 
in wrong to the ſaid city and the petitioner : and 
praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee o 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 


LINCOLNSHIRE. 


: HIS county hath been repreſented in parlia- 
ment from the time of the firſt ſummons of 


in Reg. knights of ſhires. Mr. Prynn gives his liſt of 


knights of it, from the 26th of Edward I. I meet 


with no ancient, and but few modern memoirs re- 


lating to its elections, or repreſentatives in that re- 
ſpect. Thoſe, which have occurred, here follow. 

Feb. 23, 1584. Sir Edward Dymock, knight of 
* the ſhire for this county, was appointed ſheriff 
thereof, and ſtill continued his ſeat in parliament ; 
and was licenſed to attend the office by the 
houſe. 

February 21ſt. 1588. Upon motion made, that 
« « . » St. Pole, eſquire, one of the knights in this 
preſent parliament for this county, being alſo 
ſheriff of this county, might have licence by this 
houſe to depart into the country about the atten- 
dance of his ſaid office of ſheriffwick ; it was grant- 
ed, and agreed he might do fo accordingly. 

Dec. 5, 1695. A petition of Sir John Bolls, 
baronet, was read ; ſhewing, the petitioner was du- 
ly elected a knight of the ſhire for this county; 


but, by reaſon of many illegal and undue practices, 
the Lord Caſtleton and Sir Thomas Huſſey were 
returned knights to ſerve for the ſaid county; 
though, in juſtice, the petitioner ought to have been 
"I with the ſaid Lord Caſtleton : and praying 
Ordered, the conſideration of it be referred to 


the committee of privileges and elections, to exa- 
mine and report the matter with their opinion. 


LITCHFIELD. 


'T. HIS city became fo, I apprehend, by the 
ſettling the biſhop's ſeat here in the year 656. 


Dr. Willis writes, it was repreſented in parliament willis 

in the 33d of Edward the firſt : but Mr. Prynn writes, Notiti®, 

it was in the 4th of Edward the ſecond, and that Rs | 
it returned to the three ſucceeding parliaments z then 4h Reg. 
ceaſed to the 20th of that King. After this, it re- 34. 


turned in the 1ſt, 14th, 27th, and 33d of Edward 
the third; and from thence intermitted, till the 
reign of King Edward the ſixth, when it was re- 
ſtored, and he incorporated it. I meet with no me- 
moirs of its elections, or repreſentatives in that re- 
ſpect, till the year 1660 of which, and others ſince, 
are theſe following. 

June 27, 1660. Mr. Turner reported, from the 
committee of privileges and elections, the caſe up- 
on the return for this city; That, upon examinati- 
on of the fact, it appeared to the committee, that 
the ſheriff of the county of the ſaid city had carried 
himſelf partially, in the election, in behalf of Mr. 
Watſon, who is returned (together with Michael 
Biddulph, eſquire) to ſerve in the preſent parlia- 
ment, againſt Mr. Thomas Minors the petitioner; by 
not only denying the poll on the part of Mr. Minors, 
but ſaying, that Mr. Watſon had made ſuch a party 
at the committee of privileges, that, though Mr. 
Minors had a thouſand witneſſes, he ſhould not 
carry it : and that the committee found, Mr. Minors 
had a greater number of voices than Mr. Watſon ; 
and were of opinion, that the ſaid Mr. Minors is 
duly elected, together with the ſaid Mr. Biddulph, 
to ſerve for the ſaid city, and ought to fit in the 
houſe : whereto the houſe agreed. 

| Reſolved, that the ſheriff of the county of this 
city, in reſpect of his undue carriage at the election 
of members to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this city, be forthwith taken into the cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

March 7, 1677. A petition of Michael Biddulph, 
eſquire; complaining of the return of Sir Henry 
Littleton, to ſerve for this city in parliament, in 
the room of Mr. Dyot, deceaſed ; in injury of the 
petitioner, who was duly elected by the majority 
of voices, and ought to have been returned. 

Ordered, that it & referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report 
the matter, with their opinion. 

May 28, 1678. A petition of Michael Biddulph, 
eſquire, to the ſame effect with the former, was 
preſented ; and the like order made. 

March 24, 1680. A petition of George Rodney 
Bridges, eſquire, touching the election for this city, 
was read, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

May 23, 168 f. A petition of Sir Francis Lawley, 
touching the election for this city, was read. 
| a Ordered 
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Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 


vileges and elections, to examine and report the 


matter, with their opinion. a 

Dec. 14, 1698. A petition of Humphrey Wyrley, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
a candidate at the late election of members to ſerve 
in parliament for this city; but, by menaces and 
divers illegal practices, many of the petitioner's 
electors were diſcouraged, and hindered from vot- 
ing for him; and others were gained to Mr. Dyot 
and Sir Michael Biddulph ; whereby they are return- 
ed to ſerve for the ſaid city, 'to the great injury of 
the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Humphrey Wyrley, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly choſen a member to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this city; but, by threats and promiſes, 
and many undue practices, the petitioner's voters 
were diſcouraged, and hindred from voting for 
him, and many were admitted to vote for Captain 
Dyot, who were not qualified ſo to do; and the 
ſheriff refuſed to take the votes of ſeveral for the 
petitioner, which were never refuſed before ; and 
hath returned Captain Dyot, in wrong to the peti- 
tioner : and praying &. | 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. | 

A petition of Sir Michael Biddulph, baronet, 
was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was deſired, 
by ſeveral citizens of this city, to repreſent them 
in this preſent parliament; and was a candidate ac- 
cordirigly : but by bribery, and divers other illegal 
practices, William Walmſley, eſquire, hath - pro- 
cured himſelf to be returned, in prejudice of the 
petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

MN ay 6, 1701. Ordered the report to be made on 
Saturday morning next. 

toth. Sir Rowland Gwyn, according to order, 
reported, from the ſaid committee, the matter upon 
the ſaid petitions ; viz. upon the petition of Mr. 
Wyrley againſt Mr. Dyot; and alfo on Sir Michael 
Biddulph's againſt the undue return of William 
Walmeſly, eſquire. 

The firſt point, which was controverted, was the 
right of election: and this being formerly a bo- 
rough, and now for ſome time paſt a city and 
county, it. was inſiſted for Mr. Wyrley, that the 
right was under a threefold capacity ; viz. In ſuch 
as held by burgage-tenure : freeholders of forty 
ſhillings yearly, and freemen not receiving alms. 
The two firſt were agreed to : but, as to the third, 
it was inſiſted for Mr. Dyor, that it was reſtrained 
to thoſe who paid ſcot and lot. F 

On the poll, for Mr. Dyot 179,—for the peti- 
tioner 167 : but Mr. Wirley's counſel inſiſted, they 


| ſhould take off as many from Mr. Dyor's poll; and 


add ſo many to theirs, as ſhould give them a ma- 
jority ; and ſhould alſo inſiſt upon ſeveral indirect 
practices by Mr. Dyot. But the firſt thing was the 
point. of right; particularly as to the qualification of 


| freemen paying ſcot and lot: and called 


John Matlock; who ſaid, he had known this city 
twenty years; John Lamb, twenty-five years; Wil- 
Lam Frogatt, remembered three elections; and 
George Harding, who had known this city thirty . 


* HILL 
years: who.all ſaid, That fuch who did not pay &or 


- 


know any refuſed, till this election. 

For Mr. Dyot, were called Hammond, who had 
known this city forty years; and Wakefield, the 
town=clerk, 30 years: who ſaid, That ſuch, as did not 
pay ſcot and lot, had voted ; but ſeveral times had 
queries put upon them: and at this election, tho 
not paying were excepted to, both by the petitioner 
and Mr. Dyot ; and the books were called for by 
both ſides, and ſuch as did not pay were ſtruck our. 
That it did not appear, the right of election for this 
city had ever been ſettled in parliament : wherefore 
the committee reſolved, _ * 
1. That the bailiff, magiſtrates, freeholders of 
forty ſhillings yearly, and all that hold by 
tenure, have a right to vote in the election of citi. 
zens to ſerve in parliament for this cit. 

2. That ſuch freemen only of the ſaid city, as 
are inrolled, and pay ſcot and lot, have alſo a right 
to vote in the election of citizens to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for this city. 4 6 

For the petitioner, the counſel next proceeded 
give account of ſeveral who would have (as they 
alledged) voted for Mr, Wyrley, and were refuſed : 
and firſt as to freeholders, and called Lambe ; who 
ſaid, Remembrance Aſhford would have voted for 
Mr. Wyrley and Mr. Walmſley, and was refuſed ; and 
had a freehold of fifty ſhillings yearly, being part of 
an houſe ; but it had been divided ſome time. 

That John Lees would have ſo voted, and had a 
frechold-houſe of fifty ſhillings yearly; and has been 
owner of it; ſix or ſeven years, and was refuſed. 
Martin junior would have ſo voted, and had a free- 
hold of fifty ſhillings a year; and his father voted 
for it; but it had never been let: and all theſe would 
have ſworn to their freeholds. 

That Edward Merry would have fo voted ; and 
was refuſed. re 

And Matlock ſaid, Merry had two houſes for 
three lives, worth four pounds a year, 

That Dr. Bincks, a canon, Mr. Kimberly, and 
Mr. Gretton, would have ſo voted ; and were re- 
. 

And Mr. Chandler ſaid, there was a common 


eſtate, of about thirty-five pounds per annum, di- 


vided amongſt five; whereof Dr. Bincks and Mr. 


Kimberley were two: but it was owned, they re- 
fuſed to ſwear; but they ſaid, the Dean was admit- 
ted without it. N | | 
Matlock ſaid, Dr. Bincks and Mr. Kimberlye's 
predeceſſors had voted ; particularly Mr. Hutchins 
and Mr. Comyns. | | 
Thar as to Mr. Gretton, it was agreed, he had 
a freehold ; but it was as he was a truſtee, with 
others, for a charity. 75 
Matlock ſaid, that Coxon, the election before this, 
had voted for the ſame freehold he now had in 
poſſeſſion, and was then ſworn ; and would have 
ſworn now, and would have been for Mr. Wyrley 
and Mr. Walmſley ; and was refuſed : 
And that Mr. Bayly behaved partially; and if 
any would vote for Mr. Wyrley and Mr. Walmſley, 
he would cry, Down with. them; down with 
cc them.” f 
Lamb ſaid, Holmes had an houſe of five pounds 
yearly ; was never denied but once before this; and 
has alſo an acre of land worth twenty pounds; and 


would have been for Mr. Walmſley and Mr. Wyr- 
ley: but it was owned, his eſtate was mortgaged 
for thirty pounds; and he wore a cap and coat, 
given to poor men. 


That. 
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That Jennings hail a freehold of about four pounds 
yearly, and would haye ſo voted ; Sons ance 
It was. believed, he had a coat. and cap. 

e en who 
were refuſed : and the firſt vas Ch. Ger, taylor, who 
was enrolled in the old book of the taylors company z 
but he was excepted.to and it was inſiſted upon, that 

none wert entitled, ut. och; an -wens intolled in the 
new book. * fl es is | 

'T'> that ic dd appear, this company had their 
by-laws, and they were allowed and apptoved by the 
juſtices of afſize 18 Eliz.z and had kept a book, where- 
in the freemen are entered, which is called the old 
book: and that, 3d of May, .gth of the preſent 
King, on petition; of the taylors, there was a new 
regulation and | conſtitution of the ſaid company by 
the corporation of Litchfield ; and thereupon they 
made another book, for.inrolling the: names of the 
freemen of the ſaid company: and upon reading 
the inſtrument, whereby the by-laws were approved, 
as before ſaid, and the new conſtitution, made by 
the corporation of this city; and hearing counſel 
for both parties; the committee reſolved, _ 

3. That ſuch freemen of the taylors company, 
28 "_ inrolled in the old book of conſtitutions of 
the taylors company, in. this city, have not a right 
to vote in the election of citizens to ſerve. in pare 
liament for this city. 3 

4. That ſuch freemen only of the rayiom.com- 
pany, as are inrolled in the new book of conſtituti- 

ons of the taylors company, in this city, have a 
right to ore in the elections of citizens to ſerve in 


account of ocher perſona, who were qualified - to 
vote, and were refuſed. 

Stubbs faid, Richard Stubbs had. an annuity of 
14 pounds per annum for life, being a rent- charge. 

Lamb and Howard ſaid, Baggaley is free, and 
charged four-pence to the church, and four-pence 
to the poor, at Tamworth ; but his landlady was, 
by contract, to pay the latter. 

Lamb faid, . had a burgage-houſe, which 
his father lived in; 1 poſe on. the, burgage- 
i, 

Lamb, and Frogat ſaid, Marktand has alſo the 
like, and would have voted for Mr. Wyrley. 

Rothbone ſaid, Mr. Wyrley would have polled 
for himſelf; Sir Michael Biddulph and Mr. Dyot 
had polled for each other: but it was owned, Mr. 
Wyrley had given a fingle vote for Mr. Walmeſley ; 
and ſome perſons. had polled between his voting for 
2 and his deſiring to vote for him- 
ſelf. 

They then proceeded to take off from Mr. Dyor's 
poll. 

Henry Rothbone ſaid, his brother Edmund had 
ſurrendered his freehold to him, and accepted a 
bond for a certain ſum of money for life; and ſhew- 
ed a leaſe granted to himſelf; but he allowed him to 
take part of the profits ꝙ the eſtate. As to Sprat, 
a ſurrender was produced to the committee; alſo a 
leaſe to Richard Deane, for twenty-one years; alſo. 
a leaſe, for forty years, to John Bruiton; which 
Lamb faid, was by aſſignment come to George 
Plymmer : but theſe perſons all ſwore, they had 
freeholds. Lamb ſaid, Luinator's houſe was but 


roenty-eight, or thirty, ſhillings Ser cpa; Dug- 
ſter's about thirty ſhillings yearly. _ 
That it was agreed, Gollard, Spencer, Hink and 
were taylors, and not in the new. book ; but 
Mr. — s counſel ſaid, they were freeholders. - 


ley and Mr. W. 
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| Matlock ſaid, Joh Blake did not pay the rate, 
and was poor; but it was owned, he was a town- 
ſerjeant :; that Charles ſenior, Aſhmole, Hill, and 
Maſon; were not rated; but Charles was gaoler. 

\ They excepted to Mr. Dyot's vote for himſelf. 

It was allowed, Harvey did riot pay to church 
and poor. Frogat ſaid, Burton doth not pay to 
the church, but doth to the poor: that William 
Spencer pays to the church, and not to the poor. 

The next exception was, Inmates. 

Frogat ſaid, Bennet and Wright were no houſe: 
Keepers, and paid to neither rate. 

As to indirect by Mr. Dyot and the 
magiſtrates, Harding ſaid, it was ſaid in the corpo- 
ration, A ſhould vote as the major part 


Harding and Stubbs ſaid, ſome one telling the 
ſheriff, if he did juſtice, he muſt return Mr. Wyr- 
ley and Mr. Walmeticy : to which he anſwered, 
_ but one or, * They might have one of 

Sir Thomas Ae; ſaid, the ſheriff was partial, 
brow- beating, and keeping down Mr. Wyrley's 
friends, and countenancing Mr. Dyot's in a vio- 
lent manner; and changing his place: that ſome 
freeholders, who would have ſworn, were reject- 
ed; ſome were helped up, who were for Mr. Dy- 


|. zine; pulled down, 'who afrer voted Tor 


Mr. Wyrley. 


Matlock ſaid, the ſheriff acted partially: that 
Matlin came, with ſome cover for a blemiſh he had 
on his face, and offered to ſwear ; but Mr. Wakes 
field ſaid, he would not ſwear any one in a maſk : 
and that Captain Dyot acted as a juſtice of peace, 
and committed Acton upon common fame, as hav- 
ing been convicted of horſe-ſtcaling, and eſcaping 
fourteen years ſince, 

Frogat ſaid, thoſe, who would vote for Mr. Wyr⸗ 
, were more ſtrictly examined 
as to their freeholUs, and deeds aſked for; whereas 
ſeveral, who voted otherwiſe, were not aſked for 
their deeds ; but only, if they would wear, they 
had forty ſhillings yearly. F 

Rothbone ſaid, that Jennings and Holmes were 
refuſed, though they offered to ſwear. 

Sharp ſaid, ſeven or eight days before the electi- 
on, Mr. Dyot and Mr. Monſley and others aſked his 
vote; and upon his ſaying, he had promiſed it, Mr. 
Dyot bid him be as good as his word; but Monſ- 
ley told him, if he would vote for Mr. Dyot, he 
would make it worth forty pounds to him, by ex- 

him from offices. 

Howard ſaid, Monſley aſked his vote ; and told 
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him, it was his beſt way, for he ſhould be excuſed 


town-duties z otherwiſe, he ſhould be choſen over- 
ſeer of the poor. 

Matlock was called, to prove Mr. Dyot was cho- 
ſen ſenior bailiff the day before the former ſenior 
bailiff's year expired ; but it was admitted. 

Mabel Acton ſaid, Mr. Dyot and Mr. Wakefield 
came to aſk-her huſband's vote, which ſhe told them 
was diſpoſed of; whereupon Mr. Dyot ſaid, it 
ſhould be the worſe for him: and the next day, 


upon the ſame anſwer, Mr. Dyot threatned, he 


would fling her huſband into gaol : that Lamb was 
aſked. for his vote, who gave the ſame anſwer ; to 
which it was replied, if he would not go with the 
corporation, he would be turned out of his houſe : 


and Wakefield aſked for her huſband, and ſaid, 


there was a charge againſt him for breaking Ruthin- 

gaol.;\ and, faid he, this he has got by voting: 

and on the election day (Acton) her huſband coming 
3 to 
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year 


Spencer 


bert of 


poll 


ore for Sir Michael Biddulph and Mr. Dyot, he Hammond fald; that Remanibratice Aﬀtford lived 
"beggar 


promiſed 


- . G 


28 ; 
engaged to Mr. Grimley to 


the 


intended 
refuſed his 
ulph 

a3 

wie 
having 
ground; 
receipt for 
man, 

fotty ſhit- 
money 
ſuy, chat 


and after he voted, Ruſſell gave him a 


not promiſe ſeventeen ſhillings without paying any 


money; but 


there was no promiſe previous to his vote. 


vote for Sir 
but could not 
own votes ex- 


uneaſy, 


Biddulph : and after- 


ä wards Mr. Ruſſel, Lord Stanhopes ſte ard, aſkedh im 


* 
24 2. 


: 


but the next day, Lord Stanhope ſay-whecher this was ſaid before or fince che elec- 


= we he would not have his vote, if he would tion; 


Lord: 


Dl J 1 — 5 
N Stanh 5 . * ; 


c 


and Mr. 


3; at which he was 


Maid; Emery had am houſe ; but it was 


1 ed, and cho mortgagee in poffe mon- 


dent, but his father had ſome 


him the debt, if he would 
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| Wakefield faid, Denftbn had ſworn to his 


| mnator. 
: freehold,” 


gave him 
for Mir. Dyor, bit Mr. Dyot 1. 
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C t read. 


have ſworn t eit frecheldw: no anfwer a to Lin- 


Farmer ſaid; Baggaley was 4 common 


Ti count for Mr. Dyot, firſt anſwefecl 48 to 
2 M1 
- Wakeficld 


thoſe the petitioner would have added to his 
and. Wakeficld aid, Markland had Finney's charity 


hi in 1699 ; ch Me. Wyrley did not offer to vote for 


. Bayly ſaid, Markland had half z burgage; but was 


That Me. Grimley, to engage him to vote for 


; and Wake- Mr. Walmedey, fald it was the beſt day's work ke 


g. + and faid he believed, ke could get him" fol 
his vote; and lings: and Weal threatned to fue him for 


ene agaiuid dy 


his vote for Mr. Dyot ; 


Pretty dd. he 
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Dyot ; but he did not go'for'it : chat he i; 


he lived. 
Sit and he has collected for his wife upon her lying in: 


for 


ſhit, ever did; and Mr. Waltheflcy was 2 charitable 
by 


at Hinton, 


I 
weated poor and had a cap and cat, hut not in the laſt 


vote fot. 
would 


of 


to be vote, be not being rate. 


above Copper, if he would be 
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Hacker 


months : and he owed him; if he did not vote as he did. 


Mr. Dyot t vote 
70 misfortune to. ſhoot a man, Barber ſaid; he heard one 


with 
ten 


to Lirchfidld- + Harris ſaid,” Mt. Dyut ef Landen and Mr. 


to 
ing; though bi 


— with is: facher; who voted Bit Lamb Haid, Re- 


to the proſecutor; Parker was: indebted to him, and he had 
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| ntry x and Lord-'Stan> to forgive 
— and threatned him, if he Michael 
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* 2 had for Se in this town tventy-one years, 
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and poor. 

Wald fi de plid/Cal wit jk 
Hammond ſaid, there was no rate made fines 
„ eee 


Samuel Morgitt and nd Stabe ved 
ut into the poors th: | bit wi ſo poor, the 
to put them out; yet would offici 
« little before the election: and that Thom 


for Mr. Wyrley; aud Mr: Walmeſley, about twelve 
months fince, ſent a letter dy him eo Me. 
; which, the currler told him, was, 
that the carrier ſhould turn him out of lis employ 
ee 
Mr. Wyrley and Mr. declared, if they 
would voce "for chem, their markers ſhould be free 
from tolls and-arreſts ; and ſaid, he had given two 
hunde pounds in two years for poor tradeſmen f 
but he” ' it was out of the commutation 
AP for his own eſtate would not afford ir. 
ſpoke much to the ſame piirpoſe, as to his 
. K. declarations. Ralph Spencer faid, Mr. 
| RT eb? our x rg 


* 
SHE ir, if 
ET nn Wyrley,'two; tliree, 


four, or five pounds; but owned he hud no mo- 
- ney ; that he owned this in ccurrx; us called turn- 
nne 
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miſe to build che Wall. 
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r. ee MEA c ern 2. becauſe 
| HE i all; Mr. Walmeſley pro- 
miſed to give Rim five poutnch, if he loſt that 
ſum by it. 3. He would lend him five pounds, 
#3 he had to others, if he would vote for him. 

Knight ſaid, Mr.Walmeſley aſked his vote, which; 
he fad, he had promiſed to Mr. Dyot, and, ſhould 
he fail him, Mr. Dyot would make him build a 
wall; Mr. Walmeſley told him, he would build the 
wall; which he did, and it might coſt forty or fifty 
ſhillings ** and be faid, he was aſſured his rates would 
be raiſed; and Mr. Walmeſley told him, what loſs 
he ſuſtained, he would make up; and ſaid, ** John, 
«coſt think chat I, who have diſtributed ſo many 
« hundred pounds, ve make good thy 18s ? 
but Mr. Lamb denied, Mr . Walmeſley made a pro- 


'In-teply, for Mr. Wyrley was called Lamb; who 


ſaid, his ſon was a freeholder of above 40 ſtüllin v 


in this city; and had Fwore, and voted fo 


Ine mid; Bbhd contradifted Himſelf in court, 
when he charged Mr. Wal as before.” Lamb 
fuld, he was at Mt. WHlmiſley's, When Knight ſaid 
he could fit be for Mr. Walmeſley, becauſe Mr. 

Had" thredtned to turn à ſpout, and take 

wer bot hoſe, which wis fixed on Mr. 

11; and 'fiia,"the charge would be fifty 

ng Bit Wheii” "Mr. Latnb faw it, he faid, it 

iche de 6H fof thikty filling; but owned, Mr, 
Wälmeney ent, to (4 what bdſt it would be. 

Leal Ki 'bwiied," he Bal Sond ir 

he would be for hi 

id, he was put pod 

had en hit i monty, bur he 


—— die ite te ii Bond: and faid that 
Mr. Walmeſley neter gave any money; that Siſfiſby 
wis of ball reputation, and robs fi: ponds. 
pon the whole; the committee refolved, 

F. That Richard Dyot, efquire; is duly elected a 
citizen, to frye” i in this preſent parliament, for this 


Upon the bande of Sir Michael Biddulph, com- 

bee of the return of Mr. Walmeſſey, the peti- 

$ Counſel inſiſted upon indirect practices by 

— Walmeſtey ; and called the ſame witneſſes, as 

on the former petition, viz. Bennet, Cary, Bond, 

by, and Knight, who gave the ſame evidence; 

and alſo Rochford, who proved, that Mr, Walmefley 

made the detlatation of their markets, if 
they would chobſe him and Mr. Wyrley. 

Smith ſaid, Mt. Walmeſley aſked his vote; and 
he ſaid, he could not, becauſe he owed Mr. Ruſſell 
eighteen pounds: Mr. Walmeſley faid, it did not 
ſignify, for Mr. Ryder or ſome other might take 
the mo which he iſed ; but did not, and 
Rufſell arreſted” Him: Ruſſell had before aſked him 
fo be for Sir Michael Biddulph and Mr. Dyot, and 
ſaid he would be Kind to him. 

Fill ſaid, Mr. Walmeſley gave him a guinea, 
which Mr. Walitiefley 
P. Tomkins ſaid,” if he would vote for his maſter 
and Mr. Wytley, they ſhould have ten pounds: and 
Lamb faid, if he would vote for Mr. Walmeſley, he 
ſhould have an apparitor's place: and Mr.Wa meſley 
and. Mr: Wyrley bid him go' to 8 

night 


to fay; Nr. Wartet 
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owned at the election: that 


| ſhould not haye leff any thing tq pay. bra her 
election, 
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| night, before the gletien, and. he. ſhould 5 
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and he went and drank. there. 
Walmeſley aſked his vote; 1 he would 25 
kind to him; and lent him thirty ſhillings on his 
note, and. then aſked his vote 3. but owned, he pro- 
miſed it before: chat he was arreſted. in Chriſtmas 
holy-days ; and "Tomkins ſaid, he. would tell his 
maſter and Mr. Wyrley of it; and Mr, Haus 
brought him ſeventeeen ſhillings, and. ſet hiq; at 
liberty; ang for to repay it, be gave his note. 
Hicks ſaid, Mr. Walmeſley promiſed him an 
— place, to vote for him and Mr .Wyrley ; 
which he did, but had not the place. 
Moncaſter ſaid, he was at the Swan, with ſome 
Birmingham, people, who were voters ; Wh us 
there to days and be told Pais, Mr. Wyxley's ity 
clerk, what the reckoning was; Who ſaid, they 
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had money to come: and at the time of the 


ſeyeral were treated; viz. Carteret; and Herle, by 
Toe: el tk 57 Mak And, 


| Hammond faid,, Mr, Wie ſent about tyelve 


months ſince, an ox, and twelvepence apieceę ta 


f he. petition, it was, nat, admitted 
75 1 called 


12 Gee, who 
hu, Bond N e had been railed, he bad 
nep, of. Mr. ; Walmeſiey, but; be bad not: 
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w- an beck ber Clit 151 2 24 


7 befare Eaſter, be dfiribored es pod 
Walrneſley , and was directed n 


(Lanes) matey, and only, four, be mare, tr dir. 
Walmeſley 


and Mr, Wirley : and the whole was 
diſtribured,1t0;about two. .hyndeed and fifty Pele 
Upon the whole, the committee. reſolyed,,... _. .. 
6. That William Walmelley, eſquire, is got duly 
elected N 10 * Prgſent parha- 

ment for this. pit). , 4 t. noms! 
75 That, Sir Michael Biddul is duly; elected a 
ctzen, ro eye in this preſent, parliamens, lo tha 


3 og {une nme 


he (Rn fine refoluriags, being price red, mer 
601909%9/ i . —— 


ta by the houſe. bc 
ark: aol, being read, t | ce, conſiders 


OE "Ordered 4 wurrunt 1 
3 citizen in the om of Walter Cher 
e quire, . I wa | 


+ and adinigred gert perſons, to 
yr for he fad Me: Snexd,, who, had no right: to 


; Jie for hs il Me Sneyd : and praying dec. 
,Ondered x be refered ines comminre of riot 
and elections, to examine the matter thereof, 

and to report the ſame, wich their opinion. 
Dec. g. Ordered, that it be reported to- morrow. 
10. Mr; Hampden reported, according; to order, 
the. matter of the ſaid election; viz. that the tight 
of election was agreed to be in the bailiffs; ma- 
; and freeholders of ſorty ſhillings per anus; 
and all that hold by burgage-tenure ; and in ſuch 


where the ee 
ſuffcient. Ii T2707 Tie Whips gn or IO 

icgh of May, 1701, Wag — when it * 
8 1 — - = 


e ea e e e w ſve in 
and parliament for the ſaid city is in the bailiffs, ma- 


— 6 . 


„ . ot at. ani: ll 


giſtrates, freeholders of forty ſhillings per annum, 
and all that hold by burgage-tenure ; and in ſuch 
freemen only of the ſaid city as are inrolled, paying 
ſcot and lot there. The poll was 
For the petitioner, 4868. 

For Mr. Sneyd, 254. 
That the petitioner's number having been leſſened 
by a ſcrutiny, the petitioner's council produced wit- 
neſſes, who W ſeveral of the ſitting- mem - 
ber's voters. 
But the ſitting- member interrupted their pro- 
ceedings by waving his election; declaring he would 
give the committee no farther trouble. 
The committee reſolved, 
That William Sneyd, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
city. 
That Walter Chetwynd, eſquire, is duly elected 
a citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
city. 
The ſaid reſolutions being twice read, were agreed 
unto by the houſe, and the return ordered to be 
amended, | 
OR. 19, 1722, A petition of Thomas Clark, 
eſquire, was read; fhewing, that for the election of 
citizens to ſerve in parliament for this city and 
county of the city: the petitioner Walter Chetwynd 
and Richard Plummer, eſquires, were candidates: 
that the citizens which have been returned, have 
always been choſen at the ſheriffs county-court; 
which court hath been conſtantly kept once every 
month, at the diſtance of twenty-eight days from 
each county-court day: that Mr. Richard Hinckley, 
the ſheriff, was prevailed upon by the i 
of the ſaid Mr. Chetwynd, and Mr. Plummer, and 
their agents, to proclaim the election fourteen days 
ſooner than he ought to do : that not only the peti- 
tioner, but ſeveral of the electors, and alſo the un- 
der-ſheriff, informed the ſaid ſheriff of bis irregu- 
lar proceedings; and produced to him the county- 
court book, wherein the county-courts appeared to 
have been regularly kept every month ; and requeſt- 
ed him to proceed in the uſual method: bur the 
ſaid ſheriff, through the influence and indirect 
means uſed by the ſaid Mr. Chetwynd and Mr. 
Plummer, was prevailed to proceed in an arbitrary 
manner: that the ſaid ſheriff being determined to 
proceed on a day on which the ſaid county-court 
ought not to have been held; that the petitioner 
and many of the principal electors went into the 
ſaid ſheriffs pretended court, and there proteſted in 
writing againſt the proceedings to an election on 
that day; and though he was applied... to pro- 
ceed on the regular and legal day, yet he refuſed 
fo to do; declaring, that he had then returned his 
writ and would not take any other poll ; by which 
means moſt of the electors were deprived of giving 
their votes, and the petitioner of being elected: and 
Praying &c. 
A motion was made to hear the faid petition at the 
bar, and refuſed. 
Ordered, that ir be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. 
A petition of ſeveral of the citizens, burgeſles, free- 
holders, and freemen of this ancient city and county 
of the ſame city, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, on be- 
half of themſelves and ſeveral other citizehs, 
freeholders, and freemen of the ſaid city, was read; 
ſhewing, that the citizens; who had been returned as 
members of parliament for the ſaid city, have al- 
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ways been choſe at the ſheriff's county - court; that 
the faid county - oourt has been kept once every 
month, at eight and twenty days diſtance of time 
from each county - court day, and not ſooner; that 
accordingly the ſheriff by his under-ſheriff held his 
county-court legally, ſo that the following court 
ought not to have been held till that day month; 
but the ſheriff having received the writ for electing 
citizens for the ſaid city, was, by the ſolicitations 
of Walter Chetwynd and Richard Plummer, eſ- 
quires, and their agents, perſuaded to proclaim the 
ſaid election to be fourteen days ſooner than he 
ought to have proceeded; whereupon not only ſe- 
veral of the petitioners, but alſo his under-ſheriff, 
and Thomas Clark, eſquire, one of the candidates, 
before and after the proclamation made, appriſed 
the ſheriff of his error in his proceedings; produced 
to him the county-court book, wherein the county- 
courts appeared to have been kept regularly as afore 
ſaid; and deſired he would not proceed to any elec- 
tion contrary to the known uſage of the ſaid city: 
but the ſaid ſheriff did arbitrarily and illegally pro- 
ceed to the election upon a day on which the county- 
court ſhould not have been held ; and notwithſtand- 
ing the petitioners then came into his pretended 
court, and in writing proteſted to his proceeding 
to an election on that day, the ſheriff declaring, 
that he had then returned his writ, and would not 
take another poll; whereby the petitioners are de- 
prived of their rights of election: and praying 
&c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter thereof, 
and to 8 the — with their __ 


LIVERPOOL. 


PT: HIS is a notable ſea port town and borough 
in the county of Lancaſter; and doctor 
Willis writes, it ſent burgeſſes to parliament i in the Willis, 
23d and 35th of Edward I. But Mr. Prynn hath (9. 30. 
not obſerved it; either in his catalogue of names, 
or returns; nor do I meet with any account of its 
members till Edward VT's. time, when, doctor 
Willis writes it was reſtored; but I rather think, 
the firſt return was at that time. The ſubſequent 
memoirs relating to its elections, and repreſentatives 
in that reſpect, are theſe: 

June 3, 1678. A petition of Sir Edward Moore, 
baronet, complaining of an undue return of Sir 
Ralph Aſhton, baronet, and Richard Atherton, 
eſquire, to ſerve as burgeſſes for this borough, in 
injury of the petitioner, who was duly elected, and o 
ought to have been returned, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to'the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and * the 
matter, with their opinion. 

December 21, 1694. A petition of ſeveral bur- 
geſſes and freemen, of this borough and corpo- 
ration, in behalf of themſelves and others, was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioners, on the 4th in- 
ſtant legally choſe Jaſper Mawdit a burgeſs, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament, in the room of the 
late Lord Colcheſter, now Earl of Rivers; not- 
withſtanding which, the mayor of the ſaid corpora- 
tion hath unjuſtly returned Thomas Brothertan, eſ- 
quire : and praying &c. Alſo 

A petition of Jaſper Mawdit, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that at an election, the 4th inflant, for a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, in the room of the Lord Colcheſter, now | 
Earl. of Rivers, the petitioner was duly choſen a 

+ 7 burgeſs 
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burgeſs for the faid town, by a mijoriey of above two 
hundred voices of the legal electors; but the 
mayor of the town, upon pretence that the petiti- 
oner was not duly qualified to ſerve, denied a poll ; 
though the ſame was demanded by the electors; and 
hath returned one Thomas Brotherton, eſquire, 


who oppoſed the petitioner, in prejudice . of the 


petitioner's right: and praying relief &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be heard at the 
bar of the houſe, this day three weeks. 

Ordered, tha: the mayor or this borough do then 
attend the houſe. 

Jan. 11. The houſe mink according to or- 
der, to the hearing the ſaid petitions: and the coun- 
ſel and witneſſes for the parties concerned were 
called in and heard at the bar. 

The queſtion was put, That Thomas Brotherton, 
eſquire, is duly elected and returned a burgeſs, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this borough. 
It paſſed in the negative. 

Reſolved, that Jaſper Mawdit, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

Ordered, that the mayor of this borough, and 
clerk of the Crown, attend to-morrow to amend 
the return. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Alexander Norris, mayor of 
this borough, having taken upon him to judge that 
Jaſper Mawdit, eſquire, being Coroner of the ſaid 
borough, was uncapable of being elected a burgeſs 
to ſerve in parliament, although duly choſen ; and 
having made a falſe return of Thomas Brotherton, 
eſquire, to ſerve as a burgeſs. for this borough ; 
hath therein violated the rights of the commons of 
England, and hath broken the privileges of this 
houſe. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Alexander Norris, for the 
ſaid miſdemeanor, be ſent for in cuſtody of the ſer- 


Jeant at arms attending this houſe. 

Reſolved, that a committee be appointed to in- 
ſpect precedents, what cenſures have been inflicted 
upon officers for making falſe returns, and to re- 
port the ſame to the houſe : and a committee was 
appointed to meet the next morning, in the Speak- 
er's chamber. 

12th. The mayor of this borough, and the 
clerk of the Crown attended, and amended the re- 
turn for this borough. EN 

28th.” A petition of the mayor of this borough, 
in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, was preſented; to 
the houſe, and read; by which he acknowledged 


his crime, and begged pardon of ov pad 


prayed to be diſcharged out of cuſtody. 


Ordered, that the committee, to whom it was 
referred to inſpect - precedents, what cenſures have 
been inflicted upon officers for making falſe returns, 
and to report the ſame to the houſe; do ſpeed their 


report, and have power to ſit de die in diem. 


Feb. 6th. Sir John Bolles reported from the ſaid 


committee, that 'they had ſearched ſeveral journals, 


and had directed him to report to the houſe, © The 
© caſe between Sir Thomas Saville and Mr. Hoyle, 


« touching an election for York, 4 Car. I. W. 


<< he read, and is as followeth; viz. 

“Journal, Ne. 4. 29 April, 4* Car. I. N 

* Mr. Hackwell reported from the committee for 
< privileges, the caſe concerning the ſheriffs and al- 
4 dermen, ſent for from York. 

Sheriff Thompſon cenſured: 1ſt. For precipitat- 
< ing to a ſentence for Sir Thomas Saville's election, 
.<< purpoſely to put out Mr. Hoyle: and 2dly, 
* For refuſal « the poll when demanded by Mr. 


„Hoyle; alſo, that he acquainted not his fellow 
« ſheriff with it: that he -pronounced it within a 
a quarter of an hour after the reading of the writ : 
„that he was admoniſhed not to do it, while do. 
* ing it; but anſwered, he would do it and juſtify 
« it: that his excuſes were holden idle, and his 
ce behaviour at the committee was full of offence : 
and note, a meſſage was ſent to him by Sir John 
% Saville, that he ſhould be ſaved harmleſs. 

* Alderman Hemſworth charged with undue pre- 

«© parations z conventing the ſeveral companies to 
« the end, as it had been for the buſineſs of the 
city; and there read Sir Thomas Saville's letter 
te to them: his ſolicitations for Sir Thomas Sa- 
ville, both public and private; and ſaying, he 
«© was perſuaded the parliament would not hold, 
<« and then they knew Sir John Saville's power; aſ- 
« ſuring them, they ſhould be ſaved harmleſs in 
„ chuſing Sir Thomas Saville : purſuaded Atkins 
< to conceal that he had Sir John Saville's promiſe, 
to ſave the electors of Sir Thomas Saville harm- 
«© lefs; and unduly procured hands to confirm Sir 
60 Thomas Saville's election, and reviled honeſt 
* men for not ſubſcribing it. 

«. Alderman Cooper and ſheriff Atkins ordered to 
e diſcharged, paying their fees, by the opinion 
„of the committee, and by the houſe. On the 
e queſtion, Cooper to be diſcharged, paying his 
fees, without further cenſure; alſo, on the queſ- 
„tion, ſheriff Atkins to be diſcharged, paying his 
fees, without further cenſure; upon the queſtion, 
«*« ſheriff Thompſon and alderman Hemſworth to 
<< be recommitted to the ſerjeant at arms, during 


«© the pleaſure: of. the houſe; and not to be diſ- 


charged till ſubmiſſion made, and acknowledg- 


| 2 MORE ap: the bar of the houſe of their of- 


“ fence upon their knees; eee er 
„before they have paid their fees. 

Upon the queſtion, Mr. Thompſon and Mr. 
* Hemſworth, now cenſured for their-miſdemeanor 
about the election, to pay the charge of the wit- 
© neſſes, which came up about the election; and 


„ not to be diſcharged till they have paid the 


cc fame. . 
Upon the queſtion, four members were ap- 
* . return the ſame 
* to the houſe. 

April 30. 4 Car. I. Sir Peter Hayman re- 
e ported from the committee, for examination of 
«© the charges of the witneſſes from York, that they 
2 | Hou abated from forty pounds and odd, to twen- 

pounds. 

Sheriff Thompſon and alderman Hemſworth 
<< were called in; and kneeling at the bar, their 
judgment, as ordered upon the queſtions, were 
pronounced unto them by the Speaker. 

May ad. 4 Car. I. Alderman Hemſworth and 
„ ſheriff Thompſon having paid their fees to the 
s clerk and ſerjeant, and the twenty pounds to 
Mr. Hoyle, were called in; and kneeling, ac- 
N knowledged their offence, in unduly preparing 
and returning Sir Thomas Saville, a citizen for 
Tork, to ſerve in this parliament.” 

Which report being read by the ſaid Sir on 


Bolles; 


Reſolved, that the matter be recommited to the 
ſame committee 1 and that they do inſpect the jour- 
nals z and report what "other (precedents they ſhall 
find to the houſe. - 

.  Reſolyed, that it d n en on the hid 


committee, that they do inſpect precedents, of what 


n . 


ſons 
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ſons that have broke the privilege of the houſe, and 
report the ſame. 

Feb. 17, 1700. A petition of Sir Cleve Moore, ba- 
ronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough, William Clayton, eſquire, Sir Wil- 
liam Norris, and the petitioner were candidates: 
that Richard Norris, mayor of the ſaid borough, 
and brother to the ſaid Sir William, with others, 
did, in favour of him, uſe ſeveral indirect practices, 
in oppoſition to the petitioner; by threatening the 
ruin of many freemen, if they voted for the petition- 
er; by refuſing ſeveral who would have voted for 
the petitioner; and admitting others to vote for Sir 
William, who had no right; by refuſing the petiti- 
oner's friends to be inſpectors of the poll, and de- 
nying a copy thereof: that the ſaid mayor hath re- 
turned Sir William Norris, though he had not the 
majority of legal votes, in prejudice of the petiti- 
oner: nor is Sir William capable of being choſen, 
as adviſed, he having been theſe two years in the 
Eaſt-Indies, from whence he is not likely to return 

during this parliament : and praying &c. 
© . Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter thereof, 
and report the fame, with their opinion. N 

Oct. 25, 1722. A petition of Thomas Bootle, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough 
William Cleveland, eſquire, Sir Thomas Johnſon, 
knight, and the petitioners, were candidates: that 
the ſaid Sir Thomas Johnſon was not qualified, he 
not having an eſtate ſufficient; and the petitioner 
does inſiſt, that the return of the ſaid Sir Thomas 
Johnſon is void: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and report the ſame, with their opinion. | 

Jan. 22. Ordered 6 rapeonaoraer ond. Ka 
tition. 

Jan. 23. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for 
electing a burgeſs, to ſerve for this borough in the 
room of Sir Henry Johnſon, knight, made collector 
of the cuſtoms in Rapahamock-river, in Virginia. 

Jan. 21, 1723. A petition of Thomas Bootle, 
eſquire, was preſented to the houſe and read; ſhew- 
ing, that a new writ having iſſued, for electing a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, 
in the room of Sir Henry Johnſon, who had accept- 
ed a place of profit ſince his election; the honour- 
able Langham Booth, eſquire, and the petitioner, 
were candidates ; and a poll was taken at the elec- 
tion, on the ſecond of February laſt : that the elec- 
tion was influenced by a peer of the realm, or his 
agents, contrary to the order of the houſe, and in 
violation of the freedom of elections to parliament ; 
by which means, and other undue practices, Mr. 
Booth procured himſelf to be returned; in preju- 
dice to the petitioner, who, upon a "Au election, 
would bave had a majority of legal votes: and 


praying ſuch relief in the premiſes, 2s the houſe 


ſhall think fir. 

Ordered, it to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 2, 1724. Ordered, leave * 
enn 
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quity, trade, and opulency, was an antient city long 
before the time of record; and enjoyed many, 
and great privileges before the Conqueſt, and which 
were by the Conqueror immediately confirmed to 
them z or rather, as Dr. Brady writes, covenanted 
to protect the citizens in the enjoyment thereof: 
the Saxon words of the charter, or inſtrument of 
protection, as another has given them, are, 
wry King grets Williem biſceop & Godfred port- See Bra- 
refan, & ealle ya burghwarn Zinnen London, Frenciſe | 2 Sram 
& Engliſh, frendlice. Et ic kiden eoy, yeet ic willeg, Iv. 
git ben ealra weera lagay-weord, ye get weeran on part 5. 
Eadwerds daege Kings. And ic wille yeet aelc child m. 23. per 
by bis fader yrfnume, after his fader dacge. And i "x 8 
nelle ge wollian yeet adnig man eoy aenis wrang ode. 
God eoy heald. That is, 

William the King greets William the biſhop, 

and Godfrey the portreve ; and all the burgeſſes, 
or rather inhabitants of the burg, within London, 
French and Engliſh, friendly. And I declare to 
you, that I will that you be all law-worthy, as ye 
were in King Edward's days. And I will that each 
child be his father's heir, after his father's days. 
And I will not that any man command any wrong 
to be done to you, God you hold, or keep. 

In the year 1191 (2 Rich. I.) John Earl of More- Hoved. 
ton, the archbiſhop of Roven, and all the biſhops, ' 6 * * 
earls, and barons, with the citizens of London, zo. 4s. 
met in St. Paul's church-yard on the 11th of Oc- 
tober, depoſed the chancellor, William Longchamp 
biſhop of Ely, (the King then in the Holy Land) 
and made Walter, archbiſhop of Roven, chancellor 
in his ſtead ; and the ſame day, the ſaid earl and 
archbiſhop, and other the King's juſtices, granted 
to the citizens of London, to have their community. 
Et eodem die Comes Moretonii, et Archiepiſcopus Rotbo- 


magenſis, et alii Regis juſtitiarii, conceſſerunt civibus 


' Londoniarum babere communiam ſuam. And the ſame 


year, the Earl of Moreton, and the archbiſhop, 
and almoſt all the biſhops, and earls and barons of 
the kingdom, did ſwear firmly and ſtedfaſtly to de- 
fend and preſerve that community, ſo long as it 
pleaſed the King. Et eodem anno Comes Moretonii, & 
archiepiſcopus Rothomagenſis, et fere omnes epiſcopi et 
comites et barones regni juraverunt communiam illam 
firmiter, et inconcuſſe ſervaturos ; quamdiu Domino 
Regi placuerit. 

Dr. Brady writes, they had not a mayor till the Brady, 2t. 
firſt year of Richard the firſt ; but ſeems doubtful, 
whether they had not a community before, which 
was taken from them by King Henry the ſecond 
for rebellion againſt his mother Maud the empreſs, 
and himſelf ; and now by King Richard reſtored. 
However, it appears by the city books, they had it 
in King Edward the firſt's time, and the ſucceeding 
Kings; and that it conſiſted of two in every ward, 
in all forty, who were elected by the probi homines 
of the ward; which probi homines are explained by 
theſe words, diſcretiores, ſapientiores, et meliores de 
warda ; the moſt diſcreet, knowing, and beſt men 
of the ward. 

But the liberties of the city became the care of 
the ſubject, before King Edward the firſt's reign ;. 
for in the Magna Carta libertatibus Angliæ, 9 Hen. 
III. it was enacted, Quod civitas London. habeat omnes 
libertates ſuas antiquas et conſustudines ſuas. The 
moſt remarkable memoir thereof, was in the par- 
liament 1 Edw. III. That King, by his charter, de 
aſſenſu prelatorum comitum baronum et totius com- 
munitatis regni ſui, and by authority of the ſame 
parliament (having recited, that the ſame citizens, 
at the time of the making Magna Carta, and alſo 
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in the time of Edward the Confeſſor, William the 
Conqueror, and other his progenitors, had divers 
liberties and cuſtorns) wills and grants, by autho- 
rity aforeſaid, that the ſame citizens ſhall haye their 
liberties according to Magna Carta. And that for 
any treſpaſs alicujus miniſtri ejuſdem civitatis; liber- 
tas civitatis illius in manus ejuſdem Domini Regis Edvv. 
III. vel beredum ſuorum non caperetur, ſed hujuſmods 
miniſter prout, qualitatem tranſgreſſonis puniretur. 

Upon the whole, they are, and time out of mind 
have been, a body politic and corporate, as well 
by the name of the mayor, commonalty, and citi- 
zens, quam per nomen civium London. and King John, 
by his charter in the gth year of his reign, granted 
them the power of electing, making, and conſti- 
tuting the ſheriffs of London and Middleſex inper- 
petuum. 

The corporation conſiſts of a lord mayor (who 
is right honourable by his office) 26 aldermen (with 
the mayor) a recorder, two ſheriffs, and 236 com- 
mon- council men, who are annually elected out of 
the ſeveral wards. 

Ie hath been repreſented in parliament from the 
23d of Edward I. (as I apprehend) z though Mr. 
Prynn has not taken any notice of the returns, until 
the 26th year of that reign ; which he avers to be 
the firſt ſummons : this may be the firſt directed 
to the ſheriffs, but I cannot ſuppoſe that the general 
writ, in the 23d of Edw. I. could be miſtaken by 
the ſheriffs of ſo great a city. However, without 
granting Mr. Prynn his aſſertion, I ſhall proceed to 
obſerve, that from the ſaid 26th year, until the 1ſt 
df Edward II. he has given no account of oy 
The writs were at firſt in this form; viz. 


returns. 
„ duos cives de diſcretioribus 
et ad laborandim potentioridus fihe ditations etigi, &c. 
and thus returned; 

| Securidum quod injuntiun oft nodis ptr iftud mands- 
tum, eligi fecimus Walterum de Fynchyngfeld, et Adam 


' the Fowhim, ad efſend. coram vobis ad diem er locum 


in brevi contentos, vobis collocatur, er ſuper negorfis 
' veſtris trattatur. Quibus ad hoc plenam et ſuſficienter 


poteſtatem dedimus nomine noftro, prout pretipitur in 

brevi. The next writ is this of ax. x Edw. II. the 

contents and retorn whereof are as follow; viz. 
Edwardus Dei gratia Rex Anglia, Dominus Hiber- 


Red. 374. niæ, et Dux Aquitanie, vicecomitibus London, ſalutem: 


quia ſuper quibuſdam nbgotiis uon in iſta recenti ſuſtepti- 
one regiminis regni noftri, tam viz. fuer huminatione 
corporis celebris memoria Domini Edwardi quondam 
Regis Anglia genitoris noſtri; cnjus anime propitietur 
Deus, quam ſuper ſolemnitate noſtrorum ſponſalium, et 
 coronationis noſire, aut bort Domino, relebrand. : - aliiſ- 
gue arduis negotiis ftatum tjuſdem regni contingentibus, 
cum prelatis, et magnatib#s de codem regno, babert 
volumus colloquium ſpecialiter et tracturum, vobis pra- 
cipimus firmiter injungentes, quod de civitate pretiita 
duos cives de diſcretioribus et ad laborandum potentiori- 
bus, ine dilatione.eligi, et eos ad 03 apid Northampton. 
in quindina Santti Michaclis proximie futuro venire 
faciatis, Ita qued difli cives plenam et fuſſieithti 
peteftatem, pro ſe et communitate civitatis rauhe, 
func. et. ibidem babeunt ad fatiendium quod unc de 
communi confilio ordinabitur in premiſis, Ita quod pro 
defetta bitt modi poteſtatis, negotia prudicta infe#s 
n remantant quovis modo. 
dittorum cidium et bor breve, vefte mtipſo apud tomt- 
wocks, æxvi de Aug, ano regni er primo. W 
retorn endorſed is 
 Mittimus vobis Williclwanh a Conmbnnareys „ Hen 
— de Ditnotntia, chnciots novum ba- 
* poteftatem ſecundum quod in brevi continetur. 


1 


Et habeatis ibi nomins . 


The ſubſequent writs, to the -2gth'of Edward Ill. 
are of the ſame tenor, but 1 find they made diffs. 


refit returns frequently z ſometimes they returned 
2, ſometimes 3, and ſometimes 4 : the firſt of thek: 


was the return 6 Edward II. in theſe words viz.” ' Thid. 


Mittimus ad ves Regindldum de ConduBtu, 


de Cauſton, Auketum de Giſortio, et Tbomam de Che- 


tington, tres, vel duos eorum eleftos efſends ad inſam 
parliamentum ad diem et locum in brevi con- 
tentos plenam et ſufficientem poteſtatem habentes pro fe 
el communitate civitates London. ad fatiend. et con- 
ſentiend. iis que in dicto parliamento ordinari conti. 
gerit. 

This is the firſt return of this ſort, though aftet- 
ward there were ſeveral others; ſome of which, 
ſomewhat differing in form, I ſhall mention. 

8 Edw. II. Jobannes de Gifertio, Wilkelmus de 
Leire, Robertus de Keleſey, et Riſherum de Reſham vi. 
netarium, concives noſtros vel duos eorum ſufficientem 
babentes poteſtatem ad faciendum c. 


1 Edw. III. Richardus de Betoigne, Robertus de lud. 


Keleſey, Johannes de Grantham, Jobannes Prior jun 
cives London, elefti ſunt eſſendi ad inſtans — 
tum Domini Regis, qui omnes tres, vel duo ecrum 
venient cum plena et ſufficient. poteſtate, prout in brevi 
præcipitur. 

The return to the writ, in the 12th of the ſame 


King, is extraordinary. Excellentifſimo Principi er ibid.; 


Domino ſuo Kimb. Domino Edwards Dei gratia illuſ- 
triſſmi Regi Angliæ, Domino Hiberniæ, et Duci Aqui- 
tanie ; Fobannes de Wengrave, majtr civitatis London 
aldermanni, vicecomites, et totd communitas tjuſdem 
civitatis ſe et ſun, noverit exctllentia veſtra nos afi- 
gunaſſe diteRlos tontives noftros Jobunsem de Cherltoy, 
Willielmum de Flete, et Rogeyum de Palmer, vel dus 
corn at lem vel daobus erung plenam er ſufficien- 
erm pargtatem dediſſe per prſentes ad faciendam in hoc 
inſtanti parliaments vero a dit Sandi Michatlis, al- 
timo preterito in ſeptimanas apud Ebvr. quod de com- 
muni conſilio ordinabitur in parliamento prædicto, juxta 
forman brevis veſtri nuper nobis inde dirrcti. In cujus 
ti teſtimonium, has literas noſtras eiſdem fitri fecimus 
putenies figillo communitatis nofty.& prediie fignatas. 
Dat. Londen. fexto decimo dit Oﬀobris, anno regni 
veſtri duodetimo. 

In this-manner were the #erurhs, until the 26th of 
Edward III. when I moet with this moſt remarkable 
one. 


Alam Frawtis, Wee BvD, en due ever ha; 


tioribus, ad eundem vero parliamentum, omnes com. civi- 
tate et burgi prater unum militem, civem et burgen- 
em non mittobaut, nec per breve Tegium plures miltere 
Poftulabantur, | 

This return was the occaſion of hearing the 
writ, in the next parliament but one ; that being 
the firſt whereby they are impowered and required 
to ſend four. It was in theſe words. 


Edwardus Des gratia Rex Arighe, et Franciæ, tt lid.; 


Dom. Miberniæ, vic. London ſalntem : licet nuper pro 
arduis nigotits no et ren neſtrum Angliz concernen- 
tibus, parliament nofiritm apud Weſtm. ad diem Jovis 
in craſtino Sancti Martini, prox. futur. tenere ordi- 
RaDiinus, e cirvis tam canis evidentibus dictum 
Parliammum ue ad diem Lame prox. poſt feftum 
San End Regis & Martyri prox. futar. duxi- 
porn. per quod totes quot ad bemiend. ad 
diftum parliamentum ad dictum eraftitnin tenend. per 
vos ſummoneri precipimus, ad locum prædittum atten- 
' dere non opornet ita vit; wobis mibila minus præcipi- 
mus firmiter injungentes, quad de civitate prædicla 
: Qu4Tvor'Eivis 4 et civi- 


bus ejuifdems civitatis thigi, n tos ud dhlos diem Lune 
et 
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en locum venire far. tra quod iidem cives pimam et 
pro ſe et communitate civitatis predite 
habeant ad faciend. et conſentiend. iis que tunc de cum- 
muni confilio favente Domino ordinari contigerit ſuper 
negotiis antedifiis, ita quod pro defetiu poteftatis bu- 
juſmodi, ſex propter improvidam electionem civium præ- 
dif : difle neftri, et regni noftri negotia infetta non re- 
maneant. Et babeatis ibi nomina prediftorum civi- 
um et hoc breve, teſte meipſo apud Sandwicum xxii die 
Otob. anno regni noſtri Angliæ vice/iſmo nono, regni 
vero naſtri Francia ſexto decimo. * 

On the dorſe thereof was returned, 


lid. 376. Eligi ferimus Adam Franceys, Jobannem de Stodey, 


Simonem de Bedington, Adam de Acres, Qyatuor cr- 
VES civitatis London. eſſend. coram vobis ad diem Lune 
et locum in brevi iſto content. ad intereſſend. in in- 
ftanti parliamento, plenam et ſuſſicientem poteſtatem pro 
fe et communitate civitatis preditte habentes ad faciend. 
et conſentiend. iis que in eodem parliamento de com- 
muni confilio favente Domino ordinari contigerit, prout 
interim præcipitur. | 

However, in the next parliament but one, viz. 
32d of Edward the third, they only returned two; 
the writ being as formerly, Quad de civitate præ- 
dicta duos cives de diſcretioribus et ad laborandum po- 
tentioribus eligi, et eos ad dictos diem et locum venire 


faciatis, 


But the next writ, 34 Edw. III. again directs the 
chooſing four ; viz. Quod de civitate predifia ay a- 
TUOR CIVES de diſcretioribus et probioribus civibus e- 


juſdem civitatis eligi et eos ad diftos diem et locum ve- 


nire facias. Ita quod cives in Huſtingo predifte civi- 
tatis elegantur ; which was the form that continued 
ever after. 

Thus much of the original conſtitution, and me- 
thod of election: I come now to more modern 
times; viz. after the houſe of commons exerted 
their right of being judges of their own elections; 
and the memoirs I have met with, are theſe. 

April a, 1690. A. petition of Sir Thomas Pil- 
Sir Robert Clayton, Sir Patience Ward, 
and Sir William Aſhurſt, was read; ſhewing, that 
members, to ſerve in parliament for this city, ought 
to be choſen only by the lawful livery-men of the 
ſeveral companies in the ſaid city: that, on the 19th 
of February, a common-hall (which conſiſts of the 
ſaid livery-men) was ſummoned for the election, 
and a poll granted to determine the choice, and a 
ſcrutiny was demanded ; but before the ſame could 
be ended, the ſheriffs declared the election in pre- 
judice of the petitioners : that the ſcrutiny being 
ſince ended, the petitioners are informed the ma- 
Jority of thoſe voices who had a right to vote, fell 
upon the petitioners : and praying the conſideration 
of the houſe. | 

Ordered, that it be refund to the committee of 
privileges and elections,” to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Feb. 14, 1700. Upon reading of a petition, re- 
ning wo che alten far Sandwich: | 

The ; houſe entered upon a conſideration ofa 
clauſe, in the act made in the 5th and 6th years of 
the reign of the preſent King William and late 
Queen- Mary, for granting duties upon falt and 
beer; &c. whereby no member is to be concerned 
in farming, collecting, or managing any monies, 
duties, or aids, granted to their Mayeſlies, except as 
therein is mentioned. 

| Reſolved to conſider it on Monday next. | 

19th. Ordered, that the ſaid clauſe be conſidered 
on Wedneſday next. |, 

Ordered, that the laſt contra®t, for circulating 
Exchequer-bills, be laid before the houſe, 
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29th. Mr. Lowndes, according tb order, pre- 
ſented the ſaid contract: and the matter, relating 


to Sir Henry Furneſſe, debated and conſidered : 


And Mr. Furneſſe expelled. See Sandwich. 

20th. Reſolved, that the houſe will, on Saturday 
next, take into farther conſideration the ſaid clauſe. 

Ordered, that Gilbert Heathcott, eſquire, do then 
attend in his place. 

22d. The houſe proceeded to conſider the ſaid 
clauſe ; and Mr. Heathcott attending, acquainted 
the houſe, That he was choſen by the people, who 
were ſubſcribers for advancing of money for circu- 
lating Exchequer-bills, to take care of their mo- 
ney z and was informed, and adviſed, that he was 
not within the ſaid clauſe ; and hoped, that he hav- 
ing acted in the ſaid truſt honeſtly, he ſhould have 
the favourable conſtruction of the houſe. 

And the contract between his Majeſty's com- 
miſſioners of the Treaſury and the ſaid ſubſcribers, 
dated the 15th of April 1700; and alſo the conſti- 
tution of the ſaid commiſſioners of the Treaſury to 
the truſtees for the circulating Exchequer-bills, dat- 
ed the 7th of May 1697; were read. 

Reſolved, that Gilbert Heathcott, eſquire, a 
member of the houſe of commons, having, ſince 
his being elected a member, been concerned, and 
acted, as a truſtee for circulating Exchequer-bills, 
is guilty of a breach of the act made in the 5th 
and 6th years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty 
King William, and the late Queen Mary, intitled, 
An act for the granting their Majeſties certain rates 
and duties upon falt, beer, ale, and other liquors, 
for ſecuring certain recompences and advantages, 
in the ſaid act mentioned, to fuch perſons as ſhall 
voluntarily advance the ſum. of ten hundred thou- 
ſand pounds, towards carrying on the war againſt 
France. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Gilbert Heathcotr, eſquire, 
be, for the breach of the ſaid act, expelled the 


Ordered a warrant for a new writ, to ele& a citi- 
zen for this city, in the room of the ſaid Gilbert 
Heathcott, eſquire. 

March 5, 1713. A petition * ſeveral aldermen, 
and of great numbers of livery- men, free of this 
city, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
the ſaid city, John Ward, Thomas Scawen, Robert 
Heyſham, and Peter Godfrey, eſquires, were can- 
didates : that the ſheriffs, in favour of the ſitting- 
members, adjourned, and unduly kept open the 
poll, without conſent of the candidates: that ſeve- 
ral were admitted to vote, who had no right ; and 
others, more than once; with great tumults raiſed, 
on purpoſe to obſtruct the freedom of this election; 
and without any notice taken, and in view of the 
ſheriffs : that things were carried on, without regard 
to juſtice : that great numbers of the candidates 
voters were rejected, without reaſon ; and many al- 
lowed, in prejudice of the candidates, who ought 
to have been refuſed : the ſcrutiny ferved only to 
cover the abuſes; and was, without examining a ſixth 
part of the poll, broke off; and a return made of 
Sir Richard Hoar, Sir William Withers, Sir John 
Caſs, and Sir George Newland, notwithſtanding 
the ſaid candidates had a majority: and praying 
Kc. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion put, to 
hear the matter of the ſaid petition at the bar; 
but diſagreed to. After which, 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report che 
ſame, with their opinion. | 
4 X 6th. A 
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sch. A petition of John Ward; Thomas Scawen, 
. Robert Heyſham, and Peter Godfrey, eſquires, 
was read ; ſhewing, that at the election for the ſaid 
city, the Sir Richard Hoar preſent 
mayor, Sir William Withers, Sir John Caſs, and 
Sir Newland, knights, were candidates: 
that the ſheriffs of the ſaid city adjourned the poll, 
without conſent of the petitioners; by which means 
tumults aroſe, to the great prejudice of the, petiti- 
oners : that ſeveral other notorious practices were 
uſed ; in wrong of the petitioners, who were duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned: and 
praying &c. 

| Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, with their opinion. 

23d. A motion was made, that it be an inſtruc- 
tion to the ſaid committee, to hear the matter of 
the {aid petition on the 29th day of April next: but 


diſagreed to. 
LUDGERSHALL. 


1 borough is in the county of Wiltthire. 
Dr. Willis writes, it returned members to 
. parliament in Edward the firſt's time : Mr. Prynn 
. writes, it was in the 28th of that reign ; but his 
in. Catalogue begins in the 7th of Edward the ſe- 
cond; in which reign it returned three times, 
alſo to as many parliaments of Edward the third; 
then ceaſed to the ad of Richard the ſecond ; after 
whoſe tenth year it ceaſed, until the th of Henry 
the fifth ; from which time, I apprehend, it has 

conftantly been repreſented: RB. arr Were 
moirs, amt fince the R Ie, Wilkes (RA oF 
towing occur. 

March 10, 1625. Sir John Finch 8 Noni 
the commirtee of and elections, for this 
gh, That Sir William Walker, Mr. Maſon, 
and Sir Thomas Jea, are returned for this borough : 
chat fourteen of rwenty-ſix electors gave their votes 
for Sir Thomas Jea, Mr. Matbn' fifteen voices; and 
queſtionable, whether one Biſhop gave his voice for 
Mr. Maſon; d as very doubetal, whether of theſe 
to ſtand. At laſt by the committee, the 
ele&tion of Sir Williant Walter, good; but for the 
other, a new election. 

' Ordered 4 new writ mond iſſue, for choice of 
one for this borough. | 

May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner reporteth, from the 

committee of and elections, the double 
- ferurn for this borough; The o of the com- 
mitte, chat Sit John Evetyn, knight, is returned by 
the 
the cauſe, upon the double return, de determined: 
whereto the houſe 

23d. Mr. Tuttier repteted, fen "the ſame com- 
mittee, the caſe of the faid return. Upon exami- 
nation of the fact, the queſtion appeared to be, 
whether the freeholders alone; or the frecliolders 
and inhabirants, have 1 
ferve in partiament for this bototigh 3 and the coitt- 
ttiittee ate of opinion, that wig ih 
habiranrs of this Borough have Hght to elect; and 
car Willam Thomas, efquite, return by one of 
the indentures, having a greater number of voters 
than Sir Joh Evelyn, knight, n 
the other indenture, is duly elected, and oaghe ty 
fit : whereto the houſe 
Wy, 12. Sit Edward Turner reports, from Ihe 

„That upon 'exatnination of the Bus 
fineſy, touching the miſcatriage of the writ for- 


proper officer, aſid ought to fit, untif the merits of 


the city d Bath ; een. 
of the caſe, they find the writ was delivered by the 
clerk of the Crown in Chancery to the perſon thut 
Cy ee e e 
his name. 

Ordered, that new writ be iſſued for an leg. 
on, as aforeſaid. 

March 24, 1680. A petition of Thomas Neat and 
John Garrard, eſquires, touching the election for 
this borough ; and alſo another petition of Sir John 
Talbot, knight, and John Smith, eſquire, couch. 
ing the ſame election; were read. N 

Ordered, they be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. Never heard. 

May 23, 1685. A petition of Challoner Chute, 
e 
borough, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

April 3, 1690. A petition of Edmund Harriſon, 
merchant, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner 
was duly elected to ſerve in this preſent parliament 


ich. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported-from the faid 
committee; the faid matter ; viz. that the candi- 
dates were Mr. Kent, Mr. Neal, and the petitioner; 
and the poll was, for Mr. Nent 71, for Mr. Neal 
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put his mark to a paper, promiſing to vote for Mr. 
Neal, and ſhould not have voted for him, had not he 
had the ſaid ten he owned he had 
voted fo formerly; and Filmore and Marſh had 
not the ten ſhillings, becauſe they would not ſet 
their hands. 

Richard Hilton faid, he ordered his- brother to 

ſign a paper that he would vote for Mr. Neal, and 
he received ten ſhillings of him, or would not have 
voted for Mr. Neal; though he owned he had voted 
for Mr, Neal formerly, ſeveral times. Crowch 
ſaid, Mr. Bullock ſent him ten ſhillings by Robert 
Dewey, to vote for Mr. Neal ; but he ſaw no paper, 
nor gave order to ſet his name: that Bullock, be- 
fore he received it, told him, he would ſend him ſore 
money; and had it not been for this ten ſhillings, 
he had not ſo voted. 
Filmore ſaid, Bullock, three days before the par- 
hament was diſſolved, offered him ten ſhillings, if 
he would ſign; but he refuſed to promiſe his vote to 
Mr. Neal, ſo had not the money; and Bullock ſaid 
they gave it to none but friends. George Noyce 
ſaid to the ſame purpoſe; but ſaid he ſaw no one 
ſign: That Richard Edwards had the ten ſhillings, 
and voted for Mr. Neal and Mr. Kent. He alſo 
ſaid, three days before the election, he had ten 
ſhillings offered him by Mr. Beal, Mr. Neal's friend, 
to be for Mr. Neal, but he voted for Mr. Kent 
and Mr. Webb. 

Bagnold faid, the night before the election, Bul- 
lock gave Cox ten ſhillings of Mr. Neal's money, 
to throw away e 
he voted for Thomas Kimbury. 

Colonel Webb fenior, ſaid, his ſon, — 
ſelf * taxed Mr. Neal with 
money; and he replied, if he meant the wn tht} 
lings each man, he owned it. 

The counſel! for Mr. Wat haz ;promabed th 
the right of eleftion: and called My. Flory, the 
bailiff, who produeed the original poll; at the top 
whereof was wrote—* That, before any proceeding 
was made in election, it was declared and 
by the frecholdera, leaſcholders, and other inhabi- 
tants of the ſaid borough, and the candidates at the 
faid election; that no party, not inhabiting within 
the faid borough, hath, or ought to have any vote 
or votes in chooſing the ſaid burgeſſes: which de- 


claration and agreement was ſubſcribed by all the 


three candidates. That Flory ſaid, there were a 
great many queries upon the poll: that ſome per- 
ſons inſiſted, the right was in the freeholders ; but 
fince his time, the inhabitants have been admitted, 
and accordingly he made the return ; yet he owned 
Mr. Neal had a greater number of the freeholders 
than the petitioner ; however, the petitioner ſaid he 
would petition. Thaf four who have freeholds 
within the borough, but live without, would have 
polled for Colonel Webb and Mr. Kent, but were 
difallowed : and he has known out- burgeſſes fent 
for to vote; and has known the inhabitants at large 
ſometimes allowed, 'and ſometimes refuſed. 

Erle and others, who had known the borough 
maar years (one of them about ſixty) ſaid, the right 
was in ſuch as had freeholds and freehold-leaſcs. 

Erle ſaid, when he was bailiff, he acted accordingly; 
only at the Oxford parliament he made a double 
return, to' ſatisfy Mr. Neal, thinking it beſt the 

ſhould determine it; and when Mr. 
Chute and Mr. Neal were candidates in Charles 
che ſreond's reign, Mr. Neal carried it by the free- 


holders and frecehold-leaſes: that he has known 


out-frecholders vote upon conteſts ; and never de- 
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nied, but in an election or two laſt paſt. Hilton 
{aid, he had heard his father, wha died twenty 
years ago, ſay, an hundred times, he never voted, 
having only a chattel-leaſe. 

- Erle and Hilton ſaid, the out-freeholders had 
right, though the frecholders of the town pretended 
to keep them out i and Hilton named three who 
were out-freeholders, for whom Mr. Neal formerly 
ſent, to vote for him in this borough. 

To diſqualify ſeveral voters for Mr. Neal, they 
called John Hilton, who ſaid, Samuel Marſh, Robert 
Hutchins, John Penton. junior, Matthew Monday, 
Roger Barrett, John Penton ſenior, Richard Black- 
more, Cuthbert Kenton, Robert Dewy, Edward 
Joyles, Edward Biggs, John Lanſketr, Charles Bul- 
lock, Evan Daniel, Edward Batt, John Betridge, 
Thomas Paſchall, and Thomas Jevy junior, were no 
freeholders. 

Mr. Neal's counſel differed as to the right of e- 
lection; and ſaid, the petitioner was bound by the 
agreement before the election; and read the reſolu- 
tion of 23d of May, 1660, where the houſe agreed 


with the committee; that the frecholders and inha- Vide ante. 


bitants have right to elect: That as to the fifty 
pounds, and diſpoſing it by ten ſhillings to each man, 
they did not deny, but that ten ſhillings were given 
to ſeveral perſons; but it was before the diſſolution 
of the parliament, and without any condition: and 
called So 

Franſom; who ſaid, he carried the fifty pounds 
to Ludgerſhall from Mr. Neal, with orders to take 
up bills and forbid future expences ; and to diſtri- 
bute it amongſt the inhabitants at ten ſhillings each; 
and he invited the inhabitants to a publick houſe, 
where Mr. Derby and Mir. Bullock were preſent. 

Franſom, Derby, and Bullock, ſaid, they gave, 
on the 6th of July, ten ſhillings each to about ſeventy 
perſons z but the money was given indifferently to 
any houſekeeper, as a token of Mr. Neal's love, 
and to drink his health; and none were refuſed, and 
no agreement was made with any for votes, or pa- 


pers offered to be figned ; only Franſom put down 


the names of thoſe to whom he gave ten ſhillings, 
in order to account how he diſpoſed of the money. 

Franſom ſaid, Wince would not take it, yet 
voted for Mr. Neal; and Muſprat had it; but voted 
for Mr. Kent and Mr, Webb. 


but would not, ſaying he did not know whether he 
ſhould be for Mr. Neal; ſeveral had it who voted 
againſt Mr. Neal; ſome who votęd for him, and 
others who did not vote at all: that Franſom left 
five pounds in his hands, when he went away; and 
Richard Edwards 'and John Daw had ten ſhillings 
each, after he ſo went away; but he gave to none 
after that night; and Colonel Webb made no ob- 
jection at the poll. 

Edwards and Daw ſaid, they were preſent when 
the ten ſhillings were otfered Noyce, who would not 
have it, and he was not aſked his vote; but did 
ſay, he did not know whether he ſhould be for 
Mr. Neal's friend ; whereupon Bullock told him, 
he might have it if he did not. 

Bettridge and Daw ſaid, when the poll ended, 
and the bailiff declared Mr. Neal fairly elected, * 
petitioner ſaid, then he had fairly loſt it. 

As to corruption by the petitioner, they called 

Newman, who ſaid, Richard Erle, of Chute, 
offered to make his day's % 
if he would be for Mr. Webb. 

Mary Belſton ſaid, two or three days 3 the 
election, the petitioner offered her a guinea, to ger 

er 


Bullock faid, Noyce might have had ten ſhillings, 
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her father to vote for him. Daw ſaid, Colonel 
Webb aſked him his vote, and offered his wife- to 
keep his child, who was the petitioner's godſon. 
John Bettridge ſaid, Batt offered him a load of 
ſtraw, to vote for the petitioner ; but he voted for 
Mr. Neal and Mr. Kent. 

Newman ſaid, the night after the election, Colo- 
nel Webb bound over four who voted for Mr. Neal, 
viz. himſelf, Crowch, Edwards, and Paſchall. 
Muſpratt ſaid, he had Mr. Neal's ten ſhillings given 
him freely with the reſt ; that he voted for Colonel 
Webb and Mr. Kent, and ſaw no one fign any 


Is. Neal's letter was read by his own counſel ; 
viz. | 
« Mr. Bullock. 

This comes to put an immediate end to all 
_ expence in the town, leſt any ſhould be made 
after the writs come out, which abſolutely would 
* ſpoil all, and it is not yet known when they 
* will. Pray affiſt the bearer in taking the bills 
* from each houſe for what is paſt ; which I will 
pay, but no growing expence : But the better 
* to enable ſuch as will drink my health, I have 
s ſent each voter, that will accept it, half a piece, 
for that purpoſe. I thank you for your kind- 
«© neſs, and am, 

July 5, Your very loving friend, 
1698. Tnouas NEAL. 


© Pray Kifparch Franſum ſo early, that he may 
come part of the way back on Wedneſday, for he 
«© muſt be here Thurſday before night.” 


Upon the whole the committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of electing members, to ſerve 
in parliament, for this borough, is in the free- 
holders and -inhabitants, not receiving alms. 

2. That Thomas Neal, eſquire, is not duly e- 
lected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
N 

. That John Webb, eſquire, is duly elected a 

2 — preſent —— for this 
borough. 
The firſt queſtion was read 4 bound met and 
it was propoſed to amend by leaving out the words, 
„ freeholders and inhabitants not receiving alms,” 
and inſerting inſtead thereof, ſuch perſons who 
have any eſtate of inheritance of freehold or leaſe- 
hold, determinable upon life or lives, within this 
borough: and the queſtion was put thereupon, 
and agreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved; that. the houſe do egree with the com- 
mittee in the ſaid reſolution ſo amended ; That the 
right of electing members, to ſerve in parliament, 
for this borough, is in ſuch perſons who have any 
eſtate of inheritance of frechold or leaſehold, deter- 
minable upon life or lives, within the borough. © 
| The ſecond and third reſolutions were read twice, 
and agreed to by the houſe : and the return ordered 
to be amended. | 


Nav. 2, 1705. A petition of Edmund Webb | 
and John Webb, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 


at the election for members to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, the petitioners, Walter 
Kent and Thomas Powell of London, merchants, 
vere candidates; that the ſaid Mr. Kent and Mr. 
Powell, by illegal practices, prevailed on John 
Noyes, the then bailiff, to become their agent, and 
return them whether they were duly elected or not; 
having for that purpoſe, before hand, entered into 
agreement with Noyes, and alſo haying prevailed 
I . 


with a ſmall number of the electors td vote for. 
them : that Noyes privately prepared a liſt of ſuch 
perſons as he thought fit to allow to vote, and 
without following the uſual order of former elec- 
tions, polled only the perſons named in his liſt, 
among whom were ſeveral unqualified perſons; and 
as ſoon as he had gone through his liſt, he pro- 
ceeded to declare the election without polling a 
great number of qualified perſons, who offered to 
poll for the petitioners z and the ſaid bailiff hath 
returned the ſaid Mr. Kent and Mr. Powell, although 
the petitioners were duly elected by a majority of 
good votes: and praying &c. _ 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of 14 
leges and elections, to examine the matter thereof, 
and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

3d. A petition of John Dobbs, William Bayley, 
and other perſons, duly qualified to give their votes 
in the election of members to ſerve in parliament 
for this borough, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
late election for members to ſerve in this parliament 
for this borough, Edmund Webb, John Webb, 
eſquires, Walter Kent and Thomas Powell, citizens 
and merchants of London, were candidates: that 
John Noyes, then bailiff and chief officer of the 
ſaid borough, (being a known agent for Mr. Kent 
and Mr. Powell) contrary to the uſage of the ſaid 
borough, privately prepared a liſt of ſuch perſons, 
as he pretended, had a right to vote at the ſaid e- 
lection, amongſt which were ſeveral that had no 
right to vote. However, Noyes called and polled 
only thoſe named in his liſt, although a great num- 
ber of the petitioners, who had a right to vote, and 
in due time offered to vote and poll for the Webbs; 
yet he the ſaid Noyes refuſed to poll them, and hath 
returned Mr. Kent and Mr. Powell, although Mr. 
Edmund Webb and Mr. John Webb were duly e- 
lected by a great majority of legal electors, accord- 
ing to the cuſtom of the ſajd borough, and the 
laſt determination in parliament z by which illegal 

ices the rights of the ſaid borough are not 
only manifeſtly invaded, but alſo it is not rightly re- 
preſented in parliament to the petitioners extreme 
wrong: and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter thereof, 
and to report the ſame, with their opinion. | 

Dec. 1. Ordered, that the cauſe touching the 
ſaid election, be heard before the ſaid committee on 
Wedneſday next. 

Jan. 8. 1 chat the report be made on 
Thurſday come ſevennight. - 

17, Mr. Compton reported from the aid, com- 
mittee, the matter touching the ſaid election, as 
follows. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the freeholders and leaſeholders of the ſaid borough, 
for life or lives. On the bailiff*s poll the numbers 


For Mr. Kent  — 54, 
Mr. Powell — * 12 
Mr. Edmund Webb 42, 1 94 
Mr, John Webb — 42. _ 

It was alledged for the petitioners, they Ald 
add ſo many to the poll, and diſqualify ſo many as 
polled for the returned members as would make 2 
majority for the petitioners, and they ſhould give 
ſome evidence of corrupt practices That as to thoſe 
who offered to poll, they were, viz. five, who offered 
before the bailiff went eee 
e away. 


„ 


— 


0 © - a 0 


— 9 6 AH -© WH 


AS-" oO + ft 0 


2 pay = wp ps 65 e 


$ £205 = © . 


— 


8 2 


The Borough of LUDGERSHAL L. 


That as to the firſt five, 

Collins and Hopgood faid, that four perſons 
offered their poll for the petitioners, whilſt the bai- 
liff was in court, and another offered his vote as the 
bailiff was going away ; though as to one of the 
four, viz. Rawlins — there was no proof of his 
right to vote. 

John Foyle, and nine n ſaid, that the 
twenty-ſix, polled after the bailiff went away; and 
all of them, but John Day, who voted for Colo- 
nel Edmund Webb and Mr. Powell, voted for both 
the petitioners. 

Thatdeeds were produced, and proved by witneſſes, 
as to the freeholds of twenty-ſix perſons ; but as to 
two of them, viz. Crouch and Stevens, it did not ap- 
pear that livery and ſeiſin had been given. 

Norbourn, and four others, proved ten of the 
returned members voters had no right : and they 
ſaid 

John Noiſe came into his freehold by a forcible 
entry, and was ejected by his brother before the 
election; that Brown's tenement was out of town; 
that Bennet rented his tenement from year to year, 
and never voted before ; that Dobbs, Mat. Kenton, 
and Edward Lines had no eſtate at preſent, it being 
their mothers ; that Muſpratts, William Noiſe, and 
Collins, had only part of tenements ; and Beates' 
leaſe was for years abſolute, 

As to corruption and ill practices, 

Paſcall gave an account that Mr. Powell read a 
paper, which he called articles, by which the bailiff 
undertook to return him, if he would ſpend as 
much money at his houſe as he had done at the 
George; and Mr. Powell and Mr. Dowling (who 
appeared for him) had promiſed to help his kinſman 
to an exciſeman's place, if he the ſaid Paſcall would 
vote for Mr. Powell : Paſcall owned he could nei- 
ther read nor write. 

Taylor ſaid, bailiff Noiſe declared, he would return 
Mr. Kent and Mr. Powell, though the petitioners 
had a majority. 

That as to the bailiff's behaviour, they called 

Mitchell and others; who ſaid, the bailiff called 
over by a liſt the electors names; after which he 
went away without caſting up the numbers on the 
poll, or making proclamation for others to come 
and poll ; that at the time he went away there was 
ſeveral perſons to be polled, particularly Hunt, 
who had often polled ; and the bailiff was told by 
Colonel Webb, there were more to poll. 

In anſwer, as to the liſt, 

Kenton and others ſaid, ſuch liſt had been made 
before ; and that the bailiff in making this liſt, was 
aſſiſted by ſix of the moſt antient inhabitants of the 
borough ; and that great care was taken in it, and all, 
that they believed to be good votes, were inſerted in 
it: but it appeared, that the ſix, were all voters for 
Mr. Kent and Mr. Powell. 

It was alſo inſiſted, that there was an agreement 
between the candidates, to poll none but old votes; 
and called 

Nicholſon, and others; who ſaid, that Colonel 
Webb ar firſt coming to the place of eleftion made 
a ſhort ſpeech, and took notice of a report, that he 
intended to poll ſome new or ſplit votes; and de- 
clared he had no ſuch intention: that the bailiff called 
all that were in the liſt and made three © Ves; after- 
wards Col. Webb prevailed with him to poll two more 
with a quære; but ſaid, if he offered any more 
ſuch, he would not comply with it : that no more 
offering to poll, the bailiff and Mr. Dowling caſt 
up the poll, and declared the majority for Mr. Kent 

and Mr. Powell. 


Jones ſaid, Paſcall deſired him to ſpeak to Mr. 
Powell to lend him ten pound, and he did aſk it, 
but Mr. Powell refuſed it; and ſaid, he would nei- 
ther give, or lend ſix-pence, though he loſt his 
election. 

The next thing on behalf of Mr. Kent and Mr. 
Powell, was to diſqualify twenty of the twenty-ſix, 
who were endeavoured to be added to the petitioners 
poll, viz. Penton, Kenton, Dockwra, Thornbuck, 
Blackman, Batt, Mackrell, Lawrence, Drury, Marſh, 
Cook, Newman, Dobbs, Daniel, Day, Edmyton, Law- 
rence, Culley, and Crouch: and they called ſeveral wit- 
neſſes, who ſaid to this purpoſe, that their mothers 
were in poſſeſſion, or that they were ſplit tenements, 
and the deeds made juſt before the election; and 
ſome of them have ſince ſaid, they did not know 
for what they voted. 

They then proceeded to Juſtify ten votes objected 
to by the petitioner ; and as to five of them, they 
produced deeds to prove their titles; and as to the 
other five, they called 

Kenton and Marſh ; who ſaid, they were heirs to 
their fathers, or had voted for the ſame eſtate be- 
fore, 


As to ſeven of the petitioner's s voters, they 
called, 

Kenton, and others; who ſaid, Muſpratt lived with 
his father; and as to Mackrell, William Crouch, 
Cook, and Dobbs junior, the tenements they voted 
for were their mothers; and Munday and Belſon 
owned, . they had no right to vote. 

They then inſiſted, that ſixteen perſons, under 
the like qualifications with thoſe inſiſted to be add- 


ed by the petitioners, were ready to poll for Mr. 


Kent and Mr. Powell when the bailiff went away, 
and 

Daw, and others, ſaid, they were - preſent at the 
election, and declared they came to vote for Mr. 
Kent and Mr. Powell; and they produced and 
proved ſeveral deeds, which paſſed a freehold to 
them. 

They then proceeded to ſhew Mr. Kent and Mr. 
Powell had .an intereſt in the borough, from Mr. 
Kent's having formerly ſerved for it; and called 

Mr. Cook ; who ſaid, he employed. one hundred 
and fifty or two hundred poor inhabitants, whoſe 
chief ſubſiſtence was ſpinning ; and ſeveral of the 
voters came to him to have a character of Mr. 
Powell, and he recommended him to them. 

Cully ſaid, the town hearing Mr. Powell was 
much concerned in the woollen manufacture, were 
willing to chooſe him. 

Dowling produced two letters from many of the 
voters, to invite Mr, Powell to be a candidate. 

As to bribery they called, 

Charles Crouch; who ſaid, Thomas Poulton of- 
fered the bailiff fifty guineas and a bell, if he 
would be for the petitioners. 

John Lay ſaid, Thomas Appleford, on the 3d of 
May laſt, offered him ten guineas, if he would turn 
himſelf, and three others, to be for the petitioners 
but he voted for Mr. Kent and Mr. Powell. 

Newman ſaid, Bayley told him, if he would be 
for the petitioners he might have five pound ; but 
he was for Mr. Kent and Mr. Powel. | 

Eliz. Newman ſaid, Bayly offered her one guinea, 
to turn her father to be for the petitioners. 

Naſh ſaid, Mr. Weſton, Colonel Webb's ſtew- 
ard, offered him five guineas to be for the Colonel ; 
and told him the two Muſpratts ſhould have the 
like ſum each, on the ſame terms. 
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Evan Muſpratt ſaid, William Weſton told him 
he ſhould have ſix guineas, if he would be for both 
the petitioners, 

Lymes ſaid, that Mr. Summer, of Andover, 
told him, he ſhould have a guinea, if he would vote 
for Colonel Webb. | 

Evan Muſpratt ſaid, Richard Crouch declared, 
he would not be for the petitioners, unleſs he had 
three pound. | 

And Charles Crouch and John Lay ſaid, they 
heard Richard Crouch own, he had received it. 

Drury ſaid, that Robert Crouch, owned he had 
promiſed Mr. Kent; but ſaid, he durſt not, becauſe 
the brigadier threatened to ſend him to ſea. 

Thomas Powell ſaid, Dobbs declared he had a 
guinea of Colonel Webb to vote for him. 

Cocks and Cully ſaid, the conſtables threatned they 
ſhould go for ſoldiers, if they would not vote for the 
petitioners : and Blackman faid, to the ſame purpoſe 
as to Cully. i 

Mackrell ſaid, he having denied the brigadier to 
vote for him, the brigadier threatened he ſhould re- 
pent it in ſix months. 

Upon the whole the committee reſolved. 

That Walter Kent, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
geſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo-. 
rough. 

That Thomas Powell, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

That Edmund Webb, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

That John Webb, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
geſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

The ſaid refolutions being twice read were agreed 
to by the houſe; and the return ordered to be 
amended. 

March 4, 1713. A petition of Henry Skylling, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the honourable 
J. Webb, Rob. Ferne, eſq; and the petitioner were 
candidates for this borough ; that ſeveral were ad- 
mitted to poll for Mr. Ferne who had no right, 
and many for the petitioner who had a right were 
refuſed ; by which illegal proceedings of Mr. Ferne 
and his agents, he the ſaid Mr. Ferne, is unduly 
returned : and praying &c. 42 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and to report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. | | 

March 30, 1715. A petition of Thomas Webb, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, the petitioner, John Ivory Talbot, 
and John Webb, eſquires, ſtood candidates; that 
John Batt, bailiff of the ſaid borough, has been by 
bribery, promiſes &c. prevailed upon. . . the ſaid 
Mr. Talbot to act as agent for him; and alfo pre- 
vailed upon other perſons to vote for him: and that 
the ſaid bailiff appointed the day of election, with- 
out giving due notice of it ; and although the peti- 
tioner had a majority of legal votes, yet the ſaid 
bailiff returned the ſaid Mr. Talbot and Mr. Webb 
to be duly choſen: and praying 8c. 

_ Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 


of, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 


April 20, 17r6. Ordered leave be given to wich- 


draw the ſaid petition. 


Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of Thomas Webb, 
ſerjeant at law, was read; ſhewing, that at the eiec- 


tion of members to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 


rough; the petitioner, John Webb and Borlaſe Webb, 
elquires, were candidates : that the ſaid J. Webb and 
BorlaſeWebb did by themſelves . . their agents, give 
divers conſiderable ſums of money to great numbers 
of vaters, to give their votes for them; and did by 
threats, intimidate divers other perſons who had a 
right of voting . . . . force them to give their votes 
for them; and the ſaid John Webb, under the co- 
lour of being the owner of many tenements within 
perſons to vote at the ſaid election, fraudulently made 
a great many conveyances thereof to his relations, 
ſervants, and dependents ; to the prejudice of the 
rights of the electors: that Roger Hutchence, who 
acted as bailiff, not only acted as an agent for the 
ſaid John and Borlaſe Webb; but admitted divers 
perſons to be polled for them, whoſe qualifications 
the petitioner objected to; and the {aid John Webb 
and Borlaſe Webb were returned members for the 
ſaid borough, in prejudice of the petitioner : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 23, 1723. A petition of Thamas Webb, 
ſerjeant at law, was read; ſhewing, that at the late 
election of members to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough ; John Webb, eſquire, Borlaſe Webb, 
eſquire, and the petitioner were candidates; that 
Roger Hutchence, butcher, a perſon appointed by 
and dependent on, J Webb, eſq; preſided and acted 
as bailiff at the election; and the ſaid J. Webb and 
Borlaſe Webb, eſquires, did, by themſelves and 
agents, corruptly give divers ſums of money to ſe- 
veral voters for their votes; and by threats deterred 
others from voting for the petitioner; and, ſome ſhort 
time before the election, fraudulently made a great 
many conveyances of tenements, within the ſaid bo- 
rough, to the relations and ſervants of the ſaidJohn 
Webb, in order to qualify them to vote for bim; 
and by the partiality of the ſaid bailiff, they were 
polled, and many others who had no right, and 
were objefted to; and many that had a right were 
not ſuffered to poll for the petitioner ; by which, 
and other unfair practices of the ſaid bailif,, he 
hath returned Mr. John Webb and Borlaſe Webb, 
as duly elected, though the petitioner had a majority 
of good votes: and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and electiona, to examine the matter thereof, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 25, 1724. The petition of Thomas Webb, 
eſquire, the ſame in ſubſtance with the laſt, was 
read. 
Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 
of, and report the ſame, with their opinion 

Dec. 2. Ordered leave be given to withdraw the 


LUDLOW. 
| IS borough is ſituate in the 
frft- ſent members to parliament: The memoirs 


of its elections, and matters relating thereto, I have 
met with, are theſe, 


Nov. 12, 1597. Sir George Moore reported from P Fu, 
the committee for privileges and returns. ——Shev- 2 


ed the differences for the returns for this borough 
before the committee, which grew from the ſheriff's 
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directing his precept to the bailiff of the borough 
in the ſingular number; whereas it ſhould have 
been to the bailiffs thereof, in the plural: and 
thereupon the hauſe was divided, whether the ſhe- 
riff, who might through haſte, or want of expe- 
rience, run into that error, ought to be puniſhed; or 
the town, which had, as might well be conclud- 
ed, wilfully made uſe of that his error? Mr. 
Francis Moore, Mr. Nathanael Bacon, Mr. Ed- 
ward Lewkenor, and others, urging, that the town 
ought to be amerced; and Mr. Bourchier, Mr. 
Recorder of Londaa, Mr. Pelham, and others, 

urging that the ſheriff ought to be amerced : it was, 
upon the queſtion, referred to the former commit- 
tee, and if it cannot be decided by them; then they 
are to learn the opinion of ſome of the judges. 

April 14, 1614. Mr. Fuller reporteth, that, by 
a general conſent, Mr. Berry, bailiff of Ludlow, who 
hath returned himſelf, ſhould be removed. But for 
other mayors and bailiffs which have returned them- 
ſelves; becauſe the caſes might differ, and the 

iculars then not examined, that the commitrees 
thought not fit farther to proceed in any reſolution 
for any of them. | 

For Berry. Queſtion, he ſhall be removed and 
a new choice; rcſalved affirmatively, principally, 
becauſe he confeſſeth openly he was a bailiff &c. 

Sir Rqbert Hitcham, Sir George Moore, and Mr 
Duncombe, — to have all removed that are in Ber- 
ry's caſe. 

Mr, Wear: — Queſtio juris et fadi; for the law 
they reſolved, no mayor or bailiff, that returns him- 
ſelf, can ſerve here: But the queſtion of the fact; 
if it appear not by the return, or by their own con- 
feſſion, no proof againſt. them; where proceeded 
againſt Berry by his own confeſſion. 

Mr. Aſhley moveth, there may be a queſtion, 
whether any mayor, or bailiff, that returneth him- 
ſelf, may ſerve as a member of this houſe. 

Qveſtion, Whether all mayors, and bailiffs, that 
are in Berrye's caſe, ſhall be removed? Reſolved, yea. 
Feb. 26, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported from 
the committee of privileges and elections; That the 
committee had conſidered of the petition of Samuel 
Baldwyn, eſquire, againſt Serjeant Littleton; and 
the queſtion was, touching the manner of ſummons; 
and whether the right of election was in a ſelect 
number of twelve aldermen, and twenty-five others 
of the common- council; or in them, and all the 
common burgeſſes reſiant in the town: and that the 
committee was of opinion, that the ſummons, be- 
ing according to the uſual manner, was good; and 
that all the common-burgeſſes reſiant had right of 
election, with the twelve and 25 ; and that Serjeant 
Littletan had the majority of voices; and was duly 
elected and returned as a burgeſs for the ſaid town, 
and pught to fit in the houſe ; 

Whereto the houſe agreed. 

March 24, 1689. A petition of Fitton Gerrard 
and Francis Lloyd, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that this town, being a borough by preſcription, 
was incorporated by Edward IV. in the firſt year of 
his reign; and that the late Chancellor Jeffreys, 
when chief juſtice of Cheſter, extorted 4 ſurrender 
from the ſaid town, of all its powers of electing 
bailiffs, aldermen, and all other ſubordinate officers, 
down to the very attornies of the town- court; 
which ſurrender was acknowledged ang inrolled by 
one Cole, as head-bailiff of the {aid toyn, though 
he was then out of office, and another ſworn in 
his place: whereupon the late King James in- 
corporated the ſaid town, by the name gf the may- 
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or, aldermen, and common-council-men (whereas it 
was before incorporated by the name of the mayor, 
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burgeſſes, and commonalty) with a reſervation of | 


a power to remove ſuch officers at pleaſure ; and 
confining the election of members of parliament to 
a ſelect number of twelve aldermen, and twenty-five 
common-council-men, contrary to all former cul- 
tom; and the ſaid King, in order to reſtore the 
town to its ancient privileges, removed the mayor, 
and all other the members, and officers of this new 
corporation : but neyertheleſs, Mr. Francis Charle- 
ton aſſumes the mayorſhip, by colour of the new 
charter, though diſſolved ; and, by combination with 
the preſent ſheriff, having the precept directed to 
him, proceeded to an election by the new corpora- 
tion-men, and about twenty eight new burgeſſes, 
made by virtue of the new charter about the laſt 
prorogation; and hath returned his own brother-in- 
law Thomas Hanmer, eſquire, and William Gower, 
eſquire, as members; though the petitioners on the 
ſame day were fairly choſen before the bailiffs, by 
the unanimous conſent of voices who were qualified 
by the ancient charter : and the bailiffs have made a 
return by indenture to the ſheriff, who refuſed to 
accept thereof ; but took the ſame and tore it : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine and report the 


matter, with their opinion. 

Oct. 6, 1690. A petition of the ſame Fitton Ger- 
rard and Francis Lloyd, eſquires, was read; ſhew- 
ing, the petitioners were returned by the proper of- 
ficers, and eleQors of this town, to the ſheriff of 
the county of Salop; yet the ſaid ſheriff at the in- 
ſtigation of Francis Charleton, who pretends to have 


a right of return by colour of the late King James's 


charter, contrary to the right and cuſtom of the 
town, hath returned Thomas Hanmer and Wil- 
liam Gower, eſquires, againſt right, and in preju- 
dice of the petitioners; and praying the conſidera- 
tion of the premiſes : and that theſe being matters 
that relate chiefly to the right of return and the 
charter, and who are the proper officers and elec- 
tors, that the ſame may be heard at the bar of the 
houſe. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

14th. A petition of the inhabitants of this bo- 
rough was read; complaining of an undue election 
of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for this borough. But the petitioners not hav- 
ing made their complaint the beginning of this par- 
liament, nothing was done upon the ſaid petition. 

Dec. 17. Ordered the report to be made, con- 
cerning this election, on Monday next. 

22d. Mr. Gray reported, the ſtate of the caſe 
was thus : | 

That the borough. of Ludlow is a very antient 
corporation; and in Edward the fourth's time, the 
ſaid borough was incorporated, by the name of the 
bailiffs and burgeſſes, and commonalty, of Lud- 
low, with a grant, Burgenſibus ville de Ludlow, to 
ſend members to parliament : that this corporation, 
being ſeryed with a quo warranto, did, on the 27th 
of October 36 Car. II. make a ſurrender of their 
franchile, Richard Cole, and Rowland Erſly, being 
then bailiffs. On the 28th of October is the time 
for electing bailiffs in the ſaid borough, and John 
Bowdler, and George Houghter, were then elected, 
and ſworn bailiffs. This ſurrender was after, viz. 
on the 5th of November following, 3 

ore 
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before Sir Miles Cook, a maſter in Chancery, and 
inrolled as of that day. 
That afterwards, the late King Jamie in the firſt 
year of his reign, granted to the ſaid borough a 
charter, and conſtitutes a mayor; and therein names 
their firſt officers ; and appoints the election of offi- 
cers, and particularly of burgeſſes to parliament, 
to be by twelve aldermen, and twelve capital bur- 
geſſes. In the ſaid charter, there is reſerved to the 
faid King a power, by any order or direction, ſig- 
nified to the Lord Preſident of the council of 
Wales, to remove any of the officers named in the 
charter, or thereafter to be elected; and ſo often as 
the Lord Preſident ſhould, upon ſuch order or di- 
rection, declare ſuch officers to be removed, they 
ſhall be, ipſo fatto, removed accordingly. In ex- 
ecution of this power, King James, by writing un- 
der his ſign manual, bearing date the 11th of No- 
vember 1688, did require the Lord Preſident to 
remove and diſplace all the officers, that ſo the then 
corporation might be diſſolved :: one Smallman, 
with others of the corporation, carried this writing 
to the Duke of Beaufort, then Lord Preſident. 
That Smallman ſaid, the Duke of Beaufort then 
delivered them a letter, directed to Sir Job Charlton, 
then recorder of this borough ; which, the ſaid 
Duke ſaid, would do their buſineſs : in this letter 
was incloſed, as they perceived, ſome paper with a 
ſeal ; but the ſaid paper was not ſhewed them: that 
they delivered this letter to Sir Job Charlton, but 
he refuſed to open the letter before them, nor did 
proceed to act any thing in the diſſolving the ſaid 
corporation; but afterwards Sir Job aſked him, why 
he would deſtroy a mayor- corporation? that after- 
wards, he, with ſome others, went gain to the 
Duke of Beaufort, and thereupon the Duke, by a 
writing under his hand and ſeal, bearing date the 
roth of December 1688 (which was produced to the 
committee) taking notice of the ſaid order and di- 
rection of King James, under his ſign manual, did 
actually (in obedience to the fame), remove. and 
diſplace the ſaid officers. 
That it appeared to the committee, that the old 
bailiffs had returned the members to this N in 
the convention: 
That the precept on this election was directed t to 


Francis Charlton, eſquire, mayor of Ludlow, who - 


is mayor under King James charter; and the elec- 
tion and poll was ordered by the meyer: but it was 
agreed on, by the poll ſo taken by the mayor, that 
the ſitting- members had the majority of the old 
and new burgeſſes, made N as * as — 
King James' charter. 

Upon the whole matter, the 5 reſolved, 


That the new cliarter, granted to this borough ' 


7 the late King James, whereby the antient me- 
thod of electing burgeſſes for parliament is. med. 


is illegal and void. 


That Thomas Hanmer, : eſquire, - is not duly 


-cktedin: burgeſs to _ in _ yoo! E 7 
hog nag nn thee I ela33b in ON geen 2H) 

That William mb * not 3 Gecbed 
a burgeſs to lerve in this preſent parliament for this 
e $.4. 18%; OF cl * | 

That Fitton as eſquire, is not duly _ 
a burgeſs to ſerve 1 in this prefent -parliament for _ 
borough. biglwso 2 bag FLIER 

That Francis Lloyd, eſquire, is not duly Aude 


à hurgeſs to 1 by: this e aero - ſor 


this borough. 
To all which led) beach n read, the 
| houſe agreed : and ordered a writ-for a new elee- 


OR. 22, 1691..A petition of Thomas: Hanmer 
and William Gower, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that they, on the 14th of January laſt, were elec 
by the majority of legal voters of this borough , 
notwithſtanding which, the bailiffs have returned 
Colonel Titus and Francis Lloyd, eſquires, and re- 
jected the petitioners : and praying the conſideration 
3 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Dec. 3. Ordered,” the report be made on Tueſday 
morning, at ten o'clock. 
8th. Serjeant Trenchard reported, the caſe was 
r 

The antient government of this borough was, by 
the twelve and twenty - five; which they called the 
Chamber. 

36 Car. II. The franchiſes of this town were ſur- 
rendered, and a new Charter. granted by King James, 
in the firſt year of his reign ; with a reſervation of 
a power to himſelf, to remove and diſplace any of- 
ficer by his privy-ſignet, directed to the Lord Pre- 
ſident of Wales; and in 1688, according to this 
power reſerved, King James removed all the offi- 
cers, and reſtores the antient corporation. 

It was moved, whether the burgeſſes under the 
new charter had voices; but it appearing, they were 
made free after the diſſolving the charter, they were 
waved by the counſel on both ſides. 

As to the right of election, it was alledged, that 
it was in the Chamber, conſiſting of thirty-ſeven, 
and in the free · burgeſſes, reſient and non-reſient. 

Ketleby, and others, ſaid, they had been preſent 
at ſeveral elections of burgeſſes, to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for this borough; and both non-reſient, - as 
well as reſient burgeſſes, had been admitted to give 
their votes. 

For the ſitting-members, it was, alledged, the 
right of election was in the Chamber, and reſient 
burgeſſes only: and called John Coleback, an an- 
tient burgeſs and inhabitant; who ſaid, he was 

preſent at the elections in 1660 and 1661, and that 
the reſient burgeſſes were only admitted ; but, fince 
1679, the out-burgeſſes had given their votes, con- 
trary to the antient cuſtom. 

They alſo read the reſolution of the houſe of 
commons, 14 Car. II. That all the reſient common 
burgeſſes of this town have right of election, as 
-vell as the twelve and twenty-five. 

As to the poll; Ketleby and Buſton ſaid, they 
ole a poll for the petitioners; and that of the 
old burgeſſes, Mr. Hanmer had 41, Mr. Gower 
39. Mr. Titus 25, and Mr. Lloyd 32. 

By the town-clerk's poll, Mr. Lloyd 57, Mr. 
Titus 49, Mr. Hanmer 41, and Mr. Gower 39. 

But of thoſe for Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Titus, it ap- 
peared, 22 or 23 were made free after the teſte of 


the writ, which was dated the 24th of December, and 
their freedom was on the 26th; ſo that the main 
-queſtion was, whether "thoſe had a precedent right ; 
and Whether they were nn to vote at this elec- 
tion. 


Cole, and wo ſaid, that the ſons of frevmen, 


and ſuch'as married freemen's daughters, claimed 


a right to be made free; but that they applied to the 
Chamber by petition, and: the Chamber had a right 
to admit them, or not: that they paid a fine for 


their freedom ; and they had known ſeveral reject- 


ed: that, by uſage, no admiſſion could be made, 
unleſs nineteen of the Chamber were preſent ; and 


that now there was not that number preſent. 
Colebatch 


Coleback and Smallman ſaid, that the ſons of 
freemen, and thoſe who married freemen's daugh- 
ters, had right to be made free, upon petition to the 
Chamber, and paid a ſmall fine; viz. fixteen-pence 
for freemen's ſons, and three ſhillings and four- 

for him that married a freeman's daughter : 

that the Chamber had no right to reject ſuch; and 
they never knew it done but twice, and then upon 
intereſt ; and it was looked upon as an in- 
: that the Chamber met the 26th of December, 
after the teſte of the writ, to fill up the Chamber, 
nine of them being dead ſince the ſurrender of their 
charter; and ſome of the ſurvivors refuſed to act 
with them : that theſe' freemen were admitted on 
December 27, when about twenty of the old Cham- 
ber were preſent ; and of the twenty-three excepted 
to, twenty were qualified as freemen's ſons, or ſuch 
as had married freemen's daughters. | 

They read the charter of King Edward the fourth 
to the town; 'and there appeared no clauſe, re- 
quiring nineteen to be preſent at any act of com- 
mon- council. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Silas Titus, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

. Francis Lloyd, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 

: whereto, upon their being twice read, 
the houſe agreed. | 

Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of Francis Lloyd, eſ- 
quire, complaining of an undue election and return 
for this borough, was read.. 

Jan. 16. Ordered, that Mr. Lloyd have leave to 
withdraw his petition, touching the election for 
Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of the honourable 
Thomas Newport, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that 
at the laſt election of members to ferve in parlia- 
- ment for this borough, ſeveral burgeſſes offered to 


poll for the petitioner, but were refuſed ; and others, 


who had no votes, and were objected againſt by the 
petitioner, were polled for Mr. Gower; who is re- 
turned, to the manifeſt prejudice of the ſaid borough 
and the petitioner : and praying &c. Alſo, 

A petition of Thomas Farmer, and other bur- 
geſſes of this town, was read; ſhewing, that, by 
antient cuſtom of the ſaid town, every ſon, and the 
huſband ' of ev ry daughter, of a burgeſs, hath a 
right of burgeſs-ſhip within the ſaid corporation; 
and, upon requeſt to the bailiffs, aldermen, and 
common-council, of this borough, have always 
been admitted ſworn burgeſſes: that the petitioners 
are under thoſe qualifications ; and long ſince (by 
their ſeveral petitions, as in like caſes) requeſted to 
be admitted, ſworn burgeſſes of the ſaid town, 
but were refuſed the ſame ; and on the 3oth of July, 
1698, they went to give their votes for members to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament ; but they were re- 
fuſed to poll, although they demanded it, in be- 
half of Mr. Newport againſt Mr. Gower ; who is 
returned a repreſentative for this borough, to their 
manifeſt prejudice : and praying &c. 

- Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

Feb. 25. Ordered the . to be made upon 
F riday next. 

March 1. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the mat- 
_ upon the ſaid petitions ; viz. That upon the 
poll there were, for Mr. Newport 82—for Mr. 
<Jouer 59. But the right of electing for this bo- 
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rough being in the · burgeſſes, the counſel for Mr. 
Newport inſiſted, that the ſons of burgeſſes, and 
ſuch as married burgeſſes daughters, have a right 
to demand being made bur z and that ſeveral, 
to the number of thirty-four, who had ſuch right, 
demanded to be made burgeſſes, according to their 
right, but were not admitted; and offered to ow 
for Mr. Newport, but were refuſed, 

That as to the right of election, it appeared, chac 
heretofore it was in the twelve and twenty- five; 
but, ſome time after, the election was in the ſworn 


burgeſſes inhabiting within the town; but, in 1667, Query 
Mr. Baldwyn was candidate, and choſen by the : 560. 


12, 25, and fworn burgeſſes at large; and the 
houſe agreed, that Mr. Baldwyn was elected; and 
ſince that time, the electing of burgeſſes has been 
by the ſworn burgeſſes at large. 

As to the method of making of burgeſſes, it 
appeared, they were generally made upon petition: 
that there were three conſiderations, in making bur- 
geſſes: that the common form of the petition was 
to ſet forth, that he was ſon of ſuch a burgeſs, and 
praying, that he might be admitted a burgeſs for 
the accuſtomed fee; arid upon ſuch admiſſion, the 
burgeſs pays ſixteen- pence; but there was one in- 


ſtance of ſuch burgeſs paying three ſhillings and 


four pence, which was in 1695 : that the common 
form of the petition of the huſband of a burgeſsꝰ 


daughter, was to ſhew he had married ſuch a bur- 


geſs* daughter; praying to be admitted for the ac- 
cuſtomed fee; for which he pays ſix . and 


eight - pence. 


But the petition of any other perſon, not ſo qua- 


lified, is to admit him a burgeſs, upon ſuch con- 


ſideration as ſhall be thought fit; and ſuch pay a 
fine of three, four, five, or ſix pounds. 

That the firſt queſtion was, whether the ſons of 
burgeſſes, or ſuch as married burgeſſes daughters, 
had right to be made burgeſſes; and this ſeemed to 
ariſe in the practice of the borough, to admit ſuch 
perſons upon petition; which petitions are drawn 
by the town-clerk, and by him delivered to the 
head-bailiff. 

It was alſo ſaid, if ſuch perſon has the benefit 
of his petition, and be made a burgeſs, the petition 
is preſented to the Chamber; whereof there muſt 
be nineteen preſent, to elect a burgeſs; who, up- 
on the queſtion, do elect, 
qualified : and only one or two inſtances of refuſal 
were given. 


pretending, as he has a right of calling a Chamber, 
ſo of bringing what buſineſs he pleaſes before 
them. 

And Mr. Smallman ſaid, before King James 
time, he never knew above two or three in the 
year refuſed ; and this year there were above ſixty 
pocketed by the head-bailiff : and no one ſaid, any 
ever polled, but ſworn burgeſſes. 

Edward Robinſon (a witneſs for the petitioner) 
ſaid, he had known more than 16 pence paid; 
and it has been voted, whether admitted, or not. 

For Mr. Gower, 

Richard Cole (who came into the corporation in 
1660) ſaid, he had known ſuch petitions refuſed, 
but gave no inſtance : but in the leſſer Ledger-book, 
fol. 85. ult Junii 1698, it is entered, thus; viz. Then 
„ Thomas Rice, and two others, having ſeverally 
« a right, were ſeverally admitted free burgeſſes of 
< this corporation, paying the accuſtomed fees :” 
but Mr. Cole ſaid, the petitions did not ſet forth 
any right; and the queſtion in the Chamber was, 

4L | Whether 


or admit perſons ſo, 


But ſometimes the head-bailiff doth: 
pocket theſe petitions, and they are not preſented ; 
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Whether ſuch an one ſhould be adtnitted ? and the 
petitioner muſt have the majority by nineteen, or 
elſe his petition was rejected ; and he thought it the 
right of the corporation to elect. _ 

Mr. Long ſaid, he had two ſans ſo. admit- 
ed, who paid three ſhillings and four-pence, and 
a bottle of wine; and fax or ſeven others were ad- 
mitted at the ſame time, upon the ſame terms; and 
upon ſuch petitions, the queſtion is put, Whether 
ſuch ſhall be admitted ? which is carried by the ma+ 
jority of the Chamber, which muſt be nineteen at 
leaſt; and they fet down the fine: and Edmund 
King was refuſed, ſeyen or eight years ago ; but 
why, he could not tell. He ſaid, he believed, that 
ſuch ſons of burgeſſes, and huſbands of their daugh- 
ters, had right ; but it was not of any uſe, unleſs 
the Chamber conſented, and they were ſworn. _ 

Mr. Charles Pierce ſaid, when perſons were re- 
fuſed to be admitted burgeſſes, it was indorſed on 
the back of the petitions ; and the Chamber cither 
refuſed, or admitted burgeſſes, as they thought fit: 
and Luke York was refuſed, and never admitted : 
and he had ſearched all the antient books, and 
found no pretence of right, till the 27th of De- 
cember 1690, when Mr. Smallman was town-clerk, 
and a conteſt about an election. 

That the ſmaller Ledger, fol. 61. was produced ; 
where it was ordered, 14th of September 1695, 
* That Thomas and Edward, the ſons of Mr. 
* Roger Povy; George, the ſon of Mr. George 
* Long; Nathanael, the ſon of Mr. Edm. King; 
„William, the ſon of William Reynolds; Edward 
« York the elder; Richard, the fon of Thomas 
Coates; John, the ſon of Nicholas Carr, doctor 
« in phyſick; having ſeverally a right to be bur- 
geſſes of this corporation, be admitted accord- 
« ingly, paying three ſhillings and four-pence a- 
piece, the accuſtomed fees. And in the ſame 
Ledger, fol. 40. 18 Decemb. 1652, Thomas Coates 
paid ten ſhillings ; and is ſaid to be admitted for 
the accuſtomed fee. And Mr. Pierce ſaid, the or- 
ders are read in the Chamber, before they riſe. - 

That the low bailiff, declared, Mr. New- 
port would poll none but ſworn burgeſſes ; and he 
was preſent with Lord Newport and Mr. Newport, 
when this matter was debated ; ar Une Mes 
only liſts of the ſworn burgeſſes. 

Mr. Baldwyn ſaid, he was very converſant in 
the corporation, and elected a burgeſs for parlia- 
ment thrice, and never heard, till now, of a bur- 
geſs' right, as a burgeſs ſon, or having married a 
burgeſs' daughter; and if the Chamber favours a 
burgeſs' ſon to be admitted, they uſually pay 16d. and 
tho chey ſer forth in their petitions, they are burgeſſes 
ſons, it is only an inducement, but it did not conclude 
their right: and about a year and an half ſince, out 
of eleven, who offered to be made burgeſſes, one 
only was admitted; and the eonſequence of admit- 
ting this claim of burgeſſes ſons, and the huſbands 
of their daughters, would be, five hundred, or a 
thouſand burgeſſes more than now; and the town- 
clerk would get an hundred pounds by it. 

That the committee then reſolved, - 

1. That the ſons of burgeſſes of this borough, 
and thoſe who marry RENO IE 
nemme of chis bo- 
rough. 

The next point conſidered was, ahiches chaps 
tions of ub F % Uniming, oughs*2o- be 

The counſel for Mr. Gower. inſiſted, they ought. 
to be Þ ligned. 


ing them z nor a petition rejected, for net 
ſo ſigned. But the penioner's coun grad het 
laying order inthe Ledger: hook, fol. 216, ann 4663, 
* That no petition be preſented at any time of meer 
ing, or read, but ſuch as are drawn by the. town, 
*© clerk, or hisdeputy, or town clexx's allowance, and 
« chat Mr. Bailiff, for the time being, be made ac. 


quainted therewith, before they be read publickly, 
— 


14 the be he fabled meer he 
hands.“ Rut Mr. Smallman ſaid, he did 

ber this order, and the practice was —— yet 
he hae 3 AE. den ue 
who come into the Chamber, do lere (9 den 
orders made, or to be made. 

Mr, Brown, who had been. burgely eight. years, 
and two others of the Chamber, faid, they knew 
ſeveral admitted upon petitions not ſigned. 

Mr, Richard Brown, who owned himſelf no mem- 
ö laid, they were generally not 
ign 

And Mr. Thomas Savery ſaid, he had preſented 
petitions to the Chamber that were not ſigned. 

Richard Brown junior, who had drawn ſame few 
petitions for the town-clerk, ſaid, he had known 
ſome petitions put into the Chamber not ſigned, 

Sir Charles Lloyd ſaid, he was complimented. by 
the Chamber, and made burgels, e n 
any petition. + 
For Mr. Gower, was colled 

Richard Cole; who ſaid, he was preſent, 0 
the order was made for ſigning petitions; and it 
was always diſcourſed, and obſerved as a ſtanding 
order; and if the Chamber diſcovered there was 
not an hand, or a mark to any petition, to be 
made a burgeſs, or for a leaſe, it was rejected: 
that the Chamber were ſwarn to obey orders; and 
Sir Edward Leighton was an honorary burgeſs, 
and no fees were taken of perſons of quality: that 
the corporation never granted burgeſs-ſhips of right. 

Mr. Carver ſaid, he had known petitions rejected 
for not being ſigned ; but ſome have been admit- 
ed, that have been verified to be by the parties 
conſent ; but has known petitions of all forts re- 


Price ſaid, in his time, perſons always put their 
name or mark to petitions : that he had not ſeen 
the order, but had heard it talk of. 

Carver and Pierce ſaid, Mr. Smallman, the 

town-clerk, had threatened to ſue them for drawing 
petitions to the Chamber, and told Pierce there was 
an order for it. 

Mr. Pierce, who is of the chamber, kid, that he 
heard the matter of ſigning petitions talked of in the 
Chamber, and chat if they were not ſigned they ought 
to be rejected; and the town- clexk was preſent; that 
he knew none received, but what were ſigned, becauſc 
the corporation had a great deal of land, and would 
not be impoſed on as to the perſon ; and that the 
two Browns kept an outward office, and are not ad- 
mitted into the chamber, 

Kettleby ſaid, the town-clerk's ſon told him, his 


AX remem- 


{on muſt ſign a blank paper, for a petition to be 


wrote over; be having not time then to write a pe- 
tition, in order to his being made a burgeſs: and the 
town-clerk. agreed he could not be admitted, unleſs 
he ſigned a petition. | 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

2, Thatevery perſon, having a right to be made 
a burgeſs of this borough, ought not to demand 
ſuch his right by petition, ſigned by the petitioner, 


accord- 


Sagen erte eee green ee en 


green erg. reo geren e. 


FIS 
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—— the by-law made in 1663, and not 


wr theſe reſolutions, the counſel for the peti- 
tioner proceeded to make out his caſe: and, as to 


the right of thoſe that the petitioner inſiſted ought 


to be polled ; 

The: town-clerk ſaid, that Thomas Farmer, 
Waldron, Lewis, and Sheppard, have ſeverally mar- 
ried burgeſſes daughters ; and had petitioned to be 
made burgeſſes, once or oftner, before; that Wil- 


liam Harding, John Symonds, Thomas Dymock, 


Luke York, Walter Houghton; William Pierce, 
Samuel Reynolds, William Woodhall, Richard Cole, 
William Vernoll, Thomas Edwards, John Taylor, 
Samuel Short, and Charles Woodhall, were ſons of 
burgeſſes ; and had ſeverally, once or more, petiti- 
oned to be made burgeſſes; but of theſe, William 
Peirce and Samuel Reynolds were under ages when 
they petitioned. 

That, as to demanding the poll, Smallman and 
others ſaid, that in court, after all the fworn-bur- 
geſſes were polled, and before the caſting up of the 
poll, Mr. Newport delivered in a lift of ſeveral, 
whom he demanded to be polled, which paper was 
put into Mr. Smallman's hands; who called Farmer, 
and he yoted; but on calling the next, there was a 
great noiſe and diſturbance; Mr. Pierce and others 
leaping on the table, by which he was hindered 
from going on; that the low-bailiff was for polling 
them, but the high-bailiff was not; that Mr. New- 
port inſiſted on their right; and ſaid, if it could not 
be allowed there, he would juſtify it in another place, 
or to that effect. And Peach ſaid, there were 
then in the hall, ready to poll for Mr. Newport, 
againſt Mr, Gower, Walter Houghton, Samuel 
Reynolds, John Taylor, Luke York, Thomas 


man, whoſe name is ſubſcribed to the petition 
againſt Mr. Gower, ſign the petition. 

The counſel for Mr. Gower inſiſted, there had 
been undue practice in obtaining hands to the pe- 
then, the inhabitants againſt Mr. Gower : and 

Mr. Herbert and Mr. Pierce i ; who ſaid, Ellis 
Beddo, William Beddo, J oſeph Lane, Henry Shep- 
pard, Peter Crow, Francis Webb, William Wood. 
all, Richard Thomas, Richard Cole, John Simonds, 
and Luke York, being of the number of thoſe who 


363 


had petitioned againſt Mr. Gower, had ſigned a 


paper, which was read diſtinctly to them, before 
they ſigned it; which paper, being read, appeared 
to the committee to be the petition offered to the 
houſe ; by which petition they ſay, That Mr. Small- 
man and Mr. Savery, about fourteen weeks after 
the election, did ſend for, and perſuade the petitio- 
ners to ſet their hands to ane or more papers, in in 

order to make themſelves burgeſſes of this borough 
and deny they had heard the petition preſented 
to the houſe, read to them, or the contents there- 

of told them: and deny they offered to poll, 
and were refuſed; and re 
and had votes, they would have voted for Mr. 

Gower, and not the petitioner : and Richard Cole, 
and all thereſt, denied, they ſigned any petition againſt 
Mr. Gower ; but had ſigned a paper, which they were 
told, would makes them burgeſſes; and if they had 
ſigned any petition againſt Mr. Gower, they were 
impoſed on in it, by Mr. Smallman and Mr. Savery ; 
and ſaid if they had a right, they would have been for 
Mr. Gower, and not Mr. Newport : that Hough- 
ton, and ſome others, ſaid the ſame, as thoſe who 
ſigned the paper: and Watkins ſaid, he would not 
ſign the —— becauſe Mr. Smallman would ruin 


Lewis, Henry Sheppard, Thomas Dymock, John him. 


Symonds, Richard Cole, William Vernall, John 
Edwards, Samuel Short, Robert Waldrond, Wil- 
liam Peirce, William Woodhall, and Charles Wood- 
That he was employed to look after theſe men, 
who demanded to poll aloud together, ſo that they 
might be heard by the bailiff; and Mr. Vernal en- 
deavoured to bring them up to the bar, but was 
hindered by one Whitney. 

Mr. Vernall faid, Mr. Newport, ſome time be- 
fore the election, ſpoke to him and Mr. Savery, 
and another, to engage ſuch as had a right to be 
made burgeſſes; and accordingly he ſpoke to ſeve- 
ral, ſome at a diſtance from the town, to the num- 
ber of 20 or 303 and, the night before the election, 
he made two liſts of them, one whereof he gave 
to Mr. Newport, and the other to Mr. Smallman ; 
amongſt whom were Thomas Farmer, Robert Wal- 
drond, William Harding, John Simonds, Humphrey 
Blich, Thomas Edwards, William Vernall, Luke 
York, Thomas Dymock, and Thomas Lewis, who 
told him, they had a ſingle vote for Mr. Newport ; 
and when Mr, Farmer was called, they preſſed to 
the bar, but were hindered by Mr. Whitney and 
Hatton Hughes; which Whitney pulled back Blyth, 
and truck him with his elbow, and took him by 
the collar: that he cannot ſay, they demanded to 
poll, but he talked with them in court; and the 
paper was delivered to the town-clerk, after the poll 
was caſt up. 

Savery ſaid, that there were preſent (beſides thoſe 
named) in the court-hall, Walter Houghton, Sa- 
muel Sharpe, John Taylor, and Peter Grove, who 
AQ and had petitioned ; and he faw every 


known, though he deſired it: 


Wigley ſaid, he was ten miles from Ludlow at 
the time of the election: and being ſhewn the pe- 
tition againſt Mr. Gower, he owned his name; but 
ſaid, it was not read to him; and Mr. Smallman 
and Mr. Savery deſired him to put his hand to it, 
as to a paper that would make him a free burgeſs 
at the next election. 

Pierce ſaid, he took the poll for Mr. Gower, 
and the burgeſſes were called over by Mr. Small- 
man by a liſt; and they were polled in the places 
where they were in the hall: that Farmer ſpoke for 
none but himſelf, as he heard; and claimed, as 
marrying Acton's daughter, who was disfranchiſed 
in 1662, which appeared by the Ledger; but whe- 
ther the daughter was then born, he could not ſay: 
that he ſaw Mr. Newport offer a liſt to Mr. Small- 
man, as perſons to be polled; but Mr. Newport 
and Mr. Smallman would not let the names be 
that he went on the 
table, with his hat off, to compare the poll; and 
there was no noiſe, but the people crying, A 
Herbert and Gower :” that he believes, Farmer 
might demand to be polled, but after the poll was 
caft up; and declared that none but Farmer demand- 
ed it; nor did any of the perſons inſiſted on by Mr. 
Newport, in the hall, though he was in a place, 
where he could ſee all over the hall; and the town- 
clerk declared it a fair election. 

Mr. Baldwyn ſaid, he was there upon the bench; 
that Mr. Smaliman called over all that he was ſatisfied 
had right, viz. the ſworn burgeſſes, by a liſt; the 
copy whereof he had given to Mr. Herbert and 
Mr. Gower, the night before; and that the poll 
was carried on and ended quietly: that he could 


not 
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vot ſay, whether Farter offered tö poll or not, but 
Mr. Smallmam did not call him: that Mr. Pierce 
went on the table, and cofripated the books; and 
told Mr. Smallman, Mr. Gower had carried it by 
ſeven, and Mr. Smallman agreed- to, the number; 
that he thought the paper was given by Mr. New- 
port to Mr: Stnallman, after the numbers were caſt 
up; that while the clerks were correcting the poll, 
there was no pretence that apy others were to poll, 
nor did he obſerve any more than common talk; 

and though one of the bailiffs voted for Mr. Gower, 
yet they were both in Mr. Newporr's intereſt; that 
upon the whole, he thought the election fair; and 
the bailiffs came to him two hours after, and were 
concerned that Mr. Newport loſt it. 1 907 


For the petitioner, in regard to ſigning che peti- | 
tion, John Brown junior, who delivered in three 


Petitions; and faid, they were fubſcribed by the par 
ties, and read to them; and by thoſe petitions, Cole, 
Woodhouſe, and Symonck, ſevetally complain, That 

they were impoſed on in ſigning the ſecond peti- 
tion; they being told, it was only to ſhew they were 
not called to vote at the laſt election, Gr A he 
firſt petition was not read to them. © veil 

Upon the whole, the committee edfolved; 

3. That William Gower, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve? in this preſent rene for this 
borough. 

The firſt and 88808 queſtions, being read twice, 
were agreed to by the houſe; but the third was 
diſagreed to: and reſolved, 

That Thomas Newport, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to rde! in 1 Peet parliament for this 
borough. © © 
Jan. 3, 1701. 41 petition of William Gower, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes to ſerve i in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, Sir Thomas Powis, Francis Herbert, eſ- 
quire, and the petitioner, were candidates; but Mr. 
Herbert, and his agents, by illegal practices, and 
by corrupting and bribing the qualified voters, did 
thereby procure himſelf to be returned with Sir 
Thomas Powis, in prejudice of the n, and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 

privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

June 8, 1713. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for the electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, in the room of Sir 
Thomas Powis, knight, made” one of the juſtices 


of the King's-Beneh 
March 29, 1715. A petition of Afton Baldwyn, 
eſquire, was ad, ſhewing, that the petitioner, to- 
gether with Francis Herbert and Humphrey Wal- 
cott, eſquires, were candidates at the laſt election 
for this borough : the petitioner was duly choſen 
by a majority of unbribed votes, and others, duly , 
qualified to vote at the ſaid election; and therefore 
the petitioner ought to have been returned to re- 
Preſent the faid borough : but by bribery, and o- 
ther illegal practices of the faid Mr. Herbett and 
| Walcott, and agents, the faid Mr. Herbert and 
Mr. Walcott are returned for the ſaid borough 
wrong to the petitioner : and praying &c. w 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the mutter 
thereof, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Feb. 1. Ordered leave be P. to withdraw the 
faid petition, 
May 10, 1520. Ordered à Warrant for a new writ 
for the electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 


writ. 


parliament for this borough, in the room of Sit 
Nr NID knight, made Attorney-General, 


ME REGTS.” 


3071 » 23 17 1+ 


"HIS is a very antient borough in ar 
of Dorſet ; being ſo made by King Edward 
the firſt, as will appear by his charter in the Ap- 
ndix. The town was in Jitter 
d the 
capital bu 
are juſtices. It has returned b 
ever ſince 23 Ed. I.; and the | 


ſſes to patliament 


in theſe words, Pro duobus burgenſibus eligindis de 
„ burgo de” Lyme, vitecomts Yttornavit* bree regis 
* balkiuis ejuſdem ville qui babent vetorna brevium, at 
e nullum fecerunt executionem.” I meet with no 
other memoirs relating to its elections or — 
tatives till ſince the Reformation; L ve one 
theſe following occur. 79128 503 q r: 

Nov. 5; 1605. Sir Soren” one” of the 
burgeſſes for this borough, brifgeth in a certificate 
of the ſickneſs of the gout of one John Haſſard, 
the other burgeſs, and deſireth "ro have him di 
charged. 
A committee to conſider of this, and of the 
granting of writs by the Lord Chancellor my 
the time of prorogation. | 

gth. Sit George Moore reports for. 7 

Lyme Regis: The burgeſs Haſſard not able to 
ſerve, by reaſon of the | 9 oe came = ee 
walked in fear only— 
Reſolved, That he ſhould ſerve fill. Queſtion 
whether Haſſard ſhall ſtand and ſerve Ned. 
He ſhall not be remove. 

Feb. g, 1609. A petition from this borough, 


touching beg MS: offered by 89 


ferys. 
14th. Sir George Moor e from the com- 
mittee—Haſlard, KAT r Pr amen new 


May 21, 1689. Colonel Birch bed from the 


committee of privileges and elections, the matter 


upon a petition of Sir William Drake, knight and 
baronet, againſt John N i; mr touching 
the election of this borough. 

The counſel for the inſiſted,. that the 
Tight of election was in the mayor, burgeſſes, 
and freemen at large; and that Lyme” Regis was 
made a borough in the twelſth of Edward the 
firſt; and at the ſame time a'corporativif; fo the 
dorporation was co-evous with the borough : and 
delivered in a copy of a grant—12 Ed. I. uod villa 
de Lyme in comitatu Dorſ. de cætero liber bugus fit, et 
guad bomines ejuſdem ville Ant liberi burgenſes; ita 
quod babeant Gildam mercatoriam. 12 Ed. VI. ſub 
Hille majoris. 30 Eliz. mayor and burgeſſes elected 
Return, under the ſeal of the mayor and burgeſſes. 
1 and 2 Philip and Mary, mayor and burgeſſes elected 
under the common - ſeal. 16 Car. I. Major, per 
majorem purtem capitalium et aliorum liberorum bur- 
'genfium, eligit ſub figillo majoris. 13 Car. II. Mejo- 
rem cum aſſenſu refiduorum burgenfium liberorum homi- 
num ville predifie ſub communi fgillo. 31, 32 
Car. II. mayor and burgeſſes, with the conſent of 


the whole mind, elected under the hands of the 


mayor and burgeſſes, and common-ſeal. Upon 
the poll, there were for Sir William Drake 29, 
with himſelf for Mr. Burridge 30, with himſelf: 


n of the 29. who were for 
c 


1 


days, incorporated; | 
corporation conſiſts of a mayor,” andTixteen : Wil, 
3; two of which, with che mayor, Not. 423 


iliffs "made the re- Ib 45 
turriing officers the 3th year of chat reign, as ap- 
Pears by the ſheriff of Dorſet's returm of his writ, 


3 „ „ „% „ 


2882 ow 
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lis. 
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and it was 


the petitioner, there were five foreign freemen, viz. 
Alford, Brags, Fry, Floyer, and Henvill : and 
they called Gregory Alford; who ſaid, he was 
mayor. in 1663, and then came the act for regula- 
tions; and then he called in Sir John Strode, Colo- 
nel Biſhop, and others to his aſſiſtance, and they 
gave their voices; and have always ſince, voted in 
the common-council for mayors and other officers. 

That Sir John Strode and Mr. Biſhop were out- 
burgeſſes, as were the five named; that they have been 
at elections for parliament- men; and, as he remem- 
bers, voted, particularly at the election of the Lord 
Clarendon : That ſeveral frecholders have claimed, 
but were never admitted, nor returned: That he 
believed, particularly when Mr. Burridge was mayor, 
the freeholders were rejected; and he made a return 
by the mayor, burgeſſes and freemen : That the 
freemen of this borough are free of many tolls at 
Briſtol, and enjoy ſeveral privileges there ; but fo- 
reigners take not the ſame oath with the others.— 
That it appeared, the charter had been ſurrendered : 

agreed, thoſe acts done under the new 

charter to be void; and thereupon the counſel for 
the petitioner produced the ſurrender of the charter, 
October 20, 1684 : and called 

Bragg; who ſaid, that T. Pitts, Fitz Gerrard, 
and Robert Fowler, who polled for Mr. Burridge, 
were made free under the new charter ; and James 
Pitts, another of Mr. Burridge's voters, was a free- 
man by the old charter, but disfranchiſed for ſome 
misdemeanor, and reſtored by the new charter. He 
was disfranchiſed in a full corporation, for bringing 
in ſeveral things contrary to his oath : that Caſe and 
Spragg are both freemen, but live out of town; 
one ſix, and the other two miles. | 
For Mr. Burridge, it was inſiſted, the right was 


in all freemen of this borough, being inhabitants 
and freeholders of the ſame ; and the counſel for the 


petitioner granted, if the freeholders had right, 
Mr. Burridge was elected. 

They then produced returns, 1 Eliz. mayor, bur- 
geſſes and inhabitants, elected under the ſeal of the 
mayor and burgeſſes; 1 Mary — mayor, burgeſſes, with 
inhabitants, elected under the common-ſeal ; and 
13 Car. produced by the petitioner. Davis ſaid, he 
had known Lyme from a child; and freeholders 
had voted, particularly Bragg, Trickey, Short, and 
Mr. Mincent, at Mr. Henley's and Sir John Shaw's 
election; but neither freeholders or freemen out of 
the town were ever admitted. Mr. Short was called, 
but excepted to, as a witneſs, being a freeholder 
but afterwards allowed, as to the right of foreign 


| Freemenz and ſaid, he never knew any honorary 


freemen demand to vote, till this election. 

Brayholt ſaid, he had known ſeveral elections of 
Mr. Henley and others, and freemen and freeholders 
voted ; that Mr. Henley made ſeveral on purpoſe; 
that be knew, no any outlying freemen had a 
vote. 

Tytherly ſaid, he had been a freeman twenty 
years, and knew ſome freeholders claim to vote 
but they uſed to cry, up with them. 

James Pitts ſaid, he knew Spragg, and that he had 
an houſe in town, and paid to the poor's rate ; that 
Caſe traded as a merchant in the town, but, his 
mother-in-law dying, he was gone to take poſſeſ- 
ſion of the eſtate ; that Thomas Pitts was made free 
by the new charter, and it being faid he was no 
freeman, he came to the corporation, and deſired 
to have his fine, or be re-admitted ; and the cor- 
poration told him, there was no wed; he was a 
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Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 


That John Burridge, eſquire, is. not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 


this borough. | 
That Sir William Drake, knight and baronet, is 


duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough : but the Grit reſolution | 


being twice read, was diſagreed to by the houſe. 
Jan. 6, 1701. A petition of Richard Hallet, eſ- 
quire; ſhewing, that at the election for burgeſſes, 


to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 


John Burridge, Joſ. Paice, eſquires, and the petitioner, 
were candidates; and that the right of election is in 
the mayor, capital burgeſſes, freemen and freeholders, 
inhabiting within this borough : that, a few days 
before the election, Nathanael Gundry, eſquire, 
mayor of the ſaid borough, declared he would ad- 
mit the freeholders to vote; yet, finding ſeveral to 
come, intending to vote for the petitioner, he 
refuſed to let them vote, and declared Mr. Bur- 
ridge and Mr. Paice duly elected; although the pe- 
titioner would have had a majority of legal voters 
from Mr. Paice, if the mayor would have ſuffered 
them to poll; and he ought to have returned the 
petitioner inſtead of Mr. Paice : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 


Nov. 26, 1708. A petition of Henry Healey, eſ- 


quire, was read ſhewing, that at the laſt election 


of burgeſſes to ſerve i in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, the petitioner was duly elected one of the 
burgeſſes; notwithſtanding which, the mayor hath 
returned Thomas Freke and John Burridge, eſquires, 
as burgeſſes, to the petitioner's great prejudice: and 
praying &c. Alſo 

Apetition of ſeveral capital burgeſſes, freemen, and 


freeholders, inhabitants within this borough, in be- 


half of themſelves and others, was read; ſhewing, 
that the petitioners having a right to vote for elect- 
ing burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid bo- 
rough, did, at the laſt election, appear and demanded 
to poll for Henry Henley, eſquire; and that the 
votes of the petitioners, and other the electors, 
who voted for the ſaid Mr. Henley, made a 
great majority for him; but the mayor of the ſaid 
borough refuſed to poll ſeveral of the petitioners 
who were freeholders, inhabitants therein, and hath 
returned Thomas Freke and John Burridge, eſquires, 
in violation of the petitioners rights : and prey- 
ing &c. 

Ordered the ſaid petitions be heard at the bar of 
the houſe, on the nineteenth of March next. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of William Smith, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
Henry Holt Henley, John Burridge, Thomas Pariſh, 
eſquires, and the petitioner, were candidates; that 
Robert Burridge eſquire, mayor, returned the ſaid 
Mr. Henley and Mr. Burridge as burgeſſes for the 
ſaid borough; and the petitioner apprehends the 
ſaid John Burridge was not qualified in reſpect of 
eſtate, according to the laws made for that purpoſe : 
that many perſons were admitted by the ſaid mayor, 
to poll for the ſaid John Burridge,who had no right 
ſo todo; and... . . many perſons who had a right, 
and offered to poll for the petitioner ; by which un- 
Juſt proceedings of the ſaid mayor, and by divers 
other illegal practices, the ſaid John Burridge is re- 
turned in prejudice to the petitioner ; and pray- 
ing &c. 


5 A Ordered, 
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Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
pri d elections, to examine the matter 
i report the flame, with their opi- 


'A 
"Apa read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members to ſerve in, parliament for this bor 
Henry Holt Henley,” John Burridge Junior, 
liam Smith, 
didates : that Robert Burridge, eſquire, mayor of 
— ay proceeded to the election without 

ng regul notice thereof ; and the ſaid Mr. 
Burge and Mr. Smith, by divers illegal practices, 
ptocured ſeveral perſons to vote for them, who 
had no right; and the mayor refuſed to poll ſeveral 
perſons who had good right to vote, and offered to 
poll, for the petitioner : 1 the ſaid Mr. Burridg 
prevailed with the mayor, to return him one of 1 
members of the ſaid borough, although the faid 
Mr. Burridge, at ſuch return, was not duly qualified 
according to law: and praying &c. 

Ordered, 'that it be referred to the committee of made 
privileges and elections, to examine and report che 


matter thereof, with their opinion. 


A 
within the ſaid borough, was read; ſhewi 
the 


petition of ſeveral freeholders, inhabitants 
, that 
petitioners did offer their votes at the ſaid e etion 


for Thomas Pariſh of London, merchant ; but Ro- 


bert Burridge, eſquire, mayor of the ſaid borough, 
refuſed their votes, notwithſtanding they have been 
allowed to vote in former elections; in manifeſt 
violation of the petitioners Nghs: and praying 
& c. 
Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
and elections to examine the matter thereof, 
and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 
March 2. Ordered leave be given to Mr. Pariſh 


to withdraw his petition. 


Jan. 20, 1723. A petition of William Smith, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the 24th of March 
1721, came on the election of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
this parliament for this borough, and Henry Holt 
Henley, eſquire, John Burridge, Thomas Pariſh, 
eſquires, and the petitioner, were candidates : that 
Robert Burridge, mayor of the ſaid borough, and 
father of the ſaid John Burridge, hath returned him 
and Mr. Henley as burgeſſes duly elected for the 


ſaid borough, oh the petitioner apprehends Mr. 


Burridge is not qualified in "eſtate to ſerve, and 
inſiſts on it; and many were admitted by the mayor 
to poll for the faid John Burridge, who had no 
right to vote; and many who had a ight, were 
not ſuffered to vote for the petitioner; who, had he 
not been guilty of ſuch partial proceedings, ſho uld, 
with Mr. Henley, have had à majority of ia 
votes of the ſaid John Burridge, and ought to 
have been returned inſtead of Hil: and Pray” 
ing &c. 


_ Ordered, that it be referred to the nal 2 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
of, and report ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 23. A petition of William Smith, eſ- 
quire, was read, in ſubſtance the ſame with the laſt 
petition. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine 'and report 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 


Jan. 27. Ordered leave be given to withdraw * 
ſaid petition. 


on of Thomas Pariſh of London, mer- 


res, and the pericibner were cah-" 


executiones ecorum. 


privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
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ſic 

HIS borou NS unity of fir 
Norfolk. rated [ou Aſh ro. ſic 

year of King yall, 19 1204. . fummoned t 75 ex 
ſend members to ne 1 in - 266 10 55 ae . 

but in that year, and the 28th an Zoth of the 7 fes hi 


reign, the ſheriff of Norfolk returns, Bal 
Hundredo de Frethebrigh dt bominibus ns 
michi reſpo ndet.—But did return from the 6th of 
Edward fi II. The names of the reſentatives were 
indorſed on the county writ : but in the "15th of 
that reign, the ſheriff makes this ſpecial return, Er Ibid. 183 


reſponſ. pr. pro burgenſ. prædi L ville de Lenn 
Epi. * "ts en de Welle ſeneſcallus libertat. 


pred. ville de Lemm Epi: qui haber retorna brevium et 


A. 


To the ſame effect was the return in the ſixteenth Ibid. 183 
year of that King; but in the ſecond of Henry V. tia 275 
I find an indenture between the ſheriff and ſteward | 
K the liberty; whereby ĩt appears, the election was 

in pu purſuance of the ſheriff's precept (which ſee 
in the \ppendix). But after this, I find, the mayor 
returns, and not the ſteward ; for i in the ſeventh of 
Edward IV. the return was, major et communi- Brady pi. 
tas eligerunt Henricum Birming bam et Wi lielmum Pil. 
ton burgenſes ville foe burgs Len: and ſo in the 
12th of the ſame reign ; but in the 17th jt was major 
et burgenſes pro ſe, et communitate eligerunt, &c. from 
which time to this, I apprehend, they have been 
conſtantly repreſented; though I find few memoirs 
of any complaint concerning its elections until ſince 
the Reſtoration. The matters relating to its elec- 
tions, and repreſentatives, which affect che choice, 
in the Journals, are theſe. 

May 3, 1675. A petition of Simon Taylor, 
merchant of this borough, complaining of undue 
practices in the electing a member to ſerve for this 
place. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


matter, with their opinion. 

Jan. 23, 1709. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for elefting a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Robert Walpole, eſquire, made treaſurer 
of the navy, 

Dec. 21, 1711. The commiſſioners of the pub- 
lic accompts, hy their report (an extract of which 
ſee in the Appendix) having charged Robert Wal- 
pole, eſquire, with ſome facts, in regard to the con- 

tract for forage for the troops in North-Britain, made 
by him, whilſt ſecretary at war. 

'Or the ſaid report be taken i into conſidera- 
tion, on Thurſday the 17th of January next. 

Ordered, the depoſitions, mentioned in the re- 


port, be laid before the ns wh 

22d. Mr. Shippen, from the iſoners for to 
ſtating d the 15 accompts, bark le Boe ſaid 15 bi 
poſitions; viz 1 2 M | 
* Montgomery, eral * the 
f money taken by 8 Faupole, Sr, Sir of | 
David Dalrymple, and others,” on 8 nt of con- 


tracts for foragin the troops in Britain (See 

the Finals 4 Captain e 's de- 
ition, felating thereto. ' (See alſo 705 ppendix.) 
Ordered, that the clerk doe carefi fully Ke: the ſaid 

depoſitions, and not let any perſon haye 1 * out 


; of his cu and that he do deliyer copies thereof | 
Ray of th members he hou, that ſhall deſire DE 
17 17. Lockhart acquainted the houſe, ap 


from the Gil deen that Mr. Walpole bad 
a 


laſt Monday brought Mr. Man to the ſaid commil- 


ſoners, with an andavit ready prepared; and de- 
fired he might be ſworn to it: 


examined him themſelves, and took his anſwer in 
writing : and that the commiſſioners had directed 
him to preſent to the houſe.—A depoſition of Mr. 
Robert Man, proving, that he is agent to Robert 
Walpole, eſquire, and that he has received ſeveral 
ſums of money, upon account of two contracts for 
foraging the troops in North- Britain; and alſo the 
depoſition of the ſaid Mr. Robert Man. And he 
preſented the fame accordingly ; (which ſee in the 


Appendix) and the titles of the ſaid depoſitions 
were read. 


Then the order of the day for taking into conſi- 
deration the ſaid report, was read, and the houſe 
proceeded to take into conſideration that part 
* relating to the contracts for forage in 
North-Britain; and the ſame was again read; 
and then the ſaid ſeveral depoſitions of Mr. Ro- 
bert Man were read. And then Mr. Montgo- 
mery was called in and examined, and the two notes 
mentioned in the ſaid report (which ſee in the Ap- 
pendix) and ſeveral receipts for money, paid by Mr. 
Montgomery to Mr. Man, were alſo read (ſee the 
Appendix:) and then Mr. Montgomery withdrew. 
Mr. Walpole was heard in his place, after which 
a debate aroſe in the houſe ; whether Mr. Walpole 
ſhould withdraw, before a queſtion ſtated, or any 
debate had, of the matter relating to him, —Where- 
upon, the Journal relating to Lord Falkland, in 
the year 1693, and alſo the Journal relating to Mr. 
Ridge, in the year 1710, were read: whereupon, 
Mr. Walpole withdrew before any debate was had, 
or any queſtion propoſed, touching the matter re- 
lating to him. After which, a motion was made, 
and the queſtion being, propoſed, that Robert Wal- 
pole, eſquire, a member of this houſe, in receiving 
the ſum of five hundred guineas, and in taking of 
a note for five hundred pounds more, on account 
of two contracts for forage of her Majeſty's troops 
quartered in North-Britain, made by him when ſe- 
cretary at war, purſuant to a power granted to him 
by the late Lord Treaſurer, is guilty of a high 
breach of truſt, and notorious corruption. 
An amendment was propoſed to be made 
to. the queſtion, by leaving out the words, and 


40 notorious corruption: which being diſagreed 


to, it was reſolved, 

That Robert Walpole, eſquire, a member of this 
houſe, in receiving the ſum of five hundred guineas, 
and in taking of a note for 500 pounds more, on 
account of two contracts for forage of her Majeſty's 
troops, quartered in North-Britain, made by. him 
when ſecretary at war, purſuant to a power granted 
to him by the late Lord Treaſurer, is guilty of a 
hi h breach of truſt, and notorious corruption. 

eſolved, that the ſaid Robert Walpole be, for 
the ſaid offence, committed priſoner to the Tower 
of Landon, during the pleaſüre of the houſe. * 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Robert Walpole be, for 
the ſajd offence, expelled this houſe. | 

23d. Ordered, that the Speaker do iſſue his 
1 for Ne a ward to ſerve in this pre- 


8 * of this oe, was read; ſhewing, 
that on Monday, the 11th of February laſt, being 
appointed for chuſing a member, to ſcrve in parlia- 
ment for this borough in the room of Robert Wal- 
pole, efquire, expelled this houſe, Samuel Taylor, 


and that the commiſ- 
fioners did ſwear him to the ſame ; and afterwards 
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eſquire, was elected their burgeſs; but John Bagg, 
preſent mayor of the ſaid borough, refuſed to return 
the ſaid Samuel Taylor, though required ſo to do; 


and returned the ſaid Robert Walpole, though ex- 


pelled this houſe, and then a priſoner in the Tower: 
and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report it, with their opinion. 


25th. Ordered, that the ſaid committee be diſ- 


charged from proceeding upon the petition of 
the freemen and free burgeſſes of this borough, 
complaining of the return of Robert Walpole, 
eſquire, as a burgeſs, to ſerye in this preſent 
parliament, for the ſaid borough, notwithſtanding 
the reſolution of the houſe relating to him; and 
that Samuel Taylor, eſquire, was duly elected: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that the houſe do conſider the ſaid peti- 
tion on Thurſday ſeven- night. 
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Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do then 


attend, with the return for the ſaid borough. 

March 6. The houſe proceeded to take into con- 
ſideration the matter of the ſaid petition: and it 
was moved to call in the counſel; but diſagreed 
to. | 

Then the writ for electing a burgeſs for the ſaid 
borough, in the room of Robert Walpole, eſquire, 
expelled this houſe ; and alſo the ſheriff of Norfolk's 


precept thereupon z and the indenture of return be- 


tween the ſaid ſheriff, mayor, and burgeſſes of the 
ſaid borough, were read. 

And then reſolved, that Robert Walpole, eſquire, 
having been this ſeſſion of parliament committed a 
priſoner to the Tower of London, and expelled this 
houſe, for an high breach of truſt in the execution 
of his office, and notorious corruption, when ſecre- 
tary at war, was, and is incapable of being elected 
a member to ſerve in this preſent parliament. 

Reſolved, that Samuel Taylor, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerye in this preſent par- 
liament, for the ſaid borough. 

Reſolved, that the late election for a burgeſs, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid borough, 
is a void election. 

Ordered, that the Speaker do iſſue his warrant 
to the clerk of the Crown, to make out a new writ 
for the electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 


parliament for this borough, in the room of Robert 


Walpole, eſquire; who is adjudged to be incapable 
of being elected a member to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament ; and the election for the ſaid borough 
declared void. 

March 29, 1712. A complaint * made to 
the houſe; that, although a warrant for a new 
writ was ordered, on the 6th inſtant, to iſſue a war- 
rant for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough; and that the war- 
rant iſſued the next day; and a writ ſoon alter ſeal- 
ed, and delivered to Mr. Briſcoe, the meſſenger at- 
tending the great ſeal ; yet that the precept for the 
election was not brought to the borough the 26th 
inſtant ; in prejudice of the ſaid borough, and right 
of elections. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Briſcoe do attend this 
houſe on Monday morning, to give an account 
what is become of the ſaid writ. 

31ſt. The houſe being acquainted, that Mr. Briſ- 
coe, the meſſenger attending the great ſeal, attend- 
ed according to order, he was called; and at the bar, 
examined what was become of the writ for electing 


a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. He 


= 
anos OO Oy 


368 


Willis 


1749. 28. 


The Boroughs of LYNN Rrols and Ma1DsTONE. 


He acquainted the houſe, that the writ was ſealed 


the 10th inſtant; and that, upon the recommenda - 


tion of ſome gentlemen, who- ſaid, they knew one 
Mr. Cremer, . an attorney of that country, to be a 
very honeſt man, and a man of buſineſs, who was 
going down, he delivered the writ to him-on the 
12th; who promiſed to deliver the ſame to the 
ſheriff on the -17th, and that it was not intended 


to be delivered ſooner, to avoid the confuſion of 


having the aſſizes and the election together: that 
Mr. Cremer had acquainted him by a letter, that 
he was to enquire for the high-ſheriff at Norwich, 
but that he was gone into Cambridgeſhire; and that 
the .under-ſheriff was gone into Suffolk. He con- 
feſſed, that Mr. Cremer was not the ſheriff's depu- 

ty, and that he did not take a receipt from him for 
the writ, as he deth not from thoſe he intruſts to 
deliver writs to ſheriffs, who are to take receipts. 
themſelves from the ſheriffs. And, Mr. Briſcoe 
being withdrawn, the firſt ſection of the act of the 
73th and Sth of his late Majeſty, for the further 


regulating elections of members to ſerve in parlia- 


ment ; and for the preventing irregular proceedings 
of ſheriffs and other officers, in the electing and 
returning ſuch members, were read; and alſo that 


part of the Journal of the 2d of December 1704, as 


related to Mr. Briſcoe in another caſe. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Robert Briſcoe, having re- 
ceived the writ for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this borough ; and having 
not delivered the ſame to the proper officer; is 


guilty of a neglect of his duty, in prejudice of the 


ſaid borough, and of the right of elections. 

Ordered, that Mr. Briſcoe be, for the ſaid of- 
fence, taken into. the cuſtody of the W at 
arms, attending this houſe. 

Oct. 20, 1715. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough, in the room of the right 
honourable Robert Walpole, eſquire, made firſt 
commiſſioner of the Treafury, and Chancellor and 
Under-treaſurer of the Exchequer. 

June 10, 1720. Ordered a warrant for a new 


writ for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 


parliament for-this borough, in the room of the 
right honourable Robert Walpole, eſquire, made 
paymaſter of the forces. 

June 10, Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for 


electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 


ment for this borough, in the room of Sir Charles 
Turner, W made a commiſſioner of the trea- 
ſi 


April 3. . Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough,. in the room of 
the right honourable Robert - Walpole, eſquire, 
made firſt commiſſioner for executing the office of 
Treaſurer of the Exchequer, and of Chancellor and 
Under-treaſurer of the Exchequer. 

May 17, 1723. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, in the room of the 
right honourable Robert Walpole, ap made 
principal Secretary of State. 


3 


1 borough is in the county of Kent. It 
was incorporated by King Edward VI. and 
made a mayor town, and imprivileged to ſend 
members to parliament : but loſt this again on ac- 
count of Wyat's rebellion, and regained it in the 


ſecond of Queen Elizabeth, as Dr. Willis writes. 
The memoirs relating to matters of election, I have 
met with, are theſe. 

March 21, 1552. It is ordered, that. Mr. Re- 
corder and Mr. Serjeant Morgan, ſhall peruſe the 
charter of this borough, whether they may have 
burgeſſes in this houſe; and in the mean time, the 
burgeſſes there to be abſent out of the houſe, till 
it be fully ordered. 

Jan. 5, 1701. A petition of Thomas Col 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that, at the election of 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough, Sir Rob. Marſham, Tho. Bliſſe, eſq; 
and the petitioner were candidates; and upon caft- 

ing up the poll, Sir Robert Marſham had 306 
votes, Mr. Bliſſe 339, and the petitioner 337; 
but Mr. Bliſſe, and his friends and agents, did, af- 
ter the teſte of the writ, ſeveral times treat and 
bribe the electors, and in a tumultuous manner, 
with trumpets and horſemen, rode about the town, 
and broke' open the doors 'and windows of ſome, 
and threatned and attempted to fire the houſes of 
others of the electors, who had declared in favour 
of the petitioner ; whereby they were terrified from 
voting for him; and divers, that voted for Mr. 
Bliſſe, received alms, or lived in alms-houſes, and 
were unqualified to vote; fo that the petitioner had 
the majority of legal voters, and ought io have 
been returned inſtead of Mr, Bliſſe: and praying 
&c. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion' put, to 


hear it at the bar; and diſagreed to. And then 


' Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter and to 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid committee, 
that they do hear the ſame on this day fortnight. 

20th. Ordexed, that they do hear the matter of 
the ſaid petition on Thurſday next in the after- 
noon. | 

31ſt. Ordered to be reported on this day ſeven- 
night. 

Feb. 8. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported from the 
ſaid committee the matter, as it appeared unto them, 
That upon the poll there were 

For Mr. Bliſſe, 3 39- 
For Mr. Colepepper, 337. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
freemen, not receiving alms or charity. 

But the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, they ſhould 
take off eight, as almſmen, from Mr. Bliſſe's poll. 

And Barwick, and others, ſaid, that Pollard and 
Woodgate received alms ; 

That Sabb ſaid, that Clapper had two ſhillings 
and ſix-pence weekly, ever ſince Eaſter ; but is 
beadle; and he could not ſay whether he had ir 
as beadle, or as a lame man; that the other two 
beadles have two ſhillings and ſix pence weekly ; and 
Clapper has no other pay as beadle. 

Barwick and Sabb ſaid, Downs had weekly re- 
lief out of the extraordinaries, ever ſince Chriſtmas; 
and Robinſon lives in a town alms-houſe, being 
allowed only houſe-rent ; that Woodfield, Banks, 
and George Jeffreys, live in ſome alms-houſes given 
by Sir John Banks; and the latter was relieved the 
laſt year, before he went into the houſe, but doth 
not receive any now; and Woodfield is a ſmith, 
and carries on his trade. 

That there had been ſeveral in praftices uſed by 
Mr. Bliſſe: and called Wright, who ſaid, when 
Woodfield was brought to poll, and ſaid, he would 

have 
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have been for the petitioner, but had orders to be 
for Mr. Bliſs. l 

Ravenhill ſaid, being at Marſhall's, who keeps 
the Crown and Sceptre in this town, Mr. Bliſs 
came and drank, and going away defired to pay 
his reckoning, and pulled out a guinea; which 
Marſhall took up, and told the ſcores ; and ſaid, 
there was ſixteen ſhillings to pay, and five ſhillings 
and fix-pence to come in, which they drank, and 
afterwards their own two-pence each : he believed, 
there were ten preſent, whereof he named four, 
who” voted for Mr. Bliſs; but faid, he voted for 


the petitioner ; that he could not ſay, Mr. Bliſs 


- aſked any of their votes; but at the ſame time gave 
his wife ten ſhillings for her brother, to pay an old 
debt. | 
Jeffreys owned, he had the ten ſhillings, which 
Mr. Bliſs owed him ten years, and had formerly re- 
fuſed to pay; and ſpoke much to the ſame effect, 
as to what happened at Marſhall's. 


Webb ſaid, he kept a publick houſe; that Cap- 


tain Bliſs came, and brought one Varnill with him, 
and called for a mug of ale, and drank with ſome 
others; that Mr. Bliſs aſked his vote, but he did 
not promiſe ; whereupon Mr. Bliſs threw down 
three ſhillings, and went away. Webb ſaid, all the 
company, but himſelf, voted for Mr. Bliſs; but he 
voted for the petitioner. ; 

Collins and Dawſon ſaid, they, and five others, 
on the 14th of November, were treated by Mr. 
- Bliſs ; who ſaid, he did not aſk their votes, but 
hoped they would be for him: one of them worked 
in his hop-garden, and five of them voted for him. 

Hodges ſaid, Mr. Bliſs came to a public houſe, 
where he and ſome of his neighbours were, and ſaid, 
he hoped, none were there but friends, and threw 
down ſomething ; and the landlord ſaid, the reck- 
- oning was paid; but could not tell, whether more 
than fix-pence : and Hodges ſaid, he voted for the 
petitioner. 

Poſton ſaid, he voted for Sir Robert Marſham 
and Mr. Colepepper ; and was, on the Saturday be- 
fore the election, at the Chequer, with twenty others, 
drinking Mr. Bliſs* health, and they had twenty 
pots of flip at leaſt: he was alſo at the Three 
Tuns, after the writs were out, and before the elec- 
tion, where they drank as much beer and brandy, 
as they pleaſed, and no money aſked, for Mr. 
Bliſs furniſhes both houſes. © Poſton ſaid, Mr. Bliſs 
was not at either meeting; nor was there any talk 
of voting; nor did Mr. Bliſs invite any body. 

Hill faid, Johnſon ſollicited votes for Mr. Bliſs, 
and offered him a bottle of wine, and ſaid, if that 
would not do, he would give him ten ſhillings ; and 
the day before the election, there were, at the 
Chequer, beer, brandy, oyſters, bread, and cheeſe; 
that he paid nothing, and Mr. Bliſs threw down 
_one, ſhilling, and ſerves the houſe with drink. 

White ſaid, he was at the Tuns, as mentioned 
by Porter, where were about twenty others ; he ſaw 
no one pay, but Mr. Bliſs was not preſent : that he 
-voted for the petitioner ; for which Hooker, the 
maſter, was angry, becauſe he had drunk at Mr, 
Blifs* coſt, 

Boreman ſaid, he was at the Green Dragon, 
where were two freemen, and Captain Bliſs came in, 
and aſked the landlord's vote, but was refuſed; 
and Mr. Bliſs called for a pot, and left one ſhilling , 
which they drank out. | | 

King ſaid, he was one of thoſe, who ear at the 
,Chequer, and paid nothing; that Mr. Bliſs aſked 
his vote, and promiſed him work; and whiſpered 


him, that he would give him a piece of money. 

Congrell ſaid, he was at Pearce's houſe a day 
or two before the election, and eat about three 
mouthfuls of victuals; that he voted for Mr. Bliſs, 
and after the election Pearce gave him two ſhillings, 

Eaſton ſaid, he was no freeman; but four or five 
days before the election, he was at Badger's, where 
were about ſix, who drank to the value of one ſhil- 
ling ; that he ſaw Mr. Bliſs give Ryder ſomething, 
which he thinks was the reckoning ; that he did 
not pay ; that there were alſo about twenty freemen 
treated at the Windmill, and Mr. Bliſs was there, 
and aſked the gentlemen, how they did, and ſaid 
they were welcome. | 

Coachman ſaid, a day or two before the election, 


about twelve were at the Chequer, where they had 


a dinner, and what they would drink; and the 
landlord, who voted for Mr. Bliſs, faid, it was his 
treat. He ſaid, there was no diſcourſe about votes; 
and he voted for Mr. Colepepper. 

Suſan Fletcher ſaid, Mr. Bliſs deſired her huſ- 
band's vote, and ſaid he was a leading vote; and 
told her, if they did not chuſe him, they had as 
good take a rope and hang him; and if ſhe wanted 
five or ten pounds, ſhe ſhould have it. | 

Mortimer ſaid, Mr. Bliſs gave his wife ſix-pence, 
to treat two collar makers; and deſired him to make 
ſome of them people for him ; but he could nor. 

Cavel faid, one called him to the Chequer ; and 
he was deſired to be for Mr. Bliſs; and told, he 
ſhould come into Mr. Bliſs' houſe : afterwards Mr. 
Bliſs aſked his vote, but he voted for the petitioner. 

Wright ſaid, upon the talk of diſſolving the par- 
liament, Mr. Bliſs told him, he had no children, 
and ſhould remember his friends; and not comply- 
ing with his requeſt, Mr. Bliſs told him, he might 
have reaſon to repent it; 

That, on the 18th or 19th of November, ſome 
link boys broke his windows; and on the 
20th, between eight and nine, there was a tu- 
mult of about twenty perſons got together, with 
a trumpet and a drum before them, who broke his 
windows, and frightened his wife into fits; and Moor, 


Mr. Bliſs' brewer, and one Mills, another of Mr. 


Bliſs' ſervants, were with them. 

Mrs. Wattle ſaid, ſhe could ſay nothing as to the 
election; but ſaid, Mr. Bliſs came to deſire her in- 
tereſt ; upon which Mrs, Wattle faid, ſhe told 


him, the King did not like him, and ſhe deſired to 


pleaſe the King; and Mr. Bliſs replied, © An ufurper ! 
and Kings would be arbitrary; and he could not 
go out of his houſe, without being ready to 
tumble upon a ceſs-book ;” that ſhe made affida- 
vit of this matter, and a tumultuous rabble the ſame 
day broke her windows. 

The committce examined into the circumſtances 
of this matter ; and ſhe gave an account, how ſhe 
made two affidavits of it; the latter being to ſupply 
the defect of time not mentioned in the firſt ; but it 
being not ſtrictly to the matter, it was only men- 
tioned in general. 

For Mr. Bliſs, the counſel inſiſted, that there 
were more who received alms, who voted for the peti- 
tioner, than for Mr. Bliſs; and they would clear him 
from ill practices, and prove ſuch on the petitioner z 
And called Marſhall ; who ſaid, the guinea, ſaid to 
be paid at his houſe, was given him as promiſed, 
when he took the houſe of Mr. Bliſs for houle- 
warming; that at the time ſpoken of, there were 
ſeveral at his houſe, ſome not freemen; and fom- 
went away without paying : he denied any money Was 
ſpent on the election; but Mr. Bliſs told him, it he 
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drew any drink on that account, he would endanger 
his election. 

And Wallis and Mills proved, Mr. Bliſs did 
promiſe Marſhall ſomewhat towards houſekeep- 
ing. Mills ſaid, he was ſent to ſeveral of the pub- them. 
lic houſes, to forbid their treating on Mr. Bliſs ac- 
count: and Moor ſaid the ſame. 

To diſqualify the petitioner's voters, Colliſon 
ſaid, Farringdon received alms of the pariſh ; as did 
Corford three or four times; but not weekly, nor 
within half a year paſt : Howard received half an 
year ſince, being in priſon ; and bis wiſe had weekly 
pay the year before: that Gregſon was dumb; but 
it was owned, he bought and fold : that Baptiſt 


To prove bribery e Heley ſaid, be be came to Lon- 
don ſome time before the election, and got the 
names of ten freemen, and came back to this 
town : r- to London 
again, and Mr. Colepepper bid him get "thee free- 
men down, and uſe his own means : that Mr. Cole- 
pepper drew a bill on Lord Colepepper, and igno- 
rantly gave the ſaid ten freemen in London, from 
ten to twenty-five ſhillings each, to bring them 
down; but ſome of them voted for Mr. Bliſs. 

Copſtick, who lived in Southwark, ſaid, he had 

of Heley twenty-four or twenty-five ſhillings; and 
Symonds, another of them, ſaid, he had twenty 
ſhillings, and voted for Mr. Colepepper ; but ſhould 
elſe haye voted for Mr. Bliſs. 
Lieder faid, Mr. Colepepper laid down a guinea 
to drink at the Caſtle, and he, and other freemen, 
drank of it; and Mr. Colepepper deſired their votes, 
but he voted for Mr. Bliſs. 

William Ward ſaid, the petitioner gave ten ſhil- 
lings to Comber, to be expended amongſt the frre 


men, four or five days before the election; and alſo 


ten ſhillings to Henry Ward, for the ſame pur- 
pole. 

Thomas Symonds ſaid, the petitioner, about ten 
days before the election, gave him five ſhillings to 
expend amongſt the people; and Catlin told him, 
the petitioner gave him twenty ſhillings for his vote: 
Symonds voted for Mr. Bliſs. 

George Ward ſaid, Mr. Colepepper put into his 
hands, at ſeveral times, two guineas for the free- 
men : and told him, if he would vote for him, the 
ſaid Ward ſhould get twenty pounds per year by 
his trade; and if he was turned out of his houſe, 
he ſhould live in an houſe of the petitioner's. 

As to the libels and reflections by the petitioner ; 
Wowſden produced a printed paper, which he ſaid 
was brought to his houſe by an unknown perſon, 
and brought to him by his man : and Mr. Taylor 
ſaid, the letter was Mr. Thomas Colepepper's hand : 
and the printed paper was read; and is called, 
A letter to the freeholders and freemen of Eng- 
land.” 

Thacker ſaid, he was ſent by Mr. Thomas Cole- 
pepper to Dr. Smith for ſome papers; and he 
brought away with him about five quires, and gave 
the ſame to his maſter; and the next day, ſeveral 


, - freemen, that came to his maſter, when they came 


away, brought down papers with them ; and one of 
theſe being produced, it appeared to be the ſame 
paper received by Mr, Wowſden, with Mr. Cole- 
pepper's letter. 

And ſaid further, that on the 16th of November, 
Dr. Smith, Mr. Thomas Colepepper, and others, 
dined at Sir Thomas Colepepper's : and one faid, 


Mr. Howe had delivered an addreſs to the King, 
and the King had received it with a particular fa- 
vour : Dr. Smith ſaid, it was a d—fh lie, and the 
2 any thing but they muſt outlic 


He alſo gave an account of ſome diſcourſe at 
Mr. Colepepper's, relating to what the petitioner 
ſaid to Mrs. Wattle ; and that it was at firſt re- 
ported, Mrs. Wattle would deny it: after, he heard 
ſhe would do any thing to ferve Mr. 
but would not take away Mr. Bliſs' life ; and that. 
talking of this matter, one ſaid, if Mr. Bliſs would 
have given up, ſhe would not have ſwore it; 
and Mr. Colepepper ſaid fo ; and there were ſe- 
wary other circumſtances, not pertinent to the e- 

ion. 

Swinnock ſaid, that Francis Brook deſired of Dr. 
Smith, to be kind to his neighbours : and Dr. 
Smith, ſaid, the tumultuous proceedings were a great 
matter in the petition ; and they muſt make a riot 
of it, or Mr. Colepepper: would Jole * in the 
houſe. 

Wylet ſaid, that Thacker, when he lived with 
Sir Robert Guildford, pretended to be a papiſt, and 
went not to church. 

The committee reſolved, 

That Thomas Bliſſe, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 

Thar Thomas Colepepper, eſquire, hath heen 
guilcy of corrupt, ſcandalous, and indirect prac- 
tices, in endeavouring to procure himſelf to be 
elected a burgeſs to ro in d t parliament 
for this borough. 

The firſt reſolution, being twice read, was agreed 
to by the houle, 

The ſecond reſolution, betnp tend & Entds ale, 
a printed libel ( ſent in a letter by the ſaid Mr. Cole- 
pepper, mentioned in the ſaid report, intitled, * A 
letter to the frecholders and freemen of — ) 
was read ; and an amendment was propoſed, by 
adding theſe words after eſquite, who was one 
of the inſtruments in promoting and preſenting 
the ſcandalous, inſolent, and ſeditious petition, 
called the Kentiſh petitian, to the laſt houſe of 


* commons;” and the ſame was, upon the queſti- 


On, agreed to. And 

Reſolved, that the houſe do agree with the com- 
mittee in the ſaid reſolution ſo amended, That 
Thomas Colepepper, eſquire, who was one of the 
inſtruments in promoting and preſenting the ſcan- 
dalous, inſolent, and ſeditious petition, called the 
Kentiſh petition, to the laſt houſe of commons, 
hath been guilty of corrupt, ſcandalous, and in- 
direct practices, in endeavouring to procure himſelf 
to be elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this 

Reſolved, that the aſperſing the laft houſe of 
commons, or any member thereof, with receiving 
French money, or being in the intereſt of France, 
was a ſcandalous, villainous, and groundleſs reflec- 
tion, tending to ſedition, and to create a miſun- 
derſtanding between the King and his people. 

Reſolved, that Thomas Colepepper, efquire, is 
guilty of promoting the ſaid ſcandalous, villainous, 
and groundlefs reflection upon the faid houſe of 
commons. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Thomas Colepepper, eſ- 
quire, be, for his faid offence, committed to his 


Ma 's gaol of Newgate. 
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Ordered, that his Majeſty's Attorney - general do 
proſecute the ſaid Thomas Colepepper for the ſaid 
crimes. 

Oct. 24, 1702. A petition of Sir Thomas Twiſ- 
den, baronet, and Thomas Bliſs, eſquize, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioners, and Sir Robert Mar- 
ſham and Sir Thomas Roberts, were candidates at 
the late election of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent 

iament for this borough ; and the petitioners 
were duly elected, and ought to have been return- 
ed ; though the other candidates, and alſo the may- 
or, jurats, and ſeveral freemen of this borough, 
did, by bribes and unlawful practices, procure di- 
vers electors to vote for Sir Robert Marſham and 
Sir Thomas Roberts, who have procured themſelves 
to be returned: , ...... and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Dec. 4. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Tueſday next, 

8th. Mr. Bromley, according to order, reported, 
from the ſaid committee, the matter as it appeared 
VIZ. 

That the right of election was not conteſted ; but 
agreed to be in the freemen of this borough, not 
receiving alms. The poll was, for Sir Robert 
Marſham 410—Sir Thomas Roberts 348—Mr. 
Bliſs 293—Sir Thomas Twiſden 131. But the pe- 
titioners counſel inſiſted, that Sir Robert Marſham 
and Sir Thomas Roberts gained many voters by 
bribery and corruption : and called 

Hoad ; who ſaid, he lived at Canterbury: that 
Springate aſked his vote for Sir Robert Marſham 
and Sir Thomas Roberts, and ſpent a crown to 
treat him there: Ely alſo treated him for the peti- 
tioners, in order to know what he could ſay againſt 

Mr. Bliſs ; that Fletcher gave him five ſhillings, to 
be for the ſitting · members; but owned, he voted 
againſt them, and when the money was given, ſaid, 
he was for them,—Hill proved him to be a man 
of no reputation, and a thief, &c. 

Woodhouſe ſaid, Fletcher gave him five ſhillings 
at Canterbury, to vote for the ſitting- members; 
and treated him often : he owned, he promiſed, but 

Robert Smith ſaid, he lived at Canterbury ; and 
Fletcher aſked his vote for the ſitting-members, and 
paid him five ſhillings for horſe-hire. He ſaid, the 
next day after he voted, Mr. John Smith gave him 
ten ſhillings for loſs of time. 

_— Smith ſaid, James Smith told him, the 
night before the election, he had been bribed, and 


if he would keep off, he ſhould have the ſame; 


and that Robert Salmon deſired his vote for the 
ſitting-members, and promiſed him thirty ſhillings ; 
but he voted for Mr. Bliſs. 

Robert Smith ſaid, Field ſaid, he would not vote, 
unleſs he had a debt of fourteen ſhillings paid by 
Sir Robert Marſham ; which was done : and Cow- 
per ſaid, unleſs Mr. Bliſs would give him thirty 
{hillings, he would poll for the ſitting- members, for 
he could have it there. But Mr. John Smith, be- 
ing examined, ſaid, he gave the ſaid Robert Smith 
the ten ſhillings, purely out of charity, having 
known him twenty-five years; which Robert Smith 
denied 


Coney ſaid, Walter Harris gave Auſtin ten ſhil- 
lings, to vote for Sir Robert Marſham and Sir 
Thomas Roberts. 


| Gatton ſaid, Cowper told him, he would not be 
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for Mr. Bliſs, unleſs he would give him thirty 
ſhillings ; for the others would give it: and Wood, 
one of the jurats, kept his mare two months, for 
voting for the ſitting- members. 

Bell ſaid, Barrett treated him and Hodge with 
half a crown; aſking if they were for the ſitting- 
members. But Mulgrave ſaid, he was preſent, and 
ſaw no money given; which he ſhould have done, 
had it been ſo. 

Green of Weſtminſter ſaid, Maſters and Geff 
gave him a guinea each; and alſo, as he went, ten 
ſhillings more; as others alſo had at Billingſgate, to 
vote for the ſitting- members. 

Mary Allen ſaid, that Willard told her, he would 
not go to Maiditone for Mr. Bliſs, unleſs he was 
ſatisfied z and at Billingſgate he ſhewed a guinea 
and ten ſhillings, and ſaid he was fatisfied, 

Bell faid, he heard Auſtin promiſe Mr. Bliſs; 
and afterwards was perſuaded by Mr. Weldiſh and Mr. 
Finch, to be for Sir Robert Marſham and Sir Tho. 
mas Roberts, for fear he ſhould loſe his work : and 
Auſtin ſaid, he had four ſhillings of Mr. Finch; 
but did not ſay for what. 

Mrs. Vincent ſaid, Hughes, a journeyman ſhoe- 
maker, came to her houſe, and ſhewed a guinea, 
and offered her a bottle of wine, which he ſaid he 
had of the ſitting· members; and after, ſhewed her 
another guinea, ſaying, all his money was not gone: 
He was ſent for twenty miles, to vote. 

That Mr. Colepepper gave Downs and Robins 
one ſhilling each; and promiſed more another tune, 
if they would be for the knights. 

Hill ſaid, Gervaſe Hely promiſed to get him 
thirty ſhillings a week ; his uſual wages, as a ſmith, 
being but twelve ſhillings. He owned, he aſked 
Hely for a guinea, which he refaſed him. | 

Ward ſaid, Sir Robert Marſham came with others 
to his houſe, and aſked his vote, and gave him 
money to give Pennell and Ward of Rocheſter , viz. 
for each, five ſhillings : but owned, neither of them 
voted for Sir Robert Marſham. But Edward Cut- 
buſh ſaid, Ward was of a bad character, and had 
made a falſe affidavit againſt him. 

Stanley ſaid, that Fletcher ſaid, he had diſpoſed 
of twenty pounds for Mr. Palmer, and got thirty- 
two voters for the ſitting- members. 

Cheeſeman ſaid, that Bromfield aſked his vote 
for the ſitting-members, but promiſed him nothing 
but after the election, gave him five ſhillings for 
charges. 

Maſon ſaid, Greenhill aſked his vote for the ſit- 
ting-members ; and ſaid, he ſhould have thirty or 
forty ſhillings in his pocket. 

Brook ſaid, that Maſſey told him, he deſigned 
to be for Mr. Bliſs ; but was ſo promiſed and threat- 
ned by Mr. Weldiſh and Curtis, two of the jurats, 
that he was forced to be for the ſitting- members. 

Swynyward ſaid, that he declaring himſelf for 
Mr. Biiſs, Mr. Wildiſh threatned to ſtrike him. 

To prove aſperſions thrown on Mr. Bliſs, 

Hammond ſaid, Gervaſe Hely, publickly in the 
ſtreet, ſaid, Captain Bliſs was a Jacobite, and took 
French money. 

Dennis Vincent ſaid, that Gervaſe Hely ſolicited 
votes ſor Sir Robert Marſham and Sir Thomas Ro- 
berts; and came to his houſe ſeveral times, and 
abuſed Mr. Bliſs; and called him rogue and villain: 
But How faid, he was preſent, when Hely aſked 
Woodhouſe for his vote; and Woodhouſe declaring 
for Mr. Bliſs, Hely bid him be ſtedfaſt to him, and 
God bleſs him. 

| They 
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They faid, they had more evidence of this ſort, 
but left it here. 
For the ſfitting-members, was called = 
Hayward; who ſaid, he met Hayes in the ſtreet, 
and aſked his vote for Sir Robert Marſham and Sir 


Thomas Roberts; but he ſaid, he had twenty ſhil- 


lings of Mr. Bliſs to be for him and Sir Thomas 
Twiſden, and wou ould not go from his word. 

Pattiſon ſaid, Mrs. Vincent gave him ten ſhillings 
from Mr. Bliſs, and bid him be true to the Cap- 
tain; and he voted for Mr. Bliſs and Sir Thomas 
Roberts. 

Hope ſaid, Harris aſked votes for Mr. Bliſs, and 
gave a man a guinea on the day before the election- 
day; and ſaid, it was to Mr. Bliſs* uſe ; but did 
not know who the man was. 

Jordan ſaid, Oſborn owed Mr. Bliſs twenty 
pounds ; and Clark, a jurat, and another, told him, 
if he would vote for Mr. Bliſs, he ſhould be abated 
ten pounds; and that Mrs. Bliſs had promiſed the 
ſame. 

Collins faid, Seawell - told him, Mr. Bliſs gave 
him one ſhilling for his vote; and ordered him to 
take up a coat without paying for it. But Seawell 
ſaid, Mr. Bliſs gave him the ſhilling out of charity; 
and Mr. Bliſs ordered him to go to one Manly 
for a coat; which he was to pay for by two ſhillings 
weekly ; and had paid part of the money. 

Baker ſaid, Jeffries told him, he was a good vote 
for Mr. Bliſs; and he would give him five ſhillings 
to vote for him, and threw him down one ſhilling, 
otherwiſe he would ſend him to ſea : but faid, that 
Captain Bliſs, after being _ of it, abuſed Jeffries 
for ufing his name. 

Eleanor Kingſton ſaid, 1 went to Mr. Bliſs, a 
fortnight before the election, to get off paying tax 
for the birth and death of a child; and Mr. Bliſs 
ſaid, he would do it, if her huſband would vote 
for him, and gave her ſix- pence. 

Lane ſaid, Mr. Bliſs aſked his vote, and ſaid, 
if he loſt his work, he would get him work, or al- 
low him ten ſhillings a week, whether he worked 
or not. 


Caning ſaid, he voted for Mr. Bliſs anner and 


The faid reſolutions, —_ twice + read, ver | 
agreed to by the houſe, 

Reſolved, - the late election of ee for the 
ſaid borough, is a void election. 1 
That no new writ do iſſue, during this ſeſſion, 
for the electing burgeſſes for the ſaid borough. 

- Reſolved, that Gervas Hely is guilty of indirect 
and corrupt practices, in order to the procuring 
members to be elected, to ſerve in parliament for 
this borough. . 

That the ſaid Gervas Hely be, for his ſaid offence, 
taken into cuſtody of the m at _— — 
this houſe. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Richard Beale, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner had 
been choſen a member, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough, by a majority of legal 
voters, if Sir Robert Marſham (one of the candi- 
dates) and his agents, had not been guilty of bribe- 
ry and ſeveral other indirect practices; and. therefore 
the petitioner ought to have been returned: and 
praying &c. 

+ Ordered to be referred to the committee of p privi- 
leges and eleCtions, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 


MALDEN. 


7 1 1 18 borough is ſituate within che nn of 
Eſſex. It firſt ſent members to parliament i in 
the ſecond of Edward the third; and was incorporat- Wil 


ed in 1554, as Dr. Willis writes: but Mr. A NF 23, 


dates its firſt returns in the ſeventh of that King, | 
The election ſeems originally to have been in the 


burgeſſes, by what appears in the return, in the Ib. 2:9. 


thirty third of Henry the ſixth ; wherein it is ſet 
forth, that the indentare was inter Humphred. Bobun, 
vic. Eſſex, et Robertum Burgeus, Ricardum King, Jobannem 
Sakeyn, Fohannem King, Thomam Salkin, et Jobannem 
Comyn, teſtatur quod prædictus Robertus Burgeys, et omnes 
cæteri prænominati — de aſſenſu omnium burgenfium ville 
de Maldon—eligerunt (ſee the indenture in the Ap- 
pendix.) I apprehend, it hath ever ſince, as other 
boroughs, returned; and of ſubſequent elections, and 


twice before the election, he gave him two ſhillings matters relating thereto, I meet with theſe memoirs. Pg 
and ſix- pence each time; hs he did not deſire him Feb. 7, 1588. Upon report this day, made by Journal, 
to promiſe, John Butler, eſquire, one of the burgeſſes for this P 49. 


Eaton ſaid, Mr. Bliſs aſked Hill for his vote, and 
gave him three ſhillings and ſix-pence. | 

Alliſon ſaid, Jenkins came to his father, and 
aſked, why he would not draw drink for him as 
well as another, and he would engage to fee him 
paid; and ſeveral of Mr. Bliſs' voters drank there. 

Short ſaid, Maſon put money in Raſell's hands, 
and ſaid © Bliſs only.” 

Jenkins ſaid, he had been troubled about a broad 
arrow on ſome of his iron; and Mr. Bliſs ſaid, if 
he would vote for him, what it coſt him 1 he 
would pay the charge. 

Hereupon, the committee reſolved, 
That Sir Robert Marſham is not duly elected a 


| burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent . for chis 


borough. 

That Sir Thomas Roberts is not duly clefted a a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent grip for this 
borough. 

That Sir Thomas Twiſden, baronet, is not duly 


elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent Parliament 
for this borough. 


That Thomas Bliſs, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, , 
2 


borough, that William Vernon, gentleman, alſo re- 
turned the other burgeſs for the ſame, is ſick, and 
not able to give his attendance in the ſervice of 
the houſe; and likewiſe willing, and deſirous, that 
another be choſen to ſerve in his place: - 

It is ordered, that a warrant from this houſe be 
made to the clerk of the Crown, for chooſing an- 
other burgeſs, in the lieu and ſtead of the ſame 
William Vernon. 

April 27, 1660. Mr. Turner ee from the 
committee, on the double return for this borough, 
That Henry Mildmay, eſquire, is returned by the 
bailiffs, aldermen, and burgeſſes; and Edward 
Harris, eſquire, by the burgeſſes only: and the 
opinion of the committee, that Henry Mildmay, 
eſquire, ought to ſit in the houſe, until the merits 
of the cauſe, touching the ſaid election, is deter- 
mined : whereto the houſe agreed. 

May 14. Mr. Turner reported from the ſaid 
committee, touching the ſaid returns, That, upon 
examination of the fact, the committee are of opi- 
nion, that as to the double returns of Henry Mild- 
may and Edward Harris, eſquires, by ſeveral in- 
dentures, the election is void: whereto the houſe 


March 


Ewe' 
)urnal, 
, 429. 


{March 19, 1678. A petition of John Lamot Ho- 


ney wood, eſquire, was read; complaining of an un- 


due return of Sir John Brampſton, to ſerve in this 


preſent parliament for this borough, in injury of 


the petitioner, who was duly elected, and ought to 
Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. 5 
Dec 1g, 1693. A petition of Richard Hutchin- 
ſon; eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that, on the 11th 
day of November laſt, the high-ſheriff of Eſſex's 
pt was delivered to the bailiffs of this corpo- 
ration, for electing a member to ſerve in the room 
of Sir Thomas Darcy, deceaſed : that the bailiffs, 
in favour of Sir Eliab Harvey, the petitioner's com- 
petitor, delayed the election till the 7th inſtant; 
making ſeveral perſons free, not only ſince the death 


of Sir Thomas Darcy, but ſince the receipt of the 


ſaid precept, on purpoſe that Sir Eliab might carry 
the election; who was: unduly returned, in preju- 
dice of the petitioner's right: and praying &c. 
- - Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 23. A petition of ſeveral of the inhabitants 


and freemen of this town, was read; ſhewing, that 


the ſaid town is a borough by preſcription ; to 
which divers privileges have been added by charter, 


with a power to make by-laws: that, of late years, 


many gentlemen have had honorary freedoms, who 
have outvoted the petitioners, contrary to the intereſt 
of the petitioners, ' and their by- laws: that ſince 
the precept for the laſt election, in the room of Sir 
Thomas Darcy, deceaſed; . ſeveral | freedoms. have 
been given; by which. means, and the great parti- 
ality of the bailiffs, who denied a ſcrutiny of the 
poll, Sir Eliab Harvey has procured himſelf to be 
returned as the petitioners repreſentative; although 
Richard Hutchinſon, _ was duly _ by a 
majority of electors: praying & c. 
2 — referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to etamine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion ; and that they 
hear it at the ſame time they hear the petition of 
Richard Hutchinſon, eſquire. . + 

Jan. 18. Mr, Bowyer reported, from the faid 
committee, the matter touching the ſaid election, 
upon the ſaid petitions; That the plurality of votes 
on the poll, were allowed to be for Sir Eliab Har- 
vey, by thirty-two. But for the petitioners, it was 
inſiſted, 1. That this is a borough by preſcription, 
and had power to make by-laws ; and that, according 
to a by-law made there, that all. freemen ſhould 
pay five pounds, at leaſt ſixty-one of the voters for 
Sir Eliab Harvey were not qualified, having not 
paid the ſaid money: alſo, there were ſome irregu- 


They, as to the firſt, produced Mr. Atwood 
who gave in a copy of an inſpeximus of a charter 
of Hen. II. burgenſibus de Maden: whereby their 
antient liberties, &c. were confirmed. He offered 
an extract of another record; but it was refuſed, 
becauſe an extract b 1 
The ſaid _— Mr. Finch proved, there 


was fuch a by-law, as was alledged, made about 


twenty-three years fince ; and that the ſuxty-one 
their money: but ſaid, ſuch always voted at electi- 
ons of parliament- men. | | 
Mr. "may and Mr, Carr the town-clerk, and 


\ 
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others, ſaid to the ſame purpoſe ; and that the by- law 
was not now to be found; but taken out of the book; 
but by whom, or when, not known. 

Coe ſaid, ten of the voters were admitted to their 
freedom ſince the teſte of the writ; whereof ſeveri 
were fot Sir Eliab Harvey, and three for the peti- 
tioner. | | 

As to miſdemeanors—Atwood faid, they could 
not find the bailiffs on the morning of the election; 
but, meeting with Sir Eliab Harvey, he promiſed to 
give them notice when theywould begin, but did not; 
but they had notice from another : That when the 
petitioner came to the election with his party, they 
cried out, A Hutchinſon,” and were threatned 
by Sir Eliab Harvey, who was there. That an old 
man who was for the petitioner, complained of be- 
ing kicked, without redreſs. That Mr. Atwood 
demanded a ſcrutiny, and was refuſed by the bai- 
liffs, as it would take up too much time. 

Other witneſſes ſaid the ſame. 

Sarah Gower ſaid, Pond, who was for Sir Eliab 
Harvey, gave her two ſhillings for to get her 
huſband's vote for Sir Eliab Harvey : that Mr. 
Brown, one of the bailiffs, offered her ten ſhillings 
before, and ten ſhillings after the poll, for the ſame 
purpoſe ; but did not give her the money; and 
told her alſo, a gentleman, nameleſs, would give 
Jennings her brother, another freeman, a coat and 
a pair of breeches, if ſhe would perſuade him to 
the ſame; but both her huſband and brother voted 
for the petitioner. | 
For Sir Eliab Harvey, it was inſiſted, that he had 
a majority, as was admitted ; that all the bailiffs, al- 
dermen, and common - council, but one, voted for 
him, and moſt of the reſident freemen; that as to 
the by-law, if there was any, it was only relating 
to freemen who were made ſo in order to trade, and 
not honorary freemen; 'who always voted at elec- 
tions for burgeſſes to ſerve in parliamet. 
„This was proved by Sir John Brampton; who 
ſaid, he had known this borough many years, and 
had been high ſteward till turned out by Mr. At- 
wood in King James's time; that he had been at 
many elections for members of parliament ; and 
theſe honorary freemen always voted, and never were 
diſputed, though there have been many controvert- 
ed electic 1 12 ' P . 

Mr. Carr faid the ſame : and he and Mr. Stokes 
ſaid, the election was fairly carried; and the poll 
taken in the uſual method; viz. the bailiffs firſt, then 
the aldermen and common-council, &c.. | 

Upon this, the committee reſolved, that Sir 
Eliab Harvey, knight, is duly elected a burgeſs, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough : 
whereto (it being twice read) the houſe agreed. 

Dec. 23, 1698. A petition of William Fitch, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 


this borough, Sir Eliab Harvey, Irby Montague, 
eſquire, and the petitioner, were candidates; and 


the majority of legal votes were for the petitioner, 
who ought to have been returned one of the bur- 
geſſes for the ſaid borough ; but by illegal and un- 
due practices, the bailiffs were prevailed on to re- 
turn the ſaid Mr. Montague, inſtead of the peti- 
tioner, to his er and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter there- 


of, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 


Nov. 16, 1699. A petition of the ſaid Mr. Fitch, 
the ſame in ſubſtance with the former, was preſented. 
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Ordered it be referred to the committee of pri- 


vileges and elections, to examine the matter chere. | 


of, and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 3, 1704, A petition of Irby Montague, N. 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was a 
candidate at the election of burgeſſts to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this borough ; and the 
major part of the freemen, in whom the right of 
election is, voted for the petitioner; yet the ballifis, 

town-clerk and others, by promiſes, threats and 
other illegal practices, influenced and affrighted ſe- 
veral of the electors from giving their free votes; 
and the bailiffs and town-clerk refuſed to poll thirty 
perſons for the petitioner, ho had a right, and as 
ſuch were called over by the ſaid magiſtrates to give 
their votes; and arbitrarily have returned John Co- 
myns, eſquire, their recorder, as one of their bur- 
geſſes, to the great injury of the petitioner : ond 
praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the 8 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

21ſt. Ordered, the report ee 
next. 

27th. Sir Rowland Gwyn raponted. from the ſaid 
committee, the matter, as it appeared, upon the faid 
petition : that upon the poll, taken by Ae baile, 
the numbers were—for Mr. Comyns 141 —fot Me. 
Montague 129. That the right of election was 
agreed to be in. the freemen, not —— 
charity. 

The petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that ſeveral per- 
ſons, who were freemen, and had a right to vote 
ckeln. and ODE — 


r Mr, Coc 


ſaid, that, in 1699. feveral meighboure wrote de only. 


Mr. Montague, now Lord Halifax, that corn being 
dear, by reaſon of the exportation, there were likely 
to be tumults in the town by the poor people: and 
in November, he waited on his, lordſhip, and told 
him ſo: , whereupon. his lordſhip gave orders to di- 
poſe of wheat to the poorer ſort an Chriltmas-day; 


which he did, and alſo in April. following ; that is 


was given without diſtinction, only in reſpect to the - 
poverty of the perſons. that neither the averſedrs 


or magiſtrates were conſulted, he knowing che por 


people; having been overſeer. The whole quantity 
was tuo loads, delivered out by ane buſhel or two 


buſhels to each. That he could not fay to whom 


he. delivered the wheat, hut ; believed : the wtwle 
twenty-four excepted to, had it not: but none wie 


given after April; 1700. That after the thirty 


had: polled for Mr. Montague, the rown-clerk. aſked 
the bailiffs, whether he ſhoold- inſert. tham im the: 


"ns they refuſed it; add though theſe were 


* 
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not inſerted for the peticainer, ſome ho had it, and 
polled for Mr. Comyns, were iniertod ; and ſeven· 
teen, who had it, did come th poll 2/72 6 
there was no poll, being no diſpute. 

As to other practices, Chadd faid; Mr. 
the bailiff, threatned to take away his licence, be- 
cauſe he would not promiſe: to vote for Mit. Co- 
myns ; but he voted for the petitioner 3 and it has 
not been detnanded, nor is the time for renewing of 
licences yet come. 

- Richmond ſaid, he heard bailiff Taverner ſay 
after the election, if Mr-Contys hed betiGt vom 
he would return him; and if they came to a new 
election, the petitioner ſhould not be choſen x for 
make it ſttong enough to carry whom they pleaſed, - 

Bradley ſaid, ſome were talking with bailiff Ta- 
verner, that the petitioher would be parliament» 
man; and Mr, Taverner ſaid, he ſhould not : he 
knew a trick worth two of that. 

- The counſel for Mr. Comyns- inſiſted, the cara 
was either alms or a b to aſd enente 
they called 

Stace, who ſaid, a een years: Abe eben 
was diſtribute by Coe that he ſaw forty come 
away with it in about four hours time; whachi wheat 


tioner ut this election. That he did not hear Coe 


ſay, why he delivered the wheat ; nor does he know 
what wheat was refuſed to any but he has aſked fe- 


veral, vir. Hubert, Fericas, and Oſborn, who haut 


{ſtience to be for hien : and Oban ud. Mr, Mot 
rague ſent hüt wife n bottle of fack—- . 

* — Pra rmr=nmen reg for the pet 
tioner, had ams of the pariſh. 

To prove ili n 8580 the petitioner, was 


called 


En — has faid, Mr. o eee! deverdl. (as 
the petitioner) on the day ok. the election; 


and Wood and Dilbrook owned, they were treated; 


that nine publick houſes were. hired to treat fot the 
petitioherg the Wedneſday. after the laſt parliarhent 
was diflolved ; and the widow of a freeman's houſe 
was hiced for this purpoſe, upon her brother's en- 
fot the petitioner, who would not have elſe 
eg en now: wee for the N 


— hes at Day's houſe, ken ib 
and Coe came in, and beſpoke a treat that night 


there, for che parliament was diflolyedy and when 


Day ſcrapled to vote for: the petitioner, Coe ſaid, 
they could not treat there, for they would treat 
wich none but hole _ w for 9 
ner. 

— h6bid yeamifek remote for 
Mr. Cotnyns3 but Coe told lum he ſhauld not be 
paid for the. trent at his houſe, unleſs he voted 
ſingly for the petitioner 3 which he thereupon did. 
That Noaks owned, he could not be for Mr. Co- 
myts, .becaaft lie hatl a! treat at his houſe j and Coe 
ng pt tapas: That 


Risk. 


E 
— 


with Stace and Gibſon, aſked him what they faid 
he anſwered, they would have had him own he was 
bribed, but he ſaid, he had no money. 


i Coe, agent to „ Trby M 
been guilty of bribery and gg, 

vouring to procure a 
= —. 42 rliattient for the aid borough. 


fad crime, taken into cuſtody of the ferjeant | 

arms, attending this houſe. | | 
Jan. E Ordered a watrant for a new vrt 

for electing a bu e xbrbeabng ar 

of William Fac, __— 

the lottery. 


1 4. — A e peed 
for this borough, the peticioners, Mr. Serjeant Co- 


F 
majority of legal votes: al 

ee ſeveral perſons to vote 
ſaid Mr. Serjeant Comyns and Mr. Bramſton, 
had no right; and refuſed oh Sap} 
who offered to vote for che petitioners ; and 
r practices were uſed, in 
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by an act of the ninth of the late Q 
the freedom of patliametits, by t 
tlie members to ſit in the houſe 


qualify 


| borough . cotporation, by preſcription; but 


Sir William Jollyffe 128, 

Mr. Tuffnell -— 168. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the freemen not receiving alms. 


The queſtion was, touching the qualification of 
the freemen. 

It was agreed, that perſons were intitled to free- 
dom by birth after their fathers freedom ; or by 
marriage of the daughter of a freeman fo born; or 
ERC NEInT mins. 

And the diſpute 

N freemen by by redemption have a right to 
vote? 

The petitioners counſel inſiſted, this was a bo- 
rough by preſcription ; and that freemen by redemp- 
"To prom. this 4 vote. 


Log by preſcription, were 


2 Hen VI. Te et Ge 
7 Ed. IV. A return, per buygenſes burgi. 
The petitioner alledged, the incorporation began 
ſubſequent to theſe returns, when their name was 


whether it was a corporation by preſcription or not, 
yet that they had, time out of triind, admitted free- 


Jam. 18, 1693. In the then comtoverted dectioh, 
betwern Mr. Hutchinfon and Sir Eliab Hatvey, 
when a copy was of an inſpexinms of a 
charter from Hen. II.  burgiwfibus de Malden where- 


and was high-ſteward thereof, that ho- 
freemen had always voted in elections to par- 
many of which were controvetted, but 
freemen never diſputed; and Mr. Catr, the 
faid the ſame. 
1699. The Journal in the then contro- 
between Mr. Fytch and Mr. Mon- 
when the right of election was agreed to be 
frer· burgeſſes; and perſons werte admitted 
burgefſes upon three ſeveral rights, viz. by being 
the ſon of a . by apprenticeſhip, and by 


Ht 


j 


145 
155 


5 
> 


free- 


election: and 

Juan. 27, 1701. The Journal in the tbeh comntro- 
- vetted de on, between Me. Montague and Mr. 
| | Comyns; 


8 n 


freemen, the town-books. were produced: And ge- 


— 2 - 4 
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che freemen not receiving al or Charity. nn 
To prove the antient uſage of admitting 


venty-five, inſtances were read of admiſſions to free: 
men for Hines, or. gratis, in the , ſeveral reigns o 
Rich. II. Hen. IV. V. and VI. Ed. IV,, Heg. VII. 
Philip and Mary, N 
tioners counſel admitted, there were 1 ene * 
ſame nature in all ſubſequent reigns. 
From whence the ſitting- n 
this he be a corporation by preſcription ; or, that at 
leaſt, they had time out of mind admitted honorary 


| freemen, which wag what they contengled for. 


Mr. Richard Freeman, the towneclerk, : ſaid, that 
honorary freemen had vated in all elections for, ten 
years paſt ; and produced the polls taken in 1693 
and 1695, and another without * where ſeveral, 
honorary freemen voted. e wht 

The committee reſolved, _ . "FTI" 

oy Thar the right of eletion of members to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in ſuch freemen, 
only as do not receive alms, and are e to 
freedom by birth, marriage, or ſervituſe. 

Then the petitioners ares mane inches 
ſitting-members, viz.- 96, as . diſqualified. freemen, 
whoſe admiſſions to freedom ſince 1663, were read 
of which 21 were admitted gratis, 47 by purchaſe, 
and 28 jure bereditaris, as children or apprenticey-to 
freemen admitted gratis, or by purchaſe z. 14, others 
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Bramſto on, on account of of their, bridge 3 and 
before the clection Beckwith 1 0 1 5 Bu 


W that Barter and Chad, 
of the s, ds, they, voted on, account the 


bridge. 
Abraham Chinery ald, chat 1 


n 
crowns, to vote m; 
voted for dem if he had not had Ln | 


1 


3 an . ot 
It was p76 th * ſerjeant Mfc, return 
— Re 


en 7: a PP Coe and Mr. Finn os 0 of | 
5 — declared before the election, ce 
candidates, (the gow. N ſhould prove 
their qualifications z Coe ſaid ſo to both thoſe candi- 
dates in particular; and that Mr. Gibſan, the bailiff, 
took. no notice, of it; but eng on with the poll. 


Mr. Coe ſaid, he the qualification of 
both Mr. Serjeant Comyns and Mr. Bramſton at 
the election before the poll began z that che ſerjeant 


replied, he did not think weng Wied hs give it 
then; that Mr. Mayſant, another voter made the 
fame demand ;, and while they were talking, the 
bailiffſs went on with the poll; but owned the ſer- 
jeant gave him a particular of his qualifications 
during the poll; which being five hundred pounds, 
he ſaid, he thought ſurely the ſerjeant was qualified; 

but that the others inſiſting on his qualification, and 
again demanding the oath, the ſerjeant replied, an 
oath was a weighty things and that he would not take 
» falſe oath forall. che world, mych lefs for that clec- 
tion. 

Mr. Coe ſaid d further, he ſtad til; the poll was over ; 


ey he returned it 
ee houſe the ſerjeant_was to 


iy IT Rye rs deſired” him, 1255 
other — 110 pr Kory of the other 
cangidares, the nom farting 


RY fa and they did 
ek began; but ſaid candidates 
n chat the bailiff went on 
— and juſt as 1 they 
demanded ualification ; Serjeant Comyns 
ö ; and that he 
ould not take a falſe oath For the whole world, 
W Mae da for corporation : but 
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Mr., . before he was dec lated, did take the 


Bs | 
anſwer. to ha" Was alled”* 
Edwards; who ſaid, 1 ihe b 
gc Wong and after à poll was demanded, 
995 eee and ſaid, to the ſitting. members. 
ourqualifications,your qualifications :” 
hich Mr, hc Me to anſwered, he was ready to do 


i yas ſaid, he — 
was 

chewholepolly and before it begun kde. Cos ling 
himſelf to ſerjeant Comyns and Mr. Bramſton, ſaid, 

Gentlemen, yourqualifications, your qualifications.” 
Mr. Bramſton replied, his was ready ; another per- 
ſon ſaid, there was more reaſon to doubt the quali- 
fication of the others: upon which a diſpute ariſing, 
the ſerjeant ſaid, they need not diſpute that; he was 
ready to take the oath when they deſired it; then 
Coe and the others with him ſaid, Go on with the 


poll, and they did fo : that after it was over, Coe 


came into court with a paper in his hand, and ſaid 
they inſiſted only on Mr. Bramſton's taking the 
8 

He alſo ſaid, he heard no demand of the qualifi- 
cation in any other manner then Mr. Coe crying 
oa at the firſt, * Your qualifications, gentlemen, 

your qualifications,” nor did he hear the ſerjeant 
once refuld ig 4 but ſaid, he was ready to take it 
when deſired. 

Mr. Tyrrel ſaid, that when the poll was ended, 
Coe declared they were well ſatisfied with the ſer- 
jeant's qualification; but demanded Mr. Bramſton's, 
which he gave them, and ſaid, he was ready to take 
the oath ; that he did not hear any body require the 
3 nor did he refuſe to take 
it. 

Mr. R. Freeman ſaid, © ung |. e 
the election ; that he had the care of the poll, and 
heard but little of the qualifications; he ſaw ſer- 
jeant Comyns give a particular of his eſtate to Mr. 
Coe, who anſwered, very well, and that he was ve- 
ry well ſatisfied, or to that purpoſe.: that he heard 
no particular demand of the ſerjeant's oath; and 
believes the ſerjeant was gone off the bench when 
Mr. Bramſton was ſworn: that he was preſent all 
the while, and did not hear any thing ſaid to the 
bailiff about the ſerjeant's being ſworn, or any com- 

int for want of it. 

Mr. Thomas Gibſon the bailiff ſaid, that Mr. 
Coe at the beginning of the poll moved for the qua- 
| lifications ; and thereupon ſerjeant Comyns gave him 
a paper: chat Coe after anſwered, he was well ſatiſ- 
fied with the qualification: that the ſerjeant was not 
well, and went off the bench; and after he was 
gone, it was inſiſted on, that he ſhould take the 
oath; but there was no complaint of his not taking 
it; nor did he remember it was inſiſted on, or that 
Sir William Jollyffe ſaid any thing about it, till after 
the ſerjeant was : that Coe was a manager for 
the petitioners, and ſpoke for the reſt ; and was the 
only perſon who ſtarted the queſtion about the qua- 


That in anſwer to the petitioners objections to the 
96, as diſqualified freemen, it was inſifted on, that 
the ſons and ices of honorary freemen had a 


te vote; which was denied by the petitioners 
counſel. | 
The committee reſolved, ä 

2. That ſuch perſons who derive their right to 
freedom from honorary freemen in this borough, have 
not a right to vote in the election of members, to 
ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 

It was then inſiſted on by the Gting-rembers 
counſel, that although ſeyeral of the 96 perſons ob- 
Qed to, had purchaſed their freedom yet, in re- 


right to freedom ; and being admitted, had a right 
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ſpect of their being tradeſmen, and reſident in the 
borough, ſuch freemen had a right of voting: which 
Was the petitioners ; who admitted they 
were by ſuch om intitled to all the privileges of 
the — except that of voting for members 


af parli 


The committee reſolved, 

3. That perſons claiming their freedom by purchaſe, 
and exerciſing trades within this borough, have not 
a right to vote in the election of members to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough. 

Four of the 96 voters for the ſitting · members who 
were objected to, having ſerved the town in parlia- 
ment, it was inſiſted, that was a good qualification. 

The ſitting-members counſel objected to 58 of the 
petitioners voters, diſqualified as being honorary 
freemen, or by redemption, or claiming under ſuch : 
and this appeared by the books. 

The fitting-members counſel inſiſted, that the 
bridge affair was a tranſaction between the corpora- 
tion and Mr. Anthony Bramſton, their high-ſtew- 
ard ; and that the ſitting · members had no concern 
in it. 

They then proceeded to juſtify the fourteen ex- 
cepted to on that head; and read, 

An order in the town-book, dated 13 Fac. 1. 
for rating the inhabitants to repair their bridge; 
and, 

April 21, 1714. A letter from the corporation to 
William Fytch, eſquire, deſiring an act of parlia- 
ment might be obtained for building their bridge, 
by a duty of 12 d. per chaldron on coals, and one- 
peny per quarter on all grain on meal ſhipped off 
there : and 

A petition under the corporation ſeal, intended to 
be preferred to the houſe of commons for that pur- 
poſe : Alſo 

A letter dated Auguſt 30, 1714, from Mr. Coe, 


to Mr. Anthony Bramſton ; taking notice of his be- 


ing that day to ſign writings for the bridge, and of 
Mr. Tufnel's encouragement to be a candidate; and 
propoſing that Mr. Thomas Bramſton, the ſitting- 
member, ſhould decline the election; and Mr. ſer- 
jeant Comyns join with Mr. Tufnel, as a perſon 
who would do more for the town than any one ever 
had done. 

Mr. Coe ſaid, about an year ago, ſome of the al- 
dermen had bought timber for building of the 
bridge; and that Mr, Fytch and Mr. Anthony 
Bramſton undertook it before May 1714. 

Mr. Lawrence ſaid, that in the latter end of May, 
or the beginning of June 1714, he laid in eighty 
pounds worth of timber by order of Mr. Fytch and 
Mr. Anthony Bramſton, for repairing the bridge. 

To prove bribery and corruption on the petition- 
ers part, 

John Bowes was called ; who named eight of the 
petitioners voters; and faid, they were treated at 
Chelmsford, the night before the election; and Mr. 
Tufnell, who was there, left word the reckoning 
was paid and went from thence next morning to 
the elect on: he named ten others treated at Mr. 
Coe's on the election day, and their votes aſked for 
the petitioners ; but ſaid, he did not ſee any reckon- 
ing paid, nor hear any order given by any of the 
candidates for that purpole. 

That Joſeph Sams gave him ſeven ſhillings and 
four pence to take up his freedom, and vote for Mr. 
Tufnell ; which he did accordingly. 

Newbold faid, that Stevens, who appeared for 


the petitioners, and paid the charge at public houſes 
for Mr. Tufnell, declared ſome time before the elec- 
5 D 


tion, 
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in the room of Sir Jahn Comyns, knight, hen 


* 


tion, chat if they would come in with Mr. Tufnell, 


they would lay out money enough to repair the baron of n 1 
bridge; would alſo build ſome alms-houſes; and Mr. be- e 
Tufnell, who was a merchant, _ rake off ſome M A L M 8 BU R Y. 


of their goods. 

Cholmly ſaid, that Mr. Tufnell, a little after 
the Queen's death, and before the articles for build- 
ing the bridge, expreſſed his defire- to ſerve the cor- 
poration ; and ſaid, he would give three hundred 
pounds towards the building of the bridge; and if 
Mr. Serjeant Comyns would add three hundred 
pound more, it was well; if not, he would recom- 
mend a friend who ſhould make it up fix hundred 


1 is a borough within the wn of Wiles, 

which hath returned members to parliament 

from the 26th of Edward I. The members were B. p. R 
elected in the firſt and ſecond of Henry V. in the 218. 
county-court, as appears by the indenture for the 2 1 
county. (See the Appendix.) The memoirs of ſub- the coun. 
ſequent elections, and of members in _ reſpect, 19 Hen. 


have met with, are theſe. 2 F 


pounds; and ſaid the money ſhould be paid in four- 
teen days after his return to parliament. 


Robert Batrum ſaid, that Mr. Leeper gave him 


6s. 6d. to take up his freedom and vote for Mr. 
Tufnell, - and ſix ſhillings more for his expences; 


or, he would have voted for the ſitting-members ; 


and Mr. Leeper gave Thomas Waters ſix ſhillings 
and ſix- pence to take up his freedom, and twenty 
ſhillings more for loſs of time, and expences. 

That upon the whole matter the committee re- 
ſolved, ' 


4th. That John Comyns, ſerjeant at "how, having, 


at the late election of members to ſerve in parlia- 


ment for this borough, wilfully refuſed to take the 


oath of qualification, as is directed by an act of 
pirliament of the ninth year of the late Queen, in- 
titled, An act for ſecuring the freedom of parlia- 


ments, by the farther qualifying the members to ſit 


in the houſe of commons, though duly required fo 


to do; and not having at any time before the meet- 


ing of this parliament taken the ſaid oath ; his election 
is thereby void. 


5th: That Thomas Bramſton, eſquire, is duly 


elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent Pen 
for this borough. | 

6th. That Samuel Tufnell, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

The firſt three reſolutions, being read twice, were 
diſagreed to by the houſe. | 

The fourth refolution being read twice, Mr. Ser- 
jeant Comyns was heard in his place, and the ſaid 
reſolution agreed to by the houſe. 

The other two refolutions were alſo twice read 
and agreed to by the houſe ; and the return ordered 
to be amended. | 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of Henry Parſons, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 


members to ſerve in parliament for this borough, ' 


the petitioner, John Comyns, and Thomas Bram- 
ſton, eſquires, were candidates : the' petitioner had 


a majority of good and rightful pollers, and was 


duly elected and ought to have been returned; but 
by the partiality of the bailiffs of the ſaid borough, 
and by corrupt and illegal means uſed by the ſaid Mr. 
Comyns and Mr. Bramſton . . . and were accord- 


ingly returned; to the great prej adice of the petiti- 


oner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, chat it be reſerred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

Jan. 10, 1723. The petition of Henry Pardon 


eſquire, in ſubſtance the fame. with the former, was 


read. 

Ordered, that it be W to the commits of 
privileges and elections, to examine and epa he 
omg thereof, with their opinion. | 

Jan. 19, 1726. Ordered, a warrant for a e 


for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve for this borough, 
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Jan. 7, 1673. A petition of Thomas Howard, 
eſquire, was read; complaining of an undue return 
made by Edward Browne, alderman and chief officer 
of this town, of Tho. Eſtcourt, eſquire, to ſerve bur- 
geſs for this town in room of Sir _ Poole, ——_ 
ed, in wrong of the petitioner,” as 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the n and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. | 

May 11, 1675. Sir Thomas Meres repored from 
the ſaid committee, the ſtate of the cafe concerning 
this election; and a vote thereupon; viz. 

That Sir Thomas Eſtcourt is well elected, to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament, as a burgeſs for this bo- 
_— whereto the houſe agreed. | 

April 1. 1690. A petition of Craven Howard, 
eſquire, and Sir Thomas Eſtcourt, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that the petitioners were duly elected by eleven 
of the thirteen electors for this borough ; neverthe- 
leſs one Elias Ferrers and the ſheriff have returned- 
Edward Wharton, eſquire, and Sir James Long, 
in prejudice of the petitioners: and praying a day 
to be heard, to make out the right of election. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. | 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Craven Howard. 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that Mr. Michael 
Wicks and Mr. Edward Pauncefort did, by divers 
indirect and corrupt practices of William Adey, an 
officer of this borough, and other their agents, pro- 
cure themſelves to be returned as members, to ſerve 
in this parliament for the ſaid borough, in preju- 
dice of the petitioner's right, who had a majority 
of votes duly qualified: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and vere the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Dec. 14. A petition of Sir Thomas Skipwith, ba- 
ronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the late election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough, Mr. Michael Wicks and Mr. Ed- 
ward Pauncefort did, by divers illegal and corrupt 
practices of William Adey, an officer of the ſaid 
borough, procure themſelves to be returned as mem- 
bers for the ſaid borough, in prejudice to the peti- 
tioner's right: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
rejione the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 22. Ordered, that pthc anne rake 
Monday next. ' 

March 27, 1699. Ordered, that it be made on 
Wedneſday next. 

: 29th. Sir Rowland oe reported; PO the 
committee, the matter touching the ſaid election up- 
on the ſaid petitions. That the poll was— for Mr. 
Wicks 9 — for Mr; Pauncefort, 6 ; — for Mr. 
Hbwas 6 for Sir Thomas Skipwith, 3. 


The 
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The right of election was agreed to be in the al- 
derman, and twelve capital burgeſſes: 

And, one of them being abſent, there v were only 
twelve eleQors, fix of whom with the alderman were 
for Mr. Pauncefort, who had the alderman's caſt- 
ing vote; and Mr. Howard had ſix, without the al- 
derman. 

That Sir Thomas Skipwith a to vacate 
the eleftion for bribery : and for that, his counſel 
alledged they would call ſeveral witneſſes ; viz. 

Edward Brown, one of the burgeſſes who voted 
for Mr. Wicks and Mr. Pauncefort ; and others, 
viz. Thomas Stubbs and James Croone, Richard 
Couch and Robert Young. But the petitioner's 
counſel owning, that the laſt four had given bond 
to Brown, to ſave him harmleſs from any damage 
the ſaid Brown might ſuffer by the diſcovery ; 

And Mr. Martin, a witneſs for Mr. Wicks and 
Mr. Pauncefort, teſtifying, that ſince the diſcovery 
he had made a bond by order of Mr. Stubbs, 
wherein the ſaid four perſons were to be bound to 
the ſaid Brown, to pay him a certain ſum of money, 
but how much he did not remember, for the da- 
mage he might ſuſtain, by reaſon of the diſcovery 
he had made; nor could he remember the condi- 
tion. . : | 

The committee thought them all ſo affected by 
the bond, that they could not be witneſſes ; though 
it was alledged, the bond was given up, and a 
releaſc produced by Brown to the ſaid parties: and 
ſo the counſel for Sir Thomas Skipwith did not 
proceed for their client. 

But Mr. Howard's counſel, beſides the irregula- 
rity of the alderman's voting, did inſiſt upon ſeveral 
illegal and corrupt practices in the ſitting-members 
agents: and it appeared to the committee, that 
Mr. Pauncefort was very little acquainted in the 
borough ; and was not there at the election. 

But Mr. Pauncefort's counſel, in anſwer, called 
Mr. Eſtcourt, Sir Thomas Eſtcourt's brother; who 
ſaid, Sir Thomas had deſigned to have been a candi- 
date; and did not determine not to ſtand, till the 


day before the election; when, being ill, he made 


over his intereſt to Mr. Pauncefort, and deſired Mr. 
Eſtcourt to act accordingly ; which Mr. Eſtcourt 
did, and' went to Joſeph Adey for his letter to Wil- 
liam Adey in favour to Mr. Pauncefort, which he 
had; and upon delivery of it, William Adey pro- 
miſed not to oppoſe the ſaid Mr. Pauncefort. 

That, as to the practices of the ſitting- members 
agents; Hays ſaid, he was preſent when the precept 
was publiſhed for the election; and he thought it 
was not in the uſual manner; for they uſed to be 
ſummoned to the town-hall, to conſider of it, which 
was not now done ; but Mr. Adey, the deputy- 
ſteward, after it was read, adjourned to a tavern, 
or an ale-houſe, where the election was made. 

Woodman ſaid, that John Adey, one of the bur- 
geſſes, ordered him to diſtribute cyder and beer ; 


which he did, to the amount of nine pounds, at 


ſeveral times, before the election, amongſt all the 
burgeſſes; and he told him, they would chooſe ſuch 
parliament-men as ſhould pay for it : and that, af- 
ter the election, William Adey aſked for his bill, 
and offered him five guineas to diſcharge it; which 
he did not take, becauſe it was not his full due : 

but ſaid, he had threatned to ſue both the Rs 


| before they offered to pay him. 


Edward Brown junior ſaid, that, about a week 


| after his father was gone from home, Adey gave 
him ten guineas to go after him and bring him back, 
or help him to the ſpeech of him; and two or three 


days after gave him another guinea ; and told him, 
he had given his father money; and if he could not 
find him, he would void the election: that his fa- 
ther ſhewed him ſax guineas, three at one time, and 
three at another, which he ſaid he had of William 
Adey ; and that William Adey deſired his father to 
vote for two he ſhould name, but did not name 
— and it was ſaid, he knew their names him- 
el 

Pawley ſaid, Adey told him, an hour after the 
election, he had not got much; for gold he faw 
none ; but, however, he would engage, that the 
gentleman, who gave moſt money, ſhould be par- 
liament-man for this borough. 

Hamond faid, that in November laſt, having 
Adey in cuſtody by a warrant from the Chancery, 
proſecuted by Mr. Burnaby, Adey ſaid, Mr. Bur- 
naby was in the wrong, for that the election would 
be made void; and he had as many voices at his 
command, that Mr. Burnaby might have been par- 
liament-man. a 

For Mr. Pauncefort. | 

As to the alderman's vote, they called Huggins ; 
who ſaid, he had been an houſekeeper in Malmſ- 
bury above ſixty years; and ſaid, the alderman, 
upon election of officers of the town, had always 
a caſting vote, in caſe his voice made the numbers 
equal, and has known it twice in the election of 
parliament-men ; but could not name the perſons or 
time. 


Captain Stubbs to ſet aſide the election: that he 
underſtood, it was to have teſtified ſomething, by 
way of promiſes or gifts, by Mr. Pauncefort or 


Mr. Wicks: that he never heard of Mr. Pauncefort, 


till che day of election; and that he was choſen on 
Sir Thomas Eſtcourt's recommendation. 

Bird ſaid, Mr. Wicks did not think of being can- 
didate, till he put him in mind of it; and that 
he went down on Wedneſday before the election; 
and on Thurſday met Huggins, and told him, he 
came to repreſent Mr. Wicks, but that he had not 
ſpoken to any of the burgeſſes: thereupon Mr. 
Huggins went with him to the burgeſles houſes, to 
deſire their votes; but he never went to a publick- 
houſe till the Monday before the election; and then 
there was a letter produced from Lord Wharton, 
wherein he ſaid, he would come down 2nd make 
good his promiſes, 

That, upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Michael Wicks, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That Edward Pauncefort, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. _. 

The firſt of theſe reſolutions, being read ewi ice; 
reſolved, the ſaid report be recommitted. 

Ordered, that the matter, touching the election 
for this borough, be heard by the committee upon 
Friday fortnight, upon the recommitment. 

Ordered, that the bond, mentioned in the re- 
port, given to Edward Brown therein named, be 
produced at the hearing of the ſaid cauſe. 


April 16. Ordered, that the report be made 


on Monday next. 

21ſt. Ordered, that the ſaid report be made on 
Monday next. 

24th. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported, from the 
ſaid committee, a reſolution ; viz. 

That the counſel for the petitioners, declaring 
they cannot produce the bond given to Edward 


Brown, 


John Adey ſaid, he was offered ſixty guineas by 
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Brown, ordered by the houſe to be produced, be 
not admitted to proceed in their eyidence, touching 
the election for this borough : which, being twice 
read, was agreed to by the houſe. 

Nov. 24. The fame petition of Sir Thomas Skip- 
with was preſented, and read ; and a motion made, 
to refer it to the committee of privileges and elec- 
tions, to examine and report the matter, with their 
opinion : but diſagreed to. 

Feb. 13, 1700, The houſe was informed, that 


See Ando. Samuel Shepherd ſenior had been guilty of bribery 


ver. 


at ſeveral corporations, in order to procure mem- 
bers to be elected into this parliament. 

Ordered the matter of the charge to be heard at 
the bar of the houfe on Tueſday three weeks ; and 
the names of the places, where the ſaid Mr. Shep- 
herd was charged, ordered to be put into writ- 


16th. The names being ſo put into writing, it 

that part of the ſaid charge was in rela- 
tion to the election for this borough. 

18th. A petition of Michael Wicks, eſquire, was 
read ; ſhewing, that at the election of members, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
the petitioner, Mr. Pauncefort, and Mr. Samuel 
Shepherd junior, were candidates : that Mr. Shep- 
herd was alſo a candidate for Wotton-Baſſet ; at 
which place great ſums of money were profered, 
and many indirect practices uſed, to get Mr. Shep- 
herd elected; but he, not ſucceeding there, came 
to this borough for that purpoſe, though an ab- 
ſolute ſtranger to both boroughs, and by corrupt 
practices procured himſelf returned, in prejudice to 
the petitioner : and praying &c. | 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 15. The houſe in hearing of 
that part of the charge againſt Mr. Shepherd ſenior, 
touching the election for this borough : and the 
counſel withdrew. - | 

And Mr. Shepherd ſenior was heard in his place, 
and withdrew. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that Sa- 


muel Shepherd ſenior, eſquire, is guilty of procur- 


ing an election of a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, by bribery and cor- 
ruption. 8 | 
Reſolved, that Mr. William Adey is guilty of bri- 
bery and corrupt practices, in procuring an electi- 
on of a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. William Adey be, for 


che ſaid offence, taken into the cuſtody of the ſer- 


| dee Wot- 
ton Baſlet. 


jeant at arms attending the houſe. 

Ordered, that Mr. Shepherd junior do attend in 
his place upon Monday next. | 

17th. Mr. Shepherd junior attending, according 
to order, and the examination, touching the elec- 
tion for Wotton-Baſſet and this borough, being 
read, he expreſſed himſelf to the effect follow- 


ing? | 
That he was ſorry he was fallen under the diſ- 
pleaſure of the houſe : that the houſe had heard the 


ther about it, but ſhould ſubmit himſelf to the 
pleaſure of the houſe z and hoped they would make 
a favourable conſtruction of it: that he had a dou- 
ble affliction upon him; one, in relation to that; and, 


in the next place, that he ſhould deviate from the di- 
rections of his father, when he firſt heard that he was 


at Wotton-Baſſet : and he ſubmitted to the ples- 
» 6 . 2 


| Reſolved, that the petition of ſeveral of the bur- 
geſſes, and inhabitants of this borough is ſcandalous, 


the 
houſe. 
evidence, and he ſhould not trouble them any far- 


9? NOIR on to | 


ſure of the houſe, and hoped he ſhould receive their 


favourable cenfure. 


accomplices, did corruptly treat and contract with 
ſeveral perſons, in order to their being elected mem- 
bers for the ſaid borough in the enſuing parliament , 
and that Sir Charles Hedges, and Edward Paunce- 
fort, eſquire, did, by thoſe and other unlawful 
practices, procure themſelves to be elected members 
for the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 
| Ordered, that the matter of the faid petition be 
heard at the bar of the houſe to-morrow fortnight. 
16th. Ordered, that Daniel Park, and Mr. Gould 
of Dauntſey, ſchoolmaſter, do attend this houſe on 
the 29th day of this inſtant January, upon the 
hearing the matter of the petition touching the 
election for this borough, at the bar of this houſe. 


28th. Ordered, that Daniel Park, eſquire, have 


leave to have counſel to-morrow, upon the hearing 
of the matter touching the election for this bo- 
rough, 
29th. Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do 
attend this day, at the hearing of the matter touch- 
ing the election for this botough, with the return of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough. 
The houſe being informed, that Mr. William 
Adey of this 'town was at the door, with a ſum of 
money and a Bank-bill, given him in order to the 
late election for this borough. —He was called in; 
and, at the bar, delivered into the houſe a bag of 
gold, and a Bank-bill for two hundred pounds, 
which he ſaid he had received from Daniel Park, 
eſquire z and then he withdrew. | 
Then the houſe proceeded (according to order) 
to the hearing of the matter touching the election 
for this borough ; and the counſel were called in, 
and heard ; and witneſſes on both ſides examined; 
and the counſel withdrew. - 
Reſolved, that Sir Charles Hedges, knight, is 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this a 
Reſolved, that Edward Pauncefort, eſquire, is 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. | 


falſe, and vexatious. 

Ordered, that James Croone, one of the ſaid pe- 
titioners, be, for his ſaid offence, taken -into the 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms artending this houſe. 

Ordered, that Edward Sanſum, one other of the ſaid 
petitioners, be, for his ſaid offence, taken into the 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. 

Ordered, that Edward Brown, one other of the 
ſaid petitioners, be, for his ſaid offence, taken into 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this 


Ordered, that John Waite, one other of the ſaid 
petitioners, be, for his ſaid offence, taken into che 
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election for this borough ; and the counſel and wit- 
neſſes, againſt and for Mr. Park, were heard, and 
gr x 

. Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that Da- 
* Park, eſquire, is guilty of notorious bribery 
and corruption, in endeavouring to procure him- 
„ pertlament for 
this borough. - 

- Ordered, that Daniel Park, eſquire, be, for his 
ſaid offence, taken into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant 
at arms attending the houſe. 

Ordered, that Mr. Attorney-general do proſecute 
the ſaid Daniel Park, eſquire, for his ſaid crime. 
Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that 
Gould, ſchoolmaſter, is guilty of corrupt practices, 
in endeavouring to procure m of a bur- 
geſs for the ſaid borough. 

Ordered, that the ſaid * Gould be, for his of- 
fence, taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms at- 
tending this houſe. 

The Earl of Peterborough having been mentioned 
in the evidence given at the bar, in relation to the 
ſaid election; and a debate ariſing in the houſe con- 
cerning his Lordſhip ; and the houſe being inform- 
ed, rein r 
3 

Reſolved, that the Earl of Peterborough be ad- 
mitted to be heard. 

And the door being opened, his Lordſhip came 
in, and came up to the bar, where a chair was ſet 


he came up; whereupon his Lordſhip repoſed himſelf 
a little while, covered; and then ſtood up uncovered; 
and was heard, leaving a letter from one Samuel 
Powell to his Lordſhip ; and then withdrew : which 
letter was read. 

A motion was made to adjourn till Saturday, 
which was diſagreed to: and, n 2{TLE. 2x 
ſtion, it was reſolved, 

That Charles Earl of Peterborough is guilty of 
divers indirect practices, in endeavouring to pro- 
cure Daniel Park, eſquire, to be elected a burgeſs 


ro 

Nov. * 1705. A petition of Edward Pauncefort 
and Thomas Boucher, eſquires, was read ; ſhew- 
ing, that the petitioners, with Henry Mordaunt and 
Thomas Farrington, eſquires, were candidates at the 
laſt election of members to ſerve in parliament for 
this borough : that the ſaid Mr. Mordaunt and Mr. 
Farrington, by themſelves and their agents, did, 
by treats, bribery, and other illegal practices, pro- 
cure ſeveral of the electors to vote for them, who 


by the admiſſion of others, not qualified to vote, have 
procured themſelves to be returned, in wrong to the 
petitioners : and praying &c. | 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter thereof, 

and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of Edward Paunce- 
fort, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt 
election of members to ſerve i in parliament for this 


Thomas Boucher, eſquires, and the petitioner, were 
candidates : that the petitioner and Mr. Boucher 
had a majority of unqueſtionable votes; yet the ſaid 
Mr. Mordaunt and Mr. Farrington, by bribery and 
other illegal practices, prevailed with the alderman 
to return them, contrary to law, and to the petiti- 
oner's manifeſt wrong: and praying &c. 
Ordered to be heard at the bar, on the 25th of 
January next. 
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for him a little within the bar, on the left hand as 


to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 


otherwiſe would have voted for the petitioners; and 


borough, Henry Mordaunt, Thomas Farrington, 


Jan. 12. Ordered, that Mr. Pauncefort h have leave 
to withdraw the ſaid petition. 

June 9, 1915. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of Joſeph - Addiſon, eſquire, made one of the Com- 
miſſioners for Trade and Plantations, 

April 16, 1917. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
2 Joſeph Addiſon, eſquire, made Secretary of 

tate. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of Giles Earle and John 
Fermor, eſquires, was read ſhewing, that at the 
election of members to ſerve i in parliament for this 
borough, the petitioners, and the Lord Hilſbo- 
rough of the kingdom of Ireland, and Sir John 
Ruſhout, were candidates : that the petitioners had 
a majority of legal votes ; notwithſtanding which, 
Jaſmes Tyley, alderman, who is the returning offi- 
cer, in wrong to the petitioner, returned the Lord, 
Hilſborough and Sir John Ruſhout : that the ſaid 
Tyley held ſeveral courts at St. John's, the uſual 


place where the courts are kept, before the election; 


but adjourned the ſame from time to time, till at 
laſt he adjourned the ſame to the Abbey; at which 
Place, though there did not appear ſuch a ſufficient 
number as the charter requires, yet the ſaid Tyley, 
by his warrant, ſent for two antient burgeſſes in cu- 
ſtody; and he, and his pretended court, took upon 
them, in an arbitrary manner, to deprive them of 
the right of burgeſſes, and refuſed their votes for 
the petitioners; and took upon him to admit the 
votes of two others, who were no burgeſſes, in fa- 
vour of the Lord Hilſborough and Sir John Ruſh- 
out: by which illegal proceedings, and by bri- 
bery, and other indirect practices, he has returned the 
Lord Hilſborough and Sir John Ruſhout, to the 
prejudice of the petitioners : and praying &c. 
Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 


vileges and elections, to examine and report the 


matter thereof, with their opinion. 

Dec. 10. Ordered the report to be received on 
Thurſday morning next. - 

13th. Mr. Gybbon reported, from the ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter of the ſaid election, as follows: 

That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
alderman, and twelve capital burgeſſes. 

The poll was, for the ſitting · members, each 3 

for the petitioners, each 5. 

The petitioners alledged, they ſhould add two to 
their poll, viz. Joſeph Hancock and Richard Whi- 
thers ; who were refuſed, as having been amoved 
from being capital burgeſſes in February Jaſt ; 
whereas they inſiſted, the ſaid amoval was wrong, 
being by a minority of the corporation, and was 
void, 

They excepted to three of the voters for the ſit- 
ting-members, viz. Charles Hudſon and John Brown- 
ing; as having no right, becauſe choſen capital bur- 
geſſes by a minority, in the room of Hancock and 
Whithers, who were illegally amoved ; and againſt 
Thomas Gingell, as being non compos, and thereby 
incapable of declaring his vote at the time of the 
election. | 

That it was admitted, and appears by the char- 
ter, that this corporation conſiſts of one alderman, 
and twelve capital burgeſſes, and twenty-four aſſiſt- 
ants : 

That the alderman and twelve capital burgeſſes, 
or the major part of them, are the governing part 
of the corporation; and by them the capital bur- 
geſſes are to be elected out of the twenty-four aſſiſt- 
ants ; and any capital burgeſs, or aſſiſtant, is a- 
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moveable by the ald&tman and capital burgeſſes for 
the time being, or the major part of them, quo» 
tits res reguiſierit, pro male ſt gerentld in officio, aut alia 


juſta et rerionabil de cauſa ; and, upon 21 
r — has a double vote. 


That as to Hancock and Whithers, 
Iſrael May ſaid, that on the gth of February, 
Hancock and Whithers were ſummoned immedi- 
ately to attend à court held at the Abbey, at the 
houſe of Amy Hanley, widow, by adjournment 
from St. John's Hoſpital, to anſwer a charge laid 
againft them; and not appearing, a ſecond fum- 
mons was ſent, to anſwer a heavy charge againſt 


them; and not appedring then, they were the next 


day taken, upon à Warrant, and cartied in cuſtody, 
to anſwer what was laid againſt them. | 

Mr. Shewring faid, that at this adjourned courts 
Whithers was aſked; by what authority he acted as 4 
capital burgefs ; and it was objefted-to him, that he 
did not, at the time of his election into office, take the 
oaths required by law; and was therefore diſquhli- 
fied :* to which he anſwered, he could not tell what 
oaths he then took; but he mnie 
niſtred to him. 
Baker ſaid, that Whithers received A 
at the pariſſi- church, within a fortnight after his 
election; and took the oaths at the next quarter- 
ſeſnons. 

That by evidence of Mr. Thomas Earle and Me; 
Shewring, that the adjoutned cottrt; in February laſt, 
#moved Hancock and Whithers from being capital 


burgeſſes, and elected Hudfon and Browmng in 


their ſtead ; and this court conſiſted of the alder. 
man, and five only of the capital butgeſſes then in 
denz; of which five, Thomas Gihgell was one: and 
Shewfing ann 
not do any thing but laugh. 

That the admiMon of Hantock to be a capital 
burgeſs was produced; under the cerporation-ſeal; 
dated the 26th of May 1699, Java? 9 Nr: 
Hayes, alderman. 

Mr. Thomas Earle ſaid, dur Ge Gramen dicks 
teen years, Hancock acted as a capital burgeſs ; 
and was not excepted to till 1708, when the court 
of King's-Bench were moved for an nfoeadition 
again him. 5 

May and Mathews ſaid, thar Whithers had, For 
fourteen years, acted as a capital burgeſs ; and both 
he and Hancock, had all along enjoyed all the 
privileges of capital burgeſſes, and as ſuch do now 

enjoy their parts of burgeſs-lands : 


Than Hincock made a return n 


laſt parliament : | 

That both he and Whithers were allowed to vote, 
and were taken upon the poll in en without any 
objection: 

But Collins, the rown-clerk, fie, Hancock's vote 
was queried in 1505 and 1709. 

Shewring and Nlatheus ſaid, that ſeven of the 
capital burgeſſes, preſent at the publick court held 
at St. John's Hoſpital, oppoſed 8 
that court, and refuſed to go to the Abbey; und 
only four, and the alderman, concurred in. the Ad- 

Mr. Thomes Earle faid, un a chm uf 
birgeſs to ſerve in this prefirit parliament, the 
poll of all the capital burgeſſes preſent being taken, 
the wWderman 'declired the numbers; anti that the 
fitting · members had the majotiry- z und after thay, 


without the concurrence of the majority-of the ca- 
aſking "their 


pitul © bürgeſſes preſent, and Without 
confined; We acer ut i che poli 


to-the' Abbey-houle, to. taks-the. vote of Thomas 
Gingell; whoz-the wieneſs faidy could. not then ſpeak. 
articulately, and, in his opinion, not capable: of 
doing a rational act : when-he-was'aſked. who- he 


| voted for ? he anſwered, Hilſborough and Floyd, as 
well as he could ſpealc. But be owned, che alderman 


uſed to adjourn the courts. to private houſes, without, 
putting any queſtion of adjournment, or aſkiog the 
coniſent of the burgeſſes preſent ; but it was looked 
upon as irregular. It appeared, that in Michael- 
mas term, 7 Anne, there was a rule of the court of 
King's-Bench, that Joſeph Hancock ſhould ſhew 
cauſe, why an information, in the nature of a quo 
warranto, ſhould not be exhibited againſt him, for 
claiming to be aldetman of this borough z, and upon 
ſhewing cauſe, that writ was diſcharged. -., 

In Trinity term, the like rule was made Againſt 
Whichers, for claiming to be a capital burgeſs ; 
which was alſo, in likke manner, 

Mr. Harcourt, who produced thoſe roles, ſaid, 
that the - diſcharging the rules a5 had affirmed 
the titles of Hancock and Whithers. 

Mr. Harcourt alſo produced a like. rule of the 
ſame court, in Eaſter term laſt, againſt Gowen Hart, 
for claiming to be a capital burgeſs; and ſaid, the 
objection to him was, that he took only the oath 
of office, when he was elected a capital burgeſs; 
and did not take the other oaths appointed by law; 
and the tbwniclerk, who adminiſtred the oath of 
office, fwote he adminiſtred no other oath to him 
at that time yz Hart ſwore, he took all the oaths 
that wete adminiſtred to him: the court ſaid, the 
fault was in the officer, and he ought to be puniſh. 
ed, aril diſcharged the tule againſt Hart. 
Mr. Harcourt alſo ſaid, that after eight or nine 
years acquieſcence, the King's- Bench would not ſaf- 
fer an uifotmation, in the nature of a quo warrento, 
to be filed, for not receiving the Sacrament, ac- 
cording to the corporation- act. 

That new rules might be prayed againft the faid 
perſons ; but none had been prayed, nor would the 
court grant any for the ſame facts. 

Robins ſaid, that Hancock and Whithers voted 
for the petitioners, but were not taken. 

And it appeared by the poll, that-the votes of 


| Hudſon and Browning were taken for the ſitting- 


members. | 

The petitioners objected bribery againſt the ſit- 
ting-members, and their agents, and ill practices : 
and called 

James Baker; who ſaid, Thomas Younge applied 
to him, to get his father-in-law (Whithers) over to 
Lord Hilfborough's ſide; and told him, that he 
knew a ſecret, which would diſburgeſs Whithers, 
who would be ruined, if he did not comply; but if 
he did, he ſhould have a double portion : and Sa- 
muel Hudſon ſwore, if- Whithers did not come over 
to his (Lord Hilſborough's) intereſt, he ſhould be 
ruined ; but if he did come over, he ſhould be made 
for ever: that Lord Hit{borough promiſed the wit- 
neſs, he ſhould be one of the twenry-four, and one 
of the capital, in the room of Gingell, who could 
not live long, if he would get Whithers over to his 
intereſt. 

Jobannah, wife of n 
tal burgeſits, ſuid, that Lord Hilſborough, within 
a few days before the election, the 26th of March as 
ſhe remetnbred, offered her, at Mrs. Henley'scham- 
ber, two purſes, in which he ſaid were one thou- 
ſand guineas, to get her huſband's vote for him and 
Floyd, who was then another candidate 3 and ſhe 
telling his Lordſhip, that her huſband had promiſe 
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unalterable where he promiſeds 
al. he: wauld: then he the 
hi take away his 2 that at 
another time before this, his Lordſhip offered five 
hundred guineas to get her huſband's vote. 
William Hart ſaid, that about three weeks before 
the writs iſſued, Lord Hilſborough ſeat for him, 
and gave him four guineas to go-down to this bo- 
rough z. and promiſed to give one hundred guineas 
to himſelf, and one thouſand to his father, if he 
could get his vote for him (Lord Hilſborough); 
and the day before the election, his Lordſhip pro- 
miſed it again; and threatned, 8 
comply, it ſhould be ſworn againſt him, that he 
had not taken the oaths ; and he ſhould be diſplaced 
from his office. 

On the other ſide; as to Hancock and Whi- 
thers, the fitting-members counſel inſiſted, that 
Hancock's election to be a capital burgeſs, in 1699, 
was by a minority of the body, and therefore void: 
That, upon the election to be a capital burgeſs, 
he diſclaimed to be one of the twenty - four, and re- 
ſigned that office ; and another was choſen an aſſiſt- 
ant in his ſtead: 

That in 1704, being conſcious his election in 
1699, was void, he deſired to be re- elected a capital 
burgeſs; but was then inca N in regard he was 
not then one of the twenty our: 

That Whithers taking only the oath of office at 
the time of the election into the office of a capital 
-burgeſs z and not taking at the ſame time the other 
oaths, according to law, his election was void, 
Thomas Lounge ſaid, he often acted for town- 
clerk, and, by direction of the alderman, ſware 
Whithers into the office of a capital- 'durgels in 1708; 
and he then only took the oath of office : 


to be taken ; nor did the witneſs (as he faid) then 
know any other oath was neceſſary. 

That at the adjourned court in February laſt, he 
was examined upon oath to this point; and Withers, 
being at the court, aſked the queſtion, owned, that 
at the time of the election he took no oath, but the 
oath of office. | 

Philip Lloyd, eſquire, proved the confeſſion of 
Withers at that time. 

Lounge alſo ſaid, the election of Withers, to be 
a capital burgeſs, was at an adjourned court held 
12th of November, 1708 ; when were preſent only 
the alderman and five capital burgeſſes, although 
there was then in being eleven capital burgeſſes, be- 
fides the alderman ; and Withers was elected on 
the double vote of the alderman ; and he produced 
the poll, whereby it appeared there were other can- 
didates beſides Withers ; and that the alderman and 
five capital burgeſſes, who were all that were preſent, 
voted for Withers only. 

That all courts have been adjourned at the plea- 
ſure of the alderman ; and the adjournment. has been 
as well to. private as public houſes ; and denied that 
he ever ſollicited Withers' vote, or threatned to diſ- 
burgeſs him. 

Collins, the town-clerk, ſaid he had been acquaint- 
ed with the borough twenty years; that the alder- 
man always. of himſelf, adjourned all courts of his 
on authority. 

That when all the burgſſes preſent at the Laid 
election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament, bad pall- 
od, the poll was adjourned at Lord Hilſborough's 
inſtance, to take Gingell's vote; and Gingell being 
alked by the witneſs who he voted fur, anſwered 


That the alderman did not err 
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diſtinRly, for Lord Hilſborough and Sir John Ruſh- 


out; and the poll was declared. af er he voted, and 
not before: —As to Hancock and Withers he 
ſaid, that upon Hancock's claiming and inſiſting he 
was a capital burgeſs, by virtue of his election in the 
year 1699 Hancock then declared, he was no long- 
er one of the twenty-four; and afterwards James 
Tile, late alderman, was elected one of the twenty- 
four in his ſtead. 

That in. 1704, upon the deceaſe of Arnold, one 
of the capital burgeſſes, Hancock told them he 
had not been well elected a capital-burgeſs, and de- 
fired to be elected de novo; for that his election in 
1699, was by a minority, and thereupon he was, in 
1704, re- elected; but was not then one of the twen- 
ty-four. 

That the rule of the King's- Bench for an inſor- 
mation againſt Hancock, niſi cauſa, was for claiming 
his firſt election in 1699; but, he ſhewing another 
election in 1704, the rule was diſcharged for that 
reaſon only. That all the capital-burgeſſes were 
ſummoned to the adjourned court in February laſt, 
which amoved Hancock and Withers; and Withers 
then owned he only took the oath of office, nor dig 
he know any other was neceſſary. 

Wayte and Webb ſaid, that only the alderman 
and three capital-burgeſfſes were preſent when Han- 
cock was firſt elected a capital-burgeſs, in 16993 
and there were then in being eleven capital-bur- 
geſſes, beſides the alderman. — That Tiley was elect- 
ed one of the twenty-four, in the room of Hancock; 
and was one of the twenty-four upon the foot of 


that election, when Hancock was 9 a capi- 


tal burgeſs in 1704. 
Webb faid, that Hancock was never elected one 


of the twenty-four, after he reſigned that office, 


when he was elected a capital-burgeſs, in 1699. 

To prove bribery and corruption on the petition- 
ers part were called, 

Thomas Younge, who ſaid, that about an year 
ago, Mr. Thomas Earle, one of the witneſſes for the 
petitioners, and who appeared as 2 manager at the 
ſaid election, applied to him in behalf of Colonel 
Earle, and deſired him to ſollicit the burgeſſes to be 
for Colonel Earle; and declared he would in a few 
days lodge in the witneſs' hands two hundred 
pounds apiece, and more if that would not do, 
for as many burgeſſes as he could get; and 
propaſed getting ſeven or eight; but the wit- 
neſs refuſed to be concerned; and at another 
time after promiſed the witneſſes, that the Colonel 
would immediately give him a place under the go- 
vernment of one hundred pounds yearly; and it 
might in a little time be five hundred pounds yearly 
if he would do as he deſired; and ſaid, he had au- 
thority from the Colonel to make the offer. 

Charles Wallington ſaid, that Mr. Shewring, who 
ſolicited voters for the petitioners, aſked his vote for 
them, and promiſed him two hundred pounds for 
it; and that his ſon ſnould have the firſt parſonage 
of one hundred and fifty pounds per annum that 
ſhould be yacant, in the gift of the Crown. 

Mary Wallington ſaid the ſame, and that ſhe 
was preſent at the offer. 

Mr. Wallington alſo ſaid, he was preſent at a 
converſation between Mr. Thomas Earle and Mr. 
Younge, who had been before examined ; and con- 
firmed what Younge had ſaid as to Earle's offering 
him, as by order of the petitioner Colonel Earle, a 
place of one hundred pounds yearly, which he ſaid 
might have been, for ought he knew, four or five 


hundred pounds per I!! the time of the 2 
les 
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Miles Martin aid. chat ſome time before the 


election, Mr. Shewring declared, that he had the 


day before offered Mr. Wallington two hundred 
pound for his vote ; and that he would have it, or 
give more the next day. 

To diſcredit the evidence run dy Johan Hart, 
they called, 

Philip Lloyd, eſquire, who ſaid, he was preſent 


all the time ſhe was at the place, where ſhe alledg- 


ed Lord Hilſborough offered her two purſes of gold 
to get her huſband's vote; and nothing of that kind 
was offered, or diſcourſed of; only ſhe complained 
of bad uſage in former elections; but now, ſhe am 
the was reſolved to make her fortune. 

Mrs. Player ſaid, ſhe heard Mrs. Hart declare, de 


had no money offered her; but that there might bemo- - 


ney had, and ſhe would have money before it was over. 

Suſannah Andrews ſaid, that ſhe heard Mrs. Hart 
declare, Lord mn never Wer her wy 
money. 

That upon the whole the committee Arad, , 

That Richard Withers was duly qualified to vote 
as a capital-burgeſs of this borough, at the late 
election of members to ſerve in RENO for _ 
borough. , 

That Joſeph Hancock was duly qualified 1 to 
vote as a capital-burgeſs, at the late election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough. 

That Trevor Lord Viſcount Hilſborough, of the 
kingdom of Ireland, is not duly elected a burgeſs to 
frye in this preſent parliament. for this borough. 

That Sir John Ruſhout, baronet, is not duly 
cldted a burgeſ wo ſerve in parliument for this bo- 
rough. ; 

That Giles Earle, eſquire, is duly elected a "ay 
geſs to ſerve in this pPreſent parliament or 20 


borough. 


That John Fermor, eſquire, dab 


The ſaid ſvera? reſolutions, N be und 


were agreed unto by the houſe : PGRN 
Seen.. hs 


MALTON. 


Tue bewwänh is firums'in the county of York. 
Dr. Willis writes, it returned to two parlia- 


1749. 68. ments, viz. in the 23d and 26th of Edward the firſt; 


B. P. R. 
199. 


had antiently ſent 


appeared to the committee upon 


but Mr. Prynne takes notice only of the latter: and 


then ceaſed until the year 1640, when it was re- 


Dec. 3, 1640. A Wodan wes: made: for Malin 


-and Allerton, two towns in Yorkſhire, that they 
burgeſſeg to parliament, but for a 


long time have diſcontinued. - It was defired, that 


it may be referred to the committee of privileges, 
to eee eee n view of the 
record. 

Arth. Ordered, un che n Malton and 


Allerton in the county of York, which formerly (as 


view of the record) 
ſent burgeſſes, but for ſome time had diſcontinued, 


be reſtored and remitted to their antient privileges 


of ſending burgeſſes to parliament and that a war- 


rant iſſue forth under Mr. Speaker's hand, directed 


to the clerk of the Crown in- Chancery; to ſend ble returns; and the return for this borough” being 
forth a writ for electing of two burgeſſes, to ſerve in read ; and alſo the petition of Thomas Worſley and 


4 


dhe preſent parliament for the ſaid wan. 
Dec. 18, 1661. 


1 


\ 


ſtored; of which, and memoirs n ' 
tions, I have - met with theſe. . 


touching the ele&tion of this borough ; that 
had proceeded in the examination thereof, upon they 
petition of Sir Thomas Gowre —— 
made for Mr. Thomas Danby; and that Sir Tho- 
mas Gowre had the majority of voices; and the 
opinion of the committee, that the ſaid Sir Thomas 
1 enwpm oa as, cara cg whit 
Git" liviele agrees; 

March 3, 1672. A petition of: Janes + Heble- 
thwaite, eſquire, was read; complaining of an undue 
return of William Levelan alias Gower, eſquire, to 
ſerve for this borough in the ſtead of Sir Thomas 
Gower, knight and baronet, deceaſed, in wrong of 
the petitioner, eee e- and returned 
for that place.” | 


And a croſs petiticn--of William -Leveſon. alas 


Gower, eſquire, being read, making the like complaint 


of the undue return of Mr. Heblethwaite. 

Ordered, that both theſe petitions be referred to 
the committee of elections, to examine the matter, 
and feport the ſtare of the caſe, with their opinions, 
00 the Houle, 

22d. Ordered, that the committee of ele&tions do, 
Nr 
the double return for this borough, who are return- 
ed by the proper officers. No ropocy appears © be 
made on theſe reſolutions. - | 

Oct. 27, 1675. A petition of William Leveſon 
Gower was read. _ 

A petition of the inhabitants of this town was read. 
| Ordered" to be referred to the committee of pri- 
E WARS: 260 Caper; Ws 
— — 

Feb. 26, 1676. A prtion of Willam Leveſon 
Gower. was read. | 
Quins ds-oiferat-a> ts etuiminands wit- 


vileges and elections, to examine the a 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

. mob obreog farts e . . 
rough. 


March 19. Mr. Leveſon Gower did | this day-dif- 
claim and renounce his election and return ſot this 
"borough : which was agreed to by the houſe. 
March 18, 1677. Sir Thomas Meres reported the 


caſe of this election for this borough, and the reſo- 


lution of the committee. 
That Mr. Heblethwaite is duly elected 10 ſerve 


as a burgeſs in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough : whereto the houſe agreed. 


-.. Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
with the return for this 


indenture of Mr. anne, the 
return. 
May 23, 1685. A petition of William Palmes, 


eſquire, was read; complaining of an undue return 
and election of Mr. Fairfax and Mr. Worſley, as 
burgeſſes for this borough, to ſerve in this parlia- 
ment, in injury of the petitioner; who was duly 
elected, and ought to be returned. 


Reſolved, that it be referred to the of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter 


thereof, and report 


the ſame, with their opinion. 
June 3. A petition of the bailiff, burgeſſes, and 


inhabitants of Malton, touching the election for the 


ſaid borough, was read. 


82 Ordered to be referred to che committee of privi- 


- leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 
Nov. 23, 1908. The houſe proceeded a 


Thomas Harriſon, eſquites, being read; ſhewing, 


Charleton made report : that at the election of members to ſerve in this pre- 


e —— 0 


„ de Ee 
duly elected, and returned by the proper officer, 
William Barton, bailiff of the ſaid boraugh, to 
whom the precept was directed and duly delivered } 


n 
Strickland, eſquires, was alſo read; ſhewing, the 
po wn oy elected burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
for this borough, and were ſo de- 
þ $i prin, wy bark cry toc gag 
man, bailiff of the ſaid borough ; yet one William 
Barton (a buſy attorney in the ſaid town) by illegal 


high · ſheriff, and others, procu 
cuſtody of /he precept for cleRion, and refuſed to de- 
liver it to he proper officer, though often demanded; 
but took upon himſelf to affix it to an indenture, by 
him prepared, on behalf of Thomas Worſley and 
Thomas Harriſon, eſquires, (who were candidates 

at the ſaid election, and had a much leſs number 
of votes than the petitioners) and carried it to the 
faid z and the faid bailiff Harriſon ſent his 
8 who, upon examina- 
tion of the matter, affixed it to the writ ; but the 


a double return, w the petitioners are de- 
2 from ſitting in the houſe, till the merits of 
che ſaid return are firſt derermined : and praying 
&c.. | 03 

bee that the 4 Gm be be heard at the bar of the 
houſe on the 14th of December next; and that the 


dukef: ha:Ces.do anat the hevfe;whb the 
faid returns. 

Dec. 13. Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown, 
and clerk of the petty-bag, do attend this houſe to- 
morrow morning, with ſuch returns and other re- 
cords, as they have in their cuſtody, relating to 
14th. The hquſe proceeded, according to order, 
to hear the merits of the double return for this bo- 
rough: and the counſel on both ſides being called 
in, the petitions were read; and ſeveral witneſſes on 
both ſides examined, touching the matters of the re- 


Reſolved, nemine contradicente, that William 
Palmes, eſquire, and William Strickland, eſquire, 
are duly returned burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough. 

Then the counſel were called in again, and heard 
touching the merits of the election; and Alſo a wit- 
neſs was examined touching the notice given of the 
election; after which, the counſel withdrew. 
Reſolved, that William Palmes, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

| Reſolved, that William Strickland, eſquire, is 
duly elected a-burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this barough. And ordered the other 
return to be taken af the file. 
March 30, 1715.* A petition of Sir William 
Strickland of Boynton in the county of York, 
baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt elec- 
tion for this borough, the petitioner was one of the 


turn; and the counſel being heard, they withdrew. chief 


* and had a majority of legal votes; but 
by the corruption of Thomas Wentworth ſenior, 
eſquire, and the arbitrary proceedings of William 
Barton, bailiff of the ſaid borough, by — 
ſeveral perſons to vote, who had no right; and 

took upon himſelf to make a falſe return to the 


— of the petitioner : and praying &c. 


A petition of ſeveral of the burgeſſes, electors 


for this borough, was read ; ſhewing, that purſuant 


to a writ directed to William Barton, bailiff of the 
faid borough, for electing a burgeſs for. the ſame, 
that ſeveral perſons were polled at the ſaid election, 
who did not pay ſcot and lot; and others living 
without the borough, pretending to be freeholders 
within the ſaid borough, were allowed to poll; all 
which proceedings were prejudicial to the privileges 
of the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered the ſaid petitions be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, to examine and 
report the matter thereof, with their opinion. | 

Feb. 7. Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be heard 
before the ſaid committee on the _ 26th of March 
next. 

March 21. The houſe being informed, that the 
honourable Thomas Wentworth, eſquire, a member 
of this houſe, whoſe election for this borough is pe- 
titioned againſt by Sir William Strickland, baronet, 
and by ſeveral burgeſſes for the ſaid borough ; and 
alſo a material witneſs for the ſaid Mr. Wentworth, 
are very ill, and not able to attend the hearing the 
matters of the ſaid petition before the committee of 
privileges and elections, on Monday next, as the 


ſame is appointed: 


.- Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
commitine, that they do hear the matter of the ſaid 
petitions on- the 23d day of April next. | 

May 11, 1716. Ordered leave be given to with 
nie the ſaid petitions. | 


1 


HIS borough is ſituate in the county of B. Pp. R. 
Wilts; and returned members to parlia- 219. 


ment from the 26th of Edward the firſt, who were 


elected in the county- court in the firſt of Henry See the 
the fifth, as appears by the indenture for the county rα ande. 


the coun- 


in that year (which ee in Appendix.) ty 1H. V. 


But in Mr. Prynne's liſt 1 find 7, 8, 9, 22, 24, % Appen- 
25, 26, and 34 of Edward the third, the ſheriff "i 
Wiltſhire returned for this borough,'** Ballivi nullum ati ; +4 
dederunt reſponſum; from whence it appears, the 1059. 
officers were then the bailiffs, I meet with 
no other memoirs of its manner of election till ſince 
the Reformation, when theſe following occur. 

May 4, 1641. The petition of divers the inhabi- 
tants of this borough was this day received ; and it 
is ordered to be referred to the ſame committee, as 
the other petition concerning this election is referred, 
where Sir Guy Palmes has the chair. I meet with 


no other memorandum of this petition, nor any 


thing relating thereto. 


In the year 1680, it appears, a petition was pre- 
ſented againſt the election of the Lord Bruce and 
Mr. Bennet :, but it doth not appear who were the 
petitioners. Only 

Dec. 16. Ordered, the report from the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections touching the 
election for this borough be made on Tueſday morn- 
ing next. 

23d. Ordered, the ſaid report be received on the 
- marrow morning. 

. $ F 24th. 
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24th. Mr. Treby reports froin the ſaid commit- 
tee, that they had en 


| That Thomas Load Bruce is duly elefted a bur 
gels to ſerve in this . nn * 
borough. 


That Thomas Dana eſquire, is duly elected A 
burgeſs to ſerve in _ preſent parliament for this 
borough 


March 25, 1681. A ef 40 burgeſſes of F 


this borough was read. 
Ordered, that ix bo referred to the commits of 
c 
matter, with their opinion. ö 

Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of Nathaniel Bayley, 
gentleman, and others, on behalf of themſelves and 
the major part of the burgeſſes of this borough; 
complaining of an undue election and return for this 
borough, to ſerve in the preſent convention, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
rr 
matter, with their opinion. 

April 1, 1689. Colonel Birch reported the matter 
of the ſaid election. That the queſtion was, whether 
the election ought to be by the mayor, and a ſelect 
—_— e eh, Ms paying 
ſcot and lot. 

For ihe -peticiontrs; their counke inſiſted, "chat 
there never was a mayor till Henry the fourth ; and 
that of common right the inhabitants had a right, 
unleſs the contrary was proved. That the mayor 
was in time of memory as before; ſo he, and the ſe- 
lect number, n 
of election. 

. ns wineainy fide- 
times more, and ſometimes lefs. Arid they pro- 
duced returns 28 Ed. I. pro burg 33 Ed. L pro 
communitate burgi de Marlborough——6 Ed. II. pro 
burgo—18 Eliz. a charter of mayer and burgeſſes 
to govern the town, with ſeveral infpeximus'——Alſo 
23 October, 228 under the common- 
ſeal. 

For the firting-members, che oounſel inſiſted; E 
the right of election was in the mayor and ſchect 
number of burgeſſes, who were about fifty : and 


that Sir George Ernly had 46, and Sir George Wib- 


- loughby had 453 and produced indentures 9 Henry 


IV. 36 Hen. VIII. 7 Edw. VI. 1 and 2 Mary: 
all mentioned to be under che common. ſeal of may- 
or and burgeſſes. 


and had been himſelf in that office twenty five years 
and never heard of any popular election till 1679, that 
the pretence of ſuch a right was ſet up: and that upon 
a conteſt touching that election, two perſons who 
are dead, and had been converſunt about elections, 
teſtified and ſaid, the one for 60 and che other for 46 
years, they never knew any election by che populacy. 
That then was read the return made upon thut 
election of Lord Bruce and Mr. Bennet; and che 


report and reſolutions thereupon, 24th of December 


1680 ; - whereby it appeared, that they, who had 
been choſen Wee Revit denier, were 
duly clected. 


That it e refiifed, int de Mee burgedits hal 


divers privileges above the inhabitants; as, that they 
were toll free, and that there was a cloſe of eighty acres 
always let to the free burgeſſes. And that che com- 
mittee finding, both by the records and witneſſes, that 
dann the election for — tac 


The town- clerk proved, he had ved in the bo- 


rough ever ſince 1636, and was formerly clerk to a 
town-clerk, and took the poll on ſeveral eleckions, 


Hy 


- 


— 2 
tween him and the ſaid burgeſſes of the one part, 
-and the ſheriff of che ſaid county of the other part, 


Nuiaphiyel and Joſhua Ward, clquire, 
the other candidates, though not qualified accord- 


ger Williams annexed to the ſheriff's precept a re- 


turn of the ſaid Sir Wilkam and Joſhua 
Ward, eſquire, and hath returned them according- 


ly, although not duly qualified! : and praying &c. 


Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their 

A petition of John Fowier, mayor, and alſo of 
the burgeſſes of this borough and town, was read; 
ſhewing, that Gabriel Roberts, 1 
eſquires, ſtood candidates for the ſaid 
-were duly elected: and the petitioner, 1 
ler, mayor of the ſaid borough, by indenture duly 
[Executed and made between him and the burgeſſes 
of the one part; and the ſheriff of rhe ſaid county 
of the other part; did return the faid Mr. Roberts 
und Mr. Hayes as duly choſen ; a7 


Aa nn Bm oa xt 
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which, Roger Williams pretending to act as mayor, 
though not qualified fo to do, and having got poſ- 
ſeſſion of the precept; and Sir William * 
and Joſhua Ward, eſquire, the other candidates, are 
returned ern duly 
elected: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
and elections, to examine the matter 
e 
nion. 

Feb. 1. Ordered the committee of privileges and 
elections from r uch of the peti- 
tion of Gabriel Roberts and Hayes, eſquires, 
as relates to the ſaid Mr. Hayes. * 
March 2. Ordered leave be given to the mayor 
and burgeſſes of this borough to withdraw their ſaid 
th. A motion was made to inſtruct the com- 
mitree of privileges to hear the matter of the ſaid 
of Gabriel Roberts, efquire, on the 27th 
day of March inſtant, bur refuſed. 

Feb. 26, 1716. A petition of Gabriel Roberts, eſ- 
quire, was read; ing, that the right of elect- 
ing members to ferve in parliament for this bo- 
rough, hath, for time out of mind, been in the mayor 
and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough ; and that John 
Fowler, mayor, did, by indenture duly executed, 
return the petitioner, and delivered the ſame to the 
ſheriff, who accepted thereof ; but one Roger Wil- 
liams pretending to act as mayor, though not quali- 
fied fo to do, got poſſeſſion of the t; and an- 
nexed a return thereto of Sir William Humphreys 
and John Ward, eſquire, who alſo were candidates, 
although they were not duly elected: and praying 
&c 


Ordered it to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

May 11, 1717. Ordered the port de received 
on Monday next. 

13th. Mr. Hampden reported from the faid com- 
mittee the matter of the ſaid n, as follows. 
That the petitioners counſel alledged, that Marl- 


borough is a borough, and corporation, by preſcrip- 
tion 044 * - 0 


That the right of election is in the mayor and 
burgeſſes only; and has always been determined fo 
by che houſe. 

That Sir William Flumpareys w was admitted to 
be duly elected. 

That it appears by the poll, twenty-one voted 
for Mr. Roberts, and none for Mr. Ward. 

Mr. Ward not appearing, nor any counſel for 
him, the committee were not informed, upon what 
| . . . was returned. 

That the committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of members to ſerve in 
parliament ſor this borough, is in the mayor and 
burgeſſes of this borough only. 

That Joſnua Ward, eſquire, is not duly elected 


a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough 


That Sir William Humphreys, knight and baronet, 
is duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough. 

That Gabriel Roberts, eſquire, is duly elected a 


burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


borough. 
The ſaid refolutions being twice read, were 
agreed to by the houſe; and ordered the return to be 
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T's borough is ſituate in the county of Willis 
Bucks, and returned burgeſſes to parliament '749: 5: 
in the 28th, 33d, 34th and 35th of Edward I. and 
in the 1ſt and 2d of Edward II. and then ceaſed 
ſending, till the reign of King James I. when it was 
reftored ; whereof, and other ſubſequent memoirs, 

in reſpect to elections, I have met with theſe follow - 
ing. 

May 18, 1621. Sir George Moore reporteth, that 
three boroughs deſire burgeſſes in Buckinghamſhire, 
viz. Wendover, Amerſham, and Har. This by a See Ag- 
marginal note in the Journal is wrote to be Mar- — af 
low, and ir ſo by what follows. —— 
houſe reſolved to be adviſed (upon the queſtion) 
and when they bring their charters to the com- 
mittee of privileges, the King's counſel to be call- 
ed in. 

May 4, 1624. Mr. Glanville reporteth from 
the committee for Amerſham, Wendover, and Mar- 
low.——Theſe proved to be boroughs, and as ſuch 
ſent burgeſſes 1 Edw. I. and from thence 28 Edw. ks on 
I. and 18 parliaments between. Upon the queſtion, orig, 
every of theſe to ſend two burgeſſes this parliament z 
and a warrant from the Speaker for new writs accord- 
ingly. 

Nov. 9, 1640. Mr, Maynard reports, that Mr. 
John Borlace and. Mr. Ipſley were returned to the 
clerk of the ID to ſerve as burgeſſes for this bo- 
rough; after which the under-ſheriff brought ano- 
ther indenture, wherein John Borlace and Mr. 
Hobby were returned; which laſt indenture was not 
accepted by the clerk of the Crown, becauſe he had 
a former return as aforeſaid : and the under-ſheriff 
owned, he was adviſed by the high-ſheriff not to 
make the return of the indenture, wherein Mr. Ipſ- 
ley is returned ; yet afterwards brought this inden- 
ture, which was formerly refuſed, and left it at the 
Crown-office, whereby came the queſtion of this 
double return. — The opinion of the committee 
was, that Mr. Borlace named in both indentures, 
ought to be admitted to fit in the houſe. — 2d. 
That Mr. Hobby returned in the other indenture 
ought to forbear the houſe. — 3. That the under- 
ſheriff hath committed a miſdemeanor, and ought 

to be ſent for as a delinquent. 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that Mr. Borlace is 
well elected, and a fit member to ſit in the 
houſe. 

That Mr. Hobby is to forbear to ſit, till his 
election be determined. 

That the under-ſheriff of the ſaid county of 
Bucks ſhall be ſent for as a delinquent. 

19th. Reſolved upon the queſtion, that the elec- 
tion of the burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, for this borough, is totally void ; becauſe 
there was no due notice given to the electors, and 
therefore it is ordered, that all thoſe that are re- 
turned upon that election ſhall not fit here upon 
that election: and it is alſo ordered that a warrant 
iſſue forth under Mr. Speaker's hand to the clerk of 
the Crown for a new writ for election of two bur- 
geſſes to ſerve for this borough, inſtead of thoſe that 
are now returned upon this election thus void. 

Ordered, that John Moore, for his miſdemeanors 
committed in the management of this election, 
ſhall be ſent for as a delinquent, by the ſerjeant at 
arms attending on this houſe. 

Mr. Maynard reports, — That a precept was de- N. B. This 
livered to Mr. Moore for the election at this bo- report 
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have been rough in due time. That Moore being demand- 
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- before the 
reſoluti- 


ed the day before the election, if he had the precept 


on, but or warrant for election, denied he had any precept ; 


it is thus 


inferted in 


and yet the next day, which was the day of elec- 


the Jour tion of knights of the ſhire of that county of Bucks, 


nal, there- 
fore 1 in- 


ſert it 
here. 


Willis, 


1749-241 


a quarter of an hour before the election, produces 
the precept in the preſence of 20 or 30, and pro- 
ceeds to election without any warrant or notice to 
any of the reſt of the town; whereupon Mr, Bor- 
lace and Mr. Ipſley were choſen burgeſſes. Opi- 
nion of the committee: — This is a void election, 
becauſe no timely notice for the election, and that 
doth avoid the whole election. That a warrant 
for a new writ ought to go forth, and that it was 
a miſdemeanor in Moore. | 

Dec. 1ſt. This committee 62 Mr. Sel- 
den, Mr. Hollys, Sir Thomas Widrington, Mr. 
Glyn, Mr. Maynard, Sir Edward Hungerford, Sir 
Simonds D'Ewes, Mr. Palmer, Sir Edmund Mont- 
fort, Mr. Perd, Sir Thomas Bowyer, Mr. Lane, 
Mr. St. Johns, Mr. Cage, ) is to take into conſide- 
ration the queſtion between Mr. Borlacy and Mr. 
Hobby, with the circumſtances; and are; to meet on 
Thurſday at two o'clock in the Exchequer cham- 
ber. „ 1 
Jan. 5. Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that where- 
as Mr. Whitlock was long ſince choſen and return- 


ed a burgeſs for this borough, and that nothing, as 


yet is come in againſt his election, that his election 


ſhall ſtand good, * not be queſtioned this * 


liament. 


Jan. 13. Ordered, thar the buſineſs concerning 
the election for this borough, between Mr. Hobby 


and Mr. Borlacy, be recommitted upon the whole 


matter to the former committee; and they are not 
to ſit, till they have leave from the houſe.—1 find 
no further account of this election ; but. in the. liſt of 
this parliament I find Mr. Hobby is inſerted, and 


vileges and elections, to examine and report the 


matter, with their opinion. 
Dec. 21. Sir William Poultney reported from the x 


| faid committee the matter touching this election; 


that the committee had agreed upon ſeveral re- 


ſolves; viz. 


That, in this borough, the inhabitants only,” who 
pay ſcot and lot, have right to give voices in the 


election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in . parliament, for 
this borough. 


That Sir Humphrey Winch, baronet, is not 8 


15 elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 


ment for this borough. 
That Thomas Hobby, eſquire, is not duly elect- 


ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 


That the late election for this borough, - as to 


he ſaid Sir Humphry Winch and Thomas Hobby, 
* 1s a void election: whereto the houſe agreed. 


June 3, 1685. A petition of Sir James Ethe- 


ridge, knight, touching the election for this bo- 
rough, was read. 


O:dered, that it be referred to the committee of 


Privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 


March 22, 1689. The houſe taking notice, chat, 


by che book of returns for this borough, there is a 


return in the manner following; viz. James Chace, eſ- 


quire, and Sir William Whiclock, knight, by one 
2 


it's wrote to be in the place of Gabriel Hippiſley, ; 
eſquire, and John Borlace, eſquire. 

Oct. 25, 1680. A petition of Thomas Hobby, 
eſquire, was 

| Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- ; 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 


high Berit the 18% of Magz r= 
in the houſe; the queſtion was put, that the ſaid 
return be a double r 


Ordered the return, by w e ee 
returned, be taken off the file. | 


| But he did not eto oh 8 


March 25, 1690. The houſe being informed that 
the clerk of the Crown attended at the door, ac- 


cording to the order of the houſe, to give an ac- 
count touching the return for this borough ; he was 


called; and at the table he gave the houſe an ac- 
count touching his making the ſaid return; and af- 
terwards did, acco 
take off the indenture, by which Mr. Bucknall is 
returned. 

A petition of Ralph Bucknal, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that. James Chace, eſquire, and the peti- 
tioner were duly elected for this borough, by the 


majority of ſuch inhabitants 'who have a right to 


vote; and the indenture of return ſigned and ſealed 
by the conſtables, the proper officers of the bo- 
rough, and the ſaid inhabitants; after which one of 
the conſtables was called out of bed, and prevailed 
with the other conſtable to ſign another indenture ; 


wherein Mr. Chace and Sir William Whitlock were 
returned; which firſt indenture was delivered to 


the high-ſheriff, and a counter-part thereof ſigned 


and ſealed; but the indenture was not delivered in 


to the Crown- office at the ſame time with the 
other indenture, to the great wrong of the petitianer: 
and praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 
OR; 6. A petition, to the ſame effect, of the ſaid 
Mr. Bucknall, was read. 
Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 


matter, with their opinion. 

Nov. 21. Mr. Grey reported, from the ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter of the ſaid election, as follows: 
The queſtion was, of the right of election; and 
the petitioner inſiſted, the right of election was in 


-the inhabitants and houſholders, not receiving alms ; 
and the ſitting-members alledged, it was only in the 
inhabitants and houſholders, as paid ſcot and lot. — 


That the numbers on the poll, were For Sir Wil- 
liam Whitlock 126—for the petitioner 171. 
For the petitioner, were called Ratcliff, Latimer, 


and others, who ſpoke as to ſeveral elections: that 


the election was, as alledged by the petitioner, ex- 
cept one in 1680, by ſcot and lot men only : that 
the perſons, who now polled, were called over by 
a liſt, agreed on by the candidates for that purpoſe ; 


and did not hear any excepted againſt, for not be- 


ing ſcot and lot men; and the petitioner was pro- 
Claimed by the conſtables duly elected. 

For Sir William Whitlock, were called Smith, 
Whitlock, and others; who ſaid, in regard of the 
tumult, the poll was to be taken of ſuch as came; 
and afterwards to be ſubject to a ſcrutiny : and Mr. 
Whitlock ſaid, the conſtables were prevailed on by 
the bargemen to declare the petitioner duly elected: 
but afterwards being fatal] Si Sir William Whitlock 
had the majority of ſcot and lot men, they declared 


Law 


- him ſo. 


rding to the order of the houſe, - 


* Frick 


Gee > e Ot» aw e „ Ah - 


wy , 
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e 
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Law id, Sir William Whitlock had 70 odd; 
Mr. Bucknall 3 1 or 3a, who paid ſcot and lot. 
For Sic William Whitlock, was read the Journal 
2 at the intent cnly; wherein it is re- 
inhabitants only, a * 
lot, had 'a:right to elect ! „ = 
That, upon the whole, the e tefolved,. 
That, in chis borough; thoſe inhabitants.who paid 
cot and lot have a right to vote in the election of 
to ſervt in parliament for this 
That Sir William Whitlock is duly elected a bur- 
gels to ſexve in thus preſent parliament for this bo- 
cough which, anne, * en 
the houſe. Wick . 
Now, 25, 1708. 7 of ſeveral of 'the 8 
bitants of this borough, whoſe names are thereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, was read; ſhew-ing, that at the late election 
for members to ſerve in parliament ſor the ſaid bo- 
rough, the candidates were the Lord Archibald Ham- 
. Erick blegony. Sir James Etheridge, and James Chaſe, 
1 eſquire; that the right of electing members. is in all 
the inhabitants, living within the ſaid borough; except 
thoſe who receive almꝭ from the ſatne;; that the peti- 
tionets gave their votes for the ſaid Lord: Archibald 
Hambleton, and he was elected by a majority of the 
ſaid. electors, and ought: to have been returtied ; 
yet Sir James Etheridge and Mr. Chaſe are return- 
ed ; whereby the petitioners are unduly repreſented. 
Ordered, that che merits: of the faid- petition be 
heard at the bar on the 16th of April net. 
Another petition of ſeveral of the inhabitants of 
the ſaid borough having been left with the clerk of 
this houſe, complaining alſo of the election and re- 
turn of James Chaſe, eſquire, to ſerve for: the ſaid 
borough; and all the petſons, who had ſubſeribed 
the ſaid petition, having ſince ſent to him a writing 
figacd- by them, deſiring, that the (aid, petition may be 
at «+ he — the laid — be 
withdrawn. 7 "x4 +6; it j 
Dec. 2, 1710. A petition of Gvent fratiies of 
this borough, in behalf of themſelves and other 
burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, paying ſcot. and lot, 
was read ; ſhewing, chat at the late election of bur- 
geſſes, to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, 
Robert Gray and John Martin, the conſtables, be- 
haved themſelves very partially on behalf of Sir 
James Etheridge and George Bruere, eſquire, and 
admitted ſeveral perſons to poll for them, who had 
no richt; and Sir James, Mr. Bruere, and their 
agents, uſed indirect practices, and unjuſtly pre- 
vailed on the conftables to make a double return 
of James Chaſe, eſquire, and Mr. Bruere, although 
Mr. Chaſe was duly elected, and 2— to have been 
returned: and praying &c. Alſo 
A petition of James Chaſe, aws, x was read; 
ſhewing, that Thomas Coventry, eſquire, Sir james 
Etheridge, and George Bruere, eſquire, were can- 
didates, at the electien of members to ſerve in par- 
liament for this borough, and the petitioner was, 
duly elected; but by the indirect practices of Sir 
James and Mr, Bruere, and the, partiality of Ro- 
bert Gray and John Martin, conſtables of the ſaid 
borough, they have made a double peturn of the 
petitioner and Mr. Bruere,, although Sir James and 
the petitioner had the majority of Mr. Bruere, and 


A petition of George Bruere, eſquire, was read; 
thewing, that at, the election of burgeſſes to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
the number of votes on the poll, for each candi- 


they ought to have been returned: and praying &c. 


11T2 10 2M Be Borouph of MAN OW. 


For Sir James Etheridge, 107. 

e * „4. 

For James Chaſe, eſquire, 74. 

For Thomas Coventry, 29. 
1. That the returning offlcers have returned Sir, 
James Etheridge, as duly elected, and the petition- 
er and Mr. Chaſe, to have equal votes. That the petiti- 
onet was duly elected, ſeveral voters for Mr. Chaſe 
dot being duly qualified, and others were procured 
to vote for him by. illegal practices: and praying &c., 

Ordered, the ſaid ſeveral petitions be referred to 
the committee of privileges and elections, to ex- 
amine and report the matter, with their opinion, - . 

Dec. Sth, Ordered,,! the ſeyeral petitioners have 
leave to withdtaw the ſaid petitions. And the 
houſe, being informed that Mr. Chaſe waved his re- 
turn for the ſaid borough; —Ordered the clerk of the 

roy do attend on the morrow morning, to amend 

return, by taking. off the indenture Rn 
Mr. Chaſe is returned. 

March 3,171. A petition of William Bucrall, 
eſquire, Was read.; ſhewing, that Sir James Ethe- 
ridge. George! Bruere, eſquire, and the petitioner, 
were candidates at the election for this borough :, 
that although. the. petitioner was duly. elected, yet 
the-ſaid George Bruere, and Sir James Etheridge, hy 
procuring ſeveral who had a right, and offered to 
vote for the petitioner, to be refuſed ; and by pro- 
curing; others. who had no right, to be admitted fer 
themſelves; and, by the indirect practices of them and 


their agents; have procured the ſaid George Bruere, ef- 


quire, to be returned, in wrong of the petitioner : and 
farther; the petitioner! believes that at the time of the 
electjon, the ſaid Mr. Bruere was not qualified, -ac- 
cording ta act of parliament : and praying &c. 

Ondered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report che mat+ 
ter thereof, with their opinion. 13 

March 30, 171. A petition. of ſeveral of the 
inhabitants of this, borough, in behalf of them- 
ſelyes and ſeveral others, who have a right of elec- 
tion of members to ſerve in parliament, was read; 
ſhewing, that the right honourable the Lord Shel- 
burne, James Chaſe, eſquire, George Bruere and 
Vincent Oakley, eſquires, were candidates for the 
ſaid borough : that after a poll was demanded, there 
was a private agreement made, without the conſent 
of the petitioners; that James Chaſe and Vincent 
Oakley, eſquires, ſhould deſiſt; and the ſaid Lord 
Shelburne, and George Bruere, eſquire, ſhould, be 
declared elected : and that the petitioners are- very 
well aſſured, that the ſaid George Bruere, eſquire, 
is not qualified according to law; notwithſtanding 
which, the conſtables have returned the ſaid George 
Bruere, in prejudice of the petitioners: and praying &c. 


Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 


leges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

A petition of John Gray, Steph. Gray, Rich. Hol- 
loway, John Martin, and John Webb, inhabitants 
paying ſcot and lot within the ſaid borough, was read 
ſhewing, that at the election for the ſaid borough, 
the right honourable the Lord Shelburne, Vincent 
Oakley, George Bruere, , and James Chaſe, eſquires, 
ſtood candidates: that a poll being demanded by the 

titioners, but no poll was taken: that the ſaid 
Lord Shelburne has procured. himſelf to be return- 
ed ; but the ſame was procured by bribes, and other 
illegal practices, of the ſaid Lord Shelburne, and 
agents; nor that the ſaid Lord Shelburne, as the pe- 


titioners believe, is not duly 1 to ſit: and 


raying &c. 
: 5 G Ordered 


j 
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* Sic orig. Was read; 


leges and elections, to examine and report che mat- 


The fk of MarLOW. and 0 of Mextoners 


Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 


2 


March 5, 1716. A petition of ſeveral inhabitants 
of this borough, in behalf of themſelves and ſeveral 
others, who have à right of election for members | 
co ſerve in parliament for this borough, was read ; pd 
ſhewing, that the right honourable the Lord Shel- Me. Gale das, he did. by, cheſs deeds sah 
burne, James Chaſe, George Bruere and Vincent convey thoſe farms and premiſes to Mr. Bruere for 
Oakley, eſquires, were candidates for the ſaid bo- his life; and, bone de, received. the conſideration 
rough ; and that, after the precept was opened and money : chat he had, indeed, received the rent ſince 
read, a poll was demanded (there being a private for Mr. Bruere's uſe, becauſe Mr. Bruere lived fifty 

t made, without the conſent of the petiti- miles of 5:3nd:he, hens bby: agually. accounted for, 
oners, that the faid James Chaſe and Vincent Oak- and paid, the rent to Mr. Bruere. Ait 
ley ſhould deſiſt; and that the Lord Shelburne and _ 


<4 £224 & &@ = & Ma 


” « t Ho we 


— 
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perſons i borougn, 
— chat ie by —— — The fd reohtions, bring ence read, were agree 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the ay re . 
matter thereof, with their opinion. Alſo, OR. 18, 1722. A prtitioniof — 
A petition of * Joſeph Gray, Stephen Gray, ham, efquire, was read y/ ſhewing, that at the elec- 
chard Holloway, John Martin, and John Webb, tion of members to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 
inhabitants paying ſeot and lot within this borough, rough, the petitioner, Sir John Guiſe, baronet, Ed- 
ri | mund Walier, and Vincent Oakley, eſquires, were 
candidates : chat the petitioner was duly elected by 


a majority of legal votes z, /- nocwichſtanding whith, 


am Aa #s to tf 


Lord Shelburne, of the kingd 


been taken; and no poll was taken: that the ſaid Lord Wi | 
Shelburne, by menaces, open bri „and other ille- for the ſaid borough, in a very partial mannet pro- 
gal practices, himſelf to returned one of n 
the burgeſſes for the ſaid borough : and praying &c. freedom of elections: and praying &. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of Rn 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter vileges and lefions to examine and report the war 
thereof, and report the ſame, with their opinion. ter thereof, with their opinion. 
May 20, 1717. Ordered the report to be received Jan. 14; Ondered, that leave be given e ci. 


on Thurſday next.” Wannen 
23d. Ordered to be received this day ſevennight. 4 2 
oth. Mr. Hampden reported .. on the | | MERIONETH County: £ 


faid petition, as follows: 
That counſel on both ſides attended the committee: 
That the counſel againſt Mr. Bruere objeRed to him 


as not qualified, with reſpect to a particular men- 


18 n is cases db eee -mucble#: 6s 
ſend one knight of the ſhire to parlament, | 
by the ſtatute of the 27th. of Henry the eighth; $eeAngie- 
tioned in the rental, given in by him for his qua- which 1 it hath done ever ſince: but the ſea. 
lification ; which dae amodnes 56334 L e 
| annum. All that relate to the mater of election, is of 4 
The particular ebjotted: t mentioned in the very modern date, and here follows. 
ſame rental to be, a meſſuage, tenement, farm, and Oct. 23, 1702. The houſe — that,» 
lands, with the appurtenances, called the Home- by the book of returns from the / clerk of the 
Farm, and Bryan's Farm, and « parcel of lands, Groen, there is-/60 recue; macs. dyithe'therilf” of 
or warren, called Whiteley-hill, in the pariſh of this county 3 1 
Worth, in the county of Suffex, in the tenure of " Reſolved, that the ſheriff of -Merionerh, bor not 
Mary Ryce, of the yearly value of forry-four pounds : having made a return of his writ, and of the mem- 
and called ber, elected to ſerve in this preſent parliament, by 
George Ryce 3 who ſaid, he 64 nor know any virtue thereof, D of -6/ greet breach of che 
farm, called Home-Farm, or Bryan's Farm; but privilege of this houſe. 
he rents a farm, called Whiteley-hill, which is all = Ordered, the ſaid ſheriff be, for his fd offence, 
warren land, except about ſeven or eight pounds a taken into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attend- 

* d r e pounds yearly to Mr. ing the houſe. 
D "Sk Ir; Brett 20G ant Nov. 9. A petition of Edward Holland, high- 
therein. ſheriff of this county, in cuſtody of the ſerjeant 
That, on Mr. Bruere's part, a conveyance to him at arms, for not making a return of the writ for 
for , by leaſe and releaſe, dated thy. 16 and ad elefting a knight of — ſhire for this county, Jr 
N | ; 


out af the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms. 


The Borough of M1Di#vuRsT. 


his and 
r — 


Ordesed, dat the läd Mr; Holland be 


to tha bar, to-morrow morning, c be examined 
touching 


the the return of the ſaid writ. 
10th. Mr. Edward Holland, the ' high-ſheriff of 


this county, was (according to order) brought to the 
bar, and examined; touching his not making a re- 


turn of the writ for the ele&ing-a-knight to ſerve 
for the ſaid county: and he 


— thn (48s —I Xs 


A motion was made, and the queſtion put, that 


Vie, Robert Nanny, che under- eriff of this county, 


MID HU Rs r. 
Inis borough ia within the county of Suſſex, 


acquainted the houſe, 
emo er ner — him to find it was not re- 


procured himſelf to be returned, with Mr. Lewkner: 
and praying &. 

Ordered to be referrec᷑ to rang edn 
vileges and elections, to examine and report tht mat 
ter, with their opinion. 


Feb. 4. Ordered, Sir 1 Peachy have liberty 
to withdraw his petitio 

Nov. 24, 1768. A Selig of Thomas Meredyth, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late elec- 
tion for members to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough, chte petitioner, Laurence Alcock, and Ro- 
bert Ortnes, efquires, were candidates : that the right 
of election there, is in ſuch as hold by burgage- 
tenure only ; but at the ſaid eleckion, Richard Cob- 
den, the bailiff, polled ſeveral perſons, who had no 
right of voting, and refuſed divers others, who 


formerly polled at other elections; by means where- 


of, and of other illegal practices of Mr. [Alcock 


and Mr. Ormes, procured themſelves to be elected 
and returned, in prejudice of the petitioner and of 
the rights' of the ſaid borough: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar on the 3d day 
of February next. But it did not come to be heard 
until 

March 8. The houſe proceeded to the 1 of 
the election for this borough : and the counſel on 


both ſides were called in. 


And the petition of Mr. Meredyth, was read, 


and the counſel were heard, and feveral witneſſes exa- 
mined. And being withdrawn; ; Reſolved, 


That Lawrence Alcock, eſquire, is duly elected 
@ burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, | 

- Reſolved, chat Robert Orme; eſquire, i is not duly 


and hath ſent members to parliament from elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this 
2 | 


|. were elected in the county-court in the 2d of Henry - Refolved, that Thomas Metedyth, eſquire, is 
t. R che-fifth : after which I find no memoirs till rde duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
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ngle- 


returned. by the bailiff, the public officer of the ſaid 
town, ſhall fit, as a member of this houſe, till the 
election be avoided. 

Reſolved: upon: the queſtion, that Mr. Cawley, 
returned as one of the burgeſſes for this borough, 
but not by the public officer, ſhall not ſit as a mem- 
ber of this houſe; till his election be decided. 

Feb. 15. Upon Mr. Maynard's further report, 
reſolved upon the queſtion, that Mr. Cawley and 
Mr. May are well returned, to ſerve as burgeſſes for 
this town; and ought to ſit as members of this houſe, 
worth: ſhall not ſit as a burgeſs in the houſe for this 
town, upon this return. 

. Reſolved, that the bailiff of this town be required 
to come hither, to amend his return for Mr, 


| 20th. The baik# of this borough, according to 
a former order, came hither to the bar; and-amend- 
ed one of the indentures of return of burgeſſes for 


this town ; and the other was taken off the file. 


Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Sir Henry Peachy, 
knight, was read; ſhewing, the petitioner was duly 
elected a member to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough, with John Lewkner, eſquire; 


but, by undue practices, Sir William Morley hath 


ment for this borough. 

Ordered the clerk of the Crown to amend the 
return, 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of Thomas Meredyth, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner and 
Lawrence Alcock, eſq; were duly choſen burgeſſes to 


,  ferve in this parliament for this borough, and ought 


to have been returned, they being elected by a ma- 
jority of ſuch as hold by Vita -tenure, who only 
have a right to vote for the ſaid borough ; but 
Thomas Pratt, the bailiff, refuſed to poll ſeveral 
good votes for the petitioner, and polled ſeveral 
that were not ſo, for Robert Orme, eſquire, whom 
he hath returned with Mr, Alcock, in prejudice of 
the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 21, 1716. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of Sir John Forteſcue Aland, made a baron of the 


Exchequer. 


MIDDLESEX. 


HIS county is part of the dominion of the 

Eaſt Saxons, within which is contained the 
city of London, the preſent metropolis of the king- 
dom of England ; and has been repreſented in par- 
liament from the time of the firſt general ſummons 
of knights of the ſhire, in the reign of King Edward 
the firſt. In the 12th of Edward the ſecond, the 
ſheriff returned two knights of the ſhire, and certi- 


fies further in theſe words 


Ego 


392. The County of MIDDLESEX and Borough, of MiLBORNR-PORr. 


B. P. R. 
174. 


Ego Willus de Norwyco, vic. Midd. ifiud pobis 
dedi reſponſ. et vobis fignifico—2uod non , eft  aliqua, 
civitas ſeu burgus in com. prod. preterquam civitas Lon- 
don 701 per ſeipſam pro comitat. 3 et ad quam, 
præd. com. Middleſex eft anneratus, and within, this, 
county, being the city of Weſtminſter, where the 
parliament was uſually held, the knights h. 8 poly; 
their fees for attendance, and no 2 At 
ing and going as in other counties. Oy: 

No ek concer election appears 1 
the Reformation; but there was a diſpute, in regard 
to the payment of the n of which hunk Prop! 


per to take notice. 
In the 2d year of King Hen. u. V. the] biſhop of, 
Fulham 


London complained Tat Fig 3 Knight — 
ts 


were taxed towards the 
the ſhire for this — vpop which a; writ iſſued 
ſhould ap, 


for diſcharging che ſad renancs, in cale it 
pear. "war Hey bal nor. Form etly been taxed, which. 
writ, will be found i int th Appendix. 8 215 


relating t. to its elections c o not e pag, the 
century. 

OR. 26, 1680. The Vous taking notice, that one, 
Mr. Dangerfield (an evidence concerning the 
plot) had in his r mentioned Sir Rohert 


Peyton, 2 member of this 2 bovis; [knight, of, the; 
, it 100 


Ordered, that — touching Sir Robert 


Peyton, contained! in che {aid informatign, be exe 
amined by a committee ; and Colanel Titus, . 
others, were appointed a committee for this purpoſe, 
ro meet, at three a in the afternoon, in the, 
Speaker's chamber. f * 

W Ordered, chat Mr, Papillon, and others, 


to the ſaid committe Po 1TH 2 3 1 
5 10. Ordered, the chairman o 1 — 


on the morrow ] 


do make report of Si Roben b 
morning and that Sir, K 982 Feten e at-, 
tend 1 in his place. | 10109 ein 103 zen 
41th. _ Ordered, the ſame "Topper he vn 
Tueſday next. W 
14th, Sir William Raberts reported the matter 
But the report js not inſerted in the Journal. vp 
Sir Robert Peyton was heard in hig defence: and 
being withdrawn; and the matter being debated . in 
the houſe the houſe. made this vote. 8 95 
It appearing to this houſe, by at 
the dar aud the confeſſion 1. de Robert Peyton 
in his place, that Br Robert Peyton had ſecret ne: 
gotiations with the Duke of York, by means of, 
the Earl of Feterborough, Mrs, Cellier and Mr. 
Cadbury, at ſuch time when „ turning the 
popiſli plot on the 1 v8 neren 
Qrdered, * dobert Peyton, be expelled this 
houſe ; and that. Robert Peyton be brought to 
the bar, and do receive the cenſure of the houſe on 
his knees from Mr. Speaker. 
The ferjeant at arms acquainted. che houſe, that 
Sit Robert Peyton had abſented himſelf, ſo chat he, 
could not be found; 4 


» dd #0 


Ordered, that the ſaid Sir Robert Peyton be taken 
into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, and be brought 
to the bar of this houſe. 

15th. Ordered that Sir Robert Peyton, being im 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe, 
be brought to the bar; and do receiye the cenſure. 
of this houſe upon his knees, from Mr. Speaker; 


and that he be then diſcharged enn fire CAN 
finement, Paying his fees. 


Ordered, Mr. Speaker . do. 1 for a 
new writ, for the election of a Knight of che ſhire»: q 


for this county, in the of Sir Robert 
expeled this houſe. n — 


daft, int 


Oct. 25, 1742+; A petition of Henty Barker, ef. 
quire, "was read; ſhewing, that at-che eltiich or 
members to ſerve ini this parlament for this county, 
the, petitiqner; the honourable James Bertie, eſquire, - 
Sir John, Auſtin, hanonet. Sin Sarge Gook, knight, 
and William Withers, eſquirei ware candidates; and 
the ſaid Sir John Muſtin, by bien ar his agents; did 
procure, great; numbers of perſons, to vote for him. 
„ whawere; not legal., yoters hat by ſuch proceed 

ings, together with ſexeral other: indirect practices, 
the ſaid, Sig Jahn Auſtin bad. ꝓroauted himſelf to be 
returned in prejugice to the petitioner : and, pg 
ing &c. ** * ln EBRD bun 01135 
Ordered t9:he referred: to the commitree of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and 
matter thereof, math their, erinzen Non AM bai 

vir be ib erw.; Landtag ban ni 5a % 544 
120 U3 i2dmacg 219.115 je $1947 10 FTTH 
[as 37: ME LA RN E-P-QRT, | 
5:12. ia 18 3 b415! o eie mid er munen 

boraugbv is bunte m the-borders of the 
county of Somerſoti: Atotturtd burgeſſes to 


Charles the, firſt, hen it wa reſtared : of whitth, 
and, ther masers relating to gleftions;” I havS 
with the following mnemairs.. rie Qs g 16k 
ow: 15 ne M Hakwyll . reported, from 
for privileges, &c. concerning; this: 
Weobly in Herefordſhire, Who anti- 

ently m_ burgeſſes to parliament, and have diſcon- 


tinued long. — 22 I. chey f ſent burgeſſes 
ſo 28 Edw. I. Tn b — O_— 


Tamer: +> Thatemecy ol the records: periſhed; 
a parliaments vir. from the adh of Ed 


the firſt dhe gd af Edwardithe fecond/:-c That: 


boroughs did ſometimes ſend; ſometunes farbear, in 


reſpect af poverty, nat being able te pay tlie bur | 


_ _— — writ, every antient borough 
burgeſſez t. Ihe bounds hertof 
— — -borgughs.11/ 2. Pay (burgage-- 
— eit: e eee en 16 no baByin 
- Br/Quinzigne. s to pay tentlis, being a borough; 
and not fifteenths; and therefore ought to ſend 
bungeſſes. Ihe cammitter ſatisſied, theſe boroughs 
aught, 10 end butgeſſes ; anale me long difcon-» 
tinuance no loſs: of it. This no franchiſt / which 
may be loſt : hut 4: ——— 
roughs of Ilcheſter, Pomfret, and Hertſord, 18 Jac. 
red3 ſo chte in Buckinghamſhire, 21 J 
* queſtion, this boraugh Was an antient bo- 
rough, and ent burgeſies to the parliament and 
ought to be enn che right of ſending bur- 
geſſes to parliamentitii.. 
Upon queſtion, : a 3 iſſue out, under 
Mr, Speaker's hand, far the writ to be made; tor 
election for this borou gd. 
_Avguſt 131 7660. Qtdered, that Mr. Henry Mil- 
borne be ſummoned to anſwer: the miſdemeanor, 
with which he is charged, in. talcing from che clerk: 
of the Crown the writ ſor an election of à burgeſs, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for chis borough; 
and in keeping the ſame unexecuted ; whereby the 


: 46-2 494141 1 1 | | 


May 185 2661. — Charleton 3 
the committee; touching the return for this borough, 
That Francis Wyndham, eſquire, and Michael Mal- 

| by one indenture ; and 


are returned by another 
ko i returned by one, as 
: 2 


other 


parhament,iathe:2fith/2.8th, hd and 35th of Edward Willi, 
the firſt ; but then ggaſech untibethe rtign df 


1749. 461. 


houſe e of a meaber es ferve fot the fd | 
borough... 


as am_—C{. x  c MM oOuOu Das 0 —_ 3 


r „e „ „ „ ms He 


other return concludes— 7 cujus rei teſtimonium, vice- 
comes alteri parti figillum ſuum appoſuit ; and ſo the 
ſame appears to be rather a counter- part, and no 
original: and ſo the opinion of the committee is, 
that the laſt is no return; and that the ſaid Francis 
Wyndham ought to ſit, till the merits of the cauſe 
be determined: whereto the houſe agreed. 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of John Henley, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that he was candidate for this 
borough ; for which place Sir Thomas Travel was, 
and is, one of the capital bailiffs, to whom the pre- 
cept was, and ought to be, directed; who, to give 
colour that himſelf might be elected, pretended to ſwear 
and admit Guy White and — Snook as his deputy- 
bailiffs; though the ſole power of the ſaid office re- 
mained in Sir Thomas Travel: that a great number of 
qualified perſons voted for the petitioner ; but Sir 
Thomas Travel procured his deputies to return him- 
ſelf, though incapable of being elected by reaſon 
of his ſaid office, as adviſed : and praying &c. 
Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 

Oct. 26, 1702. A petition of John Henley, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, the petitioner, Sir Thomas Travell, 
and John Hunt, eſq; were candidates; and the peti- 
tioner had a majority of legal votes of Mr. Hunt, and 
was declared duly choſen in the hall and at the 
public croſs, and was accordingly returned by Mr. 
Snook, one of the bailiffs of the ſaid borough; but 
Guy White, the other bailiff, was prevailed on by 
Mr. Hunt to return him with Sir Thomas Travel; 
by reaſon of which the petitioner Is greatly injured : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion 

27th. A petition of John Hunt, eſquire, was 
read ; ſhewing, that at the election of members to 
ſerve in this "preſent parliament for this borough, 
the petitioner, Sir Thomas Travel, and John Hen- 
ley, eſquire, were candidates; and Sir Thomas 
Travel and the petitioner had a majority of legal 
votes, and were returned by Guy White, one of 
the bailiffs of the ſaid borough, under the proper 
ſeal of the ſaid borough ; yet Mr. Hunt hath pre- 
vailed with William Snook, the other bailiff, to re- 
turn him, and Sir Thomas Travel by another in- 
denture, in prejudice of the petitioner : and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of Thomas Medlycott, eſquire, was 
read ; ſhewing, there are ſeveral capital bailiwicks 
within this borough, of which Sir Thomas Travell 
has fivez and by turns the capital bailiffs nominate 
the under-bailiffs, who are the magiſtrates of the ſaid 
town, and to whom the precept for electing burgeſſes 
to parliament is directed; and who have the form- 
ing of the liſts of the voters, management of the 
election, and return of the -precept. That, this 
year, Sir Thomas Travel had the naming of both 
the bailiffs, whereby, in effect, he is returned by him- 
ſelf : that ſoon after the late King's death, Sir Thomas 
Travel, by his agent Edward Feltram, diſtributed 
great doles of corn to many of the electors, and 
another dole juſt before the election; by which il- 
legal practices, the ſaid Sir Thomas Travel pro- 


cured himſelf to be returned, though neither duly 
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elected or returned, as the petitioner conceives : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Nov. 14. The houſe being informed that the peti- 
tion of Thomas Medlycott, eſq; againſt the election 
of Sir Thomas Travel, is appointed to be heard 
with the matter of the double return for the ſaid 


borough, and the petitions relating thereunto, al- 


though the ſame be diſtinct from the petitions or 
the matter of the double return ; and by that means 
comes on ſooner to be heard, than otherwiſe it 
would; and that Sir Thomas Travel (who is lately 
come from his command in Ireland) cannot be pro- 
vided ſo ſoon to make his defence; 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, that they do not 
hear the matter of the ſaid Mr. Medlycot's petition 
with the matter of the ſaid double return, but that 
the ſaid petition be appointed to be heard in courſe. 

Dec. 4. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday 
next. 

8th. Mr. Bromley reported from the committee 
of privileges, the matter of this election and the 
double return, upon the petitions - of Mr. Henley 
and Mr. Hunt. | 


It appeared, Mr. Hunt was returned by one bai- 


liff, and Mr. Henley by the other. That upon the 
poll the numbers were—for Mr. Henley 77—for 
Mr. Hunt 46— That both agreed this was a bo- 
rough by preſcription ; but the counſel for Mr. 
Henley inſiſted, that the right of election was in the in- 


habitants, paying aquit-rent to the Queen Dowager, 
and not receiving alms: and the counſel for Mr. 


Hunt inſiſted, that the right of election was in the 
nine capital bailiffs, their two deputies, in the nine 
commonalty ſtewards, and in the inhabitants paying 
ſcot and lot. * 

That as to the point of right, Mr. Henley 8 8 
called Raymond and Gerrard, who could ſpe 
forty and fifty years; and they ſaid, the uſage had 


been to admit all houſekeepers, not receiving alms, 


to vote. 

Hymore ſaid, he had been ſteward ten or 
twelve years; and the method was to call over the 
voters by a liſt, which he did at this election; and 
that the inhabitants, not receiving alms, had al- 
ways been admitted to poll: but owned exceptions 
had been made to ſuch as did not pay ſcot and 
lot. 

That the counſel for Mr. Hunt admitted, that 
for forty years, the inhabitants not receiving alms, 
though they did not pay ſcot and lot, had been ge- 
nerally admitted to poll, to prevent diſturbance hy 
the meaner people; but that they had been objected 
to, and the right never was determined: and ſaid 
further, that during Oliver's uſurpation, the inhabit- 
ants at large were admitted to poll; but, before that, 
only ſuch as paid ſcot and lot yoted ; and to prove 


this, they produced ſeveral returns, and called ſe- 


veral witneſſes. 

The return of 4 Car. I. between the ſheriff of 
the county of Somerſet, of the one part, and the 
bailiffs, ſix others, burgeſſes of this borough, cum 
multis aliis inbabitantibus burgi preditti, ſcilicet, twelve 
others named, electorum duorum burgens. ad parlia- 
mentum ; qui, ut major pars totius burgi pred. tunc 
ibid. exiſtent. eligerunt. 

The return 16 Car. made between the bailiff and 


burgeſſes ; and therein it is expreſſed, that the bai- 
| 12 liffs 


% 


uns and burgeſſes fubſeribing, with the whole af 
ſent and conſent of the burgeſſes thet᷑e, elected: 
ſigned by the two bailifs, and ſix others. 
Caleb Barret, aged ſeventy- three, ſaid, that the 
capital bailiffs, and commonalty ſtewards, and ſueh 
as paid to church and poor, only voted, till Oliver's 
time; and particularly ſpoke to the Oxford parlia- 


ment, when thoſe, who did not pay ſcot and lot were 


rejected: and being examined, as to thoſe that ſigned 
the return 16 Car. he was poſitive to all, but two, 
paying ſcot and lot. He ſaid, others did vote, beſides 
thoſe named in the rerurn of 16 Car. but they were 
the ſubſtantial men of the borough. 

They alſo read the return of 1 Jac. II. which con- 
cludes, © that the ſaid burgeſſes and electors, being 
the greateſt part of the ſaid burgeſſes and electors, 
e inhabitants, houſholders, and payers of ſcot and 
lot, in the ſaid borough, had put their hands and 
s ſeals to the return. 

Edward Pranke faid, that ſuch members, as were 
returned for the ſaid borough, had always the 
greater number of the bailiffs and their deputies, 
of the ſtewards, and burgeſſes, though thoſe, who 
did not pay to church and poor, have been permit- 
ed to vote: that he could ſpeak for thirty years; 
and he has heard his father, and ſeveral old men, 
ſay, the right was ſo: and that Mr. Hunt, and other 
gentlemen, had always objected to them who did 
not pay ſcot and lot; and that, in the ſeveral elec- 
tions of Mr. Hunt, he had always the majority of 
ſuch, as paid ſcot and lot. 

Mr. Bell, a ſervant of Mr. Hunt, gad, his maſ- 
er had den ob) jected to ſuch who did not pay ; 
buy ther pol enen to hinder a mutitty; and 

Mr 


t this time demanded a return, ac 


cording to the majority of ſuch as paid ſoot and Tot; 

and ſo did Mr, Henley at firft. 

t. Upon this the commirtee refotved,. = 
That the right of election of burgeſits; to ge 


in this present baker for this borough, is only 


ih the capital-bailiffs and their deputies, 
monalty ftewards, and inhabitants thereof, paying 
ſtot and lot, 

That, upon this head, of not paying ſcot and 
lot, Mr. Henley took off twenty-one of Mr. Hunt's 
voters. Some evidence was given as to others, 
who did not pay; but it was anſwered, they were 
capital bailiffs, or their deputies. 

That Mr. Hunt, upon this head of not paying, 
took off fifty-eight of Mr. Henley's voters. 

2. Thereupon the committee reſolved, _ 

That John Hunt, eſquire, is duly elected à bur- 
geſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

The ſaid reſolutions, deing twice read, were 
agreed to by the houſe : and Mr. Henley's return 
ordered to be taken off the file. 

Nov. 14, i705. A petition of Sir Richard New- 
rhan, bart. and Henry Devenifh, eſquire, was read; 


ſhewing, that at the election of members to ſerve in 


this * parliament for this borough, the peti- 
tioner, and Sir Thomas Travell, and Thomas 
Medlycot, eſquite, were candidates; that the right 


of election there hath, time out of mind, beth in 


the capital bailiffs and their deputies, the ſtewards, 
and all the inhabitants of the borough, poſſeffing of 


occupying a burgage-houſe; that, according to fuck 
_ aficient right, the petitioners had a great majority 


of voices, and ought to have been — but 
the proper officers to take the poll, and ike 


the return, refuſed to allow the votes of divers qua- 


lied perſons, and alſo refuſed to 1 the petiti- 


"The — of MrtponnePonn. 


otiers, to their great injury: and praying, the 
houſe will take into — conſideration the ancient 


. ͤ on amatge=4t bur ora wy 


Oel. to be referred to the committee of 
and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. - 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of Giles Hayne, ef. 
quire, was read; ſhewing, the petitioner, Sir Tho- 
mas Travell, knight, Thomas Medlycot, and Wil- 
liam Bellamy, efquires, were candidates for this bo- 
rough, to be elected burgeſſes; that Guy White and 
. + + . Barret, under-bailiffs of the faid bo 
refaſed to take the votes of ſeveral that offered to 
poll for the petitioner, and had a right to vote, 
and, by other irregular practices, the ſaid Sir Tho- 
mas Travell and Mr. Medlicot procured themſelves 
to be returned; whereas, if the perſons who offered 
to vote for the petitioner had been 2 he would 
have been choſen and returned: and praying 
&c. 

And the houſe being informed that the petitioner 
was dead; and that he had declared, it was his 
intent to withdraw his petition ; ordered, that the 
faid petition do lie upon the table. 

26th. A petition of Thomas Searl, John Breet, 
and ſeveral other inhabitants of this borough, who 
pay ſcot and lot within the ſaid was read; 
ſhewing, that Sir Thomas Travell, and Thomas 
Medlyeot, eſquire, did, at the laſt election of mem- 
bers, to ſerve in this parli for this borough, 
procute themſelves to be elected and returned, by 
reaſon of divers ifregular practices done by them- 
ſelves and agents, and alſo by che capital bailiffs, or 
their deputies, and ſub-bailiffs ; wheteby the peti- 
rioners were moſt unjuſtly deprived of giving-their 
votes purſuant to their ancient rights, and thereby 
they are unduly repreſented in this preſent parlia- 
ment: and praying they may be heard what: they 
have to offer relating to the 1 to be 
relleved, as the houſe ſhall think fit. 

Ordered, that the merits of this cle&ion and 
return be heard upon Tueſday the cy March 
next. | 
Nov. 47, 1710. A petition of Wiltiam Malet, 
quires, and alſo a petition of the inhabitants of 
c borgngh, were left with the clerk. ? 
Dee. 1ſt. Ordered, that Mr. Malet, and the in- 
habitants of this borough, have leave to withdraw 
their ſai} petitions. 71 Tg 97. 

June 18, 1717. A petition of Charles Stanhope, 
efquire, was fead'; ſhewing, that the petitioner 
ſtood candidate; for burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of John Cox, eſquire, deceaſed; and the pe- 
titioner Had the majority of legal votes upon the 
poll, and was returned, as daly elected, to the ſhe- 
riff, by George Man and Robert Evered, the two 
capital: prefiding bailiffs, who were preſent at the 
ſaid election: that Guy White, the elder, and John 
Barrett, alias Barwick; who were appointed by the. 
capital-Balifs; but had not qualified themſelves 
for thoſe employments according to law, by taking 
the oaths and receiving the ſacrament; yet being 
influenced by Michael Harvey, eſquire, the other 
candidate, took upon themſelves to return him, as 
duly choſen, to the ſheriff, who aceepted thereof, 
and refeſed the" Nttloser; arid the ſaid Michael 
Harvey, by bridety, connning, and threatening the 
voters of the - got ſeveral perſons to vote 
for him, though leſs in fumber than Echols for the 


petitioner; ind the fab dals refulsd to — 
a ve 


— 


ſvera legal yotes for de petcone POSE 


—_— it be referred to the commitree of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion ; and ordered an 
inſtruction to the committee, to hear the matter of 
the faid petition to-morrow fortnight. 

June 26. A motion was made for an inſtruction 
to the committee to hear the matter of this petition 
on Monday ſeven · night, but it was diſagreed to. 

July 5. Ordered the report to be received on de 
morrow. 

6th. Mr. Hampden, according to order, report- 
ed from the ſaid committee, the matter of the ſaid 
election, as follows. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in the 


capita]-bailifts and their deputies, in the common- 


_ ſtewards, and inhabitants paying 1 and 


The poll was For Mr. Harvey, 27. 
The petitioner, 22. | 

The petitioner objected to thirteen of Mr. Har- 
vey's voters; and alledged they ſhould add even 
to the petitioner's poll, and called 

Joſeph Raymond and John Wilkins; who ſaid, 
John Mores lives at Sherborne, and William Bayn- 
ton lives with his mother Mrs. Hallet; and Samuel 
Haller his father-in-law pays and voted for the ſame 
houſe. | f 

Lewis ſaid, Richard Lambert aſked votes for Mr. 
Harvey, and offered the witneſs five guineas to vote 
for him. 


Bret faid, Guy White, junior, aſked votes for 
Mr. Harvey ; and aſked the witneſs for his vote, and 
gave him five guineas for it. 

John Bowden ſaid, Guy White, junior, gave Ben- 


| Jamin Cox five guineas for his vote for Mr. Harvey, 


as both White and Cox owned to the witneſs. 
Mrs. Hallet ſaid, ſhe gave William Baynton, 
her ſon, five guineas, which Guy White junior 
had given her, for his vote for. Mr. Harvey. 
Joſeph Raymond ſaid, Rob. Curtis owned he had 
five guineas of Mr. Harvey's money for his vote. 
Mr. Grandy faid, that ſome time before the elec- 


tion he aſked Charles Martin to vote for Mr. Med- 


lycot's friend, and he promiſed he would ; but after 
told the witneſs, he was engaged for Mr. Harvey ; 
and ſaid, he had loſt five guineas the laſt election, 
by ſtaying for Mr. Medlycot's friend, and was re- 
ſolved not to loſe five more now. 

John Bowden named four of the aforeſaid voters, 
and four others of Mr. Harvey's voters; who were 
treated the morning before the election at Noakes', 
who ſolicited votes for Mr. Harvey. 
The two ſub-bailiffs, Guy White ſenior, and 
John Barrett, who voted for Mr. Harvey, were ex- 
cepted to by the petitioner's, counſel, as not having 
qualified themſelves for that office, by receiving the 


| ſacrament, and taking the oaths appointed by 


To add ſeven to the petitioner's poll, viz. Wil- 


lam Cox, John Sprint, Richard Wilmoth, James 


Medlycot, eſquire, William Chamberlain, Joſhua 
Barrett, and George Baynton; 
1 all offered their votes for the 


Le — by Con's leafs he is ze 6 pay 
all rates and taxes. 


William Raymond ſazd, Cox 8 an inhabitant, 
aud an houſekeeper, and paid mar. 
rer ? & 

Joſepfi Raymond ſaid, John Spring de an howſe-- 
lteeper and an inhabitant; has a houſe and land 


* 


worth 12 1. a year; was ſtruck out of the rate three 
years ago againſt his own deſire ; and the fub-bailiff 
has refuſed him out of antipathy. 

It a to the committee that in February 
laſt, he made a purchaſe of four acres of land at this 
borough, which coſt him 33 1. and he had feveral 
times deſired to be rated, but denied; though his 
land was formerly rated and payed the rates. 

Raymond ſaid, Richard Willmoth rents land to 
the value of 201. a year; which land is rated and 
he pays the rate, tho* his brother's name, of whom 
he rents it, is in the book. 

It was proved on the petitioner's part and ad- 
mitted by the ſitting- member, that Mr. Medlycot 
is one of the capital-bailiffs ; which capital-bailiffs 
are by tenure in right of their eſtates; and 
Mr. Medlycot purchaſed his capital bailiwick, 
and has the lands by which he claims to be capital 
bailiff. 

Wilkins ſaid, William Chamberlain has an houſe 
in this borough; part of which he has let, and re- 
ſerves the other part for himſelf; that he has goods 
there, and is rated, and pays the rates; and Joſhua 
Barrett is rated, and pays the rates. 

Mr. Grandy ſaid, George Baynton has land of 
inheritance at this borough of ſeven pound per an- 
num, is rated, and pays ſcot and lot for it. 

In anſwer to theſe objections, it was inſiſted on 
by Mr. Harvey, that Guy White and John Barrett 
the ſub · bailiffs, are not ſuch officers as are required 
by law to receive the Sacrament, or take the oaths, 
to qualify them for their office; and that the chief 
bali, to whom they are deputies, do not take 
the oaths; nor is it requiſite for them fo to do. 

As to the other perſons objected to, they called, 

Edward Oathety ; who faid; John Moores had 
two of three honſes at Milborn-Port, and one in his 
own poſſeſfiore: that he goes to work at Sherborne 
in the day and returns at night: that he pays to 
chereh and poor, and lived there at the election; 
that Baynton has no reſidenee bim at Milborne- Port, 
where he has an eſtate and is rated, and pays to 
church and poor; that William Cox is not, nor 
ever was, uporr the rate; and the witneſs was prefent 
once when Mr. Medlycot, his landlord, upon pay- 
ment of his rent, allowed him his poor-rate ; that 
Cox went off and lived fome time at London. 

That the pariſhioners ſtruek John Sprint out of 
the poor- rate three years ago, not at his own re- 
queſt, but becauſe he refuſed to pay; having, as he 
ſaid, a church of his own, meaning a meeting- 
houſe; and has never been rated ſince, tho' other 
houſes of leſs value are rated. 

That Chamberlain pays ſcot and lot in this Bb- 
rough; but has let his houſe to two tenants, and he 
lives at Sherborne. 
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That Joſhua Barrett has two houſes in this town; 


which he lets to two tenants, and himſelf don't refide 
there. 

Noake ſaid, William Cox had let his houſe to 
Pope, and left the town two months before the 
election. 

That Cox paid no tax or rate; the landlord is 
rated, and Pope the tenant pays the rates. 

That George Baynton works journeywork at 
this borough at weekly wages, and never was 
rated. 

Mr. Harvey's counſel excepted to four of the 
petitioner's voters, viz. Thomas Travell, eſquire, 
Robert Everet, William Acourt, and George Man; 
Who voted as capital in, without being intitled 
ſo to do; and called, 

F John 
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John Noake; who ſaid, neither of thoſe had any 
of the capital-bailiwick lands; but that all-thoſe lands 
were in Sir Thomas Travell and Mr. ct and 
George Man is kept by charity. 

They alſo called, | 

William Brook ; who ſaid, Colonel Stanhope's 
ſexvant offered him eight guineas to vote for the pe- 
titioner; but he voted for Mr. Harvey. 

Noake ſaid, that Robert Baynton, who voted 
for Mr, Harvey, told him, that Colonel Stanhope 


gave him money to vote for the petitioner z and he 


_ he would petition, if he had but two votes. 

That Benjamin Cox, who voted for Mr. Har- 
vey, ſaid, he had fix guineas to vote for the my 
tioner. 

Robert Baynton ſaid, he was offered ſeven gui- 
neas by the petitioner's brother, to vote for the peti- 
tioner. 

Henry Hallet ſaid, he was bd when Samuel 
Hallet aſked William Baynton to vote for the peti- 
tionerz and Baynton anſwering, he had promiſed 
Mr. Harvey, and would be as good as his word; 
Samuel Hallet replied, that the eſquire would lay 
down one hundred guineas upon the table, and he 
ſhould take as much as he would of it for his vote 
but Baynton voted for Mr. Harvey. 

That the petitioner's qualification was objected 
to, 

The particular given in for ſuch amounts to 3461. 


138. and 44. per annum. 


To which Mr. Harvey objected, that 216 1. 135. 
4d. per annum, at Wandſworth in Surry, and a rent 
charge of 1201. per annum out of lands in-Notting- 
hamſhire, are mentioned to be purchaſed by the peti- 
tioner for his life, on the 3 1ſt of May laſt, for 2,5051. 
which they a apprehended not to be a valuable conſi- 
deration; and therefore ſuſpected the purchaſe. 2 

They alſo urged, that ſuch a rent - charge could 
be no part of his qualification, within the meaning 


of the act of parliament, which requires a landed 


intereſt; and that the eſtate charged therewith might 


be ſubject to other reprizes and incumbrances. 


As to the Wandſworth eſtate, they called 


Samuel Walden, one of the tenants thereof, at 


121, yearly; by whoſe evidence it appeared, that ſince 
Midſummer laſt, he had notice to get ready his 
Midſummer's rent, becauſe Mr. Brand had fold 
that, eſtate to the petitioner z which, notice came 
from the perſon to -whom eee his 
rent for Mr. Brand's uſe. 

In anſwer to which was called, 

Mr. Frewen, who ſent this natice 3" 8 ſaid 
Mr. Brand had acquainted him with his having ſold 
his eſtate at Wandſworth to the petitioner; and 
the petitioner was to receive the rent from La- 
dy-day laſt; and the petitioner had deſired him to 
continue to receive thoſe rents for him as he had 
done for Mr. Brand; and that he had accordingly 
made up his accounts to Mr. n de La 
G 
The 3 l inſiſted, 'thes the pur: 
chaſe money was a valuable conſideration; the pur- 
chaſe being for life only, and conſiſting chiefly in 
old houſes; and there could be no n 


_ "That the mines reſolved. open the whole ; | 


That Michael Harvey, eſquire, is not duly elect- 


ed a burgeſa, n for 


this borough. 
That Charles barles Stankape,” claire, is duly'eleted 
burgehs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


s % 


les, together, with the burgeſſes and electots ſigned 


0 . viz. the wg pony of nt wing St. ber., 


The ſaid reſolutions belt ſeverally twice read, 
were agreed unto by the houſe; and the n 
dered to be amended. ee e 4 Lorin. 


3 


Tus borough is kme im:the webe part of 
the county of Somerſet, is an ancient 

and was incorporated by letters patent in the firſt 

year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth; which char- Ann 
ter limits the bounds of the borough in the words tl. , 
following. Per totum burgum de Mynbed ac per totam 
decimam ejuſdem burgi ac per mare infra metas ibidem 
vocat, the full ſea-marks. Et per totam aquam a le 
fayre forlonge ex parte occidental. uſque aquam vocat. 
Donyvoed Water ex parte oriental. et quod omnia et ſin- 

gula meſſuage domus edific. terras tenementa vacua funda 

et ſola guæcungue infra eaſdem bund. met. et limit. de ce- 

tero ſint ac erunt ac reputentur fore et eſſe partes et par- 

cell. dic. burgi de Mynbeeld modo per preſentes in corpus 
corporatum et politicumerect. et imcorporat. 

Tde charter directed. that there ſhould be a provoſt, 
and twelve principal burgeſſes, to be by him nam- 
ed; and the firſt provoſt is named, who is to elect 
the ſaid twelve burgeſſes, who, at Michaelmas year- 
ly, ſhall fill up the body; and ſhall name two per- 
ſons, one of whom ſhall be choſen by the principal 
burgeſſes and freemen within the borough for the 
next year; alſo other privileges: and this grant 
was made, in conſideration of repairing the pier. 

This charter ſubſiſted but a very. ſhort time; for Caſe 
King James the firſt, for breach of the condition, 0%. in 
ſeized the franchiſes, and diſſolved the corporation: 
but attempts were after made to get it reſtored, by 
application to the Crown, but without ſucceſs; and, 
in the year 1667, A quo warranto was e 1d 
judgment given againſt it. 1 12 

The firſt returns to parliament, which e 
were about the e iet the.) Charter 3i and 
the firſt indenture, now remaining, is. 

April 26, 14 Elz. between the ſheriff, of theBre Parl. 
one part; and Henry Slocombes--portieve of the On 
borough, - William. - Dovell, and others named le Pip. 
principal burgeſſes within the faid borough, and 
others the freemen and burgeſles, and others, ed 
by ten or eleven perſons. 

Nov. 6, 30 Eliz. Ln between Henry Berk-z.. Parl, 
ley, knight; ſheriff of the county, and Simon zo Eliz. 
Halſel, portreve of the town. and borough of Mine- 
head, — Luthell, eſquire, and others named, 
and the reſidue of the burgeſſes and inhabitants of 

Oct. 11. 39 Eliz. Between John Stowell, Lights. parl. 
ſheriff of the county, and William portreve of zo Elis. 
the town and borough, William Dovel, and others, 
by name, and the reſidue of the burgeſſes and in- 
habitants of the ſaid town and borough ſigned by 
the portreve and ten burgeſſes. 

Jan. 6. 21 Jac. Between of we one part de parl. 
and John Barker and another, conſtables, and Wil-x iat 10. 
liam Smith and others, burgeſſes and inhabitants. 

Jude 30, 21 George II. between Thomas Coles, gre. pan. 
ſheriff Michael Blake and Edward Lott, conſta-#: G. Il. 


and ſcaled by the conſtables and many inhabitants. 
Theſe are the ancient and modern memoirs of 
the right of election and return of the ſaid borough 
from records; the reſolutions concerning it in the 
Journals of the houſe of commons are theſe. 
Jan. 22, 1562. For that burgeſſes be returned: of. 
divers boroughs not lately returned in the Chan- 


FI ide 


rl. 


rl. 


II. 


head, in Somerſet, &c. Mr. Speaker declared to the 
houſe, that the Lord Steward agreed, they ſhould 
reſort | into the houſe, and, with convenient ſpeed, 
to ſhew letters patents why they be returned to this 
parliament. 

March 3, 1620. Sir George Moore reporteth for 
this borough, That it was, 1 Eliz. incorporated, 
with condition for repair of their harbour: that, 5 Eliz. 
its ſending burgeſſes, queſtioned, others: 
that they ſerved all the Queen's time after, and 
1 Jaci but their corporation and liberties ſeized 


* Query about the 43d of Elizabeth o, for breach of the ſaid 
z Jac. TL condition: that, 12 Jac. they ſent none : therefore 


the opinion of the committee, that, except they 
could find precedents before the 5th of Eliz. their 
election and return void: that they had day given 
them till Tueſday laſt; now further time required: 
upon which the committee doubtful. 
Sir Robert Floyde deſireth liberty till Tueſday 
next, then to be heard by his counſel. —— Tueſday 
next peremptorily ; and then to be heard by counſel 
at the committee. | 

16th. Alledged by the counſel, That this bo- 
rough challenged, not by charter, but by pre- 

jon : that clearly uſed from the 5th of Eli- 
2abeth : that from Edward the fourth's time, till 
the 33d of Henry the eighth, no records kept of 
this 3 and from the 33d of Henry the eighth, ill 
kept. And referred from the committee for the 
continuance of 
NM. B. This is all I find inſerted in \ the Journal; 

but I apprehend it was ſatisfactory to the houſe Z 

for I find, 

May 7, 1621. Mr. Prams moveth for a warrant 


for a ne choice, in the room of Sir R. Lloyd, for 


this pe pen, See ee eee this 
town. - 

Mr. Glanvylle: :—for a new writ. 

Reſolved, a warrant for a new writ. 

11th. A .petition read from Mr. Lutterell for 
this borough; deſiring he may be heard by counſel, 
before a writ go out. 

. Counſel to be heard herein at the committee for 
privileges. 

Mr. Noye :—Not to hear Mr. Lutterell, becauſe 
not his particular intereſt. 

Mr. Hakewell, — contra. 8 

Sir Edward Sa Not to hear Mr. Lutte- 


rell for his own right. 


Nothing more appears in the Journal relating 
to this matter; but the borough continued to be 


repreſented. 
Dec. 22, 1698. A petition of John Sanford, eſ- 


quire, together with the conſtable, and ſeveral of 


the principal inhabitants, of this borough, on the 
behalf of themſelves and divers others, was read; 
ſhewing, that the majority of legal electors of bur- 

to ſerve'in this parliament for the ſaid bo- 
rough, declared they would chuſe the petitioner 


Sanford; but, by bribes, treating, and other undue 


means of Jacob Banks, eſquire, a foreigner, and 


his agents, he procured himſelf to be choſen, and 


returned ; contrary to the law, and prejudicial to the 
privileges of the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine and report the 


matter, with their opinion. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of Samuel Edwyn 
and James Milner, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that at the election for this borough, the petitioners, 


Sir William Wyndham, and Sir John Trevelian, 


The Borough of MINEHE AD. 
| and Mawes, in Cornwall, the borough of Mine- 


baronets, were candidates : that Richard Bradford 
and Robert Slowley, conftables of the ſaid borough, 
behaved themſelves very partial, in favour of the 
ſaid Sir William Wyndham and Sir John Trevelian : 

and that the conſtables declared, ſome time before 
the election, that the ſa Sir William Wyndham 
and Sir John Trevelian ſhould be returned, if they 
had but five votes apiece 3 and that the petitioners 
had a legal majority of the ſitting- members, and 


ought to have been returned: and the ſaid Sir Wil- 


liam Wyndham and Sir John Trevelian, and agents, 
by bribery, &c. and the conſtables being influenced 
by them, and Mr. Mogridge, vicar of this borough, 
and others, prevailed with ſeveral voters for them, 
who had no right to poll, and rejected others for 
the ſaid petitioners, who had a right; and that the 
ſaid conſtables returned the ſaid Sir William Wynd- 
ham and Sir John Trevelian, in prejudice of the pe- 
titioners : and praying &c. 
. Ordered to be heard at the bar of the houſe on 
the 31ſt of May next. 

31ſt, Ordered to be heard on the 23d of June 
next. 


june 23. Ordered to be heard on the 12th day of | 


July next. 
July 12. Ordered to be heard on this day fort- 
night. 

26th. Ordered to be heard on this day fortnight. 

Aug. 9. Ordered to be heard on Thurſday ſeven- 
night next. 

25th. Ordered to be heard on this day ſeven- 

night uext. 

Sept. 1. Ordered to be heard on Saturday next. 

3d. The order of the day being read, the houſe 
proceeded in the hearing of the matter of the ſaid 
election; and the counſel were called in, and the pe- 
tition read : and the petitioners counſel proceeded 
to examine witneſſes, touching the partiality of the 
conſtables, who returned the ſitting-members z and 
alſo to add ſeveral perſons to the petitioners poll, 
who offered to vote for them, and were refuſed by 
the conſtables. 

Ordered to be heard again on Tueſday morning 
next, 

6th. The houſe proceeded in the ſaid hearing, 
and the counſel were called in ; and the petitioners 
counſel examined ſeveral witneſſes, in order to diſ- 
qualify ſeveral perſons, who voted for the ſitting- 
members ; and then ſummed up their evidence. 

Ordered to be heard again on Thurſday next. 

8th. The houſe proceeded in the ſaid hearing, 
and the counſel were called in; and the counſel for 
the ſitting-members examined witneſſes, to diſqua- 
lify ſeveral of the perſons, whom the petitioners 
would have added to their poll. 

Ordered to be heard again on Saturday next. 

| Toth. The houſe proceeded in the ſaid hearing; 
and the counſel being called in: the ſitting- members 
counſel examined ſeveral witneſſes, to diſqualify 
other perſons, who voted for the petitioners, and 
ſummed up their evidence ; and the petitioners 
counſel replied. 

Reſolved, that Sir William Wyndham is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Sir John Trevelian, baronet, is not 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Samuel Edwyn, eſquire, is not 


_ duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent par- 


liament for this borough, 
. I Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, that James Milner, eſquire, is not duly 
elefted a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

Reſolved, that the late election of burgeſſes, to 
ſerve in parliament for gong, is a void clec- 
tion. 

Ordered, that no warrant do ie, duiing this 
ſeſſion of parliament, for the making a new writ, 


for the electing burgeſſes to ſerve in parliarnedr fot 
this borough. 


May 8, 1717. A petition of Joh Jens and 
George James, conſtables, and ſeveral voters of the 
ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, that the conſta- 
bles of the faid borough are the preſiding and re- 
turning officers at all elections of members for the 
ſaid borough : that, at the laft election, the candi- 
dates were Sir John Trevelian, baronet, James Mil- 
ner, Samuel Edwyn, and Thomas Gage, eſquires; 
and notwithſtanding bribery, treating, and many 
other indirect practices uſed by the ſaid Mr. Edwyn 
and Mr. Gage, and their agents, to obtain votes 
for them; yet the ſaid Sir John-Trevelian and Mr. 
Milner had a vaſt majority of legal votes; and were 
by the petitioners, the conſtables, declared to be 
duly cletied: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
the houſe on this day fortnight, with the return of this 
borough. 


Ordered, that Joſeph Brown, eſquire, high-ſheriff. 


of the county of Somerſet, do then attend this houſe. 

. Ordered, that the fail John Jones and George 
James, conſtables of the ſaid borough, do then at- 
tend this houſe with the ſheriff's precept, and the 


returns tendered to the ſheriff, on their behalf. 


Ordered, that the under-ſheriff of the —_ brand 
do then attend this houſe. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid high-ſheriff do w_ with 
him the receipt, that was taken froth the conſtable of 


the ſaid borough, for the precept he cauſed to be de- 
livered to the ſaid conſtable. 


16th. A petition of Sir John Trevelian, baronet, 
and James Milner, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that 
at the laſt eleftion for members of this borough, 
the petitioners, and Samuel Edwyn and Thomas 


Gage, eſquires, were candidates: that, according to 


the antient uſage of the ſaid borough, the right of 


execution and return of the precept is in the coriſta- 


bles of the ſaid borough ; but Joſeph Brown, eſ- 
quire, high-ſheriff of Somerfet, in prejudice of the 
peti tioners, directed his precept burgenfibus et electo- 
ribus burgi de Minbead; however, he took care to 


deliver the ſaid Precept unto one of the conſtables, 


and infiſted upon his return: that the petitioners 
were duly choſen by a majority of legal votes, and 
ſo declared by the conſtables; and notwithſtanding 


indentures, duly executed bythe faid conſtables, and 
the majority of the ſaid burgeſſes and electors, were 


tendered to the faid ſheriff, Yet he refuſed to receive 
the ſame, or to return the petitioners ; but the 
ſheriff, in Prejudice to the petitioners, affixed an 


indenture, prepared by ſome few of the 


and electors, whereby Mr. Edwyn and Mr. Gage 


are mentioned to be elected for the "ſaid borovwgh : 
and praying that the indentures, fo affixed'to 1 


ſaid writ, may te taken off from tlie fartie; and 
dhe indentures, by which the petitioners were re- 


turtied, may, inſtead thereof, Be affxed thereto. 
n e fee lie upon the 


0 tcdlered, that Jofln Brown. 
. do attend this houſe on W 
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nefday tent, When td 


the high - ſheriff and under-ſheriff of the county of Her the ule 0 the conſtables and that the occa- 


are to attend this houſe. 


21ſt. Ordered, that Mr. Zachary Baily, Mr. 
John Vieary, Benjamin Baſtonf Hugh Prote, Wil- 
ham Ring, and John Pitt, do attend this Houſe to- 
morrow morning, when the high-ſheriff and under. 
ſheriff of the county. of Somerſet art tO attend this 
houſe. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown. 40 bring 
with him to-morrow morning, the derum he 
e_ of Somerſet. 

A petition of George ebe e 1580 0 cis 
manor of Alcombe, in the ſaid borough, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioner is informed, chat John 
Jones, and George James, have declared thetriſelves 
to be conftables of the borough aforeſaid ::thar the 
petitioner is lord of the magor, and tything of Al- 
comibe, which is 4 conſiderable part of the ſaid 
borough z and the inhabitants being pot-boilers, 
have always voted at all elections: that the ſaid 
conſtables have no authority in any part of che ſaid 
manor belonging to the petitioner ; but the tything- 
man, chofen-in the ſaid maner, is the only proper 
officer there : and prong he may be head by his 
counſel before any reſolution be made. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition lie upon as table. 

22d. The orders of the day being read; . 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
this houſe to-morrow Sg 6 he return for 
this borough. 

Ordered, that the ſheriff and under- ſheriff of So- 
merſet do then attend this houſe, i 

Ordered, that the ſeveral perſons, who 'were or- 
dered to E to- 
morrow morning. | 

23d. The clerk of the Crown attending, und- ; 
ing to order, with the return for the faid borough ; 

che indenkure of Mr. Edwyn and Mr. Gage, an- 
* to the writ, and returned by the high · ſheriff 
to the clerk of the Crown, dated the 11th of April 
1717, per burgenſes et ele toren burgs, was read; the 
ſneriff's receipt for the writ, dated the gth of April, 
1717, indorſed upon the writ, was read; and alſo 
his return, indorſed per indentur* annex. - - 

Then Joſeph Brown, eſquire, high-ſheriff, was 
called in; and delivered in the receipt, dated the 6th 
of Aptil 1717, which his meſſenger took upon de- 
livery of the precept, ſigned John Jones, conſtable ; 
and he withdrew. 

Then John Jones, one of the conſtables of the 
faid borough, was called in; who produced two 
precepts, with receipts indorſed thereupon ; and two 
Wente of deen which Were redd 3 and Ghe aid 
John Jones withdrew. 

The firſt precept was directed burgens' &t dier: 
dated the 5th'of April 1717. . The receipt indorſed 


thereupon, dated the 6th-of April 1717, per John 


Jones, conſtable. 

The return, dated the 11th of April 1717, per 
conſtabular et communitat” durgi. 

The ſecond precept was directed, Burgen et elec- 
tor, 8 1717. The receipt in- 
dorſed, dated the gth of April 1717, per John 
Jones. 

The return, dated the 12th of April 1717, per 
ens et eleffor* : 
nd the ſaid Mr. Brown the' high-ſheriff, Mr. 
Gddänch the under - ſheriff, the ſaid John Jones, 
and Mr. Blake, one of the burgeſſes, were ſeverally 
called in, and examined upon whoſe evidence it 

peared, that the ſheriff ſent two precepts to 
ede n 

the burger and electors; with orders to de- 


ſion 


ſion of ſending the ſecond precept was, for fear 
there might be a miſtake in the firſt; which had 
been made out by a clerk, in the abſence of the un- 
der-ſheriff: wh | | | 
Andi alſo the ſitting· members, as ſoon as they had 
polled all chey could poll, withdrew from the court 
to Mr. Blake's, a private houſe; and there 
the poll was caſt up, as it ſtood when the ſitting- 
members withdrew ; and upon ſuch caſting up, it 
appeared, that the firting-menibers had the majo- 
rity ; upon which, ſuch of the burgeſſes as with- 
drew from the court with the fitting-members, 
made a return of the ſitting-members ; and imme- 
diatdy diſpatched the ſame to the high-ſheriff : 

That the conſtables went on with the poll for a 
confiderable time after the ſitting-mem were 
withdrawn, and then the books were' cloſed ; and 
upon caſting up the poll it appeared, that Sir John 
Trevelian and Mr. Milner had the majotity ; and 
the conſtables made a return of Sir John Trevelian 
and Mr. Milner accotdingly ; which 'return they 
ſent to the high · ſneriff; but the high-ſheriff refuſed 
to receive the ſaid return, becauſe he had, twenty- 
four hours before that return came to his hands, 
returned the other to the clerk of the Crown; and 
that no precept was annexed to either of the ſaid 
returns, | 

Aſter the witneſſes had been examined, and 
they had been withdrawn; 

A motion was made, and the queſtion put, that 
the merits of the ſaid election and return be refer- 
ed to the committee of privileges and elections; it 
paſſed in the negative. | 

| Reſolved, that the indenture, ſigned by the bur- 
geſſes of this borough, in return to the ſheriff of 
the county of Somerſer's precept, for electing bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in the preſent parliatnent for the ſaid 
borough, not being ſigned by John Jones, one of 
the ſaid burgeſſes, to whom the ſaid ſheriff cauſed 
his precept to be delivered, is an undue and inſuffi- 
cient return. N 
Reſolved, that the indenture, ſigned by the ſaid 
John Jones, and other burgeſſes of the ſaid bo- 
rough, and which was tendered to the ſaid ſheriff, is 
a due and ſufficient return. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do take 
off from the writ the indenture, ſigned by the bur- 
geſſes of the ſaid borough, which is hot ſigned by 
John Jones, one of the ſaid burgeſſes, to whom the 
ſheriff cauſed the ſaid precept to be delivered. 
Ordered, that the ſheriff of the ſaid county of 
Somerſet do receive, and annex to the writ, the 


rgeſſes of the ſaid borough. | 

ered, that the matter of the petition of John 
Jones and George James, conſtables of the ſaid 
borough, be heard at the bar of this houſe on this 
day three weeks. 
Ordered, that the marter of the petition of George 
Speake, lord of the 'manor of Alcombe, in the 
ſaid borough, be heard at the bar of the houſe at 
Ordered, that Samuel Edwyn and Thomas Gage, 
eſquires, have liberty to petition this houſe, in rela- 
tion to the election for the ſaid borough, within 
fourteen days, if they think fit. 3 
June 4. A petition of Thomas Gage, eſquire, and 
Samuel Edwyn, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at 
che laſt election of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, the petitioners, and Sir 
John Trevelian, and James Milner, eſquire, were 
candidates: that at the ſaid election, John Jones 
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indenture ſigned by John Jones, and others of the 


and George James pretended to act as conſtables of 
the ſaid borough; and, as ſuch, to preſide at the 
ſaid election as the returning officers ; which they 
had no right to do; and the actings and doings of 
the ſaid John Jones and George James were con- 
trary to the antient rights and uſage of the ſaid bo- 
rough : that notwithſtanding the petitioners had a 
majority of legal votes, yet the ſaid Sir John Tre- 
velian and Mr. Milner, although not qualified with- 
in the late act of parliament for ſecuring the free- 
dom of parliament, by the farther qualifying of 
members to fit in the houſe of commons, by bri- 
bery, and other indirect practices, procured them- 
ſelves to be returned, in wrong to the petitioners : 
and praying &c, 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

13th. The order of the day being read, for the 
hearing the matter. of the petition of John Jones 
and George James, conſtables of this borough ; and 
of the ſeveral voters, in behalf of themſelves, and 
others the voters of the ſaid borough ; and allo the 
matter of the petition of George Speake, eſq; lord of 
the manor of Alcombe, in the ſaid börough. 

The counſel for the ſaid petitioners, in both pe- 
tirions, were called in; and the petitions were again 
read, and the counſel heard ; and the counſel againſt 
the petition of the conſtables, objecting to the con- 
ſtables proceeding upon their petition z for that the 
queſtion, who was the returning officer, is a matter 
of private property, triable at law ; and that this 
houſe never took upon them to determine ſuch a 
queſtion. 

The counſel withdrew. 

Ordered, that the counſel be called in; and that 
Mr. Speaker do acquaint them, that this houſe will 
not ſuffer them to diſpute the privileges of the 
houſe : and they were called in, and acquainted 
therewith. 
| en the counſel proceeded, and were heard on 
both ſides; and ſeveral witneſſes were examined ; 
and then the witneſſes and counſel withdrew. 

Reſolved, that the conſtables of this borough are 
the proper officers, to whom the precept for elect- 
ing burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 
rough ought to be delivered; and to whom the ex- 
ecution of the ſaid precept doth belong. 

December 3. The petition of Thomas Gage and 
Samuel Edwyn, eſquires, was read, in ſubſtance 
the ſame with the former petition. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter thereof, with their opinion. 

Feb. 6. Ordered, that the committee of privi- 
ledges and elections be diſcharged from proceeding 
upon the ſaid petition. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petition be 
heard at the bar of the houſe on Monday fort- 
night. | 

24th. The houſe proceeded in the hearing of the 
matter of the ſaid petition ; and the counſel were 
called in, and the petition read. 

The counſel for the petitioners acquainted the 
houſe, that the petitioner Mr. Edwyn waved the 
matter of his petition and the petitioner Mr. Gage 
did not conteſt Mr. Milner's election, but ſhould 
proceed to diſqualify ſeveral of the voters for the 
ſitting · member Sir John Trevelian, and to add ſe- 
veral to the poll of Mr. Gage; and thereby ſhould 
make a majority for Mr. Gage; and examined 


ſeveral witneſſes on the petitioners part, touching 
the 
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the right of election: and alſo the fitting-members. 
counſel were heard, and ſeveral witneſſes examined, 
on their part, touching the ſame, 


A motion being made, and the queſtion put, 


- that the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve in this 


preſent parliament for this borough, is in the pa- 
riſhioners of Minehead and Dunſter, being houſe- 
keepers in the borough of 3 and not re- 
ceiving alms. 

An amendment was propoſed, to leave out the 
word “ houſekeepers :” but diſagreed to. 

Reſolved, the right of election of burgeſſes, to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in the pa- 
riſhiofhers of Minehead and Dunſter, being houſe- 
keepers within the borough of Minehead not re- 
ceiving alms. n 

Mr. Speaker W the counke] with the ſaid 
reſolution. | 

And the petitioners counſel proceeded and exa- 
mined witneſſes, in order to diſqualify ſeveral per- 
ſons who offered to vote for the petitioners, but 
were refuſed ; and alſo to diſqualify ſeveral perſons, 
who voted fe the ſitting- members; ſome, as not 
being houſekeepers, and others, upon account of 
bribery. 

It was then moved, to hear the merits of the 
ſaid election, on Wedneſday next, but diſagreed 
to, 

Thea the petitioners counſel examined a witneſs, 
one John Viccary, upon the head of bribery; who 
gave evidence, that Thomas Wickland had confeſſed 
to him, that he had received half a guinea for his 
vote; upon which it was inſiſted on by the ſitting- 
members counſel, that the ſaid Thomas Wickland, 
ſhould be examined, in relation to the diſcourſe that 
the ſaid Viccary. alledged to have between 
them ; which the petitioners counſel oppoſed ; and 
the counſel being heard thereupon. 

Reſolved, that Thomas Wickland be 68 
in the preſence of John Viccary, in relation to the 
diſcourſe that the ſaid Viccary alledged paſſed be- 
tween them two, relating to the money ſaid to be 
confeſſed to be given to the ſaid Wickland, by the 
ſitring-member tor his vote. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the counſel with the ſaid 
reſolution. . 

And the ſaid Viccary and Wickland were called 
in, and Wickland was examined accordingly : and 
the petitioners counſel proceeded ; and other wit- 
neſſes were examined upon the head of bribery. 

It was then moved to proceed farther in the hear- 
ing the merits of the ſaid election on Wedneſday 
morning next; but diſagreed to. 

Then the petitioners counſel proceeded in their 
evidence, and went through the head of bribery. 
Then the petitioners inſiſted, that ſeveral of the 
voters for the ſitting · members were treated before 
the election. | 
It was then moved to adjourn the further hearing 
of the matter of the ſaid election until Wedneſday 
next, and diſagreed to. 

And the petitioners proceeded and examined ſe- 
'veral witneſſes, touching treati | 

It was moved again, to adjourn the farther hear- 
ing of the matter of the ſaid election until Wed- 
neſday next, and diſagreed to. 

Then the counſel for the ſitting-member 

their evidence; and produced Joſeph Alloway to be 
examined as a witnels. 

I The petitioners' counſel objected againſt his being 


examined as a witneſs, as having diſtributed bribes 


at the ſaid election. ; 
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to prove that ſeveral of the petitioners voters were 


Whereupon the counſel were heard. n 

And it was mored, that Joſeph n 
been proved m 
examined as a witneſs in this cauſe. 

An amendment was propoſed to bento axe 
queſtion, by leaving out the word * proved,” andi in- 
ſtead thereof to inſert the word * charged” which, 
was agreed to; and 

Reſolved, that - Joſeph N having ** 
charged to have been a diſtributer of bribes, be ex- 
amined as a witneſs in this cauſe, 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the counſel with the ſaid 
reſolution. 

And the faid Joſeph Alloway and other witneſſes 
were- examined on the litting-member's behalf in 
order to invalidate the petitioners evidence; and 


treated before the election. | 
Then the counſel for the atting⸗ member n 
med uþ their evidence. 
And the petitioners counſel replied. 
Reſolved, that Sir John Trevelian, baronet, is 
duly elected a burgeſa, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. | 
Dec. 16. 1721. A complaint being made to the 
houſe, that although the writ for electing a burgeſs, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
in the room of James Milner, eſquire, deceaſed ; 
iſſued long fince, yet the ſame is not delivered to 
the ſheriff of the ſaid county. 
Ordered, that Mr. Robert Briſcoe, the meſſenger 
attending the great ſeal, do attend this houſe upon 
Monday morning next. 
18th. The houſe being informed that Mr. Robert 
Briſcoe, meſſenger to the great ſeal, attended accord- 
ing to order; he wascalled in; and examined touching 
the mi of the writ for electing a burgeſs to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this in 
the room of James Milner, eſquire, deceaſed; and 
ſaid, he delivered the writ to Mr. Thomas Parker 
on the goth of Nov. laſt, and produced a receipt 
from the ſaid Mr. Parker for the fame : which receipt 
(whereby the ſaid Mr. Parker promiſed to deliver 
the writ to the ſheriff with all convenient ſpeed,) was 
read; and the houſe being acquainted, that the ſaid 
Mr. Parker was at the door; he was called in and 
examined ; and owned the receiving the writ from 
Mr. Briſcoe : and ſaid, he delivered it to one John 
Fox, on the firſt day of December inſtant, who 
promiſed to deliver it to the ſheriff; but that he 
had not ſeen or heard of the ſaid John Fox ſince, 
and. then the ſaid Mr. Parker withdrew. 
Ordered, the matter of the ſaid complaint be ad- 
journed till Thurſday ing next. 
. Ordered, Mr. Robert Briſcoe, Mr. Thomas Par- 
ker, and the ſaid John Fox do then attend. 
21ſt. The houſe reſumed the matter of complaint, 
touching the miſcarriage of the writ ; and the houſe 
called upon the ſerjeant at arms to give an account, 
whether the ſaid John Fox did then attend, purſu- 
ant to the order of the houſe. 
And the ſerjeant's meſſenger, being called in, ac- 
quainted the houſe, that he had endeavoured to ſerve 
the ſaid John Fox with the order for his attendance 
this day, but he could not find him ; and was in- 
formed he was gone into the country. 
. Ordered, the ſaid matter be farther conſidered 
on the 11th day of January next; and that 
Mr. Briſcoe, Mr. Parker, and John Fox do' then 
attend. | 
Jan. 8. A petition of John Thomas and John 
Floyde, conſtables of this borough, was read; 


ſhewing, 
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was Higned by them and rendered to the high-ſherif 


the county. 
And he annexed the ſame accordingly. 
Reſolved, that John Viccary and Joſeph Sherry, 
er NN NN 


r : | 
ry be, for their ſaid offence, taken into the cuſtody of 
the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe. i 

Reſolved, that the farther conſideration of the pe- | 
. | tition of John Thomas and John Floyd, conſtables | 
The Journal of the houſe of the 13th of June, of this borough, be adjourned ill this day ſon- j 
1717; relating to the right of returning members to night. | 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, was read. Ordered, that Henry Strode, eſquire, late high- — 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend ſheriff of the county of Somerſet, Mr. . . . Day late : 
this houſe to-morrow morning with the return of under-ſheriff, and William Blake eſquire, do then at- [| 
a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this borough, tend. 0 ( 
in the room of James Milner, eſquire, deceaſed; Ordered, that Sir Richard Lane, knight, be at | 

The houſe being informed, that John Thomas liberty to petition this houſe, in relation to the late 
cid bobs Sond the petitioners, were attending at election of a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for 
the door with the return by them tendered to the „WWP | 
high-ſheriff of the county of Somerſet; fit. t 

Ordered, that the ſaid John Thomas and John 11th. Ordered, that Mr. Strode, county- clerk to | 
Flayde, , conſtables of the ſaid borough, do at- the late high-ſheriff of the county of Somerſet, do | 
tend this houſe to-morrow morning with the re- attend this houſe on Tueſday ſeven-night. | 1 
turn which was tendered by them to the high-ſheriff The houſe reſumed the farther conſideration of i 
of the ſaid county. | the matter of the miſcarriage of the writ for elect- = 

gth. The clerk of the Crown attending, according ing a burgels to ſerve in this preſent parliament for | 
to order, with the return of a burgeſs to ſerve mm this borough : and John Fox attending according to i 
this preſent parliament for this borough, in the room order, he was called in and examined ; and then he # 
of James Milner, eſquire, deceaſed withdrew. | 

The ſaid return was read; which was ſigned by Reſolved, that John Fox, being employed to car- 
ſeveral of the burgeſſes of the ſaid borough: and ry the writ for the late election of a burgeſs to 
alſo the precept of the ſheriff, directed to the bur- ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
geſſes and electors of the ſaid borough, was read; has been guilty of a breach of truſt, in delivering the 
but there was not any indorſement on the back of ſame to a candidate. : 
the ſaid precept; and John Thomas and John Ordered, that the ſaid John Fox be, for his ſaid _ 
Floyde, conſtables of the ſaid borough, were called offence, committed to the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 
in and examined, and withdrew. arms attending this houſe. 

And a witneſs was examined: who delivered in Mr. Briſcoe attending according to order, he 
the court-rolls of the manor and borough of Mine- was called in and examined, and withdrew. 
head, at a court held October 19, 1721; where Ordered, the ſaid matter be farther conſidered on 
the conſtables of the ſaid borough were appointed; this day ſeven-night. 
and ſo much of the rolls as related to the ſaid ap- 8 that John Wills, eſquire, of Lincoln's- 


pointment, was read. Inn, and Sir Richard Lane, knight, do then at- 
And then John Thomas and John Floyde, tend. 
conſtables of the ſaid borough, were called in; and 18th. The houſe reſumed the conſideration of the 
at the bar delivered in the indenture of return, ſaid matter, and John Wills, eſquire, of Lincoln's- 
which was by them tendered to the high-ſheriff of Inn, attending, he was called in, and examined, 
the ſaid county of Somerſet, after the late election and withdrew. | 
of a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for And Sir Richard Lane attending alſo, was called 3 
this borough, and then they withdrew. in and examined, and withdrew. 
And the ſaid indenture was read. The queſtion was put, that John Wills, eſquire, 
And the reſolution of the houſe of the 13th of is guilty of a crime, in having cauſed the writ for 
June, 1717, by which it was reſolved, that the the late election of a member to ſerve in this preſent 
conſtables of this ' borough are the proper officers parliament for this borough to be delivered to a 
to whom the precept for electing burgeſſes to ſerve candidate; after a previous queſtion, it paſſed in 
In parliament for the ſaid borough ought to be de- the negative. 
livered, and to whom the execution of the ſaid pre- The queſtion was put, that Sir Richard Lane, 
cept doth belong, was read. being a candidate at the late election of a burgeſs, 
Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do take off to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
from the file, the indenture ſigned by John Viccary is guilty of a crime, in receiving and detaining the 
and Joſeph Sherry, and other burgeſſes of this bo- writ directed to the ſheriff for the ſaid election: It 
rough ; the ſame not being ſigned by the conſtables paſſed in the negative. 
of the ſaid borough. 2ath. A petition of Sir Richard Lane, knight, 
_ Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do receive, was read ſhewing, that at the late election of a 
and annex writ for electing of a burgeſs for burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
this bo the indenture delivered into the the honourable Robert Manſell, eſquire, and the 
houſe by the 122 of the ſaid borough, which petitioner were candidates; that th: faid Mr. 17. 
„n ; 5 K e 
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ſell, together with John Thomas and John Floyd, 
pretended conſtables for the faid borough, Joſeph ' 


Alway, and other his agents, did bribe a great 


number of the electors to vote ſor him the ſaid 
Mr. Manſell, and declared that the ſaid Mr. Man- 
ſell ſnould be returned right or wrong: that, up- 
oh a fair majority of legal votes, the right of 
election belonged to the petitioner, and he ought” 


to have been yerurnes accordingly”: 111 praying 


Ec. 
Ordered, that ĩt ws tekertec to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, witch their opinion. 

A motion was made and the queſtion propoſed, - 
that the ſaid Sit Richard Lane do attend this un 
on Tueſday; it was diſagreed to. 

22d. Ordered, that Sir Richard Lane do atterd 
this houſe to-morrow morning; and alfo John Tho- 
mas and John Floyd. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
this houſe to-morrow morning with the return of 
a burgeſs for the ſaid borough ; and with the pre- 
cept, iſſued by the ſheriff of the county of Somer- 


; ſer for the faid' election, annexed to the fad re- 


turn, 

Ordered, that * Prowle do attend this houſe 
to-morrow morning. 

23d. The houſe reſumed Fe of the 
petition of John Thomas and John Floyd, con- 
ſtables of this borough : and the ſerjeant at arms 


being called upon to give an account, what he 


had done in relation to ſummoning Henry Stroude, 
efquire; late © high-ſheriff of the the county of So- 
merſet; 

The meſſenger ſaid, he found the faid Mr. 
Stroude in bed and very infirm ; and that he was 4 


rery ancient man; and, by reaſon of his age and 


infirmity, not able to travel. 

Then Mr. Stroude, county-clerk to the faid 
ſheriff, was called in and examined ; and then he 
withdrew: © 

Then Mr. * Day, under- fheriff of the late high- 


| theriff of the county of Somerſet, was called 


in and examined ; and he delivered in the receipt 
by him taken for the precept, which he delivered 
to John Viccary and Joſeph _ as returning 
officers for ' this Gorongy's Wd then he with: 
_ ey 

Then John Thomas and John Floyde, conſtibies 
of the ſaid borough, were ſeverally called in and 
examined: and being withdrawn z 

Part of the act, made in the 7th and 8th years 
of the reign. of the late King William III. intitlec, 
An act for the farther regulating elections of mem- 


bers to ſerve in parliatnent ; and for the 


'of truſt, and contempt of the authority 


7 proceedings of ſheriffs, and other officers, 


electing and rerurning fach members, wis 
tet that * Day, late under. ſheriff of 


the county of Somerſet, having delivered the ne- 
tion renewed.— No 
meanors unpuniſhed, if proved true. 


riff s precept, for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in par- 
liarnent in this borough, to ok Viccary and Jo- 
ſeph Sherry, two of the burgeſſes for the ſaid bo- 
rough, but not conſtables thereof, is guilty ofa breach 
of the houſe. 
Ordered, thar the faid * Day be, for his faid 


offence, taken into the cuſtody of the ſerjeant, ar arms 
attending this houſe. | 


OR. 18, 1722. A petition of Samuel Edwin and 
Francis Whirwotth, eſqulres, was read; thewing, 
that at the election of members to ſerve in parlia- 


ment for this borongh, the petitioners and the ho- 


nourable Robert Manſell; eſquire, and Thomas Hales, 
eſquire, were candidates that notwithſtanding. the 


petitioners were duly elected by: wv — of 


legal votes, yet the conſtables arbitrarily 


themſelves to difallow. legaF votes, who rear hes mf 


; and to allow unwarrantable 
votes in favour of Mr: Manſell and Mr. Hales ; and 


poll for the 


in {6 doing, - contrary: to juſtice, and che rights'and: 
liberties- of the petitioners, the faid conſtables have 
unduly returned Mr. mann 2 rr 
praying &c. 

Ordered; that it be "—_ to | the e of 
privileges and elections, to examine and — the 
ſame, with their opinion. 

A petitiom of the eapital burgeſſes and'eleftors-of 
+ the faid borvugh, in behalf of themſelves and the 
major part of the electors and burgeſſes of the ſaid 
borough, wus read; ſhewing; that at the election 
of members to ſerve in partiament for the ſuid bo- 
rough, the candidates were the honourable Robert 
Manſell, eſquire, Thomas Hales, Samuel Edwin 
and Francis Whitworth, eſcquires; that notwith- 
were duly elected, by a very great majority of legal 
votes, the conftables arbitrarily took upon rhem-- 
ſelves to-difallow legal votes, who offered to poll 
for the ſaid: Mr. Edwin and Mr. Whitworth; and 
to allow unwarrantable votes, who offered to poll 
for the ſaid Mr. Manſell and Mr. Hales ;-and in 
ſo doing, contrary to juſtice, and the rights and li- 
berties of the periri „the ſaid conſtables have 


vndufy returned the ſaid Mr. Manſell and Mr. 


Hates : and &c. 
Ordered, that 0 
and elections, 6 cm anck pore the 


fame, witt their opinion; 


MONMOUTHSHIRE. 


# re county, ' part of the Marches of Wales; Sat. 
was enabled, by the ſtatute in che 27th off? 


Henry the eighth, 'to ſend members to parliament 
(rhe extract of which ſtatute fee in the Appendix) 
and from that time has continued ſo ro do. The 
memoirs I have met wich, relating to its elections, 
are theſe. 

Jane ar, 1625. Mr. Drake preferreth a petition 
concerning Sir John Nee to the com- 

mittee of privileges 

July 7. Sir George Moore ſions the 
committee for privileges, for this county, That 
Mr. Wogan, before the writ for election, ſollicited 
divers for voices ; threarned divers; others impreſt 
for ſoldiers; divers ftricken ; others hindred from 
coming to the election. 

A petition of Sit james Perrot read; complaining, 
that the ſheriff that made rhe return, was no ſheriff; 
for his commiſſion determined by the death of the 
King, and not renewed by the preſent King. 

The difpute concerning Sir James Perrot's peti- 
to ſuffer fuch miſde- 


| Reſolved to leave all this buſineſs to the commit- 
tee for privileges, as well for new examination of 
the miſdemeanors, a of th other matters contained 


im the ſecond petition. 
'Mr. Cholmely moveth, for his father, for ſome Q. Whe- 
points. 1. Whether lawful for the eg 


direction in theſe 
ſheriff to miniſter an oath to thoſe which ſhall come 
in as electors, after 11 o'clock.” 2. Whether the 
ſheriff may make deputies to take the dach. 


I Nov. 
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Nov: 12, 1667. A petition. of James Herbert, 
eſquire, complaining; of an wides mvrs <li keight 


to ſerve ſon this county, was read. 


not makiog a return of the writ for e 
vas preſented to the houſe, and read; acknow 


Ordered, that it be referred W 


elections, to examane and report the matter of the 
petition ; and whether the return comes. from the 


proper office ; and report it to the houſe. 

Reſolved, that Sir Trevor Williams, being the 
eee er ee the election be deter- 

B 14. Sir Job Charleton reported from the 
ſaid committee, the caſe between Sir Trevor Wil- 
liams and Mr. Herbert, touching the eleclion for 
this county; that the committee had examined: the 
matter, and found that Sir Trevor Williams had 
the majority of voices by much; and that he was 
duly elected and ought to fit : whereto the houſe 
agreed. 

Oct. 23, 1502. The houſe, taking notice, by the 
book of returns. of the clerk of the Crown, that 
there are not returns for this county 


- Reſolved; that the ſheriff of this county, ior and? 


having made a return of his writ, and of the mem- 
bers elected to ſerve in this preſent parliament, by 
virtue thereof, is guilty. of a breach of the privilege 
of the houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid ſheriff of this county be, 
for his ſaid offence, taken ines D of the ſer- 
jeant at arms. 

Nov. 18. A petition of William Lewis, ſheriff of 
this county, (in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, for 
mems 
bers to ſerve in this. preſent parliament for this county) 


his offence, and begging pardon for the ſame; 
and praying to be diſcharged out of cuſtody. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Lewis be brought to 
the bar, to-morrow morning, to be examined. 

| 29th. Mr. Lewis, the high-ſheriff of this county, 

was (according to order) brought to the bar, and 
examined touching the not making a return of the 
faid writ : and he acquainted the houſe, that he had 
executed and ſigned the return of the faid writ, and 
ſoon after delivered it out of his hands to be carried 
to.the clerk of the Crown. 

Ordered, that the faid Mr. Lewis be diſcharged 
out of cuſtody, paying his fees. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of John Morgan ſenior, 
eſquire, was read, ſhewing, that John Morgan junior, 


- eſquire, and the petitioner, were duly elected to 


ſerve in this preſent parliament for this county, and 
ought to have been returned accordingly ; but by 
the menaces and treating of feveral freeholders, 
after the teſte of the writ, Sir Hopton Williams 

to have a majority of the petitioner, and 
hath prevailed upon the ſheriff to return him inſtead 
of the: petigianes, in wrong to him: and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter 
thereof, and report the fame, with their opinion. 

March 5, 1713. A petition of Thomas Lewis of 
Saint Peer in this county, eſquire, was read;  ſhew- 
ing, that at the election for this county, Sir 
Charles Kemeys, baronet, John Morgan of Fredegar, 
eſquire, and the petitioner, were candidates; that the 
high; ſneriff of the ſaid county, and alſo the under - 
ſheriff refuſed to hold the court before the evening, 
and then reſuſed to appoint more chan one booth 
to tale the poll, on purpoſe to delay the time, in 
prejudice of the petitioner, who then had great 


numbers ready to poll for him; that on the ſecond 


>, 
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day the- ſheriff adjourned. the poll into a common 
field adjoining to the town, and there ſet up but 


two booths or. carts to take the poll, which was not 


ſufficient : that the under-ſheriff finding the peti- 
tioner would have the. majority, if the poll went 
forward, put a ſtop to the poll at one of the. ſaid 
booths or carts; and the poll being taken at one 
booth only, where the high-ſheriff, refuſed to receive 
any. of the petitioner's voters, until he had. polled 


all for the ſaid Sir Charles Kemeys; and by which 
illegal proceedings, the ſaid poll was continued from 
. Thurſday the 17th of. September till Wedneſday 


after, though. never known to laſt. above two days 
before : that ſeveral were admitted to poll. for Sir 
Charles Kemeys, who had no right, and others, 
who had a right were refuſed, for the petitioner ; 
and did arreſt ſome, and threatned others of. the 


; petitioner's voters; notwithſtanding which illegal 


proceedings, the ſaid Mr. Morgan and the petitioner 
had. a majority, and ought to have been returned 
in the room of the ſaid Sir Charles Kemeys : and 


praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be frond to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, with their opinion, 
MONMOUTH Town. 
HIS. is the ſhire- town of the county, enabled 
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with its contributary boroughs, Uſk and New- Stat. 27 
port, to. ſend one member to parliament, by the? ws 


ſame act of parliament mentioned in the account of 
the county, (See the Appendix.) The memoirs re- 


g lating to matters of election, I have met with, are 


March 10, 1623. Mr. Glandvyle reported from 


the committee of privileges for this borough. —— Journal, 


tion.—-Mr. William Steward returned, and they 
think his election good. The exception againſt him, 
becauſe a Scotchman, and not naturalized, —For- 
born to come into the houſe, till he had leave.— 
The caſe of one Levinus Munke, a Wallone and 
Denizen, returned, and fat here : and fo Sir Horace 
Paleviſine. | 

The committee delivered no opinion in it. 

Mr. Glandvile thinks, Mr. Steward ought not to 
ſit, becauſe, at the time of his election, he was in- 
capable of it. He that is made a Denizen, is not an 
Engliſhman : That but only perſonal. 

Sir Dudley Digs: —In that parliament, when Ba- 
con, attorney, in queſtion, whether he ought to fit 
here or no: over-ruled, he ought not; yet, in fa- 
vour to him, he was ſuffered to ſit here; and an ex- 
preſs arder, that never any other attorney after ſhould 
Jo do the like by this gentleman. 

Sir Edward Coke: No alien denizated ought to 
fit here. Tros, Tyriuſque, mibi nullo diſerimine ba- 
betur— 

The other paſſed ſub filentio—Some fit here that 
are under age, and ought not to fit here, becauſe 
not queſtioned. 


Heard yeſterday, and received this morning a peti- 73*: 


& 


Reſolved, that Mr. Steward hath dealt very wor- 


thily in forbearing to come to the houſe. 

Nov. 26, 1640. The petition from the inhabitants 
of the ſeveral towns of Abergavenny, Uſke, and 
Newport, read; and referred to the committee for 
privileges. 

Oct. 25, 1680. A petition of John Arnold, eſquire, 
was read. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
conſideration of the committee of privileges and e- 

lections, 


— — — 
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letions, to examine and report the matter, with . 
their opinion 

Nov. 26. Sir William Poultney reports from the 
ſaid committee of privileges and ——— that the 
ſaid committee, having taken into conſideration the 


matter nnn . 


rough, had reſolved; 

That the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in partia- 
ment for this borough, doth not belong to the bur- 
geſſes and inhabitants of this borough only. 


That the burgeſſes inhabitants of the boroughs 
and Uſk, in this county, have a right to 


of Newport 
vote at the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for the ſaid borough. 

That Charles Lord Herbert is not duly elected a 
OW RO I OE InINT ng bo- 
rough. | 
That John Arnold, eſquire, is duly elected a 

to ſerve in this parliament for this borough: 

which ſeveral reſolutions, being read twice, were 
refolved by the houſe—. _. 

March 31, 1715. A petition of Andrews Windiiar: 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that in purſuance of 
the writ under the great ſeal, a t of the ſhe- 
riff of this borough, was delivered to Mr, Barns 
mayor thereof, for the election of a burgeſs for that 
borough ; and he, according to the precept, gave 
due notice of the election; and the electors - 
ed accordingly ; and the petitioner was choſen to 
repreſent the borough, and fo declared by the 
mayor; and an indenture of the return of the pe- 


titioner was ſealed and affixed to the precept, and 
given to the ſheriff, who ſigned 


the ſame z but pre- 
tending that he had ſent his return for the county 
to London, deſired the petitioner to carry the peti- 
tioner's return to the under-ſheriff in London, giving 


the petitioner a letter to him or his deputy, with di- 
rections to receive the return and precept, and an- 
nex the ſame to his general return for the county; 
peti- rected; 


which letter, with the return ſo affixed, the 
tioner delivered, according to the ſheriff*s direction 


here in town; and that perſon was deſired to an- 


nex the ſame accordingly, who acquainted the peti- 


tioner that the general return was not then come to- 
town; upon which the petitioner left the letter 


and return with the perſon : but the petitioner finds 
that the general return for the county is delivered to 
the clerk of the Crown, without the petitioner's. re- 


turn on the precept, and with an indenture ſigned 


the bar on 


by the mayor of Newport, and others, to whom the 
precept was not directed, of William Bray, eſquire; 


to the great injury of the petitioner and the ſaid bo- 


rough : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
this houſe on the 12th of May next, with the returns 
for the county of Monmouth. 

Ordered, that the high-ſheriff, his deputy, and 
Mr. Thomas Morgan his agent, do then attend 
this houſe. 

Oxdered the matter of the ſaid petition be lan 
heard at the bar of the houſe. 

May 11. Ordered the faid petition be heard ar 

Ordered the ſaid perſons, who were ordered to ar. 
tend to-morrow, do then attend. 

2 iſt. „ eee <p Regs 
Thurſday ſeven- night. | 

Ordered the ſame perſons, who were ordered, to 
attend this day, do then attend. 

June 2. Ordered it be —_ bar of the 
houſe'on Saturday feven-night. Hr 5661 

And the ſame perſons then to attend. | 

ich. The houſe proceeded in hearing the matter 


\ 


of the ſaid petition z and the counſel were called ind, 
The petition was read; and the counſel for the 
petitioner / inſiſting to proceed upon the matter of 
the return in the firſt place ; which the counſel for 
the fitting-member oppoſing, and inſiſting, that the 
merits of the election ought to be proceeded on at 
the ſame time: eee eee 
drew. 

ae le ed e be pad ee 0 
directed to proceed upon the merits of the election, 


F 


Nr. Speaker acquai inted them therewith. 

Whereupon the — for the peticioner ac- 
quainted the houſe, that they having depended upon 
the merits of the return being only proceeded on at 
this time, they were not ready to proceed now in 
the merits of the ſaid election; and deſired a farther 
day might be appointed. 

A motion was We en e de 


ing the merits of the election and return for this bo- 


ee e ee 


Ordered che ſaid merits of the ſaid petition be 
heard again on Tueſday next. 


14th. Reſolved, that the farther hearing of the 


ſaid election be diſcharged. 

The clerk of the Crown attending with the return 
for the ſaid borough ; the ſame was read; and ap- 
peared to be made by the mayor of Newport, and 
ſeveral burgeſſes of Monmouth, Newport, and Ufſk, 
without the of the ſheriff of the county of 
Monmouth being annexed thereto. 


- Ordered the clerk of the — tale the talk 


returni off the-file; and he took the ſame off ac- 
cordingly. 


And the! houſe being e that the deer 
3 in town, with the return for 


this borough annexed to che precept to him di- 


Ordered, that the mayor of the ſaid borough do 
forthwith deliver to the clerk of the Crown, the re- 
turn with the precept annexed, of a burgeſs to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough; and 
that the clerk of the Crown do annex the ſame to 
the writ returned by the ſheriff for the _y of 
Monmouth. | | 


MONTGOMERYSHIRE. 


HIS i is one of the twelve Welſh counties, en- See Angle 
abled to ſend a repreſentative to parliament by ſca. 


d the aac of Henry the eighth; from 
which time it has returned one knight to parlia- 
ment. The memoirs relating to its elections, are 
July 16, 1660. Sir Edward Turner reported, from 
the committee for privileges and elections, the caſe 
of the election of a knight to ſerve for this county 
That, upon examination of the fact, ſome objec- 
tions were made againſt the validity of the former 
election, by reaſon the poll was demanded of the 
ſheriff, and denied: and that the committee were 
of opinion, the poll was not fo demanded and re- 
fuſed, as to make the election void; and that John 
Purcell, eſquire, who is returned to ſerve for the 
ſaid county, i duly elefted andought to fit: whereto 
the houſe agreed. 


Oct. 23, 1702. Notice being eaken that the ſhe- ce Mo 
riff of this and other counties, had not returned their un 


writs for electing 2 to ably in this preſent 
parliament ; | | 
2 Reſolved, 


Fr e 
to in preſent — OY: 
8 of a gra ach of th bare of ths 


*" "Ordered te Ee taken int cutody of th os 
r the houſe. n 


been ede, | Ae le. Big a return 


parliament for this county, was read ; acknowledg- 


ing his offence, and begging pardon for the ſame; 

and praying to be diſcharged out of cuſtody. _ 

Ordered the ſaid Mr. Felton be brought to the 

bar upon Monday, to be examined touching the 
not making the ſaid return. 

Ordered, that Mr. Richard Fowkes, — ſhe- 
riff of the ſaid county, be ſummoned to attend 
forthwith.. 

gth. Mr. Felton, the high-ſheriff of the county, 
was, to order, brought to the bar, and 
examined che not making the return of 


the ſaid writ for the electing the members to ſerve 


8 and he ed the houſe, that 

he (immediately upon receipt of the writ) ſent it 
to Mr. Fowkes his under-ſheriff, and that the exe- 
cution and return thereof was left tor his 88 


riff ; and that he ſigned the return ac 


- out of the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms. 


MONTGOMERY Len | 


HIS js the ſhire-town of the county of this 
name ; and formerly, with its coadjutor bo- 
roughs, Llandidloes, Poole, and Llanvyllin, elected 
one burgeſs, virtue of che feature of the 27th 
0 of Henry the but it hath lately been deter- 
mined, that the right is in this town only. The 
memoirs, felating to ſeveral elections, in tho Jour- 
a 5 
1880. In the vacation, between the ſeſſions of 
ſeveral writs were iſſued by. the Lord 
Chanel, in the tom. of members ſick or ab- 

e. 

Jan, 19. Several members, eleQed by, virtue of 
thoſe writs, were allowed to fit. _ 

The names of the members. are not. in the ori- 
— ginal Journal ; but Sir Symond D'Ewes has in- 
13: ferjedin his Journal, that Richard Herbert, eſquire, 
was elected, and allowed to fir for this town, in 
Place. of Mr. Pugh, who was ſuppoſed dead, bur 
was only fick. | 
Ibid. March 18. ordered (upon Mr. Cromwell's re- 
707, 308. port) that Richard Herbert, eſquire, returned a bur- 
borough, in the room and place of 


for - this 
EE e breed w be dad. but 


IS 


6.6, 


eAngle- 
. 


rr place; and the ſaid Rowland Pugh 

> for the ſaid place, | 
Sir Edward Turner reported, fro m 
A the caſe e . 


upon examination of the 25 it appears to 
he: committee, that Mr. F is duly choſen, 
4 to It: 9 es the houſe reed. 


hy Tau ef Mor ou. RY. 
A ee ld en for hot Nee 


Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Felton be diſcharged | 


yet-known..to be in plain life, ſhall be forthwith - 


petitioner, : who was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned: was read. | 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the commirtte of 
privileges and elections, to examine and repart the 
matter thereof, with their 

- A petition of Matthew Price, eſquire ö complain- 
ing of an undue return of Edward Lloyd, eſquire, 
to ſerve as a burgeſs for this town, whereas the pe- 
ke th is duly returned by the proper officers ; was 

Reſolved, that it be referred to. the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

20th. A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, and bur- 
geſſes of Llandidloes, Poole, and Llanvyllin, was 
read ; complaining of undue practices uſed by the 
bailiff of the town of Montgomery, in not giving 
timely notice to the inhabitants of the ſaid boroughs 
of the election; and, upon the day of election, ex- 
cluding the petitioners from being polled, who had 
agreed to give their votes for Edvrard Lloyd, eſ- 
quire : but the ſaid bailiff, being influenced by ſome 
great perſon in the neighbourhood, returned Mat- 
thew Price, eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment as burgeſs for the ſaid town; notwithſtanding 
the petitioners, who were far the greater number, 
unanimouſly made choice of the ſaid Edward Lloyd, 
to the great injury of the petitioners ; and praying, 
that the ſaid Edward Lloyd may either have the 
benefit of their voices, or that the election may be 
made void. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 


committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 


April 1, 1679. Sir Thomas Meers reported, that 


the committee had conſidered the matter of the re- 
turn for this * z and agreed on a report, as 
follows 5 via. 

There are two 18 both dated the 18th of 
February ; one, between John Williams, eſquire, 
ſheriff of this county, of the one part ; and Edward 
Whittingham and Roger Jones, bailiffs, and many 
of the burgeſſes of this borough, of the other parr 
(wherein Mr. Matthew Price is returned ;) and is 

ſigned by both the bailiffs and many burgeſſes; and 

a large ſeal againſt the bailiffs names; and a ſeal to 
each of the burgeſſes names. 

The other indenture, between the ſame ſheriff, 


of the one part; and many burgeſſes of the boroughs 


of Montgomery, Poole, and Llanvyllin, in the 
lame county, of the other part (whereby Mr. Ed- | 
ward Lloyd is returned) and is ſigned by many of 
the ſaid burgeſſes, but not either of the bailiffs 
hands, or any ſeal at all. 
| Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

That the indenture, wherein Matthew Price, eſ- 

quire, is returned to ſerve in this preſent parliament 

r this borough, is well and duly returned, and 
by the proper officers ; and that thereupon he ought 
to ſit in the preſent parliament, as well returned for 
the ſaid borough of Montgomery: which was alſo 
reſolved by the houſe. 
Oct. 27, 1680. A petition of Sir John Trevor, 
touching the election for the ſhire- town of Mont- 
gomery, was read. 

Ordered -to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 


Nov. 8. A petition of the bailiffs and burgeſſes of 


the borough of Poole, in the county of Montgomery, 


touching the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for the * of Montgo- 
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ſaid petition be exhibited within the time prefixed 
by the orders of the houſe ; it was rejeRted. 
March 24. A petition of Sir John Trevor, touch- 
ing the election for this ſhire-town, was read. 

© Ordered, that it be referred to rhe committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

May 23, 168 f. A petition of Charles Herbert, eſq; 
touching the election for this town; alſo a petition 
of the mayor and bu of this town, and of 
the boroughs of Llandidloes, Poole, and Llanvyl- 
lin, were read. 8 | 
© Ordered, that they be heard at the bar of the 
houſe, on this day fortnight. 

30th. Ordered, that the hearing of the merits of 
the election of a member, to ſerve in this parlia- 


ment for this th be heard at the bar, on the 
firſt firting-day after Whitſunday. "£904 
June 10, The houſe proceeded in the g of 


the merits of the ſaid election; and the counſel 
ing called in, and heard at large upon the matter : 
and afterwards being ordered to withdraw; —_ 
| Reſolved, that the election of a burgeſs, to ſerve 
in parliament for this ſhire-town, doth not belong 
to the burgeſſes of Montgomery only. 

That the ſeveral burgeſſes of the ſeyeral | 
of Llandidloes, Poole, and Llanvyllin, in the 
county of „have a right to vote at the 


Montgomery 
election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament for 


this ſhire- town. 

That William Williams, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
| That the late election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this ſhire-rown, is a void 
election: and a warrant ordered for a new writ. 

Nov. 2, 1705: A petition of John Vaughan, eſ- 
quire, was z ſhewing, that the principal and 
moſt ſubſtantial burgeſſes of this borough == 
the petitioner to repreſent them in the preſent par- 
liament, they reſolving to chuſe him; but Mr. 
George Beddoes, one of the bailiffs, in the abſence 
of Mr. Edward Morris, the capital bailiff of Mont- 
gomery, having appointed the 18th day of May laſt 

or the election, though he had not given due notice 
thereof, the petitioner then a with ſev 
ſubſtantial burgeſſes; and as ſoon as the court was 
ſort of the inhabitants (who had no right 8 vote) 
without any previous notice, demanded a poll for 
Mr. Charles Maſon; e petitioner, 
and divers burgeſſes, deſired Mr. Beddoes to adjourn 
the court for ſome convenient time, to prepare 
books to take the poll, and clerks and inſpectors; 


yet he (deſigning to ſurprize the petitioner, and elect 


Mr. Maſon) refuſed an adjournment, and proceeded 
to an election; and in an hour's time, in great 
haſte, before all the b preſent had voted for 
the petitioner, cloſed the poll, and illegally elected 
the petitioner had the majority of legal votes : an 
pete wa or. rat 
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but they were deprived of their votes, for want of 
due notice of the laſt election: that the bailiffs of 


„ 


, the report be made on Thurf- 


* 


was agreed, Mr. Maſon bad u majority 


manded & poll for him, offered Francis Herbert ten 
pounds, to vote az he would have him. Herbert 
voted ftirMr.V As to the want of due notice; 


De Town of MonTcomery 
Am bibe che bot being in che town) on Ries- 
ay befor h election, to Llandidloe>, to give no- 
rice to the” ba that the election would be the 
ae are 


on Friday; and the Monday before, at nine o'clock 


in the morning, the two ſerjeants being ſent to give 
notice to the out- boroughs, he made a proclama- 
tion, in the uſual place in Montgomery, of the time 
of the election. That at the election, two perſons 
were ſworn on each ſide, to take the poll; and he 
believed, twelve proclamations were made, before 
it was cloſed; and he had been an alderman 
twenty years, and ſeen ſeveral elections, he never 
ſaw a fairer, | 
Richard, George ſaid, he heard Mr. Davis make 
lamation, as aforeſaid. 
Edward Lloyd ſaid, he was ſent, on Monday 


before the election, by Mr. Beddoe, one of the bai- 


liffs of Montgomery, to the bailiffs of Welſhpool 
and Llanvyllin, to give them notice the election 
would be on the Friday; and did give them ſuch 
notice; and the election was generally talked of in 
M „and & letter ſent particularly to a 
kinſman of Mr. Vaughan's, to give notice of the 
time of the eleftion. He voted for Mr. Vaughan, 
as did the other ſerjeant, who gave notice at Llan- 

That as to Mr. Maſon's appearing too late; 
Whittingham ſaid, he ſent to Mr. Maſon, about 
eleven o'clock the night before, to be a candidate ; 
and Mr. Maſon ſent word, he would if the town 
would chuſe him; deſiring his name not to be 
mentioned, till he ſhould be ſatisfied of the election. 
That thereupon he aſked ſeveral to vote as he ſhould; 
which they promiſed to do, if it was not for Mr. 
Vaughan. Thar there were 10 or 12 proclamations, 
hefore the poll cloſed. Upon the whoie, the com- 
mittee reſolved, 

That Charles Maſon, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
ſhire town : whereto the houſe (upon its being twice 
read) agreed. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of Francis Herbert, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this town or borough ; the petitioner, with John 
Pugh, eſquire, were candidates; that notwithſtand- 
ing the illegal and indirect proceedings of the ſaid 
Mr. Pugh, his friends, and agents, and their cor- 
ruption and bribery, and other violent practices, in 
order to procure his election and return; yet the 
petitioner was duly elected by a majority of ſuch 
votes as had a right to poll, and ought to have been 
returned accordingly ; but the bailiff of the ſaid bo- 
rough returned the ſaid Mr. Pugh; in prejudice 
of the petitioner, and the ſaid burgeſſes: and pray- 
ing &c. | 

2 


notice accordingly, | 


ment in 155g. 


aud Borough of "MorPETH. 


Ordered, that it be reſerreit to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 


MORPEPH. 
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HIS borough is in the county of Northym- wille. | 


berland ; and was firſt repreſented in parlia- 749.38. 


The memoirs relating to its elec- 
tions, and members in that reſpe&t, which I have 
met with, are theſe. vo” 
Feb. 7, 1620. Sir George Moore made ſeveral 
reports, relating to elections :; aniongſt which was 
a caſe relating to this borough : but it being the 
third caſe (as appears by what follows) it was on- 
ly mentioned from the committee in theſe words. 

3. All of opinion againſt . .. . a clerk re- 
turned becauſe had, or might have, a voice in co 
vocation houſe; therefore not fit to be admitted 
here: and would have fined the town, but for their 


This is all that is inſerted in the Journal of that 
day; which ſeems to be the opinion only of the 
caſe, without naming the borough : only Sir Ed- 
ward Coke, the ſame day, in debating another 
caſe, ſaid — Nowell put out, becauſe had voice in 
convocation. | | | 
But on the next day, this matter is explained 
to concern this borough, as appears by the Jour- 
nal. ; 

8th. Sir George Moore proceedeth with his report 
for the third queſtion, c 
a miniſter, returned for this borough. 


oncerning the return of... JohnRob- 
{on de 
Morpeth. 


Sir Edward Coke, When he ſpeaker, one put See Willis 
out: and that he ſaw Alexander Nowell, though he Liſts 
had not curam animarum, put out, becauſe of the (1749) 


convocation houſe. 

Upon the queſtion, reſolved, his return void; and 
a new writ to iſſue for a new election. 

Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of Henry Lumley, 
eſquire, was read, ſhewing, that George Nicholls, 
eſquire, and the petitioner, were duly choſen bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this borough ; 
yet one of the pretended bailiffs of the ſaid borough 
hath returned the ſaid Mr. Nicholls and Sir Henry 
Bellaſyſe, in prejudice of the petitioner's right : and 
praying &c. X 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

March 7th. Ordered the report be made on 
Monday morning. 

gth. Colonel Granville reported, from the faid 
committee, the matter touching the ſaid election, 
upon the ſaid petition. 


The poll was, for Mr. Nicholls, 90. 
for Sir Henry Bellaſyſe, 51. 
for the petitioner, 39 


That it was agreed, there had not been any con- 
troverted election before at this town, and that Mr. 
Nicholls was agreed to be duly elected. 

The queſtion was therefore between Sir Henry 
Bellaſyſe and the petitioner; and it depended entirely 
upon determining the right of election. 

The 
ſeveral crafts of the borough, being ſeven in num- 
ber, had an equal right to vote with the free bur- 


For Sir Henry Bellaſyſe it was inſiſted, that 
the right was in the bailiffs and free burgeſſes 
only. 

To 


petitioner inſiſted, that the freemen of the 


* 
* 
T* 


— „. che in the free 


elected. And it was agreed, che returns had been 
the ſame from that to this time; and called Thom- 
pſon, Story, and Tate, who had known the bo- 
rough 60, 45, and 40 years; and ſaid, the free bro- 
thers never voted or claimed to vote. It was prov- 
ed, the free burgeſſes took an oath to the Lord of 


the manor, which the free brothers did not; that 
they, being elected freemen and free burgeſſes with- 


in the ſaid ſhould be true and faithful to 

the Lord of the ſame . and maintain and defend all 

the orders, -in 

town and corporation. J 
The committee reſolved, 
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NEWARK. 

HIS borough is ſituate within the county 
of Nottingham, and is the moſt modern 
parliamentary borough in England, being ſo created 


and incorporated by king Charles II. in the 29th 


year of his reign, on account of its loyalty to king 


Charles I. Its firſt election was before its incorpo- 


ration, and became the ſubject of a petition to the 
houſe of commons: of which, and other matters 
relating to the eleftion for this borough, I have 
met with the following memoirs. 

April 17, 1675. A petition of Mr, Saville and 
Sir Paul Neille, returned dn for this borough, 
was read. 

Ordered, that this petition be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, to conſider the 
matter on Monday three weeks, and to report it, 
with their opinion therein, to the houſe: for which 
purpoſe they are empowered to ſit that day. 

May 1oth. A petition of John Girton, Francis 


Cheetem of Newark, Thomas Wright of Balderton, 


John Bell of Coddington, John Clerk of Winthorp, 
in the county of Nottingham, on behalf of them- 
ſelves, and the moſt of the gentlemen, freemen, 
freeholders and copyholders of thoſe ſeveral towns, 
was read; complaining of undue means and prac- 
tices in obtaining a charter for ſending two burgeſſes, 
to ſerve in parliament, for this borough. 

Reſolved, that the matter of the ſaid petition, 
which doth relate to the ſending of burgeſſes, to 
ſerve in parliament, for this town, be referred to 
the committee of privileges and elections, to take 
the ſame into conſideration, at the ſame time when 
the matter concerning the perſons returned to ſerve 
for that place, formerly referred, comes into exa- 
mination. 

14th. A petition of John Girton and Francis 
Cheetam, and others, complaining of undue means 
and practices in obtaining a charter for ſending two 


burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament, for this town. 


Reſolved, that this petition be referred to the 
committee of grievances, to examine the matter of 
the petition, and report the caſe with their opinion. 

Feb. 22, 1676. A petition of Sir Paul Neile 
was read. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
grievances. 

26th. A petition of Mr. Henry Saville elected to 
ſerve, as a burgeſs, for this borough, in this par- 
liament. 

And a queſtion ariſing upon the right of the ſaid 
town to chuſe burgeſſes t to ſerve in parliament. 

Reſolved, that the caſe of Mr. Saville, upon the 
faid petition, be heard at the bar of this houſe on 
Friday next come fortnight ; z and that notice thereof 
be given by the petitioner, to this town, that they 
une in and be heard. 

Reſolved, that the caſe of Sir Paul Neile, upon 


his petition, being elected to ſerve as a burgeſs for 


this borough upon his petition, which was referred 


to the committee of grievances, be heard at the bar 
at the ſame time; and he to give the like notice. 


March 16th. Ordered, that the caſe of the elec- 


tion for this borough be heard on Wedneſday morn- 
ing next at the bar of the . 


PAR II. 


MVSEVM 
BRITANNICVM 


A* ]- 


PART II. 


21ſt, The houſe proceeded to > the hearing of the 
ſaid caſe: and counſel being called in, and the pe- 


tition of Mr. Saville read, and the counſel heard. 

Reſolved, that by virtue of the charter granted to 
this town, it hath right to ſend burgeſſes to parlia- 
ment. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Saville and Sir Paul Neille 
are not duly returned to ſerve in this parliament, for 
this borough; and a new writ was ordered. 

Jan. 31, 1677. A petition of Peniſton Whalley, 
eſquire, concerning the election for this borough, 
being tendered : and a queſtion ariſing, whether the 
ſame be preferred within the time limited by the or- 
der of the houſe. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
elections and privileges to examine, whether the 
ſaid petition be preferred in time or not. 

Feb. 12th. Sir Thomas Meres reported from the 
ſaid committee, that the committee had conſidered 
the matter; and reſolved, 

That the petition of Peniſton Whalley, eſquire, 
complaining of an undue return of a burgeſs for 
this borough, did not come in due time, accord- 
ing to the orders of the houſe : wares the houte 
agreed. 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of John Rayner, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly choſen a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament, for this borough; but many illegal prac- 
tices were ufed by Edward Hobſon, mayor of the ſaid 
town, and others, in favour of Sir Francis Mollineux, 
who polled ſeveral for him that were not qualified, 
and refuſed ſeveral that were qualified, who would 


have voted for the petitioner ; ſo that the mayor 


hath falſely returned the ſaid Sir Francis Mollineux, 
in wrong to the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 
of, and report the ſame with their opinion. 

14th. A petition of ſeveral inhabitants of this bo- 
rough, paying ſcot and lot, on behalf of themſelves 
and divers others ſo qualified, inhabiting within the 
faid borough, was read; ſhewing, that at the late 
election of members, to ſerve in this parliament, 
for the ſaid borough; the greateſt part of the legal 
voters appeared to vote for John Rayner, eſquire, 
and demanded to be polled; but Edward Hobſon, 
mayor of the ſaid borough, refuſed to poll them, 
and polled others that were not qualified, for Sir 
Francis Mollineux ; and by other undue practices 
hath returned him with James Saunderſon, eſquire, 
in great violation of the rights of the petitioners and 
the ſaid Mr. Rayner, who ought to have been 
returned their repreſentative in parliament : and 
praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 
of, and repott the ſame with their opinion. 

Nov. 16, 1699. A petition of John Rayner, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of burgeſles, ro ſerve in this parliament, for this 
borough ; the petitioner and James Saunderſon, eſ- 
quire, were duly elected to ſerve for this borough ; 


but many illegal practices were uſed by Edward Hob- 


ſon, the then mayor, and ſeveral others, who refuſ- 
ed to poll ſeveral qualified Perſons who would have 
voted 


but 
REESE refuſed, 
the 


$4 a of Newark. 


22 re 


petitioner; 


may 
2 to — for 4 
who ought to have been returned with the 
faid Mr. Saunderſon ; but Edward Hobſon the mayor, 
with divers others, uſed many undue practices, by 
polling unqualified votes for Sir Francis Mollineux, 
and refuſing thoſe who were and demanded 
to poll for Mr. Rayner, and hath returned Sir Francis 


Mollineux with Mr. Saunderſon, in violation of the 
election, he heard alderman Snell ſay ; that he, who 


rights of the inhabitants of the ſaid borough, and 
in wrong to the ſaid Mr. Rayner : and praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections to examine, and report the 


matter with their opinion, 

Jan. 8th. Ordered the report to be made on 
Thurſday next. 

11th. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported, according 
to order, the matter of the ſaid election, in the ſaid 
petition, viz. | 

That upon the firſt poll delivered to the petitio- 
ners, and ſigned by the town clerk, the numbers 


were for Sir Francis Mollineux z58 Por the pe- 


tioner 146. But afterwards the petitioner had 
another poll delivered to him, wherein the num- 
bers were for Sir Francis Mollineux 156.—For Mr. 
Rayner 141. However, the firſt poll was at laſt 
admitted by Sir Francis Mollineux. The petitio- 
ner's counſel inſiſted that fifty that had a right of 
voting, and would have voted for the petitioner, 
were refuſed : which they reckoned thus 20 in 
the poor's books, for 1697 and 1698.— 3 rated for 
1698 only. — 8 for 1697 left out fraudulently for 
1698.15 others neither within the rate for 2697 
or 1698; but were men of ſubſtance, and ought to 
pay.— 4 others, who did pay, but their tenements 
were in other people's names. 
They alſa complained of partiality of the mayor, 
town-=clerk, and others concerned in the election. 
That it was admitted, that by the charter, which 


gives the town the right of ſending members to 


parliament, the right was in the inhabitants paying, 
and which ought to pay, ſcot and lot. 
As to the partiality, they called Gilbert Cozens; 
who ſaid, he was at one Stow's the day before the 
ion, where were preſent the then mayor, alder- 
man Snell, Mr. Morris. Mr. Reed, Mr. Ellis 


the high-ſheriff, and Sir Francis Mollineux : and 


the mayor ſaid to Sir Francis, be not daunted : 
right or wrong, we will have you: and Snell ſaid, 
if the others had as many more, he ſhould have it. 
Sir Francis's friends aſked his vote ; 
ving . promiſed Mr. Rayner, he. offered his 


ma ar the election took him by 


Snow yor 
the hand, and told him he was glad to ſee him, he 


having PRs amy ooo Mollineus : 


not nt inhabit any — 4 hd» hop in the mes 
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concerned themſelves in a very partial 


ket; and paid ſcot and lot, both in reſpect of his 
habicaties and ftock; and had voted before for Sir 
Richard Erle. | 
William Cork, Richard Cook, John Clayton, 
Paul Hare, John Robinſon, Robert Wootton, Wil- 
liam Pace, being ſeverally examined; ſaid, they 
had been ſolicited by the mayor, Sir Francis Molli- 
neux, Mr. Morris, and one or more of the alder- 
men, to vote for Sir Francis Mollincux and Mr. 
Saunderſonz yet, when they came and offered for 
Mr. Rayner, they were told they had no vote, and 
turned down by order of the mayor, the town-clerk, - 
alderman Snell, alderman Morris, Ms. Ellis, and 
doctor Yarborough, or ſome of them; who all 
manner for 
Sir Francis Mollineux ; and were alſo further affront- 
ed by their officers : and they ſeverally ſaid, they 
lived in diſtinct tenements, and paid ſcot and lot; 
but Clayton owned, he was excuſed from the win- 
dow tax, upon fremting Mar It GE nar Bop i tas 
entire houſe. * 
Richard Parker ſaid, that, at the time of the 


did not vote aright, ſhould have nn e 
ters, and incumbrances. 

Bryan Cumberland ſaid, the town clerk ſaid in 
converſation (upon his ſaying that Mr. Rayner ſtood 
fair) no matter for that, ſaid the town clerk, Mr. 
Saunderſon and Sir Francis Mollineux muſt be re- 
turned this time, if he (Rayner) had the majority 
never ſo much. 

William Glover, junior, ſaid ; that one Hacker 
aſking Mr. Morris how it went, Mr. Morris re- 
plied, they need not fear, for all their party thould 
have votes. 

Thomas Hackenfield ſaid, he was at the election, 
and would have polled ; whereupon they aſked him, 
who he was for; and he anſwering, for Mr. Saun- 
derſon ; they then aſked him, for whom elſe; and 
he anſwering, for Mr. Rayner, they bid him go 
down, for he had no vote; though the collector 
ſaid, he was in the church-books; and, in fact, 
had paid ſcot and lot above nine years, and had 
voted for Sir Francis Mollineux againſt Sir Richard 
Erle: however, he owned, that Richard Bakeman 
lived under the ſame roof; but he ſaid his was a 
diſtin&t dwelling, and each had a door. 

Mr. Robert Banks ſaid, he went into the cham- 
ber to vote; and met Doctor Yarborough, who ſaid 
to him (with a curſe) ** take the oaths:” whereupon 
he offered ſo to do; but they thruſt him away: and 
the doctor run his cane at him; ſo he was forced 
to go away without polling, though he has paid 
ſcot and lot eighteen years, and is an houſekeeper, 
and had yoted for Sir Francis Mollineux at two or 
three former elections; and at this time, doctor 
Yarborough had fent to him to vote for Sir Francis 
Mollineux. 

Bartholomew Martin faid, he voted at the elec- 


voti 


that he had had his trial before. It was owned, 


the chamber was full; and Sir John Bolles and Mr. 


Clerk were there for Mr. Rayner. 


Robert Pocklington ſaid, he was denied his vote, 
and told, ir" wap th agreed by the company's though 


4 


John Branſdale ſaid, there were three of them 
working for alderman Ellis the day before the elec- 


for Sir Francis Mollineux were treated fairly. 

Wilſon ſaid, he complained to Mr. Hewet, who 
threatened to break his head; and that Mr. Rayner 
himſelf was thruſt down. 

The petitioner's counſel alſo inſiſted on ſome indi- 
rect in making the rate: and called John 
Hobman, who ſaid, the uſual time for delivering 
out the poor's book was at Midſummer. 

And Gabriel Alby, who was overſeer in 1698, 
ſaid, he did not receive it till the morning of the 
election; and that it was that morning ſigned by the 
Juſtices : but ſaid, he did not ſee it ſigned but it 
was dated, as ſigned the 4th of June : but nothing 
more was made out in reſpect of this matter, 

As to the inſiſted to be in the poor's rate 
as well for 1697 as 1698, and refuſed to be polled ; 
it did appear, that Mr. Banks, John Booth, John 
Leeſon, James Wharton, Thomas Hopkinſon, 
Richard Cook, John Doubleday, John Farley, 
Richard Lovet, Robert Pocklington, Mr. John 
Clayton, Richard Heppinſtall, William Stevenſon, 
John Comyns, William Corke, John Lees, Ste- 
phen Martin, John Shackleton, Charles Statham, 
William Elſton, were all rated in 1698, and moſt 
of them in 1697. 

As to the four who paid, and are rated in other 
names; Wilſon faid, Robert Fowkes paid both in 
1697 and 1698, though his mother's name remain- 
ed in the books. | 

Clark faid, he received of Robert Fowkes, in 
his own name and right, in 1698 : that he received 
of Robert Wootton, though not named in the books. 
Robert Wootton ſaid, he paid to Clark in 1698, 
for church and poor, in his own right; but believes 
his father Fowkes's name only is in the books, 

they live in two diſtinct dwellings. 

Spragging ſaid, he received of William Pace for 
the poor in 1698 ; though John Pace's name is in 
the rate 


William Pace ſaid, that he paid to church and 
poor 138. 4 d. in his own right, in 1698 : that his 
father paid ten years before, under the title of Sta- 

s name. 

As to the three charged only in 1698, it appeared; 
that Jackſon and the two Hares, were ſo charged. 
Though the counſel alledged, there were eight 
charged in 1697, and fraudulently left out in 1698; 
evidence was only given to ſeven; and it appeared, 
by the book, that Snow, Robinſon, and no 


were charged in 1697. But the book for 1697, for 
one part of the town not being produced, they call- 
ed then collectors; Mr. Clark and Mr. Sprag- 


ging, who faid, they of Robert Hall, in 
1697, for a little cloſe : that Dixon and Goddard 


are rated for 1697, but they could not pay, \ bag 
poor ; that Hackenfield's wife paid them. 

As to the fifteen others infiſted on to be left out 
of the poor's rate fraudulently, they called Cumber- 
land and Bilſon; who faid, Pearſon rents 38 s. 
yearly ; and is able to pay: that Poe was one of 
the town waits, and lived as well as moſt in town : 
that Rawlins is a carpenter, has a good trade, and 
lives in a houſe of 308. yearly ; but could not ſay, 
he ever paid: that Ragſdale is a labourer, and lives 
in an houſe of 15 s. yearly : that Hilton lives in an 
houſe of 21s, a year; believes him able, but can- 
not ſay, he ever paid: that Tuxford's rent is 20 8. 
yearly, is a tapſter, and able to pay : that Jackſon 
is a Carpenter, lives handſomely in an houſe of 
20s. yearly: that Wilſon is a earpenter, and his 
houſe about 20s. yearly : that Holland is a flax- 
dreſſer, and maintains his family well: that Naylor 
is a labourer, his houſe about 12 8. yearly ; but 
cannot ſay, whether he is able: that Alcock is a 
Joiner, and lives handſomely in a little houſe ; but 
cannot ſay, whether able: that Gabitas lives in an 
houſe of 19 8. yearly : that Hoyes is a ropemaker ; 
cannot tell his rent, but believes him able. 

Gilbert Cozens they could not ſpeak to. Richard 
Hodſon was found in the books for 1698. 

Cumberland was called to prove theſe ſeveral 
perſons inſiſted on being polled, but were refuſed : 
and he ſaid, he was in the chamber, where the poll 
was taken, at the time of the poll; but he could 
not ſay, the perſons demanded to be polled in the 
hearing of the mayor ; but he heard them; and 
the mayor knew who they were for, and would 
preſently bid them be put down; and as they went 
down, he aſked them, who they were for : 

And that 1. Robert Banks, 2. John Booth, 
3- John Leeſon, 4. James Wharton, 5. Thomas 
Hopkinſon, 6. Richard Cook, 7. John Doubleday, 
8. John Farley, 9. Richard Lovet, 10. Robert 
Pocklington, 11. John Clayton, 12. Richard Hep- 
pinſtall, 13. William Stevenſon, 14. John Comyns, 
15. Charles Statham, 16. William Corke, 17. John 
Leeze, 18. Stephen Martin, 19. John Shackleton, 
20. William Elſon, 21. Robert Fawkes, 22. Ro- 
bert Wootton, 23. William Pace, 24. George 
Jackſon, 25. Paul Hare, 26. Paul Hare, 27. — 
Snow, 28. —— Robinſon, 29. Robert Hall, 
30. Francis Dixon, 31. Thomas Knight, 32. Ni- 
cholas Goddard, 33. Thomas Hackenfield, 34. Ed- 
ward Peirſon, 35. Richard Poe, 36. Thomas 
Rawlins, 37. John Ragſdale, 38. William Hilton, 
39. Henry Tuxford, 40. Richard Hodſon, 41. Ti- 
mothy Jackſon, 42. John Wilſon, 43. Johp Hol- 
land, 44. Richard Naylor, 45. Richard Alcock, 
46. William Gabitas, 47. Robert Hoyes, were 
ſeverally in the chamber, and would have polled 
for Mr. Saunderſon and Mr. Rayner ; or, at leaſt, 
for Mr. Rayner. 

They then proceeded to take off ſeventeen who 
were inſerted in the petitioner's poll: and called 
Peate and Clark. Peate ſaid, he was an officer in 
1697 and 1698; and knew Kitchin; and he did 
not pay; but was excuſed on giving up his ac- 
compts ; that Sutton was a child, and received 1 3. 
and 6d. weekly, for charity, in 1697 : that Lilly 
lives at Kelham, about two miles from Newark : 
that he took an houſe, but never brought his fa- 
mily to it; and was diſcharged for want of ſecurity, 
the year before the election: that Surft was not of 
age, and an apprentice ; and they produced a cer- 
tificate of his baptiſm in 1678 : ſaid, he was there 
all the time of the poll, and did not fee Richard 

Hunt; 
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Hunt; but they inſerted his name from * paper 
chat was given in. 

Randolph ſaid, he was with Hunt all the time 
of the poll, in the Bell chamber; and he being for 
Mr. Raynet, and Hunt for Sir Francis Mollineux, 
they agreed not to come; and were locked * by 
the ſexton. 

Wilſon ſaid, the mayor fag ee him to write 
down Hunt's name; though he did not ſee him 
there. 

Clark ſaid, Chee ſeman lives in the next yard to 
him; and he never knew him an houſekeeper: that 
he uſed to employ him to weed woad ; and believed 
he never paid; and that he had been diſcharged 
for poverty, ſince Michaelmas. 

Hern and Wilſon, or one of them, ſaid, they 
could not find Billing's name in the book, either in 
1697 or 1698 : that the Tent of his houſe. is 11 s. 
yearly : that Lupton is not in the poor's book : his 
rent 15 . yearly : that Roger Hewet is 'not in the 


poor's book; his rent 7 s. yearly; and he was ex- 


cuſed his rent for poverty, and had charity before 
the election: that Scorer is not in the books; is 
bellman; but believes he may be able: that Bland 
is not in the book, and very poor. 

Barnſdale owned before the committee, he was 
not rated in 1698: that Oxfringe was not rated till 
1698 : that Middleback was not rated till 1698; 
his rent 5s, yearly and lives in an almſhouſe : that 
White's rent is but 9s. yearly z which is not taxable : 
that Reed's rent is but 18 8. yearly; and not rated 
till 1698: that Gill's rent is but 10 or 118. yearly, 
and not charged till 1698. And Gill himſelf was 
preſent, and ſaid, he did not pay before this election: 


that alderman Hering and Sir Francis deſired his 


vote, though he told his maſter, he. had no vote. 

Willſon ſaid, he voted for Mr. Rayner and Mr. 
Saunderſon ; and they inſerted him in the poll for 
Sir Francis Mollineux and Mr. Saunderſon + that 
he heard alderman Snell ſay, right or wrong, gen- 


tlemen, we will have it ; ſpeaking to all the com- 


pany. BY 
To anſwer this evidence, for Sir Francis Molli- 


neux, it was inſiſted ; that it would be hard to put 


Sir Francis Mollineux extempore on juſtifying all 
the votes excepted to; but they ſaid, . they ſhould 


rely on an agreement between the candidates; viz. 


That none of the candidates ſhould be preſent; but 


two perſons on each's behalf, to agree among them- 
ſelves what perſons were qualificd to vote; and ac- 


cordingly the mayor was to direct the clerk to. ſet 
them down: that none, who did not pay ſcot and 


lot, ſhould vote: that only one ſhould vote for one 


houſe. And alſo inſiſted, that the polling place 
was the ſame as uſual, viz. in the chamber; and 


that now, as formerly, they came up the ſtairs to 


the chamber; and, when. they went away, they 


went down by a ladder into the church yard. 


That, if any riot or diforder was, it was dul 
Mr. Rayner and his party. 

And called Henly and Scorer, . who ſaid, they. 
were conſtables at the election. And Henly ſaid, 
the poll was taken at the uſual place, in the cham- 


ber over the ſouth porch; that now, as at former 


elections, they went from the chamber, by a ladder, 
into the church yard. YEP: A 

The faid Henly and Scorer ſaid, they were placed. 
to keep the ſouth door of the church: that, before 
the church doors were ſhut up, the voters were ge- 
nerally let in; and they were appointed td keep 
out the rabble: but, after the poll was over, Mr. 
Hern, and others of Mr. Rayner's party, encourag- 


— 


ed by: Mt. nee in the kd of dam, bien 
with others without; endeavoured, by violence, to 
force the door, and preſſed upon them; and one 
chrew a ſtone at Henly, and hit him on the neck; 
and Scorer ſaid, his arms were like to be pulled 
from his body; and ſeveral 8 
and put themſelves in a fighting poſture; and 
called out, a Rayner!” ? 
Killinger ſaid, he heard ſome fay, (almoſt at the 
end of the poll) that Sir Francis Mollineux, and all 
there, ſhould not come down alive: that Gibſon, 
and others, who voted for Mr. Rayner, had their 
cravats off, and ſticks in their hands, before the 
election was declared: that he voted for Sir Francis 
Mollineux ; and, before he came off the bottom 
of the ladder, Gunter beat him off, and abuſed 
him, becauſe he voted for Sir Francis Mollineux ; 
and thoſe for Mr. Rayner were not uſed ſo ill: that 
ſtones, were thrown: into the chamber, before the 
poll was ended, and others in the market. place, 
when Sir Francis was in the chair. | 

Clay ſaid, he was in the chamber all the time x 
and did not obſerve any illegal P 
 Henly ſaid, that Sir Francis Mollineux deſired 
him to let in Mr. Smith, the parſon, at the north 
door, there being a great crowd; but Mr. Rayner 


put his back to the door, and ſaid, if _ let 2 origi- 


in, he would break his pate. | 
Henly, Blunt, and Stow, ſaid, that one Farrer 
going up ſtairs to the chamber to vote, Mr. Rayner 
held up his cane at him, and would not let him go 
up, telling him, he had no vote; and Blunt ſaid, 
Mr. Rayner ſtruck at Farrer, and abuſed him, 
though he did not ſee any provocation given him, 
As to the agreement Clay, Read, Potter, and 
Clark, ſaid, that it was agreed, before the poll, 
that none ſhould vote, but ſuch as were in the town 
aſſeſſments to the poor: that ſuch as received pa- 


riſh collection ſhould not vote; and there ſhould 


only be one vote for an houſe, according to the 
late act of parliament. 

And che agreement vgs made by thoſe they 
called the triers, no one oppoſing; and the triers were 
two appointed by each candidate, to ſee things car- 
ried fairly; neither of the candidates being in the 
chamber where the poll was: that accordingly, they 
believed, ſeveral who lived two in one houſe, who 
were for Sir Francis Mollineux, were not admitted 
to poll; and ſeveral for not being aſſeſſed. Mr. 
Read ſaid, when the poll was over, Mr. Rayner 
aſked Sir John Bolles, how it went; and Sir John, 
anſwering, he had loſt it by two, Mr. Rayner bid 
him proclaim the other. two. 

As to thoſe Mr. Rayner would have added to his 
poll, it was inſiſted for Sir Francis Mollineux, that 
they were generally inmates : and called Ally, Kil- 
linger, and Henly : one or more of whom. ſaid, 
Booth was a beggar, though on the books; that 
Leeſon's wife did the ſame. at Chriſtmas, before and 
ſince the election; Wharton was not ſpoke to: 
Hopkinſon lives in Reynold's houſe, _ and has a 
chamber there: Cook, at the time of the election, 
lived in part of Hobman's houſe : that it has been 
diſtinct ſeveral years; but both go in at one door, 
and have but one brewhouſe: that Doubleday lived 
in an houſe of Mr. Richard Eaſtland's in ſome 
back room, and they had but one common door: 
but it was owned, he kept a mercer's ſhop, was 
rated, paid, and had borne offices: that Farley, 
lived in part of an houſe, with one Hall; but it 
was divided twelve months before the election: 
one being an innkeeper, the other a joiner : that 

Lovet 
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Lovet tabled with Bradſhaw, a weaver ;, but could 
not fay, whether he paid rates; yet owned, he was 
a butcher, and had a ſhop at a diſtance from the 
houſe where he tabled : that Pocklington lived with 
Samuel Wilſon ; and Pocklington was refuſed, be- 
cauſe Wilſon had voted : yet owned, they were 
diſtin dwellings, and had been ſo a year before 
the election: that Pocklington rented a great deal 
of ground; paid rates; and had been chamberlain. 

As to Clayton, Heppinſtall, Stevenfon, Comyns, 
and Statham, there was no anſwer. 

That Cork lived in' part of the houſe with John 
Comyns ; that each go in at a common door, 
though each had a door to his dwelling : that John 
Lee's was the like caſe: that Martin was very poor; 
and would not pay to the poor; and was excufed by 
the juſtices : that Shakleton lives in a little tenement 
in a yard; but paid two pence half-penny a quarter: 
that Elſton is very poor. 

As to thoſe charged in 1697, and not in 1698, 
the counſel infiſted, that the books were to be the 
meaſure they were to go by, and no fraud was 
proved: however; Ally, Henly and Killingham, 
faid, Robinſon's name was not in the rate till after 
the election; but, when his brother died, he con- 
tracted for his perſonal eftatez and hired the houſe 
ſome time before the election: that he had part of 
George Witkinſon's houſe, who did not vote. 

No anſwer was given as to Hall, That Knight 
lived with his father; and his father had a vote: 
that Gaildend: was very poor: that Hackanficld and 
Dixon were very poor 

As to the — ſaid to have paid, though 
rated in other names Fawkes is a tabler, and 
lives with his mother ; and ſhe paid the aſſeſſment 
in 1698 : but it was owned, he kept a ſadler's ſhop 
twelve months before the election: that Robert 
Wootton was an inmate with his father at the time 
of the election; and faid, he neither did nor would 
pay: that William Pace lived with his father. 

As to thoſe in the aſſeſſment for 1698, and not 
admitted to poll George Jackſon was a drunken 
idle fellow : that Hare ſenior, though rated, told 
the overſeer, he was not able to pay; and has a 
weekly allowance, but could not ſay at the time of 
the election: that Hare junior lived with Hering; 
but his dwelling was divided a year or two before 
the election, and they bave two doors to the ſtreet. 

As to thoſe ſaid to be left fraudulently out of 
the rate———Pierſon's circumſtances were very mean 
at the time of the election: Poe is able to pay: 
Rawlins is a carpenter, but mean, and a new comer: 
Ragſdale was poor ; and his mother and he lived 
in one room : Hilton is an inmate, and rents a 
room of 10s. yearly of Mr. Rawſon : Tuxford is a 
tapſtet, and lived in a little dark place: Hud- 
ſon was found rated, but very poor: Jackſon 
poor, and not able to pay: Wilſon is run away; 
and was very poor at the time of the election: 
Folland very poor: Naylor the ſhalloweſt creature 
in the world: Alcock the fame : Gabitas and Hoyes 
were not able to pay. 

Then Sir Francis Mollineux's counſel proceeded. 
to juſtify che cighteen votes, againſt whom excep- 
tions were made by the petitioner, 

The beſoreſaid three witneſſes, or one of them, 
faid, that Kitchin did pay in 1698; is a graſier, 
and was: taxed for his trade, returning 1000 per 
annum, in hogs: that Sutton had eight pence 


weekly collection for his child: that Lilly paid the 


king's aſſeſſment for 2 malt houſe in this borough, 
which he left ſoon after the election ; nor could he 
Parr II. 
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ſay he lodged at Newark : admitted Smith to be a 
minor : that Cheeſeman rented an houſe, which he 
left Lady-day laſt ; that he was not relieved in 1698, 
but has 1 that he could not ſay Billing 
was rated in 1698; but married a widow ſince, and 
carries on a pretty trade : that Lupton, Hewet, and 
Bland, were allowed to be very poor; and neither 
they or Scorer rated: that Barnſdale, Oxſpring, 
Milbrook, Read, and William Gill, are able to 
pay; and Oxſpring always voted. 

White ſaid, he paid; and had done fo before the 
election.— As to Wilſon, his vote reſted upon the 
poll, and the petitioner's evidence 

They then excepted to twelve of the penitioner's 
voters: but, gave evidence only as to eleven. 

Alby and Killiner, or one of them, ſaid, that 
Hutchinſon, Wilſon, and another lived in one houſe : 
that Armſtrong lives with another perſon ; and his 
children beg: that Bellamy cannot work, and is very 
poor : Gregg is an inmate with Burton : Brown is 4 
malſter ; but his wife begs at Chriſtmas : Booth 
begs daily : Drew's wife and child do the ſame : 
Bridgeman is very poor: Arnold lives in a part of 
Hobland's houſe, but aſunder: Goddard is poor, 
and goes about with nails : Clark is an inmate. 

In reply —Mr. Clark ſaid, he was an inſpector, 

with Sir John Bolles, for Mr. Rayner. He own+ 
ed, it was agreed, that none ſhould poll, but ſuch 
as paid ſcot and lot, according to the charter: 
and that none ſhould vote, who had collection. As 
to voting only one vote for an houſe, he ſaid, the 
act in that caſe was brought before them; but knew 
of no agreement about it: that, after the election, 
the people were in an outrage, becauſe they thought 
themſelves injured: and Mr. Rayner deſired them 
to bo quiet, and he would ſee to do himſelf and 
them right, and did not agree to the return. 
Sir Matthew Jenſon ſaid, that, after the poll, 
alderman Snell endeavoured to get a conſent of Mr. 
Rayner; but he refuſed it: that he was in the 
church; and Mr. Hewet came down, and ſaid, he 
believed they would Cock Sir # Francis Mollingux 
on the head. 

The petitioner, to wks ha exceptions againſt 
his voters, called Spragging z who ſaid, that Hutch- 
inſon paid ſcot and. lot, at the time of the election: 
that Armſtrong is rated to the poor, but excuſed to 
the church, being a ringer : Bellamy was in the rate : 
Brown paid in 1698 ; and he never knew any of his 
family beg: that Booth paid in 1698, but begged 
before and ſince the election: that Drewry paid in 
1698, but is a beggar: that Bridgeman paid 
in 1698, and is an houſekeeper: that Arnold 
paid in 1698, and has done ſo two years; goes 
into his houſe at the common door, but has a 
diſtin& tenement : that Goddard, ſenior, is a houſe- 
keeper : that Clark paid in 1698, and is a houſe- 
keeper, but could not ſay, he lived alone. 

John Clark ſaid, Gregg, is charged, and is 
churchwarden and has voted theſe ten years. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, that all 
the inhabitants within this borough, who pay, or 
ought to pay, ſcot and lot within the ſaid borough, 
have a right to vote at the election of members to 
ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough, 

That Sir Francis Mollineux, baronet, is not du- 
ly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlja- 
ment for the ſaid borough. | 

That John Rayner, eſquire, is duly elected 4 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the 


ſaid borough. 
The firſt reſolution being read a ſecond time; 
B | an 
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an amendment was propoſed to be made therein, after 
the word *© that,” to inſert the mayor, aldermen, 
&* and” to which the houſe agreed, and refolved, 

That the houſe doth agree with the committee in 
the ſaid reſolution, ſo amended ; that the mayor, 
aldermen, and all the inhabitants within this bo- 
rough, who pay, or ought to pay, ſcot and lot within 
the ſaid borough, have a right to vote at the elec- 
tion of members weve? in parliament for the ſaid 
borough. 

The ſecond and third reſolutions, being read a 
ſecond time, were, upon the queſtion m put 
thereupon, agreed unto by the houſe. 

. Ordered, that the clerk of the crown do attend 
this houſe to-morrow morning, to amend the return 
for the ſaid borough, by raſing out the name of Sir 
Francis Mollineux, baronet, and inſerting the name 
of John Rayner, eſquire, inſtead thereof. 

Ordered, that Edward Hobſon, late mayor of 
this borough, for his itregular proceedings at the 
election for the ſaid borough, be taken into the 
cuſtody of the Sergeant at Arms attending this houſe. 

Feb. 14th, 1700. A petition of James Saunder- 
ſon, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner 
ſtood a' candidate with Sir George Markham, to 
ſerve as a burgeſs in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : at which election divers perſons were al- 
lowed to vote for Sir George Markham, who 
were not qualified; and many, who were qua- 
lified, were refuſed to vote for the petitioner; 
and ſeveral undue practices were made uſe of by Mr. 
Bernard Wilſon, to get votes for Sir George Mark- 
ham, and to diſcourage others from voting for the 

itioner : and the mayor of the ſaid borough hath 
returned Sir George Markham, to the petitioner's 
infary, who was legally choſen : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the conſideration of the ſaid petition 

be referred to the committee of privileges and elec- 


tions, and that they do examine the matter there- 


of, and report the ſame, vith'thelr opidion-theriin, 
to the houſ. 


Jan. 3d, 1701. A petition of John FEW) eſ- 


quire, was read; ſhewing, that, at the election of 
members to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


borough, the honourable James Saunderſon, eſquire, 
Sir Matthew Jenniſon, and the petitioner, ſtood 


candidates: that Sir Matthew Jenniſon, after the 
teſte of the writ, by himſelf and agents, in a public 
manner, did give and ſend money to all the publick 
houſes in che ſaid borough, and cauſed all the vo- 
ters to be publickly entertained there, in order to 
procure himſelf, and Sir George Markham, to be 
elected: by which, and many other undue practices, 
the ſaid Sir Matthew Jenniſon procured himſelf to 
be returned; though the petitioner, ſetting aſide the 
votes unduly obtained by Sir Matthew, had the ma- 
Jority of legal electors : and praying &c e. 

Ordered, that the confidetaiion of the Bad pet 
tion be referred to the committee of privileges and 
22 eee 

report ſame, with bir eee en, to 
. 1 

Dec. 5th, 1710. A petition'of Richard Sutin, 
Sue was adv r that, at the election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
Sir Thomas Willoughby and the petitioner | were 
duly elected; notwithſtanding Richard N 
and his agents, by beating ſeveral of the petitioner's 
good voters, deterring others from coming to vote 
for him; and by bribery, and other undue practices, 
Mr. Newdigate hath procured himſelf to be returned 


with Sir Thomas Willoughby, to the petirivner's 
prejudice : and praying &c. 


© keeper; —Sheweth, that he had moved the Lord- 


Ordered, that the conſideration of the ſaid petiz 
tion be referred to the committee of privileges and 
elections, and that they do examine the matter 
thereof, and report the ſame, with their opinion 
therein, to the houſe, | 

March 30, 1715. A petition of Richard New- 
digate, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
election of this borough, the honourable brigadier 
Richard Sutton and the honourable Conyers Darcy, 
eſquires, with the Petitioner, were candidates; that 
the ſaid brigadier Sutton and Mr. Darcy by threats, 
bribery, and other illegal practices, procured them- 
ſelves to be returned in prejudice of the petitioner, Ib 
who had a majority of legal votes, and ought to 
have been returned: and praying &c, _ 

Ordered, that it be referred. to the committee of 

and elections to examine the matter, and Ib; 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 14. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for 
electing, a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for this. borough, in the room of the honourable 
Conyers Darcy, eſquire, made maſter of the horſe. 
Jan. aa, 1919. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for elefting a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, for this borough, in the room of Conyers 
Darcy, eſquire, made maſter of the houſhold. 
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HIS borough is within the county of Staf- 
ford: It was incorporated by King Charles 

II. der dan w ede Un pendler tic 
28th of Edward III. and hath continued to be ſa f | 
till this time. I have not ſeen any of the ancient Ib 
returns; nor have I met with any memoirs!:of its 
right of election, until ſince the reformation, when 
the journals of the houſe of commons afford the fol- 
lowing memoirs relating to the ſa e. 

March 1, 1592. Upon rr. 
mittee of privileges by Mr. Serjeant Velverton ufa! 
Thomas Fitzherbert, of Staffordſhire, being outlawed ce e 
upon a capias utlagatum after judgment, was elected whole de- 
burgeſs for this borough: and rwo hours afeer his wu. Of, 
election, before the indenture returned, the ſheriff ar- Dewes 
reſted him upon the capias wiagatum; and he was was Journal, 
detained in execution. Now ſendeth to this 287, 482, 
houſe to have a writ from the ſame to be enlarged, 400, 502, 
to have the privilege in this caſe to be grantable.— 5'+ 
Upon this, a debate — broke off without 
any refolution. - 7 % Ib. t, 

March ad. There: un 20 eee eps. 
but this of Mr. Fitzherbert's: and it was agreed to 
ſend an Habeas Corpus cum cauſa to the Hheriff, to 
bring the party to the houſe. Ib. 490. 

March 7th. Sir Edward Hobby movech the 
cauſe of Mr. Fitzherbert, his bringing up unto the 
houſe by an Habeas Corpus cum cauſa from the Lord- 


480. 


keeper rovithing the ſaid writ; and that his | 
thinketh beſt that in regard of the ancient liberties 
and privileges of the houſe, that a Sergeant at Arms 
be ſent, by the order of the houſe, for the ſaid Mr. 
Fitzherbert, at his own charge; by reaſon whereof 
he may be brought hither to the houſe, without pe- 
ril of further being arreſted by the way; and the 
ſtate of his cauſe to be conſidered of and examined, 
when he ſhall be brought hither: which was well 


liked, and allowed by the houſe. 5 Ib. goꝛ. 


March 19th. The ſheriffs of Derby and their 
coun Wit beird, wycking the fald waar. And 
the houſe reſolved, 

That this houſe, being u court of record): would 
take no notice of matter of fact at all in the ſaid 

I | | ' +» ale, 


Journal, 
79, 480. 
ee the 


whole de- 
date of 
hiscaſe in 
Dewes 
Journal. 
479, 480, 
481, 482, 
190, 502, 
512, 514. 


b. 481, 
82. 


Ib. 490. 


b. 502. 


Ibid. 5 12. 


Ibid. 5 14. 


Ibid. 518. 
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taſe, but only matters of record; and that Mr. 
Speaker on behalf of the houſe ſhould move—the 
Lord Keeper of the great ſeal for return to. be made 
by the ſheriff into Chancery of the writ of Habeas 
Corpus cum cauſe, in that caſe lately awarded by his 
lordſhip to the ſaid ſheriff, upon motion to his lord- 
ſhip from this houſe in that behalf, according to the 
purport of the ſaid writ; which not being done 
with ſuch due expedition as it ought, (the ſame be- 
ing indilate,) his lordſhip will, at the requeſt of this 
houſe, aſſeſs a good round fine upon the ſaid ſheriff 
for his contempt. 

March 30. Mr. Broughton and Sir Edward Dyer 
were appointed to attend the Lord Keeper, touching 
the return of the Habeas Corpus cum cauſa for bring- 

up the body of Mr. Fitzherbert. 

April 3. The return of the Habeas Corpus cum 
cauſa . made by the ſheriff of the county of a 
for Mr. Thomas Fitzherbert. 

The houſe was informed, that the Lord Keeper 
had ſent the record of Mr. Fitzherbert's execution 
hither to the houſe. That the chancery- men, who 
brought it, were called to the bar, and read it, ut 
clerici : and the houſe appointed the writ ſent out of 


chancery to be annext to the record. The words of 


the writ were—4##bi precipimus * capias corpus 
Thome Fitzberbert = Sc. Dat. apud Weſt- 
monaſterium . Martii, 330. Eliz. The ſheriff's re- 
turn; deliberatum fuit boc breve 1 5*. die Martii, Sc. 
ſed ante adventum iſtius brevis ſcilicet, 39. Feb. 389. 
Eliz. captus fuit Thomas F (= wn &c. Upon 
this, the matter was debated ; but no reſolution. 
April 5. The ſaid matter was again debated; and 
thereupon grew two queſtions: 1. Whether Mr. Fitz- 
herbert were a member of. the houſe ? 2. Whether 
admitting he were, yet whether he ought to have 
The judgment of the houſe was, that Thomas 
Fitzherbert was, by his election, a member of the 
houſe; yet he ought not to have privilege, 1ſt, becauſe 
he was taken in execution before the return of the 


. indenture, —2dly, becauſe he had been outlawed at 


the Queen's ſuit, and was now taken in execution for 
the Queen's debt.— 3dly, and laſtly, in regard he 
was ſo taken by the ſheriff, neither ſedente R.. 
nor eundo nor redeundo. 

April 9, 1624. Mr. Glanville reported from the 
committee of privileges for this borough — The caſe 
thus. The cuſtom this. — The mayor, aldermen, 
two bailiffs, and twenty four, and all common coun- 
cil, uſed to return. This appeared by ancient inden- 
ture. Have a new charter. Incorporated by a new 


name. Made a conſtitution, that the mayor, two 


bailiffs, and chief burgeſſes, ſhould elect.—Accord- 
ing to this they have elected. — At the day, the chief 
at the upper room, none of the commonalty.— Mr. 
Lucy 26.— Sir Edward Vere 16.— — 
After a go or 40.— Afternoon for Keeling, and fo 
departed. Two points : 1. Of opinion, that Mr. 
Lucy was well choſen, no body againſt him. 2, Next 
that Sir Edward Vere was not well elected, nor Mr. 
Keeling : and ſo a new writ. 

The coming. of theſe | burgeſſes in an undue 
manner, and went to the polling above. Theſe were 
not lawfully preſent. 

Reſolyed, upon the queſtion, that this "an e 
tion alters not the former cuſtom, and that Mr. Ri- 
chard Lucy was well choſen ;. and that the election 
void for Sir Edward Vere and Mr. Keeling ; and that 
a new writ ſhall go out for the election of a new 
burgeſs. 

May 4, 1675. A petition of Sir John Bowyer, ba- 


| ronet, was read; complaining of ſeveral undue prac- 


\ 


tices, uſed in the election of Leveſon Gower, eſquire; 
to ſerve for this borough, in injury of the petitioner. 

Ordered, (if it'be not excluded in point of time) 
to be referred to the committee of privileges and 
elections to examine, and report with their opinion. 

May 23, 1685. A petition of Sir Thomas Bellot, 
baronet, and William Leveſon Gower, eſquire, com- 
plaining of the undue return and election of Edward 
Manwaring and William Sneyd, junior, eſquires, as 
burgeſſes for this borough; to ſerve in the preſent par- 
liament, in injury of the petitioners, who were duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame with their opinion. 

Dec. 21, 1699. A petition of John Lawton, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that on the 28th day 
of November laſt, the petitioner and Mr. Cotton 
were candidates for one of the burgeſſes for this 
town; and the petitioner polled 140, and Mr. Cot- 
ton 155; but a great many of his voices were un- 
qualified, by reaſon they received alms of the ſaid 
town, and the petitioner had the majority of quali- 
fied votes, and ought to have been returned; and 
beſides this, Mr. Cotton and his agents expended 
upon the voters above 3001. in meat and drink; alſo 
beneficial preſents and ſums of money, as bribes, to 
ſeveral perſons for their votes; and promiſes to others 
of leaſes of houſes and lands ; all which proceedings 
are contrary to a late act of parliament to prevent 
expences in elections, and injurious to the petitioner's 
right: and praying, &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to 29 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Feb. 28. Ordered, Mr. Lawton have leave to 
withdraw his petition, _ 

Dec. 15, 1703. A petition of Sir Thomas Bel- 
lot, baronet; ſhewing, that at the election of a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, in the room of the lord Gower ; the peti- 
tioner and John Crew Offley, eſquire, were candi- 
dates; and the petitioner was duly elected, and 
ought to have been returned; but Mr. Burton, the 
preſent mayor, polled ſeveral for Mr. Offley, who 
had no right to vote, and rejected ſeveral, who had 
a right, and would have polled for the petitioner 
and hath returned Mr. Offley, to the petitioner's 
prejudice ; and the ſaid mayor, Mr. Offley himſelf, 
the late mayor, and other of Mr, Offley's agents, 
did, by treating, bribery, and other illegal means, 
procure voices for him: and praying, &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Jan. 27. Ordered, the report be made on Tueſday 
next. 

Feb. 1. Mr. Bromley reported the matter of the 
ſaid election, upon the ſaid petition. — That it was 
agreed, the right of election was in the mayor, bai- 
liffs, and burgeſſes. That the ſons of freemen, born 
while their fathers were reſident within the borough, 
and thoſe who have ſerved their apprenticeſhips, de- 
manding to be made free within a year after their ap- 
prenticeſhips expired, have a right to their freedom. — 
That it was alſo agreed, that the burgeſſes, living 
out of the borough one year and one day, have no 
right to their freedoms. 

The petitioner's counſel opened. They did not 
pretend to a majority on the poll, nor particularly 
to take off ſo many votes as would give it them, 
but ſhould prove ſuch practices in Mr. Offley W» 
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his agents, as would fet aſide the election; and 
the committee would be of opinion, that the 
petitioner with a lefs number was duly elected. 
They called evidence, to prove the mayor was very 
partial in ſoliciting votes for the fitting member; 
in refuſing to ſwear ſome that had a right to their 
freedom ; in denying to poll others; and in binding 
ſome of the petitioner's voters to the peace, Alſo 
there was evidence given as to treating and enter- 
tainments for Mr. Offley. —That at the election 
there were ſeveral by-brewers, who drew drink for 
the burgeſſes, that voted for Mr. Offley, and the 
houſes were diſtinguiſhed by green boughs at their 
doors : and that Mr. Offley had given two ſhillings 
and fix-pence to two of the voters. 
That in anſwer, Mr. Offiey's counſel firſt pro- 


duced the poll ; upon which it appeared, that there 


were for Mr. Offley 224; for the petitioner 83. 
And evidence was given, that, the firſt time Mr. 
Offiey came to the borough, he was promiſed 240 
votes, and was therefore under no temptation to uſe 
any indirect practices to ſecure his election. That 
no burgeſs was refuſed'his vote, but only # minor, 


who would have voted for Mr, Offtey. That che 


mayor made men free, even en the day of election, 
who demanded their freedom, and refuſed none who 
had a right. That ſome of che burgeſſes, and 
others, were diforderly, and made fuch diſturbance 
at Mr. Offley's inn, that the magiſtrates were ſent 
for, who bound over all indiferently who were in- 
formed againſt, That Mr. Offiey himſelf forbid 
ſeveral publick houſes treating on his account. 
That the burgeſſes, when they were at publick 
houſes, generally paid their clubs. That green 
boughs were common at moſt houſes in the town, 
and ſome ſtrewed in the ſtreets. That ſeveral were 
treated on the petitioner's account. That ſome were 


threatened they ſhould be proſecuted for money they 
owed, if they did not vote for the petitioner : and it 


was engaged, others ſhould not be troubled, if they 


vored for him. That money was given, and more 
offered, and ſome lent, to burgeſſes, with a promiſe 
it ſhould not be demanded, if they voted for the pe- 
titioner. Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That John Crew Offley, eſquire, is not duly e- 
e 
for ein dere — 

That Sir Thomas Bellor; baronet; i noe! duly 
A 
for this borough.” 

That the la checden for d d borough is a 
void election: An the heat (ken 2 
twice read) agreed. 

Reſolved; that no warrant 4, Ib this feſfion 
for making out a new writ for electing a agg 
che ſaid borough, in the room of Mr. Offcy, whoſe 
election is declared void. 

Nov. 2, 1505. A petition of Orew Offley, cr, 
and John Lawton, efquire, was rend: ſhewing; that 
at the election of bu 


Sir Thomas Bellot and Rowland Cotton, eſquire, 
were candidates ; and the petitioners were duly 
elected: but the ſaid Sir Thomas and Mr. Cotton, 
by themſelves,” and Mr. William Burſlan receiver 
general of the taxes for the ſaid county,” Richard 
Welſh, Robert Rhodes, and others their agents, did 


by treating, bribery, menaces, and © other illegal 


practices, procure divers votes, by means whereof : 


the ſaid M N re- 
turned. 
, Ordered, to be referred w the comminee of pi. 


* 


leges to examine and report che matter, with their 
opinion. 

Feb. 16. Ordered the committee of privileges 
and elections do hear the matter of the faid petition 


upon Thurſday next, in the afternoon. 


25th. Ordered, the report be made on Wednef- 


27th. Mr. Compton reported the ſaid matter, 
viz. that the right of election was agreed to be in 
the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes or freemen reſident. 
On the poll, for Sir Thomas Bellot 182——for 
Mr. Cotton 173—for Mr. Offley 168——for Mr. 


Richard Rhodes came and offered bim nine 


and an halt to vote for Sir Thomas Bellor and Mr. 


Bellot z but he did not receive the forty ſhillings. 
Thomas Clows faid, he was in company with 
Bagnat, Biddle and Lilly, wilch lat was cxtytoyed 


at ſeveral places within a week of the election, and 
ſome but three days before the election. 


| Dudley faid, he folicired woes for the firting 
members; 


pa MP . 


wy 
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members; that a werk before the election he met 
Sir Thomas Bellot, who aſked him if he had not 
an intereſt with one Hall; and he telling Sir Tho- 
mas that Hall wanted money, he had ten pounds 
brought him next day by John Richards and 
Rhodes, who bid him give it to Hall, or do what 
he would with it, ſo he his vote for Sir 
Thomas Bellot and Mr. Cotton. That he offered 
to lend the money to Hall, on condition of voting, 
and take Hall's bond for the repayment of the ſame 
quarterly: and Hall refuſing to receive the money 
on theſe terms, he afterwards met Sir Thomas Bel- 
lot, and told him of it; and Sir Thomas Bellot 
bid him keep to the text, and keep the money him- 
ſelf. He voted for Sir Thomas Bellot and Mr. 
Offley ; and ſaid, ſince Michaelmas, he had been 
ſued for the money. 

The counſel for Sir Thomas Bellot and Mr. 


Cotton, to invalidate the petitioner's evidence, 


called Qwlton z who ſaid, in October laſt, he was 


with Dudley, who told him, Mr. Offley wanted 


witneſſes ; and believed, he (the witneſs) knew ſome- 
thing of the matter, and it he would give evidence for 
the petitioners, he ſhould have an hundred pounds, 
or fifty pounds for ſeven years without intereſt, and 
ſhewed a letter from Mr. Offley; and was alſo 
with Dudley, the Mpnday before he came from 
Newcaſtle, who ſhewed him ſome farthings, and 


ſaid, he was to have as many guineas for to go up 
to be a witneſs. 


Dudley was called to confront him, and in a ſo- 
lemn manner denied the matter wherewith Owlton 


charged him. He owned, he had ſeveral letters 


from Mr. Offley, but none ſuch as theſe. 

Mr. Wood ſaid, he-was employed to ſue Dudley 
for the ten pounds, and he was arreſted, and put in 
bail; and having had ſome diſcourſe with Dudley 
about it, he did not pretend it was given him, but 
ſaid he had ſquandered it away, and he would take 
care to ſatisfy Richards. 

Mitchell ſaid, that Clowes was a 2 of no 
reputation, and had taken ſome of Mitchell's goods, 
and ſold them. 

That as to bribery and treating, they called 
Deane; who ſaid, Mr. William Lawton gave him 
thirty ſhillings, for voting for Mr. Lawton and 
Mr. Offley. That he afterwards repented he took 
it, being intended for Sir Thomas Bellot and Mr. 
Cotton, and he laid down the money, but Mr. 


Offley came in and made him take it up again; 


and he produced the money. He alſo ſaid, at 
Crew - Hall he met with Mr. Parrock and Mr. Offley, 
and telling the former he had occaſion for twenty 
ſhillings, he put the twenty ſhillings in his hand, 
at a former election, and was not paid. That he 
lived in a pariſh houſe, and received no collection; 
voted for Mr. Offley and Mr. Cotton. 

Eniveton ſaid, about ten days or a fortnight be- 
fore the election, he was at Mr. Offley's with others, 
and Mr. Offley took ono Cooke aſide and put mo- 
ney into his hand; and they were treated with wine; 
and ſaid he treated at ſeveral houſes for Mr. Offley 
within frye or ſix days of the election, to the amount 
of eight pounds; and named 12 perſons whom he 


bad treated: and that Mr. Sidney, Mr. John Offley's 


ſteward, paid him five pounds. He owned, he diſ- 
burſed money at a former election for Mr. John 
Offley, and had attended at a former committee on 
a diſputed election, and had deſerved ſo much for 
his former trouble. 

Samuel Wetwood ſaid, Mr. Sparrow, who he 
thought was Mr. Lawton's bailiff, aſked his vote 

Paxr II. 


for the petitioners, and he refuſed, becauſe he had 
not been kind to him formerly; whereupon Mr. 
Sparrow gave him fifteen ſhillings, and ſent him 
ſix ſhillings and fix-pence after. That he was allo 
in the mayor's company with one Burton, and they 
aſked Burton for his vote for the petitioners, who 
laid Mr. Offley owed him twenty-nine ſhillings 
formerly, which if they would pay, he would vote 
ſo; and they did pay his bill, and he did fo vote. 

Unwin ſaid, Mr. John Lawton gave him five 
ſhillings, and alſo had three pounds five ſhillings 
of Mr. Hatrell, to vote for the petitioners. 

Margaret Pattiſon ſaid, ſhe heard Boughby offer 
Turner three guineas for his vote, but he inſiſted on 
five, which Boughby gave him, and a crown. That 
Turner put her hand in his, and bid her ſee what 
he had for to vore for Offley and Lawton, and ſhe 
teit four or five pieces; and when he came home, he 
flung them down, and they appeared to be guineas. 

In anſwer for the petitioners ; Mary Stubbs ſaid, 
ſhe knew Boughby to be mad ; and his mother was 
mad, and kept up at the election, and ſeveral times 
before. 

Upon the whole the committee reſolved, 

That Sir Thomas Bellot, baronet, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for 
this borough. 

That Rowland Cotton, eſquire, is not duly e- 
lected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for 
this borough. | 
That Crew Offley, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
gels, to ſerve in this parliament, for this borough. 
That John Lawton, eſquire, is duly elected a 

to ſerve in this parliament, for this bo- 
rough : which, being twice read, were agreed to 
by the houſe; and the return ordered to be a- 
mended. | 
: » Reſolved, that Mr. William Burſlan, receiver 
general: of the county of Stafford, is guilty of bri- 
bery, in  endeavouring to procure the ſaid Sir 
Thomas Bellot and Rowland Cotton to be elected 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough. 
Reſolved, that an humble addreſs be preſented 
to her majeſty, that ſhe will be pleaſed to diſcharge 
the ſaid Mr. William Burſlem from his ſaid em- 
ployment of receiver general. 

Nov. 24, 1708. A petition of Crew Offley and 
John Lawrton, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
election for burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament, for 
this borough ; the petitioners, Sir Thomas Bellot, 
baronet, and Rowland Cotton, were candidares ; 
and the petitioners were duly elected; but Sir 
Thomas Bellot and Mr. Cotton, by themſelves, and 
by Mr. William Burſlem and others their agents, 
did, by treating, bribery, and other illegal practices, 
procure divers votes, whereby the ſaid Sir Thomas 
Bellot and Mr. Cotton are returned burgeſſes, in 
wrong of the petitioners : and praying, &c. 

Ordered it be heard at the bar on the 18th day 
of January next. But it was not heard until 

Feb. 1ſt. The houſe proceeded in the hearing the 
merits of the ſaid election: and the counſel were 
called in, and the faid petition read; and the coun- 
ſel on both ſides heard, and divers witneſſes exa- 
mined. And being withdrawn, 

Reſolved, that Sir Thomas Bellot deceaſed was 
not duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Rowland Cotton is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 


for this borough. 1 


„ 
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lified and duly elected. 
Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, „ CES: 


Broughton, baronet, and Crew Offley, eſquire, was 
read ; ſhewing, that at the election of members for 
chis barough ; the petitioners Henry Vernon and 
Rowland Cotton, eſquires, ſtood candidates; and 
ſeveral perſons wha were born burgeſſes, and others 
rough, and who had a right to be admitted and fworn 
burgeſſes, did before the teſte of thewrit of ſummons, 
apply themſelves to John Fenton mayor, and de- 


procured 
burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, although the peti- 


ä — —̃ — — 
returned: and &c. 
| Qudered it tobe beard at the bar on. the 10th of 
my m——_n L 448 

May roch. Ordered it te be heard on this day 
ſevennight. 

17th. Ordered it to be heard on Saturday next 
at twelve o'clock. 
"21h. Ondrl ie tobe heard oh. dg es 


night. wont 
giſt. The houſs proceeded: inthe hearing of the 
marks of the ORE Ie CEO" OE 
called in and the petition rea. 0 
And the petitioners — 
touching one of the petitioners witnefſes being ſe- 
duced away by the mayor; and alſo witneſſes for 
the adding ſeverat perſons to the-peritioners poll, 
which had been refuſed by "the mayor ; and to 
diſqualify ſeveral of the voters ſor the - mem- 
* CITITES Gy II 
undue. 
And the counſel on dach — a—— 
withdraw. - »+R 3 
Sed w-do-fanker bend en Tha de ua 
— nr 
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ing, and the counſel for the fitting members era 
mined witneſſes to diſcredit the witneſs examined 
on Tueſday, touching one of the petitioners witneſſes | 
being ſeduced away by the mayor; and alſo exa- 
mined witneſſes to diſqualify thoſe perſons who the 
petitioners: counſel] would have added to the peti- 
tioners poll; and to qualify thoſe perſons the peti · 
tioners counſel would have diſqualified ; and alſo to 
diſqualify ſeveral perſons who voted for the _ 


tioner. 

And one Ralph Mare being olferedas 6 Wishes 4 F 
„3535 > IE WHIT TY PET + 107 
thereof, to the burgeſſes: Br. 
| The petitioners counſel objected againſt his bring | 26. 


examined, he being charged by the petitioners evi- 
dence with having confeſſed he had * 
to come up to be a witneſs. 
To ene e et dae der 
Reſolved, that the ſitting members counſel be 
admitted to examine Ralph Mares, a witneſs touch- 
ing wheat being diſtributed at this borough. B. 1 
Mr. Speaker acquainted the counſel therewith. 165 
Then the fitting members counſel examined him 


: and other witneſſes, touching the diſtribution - of 


— . THORNS 
and alſo touching bribery. 

And che fiting members counke ſummed up the 
evidence. 

And che counſel replied ; and called 
„„ ³˙ eres 1s 1 nm ee 
touching « declaration of the petitioner Mr. Offiey, 
before her late — pps jy aneBing 
diftribute the wheat. 

And the Sing members counſel objefted againft 
his being examined as a witneſs, he being charged 
by the Sining members evidence to have diftribotet 
wheat. | © 
X — comnk were heard. n 

. —— — 
admitted to examine Samuel Lowe, in relation to 
the wheat diſtributed at this borougſg. 

And the ſaid Samuel Lowe was examined, and 
alſo a witneſs to diſcredit Ralph Mare, WOW" 
3 

Mr. Cotton was heard in his place. . 

Reſol ved, that Rowland Cotton, eſquire, Was 
n 

borough. 


ment for this 

Reſolved, that Henry Vernon, Wnt is not 
rener 
ment for this borough. 

„ ARatalteck thar'Sir-Brywn Broughton, barunet, is 
CRIT WR A poriie- 


Reſolved, -that — eſytire, is duly v 
elected a to ſerve in chis prefent parliament 1 
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lickly to ſollicit ſome, and terrify others, to vote 
for Sir Walter; and accordingly hath returned him 
in wrong to the petitioner: and praying, &. 

- Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
| 1 
rn - yoo 


NEWCASTLE upon Tine. 


K the county of 
Northumberland. It fent to the 


from the 26th of Edward the firſt, when 


25. Ed. I. the return of the ſherifP's writ was Nomina burgen- 


B. P. R. 
165. 


Willis, 


1749. 12. 


ſium elefti pro communitate burgi Novi Caftri ſuper 
Tinam, funt in cedula buic brevi annex. and received 
ſummons conſtantly for that purpoſe, but often in- 


termitted and made no returns, as appears by the 


returns for the county. (See the county of Nor- 
thamberiand.) The return made to the ſheriff's 
precept, 1*. Ed, III. was this —— Ballivi Novi 
Caftri ſuper Tinam fic reſpondent, quod ipfi tam one- 


poſſunt de difta villa carere ideo executio iftins brevis ad 
fraſens fieri non poteſt. In the reign of King Henry 
the ſixth, it was made a county: and in the 25th 
of that king, the return was between the ſheriff and 


Roger Thornton and William Harding, efquires, 


and thirty- four others, named therein — probes bo- 
mines ville predif. qui proclamationi faite unde in 
brevi buic indentur, conſut, fit mentio imterfuerunt au- 
thoritate ejuſdem brevis eligerunt See the indenture 
in the Appendix. The journals afford — 
of its elections, until this preſent ee bare 
theſe following occur. 

Mar, 30, 1715. A- petition of James Clavering 


of the town and county of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, 


was read ; ſhewing, that at the election for the ſaid 
town and county, Sir William Blacket, baronet, 
William Wrightſon, eſquire, and the petitioner were 
candidates: that the ſaid Sir William Blacket and 
Mr. Wrightſon were returned by Mr. Malfen, 
ſheriff for the ſaid town and county; but the ſaid 
Mr. Wrightſon was not qualified according to the 
late act of parliament ; and therefore the ſaid elec- 
ä — Wrightſon is void. And that 
qualified, and having polled 
— xty two legal votes was duly 
ny and. 0oght tobe ae in nom of the 
and praying, &c. 
. : Oudeved, char ir be referred to the commitree of 
and elections to examine the matter, and 
— — 


| NEWPORT in Cornwall. 


Tangent rn: the couny of Corn 
Wall. It never ſent a burgeſs to parliament, 
umil che reign of Edward the ſixth, from which 
time it has continued ſo to do. The memoirs I 
FF ww reRicag tate mem: 
bers in that reſpect, are theſe : 
March 17, 1625. Sir Ichs Finch reporteth, from 
the committee for privileges, $0929". ohh 
Me. Wyllyam's caſe. Three indentures of 
returned; one dated 18. Jan. the other, 12“. Jo. 
The ſecond is by the inhabitants and freeholders 
for Mr. Willyams. He deſerted the cauſe, and 
therefore the committee were of opinion, that the 


 indanture for Mr. Willyams fhould be withdrawn, 


deing with the clerk of the crown. And the other 
to, via. . Hungayte and Mr. Gewen, to 


rantur circa ſalv. ouſtodiam ville predif. quad nemintm 


ſerve by the two other indentures. Upon queſtion, 
ordered. 

March 22, 1627. A motion made concerning 
the election at this borough. This referred to the 
committee of privileges to be heard ofen to 
former orders about the return. 

April 14, 1628. Mr. Hackwyll reporteth, from 
the committee for privileges, the caſe about this bo- 
rough. Four indentures returned. — The opinion 
of the committee, that Mr. Trefuſis and Mr, 
Edgecombe were well choſen. 

1. Upon queſtion, this not to be recommitted. 
2. Upon queſtion, Mr. Edgecombe well elected. 
3. Upon queſtion, a ſuperſedeas to be awarded to 
the clerk of the crown, for the ſtay of the writ 
made upon Sir William Killigrew, his refuſal to 
ſerve for that place. 4. The indentures, which 
concern not the election of Mr. Trefuſis and Mr. 
Edgecombe, to be withdrawn. 

April 24, 1661. A petition of Henry Ford, 
eſquire, touching the election for this borough, was 
this day read. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be admitted; and 
that it be referred to the committee of privileges 
and elections, to take the ſame into their conſidera- 
tion at their next meeting after their receſs. 

April 29, 1662. Upon information, that there 
was a day appointed by the committee of elections, 
to hear the cauſe touching the election for this town; 
and that Mr. Edgecombe, who is concerned, being 
at a great diſtance, and depending upon the adjourn- 
ment of the houſe, could not attend, or bring up 
his witneſſes by the day appointed. 

Ordered, that the matter touching the election 
for this town be adjourned, till the next meeting of 
the houſe after the receſs. 

Ordered, that the committee of elections have 
Hberty to proceed to the hearing of all ſuch matters 
touching elections, where the parties can be ready, 
and attend on both fides with their witneſſes : but 
that Mr. Edgecombe's caſe, and ſuch other caſes, 
where the parties cannot be ready, they do adjourn 
till after the intended receſs, - 

May 6. Ordered, that ſuch witneſs, as are in 
town, be examined before the committee for 
elections, touching the election for this borough, 
the next ſitting of the committee after this day. 
Feb. 23, 1677. A petition of Sir Walter Yonge, 
baronet, complaining of an undue return for this 
borough, was read. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections to examine, 
and report the matter with their opinion. 

May 23, 1678, A petition of John Coryton, 
eſquire; complaining of an undue return of Ambroſe 
Manaton, eſquire, to ferve for this borough. 

- Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter with their opinion. 

25th. A petition of Sir Walter Yonge, baronet ; 
complaining of an undue return of Ambroſe Ma- 
naton, eſquire, to ſerve for this borough, in injury 
of the petitioner, who was duly elected, and ought 
to have beer returned. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter with their opinion. 

October 23. A petition of John Coryton, eſquire, 
complaining of an undue return of Ambroſe Manaton, 
eſquire, to ſerve for this borough ; alledging the 


ſaid Ambroſe Manaton was returned but by one of 


the vianders of the ſaid borough, whereas the two 
vianders 
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vianders of the borough make but one officer 4 and 
that the petitioner was duly elected, and W to 
have been returned; was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committoe of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter 
thereof : but the committee is in the firſt place to 
examine the merits of the ſaid return, and port 
the ſame with their opinion. 

- 25th. The petition of Sir Walter Longe, in 
ſubſtance the ſame as before, was again preſented, 
and read. 

Ordered, that it be ined to che committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, * 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

March 20. A petition of John Maurice, mer- 
chant, complaining of an undue return of John 
Coryton, eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough, in injury of the petitioner. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to WW 
matter with their opinion. 

Dec. 31, 1690. A petition of Narciſſus Lattrell, 
eſquire, was read; complaining of an undue election 
of a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this 

borough. But by reaſon the /prayer thereof was 
conceived to be irregular, the ſaid petition was, by 
leave of the houſe, withdrawn. 

Jan. 1. A petition of Narciſſus Lurtrell, eſquire, 
was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly. 
elected by the majority of the electors of this bo- 

and an indenture ſealed by Mr. Manaton, a 
member of this houſe, and one of the vianders. of 
this borough, and the majority of the burgeſſes 
but that by an indenture under the ſeal of Mr. 
Horwell, the other viander, and ſome others, John 
Morrice, eſquire, is returned, in prejudice * 
petitioner : and praying, cc. 

| Ordered to be heard at the bar on this day Ur 
weeks. . But was done in it. 

Feb. 16, 1698. A petition of John —* panaay 
— was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner and 
Thomas Stratford, eſquire, were candidates at the 
election of a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough, where the petitioner had a majority 
of thirty four voices duly qualified; yet the vianders, 
who, with the freeholders and inhabitants ought. to 
have made the return, withdrew themſelves from the 
ſaid borough, without declaring who was elected, 
though demanded thereto by the petitioner and, his 
electors; and in another county by themſelves 
alone ſigned a return for Mr. Stratford, contrary to 
the conſtitution of the borough and the petitioner's 
right: and praying, &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the, committes: of 
privileges and elections to examine the name pd 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

November 416, 1699. The petition. 20 John Pri- 
deaux, the ſame in ſubſtance was again read, ing 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the mattes, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 00 
March 11, Ordered the report de be made 
Thurſday. | 
_ 14th. A ann. * e ne de lud reps 
Sus agreed 19. 01. | We. 

... Ordered, to be made on Tuekday., v 

i9th. A motion, to receive the ſaid report - 
Saturday next, but diſagreed: to. Ordered the ſaid 
report to be made on this day ſeven- night. Hut 
was not then received, | nor, any thing wot 
in che matter. 

Feb. 13, 12005 K petition of 1 Granville, 
eſquire, was preſented to the houſe; ſhewing, that 
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the petitioner was duly elected by this borough to 
be their , repreſentative in this preſent parliament; 
yet the yianders, being prevailed on by unjuſtiſi- 
able practices, went from the place of election, 
without declaring the majority; and refuſed a ſcru- 
tiny; and have, arbitrarily and falſly, returned 
Francis Stratford, eſquire, having declared their 
reſolutions ſo to do, before the election, if he had 
but ten votes: Which practices are a violation of 


the rights of this borough, and a wrong to the peti - 


tioner: and praying the — 00_ 
in the premiſes, and relief therein. 

a r 
petition be heard at er of the houſe, but diſa- 
greed to. 

Ordered, that l of the ſaid peti- 
tion be referred to the committee of privileges and 
elections; and that they report the ſame, with their 
opinion therein, to the houſe. 

Feb. 13. A petition of —— 
bitants of this borough was read ; ſhewing, that 
at the late election of burgeſſes to — this par- 
liament for this borough, John Granville, John 
Prideaux, Francis Stratford, and John Morrice, 
eſquires, were candidates; that the right of return- 
ing members to parliament is in the electors and 
two annual officers, called vianders ; that Mr. Gran- 
ville and Mt. Prideaux were duly. choſen by a yaſt 
majority; and that an indenture for their: teturn 
was tendered to the vianders ſigned by the eleQors, 
who refuſed to execute it, as alſo to take à ſcruti- 
ny, but promiſed to take a ſcrutiny ; the next day 
withdrawing with one Nicholas Morrice, eſquire, 
into anpther county, but late in the evening, one 
Richard Blight, a ſervant to Mr. Nicholas Morrice, 
by whom the vianders were ; ſolely governed, came 
into the, borough, and with the tythingman declared 
that the vianders had returned an indenture for the 
ſaid Francis Stratford, in prejudice to the. right of 
Mr. Granville and the electors: all wWwhieh was 
chiefly. tranſacted by the ſaid Nicholas Morrice, 
who recommended the ſaid Francis Stratford to the 
ſaid borough, and is lord of the manor as truſtee to 
his nephew Sir Nicholas Morrice. That twice, 
within ſeven years, he got himſelf choſen a;viagder, 
though not à frecholder, which is contrary to the 
ancient cuſtom of the ſaid borough, to oyer-awe the 
tenants, and return whom he pleaſes to parliament, 
which he unjuſtly put in practice at an election in 
1698, when he returned Mr. Francis Stratford in 
wrong to Mr. Prideaux, who then had a majority 
of thirty three votes; and as a continuance of his ar- 
bitrary proceedings, got, laſt Michaelmas, za; mean 
taylor, who works for a groat a day, and his ne- 
phew's ſeryant, to be choſen vianders, having once 
before gotten the ſaid — while a ſchool boy, 
to be choſen viander: and praying &c.. - ” 

.,, Ordered, to be referred to al 
vilewes and elections to examine 1 AP nnd 
report the ſame with their opinion. 
May 5. 001. i Ordered, chat Col. — and 
the inhabitants of the laid de here: leave to 
withdraw. the ſaĩd petitions. | 1 2227 Ivi 
Dec. 1a, 1743. A warrant ordered. for mas. wie 
in the room n 
« commiſſiogeriol the yictualling office... 


-» NEWPORT er ME DEN A. 
Tb 2 — 
AU Hants and Iſle of Wight. Dr. Willis writes, 


that it .xeturned pp to a parliament in hs 
23 


4 ˙ „ 


—— 


ende u e Puts ee es ee dn 
of it. I afterwards ceaſed until the 27th of Queen 
Elizabeth, when ths reſtored it. Of which 1 meer 
with only this mem r. 


"Ex Mani- Memorandum. That at the ſpecial inſtance 


mentis 


Burgi. 


% and procurement of Sir George Carew, kat. mar- 
te hat of her majeſty's moſt honourable houſhold 
1 and captain of the Ifle of Wight, two burgeſits 
* were admitted into the high court of parliament, 
1% holden at the city of Weſtminſter the ad day of 
% Nov. in the a th yearof the reign of our moſt gra- 
« tious and ſovereign lady Elizabeth, by the grace 
« of God, Queen of England, France, and Ireland, 
« defender of the faith, &c. for our town of New- 
port (that is to ſay) Sir Arthur Bowcher, knt. 
«© and Edmund Carey, eſquire. Whereas there were 
never burgeſſes admitted in any churt of parlia- 
ment for chat time the memory of man be- 
fore; for the ſaid ton, the ſheriff's warrant (Tho- 
„ mes Dabridgeoourt, efquire) for chat clecüon bears 
date October 18, 1584, and is directed to the 
„ bailiff of the town of Newport in the Ifle of 
* Wight, and the returns made by the bailiff and 

durgeſſes of the faid borough.” 

I don't find any thing of its right of election, till 
n after which the follow- 
ing occur, 


Jan. 28, 1698. A petition of John Aon, ef: 
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Jan. 8, Ordered the report be made on Thurſday. 


er boroogh, mate uſe of Me, Smith's inner, 
Tr ll. 
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mayor and corporation, by helping.. his 
a purſcr's place, from which he had been before 


„ he received this letter from Mir. Smith, | 


Dear Sir, 

Ima humbly hank you for th parc a. 
vice you have done me, in reſpect to 

Greenhill, who is wonderfully pleaſed at the letter 
you ſent my Lord Cutts on his behalf: He or- 
ders me to preſent his moſt humble ſervice to you, 
and let you know, that cn Monday, about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, he will wait on you, and 
give you his hearty thanks. I am till to pray the 
cantinuance of your favour in this affair; and that 
you will pleaſe to let Mr. Mayor know, that, for 
the reſpect that is deſigned him by the corporation, 
he will forthwith make his ſon John purſer of 2 


third-rate ſhip; an employment now-a-days hard to 


be. gotten: and for my brother Rookly, upon 
your requeſt to him on his behalf, will immediately 
proceed to get him @ good poſt; and alſo will do. 
you, and the town, any ſervice that ſhall be deſired 
of him. 

The <mmiſſioner has this day wrote to the earls 
of Orford and Scarborough, to requeſt of my Lord 
Cutts his recommendation to your corporation, ac- 
cording as I hinted to you; and I hope in a few 
days, to hear a good account of that matter: how- 
ever, Whether the commiſſioner does obtain his 
ends, or not, he aſſures me, that his zeal to ſerve 
the town will not be a jot the leſs; and that now 
he will forthwith employ all the poor. I moſt 
earneſtly beg your beſt endeavours to promote his 
intereſt, againſt he comes over ; and will pleaſe cun- 
ningly to intimate the commilſioner's deſign to ſerve 
the mayor's ſon, as alſo my brother Rookly's ; 
which he poſitively reſolves to do. I hope, by your 


prudent management, the commiſſioner will find 
from the a Civil and candid reception ; 


| which will be moſt gratefully acknowledged by him 


melted. particularly to yourſelf; as alſo by, 
SIR, 
Vour moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
W. SMITH. 


I have ſent the coffee by the bearer, nurſe Dart; 
which humbly prays your acceptance. My ſervice 
attend you, and my couſins. 


and de fit aches n be had after a fund 
letter from the ſaid Mr. Smich, upon the ſame ſub- 


jest, but did not produce it: and that he acquainted 


the then mayor with what Mr. Smith had wrote 
concerning his ſon, his wife being preſent ; who ſaid, 
the good of their ſon was to them more than any 
parliatnent-man : And Mr. Greenhill afterwards lay 
ae Mr. Keblewright's, and he was for him. That 
after, Mr. Matthews talked with Mr. Greenhill 
about the ſubject · matter of Mr. Smith's letter; and 


told him if Mr. Keblewright's ſon was not prefer- 


red, and junk ſent to the town, he could not expect 
to ſucceed ; but did not ſhew him Mr. Smith's let» 
D ter: 


13 


De Baruugb f N A R079 | 
the election bur his fort had/given lr e Mr. Gren- 


tet: and Mr. Greenhill' ſaid it ſhould be done: 
And that, about M ſome junk was ſent, and 
ſo continued to be ſent for fax or ſeven months, in 
the King's boat 3 but he could not ſay, by the com- 
miſſioner s means or order: And that ſome of the 
Poor people ſaid, they muſt have had relief, had 
it · not been for the ſaid oackam. 5 

Read ſaid, he would not have voted for Mr. 
Greenhill, had it not been for the preferment of 
his brother, and the importunity of his fiſter ; he 
being promiſed to be a head carpenter of a yard. 
Thar he attended Mr. Greenhill on behalf of Mr. 
John Rookly ; who was diſcharged from being a 
ſurgeon of a ſhip, and Mr. Greenhill promiſed him 
to be his friend; and ſince, Rookly is employed as 
a ſurgeon of a ſhip; but — 8 
of Mr. Greerhifl. 

Farrington ſaid, that he received thirty-five ton 
of junk from Portſmouth, and delivered it to the 
poor of this borough to pick, and a warehouſe was 
hired for it at the rate of forty ſhillings per year. 
That he was employed by Mr. Smith, and allowed 
33. 4d. per hundred, which, for the thirty five ton 
amounted to 1131; whereof he allowed the poor 3s. 
2 d. per hundred; and received his money at 101. 
at a time: that about ſix hundred weight remained at 
the time of the election; but 3 
order the junk was ſent; but it was brought in the 
king's boat; but none had been ſent ſince Auguſt. 

Preſcot ſaid, young Keblewright had been purſer 
of the Naſſau fince September, 16992 That he 
was formerly purſer of the Joſiah, a fourth rate, 
which being made an hulk, he was diſcharged of 
the ſame: That on paſſing his accomptꝭ for the 
Joſiah, he was in debt 771. 78. which he has given 
ſecurity for: and his wages ave alſo oppo, till the 
ſame is cleared. + - 935 

Mr. Read ſaid, hb bad hene John Read ſay, 
the reaſon of his voting for Mr. Greenhill was, 
becauſe his brother-in-law was promiſed ſome pre- 
ferment; but did not ſay by whom : That the 
junk ſent to the” borough was an eaſe to the elec-' 
tors, in point of the poor's rate; for that a great ma- 
ny muſt have been relieved by the town, if not for 
che benefit of the oackam ; and ſome were taken off the” 
rate upon that account, particularly one Francis: 
Taunt: but could remember none other Be- 
lieves ſome did vote for Mr. Greenhill, upon account 
of the general benefit of the town: but bwned, he, 
being mayor, did make Mr. Greenhill's return, and: 
made no objection to his being elefted.  , 1 4 

| Hales ſaid, he whs town-clerk and maſter 
of © Carisbroke caſtle, by warrant from the (pity 
Romney: That he was preſent at the election of 

my Lord Cutts and Sir Robert Cotton; and after 
the election was oer, Mr. Smith; who was very 
active for Mr. Greenkäll, and defired his intereſt 
particularly, which he excuſed, came into the towns. 
hall, and told them, it was believed, the Lord 
Cutts would make his election bor Cambri 
and therefore deſired their votes for Mr.) Greenhill. 
Colonel Dudley ſald, be diſcourſed with alder- 
man Webb three days before the election; aid he 
told him, he and: his” ſon were for Mr. Greenhill; 
for his grandſon had a promiſe of ſome clerkcs 
Place, near Mr. Greenhill; of chirty: pounde pes 
year; which would be in a little time worth Hfry 
5-2 year: That he could nut Fay poſitively; 

t alderman” Webb ſaid, Mr. Greenhill promiſed 

u; but he underſtood it by the diſcourſe. i he 

Mr, Robert Lee ſad. alderman Webb thld him: 
wt de weuld-not-pronitle his vote ill: * of 


Jos 


hill, Mr. Greenhill having promiſed him a place 
worth thirty pounds .a year: : Winch would, in 
little time, be worth fifty or ſicty. 5 
For Mr. Greenhill. - The counkl ad ther, 
1 evidence, the promiſe 
of junk being made before the vacancy, was not 
within the words or meaning of the act of parlia- 
mentz it not being given to che voters. Dir 
That Mr, Smith acted without Mr. Greenhill's 
knowledge : That Mr. Keblewright was not mayor 
at the election; and that inſtead of promiſes on 
behalf of Mr, Greenhill, there were promiſes and 
ws et uſe of 22 And: 
c 01 
Mr. Smith, who aid, . 
caches i e eee e ee 
by the poor people's refuſing to pick it, they in 
war- time finding better wages to employ their time; 
and that formerly they have had oackam ſent from 
Deptford to Portſmouth, which coſt the King 3 s. 


8 d. per hundred picking, beſides the charge of car- 


riage; whereas what they picked in this town coſt 
but 3s. 4d: Thar formerly it was picked at Fare- 
ham, and otlier places. That when he underſtood, 

Lord Cutts was choſen for Cambridgeſhire, he went: 
over to Newport, and propoſed Mr. Greenhill , pre- 
ſuming, Lord Cutts would elect for Cambridgeſhire, 
and wave this borough ; and did fancy, the people 


of the town might have beneſit by picking oackam; 
and that junk | was ſent by Mr. . Farrington. That 


the junk. was carried in the King's boat, with 


two men, Who were kept to look after the buoys, 
and when they. could be ſpared from that, they car- 
ried the junk. That Mr, Keblewright's ſon and 
he having been clerks ſeveral years together in the 
dock- yard, be wrote him à letter to ſpeak. to 
Mr. Greenhill for his letter for young Mr. Kable- 
— 17 hue whether he re, be could; 
nat te {3 
rr 
and an half from Deptferd to Portſmouth, for 
the years 1696, 1697, 1698 and he ſaid, it coſt 
picking 4s. per hundred, which he ſuppoſes Was 
ſent: to Portſmouth from Deptford, becauſe, they 
could not be pa yi faſt, (enough 1 A 
moutn. 2 Literat 
Mr. William Keblevrights ied, t 
any promiſe that his ſon ſnould be made barer, 
or that he gave his vote for tha. 
Mr. chen Keblewright Mes faid, he yas pur-.; 
nner ſer of the Joſiah in 1696, which being rendered un- 


ſerviceable, he got a certificate from the officers, of 


Portſmouth yard 3: and! after 8 year and, a half W at- 
tendance;; was by the lords of the a made 
purſer ef the! Naſſau, his fachen and brother being ge- 
curity for! bia arrears z und he had a promiſe of he- 
ing purſer to: or three months before the elec- 
do: And produced his oertificate, dated July 13, 
1694 ; and his warrant to irrer the, Nan 
dated October a, 1699 

Mr. Webb ſaid, n ay. Wing 
by Mr. Greenhill, but voted for him out of j1 
ment. That he knows of no place his gran 
hath; or is ike to have. T d Mr. How ſaid, Mr. 
Mun came t Newport ſome time before Chriſtmas 
laſt, andi ſent for him, and; — 5 Lord Cutts 
bad ordered him. ſome, money he owed him, 
deſired his vote; and if be would be for him, 
fibuld: have: His money. hen he \Pleaſed:. and ac- 
cordingly be received: money: of him twice; and Mr. 
Acton promiſed him Lord Cutts's and his own ta, 

Jar, 
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vour, if he would. vote for him : That Lord 
Cutts after came down, and went to Mr. Hales's, 
ſent for him, and preſſed. him for his vote 3 but, he 
not being willing to give it, Lord. Cutts aſked 
what he would have; who ſaid he would have his 
money, and his bill ſigned, which was done; That 
my Lord bid him come next morning, which he 
did; and then his lordſhip whiſpered him, that if his 
wife had a ſon, he would take care of him, as ſoon as 
he was able to go abroad. 

Colonel Dudley, being called to confront How, 
ſaid, he was preſent when How was, with Lord 
Cutts ; and did not obſerve Lord Cutts to whiſper 
him. Thar he deſired his accompt ſhould be paſl- 
ed; and to be 7 00s op cr ques of the 
town. _ 

Upon the whole the committee reſolved ; that 
Henry Greenhill, eſquire, is duly elected a burgels, 

to ſerve in this parliament, for this borough : where- 

to (it being twice read) the houſe agreed. 

Feb. 13, 1700. The houſe was informed, that 
Mr. Samuel Shepherd, . ſenior, eſquire, member of 
this houſe, had 1 guilty of bribery at ſeveral cor- 
porations ( See Andover) ; and ordered it to be heard 
at, the bar on Tueſday, three weeks; and the charge 
to be put into writing. 

15th. In the charge againſt Mr. Shepherd, this 
borough is ſet down, as one of the {aid corpo- 
rations. . + 

* 26th. A petition of Henry Greenhill, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly choſen a bur- 
gels, with the Lord Cutts, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, for this borough," and ought to have 
been returned ; but Samuel, Shepherd, ſenior, eſquire, 
by notorious bribery, and other undue means, hath 
obtained himſelf to. be x urned, in wrong to the 
petitioner: and praying &c.. 

Ordered to be at the bar on the 11th of 
March next. hut never heard. 

March 18th. The houſe proceeded in the farther 
hearing of the charge againſt Samyel Shepherd, 
ſenſor, eſquire, And the counſel for making 
the charge againſt him, and the counſel for him, 
being called in, divers witneſſes for and againſt 
him were examined, touching the election for this 


borou they withdrew. And Mr. Shepherd, 


gh; and 


ſenior, Was heard: and withdrew. 


115 that Samuel 8 herd, ſenior, ec uire, 
of n6torious bribery * gr A wad his elec. 
—— * a 1 4 this borough —— And after 
reading ſeveral reſolutions, relating to the ſaid Mr. 
Shepherd. (See Bramber, Wotton-Baſſet, Malmſ- 
bury, &c.) 1 
Reſolved) that che ſaid Samuel Shepherd, ſenior, 
efquirs;” be committed priſ6net to his We 
tower of London: ànd ch Mr. Speaker do 
his warrant accordingly. 


* Reſolved; hat chis Kod will, on this day ſeven- 


night, take into conſideration how they will further 


proceed with relation to the crimes whereof Samuel 


. Sheppard. eſquire, ſtands convitted before the houſe 


VET! 


-Reſolved; that Mr. Glover, agent to Mr, Sam 
"Shepherd, ſenlor, hath been guilty of corrupt and in- 
direct practices, in procuring the election of the 


faid Samuel Shepherd, Fhior, efquire, to be A bur- 
gen for this borough. © 2.0 


Reſolved, that the faid Mr. Glover be for the ſaid 
offence committed priſoner to his majefty* 


Newgate: and that Mr. Speaker do Nie to war 
rant Tecra: 


? 17 p SINGC? * 
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that Mr. John Haſſum is guilty of corrupt and in- 
direct practices to procure an election for Samuel 
Shepherd, ſenior, eſquire, to be a burgeſs for this 
borough. 

Ordered, that the faid Mr. John Haſſum be for 
his ſaid offence committed to the cuſtody of the ſer- 
jeant at arms attending the houſe. 

| Reſolved, that Sir Edward Seymour, baronet, hath 
made good his general charge againſt Samuel 
Shepherd, ſenior, eſquire, of bribery and corrup- 
tion in ſeveral — that ſend members to par- 
liament. 

Reſolved, nem. con. That the thanks of this 
houſe be given to Sir Edward Seymour, baronet, 
a member of this houſe, for the great ſervice he 
hath done the publick, in detecting the bribery and 
corruption, which hath been practiſed in the elec- 
tion of ſeveral members to ſerve in this parliament. 

And Mr. Speaker gave him the thanks of the 
houſe * as followeth, viz. 


Sir Edward Seymour, 

The houſe has had a long examination of ſeveral 
corrupt practices, tending to the deſtruction of the 
conſtitution : they are ſenſible, the diſcovery there- 
of is owing to your reſolution, to your love of the 


public; and is brought about at your charge, and 


by your conduct. 

.?Tis an honour, Sir, to you, that you are de- 
ſcended from anceſtors, who have been ſucceſsful in 
commanding armies and fleets of this kingdom, and 
from a protector of the realm: But it is your per- 
ſonal honour, that you have protected even the con- 
ſtitutidn of this place. 

As the houſe has expreſſed their zeal and indig- 
nation againſt thoſe who have endeavoured to un- 
dermine and ruin the foundation of our liberties ; 
ſo they are deſirous at the ſame time, that your 
name may ſtand upon record, as being the means, 
by which it is brought about: therefore they have 
commanded that the thanks of this houſe be given 
to you, for the great ſervice you have. done the 
public, in detecting the bribery and corruption, 
which hath been practiſed in the elections of ſeveral 
members to ſerve in this preſent parliament. 


Whereupon Sir Edward Seymour ſpoke to the 
effect following; viz. 


Mr. Speaker, | 
The honour I have received this day, is ſufficient 
to gratify the greateſt ambition, and the greateſt en- 
deavours any man is capable of, in order to the 
public ſervice, which was the only inducement that. 
occaſioned me to undertake it: and I am extraor- 
dinary happy, that ſucceſs has crowned my endea- 
vours ſo far, as to entitle them to your approba- 
tion: I muſt ſay, that I am indebted to ſeveral 
particular worthy gentlemen, who have given their 
aſſiſtance in this matter; and that the great honour 
you have been pleaſed to do me this day, will be 
ſo great an ornament to my eſcutcheon, that it wilt 
wait upon me to my grave. 

March 25, 1701. The ſerjeant at arms attend- 
ing the houſe being .called upon to glve an ac- 
count of what he had done in relation to Mt. 
John Glover, who was ordered to be committed to 
Newgate ſaid, that he had abſconded and could 
not be apprehended. 

Whereas Mr. John Glover hath been charged 


with ſeyeral miſdemeanours; and in contempt of 
"oth — that ichach appeared 10 b kouk, the authority of this houſe, abſconds: | 


- Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, that an humble addtefs be preſented to 
his majeſty, that he _— — to iſſue his royal 
pro:lamation for appre ng the faid John Glo- 
ver, with a promiſe of a reward for the ſame. 

Ordered, that the further conſideration how this 
houſe will with relation to the crimes, 
whereof Samuel Shepherd, ſenior, eſquire, ſtands 
comtitied babes this Wes be adjourned till this 
day ſeven-night. | 

April 1, Ordered to be conſidered on this day ſe- 
ven- night. 

8th. Ordered to be conſidered on this day ſeven- 
night. 

v sth. The houſe proceeded, according to order, 
to take into conſideration, how they will farther 
proceed with relation to the crimes whereof Samuel 
Shepherd, ſenior, eſquire, ſtands convicted before 
this houſe, 

Reſblved, that the ſaid Samuel Shepherd, fenior, 
eſquire, ſhall be expelled this houſe. | 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Samuel Shepherd, ſeniors 
eſquire, do receive the ſaid ſentence at the bar of 
this houſe. 

Ordered, that Samuel Shepherd, ' ſenior, efquire, 
be brought to the bar of this houfe to-morrow 


morning : And that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his wur- 


rants accordingly. 


16th. He was brought to the bar, by the ſer- 


jeant with the mace : where, he being upon his 
knees, Mr. Speaker pronounced the ſenrence of his 
being expelled the houſe. 

July 8th, 1712. Ordered a new writ for electing 
a durgeſs in the room of William Stephens, eſquire, 
made a commiſſioner of the victualling office. 


NEWTON. 


Win HIS borough is within the county palatine of 


Lancaſter, It was neverrepreſented in parliament, 
until the reign of Queen Elizabeth; from which 


1749. 29 


time it has continued ſo to be. The memoirs of W 
conteſted elections, or matters relating to elections, 
are but few ; nor has there been one petition heard. 
Thoſe preſented, and other matters of this. fort, 


which are in the journals, are theſe. 
May 25th, 1685. A petition of Thomas Bro- 


therton, eſquire, touching the election for this bo- 


rough, was read. 

. Ordered it to be referred te to the committee of gri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

March 25th, 1690. * petition of Sie. James 
Forbes and Thomas Brotherton, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that on the 11th inſtant, they, the peniti- 
oners, were duly elected burgeſſes, by the — 8 
of thoſe who had a right to vote, for this boxoi 

and ought to have been returned; but chat ! 
William Wood the ſteward, and Thomas 
the bayliff, have unduly returned Sir John Chi 
ley. and George Cholmondley, elquire, i in wong ts 
che petitioners: and c. 
amtes 


praying 
- Ordered, that it be referred to che com of 
privileges and cletjons to cfamins the ire, 10 


qpimion. 
R "The lame petition in fubſtince was 


again 


dene e 
8 ag ih N 


Ordered, that it be referred to the corumittes of 
privileges and elections to exathine the mater. 
and report the fame with their opinion. | 

June 12, 1771. Se werirint fob « tie wrt 
in the room of Joha Ward, made one of che juſ- 
rices for Cheſter, e. 


NEWTOWN in HANTS. 


HIS borough is within the Ille of Wight. Wills 
Tt never was repreſented in parliament, until 1749 = 
Queth Elizabeth's time. The memoirs relating td 
its elections are but few: nor has there been, ff e. 
ry lately, any determination in parliament, upon 
its right of election. The petitions, and proceed- 
ings thereupon, which are in the journals, are 
theſe : the firſt whereof is the memorandum of 


its firſt return. 


The town of Harwich in Eſſex, and Newton in 
the county of Southampton, have returned hurgeſſes journal 
to this parliament ; which they never did before. — * 


which petitions related to the return of Sir "Jon 
Holmes, to ſerve as a member for this borough. 

The queſtion being put, that the coriſideration of 
e 
vileges and elections. 

Dec. 5th, 1695. A petition of Anthony | 
eſquire, was read? ſhewirig, that at the laſt election 
of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this parſiament, for. thib 


| bvrough, the petitioner, James Worſley, and Tho- 
mas Done, eſquires, were candidates ; and the peti- 
tioner had the majority of legal yotes, but many 


perſons, who had no right to vote, were admitted 
to vote againſt the petitioner, and. thoſe who would 
have voted for him, and had à right, were rejected: 
33 of which unfair means, tho faid Mr. 

orlley and Mr. Done were returned, to 
judice of the petitioner : and praying &c, 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of 125 
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vpon examining the ſaid returns and the ſheriff 
touching the matter and circumſtances of his pro- 
ceedings in the ſaid elections, — 2 — 
for making the true returns, as to juſtice and right 
ſhall thereon appertain. But nothing this day done. 
gth. This day report was made by Mr. Thomas 
Cromwell, that 11 of the committee, appointed by this 
houſe, to examine the ſtate and circumſtances of the 
writs and returns made of the knights for this coun- 
ty, had, according to their commiſſion, met yeſter- 


day ; and that the clerk of the crown had brought 


before them as well the writs as their returns; upon 
view whereof that the two ſeveral writs had iſſued 
out of the Chancery, directed to the ſheriff of Nor- 
folk for. choice of knights of the ſhire for that 
county, the firſt dated the 15th day of Sept. the ſe- 
cond the 11th day of Oct. The firſt appeared by 
the return to have been executed on the 26th of 


September, the ſecond executed on the 24th of Oc- 


tober, which was after the parliament was to have 
had its beginning. By the firſt writ, Mr. Thomas 
Farmer and Mr. Greſham were returned to be cho- 


ſen knights; by the ſecond, Mr. Chriſtopher Heydon 


and the ſaid Mr. Greſham. That, by the examination 
of the clerk of the crown, it appeared, that the firſt 
writ with the return was brought and offered unto 
him by the under-ſheriff, on the 15th of October, 
when as the parliament was to have had its begin- 
ning, and that with that writ the burgeſſes for the 
boroughs of the county were alſo brought, which 
then notwithſtanding he received not. That after 
about the 29th of October, both the ſaid writs 
were delivered unto him. It was alſo further de- 
clared, that the faid Mr. Heydon with his counſel, 
and the ſaid Mr. Farmer in perſon, and alſo the 
ſaid under-ſheriff, had been before the committee. 
That Mr. Greſham as being returned by both 
writs had not been before them; that they had 
examined Mr. Heydon and his eounſel what ex- 
ceptions they could take to the execution of the 


| firſt writz who then alledged two cauſes, the 


one, that due. ſummons was not given to the free- 
holders of the ſhire, the other, that proclamation was 
not duly made. That thereupon they examined 
the under-ſheriff, who in their preſence affirmed, 
the writ was delivered. to the high-ſheriff on the 
Saturday, which he received on the Sunday, the 
county day being on the Monday following ; on 
which day he was bound by law to execute his writs: 

by which means he had not leiſure to ſummon ma- 
ny, or any day left wherein he might by proclamation 
notify it in the country. That on the ſaid Monday, 


between eight and nine o' clock, three ſolemn O 
yes were made, and the Queen's writ publickly 


read, and all circumſtances uſed which the law re- 
quired; wherein he was more careful, for that it 
was commonly bruited that there would be variance 
about the election. That the election was ſo ex- 
pected in the country, that by his eſtimation, 
there were three thouſand perſons at the ſame; and 
that Mr. Farmer had the voices without denial ; 


tlemen of great calling, were at the election, and 
gave their aſſents to the fame, and ſer their hands 
and ſeals to the indenture. Upon conſideration of the 


writ and return were in matter and form perfect, 
and duly executed. The ſecond writ they thought 
could not be available; beſides that, the precedent 
would be perillous in time to come, in reſpect that 


Fax II. 


it appointed two others to be choſen. The effect 
of the writ beſides not obſerved; for that Mr. Greſ- 
ham, one of the ſame, was chen by the firſt writ: 
They farther declared, that they underſtood that 
the Lord Chancellor and divers of the Judges, 
having examined the matter, were of the ſame opi- 
nion. He declared farther, that one of the com: 
mittees had moved, that two of the committees 
might have been ſent to underſtand of my Lord 
Chancellor, what he had done in the matter ; which 


the reſt of the committees thought not convenient, 


firſt, in reſpect they were ſatisfied therein by divers 
of their committees ; and alſo for that they thought 
it prejudicial to the privileges of the houſe, to have 
the ſame determined by others than ſuch as were 
members thereof. And though they thought very 


reverently bf the ſaid Lord Chancellor and judges ; .. 


and thought them competent judges in their places; 
yet in this caſe they took them not for judges in 
parliament in this houſe. And thereupon re- 
quired, that, if it was ſo thought good to the 
houſe, Mr. Farmer and Mr. Greſham might take 
the oaths, and be allowed of by force of the 
firſt writ, as allowed by the cenfure of the houſe, 
and not allowed of as by the Lord Chancellor and 
the judges: which was agreed to by the whole 
houſe, and ordered to be entered accordingly. 

11th. The ſame Mr. Cromwell repeated the re- 
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Port to the effect aforementioned. Whereupon, 1, 398. 


Mr. Treaſurer, one of the ſaid committee declared 
his privity and aſſent to the whole report; and that 
Mr. Farmer had before him taken the oath. Shew- 
ing further, that he in the committee had moved 
that ſome might be ſent to the Lord Chahcellor, to 
know what his lordſhip had done in the matter 
which he thought, and yet ſtill doth think, ne- 
ceſſary to have been done as one of the circum- 


ſtances of the ſaid examination, and not for want 


of any ſatisfaction otherwiſe, but only in reſpect 
of the orderly proceeding of the commiſſion to 
them by this houſe, rending to the circumſtances 
of the matter, of which he thinketh one to 
have been to ſend, as aforeſaid, to the ſaid Lord 
Chancellor, though they were refolved by them- 
ſelves amongſt themſelves before. 

Mr. Recorder of London, making a large and 
plentiful difcourſe of the ancient privileges of the 
houſe ; ſhewed, that the lord chief juſtice Anderſon 
told him this morning, that the ſaid Lord Chancel- 
lor and the judges had reſqlved, that the ſaid firſtwrit 
ought to be returned, and had ſo given order to the 
ſheriff and clerk of the crown; and that he thereupon 
anſwered, that the cenſure thereof belonged to this 
houſe, and not unto them; and that he for his part 
would take no notice at their hands of their ſo do- 
ing, but by way of inſtruction and not otherwiſe : 
and fo aſſented to the former order. 

- April gth, 1614. Mr. Francis Moore reported a 
petition from this county, but no hands nor affida- 
vit.— A day given till this day ſeven-night in the 


court of wards. —But no farther proceedings. 
that Mr. Juſtice Wyndham, Sir Thomas Knyver, | 
Sir Nicholas Bacon, Sir Henry Woodhouſe, - and 
divers other juſtices of the peace, eſquires, and gen- 


March 14, 2623. Mr, Glanvyll from the com- 
"mittee of privileges a petition from the free- 
holders of this county. Four or five hundred 
hands to it. — Heard two witneſſes ; Cofer and 


Bond: Adjournment to a farther diſpute, till 


they had heard the ſheriff, why he broke off the 
whole matter, it appeared. unto them, that the firſt - 


poll. After, counſel on both ſides heard George 
Gaudy, Mr. Fountain, and one Three 
members of this houſe heard at the committee. 


The committee of opinion, the knights well elected 


and well returned, and ought to ſtand. 


E Sir 


The. County of NoRFOLR. 


Sir Edward Cooke: Let us keep the order of the 
houſe . To have a report of a committee, and 
not to have the caſe put, ſtrange. 

Mr. Glanvyll:— Will readily obey the inclinations 
of the houſe, Cannot now deliver it as the opinion 


of che committee, but as a private man. — He was of 
a & contrary opinion to the committee — The petition 


came inthe 26th of February, ſigned with almoſt five 
hundred hands. The points 3, of the petition: 

1, That the perſons refuſed, moſt voices. 2. The 
freeholders, who had intereſt, prayed the poll, and 
was once granted. 3. The ſheriff partially broke 
off the poll, and returned others. This the ſug- 
geſtions of the petition. —-Proved thus much: 
I, that the writ read between 8 and g o'clock, 

upper court. Then after, Sir Thomas Holland 
taken up, and Sir Jo. Corbet, and one Mr, Cati- 
line a deputy for Townſend, and Sir Robert Gaudy, 
After this, the ſhetiff came to the lower court, to 
view the company : The moſt eminent men accom- 
panied him. In. their opinion, then the two knights 
returned the greateſt number. After came to 
the higher court, made two declarations ; that 
Sir Thomas Holland had the firſt place; No con- 
tradition of that. And Sir Jo. Corbet the ſecond: 
That contradicted by two or three. — Pretended, 
this demand of the poll too late ; after declaration, 
and ſome ſay, after dinner. Next ſay the poll only 
demanded for the ſecond voice. 3. That Sir Ro- 
bert Gaudy and the other diſturbed and relinquiſhed 
the poll. — The proof: Fivewitneſſes examined. The 
firſt day, one Cofer, though not upon oath, teſti- 
fied thus much: 1. That the Freeholders demanded 
the poll for both places, before the declaration. 2. 
Teſtified, that voices numbered for Holland. 3 
That Sir Thomas Holland and Corbet's voices, the 


- juſtices ſerving-men, and tradeſmen, come with 


them: Their greateſt number, of ſuch. Said, a 
great and general complaint of the freeholders 
9 After him, one Richard Bond 
teſtified. about the poll: Concurred with Mr. Co- 
fer: Added a fourth, tliat, if they had gone to 


poll, the other ſnould have had the greater number. 


Next day, examined Sir Robert Gaudy's brother, — 
Teſtified, the poll for all: and that they offered 
him the ſecond place : Sir Robert Gaudy faid, he 
would poll for all. 3. The poll begun, and 4 or 5 
votes for Holland. Other witneſſes, Mr. Foun- 
tain and Mr. Taverner, that concurred with Gau- 
dy. After, read a declaration of the ſheriff. Cal- 
thorp ſaid, that Catiline ſeemed to yield, and ſo 
Gaudy. After, upon the committee, 26 of opini - 
on, that thele gentlemen were well choſen, and 12 
againſt it. Three members of this houſe ſaid, 
they were preſent at all this: Declared, that they 
heard not, but that the greater number were with them 
that are returned. Heard no demand of the poll, 
but this negative proof. —He of e neither 
of chem elected. 
Mr. Wainsford: Very plain, that neither well 
elected. The poll demanded, and not purſued. 
Mr. Currington: —He of opinion, that the gentle- 
men were well eleted.— The number being ſo ex- 
cceding great, was a great labour to go to the poll. 
Sir George Moore :— When the poll:demanded 
and entered into, Cariline aid, that unleſs he might 
have the firſt vote, would not ſtand. * 


the ſheriff relinquiſhed the poll. Thereupon Cati- 


r ol opinines ghar Hey ans Jitly 
cleted. 


Mr. Droty Sir Thomas Hollnd choln, wit 


(var queſtion, dee demand 9 


he was choſen in the firit place, Sir Robert Gaudy 
came, and, when he ſaw the firſt place gone, ſaid, he 
would not ſtand for the ſecond. That was the 
reaſon the poll was broke off for Sir John Corbet. 

Sir Henry Poole: Thinks, that Sir Thomas Hol- 
land was duly elected: Doubts the other. Sir 
Thomas Holland had 1500 odds. 

Reſolved, upon the queſtion, and diviſion of the 
houſe, that Sir Thomas Holland and Sir John 
Corbet are well elected knights for this county. 

Feb. 10th, 1625. Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer 
delivered a meſſage from his majeſty ; That, tak- 
ing notice of an order here, to ſend out writs upon 
double returns, taketh alſo knowledge, that Sir Ed- 
ward Coke being ſheriff of Buckingham, and being 
returned one of the knights for this county, contrary 
to the tenor of the writ, hopeth the houſe will do him 
that right, as to ſend out a new writ, 

Mr. Chancellor of the dutchy moveth to refer 
this to the committee of privileges z and report to 
the houſe their opinions of the law and uſage. 

| Reſolved : And firſt to be heard. 

27th. Sir Jo, Finch reporteth the caſe about the 
election of Sir Edward Coke, wherein the commit- 
tee delivered no opinion. — The writ firſt read, 
wherein the nalumus.— A ſearch by a ſelect commit- 
tee of the records and precedents. — 


That, before the nolumus, 46 Ed. VI. ſheriffs eli. 15 in r. 
gible, and did ſerve here, as hulden by ſome; ande 


all others not members of the higher houſe : others, 
that ſheriffs, by common law, were not eligible. — 
Hath cuftodiam comitatus ; ſo as his attendance neceſ- 
fary in the county : Is a judge, which cannot per- 
form by deputy. That a member of this houſe, 


. Choſen ſheriff; ſhall ſerve contra before. —Reſembled 


to the caſe of one in execution. For the writz 
ſome, that other things in the writ not obſerved. — 
Milites, gladiis cincdlos : manucaptores : qui interfuerint 
at the reading of the writ. . By others, theſe holden 
to be matters of form ; the other of ſubſtance : and, 
that not ſafe to queſtion the writ ſo long uſed. —- 

From 49 Hen. III. till 13 Ed. III. no mention 
of this nolumus. Then a prayer of the Commons, 
that no ſheriff, or other miniſter, might be returned 
Knight. 46 Edw. III. an ordinance made againſt 
ſheriffs, and lawyers, to be knights of ſhires. Divers 
queſtions made upon this ordinance : x. Whether 
this ordinance an act of parliament : adly, Admit- 
ting it was no act of parliament, yet, whether not, 
in reſpe& of the weight of it, and uſage, equal to 
an act of parliament,—47 Edw. the za/umas came 
in, but none in thoſe to the g ports then or fithence. 
Omiſſion alio of it in ſome writs to Briſtow :- but 
— Rich, II. came in to | Briſtow. — Rich. the 
Ma ir ri HOI OP: a bill exhibited 
y the Commons. for a free election, notwithſtanding 

ere. - en the m. _ 
10%, 129, no xolumus : and 14 Hen. IV. the nolumus 
came in, and continued as, now. — Three modern 
precedents: —31 Eliz. St. Paule's caſe. 42 Eliz.— 
12. Jac. Tillye's caſe, who a ſheriff for life. No 
opinion from the committee delivered. The de- 
bate hereof reſpited till Friday next. But I don't 
rrgheny N nn 
June gth, 1626. Upon queſtion Sir Edward Coke 
ſtanding de fucta returned amember of this houle, to 


have privilege againſt a ſuit in Chancery, commenced 


again him by the Lady Cleare.---A letter. 

Match igth, 1678. A petition of Sir John Ho- 

bart, baronet, complaining of the undue - election and 

retum of Sir Chriſtopher Calthorp and Sir Neville 
| Catiline, 
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gn te he thive eib bsy 5 and 
of many undue practices, and threats, uſed by the 
lord lieutenant and under-ſheriff of this county, and 
one John Hurton, to the petitioner's injury; was read. 


Ordered to be heard at the bar of this houſe on 

Friday next come three weeks; and that the high- 
ſheriff and under ſheriff, and John Hurton, be 
ſummoned to attend this houſe, at the hearing of the 
ſaid cauſe. 
March 28, 1679. A petition of Sir Chriſtopher 
Calthorp, knight of the Bath, praying longer time 
for the hearing of the cauſe between him and Sir 
John Hobart, baronet; for that he is viſited with the 
ſmall-pox, and cannot be able to attend the houſe, or 
produce his witneſſes by the 11th of April, which 
is the time appointed, by the order of the houſe, 
for hearing the ſaid cauſe at the bar. 

Upon the queſtion, it paſſed in the negative. 

April 1. Ordered, the faid matter to be heard 
on the 11th of April inſtant. 

zoth. Ordered, the faid matter to be heard on the 
14th inſtant. 
12th, Ordered, that it be heard on the 15th of 
April inſtant. 

15th. Ordered, that it be heard on Monday 


next. 
. 21ſt. The houſe took into conſideration the ſaid 


matter, and examined witneſſes on the part of the 


Peti | 
poſt meri= The houſe took into further conſideration the 


ſaid matter: and reſolved, 

That Sir Chriſtopher Calthorp, baronet, is not du- 

ly elected, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, as 

one of the knights of the ſhire for this county. 
Reſolved, that Sir Neville Catiline, baronet, is 

not duly elected, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 

as one of the knights of the ſhire for this county. 


. . Reſolved, that Sir John Hobart, baronet, is not 


duly elected to ſerve as one of the knights of the 


hire for this county. 


Ordered, that Mr. Samuel Verdon, an attorney, 
ating as under-ſheriff of this county, be ſent for in 


.cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe, 
to anſwer his miſcarriages and ill practices in electing 


of knights af the ſhire, to ſerve in this preſent par- 


liament, for this county. 


. Ordered, that doctor John Hyldyard be ſent for 
in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this 
houſe; to anſwer his contempt in not attending this 
;bouſe, according to the ſummons to him given. 


Reſolved, that this houſe will, on Wedneſday 


next come ſeven- night, take into conſideration, the 
matter of the miſcarriages concerning the election 
for this county. 


22d. Ordered a warrant for a new writ far elect- | 


ing two knights of the ſhire for this county. 
30th. Ordered, the matter concerning the miſ- 


carriages, at eren tos this nr. be heard 
on Monday ſeven- night. 


May 12th. The houſe W informed, that 
John Jay, eſquire, high-ſheriff of this county, re- 
fuſeth to make a return of the writ for electing two 


knights of the ſhire, to ſerve in this parliament for 
this county. 


Ordered, that the ſaid John Jay, eſquire, be ſent 


for in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending this 
. houſe, for not returning the writ for electing of two 
knights of the ſhire to ſerve in this parliament for 


this 


election for this county, be heard on Tueſday, But 
not heard. 


25th. Ordered the miſcarriages, concerning the 


Nov. 25, 1680. A petition of the inhabitants of 


this county againſt Samuel Verdon, under-ſheriff 
of this county, for ſeveral crimes and miſdemeanors, 
by him committed, was read. 

Ordered, that a committee be appointed to exa- 
mine the matter of the ſaid petition, and report the 
ſame with their opinion 

Ordered, that the ſaid Samuel Verdon be ſent for 
in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, to anſwer at the 
bar of the houſe for a notorious breach of privilege 
againſt this houſe, by him committed. 

Dec. 14th. Mr. England reported from the ſaid 
committee, that, they having taken the matter into 
conſideration, had directed him to make a f. 
report to. the houſe, which is as followeth ; 

That when the committee firſt met, they ordered 
a ſummons for Mr. Verdon's attendance; and he 
not appearing, the ſerjeant at arms attending the 
houſe informed them, he had, by himſelf and meſ- 
ſengers, endeavoured, in obedience to the order of 


the houſe, to take the ſaid Mr. Verdon into cuſto- i 
dy, by ſearching Furdival's- inn, and other places 


where he frequented ; but could not find him, tho” 
he had heard of him: That applications had been 
made to him, and twenty pounds offered on 
Verdon's behalf, by way of compounding for fees 
upon the laſt order of commitment, and on any 
other which now ſhould be made, and upon theſe 
conditions he would ſurrender ; but that he had 
refuſed the terms, and gave for anſwer, he would 
not ſell the juſtice of the houſe. 

The committee then examined Mr. Crow, who 
ſaid, having had a warrant from the houſe, was out 
to apprehend Verdon ; and hearing he was at a ta- 


- vern in Holborn, he went to a conſtable, and de- 
' fired him ro 


go with him to ſecure Verdon, bur 
the conſtable refuſed, and ſaid, he had no order for 
it; and being ſome days after at the Crown ir 
Holborn, he met with one Mr. Baiſpole, a Norfolk 
attorney, who quarrelled with him, calling him 
many names, for meddling in relation to Verdon, 
and ſtruck him over the eyes, and flung himfrom his 
ſeat; and he, upon his going away, told Mr. Baiſpole, 
he ſhould anſwer for it in another place. Mr. 
Baiſpole purſued him and pulled him by the hair, 
and beat him in a barbarous manner. 

Mr. Crow alſo ſaid, that Mr. Verdon had been 
a great friend to Mr. Baiſpole ; and when Baiſpole 
was tried two years fince, at Norfolk aſſizes, for 
murder, Mr. Verdon returned a jury in his favour, 
by whom he was acquitted. —And the committee 
deſired the directions of the houſe, and that they may 


proceed in hearing the witneſſes to the matter of 
Mr. Verdon. 


Ordered, that the committee do proceed to exa- 
mine the witneſſes in the ſaid matter relating to Mr. 
Verdon. 

Ordered, that Mr. Baiſpole be ſent for in cuſtody 
of the ſerjeant at arms attending this houſe, to an- 
ſwer at the bar, for a breach of privilege, by him 
committed, againſt the houſe. 

April 5, 1709. Ordered a warrant for a new 


writ for electing a knight for this ſhire in the room 


of Sir John Holland, baronet, made Comptroller of 


the houſhold. 


March 31, 1715. A petition of Sir Ralph Hare, 
baronet, and Eraſmus Earl, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioner, Sir Jacob Aſtley, and 
Thomas de Gray, eſquire, were candidates for this 
county; that at the ſaid election a majority of le- 
gal votes appeared for the petit oner, but by allow- 
ing great numbers to give their votes who were not 


qualified: 


19 


. 


w. p. 2:9, John Aſhburn, mayor, Thomas Scoſfindale and 
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qualified ; and by bribery, and treating others; 
tumults aroſe in behalf of the faid Sir Jacob Aſtley 
and Mr. De Gray; and by many otherundue practices, 
a majority was obtained for the ſaid Sir Jacob Aſtley 
and Mr. De Gray, and ſo returned accordingly 
by the ſheriff in wrong to the , and in 


violation of the rights of the Electors: e 


Ordered, that it be e 
privileges and elections to examine, and — 
matter with their opinion. 


NORTHA MPTONSHI RE. 


HIS is one of the midland counties; and hath 

returned members to parliament from the firſt 
ſummons of Edward I. I meet with only the uſual 
returns for counties : but as that of the 23d of Ed- 
ward I. is ſet forth in Brady I ſhall add it in the Ap- 
pendix. And the conteſts in parliament, concern- 
ing its elections, have been — The me- 


wmaim. relating to that ſutzekt, I have met wich. 
are theſe. 


May 23, 1685. A petition of Edward Harbey, 
eſquire, of the undue return of Sir Ro- 
ger Norwich, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, as 
knight of the ſhire for this county, in injury of the 
petitioner, who was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned, was read. 

Reſolved, that the aid petition be referred tothe 
committee of privileges and elections to examine, 
and report the matter with their opinion. 

June 4th. A petition of Sir Roger nn 
read. 

N ie ad. 
vileges and elections to examine, and report the 
. 


, NORTHAMPTON. * 
[3.8 


HIS is the capital or ſhire — tho cen- 

ty, thus called. It has returned members to 
from the 26th of Edward; I. The anci- 

ent right of election I have not met with before the 
- 25th of Henry VI. when the indenture was between 


Thomas Hunt, bailiffs, of the ſaid town, of the 


men, bailiff, and part of the h Inst. of this 
borough, rouching the wum for de ſaid borough, 
was read. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid -perition be referred to the 
committee for privileges and elections, to take the 
ſame into conſideration at their next ſitting, and to 
make report thereof unto this houſe at their next fit= 
ting after that; and that the ſheriff of the ſaid county 
do attend the ſaid committee, to give an account of 
the ſaid election, whereof the {crjeanc, antending this 
houſe, is to give him notice. 8. 

- 20th. Ordered, that the matter upon the petition 
of: mee een, bailiffs, and part of the 
commonalty, of this borough, touching the return 
for this borough, which ſtands referred to the com- 
mittee of and elections, be taken into 
conſideration by the ſaid committee, the firſt cauſe 
to-morrow ; and that the ſame be reported to this 
houſe the next day after, and the ſheriff is to have 
notice to attend according to the former order. 

\ 22d. Serjeant Charleton reported from the ſaid 
committee touching the return for this town; that to 
the indenture returned by the ſheriff, wherein Sir 
John Norwich and Sir James Eangham were named, 
there was mention made as if the mayor, who is the 
proper officer, had joined therein, and wax with a 
paper about it was affixed with a label thereunto, 
but not the mayor's ſeal z and that to the other in- 
denture, brought in by the mayor, and 6wned by 
him, whereby Sir James Langham and Mr. Francis 
Harvey were returned burgeſſes for that place, the 
mayor's ſcal was affixed. That the firſt indenture 
came to the ſheriff's hand the 4th of May ; and the 
latter not till four days after. That the precept not 
being returned with the indenture, and the mayor 
having printed a paper againſt the ſheriff, and refu- 
ſing to come to ſpeak with him to give him ſarisfac- 
tion about the return, he forbore to return the latter 
until he, being ſcandalized in print, had publickly 
vindicated himſelf : and the opinion of the commit- 
we w oxy: agateg — 
that deſcrves the cenſure of the houſe. 
© Reſolved, that the houſe doth agree with the com- 
mittee, that the ſheriff is not guilty of any miſde- 
meanor that deſerves the cenſure of the houſe. 

And the ſaid ſerjeant Charleton further 
from the ſaid committee, as their opinion, that the 


one part, and Thomas Wake, eſquite, high ſheriff ſaid Sir James Langham and Mr. Francis Harvey, 


of the county.— Teftatur quad prædicti major et ballivi 
ex communi aſſenſu die vill.e eligerunt. (See the 
enn 
which occur in the journals, are theſee 
Jan. 6, 1640. 2 Mr. —5 report it 
was reſolved, upon queſtion, that Mr. Tate 
and Mr. Leng ale 6 e oth ou 
till their election be avoided. 12 20 
June 21, 1660. Mr. I fam ts 
committee of privileges and elections the caſe of the 


.publiſhed by the proper officer. eng, That the m- 
- monalty, as well as the bailiffs, aldermen, and for- 


* May 17, 1661. A petition of the mayor,. alder- 


8 


being returned by the proper officer, ought to fit 
until the merits of the cauſe touching the election 
be determined; and that the indenture, whereby 


they are returned, ought to be put upon the file; 


and that the other indenture, wherein Sir John Nor- 


wich was named, not being made by the proper 
officer, was but in the nature of a certificate, fo az 
he ought not to fit until the matter of the cauſe be 
determined, and that the ſaid indenture ought to be 
withdrawn. Whereto the houſe agreed :— And the 
clerk of the crown attending did accordiogly file the 
return made by the mayor, and took the other cer- 
en ram, HT k. x 

June 13th. Mr. Serjeant Charleton made report 
the returns made 
for Sir Joha Norwich and Sir James Langham, 


by. one indenture ; and Sir James Langham and 


Mr. Francis Harvey, by another indeature, as bur- 
- geſſes for this town; and the 
- -mirtce, that, upon the whole evidence, all the elec- 


of the com- 
tions are void : Whereto the houſe agreed, and or- 


dered 2 warrant for a new writ for the election of 


burgeſſes for this borough. 
And the. faid Mr, Serjeant Charleton further 


making 


he Borbagh 6 of NoNrHAMF rox. 


making report, from the ſaid committee, of divers 


by the mayor of Northampton touch 
d election, and in particular that he Had 


the 
9 ach as would not give their votes 
for Mr. Harvey; und had fraadulently, in the morn- 


ing when the election was, made infants free, to 
the end they might vote as ht pleaſed; and had 
cauſed feveral perfons to be pur by, Who WA not 
yore as he deſired; and had. releaſed* quakers out of 
priſon, and put halberts into Their hands to keep 
bene ee eons 
trary to his intention; and adjourned The taking the 
poll into ciie church; and got upon the demmumon 
table, and there behaved in à very profane and in- 
decent manner; and declared beforetiand that fer- 
jeant Rainsford ſhould not be elected, berauſe he 
had given a charge for the bock of Cothition-pray- 
er; and that the faid mayor had othet=—misbehaved 
dune 

- Oftiered, that the rhayor of the town ef North- 
ampton, for his miſc in the election of mem- 
bets to ſerve for that town, and for his irreverent 
and rude carriage in the church, and at the commu- 
nion table, be committed to the cuſtody of the ſer- 
jeant at arms attending the houſe; and that the ſer- 
jeant dd apprehend and take him intd cuſtody, to 
anfwer the ſaid miſcarriages. 
* 19th. Upon petition of the mayor of Northam- 
pton, ordered, chat the mayor of Northampton be 
brought to the bar of the houſe. 


' 20th. The mayor of this borough being in rhe 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, for his miſcarriages * 


at the deckten for this boroogh, and irreverent car 


riage in the church, and at the Communion table, 
was this day brought to the bar of che houſe; and, 
making an humble fubmiſſion vpos His Knets, re- 
ceived a grave reprehenfion from Mr. Speaker; and 
was thereupon Uiſcharged of his impriſonment, pay. 


his fees 
Ach 242, 1661. Upon report made by fer- 
jeant Charleton from the committee of privileges 
241 elections, that a petition was delivered in to 
the ſaid committee on behalf of Sir William Dud- 
ley, on Saturday laſt, touching the election for this 
town; but, by reaſon of the adjournment of the 
committee, the petition was not delivered in by the 
preciſe time, Iimited by the rules of the houſe. - 
Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that the ſaid peti-' 
tion be admitted to be received, as if the ſame had 
been delivered in due time; and that the committee 
proceed thereupon, as they have appointed. ay 
April 26th, 1662. Serjeant Charleton reported 


from the ſaid committee, touching the election for 


this town between Sir William Dudley, and Sir 
James Langham, that there were ſeveral perſons 
who had a right to give their voices in the election, 
char dl demand the poll, and were denied ie 
and that the matter was ſo intricate, that the com- 

mittee could not determine what the 'number was 
of thoſe who had right to give their voices, and 
were denied the poll: And therefore, fof this rea- 
ſon, the committee was of opinion, that the elec- 
tion, as to Sir James Langham, was 4 void elec- 
tion: Whereto the houſe agreed, and ordered a 
warrant, for a new writ, for a new. ee for this 


April ꝗch, 1663. 1 Chatletos reported 
from the committee of privileges and elections, in 


town. 


town, chat the queſtion was, whether che mayor, 


aldermen, and forty-eight had the fole power of 8 


Parr II. 


the aſe between Sir Wilkam Dudley; and Me. 
Hatton, touching the election for this 


election ; and that the committee was of opinion, 
that he voices in eleftion did not to the 
mayor, -aldermen, and forty-eight; only; and that 
Sir William Dudley wis' bert düly elected, but Mr. 
Hatton was duly clected: err the houſe 


— the del ef the — 40 e to 


amend the return. 

April 26, 1664. Sir Job Charleton teported from 
the committee of elections, touching the election for 
this town, between Sir John Barnard, and Sir Hen- 
Ty 'Yelvetton ; that the queſtion between them was, 
(as agreed by the counſel on both” ſides.) which of 
them had the majority of voices of inhabitants, be- 
ing howſholders, and not receiving alms. That the 
committee were of opinion, that the inhabitants, 
being houſholders, and not receiving alms, were: the 
proper electors for this town; and that the ſharing 
in the charirable gift, appointed to be diſtributed 
at Chriſtmas, is a taking of alms : That Sir Henry 
Yelverton had the majority of voices of inhabitants, 
being houſholders and not receiving Oy and ws 
therefore duly elected. 

Reſolved to agree with the committee, that the 
inhabitants of this town, being houſholders, and not 
receiving alms, are the proper electors of burgeſſed 
for this town ; and that the ſharing in the charitable 
gift, appointed to be - diſtributed at Chriſtmas, is a 
raking of alms. — And alſo, that Sir Henry Yel- 
verton had the majority of voices, and was duly 
elected for this down, and ought to ſit. 

Ordered, the mayer of this borough do attend 
to amend the return. 

Nov. 6th, 1698; A petition of Ralph Miia- 
gue, eſquire, complaining of an undue return; 
made by the (ſheriff of Nor Kofiſhite, of Sir 
Wükam Temple, batonet, to ferve in this 

| t for this borough, in injury of the peti⸗ 
tioner, who was duly elected by a majority of veleet 
who have right of election, and had his indenture 
fealed and returned by the mayor of the corpora- 
tion, and ought to have been returned by the 
ſheriff, was read. 

Ordered, that the matter of the return for this 
borough be examined at the bar of the houſe on 
Monday morning next; and that the high-ſheriff 
and under-ſhetiff of che county of Northampton, 
and the mayor of the ſaid borough, do then attend: 
and the clerk of the crown do wie 1 wich 
the return. 

Arch. The houſe protected in the Gtnmitiation'sf 
the'matter concerning the return for this m—_ 
and the high-ſheriff of the county of Northa 
and the clerk of the crown, were called in, an * 
mined: and the writ, with the indenture annexed to 
it, delivered in. The mayor of this borvugh' was 
likewiſe called in, and examined; and delivered an in- 
denture anne ted to the precept, which he received 
from the ſheriff. And, upon examination of the 
matter, it appeared to the houſe}, that the precept 
from the ſheriff was directed to the mayor and juſ- 
tices for this borough; and that the indenture, an- 
nexed to the writ, hereby Sir William Temple is 


returned to ſerve for the ſaid borough, is not ſigned 


by the mayor, nor the ſeal of the corporation fixed 
thereto ; and that the indenture, whereby Ralph 
Monrague, eſquire is returned, is ſigned by the 
mayor, and the ſeal of the corporation fixed thereto; 
and: the ſame is annexed to the precept from. the 
ſheriff : 


Reſblved (nem. con.) that the indenture annexed , 


do che writ, whereby Sir William Temple is recutn- 


-AT 


ed19-ſerve as a burgels for this boroagh, is not a ſuffi 
cient return. 
Reſolved (nem. con.) that the indenture, Genel by 


The : County of | NORTHUMBERLAND: 


tam com. Nerthumb. quam vill. Novi. Cofri ſuper 
Tynam, multum timent, quad pax inter regna Anglie et 


Scariææ per quoſdam Scotie infringeretur, propter quod iphf 


the mayor of Northampton, and ſealed with the /e elongore ad pr<ſens commod: non potuerunt ; ideo pre- 


vommon ſeal of the corporation, and which is annex- 
ed tothe pope — precept; whereby Ralph Montague, 
-oſquires-is returned to ſerve for the ſaid borough, is 

8 be annexed to the writ. 

- Ordered; the: ſheriff of the county of Northam- 
"ron de ubs off the indenture" annexed do che writ, 
whereby Sir William Temple is returned; and do 
receive the indenture annexed to the precept, 'where- 
by Mr. Montague is returned, and do annex the 
ſame to the writ. 

And the ſheriff and clerk of the 'crown. being 
"called in the ſheriff did take: off the indenture, 
whereby Sir William Temple is returned, from the 
ritt. 
And Mr. Speaker acquainted him with the order 
of the houſe; that he ſhould receive the precept 
and indenture annexed thereto, whereby Mr. Mon- 
tague is returned, and annex the ſame to the writ. 

And the Bart and W ] 0 , ENr 
drawn; ah Foo 

- Ordered, that Mr. Neale, high- ſheriff for thecounty 
of Northampton, be commirted to the cuſtody of the 
22 this houſe. 

May 25th, 168 5. A petitiog af Thames Duak- 
ley; William Pettit, Richard Harris, and Edward 
Ward, touching the election for this borough. _ . 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges to examine, and report the matter with. their 
opinion. 

March 4th, 1700. A petition-of. John. Conant, 
| doctor of laws, vas read; ſhewing, that at the late 
election of a burgeſs to ſerve in "parliament: for 
this- borough, in the room of William Thursby, 
eſquire, deceaſed, the petitioner and Mr. Andrews 
were candidates z and that Mr. Andrews, by bribes, 
promiſes, and entertainment, hath, procured himſelf 
1 A in iyury of the petitioner : n 


—_— that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
Hort the ſame with their opinion. | 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petitionof William Wykes, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election of members to 
ſervein parliament for this town, the honourable Colo- 
del Edward Montague, eſquire, William Wilmer, ef. 
quire, and the petitioner were candidates; that the pe- 
titioner was duly elected and ought to have been re- 
turned, and that Mr. Montague is not qualified to be 
deed a member; and by bribery, threats, and other 
egal practices, the ſaid Mr. Montague and Mr. 
Wilmer have procured themſelves to be returned, in 
prejudice to the; petitioner : and praying &c, - 

... Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, 'and report the 
nn f 

December 10. Ordered, that leave be given o 
witheran th ſaid peri. 


NORTHUMBERLAND. 


Tr county is the bounds of the kingdom 
England towards Scotland, whoſe armies 
— ng; 4 it had ſummons for 


B.P.R. knights of the ſhire in the 224. of Edward I. the time 


of the general writ to counties: but Mr. Prynne in 
bia liſt takes notice of its firſt return in the aõth of 
that King. It was often interrupted in re- 
turns, as appears by what follows. In che 6th of 
Edw.. IL. this return was made. —J#illielmus de Lie- 
Aale vic. Northumberland, fic reſpondit. Via homines 


diffi NULLOS MILITES SEU. BURGENSES PRO INSTANTE 


PARLIAMENTOCURANT MITTERE. And in the 8th year Ibid. th 


the ſheriff makes this return—/Jfud breve oftenſum fuit 
in pleno comitatu; uli reſponſ. fuit mibi, Luod omnes mi- 
litet de balliva mea non ſufficiunt ad defenſionem mar- 
chie. Et mandatum fuit ballivis libertat. ville Neu Ca,. 
tri ſuper Tinam, qui fic reſponderunt, Quod ones bur- 
genſes ville predif. vir fufficiunt ad defenſ. ville ejuſ- 


dem; et ideo quo ad execution. iftius brev, nibilagum oft. In Ibid 


the firſt of Edward III. the return was, ta 
com. Northumb. fic reſpond. Quad ipft per inimicos Sco- 


tie,: adeo ſunt defiruthi, quod non habent unde ſolvere 
expenſ. duobus militibus proficiſſuris ad traRtatum et con- 


filium apud Lincoln tenend. Theſe excuſatory returns 


I thought proper to inſert ; nor can I properly omit 


another of a different fort in the 34th of Edward Ibid. 16 


III. Von fuerunt aliqui milites in com. meo poſtguam 
breve iſtud mibi venit preterguam Walterus de Tindale, - 
qui languidus eft, et impotens ad laborand, Wherefore, 
two others, who were elected, though they were no 
knights by order, girt with ſwords, were returned. 


There is alſo another return, in the 28th of Henry VI. Ibid, 10 


by indenture, which teftatur quod per Thomam Newyll, 
militem vic. Northumb. in prox. com. ſuo &c. facta procla - 

matione Robertus Claxton, miles ; Willielmus Lomely, mi- 
les, Willielmus Bertram, arm. Bertrandus Harbotell, Ro- 


bertus Rhodes, * Robertus Mitford, (cum 16 al. in indent. alan 
eligerunt pr ediftos Willielmum Bertram er Ro-. 


nominat.) 
bertum Mitford : which I inſert to ſhew the electort 
choſe themſelves. From this time, I aj 
this. county has always returned. The ſubſequent 
memoirs relating to elections, and members in that 
reſpect, which I have met with, are theſe. _ 
Upon the death of the eldeſt ſon of the Earl of Bed- 
ford; Sir Francis Ruſſell, his next brother, became 
eldeſt ſon; and a queſtion aroſe, whether he was capa- 


ble of continuing knight of the ſhire for this county : 


Jan. 20,. 1549- Whereupon, it is ordered that Sir 
Francis Ruſſell, ſon and heir apparent of the now 
Earl of Bedford, ſhall abide in this houſe, in the 
ſtate he was before. ; 

April 9, 1614. Mr, Francis Moore reported. 
For this county of Northumberland. The peti- 
tion 4 things: 1. Setting back the clock, and 
then refuſing to take voices after 9. — 2. That Sir 
George Selby not eligible ; for ge no ſheriff, by 
the writ, to be choſen; where Sir George ſheriff of 
Durham biſhoprick:: 3. For want of freehold. —4. 
For want of reſidence in that ſhire. That Sir 
George preſent, alledged, that the biſhop had diſ- 
him before the election. The committees. 
— The ſheriff's: Still executed by him. For the 
undue election; thought fit, the ſheriff ſhould be 
ſent for, by the greateſt number of committee. 
The other two points not thought fit to be examin- 
ed, for that the electors fault, not the ſheriff's, — 
Whereupon a debate. (See Durham county.) Re- 
ſolved upon the queſtion, that Sir George Selby, 
ſheriff of Durham, cannot be choſen knight of the 
ſhire for Northumberland. - 

.. Ordered, that @ warrant be made by Mr. Seater 
to the clerk of the crown, for the election of anorher, 
might of the ſhire, in his place. 

Mr. Alford ſheweth, that 20 againſt ſending for, 
the ſheriff, 21 for it: ſheweth, he was one of the 20 | 


againſt it, and his reaſons, . 10 
Sir Herbert Croftes Iheweth the reaſons of | 2151 


for kim,—Thar de abuſe great: c ns 


The County, of NORTHUMBERLAND. © 


affidavit: be example tending to extreme preju- 


* Sir George Moore : be reaſons againſt it.—1. 
Not ſit to ſend for a ſheriff out of his county. 2. 


A penalty, for a falſe return, of an hundred pounds 
pounds to the party. 3. 


to the King, and an hundred 
The affidavit made by Sir Ralph Grey's man. 
Mr. Hoſkins, contre ; for the drawing a ſheriff out 
of the ſhire, —If by no verbal complaint, nor affida- 
vit, then no ſheriff ſhall be ſent for. If to leave him 
to the law only, and not ſend for him hither, a 
gap open, to infringe all liberty of free election. 

Sir Arthur Ingram moveth a reference to ſome 
Juſtices of the peace : but refuſed abſolutely. 


Diggs, contra; but moveth, that 


.thoſe who make falſe accuſations, ſhall be puniſhed. 


Sir William Strowde, accordant. 
© Upon the queſtion, whether the ſheriff of this 
county to he ſent. Agreed, with not above three 


ive voices. 

13th. The ſheriff of this county to be ſent for 
after the election of the new knight; which to be 
the next county day but one. 

Jan. 7th, 1701. A petition of Bartram Stote, eſ- 


quire, was read; ſhewing, that, at the election of 


ty, Sir Francis Blake, the petitioner, and William 
Lorrain, eſquire, were candidates; and the peti- 
tioner was duly elected, and ought to have been 
returned, one of the knights of the ſhire for the ſaid 


county; but many unqualified perſons were permit- 


by the high-ſheriff, Mr. Lorrain is unduly return- 
ed, in prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, 3 
matter with their opinion. 

November 15, 1709. Ordered a warrant for a 
new writ for electing a knight of the ſhire in the 
room of the Earl of Hertford, -made a colonel in 
the army, 

December 5th, 1710. A petition of William 
Ogle, of Cawſey-Park in this county, eſquire, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election for knights 
of the ſhire, to ſerve in this parliament, for this 
county, the right honourable Algernon, Earl of 


Hertford, Thomas Forſter, eſquire, and the peti- 


tioner, were candidates; that the agents of the ſaid 
earl, by bribes, treats, and threats, procured ma- 
ny voices at the election, and thereby hindered and 
deterred many who would have voted for the peti- 


tioner 3 and by theſe means, the ſaid Earl obtained 


a majority of the petitioner upon the poll books, 
and is returned, in er of the petifionsy : and 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of pr. 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

January 24th. Ordered to be heard before the 


| committee on the 6th day of March next. 


February 17th. Ordered, that Mr. Ogle have 
leave to withdraw his ſaid 

Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for « 
„ 
ford made governor of Tinmouth Fort. | 

Jan. 10, 1719. Reſolved, that Thomas Forſter, 
Junior, eſquire, being taken in the rebellion, 
N 1 EY; 3s Hs ae | 
80 1 4 


Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for electing a 
knight of the ſhire for this county in the room of 
Thomas Forſter, junior, expelled the houſe. 


March 8. A. petition of Oley Douglaſs, eſ- 


e ſaid county; al- 
to be choſen or ſerve as 
a knight of the ſhire ee to the intent and 


true meaning of a late act of parliament, intitled, 


An act for ſecuring the freedom of parliament by the 


further qualifying of members to ſit in the houſe of 


Commons; that the petitioner being duly qualified 
at the time of the ſaid election, and ought to have 
been returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 
of, and report the ſame with their opinion. 

March 5, 1716. A petition of Oley Douglaſs, eſ- 
quire, in ſubſtance, the ſame with the former was read. 

Ordered, the ſame. 

May 27, 1717. Ordered the report to be received 
on Thurſday next. 

.zoth. Mr. Hampden reported from the committee 
the matter of the ſaid election, | 

That counſel attended on both ſides, and the pe- 
titioner's counſel 9 to the ſitting member as 
unqualified. 

That the counſel inſiſted that he is qualified as 
eldeſt fon and heir apparent of Edward Delaval, 
who is qualified to ſerve for a county, and the rent- 


al of whoſe eſtate given in for ſuch qualification, 


amounted to 6641, per annum. 
It appeared and was proved on the petitioner's 


part, and admitted by the fitting members counſel, 


that a mortgage for 1,000/. at 6/. per cent, on 
part of the eſtate was paid off ſince the election; and 
that there are quit-rents amounting to 4 /. yearly, 


or thereabouts, payable out of the eſtate, 


The petitioner's counſel made the following ob- 
jections to the rental given in, viz. 
That the manſion-houſe therein mentioned to be 


unlet and charged to be 30 J. yearly, was let for 101. 


to Mr. Talbot. 

That the tenement in Newcaſtle charged to be 
in the poſſeſſion of Mr. John Hebdon at 251. per 
annum, was a purchaſe made by Hebdon, wherein 
he made uſe of Mr. Delaval's only in truſt 
for himſelf ; that the purchaſe of the lands called 
Floddan and Broomrigg, let at 1581. per annum, 
and ſaid to be purchaſed of Sir Francis Blake for the 
fitting members father's life for 1200/. was only a co- 
lourable purchaſe. | 

That to prove the objections, were called 

John Beadnall, who ſaid, he was a ſervant to Mr. 
Talbot, who lived in the manſion-houſe aforeſaid; 
and he heard his maſter ſay, his bargain was to pay 
ten pounds yearly for it to Mr. Delaval, but he had 
no leaſe. 

It appeared by the evidence of Henry Kills and 
William Coatſworth, that Mr. John Hebdon de- 
ceaſed was a papiſt ; that he conſulted in whoſe 
name he ſhould purchaſe the tenement, before- men- 
tioned in Newcaſtle, and afterwards declared he 
would make the purchaſe in his nephew Delaval's 
name, who was a proteſtant ; and Coatſworth ſaid, 
that he, on behalf of another perſon, who had the 
intereſt, agreed with Hebdon for the purchaſe, and 
Hebdon afterwards laid out aconſiderable ſumof mo- 
ney upon the houſe. * ; 

2 


24 


"und prefuried: 0 


The Cory of NorTHUMBSPRT AND. 


The tenants of the land called Floddan and 
Broomrigg were called: and they faid, *they paid 
their rents to Ralph Bollam for Sir Francis Blake, 
and produced the Teceipts given to him: for an year's 
rent due in 171 and 1715, which receipts exprels 


-thole rents to be received by Bollam for the uſe of 
Sir Francis Blake and theſe teriants faid, rhey'never 


paid any rent to Mr. Delavil; but John Burn, one 


N e II. and 
the other William and Mary; for ſeveral dumm, 
amounting to 5061. were producad and proved. ' 

In anſwer to this it was alledgetl, 


That the mortgage and quit rent N bes bes ' mg 
ſidered, and the rental given in at an under value in 


thereof. 

That Mr. Talbot, as a relation, had been permit- 
ted to live in the houſe before-inentivhed, " rent- 
free. 

That * denied any cruſt for Hebdon, and "= IS 
duced a conveyance of that houſe from Sir co” 
Milbank and others to Edward -Ddlaval, eſquire, in 
fee, dated in Feb. 2714. and, noed of traſt ap- 
peared. 


That as to "a receipt given by Ralph Bollam in 
Sir Francis Biake's 1 name to the tenants of Floddan 


and Broomrigg, 20 . 102 

Ralph Bollam was called; who faid, chars pe 
thoſe receipts in Sir Francis Blake's name by miſ- 
take, not at the time of Delaval's pur- 
chaſe, but that he was afterwards informed there- 
of, and had orders from Sir 'Frantis' Blake to pay 
thoſe rents to Mr. Delaval; and chereupon he ac- 
cordingly cemirded tted thoſe rents to the order and uſe of 
Mr. Delaval, and -neyer made any account of chem 


to Sir Frais Blake. 
That a conveyance of theſe lands, with the rents, 


iſſues and profits thereof, dated in Jan. 1715. from 
Sir Francis Blake w Edward Defaval, 


for 
his life, was proved to be paid; and the con 
money being 1200 1. was proved "be paid by dt: 
Delaval. 
"Thar u to under valuation; in reſpect of 'incum- 
brances, the ſitting member's counſel called a 
James Henderſon; who ſaid, that the manſion- 
houſe and lands at Diflington, charged at 30 l. per 
annum, are worth 60 1.” and will Tet 16 by leaſe. ke 
That che houſes in Newcaſtle, at 251. 
are worth 401. and will let fo by lea. That 
Hebdon's tenement, A 25 1. a year is'worth 
50 l. and will let fo by leaſe; and that 1000 J. has 
. 


Et 


meniber's | 
member 


not, they 
eſtate given for his qualification. 


Upon the whole, the oommmittee r 

| That Fynn 

knight of rk fire to ferve in nr Em 

for this county. e | 
The ſaid ns being read vic, were gr 

ues by he Wage Weng ß > Jam er 

Aptil 6, 1723. A pehden of 

eee 

0 a knie 

de to in partment for this county, 

in the room of the right honoutable © Algernoon 


: 1 0 


| one perſons uu wore for the” (git) Mr." 
of the tenants; confeſſed,” he ad hend of Mr. De- , 
lavaP's title'before the election. 


res et waives 8 


Delaval, efquire; Tay 


Abe Je, i 


Seymour, eſquire, comtminonly called Earl of Hert- 
ford, now Lord Piercy, called up to the Houſe of 
Peers; the petitioner” and © William A 0 


eſquire; were candidates at the ſaid election : 
"the petitioner had che majority of legal r 
the ſaid Mr: Wri 


and his” 


agents did, by 
bribery ani*other indirert practices. 


ſeveral 


. e 10. A daa ut Raph Jenitbn, Suite, 

ſhewing, that the petitioner and Willatn 

gh] equi wee cnt x he Ce 
ebe nde f 266 ld r ie county, in 
the room of A n Seymour, now Lord Pi 

called up by writ to the Houſe of Peers; and-the 


menaces, rio 
bery, and other indirect practices, protuted ſeveral 
to vote for him who were not qualified, and cauſed 
others to ablent themſelves that would haye voted 
for the —— Ag App 
to be on che poll-bocks 4 e = 
ſheriff hatk returned Mr. 
_—— and p 


it 


* 1 
— A ae in and report the 


Tone? dach i Gale 


29th. i weren was ade, thar the fall Grde: 
be diſcharged, bur diſagreed to. 

April 13. 1724. Ordered, w be reported on 
Thurſday. 


16th. Nr. Gybbon, according to order, "repbriel 
the matter in the petition, as follows: 
That the committee have examined the merits of 
the ſaid · election. a 
Ther the poll was for Mr. wagte = pop. 
| . oner — 963. 


- ; , 
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eb of which the 
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The City of NORWICH. 


wic. ex aka parte, et Thomas Grys, Johannem Colton, 
Wrightſon's managers: 7 4 coronatores Domini Regis in crvit. pred. Thomam 
Andrew Storey and others being extamined, ſaid, Catworth, cuſtodem eguſdem civitatis Thomam Ingeham, 


that fourteen had one guinea and. a half each for Rodertum Tappen, Petrum Braher, Willielmam Grey, 
their votes 3 another two guineas, and his charges Ricardum Brafier, Stinolph, (and eighteen others 


borne ; four, two guineas each ; two, three guineas,. therein named) caves avit. predif. ex alters parte, 


and another two guineas and an aſh-tree. teflatur, quod fact proclamatione in pleto com. ci- 


205 0 


The ſitting member's counſel, to juſtify nineteen vit. predia. tent. apud Norwicum in Gwybalda ejuſ> 
of the voters objected to as having no freehold or dem civit. die lane prox. ante feſtum purification!s 
frecholds under value, called beate Marie virginis, anno regni Henrici VI. 25to, 

Mr. Ord and others, who ſaid, theſe nineteen jurta formam ſtatut. inde edit. et proviſ. ac juxth 


voters had frecholds, and above forty ſhillings yearly tenorem cxjuſdam brevis Domini Regis præfat. vic. in 
| value. bac parte dire. per aſſenſum prædictorum coronatorum 


Io diſqualify one hundred and fifty- two of the et aliorum prenominatorum, Jobannes Gerrard, et 
petitioner's voters, the ſitting member's counſel Gregorius Draper, elefti: ſunt, &c. This is all that 
produced the following evidence: appears of the ancient method of election: the more 


Six were proved to be minors ; five by copies of modern memoirs relating thereto, which I have met 
the 


regiſters of their baptiſm, and the other owned with in the journals, are theſe. 
it after the election. | | January 18, 1580. Upon motion for an election, 
Mr. Talbot and others faid, fifry-nine bad no it was moved that it is not meet and convenient to 
frecholds at the time of the election, or none in the chuſe a perſon for Speaker by perſons that were 
they voted for: not of the houſe; and withal, that it was thought of 
To forty-three of theſe the witneſſes ſpoke of ſome, that divers perſons, being newly returned in 
their own knowledge; and to the other ſixteen by the places of others yet living, were not, nor ought 
confeſſion of the parties. not to be accounted, members of this houſe : where- 
Scot and others ſaid, that the freeholds of four- upon, to avoid length of argument, and the impe- 
teen others were under the yearly value of forty diment of the election, Mr. Treaſurer, by the affent 
ſhillings ; and alſo ſix of them were not rated. of the houſe, pronounced an admonition to all ſuch 
Ord and others ſaid, that nineteen were not aſ- as were newly returned, that they ſhould forbear 
ſeſſed to the publick taxes nor rates: alſo ſaid, one their repairing to their places, until their caſe be 
had poſſeſſion but two months before the election; further conſidered. 
and another voted becauſe of the threats of his igth. This day, the matter began to be debated, 
landlord. | touching the faid perſons newly returned in the 
There were alſo fifty - two objected to for bribery places of others yet living, of whom queſtion was 
by the petitioner's agents : made the day before ; and one of the queſtions was, 
And Roger Crawford and others ſaid, that two had whether fuch as be returned in the places of perſons 


one guinea and a half each; another two guineas abſent in her majeſty's ſervice, or of perſons viſited 


and a half; five, two guineas each, and their with fickneſs, be members of this houſe, and the 
charges ; twenty-cight, fifty ſhillings each from Mr. old, in whoſe places they be returned, be diſcharg- 
Coteſworth, and their charges borne ; two others, ed: and after debate, in which ſome were of opi- 
fifty ſhillings each; eleven others, three guineas nion, that, if ſuch matter might in any wiſe be the 
each from Mr. Wharton and Mr. Manners. That cauſe of removing any; yet the ſame oughr to be 


another had five guineas z and two others owned done by ſuggeſtion, not in the court of Chancery, but 


they had ſeven pounds each for their votes. by judgment in this houſe ; but ſome thought that 

I The petitioner in reply called, to juſtify twenty - it fufficeth to make ſuggeſtion into the Chancery, 

ſix of their voters objected to, and ſo procure the writ, &c. and fo at laſt the ſaid new 

Mr. Airey and others; who ſaid, twenty-five who returned members, in the places of the others yet liv- 
vere objected to had good freeholds, above forty ing, were allowed to be members of this houſe. 


23 


ſhillings yearly, were rated; and the rates produced: Thus is it inſerted in the houſe-journal ; but in D'Ewes 
That the other objected to as having poſſeſſion Sir Symonds D'Ewes's journal, Edward Flowerden, journal 


The committee reſolved, was the laſt ſeſſions burgeſs for Caſtleriſing, and re- 
That William Wrightſon, eſquire, is not duly moved being ſick, was returned a citizen for this ci- 
elected a knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent ty in the place of Mr. Beaumond, who was fick of 
parliament for this county. the gout; and was allowed to ſit as citizen for 

That Ralph Jeniſon, eſquire, is duly elected a this city. | 
knight of the ſhire to ſerve in this preſent parliament March 18th. Mr. Cromwell, one of the com- 
for this , mittees for examination of the returns and defaults, 
The faid reſolution being twice read, was agreed made report of the ſtate of ſuch examinations: 
unto by the houſe, and the return ordered to be whereupon, after ſundry motions and arguments, it 

_ amended. | | was reſolved, 

1 That all ſuch perſons, as have not been duly 
5 NORWICH. . el as · in lieu and 
HIS city is the capital of the county of Nor- place of others abſent or otherwiſe, and not dead, 
| folk. It became a city, upon ſettling the ſhall be for this time holden excuſed for their at- 
. epiſcopal palace and ſee here. It was incorporated tendance, and of their fitting in this houſe, until 
by King John, (ſee Appendix) and had a grant of this preſent time; but ſhall from henceforth ſtand 


B. P. K mayor and ſheriffs in 1403 : but has returned mem and be diſabled of their ſaid rooms and places, in 
Iba. 280. bers to parliament from the 26h of Edward I. In the ſtead of fuch other perſons not being dead, 


the 25th of Henry VI. I find an indenture inter unleſs ſpecial order ſhall be therein taken by this 
Robertum Aleyn et Fobannem Intewode, vic. civit. Nor- houſe to the contrary, 


PaxT Il. 


but two months, had been in poſſeſſion three years. eſquire, ſerjeant at law, citizen for this city, who® 


281. 
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And then peruſing the ſaid returns and defaults, 
and alſo the former precedents of this houſe in like 
caſes, it is adjudged and ordered by this houſe, _ 
That Edward Flowerden, eſquire, ſerjeant at law, 
and who the laſt former ſeſſion of this parliament 
did ſtand and appear a burgeſs of Caſtleriſing in the 
county of Norfolk; and was nevertheleſs returned 
into this preſent ſeſſion of parliament a citizen, for 
this city, in lieu and place of Thomas Beaumond, 
ſick; ſhall ſtill ſtand and remain in his place for 
Caſtleriſing, and not for this city. 

And, foraſmuch, as it is credibly informed to this 
houſe by John Aldrich, gentleman, one of the citi- 
zens returned for this city; and alſo by Sir Roger 
Woodhouſe, one of the knights for the ſaid county 
of Norfolk; and alſo by Edward Grymſton, eſ- 
quire, one of the burgeſſes for Ypſwich, in the 
county of Suffolk ; that the ſaid Thomas Beaumond 
is impotent and incurably ſick and diſeaſed ; it was 
(at the earneſt motion of the ſaid John Aldrich, 
made to this houſe for another citizen to be choſen 
and returned for this city, in the place and ſtead of 
the ſaid Thomas Beaumond) 

Ordered, and reſolved by this houſe, that a war- 
rant be made forthwith by this houſe, to the clerk 
of the crown in Chancery, for the directing of a 
new writ for the chuſing and returning of another 
citizen, for this city, in the place and ſtead of the 
ſaid Thomas Beaumond, accordingly. 

Nov. 7th, 1640. Mr. Maynard reported from the 
committee of privileges, that two indentures are re- 
turned for this city ; in the one, Mr. Harman and Mr. 
Catalyn are returned; and in the other, Mr. Har- 
man and Mr. Tooley are returned. The ſheriff an- 
nexeth a ſchedule, wherein he ſaith, that Mr. Too- 
ley was a citizen and a freeman, inhabiting there in 
the city; and Mr. Catalyn was a freeman, inhabiting 
in the county of Norfolk, but not in the city. He 
returneth Mr. Harman and Mr. Catalyn, but with 
this caution, that if they be not duly choſen, then 
he returneth Mr. Harman and Mr. Tooley. — The 
opinion of the committee: 

That Mr. Harman and Mr. Catalyn are well 
elected, and well returned, to ſerve as the two citi- 
zens for this city; and that the other indenture 
ought to be taken off the file. 

They took into conſideration the puniſhing of 
the ſheriff; yet, becauſe there appeared no corrup- 
tion, or practice in the managing of this cection, 
they paſſed that point by. 

Upon this report, it wasreſolved upon the queſtion, 

That Mr. Harman and Mr. Catalyn are well 
elected, and well returned, to ſerve for burgeſſes in 
this preſent parliament for this city; and therefore 
are ordered to be preſently admitted: and the in- 
denture, wherein Mr. Tooley is returned a burgeſs 
of the ſaid city, to be taken off the file, and the 
certificate alſo: And the houſe doth take notice, that 


this carriage of the ſheriff, in returning more than two 


burgeſſes for this city, is a great miſdemeanor in him. 

January 5, 1701. A petition of Thomas Havers, 
eſquire, 'one of the ſheriffs of this city, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the election of citizens, to ſerve in 


parliament, a great majority upon the poll fell on - 
Edward Clark, eſquire, and Robert Davy, eſquire, 


had but one vote more than Peter Thacker, eſquire, 
which happened by Matthew Nall, eſquire, the 


other ſheriff”s polling contrary to agreement, and 


by others who had no right to poll, and were except- 
ed againſt; but Mr. Nall would not allow any to be 
ſtruck cut, whereupon a { was demanded, 
and the books ſealed up by Mr. Nall, thepetition- 


er; and Mr. Thacker, and perſons appdinted on 
either ſide to examine them. That Nall; without 
conſent of the petitioner, or Mr. Thacker, broke 

open the books, and the next day the ſcrutirieers met; 
and Mr. Davy's would not proceed on the ſerutiny, 
but deſired Mr.Nall to declare Mr. Clark and Mr. Da- 
vy duly elected: which he did, and ſealed an indenture 
and annexed it to the writ for eleCtion, and pur the pe- 


titioner's name to the indenture, without his con- 


ſent: againſt which proceedings, the petitioner, 
Mr. Thacker, and others, proteſted; and then they 
examined the poll books, by which it appeared tb 
the petitioner, that Mr. Thacker had the legal ma- 
jority of Mr. Davy; and the petitioner declared 
him and Mr. Clark duly elected, and ſealed an in- 
denture for that purpoſe, which he ſoon after ren- 
dered to Mr. Nall, to ſign and ſeal, and annex to 
the writ, which he refuſed to do; but privately ſent 
the writ with his own return only to the Crown of- 
fice, which came thither the day before the- petiti- 
oner could get thither. That the petitioner ten- 
dered his ſaid indenture to the clerk of the crown, 
telling him the writ was not, nor could be duly re- 
turned without his concurrence, and deſired to an- 
nex his ſaid indenture to the writ and left it with 


him; yet he hath certified only the names of Ed- 


ward Clark and Robert Davy to be returned to the 
manifeſt injury of the petitioner, Mr. Thacker, and 
others concerned in the right of election 7 and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 


vileges and elections to examine, and report the mat- 


ter with their opinion. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petition be 
heard before the ſaid committee, upon this my three 
weeks. 

A petition of Peter Thacker, eſquire, was read ; 
ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly choſen a ci- 
tizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for titis 
city, and ought to have been returned with Edward 
Clark, eſquire; but Matthew Nall, eſquire, one of 
the ſheriffs for the ſaid city, hath returned Robert 
Davy, eſquire, and annexed an indenture to the 
writ of election: againſt which pioceedings, Mr. 
Havers the other ſheriff proteſted, and ſigned ano- 
ther indenture of return of the petitioner ; -but Nall 
refuſed to execute it, or annex it to the writ,. and 
ſent the writ with his return only to the clerk of the 
crown; and Mr. Havers went to London, on pur- 
poſe to ſet the matter right in the Crown-office, 
but the clerk of the crown did at firſt refuſe to ac- 
cept of Mr. Havers's indenture, and though he did 
afterwards receive it, yet he would not let Mr. Ha- 
vers annex it to the writ, nor hath he taken notice 
of it in his certificate to the clerk of this houſe ; to 
the manifeſt injury of the petitioner and the citizens 
of Norwich, who now have no repreſentative return- 
ed to this parliament: and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter with their opnion; and that they do hear the 
ſame this day three weeks. 

25th. Ordered, that the hearing of the matter of 
the ſaid petitions, which was appointed by the houſe 
to be heard on Monday next, do proceed before the 
ſaid committee, next after the hearing the matter con- 
cerning the election for the city of Coventry; and 
ſo the reſt of the cauſes, beſege d Rid otee, 
in courſe ſucceſſively. 

March 5th. men to be reported on this day 
ſeven- night. 

13th. Sir Rowland Gwyan reported the matter 


upon 
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the ſaid petitions.— The firſt thing the committee 
proceeded to, was the right of election: And that 
not being controverted, the committee, for ſettling 


it, reſolved | 


That the right of electing citizens, to ſerve in 
parliament, for this city, is in the freeholders, and 
ſuch freemen only of che ſaid city, as are entered in 
the books, and do not receive alms or charity. 

That as to the matter of the return, upon inſpec- 
tion of the record, it appeared to be thus : there are 
two ſheriffs of this city : that the preſent are Mr. Nall, 
and Mr. Havers the petitioner. The writ was deli- 
vered to Mr. Havers, who after delivered it over to 
Mr. Nall. That it was admitted, that Mr. Nall, 
being an attorney, had all along done the buſineſs 
of under-ſheriff, as well for himſelf as Mr. Havers : 
That in this caſe Mr. Nall ſigned the indenture, 
by which the return was made, and Mr. Havers re- 
fuſed to ſign it; and that Mr. Nall, as is uſual by 
under-ſheriffs, ſubſcribed Mr. Havers's name, as 
well as his own, to the indorſement of the writ ; im- 
porting, that the execution of the writ appeared by 
the indenture annexed ; and then carried, and filed 
the ſame with the clerk of the crown. That Mr. 


Havers, not being ſatisfied with the return of Mr. 


Davy, brought up with him an indenture, ſigned 
by ſeveral inhabitants and himſelf, importing the 
return of Mr. Clark and Mr. Thacker; and, after 
the writ, ſo returned by Mr. Nall, had been filed, 
offered the ſame to the clerk of the crown to be af- 
fixed to the writ, to make a double return; but 
the clerk, having had a perfect return before, did 
not think fit to annex the ſame to the writ, But 
the matter chiefly in diſpute between the parties, in 
relation to the petition of Mr. Havers, was about 
declating the election, and refuſing a ſcrutiny : 
and to that Mr, Havers's counſel called | 

Mr. Coates, who ſaid, he ſaw the books ſealed 
up by both ſheriffs in order for a ſcrutiny.—Mr. 
Lock ſaid, that on the day after the election he was 
defired to go, with Mr. Havers, to open the books ; 
and when they came to Mr. Nall's the books were 
open. | 

"Mr. Wiggat, and others, ſaid, the election w 

on the 26th of November laſt. That the poll be- 
ing caſt up the next day, there was a ſcrutiny de- 
manded, and conſented to by all perſons. That on 
Friday, when they met in the chamber to proceed 
in the ſcrutiny, a diſpute aroſe about adding one 
Cartwright to Mr. Davy's poll; and thereupon ſhe- 
riff Nall ſaid, he would declare Mr. Davy duly 


elected, which Mr. Havers proteſted againſt. That 


afterwards the ſheriffs went into court, and Mr. 
Nall declared Mr. Clark and Mr. Davy duly elect- 
ed. That Mr. Havers, though in court, did not 
aſſent to this declaration, but diſagreed to it; yet 
Mr. Nall proceeded to prepare, and, with ſeveral 
others, ſigned an indenture for the return of Mr. 
Clark and Mr. Davy, and offered it to Mr. Ha- 
vers to ſign, which he refuſed to ſign. | 
And upon this fact, Mr. Thacker's counſel argu- 
ed, that the election was not well declared, nor the 
return well made. — That the queſtion as to Cart- 
wright was, whether he came ſoon enough to be poll- 
ed : and as to that, Mr. Havers called Mr. Crombe, 
who ſaid, that there was appointed a diſtinct place 
to poll for each candidate: that it was agreed, for 
the more certain concluding the poll at the ſeveral 
books, a ſignal ſhould be given for ſhutting up the 


books: that an hour, or more, before the books 


were ſhut up, a proclamation was made for all per- 
ſons to come and poll within an hour: that they 


ſet their watches, and the books were not ſhut up, 
till two or three minutes after an hour expired ; 
and after they were ſhut, Mr. Cartwright came to 
Mr. Davy's poll, and defired to be polled, 

Then the counſel for Mr. Havers and Mr. Thac- 
ker (being the ſame) proceeded to the merits of 
the election: and Mr. Thacker's counſel inſiſted, he 
had a majority of qualified voices. The poll was 
for Mr. Davy 1042. For Mr. Thacker 1041. 

Mr. Thacker's counſel firſt objected to four mi- 
nors : and then to thoſe who polled as freemen, and 
were not to be found in the books: and they gave 
evidence againſt eighty- eight of ſuch perſons, and 
againſt two, as having polled twice. They alfo 
excepted and gave evidence againſt eighteen others, 
as living in hoſpitals, or receiving pariſh relicf. 

Then the counſel for Mr. Davy firſt attempted to 
anſwer the matter of the return, and then to make 
out the majority on the poll. And in point of law 
they inſiſted, where there are two ſheriffs, they are 
but one in law, and the act of the one would bind 
the other, and the writ being indorſed in the names 
of both the ſheriffs ; and that by one, who was not 
only one of the high-ſheriffs, but alſo had ated 
all along as ſheriff tor both in the execution of the 
office. 

But as to the fact of the declaration of the election, 
and what related to Mr. Cartwright and the ſcrutiny, 
they called Mr. Snell, and others; who ſaid, they 
were in the hall, when ſheriff Nall declared 
the election; and were ſo near, that if Mr. ſhe- 
riff Havers had made any public proteſtation 
againſt it, they muſt have heard it; and that they 
did not hear Mr. Havers make ſuch proteſtation. 
It was owned, that a ſcrutiny was demanded and 
granted, but it went off upon a diſpute of putting 
down Mr. Cartwright's name upon the poll; it hav- 
ing been agreed the day before, that Mr. Cart- 
wright's name ſhould be ſet down in Mr. Davy's 
poll, ſubje& to ſcrutiny in point of right, but 
not in point of time: and the next day, when the 
{ſcrutiny was to have begun, Mr. Thacker's friends 
went off from whar they had agreed to the day be- 
fore; and thereupon Mr. Nall faid, if they could 
not agree at the beginning, it was to no purpoſe to 
go on with the ſcrutiny, but he would declare the 
clection according to the majority z which he did 
do, as is ſaid before ; Mr. Havers being near him, 
and did not, as he heard, contradict it. That at- 
ter the declaration, and indenture of return was pre- 
pared and ſigned by Mr. Nall in court, and offered 
to Mr. Flavers to ſign, which he did not abſolutely 
refuſe to do, but took time to conſider of it. And 
Mr. Helwys ſaid, that, after Mr. Nall had declared 
the election, Mr. Havers ſaid he could not be againſt 
It, 

That they admitted the four minors excepted 
againſt by the petitioners ; and then proceeded to 
re-qualify thoſe who had been excepted to by the 
petitioners. | 

Firſt, as to the freemen : and they gave evidence 
of fifty-five that were in the books, and four others 
excepted to on another account. 

That as to the evidence relating to relief, it was 
inſufficient, becauſe not proved by the books. 


Then they excepted to, and proved from the fre- 


men's book, thirty-ſix made free after the teſte of 
the writ, who voted for Mr. Thacker ; alſo three 
others to be minors.— Upon this, a queſtion aroſe, 
whether thoſe, who were made free after the teſte 
of the writ, had a right to vote? and thereupon, 
the committee reſolved, | 


That 
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That thoſe perſons, who had a right to their 
freedom in this city before the teſte of. the writ, and 
took out their freedom after the ſaid teſte, not 
having demanded the ſame before the teſte, had 
not a right to vote in the laſt election of citizens 
to ſerve in this parliament for this city. 

They then excepted againſt, and Mr. Helwys 
ſaid he could not find, eighty- 2 of Mr. Thacker's 
voters in the freemens books; and alſo eleven of 
them were hoſpital-men, and thirty-three were ſhew- 
ed to be twice named in the poll : but of all thoſe 


Sic origin. names, except five, ſeveral freemen in this city. 


They then excepted to, and proved : twenty-one of 


Mr. Thacker's voters to have received collection. 


In reply—the counſel allowed the exception of 
the minors : that as to the eighty - three perſons, they 
juſtified fifty-one : and as to three others, it was 
ſaid, they polled both for Mr. Davy and Mr. 
Thacker. Her then gave evidence as to thoſe who 
voted for et Davy, and were made free after the 
teſte of the writ ; and fourteen were admitted to be 
ſo. They alſo ſhewed ſeveral others in his poll, 
who, or ſome of thoſe names, were ſo made : but 
in anſwer, it was ſhewed, they were made fo long 
before. 

That it is to be obſerved, there ſeemed to be 
many miſ-nomers in the poll, which made the evi- 
dence uncertain : but upon the whole, the com- 
mittee reſolved, 

That Robert Davy, eſquire, is duly elected a 
citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this city. 
And the three ſeveral reſolutions were twice read, 
and agreed to by the houſe. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of Waller Bacon and 
John. Chambers, eſquires, was read ; ſhewing, that 


at the election of members to ſerve in this preſent 
| parliament for this city, Thomas Blofield and Tho- 


mas Palgrave, eſquires, and the petitioners were can- 
didates ; that by the foul and illegal practices of Wil- 
liam Blyth, then mayor, and Mr. John Risborough 
and Mr. Benjamin Auſtin, the then ſheriffs (though 
the petitioners had the majority on the poll) were pre- 
vailed upon to make a falſe and double return of 
the petitioners and the faid Mr. Blofield and Mr. 
Palgrave : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion, 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
committee, that they do hear the merits of the 
election, at the ſame time they do hear the matter 
of the double return. 

3d. A petition of Thomas Blofield and Thomas 
Palgrave, eſquires, was read; ing, that at the 
laſt election of members zo ſerve in this parliament 
for this city, Waller Bacon and John Chambers, 
elquires, (neither of them being freemen) and the 
petitioners (both freemen and citizens) were candi- 
dates; that the ſheriffs of the ſaid city (notwith- 
ſanding the petitioners were duly elected) did make 
a double return of the petitioners and the faid Mr. 


| Waller Bacon and John Chambers, in wrong to the 


petitioners. 


Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame with their opinion. 

Dec. 3. Ordered, that; Us: Lepore be made on 
Thurſday. 

6th. The order of the day being red for making 


the Taid report, 


Reſolved, n, 


Mr. Compton reported the matter as it appeared, 
VIE. 

That both indentures were between the ſame 
pn hl tn RS OP Re 

That the poiat in conteſt was the qualifica- 
tion of the elected, the majority on the poll being 
admitted for Mr. Bacon and Mr. Chambers. 

The counſel for Mr. Blofeld and Mr. Palgrave 
inſiſted, no was capable of election without 
being free of the city: and it was admitted, that 
Mr. Bacon and Mr. Chambers were not free. To 
prove none but freemen were qualified, they called 
Mr. Elwys, who ſaid, he had known this city from 
1677 ; and all who had been choſen, had been free- 
mem except Mr. Bacon and Mr. Chambers, and 
Sir Nevil Catilyne, who was made free after he was 
choſen, and before he was returned. 

They then inſiſted on a by-law, made at an 
aſſembly ia this city, on the 26th of OR. 1640 z 
by which it is enacted, that any one, who ſhall give 
his voice for any man to be choſen citizen for the 
parliament, ſhould forfeit five pounds, or ſuffer im- 
priſonment : — alſo on the ſtatute 15. Hen. V. c. 1, 
that every perſon, to be choſen a member of parlia- 
ment for a city, - ſhall be a freeman of the ſaid 
city, and no others in anywiſe. — Alfo on the 
ſtatute 23*. Hen. VL c. 15. reciting the ſtatute of 
Henry the fifth; and that citizens and burgeſſes 
coming to parliament, have always in cities and 
boroughs been choſen by citizens and burgeſſ:s, 
and no others. 

That the Queen's writ to the ſheriff, for electing 
members to parliament, was read; which ſays, for 
every city they ſhall elect cives. And laſtly, they 
inſiſted on the freemen's oath, by which they are 
ſworn, all lawful ordinances made, and to be made, 
to obey and perform. 

The counſel for Mr. Bacon and Mr. Chambers 
inſiſted, this city was a county as well as a city 
and that the freeholders had votes as well as free- 
men. The ſtatute required as well reſients as ci- 
tizens, and that as well in as cities, and 
was made for the advantage of the elected, that 
they might not be forced to ſerve; and that the 


_ uſage had been quite contrary to the conſtruction 


which the counſel on the other ſide would— on theſe 
ſtatutes. —However, their very election made them 
free. | 

They called ſome witneſſes as to ill praftices in 
terrifying the voters, by printed papers, containing 
the ſtatute of Henry the fifth, the by-law againſt 
voters for ſuch as were not free, and the freemens 
oath. 

Spark ſaid, Mr. Blyth, the mayor, had cauſed 
two hundred of them to be diſperſed by him about 
the city.— Watſon and Roberts ſaid, they would 
have voted for Mr. Bacon and Mr. * 
were deterred by theſe papers; the firſt in conſci- 
ence, and the other for fear of t * 
Mackerell was called as to the partiality of the 
mayor and ſheriffs for Mr. Blofield and Mr. Pal- 
grave; and gave an account of an advertiſement 
n whereby it was natified, 

a contract was made to indemnify ſuch as 
3 Bacon and Mr. Chambers, from the 
penalty of the five pounds mentioned in the by - law, 
or any other inconvenience by ſuch voting. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That Waller Bacon, eſquire, is duly elected and 
returned 2 citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this city, 

That 
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That John Chambers, eſquire, is duly elected and 
returned a citizen to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this city. | 
And the ſaid reſolutions being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe : and the indenture, 
wherein Mr. Blofield and Mr. Palgrave were re- 
turned, was ordered to be taken off the file. 

Reſolved, that William Blyth, eſquire, late mayor 
of this city, by printing and publiſhing a pretend- 
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HIS is the ſhire or principal town of the 

county of this name. The returns to parlia- B. P. R. 
ment are extant from 26 Edw. I. The return of s. 
the firſt writ extant in the ſaid year is this: 2 Regiſt. 
Et breve iſtud retorn” fuit ballivis libertatis villæ +3: 


ed by-law, made in the year 1640, contrary to 
Magna Charta, in order to terrify the electors of 
the ſaid city from free and impartial voting in the 
late election of members to ſerve in parliament for 
this city, is guilty of an illegal and arbitrary pro- 
ceeding. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid William Blyth be, for his 
ſaid offence, taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at 
arms attending this houſe. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 


HIS is one of the Northern counties of this 

kingdom; and, I apprehend, was included in 
the general ſummons of every county, to ſend 
knights of the ſhire to parliament, 225. Edw. I. I 
meet with no memoirs of conteſted elections in par- 
liament, nor any other matter, till this preſent cen- 
tury, which concern that ſubject, when theſe follow- 
ing occur. 

October 23, 1702. This houſe taking notice by 
the book of returns from the clerk of the crown, 
that there is no return made by the ſheriff of this 
county. — 

Reſolved, that the ſaid ſheriff, for not making a 
return of his writ, and of the members elected to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament, by virtue thereof, 
is guilty of a breach of the privilege of this houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid ſheriff be, for his ſaid 
offence, taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant ar arms 
attending this houſe. 

November 4. A petition of William Burnell, 
eſquire, high-ſheriff of this county, was read; ac- 
knowledging his offence, for having incurred the 
diſpleaſure of this houſe, in regard there was not 
a return made of the writ for the members for the 
ſaid county, Mr. Simon Jackſon, his under-ſheriff 
having undertaken the ſame. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Burnell be brought to 
the houſe on Friday morning next, to be examined 
touching the not returning the ſaid writ, 

Ordered, that Mr. Simon Jackſon, the under- 
ſheriff of this county, be ſummoned to attend the 
houſe on Friday next. | 

6th. Mr. Burnell, the high-ſheriff of this county, 
and Mr. Simon Jackſon, his under-ſheriff, attend- 
ing according to order; the high-ſheriff was called 
in and examined, touching the not making a return 
of the writ for electing the members to ſerve in 
parliament for this county ; and he acquainted the 
houſe, he did not meddle with the execution or 
return of the ſaid writ, nor ever had it in his 
poſſeſſion, but left it wholly to his under-ſheriff ; 
and then he withdrew. | 

After, the under-ſheriff was called in and ex- 
amined ; and then he withdrew. 

Ordered, that Mr. Burnell, the high-ſheriff of 
this county, be diſcharged out of cuſtody. 

Ordered, that Mr. Simon Jackſon, the under- 
ſheriff of this county, for keeping back the return 
of the writ for electing of the members of the ſaid 
county, be committed to the cuſtody of the ſerjeant 
at arms attending this houſe. 

PART IL 


Nottingh. pro duobus burgenſibus ; qui michi reſponde- 
runt, quod eligerunt aſſenſu communitatis ville prædictæ, 
Jobannem le Flemyng de Nott. Adam de Flemyng de eadem. 
It has two ſheriffs, and is a county of itſelf; as ap- 


pears by an indenture in the 38 Hen. VI. which is B. p. R. 
between the ſheriffs and Thomas Thurland, and 281. 


fifteen others named, et teſtatur quod predifti Thomas 
et reliqui prænominati eligerunt, (ſee appendix.) I 
meet with very few conteſts or memoirs in the 
journals relating to its members or its elections, or 
any thing in reſpect of ſuch elections; thoſe which. 
follow are the only matters within the interition of 
this treatiſe. 

June 9, 1660. Reſolved, that John Hutchinſon, 
eſquire, one of the judges of the late King's Majeſty, 
be diſcharged from being a member of this houſe. 

12th. Ordered, a new writ for electing a burgeſs 
for this borough, in the room of John Hutchinſon, 
diſcharged from being a member of this houſe. 

December 20, 1699. A petition of George Gre- 
gory, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner 
and Robert Sacheverell, eſquire, were candidates at 
the election of a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament 
for this borough, in the room of Richard Slaughter, 
eſquire, deceaſed ; and the major part of the perſons 
duly qualified to give their votes were for the petiti- 
oner ; but many illegal practices were uſed by Mr. 
Sacheverell, and his agents, to gain votes for him, 
whereby he procured himſelf to be returned a burgeſs, 
in wrong of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

And alſo the certificate of the clerk of the crown, 
of the return brought in, was read. 

Ordered to be refetred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter with their opinion. 

March 9. A petition of Thomas Hawkſley and 
Roger Hunt, overſeers of the poor at Nottingham, 
was read; ſhewing, that the petitioners, at the re- 
queſt of George Gregory, eſquire, petitioner againſt 
Robert Sacheverell, eſquire, fitting member in this 
houſe, and purſuant to an order from the committee 
of privileges and elections, with the ſeveral books 
of the poors rates for the ſaid borough, did attend 
the ſaid committee from the 26th day of February 
laſt to this time: notwithſtanding which, the ſaid 
Mr. Gregory now refuſeth to pay them their rea- 
ſonable charges in coming to town, their exPEnces 
here, and returning home, they being poor men, 
and not having wherewith to ſubſiſt : and praying 
relief, &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Gregory do pay the 
petitioners their reaſonable charges, to be ſettled by 
the chairman of the ſaid committee. 

N. B. I don't find any report upon this petition. 

Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of Robert Sacheverell, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this | 
town, Mr. Pierrepont, the petitioner, Mr. Gregory 
and Sir Scroop How were candidates; and the 
petitioner was duly choſen, and ought to have been 
returned with Mr. Pierrepont; but many illegal 
practices were done to defeat the petitioner's election 
by Mr. Cook and Mr, Bilby, ſheriffs, Samuel Wat- 

H kinſon, 
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kinſon, mayor, and ſeveral others, in favour of 
Mr. Gregory, whom the ſheriffs have falſely return- 
ed in prejudice to the petitioner : and praying &c. 
Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter thereof with their opinion. 

June 3, 1701. Ordered to be reported on Thurl- 
day next. 

5th. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday next. 

10th. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported the matter ; 
that the right of election was agreed to be in the 
mayor, freemen, and frecholders of forty ſhillings 
earl 
, i; was alſo agreed, chet the et fre of Fromen 
by their birth, and the youngeſt ſons of freemen, 
who have ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip, whether 
in N or elſewhere ; and alſo perſons who 
have ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip to any free- 
man, of this town were well intitled to demand their 
freedom. 

* 

For Mr. Gregory 558. 
For the petitioner —534. 
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within a year and a half, but was refuſed it, becauſe 
he had waited on a gentleman out of town part of 
his time. 

That Nathanael Wild ferved a freeman, and 
demanded his freedom three years ago, and refuſed, 
becauſe he lived out of town. 

Edward Gunthorpe had ſerved his father, a free- 
man, and demanded his freedom five months before 
the election, and refuſed, becauſe under age. 

William Dunn ferved one Bridges, a bricklayer, 
dd demanded his freedom five months ago, 
and before thar, and was refuſed. 

John Brudſley was apprentice with his father, 
and had demanded his freedom ſeveral times five or 
fix months ago, and refuſed, becauſe he lived in the 
country. 

Samuel Anthony had ſerved William Brinkhurſt, 
and was refuſed five months ago and before, be- 
cauſe he lived out of town. 

That William Chamberlain had ferved his father, 
but it was owned he had been convicted of felony. 

That Samuel Roberts was apprentice to Thomas 
Vigures, and demanded his freedom five months 
before the election, and was refuſed, becauſe he did 
not produce his indentures. 

That Francis Pattiſon was ſecond fon of a free- 
man, and ſerved his father, and was refuſed, becauſe 
his father lived out of town. 

That Thomas Burden ſerved Thomas Bonny and 
was refuſed becauſe he was married, though it was 
after his apprenticeſhip, | 

Joſhua Skinner ſerved John Lodin and was re- 
fuſed, becauſe his maiber lived out of town. - 

That John Weſton ſerved George Kenning, but 
refuſed, becauſe his indentures were looked upon 
as fraudulent. 


— —— — 


That Francis Siſter ſerved Benjamin Ryley, but 
was refuſed, becauſe he ſerved part of his time out 
of town. | | 

Alexander Cormorick, ſerved Richard Redbour, 
but was refuſed for the ſame. 

That Stephen Longſtone ſerved Jeffery Lichman, 
and was refuſed, becauſe he lived out of town. 

William Bartram was refuſed for the ſame reaſon. 

John Staples ſerved John Clerk, but was refuſed, 
becauſe his maſter was not free, thuugh he tollows 
a trade in town. 

That Daniel Noble ſerved Thomas Goddard, 
was refuſed for the ſame reaſon, — Though Thomas 
Goddard was polled. 

To prove Solomon Baker and John Baker were 
free, Smith produced the copy of the burgeſſes 
oath, which he ſaid, it was uſual to deliver to them 
when made free. 

That John Roberts ſerved Joſhua Walker, and 
refuſed, - becauſe his maſter was not free. 

George Burton ſerved Chriſtopher Rook, but re- 
fuſed, becauſe he was married. 

That John Mabbot, the fon of a freeman, ſerved 
John Pywell, and refuſed, becauſe he lived out of 
town. 

That Stephen Ragg follows the trade of a car- 
penter, in town, and has often voted. 

That John Winter ſerved Hugh Smith, plaiſ- 
terer, and follows that trade, and was refuſed, be- 
cuſe part of his apprenticeſhip he had been in the 
King's ſervice, | 

That William Crofts was a freeman, but owned 
he had been disfranchiſed. 

That William Blackſton is a reputed burgeſs, and 
has often voted. 

That Patricius Goodall is a freeman by pur- 
chaſe. 

That William Roe is free, but lives out of town. 

That John Sandifer always enjoyed the privilege 
of being a freeman, and his appreatice voted. 

That Gervaſe Sully, William Nicholſon, and Jo- 
ſeph Hawkins, are reputed freemen, and have often 
voted. 

And Smith ſaid, that theſe ſeveral perſons would 
have voted for the petitioner and Mr. Pierrepont, 
and were refuſed ; and that ſeveral of them were 
asked, who they were for before they were refuſed. 

That Baggaley, Sweeting, Rawſon, Lawſon, 
Merrin, Innocent, and Wood, were reputed free- 
men, and that Joſeph Crampton, Joſeph Ragg, 
Thomas and James were intitled to their freedom, 
and were refuſed ; and that thefe freemen, and thoſe 
ſo intitled, would have voted for the petitioner and 
Mr. Pierrepont, but were not admitted ; that the 
petitioner's counſel excepted to Willis and Kirk. 

Mr. Smith ſaid, Willis polled as a freeman, and 
payed toll, which no freeman doth. 

Wood was called, and ſaid ſomerhing about 
Kirk's title to his eſtate; but it appearing he had 
ſworn he was a freeholder, the committee were ſa- 
tisfied. | 

As to indirect practices in reſpect of theſe wha 
voted for Mr. Gregory, they called, 

Samuel Parſons: who ſaid, he being engaged to 
Mr. Pierrepont and Mr. Sacheverell ; Rickards, 
who follicited votes for the ſitting member, ſaid, he 
ſhould have the advantage of ten pounds of the Co- 
ventry Charity lent him; that he inſiſted on five 
pounds immediately, and Rickards gave him a note 
for it, and it was paid, but it was owned it was 
to be repaid when he had the ten pounds, and Tho- 
mas Wright was bound for it. 

I | Morley 
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Morley ſaid, that about Chriſtmas day the may- 
or, and Mr. Gregory, and Mr. Green were together, 
and Mr. Green gave him ten ſhillings to vote for 
Mr. Gregory ; and being then at Mr. Gregory's he 
heard Burley tell Mr. Gregory he had got four or 
five votes for him, and laid out ail his money to 
hire votes; and Mr. Gregory ſaid he ſhould have 
more, and ordered his butler to give him beer. 

Creſwell ſaid, he had five ſhillings of James 
More; ten ſhillings of Benjamin Green; ten ſhil- 
lings of Taylor, and half a crown of Fosbrook, a 
pair of ſhoes to vote for Mr. Gregory, which ſeve- 
ral perſons, were agents for Mr. Gregory. 

That he had five ſhillings of Hallom, to ſwear 
that Brown, an agent of Mr. Sacheverell, had given 
him five ſhillings, but did not engage fo to do. 

That there was a paper wrote at alderman 
Rickards, importing he had received ten fhil- 
lings of Mr. Pierrepont, and ten ſhillings of 
Mr. Sacheverell, which was offered to him to be 
ſigned, but he refuſed it ; whereupon one Barrow 
wrote his name to it, by Mr. Watkinſon the may- 
or's order, and that after he had declared the con- 
tents of the paper was not true, alderman Rickards 
preſſed him to ſign it; and the mayor ſaid, if he 
would not be a witneſs for them he would preſs 
him, and the night before the election, he, and ſome 
others, who voted for Mr. Gregory, were locked 
up at Moor's houſe, that they might not go to the 
other party, and were treated with roaſt beef and 
ale: That he ſaw Aſh receive money: That Mat- 
thew Dalwater had ten ſhillings of Green three 
days before the eleftion : That Robins had five 
ſhillings of one Amos, another agent for Mr. Gre- 
gory, and he himſelf ten ſhillings : That Thomas 
Burley had of James Moor, about a fortnight be- 
fore the election, eleven ſhillings, one half for him- 
ſelf, the other to hire votes; and with the five ſail- 
lings and ſix-pence he got Davy, Sumner and Dal- 
water. 

Mary Lee faid, that at eleven o'clock on Mon- 
day before the election, going by Mr. Gregory's, 
Mr. Gregory gave Burley about a crown-piece, in 
the publick ftreet, and ſaid, it was to get votes. 

Tibſon ſaid, Simeon Aſh had promiſed his vote 
for Mr. Sacheverell, and finding him going off, he 
asked the reaſon, and the ſaid Tibſon told him, he 
had forty ſhillings and a ſtocking frame of Green. 

Hollis ſaid, Joſeph Dobbs declared he had ten 
ſhillings to vote for Mr. Gregory. 

Kitchen ſaid, the night before the election he re- 


ceived one ſhilling of Green, and another ſhilling of 


Oldham, Mr. Gregory's ſervant, to treat Mr. Gre- 
gory's voters, and the latter told him it would be 
leſs taken notice of in him. 

Wilcox ſaid, he had promiſed the petitioner and 
Mr. Pierrepont his vote, but Rickards defired his 
vote for Mr. Gregory, and lent him twenty-one 
ſhillings and ſix-pence to vote for him, and he drank 
all the day, and paid nothing for it. 

Baker ſaid, he was engaged to Mr. Pierrepont and 
Mr. Sacheverell, but a fortnight before the election 
the mayor offered to lend him ten pounds of the 
Coventry money, if he would vote for Mr. Gregory; 
he ſaid he had it not, for the mayor ſaid it was 
gone; he owned the mayor and counſel had the diſ- 
poſition of this money. F 

Lawrence ſaid, that Godwin told him he had five 
ſhillings of Amos for his vote, and five at another 
time of Moor, and one ſhilling and ſix- pence at another 
time, and acquitted of a debt of fourteen ſhillings. 

Wilcox ſaid, Godwin told him he had a pair of 


& 


hoſe and ſhoes to vote for Mr. Gregory, but did 
not ſay of whom. 

Trueman faid, Wogden owned he had money on 
Mr. Gregory's fide, or would not have been for him. 

Thar Flower told him he had fix ſhillings and ſix 
pence of Green, or would not have voted tor Mr. 
Gregory. | 

That Farmer ſaid, he received money of the 
mayor; therefore he durſt not vote for the peti- 
tioner. 
Tibſon ſaid, in November laſt he was told by 
one Boot, that he, and Skinner, had one ſhilling each 
from Mr. Gregory; and drank what he would. 

Hollis ſaid, that George Tibſon deſired William 
Alicock's vote for Mr. Gregory, which he refuſing, 
was arreſted; and Mr. Sacheverell not releaſing 
him, Benjamin Green told him he paid three 
pounds for him to vote for Mr. Gregory. 

That Green deſired him to get what votes he 


could out of the way, and offered him a guinea to 


carry a letter, but he did not go; and Davy told 
him he would be kinder to him than his father and 
mother if he would be for Mr. Gregory: that the 
mayor ſaid there would come 300 /. from Coventry, 
and every one ſhould have ten pounds. 

Joſhua Tibſon ſaid, about a fortnight before the 
election, Mr. Gregory gave him ten ſhillings, he 
believes, in regard to his vote ; but it did not influ- 
ence him, being reſolved to be for Mr. Gregory and 
Sir Scrope How. 

Then the petitioner's counſel proceeded in regard 
to ill practices in general, and called 

Mold: who ſaid, the mayor ſollicited votes for 
Mr. Gregory, and ſeveral voters were about a fort- 
night before the election at the mayor's, and called 
for ale, Cc. And had what they called for. Ano- 
ther time, others came to the tavern and were treat- 
ed, and borrowed money of him; and the mayor 
bid them ſtand faſt: that the mayor ſaid, ſome 
weeks three hogſheads were drank at his houſe 
amongſt the voters, but did not ſay, who paid the 
expence; but thoſe, who eat and drank, voted for 
Sir Scroop How and Mr. Gregory. 

Jalland faid, that Rickards gave him twenty ſhil- 
lings to go out of town on the election day, he being 
engaged to Mr. Pierrepoint and the petitioner, but 
ſaid he came to town again and voted for them. 

Ward ſaid, the mayor offered him ten pounds of 
the Coventry money, if he would be for Sir Scrope 
How and Mr. Gregory, and would have given him 
twenty ſhillings; And Mr. Gregory would have 
given him a guinea. 

Johnſon and Ward ſaid, one Turpin, who ap- 
peared at the election for Mr. Gregory, ſaid, after 
it was over, — That a great deal of the money that 
was ſpent was Eaſt-India money. | 

The counſel for Mr. Gregory were directed to an- 
ſwer the evidence, as to bribery firſt, and then they 
called 

Rickards: who ſaid, he was at alderman Rick- 
ards's houſe, where came Creſwell, who being aſked, 
if the paper produced, was of his own writing ; he 
ſaid, it was not, but it was all one, and ſaid, he got 
a friend of his to write it ; and declared Mr. Sache- 
verell and Mr. Pierrepont called him into a cloſet, 
and defired his vote, and gave him ten ſhillings a 
piece; and after he had given this account, Creſwell 
would have had them lend him money ; he was 
then told, it could not be done, becauſe it would 
look like hiring of evidence: And Rickards ſaid, 
Mr. Barrow wrote down on a paper delivered to the 
committee ſeveral particulars, which Creſwell gave 

2 account 


Y 


31 


32 


verell. 


The Town of NOTTINGHAM. 


actount of relating to the election, and Creſwell put 
his mark to it. 

Thomas Creſwell ſaid, that Edward Brown, fix 
or ſeven days after the election, at one Middleton's, 
aſked him if Mr. Gregory had not given him twen- 
ty-one ſhillings, and offered him ſo much to ſay he 
had, 

They then offered to call other witneſſes, as to 
what Creſwell ſaid at alderman Rickards's, and as to 


his ſigning the paper; but they being charged by 
Creſwell with corruption, or impoſing on him, wand 


were not admitted. And then called 

Thompſon: who ſaid, he heard Creſwell ſay, hat 
Mr. Pierrepont, and the petitioner, a fortnight be- 
fore the election gave him ten ſhillings each; and 
Brown, the barber, ſince the eleftion, had given 
him five ſhillings to atteſt what he ſhould deſire : And 
alſo gave Creſwell a bad character. 

Barrow ſaid, he heard Creſwell did own the pa- 
per; And ſaid Mr. Pierrepont and Mr. Sacheve- 
rell did lock him up in a room before the election 
and gave him each ten ſhillings : And Rickards and 
Barrow ſaid, that Creſwell declared Johnſon aſked him 
if Mr, Gregory was choſe fairly, and he declared he 
thought ſo; and that Johnſon ſaid, he would give 
him ten ſhillings, if he would ſay Mr. Sacheverell 
was ſo; and that he took the money, and anſwered, 
he would ſay ſo, if he could with a fafe conſcience. 

Bellamy and Hollis declared, Partridge and T ib- 
ſon deſired his vote for the petitioner, and Mr. 
Pierrepont told him he ſhould have a couple of 
frames brought him at a rent, which were brought 
accordingly. Brampton gave Hollis. a very bad cha- 
racter. 

They then proceeded to charge the petitioner with 
ſeveral ill practices; and called, 

The two Smith's, who ſaid, Bettiſon came to 
their houſe, and pulled out a quantity of ſilver and 
two guineas, ſaying, he had one of Mr. Pierrepont, 
and one of the petitioner ; aſking, who would not 
vote for ſuch honeſt gentlemen ? 

Lockow ſaid, he had 36s. lent him by John 
Shepherd and Wollaſton, on account of voting for 
the petitioner, or would have voted for Mr. Grego- 
ry. And John Lockow told him he had ten ſhil- 
lings for voting for Mr. Pierrepont and Mr. Sache- 
John Johnſon ſaid, Hollis ſhewed him a 
crown piece, which, he ſaid, he had on the election 
day, for voting for the petitioner, and Mr. Pierre- 
pont. 

Somers ſaid, that Birch told him that Mr. Ship- 
man gave him a coat to vote for Mr. Pierrepont 
and the petitioner, and he was threatened by his 
aunt, that ſhe would keep the writings of an houſe 
of 30s, a year from him, if he did not vote fo. 

Ellen Smith ſaid, that Birch ſhewed her twelve 
ſhillings in Mr. Dufroiſes's houſe, which, he ſaid, 


Mr. Shipman had given him to vote for the peti- 


tioner. 

Selby ſaid, that about four days before the elec- 
tion, he had a coat and ſtockings of Mr. Blunt to 
vote for Mr. Pierrepont and the petitioner. 

Lewis Smith ſaid, Tibſon, the joiner, lent him 
ten ſhillings to vote for Mr. Pierrepont and the pe- 
titioner : The ſaid Smith, at firſt, named another 
Tibſon. 

Foſter ſaid, Chamber's father told him the peti- 
tioner had grven him two ſhillings, and he hoped he 
would vote for him as he had done. 

That as to ill practices in general the counſel for 
Mr. Gregory called, - 

Stoaks: who ſaid, Mr. Pierrepont and the peti- 


1 


titioner on Chriſtmas day in the evening, aſked his 
vote, and Mr. Pierrepont told him, if he had occa- 
ſion for five pounds he would lend it him, and he 
need not fear being asked for it; he ſaid, he had no 
money, and voted for Mr. Sacheverell and Sir Scroop 
How. 

Thompſon ſaid, Mr. Drury, the miniſter, ſome 
nights before the tleftion, went about the ſtreets 
with a bag of money and offered forty 1 for 
votes, but did not prove any given. 

Barden ſaid, he heard one Bret ſay, he could give 
201. for twenty votes; and that he got ſome votes 
for Mr. Pierrepont; and the petitioner, and Mr. 
Drury, would give 100 l. for 100 votes. 

As to treating, 

Selby and Smith ſaid; that on the election day ſe- 
veral burgeſſes, who voted for Mr. Pierrepont and the 
petitioner, were treated at Mr. Drury's, Partridge, 
&c : ſaid Mr. Drury was a gentleman of an . 
and his houſe full of people. 

Smith ſaid, he ſaw thirty burgeſſes ronther, 

That as to the qualification of the voters, 

M. Rickards ſaid, John Stevens was made free 
under the new charter, and refuſed, becauſe he did 
not make it appear he ſerved a freeman: — That 
Chamberlain was refuſed, becauſe he could not prove 
he had ſerved an apprenticeſhip : That Comerick 
was refuſed, becauſe his maſter being a trunkmaker 
afterwards turned mountebank, and he was his tum 
bler:——That the ſheriffs could not find Praticius 
Goodall on the freemens books : Jervaiſe Selby was 
disfranchiſed for impoſing on the corporation, that he 
was a burgeſs's ſon born: 

That Ragg's name was not in the leidger 
That Ward is free by the new charter, and he-ne- 
ver ſaw him offer his vote. 

As to Smith's evidence ; 

- Mr. Rickards ſaid, Mr. Smith was only preſent 
two hall days. and that one of them he only came 
in before the laſt thing was done. 

Mr. Rickards and Mr. Chatwick ſaid, the mayor 
came and voted, but he did not ſee him on the 
bench, and the ſheriffs took advice of counſel, and 
took what care they could to purſue the ſame ; and 
they declared, if any perſons who were refuſed the 
firſt day, would come the next day, and make out 
their right, they ſhould be polled. 

Upon this the committee reſolved, 

That George Gregory, eſquire, is not duly ele&- 
ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

That Robert Sacheverell is duly elected a burgeſs 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

The ſaid reſolutions were read twice, and agreed 
to by the houſe ; and the clerk of the crown was 
ordered to attend, to amend the return. 

May 17, 1720. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of John Plumptree, eſquire, made paymaſter 
of the ordinance. 


OAKHAMPTON. 


F | 'HIS borough is ſituate within the county , Regiſt 
of Devon: and returned Members to parlia- 1079. 


ment, in the 28th of Edward I. and 9th of Ed- 
ward II. after which it ceaſed till the laſt parliament 
of King Charles I. when it was reſtored. The man- 
ner, which is but partly ſer out in the journals, I 

ſhall begin the memoirs with. | 


December 


The Borough of OAKHAM P TON. 


is December 12, 1640. The petition of the mayor 
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which the petitioner did put his mark thereto: and 


and burgeſſes of Oakhampton, in the county of De- 
von, referred to the committee of privileges; to per- 


uſe the record, and certify their opinions — From 


this reference, no report appears: vn" 95g} e 
” ment, I find there two members returned. 


April 27th, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges the double return for this 
borcugh. That Edward Wiſe, and Joſias Calma- 
dy, eſquires, are returned ſeverally in two inden- 
tures, under the hand and ſeal of the mayor: and 
that Robert Reynolds, eſquire, is returned by the 
free burgeſſes, without the hand or ſeal of the may- 
or: and the opinion of the committee, that the ſaid 
Edward Wiſe and Jofias Calmady, eſquires, ought 
to fit in the houſe, till the merits of the cauſe, touch- 


being ſoon after informed, that it was a return of 
Mr. Northmore and Sir Simon Leach, he immedi- 


diately, with Mr. Forteſcue and Chriſtopher Yendal, Sic origin. 


went to the high-ſheriff, and told him, that he had 
been unknowingly impoſed upon to ſign the laſt 
return, and adviſed the ſheriff to return none but 
the firſt; yet the petitioner is informed, he hath re- 
turned both: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections; and that they 
examine the matter thereof, and report the ſame, 
with their opinion therein, to the houſe. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
committee, that they do hear the merits of the 


election for the ſaid borough, at the ſame time they 

he ing the ſaid election, be determined: to which the do hear the merits of the ſaid double return. 
ge, houſe agreed. Dec. 13. Ordered, chat the report be made on 
te, November 2, 1705. A petition of John Dibble, Saturday next. 

eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that Sir Simon Leach, 15th. Ordered, that the report be made on 

Thomas Northmore, William Harris, eſquires, and Thurſday next. 

the petitioner, were candidates to ſerve in this parlia - _ 20th. Mr. Compton reported the matter upon 
ee ment for this borough ; and the majority of legal the ſaid petitions that the committee had inſpect- 
lid votes fell on the petitioner and Mr. Northmore, and ed the record of the double return for this borough; 
at the mayor made a return accordingly, and ſent it to and alſo upon the ſeveral petitions of John Dibble, 
ve the ſheriff, affixed to the precept : that the next day, eſquire, and the mayor of the ſaid borough, and of 
ck the mayor, by John Northmore the town-clerk, Sir Simon Leach, knight of the Bath ; the two firſt 
cer who acted as agent for Sir Simon Leach, and others, complaining of an undue election and return of 
8 was ſurprized in making another return of Mr. Sir Simon Leach, and the laſt of an undue election 
ius Northmore and Sir Simon Leach, which laſt return and return of John Dibble, eſquire. 
vas the ſheriff hath returned into the Crown- office, in That Mr. Northmore's election was not que- 
he wrong to the petitioner: and praying &c. 


Ordered, that the conſideration of the ſaid peti- 
tion be referred to the committee of privileges and 
elections; and that they examine the matter thereof, 
and report the ſame with their opinion therein, to 
the houſe. | 

A petition of Sir Simon Leach, knight of the 
bath, was read; ſhewing, that, at the laſt election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 
the petitioner and Thomas Northmore, eſquire, 
were duly elected; yet Chriſtopher Yendal, the 
mayor, hath wiltully made a double return of the 
petitioner and John Dibble, eſquire, with Mr. North- 
more, in wrong to the petitioner ; and Mr. Dibble 
did, by bribery and other indirect practices, get 
votes, and prevail on the mayor to poll for him, 
who had no right: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the conſideration of the ſaid peti- 
tion be referred to the commitree of privileges and 


elections; and that they examine the matter thereof, 


and report the ſame, with their opinion therein, to 
the houſe. 

A. petition of Chriſtopher Yendal, mayor of the 
ſaid borough, was read ; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
tion of members to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough, Sir Simon Leach, Thomas North- 
more, John Dibble, and William Harris, eſquires, 
were candidates; and Mr. Northmore and Mr. 
Dibble having the majority of legal voices, the peti- 
tioner, in court, declared them duly elected; and ac- 
cordingly figned an indenture of their return, by 
affixing the ſame to the precept, and ſent it to the 
ſneriff: that, the next morning, the petitioner was 


ſent for to the houſe of Mr. John Northmore, the 
. rown=clerk, and an agent for Sir Simon Leach, 


where alſo was the faid Mr. Thomas Northmore ; 
and they told him, the election would be diſputed 
in parliament ; but if he would put his mark (being 


- an illiterate man) to an inſtrument then produced 
(which was not read to him) it would fave him the 


trouble of being ſent for up to London; upon 
PaxrT II. 


ſtioned : and the poll was—for Mr. Dibble 124. — 
for Sir Simon Leach 117. That the right of elec- 
tion was agreed to be in the freemen and free- 
holders of the borough. 

That Sir Simon Leach's counſel inſiſted in taking 
off ſeveral from Mr. Dibble's poll; to add one to 
their on; and to charge Mr. Dibble with ſome 
ill practices. Firſt, they excepted againſt nineteen 
irregularly polled ; and called 

Shebbere and others; who ſaid, the election be- 
gan on the 15th of May; and by reaſon of ſeveral 
adjournments, by reaſon of diſturbances, continued 
till that evening late, and then adjourned till next 
day at twelve o'clock : and upon ſuch adjournment, 
Sir Simon Leach, and the town-clerk, who is alſo 
ſteward, and ſeveral gentlemen, went away : that 
before twelve, viz. about ten o'clock next day, the 
mayor came, and polled twenty-one perſons before 
twelve o'clock ; one or two of which were objected 
to the day before : that about twelve, Sir Simon 
Leach, with other gentlemen, came to the court, 
and made the mayor ſo ſenſible of his miſtake, that 
the mayor proclaimed the court over again; and 
then two of thoſe, who had polled before, came 
and polled over again. — Then Sir Simon Leach's 
counſel proceeded to diſqualify ſome of Mr. Dib- 
ble's votes, for corruption; and called John For- 
teſcue, a freeman, who voted for Mr. Dibble, at 
the importunity of Mr. Dibble, and his ſon : the 
ſon, being an attorney, was promiſed Mr. Dibble's 


Taw-bulineſs, on condition the father would vote 


for him; and Mr. Dibble quitted an houſe he 
rented of doctor Venner, it being convenient for 
young Mr. Forteſcue. He faid, he intended to 
have ſtaid at home; but his ſon came and perſuaded 
him to come to court ; and when he was there, he 
was thruſt into court, and voted for Mr. Dibble ; 
for which he was ſorry. 

Shebbere ſaid, Charles Arſcot told him, he had 
ten pounds to vote for Mr. Dibble. He ſaid, in- 
deed, he had given his note for ten pounds ; but 
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was told, that if he voted for Mr. Dibble, the note. 
ſhould do him no harm; and that it was lent him 


at Hatherly fair. 

Goodman ſaid, he kept an inn at this borough : 
that Mr. Dibble declared at his houſe, that he ſet 
up for a member of parliament; and if he would 


be for him, he would ſpend 800 l. at his houſe, 


and 20001. more in the town, rather than miſcarry 


in it: that this was a year, or more, before the 


election: and Mr. Dibble, once calling for a bottle 
of wine, ſaid, it was but cheating the Queen of a foot 
of timber the more,— Henry Topper 
a room for Mr. Goodman, ſaid, he could not have 
done it ſo cheap, if the carriage had not been given 
him in Mr. Dibble's waggons. He afterwards ex- 
plained it to be back-carriage 
that Mr. Dibble's ſervants uſed to. have the advan- 
tage of back-carriage : he gave the waggoners a 
s'chut to drink. — Shebbere and three others gave 
evidence of five, being neither frecholders nor free- 
men, and one a minor. 

Then, to add Chapman to Sir Simon Leach's poll, 
Goodman ſaid, he made Chapman a leaſe for his 
life, three or four years ſince; but Mr, Harris had 
an undivided eighth part of the eſtate.— Young 


proved, he offered to poll for Sir Simon Leach. 


In anſwer Mr. Dibble's counſel endeavoured to 
juſtify their votes; then to add ſome to their poll, 
who offered to vote and were refuſed ; and then to 
diſqualify ſome of the votes for Sir Simon Leach ; 
and then to ſhew ill practices by Sir Simon Leach, 
and his agents. And firſt, they inſiſted, that the 
adjournment was to ten o'clock ; and conſequently 

thoſe polled, were well polled ; and called 

Mr. Harris and others ; who ſaid, the court was 

adjourned on Tueſday evening till ten next day ; 
and the mayor came between ten and eleven ; and 
Sir Simon Leach not being come, . he ſent the 
ſerjeant to him, to deſire him to come to court, and 
ſtaid three quarters of an hour ; and before he 
polled, the mayor examined the ſerjeant, who ſaid, 
he gave Sir Simon Leach and the gentlemen notice, 
and had cried the court about the town; and then 
the mayor went on with the poll, and had polled 
twenty-one, or the moſt part of them, before Sir 
Simon Leach came into court: that Sir Simon Leach, 
when he came, excepted to the polling of them, and 
the mayor offered to poll them over again ; but Sir 
Simon Leach ſaid, he was ſatisfied with all but one 
or two, and bid him go on. It was owned, that 
the-town-clerk was for adjourning till twelve o'clock 
next day; and the cryer, by miſtake, did firſt ſay 
ſoz but the mayor corrected him, and made ham 
adjourn till ten. 

Then they proceeded to add ſome to Mr. Dibble's 
'poll, who offered, and were refuſed ; and called 
Tendal junior; who ſaid, that of eight perſons, 
who ſerved their apprenticeſhips in the borough, and 
demanded their freedom before the election, all bur 
one, Lillicraft (to whom he could not ſpeak) offered 
to poll: for Mr. Dibble. - 

Palmer ſaid, that Lillicraft alſo offered the ſame. 

Yendal gave evidence to fourteen perſons, who 


voted for Sir Simon Leach, as not being freeholders 


within che borough z and to others, not free, or made 
ſo guſt before the election. They then called Ven- 


dal, and others; who juſtified five of the votes ex- 


cepted to hy Sir Simon -Leach.z one, as hawng 
ſerved his apprenticeſhip, and four others, freehold- 
-erd ea che tine of the clettion. ' 

Fhen, to prove corruption by Sir Simon Leach, 
ebe agents, they:called Hillary Macy, a quakey ; 


ving floored, 


: and it appeared, 


Hanh, elivitre; da of: the etibers of pa an 


who ſaid, he had been proſecuted for tythes, and 
ordered to pay coſts ; and Mr. Huſſey, the miniſter, 
acquitted him for the coſt, and engaged not to pro- 
ſecute him for the future, if he would vote for Sir 
Simon Leach; and ſhewed Mr. Huſley's note to 
this effect, dated the 16th of day ant. Kai. c 
he ſhould have voted for Mr. Dihble. 

Lee ſaid, . 
to appear at the committee, and ſay, that Mt. Dib- 
ble paid for the purchaſe of lands he had bought; 
telling him, it would only be a lye. —-Gowman aid, 
Taylor put two half crowns into his hand, which 
he kept half an hour, and defired his vote for Sir 
Simon Leach; and that Shebbere offered him all 
the money in his pocket to vote ſo, and ſhewed him 
money; but how much, he knows not. 

Tendal fad, ane Quintio, a ſervant of one Goman, 
was taken in order to be preſt for à ſoldier, 
and diſcharged by the mayor; but afterwards, 
juſtice Ellicot (who had been tlireatned w be firack; 

if he did not ſend him) cauſed him- to 
be taken again, and lifted ; but Taylor offered 
Conan. if he would vore for Sir Simon Leach 
that Quintin ſhould be diſcharged. 
 Trueller, hoſtler at Goodman's, ſaid, hn hs 
maſter and Sir Simon Leach's gentleman ordered 
him to take no money of Sir Simon Leach's voters; 
and he repaid. ſome he received. 
In reply Sir Simon Leach called, to Juſtify 
votes excepted to, Shebbere ; who faid, that three 
of thoſe, ſaid to be made free juſt before the election, 
were made ſo in October was twelve months; and 
two others before the teſte of the writ ; nor did he 
ſee any of thoſe, - who Yendal ſaid, demanded their 
poll for Mr. Dibble, come into court, or demand 
their poll : and that he looked upon both Mr. 
Courtney's eſtates to be within the borough. 

As to * of the return, Sie Simon Leach 
called Young and Prouſe; who ſaid, that the mayor 
was uneaſy with his proceedings at the election, and 
on Thurſday he went to Mr. Northmore's, the 
town=clerk's, to adviſe what to do; and Mr. Young 
read the indenture of return of Sir Simon Leach, 
and he executed it with great deliberation, and- not 
only once, but as others came in he did it again: 
and being told of his being impoſed on by Mr. 
Northmore in ſigning it, and that he had made 
affidavit to that effect, ſaid; if Mt. Northmore was 
mentioned - therein, he was abuſed in it : and they 


2 a paper, ſigned by the _—_— this 


Thar, on che other ſide the ae on Sir 
Simon Leach's indenture of the 16th of May was 


read; viz. that the ſaid —_— —— 
Mr. Chriſtopher Yendal, mayor of 


be by him ſealed with the common ſeal 2 
rough, in the hall there, in the preſence of all the 


candidates, in open court, which the mayor refuſed 


to do: and this was teſtified: by ſeveral ine, 
whoſe names were ſubſeribed. 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, ; 

That Sir Simen Leach, knight of the Bath, is 


not duly elected a burgeſs to fefve in this pre 
parliament for this borough. 


That John Dibble, eſquire, is duly (defied 


. burgeſs to ſervè in this parliament for this borough : 
: whereto, they being twice read, the houſe agreed; 


and ordered enen indenture to be taken 


off the file. 


December 4. 1710. A Pais of Chriſtopher 


for this Shebbere, Thomas 
borough, John Wks 
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William Weekes, principal burgeſſes of the ſaid bo- 
rough, John Northmore, town-clerk there, William 
Reynells, Henry Marten James Earle, and Joſeph 
Goodman; aſſiſtunts to the mayor and burgeſſes of 
the ſaid corporation, and ſeveral of the gentlemen 
of the county of Devon, freeholders, and freemen 
of the ſaid borough, and moſt of the principal inha- 
bitants and freemen ' of the faid town and-pariſh of 

was read; fetting forth, that by the 
charter, by-laws, and ancient conſtitution of the ſaid 

| no perſon can be admitted a freeman 

without the conſent of the mayor, and greateſt num- 

ber of the common council: that upon the death of 
one of their repreſentatives in parliament, about 

twelve months ſince, Chriſtopher Yendall, ſenior, 

then mayor of the ſaid borough, with a few of his 

accomplices, in a by-room in an alehouſe, without 

the town=-clerk to his aſſiſtance, (who is the proper 

officer for adminiſtring oaths) did corruptly procure 

135 perſons to be made free of the ſaid borough, 

and procured the oath to be adminiſtered by an idle 
beggarly perſon, who had no right to do it; and 

the perſons admitted were generally ſtrangers, many 
of them vagrants, deſerters from the Queen's ſer- 

vice; and others idle perſons, who, by reaſon of 
ſuch pretended freedom, ſcreen themſelves from the 
act for raiſing recruits, by reaſon of their pretended 
right of chuſing members to parliament ; and they, 

and their families, claim a privilege of exerciſing 
trades within the ſaid borough, to the great ſcandal 
and impoveriſhment of the corporation : that the 
ſaid Yendall, and ſeveral preceding mayors, by 
confederating themſelves together, have yearly, as 
they were mayors, purpoſely to advance the intereſt 
of John Dibble, eſquire, one of the members of 
parliament for the ſaid borough, upon whoſe ac- 
count the ſaid 135 freemen were made; a great 
many of which were ſervants, waggoners, and 
carters of Mr, Dibble's, by whom Mr. Dibble was 
choſen, and refuſed to make free many, who had 
good right to itz and many undue practices have 
been uſed by the ſaid Chriſtopher Yendall, and his 
accomplices, to exclude their brethren from being 
mayor, who have an equal right in their turns; all 
which practices are contrary to the ancient rights 
and privileges of the ſaid borough : and praying 
that the houſe will take the matter into examination ; 
and that their rights and privileges may be preſerved 
in ſuch manner as ſhall be thought meet. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petition be 
heard at the bar of this houſe on Thurſday the firſt 
day of February next. 

Feb. 1. Ordered, that the hearing of the matter 
of the ſaid petition be adjourned till Saturday ſeven- 
night. | 

Onteres, that the clerk of the crown do then at- 
tend, with the return for the ſaid borough. 

10th. Ordered, that the ſaid matter be heard on 
Thurſday z and that the elerk of the crown do then 
attend with the return ; and alfo Chriſtopher Yendall, 
junior, one of the ſerjeants at Mace for the ſaid bo- 
rough. + = wa 

15th, Ordered,' that the ſhid-mattet be heard on 
Tueſday : and that the ſame perſons do then attend, 

20th, Ordered to be heard on Saturday next: and 
the fame perſons to attend. | 

24th. The houſe proceeded to hearing the ſaid 
matter: and the counſel were called in on both 
ſides; and the petition, and charter, and by laws, 
of this borough fead; and the counſel on both ſides 
heard ; and then withdrew. : N 

Reſolved, that the right of electing members to 


ſerve in parliament, for this borough, Ts in the 
freeholders and freemen, being mate free according 
to the charter, and by-laws of this borough. 


ORFORD. 


A 


2 


TN HIS borough is ſituate in the county of Suf- Will's 
folk. Dr. Willis writes, that it was ſum- 5* 


moned to ſend burgeſſes to partiamient, during all 
King Edw. I's time, from the time of the firſt general 


ſummons : but Mr. Prynne's liſt is only from 26Prynne's 
pt 
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Edward I. and Mr. Holmes hath added, the 3 5th. 


of Edward IJ. After this, I find it diſcontinued un- Hes 


til Henry VITPs time: and has fince been con- 


ſtantly ſummoned. The memoirs in the journals, 
relating to its elections and members in that reſpect, 
are theſe. | 

December 12, 1698. A petition of Sir Edmond 
Bacon, baronet, and William Johnſon, efquire, was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioners were duly cho- 
ſen, by a majority of electors rightly qualified, to 
ferve in this parliament for this borough, and yet 
Sir Thomas Felton ahd Sir Charles Hedges have 
gotten themſelves to be returned, to the petitioners 
prejudice : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter with their opinion. 

November 16, 1699. The petitioners preſented 
their petition again, to the ſame effect: and it was 
referred in like manner. x 

Feb. roth. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported the 
matter, as follows; viz. that the firſt queſtion, be- 
tween the parties, was the right of election. | 

That for the petitioners it was inſiſted, that the 
right of eleftion was in the mayor, portmen, capi- 
tal burgeſles, and freemen of the ſaid borough. 

That the number of the portmen is 8, the num- 
ber of the capital burgeſſes is 12. 

T hat for the ſitting members it was inſiſted, that 
the right of election waz in the mayor, portmen, and 
capital burgeſſes only. 

The petitioners to make out their right, as by 
them alledged, produced ſeveral returns of perſons 
to ſerve in parliament. viz. 

29 & 3% Phil. and Mar. An indenture between 


the ſheriff of Suffolk on the one part, and ten 12 Sic. orig. 


burgenſ. ville de Orford, et communitat. cjuſdem ville, 
ex altera parte. — That predifi. burgenſes et communi- 
tas eligerunt; and concludes, — Qucd pred. 12 lurgenſ. 
fgilla fun appoſuerurt. 

28* Eliz. Major, burgenſ. et communitas ville et hur- 
gi de Orford eligerunt ; and concludes, Major, Bur- 
genſes, et communitas ville et burgi predid. figillum ſuum 
commune apponi fecerunt. —1 th Car. I. Major, com- 
munitas, et burgenſes, qui proclamaticni in pleno com. 
fact. interfuer. eligerunt. The return is under the 
common ſeal. —— 16. Car. I. the return is in the 
ſame manner. 

The petitioners alſo produced a paper, which be- 
gins thus. Orford elefio burgenſium pro parliamen- 
to, ibid. 22 October 1640. Willielmus Platers, miles, 
et Carolus le Groſs, miles, nominati pro burgenſibus. 
Then follow the names of the mayor, eight portmen, 
and ſeveral capital burgeſſes, and others, to the 
number of forty one; and concludes.—prædict. bur- 
genſes, ſicut prefert', nominati, elei ſunt, nullo contra- 
dicente. And it appeared by the evidence, that the 
ſaid paper was Mr. Alexander's hand, who was 


town-clerk of Orford, at the time the ſaid poll was | 


mentioned to be taken. 
And Mr. Nathanael Gcoding, ſaid, that he found 
. than 
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1680, when there happened an election, at which 
Sir John Duke and Mr. Glemham were candidates ; 
that he then called 
freemen z and there was no objection to the freemen, 
when called over, but they did not ſign the inden- 
ture of return; yet owned, there were no other 


candidates, nor diſpute about it : that at the elec- 
tion ſoon after the revolution, Sir Adam Felton be- 


ing like to be out-voted, and he making intereſt for 
him, ſent for Simon Bredſtrey and Richard Townſ- 
end ancient freemen, whom he kept in private, in 
caſe there ſhould be - occaſion for them ; and that 
Thomas and Joſeph Haſtings were the occaſion of 
ſending for them ; but, there being no occaſion of 
them, he owned, they did not vote: that, at the 
election in 1695, the freemen, as well as the capital 
burgeſſes, were called over before the election. 

Simon Bredftrey ſaid, he was at the election in 
1659, and voted for Mr. Jeremy Copping, who 
lived in London; and, about ſeven or eight years 
ago, Mr. Hammond of Burford ſent for ga ro 
vote, and he went but did not, vun, there being no 
occaſion for him. | 

Palmer, who had been a portman 15 or 16 years, 
and John Marrett, who had been a freeman from 
1680; ſaid, they were preſent at the election at 
that time, and the free burgeſſes were called over, 
and held up their hands, as well as the reſt. 
| Hook ſaid, he had been at three elections ſince 
1680; when all the freemen were called over, and 
voted. 

Stephens, who had been free forty years, ſaid, 
he remembered, that the free burgeſſes had joined 
with the capital burgeſſes in ſeveral elections; but 
could name only one, which was that of the earl of 
Dyſert and Mr. Glemham, when there was no op- 
poſition z nor did he know of any Ss HE 
election. 

That, for the rung members, the counſel _ 


duced the charter 1* Jac. being an in/peximus * 1 
charter 21 Eliz. 


And alſo ſeveral indentures of return. 

In the charters of Queen Elizabeth, there are ſe- 
veral inſpeximus s, as high as Henry III. of other 
charters; and by the charter of Henry III. they are 


called by the name of probi bomines; and in the ſub- 


ſequent charters to Queen Elizabeth, they are called 


Burgenſes; and, by her charters, they are conſtituted 


a mayor, eight portmen, and twelve capital bur- 
geſſes; after which are theſe words. — Et quod de cæ- 


tero imperpetuum in futurum prædict. odo portmanni 
villæ frve burgi illius, et duodecim capitales burgenſes 


ville illius, et ſucceſſores ſui, portmanni, et capitales bur- 
genſes prædict. ſunt et erunt, et babeantur et reputabun- 
tur ſola communitas ejuſdem ville, ac ipſos communitat. 


| burgi de Orford predis. facimus, creamus, * 
et declaramus, per præſentes. ; 


That the returns were, as follows; viz. 


26˙ Eliz. Major et communitas ex eorum commun 
Aſſenſu eligerunt. — Major et communitas figillum * 


commune burgi præditt. appoſuerunt. 
30 and 39 Eliz. the ſame. 


43 of Eliz. differs only in concluſion; which is, 


tam vic. quam major figillum officior. ſuorum appoſue- 


21* Jac. the election was in the ſame form; but 


over the capital burgeſſes and. 


tions; and the 


concludes. —- Major, — 260-83 Rs ee 
cim ſuorum appoſuerunt.". 

1* Car. in the ſame form: and canchides 
et communitas, &c.—13 Car. IL the ume. 

31*. Car. II. The I [Gitci® 
of the one part, and the mayor and ten other per- 
ſons, named majorem partem communitatis ejuſdem ville 
et burgi—— Major et communitas predif?. ex corum aſ- 
ſenſu et conſenſu 22 et communitas 1. 
gillum ſuum commune appo ſuerumt. 

33* Car, II. Mylar a comantine — 
interfuerint, elegerunt.—— Major et communitas figillum 
communitatis ville five burgi predif. appoſuerunt. — 
7* Gulielmus III. The indenture between the ſheriff 
of the one part, and the major et communitatem ejuſ- 
dem burgi, of the other. Major et communitas elege- 
runt tam vic. quam mqjer e commutitas figitla offciorum 
ſuorum appoſuerunt. — 99. 10* Gul. III. the fame: 
That it appears by the town books, that John Mar- 
ret was made free on the 22d of October, 1682. 

There was alfo read an entry made at a court, 
held by the mayor, five portmen, and five capital 
burgeſſes, in February, 1680, in theſe words. 
Memorand. Quad eadem die, &c. Major et commu- 
nitas burgi, pred. aſſemblat. et congregat. exiſten. in 
camera hujus burgi, eligend. burgenſes pro parliamento 
domini Regis prox. futur. tenend. ex corum unanimi a 
ſenſu et conſenſu nominaverunt Fobannem Duke, bar. 
et Thomam Glembam, arm. fore Burgenſ. pro hoc burge 
ad parliament. dift. Domini Regis apud Oxon. prox. te- 
nend. 

The ſitting members counſel called William 
Porter; who ſaid, he had been town=clerk. ever- 
ſince 1682, and remembered all the elections fince 
that time z and poſitively aſſerted, that the right of 
election was in the mayor, portmen, and capital 
burgeſſes, only; and that the freemen did not uſe 
to be called over at the ſaid elections; and he had 
examined the ancient books, and did not find any 
footſteps of their voting, nor did they ever demand 
it, until the laſt election; nor in his time had there 
ever been a poll, 

Mr. Haſtings ſaid, he had been a portman about 
forty-ſix years, and had been at all elections ſince 
that time; and the mayor, portmen, and capital 
burgeſſes, were the eleQors ; that the freemen, at 
ſuch elections were not called over, nor demanded 
to be polled; and, if they did, they were denied : 
and that Simon Bredſtrey did not vote at Mr. Cop- 
ping's election, nor was ſent for by him; nor do the 
freemen vote for mayor or chamberlains. 

Whitby ſaid, he was born in this borough, and 
could remember for 40 years; and never knew any 
but the mayor, portmen, and twelve capital burgeſſes 
elet; nor have the freemen offered themſelves, 
or been called over, at ſuch elections, as the mayor, 
portmen, and capital Burgeſſes are; and never 
knew Simon vote, or offer to vote at ſuch 
elections. Thurſton ſaid, that he had known this 
borough twenty years, and has been at ſeveral elec- 
right was in the mayor, portmen, 
and capital burgeſſes; and he never knew the free- 
men called over, or offer to vote. 

Robinſon ſaid, he was a portman, and had been 
a. freeman ' nineteen. years; and that the right of 
election is in the mayor, portmen, and capital bur- 
geſſes only; and that he was a freeman nine years, 


and never voted, nor ever knew any freeman offer to 


vote. 
| Brady faid to the ſame purpoſe: as did Tyes. 
Mr. Edmond Foſter, who lived near to this bo- 
rough, ſaid, he had known two or three elections; 
=o 
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and the method was, — The town - clerk, before the 
election, called over the mayor, portmen, and ca- 
pital burgeſſes, and dotted ſuch as did appear: and 
that, at the election in 1693, he dotted with Mr. 
Porter the town- clerk; and the freemen are not call - 
ed over: However, he owned; that ſome of the 
freemen would be in the room, and, upon naming 
of the candidates, would hallow and make a noiſe 
at the elections. ; 

Sir Charles Gandy ſaid, he had known the bo- 
rough twenty years, had been a capital burgeſs, 
and had endeavoured to ſatisfy himſelf in the con- 
ſtitution of the town; and he was aſſured, the right 
of election was in the mayor, portmen and capital 


burgeſſes: that he was preſent once, when the Lord 


Dyſert was choſen, and there was a great confluence 
of people, but they were not diſtinguiſhed by the 
freemen; though he owned, for refuſing the office 
of mayor, he had been diſcontinued for ſome 
ears. 

, Upon this evidence, the committee reſolved, that 
it is the opinion of the committee, that the right 
of electing burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament, for 
this borough, is in the mayor, Portmen, capital 
burgeſſes, and freemen, of this borough. | 

The right being thus ſettled, the petitioner's 
counſel proceeded to ſhew, that the petitioners had 
the majority of votes: and called Mr. Gooding, 
who produced a poll, which he took by the may- 
or, Mr. Stevens's, order: and he ſaid, all thoſe 


polled were portmen, capital burgeſſes, or free- 
men 


The poll was — for Sir Edmond Bacon 33. 
for Mr. Johnſon 34. 
That there were for Sir Edmond Bacon, eight port- 
men, nine capital burgeſſes, and ſixteen freemen; 
and for Mr. Johnſon the ſame number of portmen 
and capital burgeſſes, and ſeventeen freemen: that 
there being two perſons acting as mayor; namely, 
Mr. Stevens and Mr. Syred; Sir Charles Hed 
and Sir Thomas Felton were propoſed by Mr. Sy- 
red; and Sir Edmond Bacon and Mr. Johnſon by 
Mr. Stevens: that Mr. Porter drew a paper out of 
his pocket, which he ſaid was the precept; but he 
did not read it; that Mr. Porter begun the poll for 
Mr. Syred; and he, for Mr. Stevens; and Mr. 
Porter forbid him to go on: that he had not polled 
above four or five men, but he deſiſted, Mr. Por- 
ter promiſing to be juſt; but afterwards, Mr. Por- 
ter not polling the freemen, he went on, and 
polled for the petitioners, as aforeſaid. He was 
asked, if he did not begin the poll, after the return 
made by Mr. Syred: and he ſaid, he did not, but 
took it in the town chamber, and called them all 
over twice: that there are none polled for the ſit- 
ting members in this poll. It appeared to the com- 
mittee, that there had been two mayors of this cor - 
poration and two ſets of officers ſince 1693; one 
under one mayor, and one under another: and 
thereupon a queſtion aroſe which were the legal 


freemen, who were ſo made ſince the diſpute: The 


determining of this depended upon the legality of 
the mayor. As to this, it appeared, that on the 
13th of Auguſt, 1693, there was a court held by 
the mayor, which occaſioned the diſpute upon the 


- legality of the ſummons; and conſequently three 


capital burgeſſes, then elected, were not duly elected. 

By the evidence of Mr. Palmer and Mr. Good- 

ing, and the two Haſtings; and the firſt three being 

of the majority of the court, were for filling up the 

vacancy of capital burgeſſes; and accordingly they 

elected Mr. Glemham, Mr. Bence, and Mr. Hock. 
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And Kemp, the ſerjeant, proved, that he hid givefi 
the uſual notice of the ſitting of the court; , though 
Mr. Haſtings (for the ſitting members) ſaid, the 
court was held by ſurprize, and they did not come 
till the election of the three capital burgeſſes was 
made: upon which the two Haſtings being clavers; 
and one of the keys of the cheſt, where the charter 
and town's writings were kept; being loſt; they 
broke it open, and took out the charter and writ- 
ings; and ſet up a diſtin& intereſt: ſo that the 
then mayor was forced to have a new book to inſert 
the proceedings of the court; and on the Monday 
before Michaelmas, each intereſt choſe a mayor, 
and have continued fo to do ever ſince; and each has 
his mace and officers. — Upon theſe diſputes there 
have been ſeveral proceedings at law ; and a copy of 
a record of an information againſt Nathanael Good- 
ing, Richard Gooding, and Thomas Palmer, for 
holding the ſaid court, without notice to the reſt of 
the portmen, and for electing and ſwearing Mr. 
Glemham, Mr. Bence, and Mr. Hook, capital bur- 
geſſes ; and alſo for holding another court on the 
24th of May next after, and putting out Henry. 
Parker and Joſeph Haſtings, two portmen, and 
ſwearing Mr. Hook and Mr. Saunders into their 
room : whereupon at a trial at bar, there was a ver- 
dict for the defendants. And Betts ſaid, that the 
trial laſted three hours; and the verdict was upon 
full evidence to the ſatisfaction of the court, — 
There was alſo a record of an information againſt 
the two Haſtings, for breaking open the cheſt, 
and taking out the writings; in which a verdict was 
given againſt them. Betts ſaid, this laſt was tried 
before chief juſtice Holt at Ipſwich z and upon full 
evidence they were convicted, and a capias iſſued againſt 
them; and they were brought into court, and coun- 
ſel moved that the writings might be reſtored; and 
the court ſaid, they ſhould be: but after, a noli pro- 
ſequi was entered; upon which they moved to be 


ges brought into court again, which was ordered; and 


they were diſcharged. 

Upon this the committee were of opinion, and 
directed, that the counſel ſhould be confined to bring 
evidence of ſuch perſons only, as were made portmen, 
capital burgeſſes, or freemen, before Michaelmas 1693. 
That the counſel being acquainted with this, thoſe 
for the ſitting members delivered in their poll, taken 
by Mr. Porter, by order of Mr. Syred, the mayor; 
wherein the numbers were — for Sir Thomas Felton 
17 — for Sir Charles Hedges 16; — for Sir Ed- 
mond Bacon 3; — for Mr. Johnſon 4. Of theſe 
the counſel for the petitioners did admit eight, who 
voted for Sir Thomas Felton, and ſeven for Sir 
Charles Hedges, to be made free before Michael- 
mas, 1693. 

But the counſel for the ſitting members did not 
controvert the numbers, but inſiſted, that not one of 
the petitioner's voters, not wrote down by Mr. 
Porter, demanded to be polled : and called Mr. 
Porter, and others, who ſaid, that about nine 
o'clock in the morning of the election day, they 
went to the hall ; and the portmen and capital bur- 

geſſes were called over and acquainted with the oc- 
caſion of their meeting; and that though Sir Tho- 
mas Felton and Sir Charles Hedges had the majo- 
rity in appearance, yet a poll was demanded and 
had; on which the numbers were as before; and 
no perſon did demand to be polled, but who are 
there inſerted ; and that Mr. Stevens, without any 
pretence of being mayor, polled, as a capital burgels, 
at Mr. Syred's poll; and the earl of Dyſert, Sir John 


Duke, and Mr. Palmer polled at the ſame time for the . 
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that, after the poll was over, they made proclama- 
tion; and the common ſeal was put to the inden- 
ture in open court, Mr. Stevens being then preſent; 
and then they adjourned the court : Yet it was 


owned, that there were freemen preſent; and the 


earl of Dyſert and Mr. Johnſon did demand, that 


they ſhould be polled. 


The petitioners counſel offered to call other wit- 
neſſes, as to the taking of the poll; but, that mat- 
ter being examined before, the committee did not 
think proper to call any more; and reſolved, 

That Sir Thomas Felton, baronet, is not duly 

elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for this borough. 

That Sir Charles Hedges, knight, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for this borough. 

That Sir Edmond Bacon, baronet, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. 

That William Johnſon, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

The ſeveral reſolutions, being read twice, were 
agreed unto by the houſe; and the return ordered 
to be amended. 

February 13, 1700. A petition of Sir Charles 


Hedges, knight, and Sir Thomas Felton, baronet, 


was read; ſhewing, that the petitioners were duly 
elected to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


borough, not only by the mayor and commonalty, 


but by the freemen alſo ; yet Henry Cooper, eſquire, 
high-ſheriff of the county, with intent to make a 


falſe return againſt the petitioners, delivered his pre- 


cept to one John Saunders ; both whom knew well 
that the execution thereof did not belong to Saun- 
ders, as was adjudged at bar laſt Michaelmas term; 
and the ſaid ſheriff did receive an indenture from 
the ſaid Saunders, importing, though untruly, that 
Sir Edmond Bacon and Sir Edward Turner were 
elected burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, and returned 
them accordingly ; he refuſing an' indenture, under 


the corporation ſeal, whereby the petitioners are 


rightfully returned by the mayor of as ſaid bo- 
rough : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

27th. Ordered, the charters, aſſembly books, 
and court books, of this corporation, be brought 
to the clerk of the committee of privileges and elec- 
tions, to be inſpected by the parties concerned, or 


their agents, who may take copies thereof, as they 


ſhall think fir. 
March 18th. Ordered to be reported on this ay 
ſeven- night. 


March 25th, 1701. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported 


the matter of the ſaid petition, thus — That the pe- 
tition ſhews (as before) and the fact was thus: In Or- 
ford are two perſons ho pretend to the office of may- 
or, Thomas Haſtings, and John Saunders: that, on 
the 26th of December, Mr. Edmund Foſter went 
to Orford, where the high - ſneriff lived, and ac- 


quainted him, that Mr. Haſtings was mayor of this 


borough, and expected the precept; and on the 
zoth he went to Orford to John Saunders and told 


him, he hoped he would not meddle with the pre- 
cept; and left, with the ſaid ſheriff and Saunders, 


copy of a verdict at bar againſt John Morgan; 
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not ſay ; but he demanded the precept before the 
ſheriff had the writ: but one French ſaid, that Mr. 
Haſtings did demand the-precept of Saunders, after 
it came to town; but he refuſed to deliver it. | 
That it farther appeared to the committee, that 
Saunders, having the precept, gave notice, that the 
election would be on the 1oth of January; and on 
that day they went to the town-hall, and the ſitting 
members were elected: that, when Mr. Saunders, 
and thoſe with him, came out of the rown-hall, 
Mr. Haſtings, and ſeveral of the freemen went in; 
and there the petitioners were elected by tile number 
of fifry-eight. 

The petitioner's counſel inſiſted, they could make 
it appear that Saunders was not the lawful mayor, 
he claiming under Morgan ; to which point the 
committee refuſed to hear them : bur, it not being 
pretended, that public notice had been given of the 
time of election by Haſtings, neither ever had he any 
precept; and it alſo appearing, that no perſon pro- 
teſted againſt Saunders's proceeding, while he was 
in the town-hall, or any one Getmanded a poll of 
him; 

The committee reſolved, that Sir Edmond Bacon, 
baronet, is duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this 
parliament, for this borough. 

That Sir Edward Turner, knight, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for this borough. 

The firſt reſolution being twice read, - upon the 
ſecond reading it was moved to receive it, but diſ- 
agreed to: and it was then agreed to by the houſe z 
as was the other alſo. 

January. A petition of Charles Killigrew, eſ- 
quire, and Charles May, eſquire, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that, the ſheriff of Suffolk having directed a 
precept to the mayor of this borough for electing 
burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament ; one John 
Hook, pretending himſelf to be mayor, although, 
upon a ſolemn trial at bar in Weſtminſter-hall, his 
pretended title was found illegal, got the faid pre- 
cept ; and, on the 2d of December laſt, divers per- 
ſons proceeded to an election before him, and he 
has taken upon him to return Sir Edmond Bacon 
and Sir Edward Turner : that, the ſame day, be- 
fore Daniel Whitby, eſquire, right mayor of the 
faid borough, ſeveral other perſons, being the ma- 
jority of the qualified electors, elected the petition- 
ers, and executed an indenture of return under the 
common ſeal, which Whitby tendered to the ſaid 
ſheriff; and he refuſed to accept it; and that he 
refuſed to deliver the precept to Whitby, who aſked 
him for it before the election; but the ſheriff hath 
accepted the return of the ſaid Hook ; which partial 
proceedings of the ſheriff and Hook are to the peti- 
tioners prejudice : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections to examine the matter, and report 
the ſame with their opinion. 

14th. A petition of Daniel Whidby, eſquire, 
mayor of the ſaid borough, and ſeveral of the 
commonalty and freemen, was read; ſhewing, that 
a precept, iſſuing from the ſheriff for electing 
burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough; one John Hook, pretending to be mayor, 
though upon a ſolemn trial at bar in Weſtmin- 
ſter Hall, he was found not to be legal mayor, 
got the precept, and refuſed it to the petitioner 
Whitby, who is the legal mayor; and proceeded 
to an election on the 2d of December laſt, and hath 
returned Sir Edmund Bacon and Sir Edward 


Turner, burgeſſes for the ſaid borough : that the 


petitioner WOT alfo, upon the ſame day, having 
before 
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before that given due notice of the election, pro- 


ceeded to the ſame; and the petitioner and ma 
ny others, who had a right to vote, by a great 
majority, duly choſe Charles Killigrew and Charles 
May, eſquires; and made an indenture of return 
of them, under the common ſeal of the ſaid bo- 
rough; and tendered the ſame to the ſheriff of the 
county, who refuſed to accept of it; and hath ac- 
cepted Hook's return; by which partial and undue 

>ceedings, the rights and privileges of the ſaid 
borough are violated : and praying &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Nov. 4, 1702. A petition of Edward Griffith and 


Charles May, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that the 


ſheriff of the county of Suffolk having directed a 
precept to the mayor of this borough, for electing 
burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament, one John 
Hook, pretending to be mayor (although found 
not to be ſo upon a trial at bar in Weſtminſter- 
Hall) poſſeſſed himſelf of the ſaid precept ; and on 
the 25th of July laſt, divers perſons, before him, 
proceeded to an election; and he has returned Sir 
Edmund Bacon and Sir Edward Turner: that the 
ſame day, before Daniel Whitby, eſquire, the right- 
ful mayor of the ſaid borough, ſeveral other quali- 
fied voters, being a great — — the peti- 
tionersz and many of them with Mr. Whitby, exe- 
cuted an indenture of return, under the common 
ſeal of the ſaid borough, and tendered it to the ſaid 
ſheriff, who refuſed to accept it, and accepted the 
faid other return ; and he did alſo refuſe to give 
the ſaid precept to Mr. Whitby, though he applied 
himſelf to the ſheriff before the election; which 
partial proceedings of the ſheriff, and John Hook, 
are to the prejudice of the petitioners, who were 
duly elected and returned, and not Sir Edmund 
Bacon and Sir Edward Turner : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. | 

A petition of Thomas Thurſton, eſquire, mayor of 
this borough, and ſeveral of the commonalty and free- 
men of the ſaid borough, was preſented to the houſe, 
and read; ſhewing, that a precept being iſſued from 
the ſheriff of the county to the mayor of this borough, 
to elect burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
one John Hook, illegally pretending himſelf to be 
mayor, got the precept, and proceeded to an election, 
and hath unduly returned Sir Edmund Bacon and 
Sir Edward Turner, who were not legally choſen ; 
chat the petitioner Whitby (as rightful mayor) on 
the ſame day proceeded to an election, with divers 
other legal voters, and duly choſe Edward Griffith 
and Charles May, eſquires, and accordingly made a 
return, and tendered it to the ſaid ſheriff, who re- 
fuſed to receive it, and accepted of Hook's return ; 
all which undue proceedings are in violation of the 
rights of the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

November 24, 1708. A petition of William 
Thompſon, of the Middle Temple, eſquire, was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was a candidate 
at the election for members of this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, and had a ſufficient number 
of legal votes to be returned ; but that the mayor of 
the ſaid borough refuſed to poll ſome of the peti- 
rioner's voters, and admitted others for the ſitting 
members, Sir Edward Turner and Clement Cor- 


rance, who had no right to poll; by means whereof, 
and by bribery, menaces, and other indirect practices, 
Sir Edward Turner and Mr. Corrance were unduly 
returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar upon the 13th of 
January. But not heard until 

January 29. The houſe proceeded to hear the 
merits of the election for this borough. — And 
the counſel were called in ; and the petition of Wil- 
liam Thompſon, eſquire, relating to the election and 
return for this borough, was read ; and the counſel 
on both ſides were heard, as to the right of election 
for the ſaid borough : and being withdrawn, 

Reſolved, nemine contradicente, that the right of 
election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough is in the mayor, portmen, capital burgeſſes, 
and freemen, not receiving alms or charity. 

And the counſel were called in, and by Mr. 
Speaker acquainted with the ſaid reſolution ; and 
the petitioner's counſel were heard, and ſeveral wit- 
neſſes examined on his behalf: and the counſel and 
witneſſes being withdrawn— a motion was made to 


adjourn till Tueſday ; and diſagreed to. 


The counſel were again called in, and heard, 
and ſeveral witneſſes examined: and a book being 
produced on the part of the ſitting members, as a 
book of the corporation, beginning in the year 
1693 (called the white book) to prove ſeveral per- 
ſons, who had voted for them, to be freemen ; 
which book being objected to by the petitioner's 
counſel, the counſel and witneſſes withdrew ; and 
were afterwards called in; and Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the houſe, acquainted them, that the 
houſe were of opinion, that the ſaid book ſhould 
be given in evidence, as to freemen made after 
Auguſt 1704. 

2 the counſel were further heard; and with- 

W. ien 

And a motion being made, that the counſel be 
admitted, by living witneſſes, to give evidence as to 
freemen entered in the ſaid book before Auguſt 
1704, an amendment was propoſed to be made to the 
queſtion, by leaving out © Auguſt 1704,” in order to 
bring in Michaelmas 1703; the ſame amendment 
was diſagreed to; and the main queſtion put, and 
diſagreed to alſo. | 

Then a motion was made to adjourn the merits 
of the ſaid election until Tueſday ; and diſagreed 
to, 
The counſel was again called in, and heard; and 
ſeveral witneſſes examined on both ſides ; and being 
withdrawn, Fo | 

Reſolved, that Clement Corrance, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough, 

Reſolved, that Sir Edward Turner is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

Reſolved, that William Thompſon, eſquire, is 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough. And ordered the return to be a- 
mended. 

October 25, 1722. A petition of Thomas Nor- 
ton and Thomas Dacres, eſquires, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that at the election of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, the petitioners and 
Dudley North and William Acton, eſquires, were 
candidates: that a great majority of the inhabitants 
who pay ſcot and lot, in whom only is the right 
of electing members, voted for the petitioners; not- 
withſtanding which, the mayor of the ſaid borough 
admitted the votes of ſeveral honorary freemen and 
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The City, "To and Univerſ ity of OxrorD. 


but-liers for Mr. North and Mr. Acton, 4 re- 


turned them in wrong to the petitioners : and pray- 
ing &cc. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections to examine the matter there- 


of, and report the ſame with their opinion. 
Nov. 27. Ordered, that leave be given to with- 
draw the ſaid petition, 


OXFORD Cit. 


HIS city, the capital of the county, hath 
returned burgeſſes to parliament from the 26th 
of Edward the firſt, Its method of election appears in 
three indentures ;of which here follow three extracts; 


Brady,67. viz. 2% Hen. V. omnibus ad quospreſentes liter perve- 


ibid. 68. 


1 — 


nerint, major, aldermanm, ballivi, et tota communitas bur- 
genſium ville Oxon, ſalutem, &c. Sciatis nos unanimi aſ- 
ſenſu et conſenſu naſtris Ec. elegiſſe &c. —2 5®. Hen. VI. 
nos Johannes North major ville Oxon. et Johannes Bar- 
ton, et Thomas Wymond, ballivi, ac tota communi- 
tas dictæ ville elegerunt &c, — 7. Edw. IV. quod Ri- 
cardus Buſtrad et Thomas Halmam ballivi burgi Oxon. 
et comburgenſes burgi preditl. ex unanimi aſſenſu et con- 
ſenſu eligerunt, &c. After which, I meet with no fur- 
ther memoirs until ſince the reformation; when the 
journals afford theſe following. 

Feb. 8, 1620. Sir Francis Barrington—that the 
citizens of Oxford may be heard at the committee 
with their counſel, concerning the election of the 
citizens returned for that city.— And ordered coun- 
ſel may be heard on both parts in the ſaid com- 
mittee. | 

' gth. Sir George Moor maketh report from the 
committee of privileges—that almoſt all the time 
ſpent about Oxford burgeſſes. — The caſe that 
the mayor, and fifteen more, called there the magi- 
ſtrates of the city._-A common council maketh 
them up forty-eight. 

That the magiſtrates had in the upper houſe made 
a pre election, and then came down into the lower 
houſe, and there confirmed their choice. —Counſel 
heard on both ſides. — The information not againſt 
the party elected, but againſt the mayor and magi- 
ſtrates. — Witneſſes heard. That after the ſaid pre- 
election, Mr. Wentworth in the lower houſe, there 
choſen, and not Sir Francis Blondell. This teſti- 
fied by an alderman and three other witneſſes. 

Proviſion for ſaving the pre- electors harmleſs. 
That in the lower houſe, Mr. Wentworth, the re- 
corder, by great odds choſen.—Alledged by counſel 
on the other part, that of the magiſtrates, fourteen 
for Sir Francis Blondell, and but one againſt him. — 
That two parts of three of the common council 
accordingly. Upon this the committee, with 
conſent, all but one, for the election of Mr. Went- 
worth with Sir John Brook — and that of Sir Francis 
Blondell void. 

Sir John Strangways— A pre- election and an 
election. — The magiſtrates ſhould propound two, 
as they pretend; but the power remained in the 
commons, not in the common council. 

VU pon queſtion—Adjudged, una voce, the election 
of Sir Francis not good. 

Upon 2d queſtion, whether Mr. Wentworth 
choſen ? Reſolved, yea. g 

Ordered, that the mayor &c. ſhall return Mr. 
Wentworth to the ſheriff ; and he bo e ie 49 
the clerk of the crown. 

Ordered, that the mayor ſhall be ſent for by 
the ſerjeant for his miſdemeanor, 


Feb. 20, 1710. Ordered a warrant for a writ in 
the room of Sir John Walter, baronet, me 
ptroller of the houſhold. 


1 county is ſituate towards the midland 
part of the kingdom; and was formerly un- 
der one ſheriff with Berkſhire. It was ſummoned, 
I apprehend, in the 22d of Edward the firſt ; and 
from that time has returned members to parliament. 


In the return of 22d Edw. I. the ſheriff returned two 2 Reg, ,, 
knights of the ſhire and two burgeſſes for Oxon: and f. © k 
in the 28th year of that reign, to this county, the * 


ſheriff added the knights for Berks ; though not di- 


rected by his writ, (ſe Berks :) and in the 18th of ib.—14 


Edward the third, he returned for both counties in 
one indenture, in the words following : ego Drogo 
de Barentyne vic. vobis fignifico, quod Ricardum de Vere 
militem, et Jobannem de Croxford ſeniorem, de com. Oxon. 
Ricardum de Walden et Jobannem de Vachell de com. 
Berks. de aſſenſu et arbitrio bominum eorundem com. no- 
minatos prevenire feci &c. The memoirs concerning 
its elections in the journals are very few ; one only 
I have any footſteps of : which is as follows. 

April 14, 1663. A writ was ordered for electing a 
member in the roomof Lord Falkland, deceaſed, for 
this county.—And I find, — Knollys, eſquire, was 
returned; againſt whom Sir William Walter petiti- 
oned : for | 

June 18th it was ordered, that the cauſe between 
Mr. Knollys and Sir William Walter, touching the 
election for this county, now depending before the 
committee for elections, be put off from hearing this 
afternoon : and that the ſame be not again brought 
on to hearing, without a month's notice to Mr. 
Knollys.—— This was never heard, as I apprehend; 
for I find, Mr. Knollys died knight of the ſhire. 


UNIVERSITY of OXFORD. 


, ] 'HE privilege of ſending burgeſſes to parlia- 
ment was granted to the univerſity by King 


James the firſt, in 1603 : an extract of the charter pat. il 


will be found in the Appendix. The memoirs re- 
lating to elections, 2222.99 
in the journals, are theſe. 

March 1, 1625. Sir John Finch 8 from 
the committee for privileges for the election for this 
univerſity. In reſpect of ſome witneſſes then heard, 
the committee thought fit the vice- chancellor of 
Oxford ſhould be ſent for, to appear before the 
committee upon to-morrow fortnight to give ſatis- 
faction to the committee in thoſe things, which ſhall 
be demanded of him concerning the ſaid election; 
but not as a delinquent. 

Sir John Davers undertaketh to ſend him notice; 
and that he ſhall appear. 

Toth. Sir John Finch reports from the ſame 
committee, that the committee being doubtful, whe- 
ther one Vawer, committed by the vice-chancellor 
for miſdemeanor, or for oppoſing the vice-chancellor. 
in the election? that the committee deſireth the 
opinion of the houſe ; whether he, being a material 
witneſs, to prove the undueneſs of the election, ſhall 
be ſent for by the houſe, being ſtill in priſon. 

Reſolved, that this be let alone, till the vice- 
chancellor be heard. 

17th. Sir John Finch reporteth (from the ſaid 
committee) the cafe for this univerſity, concerning 
2 of te Thaman Bento The col 
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The County and Town of PEMBROKE. 


thus : 15th of January laſt a convocation called, ſerve in this parliament for this county, Sir Arthur 
and ſome letters commendatory read : according to Owen, baronet, and Sir William Wogan, knight, 
the uſe, ſome ſpeech uſed by Mr. Vice-chancel- were candidates : that Thomas Lloyd, eſquire, ſhe- 
lor. The maſters, ſome of them, cried ©* Placet,” riff of this county, did privately deliver the writ to 
ſome Non: but none named. — They moved, by Charles Phillips, John Langharne, John Meyrick, 
the vice-chancellor, to name one. They cried, * ad eſquires, great friends of Sir Arthur; and, as pre- 
6c ſerutinium. The grant 1*. Jac.— eiſdem modo et tended, deputed them, with Thomas Skirme, his 
forma, as in other towns. Their manner of ſcrutiny under-ſheriff, with the execution thereof, and to 
being by their names in writing, or in aurem of the take the poll: and the three deputies would not 
proctor. — The vice- chancellor — That the com- admit any to inſpect the poll for Sir William; and 
mittee, ſuper totam materiam, agreed the election of directed perſons to poll againft him that were no 
Sir Thomas Edmonds void. Upon queſtion, ſo freeholders, refuſing to adminiſter the oath to them, 
reſolved in the houſe ; and a new writ. —— although demanded : and the faid pretended depu- 
That Vaad, in the opinion of this committee, ties took upon therm to controll the under-ſheriff, 
juſtly committed by the vice-chancellor for miſde- who openly declared againſt their unjuſt proceedings : 


meanors. | whereupon, all, or the greateſt number of, free- 
April 19, 1626. The election for this univerſity, holders, that would have voted for Sir William, went 
to be referred to the committee of privileges. away ; by which means, and many other unlawful 


Oct. 25, 1722. A petition of William King, practices of the ſaid ſheriff and his deputies, before 
LL.D. was read; ſhewing, that at the election of and at the election, the faid Sir Arthur Owen was 
members to ſerve i in parliament for the univerſity of returned, to the apparent wrong of the ſaid Sir 
Oxford, the petitioner, William Bromley, eſquire, William Wogan, and the greater number of the 
and George Clarke, LL. D. were candidates: that frecholders of the faid county, who were deprived 
a poll being demanded by the petitioner, Robert of the liberty of election: and praying &c. 
Shippen, D. D. vice-chancellor, who preſided as the Ordered, that the faid petitioa be referred to the 
returning officer; and by reaſon of divers corrupt committee of privileges and elections to examine, 
and illegal practices, committed by him and the ſaid and report the matter with their opinion. 

Mr. Bromley and Mr. Clarke and their agents, they March 30, 1715. A petition of John Barlow, 
have procured themſelves to be returned, to the eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. this county, the petitioner and Sir Arthur Owen 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of pri- were candidates: that the ſheriff of the ſaid county 
vileges and elections to examine, and — the being promiſed great rewards by the ſaid Sir Arthur 
ſame with their opinion. Owen; and he behaving himſelf very partial in ad- 
A petition of Sedgwick Harriſon, Robert Bryn- mining divers perfons to vote for the ſaid Sir 
ker, Joſeph Sandford, Bartholomew Richards, Tho- Arthur Owen, who had no right; and deterring and 
mas Loveday, William Laveſay and James Monro, rejecting others from voting for the petitioner, who 
maſters and ſcholars of the ſaid univerſity, in behalf had an undoubted right fo to do: and that guards 
of themſelves, and the reſt of the maſters and ſcholars of twelve men were appointed, moſt of them ſer- 
of the ſaid univerſity, was read; ſhewing, that at vants to Sir Arthur, armed with his halberts, under 
the election of members to ſerve in parliament for the notion of the ſheriff's men; many of whom 
the ſaid univerſity, William Bromley, eſquire, and behaved themſelves very infolent towards divers of 
George Clarke, LL. D. by divers corrupt and illegal the frecholders, and beat them; whereby they had 
practices, did procure themſelves to be returned, not the opportunity of giving their votes for the 
although not duly elected; and the ſaid Mr. Brom- petitioner : and that the faid Sir Arthur Owen is 
ley was not qualified to ſerve, as by the charter he returned, without declaring the ſaid election for the 
ought to be : and praying &c. ſaid county: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- Crdered, that it be referred to the committee of 
vileges and elections to examine, and report the privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 


ſame with their opinion. report the ſame with their opinion. 
PEMBROKESHIRE. PEMBROKE Town. 
4 Inftitat. HIS is one of the twelve Welch counties. HIS is the fare town for the county of this 
221. It was formerly a county palatine within name, enabled to return repreſentatives to 
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Wales, and its Earl was Comes Palatinus, and had parliament by the ſtatute of the 27th of Henry tlie Stat 27 H. 
Jura Regalia. Its juriſdiction was taken away by the eighth. Ir hath joined with it in this privilege the VIII.. 2. 


27 _ ſtatute 27 Hen. VIII. which enabled it to ſend one boroughs of Tenby and Wiſton. The memoirs 


5 knight of the ſhire and two burgeſſes: one for concerning the elections and its rights, in the jour- 
Pembroke, and one for Haverford Weſt. The nals, are thee. 
proof of its palatinate will appear from the charter May 18, 1621. Sir George Moor reporteth from 
of Edward III. which ſee in Appendix. The me- the committee for privileges, concerning a burgeſs 
yours of matters relating to its elections here follow. for this borough. — That they of Pembroke ſtood 
May 28, 1624._ Mr. Glanville reports concern- upon it, they only had right, and the out-boroughs 
ing one of the knights of Pembrokeſhire againſt none. That the out-boruughs were refuſed to have 


Sir James Perrot. Committee reſolve not to med- their voice. —Hereupon the choice of Powell, by 


dle with it, becauſe it came after the time ſix weeks. thoſe of Pembroke, holden void by the committee. 


Reſolved, that the election and return of Sir December 5, 1710. A petition of Lewis Wogan, 
eſquire, was rad ; ſhewing, that at the election of a 
Feb. 21, 1700. A petition of John Barlow, Wil- burgefs to ferve in this prefent parliament for this 
liam Skirme, Jahn Phillips, Owen Ford, eſquires, borough, the mayors and burgefies cf Wiſton and 
;and ſeveral other frecholders of this county, was Tenby, in this county, have a right to vote in the 


James Perrot is due and good. 


read; ſhewing, that at the election of a knight to election of members to terve in parliament, toge- 
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The Town of PEMBROKE. 


cher with the mayor and burgeſſes of Pembroke; 
but the mayor of Pembroke would not permit the 
mayor and divers burgeſſes of Wiſton to vote for 
the petitioner, though they had frequently uſed that 
right without interruption ; and the faid mayor 
polled ſeveral for Sir Arthur Owen, who had no 
right ; by means whereof, and by bribery, and other 
indirect practices, the ſaid Sir Arthur Owen has 
procured himſelf 'to be returned, in wrong to the 
petitioner, who had the majority of legal votes, that 
would have polled for him: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections to examine, and report 
the matter with their opinion. 

A petition of the mayor, and divers of the bur- 
geſſes, of the ancient borough of Wiſton in the 
county of Pembroke, on behalf of themſelves and 
the reſt of the burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, was 
read; ſhewing, that the ſaid borough is an ancient 
borough by preſcription, and their mayor and bur- 
ceſſes, and alſo the mayor and burgeſſes of Tenby, 
together with the mayor and burgeſſes of Pem- 
broke, have a right to vote at the election of a 
burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for the borough of 
Pembroke, and have frequently exerciſed that right, 
and the mayor of Pembroke has given notice of 
ſuch election; but Sir Arthur Owen, baronet, (to 
gain the government of Pembroke wholly to his 


own hands) in 1704, procured himſelf to be e- f 


lected mayor, (although by the charter he was not 
qualified ſo to be) and ſo continued illegally for 


two years; during which time he admitted great 


numbers of his dependents, tenants, and ſervants, 
who did not live within the liberties of Pembroke, 
to be common council men, and burgeſſes; thereby 
intending, contrary to the charters and by-laws of 
the ſaid borough, to deprive the petitioners of their 
right of election: that Sir Arthur hath procured 
divers of his dependents, of mean fortunes, who 
were not houſeholders in the town, to be elected 
mayors, who have alſo admitted great numbers of 
unqualified perſons as burgeſſes of Pembroke; and 
the preſent mayor, Joſeph Rickſon, ſolicited in the 
laſt election for Sir Arthur, and proceeded to elec- 
tion, without giving the petitioners ſuch notice as 
the law requires; yet they, and other burgeſſes of 
Wiſton, reſorting to the ſaid election, were in a 
riotous manner menaced by Sir Arthur Owen and 
his agents, and their votes were refuſed for Lewis 
Wogan, eſquire; by which, and other undue prac- 
tices, the ſaid Sir Arthur hath procured himſelf to be 
returned, and the petitioners are in danger of loſing 
their juſt privilege of voting in elections to parlia- 
ment for ever, unleſs relieved by the houſe: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine, and report the 
matter with their opinion. 

Dec. 8, 1711. The ſaid Mr. Wogan, and the 
ſaid mayor and burgeſſes of Wiſton, preſented two 
petitions, the ſame in ſubſtance with theſe aforeſaid; 
which were ſeverally read, and referred, as before. 

Feb. 23. Mr. Freeman reported the matter upon 
the ſaid petitions, as it appeared to the commitree. — 
That the counſel for the petitioners alledged, that 
the right of election is in the mayors, bailiffs and 
burgeſſes, of the ſeveral boroughs of Pembroke, 
Tenby and Wiſton. 

That the counſel for Sir Arthur Owen alledged, 
the right of election to be in the mayors, bailiffs, 
and burgeſſes, of Pembroke and Tenby only. 


That the poll was taken of the 
broke and Tenby only. For Sir Arthur Owen 207. 
For Mr. Wogan 124. 

bart no ode inſiſted, that by the act 
of 35th of Henry VIII. for knights and burgeſſes in 
Wales, concerning the payment of their fees and wages; 
all the cities and boroughs in Wales, not ſending bur- 
geſſes for themſelves, are to be contributary to the wages 
of the burgeſſes to parliament for the ſhire towns; 
and are to have notice by the mayors, bailiffs, and 
other head officers, of the ſhire towns, or by one of 
them, of the elections to parliament ; in which elec- 


7 Fun. 16 Ez. The court roll of an hundred- 
court held at Wiſton, coram majore. 

The oaths of a mayor and burgeſs of the borough 
of Wiſton, affixed to the minutes of ſeveral courts- 
leet held before the mayors of Wiſton, in and be- 
tween the 23d of Charles I. and 1650; by which it 
appears that ſome perſons were in theſe years ad- 
mitted and ſworn burgeſſes; and others admitted and 
ſworn mayors of Wiſton; and divers acts done 
at the ſaid courts. 

March 14, 1680. A return to parliament, men- 
tioned to be made by the mayor, bailiffs, and bur- 
geſſes of Pembroke, and the mayor and burgeſſes 
of Tenby ; ſigned by them, and by the mayor of 
Wiſton, and two aldermen there. 

Jan. 14. 1688. A return mentioned to be made 
by the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes of Pembroke, 
and others, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, and who 
have a right of election of a burgeſs in parliament 
for the ſaid town and borough of Pembroke, of a 
perſon elected according to the ancient laws and 
cuſtoms ; ſigned by the mayors, bailiffs, and ſeveral 
burgeſſes of Pembroke and Tenby, 9 


and Tenby, and by Thomas Skyrme of Wiſton; 
and, under his name, fox other names without any 


of Pem- 
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% Thomas Skirme, mayor; Arthur Jones:“ — 
Thoſe words, We the mayor and borgus of 
« Wiſton, appear to be wrote upon a raſure in 
the record. 

Jan. 11, 1700. A notice in writing, under the 
hand of the mayor and corporation ſeal of Pem- 
broke, directed to the mayor, headborough, or 
other chief officer of Wiſton, giving notice of the 
precept, and time and place of election for the then 
enſuing election of a member to ſerve in parliament 
for this borough of Pembroke ; at which time, ſuch 
perſons inhabiting within the ſaid borough of Wiſ- 
ton, as claimed a right of voting in the ſaid elec- 
tion, if any ſach they had, might, if they thought 
fit, be preſent at ſuch election. 

July 20, 1702. The like notice, without any 
ſeal. July 24, An order in the town book of Pem- 
broke, that no notice ſhould be ſent thereafter to the 
borough of Wiſton: his order recites the afore- 
ſaid notice of the 2oth July, 1702; and that it was 
the ſame day delivered to the mayor of Wiſton; 
that no body of that borough appeared to vote at 
the election; and that ſeveral notices had been be- 
fore ſent to the borough of Wiſton, for the purpoſe 
aforeſaid ; and they had not at any time made it ap- 
pear, they had any right of voting. 

George Jones ſaid, that, upon the aforeſaid no- 


| tice in 1500, his father Arthur Jones, who was 


then an alderman and mayor of Wiſton, went to 
Pembroke-hall to vote at the election; and that his 
father, and another of Wiſton, went again to the 
election in 1705 ; and no body objected to their vot- 
ing: that he could not ſay, there was any poll, or 
that he ſaw any return ſigned : that he named four 
other perſons of Wiſton, who were at elections at 
Pembroke ; but there was no diſpute : that ſeveral 
gentlemen have been ſworn mayors of Wiſton ; 
that the burgeſſes of Wiſton have ſeveral privileges; 
and they have a fair; and that he has ſeen a mar- 
ket there, and toll paid. 

For Sir Arthur Owen, — Henry Carrow, and 
others, ſaid, they had lived in, or near Pembroke, 
70, 60, and go years: that the burgeſſes of Pem- 
broke and Tenby only have right of voting, and 
that Wiſton· burgeſſes have no right; that they have 
known four or five elections, but none diſputed 
till the laſt; that they never ſaw any of the Wiſton 
burgeſſes at any election, or ever heard they voted, 
or pretended to vote, till within two or three years: 


that Wiſton is twelve miles from Pembroke; and 


has only ten or eleven houſes there. 
Maylett ſaid, he was town-clerk of Pembroke in 
1702, and was preſent when the notice was ſent to 


Wiſton, and when the order was made againſt ſend- 


ing any notice: that they were made by the direction 
of the mayor and common council of Pembroke, 
aſſembled in common council there. 

Thereupon the committee reſolved; that the may- 
or and burgeſſes of the ancient borough of Wiſton, 
in the county of Pembroke, have a right to vote at 
the election of a member to ſerve in parliament for 
this borough of Pembroke. 

To add 239 to the petitioner's poll; was called, 

George Owen, eſquire; who ſaid, the mayor and 
burgeſſes of Wiſton came to Pembroke to vote in 
this election; and upon their coming there, the 
fire · bell rang; upon which there was a great tumult; 
the burgeſſes and inhabitants, for ſeveral miles, 
ran together; and Sir Arthur Owen made a ſpeech, 
and told them, that the Wiſton burgeſſes were come 
to deſtroy their rights and privileges, but he would 


ſtand by tlie corporation of Pembroke with his life 
and fortune; and thereupon the Wiſton burgeſſes 
were ſaid to be enemies; and the mob went up 
and down, and huzza'd at the houſes into which 
thoſe burgeſſes were got to avoid the danger of this 
tumult, but no miſchief happened: that the bur- 
geſſes of Wiſton who came to vote, were 239; that 
the mob declared they would knock them on the 
head, if they came to the poll; and guards were 
ſet againſt them at the hall ſtairs ; upon which, the 
Wiſton burgeſſes went to the Caſtle-green at Pem- 
broke, where their names were called by a liſt and 
they declared, one by one, they would vote for 
the petitioner : and then the mayor of Wiſton went 
to the poll, and there tendered the liſt to the mayor 
of Pembroke, and declared it was a liſt of Wiſton 
burgeſſes, who were ready to vote for the petitioner; 
and deſired to poll ; but the mayor of Pembroke 
rejected the liſt, and declared, he would not admit 
a Wiſton burgeſs to vote there. 

Griffith ſaid, the fire-bell was rung at Sir Arthur 
Owen's inſtance. Mr. R. Owen ſaid, he was 
clerk of the borough of Wiſton, and was 14 years 
ſteward of it: that of the 239 Wiſton burgeſſes, 
whoſe names he called over at this election at the 
Caſtle-green by a liſt, and who all declared they 
would have voted for Mr. Wogan; 104, whoſe 
names he had in a liſt, had been ſeveral years, to 
his knowledge, burgeſſes, and the others claim to 
be ſo: that many of theſe 104 were ſworn burgeſſes, 
by himſelf, at the uſual place; and the reſt were 
ſworn ſuch burgeſſes by other ſtewards at ſeveral 
times, when he was preſent: that 64 others of the 
239 were ſworn by him many years ſince; that 
they have ſerved upon juries at courts there; and 
none but burgeſſes do ſo: that there are 30 or 40 
inhabitants at Wiſton, who have attended all the 
courts there. 

The two Mr. Owens ſaid, there was a book of 
entries of the admiſſions of the burgeſſes of Wiſton, 
which has been miſſing ever ſince Mr. Howell's 
death, who died about two years ſince; that it has 
been demanded of his executrix; and the petitioner 
has a bill in equity againſt her for difcovery of that, 
and other writings of the ſaid borough. 

Sir Arthur Owen's counſel called, Bateman ; who 


ſaid, he was ſworn a burgeſs of Wiſton four years 


ſince, and went with the Wiſton men, who were 
about 200, to Pembroke, with a deſign to vote for 
the petitioner in this election; but that their votes 
would not be received: that he was with them at 
the Caſtle- green, and all that was done, was calling 
their names by a liſt, which they only anſwered to, 
without being asked, or ſaying, who they did or would 
vote for: that four of that company told him, they 
were not burgeſſes of Wiſton; but he knew ſeveral 
others that were. Then the committee reſolved, 
That Sir Arthur Owen, baronet, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 


for this borough. 


That Lewis Wogan, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this borough: 
whereto, the reſolutions being twice read, the houſe 
agreed, and ordered the return to be amended, 

March 30, 1715. A petition of George Barlow, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for this 
borough, that the petitioner, — Thomas Ferrers, eſ- 
quires, ſtood candidates; the mayor of the ſaid borough 
being intirely in the intereſt of the ſaid Thomas Fer- 
rers, by bribery, promiſes of preferment, &c. did 


by undue and illegal means, procure him to be re- 


turned, 
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turned, notwithſtanding the petitioner had a very 
great majority of legal votes; and although the ſaid 
Thomas Ferrers is not legally qualified in reſpect of 
eſtate : and praying &c. 

Ordercd, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with-their opinion, 

A petition of the burgeſſes inhabiting within the 
ancient corporation of this town and Tenby, on 
behalf of themſelves, and other burgeſſes of the ſaid 
boroughs was read; ſhewing, that Wiſton, a ſmall 
village, never pretended to be a borough, or to 
have a right of voting, till within theſe four years; 
that all the colour of right Wiſton had, is ſet forth 
in a manuſcript under the hand of the deceaſed's 
material evidence, ready fo be produced : and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 


PENRYN. 


F H 1 S borough, ſituated in the county of Corn- 
wall, was an ancient borough, being ſo made by 
King Henry III. but never ſent burgeſſes to parlia- 
ment (as Dr. Willis writes) until the laſt year of King 
Edward VI. and King James I. incorporated it. See 
Extract of the charter in Appendix.] The memoirs 
relating to the elections, in the journals of the houſe 
of commons, are theſe. 

October 23, 1680. A petition of Francis Trefu- 
ſis and James Vernon, eſquires, was read. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to 
to the conſideration of the committee of privileges 
and elections; to examine the matter thereof, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 24th. A petition of Samuel Rolls and 
James Vernon, eſquires, touching the election for 
this borough, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to hs committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

February 10th, 1698. A petition of James Ver- 
non, junior, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the 
petitioner and Alexander Pendarvis, eſquire, were 
candidates at the laſt election of a burgeſs for this 
borough ; when the mayor refuſed to poll ſeveral 
for the petitioner, who had a right to poll; and ad- 
mitted others to poll for Mr. Pendarvis, that had 
no right; and many, who declared their intention to 
vote for the petitioner, were by indirect practices 
prevailed upon to vote for Mr, Pendarvis; who 
had procured himſelf to be returned, upon pretence 
of having a majority of two voices, though the pe- 
titioner had the majority of legal voices, according 
to the rule ſettled at the taking of the poll: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections to examine the matter, 


and report the ſame with their opinion. 


December 5th, 1710. A petition of Francis Go- 


dolphin, eſquire, commonly called Lord Rialton, 


was -read ſhewing, that, at the laſt election of bur» 
geſſes to ſerve i in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough, Alexander Pendarvis and Samuel Trefuſis, 
and the petitioner, were candidates: that Thomas 


the-precept for election ought to have been delivered 


low, who had no pretence to the ſaid office, nor 


had been in poſſeſſion thereof for many years before; 
yet he took it upon him, and refuſed ſeveral good 
votes for the petitioner, and took great numbers of 
bad votes for the ſaid Mr. Trefuſis, who, by illegal 
practices, procured ſeveral votes; and the ſaid Pen- 
hallow hath returned Mr. Pendarvis and Mr. Tre- 
fuſis ; although the petitioner had more good votes 
than either of them, and ought to have been return- 
ed with Mr. Pendarvis : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections; to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 2, 1713. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Alexander Pendarvis, made Surveyor- 
general of the crown lands. 

November 21, 1717. Ordered a warrant for a 
new writ for electing a burgeſs to ſerve for this bo- 
rough in the room of the right honourable Hugh 
Boſcawen, eſquire, made joint Vice Treaſurer of 
Ireland. 


PETERBOROUGH. 


HIS was made a city by Henry VIII. pat. , 
and as ſuch, I apprehend, obtained the privi- H. V:1 


lege of ſending members to parliameat. The firſt 
return, that appears, was-in the firſt of Edward VI. 
The right of election will appear from the following 
memoirs. 

November 8th, 1667. Serjeant Charleton report- 
ed, from the committee of privileges and elections, 
the caſe between Sir Vere Fane, and the Lord Fitz- 
williams, touching the election of this city. That 
all the inhabitants, which pay ſcot and lot, have 
voices in election; and that the lord Fitz williams 


had the majority of voices, though Sir Vere Fane 


was returned by the bailiff of the city; and that the 
committee were thereupon of opinion, that the Lord 
Fitzwilliams was duly elected, and ought to fit; and 
that the bailiff had made an undue return: whereto 
the houſe agreed, and ordered the return to be amended 
by the clerk of the crown. The bailiff, being after called 
in, and kneeling at the bar, acknowledged his offence 


in making an undue return, and that he did it 


through ignorance; and, having had the reproof of 
the houſe from Mr. Speaker, was diſcharged. 

May 30, 1685, A petition of the dean and chap- 
ter of Peterborough, touching the election for this 
city, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee for 
elections and privileges ; to examine and report the 


matter, with their opinion. 


February 14, 1700. A petition of Francis St. 


John, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that Sidney 


Wortley, alias Montague, eſquire, Gilbert Dolben, 
eſquire, and the petitioner, were candidates at the 
laſt election of members for this city; and Mr. 
Montague by bribes and entertainments, after the 
teſte of the writ, procured a great number of the 


electors to vote ſor him; and yet the petitioner, 


upon the poll, had the majority of legal voices; but 
the bailiff hath unjuſtly returned Mr, Montague: 


and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Herle was then portreeve of the ſaid borough, and 


Ordered, that the report be 


June wi, 1701. 


made on Monday next. 
to him by the ſheriff of the county; but he, to in- 


fluence the election, delivered it to Joſeph Penhal- viæ 


16th. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported. the matter; 
That che right of election was agreed to be in 

2 inhabitants, paying ſcot and lot; and upon the 
poll 
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poll the numbers were for Mr, Wortley Montague 
166.—for the petitioner 160. , 

The counſel for the petitioner excepted to ſeveral 
of the ſitting member's votes : and examined Mr. 
James Taylor, as to Thomas Tinkerſon, Robert 
Hake, and Robert Tufte, who voted for the ſitting 
member: 

As to the firſt and laſt, he ſaid, they lived with 
their mothers : but it was owned, they paid the rate 
at the time of the election; and one Duſe was tenant 
to Hake for part of the tenement where Hake liv- 
ed, and paid the rate for the ſame. 

There were ſeveral others excepted to, as not 
paying ſcot and lot; but it appeared, they lived 
within the minſter ; and they having voted for both, 
the examination of their right of voting was waved. 

Mr. Standiſh ſaid, Abbot had received ſacrament 
money, and had a penſion of ſix ſhillings yearly 
from the church ; and Pack had received ſacrament 
money : but both theſe lived within the minſter. 

The counſel then proceeded to charge Mr. Mon- 
tague's voters with indirect practices; and called Mr. 
Pemberton and others: and Mr. Pemberton ſaid, 
Bagley told him, if he would not lend him ten 
pounds, he could have it at another place. 

Mr. Little ſaid, that Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Lang- 
ton, who acted for Mr. Wortley Montague, did 
agree with Bagley to lend him ten pounds, in con- 
ſideration he ſhould vote for Mr. Wortley Monta- 
gue: And Mr. Edward Tinkerſon ſaid, that Bagley 
did tell him, that, for that reaſon, Charles Parker had 
lent him ten pounds, | 

Jeſſop and Wood teſtified, that Joſhua Oates told 
him; that Mr. Benningfield (being told by him he 
was for the petitioner) ſaid, he would have him give 
a ſingle vote for Mr. Wortley Montague ; and 
threatned him, if he did not, to ſue an article of 
twenty pounds againſt him, and throw him our of 
his work; and if he would vote for Mr. Wortley 
Montague, he would pay his debts : alſo that Mr. 
Benningfield gave him a chaldron of coals and one 
ſhilling ; and paid a reckoning of three ſhillings and 
ſix-pence. . 

Erſly ſaid, —Benningfield aſked his vote for Mr. 
Wortley Montague, and told him, if he would be 
for Mr. Wortley Montague, he ſhould have 100 1. 
ſpent and lent him at his houſe, in three months. 
He owned, Mr. Benningfield did not ſpeak to him 
for any other vote. 

Kirl ſaid, he was deſired by Mr. Parker to vote 
for Mr. Wortley Montague; and told him, he was 
engaged, and had rather give twenty ſhillings than 
be a turn coat : that Parker told him, if he would, 
he ſhould make ten or twelve pounds worth of baſ- 
kets; and, if he did not, he would turn him out of 
his houſe. 

Sherman ſaid, Mr. Parker deſired him to vote for 
Mr. Wortley Montague : and Shermantelling him he 
would not, Parker offered him an horſe to go out 
of town; and told him, if he expended twenty 
ſhillings or more, he ſhould have it. 

Carrier and Goodyer ſaid, Mr. Parker deſired 
their votes for Mr. Wortley Montague. 

Wood and Wilton ſaid, Lee told him (Wood) that 
Mr. Whynyard deſired his vote for Mr. Wortley 
Montague; and he ſaying, he could not, Lee ſaid, 
he had not wcr for him: then he deſired to conſider 
of it; and went again, and had fourteen ſhillings of 
Mr. Dillingham, and might have had ten pounds : 
Lee is a cobler. 

Turner and Butler ſaid, Dillingham came to his 
Turner's) houſe, and offered to help him to as 
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much money as would pay his rent and malt, which 
was about forty pounds, if he would vote for Mr. 
Wortley Montague. 

Banks ſaid, one Watts, in the morning of the 
election day, ſaid he would vote for Mr. St. John: 
and two days after, Watts told him, he was catched 
in Lord Williams's woods, and was threatened; and 
Mr. Parker had engaged to be his friend, if he 
would vote for Mr. Wortley Montague. 

Dickinſon ſaid, that Garland told him, after the 
election, he would have voted for Mr. St. John, 
but he was forced to do what he did. 

Pain faid, he had, about a fortnight before the 
election (at Aſhton's) wine and ale, without paying, 
for it; and Aſhton's houſe was taken up by Mr. 
Wortley Montague : and that he was there once 
before; and all thoſe he ſaw there were for Mr. 
Wortley Montague, but himſelf. 

Paris ſaid, he was in company on the election day 
with Mr. Wortley Montague's voters, from ſix to 
eleven o'clock, who drank, and he ſtaid till they 
were all gone, and that no drink was paid for ; 
and he ſaw ſeveral others drinking at the Goat. 

Aſh ſaid, that ſix or ſeven were treated at the 
Goat, the night before the election. 

Butler ſaid, he was at the Talbot on the election 
day, where there was beer and claret; and he ſaw 
no man offer to pay. 

For Mr. Wortley Montague, was called Whin— 
yard ; who ſaid, in October, Mr. Parker had en- 
gaged to lend Baggley ten pounds, and Baggley came 
to him to fill up a bond for it; and apprehending 
it might be an exception, if Mr. Parker had asked 
Baggley's vote, he appointed him to come again, 
and then asked Mr. Parker if he had deſired his 
vote : and Mr. Parker ſaid, he had not, and when 
Baggley came again, he faid fo alſo; ſo he filled up 
the bond about three months before the election: 
and that Mr. Parker was a gentleman of ſix or ſe- 
ven hundred pounds per annum, and a great monied 
man : that he thought Tusk an houſekeeper, he 
having a licence, and paying rent : that Tinkerſon 
has a ſhop : that Duce at the election owned, he 
paid money for his landlord Hake, and was there- 
upon allowed; and Mr. St. John, when he went 
away after the poll was declared, made no excep- 
tion : that what Dillingham did (the counſel ſaid) 
was without Mr. Wortley Montague's knowledge. 

As to expences, Mr. Whinyard ſaid, he had a 
letter from Mr. Wortley Montague, dated the 19th 
of December, in which Mr. Wortley Montague 
wrote ; if Mr. St. John's friends expended money, 
he would have them do fo till the 19th, but no 
longer: and Mr. St. John's friends did expend 
twenty ſhillings at each houſe : that on the election 
day, Mr. Wortley Montague hearing there were 
ſome people at the Talbot and other public houſes, 
he went and forbid them at the Talbot and Goat; 
and ſome of them were angry, ſaying, they hoped 
they might ſpend their own money. 

Mr. Langton ſaid, he had ſeveral letters from 
Mr. Wortley Montague before the teſte of the writ, 
wherein he deſired no money ſhould be expended; 
and particularly he went to Aſhton's, who told him, 
he did not deſire that Mr. Wortley Montague 
ſhould pay a farthing for what was expended 
there, 

Aſhton and Winchley ſaid, there was no money 
expended on the election day, nor after the writ was 
out, at their houſes ; but the perſons paid for them- 

ſelves. 
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Then the fitting member's counſel ſaid, they did 
not care to trouble the committee with any more 
witneſſes, thinking the cauſe to be very clear. 

The committee then came to this reſolution ; that 
Sidney Wortley, alias Montague, eſquire, is duly 
elected a citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this city: whereto, upon its being twice read, 
the houſe agrecd. 

December 3, 1710. A petition of the dean and 
prebendaries of the cathedral church of Peterbo- 
rough, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioners and 
their predeceſſors, ever ſince the foundation of the 
church, have always appointed a bailiff for this 
borough and city; who have executed all precepts 
for electing members to parliament, without any 
manner of diſpute : that the preſent high-ſheriff of 
Northampton, though acquainted with the petiti- 
oners right; and that Mr. Francis Cole was their 
bailiff, and directed his precept to the bailiff of 
Nesborough, who refuſed to deliver it to the peti- 
tioners bailiff ; and he has affixed it to an indenutre 
in behalf of Mr. Fitzwilliams and Mr. Parker, 
and returned it to the high-ſheriff, who received it; 
and refuſed to accept the indenture and return of 
the petitioners bailiff ; whereby the honourable Sid- 
ney Wortley, eſquire, and the ſaid Mr. Fitzwilliams, 
are duly returned as members to ſerve in this parlia- 
ment for this city: and praying &c. Allo, 

A petition of the honourable Sidney Wortley, 
alias Montague, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at 
the election for members to ſerve in this parliament 
for this city, the petitioner and John Fitzwilliams 
were duly elected, and as ſuch returned to the ſhe- 
riff of the county of Northampton (who refuſed to 
receive the ſame) by the bailiff, appointed by the 
dean and prebendaries of Peterborough, who always 
had the right to make ſuch return without any 
manner of diſpute ; but the ſaid ſheriff directed his 
precept to the bailiff of Nesborough, and cauſed 
the ſame to be delivered to one Robert Smith, who 
took upon him to return the ſaid Mr. Fitzwilliams 
and Charles Parker, eſquire, to the ſheriff, in viola- 
tion of the franchiſes of the church of Peterbo- 
rough, the right of election for the ſaid city, and 
prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections to examine 
the matter thereof, and report the ſame with their 
opinion therein, to the houle. 


PETERSFIELD. 


H Is borough is within the county of Hants 

or Southampton. Dr. Willis writes, it re- 
turned members to parliament in the 35th of Edw. 
the firſt : but Mr, Prynne has not noticed it ; and 
Dr. Willis writes, it never returned after, till Edw. 
the ſixth's reign. The memoirs in the journals are 
theſe. | 
Feb. 23, 1688. Colonel Birch reported from the 
committee of elections and privileges, to whom the 


matter of the double return and election for this 


borough was referred, the ſtate of the caſe. 

That the return was of Thomas Bilſon, eſquire, 
and Richard Norton, eſquire, in one certificate; and 
Thomas Bilſon, eſquire, and Robert Mitchell, eſquire, 
in the other certificate: that the counſel] on Mr. 
Mitchell's part attended : that it was proved, Mr. 
Mitchell had 48 voices, being the very ſame perſons 
whopolled for Mr. Bilſon; and colonel Norton had but 
36 votes: that colonel Norton being likewiſe return- 
ed for Portſmouth, and being detained by indiſpo- 


ſition, ſent his excuſe by a member, who acquaint- 
ed the committee, that he had nothing to object 
touching the double return: whereupon the com- 
mittee proceeded to examine witneſſes touching 
Robert Mitchell, eſquire, his election, and find him 
to be choſen by the ſame number and perſons. 
There was a petition under ſcven hands, pretended 
to be from the town; but none appearing, though 
this was the ſecond time of hearing, the committ=e 
laid it aſide; and reſolved, 

That Robert Mitchell, eſquire, is duty elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


| borough : whereto, upon its being twice read, the 


houſe agreed; and ordered the return to be a- 
mended. 

Jan. 17, 1726. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of Edmund Miller, ſerjeant at law, made a baron 
of the Exchequer in Scotland. 

Feb. 7. A petition of Edmund Miller, ſerjeant 
at law, was read; ſhzwing, that at the election of a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, the petitioner and Mr. Joſeph Taylor 
were candidates; and by many unjuſtifiable influ- 
ences and practices, Mr. Edward Gibbons, a late 
director of the South-Sea company, who unwarrant- 
ably claims to have the mayor of the ſaid borough 
choſen at the court-leet of his manor z and by ar- 
bitrary and partial proceedings of the mayor; and 
by ſplitting of votes, bribery, threats, and other 
illegal practices of Mr. Taylor and his agents, Mr. 
Taylor hath procured himſelf to be returned as a 
burgeſs for this borough, in prejudice ot the n-+i- 
tioner, who had the majority of legal votes; beſides 
which, Mr. Taylor was not qualified by eſtate to fit 
in parliament : and praying &c. 

Ordered it to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections to examine the matter thereof, 
and report the ſame with their opinion. 

Ordered, that the patent, conſtituting Edmund 
Miller, ſerjeant at law, one of the barons of his 
Majeſty's court of Exchequer, in that part of Great 
Britain, called Scotland, be laid before the houſe. 

16th. A petition of the ancient freeholders of 
this borough, was read; ſhewing, that at the late 
election of a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, Edmund Miller, of the ſaid borough, ſer- 
jeant at law, and Joſeph Taylor, of London, eſquire, 
were candidates; and the election came on the 27th. 
of January, 1726, and from thence was unuſually ' 
adjourned till the next day, when ſerjeant Miller 
was duly elected by a great majority, and ought to 
have been returned; but Mr. Taylor being ſupport- 
ed in a violent and illegal manner by Mr. Edward 
Gibbons, one of the late South-Sea directors, hav- 
ing by ſplit votes, falſe votes, bribes, and other 
illegal practices, by himſelf and agents, obtained a 
pretended majority, hath procured himſelf to be re- 
turned; the mayor, who is the returning officer. 
being elected at the ſaid Mr. Gibbons's court-leer. 
he being lord of the manor of the ſaid borough : 
beſides other proceedings, as well before as at the 
election, were altogether unjuſt, and in violation of 
the freedom of the rights of this borough : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the committ: 
to hear both petitions at the ſame time. 

May 4, 1727. Ordered, the report be received 0: 
Tucfday morning next. 

"W th, 


goth. 


The Borough of PETERSFIELD. 


gth. Mr. Gibbons reported the matter of the ſaid 
election. 

The petitioner's counſel alledged, that this is a 
borough by preſcription, and that the right of elec- 
tion is in ſuch only as have freeholds within the 
borough, in lands or in ancient dwelling-houſes or 
ſhambles, or dwelling-houſes built upon ancient 
foundations. 

The ſitting member's counſel alledged, that the 
right of election was in the freeholders in general, 
without any diſtinction of ancient houſes, or houſes 
built upon ancient foundations, 

The petitioner's counſel called. 

Mr. Robinſon, Thomas Brewer, and others : the 
firſt of which ſpoke for forty years, the next for 
fifty, and the other for nineteen years; and they 
ſaid, they always thought the election to be in the 
ancient freeholders of this borough, thoſe having 
freeholds in lands, or in ancient dwelling-houſes or 
ancient ſhambles, or houſes built upon ancient 
foundations. 

That quit-renters had no right of voting ; and 
Mr. Robinſon added, there are fifteen ſhambles in 
the market-place which have been anciently divided, 
and always voted for. 

The ſitting member's counſel called 

Eames and Patrick ſaid: one ſpoke to fifty-five, 
and the other for thirty years ; during which time, 
they ſaid, all freeholders voted without any diſtinc- 
tion of old or new freeholds voted: being croſs exa- 
mined, ſaid, they never knew quit-rents voted for. 

Smith and Stanford : the firſt ſpoke to thirty, the 
other to forty ; being examined, ſaid, that every one 
who had a freehold, whether great or ſmall, upon 
an ancient or modern foundation, had a right of 
voting; and that all freeholds were always taken 
without diſtinction: and 

Smyth ſaid, he never knew ſhambles refuſed, nor 
quit-rents voted for, 

The committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the freeholders 


of lands, or ancient dwelling-houſes or ſhambles, or 


dwelling-houſes or ſhambles built upon ancient 
foundations, within the ſaid borough. 

The poll was— For Mr. Taylor 158. 

For the petitioner 141. 

The petitioner objected to ſeventy-one of the 
ſitting member's votes, and produced the following 
evidence. 

Thomas Hughes ſaid, that fifteen, whom he 
named, voted for ſmall quit-rents : one was twenty 
ſhillings per ann. another, ten ſhillings; and the 
other, leſs: and another voted for the toll of the 
market. That Edward Gibbon, eſquire, lord of 
the manor, voted for his manor in general, and had 
only the waſte. 

Samuel Chandler and Hughes ſaid, John Gold- 
ring was wrote down wrong: that upon his coming 
into the hall the firſt day, he was aſked by the 
mayor, who he voted for ? and he anſwered, for the 
petitioner ; but being afterwards careſſed by ſome 
gentlemen, he ſaid, he would not vote then; and 
the next day voted for Mr. Taylor. 

Thomas Hughes named nine who voted for barns 
and ſtables ; he alſo ſaid, that four others voted for 
ſhops or houſes new built; and two others were 
objected on this head, but they were proved to be 
good votes. 

1 were objected to as ſplit votes ſince 
1098. 


And Hall and others ſaid, fifteen were ſplit votes, 
and named the tenements they were divided from: Six 
of them were for a tenement, late Betteſworth's, 
called the Widow's Row ; and nine for other divid- 
ed tenements. 

This objection, as to four others, was not proved; 
and the remaining four voted under conveyances, 
dated in September, October, November, and De- 
cember laſt. 

Eight were objected to as having no freeholds : 

Thomas Hughes ſaid, one of them, John Booker, 
voted for a ſhamble that Richard Serle died ſeized 
of, who left a ſon.— That Edward Collins and 
William Neynoe's were leaſchold; and Edward 
Neynoe voted under a conveyance, dated in Decem- 
ber laſt, for a new built houſe : John Holt was ob- 

jetted to on the ſame head; and it was proved, the 
tenement he voted for, was voted for by Michael 
Gale in 1721: but Holt's ticle did not appear. 

Thomas Cornelius voted under a conveyance in 
September laſt from the lord of the manor z and as 
to the other two, Matthias Gainsborough and John 
Clement, the objection was not proved. 

Seven were objected to as bribed voters : and it 
was laid, fix of them voted for Mr. Taylor, becauſe 
of friendſhip and ſervices done them by the lord of 
the manor, and his ſervants and others, ſome before, 
and others ſoon after, the election in 1721; and 
others about a year before this election: and that 
the other, Richard Randal, declared, he voted for 
Mr. Taylor, becauſe he was to be made tythingman ; 

and had money given him by Mr. Taylor or the 
lord of the mancr, to buy him a ſuit of cloaths. 

In anſwer to theſe objections, Mr. Taylor's coun- 
{el inſiſted, that quit-renters were good votes. 

William Stenford and Thomas Patrick ſaid, that 
two former lords of the manor voted tor the market- 
houſe without objection ; and Mr. Gibbon, preſent 
lord of the manor, was in poſſeſſion of it at the 
election. 

Ralph Robinſon and Oliver Acton ſaid, that 
Goldring did not vote the firſt day of the poll; but 
being aſked, declared he would not vote then. — 
That it was Hall, a butcher, and not he, anſwered 
for Miller; and Goldring voted the next day for 
Mr. Taylor, and was wrote down without any oppo— 
ſition. 

As to the nine objected to for voting for barns 
and ſtables, 

Stenford ſaid, one of them, Baddeley's, was a 
houſe forty years ago, and was then voted for; 
and William Kime's had alſo been voted for. 

As to the other ſeven, evidence was given, that 
Callout and Rotſhouck voted under conveyances 
from the lord of the manor, dated in September 
laſt. 

The other five appeared to be ſtables, ſeparated 
from any houſe ; but the witneſs ſaid, he never 
knew them voted for, 

As to the four ſaid to be new built, 

Stamford and others ſaid, they were built upon 
ancient foundations ; but they never knew them 
voted for. 

On the head of ſplit votes, 

Stanford ſaid, that the houſes, called the Widow's 
Row, are ſix diſtin& houſes, built twenty-rwo years 
ago by Betteſworth, upon the old foundation of ſix 
ancient houſes, and always have been ſix ſeparate 

dwellings.—That the other nine were ſeparate 


things ; but the witneſſes owned they never knew 


them voted for before, 
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As to Booker, the conveyance was produced 
from the executors of Serle, who had power to ſell. 

Stanford and others gave evidence, that Collins 
and Neynoe were old voters. 

Mr. Taylor objected to one hundred and eleven 
of the petitioner's voters: ninety-four as ſplit votes 
made for this election: and 

Mr. Haman, who took notice of the deed, pro- 
duced at the election, ſaid, that three voted under 
conveyances from Mary Palmer, widow ; one for her 
houſe, and two for parts of her garden, all in her 
poſſeſſion. 

That ſeveral voted for undivided thirds of three 
houſes, called the Pryors, belonging to Mr. Palmer's 
three daughters by a-former husband, Alwyn Pryor. 

That fix voted under conveyances from the 
widow Goldring, of parts of one farm, all in the 
occupation of Edward Smith. 

Six under conveyances from the widows Hall, 
Heather, and Clerk, each two. 

Four under John Maſters, for undivided thirds of 
four houſes. 

Three under John Blaze, ſenior, out of one houſe 
and garden ; four out of a tenement, called Cow- 
leggs, under John Woolgar, ſenior. 

Five under conveyances of premiſſes, now or 
formerly belonging to the White-Hart-Inn ; three 
under conveyances from Thomas Collier. 

Eleven were objected as ſplit votes (to wit) 
Mansbridge, and ten others. 

Which objection, as to ſome, was not proved; 
and the reſt were ſeparate tenements, and had been 
voted for, 

Two, others were objected to, but not proved. 

It was alſo objected, and it appeared, that thirty 
ſeven of the aforeſaid perſons, and alſo forty others, 
voted under deeds, dated as follow : two in Sep- 
tember, one in October, one in November, eight 


A conveyance of a meadow to Edward Brummell, 
was produced from the petitioner in 1721; and ten 
deeds were produced at the committee for ten of the 
ſixteen, who did not produce them at the election; 
and four others were proved to have voted formerly. — 

One was but juſt come to age; and as to the other, 
the objection was not proved: and as to the others, 
the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, they were not diſ- 
qualified by the evidence given; and that all con- 
veyance of freehold, at any time before the election, 
gave good votes. 

The committee reſolved, 

2. That Joſeph Taylor, efquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

The firſt reſolution, as to the right of election, 
was read twice; and agreed unto by the houſe. 

The ſecond reſolution was read twice; and diſa- 
greed to by the houſe. | 

A motion was made, and the queſtion propoſed, 
that Edmund Miller, ſerjeant at law, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

The nineteenth article of the a& for an union of the 
two kingdoms England and Scotland, and the act 6" 
Anne, for ſettling and eſtabliſhing a court of exche- 
quer in the North part of Great Britain, called 
Scotland, were read ; and a debate ariſing in the 
houſe thereupon, 

It was moved to adjourn the debate; but diſa- 
greed to. 

Reſolved, that Edmund Miller, ſerjeant at law, 
is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough. 

And the return was ordered to be amended. 


PL ITMOUT I 


al K in December, and fixty-five in January laſt. a | HIS borough is ſituate within the county of wWille : 


ll FR Haman ſaid, that Edward Brummel, a poor Devon. It was formerly called Sutton; and 3 

Wt taylor, voted for a meadow in the petitioner's poſ= returned burgeſſes to parliament from the 26th of cara : 

* | ſeſſion, on which the petitioner built a barn in the Edward the firſt; then intermitted to the 4th of Brev. wo 
laſt ſummer. Edward the end according to Mr. Prynne. (Dr. 1084. 
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Sixteen were excepted to as having no freeholds. 

Haman ſaid, Mr. Taylor aſked them at the elec- 
tion for their deeds, but they produced none. 

Stanford and others proved, the petitioner came 
to this borough about the latter end of September ; ; 
and it was then reported, he was made a baron in 
Scotland : that Mr. Taylor was then in the bo- 
rough ; and bath appeared as candidates, and aſked 
Votes, 

To diſcredit Randall— Hall ſaid, Randall had a 
very bad character, and was not to be credited. 

In reply, the petitioner's counſel produced ſeveral 
deeds, whereby it appeared, Mary Palmer's houfe 
and two gardens were actually diftin& poſſeſſions. 

Henry Hall aid, Pryors was always four diſtinct 
tenements ; and that the ſix voted for under Hall, 
Heather, and Clerk, were diftin& tenements ; and 
fo were thoſe under Mafters and Blaze; and thoſe 
under Woolgar had been feparately voted for. 

As to thoſe who voted for the White-Hart-Inn, 
it appeared, the premifſes they voted for, had been 
purchaſed at different times, and conveyed by ſepa- 
rate conveyances ; and the three conveyed by Collier, 
were proved to be diftin& tenements; but Collier 
ſaid, he bought them by one deed, and ſold them 
to the petitioner : and in the years 1721, and 1722, 
he conveyed them to three different perſons by three 
different deeds, to make three votes, as he fup- 
poſed, | 


Willis writes, and gives the names of a return in the 
33d of Edward the firſt.) After this, it returned 
in the 7th of Edward the ſecond, and to a council 
in the 14th of Edward the third ; and then inter- 
mitted till the 2oth of Henry the ſixth, in whoſe 
18th year it was incorporated. Of its ancient right 
of election I meet with no circumſtances, but thoſe 
which appear in the reports in the journals, which 
my reader will find in the reports following. 

April 27, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this borongh. — That Mr. ferjeant 
Maynard, and Mr. Edmund Vowell, be returned by 
the mayor, William Morris and Samuel Trelawney, 
eſquires, by the freemen ; and the opinion of the 
committee, that ſerjeant Maynard and Edmund 
Vowell ought to ſit, until the merits of the cauſe, 
touching the faid double return, be heard : whereto, 
the houſe agreed. 

June 9. Mr. Turner reported from the committee 
for privileges and elections, the ſaid matter. — That, 
upon the examination of the fact, the queſtion ap- 
peared to be, whether the mayor, the twelve alder- 
men, and twenty-four burgeſſes, or the mayor and 
commonalty at large, had right of election; and 
that upon the evidence then produced, the committee 
were of opinion, and reſolved, that the mayor and 
commonalty have right of election; and that Mr. 
ſecretary Morris, and Samuel Trelawney, eſquire, 
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being elefted by the mayor and commonalty, are 
duly elected, and ought to fit : whereto, the houſe 
d l 


October 28, 1689. A petition of Martin Ryder, 
eſquire, was mad 1 ſhewing, that the petitioner be- 
ing duly elected for this borough, in the room of 
Arthur, Earl of Torrington, by the majority of 
electors polled, and allowed by William Symonds, 
eſquire, the mayor of the ſaid borough ; yet, the 
ſaid mayor hath returned the honourable John Gran- 
ville, eſquire, in prejudice of the pecitioner : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that the petition be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, to examine the 
matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

December 31. Mr. Grey reports from the com- 
mittee the matter upon the ſaid petition. — That 
upon the ſaid petition, the counſel for the petitioner 
inſiſted, that this was a borough by preſcription, 
and incorporated by Henry the ſixth ; and the right 
of election is in the freeholders and freemen of the 
ſaid borough ; and alledged, that the petitioner had 
the majority upon the poll of both theſe. 

The counſel for the ſitting member inſiſted, that 
it being a borough by preſcription, the right of 
election could not be in the corporation or freemen, 
though of late they had interpoſed in elections; and 
that it was in the freeholders only, whereof they in- 
ſiſted the ſitting member had the majority. 

That for the petitioner, was produced the reſolu- 
tion of this houſe, gth of June, 1660, © That the 
right of election of burgeſſes for this borough, 
© was in the mayor and commonalty :” and alſo 
the following indentures of return—1. Fac. — Major 
et communitas ex eorum communi aſſenſu et general 
conſenſu elegerunt — Indentur* ſub ſigillo majori et com- 
munitatis. 26. Eliz.— Major et communitas nominave- 
runt et affignaverunt burgenſes — indentura ſub communi 
figillo majoris et communitatis. 

2. Pb. & M.— Mayor, burgeſſes, and commonalty 
of Plymouth, elected —Indenture under the common 
ſeal of mayor, burgeſſes, and commonalty. 

I. & 15. Car. Major et communitas eliger.— Inden- 
tura ſub communi figillo majoris et communitatis. 

Cotton ſaid, the election of burgeſſes had formerly 
been by the mayor, magiſtrates, and common coun- 
ſel; and no freeholder was admitted ; but ſome 


vic orig. * freeholders have been admitted. 


For the ſitting member, the counſel agreed, that 
the freemen had interpoſed forty or fifty years, but 
without any right : and called Eaſtlake ; who ſaid, 
he took the pol] on behalf of the petitioner ; and 
when he numbered them, he found 85 for Mr. 
Granville, and 89 for the petitioner. 

Cotton ſaid, Mr. Rider had 55 freeholders ; and 
Mr. Granville 54. 

For the fitting member, were called, John Miller, 
and Andrew Philips; who ſaid, the poll, delivered 
in by the ſitting member, was taken by order of 
the mayor; and that Mr. Granville had 61 free- 
holders, and Mr. Rider 53 : upon which the com- 
mittee reſolved, 

That John Granville, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : whereto, upon its being twice read, the 
houſe agreed. 

Nov. 15, 1709, Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs, in the room of Sir 
George Byng, made a commiſſioner of the admi- 
ralty. 

Dec. 9, 1720, Ordered, a warrant for a new writ 

Parr II, 2 


for electing a burgeſs in the room of Sir George 
Byng made treaſurer of the navy. 

April 18, 1724. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs in the room of Pattee 
Byng, eſquire, made treaſurer of the navy. 


PLYMPTON. 
8 HIS borough ſituate in the weſtern part of 


the county of Devon, had its privileges con- 
firmed by King Edward I. (ſee Appendix) and Dr. 
Willis writes, ſent burgeſſes to parliament in the 23d 
of Edward I. Mr. Prynne dates the firſt ſummons he 
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has met with in the 26th of Edw. I. though it is Ed. 1. 
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in the 23d, that being the firit time cities or bo- Nairia, 


roughs were ſummoned , and he has made a liſt of vol. 11. 


the repreſentatives from that time. I meet with no 
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memoirs of its right of election before the reforma- red. 195. 


tion: thoſe, which the journals afford ſince that 
time, are theſe, which follow. 

April 20, 1640. Motion made, concerning Sir 
Thomas Hele and Sir Nicholas Slaning, choſen 
for burgeſſes of the borough of Plympton Erle in 
the county of Devon, choſen by the major part of 
the electors; and Sir Richard Strode, not ſo cho- 
ſen, returned himſelf. Upon this, and the deſire, 
—— Whether the third indenture of Sir Richard 
Strode were delivered to the clerk of the crown 
by the ſheriff or his deputy, or by Sir Richard Strode 
himſelf ;, the reſolution of the houſe was, that this 
was properly to be examined by the commirtce for 
privileges. 

October 27th, 1666. Sir Job Charleton reports 
from the committee of cleftions, that the commit- 
tee had examined the matter, touching the elec- 
tion for this town, between Sir I'dmund Forteſ- 
cue and Sir Nicholas Slaning : 
two indentures returned under the common feal 
of the town of Plympton; by one of which 
Sir Edmund Forteſcue is returned; and, by the 
other, Sir Nicholas Slaning ; but that the pretend- 
ed indenture, by which Sir Nicholas Slaning is 
returned, doth contain in it an abſurd and unuſual 
clauſe, to this effect, vi. That Sir Nicholas Sla- 
* ning is returned to ſerve ; ſo as the parliament and 
committee of privileges ſhall approve of it:“ and 
beſides the original indenture is not returned, but 
only a pretended counter- part; ſo that the committee 
are of opinion, that the return was not double; and 
that Sir Edmund Forteſcue ought to fit, till the 
merits of the cauſe be heard and determined : whereto 
the houſe agreed. 

Reſolved, that John Kelend, high-ſheriff of the 
county of Devon, be ſent for in the cuſtody of the 
ſerjeant at arms, or his deputy ; for his miſdemeanor 
and abuſe, in making the return for this borough. 

Reſolved, that Mr, Edward Hayman, under-ſhe- 
riff of the county of Devon, be ſent for in the cuſ- 
tody of the ſerjeant at arms, or his deputy, for his 
miſdemeanor and abuſe, in making the return for 
this borough. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Nicholas Horſeman, mayor 
of this borough, be ſent for in the cuſtody of the ſer- 
jeant at arms, or his deputy ; for his miſdemeanor 
and abuſe, in making the return for this borough. 

November 29th. Serjeant Charleton reported, ſrom 
the ſaid committee, touching the election for this town, 
between Sir Edmund Forteſcue and Sir Nicholas Sla- 
ning, that the petition on the behalf of Sir Nicho- 
las Slaning was withdrawn : and that the com- 
mittee were of opinion to diſmiſs the cauſe, as to 
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the pretence of Sir Nicholas Slaning : and that Sir 
Edmund Forteſcue is duly elected: whereto the houſe 
d. 

Ordered, that John Kelend, eſquire, high- 
ſheriff of the county of Devon, be diſcharged from 
the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, paying his 
fees. 

Ordered, that Edward Hayman, under-ſheriff of 
the county of Devon, be diſcharged from the cuſ- 
tody of the ſerjeant at arms, paying his fees. 

Ordered, that Nicholas Horſeman, mayor of this 
borough, be diſcharged from the cuſtody of the 


ſerjeant at arms, paying his fees. 


March 19th, 1676. A petition of Richard Strode, 
eſquire, was read; complaining of an undue return 


of George Treby, eſquire, to ſerve for this bo- 


rough, in wrong of the petitioner, who was duly 
elected by a majority of thoſe voices who had a le- 
gal right of election. 

Reſolved, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

May 23d, 1678. A petition of Richard Strode, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue return of George 
Treby, eſquire, to ſerve for this borough, in injury 
of the petitioner, who was duly elected, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

June 3, 1685. A petition of Sir George Treby, 
touching the election for this borough, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and report 
the ſame, with their opinion. 

January 28th, 1688. A petition of Richard 
Strode, efquire, complaining of an undue election 
and return of burgeſſes to ſerve in this convention for 


this town, in prejudice of the petitioner, was read. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 24, 1689. A petition of the mayor, bailiff, 
&c. of this borough, was read ; ſhewing, that not- 
withſtanding one of the petitioners, the mayor of this 
borough, was duly choſen, ſworn, and admitted into 
the ſaid office; but that no precept was (as it ought to 
be) delivered to him, but ſurreptiriouſly gotten by 
Mr. Strode, and delivered by him to one Avent, 
who was no ways intereſted or concerned in the ſaid 
borough : and yet, on the 11th of March laſt he 
came into the borough, and there publiſhed the 
ſaid Mr. Strode and George Parker, burgeſſes for 
the ſaid borough, without the conſent of the pe- 
titioners, who are free burgeſſes thereof; and hath 
prevailed with the ſheriff to make his return accord- 
ing— : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar on this day three 
weeks. 

April 14, 1690. The houſe proceeded to the 
hearing the matter on the ſaid petition; and the pe- 
titioners and parties, and counſel on both ſides, 
were called in, and the petition read: and after ex- 
amination of divers witneſſes, and hearing a charter 
of incorporation granted by Queen Elizabeth to 
the ſaid borough, and a ſurrender to King Charles 
IT, dated the 12th of July 1684, and inrolled in 


the court of Chancery on the 17th of March 1684, 


from the ſaid corporation, of all liberties, franchiſes, 

privileges, charters, letters patents of i incorporation 

and juriſdictions whatſoever, at any time or times 

heretofore granted to and held or enjoyed by the 

ſaid mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, and inhabitants, or 
2 


their or any of their predeceſſors, by any ways or 
means, or by what name or names ſoever; and a 
new charter dated the 21ſt of March 1684, grant- 
ed by the late King James to the ſaid borough; 
and an order of the privy council, dated the 7th of 
December 1688, read: and, after hearing counſel 
for both parties, the petitioners, parties, and counſel, 
withdrew. 

Reſolved (upon the queſtion) that Richard Strode, 
eſquire, and George Parker, eſquire, are not duly 
elected burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid election is void; and a 
warrant was ordered for a new writ for electing 
two other burgeſſes for this borough. 

Reſolved, that the charter, granted by the Itea 
King James to this borough, is illegal, and deſtruc- 
tive to the conſtitution of the government. 

Reſolved, that the houſe will, on Thurſday morn- 
ing hext, take into conſideration the adviſers and 
proſecutors of the ſaid charter of this borough, and 
ſuch as paſſed the ſame; and the ſurrenderers of the 
old charter. 

Ordered, that John Avent, the pretended mayor 
of this borough, be ſent for in cuſtody of the ſer- 
jeant at arms attending this houſe, for his miſdemea- 
nor in the election of burgeſſes for this borough. 

May zd. A petition of the freeholders, inha- 
bitants, and burgeſſes of the ancient town and 
bailiwick of Plympton, was read ; ſhewing, that, 
by a grant in the reign of King Henry III. the 
bailiffs, freeholders, and inhabitants, had power to 
elect and return two burgeſſes to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, which countinued till Queen Elizabeth's 
time; when by ſome undue means a charter was pro- 
cured to make the ſaid town become a mayor-town ; 
who, by making foreigners freemen thereof, have 
uſurped the power of elections and right of returns 
from the petitioners, thereby debarring them from 
voting for Richard Strode and Peter Forteſcue, eſ- 
quires ; and having ſurrendered the ſaid charter to 
the late King James, have procured a new one; 
whereby a greater power is pretended, in depriving 
the petitioners of their right : and praying &c. 
Allo 

A petition of the ſaid Richard Strode and Peter 
Forteſcue, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that the late 
election for this town being declared void by the 
houſe, and a new election ordered, the petition- 
ers were duly elected thereat by che majority of 
the ancient and legal votes of the ſaid borough; but 
that John Tozer, the pretended mayor (though he 
lives three miles diſtant from the borough) com- 
mitted divers illegal and arbitrary acts, in hindrance 
of the petitioners election, and hath ſince very 
wrongfully returned Sir George Treby, their majeſ- 
ties attorney general, and John Polexfen, eſquire, 
as duly elected, in manifeſt injury to the petitioners, 
and the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 

October 14. Two petitions, in ſubſtance the ſame 
with the former, were again read: and ordered to 
be referred in like manner. 

October 27th, 1691. A petition of Mr. Strode 
was read, the ſame in ſubſtance with his former pe- 
tition: and referred in like manner. 

December 5th. Ordered, that Mr. Strode have 
leave to withdraw his petition. 

November 4, 1692. A warrant for a new writ to 
ele a burgeſs, for this borough, in the room of 
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Sir George Treby, made chief juſtice of the Common 
Pleas. 

February 14, 1700. A petition of Richard Hele 
and George Parker, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that the petitioners, with Courtney Crocker and 
Martin Ryder, eſquires, were candidates for bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, 
when Mr. Aldwyn the preſent mayor, and Mr. 
Forteſcue the late mayor, and other agents for Mr. 
Crocker and Mr. Ryder, treated ſeveral of the elec- 
tors at public-houſes, and diſtributed ſeveral ſums of 
money for their votes, who accordingly did vote for 
Mr. Crocker and Mr. Ryder: and the ſaid preſent 
mayor rejected ſeveral good electors, who offered to 
vote for the petitioners ; and uſed many other indi- 
rect practices; whereby Mr. Crocker and Mr. Ry- 
der procured themſelves to be returned, in wrong to 
the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 


port the ſame, with their opinion. 


October 24th, 1702. A petition of Richard 
Hele, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that, at the elec- 
tion of burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough, the petitioner, John Williams, Richard 
Edgecombe, and Thomas Jervoiſe, eſquires, were 
candidates; and the petitioner and Mr. Williams 
were duly elected, and ought to have been return - 
ed; but Mr. Edgecombe and Mr. Jervoiſe uſed ma- 
ny corrupt practices, whereby they procured not on- 
ly many legal voices, but alſo many illegal voices 
who were ſuffered by the mayor, to poll ; and ma- 
ny the rightful voters were by the ſaid mayor re- 
fuſed to be polled for the petitioner and Mr. Wil- 
liams; and many indirect practices were uſed by the 
mayor and aldermen of the ſaid borough, who have 
wrongfully returned Mr. Edgecombe and Mr. * 
voiſe: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of John Williams, eſquire, was read; 
ſnewing, that, at the election of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
this parliament for this borough, the petitioner, and 
Richard Hele, eſquire, had a majority of legal 
votes, and ought to have been returned; but Ri- 
chard Edgecombe and Thomas Jervoiſe, eſquires, 
by ſeveral corrupt and illegal practices, procured a 
great many legal and illegal voters, who were ſuf- 
fered by the mayor to poll for them ; and the mayor 
refuſed ſeveral qualified perſons to vote for the pe- 
titioner and Mr. Hele; and made ſeveral perſons 


free, who had no right to their freedoms, and refuſ- 


ed to make others free who had a right to the ſame: 
and the mayor and aldermen of the ſaid borough 
did uſe ſeveral other indirect means, in violation of 
the ancient rights and privileges of the ſaid bo- 
rough, and have returned the ſaid Mr. Edgecombe 
and Mr. Jervoiſe : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the commitree of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 

November 6th. A petition of Richard Strode, 
eſquire, on behalf of himſelf, and other free- 
holders, and inhabitants of the ſaid borough, 
was read ſhewing, that the petitioner was a can- 
didate at the late election of members to ſerve in 


this parliament ior this borough, and was duly 


choſen by ſuch as had a right to elect; but by the 
contrivance of the other candidates, and John To- 
zer, the pretended mayor, and others, the ſaid mayor 
hath returned Richard Edgecombe and Thomas 


Jervoiſe, eſquires, who were not duly elected, in 
ſubverſion of the rights of the ſaid borough, and 
prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, the ſaid petition be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, to examine the 
matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

January 26th. Ordered to be reported on Thurſ- 
day. 

Jan. 28th. Mr. Bromley reported, according to or- 
der, the matter, as it appeared, upon the ſaid petitions, 
as follows. On the poll there were, for Mr. Edge- 
combe 32; for Mr. Jervoiſe 46; for Mr. FHele 41 ; 
for Mr. Williams 27 ; for Mr. Strode 5: That it was 
agreed, the right of electing burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, was in the freemen of 
the borough: and the petitioners counſel inſiſted, that 
none but the ſons of freemen, when they attained 
their age of eighteen years, by the conſtitution and 
cuſtom of the borough, ought to be made free : the 
counſel for the fitting members affirmed, that no 
perſon whatſoever had any right to be made free, but 
that the corporation might make free, whom they 
pleaſed. 

Whitchalls and Sparke, two very-old men, ſaid, 
that they never remembered any, till of late, made 
free, beſides the ſons of freemen. 

Waltham ſaid, that only the ſons of freemen 
were made free; but that he, and ſeveral other fo- 
reigners, were made free, about twenty fix years 
ſince, to ſerve Mr. Treby, and had voted at all 
elections, but the firſt, when they did not, be- 
cauſe they were made free after the teſte of the 
writ. 

That, in 1700, the aldermen agreed to make 
each one freeman: that they had yearly two Courts 
in this borough, one of which is called the ful ãlling 
court; and the rown-clerk then gives it in charge 
to the jury to preſent the names of all the ſons of 
freemen above eighteen years of age; who are ſum- 
moned to come in, and take their 8 

Mrs. Spark ſaid, ſhe had known this borough 
above forty years, and her -husband had been may- 
or three or four times; and that it was uſual for 
freemens ſons, at eighteen years of age, to come to 
the fulfilling court, and take uptheir freedom ; other- 
wiſe the bailiff warns them ſo to do: that ſhe has 
two ſons made free, and others of her ſons had been 
denied about two years ſince ; becauſe (as Mr. Tre- 
by, the town-clerk, rold her) they would not vote, 
as the magiſtrates would have them. 

For the ſitting members were called, Biſhop, 
Dennis, and Davy; who ſaid, they looked upon no 
perſons entitled to be made free, but ſuch as the 
mayor and magiſtrates thought fit ; and that they had 
known ſeveral gentlemen, viz. Sir Francis Drake, 
Mr. Hilſdon, Mr. Copſall, &c. made free, and 
vote for members of parliament : Mr. Davy own- 
ed, that the jury at the fulfilling court, preſent- 
ed the ſons of freemen; but that it was at the 
pleaſure of the mayor, and the major part of the al- 
dermen, whether they would make them free, or nor. 

In reply to this, a by-law, in an ancient book of 
the corporation, was read ; whereby it was declared, 
that if any free burgeſs born ſhould be preſented in 
the borough court to be ſworn, and, being warned to 
come to be ſworn, ſhall not come to court to be 
ſworn, and claim his freedom, within three months, 
he ſhall loſe the poſſibility of his freedom, and nor 

afterwards to be admitted thereto, but as a ſtranger. 


Thereupon the committee reſolved, that the right 


of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament, tor 


this borough, is in the mayor, bailiff, and freemen, 


of 


gl 
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of the ſaid borough, and in the ſons of freemen, 
who have a right to demand their freedom, and 
have been refuſed the ſame. 

Then the petitioners counſel ſaid, that they 


would add to their poll, and take off from the ſit- 


ting members, ſo many, as ſhould give them the 
majority: and called John Waltham, Nicholas 
=o John Witchalls, and John Veale; who ſaid, 

that John Woolcomhe, eſquire, John Lux, Ed- 
ward Sparke, Henry Sparke, William Witchalls, 
William Whiniate, John Watts, John Sparke, 
Richard Churchſtile, John Veale, were ſons of 
freemen, had demanded their freedom, moſt of 
them ſeveral times, ſome of them at the fulfilling 
court, ſome at the ſame time, when ſeveral ſtran- 
gers from Exon were made free, OO 
only at the time of election. 

Brooking and Waltham ſaid, that Tuuon and 
Blake were ſworn freemen, and offered to vote at the 
laſt election for the petitioners, but were refuſed. 

They then proceeded to take off, from the ſitting 
members poll, ſeventeen, who lived at Exon, who 
were not the ſons of freemen, and were made free 
after the death of the late King; viz. Jeremy King, 


Staplehill Heath, Thomas Jeffries, Richard White, 


Thomas Turner, John Dodge, Benjamin Hawkins, 
Francis Lydſton, Hugh Palmer, Edward Evans, 
John Poole, Thomas Jope, Joſeph Cheeke, Wal- 
ter Langsford, Robert Triſtram, Robert Tapſon, 


William Hull, 


Then they called witneſſes to the partiality of 
the mayor and aldermen, and their deſign in mak- 

Sparke ſaid, he heard ſome of the aldermen ſay, 
that they would make none free, but thoſe who were 
againſt Mr. Hele. 

Pearce faid, alderman Martin, about ſix weeks 
before the election, offered him his freedom, to vote 
againſt Mr. Hele. 

Perryman faid, that he aſked Mr. Treby, why 
he made ſo many ſtrangers burgeiſes; and he told 
him, they would make more, if they were not 


Agnes Huntſman ſaid, there dined about twenty 
freemen at Mr. Aldwyn's about a fortnight before 
the election, and ſhe ſaw her miſtreſs change two 
guineas for Mr, Edgecombe and Mr. Jervoiſe after 
dinner; and ſhe ſaw Mr. Edgecombe put five ſhillings 
into one Lang's hand, and another crown into the 
hands of another man that dined there; and when 
the reckoning was collected, they all paid five ſhil- 
lings each, whereas ſome of them were not worth 
five ſhillings ; and Mr. Crocker then ſaid, what we 


have done now, they cannot call bribery.” She alſo * 


ſaid, ſhe ſaw Mr. Jervoiſe put five ſhillings into Croſſ- 
man's hand, another who dined there, and ſaid, he 
hoped he would vote for them. 
 Freefy ſaid, alderman Treby asked him for his 
vote for Mr. Jervoiſe and Mr. Edgecombe, and 
faid, he would give him ten ſhillings ; that he ac- 
cepted the money, and was to anſwer in three days. 
He faid, afterwards Mrs. Aldwin offered him a 
guinea for the ſame; and Mr. Aldwin, coming in, 
faid, he would make good, what his wife had pro- 
To anſwer this, was called Diana Bunſole, who 
faid, Freeſy was her father-in-law, and Mr. Treby 
owed him twenty-ſhillings, and ſhe heard him ſay, 
he had received ten ſhillings of him : and he told 
her, he had promiſed to vote for Mr. Hele, if Mr. 
Roche would pay for him a debt of 18 l. he owed to 
one Lee ; and that he had a place in the Prize- of- 


fice, which Mr. Hele. and Mr. Roche got for 
Mary Freeſy ſaid, that about a week before the 
election, Mrs. Aldwin promiſed. her 5 1. and a year's 
rent of her houſe, i he would prefecde her nctiend 
to vote for the ſitting members. 

They then excepted to cight others who lived 
ſome diftance from the town, and had been made 
free within two or three years; viz. Philip Avant, 
Hugh Price, Thomas Edwards, John Dunning, 
Mr. Walter Wroth, James Leer, Mr. Philip Croc- 
ker, Richard Balhatchetts. 

In anſwer, the counſel for. Mr. Edgecombe and 
Mr. Jervoiſe alledged, that neither the 17, or the 
8,-were made free on their account ; and charged 
the petitioners with treating, and other indirect prac- 
tices : and called . 

Mr. Andrew Davy; who ſaid, they had formerly 
a yarn market in Plympton; and they hoped, the 
making the Exon men free ' would be of- uſe to 
them to recover their trade : but, being asked, who 
were the principal traders,” he only named Mr. Jet- 
feries. He faid, of the Exeter men, Mr. Wood 
voted for the petitioners, and Mr. Carheel and Mr. 


Evans voted for Mr. Hele; and that they were not 


objected to. 

Mr. Polexfen ſaid, that, about the 1oth of April, 
the town offered to chuſe his ſon; and that, going 
through the town, ſome of the aldermen told him, 
they had agreed to chuſe Mr. Edgecombe and Mr. 
Jervoiſe, becauſe Mr. Hele would not be ſatisfied, 
unleſs he brought another befides himſelf. 

Watts ſaid, he voted for Mr., Hele, upon being 
promiſed to have a debt of thirty ſhillings diſcharg- 
ed for him by Mr. Hele, owing to Mr. Waltham ; 
but that ſince Chriſtmas, Waltham had demanded the 
money. He ſaid, Mr. Hele promiſed this, when 
Mrs. Waltham and Mrs. Sparks were there; but 
whiſpered him; and Mr. Hele ſaid, he ordered 


them what drink they would ; and there were ſeveral 


drinking with him : and that Mr. Roche told Free- 
ſy, if he would vote for Mr. Hele, he would take 
care of him and his family : and Freefy afterwards 
told him, he was helped to his place in the 
Prize- office; and, he believed, others of Mr. 
Hele's friends might have the like. 

Watts was confronted by Mrs. 2 and 
Mrs. Sparks: the former of whom ſaid, ſhe was 
preſent moſt of the time, and heard Mr. Hele 
ask Watt's vote; but heard no promiſe of paying 
any money to Waltham; pats yd pry egos 
of the money he borrowed ; and he ſaid, he 
ready to pay it, if ſhe had his note; nd at. Pr 
was a talk of Watts having Mr. Hele's 
Mrs. Sparks ſaid, ſhe heard nothing of paying the 
money to Waltham ; but Watts ſaid, he was poor 
and asked money of Mr. Hele; and there was ſome 
talk of his having Mr. Hele's horſe ; which Watts 
ſaid, he did not -remember. 

Biſhop ſaid, Mr. Hele ſent fer biz; che Joy of - 
ter the election, to Waltham's, and asked him, if 
he ſaw Mr, Edgecombe's man give Brooking a gui- 
nea; which, he faid, he knew of: and 
Mr. Hele offered him 7 or 8 guineas to ſay fo; 


111 


but he anſwered, he would not for 1000: and that 


he has been preſſed, and treated, by others ſince, 
to do the ſame. 


Upon the whole matter, the committee reſolved, 
that Richard eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this ho- 


„ eſqure is not duly cleft 
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es 19 ferve in this parliament for this bo- 


rough. 

That Richard Hele, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgels to ſerve in this parliament for this borough. 

T he four ſeveral reſolutions being twice read, were 
agreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that the proceedings of the mayor and 

of this borough, in making freemen, 

after the death of his late majeſty, to vote at the 
laſt election, was illegal, and contrary to the rights 


of the faid corporation; and that thoſe freemen, 


then pretended to be made, have not thereby ob- 
tained any right to vote at any future election: and 
ordered the return to be amended. 
Nov. 14, 1705. A petition of Richard Strode, 
eſquire, on behalf of himſelf and other freeholders, 
inhabiting within this borough, was read ; ſhewing, 
that the right of electing members to ſerve in par- 
lament for this borough, was anciently in the bailiff 
and freeholders, inhabiting within the faid borough ; 
but. under colour of a late charter, the mayor and 
corporation have endeavoured to alter the ſaid 
ancient method, and exclude the rightful electors, 
by introducing ſtrangers : that at the laſt election, 
the petittoner was duly choſen; but by the con- 
trivance. of the mayor and others, Sir John Cope, 
and Richard Edgecombe, eſquire, are returned as 
duly choſen, in fubverſion of the rights of the ſaid 
borough, and in prejudice of the petitioner : and 
praying &c. 
ee 


June 25, 1716. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for clefting a a burgefs to ſerve for this borough, 


Dec. 22, 1718. Ordered, a. warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough, 
in the room of George Treby, eſquire, made ſecre- 
tary at war. 

June 10, 2720. Ordered, a warrant for' a new 
wn for clecting a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough, 
in the room of Richard Edgecombe, eſquire, made 
2 commiſfſioner of the treaſury. 

April 9, 1724. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for clefting a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough, 
in the room of George Treby, eſquire, made a teller 
of the exchequer. 

Eodem die. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for 


PONTEFRACT. 


HIS borough is in the county of York : wit 
Dr. Willis writes, it returned burgeſſes to 


4570 parliament in the 23d and 26th of Edward the 
n but Mr. Prynne takes notice only of the 26th; 


after which it intermitted until the year 1621; when 
it was reſtored: of which, and the ſubſequent me- 
moirs, I find in the journals. 

March 26, 1621. Sir Edwyn Sandys moveth for 
Pomfret (for ſending burgeſſes) which, in Edward 
the firft's time, and after, ſent : after, de- 
cayed by wars. — That the king granted them a 
charter, 4. Jac. with reſtitution of all their liberties 
and privileges, notwithſtanding they be loſt, forteit- 
ed, &c. That they have ever ſithence. — 

Comminted to the committee of privileges. 

27th. Sir George Moor reporteth from the com- 


mittee for privileges; —_ for Pomfret, 26. Edw. I. 
Pazt. IL 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


it ſent burgeſſes; which continued a good while 
after: that by reaſon of the barons wars, it grew 
poor: that 109. and 119. Hen. VI. a return made; 
they would not ſend burgeſſes, by reaſon of their 

poverty: that 47. Fac. the king granted them all 
their former liberties and cuſtoms, notwithſtanding 
they had been forfeited, or loſt. That the committee 
thinketh it to ſtand both with law and juſtice; that a 
writ ſhould go for choice of burgeſſes. 

Upon queſtion, Pomfret to ſend burgeſſes: and a 
writ ordered. 

April I, 1624. Sir Thomas Wentworth prefers a 
petition from Pomfret: read. The mayor, before any 
writ came, undertook a place for Sir John Jackſon: 
ſhut the door againſt thoſe that came for Sir Richard 
Beomont : a number of recuſants and papiſts brought 
in: 40 of them made burgeſſes, to carry the elec- 

tion. The election being naught, the return can't 
be good. To have all reported to the houſe toge- 
ther. Sir George Moore: — This town admitted, 
the laſt parliament, to ſend burgeſſes. — Since one 
ſide heard by counſel, to have the other heard. 
Mr. Glanville, upon queſtion to make the report: 
— Conſidered one point, the validity of the return: 
heard no counſel on either ſide : — had the writ 
and two indentures—Sir Henry Holcroft double 
returned, he waved Pomfrer—a new writ went down 
to Pomfret. The ſheriff makes this return: two days 
after the date of the writ. — Mayor and aldermen told 
him, they had choſen Sir John Jackſon ; and after 
the 11th of March, divers other aldermen and bur - 
geſſes told him, they had choſen Sir Richard Beo- 
mont. He returned two indentures : 1. mayor, al- 
dermen and burgeſſes; — the common ſeal of the 
town: 2. Four or five aldermen, and the reſt: 
burgeſſes, returned Sir Richard Beomont — 20 and 
odd hands — Committee conceived theſe ſeveral 
indentures to be returned by the ſheriff. — They 
thought the form of it irregutar.— Their opinion, 
that the return, as it is, hath ſubſtance ſuſñicient to 
warrant Sir John Jackion to come into the houſe. — 
Afore they roſe, a petition exhibited againſt the elec- 
tion. — Writ good enough, altho the *day; becauſe it 
begins not, till the king come. Two returns, he 
made a warrant to mayor, a dermen and burgeſſes. 
Sir John Jackſon's indenture is true then accord- 
ing to the warrant ; the other not bear date one 
day.— Looked on the hands to the indenture : — 
40 to one, but 20 to the other. — Sir John Jack- 


ſon the greater number. — This the ground of the g 


opinion of the committee. 

Ordered, that the buſinefs of Pomfret, con- 
cerning the election, ſhall be heard at the committee 
of privileges, in its time and turn; and left by the 
houſe to the choice of Sir John Jackion, whether 
to come into the houſe, or to forbear. 

May 28. Mr. Glanville reported from the com- 
mittee of privileges concerning Pomfret—Queſtion 
of Sir John Jackſon. Committee reſolved, all 
the inhabitants, houſeholders, ought to have voice. 
2. Committee reſolved, upon the latter writ, no bur- 

duly choſen, but a new writ to go. 

- Reſolved, that the election ought ro be in Pom- 
fret, by the inhabitants, houſeholders, reſident there. 

Reſolved, that neither Sir John Jackſon or Sir 
Richard Beomont are duly elected; and that a 
new writ ſhall go out for a new election. 

May 16, 1660. Mr. Turner reports from the 
committee for privileges and elections, the caſe upon 
the treble return for this borough : that upon the 
examination of the fact, it appeared, that Sir George 
Saville, baronet and William Lowther, eſquire, had 
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made his fealty, they were ſo. 
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| gave 4 receipt for it; which one Gatgrave, an it 
torney, wrote. 

Dr. Johnſon Haid, Thomas Taylor left al bis 
— —ů— — bonnet pA 
lor, who voted; was an alderman of Pomfret. 
Ward ſaid, that Lowther, - and one —— bond 

ed for the ſame burgage. 

Staples faid, that Foſter's deeds en fa 
court; but that he was refuſed, becauſe they were 
2 deerer amygns oe ory of py 
although he hath the eſtate to this dime. 

For Mr. Bright, it was inſiſted, — were 


iti- perſons preſent at the election, on behalf of both can- 


wrong to the petitioner : and praying | 
Ordered, that it 2 
privileges and elections, to examine, and regart Sp 
matter, with their opinion. 
November 16, 1699. . 
read, and referred as before. 

January 15. Ordered to be reported on Wednef- 


day next. 

x7th. Sir Rowland Gwyn -reported the matter 
upon the ſaid petition. That the right of election 
was agreed to be in ſuch perſons, as have an inheri- 
tance or freehold of within the bo- 
rough. The poll was, for Mr. Bright 72, for Mr. 
Monkton 70. But it was inſiſted for the petitioner, 


that eight of Mr. Bright's, viz. Symmons, Hoyle, 


Horneby, Staples, Frank, Moore, Taylor, and 
Lowther, ought not to be allowed on Mr. Bright's 


poll: and alſo that one Edward Foſter had a right to 


vote ; and would have voted for the petitioner, bur 
was refuſed. 

As to the three firſt, the exception was, that they 
their eftates of Rooth ; and that ir was but: 
one burgage, but divided on the purchaſe, to make 
three votes: and called Hebwood ; who ſaid; Sym- 
mons, Horneby, and Hoyle were brought to him 
by Mr. Keplin, fteward to Mr. Bright; and Keplin 
told Hebwood, that Mr. Bright was the purchaſer; 


and that he muſt draw a leaſs from Symmons, 


Hoyle, and Hornby, to Mr. Bright, for 1000 years, 
for that the deeds were only to enable them to vote: 
that he made three conveyances from one Rooth, 
one for each, the conſideration 60, 40, and 201. that 
they were not executed before he went to London, 
which was on the 24th of June: that they ſeverally 
. GREENER TING 
about the leaſe. 

„Ward faid, the grounds bought of Rooch were 
but one burgage; that there is but one houſe on it x 
and he never knew but one vote for it. 

Staples, junior, faid, all his father's lands in the 
borough were conveyed to him 15 years ago. Wo 

-- Hebwood ſaid, that Franks's deeds were not in- 
dented! at the time of the election; but when he 


: 5 * 


Ward faid,, that Mr. Brights ſteward tld 
Moore's wife, he would give her forty ſhillings, if 
her husband would vote for Mr. Bright ; and paid 
her the money: but it was owned, that Mr. Keplin 
did ſay ſomething of a deſperate debt; and that ſhe 


didates ; and that none of the perſons, now excepted 
to, were excepted to at that time: and that they 
would juſtify theſe votes, mam 
voted for the petitioner. 


That as to — Mr. Abbot ſaid, 
he is rown-clerk, and took the poll for the mayvr : 


that before it began, the counſel agreed,” that the 
votes excepted to, ſhould be marked, and difputed 


after; and accordingly, ſome were queried ; but Mr. 


Monkton went away ſatisfied, without difputing 
them : a We was: d agen AIR” u 
mons, Hoyle, and Horneby : that they had three 
ſeveral burgeſſts ; and paid ſeveral rents: to prove 
which, they produced their deeds, and proved them 
fairly executed: that Leonard Staples paid two 
ſhillings rent for a freehold he had; and that there 
is no ſuch rent paid, but for burgage tenure. "yy 
The counſel inſiſted, that Franks's deed was 
legal, without being indented: that Taylor, who 
voted as an alderman, and had been mayor, could 
not have been ſo, if he had not a burgage; and he 
pays a burgage rent for his koufe, which he bought 
of his father truſtees : that Robert Lowther and 
* Burman bought two ſeveral burgages of Auſtin, 
and paid ſeveral rents; and the eſtate has been in 
— before, who voted ſeverally for it. 
Keplin ſaid, Rooth told him, he had three bur- 
gages to ſell, and wanted the money; and deſired 
him to help him (Rooth) to a purchaſer : that he 
told Symmods, Hoyle, Horneby, and others, of it, 
and agreed with them three, withour mentioning ir to 
Mr. Bright ; and that there was no truſt in the 
caſe, nor'any mention made of any leaſe to be made 
to Mr. Bright: but he owned, he fold Rooth cer- 
tain lands, called the-Ox-clofts ; and Mr. Rooth 
paid him 2507. for them. As to the 40 . paid to 
Moore's wife,” he ſaid, it was a debt due to him 
(Moore) from one Middleton, a ſervant of Mr. 
Bright's, that had been owing eight or ten years ; 
and he paid it by Middleton's , about a 
month or ſix weeks before the election; nor did he, 
upon payment, aſk for Moofe's vote, nor expect 
it: that Edward Forſter declared both for Mr.“ 
Bright and Mr. Monkton-;z but his deeds being of 
2 late date, he was not admitted. | 

That, as to ſeven of the twelve, to by 
Mr. Bright, of Mr. Monkton's voters, infiſt- 
ed, that they had no burgage right: and called 


Taylor; who ſaid, Picker told him, fince-the elec- 


tion, that he had no burgage, but only to ſerve a 
turn; though it was owned, er 
was not excepted to, nor at this election. 

Abbot ſaid, Picker iaodinithe-miyet's boek, a 
burgher, nor ever paid any rent: but owned, he 
worth pays ſix-pence yearly ; but faid, tis an en- 
croachment, and his vote has always been difpured : 
that Crow's burgage is his mother's joĩnture, and he 
9 but owned, he had vated once before: 

chat 
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that Mr. Netttetoh produced his deeds,” which were 
for part of an houſe, that paid an entire rent, and 
was not before divided: that Adaman voted in 
right of his wife ; and the eſtate way deviſed be- 


wight's mortgagee was in poſſeſſion of his bur- 
gage; and he had only an equity of redemption : 
that Crefly's mother had half che . and his 
title was always diſputed. 

As to the other five, Mr. Bright's conn chirg> 
ed them with bribery: and called Smallwood, who 
ſaid, that by order of one Ward, an agent for Mr. 


and Ward has repaid him : that Mr. Shepley, Mr. 
Monkton's ſteward, told him, what money he 
laid out for the petitioner, he would: repay him : 
that he did expend twenty ſhillings on treating of 
five voters; and gave Green money for voting : 
that he asked Mr. Shepley for the money; who 
faid, he would repay him, one time or another. 
Medley ſaid, that, about four days before the 
election, Shepley gave him ten ſhillings, and de- 
fired, he would give it to George Down, and preſs 
him for a ſingle vote for the petitioner : and he 
did ſo; and Down did vote fo, as he defired. 
In reply ——Hebworth faid, Picker has a bur- 
gage, and has ſeen him do fealty and pay rent; 
and he drew the purchaſe deeds ſome years fince: 
that Stone, who ſold the eſtate to Ruſhworth, voted 
for it : that Mr. Crow had yoted ſeveral times. 

As to Nettleton, there was no anſwer. 

That Adaman voted, as having married Lory- 
man's widow ; and has the eſtate: that Hather- 
wight's father made a leaſe for 99 years; and Ha- 

ight voted as he had the fee, which he had 
fince the election, and fold it to Rooth: That Creſ- 
ſy's father died ſcized of 5 burgage; and Jonathan 
is his heir z though it was owned, that his mother 
had two or three rooms in the houſe by his father's 
tent. 

Mr. Shepley denied, he was ever Mr. Monkton's 
ſteward or ſervant, or ever gave any order to Stall- 
wood to lay out money, but on the contrary did 
receive a letter from Mr. Monkton to diſcharge 
Smallwood from laying out any money: though 
he owned, he did give Medley then ten ſhillings for 
Down; but ſaid, it was not for his vote, but of his 
own will, his own money, and after the election. 

- Whereupon the committee reſolved, that John 
Bright, eſquire, was duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough. 

The ſaid reſolution, being read a ſecond time, 
was diſagreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that Robert Monkton, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a burgeſi to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for electing a 
burgeſs for this borough in the room of Mr. Bright, 
who is adjudged not to be duly elected. 

February 14. A petition of ſeveral aldermen 
and burgeſſes of this borough, in behalf of them- 
ſelves and the majori 
geſſes of the ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, that 
a late election of John Bright, eſquire, to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, being declared void by 
the houſe, a writ iſſued for chuſing another burgeſs : 
at which election, on the 1ſt inftant, ſeveral of the 
petitianers; who have a right to vote, offered to 
vote for Robert Monkton, eſquire ; but Mr. Haſ- 
kins the mayor, arbitrarily refuſed to accept them, 
and admitted others to vote for the ſaid Mr. Bright, 
who had no right: that, if the petitioner's votes 


tween her former husband's children: that Hather- 


ty of the aldermen and bur- 


had been taken, Mr. Monkton would have had the 
majority but the mayor hath unduly returned Mr. 
Bright, in wrong to the petitioners and Mr. Monk- 
ton, who was duly choſen : and praying &c. 

R e the committee of pris 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

21ſt. The houſe being informed, that the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections had appointed the 
matter, concerning the merits of the eleftion for 
this borough, to be heard upon the 6th day of 
March next; by which day ſeveral witneſſes, who 
are at a diſtance, cannot be brought up to attend 
the ſaid committee 


Ordered, that it be heard on Friday the 13th day 


of March next. 
29th. Ordered to be heard on the 8th of April next; 
March go, 1915. A petition of Sir William 
Lowther, baronet, and Hugh Bethell, eſquire, 
and Chriſtopher Heyford, Thomas Gilpin, Timothy 
Kyplin, George Jennings, Benjamin Radcliffe, Da- 
vid Medley, Robert Wood, John Poplewell, John 
Kiplin, John , Hutchinſon, Joſhua Cooper, and 
John Aſh, burgeſſes of this borough, on behalf of 
themſelves and others, the burgeſſes of the ſaid 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election 
of members for the ſaid borough.— William Low- 
ther and Hugh Bethell, and the honourable John 
Dawney and Robert Frank, eſquires, were candi- 
dates: the ſaid Mr. Lowther and Mr. Bethell had 
the majority of legal votes, yet Robert Lowther, 
eſquire, mayor of the ſaid borough, has returned 
the ſaid Mr. Dawney and Mr. Frank; and the 
mayor did reject a great many legal votes, who of- 
fered to poll for the ſaid Mr. Lowther and Mr. Be- 
thell; and likewiſe refuſed ſeveral quakers, who of- 
fered to give their affirmation; and the ſaid mayor 
— ſeveral illegal voters to poll for the ſaid 
Mr. Dawney and Mr. Frank; and that the ſaid 
Mr. Frank being recorder, and during the ſaid 
election, directed the mayor, what votes he ſhould 
allow of, and what he ſhou!d reject, and the ſaid 
Mr. Lowther and Mr. Bethell demanded a ſcrutiny; 
but the ſaid mayor refuſed one: and praying &c. 
A petition of , the ſaid Sir William Lowther, 
baronet, and Hugh Bethell, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the election * this borough, the 
petitioners and the honourable John Dawney and 
Robert Frank, eſquires, were candidates; and the 
petitioners had the majority of legal votes, though 
Robert Lowther, eſquire, mayor, has returned the 
ſaid Mr. Dawney and Mr. Frank; and that the 
ſaid mayor did reject many legal votes for the peti- 
tioners, and refuſed to admit the perſons called 
quakers, to vote for the petitioners, unleſs they 
would take the abjuration oath, though ſeveral of 


them offered their ſolemn affirmation ; and the ſaid 
mayor admitted ſeveral perſons to poll for the ſaid 


Mr. Dawney and Mr. Frank, who had no right, and 
refuſed others to vote for the petitioners who had 
a right; and Mr. Frank, recorder of the faid 
borough, together with Mr. Edward Abbot, town- 
clerk, directed the ſaid mayor what votes ſhould be 
allowed, and what rejected, who acted accordingly; 
and that the petitioners after the cloſing of the 
poll demanded a ſcrutiny, but the ſaid mayor re- 
fuſed one : all- which matters are contrary to the 
rights of the ſaid borough, and a great prejudice to 
the petitioners: and praying &c. 


Ordered, that the ſaid: petitions be referred to the : 


committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter thereof, with their opinion. 
Feb. 
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Feb. 7th. Ordered it be an inſtruction to the com- 
ee that they do examine the mat- 
ter of the ſald petitions, n 
next. 

March 19. Ordered, the report be received on 
Thurſday next. 

22. Mr. Hampden reported the matter as it ap- 
peared to the committee, as follows ; viz. 

That the committee had examined the merits of 


the election. 
That it was agreed this was a borough by yoo- 


' ſcription, and the right of election is in perſons 
having a freehold of burgage-tenure, paying a bur. ' 


rent. 
The poll was —For. Mr. Dawney 149. 
Mr. Franck 145. 
Sir William Lowther 122. 
Hugh Bethel, eſquire, 111. 
- That the petitioners counſel complained of parti- 
ahiry 4 in the mayor, fecorder, and town-clerk ; andal- 


ledged they ſhould add 41 to their poll, and take off 


38 from the ſitting- members. 
It appeared by the poll, that two voted wie for 
the ſitting-members. 

William Lee faid, it appeared three aid ten- 
dered their. votes for the petitioners ; and were re- 
fuſed, becauſe they would not take the abjuration 
oath, though offered to take the affirmation to 
the effect thereof. That the mayor was governed 
in the poll by the recorder, and who 
was a manager for Mr. Dawney and Mr. Frank, 
and accepted ſeveral votes for them who had no 
right; and refuſed ſeveral for the petitioners who 
had right; and the town-clerk, who had the mak 
ing up the fee-farm book yearly for the mayor, 
wherein the different tenures ſhould be diſtin 
and all the burgeſſes duly entered, had marked there- 
in ſeveral as burgage-tenants, who were not ſo; and 
omitted the marking others, who were : which par- 
tiality run in favour of the fitting-members ; and 
diſputes upon the poll had been uſually determined 
by this book. 

That twelve perſons, who, by conveyances row! 
Sir William Lowther, dated Jan. 2, 1712, and 
proved by Mr. Lee, claimed twelve burgages; part 
of an eſtate formerly Wakefield's, and which 


burgage rent, and were formerly purchaſed by Sir 
William Lowther in 1711, tendered their votes for 
the petitioners, but were refuſed ; although moſt of 
them, or their predeceſſors, have been admitted in 
former —_— when they voted in a , in- 
tereſt. 4 : 

The cerkioners counſel proceeded to add eleven, 


who, by conveyances from Sir William Lowther and 


Mr. Bethell, dated January 5, 1714, claimed ele- 
ven burgages, formerly the poſſeſſion of Engliſh's, 
and which pay burgage-rent, and were purchaſed 
from Sir William Lowther, from Harriſon, and 
others, in December 1714: Their conveyances were 
proved by Mr. Lee, and it appeared that Engliſh, 
the former owner, being a quaker, did not vote in 
elections, but that the premiſes — tau 
and are fo entered in the town-books.. 
Alſo, to add ſix more to the petitioners poll, 
Mr. Lee proved the conveyances of fix to 
ſix perſons in 1714, from Sir William Lowther, and 
others, and named fix others who voted for Mr. 
Dawney and Mr. Frank for the ſame burgages, 
and therefore ought to be taken from the poll. 
Nine were inſiſted to be added to the 
poll, whoſe conveyances of burgages from Sir Wil- 


by Mr. Lee and others; by whoſe evidence, and by 
the old books andwritings, it appeared that theſe pre- 
miles were ancient burgages; part Hurgags-rents, and 
moſt of them had been voted for. 

It appeared the forty one voters thus offered to 
be added, did tender themſelves for the petitioners 
and were refuſed ; and on proving; their ticles before 
the committee, it the confideration mo» 
They alſo objected to thirty of the ſitting mem- 
bers voters, 1 
taken off the poll. 

Lee and others faid, that of theſe thirty, ſeveral 
were not burgage-tenants, ſome had not freeholds, 
ſome were ſplit votes, or diſputable, others former- 
ly rejected, and ſome of them had no title: | 

Mr. Lee added alſo, that he had inſpected the 
fee-farm books of the burgage-tenants, and believ- 
ed there were forty or fifty alterations made therein, 
of the town-clerk's own hand writing, differing 
from former books: that ſome of the rents were 

to make, en 
ſhould favour the ſitting members: \ noi 


nants in favour of the fitting-members, for whom 
the town-clerk was very active, duriag the poll; 
diſputing all that came againſt them, and none who 
voted for them; ſometimes: acting by direction of 
the recorder, > RICO MY 67M es ny 
his own authority. 

Lee ſaid, the town- cles inferred in the: poll fee 
veral by the-recorder's:diretivn, : ang; wichen the 
—— Pak then preſent. 

The fitting-members counſel alledged-they-ſhould 


juſtify he poll, by qualifying thoſe objeted to, 
and diſqualifying thoſe 


the  petitiones would add; 
and ſhould vindicate the town-clerk in the ſeveral 
matters obj againſt him ; but offered no evi- 
dence: for any of theſe purpoſes, other than the 
town-clerk' who is complaiged of in the petition, 


and charged by the petitioners evidence with ill 


practices in favour of the 22 — 

The committe reſolved, 

That the honourable John Dawney, eſquire, is 
not duly elected a burgeſs to ferve in this preſent 


pays parliament for this borough. 


That Robert Frank, eſquire, is not 8 
„r 


That Sir William Lowther, baronet, is duly 


cefiud.s burges to Erve-in this preſent parligment, 
for this 


| That Hugh Bethell, eſquire, is duly elected a 


burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


A motion was made that the n de 
mitted, but diſagreed to, and 

- The ſaid refolutions were twice read, agreed to 
by the houſe, and the return ordered to be amended. 


POOL. 


Tue borough is ſituate within the county of. 
Dorſet. It was made a county by Queen Nit. 
Elizabeth, (ſe Appendix) having before ſent bur- Vol. |! 
geſſes ro parliament, in the 36th and 42d of Ed- *.. 
ward III. It firſt ſent to a council in his 14th B-. pan 
year; but intermitted until the 33d of Henry VI. cd © 


Ir has had ſeveral charters; ſome whereof will. bel. 


in the Appendix. I meet with no memoirs of the 
right of election, but in the journals; wherein are 


liam Lowther, and others, ſome in 1714, and theſe. 


others in former years were produced, and proved 


May 


That fiſty were left out who were denden 


a ot as ' aw. TIDAqtYMKK © Bon ik ao Ma «dd Hi 


liam Conſtantine, eſquire, and Sir John Fitzjames, 
knight, the election for this town; 
That the firſt queſtion, before them, was, whether the 
out- burgeſſes of the ſaid town had voices, as well 
as the in-burgeſſes: and the opinion of the com- 
mittee, that the out-burgeſſes had equal voices with 
the in- burgeſſes: and the ſecond queſtion being, 
who had the majority of voices, 

It appeared, that Sir John Fitzjames had much 
more the majority of voices, and was duly elected 
one of the burgeſſes for the ſaid town; and the 
opinion of the committee, that the ſaid Sir John 
Fitzjames was duly elected one of the burgeſſes of 
the ſaid town, and ought to fit : Whereto the houſe 


January 26th, 1688. A petition of Thomas 
Chafin, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that he, with 
Henry Trenchard, eſquire, was choſen and returned 
by the ſheriff of this town and county, to ſerve as 
burgeſs in the preſent convention for the ſaid town ; 
but that the ſheriff had alſo returned Sir Nathanael 
Nappier, in prejudice of the petitioner : and pray- 
ing &c. 

did, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Feb. gth. Colonel Birch reported, from the ſaid 
committee, the matter upon the merits of the 
double return for this town and county. That it 
appeared, that Henry Trenchard, eſquire, and Sir 
Nathanael Nappier are returned by one certificate ; 
and the ſaid Mr. Trenchard and Thomas Chaſin, 
eſquire, another. 

It was proved, that Sir Nathanael Nappier 
agreed to ſettle 151. per annum on the town, for 
their ſchool; and that he was at the charge of paſſ- 
ing their new charter, before the prince of Orange 
landed. 

To this, it was anſwered, that what Sir Nathanael 
Nappier did, was about the time of his being made 
free of the town; and it was uſual to give preſents 
on that occaſion : and that Mr. Trenchard and Mr. 
Chafin, when they were made ſo, gave 50 l. each to 
the uſe of the town for their 
That the matter in queſtion was, whether the 
right of election be in the mayor and burgeſſes only, 
or in the mayor, burgeſſes, and commonalty, who 
pay ſcot and lot. 

That it appeared by many parliament returns, 
that the right of election had anciently been in the 
mayor and burgeſſes only, except a return in the 
18th of King James I. wherein the commonalty are 
mentioned with the mayor, aldermen, and bur- 
geſſes, though the indenture is ſealed with the ſeal 
of the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes. That Sir 
Nathanael Nappier had 33 burgeſſes; and Mr. Cha- 
fin 22; but of the commonalty, it was allowed, Mr. 
Chafin had the greater number : whereupon the 
committee reſolved, | 

Paxr. II. 
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That Thomas Chafin, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this convention, for this town 
and county. 


The ſaid reſolutions, upon debate, were diſagreed 
co. 

Reſolved, that Sir Nathanael Nappier, baronet, 
is duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
convention, for this town and county; and Mr. 
Chafin's return was ordered to be taken off the file. 

February 15th, 1710. The houſe proceeded to 
take into conſideration the report from the com- 
mittee appointed to enquire into the abuſes of the 
victualling : and the report was read. 

Reſolved, that it appears to the houſe, that in 
the management of her majeſty's brew-houſe, as 
well as in the contracts for furniſhing the navy with 
beer, there have been many notorious embezzle- 
ments and ſcandalous abuſes, to the defrauding of 
the public of great ſums of money, and to the in- 
jury and diſcouragement of the ſeamen. 

Mr. Ridge was heard in his place to the matter 
of the report relating to him : and then withdrew, 
See the Appendix. 

Reſolved, that it appears to the houſe, that Tho- 
mas Ridge, eſquire, a member of this houſe, is 
guilty of great frauds and abuſes, by having con- 
tracted to furniſh 5513 tons of beer upon his own 
account, and 2704 tons of beer in partnerſhip with 
Mr. Dixon, and having received bills for the whole, | 
although he delivered but 3213 tons on the firſt, 1 
and 1269 upon the latter, contract. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Thomas Ridge, eſquire, 
be, for the ſaid frauds and abuſes, expelled the 
houſe. 


Feb. 22, 1710. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 


for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve for this borough, 


in the room of Thomas Ridge, eſquire, expelled 
this houſe. 


PORTSMOUTH. 


W HIS borough is within the county of Hants 

or Southampton. It was one of thoſe, as Dr. witti.'s 
Willis writes, originally in the 23d of Edward I. Notitia, 
ſummoned to return burgeſſes to the parliament. Mr. — 
Prynne has ſet down the firſt writ in the 26th of Br. Par. 
Edward I. The original method of election I do Red. 214, 
not meet with, nor any memoirs thereof, until the 
29th of Henry VI. when it appears by the return. 1b. 284. 
— uod cum conſenſu et aſſenſu totius communitatis 
ejuſdem eligerunt fibi per major. Balliv. &c. (See Ap- 
3 The future memoirs in the journals are 


11450 19th, 1678. A petition of John Peachy, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue return of Sir 
Joha Kempthorne, knight, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament as a burgeſs for this borough, to the 
petitioner's wrong and injury, who was duly elect- 
ed, and ought to have been returned, was read. | 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be referred to the | 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine | 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

March 24th, 1680. A petition of Richard Ste- 
vens, touching the election for this borough, was 4 
read. 5 
Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 1 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine | 
and report the matter, with their opinion, | 

F | March 
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March 24th, 1689. A petition of Henry Slingsby, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that Nicholas Hedger, 


mayor of this borough, upon pretence of having 
ſurrendered his office, which he could not legally 


do, and by undue means, cauſed himſelf to be re- 


turned with the honourable Edward Ruſſel, eſquire, 
notwithſtanding he is ſtill the legal mayor of this 
town, in prejudice of the petitioner, who had the 
majority of legal voices: and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

December 5th, 1695. A petition of divers of the 


inhabitants of Portſea was read; ſhewing, that 


the inhabitants of the ſaid borough, paying ſcot and 
lot, have a right to ele&t members to parliament 
and that the petitioners, who live within the juriſ- 
dition of the ſaid borough, were denied to give 
their voices to Edmund Dummer, efquire : that ma- 
ny ill practices were uſed in behalf of Nicholas 
Hedger, eſquire; viz. by ſhutting up the gates of 
the town, to prevent thoſe from voting that lived 
without, who would have polled for Mr. Dummer; 
by threatening many of the petitioners with corpo- 
ral puniſhments, for offering to poll for Mr. Dum- 
mer; and, in an hoſtile manner, by keeping a 
guard of ſoldiers, drawn from the main guard of 
the town, to threaten and diſcourage Mr. Dum- 
mer's friends from voting for him; by which, and 
many other practices, Mr. Hedger was illegally de- 
clared choſen a member to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for the ſaid borough, in manifeſt wrong of 
the petitioners right: and praying &c. 

Ordered it to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter thereof, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. | 

28th. A petition of Matthew Aylmer, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that, at the election for a bur- 
geſs to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, 
the petitioner and colonel Gibſon were candidates 
and many hundreds of the burgeſſes and inhabitants 
voted for each of the candidates; and the poll was 
taken of all ſuch votes, by conſent, before the caſt- 
ing up thereof; whereupon it appeared, that the pe- 
titioner had the majority, without contradiction; 
and the petitioner was then declared elected; and 
demanded, and was promiſed, by the town-clerk, a 
return, the next day: but the mayor, at a private 
conſult between him and ſome few aldermen, was 
prevailed upon to put the common ſeal to an inden- 


ture and return, now with the clerk of the crown; 


wherein it is mentioned, that the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgeſſes, had choſen colonel Gibſon; and that 
part of the burgeſſes, with the major part of the in- 
habitants, had choſen the petitioner; though, dur- 
ing the whole tranſaction, there was not the leaſt claim 
or pretence, for the burgeſſes to elect, excluſive of 
the inhabitants: and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the mat | 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
committee, that they do proceed n to hear 
and examine the ſaid matter. 

3oth. A petition of John Gibſon, e was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioner and Matthew 
Aylmer, eſquire, were candidates at the election for 
this borough; and the petitioner was duly elected 
by the mayor, aldermen, and hurgeſſes, in whom 
the right of election is: but Mr. Aylmer, by many 
undue practices, and by ſetting up the right of elec- 
tion r who never pretended to 


have any vote till ſince the revolution, and the 
ſame never controverted, hath procured himſelf to 
be returned in the fame indenture with the petiti- 
oner ; whereby the petitioner is hindered from fit- 
ting in the houſe, till the matter of the return be 
determined: for which reaſon, he intended to peti- 
tion the houſe; but he was informed, that he 


might ſtay, until the return came to the clerk of the 4 


crown, which was not till this morning, as the pe- 
titioner is informed; though Mr. Aylmer hath ob- 
tained an order upon his petition for a ſpeedy hear- 
ing, upon a ſuggeſtion, that the return was then 
with the clerk of the crown, and that the petiti- 
oner procured the ſame to be made, which could 
not be; for that the petitioner was abſent from 
Portſmouth, when Mr. Aylmer, by threats, pro- 
cured the mayor to make the ſaid return: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that the faid petition be bead to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion: 
and that it be heard at the ſame time with the peti- 
tion of Mr. Aylmer. 

January 6. A petition of ſeveral aldermen and 
burgeſſes of this borough, on behalf of themſelves, 
and other burgeſſes of this ſaid borough, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the laſt election of a burgeſs to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, a 
conſiderable majority of the mayor, aldermen, and 
burgeſſes, in whom only is the right of election, 
choſe John Gibſon, eſquire, for that borough ; but 
the mayor (being threatned and over-awed admitted 
the populace to poll, contrary to the ancient cuſtom 
of the faid borough) hath returned Matthew Ayl- 
mer, eſquire, together with the ſaid Mr. Gibſon, 
in the ſame indenture, in prejudice of the petiti- 
oner's right: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion: and that it be 
heard at the ſame time with the other petitions, con- 
cerning this election. 

January 21. Ordered, the report to be made on 
Friday net. 

24th. Mr. Solicitor- general reported from the 
committee, the matter upon the ſaid petitions of 
Mr. Aylmer, colonel Gibſon, and the aldermen and 
burgeſſes, viz. 

The committee have examined the matter of the 
return, and alſo of the election: that upon inſpect- 
ing the records of the returns, it appeared, that 
John Gibſon, eſquire, and Matthew Aylmer, eſquire, 
were returned by one and the fame indenture; ſo 
that the determining the right of the return depend- 
ed upon the determining the merits of the election: 
therefore the commirtee appointed a day for hearing 
the merits of the election. 

At which time, for Mr. Aylmer, was called 

Mr. Suffield ; who ſaid, he had lived in this bo- 
rough 28 or 29 years; and that, ſince the revolu- 
tion, the inhabitants at large have been admitted to 
vote for parliament men, with the mayor, alder- 
men and burgeſſes: that, at this election, they did 
vote with the aldermen and burgeſſes ; and the can- 
didates did agree to abide by that poll ; and ad- 
miral Aylmer carried it with all fairneſs and uncon- 
cernedneſs: that he remembered four elections be- 
fore the revolution; and though the inhabitants 
were not admitted to poll by the corporation, yet 
ſomebody uſed to poll them: that Mr. Richard 
Stevens was choſen by the inhabitants; and upon 
their right he petitioned the Oxford parliament. 
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To prove the right of the inhabitants, was pro- 
duced a charter of confirmation to this borough, 
4. Nov. 3. Car. by which it appeared, they had 
been incorporated by ſeveral names; and this con- 
firmed them by the name of mayor, aldermen, and 
They alſo produced theſe returns ; viz. 22. Apr. 
14. Eliz. Mayor, chamberlains, and commonalty, 
elected. — 9. Nov. 26. Eliz. Mayor, burgeſſes, 
and freeholders, — 9. Jan. 1688. Mayor, alder- 
men, burgeſſes, and commonalty, elected, by virtue 
of a precept of the prince of Orange.—3. Mar. 2. 
Gul. & Mar. Mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, 

with the commonalty. 

To prove the right in the mayor, aldermen, and 
burgeſſes, were read theſe returns; viz. 17. Ed. IV. 
13 burgeſſes named, elected. — 7. Ed. VI. Mayor, 
and 11 burgeſſes. — 1. Mary. Mayor, and 13 bur- 
geſſes. — 1. Elz. Mayor, and 12 burgeſſes. —- 
30. Eliz. Mayor, and burgeſſes. 43. Eliz. & 1. 
Fac. The ſame.— 1. Jacobi. The ſame.— 3. Car. I. 
The mayor, with the whole aſſent and conſent of 
the reſt of the burgeſſes. 16. Car. Mayor, alder- 
men, and burgeſſes. — 12. 13. 15. 31. 31. and 33. 
Car. II. The ſame. 

Blakely ſaid, he had lived in Portſmouth about 
29 years, and had known ſeveral elections: that in 
an election, upon a diſſolution in King Charles the 
ſecond, and King James the ſecond's time, only the 
mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes, had elected: that 
the inhabitants had ſome times demanded a poll; 
but it was not granted them. 

Launder ſaid, he was clerk to the town-clerk in 
1678, and 1679 ; and none, but the mayor, alder- 
men, and burgeſſes, then elected. 

Biſſil, the town-clerk, produced the poll of this 
election, promiſcuouſly taken of mayor, aldermen, 
burgeſſes, and inhabitants: the numbers were, for 
admira} Aylmer 234 — for colonel Gibſon 219 : 
that colonel Gibſon had the majory by above 20, 
of the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes. 

Mr. Suffield, and others, ſaid, that alderman 
Blakely ſpoke to the inhabitants, and told them, 
they had a right to vote; and that both candidates 
agreed to abide by the poll: and accordingly the 
town-clerk was about to make a ſingle return for 
admiral Aylmer; but the mayor ſnatched it from 
the town-clerk, and ſaid, he would make another 
return. 

Thomas Rich ſaid, the mayor congratulated admiral 
Aylmer, 'and ordered the bells to be rung for him. 

That the counſel on both ſides inſiſted, that there 
had been divers irregularities on both ſides of the 
election: and on the behalf of admiral Aylmer, 
was produced Triggs, who ſaid, he voted for ad- 
miral Aylmer; and colonel Gibſon came to his 
houſe, with the maſter-gunner, and trumpets ſound- 
ing before him ; and bid them turn the rogue upſide 
down ; and the rabble broke his windows. 

Henry Coward ſaid, about two o'clock he was 
alarmed by the noiſe of a drum; fo he went to 
the market-place, where he ſaw a huddle of peo- 
ple, crying out, A Gibſon : and that the maſter- 
gunner, who was Mooday, becauſe Coward had 
declared for admiral Aylmer, threatned to take all 
his buſineſs from him. 

Rutter ſaid, that before the election, telling Bent- 
ly he was for admiral Aylmer, Bently threatned to 
ſhut his windows down. 

For colonel Gibſon and the burgeſſes, were called 
Blakely, and others; who proved, letters had been 
ſent to Admiral Ruſſel, that the corporation had 


uſed admiral Aylmer ill : Admiral Ruffel did write 
to Mr. Bartin and Mr. Shales (a letter to each) to 


this effect: that if they ſlighted his recommen- 


dation of admiral Aylmer, he would take ſuch 


meaſures, as might make them repent it ; and that, 


if admiral Aylmer was not returned, and there was 
Juſt ground for a petition, he would expend 10,0007. 
to do admiral Aylmer right. 

Thar Mr. Hedger, and Mr. Holt, two members, 
informed the committee, that they had been at ſe- 
veral elections before the revolution; and the inha- 
bitants always claimed a right to vote. 

That upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the mayor, 
aldermen, and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, only. 

That John Gibſon, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

That Matthew Aylmer, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

That the ſaid election of a burgeſs for this bo- 
rough, is a void election. 

The ſaid refolutions being read a ſecond time, 
were agreed unto by the houſe. 

December 1, 1710. A petition of Sir William 
Giffard, knight, and Sir James Wiſhart, knight, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in this parliament for this borough, the petitioners, 
Sir John Jennings, and Sir Charles Wager, were 
candidates: that Henry Seager, eſquire, took upon 
him to act as mayor at the ſaid election, and to exe- 
cute the precept, though he was not legally qua- 
lified, he being elected mayor at a court, ſummoned 
by one Joſeph Whithorne, who never was lawful 
mayor of this borough, he having not taken the 
ſacrament of the church of England within one 
year next before his election into the office of mayor : 
that Thomas Ridge, eſquire, James White, and 


others, ated and voted as aldermen, and ſeveral 


others, as burgeſſes, though they were never duly 
elected nor qualified as ſuch ; having never receiv- 
ed the ſacrament, nor taken the oaths and ſubſcrib- 
ed the teſte, as they ought to have done; yet Henry 
Seager admitted them, and ſeveral others, to poll 
againſt the petitioners, and rejected ſeveral legal votes 
for them; yet they were duly elected, and ought to 
have been returned; but the ſaid Seager hath un- 
duly returned Sir John Jennings, and Sir Charles 
Wager, who, with the ſaid Seager, Whithorne, and 
their agents, were guilty of many indirect practices, 
in making and procuring votes, and otherwiſe: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, to the houſe. 

February 2. Ordered, that it be reported on the 


zd. Mr. Freeman reported from the committee the 
matter, as it appeared to them, upon the ſaid petitions 
that the poll was, for Sir Charles Wager 66— for Sir 
John Jennings 64 — for the petitioners 31 each: 
that it was agreed, the right of election was in 
the mayor, aldermen and burgeſſes : that the que- 


ſtion was, whether Joſeph Whithorne, eſquire, who 


was elected mayor of this borough on the 10th of 
December 1709, was a legal mayor ? and whether 
the aldermen and burgeſſes, elected during his may- 
oralty, are good and legal aldermen, and burgeſſes, 
of this borough ? that it was admitted, that all 
elections of mayor, aldermen and burgeſſes of the 

borough, 
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The Boroughs of PORTSMOUTH and PRESTON. 


borough, muſt be made by the mayor, aldermen and 
burgeſſes, for the time being, or the major part of 
them : that it appeared to the committee, that Mr. 
Whithorne is a presbyterian, and goes to the meet - 
ing-houſes ; and that he had not, within one year 
next before his election into the ſaid office of mayor, 
taken the ſacrament, actording to the rites of the 
church of England ; and that ſeveral of the alder- 
men proteſted againſt his acting as mayor; and that 
ſeveral aldermen and burgeſſes were elected, during 
the time he acted in the mayoralty. 
That for Sir Charles Wager and Sir John Jen- 
nings, the reſolution of the houſe, 18. Car. II. in 
the caſe of Mr. Auſtin, who was elected for the 
port of Winchelſea, was inſiſted on: in that caſe, 
it appears by the journal, Mr. Auſtin was re- 
turned by a mayor, who had not, within a, year 
before his election, received the ſacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper, according to the rites of the church 
of England; and that the houſe reſolved Mr. Auſtin 
was duly elected, and ought to fit. 
That upon peruſal of the clauſe, in the act of 


parliament, which enjoins the taking the ſacrament, 


the committee reſolved, 

That Joſeph Whithorne, eſquire, who was elected 
mayor of this borough, on the 10th day of December 
1709, and had not qualified himſelf for that office, 
according to law, by taking the ſacrament of the 
Lord's ſupper, according to the rites of the church 
of England, within one year next before his election, 
was not legal mayor of this borough. 

That the aldermen, elected during the ſaid pre- 
tended mayoralty of the ſaid Mr. Whithorne, are 
not legal aldermen; and that the burgeſſes, elected 
during his pretended mayoralty, have not a right to 
vote in election of members to ſerve in parliament 
for this borough. 

After which the counſel for the ſitting members 
admitted a majority for the petitioners, without 
thoſe burgeſſes ; whereupon the committee eame to 


the following reſolutions, viz. 


That Sir Charles Wager, knight, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve i in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That Sir John Jennings, knight, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That Sir James Wiſhart, knight, is duly elected 


a a burgeſs to aan Aeneas 


h. 


That Sir William Giffard, kniaks, 4 is duly elected 


a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

The ſaid reſolutions, being ſeverally — a ſecond 
time, were agreed unto by the houſe; and the re- 
turn was ordered to be amended accordingly. 

February 5, 1710. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough, 
in the room of Sir James Wiſhart, knight, made a 
commiſſioner of the admiralty. | 
Feb 10. The houſe being moved to take into 
conſideration the caſe of Sir William Giffard, who 
has been adjudged duly elected to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough ; whether he, be- 

r of Greenwich-hoſpital, is capable (ac- 
cording to the act 6. Anne Regine, for the ſecurity 
of her majeſty's perſon and government, and of the 


ſucceſſion of the crown of Great Britain in the pro- 


teſtant line) of being a member of the Houſe of 
Commons. 


The act was read. 


Ordered, that the conſtitution of Greenwich- 


- hoſpital, and alſo the patent, conſtituting Sir William 


Giffard governor thereof, be laid before the-houſe. 

12th. The ſaid patent and conſtitution were laid 
before the houſe ; and being read, Sir William Gif- 
fard came into the houſe, and took his place. 


PRESTON. 


HIS borough is ſituate within the county Brady g 
palatine of Lancaſter. It was firſt -made 230 Fb. 
Henry II. and had new liberties 23. 
granted by King John, when Earl of Morton and is 


borough by King 


Lancaſter ; which were confirmed in the reigns of 
King Henry III. and King Edward III. It was as 
ſuch originally ſummoned to ſend members to par- 
liament, and made fix returns only; after which 
it was omitted for the reaſons given in the return 
for the county (ſee Lancaſter) but was reſtored by 
King Edward VI. ſince which time I meet with the 
following memoirs reſpecting its elections. 

June 20th, 1660. Mr. Turner reported, from 
the committee of privileges and elections, the caſe 
upon the double return for this borough ; that, 
upon the examination of the fact, it appeared to the 
committee, that at the time of the election, the taking 
of the poll was denied by the mayor; and that, in 
reſpect thereof, the committee are of opinion, that 
the election is void: Whereto the houſe agreed; and 
ordered a writ for a new election. 

December 18th, 1661. Serjeant Charleton re- 
ported from the ſame committee, that, upon the 
petition of Doctor Fife againſt Doctor Riſhton, 
they had proceeded to examine the matter touching 
their elections for this borough : and, the queſtion 
being, whether the mayor and 24 burgeſſes had only 
voices z or the inhabitants at large; the committee 
was of opinion, that all the inhabitants had voices 
in the election; and that the majority of ſuch voices 
is with Doctor Riſhton; and that he was 8 1 2785 
ed and ought to fit. 

Whereto the houſe agreed. 

March 25th, 1690. A petition of Thomas Patton, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly 
elected a burgeſs for this borough ; yet the mayor, 
bailiffs, and ſeveral burgeſſes, to whom the pre- 
cept was directed, by undue practices, have return- 
ed the right honourable the Lord Willoughby of 
— in prejudice of the petitioner: and pray- 
ing &c. 

' Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and — RPEELIEAEr, 
with their opinion. 

October 16th. A petition, the ſame in ſubſtance, 
with the former, was read. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. 

17th. A petition of the mayor, bailiffs, ma- 
jority of aldermen, common-council, and capital 
burgeſſes, of this borough, was read; ſhewing, that 
the right honourable the. Lord Willoughby of 
Eresby was duly elected and returned for the ſaid 
borough z but is ſince called up, by writ of ſum- 


mons to the houſe of Lords, whereby the borough 


is now repreſented by one member only : that Tho- 
mas Patton, eſquire, hath exhibited his petition to 
this honourable houſe, thereby alledging, he is du- 
ly elected for the ſaid borough ; which petition is 
referred to the committee of elections and privi- 
leges, but cannot be by them heard, in courſe, in a 

2 long 
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long time : and. praying that a ſhort day may be 
appoin inted for hearing the matter of the ſaid petition 3 
and that the petitioners may, at the ſame time, be 


heard againſt the pretentions of the ſaid, Thomas 


P 

Order, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

22d. Ordered, that the matter touching the clec- 
tion for this borough, be heard at the bar of the 
houſe on:this;day-month.: and that Thomas Patten, 
eſquire, have. notice of this order. 
Nov. 17th. Ordered, that the matter touching 
the election of to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough, which was ordered to be 
heard on 7 . next, be put off, 


this houſe. 

19th. Ordered, that 50 ſaid matter de heard at 
the bar of this houſe to-morrow morning. 

- 20th. The ſaid matter came on to be heard at 
the bar of the houſe, both on the petition of Tho- 
mas Patten, eſquire, complaining of the election 
and return of Robert Lord Willoughby of Eresby, 


FEE 


| to ſerve as a burgeſs for the ſaid borough ; and 


upon the petition of the mayor, bailiffs, majority 
of the aldermen, common-council, and capital bur- 
geſles, of the ſaid borough : and after counſel call- 
ed in on both ſides, and heard; they ing with: 
drawn; 

Reſolved, that Robert Lord Willoughby of 
Eresby.was duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this 
parliament, for this borough. 

December 7th, 1695. A petition of Sir Chriſto- 
pher Greenfield, knight, was read; ſhewing, that 
the petitioner was duly elected one of the burgeſſes 
to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, and as 
ſuch ought to have been returned ; but, by the 
corrupt practices of Thomas Molineux, eſquire, 
he hath procured himſelf to be returned, though he 
was not duly elected: and praying &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion 

Jan. 16th, 1706. A petition of Henry Fleetwood, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner and 
Arthur Manwaring,: eſquire, were candidates at the 
laſt election for this borough, in the room of Ed- 
ward Rigby, eſquire, deceaſed ; and the petitioner 
was duly elected, and ought to Ja been returned, 
though many corrupt practices were. uſed to get 
votes for Mr. Manwaring z and, by the partiality 
of the mayor, and one of the bailiffs of the ſaid 
borough, Mr. Manwaring is returned in prejudice 
of the petitioner : and, praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine the 
matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion. 
February 15th. Ordered that Mr. Fleetwood have 
leave to withdraw his ſaid petition. . 
December 5th, 1710. A petition. of Francis An- 


| neſly, eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the peti- 


tioner was duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this 
parliament for this borough ; but Sir Henry 
Houghton, by himſelf and agents, did, by bribery, 
treats, impri t of the. voters, and 
other undue practices, procure a majority of votes, 
and himſelf to be returned, in wrong to the peti- 
tioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to tha committee of 
Privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it with their opinion. 

PazrT II, 


December Sth, 1711. A petition of Francis 


, Anneſly, eſquire, to the — effect, was again 


rages! 

Ordered, that it. be referred - to che committee of 
* — and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

January 21ſt, Ordered, that Mr. - Anneſly have 
leave to withdraw the ſaid petition. 

October 25, 1722. A petition of Thomas Mo- 
lineux, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
election of members to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, the petitioner was duly elected to ſerve for 
the ſaid borough ; Thomas Hesketh, eſquire, who 
was alſo a candidate, by bribery, and other undue 
means, procured. himſelf to be returned for r the ſaid 
borough : and Praying & c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the cotnmittee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
2 the ſame, with their opinlon. 

January 10, 152 3. The petition of Thomas Mo- 
lineux, eſquire; the ſame in ſubſtance with the for- 
ne; was _ and referred in A* manner. 


QUEENBOROUGH. 


q T \HIS borough i is ſituate within the county "#7 Willis, 
Kent. It was firſt repreſented in parliament, "74 


in the 13th of Queen Elizabeth; and afterwards in- 

corporated by King Charles I. The journals afford 

the following memoirs of its firſt ſummons, and 
her matters relating to its elections. 
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9. 28. 


April 6, 1671. This day, Mr. Treaſurer and others - _ 


(ſee Cirenceſter) were appointed to confer with Mr, 1? 
Attorney and. Mr. Solicitor about the return of che 
burgeſſes for this and other boroughs; and to meet 
on the morrow in the afternoon, at three o'clock, in 
Mr, Treaſurer's chamber. 


gth. Report was made of the validity of bur- Ibid. 159; 


— — and ordered by Mr. Attorney's conſent, that 
the bu ſhall remain according to their re- 
turns; for that the validity of the charters of their 
towns, is Elſewhere to be examined, if need be. 

March 28th, 1679. A petition of Edward Hales, 
complaining of undue practices, uſed by the mayor 
of this borough, in returning James Herbert, eſ- 
quire, to ſerve in this preſent parliament as one of 
the burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, in injury of the 
petitioner, who was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned, was read. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

October 25, 1680. A petition of William Glan- 
ville, eſquire, was read. 

' Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
MN, with their opinion. 

January Sth. Mr. Treby reported from the ſaid 
committee touching the ſaid election, that the com- 
mittee had conſidered the matter; and come to two 
reſolutions; viz. 

That James Herbert, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
* 4 

That William Glanville, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

Whereto (they being twice read) the houſe 

December 4, 1710. A petition of Sir John Jen- 
nings, knight, was read; ſhewing, that by groſs 
bribery, and other undue practices, James Herbert, 


Q. and 


— — — — — — — 


9 ——— - — 


| 

| 
| 
1 
5 
| 


62 


Stat 2 H. 
VIII. c. 5. 


The Borough of — and County of RAD NOR. 


_ ——— 1 


this parliament for this otherwiſe the pe. 
titioner had bern choſen by the majority of legal 
electors: and praying fac relief in the premifſes, as 
to the houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 1 


ſame; with their opinion 
e eee. 
therring, that the petitioner, at the 
e ee eee he 
conceives, duly elected to ſerve for this borough; 
bur by the corrupt practices, bribery &c. of Charles 
Fauthersby, eſquire, one of the candidates, his agents, 
and friends, did procure birnſelf to be elected a burgeſs 
for the ſaid borough, in wrong of the petitioner : 
and &c. 
ein of 
privileges and cleftions, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion.” | 


6th. Ordered, that the ſaid committee be dif- 
charged from proceeding upon the ſaid petition : 
and that Mr. Herbert be at liberty to withdraw it. 
Ocober 25, 1722. A petition of John, 
——_— — HM 


was read; ſhewing, that the petitioners lodged a pet 
Gon with the cer ofthis hou wa har the, al 


Jane Like 4. 5. 4 L. Cops cad KOT. 
tleton by bribery, and other unlawful means pro- 
Eh threes wo be reuined or the fad borpugh, 


petitioners | 
Care os hills Gar of — 
an EE * 
information, that he 


Ordcred, thar it be referred to the committeg vf 
— nd clefBoas ro examine the matter, and 
report the fame, with their 

Another of Lord John Carmickaet and 
Stone Thomas King was read; ſhewing, that at 
en D parliament for but 
Ir that the pe- 
ritioners objected againſt Mr. Littleron's qualifica- 
ton, as being à commiſſioner of the navy : not- 
withſtanding fuch undue qualification, the mayor, 
recorder, jurats, and water-baihff procetded to 
elect two and took a poll for the ſaid Mr. 
Littleton ; who, with the faid John Cope, - kx wt 
ed upon the faid tmayor to retura them A bs 
law,” and the petitioner's Juft right: and pray- 

Sec. 


|. that ir be referred to the committee of 
privileges and cletiuns, wo er mine the matter, and 
report the fame. with their opinion. | 

March lich. Dan d John Carmictizet, 
eſqure, commonly called Lord Viſcount Carmi- 
Dr. have kave to 
"withdraw their petit. 


e RA DNOR County. | 
HIS is one f the twelve Welch counties, 
—.. EET in vit- 


— 


tue of the ſtatute in the 23th of Henry VIII. 
The memoirs, relating to its elections, do not oc- 
cur, amn auer the refietatiell; of which I meer 
with theſe following. * 

May 6th, 1678. Sir Chas Mepres reports from 
rhe committee of privileges and elections, touch- 
ing the election for this county, That Mr. Samuel 


Powell, by his letters and friends, defired his petition 


and claim mightbe diſmiſſed: that Sir Thomas Lirrle- 
ton, at the deſire of Mr. Powell, withdrew the faid Mr. 
Powell's petition, by the permiffion and conſent of the 
committee: and that the comtnittee reſolved, 
That the petition and claim of Mr. Samuel 
Powell to be elected for this county, and the whole 
cauſe and queſtion of return and election, be totally 
diſmiſſed * and the ſaid committee were of i opinion, 
that Richard Williams, *eſquire, be reported well 
elected, to ſerve in this parliament, as knight of the 
ſhire for this county: wherero the houſe | 
March 31, 1715. A petition of Thomas Harley, 
efquire, was read; ſhewing, that Edward Fowler, 
eſquire, high-ſherif of this county, proclaimed the 
election for the ſaid county on the gth of Febru- 
ary, 1714: That Richard Fowler, eſquire, com- 
bining with the faid high-fheriff, Mr. William 
Chamberlain, under-ſheriff, Mr. Matthew Davies, 


and others, confederares, did, by promiſes, threats, 


&c. endeavour to influence the frecholders' to vote 
for the ſaid Richard Fowler, but the majority of 
them declared for the petitioner : and that the faid 
Mr. Harley, with ſeveral freeholders, demanded of 
the deputy-ſheriff to proceed to election and return 
the petitioner, who had the majority of votes, but 
refuſed the fame: and praying &e. 

Allo a petition of divers gentlerhen, and frecholders 
of this" county, was read; mewing, that the peti- 
tioners, and the major part of the freeholders of the 
faid county, were reſolved to give their votes for 
Thomas Harley, eſquire, for the ſaid county; but 
Richard Fowler, eſquire, in confedetacy with 
Edward Fowler, eſquire, High ſheriff, Mr. William 
Chamberlain, under-ſheriff, and others, did, by 
bribes, threats, and feveral other illegal practices of 
themſelves, and agents, endeavour to procure votes 
for the ſaid Richard Fowler; and that Thomas 
Harley, eſquire, and others, frecholders, did de- 
FRY of Pda deputy- ſherifF'to proceed to elec- 

— a poll for the faid Mr. Harley, 
the ſame: and praying Xe 

Ok chat che ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of pri and elections, to 8 
the matter, and report the fare, with _ nion. 

October 19, 1722. A petition. of Sir rut 
Fowler, batonet, was tread; hewing, that at the 
election of members to ſerve in parliament for 
knights of this county, the petitioner, and Sir Hum- 
phrey Howorth, og och were candidates; that the 
ſaid Sir Humphrey, by corrupt and illegal practices, 
by himſelf, Sn agents, and in confederacy with ſe- 
veral other gentlemen, procured 'a majority upon 
the poll ; made uſe of "threats and rioting to 
werf the freeholders from coming to give their 
votes for the petitioner ; ind Uiftibuted large ſums 
of money tofeveral of the voters and treated the 
frecholders in Jeveral parts in the county; and che 
faid Sir Humphrey harh not un eſtate ſufficient to 
qualify him fer a knight of the ſhire in parliament; 
and wus . to the petitioner: 


rayi 

— ft it be referred to the committee of pri- 
gs and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with cheir bon 


January 


An- 
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ſhire of this county ; and that Sir Humphrey, with 
his agents, and in confederacy with Henry Howorth, 
Nicholas Tayter, and others mentioned in the pe- 
a majority upon the poll by their 


red front vening, md wh weld kine-wand for 
the petitioner ; and Sir alſo treated the 
freeholders in feveral places within the fard county, 
after the wefte of the writ, contrary to law, and in 


CET Es TE en ap inf 


— it w be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


RA DN OR Tow. 


r of this 
county: and as fuch, is entitled to return one 
burgeſs to parkament, in conjunction with the bo- 
roughs of Knighton, Kevenllys, Knucklas, and 
Rharder. The memoirs, relating to eleftions of 
fuch are theſe. 

June 19, 1661. Ordered, that the petition for this 
borough, which though it came not in within the 
— "he refereed > the comminet of clec- 
Sons. 


0 2 Deer March 20, 1678. A petition of Robert ® Deering, 


that zlhough he was duly 
elected to ferve for this ton; yer the bailiff of the 
town, combining with Sir Edward Harley, had, by 
an indenture, returned the faid Sir Edward Harley; 
but that the FTC 
and praying &c. _ 

Reſolved, thr die — — 
to-morjo e, to . 22 account of the wric 
for Radnorſhire. 

21ſt. Ordered, char this cerk of the: axawn be 
called in, 20 give accom working the return for 
Radnor. 


And the clerk of the crown being called in, in- 
formed the houſe, that there was no return for-this 
town e i the writ ; but 2 rewes fre” the 
county only. - 

And ene Mr. Ofttand being, called in, informed 
the houſe, that he had an indenture, which he was 
directed by the ſheriff to affix to the writ ; and that 
he had tendered it to the derk of the cron: and 
the indenture being brought up to the table; 

Ordered, that the clerk of the crown do affix the 
precept and indeatare wo the v for Radnor. 

27th, 1679. A petition of Richard Deerham, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue return of Sir Ed- 
ward Harley, to ſerve in this prefent parkament for 
this borough, in mjury of the petiiomer, was read. 

Reſolved, that the faid petition do lie upon the 
clerk's table, until Mr. Decrham do come, and own 
Ag ch. . 
to be read: and Mr. Derrbam being called to the 
bar of this houſe, did own the petition. 

Reſolved, that the fad petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges 2nd eleftiens, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

January 23, 1688. A peritiom of William Pro- 
bert, eſquire, complaining of an vadue election and 


tion for this borough, was read. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the oothmitter of 


privileges and elections, to examine the — and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 28, 1689. Ordered, that the matter touch- 
ing the election of burgeſſes for this: borough, upon 
the petition of William Probert, eſquire, be heard 
by the faid committee on Wedneſday. next. | 

April 15. Sir Joſeph Tredenham- reported the 
matter upon the ſaid petition, as follows: 

That for the petitioner, the counſel opened it 


That by the 27th; of Henry the eighth, and g5th See / Ap. 


of Henry the eighth, all the burgeſſes, as well of 
the out- boroughs, as of the ſhire-towns, of Wales 
(except for the town: of Merioneth) had a right to 
vote far a burgeſs of the ſhire · town and that in the 
county of Radnor there were five borough towns, 
who had a right to vote for a burgeſs for this bo- 
rough ; and that the majority of burgeſſes of two of 
the out-boroughs, who heard by accident of the elec- 
tion, were for Mr. Probert ; and that the reſt of the 
out- buroughs, not having any notice of the day of 
election, did not appear: and called 

James Davis, who faid, he was at the election: 
that Mr. Probert, when he came, ſaid, he had 
brought ſeveral of the out · boroughs, to vote for 
Mr. Williams; but the bailiff denied they had any 
right to vote, ſaying, they ought not to vote when 
ar uf the 25 were candidates; and declaring, he 
would return Mr. Williams, Mr. Probert demanded 
a poll; and a paper was delivered in to the bailiff, 
of the names of ſeveral of the out- burgeſſes, to 
the. number of 70, v would have voted for the 
petitioner. 

Thomas Lond aid, he was at the Aan: 
chat he heard Mr. Davis demand the poll: that Mr. 
Probert gave in a liſt of the out · burgeſſes to James 
Davis, who polled about 60 for Mr. Probert: that 
Mr. Probert had the generality of the out- burgeſſes; 
but they were refuſed, and their right denied by the 

For Mr. Williams, it was admitted, that the 
out- burgeſſes had a right of election, but inſiſted, 
that Mr. Williams had the majority, and à poll was 
never demanded: and called 

Powell, who ſaid, he was preſent at the election, 
when the Prince's letter was read: that the bailiff 
openly demanded (there being about 200 perſons 
preſent) who they thought fix to return; and all the 
perſons, as he thought, declared, with an unanimous 
acclamation, for Mr. Williams : that thereupon, 
Mr. Probert aſked the bailiff, ſhall the out- burgeſſes 
fign the indenture? and the bailiff anſwered, there 
was no indenture to be ſigned ; but it was to be 
returned by certificate, under the common ſeal. He 
ſays, when they were refuſed to ſign the indenture, 
they cried out for Mr. Probert ; but ſays, though 
he ftood near, he heard no poll demanded, 

Bendlow faid, he was preſent at the election: that 
Mr. Probert told the bailiff, he and the burgeſſes 
did vote for Mr. Williams, and joined in the accla- 
mation, after the writ was read : afterwards Mr. 
Probert aſked, if they ſhould ſign the indenture ? 
and was anfwered, there was no need of that; for 
the return mult be by certificate, under the common 
feal : chat Mr. Probert ſaid, if we ſhall not ſign 
the indenture, who do you vote for? and a 
many ſaid, A Probert : but remembers no diſcourſe 
about the right of election; though he was near 
both to the bailiff and Mr. Probert. Several others 

ſaid 


return of ne ſerve in the preſent conven- * Sic orig. 
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fad to the fame eſtect: and the committee re- 
ſolved, 5. 64 
2 Te ese We e b ape « 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough : CE LIE RY To 
by the houſe. - 


county ä 
the 25th of February, but iſſued out no precept to 


the bailiff of this borough z ſo that the election for 
this borough began not till the 17th of March: 
notwithſtanding which unwarrantable practices, the 
petitioner was duly elected by the majority of legal 
qualified voices; but the bailiff hath returned Sir 
Rowland Gwynn for the faid borough, in prejudice 
of the petitioner : and praying &. 
| Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, wo exartiine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

November 12. Mr. Grip reported the matter 
upon the faid petition : that the queſtion between 


mand er roger ee ge I 


cerning the right of election. - 
That the infiftnl, de theiaight-of 
election hes in the of Radnor, Ryader, 
Knighton, Knucklas, and Kevenlice, only: 
That the ſitting member inſiſted, that Paines- 
T 
: They ic deegeliweninhmg ths anmbeatoubhie 
Preſteigne and Paines-caſtle,were thus; for Sir Row- 
land Gwynn 172— for Mr. Harley 173.— But fe- 
veral others were excepted to, and taken off from 


Sir Rowland Gwynn's poll; and befides theſe there 


red, ee re en mho 
voted for him. 

. Preſteigne bad right, 
the counſel inſiſted upon the ſtatute of the 27th of 
Henry VIII. cap. 26. that fad The burgeſſes fee 
ſhould be levied as well of the ſhire=towns, an of 

<< other ancient within the ſame ſhire.” — 
And the record of a return for this borough, where- 
in Preſteigne and Norton were mentioned 3 but the 


record was very much torn and obliterated . alſo a 


copy of a record of an indenture of return, 307 Car. 
II. faid to be made between the bailiff of the an- 
cient borcugh of Painexccaſtle, and Group 
other towns, therein named. 


But it was ſaid by John Williams, aged 6g, nnd T 
by another aged 82, that Williams had lived at 


Preſteigne alf his time, and the other had been town- 
clerk of this 20 years z and never knew 


burgeſſes in the borough of Redinges, in the hundred of 


e ve 8 bar 2723 
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borough: 1 whereto, they being twice read, the houſe 


oounty ʒ and 8 majority of the legal 


n Lewis, eſquire, junior, who is not quali- 


refuſed to admit them, and returned Thomas Lewis, 


©. times, . 60 l. bee: i. ricfended. gelt for Forty 


That Robert Harley, eſquire, is duly clected 3 
burgeſs to ſerve in this [preſent parliament for this 


agreed ; and ordered the return to be amended. 
March 31, 11g. A petition of Edward Harley, 
eſquire, commonly called Lord Harley, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioner was a candidate at the 
laſt election for this and che other boroughs, in this 


1 "bail 
ſaid borough, refuſed to admit them, and. returned 


: and that the ſaid bailiff, Thomas Lewis, 
„and William: James, have .pretended to 
ſome hundreds of illegal burgeſſes, and polled 
them for Mr. Lewis, junior ; declaring, it was to 
exclude the petitioner and praying to be relieved. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and report 
the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 6, 1716. The petition of Edward Har- 
ley, efquire, commonly called Lord Harley, was 
read; the ſame in ſubſtapce as before,. 

_ Ordered, i it be referred 20 the commitres, of 1 pri- 


ſbewing, chat the petitiones. was a candidate at the 
laſt election for a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament 


county: ' that a great majority of legal voters ap- 
peared, and tendered their votes for the petitioner : 
but Mr. Samuel Burton, bailiff of dhe aid borough, 


eſquire, junior, who is not as the law re- 
quires, to ſerve for a borough : and that the ſaid Mr. 
R eſquize, and William 


7 vol. J. 
<* three hides, and was then, and in King William's 39 © 
<< time, held as the King's demeſne- land, who had 


*Redinges, twenty-eight. hagas, or, houſes.” Mr. 
Brady writes it was an ancient demeſne, — bo- Brady 41. 
rough, which, ſeems. to diſagree with the entry in 
Doomſday- ook. It is now a corporation, conſiſt - Willi: :; 
eee eee e e 

70. Brink. burgeſſes, 


Brady, 71 
. 


Ibid. 


Bohun, 
250. 


Dooms- 
day book. 
Willis 
Notitia, 
vol. I. 


39, 40 


Brady 4. 


Willis 43. 


pee 


Bohun, 
2 50. 


in codem burgo, &c. eligerunt. 
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burgeſſes, with other officers, In the 25th of Hen- 
ry III. a parliament was held here; and in the 41ſt 
of the ſame reign a council and alſo in the 31ſt 
Henry VI. another parliament was held here. It 
was ſummoned to ſend repreſentatives to parliament 
23d Edward I. and has ever ſince continued ſo to 
do. The right of election appeared to be in the 
burgeſſes at large, in the 11th of Henry the 
fourth, by the following extra& of the indenture: 


— Aud Jobannes Kent major wills de Readings, 


una cum omnibus burgenſibus ſuis in eodem burgo, 
preſent. mandat. aſſidue intendentes tenore præſentium 
die veneris prox. poſt feſt. natalis Domini jam ulti- 
mo præterito, bene intellexerunt, et tunc ibidem cum 
bono aviſamento dictorum majeris, et emnium burgenſium 
In the 2th of Henry 
the ſixth, the return was thus: — Teftatur, quod nos 
major et communitas burgi de Redynge ordinadimus, eli- 

„et nominavimus de communi conſlio nofliro Sc. 
In the 7th of Edward the fourth — Que Willielmus 
Bluet, et Jobannes Brode, ballivi burgi de Reddinge, et 
comburgenſes burgi pred, ex unanimi aſſenſu et conſenſu 
eligerunt. In the iſt of Mary — Quod nos major, Bur- 
genſes, et communitas burgi de Reading ordinavimus, ele- 
gimus, et nominavimus. From all theſe, the right 
ſeems to have been conſtantly in the commonalty. 
The memoirs of more modern elections, and the 
conſtruction of the word commonalty, will appear 
from the journals, as follows. 

May 23, 1685. A petition of Sir William Rich, 
baronet, and Sir Henry Fane; and a petition. of 
Samuel Houſe, and other freemen and inhabitants 
of this borough ; complaining of the undue return 
of John Breedon, and Thomas Coates, eſquires, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, in 
injury of the petitioners, was read. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges to examine the matter, and report the 
ſame, with their opinion. 

June 23. Sir Chriſtopher Muſgrave reported from 
the ſaid committee, the matter of the election of 
burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this n a 
as follows. 

That they had reſolved, that John Breedon, 
eſquire, is not duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough. 

That Thomas Coates, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That the election for this borough is a void elec- 
tion: whereto, upon their being read twice, the 
houſe agreed, and ordered a new writ for electing 
two burgeſſes for this borough. 

December 12, 1698. A petition of Sir Thomas 


Stamp, knight, was read; ſhewing, that the peti- 


tioner, and others, were candidates at the election for 
this borough ; and had the majority of legal votes ; 
and ought to have been returned with Sir Owen 
Buckingham; and yet, John Dolby, eſquire, is re- 
turned with him : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 24, 1699. A petition of Sir Thomas Stamp, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of burgeſſes 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
the petitioner, Sir Owen Buckingham, John Dolby, 
eſquire, and others, were candidates ; who ſeverally 
appointed a perion to give notice of ſuch, as they 
conceived, had no right to poll ; in order, if polled, 
to be queried and examined : but Thomas Oades, 
then mayor of this borough, forbid Edward Win- 
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chip, appointed by the petitionef, to give ſuch no- 


» tice, and ſeveral times threatned to ſtrike him if he 


did; which deterred Winchip from giving ſuch 
notice; and many were polled, who had no right: 
whereupon, the petitioner demanded a ſcrutiny ; but 
the mayor would allow him but two hours time to 
refreſh, and procure friends to aſſiſt him in the 
ſcrutiny, although 1340 perſons wete polled ; and 
the petitioner and his friends catne at the time 
and place, by the mayor appointed ; but, before 
that, he had declared the election for Sir Owen 
Buckingham and Mr. Dolby, without any ſcrutiny: 
that Mr. Dolby, by promiſes and threats, procured 
himſelf to be returned; though the petitioner had a 
majority of legal votes, and ought to have been 
returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections; and that they do examine and 
report the ſame, with their opinion therein, to the 
houſe. 


December 13. The houſe being informed, that 


the petition of Sir Thomas Stamp, touching the 


election for this borough this ſeſſion, is different 
from that which was preſented the laſt ſeſſion; 
Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the committee 
of privileges and elections, that they do examine, 
whether the petition, this ſeſſion, be the ſame in 
ſubſtance with that which was preſented the laſt 
ſeſſion; and report the ſame, with their opinion 
therein, to the houſe: and that the committee do 


the ſame, before they proceed upon the merits of the 


election. 

18th. Ordered, that the report upon this matter 
be made to-morrow morning. 

I9th. Sir Rowland Gwynn (according to order) 
reported the ſaid matter, in the following reſolutions, 
VIZ. 

That it is the opinion of the committee, that the 
petition of Sir Thomas Stamp, preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons this ſeſſion of parliament, 
touching the late election for this borough, is not the 
ſame in ſubſtance with the petition from the ſaid 
Sir Thomas Stamp, preſented to the houſe in the 
laſt ſeſſion of parliament relating to the ſaid election : 
and the petitions were read. 

Reſolved, that the houſe do agree with the com- 
mittee, that the petition of Sir Thomas Stamp, pre- 
ſented to the Houſe of Commons this ſeſſion of par- 
liament, touching the late election for this borough, 
is not the ſame in ſubſtance with the petition from 
the ſaid Sir Thomas Stamp, preſented to the houſe 
the laſt ſeſſion of parliament. 

Ordered, that the faid committee do not proceed 
any further on the ſaid petition, 

Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of Tanfield Vachell, 
eſquire, was read: ſhewing, that at the election for 
burgeſſes to ſerve in the preſent parliament for this 
borough, Sir Owen Buckingham, the petitioner, and 
Francis Knowles, eſquire, were candidates; and the 
major part of the legal voters voted for the peti- 
tioner ; and he ought to have been returned with 
Sir Owen Buckingham : that at, and before the 
election, many illegal practices were uſed by Henry 
Dean, rown-clerk of Reading, and under-ſheriff of 
the county, and others, to procure votes for Mr. 
Knowles, and deterring others from voting for the 
petitioner, by threatning them with impriſonment, 
and other puniſhments: and Mr. Knowles, and 
others on his behalf, procured ſeveral votes by 
bribery, menaces, and promiſes of reward ; and 
polled perſons receiving alms, who are not qualified 
to vote; and that the mayor hath returned Mr. 

R Knowles, 
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Knowles, to the petitioner's prejudice : and praying 
&c. P 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report tie ſame, with their opinion. 

22d. A petition of ſeveral freemen of this bo- 
rough and corporation, inhabiting there, and pay- 
ing ſcot and lot, and other freemen thereof, not 
inhabiting therein, and divers other houſeholders, 
reſiding therein, that pay ſcot and lot there, and 
other houſcholders who do not pay ſcot and lot 
there, and receive no alms or charity, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in the preſent parliament for the ſaid borough, Sir 
Owen Buckingham, Tanfield Vachell, and Francis 
Knowles, eſquires, were candidates; and Sir Owen 
Buckingham, and Mr. Tanfield Vachell, were duly 
elected by the majority of the perſons qualified as 
aforeſaid, who only have the right of election: that 
moſt of the perſons, who voted for Mr. Knowles, 
were alms- people, and ſuch as received charities, 
and therefore unqualified to vote at elections; yet 
the mayor of the ſaid borough hath returned Mr. 
Knowles with Sir Owen, in wrong to the petitioner's 
right of election: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nover aber 23, 1708. A petition of Sir William 
Rich, baronet, was read; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
tion of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough, the petitioner, Owen Buckingham, 
and Anthony Blagrave, eſquires, were candidates: 
that Mr. Blagrave, by menaces, bribery, treats, and 
other undue practices, procured ſeveral electors to 
vote for him; and others, who had no right, were 
admitted to vote for him; and he, by promiſes, 
prevailed with Francis Briſcoe, eſquire, mayor of 
Reading, to return the ſaid Mr. Blagrave, though 
the petitioner was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned in his ſtead: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid election be 
heard, on the 2d day of December next. 

A petition of ſeveral of the inhabitants of the 
ſaid borough, paying ſcot and lot within the ſaid 
borough, on behalf of themſelves, and other per- 
ſons in the ſaid borough, who pay ſcot and lot 
there, was read; ſhewing, that the ſcot and lot 
men have the right of electing burgeſſes to parlia- 
ment for the ſaid borough; and they did duly chuſe 
Sir William Rich to be their repreſentative in this 
preſent parliament, and he ought to have been 
returned one of their burgeſſes; but many perſons, 
never paying ſcot and lot ; others, receiving alms and 
charities every year z and others, no-ways qualified, 
were permitted to vote for Anthony Blagrave, 
eſquire, who hath procured himſelf to be return- 
ed; whereby the petitioners are not only depriv- 
ed of one of their repreſentatives, but their right 
of election and liberties are invaded, and taken from 
them, by perſons, no-ways entitled to vote : and 

praying &c. 
. Ordered to be heard at the ſame time with the 
merits of the ſaid election. 

December 2. The houſe proceeded in the hearing 
the merits of the ſaid election: and the counſel on 
both ſides were called in— and the petitions read. — 
And the counſel were heard; and ſuch evidences, 

as were produced, were examined ; and then with- 
drew. And after the counſel withdrew—— | 
And a motion being made, and the queſtion put, 
that the right of electing burgeſſes to ſerve in parlia- 


ment for this borough, is in the freemen and inha- 
bitants not receiving alms, and inhabitants paying 
ſcot and lot. 

Several amendments were moved, and made to the 
queſtion ; and it was reſolved, 

That the right of electing burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is in the freemen and 
inhabitants; ſuch freemen not receiving alms; and 
ſuch inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. 

The counſel being again called in, Mr. Speaker 
acquainted them with the ſaid reſolution ; and the 
counſel for the petitioners acquainted the houſe, that 
they ſhould proceed to diſqualify a great many of 
the votes for the ſitting member : whereupon they 
were directed to withdraw. 

Reſolved, that it be further conſidered on Satur + 
day morning next. 

4th. The houſe proceeded in further hearing the 
merits of this election: and the counſel being called 
in; the counſel for the petitioners proceeded to diſ- 
qualify ſeveral of the perſons, who had voted for 
Mr. Blagrave. — And objections being taken to 
ſeveral of them, upon account of their having re- 
ceived a proportion of Kendrick's charity; after 
counſel on both ſides were heard to the ſaid objec- 
tions, they withdrew. 

And a motion being made, and the queſtion be- 
ing put, it was reſolved, that ſuch perſons, as have, 
within two years laſt, received Kendrick's charity, 
or any other annual charity diſtributed within this 
borough, have not a right to vote at elections for 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament, for this bo- 
rough. 

And the counſel were called in, and acquainted 
therewith : and the counſel for the petitioners pro- 
ceeded to diſqualify other perſons, who had voted 
for the ſitting member; and afterwards withdrew. 

Reſolved, to conſider further of this election on 
Tueſday next. 

7th. Ordered to be further conſidered on Thurſ- 
day morning next. 

gth. The houſe proceeded to the further hearing 
the matter of the ſaid petition : And the counſel be- 
ing called in ; the petitioner's counſel proceeded to 
diſqualify ſeveral other perſons, who voted for Mr. 
Blagrave: and a book, covered with parchment, 
being produced by the town-clerk, to make out 
the right of one of the voters to a freedom of the 
ſaid borough ; the counſel thereupon withdrew. 

And a motion being made, and the queſtion be- 
ing put, that the parchment book, now produced 
at the bar by the town-clerk of this borough, be 
received as evidence; it was diſagreed to. 

And the counſel were called in again, to make 
out their exceptions to other voters ; and then with- 
drew. 

Ordered, that the matter be further conſidered on 
Saturday next. 

'T1th. The houſe proceeded in the further hearing 
the ſaid matter, and the counſel on both fides were 
called in, 

The petitioner's counſel proceeded to diſqualify 
ſome other of the perſons, who gave their votes, 
at the ſaid election, for the ſitting member; after 
which, ſeveral witneſſes were called, and examined 
for the petitioner, 

And, after that, the counſel for the ſitting mem- 
ber proceeded to diſqualify ſeveral of the perſons, 
who had given their votes to the petitioner, and 
to add ſuch as were refuſed; and alſo ſeveral wit- 
neſſes were called in, and examined, on behalf of 

the ſitting member. | 
| And 
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And the counſel on both ſides were heard; and 
then they withdrew. | | 

Reſolved, that Anthony Blagrave, eſquire, is du- 
ly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, for this borough. | | 

March 3d, 1713. A petition of Owen Buckingham, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that Robert Clarges, 
Felix Calvert, eſquires, and the petitioner, were 
candidates at the election for this borough; at 
which time the petitioner was duly choſen, and 
ought to have been returned : that, at the time and 
place of the election, ſeveral perſons, having an 
unqueſtionable right to vote, did object, that Mr. 
Clarges was at that time under age; and was ſuffi- 
ciently proved; therefore not qualified to ſerve for 
the ſaid borough ; notwithſtanding which, the 
mayor has returned the ſaid Mr. Clarges : that, at 
the ſaid election, ſeveral were admitted to vote 
who had no right for the ſaid Mr. Clarges, and 
others, who had a right, were refuſed; by which 
undue means, bribery, and corrupt practices, of Mr. 


Vic orig; Clarges and Mr. Calvert, and their agents, * hath 


procured themſelves to be elected, and have pre- 
vailed with the mayor to return them for the ſaid 
borough, in wrong to the peticioner : and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 26th, 1714. Ordered, that Mr. Bucking- 
ham be at liberty to withdraw his ſaid petition. 

March 30, 1715. A petition of divers inhabi- 
tants of this borough, who pay ſcot and lot within 
the ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
laſt election for the ſaid borough William Cadogan, 
eſquire, was duly choſen ; and that many perlons, 
who did not pay ſcot and lot, and divers others 
who had no right, were permitted by Mr. Wilder, 
mayor of the ſaid borough, to vote for Robert 
Clarges and Felix Calvert, eſquires; and that by 
divers illegal practices of the ſaid Mr. Clarges and 
Mr. Calvert, and agents, have procured themſelves 
to be returned in prejudice to the petitioners : and 
praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 

May 7, 1716. Ordered, that it be an inſtruction 
to the committee, that they hear the matter of the 
ſaid petition on this day ſeven- night. 

24th. Ordered, the report be received on Wed- 
neſday next. 

zoth. Mr. Hampden, according to order, report- 
ed the matter upon the ſaid petition, as follows; viz. 

That the committee have examined the merits of 
the election, 

That the petitioners counſel alledged this to be a 
borough by preſcription ; and that the right of elec- 
tion is in the inhabitants only, who pay ſcot and 
lot. 

For the ſitting members it was inſiſted the free- 
men, not receiving alms, have alſo a right of 
voting. 

To prove the petitioners allegation was produc- 
ed a copy of roll of fines 37 Henry III. Homines 


de Rading dant regi C. libr* pro quodam brevi babendo, 


quod ipfi manuteneantur in eiſdem libertatibus, quibus ufi 
fuerunt temporibus predeceſſorum regis, regum An- 


gliz : 


And the following returns to parliament ; viz. 
33 Edward I. and 1 Edward II. 19 Edward II. 
1 and 43 Edward III. Pro communitate villa: 
I 


1 Rich. II. Per communitatem ville Redyng, pro 
communitate ejuſdem ville. 

That the fitting members counſel inſiſted upon 
the ancient uſage of the town, and the laſt determi- 
nation of parliament : and called, 

Simon Finch, and others, who ſpoke for thirty 
or forty years paſt; and ſaid, that before the de- 
termination of the houſe in 1708, all houſe-keep- 
ers, and all freemen, and the eldeſt ſons of free- 
men, being of age, were allowed to vote; none 
were ever objected to, though they received alms ; 


and the common reputation was, they had all a right 
-/ 


of voting. 

In the year 1708, the houſe determined the 
right of election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, for this borough, to be in the freemen and 
inhabitants; ſuch freemen not receiving alms, and 
ſuch inhabitants paying ſcot and lot. 

The committee reſolved, 


That the right of election of burgeſſes, to ſerve 


in parliament for this borough, is in the inhabi- 


tants only, paying ſcot and lot. 


That the petitioner's counſel admitted a majority 


againſt Mr. Cadogan, and proceeded to diſqualify 
the ſitting members, on account of bribery and cor- 
rupt practices : and called | 

John Morley; who ſaid, John Baſkerville told 
him, and ſeveral others, that, on the night before 
the election, he received of William Gandy, who 
made intereſt for the ſitting members, ſix guineas 
between him and Joſeph Spire, to vote for the ſit- 
ting members. 1 

John Pigot ſaid, that after the proclamation was 
out for a new parliament, he had his freedom giv- 
en him to vote for the ſitting members, for which 
he promiſed his vote; and, about three weeks be- 
fore the election, Gandy gave him three guineas. 
Boote, junior, ſaid, that before the election, 
Gandy promiſed him a reward to vote for the ſit- 
ting members; and, after the election, gave him 
one guinea. 

Henry Morley ſaid, Daniel Graves told him, the 
night before the election, at a public-houſe, that 
Gandy had given him a guinea to vote for the fit- 
ting members, and ſhewed the money. 

Elkins faid, that Gandy and Winkfield gave 
him 21. 13 8. to vote for the fitting members: he 
gave a ſingle vote for Mr. Cadogan; and then Mr. 
Curtis, who ſollicited votes for Mr. Cadogan, gave 
him two guineas for voting : 

That Hall told him, that Gandy gave him 20. 
15. 6d. to vote for the ſitting members: 

That Buckle, junior, told him, that William 
Nokes, who made intereſt for the ſitting members, 
gave him thirty ſhillings to vote for them. And 

Samples owned he had money to vote for the 
ſitting members, but did not ſay what. 

John Morley ſaid, that John Smith told him, he 
had received ſome money to vote for the fitting 
members; but did not ſay what, or of whom he 
had it; but owned Curtis gave him money on the 
other ſide, for votes for Mr. Cadogan ; particu- 
larly, two guineas to James Hill, tor one ſide of 
his mouth, as the phraſe was for one vote ; and 
that Hill had beef and ſtrong beer for the other 
ſide of his mouth; and voted for the fitting mem- 
bers. | 

Quarrington ſaid, Mr. Gandy asked him his vote 
for the ſitting members, and gave him a guinea for 
it; and alſo paid him a ſum of three pounds, for 
whichthe witneſs had formerly given him a diſcharge, 
thinking he was not obliged to pay it; but, upon 
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Gandy's asking his vote, he inſiſted to have that 
money, and Gandy paid 1 it. 

Stanborough ſaid, in the morning of the laſt 
day of the poll, Richard Sweed offered him four 
guineas for one ſide of his mouth for the fitting 
members ; but that not doing, Zinzan, who asked 
votes for them, afterwards gave him five guineas ; 
which he EY and ſaid, they carried his 
vote. 

For Mr. Clarges * Mr. Calvert were called, 

Richard Alder, who voted for Mr. Cadogan ſin- 
gly ; and ſaid, Mr. Curtis, who diſtributed money 
about the town for votes for Mr. Cadogan, asked 
his vote, and gave him, at two different times, two 
guineas for one ſide of his mouth; and after, on 
the laſt day of the poll, gave him four guineas 
more for both ſides of his mouth; and faid, he 
would double what any other offered : that when 
he gave him the firſt money he ſent for him to the 
Black-Boy, in Reading, where he had a bag of 
about 50 or .60'i guineas before him, and about 
thirty voters; that he went away upon receiving 
the money, and did not fee any given to the 
others: 

He added, they never had before ſuch gifts for 
voting, and was afraid, they ſhould never have the 
. again. Jo 

William Hall ſaid, Curtis follicited votes for Mr. 
Cadogan and gave, at two different times, three 
guineas for one ſide of his mouth for him, with a 
promiſe he ſhould have as much as any body ; 
and after, in the morning before the election, Dr. 
Harriſon brought him four guineas more upon 
the ſame account; which not ſatisfying the witneſs 
(becauſe he was to have as much as any body) he 
offered to return the ſix guineas; upon which ma- 
jor Hall, who ſollicited votes for Mr. Cadogan, 
threw him another guinea, ſaying, it would be a 
ſcandal to him, if one of his name ſhould be 
againſt the general : that he believed, that there 
was a quart of guineas in the bag, which Curtis 
had at the Black-Boy, and gave away to thoſe who 
went to him : that Bingley told him he had been 
and received a guinea; and Wright ſaid to him, 
he had three guineas for his vote for Mr. Cadogan. 

John Cooper ſaid, that Holloway told him, he 
had three or four guineas for his vote for Mr. Ca- 
dogan, but did not ſay from whom: 

That John Elkins ſhewed him five or ſix gui- 
neas, which he ſaid Mr. Curtis gave him for his 
vote for Mr. Cadogan : that the laſt day of the 
election, Stephen Atwater offered him fix guineas 
to vote for Mr. Cadogan; and the witneſs ſaying 
he. would not do it for fifty, Atwater gave him 
three guineas to go out of the way a fiſhing, that 
afternoon, which he did, having voted for the ſit- 
ting members the day before; which Atwater not 
diſcovering till afterwards, he came and told the 
witneſs there was a miſtake in taking his money af- 
ter he had voted on the other ſide z to which he an- 
{wered, he had not miſtaken if Lother had: that he 
went a fiſhing according to his bargain and would 
keep the money; but he returned him two of 
the three guineas upon Atwater's making a work 
for them, and ſaying, the general had promiſed him 
a place in the Cuſtom-Houſe, and it would be a loſs 
to him. 

Holloway ſaid, Curtis gave him three guineas to 
vote for Mr. Cadogan, which he did. 

Haskins ſaid, Curtis, at twice, before the elec- 
tion, gave him four 
gan; and afterwards, during the poll, the witneſs 

ET», I 


pounds to vote for Mr. Cado- 


declaring his mind was changed, and he would re- 
turn the money, Curtis gave him five guineas more, 
and Elkins gave him one guinea more; and El- 
kin's gave Lovegrove. a guinea, who declared he 
would not poll till he had more money : being 
croſs-examined, he owned he was offered beer, bur 
no money, for the ſitting members ſide. 

Watmore ſaid, a night or two before the election, 


major Hall gave him ſix guineas to vote for Mr. 


Cadogan. 

Pither ſaid, Curtis gave him five guineas to vote 
for general Cadogan. 

Cordery ſaid, Curtis gave him forty ſhillings at 
one time, and fix guineas at another, to vote for 
general Cadogan ; and he ſaid Curtis gave John 
Smith forty ſhillings, but he voted for the ſitting 
members. 

It appeared by the evidence that Mr. Cadogan 
was not at Reading at the time of the late election, 
and moſt of the bribed voters, on either fide, were 
only freemen, and not inhabitants that paid ſcot 
and lot at the time of the election. 

The committee reſolved, * 


That Robert Clarges, eſquire, is not duly elect- 


ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

That Felix Calvert, eſquire, is not duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough. 

That William Cadogan, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

The ſeveral reſolutions being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe. 

Reſolved, the late election of burgeſſes for this 
borough, is a void election. N 

June 19. A petition of Felix Calvert, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of 3 for this borough, Charles Cadogan, 
Owen Buckingham, eſquires, and the petitioner, 
were candidates: that the petitioner was duly elect- 
ed for the ſaid borough by a majority of uncor- 
rupted votes; but the ſaid Mr. Cadogan and Mr. 
Buckingham, by bribery and other undue practices 
by themſelves, and agents, have procured them- 
ſelves to be elected, in prejudice to the petitionei: 
and praying &c. 

_ *Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

February 21ſt. The petition of Felix Calvert, 
eſquire, in ſubſtance the ſame with the former. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and report 
the ſame, with their opinion. 

December 9, 1717. Ordered a warrant for a 
new writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in 
the room of Owen Buckingham, eſquire, made 
a commiſſioner of the Victualling- office. 

October 18, 1722. A petition of Charles Cado- 
gan and Richard Thompſon, eſquires, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the election of members to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, the petitioners and 
Anthony Blagrave, and Clement Kent, eſquires, 
were candidates: the petitioners would have had a 
majority, but by bribery, threats, and other indi- 
rect practices, made uſe of by the ſaid Mr. Bla- 
grave and Mr. Kent, and through the partiality of 
Richard Richards, the mayor, procured themſelves 
to be returned, in manifeſt wrong to the en 
ers: andpraying &c. 


1 


nne's 


4 Regiſter, 


1094. 


See poſtea. 


D'Ewes 
journal 


156. 


Ib. 159. 


1 
«as ak a ts am * as. 0 ld Doo. _ ot 


1094 


D'Ewes 
journal 
156. 


Id. 159. 


nne's 


egen ed after, until the 13th of Queen Elizabeth, when 


See poſtea. 


The Borough of EasT ReTFORD. 


Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter thereof, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 


EAST RETFORD. 


HIS borough is ſituate within the county of 
Nottingham; and was firſt ſummoned to par- 
liament in the gth of Edward II. but never return- 


it became again ſummoned, tho? its right was queſ- 
tioned; whereof, and other memoirs relating there- 
to in reſpect of its elections, theſe following occur. 

April 6th, 1571. This day, Mr. Treaſurer, and 
others, were appointed to confer with Mr. Attor- 
ney, and Mr. Solicitor, about the return of bur- 
geſſes for this, and other boroughs, and to make a re- 

rt, 

Report was made of the validity of. bur- 

geſſes, and ordered by Mr. Attorney's conſent, the 

burgeſſes ſhould remain according to the returns ; 

— their charters to be examined elſewhere, if need 
be. (See Cirenceſter.) 

May 28th, 1624. Mr. Glanville reported con- 
cerning this borough, Lord Darcy his ſon returned, 
who dead. To let this ſleep, and pals it over. —So 
reſolved by the houſe. 

Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Sir Willoughby 
Hickman, baronet, was read ; ſhewing, that, at the 


election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this 


borough, the petitioner, John Thornhaugh, and Tho- 
mas White, eſquires, were candidates : That the pe- 
titioner deſired of Edward Jackſon and William 


Peet, bailiffs of the ſaid borough, to admit the pe- 


titioner, or ſome other friends for him, into the 


place of election, to ſee that the election was fairly 


made ; but they refuſed ſo to do; and ſometime 


before the election, disfranchiſed fereral perſons, 


and at the election refuſed others to come into the 
chamber, that demanded to vote for the petitioner; 


and admitted others to vote for Mr. White, that had 
no right: and the ſaid bailiffs, and Mr. White, 


uſed many other undue practices, whereby Mr. White 
procured himſelf to be returned, although the peti- 
tioner was duly elected: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the mat- 
ter, with their opinion. 

April 11, 1701. Ordered to be 3 on 
Tueſday next. 

15th, Sir Rowland Gains, according to order, 
reported the matter upon the ſaid petition z viz. 

The firſt thing that came in queſtion, was the 
right of election: the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, 
that the right was in the burgeſſes, being freemen, 
at . 
The counſel for the. fitting member inſiſted, that 
it was only in the freemen reſident in the borough. 

Upon the poll the numbers were, for Mr. White 
24.— For the petitioner 17. 

To prove the right of election, for 2 petitioner, 
was called William Bunby; who ſaid, that Sir Ed- 
ward Nevill voted above fourteen years ago, and in 
ſeveral eleftions, and continued an alderman : that 
his .brother Richard Bunby continued auditor, 
and voted when not reſident : that Rawſon was 


out of town above a year and day, voted at laſt 


election, and had been a ſoldier for three years; 
but it was owned, that his wife had been reſi- 
dent: that William Gabitas voted. a dozen years 
ago in the election of an alderman, or junior bailiff; 


and Robert Maſon voted the laſt election before this. 


PazT II. 


Lawrence King ſaid, that, in King Charles IId's 
time, John Ryley had lived above a year and an half 
out of town, at Wheatly ; was ſent for to vote; 
and his vote was not queſtioned, 

Moody ſaid, that Atkinſon continued alderman, 
when out of town, and has voted for officers ; bur 
himſelf had lived out of town twenty years, 

They alſo inſiſted, that the non-reſident burgeſſes 
were only excluded by an order of the corporation z 
and they produced an order, in an ancient book, 
made by the bailiffs and aldermen ; by which ſeve- 
ral perſons, not reſident within the borough, are, 


by name, diſabled and exempted from voting at 


any election whatſoever: and, in the ſame order, 
it is ordered, eſtabliſhed, and decreed, by the bai- 
liffs and aldermen, that, if any burgeſs, or bur- 
geſſes of the borough ſhall, at any one time here- 
after, remove his, or their dwelling, or dwellings, 
forth of the liberties of the ſaid borough, and ſhall 
ſo continue for one whole year; then all and every 
ſuch burgeſs and burgeſſes ſhall from thence be 
diſabled to vote at any election whatever within the 
ſaid borough, _ 

That, for Mr. White, it was inſiſted, that the 
non-reſidents had no vote : and called 

Richard Brownlow who was an apprentice at 
this borough, in 1651; William Jeſſup, who had 
known this borough 46 years; and Marmaduke Cot- 
ton, who had known the borough 40 years: and 
they ſaid, they took the cuſtom of the borough to 
be, That if any freeman was abſent one year and 
one day, he loſt his right to vote: Jeſſop ſaid, there 
was ſome order to this purpoſe. 

Brownlow ſaid, he was denied his vote, bein 
non-reſident, though he lived but half a mile from 
the town : and Cotton ſaid, Popple could not vote, 
though he lived within a quarter of a mile of Ret- 
ford. 

That the committee hereupon reſolved, 

1. That the right of electing members, to ſerve in 
parliament, for this borough, is as well in the bur- 
geſſes non-reſident, as in the burgeſſes W with- 
in the borough. 

That the petitioner's counſel proceeded to give 
evidence of ſuch who had a right, and would have 
voted for the petitioner, and were refuſed : and by 
the town books it appeared, that Richard Bunby, 
John Hodgkin, William Gubitas, Robert Maſon, 
George Popplewell, were disfranchiſed : the firſt 
four for non-reſidence, and the others by the bay- 
liffs and aldermen, without conſent of the bur- 
geſſes. 

William Nichols ſaid, that John Leary was the 
eldeſt ſon of a freeman; and was ſworn by William 
Popplewell, the junior bailiff : and this drew on 
another ; z Viz. the qualification for free- 
dom. 

The petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that all the ſons of 

freemen, and all ſuch who had ſerved an apprentice- 
ſhip, had a right to their freedom. 
The ſitting member's counſel did not controvert 
the right by ſervice; but inſiſted, that no perſon 
had a right by patrimony, but the eldeſt ſon born 
after his father was made a freeman. 

The petitioner's counſel called William Bunby ; 
who ſaid that himſelf and Robert Maſon were both 
younger ſons of freemen ; and were made free, as 
ſuch, about eleven years ago. 

Thomas Moody ſaid, he was a ſecond ſon of a 


freeman, and ſerved an apprenticeſhip at Mans- 


field ; and he, and his two younger brothers, were 
| 8 made 
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madle free by his father's copy, paying the court 
William Moody, the eldeſt fon, was called; and 
confirmed the teſtimony of his brother: and ſaid, 
William Smith, the younger ſon of a freeman, was 
made free; and he never knew any freeman's ſon 
denied, paying the court - fees. 

That, as to the perſons ſo entitled, and refuſed, 
Nicholls faid, that Colton, junior, is the only fon 
of a freeman: that Robert Reed and John Hodg- 
kin are eldeſt ſons of freemen : that Bonefont, At- 
kinſon, and Colton, were the ſons of freemen ; and 
beſides, Atkinſon has been an apprentice : that 
Bonefont and Colton had demanded their freedoms, 
and were fworn by Popplewell, the junior-bailiff, 
in 1698 ; and all the others, ſome time before the 
election, had demanded their freedoms, and would 
have voted for the petitioner: 

That it was owned, there had been a court ſince 
Michaelmas: but Nicholls ſaid, becauſe they were 
threatened, they durſt not offer themſelves, leſt they 
ſhould be committed : and one of them, Bonifant, 
was committed; but it was the election before this. 

Martin Colton ſaid, that John Stevenſon and 
Thomas Ryley had ſerved him ſeven years; and 


had demanded their freedom, and were denied: the 


exception to Stevenſon was, that, by a covenant 
in his indenture, he was obliged to ſerve the Lon- 
don carrier as a Porter, as he did before he 'was 
bound an apprentice z and did attend the ſaid carrier 
once a week, as his porter: the exception to Ry- 
ley was, that his indentures were out ſo long, be- 
fore he claimed his freedom; that it cauſed a ſuſpi- 
cion. There was alſo Thomas Clark, who had 
ſerved his apprenticeſhip five years to a freeman, 
when his maſter died; and it was faid, there was 
no other of the tue in town; and thefe would 
have voted for the petitioner. _ 

That they then proceeded to give evidence of in- 
direct prattices.— That it did appear, that, at 
this election, the doors were ' ſhut, and none but 
freemen refident admitted to be preſent. | 

Francis ſaid, the Duke of Newcaftle's ſteward 
promiſed to help him to an exciſeman's place, if he 
would vote for Mr. White: and Johnſon ſaid, the 
ſteward did make intereſt for Mr. White. 

Stephen Johnſon ſaid, Richard Wann, who vot- 
ed 1 Mr. White, declared he could not have 
been, for the petitioner, for he owed a debt to one 
Dunſtan; and if he would vote for Mr. White, he 
would forgive him the debt. 5 

John Appleby ſaid, that, about a. fortnight be- 
fore Michaelmas, Mr. Reynolds, junior, told him, 
if he would vote for Mr. Thornhaugh and his friend, 
he would ſpeak to che bailiff to give him his 
freedom, 

Clark ſaid, the bailiff asked him in November, 
if he had a mind to be made free; and he ſaid, yes, 
if he might vote as he pleaſed; to which the bailif 
replied, he had no more to ſay. 

"Then the count for Mr. White tofiſted to add 
bon ur , Per i take from the petitioner's 
poll; and allo ſhew indirect practices by the peti- 
tioner. | 

' Thar, as to the right and manner of making free; 
Reynolds ſaid, the. manner of making free was, 
That ſuch, as deſired freedom, come to the bailiffs 
and make their requeſt; wh bid them acquaint 
the aldermen with it; and, if *a at the next 
court, they were adthiitted to theit freedom : that he 
had known the corporation 30 6r 40 years, and ne- 
ver Knew a younger ſon made fret. 


witneſſes 1 to 


And Holland fail, Martin Colton tame into 
court, on the 23d of September, to demand his 
freedom; and was told he might have it next court. 

Walker ſaid, Colton told him in October laſt, 
he might have had his freedoth, bur he would fave 
his money to buy an hat. 

Reynolds ſaid, Robert Reed was born an yeat or 
two before his father was made free; and he never 
thonght any had right to claim, in cafe they were 


born before their fathers were made free; and that 


Mr. Jackſon was, for that reaſon, made free by re- 
demption, though the elder fon of = freethan, hav- 
mg been refuſed nine of ten years: and, he ſaid, 
they commonly have the conſent of the -tmajor part 
of the aldermen, in the cafe of making free; am 
he never knew the junior bailiff hold a court for 
that purpoſe. 

To this it was anſwered, as to Atkinſon, he had 
not ſerved out his time; to Stevenſon, that he had 
ſerved part of his time with the carrier. 

Booth faid, that Ryley, on the 23d of laſt Sep. 
tember, defired his freedom, and produced inden- 
tures of an old date; and the court deſired to be ſa- 
tisfied of his ſervice ; and they never heard of him 
fince : and Clark had ſerved but five years. 

Then they excepted to four, who had no vores : 
and called William Bellamy and Williatn Booth ; 
who ſaid, that, about the middle of November, 
Fox told them, when he took Gabitas's ſhop, it was 
on condition he ſhould vote as Mr. Whartoh 
pleaſed.” 

Booth faid, Buttery was very poor, and had' two 
ſhillings yearly, for ſeveral years of Mr. Wharton's 
money, which was commonly paid in April and 
May. | a 

Bellamy faid, Hoskins was at Edward Thorn- 


ſon's and Bellamy's, drinking Mr. White heafth, 


and faid, he believed Mr. White was an honeft gen- 
tleman ; but he owed Mr. Wharton and Mr. Ni- 
cholls money, and durft not võte for Mr. White, 
becauſe they would arreft him; and tears ran down 
his face: that Martin Cotton receives twenty ſhil- 
lings per annum of Clerk's chatity, and is z very 
poor man, and excuſed his rerit by the corpora- 
tion, in reſpect of his poverty; yet it was own- 
ed that he was free, and had always voted. ' 

To add to the poll, the ſitting member's counſel 
called Mr. Lowther ; who ſaid, that, at the 
of Mr. Tucker, he demanded: of the bailiff, that 
Mr. Thornhaugh, Mr. Jeſſop, Mr. Brownlow, and 
Mr. Storrs, might be polled for Mer. Thornhaugh 
and Mr. White. 

Mr. Jeſſop ſaid, that thi four wete ill it rown 
at this election, and were freemen, though not re- 
ſident; and particularly, that the three feſt had de- 
manded to be polled. 

That as to the the dsc at de cite, 
it appeared to have deen the practice at feveral 
elections. 

That the counſel for Mr. White called ſeveral 
bribery on the petitioner's behalf. 

Holland faid, that Greathead, of Workfopp, told 
her, if ſhe could perſuade her Rusband to vote for 
the petitioner, ſhe ſhould have from him” 10 l. and 
afterwards twenty guineas: and Mr. Nicholls asked 
ber, if her husband did not deal in wild leather; and 
told her if he would be for the petitioner, lee mould 
have the income of three parks : that ſhe rol Het 
husband of it the night before rhe election; Bur hie 
vored for Mr. White ant Mr. Thornhaugk. 


Witliam Holland faid; in the Chriſtmas, Grear- 


head told him, — > 4 
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reſt; and if he would vote for the petitioner, he 
would give him 10. and afterwards, upon an invi- 
tation to his houſe, offered him the faid 10 J. to 
carry home with him. | 

Edward Moor ſaid, that ſix days before the elec- 
tion, Nicholls ſent for him, and aſked him, if he 
wanted money ? and he telling him, he did want 
501; Nicholls offered it him, in caſe he would vote 
for the petitioner : and Firth offered him the cloſe, 
if he would ſo vote, with 407. or 501. to ſtock it; 
which is now taken by another. 

Palfryman ſaid, Wharton came to his houſe a 
little before the election, and aſked his vote for the 
petitioner 3 and would have given him money; and 
afterwards he was at Mr. Nicholls's, and offered mo- 
ney again; and they put their hands in their pockets, 
but did not ſhew them any money. 

Cotton ſaid, that on the 1 3th of Feb. laſt, Mr. Ni- 
chollscame to the hoſpital, where he lives, and threat- 
ned him, if he concerned himſelf to tell thecuſtoms of 
the town or any thing elſe, he ſhould be put out of 
the hoſpital ; and hath ſince heard, that his pay is 
ſtopped : but it was owned, that upon a quarrel, 
Cotton had ſtruck a man over the head. 

| Rawſon ſaid, he was threatned, if he voted for 
Mr. Thornhaugh and Mr. White, he ſhould be ar- 
reſted ; and he did vote fo, and was arreſted three 
times on the election-day. 

Bellamy faid, that Mr. Hoar, ſenior, upon the 
Sth of January laſt, came unto Thompſon's, and 
ſaid, he was for the petitioner, and for ſuch gentle- 
men, as were for the country, and not for the 
King; for he ſaid, when the parliament gave four 
ſhillings in the pound, the country got no more 
than the advantage of two ſhillings and fix-pence : 
and ſaid, Mr. White ſhould not fit in the houſe. 

Bellamy and Lowther ſaid, Mr. White was in- 
vited by the corporation, and defired to be excuſed , 
whereupon the corporation would have had Mr. Hew- 
et to ſtand, who excuſed himſelf for want of health; 
and after Mr. White accepted it : and Lowther 
ſaid, it was offered to young Mr. Thornhaugh, who 
declined it, before Mr. White declared. Upon this 
evidence the committee reſolved, 

That Thomas White, eſquite, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


That it is the opinion of this committee, that 
Sir Willoughby Hickman, baronet, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


The three refolutions being read twice, were 
agreed to'by the houſe. | 5 

January 3. A petition of Sir Willoughby Hick- 
man, baronet, and William Levinz, eſquire, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the election of a burgeſs 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
the petitioners, John Thornhaugh, and Thomas 
White, efquires, were candidates: that William 
Bellamy, and John Reynolds, the bailiffs of this 
borough, refuſed to poll ſeveral perſons who had a 
right, and demanded to be polled for the petitioners; 


ſeveral of which were achudged by the laſt parliament 


to have a right to vote; upon which the petitioner, Sir 
Willoughby Hlickman, was by that parliament de- 


egal practices; 
by which means Mr. Thornhaugh and Mr. White, 


have unjuſtly procured the fad bafliffs to return 
them, in wrong of the petitioners, and the legal 
electors : and praying &c. 3 
Ordered to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. | 

March 17. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported the 
matter upon the ſaid petitions, as follows: The 
poll was, for Mr. Thornhaugh 31 — for Mr. White 
28— for Sir Willoughby Hickman 25-—for Mr. 
Levinz 22.— The right of election was agreed to 
be in the freemen or burgeſſes; but the queſtion 
was, whether the younger ſons of freemen had a 
right to demand their freedom? 

For the petitioners, it was inſiſted, they had ſick 
right; but, for the ſitting membets, the contrary : 
and for the petitioners, were called Thomas Movdy, 
who had known this borough go years; Willizm 
Moody, aged 69, and Williani Bunby, above 40; 
who ſaid, the younger ſons of freetnen had a right 
to their freedom: and Movdy and Bunby ſaid, they 
were both the youtiger ſons of freemen, and fo 
admitted on payment of the court-fees. 

Thomas Moody faid alſo, his younger brother 
was made free: and William Moody, the elder 
brother, ſaid the ſame; and thitee of the Smiths 
were made free in right of their father's copy, 
about 40 years ago; and three of the Caltons abour 
50 years ſince. | | 

Busby ſaid, when he was made free, one Maſon, 
a younger brother, was made free: and Robert 
Maſon faid the ſame. And Bunby and Maſoh ſaid, 
they were ſummoned to take up their freedom; ot 
otherwiſe, threatned to have their ſhops ſhut » 7 

They alſo inſiſted on ſome admittances of free- 
men in the book; viz. two of 13 Car. I. in theſe 
words — Ad banc curiam venit Henricas Johnſon ; et 
petit, quod ipſe, et Willielmus, et Jobannes Jobnſon 
fil. ipfius Henrici, et heredes maſculi de corpore ſuo, de 
cætero fint burgenſes ville et burgi pred. et ſuper hoc 
predia. Henricus juratus et ſecundum cbinſuetudinem 
ville et burgi pred. et eſt inde burgenſ. et juramen. 
tune pred. Willielmi et Johannis, reſpett. quouſque ad 
etatem attingunt. | 

Ad hanc curiam venit Tbomas Fraunce , et petit, 
quod ipſe et Henricus Frainite, Ricardus Fraunce, et 
Thomas Fraunce fil. pred. Thome, heredes maſtuls 
de corpore ſuo, de cætero fint burgenſes ville et burgi 
pred. et ſuper boc pred. Thomas Frailuce juratus eff ; 
and the ſwearing the others, reſpited till they come 
of age, as before, 8 

They alſo produced an entry of the admittance in 
another book, of Gilbert Welſh, a younger fon, to 
his freedom, on the 28th of September 1635, in 
theſe words.— Whereas Gilbert Welſtti, ſecond fon 
of Richard Welſh, did this day take up his free- 
dom, and was ſworn a burgeſs of the fame town; 
it is nevertheleſs, agreed upon, ordered and decreed, 
by and with the conſent of the faid Gilbert Welſh, 
that he, the ſaid Gilbert Welſh, ſhall not, in re- 
ſpect of the ſaid freedom have, claim, or challenge, 
any ſtall or ſtanding in the Moot-hall of the ſaid 
rown, unleſs he do compound and pay for the 
ſame, as foreigners do; neither ſhall have, claim, 
or challenge, any ſtall or ſtanding in the market- 
place, any ways to let or diſpoſe of the ſame to any 
others ; but ohly to ſtand there himſelf, if he ſee 


They alto offered the report fot this borough, 
the laſt parliament ; but there being no reſolution 
upon the point, it was not read. 


To 
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72 
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To anſwer this, the counſel. for the ſitting mem - 
bers called William Jeſſop, who had known Ret- 
ford 47 years, D in the bo- 
rFOU h 1 

John Reynolds, how in this barugh, and lived 
in it ever ſince, aged 54 years; 

James Maſon, aged 54 years, and had known 
this borough 35 years; who teſtified, That no perſon 
had a right to demand their freedom, but ſuch as 
were the eldeſt ſons of freemen, or had ſerved an ap- 
prenticeſhip to ſome freemen : and Jeſſop ſaid, no 
others were admitted in his time; but he had been 
out of town 16 years: Reynolds ſaid, one Thomas 
Sorely, a younger ſon of John Sorely, never de- 
manded his freedom : that Richard Colton, a fourth 
ſon, paid 20 ſhillings fine for his freedom : and Ma- 
ſon ſaid, William Bunby paid the like ſum for his 
freedom. 

They alſo read an entry, in the 2oth of Eliz. in 
theſe words: — Ad hanc curiam tent. 3*. die Novembris 
coram Edwardo Spuy, Edwardo Maſon, et Johanne 
Fletcher, ballivis ibidem, anno regni Regine Elizabethe, 
Sc. 20. of petiit, quod ipſe et heredes maſculi de cetero 
ſint burgenſes et liberi in villa prediaa, et admiſſus eſt, 
et pred. Thomas juratus : et poſiea, in eadem curia, com- 


Poſuit pro liberatione filii ſui prius nati ; viz. Roberti 


Tuppman, qui etiam eſt liber et . 

That 1 petitioners called, by way of confront- 
ing, William Bunby and Robert Maſon, who had 
been examined before ; and they perſiſted in it, that 
they were younger ſons, and made free, paying the 
court- fees: and Maſon ſaid, the ſum was 5's. and 
6d. or 5s. and 8d. whereupon the committee re- 
fred, | 
That the younger ſons of the freemen of this 
8 have not a right to demand their freedom, 
of this borough. | 

Then the counſel for the petitioners proceeded» to 
give an account of others, who were entitled to 
their freedom, and were refuſed to vote. 

Leary ſaid, John Leary, junior, was his eldeſt 
ſon, and had ſerved him 7 years, as an apprentice, — 
Bunby ſaid, had ſerved 7 years with his 
father, and was made free by Popplewell. 

Smith ſaid, that Martin Colton was his father's 
eldeſt ſon, and lived with his father all his time; 
and his father was free. Bunby and Leary ſaid, 
John Hodgkin was eldeſt ſon of a freeman: and 
Leary ſaid, W before he 


(Leary) was born. 


Smith ſaid, Thomas Bonefont was made free by 


Popplewell, having ſerved his father ſeven years. 
—Bunby ſaid the ſame. of John Colton, junior, 


who ſerved his father 7 years, and was made free 


by Popplewell. —— Bunby ſaid, John Colton, junior, 
did the ſame, and was made free by Popplewell. — 
Leary ſaid, Stephenſon and Ryley 2 ved ſeven 
years to the ſame maſter, within two doors of 
him——That George Popplewell gave ſeven pounds 


for his freedom. That John Colton, Thompſon, 


and Goodall, are eldeſt ſons of freemen ; but could 


not 3 they were born after their fathers were 
made free: that Thomas Colton, and Stephen 


Hodgkin, ferved ſeven years to their fathers : that 
Woodland ferved ſeven years to one Moody, 
butcher. | 

Smith ſaid, that John Colton, Thompſon, 
Goodall, and Soresby, were eldeſt ſons of free- 
men; but could not ſay, they were born after their 
fathers were made free : that, Thomas Calton, Ri- 
chard Bonefont; Stephen Hodgkin, William Good- 


— 
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all, and William Woodhead, ſerved apprenticeſhips , 
but could not ſay, whether bound by indenture. 
They proved alſo, that Martin Colton demanded 
his freedom ſeveral years: that John Hodgkin, 
John Goodall, Thomas Bonefont, Thomas Soresby, 
John Calton, Thomas Calton, Savil Atkinſon, 
Richard Bonifont, John Stephenſon, Stephen Hodg- 
kin, Thomas, Riley, William Goodall, Thomas 
Clark, William Woodhead, William Thomſon, 
had demanded their freedoms. 

That as to their offering to poll, they called 
William Nicholls; who ſaid, John Leary, George 
Popplewell, Martin Calton, John Calton, John 
Hodgkin, William Thompſon, Thomas Bonefont, 
John Goodall, John Colton, Thomas Calton, Sa- 
muel Atkinſon, Richard Bonifant, John Stephen- 
ſon, Stephen Hodgkin, Thomas Riley, William 
Goodall, Thomas Clark, William Woodhead, all 
offered to poll for Sir Willoughby Hickman and Mr. 
Levinz, and were refuſed; as was Soresby, who 
would have polled for Sir Willoughby Hickman and 
Mr. Thornhaugh. 

The petitioners counſel obſerved, that the firing 
members voted for themſelves: to which it was 
anſwered, Sir Willoughby Hickman did the like. 

The ſitting members counſel inſiſted, they ſhould 
diſqualify ſome, on account of their having received 
charity : that Popplewell had no right to make any 
free, he being disfranchiſed; and that the perſons, 
ſaid to have a right, had not demanded in time: 

And called Maſon, who ſaid, Buttry had receiv- 
ed two ſhillings yearly, for ſeveral years, of Whar- 
ton's charity: that Martin Calton received, of 
Clark's charity : he did not ſee it paid; but his 
name is in the book of Wharton's charity. 

William Booth ſaid, that Buttry had two ſhillings 
yearly paid him ſeveral years: that he ſaw it given 
to his wife the laſt year except one. 

Hodſon ſaid, about a week before the election, 
Nicholls aſked his vote for Sir Willoughby Hick- 
man ; and Mr. Levinz ſhould get him a place of 
twenty or thirty pounds a year, and give him money: 
and Mr. Nicholls, when he went away, gave him five 
ſhillings. 

Jeſſop ſaid, Johnſon's father was not free; and he 
was not bound to a freeman. 

Skelton ſaid, Leary's father was aſked to ſwear 
his ſon was made free; and would not. — Walker 
ſaid, he heard Martin Colton ſay, he could have 
his freedom, but could vote for parliament men 
without it, and keep his money to buy cloaths. — 
Skelton ſaid, that Calton did not ſerve a freeman, 
but was put out to one of the town-waits, who died 
about two years after Calton had been with him. 

Saville Atkinſon's indenture to Skelton was pro- 
duced, dated the 15th of October 1668 ; and by 
certificate it appeared, that Skelton was buried on 
the 27th, of January 1672 : It was faid in behalf 
of the petitioners, that there was no other of that 
trade in the town : | 

That, as to John Stephenſon, it was ſaid, he was 
apprentice to Calton, à ſhoemaker, yet he ſerved 
Huntington by Calton's conſent. 

Jackſon ſaid, he was bailiff laſt year; and that 


a Riley never demanded his freedom of him. 


Booth ſaid, that Riley produced a pairof indentures, 


dated in 1660; but the date was raſed, and made 


1670: That Popplewell was disfranchiſed; and his 
disfranchiſement, April 11, 1699, was read; which 
was by the bailiffs and aldermen ſubſcribing chat 
dufranchifement. | g 

Reynolds 
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Reynolds ſaid, the court, where the freemen ap- 
plied, was a court-baron, and therefore an impro- 
per court. | 

Serjeant Selby inſiſted, that Popplewell was not 
legally disfranchiſed ; for it ought to have been done 
the corporation. 
ley Cozens ſaid, that Mrs. Moody, the Wed- 
neſday before the election, had deſired her husband's 
vote for Sir Willoughby Hickman and Mr. Levinz ; 
and ſaid, ſhe would lay down 7 J. and ſhe ſhould 
take it up: that ſhe told her husband, who ſaid, he 
would- be a freemen : and afterwards ſhe told Mrs. 


Moody of it, who ſaid, if ſhe could prevail with 


her husband, ſhe ſhould have ten pounds, before 
he went into the hall. — Whereupon the committee 
reſolved, 

2. That John Thornhaugh, eſquire, is-duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough. 

3. That Thomas White, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough. £ 

The three ſeveral reſolutions, being read twice, 
were agreed to by the houſe. 

Oct. 26, 1702. A petition of Sir Willoughby 
Hickman, baronet, and William Levinz, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election of burgeſſes, 
to ſerve in this parliament, for this borough, the 
petitioners, and John Thornhaugh and Thomas 
White, eſquires, were candidates: that William 
Bellamy and John Reynolds, bailiffs of the ſaid bo- 
rough, exerciſed an arbitrary and illegal power, in 
admitting ſeveral perſons to be free, contrary to 
the rights and cuſtoms of the ſaid borough ; and 
entering them on the poll as votes for Mr. Thorn- 


haugh and Mr. White: and did alſo refuſe to ad- 


mit, and enter upon the poll, ſeveral perfons who 
had a right to vote, and did declare and demand 
their votes for the petitioners : by reaſon whereof, 
and other undue practices, Mr. Thornhaugh ard 
Mr. White have procured themſelves to be return- 
ed, although the petitioners had a majority of le- 
gal votes, and ought to have been returned: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and report 
the ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that the committee do appoint a particu- 
lar day of the week, which the committee do not uſu- 
ally fir upon, to hear the matter of the ſaid petition. 

Ordered, that they hear it on the 19th day of No- 
vember next. | 

Nov. 24th. Ordered to be reported on Saturday 
next. 
28th. Mr. Bromley, according to order, reported 
the matter; viz. that upon the poll the numbers 
were, for Mr. Thornhaugh 77; for Mr. White 74; 
for Sir Willoughby Hickman 39; for Mr. Levinz 38. 
But the petitioners . inſiſted, they ſhould take from 


the poll for the ſitting members, as many as would 


make a majority for the petitioners. 

The right of election was agreed to be in the bai- 
liffs and burgeſſes: but they did not agree, how 
they were qualified to be burgeſſes. —— For the pe- 
titioners it was inſiſted, none ought to be made free 
of this borough, but the ſons of freemen, and ſuch, 
as had ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip : and that 
the „as well as the elder, ſons of freemen, 
and ſuch, as had ſerved apprenticeſhip within the bo- 
rough, had a right to their freedom ; and others 
living in the borough, bur not foreigners, might be 
made free by redemption. 

PaxrT II, 


For the ſitting members it was inſiſted, that the 
eldeſt ſons of freemen only, and ſuch as had ſerved 
apprenticeſhip within the borough, had right to de- 
mand their freedom; but that the corporation had a 
power to make whom they pleaſed free, as well 
thoſe who lived without, as thoſe who lived with- 
in the borough, if they thought fit. 

That the firſt thing the committee did, was to 
examine what power the corporation had to make 
foreigners free, and called Bunby, and others ; who 
ſaid, they had been acquaint:d with Retford, 17, 
20, and 40 years, and knew no inſtance of foreign- 
ers being made free; yet owned, Sir Edward Ne- 
vill was elected an alderman, and Sir Willoughby 
Hickman, though not reſident, was a burgeſs, 

The counſel for the fitting members inſiſted, this 
matter had been already determined for them by 
vote of the houſe: Then they produced two or- 
ders in the rown-books ; the firſt 6 Jac. I. that no 
foreigner ſhould be made free, under 20s. fine to 
the corporation; and an admittance to a freedom 
7 Edw. VI. the perſon paying 20 8. pro libero ſuo. 

They alſo called Rawſon ; who ſaid, he was made 
free of this borough, and did not live there; and paid 
in all for his freedom 51. and that he lived then 
with Sir Edward Nevill, who was alſo made free. 

John Reynold, another, alſo confirmed his teſti- 
mony, as to his freedom. Evidence was alſo given 
of ſeveral foreigners about 17 years ago. 

It was replied, Sir Edward Nevill was entitled 
to be a free burgeſs, as he had ſerved in parliament 
for the corporation: and it appeared by the return, 
that he was elected a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament, 
31 Car. II. and was not made an alderman until 
32 Car. II. | | 

The making ſeveral foreigners free, in the late 
King James's time, was not denied: but they ſaid, 
it was irregular. The committee reſolved, 

1. That perſons, not inhabiting in this borough, 
are incapable of being made free of the ſaid bo- 
rough, by redemption. 

Upon this head it was affirmed, they ſhould take 
off 36, who lived in Nottinghamſhire, Derbyſhire, 
and Yorkſhire, and were made free ſoon after King 
William died. | 

That the counſel for the ſitting members admit- 
ed 33. 

The petitioners counſel excepted to three others, 
viz. Mr. Thornhaugh, junior, as being made free, 
and no inhabitant; and the ſitting members voting 
for themſelves and each other. 

That, the next thing was to add ſeveral to the pe- 
titioners poll, and for that purpoſe the counſel called 
William Smith and William Nicholls; who ſpake to 
the making free John Leary, John Colton, and Tho- 
mas Bonyvant, by bailiff Popplewell: one was a free- 
man's eldeſt ſon, another a younger, and the other 
ſerved an apprenticeſhip, which entitled them all to 
demand their freedom : but they and Popplewell 
were all refuſed to be polled for the petitioners. 

Woodhead, and others, ſaid, others were refuſed 
(who had a right to their freedom) and not ſuffered 
to vote, as they deſired, for the fitting members. 

That the counſel for the fitting members inſiſted, 
they were made free by Popplkewell ; and fo not du- 
ly made. | 

And Mr. Clayton, the ſteward, faid, the ſenior 
bailiff had ordered him to adjourn the court; and 
his deputy only atrended Mr. Popplewell, when they 
were made free. The disfranchiſement of Popple- 
well was alſo produced; and one reaſon for it, was 


making theſe freemen. 
T 


The 


74 


The petitioners counſel S 
right of younger ſons to their freedom) Thomas 
Moody, aged 60; who ſaid, he was a younger ſon, 
and he, and his two younger brothers were made free. 

William Moody, the elder brother, ſaid the 

fame; and, as he had heard, three of the Smiths, and 
three of the Coltons, were made free. William 
Bunby and Robert Maſon ſaid, they were ſummon- 
ed to take out their freedom: one ſaid, he paid a 
noble, the other g s. 10d. court fees. 
And Nicholls ſaid, he heard alderman Tonſtall, 
deceaſed, fay, about three or four years ago, upon 
demand of a younger ſon to be made free, That it 
had been the cuſtom, for younger ſons to be made 
free, but it ſhould be ſo no longer. 

That the ſitting members counſel excepted to 
fome of the petitioners voters. 

Booth ſaid, Robert Bibby and Thomas Clark 
had received Wharton's charity, viz. twenty ſhil- 
lings, in June laſt. 

Matthew Boxted ſaid, William Buttry and Mar- 
tin Colton did each of them receive twenty ſhillings 
yearly, as he had done, being a gift of 3 J. to three 
ancient men; but that he paid to church and poor: 
and he could not ſay, Martin Colton had any thing 
of the pariſh: and they voted in other matters be- 
longing to the corporation. That ſome wit- 
neſſes were alſo called againſt the right of younger 
fons to be made free. 

Mr. Reynolds ſaid, he knew Richard Calton, a 
younger ſon, made free 22 or 23 years fince; but 
he paid a fine. 

Clayton (the ſteward) and Jeſſop ſaid, they never 
knew any of the younger ſons of freemen made free, 
without payment of a fine, unleſs they had ſerved 
apprenticeſhips. 

They read alſs two entries in their books 
That William Woodroff paid a fine of forty ſhil- 
lings : and Francis Woodroff alſo fined. 

They deſired a reſolution of the houſe, in the 
laſt parliament, to be read; wherein it was declar- 
ed, that the younger ſons of freemen had not a right 
to their freedom. 

Upon this evidence the committee reſolved, | 

r. That all the ſons of freemen of this borough 
have & right to their freedom of this borough. 

2. That John Thornhaugh, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

3. That Thomas White, eſquire, is not duly 
Ae ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 


4. That Sir Willoughby Hickman, baronet, is 


I; — Levine, eſis denen 


a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 


g The ſeveral reſolutions, being read twice, were 


agreed to by the houſe. 


Nov. 2, 170g. A petitiorr of Sir Hardolph Welt- 
his; bardaer, hf Robert Male, yuve, was 

read; thewing, that the petitioners were duly chofen 
to ſerve in Ar 
yet Sir Willoughby Hickman and Wi 


are returned, although they were me date | 


nor had they the majority of qualified votes, accord- 
ing to the ancient conſtitution of the ſaid borough : 
and praying &c. 

© "Ordered, to be referred to the committee Mpti- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
nr — 


T0 prove the cuſtom of the borough 
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neys, baronet, and Robert Moleſworth, eſquire, 
formerly preſented to the houſe, complaining of 
an undue election and return for this borough, and 
which has been referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, and appointed to be kewd'6n 
the 7th day of December next, was regularly ſign- 
ed; and, to prevent any objection touching it, another 
petition was ſigned by them: and the ſame was pre- 
ſented, and read, to the fame purpoſe. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and report 
the ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the commit- 
tee, that they do hear the matter, the ſame time as 
appointed by them upon the former petition. 

Jan. 8th. Ordered to be reported on Thurſday 
ſeven· night. 

17th. Mr. Compton reported from the commit- 
tee the matter upon the ſaid petition. —— That the 
right of election was agreed to be in the bailiffs and 

or freemen : and the numbers upon the 
poll were, for Sir Willeughby Hickman 756, — for 
Mr. Levinz 75,—for Sir Hardolph Weſteneys 50, — 
for Mr. Moleſworth 48. 

But the petitioners counſel inſiſted, they ſhould 
qualify ſeveral who offered to vote for the petition- 
ers, and were refuſed, and diſqualify ſeveral, who 
voted for the ſitting members, nene 
ug for the petitioners. 

The points were, 1ſt, Who hed « right to es- 
dom ? 2dly, The power of the corporation to make 
perſons, living out of the borough, free, by redem- 
ption. 


As to the firſt, they inſiſted, that all perſons 
having ſerved ſeven years within the 
borough, and the elder feris of freemen, had a right 
to their freedom. 

For the fitting members it was inſiſted, that all, 
as well the younger, as the elder, ſons of freemen 
had a right to the freedom. That as to the lat- 
ter, the petitioners counſel] infifted, that the corpo- 
ration had a power to make any perſon free, whe- 
ther they inhabited in the borough or not.— The 
firring members counſel inſiſted, that ſuch perſons, 
as had no right to their freedom, could not be 
made free, except they were inhabitants within the 
borough. 

To prove the younger fons of freemen had no 
right to their freedom, the petiti counſel pro- 
duced ſeveral entries of freedoms, which were grant- 
ö ee 


They alſo read the reſolution of che og? of 
March, 1 Anz, * That the younger ſons. of free. 
men of this borough were not entitled. 

_ They allo. infited, tharthis'is « corporation by 

3 which was admitted by the other ſide. 
making fo- 
reigners free, they produced an ordinance-of the xt 
are. I. viz. It is ordered, eſtabliſhed and 

4 decreed, chat all, and every ſuch, as ſhall be made 
FP 

| * 


to be made free, were looked on as foreigners in ſeven years in the borough. 38 whole, the 
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« pound and agree with Mr. bailiffs, and the aldertnen 
« of the town for their freedom ; and that no fo- 
« reigner ſhall be made free by redemption under 
« 20 8. to be paid to the town's chamber, 20d. to 
« Mr. bailiffs, 20d. to the chamberlains, 12 d. to 
« the deputy-ſteward or town-clerk, 8 d. to the ſer- 

„ jeants at mace, and 12 d. to the relief of the 
<« poor; and that at the next court, after their ſaid 

<« freedom granted, the party ſhall be brought in 

« by the chamberlains, and there take the oath ap- 
&© pointed for that purpoſe.” — Alſo another ordi- 
nance made in 1624, diſabling the burgeſſes to vote 
at any election or elections whatſoever within the 
borough, who ſhall remove his dwelling out of the 
borough, and continue fo for one whole year ; pro- 
vided, in caſe he did return again, and live within 
the borough, he ſhould vote whilſt he lived 
therein. 

They alſo ſhewed, Sir John Herey and Ralph 
Denman, eſquire, were de concilio magno, 4to Eliz. 

That Anno 1658. William Cartwright, eſquire, 
the ſteward, was ſworn burgeſs. — Auno 1680, Sir Ed- 
ward Nevill was ſworn alderman; and after an or- 
dinance was made, to enable him to vote as ſuch, 
becauſe of his non-reſidence. 

Maſon ſaid, Sir Edward Deering was made free, 
when he lived in Kent; and Sir Willoughby Hick- 
man, when he lived at Gainsborough ; but he ne- 
ver voted till of late. —Alfo it appeared, 22 Car. 
I. Colonel Francis Thornhaugh was made free; 
and Rawſon ſaid, Edward Nevil was made free 
when he lived at Grove, 30 years ago; and he 
himſelf, when he lived at the ſame plate: and 3 
Fac. II. Evelyn Pierrepont was made free; and Sa- 
muel Mawe, paying a fine of ſix pounds. 

To anſwer this, —— and 1ſt, as to the younget 
ſons of freemen, were produced ſeveral entries ; 
viz. of Thomas Wharton (in Queen Elizabeth's 
time) and his two ſons being made free; and, in 
King Charles II's time, three of the Moodys. 

And Thomas Moody faid, the three Moodys 
were his brothers; William was the eldeſt, and all 
were made free by their father's copy. It appeared 
_ by other entries, the three Caltons were made 


go EY the Caltons were brothers, and made 
free by their father's copy: and he (the witneſs) 
was a younger brother; and was made free: that 
he had been ſo above 15 years, and had been bai- 
liff; and always thought; the younger ſons of free- 
men had right; and Maſon was made free by his 
father's copy. 


Maſon ſaid the ſame; and that he and Bunby 


were made free the ſame day, 1689, and only paid } 


the fees of the court; and, before he was made 
free, he was threatened to have his ſhop-windows 
ſhut, if he was not made ſo. | 

They alſo read the reſolutions of the the 28th of 
November, 1 Anne. —— That all the ſons of 
© freemen of this borough have a right to the froe- 
dom of this 

As to f they called Richard Bunby, 
William Smith, and William Bunby, who had 
known the 48, 20, and 40 years; who 
Maid, they did not look on thoſe, who lived cut of 
town, to be capable of being made free; and 
that inhabitants not being free, and having ne right 


this borough ; and they had diſtin& officers for the 


duties charged on the borough, viz. for the poor's 


rate, the bailiffs appointed two aldermen, two bur- 
geſſes and two foreigners to be aſſeſſors. And they 


and gave it for the petitioners. They 


read a reſolution out of the ſaid report of the 28th 
of November, 1 Anne, That perſons not inhabiting 
in this borough, are incapable of being made free 
of this borough by redemption.” Upon this evi- 
dence the committee relolved, 

1. That the right of electing burgefles, fo ſerve 
in parliament, for this borough, is in fuch freemen 
only, as have a right to their freedom by birth, as 
eldeſt ſons of freemen, or by ſerving ſeven years ap- 
prenticeſhip, or have it by redemption, whether in- 
habiting, or not inhabiting, in the ſaid borough 
at the time of their being made free. 

The right being thus determined, the petitioners 
counſel proceeded to the diſqualification of the vo- 
ters. 

And firſt to diſqualify ſeveral who had voted 
for Sir Willoughby Hickman and Mr. Levinz : and 
they excepted to eleven, entitled as younger ſons of 
freemen, who were ſo admitted. Alſo Thomas 
Wright proved nine not to have demanded their 
freedom, till the election. : 

Bellamy ſaid, if the court was not ſatisfied with 
any, who came to demand their freedom at the firſt 
court, they deferred them tiil the next court. 

Wright and Bellamy proved ſix not to have ſerv- 
ed their apprenticeſhip. 


Goodall proved two to have received charity diſ- 
tributed at Gainsborough. 

Alſo they proved, by the town-books, two to 
be disfranchiſed : and, to prove the corporation had 
a power to disfranchiſe, they read an order of diſ- 
franchiſement, dated the th of November, 1625; 
and alſo ſeveral ordinances, in what caſes perſons 
ſhould be disfranchiſed, made on the 2orh of July, 

43 Eliz. 

The fitting members counſel admitted, that Sir 
Hardolph Weſteneys, and fifteen others, had been 
made free by redemption, and were not polled: 
and called a witneſs, that all but Sir Hardolph Wef- 
teneys, tendered their votes for the petitioners, and 
that Sir Hardolph tendered his vote for Mr. Moleſ- 
worth only. 

They then added three to the poll, as entitled 
by apprenticeſhip. As to two of them, Bellamy 
faid, they ſerved fix years, and bought out the ſe- 
venth : the other had ſerved ſeven years to a free- 
man; but he did not hear, he demanded his free- 
dom before the election. 

In anſwer, exception was made to eight of thoſe 
who were for the petitioners, having polled as young- 
er ſons of freemen; ſeven whereof were admitted 
fo to be; and they proved the eighth to be ſo. 
They then excepted to five others, for not demand- 
ing their freedom, till the day of election; three 
whereof were admitted, and the others proved ſo to 
have done. 

Smith, and others, proved one not to have ſerv- 
ed out his time; another to have had Clark's cha- 
rity; another as not ſerving his time in the bo- 
rough ; another (one of the bailiffs) as having voted 
firſt for Sir Hardolph Weſteneys and Mr. Levinz, 
though, before he went away, he recalled himſelf, 
proved ano- 
ther disfranchiſed ; but in the ſame caſe, one of the 
votes for the ſitting members was disfranchiſed. 
They alſo called Smith, who proved that two of 
thoſe excepted to by the petitioners, had ſerved 


committee reſolved, 

2. That Sir Willoughby Hickman, baronet, is 
not duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this parlia- 
ment for this borough. | 

3. That 
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3. That William Levinz, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for 
this borough. 

4. That Sir Hardolph Weſteneys, baronet, is du- 
ly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for 
this borough. 

5. That Robert Moleſworth, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for this bo- 
ro 
And the firſt reſolution being read a ſecond time 
(in regard to the right of election) an amendment 
was propoſed to leave out the words whether 
« inhabiting, or not inhabiting, in” and inſert © be- 
© ing inhabitants within ;” but diſagreed to: and 
the ſecond reſolution was agreed to by the houſe ; as 
were the other reſolutions : and the return ordered to 
be amended. . 

Feb. 15, 1708. A petition of the bailiff ſenior, 
and the burgeſſes, of this ancient borough and cor- 
poration, was read; ſhewing, that the bailiffs for 
the time being, by the ancient charters of the cor- 
poration, are to keep, every three weeks, a court 
of record, for determining all cauſes ariſing within 
the juriſdiction of the ſaid corporation: that, on 
every Michaelmas-day, the bailiffs enter upon their 
office, and are ſworn to keep the Queen's court of 
record, according to cuſtom ; and, at the ſame time, 
the keys, where the charters and records are kept, 
and the corporation books, are, and ought to be, de- 
livered over to the ſenior bailiff; but William Jeſ- 
ſop, eſquire, a member of this houſe, and recorder 
of the ſaid corporation, hath gotten into his poſſeſ- 
fron the charters and corporation books, and re- 
fuſed to deliver them ; and hath diſplaced his late 
deputy, and not appointed another for keeping the 
courts of record there: and praying, that in regard 


the petitioners can have no redreſs at law, they may 


be relieved in the premiſes, as the houſe ſhall ſee 
convenient. - 

Ordered that this petition be rejected. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Willoughby Hick- 
man, and Brian Cook, eſquires, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that the petitioners, with Thomas White, 
Thomas Weſtby, and Robert Moleſworth, eſquires, 
were candidates at the election of burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in this parliament, for this borough : that Edward 
Jackſon and William Holland, the bailiffs of the 
ſaid borough, refuſed to poll ſeveral legal voters for 


the petitioners. z by reaſon whereaf, and of other un- 
due practices, the ſaid Mr. White and Mr. Weſtby 


have procured themſelves to be returned, though 
the petitioners were duly elected and ought to have 
been returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine nn 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 


Jan. 5. Ordered to be reported on Thur ſday next. 
11th. Mr. Freman reported the matter, as fol- 


right of election was agreed to be in the bailiffs and 
burgeſſes; and that a perſon is qualified to be a 


. burgeſs of this borough, who has ſerved ſeven 


; fine, only the ſmall fees of the corporation: 
. lows . viz. the poll was, for Mr. White 83, for 
Mr. Weſtby 77, for the petitioners each 45.— The 


er made free, till within theſe eight years. 


apprenticeſhip within this borough, or is the 


. years 
eldeſt ſon of ſuch a burgeſs, or is made free by re- 


demption, inhabiting within the borough at the 
time of being madefree. And the queſtion was, whe- 
ther perſons, not being inhabitants within the bo- 


rough, may be made free, ang vote in dee Jo 


liament. 


pry 
For the ſitting newbie i ww alledged, they | made free under King James's charter; and all, 


might: but the petitioners inſiſted on tae contrary 
and, to prove it, ſhewed two orders entered in the 


then an inhabitant ; but, two months after, married 


- 


years: that thoſe who are made free, not having 
right, pay ſuch fine, as the corporation ſhall ſer : 


town-books——In 1624, an order, diſabling, and 
exempting, ſeveral burgeſſes (having removed from 
the borough) from voting at elections there; and 
oxdering, that if any burgeſs ſhould at any time Vide ang 
thereafter remove his dwelling forth of the liberties 
of the borough, and ſo continue a year, he ſhould 
thenceforth be diſabled and exempted from voting 
there ; but, upon coming to reſide there again with- 
in the berough, during ſuch reſidence, he ſhould 
be admitted to vote, as other burgeſſes. In 1700, 
an-order for diſabling and utterly disfranchiſing ſe- 
veral burgeſſes from their freedom, who, by reaſon 
of their dwelling in foreign places, were become fo- 
reigners, and had ſo continued a bovea year; and 
from thenceforth they are not to be reputed freemen, 
or otherwiſe than foreigners. 

They called Bunby, Barker, and Colton, who 
had known the borough 40, 15, and 38 years, and 
never knew any but inhabitants made free, or vote 
in elections, before King James's time, till within 
theſe ten years, when honorary freemen were made 
and their votes have been proteſted againſt in the 
borough, and diſallowed by this houſe. 

They alſo inſiſted on the reſolution of the houſe 
on the 28th of November, 1702, * that perſons, 
< not inhabiting in this borough, are incapable of 
being made free thereof: and upon this head 
they affirmed, they ſhould take from the poll for 
the ſitting members, 51 from Mr. White, and 52 
from Mr, Weſtby; and the poll would then be, 
for Mr. White 34, for Mr. Weſtby 25, for the pe- 
titioners 43 each. — And they alſo declared, they 
had 15 to add to their poll, being ſuch as had an 
undoubted right to be made free. 

For the ſitting members: To prove foreigners 
might be made free, and, being ſo, had a right to 
vote, they inſiſted upon ſeveral entries in the reign 
of Edward VI. Philip and Mary, Queen Elizabeth, 
and King Charles I. of admiſſions of ſeveral who 
paid fines of twenty ſhilliogs, and ſmall fees to the 
officers ; 

6 Fac. I. An order, that no foreigner ſhould be 
made free, under twenty ſhillings fine, and uſual fees : 

In 1680, Sir Edward Nevill's election to be one of 
the aldermen; and an order for his voting at all elec- 
tions, although- he reſided out of the corporation : 
notwithſtanding any former order to the contrary. - 

In 1685, an order, giving free votes at all elec- 
tions, as well thoſe to parliament, as others, to 
twelve burgeſſes named therein, although they 
were not reſident in the corporation ; notwithſtand- 
ing any former order to the contrary. . 

Bellamy ſaid, he had known the corporation 38 


ſome have paid five, ſome four, ſome three, pounds ; 
and ſome fifty ſhillings: and thoſe entitled, pay no 


That perſons living in or out of town, who are 
not free, are called foreigners ; no freemen called 
ſo; but the freemen, living out of town, are called 
the non-reſident freemen; and he knew no foreign- 


Rawſon ſaid, he was made free in 1676: he was 
then a ſervant. to Sir Edward Nevill, and was not 


Sg. e S. ee ©» 


a widow, who had an houſe in the borough, when 
he was made free; and upon his marriage had that 
houſe, and his vote has never been refuſed. 

That ſeveral, who were not inhabitants, were 


L 


who come in by redemption, are called f 


And 


. -L . 


inte, 


And they read alſo the reſolution of the 19th of 
January, 1705, in regard to the right of election 
(which ſee before) whereupon the committee re- 
ſolved, 

1. That the right of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve 

in parliament, for this borough, is in ſuch free- 
men only, as have a right to their freedom by 
birth, as eldeſt ſons of freemen, or by ſerving ſeven 
years apprenticeſhip, or by redemption, inhabiting 
in the ſaid borough at the time of their being made 
free. 
That upon this, the ſitting members and their 
counſel declared to the committee, they had no- 
thing further to offer : whereupon the committee 
reſolved, 

2. That Thomas White, eſquire, is not duly 
elefted a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for 
this borough. = 

3. That Thomas Weſtby, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

4. That Willoughby Hickman, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for 
this borough. 

5. That Brian Cook, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough. 

The ſaid reſolutions being read twice, were agreed to 
by the houſe : and the return ordered to be amended. 

March 20, 1717. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Thomas White, eſquire, made clerk of the 
ordnance. 


RICHMOND. 


T IS borough is in the county of York. It 
was made a borough very early, as ap- 
1 111. pears by a charter of John, eldeſt ſon of the Duke 
1. Of Britain, and Lord thereof, without date; wherein 
den he grants to the burgeſles of Richmond the burgh 
Pa. with the rents of aſſize, &c. which charter was con- 
vil, firmed by King Edward the third. Queen Eliza- 
W749. 67. beth after incorporated it in the 19th year of her 
reign ; and, in her 27th year, called upon it to ſend 
burgeſſes to parliament. Concerning its elections, I 
meet with the following memoirs. . 

January 9, 1661. Upon reading the petition of 
John Wandesford, eſquire; a certificate alſo being 
produced, touching Dr. Craddock's being in holy 
orders; 

Ordered, that the matter, upon the ſaid petition 
and certificate, be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges, to take the ſame into conſideration; and to 
Sic orig. examine, whether * Sir Joſeph Craddock be in holy 
orders, and ſo diſabled to fit as a member of this 
houſe ; and make report of it to this houſe. 
January 17. Serjeant Charleton reports from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
election for this borough, That it appeared to them, 
that doctor Craddock was in holy orders; and that 
Mr. Wandesford had the majority of voices preſent 
at the election: and the opinion of the committee, 
that doctor Craddock was incapable of being elected 
a burgeſs for the ſaid borough ; and that Mr. Wan- 
desford was duly elected, and ought to ſit as burgeſs 
for this borough : whereto the houſe agreed. 

Nov. 7, 1705. A petition of James Darcy, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that the petitioner, 
being one of the candidates at the election of bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, had the majority of legal votes ; but 
ſeveral legal votes, who offered to poll for the peti- 
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tioner, being refuſed ; and others illegal, admitted 
againſt him; and by ſplitting of votes, and houſes 


and lands, to multiply votes; and by Lord Whar- 


ton's meddling with the election, the other candi- 
dates, by bribery, and other corrupt practices, viz. 
Wharton Dunch, and Thomas York, eſquires, had 
the majority upon the poll, and were accordingly 
returned, in prejudice of the petitioner : and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar on the 12th of 
December next. 

21ſt. Ordered, that Mr. D'arcy have leave to 
withdraw his petition, 

March 4, 1713. A petition of Marmaduke 
Wyvill, was read; ſhewing, that Thomas York, 
eſquire, the honourable Henry Mordaunt, eſquire, 
and the petitioner, were candidates for this borough : 
that the right of election is only in the real owners 
of the burgage-houſes : that Mr. Nicholls, the 
mayor, and returning officer for the ſaid borough, 
did admit ſeveral for Mr. York and Mr. Mordaunt, 
who had no right; and Mr. York, or Mr. Mor- 
daunt, their agents or friends, are guilty of notorious 
bribery, &c. and have procured themſelves to be 
returned, in wrong of the petitioner, who was duly 
elected, and ought to have been returned : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 


. 


L | HIS borough is ſituate within the county of 


York. Doctor Willis writes, that it return- willis, 
ed members to parliament in the 23d of Edward 1749. 67: 


the firſt, and in the 1ſt of Edward the ſecond. 


Mr. Prynne takes notice of it in the 1ſt of Edward B. P. R. 


the ſecond :. but adds, it had a precept in the ſecond '99- 


of Edward the third, but returned by the ſheriff 
nomina burgenſium pred. miſſa mibi non fuerunt, et ideo 
nibil ad præſens vobis returno : after which, no return 
appears until the laſt year of King Edward the 
ſixth, or firſt of Queen Mary. The ſubſequent 
memoirs ſince the reformation, in the journals, re- 
lating to elections, are only theſe. 

May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner reports from the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this borough, the opinion of the 
committee, That Henry Arthington, and Edmond 
Jennings, are returned by the proper officer, and 
ought to ſit, till the merits of the cauſe, upon the 
ſaid double return, be determined : whereto the houſe 
agreed. | 

June 4. Mr. Turner reports from the ſame 
committee, on the double return for this borough ; 
that, upon examination of the fact, it appeared, that 
the double indenture, whereby John Lambert, 
eſquire, was returned, was ſo returned by the mayor, 


to ſatisfy the ſaid colonel Lambert only; he con- 


feſſing, that Henry Arthington, and Edmond Jen- 
nings, eſquires, who were returned by the other in- 
denture, had the greater number of voices: and 
that the committee was of opinion, the ſaid Mr. 
Arthington, and Mr. Jennings, were duly elected, 
and ought to ſit: to which the houſe agreed. | 
March 2, 1713. A warrant ordered for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, in the room of John Sharp, 
eſquire, made one of the Lords Commiſſioners of 

trade and plantations. 
March 21. 1717. A warrant for a new writ for 
electing a burgeſs in the room of John Aiſlabie, 
U eſquire, 
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efquire, made a commiſſioner of the treaſury, and 


chancellor and under-treaſurer of the Exchequer. 

March 8, 1720. The houſe being upon the en- 
quiry in relation to the conduct of the late South- 
Sea directors, thoſe parts of the report of the commits 
tee of ſecrecy, relating to John Aiſlabie, eſquire, 
(member for this borough) were read; and alſo ſe- 
veral examinations, &c. were read. (See Appendix.) 

Reſolved, that John Aiſlabie, _ has en- 
couraged and promoted the dangerous and deſtruc- 
tive execution of the late South-Sea ſcheme, with 
a view to his own exorbitant profit ; and has com- 
bined with the late directors of the nga 
company, in their pernicious practices; to - 
triment of great numbers of his Majefty's ſubjects, 
and the ruin of the publick credit, and the trade 
of this kingdom. 

Ordered, the faid John Aiſlabie, eſquire, be for 
his ſaid offence, expelled this houſe. 

Ordered, the ſaid John Aiſlabie, eſquire, be com- 
mitted priſoner to the Tower of London, 

March 20. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for 
electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of 
John Aiſlabie, eſquire, expelled this houſe. 


ROCHESTER. 


HIS is a city in the county of Kent: and, as 
ſuch, ſent citizens to parliament in the 26th of 


Wills, Edward the firſt. It was afterwards made a mayor- 
1749. ?7- town, in the 1ſt of Edward the fourth. The man- 


ner of election firſt appears in a return for the 


See Kent. county, in the 12th of Henry the fourth ; wherein 


Brady, 
73. 


1580. 


it is inſerted, that the citizens were choſen at the 
county court: but, in the 19th of Edward the 


fourth, by an indenture, it appears, quod major ci- 


vitatis Roſfenſis, una cum omnibus et ſingulis civibus et 
communiariis ejuſdem civitatis eligerunt, &c. (See Ap- 
pendix.) The more modern memoirs, in the jour- 
nals of the Houſe of Commons, are theſe. 

In the vacation of parliament, a writ iſſued from 
the chancery, for electing a citizen for this city, 
in the room of William Patridge, eſquire, fick : 
and Samuel Cox, eſquire, was returned. 


Se Caſtle. March 18, 1580. Mr. Cromwell, one of the com- 


rifing. 
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mittee for examination of returns and defaults, re- 
ported, that Samuel Cox, eſquire, returned a 


307, 308. burgeſs for this city, in the room of William Pa- 


tridge, eſquire, being ſick, ſhall be forthwith a- 
moved; and the ſaid William Patridge, eſquire, 
ſhall ſtand and continue in his room and place. 


_« March 3, 1620. Sir George Moore reporteth for 


this city. — The committee held the election good. 
That the mayor ſent but half an hour's notice of 
the election. Then a market near, where many of 
the electors abſent. To have the mayor admoniſh- 
ed. — The mayor faulty in all. | 

Sir D. Diggs — for a bill to reform theſe abuſes. 
I letter of admonition to the mayor to do ſo 
no more. | 

Nov. 3, 1680. A petition of the inhabitants of 
this city was read. 

Ordered, to. be referred to the committee of 
privileges and eleftions, to examine, and report the 
matter. 
4th. The houſe taking notice, that a petition on 
behalf of this city, touching the election of a citi- 
zen to ſerve in this parliament for this ciry, was 
POR ne nt A ie om of 

5 that 


privileges the houſe had before that, 


Mr. Speaker to iſſue out his warrant for 
new writ, for the electing of a member to ſerve 


for the ſaid city, in the room of ſerjeant Barrell, 
deceaſed, who was returned one of the citizens to 
ſerve for the ſaid city in this parliament. — 

And Mr. Speaker acquaiating the houſe, he had 
not yet iſſued his warrant for the writ. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do forbear to iſſue 
out his warrant for ſuch writ, until the matter con- 
tained in the ſaid petition, be determined. 

Jan. 6, 1501. A petition of William 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this city, the petitioner, Francis Barwell, eſquire, and 
captain Bockenham, were candidates; whereat cap- 
tain Bockenham, by treating, threatnings, and pro- 
miſes, obtained ſeveral, and deterred many from 
voting for the petitioner ; by which illegal prac- 
tices, James Hales, eſquire, was prevailed upon to 
return captain Bockenham, in prejudice of the peti- 
tioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and eleftions, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 15, 1709. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a citizen to ſerve in parliament 
for this city, in the room of Sir John Leake, 
knight, appointed a commiſſioner of the admi- 
ralty. 

March 20, 1917. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a citizen for this city, in the room 
of Sir John Jennings, made a commiſſioner of the 


ROTELANDSHIRE. 


HIS is the ſmalleſt county in England. It 
was, as Doctor Heylin writes, taken out of Heyiu, 
Northamptonſhire : and I apprehend, it has return- fp» 
ed members to parliament from the 22d of Edward 
the firſt (the firſt general return of knights of Yang 
ſhires.) Mr. Prynne's liſt is from the 26th of that} f 
ing. Some particular returns are noticed by him 12. 


in his Brevis Parliamentaria rediviva, viz. In the. F. 1% 


4th of Edward the ſecond, the ſheriff returns — * 7%. 
Eligi feci in pleno com. loco duorum militum eo quod 
milites non ſunt in com. commorantes duos homines de 
com. Roteland de diſcretioribus, &c.—— In the 8th of 
Edward II. — Eligi feci in pleno comitat. per commu- 
nitatem totius comitatus illius duos milites de diſcretio- 
ribus &c. ad faciend. et conſentiend. biis quz de com- 
muni confilio ſuper negot. dominum regem et ſtatun 
regni ſui et maxime terre ſue Scotiæ ſpecialiter tan- 
gentibus, &c. PO 

The memoirs, relating to elections for this, in 
the journals, are theſe. 

Nov. 4, 1601. Mr. ſerjeant Harris moved the pts 
houſe, that in reſpect great danger and inconveni- Jo 
ence might grow by the want of any one particular*** 
member of the houſe, therefore he thought good 
to certify the want of a knight for this county ; 
for he ſaid, that Sir Andrew Noell, being ſheriff 
of the county, had returned himſelf, jointly with 
Sir John Harrington, to be knight; which he 
took in law to be a void return; becauſe it is againſt 
the expreſs words of the writ, which are, Ita quod 
neque tu neque aliquis alius vicecomes alterius comitatus 
elegatur Sc. which he thought good to move the 
houſe in, referring it to their conſideration : and 
prayeth, that the record may be ſeat for, from the 
clerk of the crown ; for, ſaith he, we know in law, 
that a man cannot make an indenture to himſelf 
and the county, for there are required two perſons. 

To which Sir Edward Hobbie replied, that not- 
withſtanding this, the houſe might well receive him: 

"2 and 
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and he vouched a pretedent in the 31ſt of this 
Queen, when a writ was directed to the bailiffs of 
Southwark to return burgeſſes; and they returned 
themſelves, and were received. —But, if we do not re- 
eive him, another queſtion will grow, whether a new 
warrant muſt go from the Speaker, to elect a new 
knight, or from the clerk of the crown : to which 
it was agreed, per omnes, that from the Speaker. 
Then Mr. Wiſeman, of Lincoln's-Inn, ſtood up, 
and ſhewed the neceſſity of having all our members, 
becauſe otherwiſe, the body is but maimed; as 
alſo, how dangerous a precedent this would be, if it 
might paſs with the applauſe of the houſe ; and 
laſtly, the reaſon of putting in the aforeſaid ſpecial 
words into the writ, becauſe it muſt be neceſſarily 
intended, that they being ſo great officers, having 
fo great a charge, and their preſence in their coun- 
ties ſo requiſite, ſhould not be returned. Beſides, 
for that time, they being the chief men of the 
ſhire, freeholders peradventure, for favour ſake, 
would rather chuſe them, than men more ſufficient 
for that place. 
Mr. Carey moved, whether if it were with his 
will, he ſhould be puniſhed by fine, or otherwiſe. 
Sir John Harrington ſaid, of his own knowledge, 
he knew him to be very unwilling : but the free- 
holders made anſwer, they would have none other. 
Mr. Speaker ſaid, it could not be intended againſt 
his will, for his hand is to the indenture ; but he 
moved, whether it ſhould be intended, that this 
Sir Anthony Nowell were una et cadem perſona, or 


An. 10; and though it were, yet whether they could 
orig. take notice thereof, not being certified out of chan- 


cery : to which all the houſe ſaid, there was no 
other of the name. 
Mr. Comptroller ſtood up, and moved, 


Then 
that in reſpect the return was joint, and that they 
did diſallow Sir * Andrew Noell, he deſired to be 
reſolved by the Tearned maſters of the law in this 
houſe, whether all the return were inſufficient, and 
ft Sir John Harrington to be excluded: to which all 
the houſe ſaid, no. 

Mr. ſerjeant Harris ſaid, no; becauſe the ſaid 
warrant is affirmative, to chuſe any but the ſheriff, 
who is excepted by ſpecial words; ſo that the re- 
turn of the other is warranted, but that of himſelf 
void. 

Sir Edward Hobbie anſwered and ſaid, nay then, 
Mr, Serjeant, if you ftand on that, I think there 
are few knights in this houſe lawfully chofen ; for 
the words of the writ and ſtatute are, that he muſt 
be commorant within the county; which but few 
are : to which, not one word was anſwered ; and 
that clauſe was huſhed up. 

Mr. Speaker ſaid — well, I will put it to the 
queſtion, which ſhall be rwofold ; one, whether the 
return be void; the other, whether a new warrant 
ſhall be ſent forth : to which, being twice moved, 
all cried, I, I, I; not one man ſaid, no. 

Sir Edward Hobbie ſaid, Mr, Speaker, the war- 
rant muſt go from yourſelf; for in the twenty- 
ſeventh year of this Queen, when Parrie was bur- 
geſs for Queenborough a new election was made, 
and the warrant was ſent from the Speaker. 

Nota, That this reſolution of the houſe is direct- 
ly contrary to a former precedent, agreed on in the 


Houſe of Commons upon Friday the 21ſt day of 


February, in the parliament de Au. xxxi. Regin. Eliz. 


anno Dom. 1588, 1589. where Mr. St. Poole, being 
both knight for the county of Lincoln, and ſheriff 


of the ſame alſo, was notwithſtanding, allowed to 


retain his place in the ſaid houſe, as a member 


The County of ROTEt AND, 


thereof; and had only licence given unto hith to 
depart into the faid county, about the buſineſs of 
his ſaid ſheriffwick, in no other form or manner, 
than is vouchſafed of courſe to the members of the 
ſaid houſe upon any urgent occaſions by them al- 
ledged, requiring their abſence for ſome time, be it 
longer or ſhorter. Where other precedents alſo to 
this purpoſe are vouched, and yet perhaps both the 
faid precedents may ſtand good, and be reconciled 
with this difference ; that where any man is firſt 
ſheriff of ſome county, and then elected a knight 
of the ſame, or a citizen, burgeſs, or baron of any 
city, borough, or cinque-port of the ſame, that in 
this caſe his election is void; becauſe it muſt of 
neceſſity follow, as in this caſe of Sir Andrew 
Nowell it did, that he muft return himſelf, which 
cannot be good in law. But where a man is firſt 
elected a member of the Houſe of Commons, be it 
knight, citizen, burgeſs, or baron, and is afterwards 
made ſheriff of ſome county; here his firſt election 
ſtandeth good, as it ſhould ſeem alſo it doth, al- 
though he may be firſt made ſheriff of ſome coun- 
ty, and be afterwards elected a knight, citizen, 
burgeſs, or baron of, and in ſome other ſhire or 
county. And the reaſon of all is plain, in reſpect 
that in all theſe latter caſes, his return cannot be 
made by himſelf, but by the ſheriff of the county 
where he is choſen : this only holds good in the caſe 
of knight of the ſhire, 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of ſeveral freeholders 
of this county, on behalf of themſelves, and other 
freeholders of the county, was read ; ſhewing, that 
at the election of a knight for the ſaid county, the 
candidates were, Daniel Lord Finch, John Noel, 
Richard Halford, and Philip Sherrard, eſquires: 
that the Lord Finch and Mr, Halford had the 
majority of legal voices ; but by reafon of the 
corrupt practices of Mr. Noel and his agents, 
and by polling ſeveral unqualified perſons, Mr, 


Noel had a majority of the petitioner upon the gie. orlg. 


poll, and is returned with the Lord Finch, in 
prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. Alſo 

A petition of Richard Halford, eſquire, was 
read ; ſhewing, that at the ſaid election, the right 
honourable the Lord Finch, and the petitioner, 
were duly choſen by a majority of legal votes; 
but by the corrupt and undue practices of John 
Noell, eſquire, (who alſo was a candidate) and 
his agents, and by polling ſeveral unqualified per- 
ſons, Mr. Noell obtained a majority upon the poll 
and is returned with the Lord Finch, in wrong o 
the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that they be heard at the bar of the 
houſe, on the 16th of January next. | 

Jan: 16th. The houſe proceeded to the hearing 
the matter of the ſaid election and the counſel 
on both ſides were called in, and the petitions 
read ; and ſome witneſſes examined, on the part 
of the petitioners : and the counſel were directed to 
withdraw. 

The ſtatute of the 7th and 8th of William, 
cap. 25. touching the oath and mortgagers, was 
read; and the caſes in the journals of 1695, in 
relation to the elections for the counties of Herts 
ford and Surrey, were read. 

A motion being made, that the petitioner be 
admitted to give parol evidence of the mortgage 
of a mortgagee in poſſeſſion of lands, for which the 


mortgager voted againſt the petitioner, without pro- 


ducing the mortgage deed ; | 
An amendment was propoſed to be made by 


leaving out the word © parol;“ but 9 
n 
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And a motion was made to inſert before the word 
* mortgagee” theſe words, © perſon alledged to be; 
which was diſagreed to: And it was reſolved, _ 
That the petitioner be admitted to give parol evi- 
dence of the mortgage of a mortgagee in poſleſſion 
of lands, for which the mortgager voted againſt 
the petitioner, without producing the mortgage deed. 
The houſe being informed that ſome words of 
heat had paſſed between Mr. Finch and Mr. Noell, 
members of the houſe, they were required to give 
their words and honour, not to proſecute. the mat- 
ter any further; with which they complied. 
Then the counſel were called in, and Mr, Speaker 
acquainted them with the reſolution aforeſaid. 
Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid election be 
heard on Thurſday next. 
- 18th. The houſe proceeded in hearing the ſaid 
matter : and the counſel were called in; and ſeveral 
witneſſes examined, on the petitioners After 
which the counſel withdrew ; and being called in 
again, the counſel for the being members were 
heard; and being withdrawn, it was moved, and 
acquieſced in, as the ſenſe of the houſe; | 
That the ſitting member ſhould deliver in liſts 
of ſuch voters for the petitioner, as were intended 


were examined on the fitting member's behalf; and 
ſeveral other witneſſes on part of the petitioners. 

And afterwards the counſel were heard on both 
ſides, and withdrew. | 

Reſolved, that the honourable John Noell, eſ- 
quire, is not duly elected a knight to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this county. 

Reſolved, that Richard Halford, eſquire, is duly 
elected a knight, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this county: and ordered the return to be 
amended. | 

OR. 20, 1415. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a knight of the ſhire for this county, in 
the room of Daniel Lord Finch, made a commiſſi- 
oner of the Treaſury. 

May 25, 1725. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a knight of the ſhire for this coun- 
ty, in the room of Daniel Lord Finch, made com- 
ptroller of the houſhold, 


R Y E. 


THIS is one of thoſe ports called the 
Cinque Ports; but it is rather a member 


thereof (which are only Haſtings, Dover, Sand- 


wich, Hythe, and Romney.) When it was e 
ed thereto, doth not appear; but by a record, ver 
in the firſt of King John, it is found, quod Win-2 lat an 


to be objected to; and of ſuch as the ſitting mem- 
ber would infiſt to have added to his poll, as being 


the counſel on both ſides 1 were directed to with- 


refuſed to be taken, 

Whereupon the counſel were called in: and Mr. 
Speaker acquainted the fitting member's counſel 
with what the houſe expected. Whereupon the 
counſel and agents delivered in ſuch liſts; and then 


draw. 


Afterwards Mr. S 


1 


pleaſure of the houſe, whether the clerk might give 


copies of thoſe liſts to the petitioner : which the 

houſe acquieſced in, that he might do. 

_ Ordered to be heard again on Saturday next. 
20th. The houſe proceeded in hearing the ſaid 


matter: and the counſel being called in, divers 
witneſſes were examined for the ſitting member. 


And one John Taylor (one of the ſaid wit- 
neſſes) being examined on the petitioner's behalf, 
touching the time of granting an annuity to him, 
(the freehold for which he voted) to which the ſit- 
ing member's counſel inſiſted, he ought not to be 
examined : and the counſel withdrew. 


Reſolved, that John Taylor, being produced as 


a witneſs by the ſitting member, be examined by 
the petitioner, when his annuity was granted. 
And the counſel were called in again, and Mr. 
Speaker acquainted them with the ſaid reſolution. 
Then the witneſs was examined, touching the 
ſaid matter; and other witneſſes were alſo examined 
on the ſitting member's behalf: and one Samuel 


Freeman being offered to prove perſons - voting on 
the ſitting member's behalf, who are entered on the 


ſheriff's poll to have polled for the petitioner ; the 
counſel were directed to withdraw. 

The queſtion being put, that Samuel Freeman 
be admitted to prove his voting at the ſaid election, 
contrary to the poll taken by the ſheriff : it was diſ- 
agreed to. 

The counſel were called in again; and Mr. 
Speaker acquainted them therewith. And-ſeveral 
other witneſſes were examined on the ſiting mem- 
ber's behalf. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid election be 
heard further, on Tueſday next. | 
. 234. The houſe proceeded in the ſaid hearing, 
and the counſel were called in; and ſeveral wirneſſes 


chelſea et Rye debent eſſe in auxilium ville de Haſtings 
ad faciendum Regis ſervitium 20 navium &c ; but it 
has now the ſame privileges with the others. It is 
ſituate in the county of Suſſex. The writs for elec- 
tion of members to parliament are directed to the 


., conſtable of Dover, or warden of the Cinque Ports; 
and the firſt return I meet with of repreſentatives, 
was in the 42d of Edward III. The memoirs of they p 


elections, and members in that reſpect, are theſe. 213. 
Jan. 22d, 1688. A petition of Sir John Auſtin, 


was read; complaining of an undue election and 


return of barons to ſerve in this convention for this 
town, in injury of the petitioner. | 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


| Privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report it, with their opinion. 

26th. A petition of Peter Gott, eſquire, com- 
plaining of an undue election and return of bur- 
geſſes, or barons, to ſerve in this preſent convention 


for this port, in pre} judice of the petitioner, was read. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. | 

April 1, 1689. Colonel Birch reported the matter 
upon the petition of Sir John Auſtin againſt Thomas 


| Frewen, eſquire, concerning the election for this 


town; that the queſtion was, Whether the right of 
election of barons, to ſerve in parliament for this 
town, was in the freemen, that were reſident in the 
town, only ; or in the freemen of the town, that are 
not reſident there, as well as thoſe that are reſident 
in the ſame. 

For the petitioner, the counſel inſiſted, that the 
petitioner had 16 unqueſtionable votes; and Mr. 
Frewen but 21, but 5 of them were made by Mr. 
Crouch, and 4 by Mr. Radford, who were. not 


lawful mayors, and conſequently they not freemen : 


ſo that, ſubſtrafting theſe from Mr. Frewen's poll, 
there would only twelve remain, and fo Sir Tohn 
would have the majority. 

A poll delivered in by the petitioner, taken for 
Sir John Auſtin and Sir John Darrell; 
Cadman ſaid, the perſons who ſigned the poll 
are 163 and he knew them to be reſident within the 
town at the time of the election. 


I | Jeke 


Jecke ſaid, he had lived in the town above 60 
years; and has been free 38 years: that he has been 
town-clerk ſeveral years; and from the 26th of 
Henry VI. to the time of the act of regulations, 
there is not one precedent of any foreign freeman 
that appeared at any election: that all the free- 
men are ſworn to pay ſcot and lot, which was al- 
ways underſtood to bear part of their charges of the 


franchiſes z but he never knew foreigners to pay 


towards the charge of the pariſh : that he never 
knew any foreign freeman ever vote, till the act of 


regulations, unleſs they had been members of par- 


liament a year before : that he never knew any 
foreign freeman ſerve at any coronation as barons, 
till King Charles the II's time; and it was but one 
then: that for the 11 years he was town-clerk, there 
was never a farthing charge paid by any foreign 
freeman towards the charge of bailiff to Yarmouth, 
or wharfage ; but apprehends, if ſcotted they ought 
to pay, but never knew them ſcotted. 

They then produced an act of the brotherhood 
and Gheſtling, (which is in the nature of a parlia- 
ment for the Cinque Ports) That none but reſident 


freemen ſhould vote at any election for any head- 


officers or barons: this was dated the 2oth of 
King Charles II. 


Mr. Tourney, a witneſs, — That Auguſt 168 f, was 


the day of election of mayor by cuſtom in the town; 


and twenty freemen appeared: that he and Crouch 


were candidates; and that Crouch had but nine 


votes, and he (Tourney) eleven: that thereupon 
he demanded to be ſworn, and was ſworn by the 
old mayor going out of office; but Mr. Crouch 


petitioned the council, and was appointed to act for 


the preſent, and he left to reſtore himſelf by law: 
that he ſued out three mandamus's, and at laſt had 
judgment, and was reſtored ; but, pending this, 
Mr. Crouch had called ſeveral aſſemblies, which 
cannot be but by a legal mayor, and made Wil- 
liam Williams, Anthony Knight, John Collins, 
John Brook, and John Harberd, freemen : that, 
when he (Turney) had the poſſeſſion of the mayor - 
alty, he called an aſſembly; and it being moved, 
whether theſe freemen, admitted by Mr. Crouch, 
were legally admitted, they were diſallowed, and 
ſet aſide : that, at the next election, Mr. Radford 
oppoſed him in the mayoralty : that he (Tourney) 
had the majority ; but Mr. Radford petitioned the 
King and council, and got him out of poſſeſſion. 
He faid, when a mayor was re- elected, or dies, 
the eldeſt jurat ſwears the mayor by cuſtom ; but 
the eldeſt jurat refuſed to ſwear him, and going 
about to ſwear Mr. Radford, he diſmiſſed the hun- 
dred ; and then one jurat ſwore Mr. Radford alone, 
contrary to the expreſs words of the charter, that 
requires two to be preſent : that he was ſworn before 
two jurats, and did act till information was brought 
againſt him for a riot; and ſays, the old mayor 
ought to act, till he has charged his ſucceſſor. 

Jeke ſaid, he had ſearched the records, and 
there are four freemen entered there, as made by 
Radford, viz. Streeton, Dorrington, Davis, and 
Longley. 

Mannouch faid, theſe were made by Radford. 

For Mr. Frewen, . . . . inſiſted, that the queſtion 
was only, whether the foreign freemen had a right 
to vote, as well as the reſidents; and it was not 
material, whether they were made by a mayor de 
fatto, or de jure. 

Dorrington delivered in a poll; and ſaid, in all, 
there polled for Mr. Frewen 26, viz. 21 reſident 
freemen, and 5 foreign: that he heard, there were 

Pax II. 
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two others who would have voted ſor Mr. Frewen; 
but they did not come in, nor were they polled, 
the door being ſhut (as uſual at elections) but it 
was not locked: that he was made free by Mr. 
Radford. 


Goram and Gower ſaid, two others came to the 
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door to vote for Mr. Frewen and Mr. * Goff; but * Query 
did not come in, the door being ſhut, though not Gott. 


locked. 


Gillart ſaid, he had been a freeman 24 years; 
that he has known foreign freemen vote for bur- 
geſſes; and never knew them refuſed. He ſaid, he 
refuſed to ſwear Mr. Tourney, becauſe Mr. Rad- 
ford had the majority of voices; Mr. Radford 
having 9, and Mr. Tourney 7; but Mr. Tourney 
had beſides 5 of the expunged men, turned out by 
the Regulators of the corporation : that Mr. Rad- 
ford had the ſtaff, and ated as mayor; and the 
mayors uſed always to be ſworn by the eldeſt jurat. 

Sir Dennis Aſhburhham ſaid, he is, and has been 
a foreign freeman of this corporation ever ſince the 
commiſſion in 1662 : has voted ſeveral times for the 
mayor; once for Webb, another time for Radford, 
being ſent for by the town; but never voted for 
burgeſſes before now, when he voted for Mr. Frewen 


and Mr. Gott: that he claimed his vote as a free- Goff in 


man, and it was allowed. 


the Jour- 


They then produced an order, anno 1661, made 


by the mayor, jurats, and commonalty, of this 
town; by which it was reſolved, that a freeman, b 
dwelling out of the franchiſes, ſnould not loſe his 
freedom. 

Another witneſs ſaid, none but freemen of the 
corporation, whether reſident or not, carry the cano- 
py at the coronation; and ſeveral freemen, non- re- 
ſidents, have been choſen to ſerve: that Sir Edward 
Frewen, who lived at Putney, was choſen to carry 
it: and Mr. Holman, in 1660, was non-reſident, 
and voted, with others, ſeveral times in aſſemblies 
for mayors ; but cannot ſay, for any parliament- 
men. 

Then the oath of a freeman was read, whereby 
they ſwear to pay ſcot and lot. Upon the whole the 
committee reſolved, | 

1. That the right of election of barons, to ſerve 
in parliament for this ancient town, is in the free- 
men, that are reſident in the ſaid town, only. | 
2. That Thomas Frewen, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a baron, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for this town. 

3. That Sir John Auſtin, baronet, is duly ele&- 
ed a baron, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this town. 

The ſaid 3 reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed to by the houſe : and the mayor ordered 
forthwith to attend, and amend the return. 

March 24th. A petition of Caleb Banks and 
Thomas Frewen, eſquires, was read ; ſhewing, 
that the petitioners were duly elected, by the ma- 
Jority of the legal votes, for this port: yet not- 
withſtanding, the mayor had returned Sir John Au- 
ſtin and Sir John Dorrell, as duly elected, in pre- 
judice of the petitioners: and praying &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 6, 1690. The ſame petition in ſubſtance 
was again read. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, 
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Nov. 12th. Mr. Grey reported the matter on the 
ſaid petition, thus — It was agreed, the right of 
election was in the mayor, jurats, and freemen, of 
this port. 

Dornington delivered in a copy of a poll, which, 
he ſaid, he took by order of the petitioners. For 
Sir John Auſtin 19, for Sir John Dorrell 17, for 
the petitioners 18 each. That as to the ex- 
ceptions, the matter was thus: there was a diſpute 
between one Thomas Tourney and one Crouch, 
about the mayoralty of this town: and it was 
heard before the King and council; and the 
* determined for Crouch, and commanded him 

to go down, and act as mayor. Whereupon he 
went down, and called an aſſembly; and, by 
conſent of the majority of the freemen, makes ſeve- 
ral new freemen, ſix whereof voted for the petition- 
ers. That, after making of theſe new freemen, 
Mr. Tourney was by mandamus reſtored to the office 
of mayor; and calls an aſſembly, in which the 
freemen, who were made in Crouch's time, were 
disfranchiſed, as not being admitted according to 
cuſtom, there being no mayor de jure at that time. 
Afterwards Mr. Tourney calls another aſſembly, 
where, the ſaid new freemen being excluded, he ad- 
mitted, with conſent of the majority of the old free- 
men, ſeveral others; nine of whom voted for the 
ſitting-members. _ 

That one Gribble, who voted for the ſitting- 
members, was proved to be made free by his 
father's copy, though his father was diſcharged by 
the commiſſioners for regulating of corporations. 

That Tutty, and Jeke, ſenior, who voted for them 

alſo, were diſcharged in like manner. Upon the 
whole; the committee reſolved, 
1. That Thomas Gribble, Thomas Tutty, and 
Samuel Jeke, ſenior, being diſcharged by the com- 
miſſioners appointed by the act for regulating cor- 
porations, have a right to vote in barons 
to ſerve in parliament, for this port. 

2. That Sir John Auſtin is duly elected a baron, 
to ſerye in parliament, for this port. 

3. That Sir John Dorrell is duly elected a baron, 
to ſerve in parliament, for this port. 

The ſaid reſolutions, being twice read, were 


agreed unto by the houſe. 


Oct. 24, 1702. A petition of Edward Southwell, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
barons, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this town and port, the petitioner, and Thomas 
Fagg, and J oſeph Offley 2 eſquires, were candidates; 
and the petitioner was duly elected one of the ba- 
rons: but, contrary to the cuſtom of the town, 
Francis Young, the then mayor, admitted ſeveral to 
poll for Mr. Fagg, and Mr. Offley, as freemen who 
before (in his own mayoralty) had been put up to 
be freemen, and were rejected by the majority of 
the legal freemen; and ſeveral other perſons, that 


were not duly qualified, were polled for Mr. Fagg 


and Mr. Offiey, whom the ſaid Young hath return- 


ed, in prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 


Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
For, the ſame, with their opinion. 


Dec. 17th. Ordered in be reported on Saturday 


19th, Mr. Bromley, according to order, report- 
ed the matter, as follows; viz. that the poll | was 


agreed to be thus: for Mr. Fagg 40, for Mr. Ofley 
38. for Mr. Southwell 25, WS 


"The counſel for the petitioner. inſiſted, chat the 


right of election was . in che mayor, jurats, and 


in the freemen inhabiting in the port, and paying 
ſcot and lot. 

That the counſel for the ſitting members. denied 
reſidency to be neceſſary, or the paying ſcot and 
lot. 

That, u 20 the poia ai cehideney, evidence was 
given, and not pretended to be contradicted, unleſs 
in an inſtance or two, of gentlemen, who had ſerv- 
ed in ſeveral parliaments for the ſaid port, and did 
not inhabit there, and yet, at the next election after 
ſuch ſervice, had been allowed to vote. 

That, as to paying ſcot and lot, the oath of a 
freeman was produced ; where, among other things, 
every freeman {ſwears to pay all {cots and lots, which 
ſhall be due, or happen to be due, or granted to be 
levied, within this port, 

Afterwards witneſſes were called, who ſpoke to this 
matter; that they looked upon payment of ſcot and 
lot to be neceſſary; and that they had known thoſe 
objected to, that did not pay ſcot and lot. 

But it was proved by others, and not denied by 
the petitioner's witneſſes, that one Mr. Radford, 
who had been a juſtice of peace, and had fallen in- 
to decay, had voted, when he did not pay ſcot and 
lot. 

Walſh, as others, ſaid, that two or three were 
made free, and did not pay ſcot and lot, when they 
voted; one of which was an apprentice, the other 
a journeyman, and the laſt was cxcuſed by reaſon of 
poverty. But it was ſaid, thoſe were not diſputed 
eleftions : and no other inſtances, than theſe, being 
given, the committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of election of barons, to ſerve 
in parliament for this port, is only in the mayor, 
jurats, and in the freemen, inhabiting in the ſaid 
port, and paying ſcot and lot. 

That the right of election being thus ſettled, the 
petitioner's counſel excepted againſt 23, who voted 
for the ſitting members; five of whom they ſaid, 
were diſſenters (viz, Mr. Joſeph Tucker, John 
Hickmal, John Dixon, Daniel Sandown, and John 
Waite) and had not received the ſacrament within 
a year before they were made free; and therefore 
were not qualified, according to the corporation act 
13 Car. II. to be freemen of the port; ſince, by the 
conſtitution thereof, all the freemen are concerned 
in the goverament of it. 

To this it was anſwered, that all the freemen 
had a right to be ſummoned to their affembhes ; 
at which meetings, all matters, relating to the go- 
vernment of the port, are tranſacted: that indeed 
one Mr, Jeek, and ather diſſenters, formerly did 
not look upon themſelves legally qualified to vote 
and act at theſe meetings; and therefore, though 
they came ſometimes to them, being deſired to 
give their advice, they always. went away, as foon 
as they had given it. of 

It was urged, that theelection for barons to ſerve 
in parliament, was. not at theſe aſſemblies, but at 
another court, called RG; and they 
had uſed to vote there. 

It was replied, that the ſame perſons who wn; 
ſtituted the court of aſſemblies, likewiſe conſtituted 
the hundred-court; and that, if they had no right 
to be members of the one, they could not be mem- 
bers of the other, nor conſequently to vote there. | 

That it was. further offered for the petitioner, 
that there were three ways of making freemen for 


this port, viz. the eldeſt ſons of freemen, born after. 


their fathers were made free, had a right at 21 years 
of age, and might demand: their freedom: 2dly; 
Every er make one: gdly. Any perſon 
might 
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might be made free, with the conſent of the ma- 

of the freemen, at an aſſembly; but the uſage 

of this port was, that, if any perſon, ſo put up to 

be made free, was rejected, he could not be put up 
in in the ſame mayoralty. 

That ſeveral witneſſes were called to prove this 
uſage; and no evidence to prove the contrary, but 
in the caſe of Allen Olive, who was rejected, and 
made free afterwards in the ſame mayoralty : and 
to this it was replied, he was made free, as the 
mayor's freeman. 

That then evidence was given of four, (viz. Wal- 
ter Walters, Thomas Hills, Thankfull Biſhop, and 
John Young,) who had been rejected the laſt year, 
and were put up again, and made free, in the ſame 
mayoralty : and that theſe four, with the five diſ- 
ſenters, made thirteen others free, by the majority 
of their votes ; who, it was inſiſted, were not there- 
fore duly made freemen. | 

Swain, who voted for the ſitting members, was 
excepted to, for not paying ſcot and lot. | 

That for the ſitting members, and in excuſe for 
making the freemen that were rejected, and others, 
it was ſaid, that they were men of good ſubſtance : 
that the mayor having often declared his intention 
of making more freemen, and had mentioned to 
them, that he underſtood, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons deſigned the increaſe of the number of electors 
in thoſe places, where they did not exceed 50; and 
therefore thought it a prudent precaution in them 
make the freemen here at leaſt 50. | 

Then they proceeded to prove indirect prac- 
tices: and called Osborn and Hicknal, who 
faid, Lord Aſhburnham came to this town, 
and treated the freemen about a month before 
the election, and before the diſſolution of the 
laſt parliament : that he then recommended the 
petitioner to them; and told them, that would be 
the way to have a good harbour, and to have con- 
voys and protections; in which the petitioner, be- 
ing at court, would be more capable than another 
to ſerve them: and faid, ſome of their neighbours 
told them, they had protections. 

They further ſaid, they could except to ſeveral, 
who voted for the petitioner, as having not received 
the ſacrament; but named none: and ſaid, he had 
not proved any of them ſo qualified. They then ſup- 
poſed, the committee would not examine into mak- 
ing of freemen ſome years ago, they being in poſ- 
ſeſſion, and not made free on this occaſion. Where- 
upon the committee reſolved, 

1. That Thomas Fagg, eſquire, is duly elected a 
baron, to ſerve in this parliament for this port. 

2. That Joſeph Offley, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a baron, wo ſerve in this parliament, for this 
= That Edward Southwell, eſquire, is duly elect- 


ed a baron, to ſerve in this parliament for this port. 


The ſaid three reſolutions, upon being read a ſe- 
cond time, were agreed unto by the houſe : and the 
return ordered to be amended. 

Nov. 2, 1505. A petition of Charles Fagg, and 
Philips Gibbon, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 


at the election of barons to ſerve in this parliament - 


for this port, Mr. Nicholas Mannouch, then mayor, 
admitted perfons. to vote for Edward Southwell, and 
Philip Herbert, eſquires, who had no right to vote ; 
and denied ſeveral. to vote for the petitioners, who 


had a right ; and though the petitioners had the 


majority of legal voters, yet the mayor hath re- 
turned Mr. Southwell and Mr. Herbert, in preju- 
dice of the petitioners, and the rights of the ſaid 
part : and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be teferred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 

Dec. 4, 1706. A petition of Charles Fagg, and 
Philips Gibbon, in ſubſtance the fame with the 
former, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 

Jan. 20. Ordered, to be reported on Thurſday 
next. 
23d. Mr. Compton reported the matter, upon 
the ſaid petition, thus — That upon the poll the 
numbers were, for the petitioners 19, for the ſitting 
members 21. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the mayor, jurats, and freemen, paying ſcot and lot, 
reſident within the port, or who had been reſident 
within twelve months before the election. 

That the petitioners counſel inſiſted, that one per- 
ſon, who had polled for the ſitting members, had 
no right to vote; and ſix others, who were refuſed 
by the mayor (as not qualified according to the 
ſtatute 13. Car. II. for well governing and regulat- 
ing corporations) ought to be added to the petition- 
ers poll ; which would give them a majority. 

Mr. Gribble proved, that Mr. Martin, who 


polled for the fitting members, had not lived in the 


town theſe twelve years : that he neither paid ſcot 
or lot there, or had an houſe; but owned, when he 
left the town, he went to ſea in the King's ſervice, 
and was employed in a Cuſtom-houſe ſloop, during 
the peace; nor did he know he had any ſettlement 
elſewhere : that his daughter lived here for three 
years paſt, but ſhe was only a lodger. 


As to the fix perſons, viz. (John Young, Thank- | 


full Biſhop, Robert Hounſell, John Dadd, Joſeph 
Breads, George Burwaſh,) who were refuſed by the 
mayor, the petitioners counſel produced the aſſem- 
bly-book ; whereby it appeared, they had all ſix 
been made free : and called 

Gribble, and others, who proved they offered to 
poll for the petitioners, but were refuſed by the 
mayor, who ſaid, they might be free to ſome pur- 

» but not to chuſe members of parliament ; 
and, if he admitted them to poll, he could not re- 
turn the ſitting members. 

Mr. Walters ſaid, in March 1704, the mayor 
ſaid, they ſhould be free, or not, according as they 
voted, notwithſtanding their mandamus. Theſe laſt 
perſons alſo ſaid, that the ſix were warned by the 
ſerjeant to be at the election; and that they were 
warned, and had appeared at the next aſſembly that 
was held after the election: and Thankfull Biſhop, 
one of che ſix, had paid half duties to Mr. Mannouch, 
the mayor, for hops; and all, that are not freemen, 
pay whole duties. 

Breads, one of the ſix, ſaid, he was warned to the 
election by the ſerjeant; and the mayor aſked him 
to vote for Mr. Southwell and Mr. Herbert ; and 
had been at ſeveral aſſemblies ſince the laſt elec- 
tion; and the mayor declared, be it how it would, 
the ſitting members ſhould have it. 

That, as to their not being qualified according to 
the ſtatute 13 Car. II. for regulating corporations, 
the petitioners produced the reſolution of the 12th of 
November 2%, Will. et Mar. Reſolved, that Tho- 
% mas Gribble, Thomas Tutty, and Samuel Jeke, 
<* ſenior, being diſcharged by the commiſſioners ap- 
pointed by the act for regulating corporations, 
* have a right to vote in electing barons, to ſerve in 
“ parliament for this port of Ryc.” * 

at 


” 


dy 
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That then was read the 4th and 12th ſect. of the 
faid act, relating to the qualifying perſons concern- 


ed in the government of corporations, by receiving 


the ſacrament within a year next before their election. 

The counſel for the fitting members admitted, 
that theſe ſix perſons tendered their votes for the 
petitioners, and were refuſed by the mayor, becauſe 
they were not duly made freemen ; which they in- 
ſiſted upon. 

To prove this, they alledged, that in this port there 
are two courts, the Aſſembly and the Hundred- 
court: that the aſſembly- court conſiſted of the mayor, 
two jurats, and eight freemen at the leaſt ; and at 
this court freemen were made, and by-laws made, 
and leaſes let ; and at the Hundred-court, conſiſting 
of the mayor, jurats, and all the freemen, they 
chuſe the mayor and other officers, and alſo parlia- 
ment-men. 

That there are three ways of admitting freemen : 

1. Eldeſt ſons of freemen at 21 years of age have a 
right. — 2. The mayor has a right to name one; 
and all others are to be propoſed by the mayor in 
the aſſembly, and approved by the majority of the 
freemen preſent. And thus much was admitted by 
the petitioners counſel. 
But, for the ſitting members, the counſel in- 
ſiſted, that the freemen aſſiſting at a court of aſ- 
ſembly, being in the nature of a common-council, 
ought to qualify themſelves according to the cor- 
poration act; and alſo further, that in caſe any one 
has been propoſed to the aſſembly to be made free, 
and refuſed, he cannot be propoſed again in the 
ſame mayoralty : and called 

Meadows, who ſaid, he had known this port 26 

or 27 years, and always looked upon it, that no 
perſon, who had not qualified by receiving of the 
ſacrament, could vote in the Afſembly-court, but 
might in the Hundred-court ; and that he and four 
others went fourteen or fifteen miles to receive the 
ſacrament, ſo to qualify themſelves, 
Olive and Cadman faid, it was not uſual to come 
to the Aſſembly- court, without qualification: and 
Cadman ſaid, he knew one Tucker, being there, 
would not act, becauſe he had not qualified. 

They alſo produced an entry in the Aſſembly- 
book ; where, at a court held on the 6th of Decem- 
ber 1690, it was propoſed, whether Mr. Tutty had 
a right to ſit and act, being expunged by the late 
act of parliament; and it was carried he had a 
right. | 
+ That as to the other point, they called Robert 
Meadow, John Palmer, and Allen Olive, who ha 
known this town 35 years, as alſo Cadman, free 
almoſt 8 years; who ſaid, that the cuſtom was, if a 
perſon had been propoſed at an Aſſembly- court, to 
be made free, and refuſed, he could not be propoſed 
again in the ſame mayoralty; but they made no 


entry of the refuſal : and Meadow ſaid, he, about 


25 years ago, was propoſed, and refuſed ; and was 
alſo refuſed to be put up again in that year, the 
mayor ſaying, it was contrary to cuſtom : and Grib- 
ble was alſo refuſed 4 years ago on the ſame ac- 
count. 

Theythen called William Eaſter, who had been 
chamberlain of the court ; who ſaid, that four per- 


ſons, inſiſted to be added to the petitioners poll, 


(viz. John Young, Thankfull Biſhop, Walter Wal- 
ters, and Thomas Hills,) were rejected ſeveral 


times in Francis Young's mayoralty, but were at 
laſt elected in the ſame mayoralty ; as alſa to 


- Chifwell, Walmhurſt, and Swain, who polled for 


the petitioners ; and Barwalk, one of the fix, 
os 


inſiſted to be added to the petitioner's poll, 43 
choſen by perſons made free againſt the faid cuſtom. 
They read the report of the ryth of December, in 
the 1ſt year of the Queen, as evidence of the opinion 
of that parliament. 
They alſo called Odiarn, who faid, he took the 
poll at the election; and that the mayor refuſed the 
votes in queſtion ; ſaying, if he admitted them, he 
muſt make a return contrary to the act of parlia- 
ment; and that the report of the election in the 
laſt Houſe of Commons was read. 

In reply — the petitioners admitted, that the four 
perſons were ſo put up, and rejected, and admitted, 
in the ſame mayoralty; but inſiſted, there was no 
cuſtom againſt it; and produced a book of cuſtoms 
of the corporation. And called 

Mr. Tourney, who had been town-clerk in 1672, 
and mayor in 1681; who ſaid, he knew no fuch 
cuſtom ; nor upon examination of the books could 
he find any. 

They alſo produced copies of three peremptory 
mandamus's for reſtoring Walters, Burwaſh, and 
Wilmhurſt, 4/o Anne, whereto the mayor and jurats 
returned, they were never amoved. 

They alſo produced a copy of a record of an 
action, 3*. Anne, brought by Warner againſt the 
mayor and ſome of the jurats, for a falſe return to 
a mandamus for reſtoring him to his freedom, by 
returning, that he was never elected; upon which 
he had a verdidt, and recovered coſts and damages, 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

1. That Edward Southwell, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a baron to ſerve in this parliament for this 
port. 

2. That Philip Herbert, eſquire, is not duly 
„„ pealement tor this 


port. 

3. That Charles Fagg, eſquire, is duly elected a 
baron to ſerve in this parliament for this port. 

4. That Phillips Gibbon, eſquire, is duly elected 
a baron to ſerve in this parliament for this port. 

The two firſt reſolutions being read a ſecond 
time, were diſagreed unto by the houſe. 

Nov. 10, 1707. The houſe being moved, that 
ſeveral clauſes in the act of the 4th and 5th years 
of her Majeſty's reign ; entitled, An act for the 
* better ſecurity of her Majeſty's perſon and govern- 
ment, and of the ſucceſſion to the crown of Eng- 
* land in the Proteſtant line” (relating to di 
ſeveral officers to fit in parliament) might be read. 

The ſame were read accordingly. 

Reſolved, that every perſon, who, by an a& of the 
firſt ſeſſion of the laſt parliament, entitled, An act 
< for the better ſecurity of her Majeſty's perſon and 
government, and of the ſucceſſion to the crown of 
England in the Proteſtant line,” is diſabled, from 
and after the diſſolution, or determination, of the ſaid 
parliament, to fit, or vote, as a member of the 
Houſe of Commons, in any parliament to be there- 
after holden, is, by virtue of the faid a&, incapable 
of ſitting, or voting, as a member of the Houſe of 
Commons, in this preſent parli 

Ordered, that the commiſſioners of ſick and 
wounded do lay before the houſe, a liſt of the names 
of the commiſſioners of the ſick-and wounded. 

13th. A perſon attended from the ſaid commiſ- 
ſioners; and delivered the faid liſts. 

Ordered to lie upon the table, ro be peruſed by 
the members of the houſe. 

18th. The ſaid liſts were conſidered. 

Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his warrant 
to the clerk of the crown, — 
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for electing a baton to ſerve in this parliament for 
this port, in the room of Philip Herbert, eſquire, 
he being a commiſſioner of the ſick and * wounded, 
ſince the commencement of this parliament. 

Nov. 25, 1708. A petition of Edward Southwell, 
and John Aſhburnham, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that the right of electing barons, to ſerve in parlia- 
ment for this port, is in the freemen duly choſen by 
that ion, and no others: that, at the late 
clection of barons to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid 
port, Thomas Grebel, eſquire, the mayor, admitted 
ſeveral perſons to poll, who were not duly elected 
freemen according to the cuſtom and conſtitution of 
the town, and contrary to ſeveral determinations in 
the Houſe of Commons: that, though the petition- 
ers were duly elected, yet the mayor hath returned 
Phillips Gybbon, eſquire, and Sir John Norris, as 
members elected for the ſaid port, in manifeſt viola- 
tion of the rights of the ſaid freemen, and the great 
prejudice of the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar of the houſe, on 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of Edward Southwell, 
and John Ellis, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 


the right of electing barons to ſerve in parliament 
for this port, is in the freemen, duly choſen by the 


corporation, only: that, at the laſt election, Walter 
Walters, eſquire, the mayor, admitted ſeveral per- 
ſons to poll, who were not duly elected freemen 
according to the ſaid conſtitution, and contrary to 
ſeveral determinations of the Houſe of Commons; 
yet the petitioners were duly elected by the majority 
of legal freemen ; but the mayor hath returned Sir 
John Norris, and Phillips Gybbon, eſquire, in ma- 
nifeſt wrong to the ſaid legal freemen, and the peti- 
tioners : and praying &a. = | | 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine, and report the matter, 
with their opinion. = 

Feb. 15. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Saturday morning next. ' | 

17th. Mr. Freeman reported, according to order, 
the matter upon the ſaid petition— That the poll 
was thus: 29 for the ſitting members, 17 for the peti- 
tioners. That the right of election was agreed to 
be in the mayor, jurats, and freemen, inhabiting in 
the port, paying ſcot and lot. 1 'f | 

That the petitioners counſel inſiſted, that the free- 
men are to be elected at the Afiembly=courr : that, 


according to the cuſtom of this port, when any per- 


ſons, propoſed to be made free, have been rejected 
at the Aſfſembly-court, ſuch perſons cannot be ad- 
mitted to freedom during the mayoralty, in which 
they were rejected; and that freemen ought to qua- 
lify to vote in the Afſembly-court, by receiving 
the ſacrament, according to the corporation act: 


that under theſe heads, they objected to 16 of 
ſitting members votes; 4 of whom, viz. Hills, 


the 
Walters, Biſhop, and Young, had been propoſed to 
be made free, and rejected, in Mr. Young's mayor- 
alty, in 1701, and after made free in the ſame 
mayoralty : _ | | 

And called Cadman, Palmer, Mannoch, and 
Eaſton; who ſaid, they had known the port 30, 


40, and 50 years, and always underſtood it to be a 


cuſtom, that perſons, who applied for their freedom 
at the Aſſembly- court, and were rejected, could 


not be made free during the ſame mayoralty; and 


that freemen muſt quality themſelves by receiving 

the ſacrament, or they cannot vote at the Aſſembly- 

court; and they never knew it otherwiſe, till Mr. 

Young's mayoralty, in 1701 : but that ſome people, 
Parr II. | 
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who had not qualified themſelves, have ſometimes ap- 
peared and acted at the Afſembly-court, althoꝰ they 


were excepted to; and others have refuſed to come, or 


act, there, apprehending themſelves not qualified, be- 
cauſe they had not received the ſacrament. And th- 
witneſſes ſaid, they apprehended the ſacrament muſt be 
received by the freemen within three months after 
their election: that all freemen, who will qualify 
themſelves, may come to the Aſſembly- court; and, 
when they are put upon the election, they never en- 
quire, whether they have received the ſacrament or 
no: that the four perſons, objected to, were put up in 
Mr. Young's mayoralty, in 1702, and then objected 
to, and afterwards made free in the fame mayoralty : 
that they look upon the A ſſembly- courts to be in the 
nature of common; councils: leaſes are granted, and 
all corporation acts done, there: that all freemen, 
without diſtinction, vote in electing the officers, 
and members of parliament: 

That they read copies of the journals relating to 
elections for this town, in 1702 and 1706; whereby 
it appears, this cuſtom was inſiſted on, and was ob- 
jected to; and the four perſons were then likewiſe 
objected to, for the ſame reaſon, as now. 

That for the ſitting members it was inſiſted, it 
was not neceſſary to receive the ſacrament. 

That they produced the reſolution for this pur- 
poſe in the election for this town in 1690: and 
called | 

Thomas Gribble and Joſeph Tucker; who ſaid, 
they had known the port 20 years, and never, till 
lately, heard of any ſuch pretence, that freemen once 
rejected could not be made free in the ſame mayor- 
alry : that there is no ſuch cuſtom among the laws 
and cuſtoms in their books: that the four men, 
now objected to, have been allowed to vote in their 
Aſſembly-courts, and for mayors and off cers of the 
port, and for members of parliament : that one of 
them, viz. Walter Walters, brought a mandamus, in 
1705, againſt Mr. Manouch, the then mayor, who 
refuſed him; and was thereupon reſtored : that all 
the freemen take the ſame oath, and they knew no 
diſtinct authority in any of the freemen. 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

1. That Thomas Hills, Walter Walters, Thank- 
full Biſhop, and John Young, having been pro- 
poſed to be made free, and rejected, at a court of 
aſſembly, and - afterwards made free in the fame 
mayoralty, are not legal freemen of this port. 

That upon this reſolution, it was admitted, that 
John Dadd, Edward Wilmhurſt, and William 
Chiſwell, three other of the ſitting member voters, 
are not good votes. 

That the petitioner's counſel excepted to four 
others, viz. Beards, Swain, Hounſell, and War- 
ner, as being made freemen by a majority of fr=e- 
men, who were diſſenters, and had not qualified 
themſelves by receiving the ſacrament: to which 
point was called, for the petitioners, Eaſton ; who 
ſaid, the majority, by whom Warner was made 
free, was by diſſenters, who had not qualified 
themſelves : but could not ſpeak as to the other 
three. 

Manouch, and others, ſaid, none ought to come 
to the Aſſembly- court, but thoſe who qualify them- 
ſelves by receiving the ſacrament; and thoſe, who 
will qualify, have right to fit and act there. 

For the ſitting- members, was called Gribble, 
who ſaid, he had known the town 40 years: that 
all freemen, if they will, may come to the Aſſem- 


bly- court, whether qualified or not: and he has 


known ſeveral diſſenters vote and act there, who 
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4 That Phillips Gybbon, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a baron, to ſerve in this parliament, for this 


I 
3 ik 


yet 
Sir John 
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RTE GATE. 


' * borough is within the county of Surry, 
and returned members to parkament in the 
1. f. K 26thof Edward I. I meet with no memoirs of the 
3- right of election, before the reformation: thoſe 
fince, which are in the journals, are here as fol- 
low. * 
April 20th, 1640. Mr. Jones reports the caſe 
this town. — Three returned Mr. Thurland, Sir 
John Bladder, Mr. Robert Godwin: Mr. Thur- 
hnd's election appeared clear, on the view of the 
indentures. The caſe of the other two referred to 
the further conſideration of the committee. 
Ordered, that Mr. Thurland is well elected, and 
returned; and may come and fit in the houſe. 
OR. 25, 1680. A petition of Deane Goodwin, 
Ordered, chat it be referred to the committee of 
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privileges and cleftions, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. | 
with two reſolves ; viz. . 0 

1. That Ralph Freeman, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for this 


borough. 
2. That Deang Goodwin, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ferve in this preſent parliament, 
Whereto (they being twice read) the houſe agreed. 
Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of Thomas Vincent, 
eſquire, was read ; complaining of an undue return 
made of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this convention, for 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
March 1. Colonel Birch reports from the ſaid 
That upon conſideration, the committee had re- 
folved, | | 
That Sir John Parſons, knight, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
That Thomas Vincent, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. —— Whereto (they being twice 
read) the houſe agreed: and ordered the return 
be amended. : 
March 24, 1689 A petition of Thomas Vincent, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that on the 26th of 
February, the election for burgeſſes was had at this 


borough, where the petitioner was duly elected one 


rough, to return him with Sir John Parſons, his 
father, though unduly elected; whereby the petiti- 
oner is deprived of his right of ſitting in the houſe - 
and praying &cc. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
October 6th, A petition of Thomas Vincent, eſ- 


. Ordered to be referred as his former-petition. - 
Dee. 3, 1695. A petition of Thomas Windſor 
and Roger James, eſquires, was read; fhewing, 


that the petitioners were duly elected burgeſſes to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough : 


Parſons, eſquire, have by undue means, and in- 
competent votes, obtained a majority ; and thereby 
prevailed with the bailiff of the faid borough to re- 
turn them as duly choſen : and praying &c. 
Ordered, to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and report 
OR. 18, 1722. A petition of Humphrey Par- 
ſons, eſquire, alderman of London, and Richard 
Mead, eſquire, citizen of London, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that at the election of members to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, the petitioners and the 
right honourable Sir Joſeph Jekyll, knight, maſter 
of the rolls, and James Cocks, eſquire, were can- 
didates; 
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dates; and upon a poll then demanded, and had, 


borough, in the room of Sir Joſeph Jekyll, knight, 
made lord commiſſioner of the great ſeal. 


St. ALBANS. 


" [| HiSborough, firuate in the county of Hertford, 
| is 2 very ancient one; and was fo at the time 
of the firſt writ for clefting citizens and burgeſſes, 
in the 23 of Edward I. Whether it was fummon- 


meets with of the ſheriff of the county relating to 

this borough, is in the 28th of Edward I. Sed 

Ballrv. nulium inde michi dederunt 

im In the 35th of that King (which doctor Willis 

749- 26 writes, was the firſt time it returned) Mr. Prynne 

: ſopra. has fer down the names of its repreſentatives, and 
the like in the 1ſt and 5th years of Edward II. but 
the following year they were omitted by the ſheriff, 

as appears by the following petition of complaint. — 

o. Parl. Ro. Parl. tent. apud Weftmonafterium in oftabis Santli 

Ed. II. Hillarii, anno regni Regis Ed. II. 8* num. 233. 

33. Ad petitionem burgenfium ville de Santo Albano ag- 
geremium rei, quod licet iþfi tenent villam prediftam 
de Ree in capite, et ii fiewt ceteri burgenſes regni ad 

| Periiamenta Regis cum ea ſummoniri contigerit, per duos 
comburgenſes ſuos venire debeant, prout totis retroattis 
temporidus venire confſueverunt, proomnimodis ſervitiisreg- 
ii faciendis; que quidem ſervitia iidem burgenſes, et ante -· 
ceſſores ſai burgenſes ville pred. tam tempore Domini 
Eu naper Regis Anglize patris Regis, et progenito- 
ras ſuerum, quam tempore Regis nunc ſemper ante in- 
Sans parkament. ut premittitur, preftiterant, mina 
run burgeafaum fic pro difta villa ad pariiamenta 
Regis venientinum in rotulis Cancellarie ſemper irrotu- 
lata faeruns : michilominus vicecomes comit. Hert. ad pro- 
carationes et faverem abbatis de Sanfio Abano, et ejus 
confilium, burgenſes pr edi®05 pr emunire, ſex nomina corum 
Neat ad ipſum pertinuit returnare, ut ipfi fervitium 
feum pr edifiun facere poſſent, penitus recuſavit, in con- 

CT et burgenfrum pred: torum pr ejudicinm 

exheredationis periculum manife - 

2 anifeftum; fuper quo pe- 

Reſponſio. —Scrutentur rotult, Ec. de Cancellaria 

# remperibus progenitorum R. Burgenſes pr editit ſo- 
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lebamt venire, vel non, er tanc frat eis ſuper hoc juſti- 
tra vocatis evorandis, fi neceſſe furrit. 
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This was the petition and anſwer : but Mr. Prynne | 


Prynne the i 
members, before the 35th of Edward the firſt, to 

be falſe ; and the return of the ſheriff of the coun- 
ty of Hertford to bis writ, 28 Ed. I. ſeems to 
: make it ſo appear, for they then had a writ, but 
made no return. Mr. Prynne alſo intimates, that 
this was the King's opinion, who directed the rolls 


Ach Regist. 
ion of returning? 22 


to be ſearched: nor had they any relief upon the pe- Ib. goo. 


tition, nor made any returns until the iſt of Edward 


the ſecond; from which year, to the 5th of that Willis, 
King, they returned, and ceaſed afterwards, until 1749. 26. 


King Edward the fixth reftored and incorporated 
it : and from that time, I apprehend, it has returned 
to this time. The memoirs relating to its elections, 
ſince its reſtoration, are theſe. 

May 21, 1660. Mr. Turner reports, from the 
committee of privileges and elections, the caſe upoii 
the return for this borough, —That, upon the exa- 
mination of the fact, it appeared, that according to 
the poll taken by the officers appointed thereunto by 
the mayor of the ſaid borough, Wiiliam Foxwiſt, 
eſquire, had the greater number of voices, than 
colonel Alban Cox; and that although by the 
poll, taken by another perſon, who was not appoint- 
ed by the mayor, colonel Cox had a greater number 
of votes than the ſaid Mr. Foxwiſt; the com- 
mittee are notwithſtanding * of opinion, the ſaid 
other officer not being ſo appointed by the mayor, 
that the ſaid Mr. Foxwiſt is duly elected, and ought 
to ſit : whereto the houſe 

May 30, 1685. A petition of Sir Samuel Grim- 
ſton, baronet, touching the election for this borough, 
was read. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee ci 
privileges and elections, to examine, and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of John Gape, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election of burgeſſes 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough, colonel 
George Churchill, the petitioner, and Joſhua and 
Thomas Lomax, eſquires, were candidates; where 
the ſaid Joſhua, by ſeveral illegal practices, procured 
ſeveral perſons to vote for hitn, as well ſuch as had a 
right, as fuch as had no right; who, by the mayor's 
permiſſion, were admitted to poll, though objected to 
by the petitioner : and, upon a ſcrutiny, it appeared, 
that the petitioner had the majority of legal voters 
beyond the ſaid Joſhua Lomax, and ought to have 
been returned with colonel Churchill ; but the 
mayor hath returned the ſaid Joſhua, in prejudice 
of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Qrdered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

27. Ordered, that the grants of ſuch charities as be- 
long to this borough, and the ſeveral books and writings 
concerning the diſtribution of the ſame; and alſo the 
ſeveral books relating to the freemen, within the ſaid 
borough ; be forthwith left, by ſuch perſons as have 
the ſame, with the clerk of the committee of privi- 


leges and elections, to be inſpected by the perſons 


concerned, or their agents ; who may take copies 
thereof, as they ſhall think fit. 

March 8th. Ordered to be reported on Monday 
next. 

roch. Sir Rowland Gwynn, according to order, 
from the committee, the matter as follows ; 
= >] 
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That the firſt queſtion was the right of election. 

The petitioner inſiſted, that the right of election 
was in the mayor, aldermen, freemen, and ſuch 
houſeholders only as pay ſcot and lot. | 

Mr. Lomax inſiſted, that it was in the mayor, 
aldermen, freemen, and all houſeholders, whether 
they paid ſcot and lot, or no. —To this point was 
called | 
Mr. Ayleworth, town-clerk ; who ſaid, he had 


known this borough above 30 years, and the ſeveral - 


elections within 20 years: that thoſe, who did not 


pay ſcot and lot, had been received upon. the poll, 


in order to hinder tumults; but were always que- 
ried : but, by reaſon of the great majority on one 
ſide, it had never been conteſted ; yet he owned, the 
freemen had a right to vote, without paying. 

Tiſdale and Lee faid, they had known the bo- 
rough go and 40 years; and Howard 60: the 
firſt and laſt ſaid, that all the houſeholders had 
voted, without exception : but Mr. Lee * they 
had been excepted to. 


The counſel for the petitioner called no other 


witneſs; but inſiſted, by the law of the land, and 
in einn, that thoſe, who did not contribute to the 


charge of the borough, ſhould not vote in the 


electing members to parliament. 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, | 

1. That the right of electing burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the mayor, 
aldermen, freemen, and ſuch hogſebolders only, who 
pay ſcot and lot. | 

That this reſolution being Agreed to by the com- 
mittee, Mr. Lomax's counſel agreed, the petitioner 
had the majority; but inſiſted, that by bribes and 
treats, he had procured it, and was thereoy ren- 
dered unqualified to fit in the houſe : and called 

Beeſon, Eaton, Tibbs and Chandler; whoſe evi- 
dence was, that Beeſon, Eaton, and Tibbs, were at 


Chandler's houſe the Monday before the election; and 


the petitioner's brother was there, and John Barnard, 
who aſked votes for the petitioner : that Mr. Tho» 
mas Gape gave Beeſon five thillings to vote for the 
petitioner : that Eaton was promiſed, in caſe, he 
would do ſo, that my Lord ſhould give him what 
he would aſk” in reaſon : that Tibbs had two ſix- 
pences of Mr, Gape : that they ſtaid at Chandler's 
till next morning: that Mr. Gape and Mr. Barnard 
paid the reckoning, which was eight or nine ſhil- 
lings: however, they voted for Mr. Lomax. At 
the ſame time Chandler owned, he had, about a 
week before the election, drawn drink to the value 
of 40 ſhillings, at twice, for Mr. Lomax's brother, 
who was a candidate alſo : That he did not know he 
made intereſt for his brother; but. ſaid, that Beeſon 
and Eaton, and Tibbs, and others, drank of it; of 
whom ſome voted for one Partys and ſome for an- 
other. 

Mary . and Lee. ſaid, Mr. Fothergill, Ke 
petitioner's nephew, told her, if her husband would 
vote for the petitioner, he would deliver up a leaſe 
of an houſe her husband's father had bought of one 
Pooley ; but he voted for bath the Lomax's., _ 

Somerſield ſaid, that Mr. Marſon, a nephew of 
the petitioner, aſked him. whq he was for? and he 
telling him, he was. for Mr. Lomax, Marſon de- 
manded a guinea he owed him for a gun; hut told 
him, if he would not vote for either, he would not 
be paid: that he accordingly did not vote; and he 
met Marſon afterwards, who told him, he was fatis- 
fied. 
Mary Springate Taid, Mr. Fothergill p promiſed, if 
her husband would vote for the petitioner, he ſhould 
have as great a ſhare of Gawen's charity, as any : 


that he did vote for the petitioner and Mr. TUG 
but ſhould not have done fo for Mr. Gape, but on 
that condition : the | owned, he had not had any 
of the charity; nor did he pay ſcot and lot. 
Packer ſaid, Mr. Fothergill ſpake to him to vote 


for the petitioner ; and he had 10 ſhillings of the 
charity, which he thinks was for his vote : that he 
voted for the petitioner and Mr. Lomax : but own- 


ed, he neither paid ſcot and lot, or was free. 
Harrop ſaid, that about a week before the elec- 
tion, ſhe went to the petitioner, for ſome of the 
charity : er > Yi 
the mayor's hands ; and aſked her husband's 
for the petitioner : to which ſhe replied; ſhe dd ner 
know but he might vote for him; be went, and told 
the | petitioner, who ſent her 25. and 64. 'and ſent 
to her afterwards, not to ſpeak of it, for there was 
no more left: and one Townſend's- wife ſaid the 
ſame : but it appeared, that Harrop was, admitted 
to live in the pariſh by certificate 3 and/Townſend 
did not pay ſcot and lot. 
Beech ſaid, b 
him, he would vote for the petitioner, if he could 
pick up 20 fhillings 3 and Martin ſaid, his buſineſs 


ſhould be done: and that old Mr. Gape aſked his 


vote for his ſon, and ſaid, if he would give it, he 
ſhould have part of the charity; and ordered him 
10 ſhillings, which Martin paid him; and after 
told him, Mr. Lomax could do him no kindneſs, 
but we can: but he owned, he did not pay ſcot 
and lot. 


- Butler ſaid, the carl of Marlborongb was at the 


election; but did not obſerve, he meddled in ic. | 
For the petitioner—that there was vesy irregular 

and indirect practices for Mr. Lomax: and called 
Mr. Fothergill, a clergyman; who ſaid, that the 

mob were ready to pull off his gows in the ſtreets; 


and inſulted him when he went to ſpeak for — 


tioner, whoſe friends proved upon the ſcrutiny, that 
there were 12 who voted. for Mr. Lomax, having 


no right: that the mayor aid, hes; ought to. be 


tried above: that the mob threatned the mayor, in 
caſe he returned Mr. r 
on his houſe. 5 


* If you comm Lomax, we'll be ſtill as A mouſe : 


9 Hrn Gepethen.durn comaryeur beuſe.” | 


Upon the whole the,committee reſolved, | 
2. That Joſhua Lomax, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed | Avant ro ſerve in this parliament for this 


2- That Jabo Gepa, Ai, is not duly elected 


3 Jes 


rough. _. 

The tid ahree refaluvions 8 were 
agreed unto by the houſe: declared, that the 
faid election is à void election: and ordered a new 
writ for a new election in Mr. Lomax's room. 


Jan. 13, 1701. A petition of Joſhua Lomax, 


eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that. at the election of 
burgeſſes to ſerye in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, the petitioner, and John Gape, junior, 


eſquire, with others, were candidates; and many ille- | 


gal practices were made ule of on behalf of the ſaid 
Mr. Gape, at the ſaid election, to the * 
prejudice: and praying &c. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine, and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

ch. A petition of ſeveral houſcholders, of and 
within this borough, in behalf of themſelyes, and 
other 
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other freemen, inhabiting within the ſaid borough, 
paying ſcot and lot, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
election of members to ſerve in this parliament, by the 
permiſſion of the mayor, aldermen, and town-clerk, 
ſeveral fi who had no right, were admitted 
to poll, contrary to the cuſtom of the ſaid borough ; 
whereby, and by other undue means, a majority of 
votes was procured for John Gape, junior, eſquire : 
but Joſhua Lomax, eſquire, had a majority of right- 
ful voters; yet Mr. Gape is returned, in wrong to 
the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the conſideration 
of the committee of privileges and elections, to exa- 
mine the matter, and report the ſame, with their 
opinion. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of Henry Killigrew, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late election 
of members to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, George Churchill, eſquire, John Gape, eſquire, 
and the petitioner, were candidates; and that the peti- 
tioner was duly choſen by a majority of legal voters, 
and ought to have been returned a burgeſs to ſerve 
for the ſaid borough; but William Stone, eſquire, the 
mayor, hath returned Mr. Gape, in wrong to the 
petitioner ; and uſed ſeveral illegal practices for 
Mr. Gape ; polling ſeveral unqualified perſons, and 
refuſing ſeveral to poll for the petitioner, that were 
qualified : and Mr. Gape, and Mr. Ayleward, the 
town-clerk, and other agents for Mr. Gape, did, 
by bribery, threats, and other unlawful means, pro- 
cure many votes, to the prejudice of the petitioner, 
and the rights of the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

22d. Ordered to be reported on Saturday morn- 
ing next. 


24. Mr. Compton reported from the ſaid commit- 


tee, the matter upon the ſaid petition ; viz. that upon 
the poll, the numbers were — for the petitioner 233, 
for Mr. Gape 236.— That the right of election, 
in general, was agreed to be in the mayor, alder- 
men, and freemen, of the ſaid borough, and in the 
houſholders there, paying ſcot and lot: 

But whether any perſon had a right to demand 
his freedom, and whether all perſons, admitted to 
their freedom, had a right to vote in the election 
of members to ſerve in parliament, were the points 
in queſtion, with reſpect to the right of election. 

The petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that all ſuch as 
had ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip to any free- 
man within the borough, and the eldeſt ſons of free- 
men, born after their fathers were made free, had a 
right to demand their freedoms ; and that freemen, 
made upon ſuch right, or ſuch, as were made free 
by redemption, viz. paying g J. according to the 
conſtitution, only had a right to vote in ſuch 
election. 

That the ſitting member's counſel inſiſted, that 
no perſons had a right to demand their freedom ; but 
all perſons were made free at the diſcretion of the 
corporation ; and every perſon, ſo made free, had a 
right to vote. 

For the petitioner, to make out his right, and 
that this borough was a corporation by preſcription, 
were called 

Mr. Grunwin, and * ; one of whom had 
ſerved an apprenticeſhip 42 years ſince ; another had 
been an alderman for 19 years ; and another, aged 
81, had lived always in the borough : and theſe ſaid, 
it was always reputed, that ſuch as had ſerved ſeven 

Paz II. 


years apprenticeſhip to a freeman in the place, or were 
eldeſt ſons of ſuch, born after their fathers were made 
free, had a right to their freedom : that they never 
knew any freemen made, till after King 
James's charter ; bur, if any tradeſman had a ind 
to ſettle in the town, and the mayor and aldermen 
thought ſuch traleſmen neceſſary and convenient, it 
was uſual to admit ſuch, paying 31. to the uſe of 
the corporation : and to that purpoſe, they produced 
the conſtitution or by-laws of the corporation, which 
were read. 
In anſwer to this, it was inſiſted, that this was a 
borough by preſcription, but firſt incorporated by 
King Edward the ſixth: and they produced a char- 
ter 7 Edw. VI. granted hominibus et inbabitantibus 
ville Sanfti Abani; by which, amongſt other things, 
it is granted, that the mayor and burgeſſcs ſhall 
ſend two burgeſſes to parliament : and that charter 
ſays, that the mayor and burgeſſes, from time to 
time, de inbabitantibus proprioribus burgi illius, ſhall 
elect other burgeſſes, ſecundum diſcretiones ſuas. 

They alſo offered the charter of King Charles the 
ſecond, which was admitted, confirming the for- 
mer : and from both, inferred the right of freedom 


to be by charter: that the firſt being within time of 


memory, there could be no preſcriptive right to 
freedom; but that the mayor and burgeſſes might 
admit or refuſe to make free, whom they thought 
fit. 

Mr. Richards, who had been town-clerk nine 

years ſince, ſaid, that honorary freemen had been 
before King James's charter ; particularly, doQor 
Harris was an honorary freeman, and voted at an 
election in King Charles the ſecond's time; but 
it was owned, he ſerved in parliament for this bo- 
rough. 
The committee hereupon came to this reſolution : 
1. That the right of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the mayor, al- 
dermen, and ſuch freemen only, as have a right to 
freedom by birth or ſervice, or have it by redem- 
ption, and in the houſholders, paying ſcot and lot. 

Then the counſel for the petitioner inſiſted to 
make a majority of votes ſo qualified : and that 
they ſhould prove ill practices by the ſitting-mem- 
ber's agents at this election. 

They proved, that three, who were houſholders, 
paying ſcot and lot, offered to poll for the peti- 
tioner; and were denied, as not paying ſcot and 
lot. 

As to the point of honorary freemen made by 
King James's charter, the numbers were near equal: 
but the queſtion was, whether 34, who offered at 
this election for the petitioner, had duly demanded 
their freedom; for the counſel on the other ſide 
admitted their qualification, and that they offered to 
vote for the petitioner: and the fact was admitted 
to be thus About three years and an half ſince, 
and before the election next before the laſt, on a 
court day, when the mayor and aldermen were aſ- 
ſembled, theſe 34 met together at the court- houſe, 
in order to be made free: that the door of the coun- 
cil- chamber, where the mayor and aldermen were, 
was kept ſhut: that the mayor going to the door, 
(but not out of the room) to ſpeak to his ſon, the 
aldermen cried out, adjourn, adjourn;“ and accord- 
ingly the ſerjeant adjourned the court, without 
calling in the ſaid 34 to be made free. 

Mr. Grunwin, and others, the petitioner's witneſſes, 
ſaid, the day, when theſe 34 appeared to be made 
free, was appointed a forthight before, for that pur- 

Z poſe, 
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poſe, by Mr. Seabrook, then mayor; but the reaſon, | 
they ſuppoſed, they were not then made free, was, 
becauſe they would not vote for Gape. 

In anſwer, it was ſaid, by Mr. Crosfield and 
others, that the meeting was carried on in a riotous 
manner, by 150 or 200 people, as well ſuch as had, 
as ſuch as had not, right to their freedom: and 
for that admiral Churchill had given his opinion, 
that it was not convenient to make ſuch a great 
number free, juſt before an election, they were not 
then made free : And the counſel inſiſted, they had 
not demanded their freedom, whilſt the court was 
ſitting. 

Bur it appeared by the petitioner's witneſſes, that 
ſome of them had ſpoke to two aldermen, that came 
out of the court, and deſired to be made free; 
which aldermen returned, whilſt the court was ſit- 
ting; and the court reſolved, that no freemen 
ſhould be made that day: Mr. Sebrook, the then 
mayor, after the court was adjourned, with one or 
two aldermen, made, as far as he was able, the 
ſaid 34 free; but it not being regularly done, an 
information was brought againſt him, and he was 
fined for the ſame. _.. 

That as to ill practices, they called John Howard, 
who ſaid, the mayor deſired his vote for Mr. Gape, 
which he gave him, on condition he would give 
him a letter to Mr. Aram to help him to a place in 
the Exciſe-office : at firſt the mayor refuſed; but 
afterwards ſaid, he would get him fuch a letter, 
if he would ſo vote: that Mr. Aſhton, one of 
Mr. Gape's agents, gave him ten ſhillings, on the 
ſame condition : and Mr. Aylward, the town-clerk, 
promiſed him a guinea; which Mr. Gape paid 
him the day after the election. He owned, 
he defired of Mr. Gape, that he might take the 
poll, and did take an account of the numbers: but 
Mr. Gape told him, he ſhould have no occaſion, for 
he had clerks enough. He alſo owned, he gave Mr. 
Aſhton a note for the ten ſhillings he had of him; 
though it was promiſed to be delivered up: and he 
voted for admiral Churchill and Mr. Gape. 

Peacock ſaid, he had drawn drink for ine 
Killigrew, to the amount of twenty ſhillings ; and 


three weeks before the election he promiſed the Ad- 


miral his vote: and Mr. Stone ſent for him, and 
asked his vote for Mr. Gape z to which. he object- 
ing, becauſe of the 20s. owing to him on the Ad- 


miral's account, Stone ſaid, he would ſee it paid: 


and he did poll for Mr. Gape. 
Budd ſaid, he compounded a debt of eighteen 
pounds to Mr. Gape, for about half: but it was af- 


ter the election; and he had compounded othet 
debts at the fame rate. 


In anſwer, the ſitting member's counſel chatged 


the petitioner with ill pradtces on his behalf: and 
called 


Turner, who, ſaid, he was ſent for by the Duch- 


eſs of Marlborough, who afked his vote for both 
Admirals: and he telling her, he was engaged to r 


Mr. Gape, ſhe ſaid, ſhe had ao prejudice to Mr. 
Gape, but the Queen deſired no dach men ſhould 
be chaſen, for ſuch would unhinge the government ; 
and the Pra horſes ſtood ſaddled nd night, 
whipping and 

Miller ſaid, the Lady Marlborough asked him, 
Who he was for ?. and he told her, for Mr. Chur- 
chill and Mr. [the Ducheſs ask- 
ed him, iFhe wouid be for ſuch men, as were againſt 
the Queen's intereſt, and the good of the nation? 
that ſhe asked him to oblige her with one vote; 


and he ſaid, he thought he did, by giving her bro- 
ther one, 2 


Hopkins ſaid, the Ducheſs asked him the fame 
queſtion, to which he gave the like anſwer ; to which 
ſhe replied, ſhe had nothing to fay againſt Mr. 
Gape ; but tackers would. be injurious to the go- 
vernment, and were for the French intereſt: and 
ſhe read to him King Charles the II's ſpeech againſt 
tacking 

Beech ſaid, he was asked the like queſtion, and 
gave the like anſwer to the Ducheſs of Marlbo- 
rough ; who told him thereupon, he would not be 


willing to have his goods taken out of his ſhop and 
tore, 


Mr. Hale ſaid, he was ſollicited by Mr. Diſſal, 


in the Ducheſs of Marlborough's name, for his 


vote; and he, Diſſal, had her letter to go to all the 

freemen: he anſwered, he was engaged for Mr. 

Gape ; and when he ſaw the Earl of Eſſex, he 
would give him the reaſons for it: that the Earl 
came next day to his chamber, and asked him to 
vote for the two Admirals : to whom he anſwered, he 
was engaged for Mr. Gape; and my Lord ſaid, 
Mr. Gape was a tacker, 4nd not fit for their re- 
preſentative : being asked, if he had not defired 
Mr. Tombes to acquaint the Earl of Eſſex, that 
he would diſpoſe of one of his votes, as the Earl 
pleaſed, he denied it : Upon which, Mr. Tombes, 
being called, ſaid, that Mr. Hale, by him, had de- 
fired the Earl of Eſſex to get Mr. Ainger into the 
commiſſion of the peace, and ſent him at the ſame 
time a compliment of his vote; which, he believes, 
was the occaſion of the Earl's calling on Mr. Hale: 
whereupon Mr. Hale ſaid, he had obligations to the 
Earl; and owned the meſſage. 

John Wilkinſon, William Gibſon, John Cole, 
and Dr. John Cootſworth, ſaid, the Ducheſs had ſent 
for them, and deſired their votes for the petitioner; 
and, when they ſaid, they were engaged to Mr. 
* ſhe ſaid, ſhe was ſorry for it. 

Dagget ſaid, he was told by John Cock, chat it 
was a proper time to ſollicit for a place, and would 
go to the Ducheſs for him; but did not go: and 
the Ducheſs's gardener offered him a crown to take 

up Hapkins” ſon, and ſend him for a ſoldier. 

Mr. Crosfield was asked, if he had not a place 
given ſince the election; and faid, he had great 
obligations, for many years, to the Duke of Marl- 
borough's family, and had been promiſed a place 
for fix or ſeven years, but could hear of none, till 
of late, which was convenient for him : that he 
was arreſted about a fortnight after the election; 
upon which the Ducheſs of Marlborough ſent him 
twenty guineas z but he had no promiſe before, nor 
vas it for voting. 

Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 

1, That John Gape is not duly elected a burgeſs, 
to ferve in this preſent parliament, for this bo- 
rou 


geſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this bo- 


The firſt reſolution was read; relating to the 
right of election, and amended. 

Reſolved, that the houſe do agree with the com- 
' mittee in the reſolution thus amended. | 

That the right of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
parliament, for this borough, is in the mayor, 
aldermen, and ſuch freemen only, as have a right 
to freedom by birth or ſervice; or have it by re- 
demption, in order to trade or inhabit within the 


ſaid borough; and in the houſholders, paying ſcot 
and lot. 


The 


2. That Henry Killigrew is duly elected a bur- 
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The other reſolutions, being twice read, were 


agreed to by the houſe, and ordered the return to 


be . 

March 3d, 1713. A petition of John Gape, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes for this borough, the petitioner, William 
Grimſton, and William Hale, eſquires, were can- 
didates: that by bribery and other undue practices 
of Mr. Hale, and agents, ſeveral perſons before, 
and at the ſaid election, were prevailed upon to poll 
for Mr. Hale, who otherwiſe would have voted for 
the petitioner, by which undue means he has pro- 
cured himſelf to be returned to ſerve for the ſaid 
borough; in violation of the privileges thereof and 
wrong of the petitioner, who had a majority of le- 
gal votes and ought to have been returned in the 
room of Mr. Hale: and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 21, 1714. Ordered, that the report be re- 
ceived on Tueſday next. 

27th. Sir Gilbert Dolben reported the matter, as 
follows; viz. 

That the petitioner's counſel alledged this bo- 
rough to be a borough by preſcription, confirmed 
by ſeveral charters; and that the right of election 
is in the mayor, aldermen, and freemen, and fuch 
houſholders only, as pay ſcot and lot. 

That the ſitting- members counſel alledged, that 
honorary freemen have no right to vote. 

The petitioner's counſel, to prove their right of 
election, produced the charter of the 12th of May, 
2th Ed. VI. which incorporates the mayor and ten 
aldermen ; and gives power to them, or the major 
part of them, to elect burgeſſes de proprioribus inha- 


 bitantibus burgi. And 


The reſolution of the Houſe of Ccmmons of the 
1oth of March, 1700, That the right of election 
for this borough is in the mayor, aldermen, and free- 
men, and ſuch houſholders only as pay ſcot and lot: 
and called 

William Maſton, who ſaid, he had known the 
honorary freemen vote for 68 years without objec- 
tion; he was mayor in 1705, and then they voted on 
each ſide without objection, and fince that time they 
have been always admitted. 

William Hunt faid, that, for thirty two years, 
they had voted without exception. 

That the right of election is in the freemen at 
large, and the being honorary freemen, or not re- 
ſident, is no diſqualification. 

That in all elections, ſince 1705, the honorary 
freemen have voted without exception. 

That freemen ought not to be made without the 
mayor and a majority of the aldermen preſent ; but 
ſeveral have been made by a minority, and not 


| objected to in the town; but that ſome made free, 


in Mr. Seabrook's mayoralty, were ſet aſide by the 
court of Queen's bench as illegally made, becauſe 
only two aldermen were preſent. 

Francis Halford ſaid, he has known the borough 
40 years; that the right of election is in the free- 
men in general; and that, ſince 1705, the freemen 
at large have been polled on both ſides, and were 
fo polled in the laſt election; and he never knew 


any honorary freemen refuſed. 


That the ſitting-members counſel alledged, that 


before the year 1700, honorary freemen were ad- 
. mitted ſparingly ; but that in September 1705, Mr. 


Stone, the then mayor, called two courts, and ad- 


mitted fifry freemen ; which being complained of 
in the next parliament, the Houſe of Commons ſet 
aſide the honorary freemen. 

Edmond Ayleward, who has been twenty years 
town-Clerk, and has known the corporation above 
thirty years, produced the town-book ; by which it 
appears, that, on the 5th of September 1705, for- 
ty five freemen were admitted; bur it is not diſtin- 
guiſhed, nor could he ſay, how many were hono- 
rary freemen ; but, he ſaid, ſeveral of them had a 
right. 

That the ſitting- member did object againſt ho- 
norary freemen at the election; but, that ever ſince, 
they have been polled on all fides, and never dif- 
puted, till 1705. 

Thomas Down ſaid, he ed all thoſe admit- 
ted the 5th of September 1705, except one or two, 
were honorary freemen ; becauſe the queſtion was 
put, whether honorary freemen ſhould be made. 

That it appeared by the journal of the 24th of 
November, 4 Anne, that the houſe then reſolved, 
That the right of election was in the mayor, alder- 
men, and ſuch freemen only, as have a right to 
freedom by birth or ſervice, or have it by redem- 
ption, in order to trade, or inhabit within the ſaid 
borough, and in the houſholders, paying ſcot __ 
lot. 

Joſhua Pember, ſaid, that at the election in the 
year 1707, all the honorary freemen were refuſed, 
except Mr. Killigrew, who was admitted, becauſe he 
had ſerved member of parliament ; the mayor then 
declared he would conform himſelf to the laſt reſo- 
lution of the Houſe of Commons ; and therefore 
he refuſed the honorary freedom. 

In 1710, Mr. Turner was mayor; he likewiſe 
refuſed the honorary freemen ; and declared, he 
would poll according to the reſolution of the Houſe 
of Commons, without the honorary freemen : but 
he owned, he polled them in a by-book, to ſee, if 
he ſhould want them for Mr. Gape, but there was 
a majority without them : that there was never at 


any one time any great number of honorary free- 
men made before 1705. 


The committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of election for this borough, 
is in the mayor, aldermen, and freemen, and ſuch 
houſholders only, who pay ſcot and lot. 

That the poll was for Mr. Hale 308. 

for the petitioner 294. 

The petitioner excepted againſt 100 of Mr. Hale's 
voters, and called 

John Swenſtone : who ſaid, that upon the 19th 
of Auguſt, at the annual feaſt of the ſcholars of 
Hertford, Mr. Hale asked his vote; and ſaid, if 
his hat-crown full of guineas could not procure his 
election, he would fill it brim- full, and try what 
that would do; that he ſuppoſed bribery woul-! be 
proved on both fides, and if it was made a void 
election, he would try who would be tired firſt : 
the writ came down that night, but the precept for 
that borough was not then out. 

Mr. Robert Romney ſaid, that upon the 19th 
of Auguſt laſt, he heard Mr. Hale ſay, that, if mo- 
ney would carry the election, he did not fear it. 

John Dagget and William Stepney faid, they 
heard Peter Crompton own, that the Duke of Marl- 
borough's ſteward gave him three guineas to vote 
for the ſitting- members. 

William Farmer ſaid, that Reynolds told him 


that John Sparling gave him three guineas to vote 
for the ſitting-members : 


And 
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And that Mr. Pembroke and Mr. Ironmonger 
lent him 15 1, to vote for the ſitting members. 

Edward Boden named forty- four perſons, who 
owned to him they had received bribes, and gave 
their votes for Mr. Hale, from Thomas Wild, Ed- 


ward Wright, Joſhua Pembroke, George Coke, 


Stephen Humble, John Wethered, Thomas Hollis, 
Joſeph Eeles, Thomas Downs, Doctor Parker, Ed- 
ward Seabrooke, John Rudd, or ſome, or one of 
them; all which perſons were agents for the ſitting- 
members : theſe bribes were generally from one 
guinea to four : he likewiſe named nine perſons who 
owned to him they were promiſed rewards to give 
their votes for Mr, Hale; and ſix others, who 
owned they voted for him, becauſe they were al- 
lowed to draw drink upon his account. 

John Leonard ſaid, that Solomon Halford told 


him, he had ſix guineas for his vote for Mr. Hale: 


that Mr. Hale had promiſed him the ſame again, 
if it was a void election: the witneſs ſaid, he had 
four guineas to vote for Mr. Hale. 

Ralph Hodſon owned, he had forty ſhillings, and 
James Fieldmot owned, he had 41. 178. to vote 
for Mr. Hale, 

John Dagget ſaid, he ſaw alderman Coke give 
money to Cole, to be diſtributed to the people on 
Mr. Hale's account. 

That Arrowſmith and Rogers told him they vot- 
ed upon promiſes of rewards : that William Hill 
told the witneſs he voted for Mr. Hale, for fear of 
being arreſted. 

Thomas Dockley ſaid, John Fitch gave him two 
guineas for his vote for the ſitting- members; and 
he did not give any note for them. 

John Midwinter ſaid, that John Crofts owned, 
he had 21. 12s. 6d. and Ralph Hodſon owned, 
he had forty ſhillings, for voting for the ſitting- 
members. 

William Hunt ſaid, Francis Saville told him he 
had five guineas for his vote for Mr. Hale. 

That it appeared by the evidence of the overſeers 
of the poor, that fifteen others of the ſitting-mem- 
bers voters, viz. John Cordwell, Richard Crainer, 
John Eaton, Thomas Hawgood, Ralph Hodſon, 
Puddifat Rogers, John Townſend, Thomas Pryor, 
Robert Nicholls, William Martin, Joſeph Harrup, 
Edward Fen, Benjamin Kentiſh, and William Wil- 
der, had received alms and pariſh-charity. 

They objected againſt five others who voted for 
Mr. Hale, viz. John Coxhead, William Coxhead, 
William Davies, Robert Nicholls, and Matthew 
Stephens, as irregular freemen, made when Sea- 
brooke was mayor, and but two aldermen preſent; 
whereas there ought to have been preſent ſix al- 
dermen. 

That the ſitting members counſel complained 
they were in a great meaſure deprived of their evi- 
dence, by Edward Boden's having charged their 
chief witneſſes with either giving or taking bribes, 
which they ſaid was a contrivance to prevent their 
teſtimony ; and to diſcredit Boden, they called 

John Sparling, who ſaid, that on Sunday ſeven- 
night after the election, Edward Boden told him, 
that he had received of Mr. Hale 151. or 161. the 
day before : that Mr. Hale was ſhy to him, and as 
he fancied believed him a rogue ; but he declared he 
knew nothing that would do the election any hurt; 
and further ſaid, the petitioner's agents had preſſed 
him to betray Mr. Hale ; and that young Mr. Gape 


would give him fifty guineas for i it,, but he would 
be cut in pieces firſt. ES 


Elizabeth Cook ſaid, that ſix weeks after the 
election, Boden, Winter, and Leonard were toge- 
ther at an ale-houſe, and ſent for her husband, and 
he being buſy did not go; but ſhe went, and Bo- 
den offered her, that, if her husband would ſay he 
had money of Mr. Hale, he (Boden) would Pay his 
debts to the value of gl: ſhe told him that her 
husband had nothing; and although ſhe ſaid fo, 
Boden offered it again, and preſſed that her hus- 
band would ſay he had money, though he had none. 

Joſhua Fitch ſaid, that ſince the election, Ed. 
ward Boden asked him, if he had any bribe from 
Mr. Hale; he anſwered, he had none: after he had 
ſaid ſo, Boden offered to give him a great deal 
of joiners work in the hoſpital, if he would fay he 
had a bribe ; and, at another time, Boden offered to 
get him Sir Thomas Seabright's _ if ow would 
ſay he had a bribe from Mr. Hale. 

John Fitch ſaid, that the two guineas tie Dock- 
ley had of him, was money lent to him upon his 
own requeſt only, as a friend, without any 
to the election, and he expects to be repaid : he 
produced Dockley's note, payable on demand; 
and ſaid, the money was lent upon the eleftion-day, 
after Dockley had polled ; and that err 0 
to borrow it. 

Matthew Stephens ſaid, he is a witneſs to the 
note, and ſaw Dockley ſign it; the money was lent 
after he had polled, and nothing was Gid of the 
election. 

Thomas Chickley ſaid, that Joſeph Ln upon 
the election- day, told him, that, before he polled, 
young Gape, that day, gave him two * for his 
vote. 

Thomas Wyldes ſaid, he offered him 'a ſingle 
vote for his father, if he- would make him- free; 
and thereupon young Mr. Gape gave him ten ſhil- 
lings to take up his freedom, which he -did : that 
upon the election day, young Mr. Gape promiſed 
him five and twenty ſhillings more for his ſingle 
vote: he voted, and afterwards went for the money; 
and meeting the petitioner he gave him ten ſhil- 
lings, and ſaid, he had loſt che majority, and been 
at great charge. 

That Richard Syms told bien, that John Crum- 
bleſtone, who made intereſt for the petitioner, gave 
him a guinea to vote for the petitioner. 

Richard Gardener ſaid, Mr. Whip, a clergy- 
man, who acted for the petitioner, gave him a 


guinea for his vote; it We and 


received after the poll. 

Peacock ſaid, Mr. Whip offered him two gui- 
neas for his vote for the . petitioner, and the peti- 
tioner himſelf offered him a guinea for his * 
but he voted for Mr. Hale. 

Ann Nicholls ſaid, that Mr. Snell, Who naked 
voters for the petitioner, offered her a coat for her 
child, and a ſuit of cloaths worth 51. for her hus- 
band for His vote for the petitioner : ſhe had the 
child's coat; but her husband voting for Mr. Hale, 
the next day after the election the child's coat was 
taken away. 

Thomas Cooper ſaid, he voted for Mr. —_ 
becauſe young Mr. Gape promiſed him his freedom 
for it. - 

Thomas Bradwyn ſaid, he was in cultody and 
had his liberty given him, upon giving bond for be- 
ing a true priſoner; and that, ten days before the 
election, the bond was given up to him 3 
for the petitioner. 

John Crainer ſaid, chat he voted for the petition- 
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er, becauſe Mr. Maſton, the petitioner's brother · in- 
law, gave him a bill for 51. owing upon an old 
reckoning of ſix years ſtanding, between him and 
the ſaid Mr. Maſton; and has ſince been paid 41. of 
the money. | 

The committee reſolved, 

2. That William Hale, eſquire, is ndt duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 

3. That John Gape, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough. | 

The faid three ſeveral reſolutions, being twice 
read, were agreed unto by the houſe, and the re- 
turn ordered to be amended. | 

March 26, 1715. A petition of Joſhua Lomax, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, the petitioner, William Hale, and 
William Grimſtone, eſquires, were candidates: that 
by bribery, and other indirect practices of the ſaid 
Mr, Grimſtone, and agents, ſeveral were 
prevailed upon to poll for the ſaid Mr. Grimſtone, 
who would have voted for the petitioner ; by which 
means the ſaid Mr. Grimſtone was elected, hotwith- 
ſtanding the petitioner had a majority of the ſaid 
Mr. Grimſtone, and ought to have been returned ac- 
cordingly : and praying &c. 

Ordered, the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter thereof, with their opinion. 

May 7, Ordered, leave be given to withdraw the 
ſaid petition. . 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of the right honorable 
William Lord Viſcount Grimſtone, and Joſhua Lo- 
max, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
tion of members to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 


rough, William Gore and William Clayton, eſquires, 


and the petitioners, were candidates: that the petition- 
ers were duly elected by a great majority of qualified 
votes; but, by the arbitrary proceedings of William 
Carr, mayor, the returning - officer of the ſaidborough, 
and by bribery, and other illegal practices, by Mr. 
Gore and Mr.-Clayton, have procured themſelves 
to be returned burgeſſes of the faid borough, in mas 
nifeſt wrong to the petitioners : -and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the ittee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. Alſo 

A petition of divers of the inhabitants of this 
borough, paying ſcot and lot, in behalf of them - 
ſelves, and the reſt of the inhabitants of the ſaid bo- 
rough, paying ſcot and lot, was read; ſhewing, 
that the ſaid borough is an ancient borough by pre- 
ſcription, and time out of mind hath ſent burgeſſes 
to parliament z and that all the aids granted to his 
Majeſty there, is a certain ſum of money aſſeſſed 
upon the inhabitants of the ſaid borough, excluſive 
from the reſt of the county of Hertford : that King 
Edward VI. incorporated the inhabitants of the ſaid 
borough, by the name of mayor and burgeſſes, and 
confirmed their ancient privileges to ſend members 
to parliament z and King Charles II. by his char- 
ter, incorporated them by the name of mayor and 
aldermen, and confirmed to them their ancient pri- 


vilege of ſending members to parliament : that the- 


mayor and aldermen did act in a very arbi 

manner, againſt the true meaning of the ſaid char- 

ters, and aſſume to themſelves an unlimited power 

of making what numbers of perſons they 

freemen of the ſaid borough : that ſuch freemen are 

ſo 2 3 there being ſome hundred of 
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them foreigners, and do ho ſervice to the ſaid bo- 
rough nor contribute to the aid aſſeſſed upon the ſaid 
borough yet vote at all elections of members of par- 
liament; and the inhabitants have alrnoſt loft theit 
antient right of election, being out-voted by ſuch 
pretended freemen ; which is the cauſe of great ri- 
ots and diſorderly practices, and of great bribery, 
as it moſt notoriouſly appeared at the laſt election 
for members to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid bo- 
rough; at which election, although the majority 
of the inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, voted for the 
right honourable William Lord Viſcount Grim- 
ſtone, and Joſhua Lomax, eſquire, yet they were 
out- voted by the freemen who voted for William 
Clayton and William Gore, eſquires ; by which ma- 
jority, the ſaid Mr. Clayton and Mr. Gore were de- 
clared duly elected burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, 
and accordingly returned as ſuch, in prejudice of the 
petitioners ancient rights and privileges : and pray- 
ing &c. 
Ordered, it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 26th. Ordered leave to withdraw the faid 
petitions, 


St. EDMONDSBURY. 


"1 338 borough is within the county of Suffolk ; 
and had a precept ſent to it to return bur- 


geſſes to parliament, as Mr. Prynne writes, 30. Ed. gr. Patt, 
I. of which the ſheriff makes this return — Feci red. 212. 


retorn. hujus brevis ſeneſcallo libertatis Sancti Edmundi, 
qui habet retornum omnium brevium et executiones eorum, 
et idem ſeneſcallus nibil mibi inde reſpondit. After 
this, no precepts were ſent, nor returns made, till 
King James the firſt, in the 4th year of his reign; 


renewed or granted them this right, as doctor Willis Willis, | 
writes; from which time it has conſtantly returned: 79. 53. 


of which, I meet with the following memoirs. _ 
Feb. 9, 1625. Sir Benjamin Rudyard moveth, 
Mr. Emanuel Gifford, returned a member of this 
_ and now in priſon, upon execution, may be ſent 
The keeper of the Gatehouſe brought to the 
bar; and brought to the bar by the ſerjeant, with 


his mace, and the bar down : demanded, why he 


Mr. Emanuel Gifford, returned a member 
of this houſe, ſaith, for two executions ; one, of 
100 l. at the ſuit of Mr. Layton, of the Jewel-houſe, 
for which he was taken in execution on Monday 
was fortnight; and upon another execution, of 
200 J. laid upon him ſithenee. | 

Ordered to be debated to-morrow, and the clerk 
of the crown to be here then, with the return of 
Mr. Gifford: 

10th. for Mr. Gifford ; Sir Thomas Jermyn 
moveth, that, becauſe the indentures of election are 
dated 30. Jan. where he was elected 7. Jan. mov- 
eth, the committee for privileges may examine the 
matter in fact, for the time of his election. — Re- 
ſolved. — And the town-clerk, Mr. Mallowes, to 
attend the committee. 

15th. Sir John Finch reporteth, from the com- 
mittee for privileges, the caſe of Mr. Gifford. —— 
That it appeared, that 6. Jan. one of the burgeſſes 
firſt elected, viz. Sir Thomas Jermyn; and 11. 
Jan. Mr. Gifford elected; but that the town-clerk 
had dated the indenture 30. Jan. as conceiving, it 
was to bear date the day of the next county : fo as 
he was arreſted after his election, but before. the 
return ; his arreſt being 23. Jan. 
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The diſpute, and reſolution, concerning Mr. 
Gifford's caſe, to be deferred till to-morrow. 

16th. Mr. Emanuel Gifford, his caſe thus: elect- 
ed a burgeſs for St. Edmondsbury, in Suffolk, 11. 
Jan. taken in execution, 23. Jan. the indentures of 
return dated 30. Jan. | 

Sir Henry Poole : — the time of the election to 
be reſpected, not the date of the indentures of the 
return; for then may be in the power of a ſheriff, 
or other officer, to defeat our privilege. To deli- 
ver him. 

Mr. Whyſtler, contra——that the return being, 
in time, falſe, we cannot amend it : and how ſhall 
it be amended ; ſithence Sir Thomas Jermyn, elect- 
ed 6. Jan. and Mr. Gifford, '11. Jan.? is againſt 
theſe ſtraggling elections. 

Mr. Weild, pro: Mr. Sollicitor doubtful, 

Mr. Rolle: that the ſheriff is to amend the 
return, by the command of this houſe. _—-Moveth, 
to hear the party intereſted ; being not fully ſatis- 
fied of the matter in fact, for the time of the elec- 
tion. 

Mr. Taylor, pro: and that the indentures are to 


v Sicorig. be dated the 11th of * Feb. being the day of the 


election. That the ſheriff is to amend the return. 

Mr. Saunders, pro. 

Mr. Wentworth is for the privilege. —Doubteth, 
how the town-clerk can amend it; becauſe no party 
to the indenture, as the ſheriff, in other caſes, is. 

Mr. Strode :—that the town is to amend this, as 
in Maynard's caſe. 

Upon the firſt queſtion, the return of the inden- 
ture, in the date, to be amended, and dated 11. 

an. 

, Upon the ſecond queſtion, this to be amend- 
ed by Mr. Mallowes, the town-clerk, who com- 
mitted the error, for the one part; and by the 
ſheriff, for the other part. 

The town-clerk-to be here to-morrow morning, 
to amend the return; and the clerk of the crown, 
with the indenture. | 
February 17. The clerk of the crown, the 
town-clerk of Bury, and the ſheriff of Suffolk, 
called in; and at the bar, it being down, Mr. 
Speaker let them know the order of the Bout, for 
the amendment of the return in the date of the 


indentures of election: they were all called up to the 


table, where the town-clerk amended the date in 
one part, from 30. Jan. to 11. Jan. and the ſheriff 
did the like to the other part. 

Upon queſtion after this amendment, Mr. Gif- 
ford to have privilege, to be delivered out of execu- 
tion; and a warrant to the clerk of the crown for an 
Habeas Corpus, to bring him hither to-morrow 
morning, eight of the clock. 

18th. Mr. Gifford brought in with the keeper of 


the Gatehouſe, the bar down: the writ of Habeas 


Corpus handed to the clerk, and the writ and return 


by him read ; and then Mr. Speaker diſcharged Mr. 
Gifford, and wiſhed him to take his oath, and then 
to take his place in the houſe. 


May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner reported, from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this borough, the opinion of the 


committee, that Mr. Thomas Chaplyn, and Mr. 
Thomas Clark, are returned by the proper officer, 
and ought to fit, until the merits of the cauſe be 
determined: whereto the houſe agreed. 


14th. Mr. Turner reported from the ſaid com- 
mittee, touching the ſaid double return for this 
borough ; that, upon examination of the fact, 
the committee are of opinion, that Mr. Chaplyn 
and Mr, Clark, who are returned by one indenture, 


ought not to fit ; and that Sir Henry Crofts and 
Sir John Duncombe, knights, mentioned in the 
other indenture, are duly elected, and ought to fit : 

whereto the houſe agreed ; and ordered that the in- 
denture, ſigned by the inhabitants of this bo 


whereby the ſaid Mr. Chaplyn and Mr. Clark are 


returned, be withdrawn, and taken off the file; and 
that the alderman of the ſaid borough, with the 
clerk of the crown, be ſent for, to attend for the 
amending the return. 

March 26, 1679. A petition of Sir Thomas 
Cullum, baronet, and John Rotheram, eſquire, 
complaining of an undue return of Sir Thomas 
Harvey, knight, and Thomas Jermyn, eſquire, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament, as burgeſſes for this 


borbugh, in injury of the petitioners, who were 


duly elected (as is certified by an indenture, ſigned 
and ſealed by the ſheriff of the ſaid county, and 
the major part of the inhabitants of the town) but 
were refuſed to be returned by the mayor of the ſaid 
town, was read, 

Reſolved, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 25, 1680. A petition of John Rotheram, 
eſquire, was read. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the fame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 24. Sir Richard Corbet reported from the 
ſaid committee, that they, having taken the matter 
of the ſaid election into conſideration, had agreed 
upon two reſolves: 

That Sir Thomas Harvey, knight, is duly elected 

a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

That Thomas Germin, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this borough : 
whereto the houſe 
March 25, 1690. A petition of Sir John Mor- 
daunt, and John Wildman, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioners were duly elected for 
this borough, by the majority of the burgeſſes and 
freemen of this borough ; who demanded of the 
alderman' (being the chief officer) to return the in- 
denture : but he refuſed ſo to do, and withdrew 
with ſome few of the burgeſſes, and cauſed the ſaid 
precept to be raſed, and the freemen expunged ; and 
privately made a pretended election of Sir Robert 
Davers, and Henry Goldwell, eſquire, and cauſed 
them to be returned: and praying &c. i 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 18. A petition of Sir John Morden, baronet, 
and John Wildman, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, 
that the petitioners were, on the 6th of March laſt, 
duly elected for this borough : but the mayor re- 
fuſing to return the petitioners, he, with ſome few 
burgeſſes, under the name of capital burgeſſes and 
common- council, withdrew themſelves from the aſ- 
ſembly of burgeſſes and freemen, and raſed the pre- 
cept; and then made a pretended return of the 
election of Sir Robert Davers, and Henry Gold- 
well, eſquire, to the prejudice of the petitioners : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 23, 1708. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ in the room of Sir Thomas Felton, baronet, 
made comptroller of the houſhold. 

March 
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March 3, 1713. A petition of Jermyn Davers, For the petitioners, it was alledged, that this bo- 


and Gilbert Affleck, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that this borough is an ancient borough, incorporate 
by the name of alderman and burgeſſes of the ſaid 
bo „and by that name known time out of 
mind; and all the freemen have a right to vote in 
the ſaid election: that the petitioners were duly 
elected by a majority of freemen; and by an inden- 


rough is a borough, and.corporation, by preſcription, 
by the name of alderman and burgeſſes; and that the 
right of election is in the alderman and burgeſſes 
reſident in the borough, paying ſcot and lot. 

This was denied by the ſitting- members counſel; 
who alledged, the right of election is in the alder- 
man, twelve capital burgeſſes, and twenty- four bur- 


ture between John Moore, eſquire, ſheriff of the geſſes of the common-council, to whom the privi- 
faid county, and ſeveral burgeſſes and freemen of lege was originally granted by charter, 12. Fac. I. 
the ſaid borough were declared duly elected; which betore which time they alledged, that this borough 
indenture is ready to be returned, and was tendered never ſent members to parliament. 

to the alderman to be ſealed with the ſeal of the To prove this a borough by preſcription, and that 
borough, which he refuſed : that by an indenture the right of election is as the petitioners counſel 
between the ſheriff and Richard Hovell, gentleman, alledged, they produced the following records; 
alderman of the ſaid borough, and ſeveral other Feb. 24. 1. R. II. A writ, directed aldermanno 
burgefſes, the honourable Car Harvey, eſquire, and ville de Sandto Edmundo, commanding him to make 
Aubrie Porter, eſquire, are certified to be duly elect- 2 levy upon the inhabitants, for repairing the Guild- 
ed and returned, upon a ſuppoſition, that all the hall: mn ht vo Is 
freemen have not votes, whereas they have; and Sept. 13. zoth Edward I. A parliament writ, di- 
the ſaid alderman and ſonie of the burgeſſes of the rected to the ſheriff of Norfolk and Suffolk, for 
ſaid borough, ſhut themſelves up in a room, into electing members for thoſe counties, and for the 
which the petitioners could not be admitted, at cities and boroughs therein; to which is a ſchedule 
reading the precept for the ſaid election; nor would annexed of members for thoſe counties ; and for 
they admit any of the burgeſſes and freemen, who Norwich, Ipſwich, and Dunwich : as to Vernemuth 
were ready, and tendered their votes for the peti - and Lenn, the return is, that the ſheriff had iſſued his 
tioners, to the great wrong of the petitioners and the precept to their bailiffs for election of burgeſſes; and 


electors: and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and report 
the ſame, with their opinion. 


that they had made him no anſwer : and the ſheriff 
lays, Et pro duobus burgenſibus eligend,de villa Santi Ed- 
mundi, feci returnum  bujus brevis. ſeneſcallo. libertalis 

i Edmundi, qui habet returna omnium brevium et 


A petition of the freemen and inhabitants of this executiones eorum; et idem ſeneſcallus nibil inde mihi re- 
borough ; ſhewing, that the ſaid borough is an anci- pondit. | 


ent borough, incorporated by the name of alderman 
and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, and by that 
name has been known time out of mind ; and that 
all freemen and inhabitants thereof, paying ſcot and 
lot, have votes in the election for the ſaid borough : 
that by a precept from John Moor, eſquire, ſheriff 
of the ſaid county, to Richard Hovell, alderman of 


the ſaid borough, for chuſing two perſons to ſerve 


in parliament, the ſaid alderman did give publick 


May 15. 14th Edw. III. Another parliament 
writ, indorſed thus; Prec* Noruyc', Jeruem, Lennæ, 
Gyppewyc*, Donetoyc', p et Edm': | 

That no return is annexed to this writ. - 

April 5. 34th Edw. I. Another parliament writ, 
indorſed thus; Prec* omnibus ballivis Norff”, Herteſ- 
mere Blyton, Norwic', Jernem' p' Lenne, S. Edm' S. 
Eth*, Don', Gipp', Orford : 

A return is annexed of members for the counties 


notice of the time and place of the ſaid election; of Norfolk and Suffolk, Norwich, Yarmouth, Ipſ- 


and the petitioners, being freemen and inhabitants of 
the faid borough, did meet accordingly, and deſired 
the ſaid aldermen they might be preſent at the read- 
ing of the precept, and to vote for electing the ſaid 
burgeſſes, but was refuſed”; the ſaid alderman, and a 
ſmall number of the burgeſſes, ſhut themſelves up in 
a room in the Guildhall, and refuſed to let them 
hear the precept read, or to vote; and did elect the 
honourable Car Harvey, and Aubrie Porter, eſquires, 
burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament ; where- 


upon the petitioners went to an election, and choſe 


Jermyn Davers, and Gilbert Affleck, eſquires, bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in parliament; and declared them ſo 
to be by indenture, between the ſheriff and peti- 
tioners, which is ready to be returned; and was 
tendered to the alderman to be ſealed with the ſeal of 
the ſaid borough, which he refuſed to do; to the 
great wrong of the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 21, 1914. Ordered, the report to be receiv- 
ed on Tueſday next. 

27th. Sir Gilbert Dolben reported from the ſaid 
committee, the matter of the ſaid election as follows, 
viz. 

That the queſtion was, touching the right of 
election: that the ſitting- members are elected by 
the ſelect number, the petitioners by the populace. 


4 


wich, Dunwich, and Orford. 

Nov. 21. 21ſt Ed. 3. Another parliament writ, 
indorſed thus: Prec', Eib', S. Edm', Norwich, 
Gippewic', Don', Ferne, Lennæ: 

A return is annexed for the counties of Norfolk 
and Suffolk, Norwich, Yarmouth, Lynn, Ipſwich, 
and Dunwich : 

That there are no returns to theſe two writs for 
this borough. 

5th Edw. III. An agreement, made before the 
King and council, for determining differences be- 
tween the abbot and convent of Saint Edmund, ex 
parte una, et Richardum de Drayton, et alios homines 
de villa de Santto Edmundo, ex parte altera; reciting 
that the abbot had recovered againſt thoſe men 
140,000 l. damages, in three actions of treſpaſs be- 
fore the juſtices in Eyre. 

The abbot and convent, ad requi/itionem Regis, for 
peace-ſake releaſed to them, their heirs, executors, 
ſucceſſors, and aſſigns, 122, 333 J. 6s. 8 d. and upon 
payment of 2,000 marks in 20 years, by half-yearly 
payments of 100 marks per ann. 4,000 marks of the 
remaining 17, 666 J. 135. 4d. are releaſed in the 
ſame manner : 

If they do not ſeek relief againſt the judgment, 


nor ſue the jury; 10, ooo J. more are releaſed in the 


ſame manner: 
If they be of good and peaceable behaviour to- 
wards the abbot and convent, nec communitatem de 
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ſe in tadem villa clament, cen manxieneat, the reſidue 

is releaſed in the fame manner : and, | 
Upon this, Difi homines ditt villa de Sanito 
Edmundo recopnevernnt et conceſſerunt pro fe, ber et 
ſucc. ſuis, quod if communitatem in dia villa de Santio 
Edmends de fe tion babent, nec habere debent ; nec cla- 
mant, nec clamare peterunt in futuro. | 
argued, that theſe 


appears, by the agreement 


That it appears by the Journal May 14, 1660, 
that the determination of the Houſe of Commons 
was for the ſelect number. 

| They al produced a charter 4 Jac. I. which in- 
corporates this borough by the name of aldermanand 
burgefles ; and conſtitutes the corporation to conſiſt 


ſeveral franchiſes. | 
Another charter 6 Jac. I. which grants farther 
franchiſes ; in neither of which charters is there any 
mention made of ſending members to parliament. 
12 Jac. I. A charter granting ſeveral franchiſes ; 
and amongft others, a power to the alderman, ca- 
pital burgeſſes, and burgeſſes of the common-coun- 
cil, to elect two members of parliament : and they 
called Mr. Craske, who ſaid, he had known the l- 
berty of St. Edmund's-bury 30 years, had been ftew- 
ard of ir; they have the Retorna brevis for that liber- 
ty, but not the fefio brevizm: their executions are by 
the ſheriff's Warrant. | 
That he never heard, chat the bailiff of this bo- 


ty four burꝑeſſes of the common-council; and grants 


rough ever returned members to parliament; nor ne- 
ver knew any precept directed to him. 

That the cogporation of the borough hath diſtin& 
privileges from thoſe of the liberties ; and hold 
courts, and have a lect; and their writs are directed, 
Aldermano, et capitalibus burgenſibus, et burgenſibus de 
communi concilio burgi Sancti Edmunds in com Suf- 
folcie. 

That it appeared by the town-book, and was 
admitted, that all the returns ſince 1660, have been 
by the ſelect number. 

That the petitioners in reply, obſerved, that the 
charter 4 Jac. I. recites, that the town of Bury St. 
Edmund was burgus, foe villa antiqua ; and had pri- 
vileges and franchiſes, as well by divers charters, as 
preſcriptions and cuſtoms ab antiquo tat; which 
they argued this charter did only revive and con- 
firm; and that the charges of the burgeſſes being, 
by the charter of the 12Jac. I. laid upon all the inha- 
bitants, therefore they ought to chooſe ; and alſo that 
villa, and not burgus, was the appellation uſed in the 
Saxon time. | 

The committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is in the alderman, 
twelve capital burgeſſes, and twenty-four burgeſſes 
of the common-council, of the ſaid borough. 

That the petitioner's counſel admitted the ſitting- 
members to be duly elected, upon the foot of this 
reſolution. | 

The committee reſolved, 


The ſaid two reſolutions being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe. 
OR. 25, 1922. A petition of Carr Hervey, ef- 
quire, called Lord Hervey, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the election of members to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, the petitioner, James 
Reynolds, ſerjeant at law, and Jermyn Davers, eſ- 
quires, were candidates : the petitioner had a majo- 
rity of legal votes, and ought to have been return- 

. | bribery, and many other illegal prac- 


Davers to be elected; and the faid Mr. Davers was 
not qualified, and objected to by the petitioner ; not- 
withſtanding which, the ſaid Mr. Davers is returned, 
in prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 


vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


St. GERMANS. 
Tris is a borough within the county of Corn- 
wall. It never was repreſented in 
bers to parliament was queſtioned. The proceed- 


ings therein, and the other memoirs relating to its 
ele&ions, are theſe following; viz. 


Jan. 22d, 1562. For that burgeſſes be returned px. 
of divers boroughs, not lately returned in the Chan- journal 
cery; viz. the boroughs of Tregony, St. Jermynes, ** 

| and 


ia- Willis. 
ment, untill 1562 ; when its right of ſending mem- vol. II. 
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dentures returned for this borough ; that, upon the 
examination of the fact, the queſtion appeared to 
be, whether the right of election of members, to 


| ſerve in parliament, belongs to the portreeve and 


twelve burgeſſes, or to the | freemen at large; and 
that the committee were of opinion, that the free- 
men at large have right to cleft; and that Mr. Nof- 
worthy, who is returned in one of the indentures, 
is duly elected, together with Mr. St. Aubyn, con- 
cerning the validity of whoſe election there is no 
queſtion, and ought to fit in che houſe : whereto 
the houſe 
May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported, from 
the ſame committee, touching the ſeveral returns for 
this borough, that James Pracd, eſquire, and Ed- 
ward Nofworthy, are returned in ſeveral indentures, 
by the mayor; and John Baſſet, eſquire, by the 
burgeſſes in another indenture; and the opinion of 
the committee, that Mr. Pracd and Mr. Noſworthy 
do fit in the houſe, till the merits of the cauſe, 
rouching the cleftion, be determined : whereto the 
houſe 
Dec. 18. Serjeant Charleton reported, from the fame 
committee, touching the election for this borough, 
that upon the petition of the town, they had proceed- 
ed to examine the buſineſs ing the election of 
Mr. Nofworthy, as one of the burgeſſes for this bo- 
rough; and that due notice was given to the ſaid 
Mr. Noſworthy: and that the committee was well 
poſſeſſed of the petition from the ſaid town: that Mr. 
Noſworthy was elected by 19 of the capital bur- 
geſſes, and returned by the mayor; and that Mr. 
Baſſet, ſince deceaſed, was elected by a far greater 
number of burgeſſes at large: that in Mr. Noſ- 
worthy's own caſe, upon the election in the laſt aſ- 
ſembly, judgment was given 2ppind the defiion of 
the mayor and twelve capital : that all 
the inhabitants had right of election; and that the 
Par II. 


The — of Sr. Ives. 


tion being now the ſame that it was then, the 
commuttee was of opinion, that the burgeſſes at 
large had right of election: that Mr. Baſſet had 
the majority of voices ; and that. Mr. 18 
his eleftion was void : whereto the houſe 


and reſolved, that the indenture, whereby Mr. Nos 
— lbs 


00. * 1665. Ordered, that the claim of Sir 
William Godolphin, touching the election for this 
borough, be continued ; and matter between him 
and Mr. Nofworthy be adjourned, and taken into 
conſideration next ſeſſions of parliament. 

April 2, 1690. A — are of John Hawles, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that he was elected by 
the majority of aldermen and capital burgeſſes, and 
aſſiſtants, of this borough, who only had right to 
cleft there: |; ing which, one John 
Hickes, pretending to be mayor of the ſaid town, 
though not legally fo, hath returned James Pracd 
and William Harris, eſquires, as elected by the 
commonalty, whereas they have not a right to 
elect; or, if they had, the petitioner had a majo- 
rity of all their voices, who pay ſcot and lot; and 
therefore ought to have been returned: and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the conſideration 
of the committee of privileges and elections, to exa- 
mine the matter, and report it, with their opinion. 

Oct. ich. Mr. Hawles pteſented a petition, the 
ſame in fubſtance, as before ; which was read; and 

Ordered, to be referred to the conſideration of 
the commirtee of L and elections, to exa- 
mine the matter, and 1 * it, with their opinion. 

OR. 31, 1691. Mr. Hawles's petition (the ſame 
in ſubſtance) was again read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the conſideration 
of the committee of privileges and elections, to exa- 
mine the matter, and report it, with their opinion. 

January iſt, Ordered, that Mr. Hawles have 
leave to withdraw his petition. 

Dec. 24th, 1698. A petition of ſeveral perſons, 
inhabitants within this borough, in behalf of them- 
ſelves, and divers others, inhabiting within the ſaid 
borough, was read; ſhewing, that the right of 
election of members, to ſerve in parliament for this 

is in the inhabitants not receiving alms; 
and the as ſuch, demanded to de polled, 
at the laſt election, for Sir Henry Hobart; but the 
mayor, 2 refuſed to let them 


of election was in the mayor, 
capital Rk and aſſiſtants only; and that he 
would other perſons to be polled, who, 
ten in number : and thereupon 
did make an illegal return of Sir Charles Wynd- 
ham, and James Praed, eſquire, in great violation 
of the petitioner's right: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the conſideration 
of the committee of privileges and elections, to ex- 
amine the matter, and report it, with their opinion. 

Nov. 16, 1699. A petition of ſeveral perfons, 
inhabitants within this borough, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament, were, 
time out of mind, choſen for the ſaid borough by 
ſuch of its inhabitants, as were of full age, and 
did not receive alms; and at the laſt election of 
burgeſſes, the petitioner, and divers other qualified 
voters, appeared and demanded to be polled for Sir 
Henry Hobart, baronet ; but the mayor of the 
ſaĩd borough arbitrarily refuſed to let them be 
polled; and declared, that * virtue of the late 
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King J ames's charter, the of election was. 
ſolely in the mayor, Brat rgeſſes, and aſſiſt- 
ants; and that none ſhould W _ but | thoſe 
that * under that charter: and therrupon he 
hath ille egally returned Sir Charles Wyndham to be 
one of burgeſſes, in manifeſt wrong to the an- 
tient rights of the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the conſideration 
of the committee of privileges and elections, to 
examine the matter, and report it, with their opi- 
nion. 

29th. The houſe being informed, that the peti- 
tion of the inhabitants of this this ſeſſion, 
touching the election for the ſaid borough, is diffe- 
rent from that which was preſented the laſt ſeſſion : 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, that they do ex- 
amine, whether the petition of this ſeſſion. be the 
ſame in ſubſtance with that which was preſented laſt 
ſeſſion: and that they do report the ſame, with their 
opinion therein, to the houſe ; and that the com- 
mittee do the ſame, before they proceed on the aan 
ter of the ſaid election. 

Dec. 13th, Ordered to be n on the mor- 


row morning. 


14. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported, from 75 aid 


committee, the matter to them referred, upon the 
petitions touching the election for this barough, 
and the reſolution. of the committee; viz. that the 
petition of the ſeveral inhabitants within this bo- 
rough, preſented to the Houſe of Commons, this 
ſeſſion of parliament, touching the election for the 
ſaid borough, is not the ſame in ſubſtance, with the 
petition preſented to the Hauſe of Commons, the 
laſt ſeſſion of parliament, relating to the ſaid elec- 
tion: whereto (on its being twice read) the houſe 
agreed. 

Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 
elections do not proceed any further upon the peti- 
tion touching the ſaid election. 

Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of John Pitt, eſquire, 
was read; ſnewing, that, at the election of burgeſſes 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough, James Praed, 
Benjamin Overton, and the ioner, were candi- 
dates: and the right of election being in the inhabi- 
tants not receiving alms ; and above 200 of ſuch as 
had a right to vate, demanded to be polled for Mr, 
Praed and the petitioner ; but John Hawkins, may- 
or of the ſaid borough, refuſed to poll them; de- 
claring, that the right of election was, by King 
James's charter, veſted in him. as. mayor, and in 
the capital burgeſſes and aſſiſtants, only, who are 

not above ſixteen; and thereupon hath returned 
Mr. Overton, in violation of the rights of the ſaid 
borough, and in wrong to the petitioner, who had 
the majority of legal votes, with Mr. Praed, and 
ought to have been returned: and praying &c. 

A motion was made, to hear it at the bar: but 
diſagreed to. 

Ordered, that it be referred tp, the committee. of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. I 

A petition of ſeveral inhabitants of the ſaid bo- 
rough, on behalf of themſelves, and divers others, 
inhabitants of the ſaid borough, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that, time out of mind, the faid borough hath 
conſtantly ſent members to ſerve in parliament, who 
were choſen by ſuch of the inhabitaats, as did not re- 
ceive alms; and at the laſt election, the petitioners, 
and divers others duly qualified, demanded to poll for 
John Pitt, eſquire; but the mayor refuſed to let 
them ; and declared, that, by virtue of the late King 


James's chaner, te right of eleRion was in the 
mayor, capital burgeſſes, and afſiſtanes, only ; and 
that he would ſuffer none elſe to poll: and chereup- 
on he hath illegally returned James Praed and 
3 —— — 2G the 
petitioner's right: and praying c. 

Ordered, chat it be cefarmad ind/the comedic of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion 

Jan. 3, 1701, A petition of John Pitt, elauire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election of bur- 
geſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament; for this 
borough, Sir John -Hawles, James Praed, eſquire, 
200 of the inhabitants, not receiving alma, in whom 
the right of election hath been time out of mind, 
appeared for the petitionjen and Mr. Praed; and 
demanded of John Hickes, the mayor, to poll for 
them: but he, contrary to; the determination of 
the Houſe of Commons in 4660 and 1661, of 
which  he-was;. acquainted, refuſed them ; . declar- 
ing, the right of-ele@ion.- was, by the late King 
James II's charten in the mayor, capital burgeſſes, 
and aſſiſtants, only, who are not above 16 perſons: 
and thereupon the ſaid Hickes hath returned Sir 
John Hawles, as duly elected, in prejudice of the 
petitioner, and in violation of the , 
ſaid boreugh': and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred 0 e 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 24, 1902. A petition of John Pitt, ef- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in this parliament, for this 
borough, the petitioner, James Praed, and Ri- 
chard Chandler were candidates: that the right of 
election is in the inhabitants not receiving alms: 
and about 190 of ſuch perſons demanded of John 
Hickes, the mayor, to be polled for the petitioner 
and Mr, Praed; but the ſaid mayor, contrary to 
the determination of this houſe in 1660, and 1661, 
did arbitrarily refuſe to let the ſaid inhabitants poll; 
declaring, that the right of election was, by the 
late King James II's chatterz-veſted in the mayor, 
capital burgeſſes, and aſſiſtants, who are but 16 in 
number: and thereupon illegally hath» geturned the 
ſaid Richard Chandler, though Mr. Prad and the 
petitioner had n. and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be ad 4 
privileges and elections, to examine che matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtructian to the ſaid 
committee, that they do appoint to hear the mat- 
ter of the ſaid petition on the 24th day of No- 
vember next. 

Dec. 4. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday next. 

8th. Mr. Bromley reported, from the ſaid com- 
mittee, an 1 the faid petition, as fol- 
loweth ; viz. | 

That the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that this bo- 
rough was a corporation and borough by preſcrip- 
tion. 

The only thing in queſtion was the right of elec- 
tion; which, the petitioner's counſel ſaid, was in 
the burgeſſes or inhabitants at large; but the fit- 
ing-members counſel ſaid, it was in the capital bur- 
geſſes only. 

The petitioner's counſel called ſeveral witneſſes, 
and delivered in ſeveral returns to parliament for 
this Mr. Henry Maurice, Mr. Richard 
Trinkey, and others, ſaid, they had been . 


See be- 
fore. 
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and conſent, had choſen Mr. Praed; and it 
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quainted with the botough. 14, 23, 40, and 60 
years; and that they had known ſeveral elections; 


return, of the 16th of April, 1660: by 
one of which, John St. Aubyn, eſquire, by the 
other, James Praed, eſquire, is returned burgeſs, 
to ſerve in parliament, for the ſaid borough. The 
firſt indenture is expreſſed to be made between the 
ſheriff, of the one part, and the mayor, burgeſſes, 
and commonalty, on the other part; which was 
ſigned by a certain number of capital burgeſſes and 
common=-council-men, and about an hundred others 
called gentlemen and freemen ; and 4s ſaid to be un- 
der their hands and ſeals. The other indenture is 
expreſſed to be made between the ſheriff, and the 
burgeſſes and commonalty ; and that the burgeſſes 
and commonalty, of their on unanimous aſl bh 


4 
; 
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under the hands and ſeals of the burgeſes and com: 
monalty ; and ſigned by above 1 50. | 

A return, 27th Mart, 13 Car. II. between the 
ſheriff, of the on part, and the mayor and but 
geſſes, of the other part; expreſſing, that the mayor 
and burgeſſes had unanimouſly elected James Pracd, 
eſquire: it is under the common - ſeal, and ſigned 
by 34.— Return, 10 Marti, 13 Car. II. to which 
the mayor and burgeſſes are parties; expreſſing, 


that the mayor and burgeſſes had unanimouſly elected 


Daniel Oneale, eſquire: it is under the common ſeal, 
and ſigned by 48. — Return, 19 Fer, 16 Car. II. 
Another return of Edward Noſworthy, - in the ſame 
form, ſigned by 38. — Return, 10 Martii, 2 Gul. 
et Mar. Another return, by John Hicks (then 
mayor, alſo made the return now in queſtion) between 
the ſheriff of the one part, and the mayor, burgeſſes, 
and commonalty, of the other part; expreſſing, 
that they had unanimouſly choſen Mr. Praed : it is 
under the common ſeal, and ſigned by 166. 

They read two reſolutions of the houſe; one, 16 Ju- 
ly, 1660; expreſſing, that the freemen at large had 
a right to elect members to ſerve in parliament for 
this borough; and thar Mr. Noſworthy was duly 
elected. Another, 

Dec. 18, 1661. That the burgeſſes at large had 
right of election; and that Mr. Baſſet had the ma- 
Jority of voices and Mr. Noſworthy's election was 
void; and that the indenture, whereby Mr. Noſ- 
worthy was returned, ſhould be taken off the file, 
and cancelled. 

They then called ſome witneſſes, as to the pro- 
ceedings at the election. 

Buſvargus ſaid, he was preſent at the laſt elec- 
tion; and the burgeſſes at large appeared: and the 
mayor (Mr. Hickes) recommended Mr. Chandler, 
as another perſon did Mr. Praed; and his (the wit- 
neſs's) maſter, recommended the petitioner; and 
told the mayor, he hoped, he would not exclude 
the burgeſſes, as he did the laſt time; and the 
mayor ſaid, he would proceed by King James” I 
charter : that the mayor called over the aldermen, 
and then went out of the hall, the burgeſſes at 
large declaring, they were for Mr. Pitt, and Mr. 
Praed; and one Mr. Veale took their poll, and had 
polled about twenty, before the mayor went away. 

He, and another, alſo ſaid, that after the poll 
was thus taken, an indenture was ſigned by a great 
number of the burgeſſes, or inhabitants; and that the 
mayor refuſed to return according to it: — Alſo 
that it was not Mr. Hickes's turn to be mayor, 
ME Mr. Pollard's ; and that Mr. Hickes deſired 
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Mr. Pollard not to take it amiſs, for he was made 
by the Duke of Bolton's order. 
anſwer, it was inſiſted, that the ancient re- 
turns were only by the mayor or portreeve, and 
burgeſſes ; which could be conſtrued only of the 
freemen of the corporation; but thoſe, who yoted 
for the petitioner, were only inhabitants. 

To this it was replied, that the inhabitants of a 
borough, by preſcription, were burgeſſes. 

The ſitring-member”s counſel read the followin 

returns. — 14 Eliz. Warden and burgeſſes elected: 
the return ſigned by the warden and 11 others, 
26 Eliz. the ſame : return ſigned by 8 or 9.—39 
Elz. the ſame : return ſigned by 5. — 1 Jac. I. 
Warden or portreeve, and burgeſſes elected: return 
ſigned by the portreeve, and about 6.—2 1 Jac. I. 
Portreeve and burgeſſes elected. 3 Car. I. the 
ſame : return ſigned by 12. 
Mr. Newman produced an ancient book of the 
corporation; whereby it appeared, the corporation 
conſiſted of a portreeve, 12 capital burgeſſes, and 
24 others; and ſaid, he had ſearched in that book, 
and found, that thoſe who ſigned the returns forinerly, 
were of the capital burgeſſes | 

They then alledged, that by the charter of king 
James II. the election of burgeſſes was placed in 
the mayor and capital burgeſſes which they made 
uſe of, to excuſe the mayor's making a return 
otherwiſe than the laſt determination of parliament. 

Then the committee reſolved, 

That che right of election of burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in parliament, for this borough, is not in the in- 
habitants of the ſaid borough, not receiving alms. 

That Richard Chandler, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for this bo- 
rough. 

Ihe firſt reſolution being read a ſecond time, it 
was propofed to amend it, by leaving out the firſt 
word “ not ;” which was agreed to, 

Another amendinent was propoſed, by leaving out 
the words not receiving alms,” and inſerting in- 
ſtead thereof paying ſcot and lot :” to which the 
houſe agreed. | 
That the right of election of burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in parliament, for this borough, is in the inhabi- 
tants of the ſaid borough, paying ſcot and lot. 
The ſecond reſolution, being twice read, was diſ- 
agreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that John Pitt, eſquire, is duly elected 
4 burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament, for this bo- 
rough. 

Reſolved, that Mr. John Hicks, mayor of this 
borough, is guilty of making a falſe return of a 
member to ſerve in parliament, for this borough, 
contrary to the laſt determination in parliament. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. John Hicks be, for 
his ſaid offence, taken into cuſtody of the ſerjcant 
at arms attending this houſe ; and that the return 
be amended. 

Nov. 25, 1508. A petition of Chriſtopher Har- 
ris, of this borough, merchant, and James Tregeare, 
of the ſame place, gentleman, in behalf of them- 
ſelves, and others, the electors and burgeſſes of the 
ſaid borough, was read; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
tion of burgeſſes, for this parliament, for this bo- 
rough, John Hopkins, John Borlace, John South, 
and John Prade, eſquires, were candidates: that 
the ſaid Mr. Prade, and his agents, particularly 
Thomas Spriggs, junior, and Thomas Stephens, 
junior, did, by corrupt and illegal practices, pro- 
cure himſelf 30 votes, and upwards; and thereby 

gained 
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that at the election of members to ſerve in parlia- prejudice of the petitioners, and the rights and pri- 
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vileges of. the ſaid - borough ; for which reaſon 
ä RT Put ch. and praying 


""Ondered to be eſemed to the committee of pri- 
and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion 
Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Sir John Hawles, 
knight, and Hugh Forteſcue, eſquire, was read; 
— that the right of electing burgeſſes, for to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, was always in 
the freeholders and inhabitants thereof; by the ma- 
of whom, the petitioners were duly choſen on 
the iſt of Auguſt laft : andyet the portreve re- 
turned, that Sir Joſeph Tredenham, and John Tre- 
denham, eſquire, were choſen burgeſſes for the ſaid 
borough : and praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 24, 1699. A petition of Sir John Hawles, 
knight, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, the petitioner and Hugh Forteſcue, eſquire, 
| were duly choſen, by the greater number of free- 
holders and inhabitants of the ſaid borough, who 
have the right of election: notwithſtanding which, 
the portteve of the ſaid borough hath returned, 
that Sir Joſeph Tredenham, and John Tredenham, 
eſquire, were choſen; burgeſſes: and praying &c. 

Otdered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 5. Ordered, that the ſaid committee be diſ- 
charged Son proceeding further this ſeſſion, upon 
the petition, touching the election for this borough, 
at the deſire of the parties concerned. 

Feb. 17, 1700. A petition of Sir James Bate- 
man, knight, and Nicholas Carew, eſquire, was 
read; ſnewing, that the petitioners were duly choſen 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in this parliament, by the free- 
holders and- inhabitants of the ſaid borough, whoſe 
right it was always to elect; but the portreve hath 
returned Sir Joſeph Tredenham, and John Treden- 
ham, eſquire, as choſen for the ſaid — and 
praying &c. _ 

Ordered, that it be referred to e 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan, 3, 1701. A petition of James Vernon, ſenior, 

and James Vernon, junior, eſquires, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that the petitioners, Sir Joſeph Tredenham, 
and John Tredenham, eſquire, were candidates at 
the election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament for 
this borough : that ſeveral qualified voters did actu- 
ally vote for the petitioners, and others tendered 
their votes, but were diſallowed by the portreve 
of the ſaid borough ; and unqualified perſons were 
admitted to vote for Sir Joſeph Tredenham, and 
John Tredenham ; and ſeveral illegal practices were 
uſed by the portreve, and others, who have re- 
turned the ſaid Sir Joſeph Tredenham, and Mr, Tre- 
denham, in violation of the rights and privileges of 
the ſaid borough, and in wrong to the petitioners : 
and praying &c. | 
- Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Oct. 19, 1722. A petition of Francis Scobell, 
and Benedict Ithell, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that at the late election of members to Eve in par- 
liament for this borough, the petitioners, Sidney 
Godolphin, and Samuel Travers, eſquires, were 

Paxr II. 


candidates ; at which time, John hs one of the 
freemen of the ſaid borough, being poſſeſſed of the 
precept, illegally delivered to him by Edward Hob- 
lyn, eſquire, ſheriff of the ſaid county, did preſume 
to execute the office of mayor or portreve ; and 
after the precept was read, proceeded to eleftion 

in a very irregular manner, to take a poll; <Z 
the ſaid John Jane diſallowed ſeveral legal votes, 
that voted for the petitioners, and admitted a great 
many as good votes, who voted for Mr. Godolphin 
and Mr. Travers, who had not the leaſt right ſo to 
do; that Mr. William Richards, mayor or port- 
reve of the ſaid borough, attended the ſaid elec- 


tion; and having demanded of the ſaid John Jane 


the precept, which was denied him, proceeded to 
take a poll, on which there was a great majority of 
legal votes for the petitioners ; in purſuance where- 
of, he juſtly declared the petitioners duly elected; 
and drew up and executed an indenture accordingly, 
and affixed the borough-ſcal to it, and tendered the 
ſame to the ſheriff, which he refuſcqd to accept of, as 
not - being annexed to his precept : By theſe and 
many other unwarrantable practices of the ſaid Mr. 
Hoblyn and John Jane, and others their accom- 
plices, an undue return has been made of Mr. Go- 
dolphin and Mr. Travers, to the great prejudice of 
the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and eleftions, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, 

A petition of William Richards, mayor or port- 
reve of this borough, was read; ſhewing, that 
Edward Hoblyn, eſquire, ſheriff of the ſaid county, 
did arbitrarily deliver his precept to John Jane, one 
of the freemen of the ſaid borough ; who, by virtue 
of the unwarrantable poſſeſſion thereof, took upon 
him the execution of the ſame ; but, before the pre- 
cept was read, the petitioner, as being the lawful 
mayor or, portreve, demanded it of the ſaid John 
Jane ; but he abſolutely refuſed to deliver ir.; and 
after the precept was read, Francis Scobell, Benedict 
Ithell, Sidney Godolphin, and Samuel Travers, 
eſquires, were candidates; the ſaid John Jane pre- 
ſumed to act as mayor, proceeded to an election, 
and taking of a poll in a very partial and irregular 
manner; diſallowing ſeveral legal freemen, who 
voted for the ſaid Mr. Scobell and Mr. Ithell, and 
admitting a great many perſops to vote for the ſaid 
Mr. Godolphin and Mr. Travers, who had not the 
leaſt. right ſo to do : after which, the ſaid John 
Jane, without ſo much as caſting up the. poll, or 
making any ſcrutiny, though demanded, did return 
the ſaid Mr. Godolphin and Mr. Travers, as duly 
elected for the ſaid borough :. all which actings of 
the ſaid John Jane, particularly his making a 
falſe return, has been a manifeſt prejudice to the 
petitioner, and a great injury to the ſaid borou gh: 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to tlie committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 13, 1723. A petition of Francis Scobell and 
Benedict Ithell, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 
at the election for members, to ſerve in this preſent 

liament for this borough; the petitioners, and 
Sidney Godolphin, and Fe Travers, eſquires, 
were candidates; that John Jane, one of the free- 
men of the ſaid borough, without any right, but 
being poſſeſſed of the precept, illegally delivered 
him by Edward Hoblyn, eſquire, ſheriff of the ſaid 
county, did preſume to execute the office of mayor 
or portreve, of the ſaid borough ; and, after the 
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pretept was rend, on which there was no indorſe- 
ment, proceeded to election; and, in a very partial 
and arbitrary manner, took a poll; when he diſ- 


- allowed ſeveral legal voters for the petitioners, and leges 


admitted many bad votes againſt them, particularly 


fourteen, who bnly pretended to be made freemen 


long after the teſte of the writ, and then illegally ; 
and the faid John Jane declared Mr. Godolphin 
and Mr. Travers duly elected, and hath, returned 
them : that Mr. William Richards, the mayor or 
portreve of the ſaid borough, attended the ſaid 
election; and, after demanding the precept of 3 
Jane, which was denied him, proceeded to take 

poll, on which there was a great majority of legal 
voters for the petitioners ; and he juſtly declared them 
duly elected ; and executed an indenture, to which 
the town-ſeal of the borough was affixed, and ſign- 
ed by a great majority of the legal voters ; which 
indenture, Mr. Richards tendered to the ſaid ſheriff, 
which he refuſed xo accept, as not being affixed to 
hisprecept: and by theſe, and many other unwarrant- 
able practices of the ſaid Edward Hoblyn and John 
Jane, and others, they have falſely returned Mr. 
Godolphin and Mr. Travers, in violation of the 
rights of the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine the matter, and re- 
port the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of William Richards, mayor or port- 
reve of this borough, was read ; ſhewing, that 
Edward Hoblyn, eſquire, ſheriff of the ſaid county, 
did arbitrarily deliver his precept for electing mem- 
bers, to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough, 
to one John Jane, a freeman only of the ſaid bo- 
rough ; who thereby took upon him the execution 
thereof, and refuſed to deliver it to the petitioner, 
who is the lawful mayor, and the proper officer, to 
whom it belonged ; and Jane proceeded to an elec- 
tion on the gth of April 1722 and admitted ſeveral 
to vote for Sidney Godolphin, and Samuel Travers, 
eſquires, who had no right to vote ; and refuſed 
ſeveral, who had a right to vote, for Francis Sco- 
bell, and Benedict Ithell, eſquires ; particularly 
nn ee :of e e hl 
legal voters in the borough, who had before refuſed 
zo l. for his vote, offered by one Richard Jack, 
who acted as chief agent for Nicholas Vincent, eſ- 
quire; and the ſaid Jane hath unjuſtly returned Mr. 
Godolphin and Mr. Travers, without ſo much as 


caſting up the poll; after which, the petitioner ten- 


dered to the ſheriff an indenture, to which was af- 
fixed the town-ſeal, and was ſigned by a great ma- 
Jority of the legal voters, whereby Mr. Scobell and 
Mr. Ithell were returned, as duly elected; but they 


refuſed to receive the ſame, as not being annexed to good. 


his precept : that John Jane acted as mayor, under 
pretence of being choſen ſuch, on the goth of 
March laſt, at a court held by the ſaid Mr. Jack, 
as lord of the ſaid borough, without any colour; 
which was encouraged by the preſence of Mr. Vin- 
cent; and theſe fourteen new freemen were | 
to be made, long after the teſte of the writ, who 
were allowed to vore by this new pretended mayor, 
although they, nor the court, had any legal conſti- 
tution; and the mayor or portreve of the ſaid bo- 
rough, is always choſen at Michaelmas-court, un- 
leſs on the death of a mayor ; and that, previous to 
this pretended court, the petitioner refuſed a conſi- 
derable ſum of money for his vote and intereſt, of- 
fered by Stephen Harris, who owned himſelf an 
agent for Mr. Vincent; they having no intereſt in 


the ſaid borough : all which proceedings are a ma- 


nifeſt breach of the undoubred iights of the fd 


borough : and praying && c. 
Ordered, it be referred is the committee of privi- 
and elections, to examine the matter, _ 


port the ſame, n 11 RES 


St. MICHAEL 'or MICHELL. 


HIS is an ancient borough, firuare in they, 
county of Cornwall: when it was ſo made, Notiti, 

doth not appear. It was firſt: furnmoned/to feng" IL 
iament in the reign of King Ed- 


members to 
a ward the ſixth; and has continued fo to do, as Dr. 
Willis writes, to this time. The memoirs relating 
to its elections, Sn in the 
journals, are theſe. 

May 21, 1628. Mr. Hackwyl reported from the 


committee for elections, returns, and privileges, the 


caſe for this borough. — Two indentures firſt 
brought to the clerk of the crown, whereby two, 
viz, Mr. Spark and Mr. Buller, certified to the 
houſe. After another indenture brought to the 
clerk of the crown, whereby Mr. Coſworth choſen, 
and returned. The queſtion between Mr. Buller 
and Mr. Coſworth. It appeared, upon proof, that 
Mr. Coſworth was elected on the 28th. 

Upon queſtion, Mr. Francis Buller not duly elect- 
ed for Michell in Cornewayle. 

Upon queſtion, Mr, Coſworth duly elected. 

Upon queſtion, AP 
to the houſe the indenture, whereby Mr. Coſworth 
returned; and he to ſerve; and the clerk of the 
crown to take off the file, that, which was for 
Mr. Francis Buller. 

April 24, 1640. Two report. The firſt, to re- 
ſtore two members, that were Mr. Courtney and 
Mr. Chadwell, that ſerve as burgeſſes for the town 
of Michell. Mr. Coſworth and Mr. Baſſet choſen 
by 24. -— Exceptions againſt the manner of Mr. 
Chadwell's election. Mr. Courtney and Mr. 
Chadwell choſen by the major part of thoſe: that 
had the power of eletion.——One, 13 ; and the 
other, 11 PT Ons GONE WOT 0" Wa: 
on - [2 
Whether the burghers had the right of election, 
or the burghers and the inhabitants. — They had the 
major part 'of the burghers ; and all the inhabitants 
did condeſcend to their election. 

For the time: If this had been a great town, and 
that all the inhabitants had had voice, this might 
have taken to be a ſurprize. ——Agreed, that this 
was a right lawful election. 

They excepted againſt the [= for a year. 
Ne e ee ee once ſworn, — 

In their opinion, che lion of Mir," 
and Mr. Chadwell, a good election; and fit mem- 
bers to be. Upon queſtion, 

Reſolved, that Mr. Courtney and Mr. Chadwell 


are duly elected, and well returned; and are fit 


members ro fi in the houſe, — And the ſerjeae or 
dered to call them in. 

May 5, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
ſeveral returns for this borough, that Thomas Ca- 
rew and Heneage Finch, are returned by the proper 
officer, by ſeveral indentures ; and the opinion of 
the committee, that they ought to fit, till the merits 
of the election be determined: whereto the houſe 


July 18. Sir Edward Turner reported from the 


ſaid committee, the caſe upon the election for this 


borough; 
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borough 3 That, upon the examination of the 
fact, it appeared to the committee, that the queſtion 
was, whether the right of election belongs to the 
commonalty at large, or to the 24 claimed by 
cuſtom, conſiſting of 2 elizors, nominated by the 
lord of the manor; and 22 of the freemen, choſen 


by the ſaid elizors; which 24, the committee were 


of opinion, had the right of election; and that 
Carew, eſquire, who is returned by indenture as one 
of the burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, had a greater 
number of voices, than Mr. Humphrey Borlace, 
the petitioner, and that therefore the ſaid Mr. * Ca- 
rew is duly choſen, and ought to fit in the houſe. 
Reſolved, that the houſe do agree with the com- 
mittee, that Mr. Carew, having the plurality of 
voices, is duly elected, and do fit in the houſe. 
May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charlton reported from 
the ſaid committee, touching the double return for 
this borough ; that Sir Edward Moſely, and Mat- 
thew Wren, eſquire, are returned in two ſeveral in- 
dentures, by John Woodhouſe, deputy portreeve ; 
Sir Peter Courtney, and Humphrey Burlace, eſ- 
quire, and the ſaid Mr, Wren, in another inden- 


ture, by Mr. Nancharraw, who pretended to be a 


puty portreve, whoſe deputation was revoked ; and 
the opinion of the committee, that Edward Moſely, 
and Matthew Wren, only ought to ſit, until the 
merits of the cauſe be determine! 

Whereto the houſe agreed. 

Oct. 25, 1680. A petition of Humphrey Borlace, 
eſquire, was read. Alſo | 

A petition of the portreve and burgeſſes of this 
borough was read. 2 | 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to 
the committee of privileges and elections, to exa- 
mine the matter, and report it, with their opinion. 

In the convention, which met.the 22d of Janua- 
ry, 1688, the Lord Fanſhaw was returned a bur- 
gels for this borough ; and Humphrey Courtney, 
eſquire, within fourteen days preferred a petition to 
the houſe againſt his election, which was, by vir- 
tue of an order of the houſe of the 28th of January, 
received by the chairman of the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections. 

May 11,. 1689. The houſe finding that ſeveral of 
the members, returned by the clerk of the crown, 
had not yet taken the oaths appointed by the act of 
parliament ; and, particularly, that Charles Lord Fan- 
ſhaw, burgeſs for this borough, although reſident 
in, or about the city of London, hath abſented him- 
ſelf from the ſervice of the houſe, ever fince the 
oaths were appointed to be taken; and others were 
detained in the country: by ſickneſs: 


Ordered, that Charles, Lord Viſcount Fanſhaw, 


who ſerves in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough, be ſummoned to attend this houſe on Mon- 
day next. | 

13th. The houſe being informed that the Lord 
Fanſhaw attended at the door, according to the or- 
der of Saturday laſt. W 

Reſolved, that he be called in; and tendered the 
oaths and declaration directed to be taken, made, 
8 and ſubſcribed, by the members of the 


He was called in, and came up to table: and 
Mr. Speaker acquainted him, that the houſe had 
taken notice, that he had been about the town a 
conſiderable time, but yet did not attend the ſervice 
of the houſe; and that he had direction to tende 
him the oaths and declaration. 

Whereupon the Lord Fanſhaw ſaid, that it was 
true that he had been about town a great while in- 


4 | 


deed, but had been in the country, if his health 
would have permitted him ; but he had been in 
ſtrict courſe of phyſic, and was in the ſame condition 
ſtill of phyſie and diet: but however, that, ſince he 
was abſent, there was an act paſſed for taking the 
oaths ; and he was not qualified to fit in the houſt, 
in regard he was not ſatisfied to take the oaths, and 
therefore. he could not appear. — And then with- 

Reſolved, that the Lord Fanſhaw be diſcharged 
from being a metnber of the houſe. —But there be- 
ing a petition in, touching the election, the granting 
a new writ was reſpited. | 

June 20. Colonel Birch reported from the commit- 
tee of privileges and elections, to whom the matter 
touching the election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament, for this borough, was referred, 
that the caſe coming to be heard upon the petition 
of Humphrey Courtney, eſquire, againſt Charles 
Fanſhaw, eſquire, Viſcount Fanſhaw in the king- 
dom of Ireland, touching the election of a burgeſs 


for this borough; a proclamation was made, ac- 


cording to cuſtom, for the ſaid petitioner to attend, 
and proſecute the petition : but the petitioner, nor 
none for him, appeared : and that thereupon the 
committee had reſolved ; 

That the ſaid petition, for want of proſecution, 
be diſmiſſed: Whereto the houſe agreed. 

Ordered, a warrant for a new writ, for electing 
a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of Charles 
Lord Viſcount Fanſhaw, who was, on the 13th of 


May laſt, diſcharged from being a member of this 
houſe, | 


October 23d. A petition of Humphrey Court- 
ney, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petiti- 
oner is duly elected to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, in the room of Charles Fanſhaw, eſquire, 
by the inhabitants of the borough, paying ſcot 
and lot, in whom the right of election is; and that, 
by contrivance between Peter Champion, an at- 
torney, and ſteward of the manor of Michell, and 
one Francis Gully; a return was made to William 
Bond, eſquire, - ſheriff of Cornwall, by the ſaid 


Francis Gully in his own name, as portreve, and 


in the name of all the burgeſſes of this borough, 


105 


that they had elected William Coryton, eſquire, a a 


burgeſs for the ſame borough : whereas the faid 
Gully was not portreve, but barely nominated to 
ſerve a turn; nor was the ſaid William Coryton 
elected, but the petitioner ; Mr. William Coryton 
not having four qualified voices; whereof the ſheriff 
was well ſatisfied, and ſigned the petitioner's in- 
denture : but Mr. Coryton's return is made by the 
under-ſheriff, contrary to the high-ſheriff*s order : 
and praying, that the undue practices may be exa- 
mined at the bar of the houſe; and that the undue 
return may be diſcharged, and the petitioner ad- 
mitted according to the election and return of the 
burgeſſes of the ſaid borough. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 4th. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Saturday morning next at ten of the clock. 

gth. Ordered, that the report be made on Thurſ- 
day next. | 

12th, Mr. Grey reported, from the ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter upon the ſaid petition.— That, 


as to the right of election, the committee reſolved, 


1. That the right of election of burgeſſes, to 
ſerve in parliament, for this borough, is in the 


lords of the faid borough, who are liable to be 


choſen 


105 


The Borough St. Mrontgi . 


choſen portreves of the ſame ;; and in the houſe- 
welders of the ſaid: borough, not receiving altas. 

That, for the petitionet, an indenture of return, 
with"27 names, was produced: hut it was not in- 
fiſted, that above nineteen were preſent at the 
election: and of thoſe that voted for the petitioner, » 
Huddy, being called, ſaid, Jeffry, Start, Philp, 
Swayn, and Sf lea, paid ſcot and lot: and that 
Poole, James junior, Nin, Lewis, Soper, Euſtace, 
Cruſt, Foxwellʒ; George, Bennet, Nautaroe, and 
Lawrence; were houſe-keepers within the borough : 


but Philp and Lawrence, and, their mothers, lived 


together ; but he thought their mothers lived-with 
them. As to Humphrey Euſtace, he could not 
fay, whether he was an houſe-keeper, or no; but 
has not received alms for five or fix years; and 
was not inſiſted on. Trendle waved, as a ſervant. 
<= Woodhouſe: did not appear at the election 
Fot Mr. Coryton, they produced an indenture 
of return of 23 names: and called Vincent, who 
ſaid, Philp lived with his mother; and believes, 
ſhe keeps houſe: that Staples is a ſervant to his 
aunt; and it is her eſtate: that Lawrence lives 
with his mother; and ſhe relieves him: that Eu- 
ſtace had pariſh pay 3 ar n, and id now 
a beggar. 

Hiellings ſaid, that Nancaro and Bennet told him, 


if they could have 40 8. they would not vote for the 


petitioner, but give their vote for Mr. Coryton: but 
Mr. Borlace threatened to put them in priſon, if 
they voted for Mr. Coryton;; and would forgive 
the debt, if they voted for the petitioner; though 


he did not hear Mr. Borlace ſay ſo: that Francis 


Gully was portreve, and one; of the lords of the 
borough: That Vincent paid ſeot and lot 3 as did 
Pharo, Riccard, Robert Hellings, Free ſenior, and 
Richard Hellings: that Paul, James ſenior, Har- 
vey, Samuel , Godfrey; Groſſe, Swain, 
Willes, Richard 'Delbridge, and Pool, are houſg- 
keepers within the borough: that Thomas Riccard, 
and Free junior, live with their fathers; as doth 
Robert Hellings, but hath a ſhop : that Wilton and 
Hickes live with Mr. Vincent: that Moreton is not 
above 19 years of age: Robert Paul lives with 
Mr. Vincent: and Richard Swayn is poor: and had 
a cow provided for him by the pariſn. 7 

VU pon this the committee reſolved, - \ . ||; 

2. That William Coryton, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to n in ora a 
this borough; : 

The ſaid two ſeveral 5 — read a 
and agreed to by the-houls 1 and the'return andres 


to be amended. | 


March 236, 1690. A petition. of Humphrey 
Courtney, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that.he was 
elected to ſerve for this borough; but. that. never» 
theleſs the portreve bath returned Anthony Row; 
eſquire, in prejudice of the petitioner: and for 
that the ſaid Mr. Row is an utter ſtranger to the 
laid borough, and not known, by any of the elec- 
tors; but procured his votes by bribery and having 
diſperſed divers ſcandalous libels, reflecting upon-ſe- 
veral members of the laſt Houſe of ere lor 


their votes therein: and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be ——— of 
privileges and elections, to examine the mann and 
report it, with their opinion. 


Oct. Ech. A petition of. Humphrey Courtney, 


aſquire; was read; ſhewing, that che petitioner was 
guly elected for this boroughi yet Anthony Row, 
eſquire, by many undue practices, and bribery, | 


* hath procured himfelf to be returned by the port- 


* 


eleted a burgeß, to ann rr 


\ 


reve, in, prejutlice of r en 4. 
ing &c. 4 - JING? 283 Of 43) (RAQTE 7¹ e- D 

* it be rel hn this eater 
privilegr=.and, elcftions; nnn 
report it. with their op g 

Nov. 12th. Mr. Grey: reported gd cbm 
mittee,” the ſtate of the caſe on the ſaid perition, —” 
That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
lords of. this borough, who are liable to be thoſen 
portreves of the ſame, and in the houſcholdery 
of the. ſaid-borough, not receiving alms. FIC: th 

The 6 Row t. 

or, ri at for Mr. Courtney 0% il! 

Peter Staply ſaid, ſeven of choſe, who voted 
for Mr. Row, were not houſekeepers; one only of 
which was proved to be fo by Mr. Row. It was 
furthet aſſerted, that John Atwell, who m 
the election for Mr. Row, * to each 
voter, who would vote for Mr. Row. 

Riccard faid, ——— afiee 

the cleftion, when 12 who voted for Mr. Row, had 
51. each, viz. gl. 188. and 6d. in ſilver; and one 
guinea, which was ſaid to be for their wives. 
_ Soper ſaid, he had the ſame; and ſaw Euſtace's 
wife, and Mancaro's daughter, have the fame: 
that this —_ was paid the morning after the 
election. 


Atwell, n 0 faid, what money he 

paid was for meat and drink, and tobacco; and 
many he had paid, were not 'fatisfied ; but promiſed 
no money before the election. 
The committee reſolved, that Anthony Row, 
and his agents, are guilty of bribery, in his endea- 
vouring to be elected a —— Pare wttracey 
parliament, for this borough! i- 

That Anthony Row, eſquire, is noe duly dlefted 
ne = e ee for 


this borough. - 
That Humphrey cn eſquire;” e duly 


for this 

The ſaid — — mend twice were 
agreed to by the houſe. . 
to be amended. 

Dec. 2, 269g. A petition df 22 
ney, eſquire, and Thomas Vivian, eſquire, was 
read ; ſhewing, that the petitioners were duly elect- 
8 har rr th putey wane for this 

: that the return of the petitioners} by the 
portreve of che ſaid borough, was delivered to 
the ſheriff of the county, who affixed the fams to 
the writ, with the other returns of the ſaid county, 
and ſent the ſame up by expreſs to the clerk of the 
crown: that, befort the ſaid writ and return were 
filed with the clerk of the crown, two other in- 
dentures were, in town, annexed” to the ſaid writ, 
pretended to be made by the portreve and bur- 
geſſes of the | ſaid borough ; by which fiftitious in- 
dentures,” Anthony Row and Thomas Dodſon, eſ- 
quires, are mentioned to be elected burgeſſes: by 
which ill practices, the petitioners are excluded from 
their places in the houſe: and praying, that the 
faid fictitious: indentures may be taken off the. file, 


and that the eee Ba Je any be cen- 


ſured c. 

. Whereupon, Mr. Sherrard und Mir. Hoblya were 
called in and ernmined. touching 22 the 
return of Mr. Rowe and Mr. Dodſon. 

Ordered, that it be referred — 
of privileges and eto to examine the mater, 

_ ET came 
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by what means the ſame were 
- 7th... petition of Anthony Row, Pon 
read; ſhewing, that, at the election of members to 


The Brough of Sr. Mienzlt. 
| cante inthe hands of de cet of the crown, and. Dodſon w:re returned, were nat ſent up with the 


indentures brought by Mr. Scollard, nor affixed to 
* Friday, after eleven of the clock. 

r. Hoblyn ſaid, the pretended portreve, Mr. 
Gully, who had returned Mr. Dodſon and Mr. 
Row, had left his country, was out-lawed, and 
lived in White-Fryars, 

In anſwer to this, Mr. Row's and Mr. Dodſon's 
counſel produced a letter from Mr. Courtney to 


| Mr. Gully, dated 22 October, 1695 ; wherein he 


perſon, owned him to be portreve, and deſired him to ſign 


who pretended a right ſo to do: that the ſaid double 
return is not yet determined by the committee of 


upon the faid double return. — That the committee 
had inſpected the record of the return, and conſi- 
dered the petition of Mr. Counney can br. Vivi- 


eſquire another 
an, won of the ſame date, mentioned to be made 
between the ſheriff and portreve, and ſigned by 
Timothy Gully, portreve, and ſeveral of the burgeſſes, 
Anthony Row, eſquire, and by a like Inflentuer; 


Mr. Chute, the tnic of the crown,” d. chat 
the returns for the county of Cornwall were brought 
to him on the 22d of November, about fix at night: 
that Mr. Sherwood delivered the returns to him; 
and: ue the Gene" deen rm, 
— — vevidadz iter 
at the delivery; but by what means they were de- 
layed, before they came to him, he could not tell. 
Mr. Hoblyn, a member of the hoſe, faid, he 


a depuration to Mr. Free: and the draught of the 
depuration, incloſed in a letter, was alſo produced 
ro the committee. They alſo called Mr, Gilbert 
Eyre; who ſaid, he was preſent, when the ſheriff 
was defired by Mr. Row to return his and Mr. Dod- 
ſon's indentures; and that he then told Mr. Row, 
he could not do it, becauſe by act of parliament he 
was to retyrn the indentures annexed to the precept ; 


but at laſt it was agreed, he ſhould carry the in- 


dentures to Mr. Hooker; and he ſhould do, as 
counſel adviſed. 

Mr. Hooker faid, Scollard came to his houſe, 
whilſt he was at dinner, on the 21ſt of November; 
and about half an hour after three came again, and 
deſired money to pay the fees of filing the returns: 
—ſaid, Mr. Row came to him to annex his inden- 
tutes to the writ; and ſaid, he would get it under 
counſel's hand, that it might be done; but counſel 
did not think fit to do it, Mr. Row not being able 
to give them an account of the conſtitution of the 
place: that he delivered the returns to Mr. Sher- 
wood, and ordered him to act, as he ſhould be ad- 
viſed; and they went to the clerk of the crown, and 
not meeting with him, they brought back the in- 
dentures to him : that he having received a letter 
from the high-ſheriff with the returns ; by which 
it was left to him to act as he thought fit; and he, 
thinking it beſt for the ſheriff to annex the other 
two indentures, did give order for the annexing 
them : and accordingly they were annexed the Fri- 
day, the day the parliament met, ' in the afternoon : 
that Mr. Tregeagle, the high-ſheriffs, letter was 
read, wherein he wrote, that Mr. Row had his 
indentures, or would have ſent them; and that 
whatever Mr. Hooker thought fit, he would com- 
ply with. 

Mr. Sherwood ſaid, Mr. Hooker did deliver him 
the returns, with directions to have advice about 
them: thar he went to the clerk of the crown, to 


was at the election ; and the ſheriff was alſo there, adviſe with him, but miſſed him : that he adviſed 
and received the indentures, by which Mr. Vivian with ſeveral lawyers, who were of different opini- 
and Mr. Courtney are returned; and ſealed the ons in the matter: that Mr. Hooker after ordered 
counterparts: and that the ſheriff told him, Mr. the returns to be opened, and Mr. Row's and Mr. 
Row had been with him to return his indentures, Dodſon's indentures to be affixed in their proper 
fo maketh a double return; but the ſheriff place. 
. Hoblyn, he had refuſed Mr. Row, ſaying, Then the committee reſolved, 
obliged to return the ſaid * annext That the indentures, by which Anthony Row, 
precept. | eſquire, and Thomas Dodſon, eſquire, are returned 
Manley and Mr. Vincent, reo members, to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, are 
1 | A webs Tir he ch Gran, 
counſel being called in, ir was infiſted ſerve in parliament for the county of Cornwall. 


precept: and called Mr. Ordered, that the clerk of the crown do attend. 
proved the counterparts of the in- upon Monday morning next, to take off the ſaid 
| by which Mr. Courtney and Mr. Vivian return, ſo unduly affixed. 

were returned, to be executed by the ſheriff: and A motion was made, and the queſtion put, that 
faid, that Tobias Scollard, being ſent wich the re- it be an inſtruction to the committee of privileges, 
turns for Cornwall by expreſs, came to London on that they do appoint a ſhort day to hear the merits 


Wedneſday night: that he looked upon them; and of the return and election for this borough, but it 


e Mr. Row and dr. * 


Par II. 16th 


' The. Borouph* of Sr. MichzLX. 
: abth... Qrdertd, deep be made on N 


: day next. = + neva. ann ©: 
5 e 
| aa. Goleped Bdettmceperndihy cham 
upon the recommitment.-——- That the coundel for 
Mr. Row inſiſted, that Humphrey Courtney, eſ- 
quire, deceaſed, was not duly elected: and, to 
prove the right of election, 'pead the reſolution De- 
cember za, 1669 (ſee before) and called, Mr. 
Ruſſel ; who ſaid, he teak à poll for Mr. Row, 
bps gonna — and 


2 
adjournment ; but could not: be poſitive, -whether 
he came into the ſtreet to be polled-woDThe numbers 
were for. Mr, Row 25, for Mr. Courtney 14. 
 Rickards ſaid, that Helens who voted for Mr. 
to Courtney, was no houſhalder;'- nor (did. pay to 

| church and poor; that Covert was an-apprentice ; 


who faid, he had been Callofgp; and that thers were 
not above'three or four voters for Mr. Row, who 
paid to church and poor : that ſeveral bullocks had 
deen grven by Mr. Row about Chriftmas in feveral 
Mr. years; and, a little before thiv electian, Mr. Atwood 
| diſtributed beef on, Mir.-Row's account: 'that the 


„chat Mr. Fry, 


"7 * 


n 


as well as thoſe who voted for him, had beef; rior 


8 the. 
houtholders, not, receiving alms. 
Mr. Gully faid, there was not one vom for Mr. 
Row, who. received alms 3 and but conc, who was 
o houſekeeper. 


Mr. Edward Hoblin aid; "he had exainined th 
wine-licence-office for four years; and ing that 
time, the licences for- ſelling wine for this whole 

town was in Mr. Row's name: and that Mr. Row 


Lily and- Wills. fad, that Lilly: was/Gulty's 
keeper at. the clevition; . 


ert ar the ume of the pal. 
© x6th. — * the, e be made. on 


the Flee, ax 95 Gull, by Robert Rhodes. 9 5 
© I9th. Ordered, that, the repent be made on thi 
y ven- night. | ir | Wills 


ENT 


Lace wean Aren wv pi. M2» 


— — — aint Row, 


-- That. thay praduced:s — the wude ef 


* 
, a r e az 
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the committee do the Tame, before they proceed 
upon the merdtes of the election. 1 

D . Ordered to be reported on che morrow 
church rr 


6th. Sir Rowland Gwyn reported the matter, 
- with the refolation of the committee; viz. 

That the petition of Anthony Row, eſqui 
preſented to the Houſe of Commons this ſeſſion . 


paritzment, touching the election for this borough, 
> tated nd the petition from 


Commons the fat © „ pteſented to the Houſe of 

ſffion of parliainent whereto 
the houſe agreed. 
mart woe chat the committee of privileges 
cletions be diſcharged from procteding on the 4 
petition. 


Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Sir Richard Vi- 
vun, baronet, was read; ſhtwing, that at the elec- 
— 6 frve m this parliarhent for 
this borough, the petitioner, With others, was a 
candidate ; and ought to have been returned one of 
the burgeſſes, having a majority of legal voters for 
him : bur by bribery, arid ſeveral other ill practices, 
ofed by John Greeby, portreve, and others, for 
and on the behalf of Anthony Row, eſquire, the 
faid John Greeby hatk returned tlie faid Mr. Row 
unduly, in prejudice to the petitibner: and the ſaid 
Mr. Row having formerly been diſmifſed the houſe, 
fot bribery in rhe faid borough, the ſail ill practice 
has ever fince been contina=d there on his behalf: 
and praying &. 
Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid ele ion be 
bead 2 the bar on this day five weeks. 
15th. A petition of the inhabitants of this bo- 
> cu; was read ; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes, to Sr5e in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, Sir Richard Vivian, ithony Row, eſ- 
guire, and others, were candidates: that the right 
of election is in the lords of the ſaid borough, and 
che inhabitants paying frot and lot, hot above 14 in 
number, 12 whereof voted for Sir Richard; yet 
John Greeby, who afted as portreve, and who, 
for ſeveral years paſt, hath made intereſt for Mr. 
Row, by bribery, and other undue praftices, pro- 
cured and took the votes of ſeveral of the inhabitants, 
who did not pay ſcot and lot, and lately received 
ams; and, by the majotity of fuch, hath returned 
> I Row, as duly ke ne contrary to the rights 
of the petitioners : _ 7s &c. 
Ordered to be | at the bar on the 2oth of 
Mzrch. 
March 20. The houſe proceeded in hearing the 
for this borough: bur by reafon of divers illegal matter of the ſaid petitions : and the counſel were 
practices, Frederic Vmcenc. the pertieve, con called in and heard; and ſeveral witneſſes were ex- 
borough, hath re- amined on both ſides; and then the counſel with- 
rarncd Sir John Hawles and John Povey, as choſeh drew: and Mr. Row was heard in his place, and 
ne in. a. u ammo and praying withdrew. ST 
Reſolved, that the right of election of members, 
ended, char the: fax petitions bo referred wo the to ſerve in parſiament for this borough, is in the 
Iv 1 portreve, and lords of the manor, who are capable 
of being portreves, and the inhabitants of the ſaid 
borough, paying ſcot and lot. 
Neſulved, that Anthony Row, eſquire, is not 
2 — ned dir ſefion; is dif- duly elected a burgefs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
ferent from the petition prefenced: by kins the laſt Hamenr, for this borough. 
ſchon ; Reſolved, that Sir Richard Vivian, baronet, is 
Ordered, that it be neren of duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent * 
and elections, to examine, whether the liament, for this 
petition of the ſaid Mr. Row this feflion, be the Ordered the return to be amended. 
ſame-in ſubſtance, with his petition preſenred the Iaft Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of the honourable Phi- 
{cffion; and report the ſame to the houſe: and that lip Bertie, and Francis Painter, eſquires, was read ; 


ſhewing, ' 
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ſhewing, that at the-cleftion of burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in this parliament, for this borough, the petitioners, 
Sir Richard Vivian, and William Courtney, were 


Nan VI, and Mr. Courtney, in wrong 
to the : and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


a candidate, did, in his favour, reject ſeveral qua- 
lied voters for the petitioner, and admitted ſeveral 
unqualified votes (and ſome obtained by bribery) 
for the ſaid Mr. Bellott, whom he hath returned 
with Francis Baſſet, eſquire, in wrong of the peti- 
tioner : and praying Ac. 

Ordered, that it be referred. 60 the comminee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


| report the ſame, with their opinion. 


Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of Cheſter Nance, eſ- 
quire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this parliament, for this 


: praying 
N. bath that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 
igch. The bouſe being informed. chat there be- 
ing a doubt, whether the petition of Cheſter Nance, 


be heard on the 1 1th of January next, was regular- 
ly ſigned ; and to prevent any objection touching it, 
another petition was written by the ſaid Mr. Nance, 
with his own hand, and ſigned by him; and the 
ſame was preſented to the houſe, and read, to the 
ſame purpoſe. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to. the ſaid 
committee, that they do hear the matter of the 
laid petition, as the ſame tune the m is appaipe- 
ed by them. 

Jan. 12. Ordered, that Mr. Nance have leave to 
vithdraw the faid petition. ; 


SALISBURY. 


His. .city, ſituate add jthe county of Wike, 
was made fo by letters- tent, dated 11 Hen. 
III. and given to the then bi and his canons 


2d years of the reign 


and to his, and their ſucceſſors, pee Neg. 
which were afterwards confirmed by charter 


minicum, 
34. Ed. I. [An abſtract of which fee in Appendix. ] ( ke 
It returned citizens to parliament 26 Ed. I. who were 106. 


elected by deputies in the county-court, in the rſt and 


have been elected by the mayor and citizens, as v 
appear from the following collections. 

Jan. 13, 1640. 8 
concerning the election for this town, W 
on Monday next. But not called for. 

Feb. 10. Ordered, that, on Monday next, the 
report be made concerning the election for this city. 

15th. Ordered, that the report of the cauſe, con- 


| Oy K 


March z. Upon Mr. Maynatd's report, from the 


| committee of privileges, of the cle of te clo 


for this city 

Reſolved, pen the cueſtita; this the elefiion of 
Mr. Serjeant Hide, and Mr. Oldfworth, to ſerve 
for this city, is a good election. 

March 26, 1681. A petition of the citizens and 
inhabitants of this city, couching the cleftion for 
the ſame, was read. i 30 
Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
comminay 05 privileges. aan eatlions; 2f <uantine 
and report the matter, with their 

Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of Samuel Eyres, and 
David Thomas, doctor in phyſick, complaining of 
an undue election and return of citizens, to ſerve in 
this convention for this city, was rede. 

Ordered, that it be referred w Me Obama of 
Rr 

April 1, 1689. Colonel Rirchi reported, foam the 
ſaid committee, the matter upon the ſaid petition. — 
That the petitioners did not appear: but the peti- 


| tioners ſetting forth in their petition, that they were 


choſen by the majority of the citizens, the commit- 
tee proceeded ex parte: and the queſtion appeared 
to. be, whether the right of election of citizens, to 
ſerve in parliament, A — or in 
the citizens in 


rr 


ſiſted, that this city was a corporation of time im- 


memorial; conſiſting of a mayor, 24 aldermen, and 
48 common council- men; 8 
of election of citizens, tuo ſerve in 
Io this purpoſe they read a charter of the 6th of 
King Charles the firſt ; reciting, that they had divers 


ancient preſcriptions, time out of memory——a charter 


9 Fac. L reciting them to be an ancient corporation, 
— aldermen, and 48 aſſiſtants . alſo ſe- 
veral indentures of return of citizens to parliament, 
1 Marie, 14 Eliz. 1 Jac. I. 16 Car. I. 13 Car. II: 
all under the common ſeal. — Alſo an ancient book, 
marked (B); ; by which it appeared, that an election 
had been 31 Hen. VI. of two citizens, by the 
mayor, 24 and 48.— That 33 and 39 Hen. VI. the 
rr 
and go Hen. VIII. ip! 

They chew. read the reſolution af the bout That 
Serjeant Hide, and Mr. Oldfworth, were duly elected: 
and by = boot, marked (C); it appeared, they were 
elected by the corporation. $ 

Cock, a witneſs, ſaid, he was 64 years of age; and 
that he never knew any Citizens ſent to parliament, 
hut they were elected by the mayor, 24 aldermen, and 
the common · council men: he remembered the elec- 
W 96 

Oldfworth, 


of King Henry the Vth: [See See wi. 
. Since which time, Nan 


Te City of bs. 


Oldfworth, were fo elected, and the inhabitants 
choſe two others; but thoſe of the corporation ſar. 
He ſaid, he was acquainted with the election in 


King Charles the firſts time ; and with all the elec- 
ons i King Charles the Scond's, and King James 
the ſecond's time. 

Mr. Strong, the town-clerk, faid, he had known 
this city near 30 years: and the elections of citizens 
for parliament have been always by the mayor and 
| ion; and the inhabitants never pretended a 

Thereupon the committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of citizens, to ſerve 
in parliament for this city, is in the ſelect number. 

That Thomas Hobby, and Giles Eyre, eſquires, 
being choſen by the ſelect number, are duly elected 
citizens to ſerve in this parliament for this city : 
Whereto the houſe agreed. 

March 24th. A petition of William Wynd- 
ham, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
tion of citizens for this city, on the 27th of Feb. 
laſt, the petitioner, Thomas Hobby, eſquire, and 
Thomas Pitt, eſquire, were candidates; and the 
petitioner had the majority of thoſe perſons, who 


had a right to vote at the ſaid election; and the 


petitioner ought to have been returned a citizen for 
the ſaid city accordingly, together with the ſaid 
Thomas Hobby, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for the ſaid city: but the mayor, in wrong to the 
petitioner, and contrary to juſtice and right, return- 
ed the ſaid Thomas Pitt, eſquire, with the ſaid 
Thomas Hobby ; whereas the petitioner had a 
W and praying 


W eee 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 6, 1690. A petition of William Wyndham, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, on 
the 27th of February laſt, was duly elected one of 
the citizens for this city, by the majority of legal 
votes; and ought to have been returned; but the 
mayor, in wrong to the petitioner, hath returned 
Thomas Pitt, eſquire : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of Charles Fox, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
citizens, to ſerve in parliament for this city, the 
petitioner, Robert Eyre, and Sir Thomas Mom- 
peſſon, were candidates; and the petitioner had a 
majority of Sir Thomas Mompeſſon, by one; but 
George Flower, mayor of the ſaid city, contrary 
to juſtice, did firſt vote for the ſaid Sir Thomas 
Mompeſſon, which made the numbers even between 
him and the petitioner; and afterwards i 
another vote, declared Sir Thomas duly elected, in 
prejudice to the petitioner : and praying &c. 

. Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with cheir opinion. 
Nov. 23, 1708. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a citizen for this. city, in the room 
of Robert Eyre, eſquire, made Sollicitor-general. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of Robert Pitt, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election for this city, 
Charles Fox, eſquire, the petitioner, and Richard 


who were not qualified to vote ; and denied a ſcru- 
tiny to the petitioner, | although demanded ; by 
which illegal practices, a falſe return was procured : 
that the Duke of Beaufort, not only applied him- 
ſelf to the corporation in the Council- houſe, but in 
perſon, from houſe to houſe, in favour of the ſaid 
Mr. Jones; by which, the privileges of the Com · 
mons are invaded, and the petitioner greatly injured: 
and praying &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the bar of the houſe on 
Monday fortnight. 

13th. Mr. Speaker acquaints the houſe, that he 
had received a letter, ſigned by Mr. Robert Pitt, the 
petitioner, and Mr. Richard Jones, the ſitting-mem- 
ber for this city; ſignifying, that the day appointed 
for the hearing of the matter, touching the elec- 
tion for this city, is inconvenient for the ſeveral 
perſons, who are witneſſes both for the petitioner 
and ſitting- member, to attend; and deſiring that 
another day might be appointed. 

Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid election be 
heard at the bar, the 3d day of April next. 

April 3, 1714. The houſe proceeded in the hear- 
ing, and the counſel called in, and the petition was 
read ; and ſeveral witneſſes were examined on both 
ſides; and the counſel were heard, and they withdrew. 

Reſolved, that Richard Jones, eſquire, is duly 
elected a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent —— 
for this city. 

March 30, 1915. A petition of Robert Pitt, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this city, the petitioner was a candidate; but through 
the arbitrary proceedings of Walter Barry, mayor, 
in admitting perſons to vote, and by the corrupt prac- 
tices of their own and agents, Francis Swanton, 
and Edmund Lambert, eſquires, procured them- 
ſelves to be rerurned, although one of them not 
qualified to ſit; in prejudice of the petitioner : and 
praying &c. As alſo 

A petition of ſeveral juſtices of the peace, alder- 
men, and aſſiſtants of this city, was read ; ſhewing, 
that the petitioners are grieved and oppreſſed, by 
the illegal and arbitrary proceedings of the faid 
combination; as their anticipating and determining 
at their previous meetings, all acts, and things de- 
terminable by the whole corporation in the Council- 
houſe ; their agreeing by vote, or ballot, on the 
choice of members for the ſaid city ; and their ad- 
mitting ſuch perſons only upon vacancies into the 
corporation, as will engage themſelves to act in the 
meaſures of their combination; whereby they are 
diveſted of the benefit and privileges of their 
charter, the government and quiet of the town 
interrupted, and the freedom of elections notori- 
ouſly invaded : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be heard at the 
bar of the houſe, on the 15th day of May next, 

May 5. Ordered, that they be heard on this 
day fortnight. 

19th. Ordered, that they be heard on Tueſday 
next. 

- 24th. Ordered, that they be heard « on Thurſday 
NEXT. * 

© 26th. The houſe proceeded to the hearing the 


matter of the ſaid election; and the counſel were 


called in, and the ſeveral petitions read : and a 
witneſs being produced, to prove a copy of a deed, 


Jones, eſquire, were candidates; the former of by which the ſitting - member, Mr. Swanton, convey- 


whom was unanimouſly elected: that John King, 
mayor, deferred the election till the ninth day after 


the receipt of the precept ; and admitted ſeveral, 
Pax II. 


ed the inheritance of a meadow to the corporation ; 
The counſel for the ſitting- members objected 


e copy, as evidence: and the 
counſel 
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counſel were heard thereupon, and after being 
withdrawn, and called in; 


Mr. Speaker, —— them, the houle expet- 
ed they ſhould give ſome evidence of the execution 


of the ſaid deed: and they examined witneſſes touch- 
ing the ſame; and alſo to prove the copy of the 
faid deed: and then the ſaid copy was read. After 
which the petitioners counſel inſiſted, that Mr. 
Swanton was not qualified according to the act of 
the gth year of her late Majeſty, entitled, An act for 
the ſecuring the freedom of parliaments by the far- 
ther qualifying the members to fit in the Houſe of 
Commons. 

And the particular of the ſaid Mr. Swanton's 
qualification delivered to the clerk of the houſe, 
purſuant to the order of the 23d of March laſt, was 
read. 

And the petitioners counſel produced the will of 
Edward Pyle, eſquire; and called a witneſs to the 
value of one of the farms mentioned in the ſaid 
particular, in relation to the taxes payable for the 
ſaid farm. 

And an obje8tion being made to this for of evi 
dence; 

Reſolved, that the counſel for the petitioners be 
admitted to give in evidence in relation to the va- 
hue of the farm of Grately, in the county of South- 


ampton, what the ſaid farm pays to the public 
taxes, in proportion with other farms in the fad 


| And the petitioners examined witneſſes according- 
ly, and ſummed up their evidence. 

Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid petition be 
heard on Tueſday next. 

27th. The houſe being informed, that both the 
petitioners and ſitting-members for this city are 
willing, that the farther of - the. merits of 
the election, of the ſaid city, at the bar of this 
houſe, be diſcharged. 

Ordered, that the farther hearing of the merits 
of the ſaid election be diſcharged. 


SALOP or SHROPSHIRE. 


and none have ever been heard. The memoirs of 
them in the journals are theſe. | 

March 19, 1678. A-petition of Richard Carew, 
and William Jennens, eſquires, complaining of the 
undue return of Bernard Greenville, and Nicholas 
Courtney, eſquires, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, as burgeſſes for this borough, in injury of 
the petitioners, A 
to have been returned, was read. 

ene bene 
. 2 OT 
matter, with their opinion. 

Nov. 3, 1680. A petition of Bernard Greeavitle 
and Nicholas Courtney, eſquires, touching the 
election for this borough, was read. 

Ordered,” that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and eleftions, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 26, 1715. A petition of Trevor Hill and 
Martin Bladen, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 
the petitioners, William Shippen and Shilſton Cal- 
mady, eſquires, were candidates for this borough : 
that the petitioners were duly elected by a majority 
of legal votes, and ought to have been returned 
for the ſaid borough ; but, by the irregularities and 
partialities of the mayor and recorder of the ſaid 
borough, in ſolliciting votes for Mr. Shippen and 
Mr. Calmady, procured them to be recurned for 
the ſaid borough ; in wrong to the petitioners, and 
in prejudice to the ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 7, 1716. A, petition of Trevor Hill and 
Martin Bladen, eſquires, in ſubſtance the ſame with 
the former, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. | | 


SANDWICH, 
HIS town is ſituate within the county of 
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Kent, and is one of the original cinque - ports. 4 Iaſ. 

Tus county is fituate on the borders of Eng · end Mr. Jeake apprehends) priviledged |... 

land, towards North-Wales. I apprehend, by the name of the barons of the town and port Char. 

it has been ſummoned to ſend knights to the parlia - of Sandwich; and afterwards incorporated by the 
| ment. ever ſince the 23d of Edw. I; but Mr. Prynne's name of the mayor, jurats, and commonalty of the 
B.P-R. liſt begins in the 26th year of that reign. It town and port of Sandwich. By its preſent char- 

Fe joined with Staffordſhire, under one ſheriff. ter granted in 1685 (which ſee in Appendix) it has a Wills, 

[See the return made 8 Ed. II. in the Appendix.} I mayor, recorder, 12 jurats, and 24 common- coun- * 


find no memoirs relating to its elections, until very 
lately. What I have met with, here follows. 

Feb. 20, 1719. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a knight of the ſhire for this coun- 
ty, in the room of Sir Robert Corbet, baronet, 
made one of the clerks b e the 
houſhold. 


SALTASH. 


7-0 II borough, fituate in the county of Corn- 


thereof ; the petitions 


wall, was made fo by one of its ancient lords, 
Reginald de Valle Torta, in the time of King 
John. It was confirmed in its privileges by King 
Richard II; but did not fend burgeſſes to parlia- 


ment, until Edward VI's time; from which time, 


till rhe preſent, it hath continued fo to do. As to 
its election, I find no parliamentary determination 
ing its elections not 
. e Sao oia de K dom e 


cil-men. As to its firſt returns of barons to parli- 
ament, ſee Dover, 

March 22, 1620. Sir George Moor reported, 
for this borough: The borough ſtandeth of a 
mayor, jurats, and commons. By an order by 
Lord Cobham, Warden, confirmed after by the 
lords of the council, the mayor and jurats only 
to make the elections. Now the commons 
on debarred from giving their voices in the elec- 
tion, with threatening of impriſonment. That 
the committee of opinion, that the choice of Sir 
Edward Sands full by all; Sir Robert Hatton 
choſe by the mayor and jurats, not by the com- 
mons. He never knew it till he received the town 
ſeal, and was required to come and take his oath. 
— That the commons intended to chuſe Mr. Bor- 
rowes, but did it not. That the committee held 
the election of Sir Robert Hatton void, and no 
choice of Boroughes.——A new writ, by their opi- 
nom. 8 2: 288 n 


Upon 
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or received a charitable donation. 


Te Town of SANDWICH. + 


Upon- queſtion, reſolved, the election of Sir Ro- 
bert Hatton for this borough, not due. | 

Sir D. Diggs :— That Mr. Boroughes the proſecutor 
of this againſt Sir Robert Hatton now queſtioned; 
therefore to have the writ forborn, till he cleared. 

Sir William Heale, and Mr. Brook, contra. To 
give them free choice, without taking notice of Mr. 
March 24, 1689, A petition of John Mitchell, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that on the 28th of Feb. 
duly elected barons for this town and port, by the 
majority of duly qualified voters; yet, that Mr. 
Brent (who procured many of his votes by bribery, 
threats, and other undue practices) hath procured 
himſelf to be returned, to the injury of the petition- 
er: and praying &c. | 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. | 

OR. 6, 1690. A petition of John Mitchell, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner and 
Mr. Thurbarn were, on the 28th of Frebruary laſt, 
choſen for this port, by the majority of legal voices: 
yet the officer hath returned Mr. Brent, in prejudice 
of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

25th. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday next. 

29th, Ordered to be reported on Friday next. 

3iſt. Mr. Grey reported the matter, from the 
committee, as it appeared to them.——The right of 
cletion was agreed to be in the freemen, inhabit- 
ing within the ſaid port: and the numbers on the 
poll were, for Serjeant Thurbarne 225, for Mr. 
Brent 124, for the petitioner 114, Mr. Serjeant 
Thurbarn's election was not queſtioned ; but, the 
petitioner inſiſted, that, of thoſe who were for 
Mr. Brent, four were made free after the teſte of the 
writ; tho' 3 of them were entitled by birth: that Pris. 
by was no inhabitant within the port: that five o- 
thers were ſervants: that 30 and odd, were almſmen, 


It appearing to the committee, that freemen in 
general had always voted at elections of parliament- 
men for this port, the committee reſolved, 

1. That the freemen of this port, inhabiting 
within the ſaid port, although they receive alms, 
have a right to vote in electing barons to ſerve in 
parliament. | | 
That Edward Brent, eſquire, is duly elected a 
baron, to ſerve in this parliament for this port. 

The firſt reſolution, being twice read, was diſ- 
agreed to; and the ſecond agreed unto, by the houſe. 
Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of John Thurbarn, 
ſerjeant at law, was read ; ſhewing, that the peti- 
tioner was duly elected one of the barons of the 
cinque-ports, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for this port; and, as ſuch, ought to have been re- 
turned ; but Edward Brent and John Taylor, eſ- 
quires, have prevailed with the mayor of the ſaid 
port, to return them as members for the ſaid port; 
though they, or either of them, were not duly choſen: 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, 

Jan. 31ſt. Mr. Granville reported, from the ſaid 
committee, the matter upon the ſaid petition. —— 
The committee had examined the merits of the 
election; and that the poll was, for Mr, Taylor 219, 
for Mr, Brent 169, for the petitioner 147. 


For the petitioner it was inſiſted on, that many 


113 


of Mr. Brent 's votes had been gained by ill prac- 


tices z which not being allowed, would give the peti- 
tioner a majority. | 
Ralph Goodchild ſaid, a great while before the 


writ. came down, and he believes a month before 


the election, at the deſire of ſome of Mr. Taylor's 
friends, * Mr. Taylor's houſe, with an 
account of what men they thought would engage 
for him: and that Mr. Taylor ſaid to him, and, as 
he believes, Mr. Paramour, Mr. Mandy, and 
Mr. Gregg, were by, that he heard ſome got places of 
profit by being parliament-men ; and that, if the 
town choſe him, and he got any, he would give 
the half to the corporation, and 201. 2 year to 
the poor ; and give the corporation a treat on the 
day he was choſen yearly: that Mr. Taylor bid 
him Tpeak of it; and he did accordingly make uſe 
of it to perſuade ſeveral to vote for Mr. Taylor : 
that he voted ſo; and to do fo, before the 
ſaid promiſe: and ſaid, he believes, he ſaw bills of 
charges of 300 l. on Mr. Taylor's account; and that 
Mr. Cricket was Mr. Taylor's 

Twiſden ſaid, that Mr. Taylor, the day before 
the election, declared, Mandy being preſent, if 
he got a place of 1,0001. or 5001. a year, as he 
hoped he ſhould, or whatever it was, he would give 
one half to the town: and Mr. Cricket ſaid, he 
would give his bond, that Mr. Taylor ſhould ex- 
pend 40 l. or 501. yearly upon the town, and give 
201. yearly to the poor: and Turner, ſitting by, 
ſaid, he would drink the petitioner's health, but 
durſt not vote for him; for, if he did, they would 
never employ him again. | 

John Chapman ſaid, Cricket declared, that Mr. 
Taylor had promiſed, and he (Cricket) would give his 
bond, as before teſtified: and that, on account of his 
voting for Mr. Brent, Cricket had received forty ſhil- 
lings of Rickſey, and paid it in part of 71. owing 
from him to the ſerjeant ; but owned, Cricket was 
bound with him for it: But it did not appear, Mr. 
Brent had employed Cricket. 

Cricket and Moor, ſaid, the mayor went to ſe- 


veral to vote for Mr. Brent: and Moor owned, that 


he himſelf had ſpoketo ſeveral to vote for the ſerjeant. 

Clarke, Jenkinſon, and Stone, ſaid, that a letter 
was read as from Sir Cloudeſly Shovell; by which 
they pretended, that all the ſeamen, who would not 
vote for Mr. Brent, ſhould be preſſed : Rickſey and 
others were preſent ; and ſome ſeamen were ſcared 
out of town by it. | 

Rickſey produced a letter, which, he ſaid, he read, 
and was the ſame mentioned before ; and, it being read, 
was only a recommendation of Mr. Brent, without 
any threatning or promiſes. 

John Vatchelor ſaid, Broderly, who voted, and 
made intereſt, for Mr. Brent, offered him two half 
crowns to vote for Mr. Brent; and Rickſey and 
Fiſher were by; and was threatned to be ruined, 
becauſe he would not vote againſt the ſerjeant. 

N. Vatchelor, his brother, ſaid, he had heard 
his brother John declare, that Broderly had offered 
him no money. | 

Hutton ſaid, he had a debt of 3 l. odd money 
owing to him from Curſer; and, he dying, it be- 
came dubious: and that he was offered to have it 
paid, if he would vote for Mr. Taylor. 

For the ſitting-members was called John Cricket; 
who ſaid, he was at Mr. Taylor's, when the free- 
men deſired him to be a candidate, and brought him 
a liſt of 180 who would vote for him: that they 


told him they thought it would be a great _ 


ee besg uſed to drink; and Mr. Taylor faid, 
| The thought it would coſt him 1501. he would 
-hoti:be a candidate: that Mr. Taylor wrote him, 
not to treat any; but no letter, to treat: that he was 
Chap man's godfather, and was bound with him to 


the ſerjcant for the 71; and borrowed 40 5. f 


Rickſey to pay the ſerjeant; and gave Rickſey a 
note for it, and had Chapman's counterbond as to 
the 71. that he might ſay Mr. Taylor had made 
ſuch a promiſe, and that he would be as good as 
— — * 1 

Mandy denied, that he was at Mr. Taylor's 
with Goodchild; but ſaid, ſome perſons gave out, 
Mr. Taylor was for a general exciſe; and others, 
that he was a courtier : that he declared himfelf of 
the exciſe : and as to the other, ſays Mr. Taylor, 
do you think, I would leave an employment I was 
in, for an office at court? to which one, whoſe 
name was Wright, replied, © But what is that to 
« us?” 4 Yes, ſays Mr. Taylor, it ſhall be to you, 
„for I will give all to you:“ that Ramſgate, a 
member of this port, had been made a flouriſhing 
town by Mr. Taylor's means; and they were in 
hopes, if this borough choſe him a member of par- 
liament, he would transfer his kindneſs to them, 


wanting inhabitants. 

Mr. Paramour ſaid, he ated for Mr. Taylor: 
that colonel Pargrave and he went to wait upon 
Mr. Taylor, being come to live near: and Mr. 
Taylor ſaid, he would willingly be acquainted with 
the mayor and jurats'of this town; and would ex- 
pend five or ten pounds upon the freemen : that it 
was anſwered, it would coſt him more; it being 
faid, he would be invited by the freemen to be a 
candidate: that, after Mr. Taylor had paid ſome 
bills, he ſaid, he did not think it would be ſuita- 
ble with his character to expend money to be a par- 
liament-man , and that as to 2001. or 300l. expected 
by gran > 1 — — 
he gave no orders for it. 

Mr. Barber, the younger, ſaid, Sir- Cloudeſly 
Shovell's letter was read to Clerk and others, to 
undeceive them it being reported, that it contained 
other matters than it did: and knew none preſſed. — 
That the mayor ſaid, after the precept came, he 


acquainted. his brethren; and ſent a-crier to ſum- 


mon the freemen; and a little before the poll 
cloſed, the ſerjeant declared he had loſt it irrecover- 
ably : that he voted for the ſerjeant and Mr: Brent: 
and that eee m in 
fellow. 

The wen · Merk ſaid, the ſrjcant el to 
de Ge laſt votes; and ſaid, EO ee 
might be polled as well as theſe. 5 

The committee then reſolved, 

1. That Edward Brent, — is duly dee 
a baron to ſerve in this parliament, for this port. 
2. That John Taylor, eſquire, is duly elected a 
ere e e 

Wherew dr, che ſecond rl the houſe 
l . 

February 14, 1700. A petition of John Mitchell, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that Sir Henry Fur- 
neſe, John Taylor, eſquire, and the petitioner, 
were (at the laſt election of members to ſerve in 
parliament for- this port) candidates: that Sir 
Henry Furneſe, being one of the preſent ſheriffs 
of London and Middleſex, and concerned in ma- 
naging ſeveral aids granted to his Majeſty by par- 
liament, is uncapable of ſerving in parliament : 
Gy ſeveral — perſons were admitted to 
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tices; by means whereof they are returned as duly 
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vote for Sir Henry and Mr. Taylor; and others 
were gained by bribery and many other undue prac. 


Pn od. e e er and pray- 
ing &c. © 

— berihand ts the -eitliibibais or 
r elections, to examine the matter, 

and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

And the houſe taking notice, upon the ſaid peti- 
tion relating to the election for this port, that Sir 
'Henry Furneſe, a member of this houſe,” is con- 
cerned in managing ſeveral aids and duties granted 
to his Majeſty; thereupon-a clauſe in the act, made 
in the gth and 6th years of King William and 
Queen Mary, for granting their Majeſties certain 
Guries pon tale, 460 upon deen, ale, and other li- 
quors, &c. \ 

Reſolved, that the houſe will on Monday morn- 
V 
the ſaid clauſe. 

5th. Ordered to be conſidered on Wedneſday. 

19th. The houſe proceeded (according to order) 
to conſider, what members are concerned in the 
clauſe of the act, made in the gth and 6th years of 
the reign of his Majeſty and the late Queen, diſ- 
abling perſons to be members.of parliament : and 
the clauſe was read. 

And fie Henry Parc, wweniber of this hove: 
being charged to be one of the truſtees for circu- 
lating Exchequer-bills, and that he acted under 
that truſt,” fince he was a member; to which the 
ſaid Sir Henry Furneſe being heard in his place, 
acknowledged that he was one of the ſaid truſtees; and 
that he acted under that truſt,” ſince he was a mem- 
ber; but conceived himſelf not to be within the ſaid 
clauſe, as being concerned only for the ſubſcription 
money: and then he withdrew. 

Reſolved, that Sir Henry Furneſe, knight, a 
member of the Houſe of Commons, having, ſince 
his being elected a member of this preſent parlia- 
ment, been concerned, and acted, as a truſtee for the 
circulating Exchequer-bills, is guilty of a breach of 
the act, made in the 5th and 6th years of his Ma- 
jeſty and the late Queen; entitled, An act for grant- 
ing to their Majeſties certain duties upon ſalt, and 
upon beer, ale, and other liquors, &c. | 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Sir Henry Furneſe be, 
for the breach of the ſaid act, expelled this houſe. 

Feb. 18, 1707. Ordered, a warrant for a new 

writ for electing a baron for this port, in the room 
of Joſias Burchet, eſquire, made ſecretary to the 
marines, and ſecretary to the Prince of Denmark, 
lord warden of the Cinque-ports. 
May 31, 1725. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for the electing a baron for this port, in the 
room of Sir George Oxenden, baronet, mats 2 
Wee es ur ARE 


"OLD SARUM. 


THIS borough i ſituate in the county of 
Wilts. Doctor Willis writes it is reduced to , wil 


one houſe : and that it was formerly a city, which is 1749. © 
now tranſlated to New Sarum or Salisbury, about a 
mile diſtant. It returned members to parliament in the 
23d of Edw. I. and then intermitted until the 34th of 
Edward III. but ſince when it has conſtantly returned. 
But Mr. Prynne writes in the revia Parliamentaria Re- 
diviva that it returned the 5 Edw. II. By the return 
for the county of Wilts, 1 Hen. V. it appears, that 
its repreſentatives were, with thoſe of other be. g 
rougha, — at the county-court. The more 
modern 
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modern memoirs do not appear, till King Charles 
T's time; of which, and thoſe ſubſequenr, I have 
met with theſe. 9 25 

Jan. 29, 1640. Ordered, that a warrant iſſue under 
Mr. Speaker's hand, direfted to the clerk of the 
crown, for a new writ for electing another burgeſs 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough, in the room 
of Mr. Herbert, who was ſolicitor when he was 
returned a burgeſs for this-place, and is now made 
attorney-general to his Majeſty ; and, in that reſpect, 
is to fit as an aſſiſtant in the Lord's houſe. 

April 27th, '1660, Mr. Turner reported from 
the committee of privileges and elections, touching 
the double return for this borough, that Seymour 
Bowman and John Norden, eſquires, are returned 
by the bailiffs and burgeſſes; and Algernon Ce- 
cil, eſquire, ſingly by the burgeſſes, without the 
bailiffs : and the opinion of the committee, that 
Seymour Bowman and John Norden ought to fit 
in the houſe, until the merits of the cauſe touching 
the ſaid double return be determined : whereto the 
houſe agreed. (Never determined. ) 

Nov. 3, 1669. A petition of Sir William Sal- 
kield was read; complaining of an undue return for 
this borough. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections, to examine and report 
the matter, with their opinion. 

19th. Sir Job Charleton reported from the ſaid 
committee the ſtate of the caſe in the election for 
this borough, between Sir Eliab Harvey and Sir 
William Salkield ; that 
| Reſolved, &c. That the houſe doth agree with 
the committee, that Sir Eliab Harvey was duly 
elected for this borough, and ought to fit. 

Jan. 22d, 1688. A petition of Sir Thomas 
Mompeſſon and Sir Eliab Harvey, knights, com- 
plaining of illegal practices committed in the elec- 
tion of members to ſerve in this preſent convention 
for this borough, and of an undue return made 
thereupon, in injury of the petitioners ; was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 25. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do grant his 
warrant for ſummoning ſuch witneſſes, as there 
ſhall be occaſion for at the hearing of the cauſe, 
touching the return and election for this borough, 
at the bar of the houſe, this day fortnight. 

March gth. Ordered, that the cauſe touching the 
election and return of burgeſſes to ſerve in this par- 
liament for this borough, which was appointed to 
be heard at the bar of the houſe on Monday, be 
heard on Wedneſday next. 

i2th. Ordered to be heard at the bar on Thurſ- 
day next. 

14th. The cauſe, touching the election and re- 
turn of burgeſſes to ſerve for this borough, came on 
to be heard at the bar; and the counſel on both 
ſides were heard thereupon : and being withdrawn, 


a new writ for electing of to ſerve in this 
parliament for this borough ; the former election 
having been reſolved by this houſe not to be dul 
Nov. 2, 1705, A petition of John Lord Viſ- 
Pax Il, | 


count Grandiſon was read; ſhewing, that at the 
election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament, for this borough, the petitioner, Robert Pitt, 
and Charles Mompeſſon, eſquires, were candidates; 
and the petitioner was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned with Mr. Pitt: but Mr. Mompeſſon 
being permitted to vote for himſelf, and by other 
indirect means having procured himſelf an equal 
number of votes with the petitioner, the bailiff of 
the ſaid borough hath returned the petitioner and 
Mr. Mompeſſon with Mr. Pitt, in wrong to the pe- 


titioner: and praying &c. Alfo 


A petition of Charles Mompeſſon, eſquite, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of bur- 
geſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 
borough, the Lord Grandiſon, Robert Pitt, eſquire, 
and the petitioner, were candidates; and the peti- 
tioner and Mr. Pitt were duly elected; but Mr. 
Swanton, the pretended bailiff, by polling ſeveral 
undue voters for the Lord Grandiſon, and refuſing 
to poll many legal voters that offered to vote for the 
petitioner, and by other undue means, made the 
poll equal for the ſaid Lord Grandiſon and the pe- 
titioner; and hath made a double return of them 
with Mr. Pitt, to the prejudice of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections to examine, 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
committee, that they do hear the matter of the 
election, and return, for this borough, at the ſame 
ume. 

Dec. 7. Ordered to be reported on Tueſday next. 

11th. Mr. Compton reported the matter, as it ap- 
peared to the committee, thus; viz. that the commit- 
tee had inſpefted the record of the double return 
for this borough, and alſo the ſaid petitions of the 
Lord Grandiſon and Mr. Mompeſſon. 

That Mr. Mompeſſon's firſt counſel, excepted to 
the return, it being by the bailiff of the manor, and 
not by the burgeſſes: and the counſel for the Lord 
Grandiſon agreed, that the return muſt be by the 
burgators; but that the precept ought to be deliver- 
ed to the bailiff, who is the computer of the votes. 

That the committee found the returned to be by 
the burgators, and that all three were returned in 
one indenture; but the precept is directed, Ballivo 
burgi Veteris Sarum, in com. præd. and indorſed, Exe- 
cutio iſtius præcepti patet in quadam indentura, buic 
annex. and ſubſcribed, William Swanton, bailiff 
of Old Sarum. 

For Mr. Mompeſſon, to prove that the bailiff of 
the manor had nothing to do with the return, the 
counſel produced a reſolution of the houſe, 1 Gul. 
et Marie, viz. | 

** Reſolved, that the right of electing and return- 
ing members, to ſerve in parliament, for the bo- 
* rough of Old Sarum, in the county of Wilts, is in 
* the freeholders, being burgage-holders of the ſaid 
* borough.” 

That to prove the precept ought to be directed to 
the bailiff of the manor, the counſel for Lord Gran- 
diſon produced a return 31 Car. II. with the precept 
annexed, directed, Ballivo de Veteri Sarum in com. 
pred. and indorſed, Executio iſtius præcepti patet in 
quadam indentura, buic præcept. annex. and ſubſcrib- 
ed, John Lawrence, ball. burg. de Veter. Sarum, in 
com. Wilts. | 

That, as to the election, Mr. Pitt had an un- 
doubted majority; and his election was not drawn 
in queſtion, 
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Between Lord Grandiſon, and Mr. Mompeſſon, 
the numbers were equal, viz. five for each ; except 
that Mr. Mompeſſon voted for himſelf, to 2 
one of the five. 1 

Mr. Mompeſſon inſiſted, that two, viz. Mr. 
Elliot, and Mr. Brooks, were qualified to vote, and 
offered to vote for Mr. Mompeſſon, and were refuſ- 
ed ; and that two others, Mr. Carter, and Mr. Swan- 
ton, who voted for Lord Grandiſon, had no right. 

As to Mr. Elliot's right, John Powell was called, 
who ſaid, he had known this borough 30 years: 
Edward Elliot could alſo ſpeak to the ſame time; as 
could Robert Pain: and they ſaid, Mr. Elliot 
was always looked upon as a burgator of this bo- 
rough, and had always voted at the ſeveral elec- 
tions. They alſo produced ſeveral returns; viz. 
py Pp" "xy 1 10 Gul. & 1* Ame, all ſign- 
ed by Mr. Elliot : and N. Elliot was party to the 
indenture of 31 Car. II. 

Hill ſaid, he was a witneſs, and proved a con- 
veyance to Mr. Brook, from Sir Eliab Harvey, 
1695, of an acre of land in this borough, for his 
life, 

That, as to Mr. Carter, and Mr. Swanton,  Ed- 
ward Elliot ſaid, he aſked Mr. Carter about fix 
weeks ago, how he came to have a vote at the laſt 
election, becauſe he told the ſaid Mr. Carter, he 
heard he took poſſeſſion on the eleftion-day, and 
therefore he thought he had no right; and Mr. 
Carter ſaid, he thought ſo too. 

Mr. Carter ſaid, he was no truſtee, but had a 
leaſe from Lord Grand: ſon for three lives, made to 
him in April laſt. He owned, he had received no 
rent; but had given his note for the purchaſe- 
money, being 225 1. that the rent was 121. per ann. 


out of which, 12d. per annum is reſerved to Lord 


Grandiſon. 

Mr. Payne ſaid, that Lord Grandiſon polled at the 
county election for lands within this borough : and 
as to Mr. Swanton, it was faid, he vored for the 
Old Caſtle, and was to give 10001. for it; but Mr. 
Pitt's ſervants ploughed and ſowed it; he believed, 
he voted at three elections. 


For Lord Grandiſon:— Mr. Philips ſaid, he had 


known the borough 40 years; and knew the bounds : 
that Mr. Elliot's three acres, for which he voted, 


were not within the borough : that Mr. Furnell had 


lands nearer the borough than Mr. Elliot's: yet own- 
ed, Mr. Elliot had voted ſeveral times, though once 
or twice ſet down with a query, but after was allow- 
ed: that Mr. Furnell never offered to vote, till this 
election: that both Mr. Elliot and Mr. Brook offer- 
ed to vote for Mr- Mompeſſon ; and Mr. Furnell 
did the ſame for Lord Grandiſon. 

That, as to John Brooks, Mr. Phillips ſaid, he 
bought his eſtate of Sir Eliab Harvey ; and Sir 
Eliab, or his ſon, for that, and the land Mr. 
Harvey now nath, never had but one vote. 

That, as to Mr. Swanton, they produced a deed 


of lands in the borough : but the witneſs would not 


ſay, that he received the profits. 

The committee then reſolved, 

That Charles Mompeſſon, eſquire, isduly elected. 
and returned, a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament, for this borough : which was agreed to by 
the houſe : and the Lord Grandiſon's name ordered 
to be eraſed out of the indenture. F 

March 26, 1915. A of Richard Jones, 


and Charles Tooker, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 


that at the eleftion of this borough, the twenty- 
eighth day of January laſt, the petitioners, Thomas 
Pitt the elder, eſquire, and Robert Pitt, eſquire, 


were candidates ; and that by the illegal proiices of 
the ſaid Thomas Pitt and Robert Pitt; and Robert 
Paine, under-ſheriffof theſaid county, who took upon 
| himſelf bailiff of the ſaid borough, and admitting 
ſeveral perſons to vote for the ſaid Thomas Pitt 
and Robert Pitt, who, had no right ; and refuſing 
others, who had a right to vote for the petitioners 
the ſaid Thomas Pitt and Robert Pitt were re- 
turned, in prejudice of the petitioners: and pray- 
ing &c. 

A petition of Francis Swanton, Thomas Lam- 
bert, eſquires, and Nicholas Elliot, gentleman, was 
read ; ſhewing, that the petitioners have a right to 
vote in all elections for this borough : and, at the 
ſaid election, on the twenty-cighth of January laſt, 
Robert Paine, gentleman, -under-ſheriff of the ſaid 
county, taking upon himſelf bailiff of the ſaid bo- 
rough, in partiality' to Thomas Pitt, and Robert 
Pitt, eſquires, together with Richard Jones, and 


Charles Tooker, were candidates ; who refuſed * 


admit the votes of the petitioners for the ſaid Richard 
Jones, and Charles Tooker, in manifeſt prejudice 
of the petitioners: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, and that they 
report the matter thereof, with their opinion. 

April gth. Ordered, that leave be given to with- 
draw the ſaid petitions, 


SCARBOROUGH. 


HIS borough is Gruate within the county = 
York; and ſent burgeſſes to parliament in the . 


26th of Edward the firſt : and has ſo continued to 
do until this time. Its ancient method of election 
was by the bailiffs and commonalty : as appears by 
the indenture 7 Ric. II. — Luod nos ballivi et com- 
munitas burgenfaum ville difie Scardeburgb, aſignavi- 
mus, et loco noſtro poſutmus, dilectes nobis Jobannem de 
Stockwich, et Ricardum Cholman comburgenſes voſtros 
conjunTim et divifim, pro nobis et burgo noſtro, ad in- 
Hans pariiamentum domini regis Sc. The more mo- 
dern memoirs, relating to its elections, in the jour- 
nals, are theſe. 

June 11, 1660. The humble petition of Luke 
Robinſon, was read: and the petitioner heard in 
his place. 


Ordered, that the ſaid Luke Robinſon * be Bog 


charged from being a member of this houſe. 


21ſt. Mr. Turner reported, from the committee the firlt's 
of privileges, the caſe upon rhe return for this bo- judge 


rough. — That, upon the examination of the fact, 
it appeared, that Mr. William Thompſon had a 
greater number of votes, than Mr. Ledgard, who 
is returned, together with Mr. Luke Robinſon, by 
indenture, as members to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament : and that the committee are of opinion, 
that the ſaid Mr. Thompſon is duly elected, and 
ought to fit : whereto the houſe agreed. 

Ordered, a warrant for a new writ to elect 2 
member, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, in the 
room of Luke Robinſon, eſquire, diſcharged from 
being a member of this houſe. 
| Reſolved, that, in regard of the wiſdemeanour of 
the bailiffs of this borough, in returning of Mr. 

to ſerve as a member of the preſent par» 
lament for this borough, though he had a leſſer 
number af voters, and neglecting to return Mr. 
Thompion. though he had a greater number of 
vaices at the ſaid election, boch the faid bailiffa be 
„„ 

attending the houſe. 
May 
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May 26, 1685. A petition of ſeveral freemen 
and inhabitants of this borough, touching the elec- 
tion for the ſaid town, being tendered to the houſe: 


and the parties being called in to own the ſame ; 


and they doing it, the petition was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report 
matter, with their opinion. | 

March 26, 1695. Upon conſidering the report, 
from the committee, relating to the orphans bill, 
(See Yarmouth in Hants.) 


Reſolved, that Mr. Hungerfard, a member of 


this houſe, having received 20 guineas for his 
pains and ſervice, as chairman of the committee 
of this houſe, to whom the orphans bill was com- 
mitted, is guilty of an high crime and miſde- 
meanour. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Hungerford, a member of 
this houſe, being guilty of a high crime and miſ- 


demeanour, by receiving 20 guineas for his pains 


and ſervice, as chairman of the committee of this 
houſe, to whom the orphans bill was committed, 
be expelled this houſe. 

28th. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for 
electing a member, in the room of Mr. Hunger- 
ford, expelled this houſe. 

Nov. 9, 1705. A petition of William Malling, 
and others, on behalf of themſelves, and other 
freemen and inhabitants of this borough, was read 
ſhewing, that, at the laſt eleftion of members to 
ſerve in parliament, Robert Squire, William Thomp- 
ſon, and John Hungerford, eſquires, were candi- 
dates : that Mr. Hungerford was choſen by a ma- 
jority of qualified voters, and ought to have been 
returned; but the bailiffs of the ſaid borough re- 
turned Mr. Squire, and Mr. Thompſon, and reject- 
ed the petitioner's votes, upon pretence - that Mr. 
Thompſon had one vote more than Mr. Hunger- 


ford, by the ſelect number: and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of John Hungerford, eſquire, was 
read ; ſhewing, that on the 14th of May laſt the 
election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, came on, the candidates being Robert 
Squire, William Thompſon, and the petitioner : 
that the bailiffs of this borough returned the ſaid 

Mr. Squire, and Mr. Thompſon, as duly elected, 
although the petitioner ought to have been return- 
ed, having more qualified votes than Mr. Thomp- 
ſon : and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

June 21, 1712. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve for this bo- 
rough, in the room of John Hungerford, eſquire, 
made a Commiſſioner of Alienation. 

March 21, 1717. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve for this bo- 
rough, in the room of William Thompſon, eſquire, 
made Warden of the Mint. 

May 31, 1725. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs, for this borough, in 
the room of Sir William Strickland, baronet, made 
a Commiſſioner of the Treaſury. 


SEAFORD. 


nally a member of the port of Haſtings, in 


T THIS is an ancient borough ; and was origi- 
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the county of Suſſex, having returned members to Proone”'s 


parliament in the '26th and goth of Edward the * Reg. 


firſt ; x6ch and 19th of Edward the ſecond ; che 
18th, 20th, and 21ſt of Richard the fecond ; and 

in the firſt of Henry the fourth; and then ceaſed. 

King Henry the eighth, by his charter, in the 

goth year of his reign, added it to the Cinque - ports: 

[See Appendix :] but it was not thereby reſtored 

to the privilege of ſending repreſentatives to parlia- 

ment, until 1640: of which, and the ſubſequent 
memoirs of its elections, I have met with the fol- 
lowing. . 

Feb. 4, 1640. Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that 
Seaford, a town in the county of Suſſex, that, to 
three ſeveral parliaments, in former times, ſent bur- 
geſſes to parliament, (as appeared by the records pro- 
duced at the committee for privileges) ſhall be reſtor- 
ed to that its ancient privilege of ſending burgeſſes 
to parliament ; and that a warrant iſſue, under Mr. 
Speaker's hand, to the clerk of the crown in Chan- 
cery, for a writ, for the electing and returning of 
two burgeſſes, to ſerve in this parliament, for the 
town of Seaford aforeſaid. 

March 26, 1670, A petition of Robert Morley, 
eſquire, touching the election for this borough, was 
read 


Reſolved, &c. that it be committed to the commit- 
tee of elections: and they are to take it into conſide- 
ration the ſecond Tueſday after their receſs. 

Nov. 3. Another petition of the ſaid Mr. Mor- 
ley, to the ſame effect, was tendered and opened to 
the houſe. 

. Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the whole mat- 
ter in difference, concerning the election for this 
port; and to report it, with their opinion. 

Dec. 19. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Friday three weeks next. | | 

Jan. 13. Ordered to be made on this day ſeven- 
night. 

Feb. 3. Ordered, that the report, touching the 
election for this town, be heard on Monday next; 
and that the petition, tendered on behalf of rhe 
town, be then read. | 

6th. Ordered to be made on Friday next. 

10th. Sir Job Charleton reported, from the com- 
mittee, the ſtate of the caſe and evidence, touching 
the election for this town, and the queſtion there- 
upon ariſing ; whether the right of the election were 
in the bailiff, jurors, and freemen, only; or, in the 
populacy ? and that the committee were of opinion, 
that the bailiff, jurors, and ſreemen, had not only 
voices in election, but that the election was in the 
populacy ; and that Mr. Morley was duly elected: 
whereto the houſe agreed. 

Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for this town. 

March gth. A petition of John Amhurſt, of 
Gray's-Inn, in the county of Middleſex, eſquire, 
was read ; complaining of undue practices in one 
John Mullet, bailiff of this town, in the election 
of a member, to ſerve in parliament, for that town ; 
refuſing to certify the election of the petitioner, who 
was dyly elected by the majority; and returning a 
certificate for Sir Nicholas Pelham, who had no 
right of election. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

11th. Ordered, that the ſaid committee do hear 
the cauſe, concerning the ſaid election, on Tueſday 
next come fortnight. 


April 
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April 3, 1671. Serjeant Charleton reported from 
the faid committee, the ſtate of the caſe, and the 
evidence on both fides, in the matter touching the 
election of this town, between Sir Nicholas Pelham, 
and Mr. Amhurſt: and the only point in queſtion, 
before the committee being, which of them had the 
majority of voices, the committee, upon examina- 
tion of the matter, were of opinion, that Sir Ni- 
cholas Pelham had the majority of voices, and 
that he was duly elected: whereto the houſe 
March 19, 16 8. A petition of Edward Selwyn, 
uire, was ;z complaiging of an undue return 
of Herbert Staples, eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent 

parliament, for this port, in injury of the peti- 

tioner, who was duly elected, and ought to have been 
returned. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 21, 1716. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a com- baron, to ſerve for this port, 
in the room of Sir William Aſhburnham, baronet, 
made a Commiſſioner of Alienation. 

May 30, 1720. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a baron, to ſerve for this port, in 
the room of Henry Pelham, eſquire, made Treaſurer 
of the Chamber, 

April 3, 1721. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a baron, to ſerve for this port, in 

the room of Henry Pelham, eſquire, made a Com- 
miſſioner of the Treaſury, 

Jan. 31, 1723. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a baron, to ſerve for this port, in 
the room of- ir Philly Tock, — 


ney· general. 


SHAFTESBURY. 


HIS borough is ſituate within the county of 
4thRegiſt. Dorſet ; and has been repreſented in parlia- 
int. ment, ever ſince the 26th of Edward the firſt. Who 

were the electors, appears by a return made in the 
7th of Richard the ſecond. The return itſelf here 
follows. 
7 Ric. II. A Sire Johan Montacu, ſeneſchall de noftre treſ- 
Puſont et treſhaut et treſdout Seignr. noſtre Seignr. le 
Roi que dieux ſave et a toutz autres treſualianz 
Seignrs. que ceſte venerrount ou oirount fi pleſer a vous 
ſoit ſauer, que la majre, conſtables, ballyves et touz le 
_ burgeys oue conſent de touz les commes de le aunciens burwe 
de Shefteſby, que eſt apportenant ala anciene crowne 
d' Engliterre. Nous touz par une aſſent auoims eſſut 
oideins et confirmes deus ſuffiſant burgeys de la dit 
burwey, ceſt aſſouoir Walter Henly, et Thomas Seward, 
eftre a Sariſbury ala commune parlement de noſtre treſ- 
doute Seignr. le Roi, et illes reſpondre par la dite ville 
ceque pertient a parlement, en teſtomaunce de ceſte choſe 
nous tous auant diſtes, auoious mys noftre comme ſeal, 


eſcript -a Shafteſby le Sabbody procheine apres le feſte 
invention de ſeint Croys. 

To this is added, in another ſchedule, the following 
petition. 

A noftre treſexcellent et treſgracious Seignr. noftre 
Seignr, * en nero 


Pur . 
returned de dite ville, ceft aſſauoir o Wauter Henle, et Thomas 
dorſe of Seward, Monfiewr Fobn Stretch, Viſcount de Dors 
___ 7% off de ſon autorite demeſme et encoutre leur, retorne, 
manucap- © 4 cauſa q'il ſuppoſa J le dit Thomas Seward, et 

1 


tors. 


* 


moeneret en le dite parliament pur le profit et aul 


noſtre dit. Seignr. le Roi, retourna un Thomas Camel, 
a graumt damage naſtre Sigur. le Roi, et encontre Ia 


volunte des maire, dt comes ſinſdites, et la on lanandit 


Thomas Seward ad reſcien pur ſes ceſfages de dite ville 
come pleynment puiſſe apparer par un le teſtimonial 
enſeale de ſoutz leur come ſeale, fi pleaſe a noſtre treſex- 
cellent et treſgracious Seignr. le Roi, les nobles Sei. 
gurs. et ſages comes ſuſdites, ent ordenir remedie en 
our de charite againſt the return of one Thomas Ca- 
mel, by the ſheriff of the county. What were the 
thereon, doth not appear. 


In the 2d of Henry the fifth, I flac they were: a. 


choſen at the county-court, by a depuration of four 
of its burgeſſes, with the aſſent of the reſt, as appears 
by the indenture of return, by the ſheriff of Dorſet; 
viz. Inter Walterum Hungerford, militem, Dorcheft. et 
Robertum Fovent, Thomam Cammel, Fobannem Pyton, et 
Fobannem Whiting, burgenſes burgi Shafton, qui in forma 
prædicta elegerunt Walterum Ryerd, et Thomam Hat, 
duos burgenſes burgi predict. Sc. After this, I meet 
with no other memoirs, till ſince the reſtoration : 
and then in the journals are the 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Sir Matthew An- 
drews, knight, complaining of an undue return of 
Mr. Whitacre, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
as a burgeſs for this borough, in injury of the pe- 
titioner, who was duly elected, 36 todos 
been returned, was read. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
and report the matter, with their opinion. 

June 1, 1685. A petition of the burgeſſes and 
inhabitants of this borough, was read. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion put, to refer 
the ſaid petition to the committee of privileges and 
elections: bur it paſſed in the negative. 

2d. A petition of Sir Matthew Andrews, knight, 
touching the election for this borough, was read. 

Ordered to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 26, 1695. A petition of ſeveral inhabitants 
of this borough, was read; ſhewidf, that at the 
election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, for this borough, Sir Matthew Andrews, Sir 
John Moreton, Edward Nicholas, and Henry Cor- 
niſh,” eſquires, were candidates; and Sir Matthew 
Andrews, and Mr. Corniſh, had the majority of 
legal votes: but the mayor, ſhewing himſelf partial, 
admitted ſeveral perſons to be polled for Mr. Ni- 
cholas, who had no right to vote; and refuſed 
divers to poll for Mr. Corniſh, who had a right, ac- 
cording to the cuſtom of the ſaid borough ; bur, by 
reaſon of ſuch the majority 
upon the poll fell out to be for Mr. Nicholas, whom 
drews ; though of right, Mr. Corniſh ought to have 
been returned with Sir Matthew: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 4. A petition of Henry Corniſh, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election of burgeſſes, 
h this eee eee 
Sir Matthew Andrews, Sir John Moreton, Edward 
Nicholas, and the petitioner, were candidates; 
where Sir Matthew Andrews, and the petitioner, 
were duly elected, by the majority of thoſe that had 
a right to vote: but the mayor of the ſaid 
ſhewed himſelf partial for Mr. Nicholas, and refu- 
6 who had 
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The Borough of - SHAFTESBURY. 


a right and admitted many to poll for Mr. Ni- 


cholas, who had no right to poll 3 and hath return- 


ed the ſaid Mr. Nicholas with Sir Matthew, to the 
petitioner's wrong : and praying &c. 

RN that it be referred. 26 the eee of 
and elections, t examine the e and 
their opinion. 
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t parliament, for this 
tioner and Edward Nicholas, 


ire, were — 11 7 
rs 3, but the mayor of the ſaid borough, ſhew — 
partial at the ſaid election on behalf of 
Andrews, admitted ſeveral perſons to 
that had no right, and refuſed to poll 
N a right to poll; 
of which partial and indirect poll, the 
majority of votes fell out to be for Sir Marchew 


ng 
1 
11 


burgeſſes, to ſerve for the ſaid borough 

with the ſaid Mr. Nicholas; when he ought to have 

returned the petitioner and Mr. Nicholas : and pray- 
&c. 

iy that it be referand no the committee of 

privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

report the ſame, with their opinion. 


Feb. 27th. Ordered, to be reported to- mor- 
row 


morning. 
28th. Ordered to be reported on the next 
morning. 

29. Colonel Granville reported, from the ſaidcom- 


to be elected; and on the petition of Sir John 


Moreton ; which. all himſelf, and Edward Ni- 
cholas, eſquire, to be elected. That, the petition 


of Sir John Moreton, in a more eſpecial manner, 


controverting the right of election, the committee 
thought fit to proceed therein firſt. _ 
: Thar it was inſiſted for Sir John Moreton, that the 


right of election was in the mayor and burgeſſes, the 


burgeſſes being twelve in number; tho! if the com- 


mittee ſhould be of opinion, that the right was in the 
inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, it was further inſiſted 


on for Sir John Moreton, that he had the majority of 
them alſo,—lf in the mayor and burgeſſes, it was 
that Sir John Moreton was elected. 

o prove this, were read ſeveral returns, viz. 21 
Jac. I. 11 burgeſſes, therein named, elected; 1 Car. 
mayor, and 12 burgeſſes named, elected; 16 Car. 
mayor and elected; 1658, mayor and bur- 
elected; 13 Car, II. mayor, hes Wy ct 


| burgeſſes named, elected; ow mayor, and 


elected; 1Jac. II. mayor, and 11 
: and all theſe returns were under 
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not in the ſelect number, but in 
at large : To prove this, it was al- 
12 was a borough by pre- 
to parliament, be- 
n roduced the re- 
4 55 II. a6 Ed. 1. 8 Hen. 
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anſwer the returns produced by Sir John Moreton; 


munitatis, elegerunt.—— 1 Mariz. major, bargenſes et 
communitas, unanimi aſſenſu er conſenſu el. 
2 & 3 Phil. et Marie. major, comburgenfes et com- 
munitas, elegerum. 1 Eliz. the fame. — i, Eliz- 
Mayor and burgeſſes, by their common- council, 

. returns in the 26th and 28th of Eliz. 
mayor and 4 burgeſſes, with the common conſent 


of all their bo defted. —43 Eliz. mayor and 
four of his brethren, with the aſſent and conſent of 
the whole borough, clefted. —1 Jac. I. mayor, and 
ſeven burgeſſes and inhabitants, with the aſſent and 
conſent of, and for, the whole elected. 
31 Car. II. mayor, burgeſſes and commonalty, elected 
and 33 Car. II. Mayor, 11 burgeſſes, and common- 
alty, elected. — 1688, Mayor, capital-burgeſſes, 
with the commonalty, elected. — 2 William and 
Mary, and 7+ William, Mayor, burgeſſes, and 
commonalty, elected: and theſe returns were under 
the common ſeal, 

Then were called the witneſſes. 

Legg ſaid, he had known clections above 40 
years; and that at all of them, the inhabitants 
voted, and none were refuſed; though he could 
give no particular account of any one election, who 
ſtood, or who he voted for. 

Bucland faid, Sir John Low and * Whitacre 
were choſen by the commonalty, 30 years ago ; and 


Philip Andrews faid, Sir Matthew Andrews, Mr. 
Grove, Mr. Chafin, and Mr. Nicholas, were can- 
didates at the convention; and a poll was taken, 
and all the inhabitants, except fuch as had alms, 
voted : that, in King James's time, they were not 
polled, but petitioned : that, at this election, the 
e eee 
and deſired votes; and no one excepted to the in- 
habitants being polled at it. 

Mr. Druce ſaid, that it was agreed at this elec- 
tion by the mayor, and not denied by Sir John 
Moreton nor Mr. Nicholas, that all ſhould vote, 
except ſuch as reccived alms. 

In reply, was produced King James's charter, 
which recites this town to be an ancient corporation. 

Atwell, the town-clerk, ſaid, he took the poll in 
1685; and none polled, but the mayor and bur- 

: that the firſt election he remembered was 

in 4678 and 1679; and that was a popular election. 
e 
1660; which, he ſaid he found amongſt the papers 
and records of the borough : but being not able 


to give an account how it came there, or other proof 


of it, it was not read as evidence. 

That at this election the mayor polled the inhabi- 
tants; and they were not (as he heard) excepted to. 
Mr. Bolles ſaid, he was at the election in 1678 : 
that the people by force made way for themſelves 
to come up, and diſturbed the election; and the 
recorder, to quiet the election, adviſed the mayor 
to poll the inhabitants, not de jure, but de bene effe ; 
though none were then polled, but thoſe who paid 
ſcot and lot: that in King James's parliament he 
was a candidate, and only the ſelect number voted : 
and he ſaid, he had been told by one Hayes, of 
the borough, of eighty years of age, that the right 
of election was in the ſelect number: that in 1685 
there was a petition of the inhabitants againſt char 
election; but, as he believes, upon giving 2 

7 SE fair 
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fair debutit of ih k matter in the houſe, and char o 
poll was demanded, the houſe rejefted the 

that he was preſerit at this election; ace cer 
„N n he would poll a large, 


The counſel" being 
member of dle hooks, 2 Lt 1 
1685, upon ſome gentletnen of the giving an 
account that the el don was fir, was rejected. | 

The committee refolved, _ 

That the right of electing burgefſes, to ſerve in 
parliament, for this borough, is not only in the 
mayor and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough. 

The counſel being called in, Sir John Moreton's 
counſel applied to make it appear, chat the right 
was in the ſcot and lot men; and that Sir John 
Moreton had the majority of cbem. 

John Walker, and Samuel Belpin, faid, that 


they had known ſeveral elections; and that none 


were admitted to vote that did not pay ſcot and lot, 
or watch and ward, 

Mr. Atwell was called in; and faid, he had ex- 
amined the poll; and that there were of ſcot and 
Jot men For Sir John Moreton, 97. 

3 For Sir Matthew Andrews, 95. 

In anſwer to which, for Sir Manhew Andrews, 
there was a lift delivered in of 102 names, who were 
wrote from the poll, that paid ſcot and lot, who 
voted for Sir Matthew Andrews. Upon which, it 


reſted upon Sir John Moreton to ſo ma- 
ny, as to give him'a' maj Sir Matthew 
Andrews : andforthis the evidence was thus; 


upon the rate, but not for 


tide" God YO aques A not tive in the b. 

for which he was rated, but had paid fince Michael- 

mas; Dyer was aſſeſſed, but had not | 

liam Good was rated, but did not live in che town. 
In anſwer, for Sir Matthew Andrews, Philip An- 


drews and *,Taylor ſaid, not only ſcot and lot men, 


but the inhabitants, who did not receive alms, vot- 
ed in the free parliament which brought in King 
Charles ; and had uſed to vote in other elections. 5 


1. That the right of election of burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in this parliament, for this borough, is only in 
the inhabitants of the faid 2 peying ſoot 
r. 


mittee, infiſted, that Mr. Coral hat this majority 
of ſcot and lot-men : and to prove it x 
ſcot and lot men for each candidare; 
che ſaid liſt was not hikes ee the' 
nor examined with it, fo it was not admitted as evi- 
dence : and the counſel for Mr. Cornifh not having 
further to offer; on behalf of Mr. Nicholas, was 
juced a lift of 110 „ 1 ade 


. 85 rvth, 1698. Henry Cornilh, quite, 85 | 


ing made a commiſſioner of the Stamp-office, fince | 


withdrawn, Mr. Fownes, a 


paid ; Wu. 


2 4 
poll, 
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houſe. 
Dec. 
ie 2 make 
out a new ſerve in 
this in the 
room of com- 
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Ordered, chat ir be heard x the bar of the ke 
on the 26th of April nent. 

Aprit 26. The order of the houſe being read ; the 
1 — : and 
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at had « right to yore; 2 


jected againſt his being; exnmined as a witnck, in re- 
gerd that the ſaid Edward Grimfted was charged by 
the petitioners evidence with having endeavoured to 
— ſome perſons to rey moat e r 


"The coun on dock a. were heard, touching 


ahn x optng aged aged vert 
er acquainted them therewith. © 
And the faid Edvard Grimfted wes called in and 
examined, and other witneſſes were examined as to 
other voters n — * 1 * 
And Robert Brickle being called ee prove the 
of Abraham Buckland (who had been 
C n 
at the ſaid election; 
And the faid Robert Brickle being objected 
againſt by the ſaid peritioners counſel, in regard that 
he had been charged by the petitioners evidence 
. nr 
falſe evidence to the houſe. 
The counſel on both were heard theroupon and, 
withdrew. 
Refolvred; that he-countt for the Mitingimen- 
bers be not admitted to examine Robert Buckle, as 
to Abraham Buckland's being qualified to vote at 
the late election of members to ſerve in partiament 
for this 
And Mr. Speaker acquainted the counle! here 
with. 


And the kiting- members counſel called and ex- 
amined other witneffes, in order to qualify other 
Ordered, that it be heard again on Saturday nexr. 


the matter of the ſaid petitioa. - 

| The counſel were called in,—And the counſel for 
the ſieti examined ſeveral wirneſſes in 
order to juſtify ſeveral of the voters for che fitting- 
duced evidence againſt ; and alſo to juſtify the re- 
fuſal uy the mayor of ſuch perſons as che ſitting- 
1 
er ; 

And the fitting-merabers counſel i 
e in rlaion 40 bribery by the peti- 
. 

| Then the counſel for the ſirting-members inlſted, 
that the petitioners were not to de elected 
i to che act, entitled, An act for ſecur- 
ing the freedom of parliaments, by the further quali- 
„ aer ID ns A 


ME firſt infiftec, char Me. Rakion) ds 
of the petitioners, e en ee to 
the faid act. | 

- "A US cial for whe yeiltcners abtun chat 


according to the particulars in the qualification de- 


e Br 


April 30. — Gas thier 


"The Borouph of SnarrEsnunv. 


livered in to the clerk ef the huuſe by Mr. An- 
e, .confidering/ an itcumbrance 


produced a copy >", ae Ranged 
the cath he made at the time of the election, as it 
was returned nne of Chan- 


dere 

After which, the particular ef the uid Mr. Bea- 
ſom' s qualification, delivered in to the clerk of the 
houſe, purſuant ca the order of the 230 of March 
laſt; was read: | 

Then the faid certificate of the mayor,” a Glad in 
CTC os ths 

And de 4c of the-gth year of her late Majeſty's 
reign, entituled, An act for the free- 
dom of parliament, by the further qualifying the 
members to fit in the Houſe of Commons, was 
read : 

Alſo the ſirting · members demand left with the 
clerk of the houſe, for the petitioners to give in 
their qualifications, purſuant to the reſolution of the 
houſe, upon the faid act, was read. 

And after the counſel on both fides were heard, 
whether rhe metnbers counſel ſhould proceed 
n or on 
the certificate of the mayor. 

And then the counſel withdrew. 

- And z motion being made, that William Ben- 
ſon, eſquire, one of the petitioners, complaining of 
an undue election for this borough, having, at the 
detnand of the firti delivered in a par- 
wicular of lands, renements, or hereditaments, in 
order to make our his qualification to be elected 
for the ſaid borough, purſuant to the order of the 
houſe of the 29d of March laſt ; the counſel for 
the ſitting-members, if they have any objection to 
the ſaid William Benfon's qualification, be directed 
to make their objections to the ſaid particular deli- 
vered in, purſunnt to the order of the houſe ; _ 

And an amendment being propoſed to be made, 
by adding at the end of the queſtion theſe words, 
viz & faronly as the ſame relates to land, te- 


" nements, and hereditaments, in the pariſh of 


«, Bromley in the county of Middlesex, being the 


« only qualification the faid William Benſon gave | 


*in, upon oath, at the ſaid election; as appears by 
< the certificate of the mayor of this borough.” 
And theſaid queſtion being put, that the ſaid words 
be aided to the ion, it was agreed to: and 
Refolved, that William Benſon, eſquirt, one of 
the petitioners complaining of an undue election 
for the borough of Shaftesbury, in the county of 
Dorſet, having, at che demand of the fitting-mem- 


bers, delivered in a particular of lands, tenements, 


and hereditaments, in order to make out his quali- 
fication to be elected for the ſaid borough, purſu- 
ant to the order of the houſe of the 23d of March 
laſt ; the counſel for the fitting-members, if they 
have any objection to the faid William Benſon's 

be directed to make the objections to 
the ſaid particular, ' delivered in purſuant to the 
faid order of the houſe; fo far only as the fame 
relates 20 lands, tenements, and hereditaments io 
the pariſh of Bromley, in the county of Middleſex ; 
being the only qualification the faid William Ben- 
fon gave in, upon oath, at che ſaid election, as ap- 
pears by the certificate of the mayor of the ſaid bo- 
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zd. The — N in the ſaid hewing, 
and the counſel were called inn. 


for this 
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And the .connſel for che, firring\mimbirs pro- 


—_— r. IP: Th 


After which, the coun fo the fiing-member 
Wr ' 
And then the counſel for the ,petitioners-exs- 
inindd = witneſs, tb» dilcredic/ one? of the ſitting- 
7277 ͤ 45min; 


evidence. 
And the ext bob gars withdrew. 


And Mr. Nicholas was, head in bis place and 1 


then be withdrew. vi if 

| Reſolved, — Nichalog:euiny is not 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this prefent-par- 
liament for this 


Mr. umu and with- 
drew. 


Reſolved, That Samuel Ruſh, Ae in prey 
elected rats» „ö 


borough. 
Reſolved, that William Benſon, efquire, is duly 


for this 

Reſolved, that Henry - Andrews, eſqube, in not 
2 601 pd iv 
Ordered, / that the clerk of the crown do attend 
thiy houſe 20-morrow: 


(lcd a barge to ere in this preſent Phan, 
borough. 


eine vein de prof Fata for — 
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read ſhewing, that the petitioner, t 
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--: Ordered, aan . 
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their opinion. N Ae 
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To 3 chat this was only a 
pretence; that in caſe it had been fo, the houſe ought 


originally 

heard on the 22d day of April laſt; and the hear- 
ing would have come on before now, had not the 
committee; been ſometimes adjourned : that it came 
on no in courſe, and the petitioner had time 
enough to bring up his witneſſes, if he thought fit: 
that there was another overſeer in the town, beſides 
Long and he might have ſent up any poor rates 
he had, if he could not have attended himſelf: 
that the ſitting · member had no notice of this pre- 
nn 
expence ; Was ready to juſtify his election; and 

ought to be diſcharged of this petition, if the 
——— — IOS: fit. to call 


Nov. 13. 1716. Ordered a warrant foria, mew 
mb nn ray nt yy ag Far deny 
in the room of William Henſon, eſquize, made fur- 


NT 
June 2d. A Peco of William Hear, cin. 2 4 nas: 2d 


December 3. A petition of Sin Edward Des Bo- 
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ber, came on the election of a member to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for the ſaid borough : that 
Mr. Toomer, who acted as returning-officer, did 
moſt arbitrarily propoſe a declaration to the petiti- 
oners, and others, who had a right of voting at the 
ſaid election; and declared, that all ſuch as would 
not make the ſame ſhould not be polled : that the 
ſaid Toomer did refuſe to allow, and inſert in the 
poll, upwards of one hundred and forty legal votes, 
of the petitioner's, and others, who tendered the 
ſame : that the ſaid Mr. Toomer returned William 
Benſon, eſquire, duly elected; to the great prejudice 
of the petitioners, and infringement of their rights 
and privileges : and praying &c. 

. Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 22d. Ordered to be reported on Saturday 
-morning next. 

24th. Mr. Hampden, according to order, re- 
ported the matter upon the ſaid petition, as follows ; 
VIZ. 

That the committee had examined the merits of 
the election; and that the right of electing was agreed 
to be in the inhabitants, paying ſcot and lot: 

The poll was for Mr. Benſon, 89. 

for the petitioner, 16. 

That the petitioner's counſel complained of great 
partiality in Mr. David Toomer, the mayor, for 
refuſing 146 voters for the petitioner, becauſe they 
would not acknowledge his right to the mayoralty : 
and they alſo complained of bribery and illegal 
practices in favour of Mr. Benſon. 

On the firſt head they called, 

Richard Bingham, eſquire, and others ; who ſaid, 
they were preſent during the whole poll; that Mr. 
Toomer preſided as mayor, and had the regalia be- 


fore him: that at the beginning of the election, he 


declared, that he hoped it would be a very fair 
election, and deſired there might be no diſputes 
there; but that the doubtful votes ſhould be que- 
ried, and determined after the poll by perſons to be 
choſen by the candidates; and ſaid, there were diſ- 
putes in the town about the right to the mayoralty: 
that they had two mayors, or two half ma yos, 
(meaning himſelf and Mr. Gapper who ſat by him) 
which would make one whole one; and thoſe who 


would acknowledge him to be mayor, let them 


poll for who they would, he would take their 
votes: that when the voters came, he put this queſ- 
tion to them; Sir, do you acknowledge me to be 
mayor? and ordered the town-clerk to poll thoſe 
that acknowledged him; and refuſed all thoſe who did 
not: that the queſtion, relating to the right of may- 
oralty, was put to every voter, either by Toomer 
himſelf, or by Mr. Ring the town-clerk, or by 
Mr. Benſon 


Mr. Whitaker ſaid, he obſerved ſixty refuſed for 
not owning Mr. Toomer's right. Mr. Ryves ſaid, 
146 were refuſed for that reaſon. 

Theſe witneſſes being croſs- examined, ſaid, Mr. 
Gapper ſat upon the bench, next to Mr. Toomer, 
both days of the poll; but did not concern himſelf 
in the election, or take any poll, or ſay any thing 
about it, as they obſerved; and that ſome of the 
aldermen would not own Mr. Toomer to be may- 
or: that the voters generally anſwered the queſtion 
relating to Mr. Toomer, by ſaying, they had a 
right of voting at the election, and came to vote 
for Sir Edward Des Bouverie; and expected their 
votes ſhould be taken. 


James Glover ſaid, that ſixteen voters, taken for 
Paxr II. 2 
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Sir Edward Des Bouverie by Mr. Toomer did ac- 
knowledge him to be mayor: that 146 others, who 
he named by a liſt, voted for Sir Edward Des Bou- 
venie ; and were refuſed by Mr. Toomer, for no 
no other reaſon, than becauſe they would not own 
him- to be mayor : that there was no particu- 
lar objection to them at the poll: that they have 
voted at former elections; are inhabitants; do 
pay ſcot and lot: and the witneſs ſaid, he knew 
all of them, except about eight, have a right of 
voting : that the queſtion of acknowledging Mr. 
Toomer to be mayor, was put to all the voters as 
ſoon as they appeared at the poll rail, previous to 
their giving their votes and before they were ask- 
ed, who they voted for : the anſwer they generally 
made, was, they did not come to diſpute, who was 
mayor, but to vote for Sir Edward Des Bouverie ; 
and ſome ſaid, they offered themſelves to the court; 
others ſaid, to the honourable bench : that none 
were admitted to vote who did not firſt acknowledge 
Mr. Toomer to be mayor. | 

He alſo ſaid, that Mr. Gapper was alſo preſent both 
days, but did not act as mayor as the witneſs ob- 
ſerved; nor did the refuſed voters apply to him 
to take their poll: that Mr. Toomer adjourned the 
poll, and Mr. Gapper made no objection to it. 

William Bowles, eſquire, ſaid; that the queſtion 
of acknowledging Mr. Toomer to be mayor was 
previouſly put to the voters, before ever they gave or 
offered their poll ; and the anſwer given by thoſe 
who were refuſed, was, we come here to vote for a 
parliament- men, and, not reſpecting who is mayor, 
we give our voice to the court for Sir Edward Des 
Bouverie; and that all thoſe who did not own Mr. 
Toomer to be mayor, were refuſed, 

That, as touching bribery, and illegal practices, 
the petitioners called, 

Nicholas Wright; who ſaid, that Mr. Toomer 
and Mr. Pope, who voted for the ſitting-member, 
did, upon Tueſday before the election, deſire him 
to go among the petitioner's friends, and ſpeak 
ſcandalous words againſt Sir Edward Des Bouverie, 
of which they would take no notice; and they pro- 
miſed him ;ol. to ſet up his trade, if he could 
make a diſcovery of bribery for the petitioner. 

Thomas Mitchel ſaid, Mr. Toomer asked him, 
about two or three days before the election, how 
he thought it would go? to which he anſwered, 
he thought Mr. Benſon would not ſtand it, as 
there was ten to one againſt him; whereupon, 
Toomer replied, that was nothing, for Mr. Ben- 
ſon had the government on his ſide ; and, if he had 
but five votes, he would return him ; and promiſed 
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the witneſs to ſee him rewarded, if he voted for the 


ſitting-member, 

William Mayo ſaid, Mr. Benſon promiſed him 
for his vote, double any money the petitioner 
ſhould give, if he brought what the petitioner gave 
him. 

Young ſaid, he ſaw Thomas Valentine give two 
guineas to his father Joſeph Young to vote for Mr. 
Benſon, and that Valentine aſked votes for Mr. 
Benſon. a 

Ambroſe Sandle ſaid, Mr. William Huſſey aſk- 
ed votes for Mr. Benſon, and gave him two guineas 
to vote for him; but took a note to himſelf for the 
money; and that the witneſs never aſked to borrow 
any of him. | 

John Roach ſaid, that he was to pay five ſhil- 
lings a year rent to the ſitting-member, for water; 


and had five years arrears remitted, when he came to 


the poll, for his vote for Mr. Benſon. 


H h In 
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In anſwer to what had been offered. Mr. Benſon's 
night before the 


manded the precept of him, claiming it as mayor: 
That at the beginning of the poll, Mr. Gapper 


being upon the bench before Mr. Toomer came, 


Mr. Toomer aſked him, if he fat there as mayor ? 
NIE AS BEN and would take 
the poll as mayor ; and immediately ordered Mr. 
8 mayor, which 
he (Goddard) did accordingly ; and Mr. Goddard 
applied to Mr. Gapper, as mayor, to determine his 
doubts in the poll. 

That Mr. Toomer publickly afſerted his right at 
the poll to the mayoralty, and denied any other; 
and declared, he would take the poll of ſuch as 
would vote before him, and would do juſtice there : 
that ſeveral came and polled for Sir Edward Des 
Bouverie, denying Mr. Toomer's authority, and 
offering their votes to Mr. Gapper, as mayor ; and 


only fifteen voters owned Mr. Toomer's authority: 


that all who offered to Mr. Toomer were put down 
upon the poll, whoever they voted for: that thoſe, 
who did not offer their poll to him, were not put 
down ; and that Mr. Toomer did not think himſelf 
obliged to take the poll of ſuch as did not offer 
their poll to him : that ſeveral of the voters for 
Sir Edward Des Bouverie declared, they offered 
their votes for him to the honourable bench ; others, 
to the court, as they were directed, by Sir Edward 
Des Bobverie's agents; ſeveral ſaying, they had 
nothing to do with Mr. Toomer. 

That Mr. Toomer has the Infignia, has held all 
courts, iſſued proceſs, and done all acts as mayor, 
ever ſince he came into the office ; and that Mr. 
Gapper 1 hmm. bubas..am. 
until this election. 

He alſo ſaid, that he was preſent during the whole 
poll: that the queſtion Mr. Toomer put to the voters, 
was this; Do you offer your poll to me as mayor ? 
If you do, I'll take your vote, vote for who you 
pleaſe : and this witneſs ſaid, he did not know that 


Mr. Toomer aſked them to acknowledge his right 


as mayor: that, in anſwer to the aforeſaid queſtion, 
the voters for the petitioners faid to Mr. Toomer, 
no; they did not own him to be mayor : that Mr. 
Toomer did refuſe thoſe who did not offer their 
poll to him ; and all that offered thcir poll to him 
were received: that he hath ſeen ſometimes Mr. 
oomer, and ſometimes Mr. Gapper, fit in the 
ayor's ſcat at church; and that he who came firſt 
ſat there. 
Mr. Thomas Francis ſaid, that, after reading the 
precept, Mr. Toomer aſked Mr. Gapper, who fat 
upon the bench by him, whether he came thither as 
mayor? and Mr. Gapper declared, he did; and that 
he would take a poll ; and ordered Mr. Goddard to 
take a poll for him, which Mr. Goddard did ac- 
cordingly : and, upon diſputable votes, Goddard 
applied to Mr. Gapper, as mayor, and followed his 
directions therein: that Mr. Toomer declared him- 
ſelf to be the proper officer, though Mr. Gapper 
pretended to the mayoralty ; and Mr. Toomer de- 
clared, that whoever came to him, as mayor, to offer 
his vote, he would accept it, poll as he would. 
That the queſtion, of acknowledging Mr. Toomer 
as mayor, was put to every voter; but ſome, who 
.came for the , cried out, before the que- 
ſtion could be put, that they offered their votes 
for him to the court, or to the honourable bench: 
that ſeveral of the petitioner's voters were objected to, 


as diſqualiſied; and queries were put upon them, to 
be examined after the poll. 

Being croſs-examined, this witneſs faid, Mr. 
Toomer never gave any reaſon for refuſing the pe- 
titioners voters; but they ſaid, they refuſed to give 
their votes to him, as mayor: and the witneſs ſaid, 
he believed, they might vote at former elections; and 
that he knew of no reaſon for their not voting now. 

Mr. Atchiſon produced a copy of a poll, taken 
at this election, before Mr. Abraham Gapper, as 
mayor of the borough, by Mr. Goddard, who was 
appointed by Mr. Gapper to take the ſame. 

Then Mr. Benſon objected to 79 voters for the 
petitioners, as not being inhabitants paying ſcot 
and lot; but did not produce evidence thereof: 
that they alledged bribery ; and called 

Jane Johnſon ; who ſaid, ſhe ſaw the petitioner 
give fix guineas and fix ſhillings to John King, a 
barber, for his vote; and it was given to him at 
Mr. Whetcomb's houſe, at eight o'clock in the 
morning, upon the Friday when the election began. 

That Mr. Goddard gave Belvin threee guineas, 
and promiſed him two more, for his vote for the 
petitioner, who was then preſent, and that was in 
the eleftion-week ; but ſhe could not ſay, whether 
before or after the election. b 

To invalidate this evidence, was called 

Mr. Anthony Cooth ; who ſaid, he ſaw the peti- 
tioner in bed at ten o'clock in the morning, at Mr. 
Pyke's, on the Friday before the election. 

The committee thereupon reſolved, 

That William Benſon, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

That Sir Edward Des Bouverie, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

The ſaid reſolutions being twice read, were agreed 
unto by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that Mr. David Toomer was guilty of 
arbitrary and illegal practices at the late election of a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. David Toomer be, for 
his ſaid arbitrary and illegal practices, taken into 
cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms ing this houſe. 

Ordered, the clerk of the crown to attend and 
amend the return. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of Charles Withers, 
and Clement Wearg, eſquires, was read; 
that at the election of members, to ſerve in parlia- 
ment, for this borough, the petitioners, Sir Edward 
Des Bouverie, and Edward Nicholas, eſquire, were 
candidates: that Thomas Huſſey, mayor of the ſaid 
borough, ſuffered ſeveral perſons, who had no right 
of voting, to vote for the ſaid Sir Edward and Mr. 
Nicholas ; and refuſed the votes of ſeveral perſons, 
who had a right to vote, and offered to vote for the 
petitioners ; by which means, and other indirect and 
corrupt practices, committed by the ſaid mayor, the 
ſaid Sir Edward Des Bouverie, and Mr. Nicholas, 
procured themſelves to be returned, in prejudice of 
the petitioners : and praying &c. Alſo 

A petition of William Bennet, and others, the 
burgeſſes of this borough, in behalf of themſelves, 
and the reſt of the burgeſſes of the ſaid borough, 
was read; ſhewing, that Sir Edward Des Bouveric, 
baronet, and Edward Nicholas, eſquire, by bribery, 
and other corrupt practices, did themſelves 
to be returned burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, al- 
though they were not duly elected: and praying &c. 


Ordered, 
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Ordered, that the faid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 

275. Ordered, that William Bennet, and others, 
the burgeſſes of this borough, have leave to with- 

Feb. 7. The houſe being informed, that Edward 
Nicholas, eſquire, and Sir Edward Des Bouverie, 
ſitting· members for this borough, did, on the 19th 
of October laft, purſuant to the ſtanding order of 
this houſe of the 21ſt of November 1717, leave 
with the clerk of this houſe, their demand, in writ- 
ing, of the qualification of Clement Wearg, eſ- 
quire, one of the petitioners complaining of an un- 
due election and return for the ſaid borough ; and 
that the ſaid Mr. Wearg had not delivered in to the 
clerk, any paper of his qualification, purſuant to 

The demand of the ſaid qualification, and alſo 
the ſtanding order of the houſe, were read : 

And the clerk of the houſe being called upon, 
acquainted the houſe, that he had not received any 
particular of Mr. Wearg's qualifications. 

Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 
elections be diſcharged from proceeding upon fo 
much of the petition of Charles Withers, and Cle- 
ment Wearg, eſquires, complaining of an undue 
election and return for this borough, as relates to 
the faid Clement Wearg ; he having neglected to 
comply with the ſtanding order of this houſe, 
whereby he is required to deliver in his qualification 
to the clerk of this houſe, within fifteen days after 
the demand thereof. | 

Jan. 14, 1723. The petition of Charles Withers, 
eſquire, was again read; in ſubſtance the ſame with 
the former. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 


SHORE HAM. 


1 borough is ſituate in the county of Suſ- 
ſex; and hath returned burgeſſes to parlia- 
Br. Parl. ment from the 2 3d of Edward the firſt. As to the 
Red. 259. ancient method of election, I find, that, in the ad 
of Henry the fifth, they were elected in the county- 
See the courts. The memoirs, in the journals, do not occur 
an z till 1678 ; wherewith I ſhall begin, and add thereto, 
Appendix. ſuch others, as I have met with, as follows, viz. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of ſeveral of the inha- 
bitants of this borough, was read ; complaining of 
undue practices, uſed by the conſtable of this borough, 
in the electing and returning Robert Fagg, eſquire, 
and John Cheal, gent. to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, as burgeſſes for this borough, to the great 
injury and wrong of the petitioners, who did duly 
elect Sir Anthony Dean, knight, and the ſaid Robert 
Fagg, who ought to have been returned. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. 

Feb. 26, 1700. A petition of David Punnett, 
and Henry Guilford, on behalf of themſelves, 
and ſeveral others of the inhabitants of this bo- 
rough, was read; ſhewing, that their free right of 
electing burgeſſes to parliament, hath been invaded 
by Mr. Nathanael Gould, a meer ſtranger in the 
faid borough ; who, a few days before the elec- 
tion, came down from London, and ordered the 


publick cryer of the ſaid borough to give notice, 
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with his bell, to all the voteſmen, to come to 
the King's-Arms, to receive a guinea each man 
to drink Mr. Gould's health ; by which, and other 
corrupt practices, he hath procured himſelf to be 
elected and returned, moſt of the voteſmen having 
received a guinea apiece : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar of this 
houſe, on the 15th day of March next. 

March 14th. A petition of Nathanael Gould, 
eſquire, a member of this houſe, ſerving for this 
borough, was read ; ſhewing, that through inad- 
vertency, and a miſtaken apprehenſion of the law, 
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he had done that before the teſte of the writ, which Sie orig. 


may juſtly render him liable to the diſpleaſure of 
this houſe; and that the thoughts thereof were fo 
afflicting, that he rather choſe to acknowledge his 
error, than ſeem to juſtify the ſame by a defence 
and therefore, with the greateſt humility, ſubmits 
himſelf to the juſtice and favour of the houſe ; 
humbly profeſſing, that the expence, which he fo 
unfortunately made, was entirely on his own ac- 
count. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Mr. Gould be diſcharged 
from being a member of this houſe. 

Whereas, there is to be an hearing at the bar, 
to-morrow, againſt the ſaid Mr. Gould, upon the 
petition of the ſeveral inhabitants of the ſaid bo- 
rough : 

Ordered, that the ſaid hearing be diſcharged. 
Ordered, that no warrant iflue this ſeſſion for a 
new writ, to elect a burgeſs for the ſaid borough, in 
the room of Mr. Gould. 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of John Pery, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner having 
ſerved, as one of the burgeſſes, for this borough, 


in all the parliaments ſince the late convention, 


except the laſt parliament, he was ſent for by the 
inhabitants, and went down ; and was a candidate 
at the laſt election there, and had a majority of true 
votes : but Thomas Edwards, conſtable of the ſaid 
borough, by the corrupt practices of Nathanael 
Gould, eſquire, hath unduly returned the ſaid Mr. 
Gould, in wrong to the petitioner, and the ſaid 
inhabitants: and praying &c. | 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 


and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of John Pery, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election of burgeſſes, 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this bo- 
rough, Nathanael Gould, eſquire, John Wicker, and 
the petitioner, were candidates : that Mr. Wicker, 
and his agents, did, by notorious bribery, and other 
corrupt practices, procure ſeveral of the electors to 
vote for him, who otherwiſe would have voted ſor 
the petitioner ; yet the petitioner had the majority 
of legal votes, and ought to have been returned one 
of the burgeſſes; but Mr. Wicker hath gotten him- 


ſelf to be returned, in wrong of the petitioner : and 


praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 25, 1708. A petition of Thomas Edwards, 
and Michael Diar, inhabitants of this borough, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the late election of 
members, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, Anthony Hammond, Nathanael Gould, and 
Richard Lloyd, eſquires, were candidates: and Mr. 
Hammond, and Mr. Lloyd, were returned; but 
Mr. Lloyd, by treating after the teſte of the writ, 
and other undue practices, procured himſelf to be 

2 returned, 
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ing to order, « copy of his late nel highnes's | 


returned, in breach of the laws, touching elections, 
and in wrong to the petitioners and the ſaid bo- 
rough : and praying &c. , 

Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid election ard 
return, be heard upon Tueſday, the 15th of Feb. next. 

26th. Reſolved, that an humble . addreſs be 
preſented to her Majeſty, that ſhe will be pleaſ- 
ed to give directions, that the commiſſion, conſti- 
tuting the commiſſioners of the navy, may be laid 
before the houſe. - | 

Ordered, that the ſaid addreſs be preſented to her 
Majeſty, by ſuch members of this houſe, as are of 
her Majeſty's moſt honourable privy-council. 

| Ordered, that the commiſſioners of the navy do 
lay before this houſe, the names of the commiſſioners 
employed in the out-ports ; and copies of the war- 
rants for ſuch their employment ; and an account of 
the allowances made to them. 

Dec. iſt. Mr. ſecretary Boyle reported to the 
houſe, that her Majeſty had been attended with the 
ſaid addreſs; and that her Majeſty had been pleaſ- 
ed to give directions, that a copy of the ſaid com- 
miſſion ſhould be laid before the houſe accordingly. 

Mr. Burchet, according to order, laid before the 
houſe the copy of the ſaid commiſſion; and alſo, the 
return of the principal officers and commiſſioners 


of her Majeſty's navy, purſuant to the order, of 


the 26th of November laſt, for laying before the 
houſe the names of the commiſſioners employed in 
the out-ports, with copies of the warrants for ſuch 
their employments ; and alſo an account of the al- 
lowances made them. The titles whereof 


were read, and the copies of the commiſſion and 


return, were ordered to lie upon the table. | 
Ordered, that the copies of the ſaid commiſſion 
and return be conſidered on Tueſday morning next. 
zd. Ordered, that the commiſſioners of the na- 
vy do lay before this houſe an account of ſuch 
commiſſioners of the navy, as have been employed 
in attending the pay of any of the out-ports, ſince 
the 1ſt day of May, 1707, and what allowances have 
been made, or remains due, to them for the ſame- 

Ordered, that the treaſurer of the navy do lay 
before the houſe ſuch bills, as he has paid for any 
. commiſſioners, or their clerks, attendance upon the 
pay in any out · ports, ſince the iſt day of May, 
1707. 

6th. Mr. Hammond, from the principal officers 
and commiſſioners of her Majeſty's navy, preſented to 
the houſe their return to an order of this houſe, 
of the third inſtant, requiring the ſaid account : the 
title whereof was read; and ordered to lie upon the 
table. 

- Ordered, that the commiſſioners of the navy do 

lay before the houſe, a copy of the warrant from 
his late royal highneſs, when lord high admiral of 
Grear-Britain, for appointing ſome of the ſaid com- 
miſſioners to inſpect the buſineſs of the an | 
office. 

An officer from the treaſurer of the navy preſent- 
ed to the houſe, an account of monies paid to the 
commiſſioners of the navy, for their attendance in 
the out - ports on the payment of ſhips, ſince the 
1ſt of May, 1707: alſo, an account of money 
paid to the clerks of the navy, for their attendance 
in the out ports, ſince the iſt of May, 1 20T. 
| Ordered to be conſidered on Tueſday morning 
NEXT. 

' Ordered, that the treaſurer of the navy's caſhier 
do attend the houſe to-morrow morning. | 

7th. An officer from the commiſſioners of the 
navy attended, and preſented to the houſe, accord- 
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warrant, .appointing Benjamin Tymewell, and An- 
thony Hammond, eſquires, two principal officers 
and commiſſioners of her Majeſty's navy, to in- 
ſpect the buſineſs of the Regiſter- office. The title 
was read; and ordered to lie upon the table. 

The houſe proceeded, according to order, to con- 
ſider the ſaid commiſſion, and other returns, which 
were ſeverally read. 

And alſo a clauſe of an act in the 6th year of 


her Majeſty's reign, entitled, An act for the ſecu- 


rity of her Majeſty's perſon and government, &c. 
diſabling ſeveral . officers to fit in the houſe, was 
read: and ſeveral witneſſes examined: and then it 
was reſolved, 

That Anthony Hammond, eſquire, being a com- 
miſſioner of the navy, and employed in the out- 
ports, is thereby incapable of being elected, or vot- 
ing, as a member of this houſe. 

8th. Ordered, that a warrant. be iſſued. for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this parlia- 
ment, for this borough, in .the room of Anthony 
Hammond, eſquire, who hath been declared to be 
incapable of being elected, or voting, as a member 
of this houſe. | | 

Dec. 2 3d. A petition of Nathanael Gould, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of a bur- 
gels, to ſerve in parliament for this borough, in 
the room of Anthony Hammond, eſquire, Gre- 
gory Page, eſquire, and the petitioner, were can- 
didates: that five days before the election, the ſaid 
Mr. Page, and above thirty ſtrangers, came to the 
ſaid borough, and ſpent great fums of money up- 


on the electors, in contempt of the laws about 


elections; and by other illegal practices, Mr. Page 
procured himſelf elected a burgeſs for this bo- 
rough, in prejudice of the petitioner, who had a 


majority of legal votes: and praying &c. 


Ordered to be heard at the bar on the 3d day E 
May next. 


Nov. 16, 1709. A petition of Thomas Edwards 


and Michael Dyar, inhabitants of this borough, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the late election of members 
to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, Anthony 
Hammond, Nath. Gould, Rich. Lloyd, and Edw. 
Stringer, eſquires, were candidates; and Mr. Ham- 
mond and Mr. Lloyd were returned: but Mr. 
Lloyd procured himſelf to be returned, by treating, 
and other undue practices, after the teſte of the writ, 
in breach of the laws touching elections, and in 
wrong to the petitioners, and the ſaid borough: and 


praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſanie, with their opinion. | 

Jan. 11th. Ordered to be reported on Friday next. 

13th. Mr. Compton reported, from the ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter of the ſaid petition.—— That the 
counſel for the petitioners did not diſpute the right 
of election, nor that Mr. Lloyd had a majority of 
votes; but inſiſted, that he procured his majority 
and return, by treating after the teſte of the writ, 
and other undue practices: and called 

Waſhford; who ſaid, he was treated ſeveral times, 
and at ſeveral places, after the teſte of the writ by 
Mr. Collins. 

Holder ſaid, he knows, that Collins ſollicited votes 
for Mr. Lloyd ; and that, ſome time before the teſte 
of the writ, there was g 1. ordered to be paid to every 
publick houſe in the toyn, for the entertainment of 
the voters, who would vote for colonel Lloyd: that 
he had 40 8. in part, before the teſte of the writ, 


and 
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and 20 fhiflings mote afterwards ; which was order- 
ed to be made into on the Sunday be- 
fore the election, 


was | 


writ; at drinking whereof there were feverat, who 
voted for colonel Lloyd 


* 


him by Mr. Collins. 


goes by the nate of 
Lloyd, after the 


if be voted for colonet Lloyd, Mr. Blue engaged 
it mould be taken cate of; but the money was ne- 

In anſwer, the counſel for Mr. Lloyd produced 
a letter, dated the 26 of February. 1907-8, 
which, he owned, he ordered to be ſent to colonel 
Lloyd ; whereby he defires the colonef to be his 
friend {6 far, as to lend him thre or four pounds, 
till he could get into work, and the firft money he 
could get, he would return it to him again. 

Witten faid, that he, and about twelve others, 
were entertained at Collins's on the election day, in 
the morning; and Collins then aſke his vote for 
colonel Lloyd. | 

Barber ſaid, he was threarened on the election- 
day (by one of the ſheriff's bayliffs) to be arrefted, 
if he would not vote for colonel Lloyd; but if he 
would vote for him, Blue told him, that money 
ſhould be paid: and this induced him to vote for 
colonel Lloyd, which elſe he would not have done; 
though he has been ſince forced to pay the money. 

Fry ſaid, he keeps a public houſe in this bo- 
rough, and received 5h. from Mr. Cotfins, before 
the teſte of che writ, to entertain the voters for colonel 
Lloyd : that, after the tefte, he drew urink to the 
value of 111. but had no orders either from colo- 
hel Lloyd, or Collins; but ſeveral of the colone!'s 
friends deſired him to do it, and if che colonel 
would not pay for it, they would: that, on the 
election day, he told colbnel Lloyd in the church- 
yard, where the poll was taken, chat there were 
11 J. due to him; and the colonel” told fim, it 
ſhould be paid. 
The counſel for colonel Lloyd product a biff of 
particulars, expended ori colonet Eloyd's arcount, 
which he owned to be the ſame be ſpoke of in his 
evidence; and it appeared to amount to 181. rg 8 
51. whereof was paid; and dated April 5, 1708. 

Pool ſaid; he was invited to 4 rear, where colo- 
nel Lloyd was, who afked him for his vote. f 

Smith ſaid, he was in colonel Lloycts company, 
and Blue aſked his vote for the coſonel; who told 
him, if he would fo vote, he ſhoufd have am oc- 


caſion for a large quantity of cloaths for his ne- 


groes; and, under that expectation, hevored for co- 
lonel Lloyd. ; 
Oſborn, the returning officer, ſaid, he made the 
return purſuant to the votes, without being in- 
The counſel far the pt 474 Wi act 
againſt treating, of the 7 and 8 of King Wil ham. 
For col. Lloyd, — chat what entertainments were 
made where any votes were defired for col. Lloyd; 
vere before the-teſte of the writ, and orders had bern 
givon to hinder fuck entertainmentꝭ after the teſte : 
To prove it they called, Glaſpoor; who' ſaid, what- 
ever-trefts were made för colonel Lloyd, were be- 
fore the teſte of the writ ; and the 51. entertain- 
ment was general, in one day, before the teſte of the 
Fant Ih - 


* thar the 20 8. were paid 


writ ; at chat the colonel was recommended to the 
borough, as a very homſb gentleman, by Mr. Wic- 
ker ane his fm. | " Ma 
Toeedale faid the fame; and denied, that Pool 
Was-ever in company with colonel Lloyd at his houſt; 
and that Poot is a man of an indifferent character. 

James Blue ſaid, chat colonel Lloyd was a ftrars 
ger to him, till recommended by ſeveral gentlemen 
of rank near the borough, and ſeveral conſiderable 
merchants in Londotn. 

Upon the whole, the committee refotved, . 

That Richard Lloyd, efquire, is duly elected a 


burgefs to ferye in this preſent parliament, for this 


borough, | 
Which, being read twice, was agreed unto by the 


Dec. 2, 2510. A petition of Edward Dummer, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, chat the petitioner, wich 
Gregory Page, elquive, and Nathanael Gould, ef- 
quite, were candidates at the laſt ebection of mem - 
bers to ſerve in pathament for this borough : that, 
by reaſon of indirect practices, the faid Mr. Page 
and Mr. Gould have procured themſelves to be vo- 
turned, contrary to juſtice, and to the great preju- 
dice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

A petition of Robert Nightingale, eſquire, was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioner with Gregory 
Page, eſquire, and Nathanael Gould, eſquire, ſtood 
candidates at the laſt election, ro ſerve in this par- 
liament, for dis borough , but by reaſon of great 
irregularities, and indirect practices of Mr. Page 
and Mr. Gould, they have procured themſelves 
elected and returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that. theſe petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the fame, with their opinion. 

March 26, 17515. A petition of Francis Cham- 
berlayn, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the 
laſt election for this borough, the petitioner, Sir 
Gregory Page, baronet, and Nathanael Gould, eſ- 
quite, were candidates; but by ſeveral illegal prac- 
tices, the faid Sir Gregory Page hath procured him- 


ſelf to be returned for the faid borough, in preju- 


dice of che petitioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

May 2 3d. Ordered, that leave be given to with- 
draw the faid petition. 


SHREWSBURY. 
ls is the capirat or ſhire town of the coun- 
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ty of Salop ; and a corporation conſiſting of Willis, 
# mayor, recorder, 21 aldermen, and 48 common- 1749. 42. 


council-men. It hath been ſummoned to fend bur- 
geſſes to parliament, from the 26 Edw. I. and the 


Se 


returns were made by the bailiffs and burgeſſes be-ryrm., 9 


fore its incorporation; but fince by the mayor, alder- H. IV. 30 
men, and burgeſſes. The memoirs of the manner and liz 


right of election I have not met with before the refor- 
mation: after which time, the journals of the houſe 
of commons afford theſe following. 

March 26th 1604. Mr. Serjeant Hobart inform- 
eth the houſe of the late undue election and return 
of the burgeſſes for this borough ; the indentures 
being returned and brought into the Crown-office 


by the parties themſelves, and not by the fheriff; 


urging, that aft returns, not made by the ſheriff, 
are void; and wiſheth, that for the honour and pri- 
vilege of che houſe, the matter might be examined; 
and that the parties might forbear to ſit in the 
houſe, unti! the cauſe were conſidered of, and the 

# uſp | difference 


$9 


ought to be accepted; and ſo both the returns 
-damned. | 


to his counſel. .. 


by favour, had leave to. ſtand. : 
Moved, by himſelf, for tounſel: . . 
'that counſel on both parts ſhall be heard. 
Articles of accuſation againſt him, offered, and 
read in the houſe *; and the committee for privi-, , 
rb a alſo all, N 
other matters, that may incidentally, or by. them, 
way, appear unto them, either of fact or law, ing 
that caſe of the ſheriff now in queſtion ; and to re- jours, 
port their proceedings to-morrow, in the morning, 
before the ſheriff, or his counſel, be admitted into 


cording to the ſtatute of election, of 23 Eliz. So 
n 2 I 


nate eleftors 3 ſhall be accepted by the houſe ? 
And reſolved, upon theſe queſtions, that neither 


A third queſtion was made: 

3. E. Whether a warn ſhall iſle for anew 
writ ? 

4 Q. Whether the ſheriff ſhall be ſent for by war- 
rant, directed to the ſerjeant of the houſe? ; 
And both queſtions reſolved in the affirmative. 

The warrant for the new writ was in this form: 
| WHERE As uo ſeveral indentures have been 0 8 
lately made, concerning the election of burgeſſes for and finding them not forward therein, uſed many 
the town of Shrewſbury z one between the bailiffs and threatening ſpeeches to them, and, by ſuch means, 
burgeſſes of the ſaid town, and the other between cauſing them to make promiſe, entered their names 
the ſheriff of the county, and ſundry the burgeſſes in a roll. . 
n 4 The contrary to en order taken by the bailif, 
ed by the ſheriff, but diſavowed by his deputy ; the aldermen, and common-council, that none ſhould 
other returned by him, are both, by the Commons come into the common-hall, at the time of election, 
houſe of parliament, conceived and adjudged to be which were not intereſſed in the choice, Mr. ſheriff, 
inſufficient : It is therefore required, on behalf of with divers others, that had no voice in the election, 
the ſaid houſe, that a new writ be forthwith award - ruſhed into the hall; and they, being willed to de- 
ed, for a new election of burgeſſes to be made for part, refuſed, . and diſturbed the reſt of the bur- 
the faid town. And this ſhall be your warant. geſſes. 

Edward Phelips, Speaker. 6. The ſheriff, and two others of his company, 

Directed: To my very loving friend Sir preſſed up to the bench, where none ought to ſit, 
Geo. Sener iliffs, 1 
Chancery.“ 
. 17th. Moved, that the theriff be fone for, to an- 
ſwer his proceedings in che matter of election for- 


2. 


ſent for by the ſerjeant, or his d 


puty. 
May 7th. The theriff of this county was ſaid to 
be come; and moved to be heard by his counſel. 
Anſwer, That in ſome caſes, not .capital, men 
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In che free choice of the houſe w allow, or not 
, counſel... 
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5. That by-and-by the faid ſheriff, and divers 


dor; and being deſired, if they we 
to lay aſide their 
one of their halberts ; which the party re- 


weapon, and had fo done, but that he was ſtayed 


by Mr, Corbet; but ſome of his ſervants drew their 
weapons, and made a tumult. 


6. That after the bailiffs had pacified the tumult, 


many. and deſired Mr. ſheriff in quiet manner to ſee the 


ris; many of them being made 
able to go home. 


1᷑1. The writ, for election of knights and bur- 


divers others, whereof divers were not intereſſed in 


the election, and divers were not preſent at the 
z and thereby certified the election of Mr. 


þ 
7 


icant Harris was not elected; and divers 


Na | 
| 
: 
; 


. Barker, 
E contrary to the intent of ſuch as 


PTE 
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; 
it 
5 


the ſame on Friday, the 20th 


Lis 
2 2 


fence; yet, u 


election, he refuſed ſo ro do. | 

7. That he gave forth ſpeeches, after the new 
writ received, that, albeit Mr. Barker ſhould be 
choſen, he would never return him, whatſoever 
came of it. | 

+ + That, the indentures being brought to his houſe, 
he would not be ſpoke with; and his. under- ſheriff re- 
fuſed to ſeal the counter: part thereof. 


the ſheriff laid 
him, the ſheriff offered to draw his 


129 


May gth. The ſerjeant ſent, with his mace, for | 


Sir Thomas Shirley, according to the order yeſ- 
terday. | | 

After his going, moved, that the ſheriff of 
Shropſhire, attending at the door, might come in, 
and be heard: which was not aſſented; but deliver- 
ed for a rule; | 

That no delinquent is to be brought in, but by 
the ſerjeant with his mace. £ 

12th, The ſheriff of Shropſhire having ſundry 
days attended, to know the pleaſure of the houſe, 
the houſe was now informed, that a new election 
was made of the former burgeſſes, and that the ſhe- 
riff was willing to return the writ according to the 
election. 3 | 

The houſe thereupon gave direction to Mr. 
Speaker, to remember the ſheriff of the favoura- 
ble courſe of proceeding with him, and what urgent 
cauſe they had, of imputing and puniſhing his of- 
| ing his willingneſs and care to 
make this ſecond return, as alſo for the reſpect 
they did bear to his father, the houſe was content 
(when the return was made) he ſhould be free from 
any further reſtraint, or queſtion. BE 
The ſheriff, attending at the door, was called 
in; and Mr. Speaker performed the direction of 
the houſe accordingly. 
April 8, 1614. Mr. Alford moveth, that the 
houſe may determine, whether Mr. Attorney may 


ſerve. — Generally allowed a good motion. 


Sir Roger Owen concurreth ; for that no attorney 
ever choſen, nor anciently any privy-counſellor, nor 
any, that took livery of the King. —Precedents : — 
7 Ric. II. a bannerett put out: Per printed au- 
thority ; Sir Thomas Moore, in his treatiſe, after 

* * Precedents.— Eye can endure no colours. — 
King's [livery] hindereth their fight. — 

Gilded cloud with the Sun.——The King's ſtamp 
upon. braſs coin maketh it current. 

Negative never any attorney. 
Members of the houſe, choſen barons, judges, &c. 


- diſmiſſed ;— New choice. — 


Commendation of his worth. Sir Jo. Saville : 
—— Mercury. 

The full of his motion: The privy-counſel- 
lors, having got continuance, to ſtay, forthis time; 
but now the queſtion to be, whether Mr. Attorney 
_  Hereupon the houſe calling to the queſtion, Mr. 
Speaker defired them to ſtay a while, to ſee whether 
any other would ſpeak ; and then, being preſſed to 

put 
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of returns of others 3 | rherefore this not to be que- 4 matter in füct, fand) in ww. — 
honed. Regs re ot ns gt 
Mr. Fuller we, in this affembly, as 4 body, thar they ritotons for 
divided from the other houſe. —— Mixture, by this ftate.—— 1 
means, of both bodies —— General voice to the That ke hath tecefved, this morning, 
queſtion. meienr from hondtrable perſons, why 
Sir Herbert Croftes :—— Perplexed, in teſpect of caufe he ſhout ftrve ; which, not fit ta be 
the conſequence ; in reſpect of the of the ed here publickly, bur 
houſe, and fatisfaftion of his Maje Shed un man that cauſe ( 
— — — — 2 


11 
>» & 


diſhke his motion. His that the Attor- 
ye 7, e er not any 


* Richard 
the queſtion, becauſe no et. ach or acco FA 
found, on the ocher fide. — Precedenits, in the Prec CL Dinas, 
Priace”s caſe, one way, which then fwayed the law, bus pari Tarlon.—.— 


which after changed. eren d forthe lane. chore, and atmet 
Mr. Amnerſt: for that diverſe new parlia- below, the attorney. 
ment of the fame mind. Jeffreys, 18 Eliz,—Rufed, becauſe tis voite, nor 


Mr. Hackwyll :— ſearched the precedents, and, any member there. 
as he remembreth, Mr. Attorney Rath been of the Onſfow, 8 Eliz.— Suit for him, ts chufe hi 
houſe ; yet wiſheth it were not fo. ſpeaker. — 
Mr. Finch :—inconvenient, Mr. Attorney ſhould Cocke, ſollicitor, Tpeaker, 35 Eliz. — 
be of the houſe; but dangerous, for "The actions of this houſe carried abroad, though 
exnring off a member. — A judgment, to difrniſs bim unjuſtly, and diforderly. — If he rejected, and che 
without precedent, jufum, non fuſte. other two ſtand , either an imputation to Mr. At- 
Mr. Afﬀeley : — a committee only for ſearch of corney, or to this hoof, to do this:—ſo concludeth 
precedents, whether any attorney 3 for it, boch now, arid hereafter. 
Mr. Whitlock : A Ba  berauſe he 


Land] fearch of | firft Nanding 0p 
And, upon the queſtion, that ordered; and com- Precedents ſearched for, Where an .. 
mired to Sir Herbert Croftes and others : — Ex- turned, and tttnoved. — 8 om 
Searched, who ſpeakers ſrom 51 Ed. III. dit cow. 

The committees have dinkority only to arch Searched, Whether any of chem aftotdies. —Found, 
fotne ſpeakers had been attornies : whether, when 


4 K Miri, © | 
Mo ken Vt. Für Rig weng ad 


« teas, Friend, i eonſes, Wt, Hagel he 
Gala many, ty cn: had ſeeh a recbtd, Where an of this houſe. 

RE Fe vhs er 1 Kd. e 
s dt, Bi I truth removed, 


® i pigs ofthis Ka N 10. e 
whach ke. will exer maintain. — 5 Se maſter of the Rolls, ſec 


» chatt- 
- "Tit his Enoweth nc df rende, för the cellor bf the Exchequer, from 26 Feu. 


reaſon, betten the ferjeane, Higher, and rhe folli- Of, Giticitor ; Corda matter of the Rl 
tor, —than the artorney.—A reaſon of difference, Nevers any maſter of the Rolls, of the hott tin Crom- 
abt cxdens ratio, a Abf. well, 26 Hep, VIII. A 


. ——— 


u in holy orders, and fo could not 


Heretoſore, a in Jeflereys's caſe, ſtrife" by the 
houſe to increaſe their number; therefore ſent to 
have Jeſſereys remanded ; now the table turned. 


Moveth, he may now ſtand ; and in order, none | 


at any time 


1. He a voice in the election; ergo, may be elect- 


ed :——ſhall be found by law, here ; ergo, fit to have ber 


A voice. 


The a council, and court of h 


Ultins provecatis from the King's-bench to the par- 
ament.——Arntenderh there, as a court of law and 


may practiſe z for that a judge : For matter of 
honour, &c. in the higher houſe, may be of coun- 


ſel, for this houſe cannot medic with it. 


The other houſe, and this, diſtinct conſultations. 
— Moveth for two queſtions : N 

Mr. Wentworth moveth for further adviſement 
upon this ; for that they now to tender bills, of mar- 
ters of grace, from his Majeſty ; wherein they beſt 
informed ; the rule for adviſement in judgments. — 
Moveth for a reference further. 

Mr. Crew: Friends not eaſily ra- 
ther to part with @ joynt of his A yori 
any part of that politique body, whereof he a mem 

: whether eligible. 

2. Whether, returned, ought to ſerve. 

3- Qu expediat. — 

The fitteſt man to conjure down, he, that raiſed 
up the ſpirit of this queſtion.— 

1. _ the attorneyſhip a diſtint office, not 


Counſellors of ſtate furtherers of the common- 


1. — barons, ſheriffs, mayors, bailiffs, 


is Eds. HI. All bound to come to the pena judges.— 


I eXCeption, 
excuſe.—--That the antient courſe to excuſe here by 


attendance above. 
No law are the attorney, but that, which 
againft all follicitor, ſerjeant, and all 


knights of thices, nor refianes, or not freemen in 
boroughs. 


Their oath their own conſciences to look unto, 
not we to examine it. Concludeth neither for him, 
nor againſt him. a middle courſe, avoiding ra- 
cim amongſt the Athenians, — If any, too great, 
baniſhed for ten years 3 his eſtate preſerved, and then 
returned. 

Two or three of them ; their names put between 
two oyſterſhells, and one of them by lot to be 
baniſhed. — 

Moveth, for this time, his ſlay 3 with an order 

againſt all hereafter. 
Sir Dudley Digges : ——This not moved out of 
ſchiſme, or oftraciſme. Never feareth any man, 
or his page. —Commendeth the gravity and wiſ- 
dom of the houſe. No bur imagina- 
ry, if we ſtrictly ſtand to the liberties of our houſe. 
— The coming in, by degrees, of thoſe, which 
then ſpake for the commonwealth. —— Not now on- 
ly as attorney :——— Nox dominus, ſed ile. — His 
ingenuoaſneſs fuch, as he (if preſent) would ac- 
knowledge greater cauſe, why he ſhould not be, 
than any other. — His power, his means (being 
here) to obſerve all, or requite any, that ſhall op- 
poſe him. — 

Moveth, for fatisfaQiion to his Majeſty, that he 
may be continued, with oh uy — 
other. 

Nr. Finch, accordent; far his dee and the 


The judges muſt be of the upper houſe, for 
writs of error, which muſt be done by their direc- 
tion, and advice. 

No difference, where attorney before, or-af- 
ter. 

Moverh for a middle courſe, for this one time, 
and man.— 

Mr. Aſhley : — If he Mercury, and Mercury a 
_ Thief; the more cauſe to this - houſe, to look to 
It. — 

Par II. 


The reaſon to exclude judges: writs of error, of 
the King' s- bench, reverſable in parliament.— That 
thus a bill, ſigned by his Majeſty, ſealed by the 
Chancellor, brought into the upper houſe by the 
chief juſtice, and they there then to judge. — 

13 Edw. III. -e Ana 
in the four courts, — 

The King, by his Attorney-general, preſent in 
every court ; all paſſech him; therefore he to be 
preſent always in the upper houſe. — 

A conſtant writ ſerved upon the attorney, for at- 
tendance in the upper houſe, as upon the judges .— 

The Sollicitor's place but a limb of Mr. Attor- 
ney. <— . 

For conveniency, the bills of grace drawn by the 
King's counſel ; his preſence therefore neceſſary.— 

2. Arcana Inperii. Moveth for an order againſt 
it ever hereafter, and to be retained now: 

1. Queſtion : whether he ſhall, for this parlia- 
ment, remain of the houſe, or not :—Reſolved, he 


* 
: whether any attorney- general ſhall, 
Nr 


houſe:— Reſolved, no. 

May 23, 1678. A petition of Edward Kinaſton, 
eſquire, complaining of an undue return of Sir Ri- 
chard Corbet, to ſerve for this town, in injury of 
the petitioner, who was duly elected, was read. 
Ordered, chat it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the fame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 31. The ſame petition in ſubſtance, was 
again read. 

Ordered; that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 25, 1708. A petition of Sir Edward Leigh- 
ton, baronet, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner 
was one of the candidates, at the laſt election to 
parliament, for this borough ; and was duly choſen 
one of the by a majority of good votes, 
and ought to have been returned as ſuch: but by bri- 
bery, menaces, and other ill praftices of John Ki- 


naſton, and Richard Mytton, eſquires, the other 


candidates, and their agents, Robert Phillips, Tho- 
mas Phillips, and others; and by the partial pro- 
of William Smith, eſquire, then mayor, and 
judge of the poll, the ſaid John Kynaſton, and Ri- 
chard Mytton, procured themſelves to be returned, 
in manifeſt wrong to the petitioner : and praying &c. 
K k Ordered, 
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Ordered, that it be heard at the bar of the hotiſe, 
on the 14th day of Feb. nem. 

Nov. 16, 1709. A petition. (the ſame in ſub- 
ſtance)-of the ſaid Sir Edward Leighton, was again 


£ 


ed, that it be referred to the committee of the day of deftion, he went ta the town, to vote 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and for the petitioner ; but meeting Phillips, and telling 
report the ſame, with their opinion. bim his intention, he told him, be hould never be 
Dec. 19. Ordered, that it be reported to-morrow paid for the fix dozen of ſhoes, if ke voted for the L 
ing. | petitioner : whereupon he for the fitting-mem- , 
bers, contrary to his intention; and: was afterwards q 
paid for the ſhoes by Phillips: that Mr. Tongue, 
26 J. to be 


would be kinder to him, than Sir Edward Leigh- 
ton, and would help him to 251. out of the ftock, 
and 41. to put out his ſon apprentice : upon which, 
he faid, ſo vote, though he had before-promiſed to 


aſking if they made bribing people? he was knocked 
down by one Halſton : that he went to the polling- 
voted; and they did ſo in this laſt election as well Mr. Kinafton and Mr. Mymon, © .. 
for the petitioner, as the'fining-members, without Chandler, a conſtable, faid, he kept one of the 
any objeRtion : and that the firſt charter of the rown doors, and was aſked to let in à voter for Mr. 
was granted by King Charles the fnſt. ' Kinaſton and Mr. Mytton, but refuſed, unleſa he 
| might alſo let in one of the petitioner's voters: that 
he ſaw the voter for Mr, Kinaſton and Mr. Mytton, 
vote preſently, but the other was thruſt about, and, 
he beli not permitted to vote: chat he went 
to enquire for one of the petitioner's voters at a 


ting-members : and called Girtens, a ſhoemaker, 
living in this boraugh, ws faid, the fixring-mem- 
bers ordered 2000 pair of ſhoes to be made in the i 
borough ; and all the ſhoemakers in the town were 
employed to make them: he was ordered to make 
fix dozen by Mr. Mytton, and Mr. Phillips, fteward 
to Mr. Kinaſton, two years and an half ago: that he 


ſon in the exciſe, if he would vote 
rr 


to feteh his fon out of Cheffure. 

Peter Machen ſaid, that, about a fortnight be- 
fore the election, Mr. Harris, s ſervant of che pe- 
ritioner's, brought certain perſons, by the names 
of Pitts, to his houſe, and bid him treat them well, 
22 * 

„Sir Edward 


John Pke fad, be was "melee whe Mr. Cow- 
2 lend him five 


—— — — 7 and chen 
the reſolution was agreed to by the houſe, | 
The other reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed to by the houſe ; the return ordered to be 
amended, and new writ ordered. ; 
March 3, 1713. A petition of Corbet Kynafton, 
eſquire, was read ; ſetting forth, that the petitioner 
was a candidate at the election for this town, and 
_ had a majority of the burgeſſes who voted and of- 
| fered to vote for the petitioner; that Thomas 
Jones, eſquire, alſo a candidate at the ſaid election, 
was by himſelf, and others, guilty of notorious 
bribery, and indirect practices, did procure Jona- 
* Scot, eſquire, mayor, to refuſe the votes of 
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„ not 


feverat burgefſes, who tendered thetnſelves, and 
ought to have been allowed; and admitted ſeveral 
to vote for Thomas Jones, which ought not to be 
allowed, and in wrong of the petitioner, who ought 
to have been returned; the mayor was prevailed 
n faid Thomas Jones: wed ar of 

Ordered; that is de tefeireds to the commits of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report. it, with their opinion. Alſo | 

A petition of John Powell, Thomas Pearſon; 
William Doncaſter, Edward Wall, John Wood, 
Adam Crumpton, and ſeveral others, whoſe names 
are thereunto ſubſcribed, burgeſſes of, and mha- 
biting in this town, paying ſcot and lot, and not 
iving alms or charity, ſeveral of whom were 
refuſed their votes at the election for repreſenta- 
tives in this preſent parliament, was read; ſhewing, 
that Mr. Scot, mayor of this town, being in- 
in the intereſt of Edward Creſſet and Cor- 
ires, two of the candidates at 
faid town, did illegally refuſe 
the votes of ſome of the faid petitioners, and 

of the ſaid. town, who had right 

and admitted fifty other perſons in the in- 
the ſaid Mr. Creſſet and Mr. Kynaſton 
no right to vote at the ſaid election, by 
which means the petitioners think themſelves in- 
and do alledge, thar before, and after the 
ſaid election, Mr. Creſſet was guilty of bribery and 
corrupt practices : and praying they may be heard 
to ſuch matters, as can be objected againſt the ſaid 
mayor and Mr. Creſſet, relating to the ſaid election; 
and the rights of the petitioners eſtabliſhed. 

Ordered, that it he referred to the committee of 
F 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

May 21; 1714. Ordered the repott to be received 
on Thurſday next. 

27th, Mr. Medlycot, according to order, report- 
ed the matter of the ſaid election, as follows, 

The counſel for the petitioners againſt Mr. 
Creſſet, waved the matter as to Mr. ene and 


EE 


1 


admitted him to be duly choſen. 


The commirtee to examine the merits 


of the eleckion, as to the other two candidates. 


And the poll was, for Mr. Jones, 351. 

for Mr. Kynaſton, 276. 
The petitioners counſel alledged the right of 
election to be in the burgeſſes at large. 

For Mr. Jones it was alledged, to be only in 
the burgeſſes inhabiting within the borough, paying 
ſcot and lot. 

To prove the right alledged by the petitioner, 


were produced copies of twenty-one returns to par- 


liament. One 17 Edw. IV. another 1 Edw. VI. 
another 30 Eliz. another 43 Eliz. ansther 18 Jac. 
I. another 1 Car. I. and another 3 Car. I. by bai- 
1 15 Car. I. and 13 Car. II. by 

yor, aldermen, and burgeſſes: 4 returns in Car. 
U. : Jac. II. by mayor and burgeſſes: 2 1 
and Mary by mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes : 
returns in King William's time; one the 1 pig 
and another 4 fine, by mayor and burgeſſes. 

The petitioner's counſel called, 

Mr. Tonge and Mr. Finch; who ſaid, that in all 
elections, for 35 and 56 years paſt, the out-bur- 
geſſes voted without exception, until 1709, and be- 
fore that time were never diſputed. 

To prove the right of election in the inhabitant- 
burgeſſes only; the ſitting- members counſel pro- 
duced, 

Three 
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Hall told them, that the 


. mayor aſked ſome 
geſſes, and friends to the ſitting-members, if they £ 


Three returns 17 Edw. IV. by inhabitant-bur- 
geſſes of the town, with greater number of all the 


1 Marie and 2 and 3 Phil. & Marie two returns 
by bailiffs and inhabitant- and 

The teſolution of the Houſe of Commons on 
the 20th of December 1709, when the right of 
election was determined to be only in the burgeſſes 
inhabiting in the ſaid borough, or in the ſuburbs 
thereof, paying ſcot and lot, and not receiving alms 
or charity. 


The committee reſolved, 

I. | Thar the right of cling burgeies to ſerve in 
t for this borough, is in the mayor, al- 

dermen, and burgeſſes of the ſaid borough. 


To add 94 out- burgeſſes to to the petitioner's poll, 
their counſel gave in a liſt of their names, and 


7 


| 
3 
| 


: I 
7 F 


that 


3 


Sarah Williams ſaid, that on the firſt day of the 
eleftion in the ing before. the poll began 41 
of thoſe, who voted for Mr. Jones and Mr. Creſſet, 
were treated at the Three-Tuns by Mr. Brickdale, 
the ſitting - members were with them, and the meat 
brought in by his ſervant : and Mr. Brickdale, who 


ſallicited votes for him, engaged to pay the bill. 
Mr. Arthur Tonge and Mr. Scot ſaid, 


F 


another treat for his voters at Hall's houſe, upon 


the election day; that his bill came to eleven or 


debe pounds, and. de _fining-member promiſed 


payment. | 
Dorothy Richards id, that Richard Bucknall 


told her he was to have 5 1. of the fitting-members 
for his vote, and ſhewed her twenty ſhillings, 


which he ſaid, was part of the money. 


In anſwer to this evidence, were called, 
Sir John Bridgeman, Thomas Powell, eſquire, 


George Cleve, efquire, and Samuel Eliſha, who 


faid, they were preſent at the election; that the 
gentlemen, who were out-bur- 


would vote, and they refuſed it. 


That upon the cloſe of the poll on the firſt day, - 
the petitioner wiſhed this ſitting-member joy of his 


election: chat on the next day a great number of 
out · burgeſſes came into the hall, and made a hol - 
looing for Kynaſton and Creſſet, but not above 


four of chem to the bar, and demanded to be poll- 
ed; and theſe did not ſay for whom 1 


have voted. 


Wil. Kynaſton, eſquire, ſaid, the mayor directed 
the poll to be taken according to the laſt reſolution 


of the Houſe of Commons; and that upon the firſt 
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ſitting-member made 
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qualified 
Mr. Podmore faid, he believed there were one 
hundred at the election, who would have 
voted for the fitting-member, had out- 
been admitted, ſeveral of which had polled for him 
formerly, and declared they were now ready to 
do fo. 


John Powell ſaid, the petitioner gave John Tho- 
mas his kinſinan (as he rold him, the witneſs) four 


burgeſsſhip. 

That upon the laſt thankſgivieg-day, the petiti- 
oner gave the witneſs ten ſhillings to vote for him, 
and his intereſt, but he did not vote for him ; and 
till the ſecond night before the election it was not 
known he would be a candidate, 

Edward Podmore faid, that before any intereſt 
for voting, John Thomas told him, that the peti- 
tioner gave him money to buy his burgeſsſhip, and 
gave him more for his vote, 

2. That Thomas Jones, eſquire, is not duly 
„ Ireen 
for thi 

3. That Edward Creſſet, eſquire, is duly elected 
2 burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


4- That Corbet Kynaſton, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in 2 TOE? rey 


The faid 4 reſolutions deng roice nals were 
2 
amended. 


The petition of John Powell, Robert Pearſon, 


to the ſaid Mr. — ps wk 9—— 
OR. 18. 1722. A petition of Sir Richard Corber, 


petitioners : praying 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 
March 27, 1723. Ordered, that the report be 


received on this day ſeven-night. 


April gd. Ordered the ſaid report to be received 
on Tueſday next. 
gth. Mr. Gybbon reported the matter of the 


ſaid election, as follows. 


That the committee have examined the merits of 
-* Th 
© 


The petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that the right of 
election is only in the burgeſſes inhabiting in the 
borough, or ſuburbs thereof, paying ſcot and lot, 
od IT los or charity. 

or the ſitting members it was inſiſted, that the 
92 in general, whether inhabitants or not, 
have 4 right to vote. 

Fof the petitioners, copies of returns were pro- 
duced ; viz. 1 Marie, and 2 Phil. & Marie ; per 


Ballivos burgi, ville & Franches', ville Salop', ac 


homihes burgenſes, ac commorantes infra vill et burgum 
predifium inhabitantes : And, 


The reſolution the 20th December, 1709 ; when 
it was reſolyed, that the right of election for this 
borough, is only in the burgeſſes inhabiting in the 


borough, or ſuburbs thereof, paying ſcot and lot, the 


and not receiving alms or charity. 

That the ſitting - members counſel obſerved, that 
reſolution was founded upon the evidence of two 
| a7 only, contrary to ancient returns then pro- 

duced. 

And they inſiſted on the laſt determination of 
the houſe, as to the right of election, viz. 

27 May, 1714, when it was determined, that 
the right of electing burgeſſes for this borough, is 
in the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes of the bo- 
fough : and produced copies of 23 returns viz. 

9 Hen. IV. Les bailiffs et autres burgeys de meſme 

la burgh eftoient efluz per communalte des burgeys de 

meſme le burgh. 

1 Hen. VI. Pro communitate 

_ 17 Edw. IV. By n a and 
liberty of the town of Shrewſbury ; but one of the 
bailiffs refuſing to join in that return, 'there is a 
certificate, that the election was made by divers per- 
ſons therein named, inhabitant - burgeſſes of the town; 
with the greater number of all the burgeſſes therein. 

1 Ed. VI. Pe ballivos et communitatem burgen- 

fum ville, | 

30 Eliz. Per ballivos et burgenſes : and, 

43 Eliz.— 18 Jac. I. — 1 Car. I. and 3 Car. I. 
in the ſame form. 

15 Car. I. By mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes. 
Copies alſo were produced of twelve returns in 
ſubſequent reigns, all alledged, and admitted, to be 
made 7 mayor and burgeſſes. 

E admitted, that all returns, made 
before jon of this town, were by the 
bailiffs and burgeſſes; and, after the incorporation, by 

the mayor and burgeſſes, in general terms, without 
naming any diſtinction of burgeſſes. 

And the return made by the mayor, aldermen, 
and burgeſſes, 3 Martii 2 Will” et Marie was fign- 
ed by ſeveral perſons who were burgeſſes, not inha- 

' biting within the borough, or ſuburbs thereof, 

That the ſitting-members counſel / alſo produced 

an exemplication, under the great-ſeal; of an act of 

parliament, made in the 2 3d year of the reign 
of King Henry VI. upon petition of the. bailiffs 
and commons of the ſaid town, eſtabliſhing divers 
ordinances and conſtitutions aſſented to by them for 

the good rule and governance of the faid town for the 
future. By the ſixteenth article whereof, the audi- 

tors of the accounts of the bailiffs, and other town 
officers, are appointed to be annually choſen by the 
commons of the town, who are to aſſemble for that 
purpoſe, on a day- certain, upon the ring of the 
common-bell, which the bailiffs are to cauſe to be 
rung, and the burgeſſes to be choſen to parliament 
for the future, are to be choſen by the ſaid commons, 

In form as the ſaid auditors ſhall be. 


Mr. Phillips one of the aldermen, of the town 
Paxr II. 


- 
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faid, for fifty years paſt, the burgeſſes of all ſorts, 
as well country burgeſſes, as others, voted in all 
elections to parliament, till 1709; and after that, 
they tendered their votes. 

That the auditors are now choſen under the 
charter. of King Charles I. by the common-coun- 
eil of the town: that upon making up the accounts 
the bell is rung, and ſometimes country · burgeſſes have 
come there; that inhabiting · burgeſſes have a cow's 
paſture in the quarry, which ſoreign burgeſſes have 
not; that foreign burgeſſes pay not tolls; and if 
a foreign burgeſs comes and inhabits in the town, 
he has all the privileges with other burgeſſes. 
| Robert Wood, Richard Cheſhire, and Maurice 
Lloyd, who ſpoke for about forty years paſt, ſaid 
ſame, as to out-burgefles voting till 1709. 
And ſaid, that, at all elections, proclamations were 
made for all burgeſſes to come and poll without 
diſtinction of inhabiting, or not inhabiting; and it 
was proved that Arthur Tonge and Richard Finch 
(who gave evidence in the controverted election in 
1714, that for thirty-five or thirty-ſix years paſt, 
the out-burgeſſes voted without objection till 1709) 
were now not able to travel ; the firſt, becauſe of 
his age ; and the other, becauſe of the gout. 

The act of parliament 1 Edw. IV. cap. 1. ſect. 
17, was read; whereby all acts before made, for 
the good rule and governmens of the town, are 
confirmed. 

That upon the former act made on the petition 
of the burgeſſes, with a ſchedule annexed, of ſuch 
ordinances as they deſired to be eſtabliſhed by au- 
thority of parliament, the King's anſwer is endorſed 
in the following words; viz. 

Quoad id, quod per iſtam petitionem, et cedulam eidem 
petitioni annexam, concernit conſervationem pacis domint 
Regis, fiat, prout petitur: et quoad refiduum in eiſdem peti- 
tone et cedula ſpecificatum, fiat conſimiliter, prout petitur; 
proviſo ſemper, quoad quæ ad illud idem ręſiduum, nul- 
lum damnum, ſroe pr ejudicium, virtute præſentis allus, 
fat alicui per ſonæ Angliæ nate a villa Salop', et liber- 
tate ejuſdem, forinſece et extranee extra villam illam, et 
libertatem ejuſdem, commoranti. 

That the petitioners counſel urged, in their reply 
to this point, that this ſaving of right to the out- 
burgeſſes, in the act of Henry VI. could reſpect on- 
ly tolls, and exemptions from ſeveral local duties; 
and could not be intended to relate to elections to 
parliament. _ 

That then the committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament · for this borough, is only in the bur- 
geſſes inhabiting in the ſaid borough, or in the ſub- 
urbs thereof, paying ſcot and lot, and not receiv - 
ing alms or charity, 


The poll was then produced and the numbers 
were; 

For Mr. Kynaſton, 1144. Mr. Liſter, 1119. 

Mr. Bridgeman, 744. Sir R. Corbet, 725. 

That the petitioners counſel objected to 1000 vo- 

ters for Mr. Kynaſton, and 98; for Mr. Liſter, viz. 
Out- burgeſſes for Mr. Kynaſton, 711. 
for Mr. Liſter, 695. 

Mr. BrickdaleP#being called, ſaid, that the town 
is encloſed with a wall ; that he took the caſtle 
foregate, which is part of the wall of the town, to 
be part- of the town, and the buildings adjoining 
to the town-wall, and nothing elſe to be the ſub- 
urbs. 

That the mayor's juriſdiction extends in all re- 
ſpects five miles out of the town, within which 
limits of five miles, courts and ſeſſions are held, 
| LI. conſtables 


(3) 
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conſtables made, and all other acts done by the 
mayor, as within the town; and that he had gone 
with one of the mayors in his proceſſion there. 

That 142, who voted for Mr. Kynaſton and Mr. 
Liſter, and were inhabitants in the adjacent pariſhes 
of St. Chad St. Julian, St. Alkmond; and St. Mary, 
were objected to ; and it was proved that 132 of them, 
in thethree firſt pariſhes; viz. 91 in St. Chad's, 21 in 
St. Julian, and 20 in St. Alkmond's, were not rated; 
and the other ten in St. Mary's, though rated, 
did not pay; of which one was a ſingle vote for each 
fitting-member. _ 

That Mr. Brickdale delivered in three liſts of 
voters objected to by the petitioners, viz. 76 for 
Mr. Kynaſton, and F for Mr. Lifter : 

The firſt being a liſt of inhabitants in the pariſh 
of Holy Croſs, St. Gyles, and a place called Ma- 
rival, who did not pay ſcot and lot; fourteen of 
whom were for Ne Kynaſton, and fifteen for Mr. 
Liſter: 

The ſecond liſt of inhabitants in rhe ſaid pariſh 


and place, who did pay, but were objected to as 


living out of the borough, or ſuburbs z and were 
thirty for Mr. Kynaſton, and twenty nine for Mr. 
Liſter, 

The third lift was of inhabitants within the bo- 


rough, who pakd, but were not Fromm burgeſe 


thirty two for Mr. Kynaſton, and thirty three for 
Mr. Liſter. 

And Mr. Brickdale ſaid, it had been doubt- 
ed, whether the pariſh of Holy Croſs, or St. 
Gyles, was part of the borough, or not : 

That the inhabitants in that pariſh, who paid, 
had always voted : that there is a ſtone bridge, be- 
tween that pariſh of Holy Croſs and the town, and 
the river Severn runs between that. pariſh and the 
town, and between Abby-Foregate and the town; 
that the mayor exerciſed all juriſdiction in theſe 
places as in the town; that Abby-Foregate be- 
longs to the hundred of Cundover, which is not 
in the borough, or fubarbs of Salop, but in the 
county at large; and was annexed to the town of 
Salop, upon the diſſolution of monaſteries, as he 
had been informed : that the inhabitants thereof 
had nor the ſame privileges as the town- burgeſſes, 
though they had the laſt year a turn in the quarry. 

That twelve were objected to on different heads: 

Mr. Buckdale, and others, fpoke of fix of them: 
one lived at Cotton-hill, another at Cundover, 
another at Dogpool z one went out of the borough, 
two or three years before the election, another did 
not pay, another lived in the'cown and e. but 
was not a ſworn burgeſs. -- 

Robere Am Aer Me gde! four where- 
of, he ſaid, were rated only for ſtables, and put 
upon the rates but juſt before che election, and the 
fifth lived in Caſtle-Foregate. 

John Howdern faid, that Hay Blackewsy was 
rated with his father with whom he lives. 
That 59 were objected to on count of treats : 

s 'Chatrers ſaid, 38 voters for Mr. Kynif 
ton and Mr. Liſter were treated at the Bear, dur- 
ing the time of the election; that the managers for 
the ſirting-members, of boch John Foſbrooke 
was one, befpoke the treat for their burgeſſes; 


chat Mr. Kynaſton promiſed payment, and the bill 
came to 72 l. 168. 10. e e * Nr. 


Kynaſton and Mr. Lifter:” 


In anſwer to this, William Sooke ſaid, Foſbre6ke 
was in London che Gel day of rhe treat, and did 
not come to this town-till the third day of it. 


Rebecca Hughes ſaid, twenty dne of the voters 
for Mr. Kynaſton and Mr. Liſter were trend at 


the Bol, during the ele ies, by the Ming member, 


Samuel Roberts, Mr. Brickdale, the mayor, and 
others, ſkid, the mob, who were in the fttirg· mem- 
bers intereſt, diſturbed the poll, and inſulted the 
mayor, and the petitioners voters; and abuſed ſeve- 
ral of them. 

To add two to the patkioners prll, i Was prov- 
ed, they were inhabitant-burgefſes, and voted for 
the petitioners, but were not taken down. 

In anſwer to this, evidence was offered to qualify 
thoſe objected to; 67 for Mr. Kynaſton, and 66 for 
Mr. Liſter : and their counſel to prove 
that twenty three for Mr. Kynaſton, and twenty two 
for Mr. Liſter, lived in the vills adjacent to the 
town, and paid their fates in the pariſhes of 8. 
Chad, St. Mary, and St. Alk mond. 

That a queſtion aroſe, whether thoſe vilts and 
pariſhes adjacent, are part of this ancient borough, 
or the ſuburbs thereof: which the counfel fot the 
ſitting· members affirmed, and the petirioners de- 
nied it; the evidence relating thereto was as fol- 
lows. 

11 Hen. VII. A charter to che bali 
and burgeſſes of this dl cory view of Frank- 
pledge, and aſſize of bread, and all other proviſions 
ſold; and all forfeitures ofdelinquents, waifs and trays, 
in all and ſingular the vills, villages, and hamlets. ex- 
tra villam Salopiæ, ac libertatem ſuburbiæ prætinbtum 
ejuſdem, within the pariſhes of St. Chad, St. Mary, 
St. Alkmond, St. Julian in eadem villa, ac extra vil- 
lam; and in the vills, villages, and hamlets of Had- 
nall, Acton-Reynold, Myryden, Griſhill, Han- 
wood, Allerton, Onneſlowe, Preſton-Goball, and 
Pemeley, in the county of Salop, extra libertatem et 
freciniium diff ville Salopize : and the Retorna Bre- 
vium, and execution of all proceſs, within the fe- 
veral vills and places aforeſaid, out of the town, are 
granted to the bailiffs of the town, as Fully as they 
had the ſame within the town. 


34 H. VIII. A charter grattting to the bailiffs 


and burgeſſes of Salop, a parcel of land zdjoining 

to the ſtone bridge neat the ſaid town, called Mes 

ryvale, in the pariſh of St. Chad; and in the Fore- 

gate, paroel of the poſſefſion of the late abbot ; 

with all liberties, franchiſes, -juriſtiftions, and pri- 
enjoyed by the late abbot, or any of his 


28 Eliz. A chatter reciting, thar the inhabitants 
of the town of Salop had encreaſed and enlarged 


their buildings, and extended themſetves into the 


adjacent vills: therefore for putting the inhabitants 
of thoſe vills under the fare juriſdiction as the 
town, and enlarging their limits ; this charter or- 
dains that all the freemen and 
town, and of the ſubarbs thereof, and of ch: pa- 
riſhes of St. Chad, St. Mary, St. Alkmond, St. 
Julian, the Holy Croſs, and St. Giles ; and of the 
vills, villages, hamlets, and places within the faid 
pariſhes, or either, or any of them; and of the 
vill, villages, hamlets, or places aforeſaid, of Had- 
nall, A@on-Reynold, Myryden, Griſhill, Han- 


| wood, Allerton, Onneſlowe, Preſton-Goball, and 


Pemeley in the county of Salop, and Meryvale, near 
the ſaid town of Salop, any or either of them; for the 
future, for ever ſhall be, and are, incorporated, and 
made one body and politic, by the name 
of bailiffs and of this town; and all ſuch 
and the ſame liberties, franchiſes, privileges, juriſ- 
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$&ions and Immumities, are granted tothem, within 
the ſeveral places aforelaid, as the burgeſſes erjoyed 
Mithin the town of Salop; and the inhabirants of the 
reſpective places aforefaid, are made capable of be- 
ing made bailiffs, or other officers, of the corpora- 
tion. | LY | 

14 Car. I. A charter, reciting the former chat- 
ter, and incorporating the burgefles and inhabitants 
of the town, and all the other pariſhes, &c. before 
named, by the name of the mayor, aldermen, and 
burgeſſes of the town of Salop; and extending their 
limits, juriſdictions, franchifes, and privileges there- 
of, through all the ſaid pariſhes and places, reſpec- 
tively nained. | | 

A very ancient book belonging to the town was 
produced, beginning in the reign of Richard the 
ſecond 3 wherein is the following entry on the firft 
leaf of the book, viz. 

Nomina villar, villatar et hameltett', infra liberta- 
tem ville Salop. Eaton juxta Pyccheford, Betton 
Straunge, Altemere, Sutton, Mecle Bracy * * Pully- 
ley, Newbold, Whelbache, Whytley, Hantood Magna, 
Haswod Parva, Horton, Wodcot, Newton, Eptbald * * 
Meele Monachor®, Schelton, Onnyflowe, Bykton, Roſſa 
Magna, Roſſaw Parva, Calcote, Prefton, Dynchyll, 
Liton, Wolaſtote, Berwyk Leybron, Berwyk Parva, 
Aldemire Newton, Prefton Gubbald, Lee Murydon, 
Herdwyk, * * Burghton, Yorton Allerton, Clyve, Sand- 
awe, Aon Reynald, Grylle Shytt, Hadnall, Smethzcote 
Hafton, Adbrizt” Huſſeye, Adbrizt' Monchor, Harleſcott, 
Aﬀtley: Adbriztlhe, Battellfeld, Pymtey, Longenore 
Der bald, Hencote. 

Mr. Phillips being examined, ſaid, that the in- 
habitants of all thoſe vills and pariſhes had always 
voted, and were taxed to the land-tax with the 
town ; and that the mayor exerciſed the ſame juriſ- 
dition there in all reſpects, as within the borough , 
and, in his time, mayors (who are to reſide in 
the town) had, during their mayoralty, lived in 
thoſe vills, and the inhabitants of the pariſhes of 

Holy Croſs and St. Giles had always voted, under 
the reſolution of 1709: but ſaid, that above five 
years ſince, ſome perfons, who lived in thoſe vills, 
were turned out of the common - council, as not be- 
ing in the body of the town, the validity of which 
was difpured in the court of King's-bench; and 
iſſue was joined, but no tryal had, thereupon. - 

That the committee reſolved, : 

2d. That the whole pariſhes of St. Chad, St. 

Mary, St. Alkmond, St. Julian, the Holy Croſs, 
and St. Giles; and the ſeveral vills of Hadnall, Ac- 
ton-Reynold, Meriden, Hanwood, Grinſell, Oller- 
ton, Onſlow, Preſton-Gubald, Pimley, and Meri- 
yall, are hot within this borough, or the ſuburbs 


zd. Reſolved, that the ſeveral vills of Bicton, 
Betton, Alkmear, Longwar, Calcot, Whitley, Whel- 
bach Upper and Lower, Roſſal, Shelton, Oxon, 
Woodcot, Horton, Munkmeal, and Gooſehill, in the 
pariſh of St. Chad ; Great and Little Berwick, Al- 
mond-Patk, Newton, Albright-Huffey, Cotton-Hill, 
Leaton, Aſley, Merrington, Wolaſcot, Sanſaw, and 
Clive, in the patiſh of * Hencott, Albright- 
Lee, Preſton-Montford, Dintle, and Arlſcott, in the 
pariſh of Alkmond ; and Pully and Shelton, in the 
pariſh of St. Julian; are not part of the ancient bo- 
rough of Shrewſbury, or the ſuburbs thereof. 

That, to juſtify eleven votes objected to, the 

ing · members counſel produced witneſſes; who 
ſaid, two of them, viz. the miniſter and clerk of 
the pariſh, who were excuſed the rate, by reaſon of 
their offices, but always voted. 


3 


The Birbngh of Sttewenuky. 


That the other nine were fated, and the rates 


produced; but the witrieſs owned, though they were 


rated, they did not pay. , 


Bayley and Lloyd faid, thit Mr. Mytton afked 


votes, and treated at the Bell, on his own account, 
before he deſiſted from being a candidate. 

That the fitting- members inſiſted, the inhabi- 
tants of the pariſh of Holy Croſs and St. Giles, 
have a right of voting. 

The petitioners counſel inſiſted, that only part 
of the pariſh is within this ancient borough, or the 
ſuburbs ; and that part only had a right of voting. 
Mr. Skrimſhar faid, that the pariſh of Holy 
Croſs extends itſelf to a place called Merival, whictr 
lies between the town and the Abby=Forgate. 

Mr. Wood ſaid, the pariſh of Holy Croſs, St. 
Giles, or the Abby, lies nearer to the town, than 
the Abby-Forgate, which pariſh goes up to the 
town-bridge, to which bridge, Merival joins on one 
de. 

Mr. Philips faid, Merival is in St. Chad's; and 
that the Abby pariſh is nearer to the town than 
Merival. | | 

Thomas Barnes ſaid, the Abby pariſh joins to St. 
Jultan's, which is one of the pariſhes of the town; 
and that the Abby pariſh begins between the town, 
and the turning down to Merival, and is nearer to 
the town than Merival is. 

The committee reſolved, 

4th. That the pariſh of Holy Croſs and St. Giles, 
is not part of this ancient borough. 

Then the ſitting· members counſel offered to qua- 
lify eleven other voters objected to; and it was 
proved, that five were rated, and paid for ſtables in 
the town; four others were regularly rated, and 
paid; and the other two were diſqualiſied by the 
reſolution of the committee. | 

That it was proved, that ſeven dthers, who voted 
for the ſitting-members, though not ſworn bur- 
geſſes, had a right to be ſworn, and demanded it, 
bur were refuſed by the mayor. 

That fifteen appeared to be twice objected to by 
the petitioners counſel, under different heads of diſ- 
qualification. WIE, » 

The ſitting : members tounſe! dbjefted to 745 vot- 
ers for Mr. Bridgeman, and 718 ſor Sir Richard 
Corbet. | 

That it appeated, that 426 out-burgeſſes voted 
for Mr. Bridgeman, and 416 for Sir Richard Cor- 
bet. | 

That 86 voted for Mr. Bridgeman, and 87 for 
Sir Richard Corbet, who were inhabitants within the 
pariſhes of St. Chad, St. Alkmond, St. Julian 
and St. Mary, but did not pay the rates, 

That 129, who voted for the petitioners, were 
treated at ſeveral publick houſes in the town, during 
the time of the election; which treats, the witneſs 
ſaid, were upon the petitioners account; but they 
could not ſay who paid the reckoning ; only Powis, 
the drawer at the Talbot, ſaid, the bill at that houſe 
being 801. odd money, was paid by Mr. Adams, 
ah agent for the petitioners. 

That 25 voted for Mr. Bridgeman, and 17 for 
Mr. Corbet, who lived in the Abby-Forgate, or in 
the pariſh of Holy Crofs, or St. Giles. 

That 15 voted for the petitioners, who were not 
tated before the year of the election; and the wit- 
neſs ſaid, they were then only rated to ſerve a turn. 

That ſix others voted for the petitioners, who 
were not conſtant inhabitants of the town, and 
came thither but ſeldom. 

That nine others were not rated. 

That 
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Turner gave them two 


The Burengh of. SHREWSBURY: 


That 29, who voted for the were ad- , 
| mitted to burgeſs-ſhip in December laſt, under an 
order of the common- council, made 6th. of Dec. 
laſt, appointing the mayor and ſix of the common- 
council, or any three or more of them, to admit 
burgeſſes, paying ſuch reaſonable fine, as they ſhould 
think: fitting ; and the mayor to ſwear them accord- 
ingly : againſt which admiſſions, the ſitting mem- 
bers counſel produced 

A body of by-lays, under the corporation-ſeal, 


made by the mayor, aldermen, and afliſtanty of the 


town, dated 25th of Feb. 1717; by one of which 
it is ordered, that no perſon or perſons whatſoever, 


corporation, without the conſent of the mayor, al- 

dermen, and aſſiſtants of the corporation, or the 
major part of them, firſt had and obtained. 
And the counſel for the ſitting · members infiſted, 


chat all admiſſions to burgeſs-ſhip, ought to be by the 


whole body, according to that by-law ; and that the 
power to admit burgeſſes, could not be delegated 
to a leſs number; and therefore theſe admiſſions 


were void. 

That the petitioners und aſſerted Seren ; 
who held ſuch delegated power to be good, being 
made by the ſame authority as made that by-law. 

That ten were objected to as corrupt or bribed 
votes : and they called 

Powel ; who faid, that Abraham. Lloyd owned t to 
him, that dodtor John Hollings promiſed him, Lloyd, and 
41. to vote for the petitioners, and gave him one 
ſhilling in part; and Mr. Brickdale, the mayor, 
promiſed him four pounds to put out his daughter. 

Morris ſaid, Mr. Turner aſked. his vote for the 
petitioners, and gave him 31. for it. 

Wood faid, that Thomas Bowers, the bellman, 
told him, he was turned out of his office, becauſe 
he would not - promiſe to vote for the petitioners ; 
and was reſtored, upon promiſing to vote for them. 

Lloyd ſaid, that Mr. Bridgeman aſked his vote, 
and the votes of Vincent Lloyd, and his ſon ; and 
they promiſed, if paid their expences, and for their 
loſs of time: that they were fetched from Birming- 
ham by Sir- John Bridgeman's ſervant ;- and Mr. 

guineas. each to vote, but 
owned it was for their charges and loſs of time. 
Richard Oliver ſaid, that Mr. Turner having 
; promiſed him 3 l. to vote for Sir Richard Corbet, 
he went to Sir Richard for the money, who gave him 
half a crown, and ſaid, he would ſee him paid the 
reſt when Mr. Bridgeman came to town; and that 
he had received 11. 58. of the money. 


Evans faid, Mr. Falconer gave him fre ans | 


to vote for the petitioners ;, and he gave a note to 
repay it, if he was not a burgeſs. 

That Lee told him, Weis yeni" HY I I 
for the petitioners z N 
him in London to bear his 


John Alcock. ſaid, Mr. Turner gave him 71. to 


vote for the petitioners. 

I be ſitting-members counſel complained of great 
partiality in the mayor, in favour of the petitioners ;z 
and Morgan .ſaid, he had ſeveral times. heard | the 
mayor declare himſelf in favour of the petitioners ; 
and all endeavours for the ſitting-members would be 
in vain,, whilſt he could tell ten. 

Mr. Thomas Philips ſaid, the mayor alway 
partially in fayour of the petitioners. : that he — 
all burgeſſes that were in their intereſt, and refuſed 
all that were for the ſitting- members: and during 
the poll, he gave preference to the voters for the 
2 and poſtponed thoſe for the ſitting- 


carried his point: and would 


Mr. Mumien Lilo ſaid, that ſoon aſter Mi. 
Brickdale was ſworn mayor, in a diſcourſe relating 
to the election, he was deſired: to act honeſtly and im- 


partially in it; to which he anſwered, he would ſerve 
his friend; and as to boneſty, that was a jeſt ; and 


he would ſerve thoſe, who would give him moſt 


money, for his buſineſs was to get money ; and he 
was determined to ſerve the petitioners, and eſtabliſh 
their intereſt in the corporation to the next genera- 


tion : and after he had proclaimed the day for elec. 


tion, he declared, the petitioners would carry it, if 
he could count five; and offered to lay fifty guineas 
to five pound of it. 

ſhall thereafter be admitted a free-burgels of the ſaid | 


John Powell ſaid, that Mr. Brickdale told him, 
there was about ſix or ſeven hundred pounds ſent 


down to be diſtributed among the aldermen, 
and common- council, to carry on treating in the 
town for the petitioners: that now he had got a 


ſelect committee for admitting burgeſſez, he had 
carry the election for 
the petitioners, who ſhould have burgeſſes admitted 
for them; but Mr. Kynaſton and Mr. Liſter ſhould 
not have one: that Mr. Brickdale alſo told him, in 
caſe this election was carried on for the petitioners, 
he ſhould get a place of four or ſive hundred pound 
yearly : and, to engage the witneſs to be in their 
intereſt, promiſed to make him deputy-maſter of 
the houſe of correction under him; and offered to 
.give him 10 l. and to lend him 2 or 30 l. more: 
and becauſe he could not prevail, he arreſted him 

in a ſham action when he came to poll, and threw 
him in goal, and threatned his ruin; and Mr. 
Bridgeman's ſervant offered him three Seen to 
vote for the petitioners. 
For the petitioners, the counſel, on cheir reply, 
proceeded to qualify 33 votes objected to; viz. 

They obſerved, that 19 had been obyetted «to in 
different liſts, upon different heads, viz. four upon 
three different heads, and fifteen upon two: 

And as to ten others, objected to, 2s aſſeſſed only 
to ſerve a turn on purpoſe, they called, | 

John Hawdern ; who ſaid, that thoſe ten men 
were of ſubſtance liable to be rated; and were aſſe(- 
r paid their rates in 
$980. + 
And to invalidate the =; of John Powell, 
a witneſs for the ſitting- members; 

Sir Charles Lloyd and Rowland Vaughan ſaid, 


he was a perſon not fit to be credited. 
And on the other ſide, 


„ Harwood gave the like, charater of Rowland 


Vaughan. - 
The committee upon the whole matter reſolved, 
sth. That Corbet Kynaſton, eſquire, is not duly 


elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 8 
for this 


Sth. That Richard 1 PTL is not duly 


2 a N to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
this 


_: oth. That . Bridgeman, eſquire, is. duly 
elected a burgeſs, wo ſerve. in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 


_ $th, That Sir Richard Corbet, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, Wein this preſenc parliamens. for this 


borough. 


The dan an ecm were read eve an 
agreed to by the houſe. 
The ſeventh reſolution being read a ſecond time; 
the act of parliament, 7 and 8 Will. III. chap. 4. 
againſt expences in elections, was read: 
E was agreed unto by the 
RS 
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20 Regiſt 


31. 
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The eighth teſolution being alſo twite read, was 
alſo agreed unto by the houſe. 
And the return ordered to be amended. 


SOMERSETSHIRE. 


12 S county is ſituate in the weſtern part of 
the kingdom ; and was formerly under one 
:d Reg. and the ſame ſheriff with Dorſetſnire. It has re- 
31. 


turned knights to parliament, from the 22d of Edw. 
the firſt. Mr. Prynne has given one or two copies 
of returns. I don't find any memoirs of conteſted 
elections of knights of this ſhire before the Refor 
mation, nor any thing immediately relating to the 
election; but I cannot paſs by a remarkable action, 
brought by one of the knights of the ſhire (viz. Sir 
Hen. Hall) againſt Reginald Stowton, for detain- 
ing his wages, which the ſheriff had levied on the 
county ; upon which, the proceedings being very 
particular, I have thought proper to make the re- 
cord part of the Appendix. The modern memoirs, 


peadix. relating to its elections, are but few; and theſe here 


follow. 
Nov. 9, 1640. A petition of the freeholders with- 
in this county, referred to the committee for privi- 


Nov. 9, 1666, Sir Job Charleton reports from 
the committee of elections, touching the election of 
a knight for this county, between Sir John Warre, 
and Sir John Sydenham : that the committee had 
fully examined the matter, and heard the evidence 
on both ſides ; and were of opinion, that Sir John 
Warre was duly elected, and ought to fit : whereto 
the houſe agreed. ' 

April 5, 1690. A petition of John Speke, eſ- 
quire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected, by the majority of freeholders, to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this county : but the 


The County of SOMERSETSHIRE and Borough of SOUTHAMPTON. 


knight for this county, in the room of John Wallo, 
eſquire, made a cotrimiſſioner of the Treaſury. 

Jan. 5. 1723. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ; 
for elefting a knight for this county, in the room 
of the right honourable the Lord Naſſau Paulet, 
made auditor of the Exchequer .in Ireland. 


SOUTHAMPTON. 


139 


'HI S was a borough, ſituate within the COUNTY Liber 


of Hants, or Southampton, at the time of Domſeday 
the Conqueſt, as appears by the great Survey; and in Hantel- 


cire. 


as ſuch, was originally ſummoned to parliament, in 


the 26th of Edward the firſt; but in the 2d, and B. P. R. 
4th of Edward the ſecond, they made no returns: 295. 

and by King Henry the ſixth, made a town and Carte's 
county of itſelf. Its ancient form of election, ap- Hiſt. 6. 
pears from the returns. melt 


In the iſt of Edward the third, Univer/is &c. 1 Ed. III. 


major, ballivi, et cæteri comburgenſes ville Southamp- 
ton, ſalutem in Domino : Noverit univerſitas veſtra nos 
aſfignaſſe, et per preſentes conſtituiſſe dilectos nobis in 
Chriſto, Jobannem Forſt, et Nichum de Staumford, 
comburgenſes noſtros eſſendi pro nobis ad parliamentum 
Domini Regis, c. Whereby it appears, that the 
election was then in the mayor and burgeſſes. But 


in the 2gth of Henry the ſixth, the return was, 29 H. VE. 


Reſponſ. Thome Kirſon, et Thome White, ballivorum 
libertatis ville Southampton, pro parliamento tenend. 
apud Weſtm. in feſto Sancti Leonardi, prox. futur. viz. 
anno regni Regis Hen. VI. 29. 

Manucapt. Fohannis Payne, unius burgenſ. ville 
Southampton, pro parliamento preditio elefii, Thomas 
Payne, Johannes Gille. 

Manucapt. Nichi Holmbegg, alterius burgenſium ville 
South. Sc. Fohannes Kyrkeby, & Johannes Brockbyrſt. 

By this it appears, the return was made by the 
bailiffs. Theſe are all the memoirs of the ancient 


ſheriff adjourned the county-court, without the con- » form of election: thoſe ſince the Reformation are as 


ſent of the ſuitors then preſent ; and thereby hin- 
dered ſeveral of the freeholders from giving their 
voices for the petitioner ; and, by colour thereof, 


follow. 


March 18, 1580. Sir Henry Wallop, member D'Ewes 


for this town, being abroad in the Queen's ſervice, 


Journal, 


unduly returned Sir Edward Phillips, and Natha- was removed, a new writ was iſſued; and Fulk dons 


nael Palmer, eſquire, to ſerve for the ſaid county: 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

June 9, 1711. A warrant for a new writ, for 
electing a knight for this county, in the room of 
Sir William Wyndham, baronet, made maſter of 
the Hart and Buck Hounds, was ordered. 

July 8, 1712. Ordered, a warrant for a new writs 
for electing a knight, to ſerve for this county, in 


the room of Sir William Wyndham, baronet, made 


Secretary at War. =” 


SOUTHAMPTONSHIRE, or HAMPSHIRE. 


HIS is a very large county in the weſtern 
circuit of this kingdom : it has returned 


# Regiſt. members to parliament from the 22 Ed. I. but has 


not had any conteſted eleftions, until very modern 
times. 

The matters in the Journals, relating to its elec- 
tions, are theſe following. 

July 8, 1712. A warrant ordered for a new writ, 
for electing a knight for this county, in the room 
of Sir Simeon Stuart, baronet, made one of the 
chamberlains of the Exchequer. | 


April 16, 1917. Ordered, a writ for electing a 


Pazr Il. 


Grevill, eſquire, was returned, and fat : but Sir 
Henry Wallop, being returned from his ſervice 
of the Queen, Mr. Grevill was removed, and Sir 
Henry Wallop reſtored. (See Caſtleriſing and 
Norwich.) 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Sir Charles 
Wyndham, knight, complaining of an undue return 
of Thomas Knowles, eſquire, to ſerve in this par- 
liament, as a burgeſs for this town and county, in 
injury of the petitioner, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report it, with their opinion, to the houſe. 

Nov. 3o, 1689. A petition of Sir Charles Wynd- 
ham, knight, was read ; ſhewing, that he was duly 
elected, in the place of Richard Brett, eſquire, de- 
ceaſed, as a burgeſs for this town and county, by a 
majority of the electors there; yet that, notwith- 
ſtanding, by indirect practice, Mr. Edward Flem- 
ing is returned by the mayor and ſheriff, in prejudice 
of the petitioner, and to the apparent wrong of the 
electors: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion, to the houſe. 

Dec. 30. Ordered to be reported the next morn- 


ing. | 
M m 41(t, 
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31ſt. Mr. Grey reported, from the committee of 
privileges and elections, the * faid 
petition. 

The petitioner claimed to be choſen by the bur- 
geſſes and inhabitants of the ſaid town, paying ſcot 
and lot. 

Mr. Fleming claimed to be choſen by the mayor, 
bailiffs and ſelect number of burgeſſes of the cor- 

ration. 

And, if the right of ele don was in the burgeſſes 
and inhabitants at large, it was agreed, the petitioner 
was choſen ; if in the ſelect number, the ſitting- 
member. 

For the petitioner. — The counſel produced ſeveral 
returns of burgeſſes for the ſaid town; viz. 

28 Hen, VI.— 13 degernut.—Indentrs ſub fegillis 
ſuis. 

17 Ed. IV.— 12 elegerunt. — Indentur ſub figillis 
Wis. 

; 33 Hen. VIII. — about 36 burgeſſes and free te- 
nants elected. Indenture under their ſeals. 

1 Mari. — Aſſenſu burgenſum et inhabitant” 
ville Southampton elefti ſunt. — Indentura ſub fill. 
burgenſ. et inhabitantium pred. 

43 Elix.— Burgenſes ville pred. qui in plens comi- 
tatu inter fuerunt, elegerunt. — Iadentura fob figiths 


21 Jac.— In pleno com. per afſenſ. burgenſium es in- 
babitant. ejuſdem ville elefli furrunt. — * * ſub 
Agillis ſuis. 

1 Car. I. — Burgenſes et inbabitant* ville et comi- 
tatus pred. eligi fuerunt . ſub figillss ſuis ſeparatum. 

30 31 Car. II. — Et al. burgenſes et inhabitants 
ville pred. elegerunt. — ſub figillis ſuis ſeparatim.. - 

Hancock and Watts ſaid, they had known ſeveral 
elections for the {aid town; and that the ſcut and lot 
men uſed to elect, and have ſeveral times palled ; and 
uſed to have the poors books at the poll, and were 
never denied : and particularly, they voted for Mr. 
Brett, and Sir Benjamin Newland at this laſt con- 
vention; and that they fat in the houſe, as elected: 
and colonel Fleming then polled the ſcot and lot 
men himſelf. 

Lyne ſaid, he had borne all offices 3 and the ſcot 
and lot men always choſe : and, this time, they 
combined together to indemnify the mayor, in caſe 
Sir Charles Wyndham ſhould bring an action. 

Berkenhead ſaid, he had known the town 14 

years, and is now a burgeſs; but was admitted to 
poll as a ſcot and lot man, before he was a burgeſs; 
and ſigned the return. 
For Mr. Fleming: — It was inſiſted, that the 
right was in the corporation; and that they were 
a corporation, time out of mind; and none, but 
members of the had made any returns, 
from the 6th of Edward the ſixth, till February 
1679: and produced the charter, in which there 
was an inſpeximus of a charter of King Henry the 
fecond, Quod bomines ſu de Hampton babeant et 
teneant Gildam ſuam, et omnes libertates et conſuctudi- 
nes ſuas : and produced returns; viz. 6 Ed. VI. 1 
Mariæ, 1 Eliz. 16 et 15 Car. I. 31 Car. II. 30 Car. II. 
22 et 13 Car. II. 

"Clements and Pocock faid, as to all the names 
mentioned in theſe returns, he had ſearched the cor- 
-poration-book, and found their names, as of the 
guild and burgeſſes of the ſaid rown : and 

Pocock owned, he took the poll at the conven- 
tion, and Mr. Brett was choſen and returned by the 
ſcot and lot men. 

Upon the whole martter, e 
1. That the right of election of burgeſſes, to 


* 


ſerve in parliament, for this town and county, is in 
the burgeſſes and inhabitanrs of the ſaid town and 

2. That Edward Fleming, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, 
for this town and county. | 

That Sir Charles Wyndham is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
town and county : whereto, upon their being twice 
read, the houſe agreed ; and ordered the return 
to be amended. | 

March 24. A petition of Arthur Shallet, mer- 
chant, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner, with 
Sir Charles Wyndam, were duly elected for this 
town and county; notwithſtanding one Robert Cul- 
liford, the ſheriff, hath returned Sir Benjamin New- 
land, one of the burgeſſes, in prejudice of che pe- 
titioner : and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 

Oct. 17, 1690. A petition of Anhur Shallet, 
(the ſame in ſubſtance with the former) was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 

Nov..29, 1695. A petition of John Smith, ef- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner is duly, 
elefted a member, to ſerve in this preſentypaslia- 
meat for this town and county : but by the undue 
practices of Sir Benjamin Newland, and his friends, 
they have obtained an undue return for him; which 
the. petitioner is ready to prove: and praying c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the cumtmittee of 
priyileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, to the houſe. 

March 14th. Ordered to ag aan 
next. 

17th. Mr. Gwyn, according to * reported 
from the ſaid committee, d . as it appeared 
to them. | 

The firſt queſtion, between the petitioner and 
Sir Benjamin Newland, was upon the right of elec- 
uon. 1 87 | 

That the petitioner inſiſted, that the right of 
election was in the mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes - inha- 
bitant, and other inhabitants of the ſaid borough ; 
and that the out-living burgeſſes had no right to 
vote. a . 

That. for Sir Benjamin Newland, it was inſiſted, 
that the aut-living burgeſſes had a right to vote, as 
well as the burgeſſes- inkabitant. 

That the poli began on Friday; and was continued 
by ſeveral adjournments till Monday : that on the 
Friday night, when the poll was adjourned, there were 
for the petitioner 171, for Sir Benjamin Newland 1 70. 

But of thoſe, who were polled for the petitioner, 
one Comyns was ſet down with a guere; who, on 
Monday, upon further examination, was diſallowed: 
and it appeared allo, that the mayor and bailiffs 
voted on Friday. 

The petitioner's counſel called Watts; ha ſaid, 
he was one of thoſe, who took the poll for Sir 
Benjamin Newland, the petitioner, and the reſt oi 
the candidates; and allowed by the mayor: that 
the poll uſed to be finiſhed in one day: that before 
he wrote any, they were allowed by-the mayor ; 
but Comyns was ſet down with a guere : that, on 
Friday, the poll was adjourned, between two and 
three of the clock : that before it was adjourned, 
the mayor aſked, if there were any more to poll? 
but none offered, but thoſe who had been diſallowed 


by 
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by the mayor: that a little before the achournment, 
he informed the mayor, by a paper, that Sir Ben- 
jamin Newland had loft it by one: that the mayor 
ſaid, he found cauſe of adjournment: that Sir Ben- 
jamin Newland and Mr. Smith both oppoſed the 
adjournment ; but the mayor faid, in regard of the 
noiſe, he would adjourn to a more private place ; 
and then adjourned to Saturday, 10 of the dock, and 


_ then adjourned to Monday. 


That Faſſet and Hinſon were refuſed on Friday, 
and polled on Monday: that at former elections, 
out- living burgeſſes have been polled, but marked 
to be tried upon any queſtion in parliament. 

For Sir Benjamin Newland, were called, wo 
prove the fairneſs of the election, and the right of 
the out-burgefſes, Mr. Markham, the mayor, and 
three others ; who ſaid, the out- burgeſſes had al- 
ways voted at elections, and they never knew them 
excepted to, except colonel Norton, who was c- 
cepted to by Sir Robert Henly; whereupon colonel 
Norton ſaid, he came to vote for Sir Robert Healy; 
but becauſe Sir Robert Henly had excepted to him, 
he would vote againſt him, and juſtify it; which 
he did; and no complaint was made of it: that 
the out-burgefſes voted for mayors, &c. and have 
choſen mayor : . 

That, at this election, it was agreed to go by the 
poor's books; and the mayor did fo : 
that the poll began on Friday, between feven and 
eight, and held till between three and four; dur- 
ing which time, the mayor was not off che bench: 
that before the note given him by Watts, he ſpake 
of the adjournment, and aſked Wars, how he 
durſt give him any fuch note before the poll 
was Cloſed ? and one of the clerks ſaid, Sir Benzz- 
min Newland had carried it by two: that the tra- 
ſon, the mayor gave for the firſt adjournment, was, 
becauſe of the tumult, by which, ſeveral, particu- 
larly Webb, were hindered from polling ; ani &- 
veral were abuſed, particularly Bucket. who polled 
for the petitioner and Sir Benjamin Newland ; 2nd 
ſome were ſet down with a quere. 
| That the reaſon of the adjournment, on Satur- 
day, was, becauſe of the market-day, and the tu- 
mult of the people : 

That, on Monday, the out-burgeſics polled for 
both; and Comyns being diſallowed by confcar, 
the poll was caſt up, and the numbers Cre 

For Sir Benjamin Newland, 182. 
For the petitioner 174. 

That the petitioner endeavoured to juſtify 11, 
which were diſallowed : and called Lille, who faid, 
Robinſon was an houſekeeper and freeholder ; but 
could not ſay, he paid to church and poor: —That 
Talbot had paid the poor's rate, four years ; and 
the reaſon, he was not on the ratc at the clec- 
tion, was (as the overſeers told him) becauſe be 
kept the money to pay for the books. 

That Burgis's houſe was in the preamble of the 
town, and had voted for ſeventeen years, and paid to 
the poor of the town: but it was anſwered, that he 
lived in Milbrooke pariſh, and had been conſtable 
there. 

That William Guibons claimed his vote in the 
ſtreet on Saturday; but could not ſay, it was be- 
fore the poll was adjouraed : 

That Robert Comyns hired an houſe at Midſam- 
mer; but it was proved on the other fide, that his 
name was inſerted in the poor's book, after the rate 
was made: 

That Richard Tyler is an inhabitant, and hath 
paid to the poor formerly: that Thomas Ofely is 
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an inhabitant, but fallen to decay: that James Ed- 
monds pays to the church and King's tax: that 
Pigeon is an inhabitant, and has voted formerly: 
that Edward Doby pays to church and King's tax. 
Then the petitioner excepted to ſeveral, who voted 
for Sir Berjamin Newland. | 
Antony Pole was proved, by Liſle, only to rent 


peared, he was miniſter of one of the pariſhes in this 
town, and had a particular apartment of the houſe, 
where he maintained his family; ard they were 
only removed, becauſe of the ſmall-pox, and re- 
turned before the election: 

That Butler did not pay to church and poor 
but it was proved, he was a miniſter of another 
pariſh in this town, and excuſed by the pariſhioners 
by favour : 

That Gaſſe, Charles Smith, and Downer, did 
not pay; but it was proved, they were all three 
burgeſſes. 

That it was agreed, that there were 11 out - living 
burgeſſes, who voted for Sir Benjamin Newland. 
That the petitioner alſo inſiſted on ſeveral ill prac- 
tices: and called Mr. Erle; who ſaid, Hammond 
had promiſed the petitioner, but his wife was 
threatened by Mr. Winter and Mr. Cornelis, if 
he did fo, to turn him out of his place. 

Adderly faid, that Beal and Ward brought him 
a letter (as they faid) frem Brandon, an agent at 
Portſmouth, which he refuſed to read; but was 
told, ics contents were, if he would vote for Sir 
Benjamin Newland, the agent would take off all his 
biſcuit, he being a baker, and gratity him with a 
bill of 100 I. which the ſaid agent would take out 
in bread. 

Liſle faid, Mr. Seale firſt promiſed the petitioner, 
but ſaid afterwards, he would not, becauſe he had 
bern promiſed to have his ſervant diſcharged, who 
was preſſed, which was worth 10 l. 

Then the committee reſolved, 

1. That the out-living burgeſſes, as well as the 
burgefics inhabitants, and other inhabitants, paying 
fcor and lot, have a right to vote for electing 
members, to ſerve in parliament, for this town and 


2. That Sir Benjamin Newland is duly elected a 
burgefs, to ſerve in parliament, for this town and 


Boch of which, being twice read, were agreed to 
by the houſe. 

Feb. 19, 1711. The houſe, according to order, 
proceeded in the conſideration of the report from 
the commiſſioners for ſtating the public accompts 


an houſe, and his family was removed, tho! it ap- 
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and ſcveral depoſitions and papers were read: and See the 
that part of the ſaid report, relating to Adam Car- Appendix. 


doonel, eſquire, was read; and Mr. Cardonncl was 
heard in his place, and withdrew. 

And a motion being made, and the queſtion be- 
ing put, that the taking a gratuity of 300 gold 
ducats, annually, from the contractors for bread 
and bread-waggons for the army in the Low 
Countries, by Adam Cardonnel, eſquire, ſecretary 
to the general there, a member of this houſe, was 
unwarrantable and corrupt; it was reſolved in the 
affirmarive. | 

Reialved, that the ſaid Adam Cardonnell, eſ- 
quire, be, for the faid offence, expelled this houſe. 

26th. Ordered, that Mr. Speaker do iſſue his 
warrant to the clerk of the Crown, to make out a 
new writ for the election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in 
this parliament, for this borough, in the room of 
Adam Cardonnel, eſquire, expelled this houſe. 

SOUTH- 
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SOUTHWARK 


HIS borough is within the county of Sur- 
ry, and ſeparated from the city of London 
by, the river Thames only. The ancient right of 
election doth not appear; nor any memoirs before 
the Reformation ; but ſince that time, in the journals 
of the houſe of Commons, are theſe following. 

Feb. 26, 1592. Upon a motion of Sir George 
Moore's, touching the election of one Richard Hut- 
ton, returned into this houſe one of the burgeſſes 
for this borough, and ſuppoſed to have been indi- 
rectly made; and fo prayed to be farther examined 
by ſome committee of this houſe, and then to be 
reported over to the houſe for farther order in the 
ſame; and a committee was accordingly appointed. 

March 1ſt. Mr. ſerjeant Yelverton, one of the 
committees for examination of elections and returns, 
&c. ſhewed, that he, and the reſidue of the com- 
mittees, did meet in the afternoon &c. 
and Mr. Heile ſhewed the ſtate of ſome elections; 
amongſt which the bailiff of this borough electeth 
himſelf by the name of Richard Hutton, gentle- 
man ; and the indenture returned by the ſheriff, is 
Richard Hutton, bailiff. Whether this be good? 

6th. Mr. Speaker was to move the 
Lord Keeper, for his lordſhip's order in the caſe of 
the borough of Southwark, in the allowance of 
Richard Hutton already returned ; or elſe in award- 
ing of a new writ for chuſing another, at his lord- 
ſhip's pleaſure. 

8th. Mr. Speaker ſhewed unto the houſe, that ac- 
cording to the appointment of the houſe, he had 
attended the Lord Keeper, touching his lordſhip's 
pleaſure, for the directing of a new writ for the 
chuſing another burgeſs for this borough, in- 
ſtead of Richard Hutton, ſuppoſed to have been 
unduly and indireQly elefted. ——His lordſhip's an- 
ſwer was, that the faid return of a burgefs for this 
borough, ſhould ſtand, and continue according to the 
return for the ſame, without taking any notice of 
any matter of fa& therein, or in the election at 
all. 

March 2, 1623. Mr. Glandvile reports from the 
committee the caſe of this borough.—20 to 20. One 
of the committee miſ-writ, ſo had not his voĩce.— 

Agreed. Three perſons agreed to be put in 
election; Mingy, Yarrow, and Bromfield. — Yar- 
row one, without queſtion. Some of the burgeſſes — 

Two indentures returned : Yarrow in both. 

Queſtion for other two. All held this a void 
return for the incertainty. For the election thus 

Pretended, Mr. Mingy ſhould uſe indirect prac- 


tices, by keeping out the burgeſſes; but this not 


proved. 
Again ſaid, the indenture raſed; but this ap- 
peared not neither. — Mingy brought a witneſs or 


two, that he had the moſt voices upon oath: one 
witneſs to the contrary; who ſaid, Mingy moſt 
voices at firſt, but after not, when a courſe taken 
for diſcovery, Mingy offered to give them thanks : 
they cried, © for nought ;” and cried, © no Mingy.” 
One circumſtance more. —Charged Mr. Bromfield, 
that his indenture antedated. The ſenſe of the 
committee, that, if the election due, that no miſde- 
meanor. Bromfield offered to relinquiſh to Mingy, * 
but that not after he was choſen.— Leaves 
the conſideration of this to the houſe. 

Agreed, chat after a man is duly choſen, he can- 
not relinquiſh. 
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To have a new writ, and refer it to the burgeſſes. 


Ordered, that the election and return of Mr. Yar- 
row ſhall ftand good, and that he ſhall fit in the 
houſe ; and that a new writ ſhall go down for a new 
election of another burgeſs. 

June 26, 1661. Serjeant Charlton made report 
from the committee of privileges and elections 
touching the election for this borough, that the ſhe- 
riff gave judgment upon view, at the firſt drawing- 
out for Sir Thomas Bludworth and Mr. Moore; 


ham and Mr. Thompſon : and at the fecond draw- 
ing-out, divers of the cleftors were gune ; and 
judgment given, upon the view, an hour and half 
before the poll was demanded for alderman Lang- 
ham and Mr. Thompſon : and the opinion of the 
committee, that the poll was too late demanded ; 
and that Sir Thomas Bludworth and Mr. Moore 
were duly elected, and ought to fit : whereto the 
houſe agreed. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Sir John Shor- 
ter, and Thomas Smith, eſquire, complaining 
of an undue return of Sir Richard How, knight, 
and Peter Rich, eſquire, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, as burgeſſes for this borough, 1 
of the petitioners, who were duly elected, and 
ought to have been returned, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
1 and elections, to examine the matter, and 

March 24, 1680. A ion of the inhabitants 
and burgeſſes of this borough, touching the elec- 
tion for this borough, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 26, 1688. A petition of the inhabitants of 
this borough, complaining of an undue election and 
return of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent conven- 
tion for this borough, and of divers undue practices 

A queſtion was put, that the petitioners, who 
e 
it: but was 

r 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the fame, with their opi- 
nion. 

May 2, 1689. Colonel Birch reported from the 

The queſtion was, whether any, who did not pay 
ſcot and lot, had a right to vote? 

For the petitioners it was infifted, that none had 
a right to cleft, but thoſe who did pay ſcot and 
lot : of which number it was alledged Mr. Smith 

That, according to the poll taken by the bailiff, 
Sir Peter Rich had 1677 — Mr. Arnold, 2130 ;— 
Mr. Smith, 1526; Mr. Bowyer 1360. 

Bur ſuggeſted, that of thoſe who paid ſcot and lot, 
Mr. Smith had 664, — Mr. Arnold 626, —— Mr. 
Bowyer, 538,——Sir Peter Rich, 464. 


faid, he lived in the next pariſh to the borough, 


but had no vote: that he never heard it 


difpured, 
but by lofing-members, but that all perſons, being 
inhabitants, who did not receive alms, nad 
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and hath ſeen many elections; and this was as fair a 
poll as any he ever ſaw: the Mint pays ſcot and lot 
to St, George's church. 

Mr. Lane, born in this borough, in the 55th year 
of his age ſaid, he had been at ſeveral elections: he 
never knew an exception to any inhabitant who paid 
40s. rent, and did not receive alms : that the Mint 


Mr. Fins faid, he had lived in the Mint 64 years, 
and vored for 50 years : he remembered the elec- 
tions of Mr. Holbourn and Tuckney, and Mr. Hol- 
land; and it was faid, that any, who paid collec- 
tion to the pariſh, had a right to vote, in caſe they 
did not receive alms. 

Sir Robert Mayos ſaid, he was preſent and voted 
at the election, and has voted for ſeveral; and 


Then the agreement of the candidates, to poll all 
houſekeepers, not receiving alms, was read. 
For the petitioners :— The counſel delivered in 


Joſeph Shebbeer ; who ſaid, he ſaw ſeveral fign it : 
that, when they ſaw all perſons admitted, they drew 
up that paper, and tendered it to the bailiff, who 
refuſed to receive it. 


William Thomas, who lived in the pariſh of St. 


Mary Overye's, ſaid, he came an apprentice in the 


borough in 1633, and has continued there almoſt 
ever ſince: he remembered ſeveral elections; and, 
ee gp predpagtrrncy 

was by the inhabitants, who paid to the poor, 


though but an half-peny a week; and fo it conti- 
nued till Mr. Thompſon's election. 

Marringley ſaid, the firſt election he remembered 
was Mr. Holbourne's, and then none, but who paid 
to the poor, were polled, though never fo little; 

Paar II. | 


| — IND 29-0 Go cokx 


= at Mr. White's and Mr. Bagſhaw's 
in St. George's-fields, all, who did not 
ſcot and lot, were defired to ſtand off; and 
was done at Mr. Holborne's ; but there 
at Mr. Thompſon's : he polled, and 
held 5 days; and he was aſked, where he 
aut he was an houſekeeper, and paid 
poor? that he polled the firſt day; but 
e 


8 


The committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of election of burgeſſes, to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in all the 
inhabitants of the ſaid borough, being houſekeep- 
ers, not receiving alms. 

That Sir Peter Rich, knight, and John Arnold, 
eſquire, are duly elected burgeſſes, to ſerve in this 


- parliament, for this borough: which being twice 


read, were agreed to by the houſe. 

March 27, 1690. A petition of Sir Peter Rich, 
and Sir Thomas Cook, knights, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioners being candidates in 
this borough with Anthony Bowyer and John Ar- 
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nold, eſquires, the petitioners agreed to ſeveral ar- 


ticles, for taking the poll, not heretofore uſed, in 
hopes it might produce a peaceable eſſect: but that 
contrary thereto, divers of the petitioners pollers 
were beaten and wounded, and ſeveral kept from 
the poll table by indirect practices, that would have 
voted fur the petitioners; and upon the coming up 
of a party of 300 eminent traders that would have fo 
voted, one of the candidates, with one Bellamy, 
fell into great ſhouts and hallooings, aſſiſted with 
the conſtables therein, crying. No papiſts, no 
King James's-men, no criminal, no evidence ;” 
continuing an uproar to fuch a degree, that the bai- 
liff was conſtrained to achourn the poll till the 
next day, whereby moſt of thoſe perſons were un- 
polled, and were fearful of coming again, by rea- 
ſon of the rudeneſs they had met with; by which 
means alſo many hundreds are yet unpolled for the 
petitioners ; and as many polled on the other fide, 
who had no right: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred ro the committee of 

Vi and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

October 11th. A petition of the ſaid Sir Peter 
Rich, and Sir Thomas Cook, knights, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioners, with Anthony Bow- 
yer, and John Arnold, eſquires, were candidates 
at the laſt election for members, to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough, where the petiti- 
oners conſented to all methods they had propoſed, 
upon confidence it would produce a peaceable poll; 
but on the contrary, ſo many ill practices were 
made uſe of by one of the other candidates, and 
his agents, againſt the petitioners, and thoſe who 
voted for them; that ſome hundreds went away, and 
remain unpolled, in prejudice to the petitioners : and 


praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
and elections, to examine the matter, and 


knight, was read; ſhewing, that the petition- 
2 Anthony Bowyer, and Charles Cox, eſquires, 
were candidates, at the election of members, to 
Nan terve 
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ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this boraugh; 


which election began the 23d of October laſt, and 


continued, by ſeveral adjournments, until the 28th . 


day of the ſame month; during which time, the 


petitioner and his friends were riotouſly aſſaulted and 


no to their great diſcouragement, by the 

ts and managers for Mr. Bowyer and Mr, Cox: 
p 5 William Eyre, eſquire, bailiff of the ſaid 
. ++ committed many unjuſt practices, by em- 


ploying diſhoneſt clerks, who polled ſeveral four or 


five times over, and 4 or 5 out of one houſe ; by 
denying a ſcrutiny, though the petitioner demand- 
ed it; by cloſing the poll ſooner than he promiſed 
to do, when the petitioner's friends were abſent ; by 
making three haſty. proclamations, contrary to the 
known cuſtom of the kingdom; and many other 
devices which he uſed, and by which means the pe- 
titioner loſt his election, to his manifeſt n. and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 24th. Ordered to be reported on the Friday 
following, 

- 27th. Mr. Sollicitor Gena) reported, from the 
committee, the matter upon the ſaid petition. —— 
That the committee had examined the merits of the 
election: that the majority was allowed to be with 
the ſitting-members : that the petitioner inſiſted, that 
by riot and tumult made by ſeveral perſons that 
-appeared againſt him, he loſt many voices : and 
.that, after the poll, a ſcrutiny was demanded, and 
denied him. For the petitioner, 

Cowper and Cornmill ſaid, there was a great 
croud drawn up for Mr. Bowyer and Mr. Cox, of 
which about 500 horſe ; and ſome of them croſſed 


Sir George Meggot, ond Jolties Rik, but ſaw no 


riot. 
Folland, and others, ſaid, chat near St. George's 
church, 12 or more came, with ſtaves in their 
hands, and cried out, No Meggot,” and ſtop- 
-ped the petitioner's coach, and ſtruck the coach- 
man, and the coachman them, and at laſt knocked 
down the coachman. 

That Lawrence, who was near Sir Sm Meg- 
ern coach, had his head broke. 
Pledwell ſaid, that, he crying out, he was for 
Sir George Meggot, they ſaid, knock him down.“ 


He ſaid, he ſaw ſeveral unknown perſons to him, 


who would have voted for the petitioner, but were 
frightened from ſo doing: that he went to the 
church to poll for Sir George Meggot, but could 
not get in, till he cried out, A Cox, a Cox” and 
-then he got in, and polled for Sir George Meggot. 

Ingley ſaid, that three, who polled for Sir George 
Meggot, were ſet down to Mr. Bowyer and Mr. 
Cox, but one was afterwards corrected ; and that 
he was forced to cry out for Cox, before he could 
get in to poll. 

- Cornmill faid, there were 60 miſtakes in caſting 
up the poll, to the diſadvantage of the petitioner. ; 
but could not ſay but they were corrected after. 

- - Lorimer, and others ſaid, a ſcrutiny was demand- 
ed for Sir George Meggot, and denied, except for 
ſuch as had been marked with a Q. 

For the ſitting- members: — John Ladd and Tho- 
mas Malyn ſaid, that, telling the petitioner how 
much Mr. Bowyer and Mr. Cox out- polled him, 
and wondered why he would go on with the poll; 
the petitioner replied, he did not value it, if he loſt 
it there, for he had friends enough to carry it in che 
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houſe of commons; and ſaid, he would lay gl 
he would be in the houſe, _ 

Then the committee reſolved, | | 

That Anthony Bowyer, eſquire, is duly elected 
2 to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough. 

That Charles Cox, eſquire, is duly elected a bur- 
gels, to ſerve in this parliament, for this borough, 

That the petition of Sir George Meggot, com- 
plaining of an undue eleftion for this 1 is 
vexatious, frivolous and groundleſs. | 

The ſaid reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe, 

Reſolved, that Sir George Meggot 0 pre- 
ferred to this houſe a groundleſs and vexatious pe- 
tition, relating to the election of members to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this borough, and 
having ſcandalized this houſe in declaring, That 
< without being duly choſen, he had friends enough 
* in the houſe to take him into the houſe,” be 
taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms attending 
this houſe, 

Reſolved, that Sir George Meggot do make fa- 
tisfaction to the members of this houſe he petiti- 
oned againſt, for the coſt and expences they have 
been put to, by reaſon of ſuch petition. 

Nov. 23d, 1696. A complaint being made to 
the houſe, that Sir George Meggot had proſecuted 
at law ſeveral perſons, for what they teſtified this 
laſt ſeſſion, at the committee of privileges and elec- 
tions, upon the hearing the matter touching the 
election for this borough; 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter of 
the faid complaint; and to report the ſame, with their 
opinion therein, to the houſe. 

Dec. 4th. Colonel Wharton reported, from the 
ſaid committee, the matter as it appeared to them 
upon the ſaid complaint. 

To prove the complaint, was called Mr. Hug- 
gins, an attorney, who ſaid, he was employed to 
appear for Mr. Malyn and Mr. Ladd, at the ſuit 
of Sir George Meggot ; Mr. Lake, the attorney, 
having taken ont a writ againſt them : and accord- 
ingly he did appear, and received a declaration, 
ſeverally, againſt either of them. 

Copies of the ſaid declarations were produced to 
the committee, and read; and therein it is taken 
notice, that Anthony Bowyer, eſquire, and Charles 


Cox, gentleman, were returned to ſerve in parliament 


for this borough : that he, the ſaid Sir 

Meggot, thought himſelf aggrieved by the aid 
return, and petitioned the houſe of commons for re- 
lief in the ſaid matter: that the ſaid petition was 
referred to the committee of elections, at which 


committee the ſaid Malyn and Ladd did, falſly and 


maliciouſly, ſay and affirm, that Sir George Meg- 
got did ſay, if it coſt him 5001. he would carry the 
election; and if he could not have juſtice done him 
abroad, he had friends enough in the houſe to bring 
him in, right or wrong: and that the ſaid Malyn and 
Ladd afterwards at the ſaid committee did, falſly 
and maliciouſly, ſay and affirm theſe words; viz. 
Sir George Meggot did ſay, that if it coſt him 
<< 500 or 1000 pounds, he would have right; and 
that he had friends enough in the houſe to 
bring him in, notwithſtanding, whether he were 
elected or not;“ by which means, he was taken 
into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, and detained to 
the end of that ſeſſions ; and put to great expences, 


to the damage of 3000 pounds. * 


rn . n 
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That Mr. Lake a called on him for pleas 
* ſaid declarations; and he did thereupon plead 
thereto, ſeverally, the general iſſue, counſel having ad- 
viſed him ſo to plead, the declaration not having ſet 
forth the words aright: that Mr. Huggins afterwards 
called on Mr. Lake, to know if he would carry on the 
ſaid cauſe; who told him, he would no further pro- 
ceed, unleſs Sir George Meggot would give him ſecu- 
rity to ſave him harmleſs; and that thereupon he gave 
rules, and obtained non - ſuits upon both declarations; 
and 31. 3 8. coſts was allowed him in each cauſe, 
which he received, but it was not near — 
they had been at. 

Mr. Halſey ſaid, that at the laſt election of bur- 
geſſes for this borough, he told Sir George, it would 
be unneceſſary for him to ſtand a poll; and Sir 
George did ſay, he had laid by 1000 pounds, and 
had not expended above 100 pounds, and had goo 
pounds left to expend at the houſe of commons : 
and being aſked where it was ſaid ? he anſwered, at 
the time of polling ; but he knows not who heard it 
beſides himſelf, though he diſcovered it 12 months 
fince, to Mr. Northey and others. 

There were no witneſſes for Sir George Meggot. 
His counſel obſerved, as to what Mr. Halſey ſaid, 
it was not complained of, or referred to the commit- 
tee ; and as to the proſecuting Ladd and Malyn, by 
Sir George Meggot, it was begun out of ignorance, 
and that there was no arreſt ; but Sir George, thinking 
himſelf injured by this gvidence, thought he might 
lawfully have done himſelf right by an action; 
though, as ſoon as he was better adviſed, he deſiſt- 
ed, and ſuffered a non-ſuit, and paid the coſt : and 
he had orders to ſay from his client, that he was 
ſorry, if he had hereby offended the houſe.——The 
counſel ſubmitted it to the committee; that the wit- 
neſſes not being here upon oath, and fo not liable to 
be indicted for perjury, it might be inconvenient, if 
there was no way to puniſh them for any falſe reſt 
r they might give. 

The committee reſolved, that Sir George Meg- 
got, having proſecuted at law, Mr. Thomas Malyn, 
and John Ladd, for what they teſtified at the com- 
mittee of privileges, the laſt ſeſſions, upon the mat- 
ter touching the election for this borough, is guilty 
of a breach of the privilege of the houſe. 

The ſaid refolution being twice read, was agreed 
to by the houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Sir George Meggot be 
taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, attending 
this houſe. 

OR. 24, 1702. A petition of John Lade, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the election for bur- 
geſſes, to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, 
the petitioner, Charles Cox, and John Cholmley, 
eſquires, were candidates: that the poll began the 
15th day of July, and continued till the next day in 
the afternoon; at which time, the petitioner had 
ſome hundreds, who came to poll for him ; but a 

great riot was begun, and carried on by the agents 
and ſervants of Mr. Cox, and Mr. Cholmley ; 
whereby not only many perſons, who came to poll for 
rhe petitioner, were violently aſſaulted and beaten, 
but alſo the conſtables and officers, who were there 
to keep the publick peace; ſo that the petitioner 
(who could otherwiſe: have polled the majority of 
legal votes) and thoſe that came to poll for him, 
not thinking themſelves ſafe, were neceſſitated to 
quit the place of polling, proteſting againſt the 
ſame; yer the bailiff proceeded for the other can- 
: didates,. and by reaſon of the violent proceedings, 
and other corrupt practices, of the bailiff, procured 
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themſelves to be returned, to the prejudice of the 
petitioner : and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. g. Ordered to be reported to-morrow. 

roth. Mr. Bromley reported from the committee, 
the matter, as it appeared unto them, upon the ſaid 
petition. That the counſel for the petitioner in- 
liſted, that the election was void, becauſe a riot 
was committed by the ſervants and agents of 
the ſitting-members, at the time of the elec- 
tion; and to be heard as to the right of the 
election. 

They called ſeveral witneſſes; who ſaid, that on the 
16th day of July, being the 2d day of the poll, there 
was a great tumult and riot, occaſioned by about 
10 of Mr. Cox's draymen, who were diſtinguiſhed 
by grey hats, with red ribbands : that being joined 
with the ſervants of Mr. Malyn (Mr. Cox's bro- 
ther- in- law) and many others, they did, with their 
hats in their hands, ſtrike divers perſons, and clear- 
ed St. Margaret's-Hill (where the poll was taken) 
of thoſe who came to vote for the petitioner, and 
hindered many of them from coming to poll ; and 
others could not come to it, without hazard and diffi- 
culty : that therefore the poll was cloſed ſooner than 
it had been the night before ; and that the conſtables 
were not able to do their duty in keeping the peace. 
One of the conſtables ſaid, he ſaw a man, that owned 
he belonged to Mr. Cholmley, beat another : he 
would have carried him to the Compter, had he not 
been reſcued by others, that were for Mr. Cox 
and Mr. Cholmley. He ſaid, the place of polling 
was pretty clear, though the 
from it: that Mr. Cholmley called upon him to 
keep the peace, but he durſt not venture amongſt 
them. Another conſtable ſaid, the diſorders were 
from the zeal. of both parties; but that the men 
with the grey hats, were the moſt remarkable in 
them ; and that he was called upon by one of the 
ſitting-members, or by the head-bailiff, to keep the 


peace. 

Jones ſaid, that ſpeaking to one of the men with 
a grey hat and red ribband, not to make a riot 
he anſwered him, they did nothing, but what they 
were ordered : that Mr, Lade did, on Friday morn- 
ing, proteſt againſt their proceedings, and went 
away ; but all things were then very quiet. 

For the ſitting-members, witneſſes were called to 
prove the impartiality of the bailiff. 

They ſaid ; that after the diſorders began, the 
voters came not fo faſt to poll, as before: that 
ſeveral were polled during the ſame ; but not any, 
as they remembered, for the petitioner : that they 
thought this as quiet an election, as they ever knew in 
the borough, unleſs one of Mr. Bowyer's: that on the 
Friday morning all was ſoquiet, that one might freely 
come to poll: that they ſaw one Walker, who was 
for the petitioner, and had been drinking, very diſ- 
orderly, and ſtriking ſeveral with his hat and peruke 
in his hand; which ſome of the petitioner's witneſſes 
had owned; but ſaid, that Walker was puſht by 
others, and that then they believed he might do as 
they did ; and that thoſe, who were for Mr. Cox 
and Mr. Cholmley, began the diſorders. Some cf 
the conſtables ſaid, they heard Mr. Cholmley pro- 
poſe the adjournment to Mr, Lade, for fear of 
miſchief ; and that he conſented to it. 

Ratcliff ſatd, he was abuſed for voting for the 
ſitting· members, and inſiſted after to poll for the 
petitioner. 
I 1. Hereupon 


fighting was not far 
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ought to vote, but ſuch as were liable 
wages to their members; and thoſe were 
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other indirect praftices, deterred many perſons from 


giving their votes for the petitioner ; and by fouch 


means, and diſperſing ſcandalous papers, they have 
procured themielves to be elected and returned: 
and praying cc. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
rn 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 14. 1711. I 


and illegal proceedings of Mr. 
Martin the bailiff, the petitioner had the 


of legal voters, and ought to have been returned: 


and they deſired the reſolution of the houſe, in the 
convention-parhament, upon a controverted election, 
to be read ; whereby the houſe agreed with the 
committee, that the right of election was in the 
houſekeepcrs, not receiving alms.. 

That the counſel for che petitioner defired rhe 
whole report to be read; and obferved from it, that 
this was no new elaim, now itt up; and chat in Mr. 
Thompſon's election, thoſe only, who paid ſcot and 
lot, voted ; and urged, that at former elections, the 
houſekcepers, not receiving alms, had been fer in 
to vote, by articles agreed on between the candi- 


praying | 
Ordered, thar ir be referred two the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Feb. 4. Ordered 10 be reported on Thurſday nexr. 


dates, which ought not to alter the right. Some of called 


the witneſſes for the members, faid, they had 


heard of articles at former elections, but did not 


remember what they contained. 

They then proceeded as to indirect practices: and 

produced notes, under the hands of Mr. Cox, and 
another juſtice of the peace, for diſcharging ſeveral 
perſons from the poors-rate ; and ſome of theſe 
notes had poſtſcripts, to this effect: That they 
* were taken off at the inſtance of Mr. Cholmley ;” 
ſeveral of whom voted for the ſitting- members. 
That the books of St. Olave's veſtry were pro- 
| duced, where was entered this irregularity ; and the 
perſons ſo diſcharged, ordered again to be rated in 
the next rates · that all theſe notes bear date before 
this laſt election, and none later than 3d of April 
1702. 

3. That the committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is only in the inha- 
bitants, paying ſcot and lot. 4 

4. That Charles Cox, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this prefers parliament for 
this borough. 


5. That John Chotmley, eſquire, ia not duly 


elected a burgeſs, n e e 


for this borough. 
6. Thar the des eden of burgelics; os ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is a void election. 
The faid rcfohnions, being ſeverally read a ſecond 


time, 21 -houſe, and a new writ 
ordered. 


Dee. 5, 1710. A petition of John Lade, Gebe 
was read; ſhewing, chat at theele@Qion-of 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borongh, 
the petitioner was duly elected, and ought to have 
been returned: but Mr. John Cholmley, and Sir 


Charts Cox, and their agents, by their threats, and | 


that on Friday, the 21ſt of December, — 
proclamations made ſor the voters to come in, and 
na more coming, the bailiff cloſed the poll in the 
town- hall; and then he, and ſeveral friends appoint- 
ed on each ſide, caſt up the votes: and all having 
agreed the poll, the bailiff, in the town- hall, declar- 
ed the numbers, and that Sir George 
a majority of 16 ; and cauſed the cryer to proclaim 
the numbers twice : after that the bailiff ſaid, there 


That on the 21ſt, Mr. Lade demanded a copy of 
the poll; and the bailiff ſent him a copy of the 
book of one pariſh, on the 24th of December, and 
the other two on the 29th; and on the Monday 
after, the bailiff proceeded on the ſcrutiny - that 
Sir George Matthews came to the place, and pro- 
teſted againſt the ſcrutiny, and went away ; and all 
lia · friends were turned out of the room, becauſo 
they were nat of St. Grorge's pariſh, which was firſt 
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if any 

ed to, 

was 

and 

but he 

counſel : that ſeveral voters and agents on both fides 
were at the ſcrutiny, and made objections, and were 
heard ; 


were called Peck and Bartlet; 
ſoon as the books were caſt up, 
the numbers were, they and one 
a ſcrutiny for Mr. Halſey : 
that they demanded the ſcrutiny ſeveral times, im- 
mediately before and after the numbers were de- 
clared and proclaimed ; and the bailiff granted it : 
and being aſked when, ſaid, it was impoſſible to 
determine that, for it would take ſome time to copy 
the poll-books : that he would at the ſame time 
give a copy to each candidate, as ſoon as they could 
be made, and then he would appoint the ſcrutiny: 
that there were inſpectors and agents on both ſides, 
at the ſcrutiny, who objected, and acted as ſcruti- 
neers; and Mr. Lade, who was for Sir George 
Matthews, excepted to ſome of the votes. 

Skinner ſaid, there was no publick notice given 
of the ſcrutiny; but on the Saturday night before 
it began, he gave notice to both candidates, by a 
letter from the bailiff, and that it would begin for 
St. George's pariſh on the Monday following, at 
ten of the clock, at the King's- arms tavern, at St. 


$-hill. . 
That 150 votes were to on the ſcrutiny 
and the bailiff heard both parties fairly : that the can- 


didates had copies of the poll-book of St. George's 
pariſh on Monday after the poll was ended ; and on 
the Monday morning, when the ſcrutiny began, 
they had the other copies: that the perſons, who 
at the ſcrutiny for Sir George Matthews, 
voted for him, and had right ſo to do. 
That the committee then reſolved, | 
1. That at the late election of a member, to ſerve 
in this parliament for this borough, the poll being 
- cloſed and caſt up, and the majority of votes declared, 
by proclamation, for Sir George Matthews, Henry 
Martin, eſquire, the bailiff, could not proceed to a 
ſcrutiny, not having adjourned to any time or place. 
Then the committee proceeded to hear the matter 
of bribery and corruption, alledged againſt the 
petitioner : as to which, Rook was called; who ſaid, 
on the 8th of November, Sir George Matthews 
went round St. Saviour's pariſh : that Mr. Parker, 
who ſolicited for Sir George Matthews, paid 1s. 
18d. and 28. and 6d. at ſeveral houſes for beer: and 
Parker told him, he had paid a reckoning of 101. 
at the Fountain tavern ; that another reckoning of 
13 or 148. was paid for beer, for about 20 voters at 
the Bell, by two other perſons, who treated for Sir 
George: that Sir George was at the Fountain; and 
becauſe he could not ſtay, had ſome meat from the 
ſpit, and deſired to be excuſed ; and ſaid, he had 
left a gentleman to ſupply them with wine, or what 


they thought fit. | 
Harris ſaid, 281. were expended at his houſe, and 


colonel Meggot had the bill ; but could not fay it 
was on Sir George Matthews's account. 

Ratcliff ſaid, Sir George Matthews's kinſman 
paid him 25 8. for beer, had on the election-day, 
and that 208. were expended there before. 

Parr II. | 


Francis ſaid, that, before and at the time of the 
election, he ſaw Sir George Matthews pay about 
201. at the Vine, in Blackmore-ſtreet : that his vote 
was then aſked for Sir George by him, and when that 
money was paid, the drawers told the company, 
they were all welcome, and there was nothing more 
to be done, unleſs they paid themſelves. 0 

Cormel ſaid, there was a great deal of money ex- 
pended after Mr. Cholmley died: that he ſaw a 
bill of 81. at the Vine for the voters, delivered to 
Sir George in company and thinks, he might 
ſafely ſay, Sir George engaged to pay it : and ſaid, 


the company told him, they had been treating at the 


Vine. | 

White ſaid, Arnold and Baylis, who voted for 
Sir George, paid him a bill of 3 1, for beer for the 
voters, expended at his houſe, 

The committee reſolved, 

2. That Edmund Halſey is not duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

3. That Sir George Matthews is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. ' 

The ſeveral reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe : and the return ordered to 
be amended. 

Reſolved, that at the late election of a member, 
to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, Henry 
Martin, eſquire, the bailiff of this borough, was 
guilty of arbitrary and illegal proceedings, in breach 
of the privilege of this houſe, and tending to the 
ſubverſion of the freedom of election. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Henry Martin, eſquire, be, 
for his ſaid offence, taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant 
at arms attending this houſe. 

March 4, 1713. A petition of Sir George Mat- 
thews, and Samuel Ruſh, eſquire, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that the petitioners, John Lade, and Fiſher 
Tench, eſquires, ſtood candidates at the election for 
this borough : that by bribery, and other illegal 
practices of the bailiffs, -Mr. Lade and Mr. Tench, 
they have procured themſelves to be refurned, in 
wrong of the petitioners, who had a majority, and 
ought to have been returned: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 6, 1714. Ordered to be reported this day 
ſevennight. 

13th, Ordered to be reported this day ſeven- 
tight. 

20th. Sir Gilbert Dolben reported the matter of 
the ſaid election, as follows. | 

That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
inhabitants, paying ſcot and ſcot. 


The poll was, for Mr. Lade, 792. 
for Mr. Tench, 770. 
for Sir Geo. Matthews, 721. 
for Mr. Ruſh, 710, 


The petitioners objected bribery, and indirect 
practices, in the ſitting- members; and that the 
bailiff had refuſed ſeveral of the petitioners voters; 
and called 

Jonathan Horton; who ſaid, he was no voter, 
but was employed by one Newhouſe, to find out 
perſons that had been bribed in this election: that 
one Gtegory offeted him, that Mr. Bartlet, who 
ated for the ſitting- members, ſhould give him 
twenty or thirty pieces to quit Mr. Ruſh's intereſt ; 
and this inquiry: that * Reynolds told him, he had 
30s. to vote for the ſitting-members ; and Coats told 

Oo him, 
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him, he had a guinea to vote for the ſame ſide, but be for him, for he underſtood be had left the 


he did not know whether Coats voted. 

Reynolds ſaid, he voted for the ſitting- -members, 
and had no money for his vote ; but he offered Mr.. 
Ruſh to give evidence: that one Morgan forgave him 
a debt for it; to which Mr. Ruſh anſwered, that would 
not be bribery ; thereupon he offered to ſay Morgan 
gave him 308. and Mr. Ruſh ſaid, that would do 


very well, and bid him give full evidence againſt the 


ſitting· members; telling him, he need not ſwear 
it, but only come to the houſe of commons and 
ſay ſo, for they dealt all upon honour there: Mr. 
Ruſh told him, he ſhould be kindly dealt with for 
it, and he has been, ſince his voting, taken off 14 s. 
yearly in the window-tax, which Newhouſe pro- 
miſed ſhould be done, for being an evidence. 

Richard Whitcombe ſaid, Reynolds told him, 
Morgan gave him 30 s. in 
William Aſhcroft told him, King, a diſtiller, 
promiſed him 50 s. and they ſaid, it was for their 
votes for the ſitting-members, elſe they had voted 
for the petitioners. | I 

Mr. Jones ſaid, he was preſent when Reynolds 
came to Mr. Ruſh's houſe, and offered to teſtify he 
had 30s. given him; and ſaid, he wanted a hat and 
perriwig to appear in; to which Mr. Ruſh anſwer- 
ed, his perriwig would do well enough, if he combed 
it; and he ſuppoſed, he would not wear his hat be- 
fore the committee. 

Charles Coats ſaid, he had a guinea offered him 
to vote for the ſitting · members, but he neither 
voted nor took the money. 

Charles Pleydwell ſaid, Coats offered to vote for 
the petitioners for two guineas ; and ſaid, he had 
been offered a guinea for the ſitting· members. 

Joſeph Bedwell ſaid, that Samuel Farrow, who 
all along declared for the petitioners, ſaid, he voted 
for the ſitting-members, becauſe 31. was ſpent at 
his houſe, and Mr. Lade gave him once 155. above 
his reckoning. 

John Bread(el] and John Baſcombe ſaid, that 
Aſhcroft. declared, that King gave him a note of 
his hand for 50 8. to vote for the ſitting· members, 
elſe he ſnould have voted for the petitioners. 

George Nicholls ſaid, that Aſhcroft told him, 
King aſked him to vote for the ſitting-members ; 
and he anſwered, he would not, unleſs King paid 
him 51. he owed him; upon which King threw 
down a guinea, and ſaid, he ſhould never have 
that, unleſs he voted ; and that Sir Charles Cox, 
who voted for the ſitting-members, ſaid, he would 
undertake he ſhould be paid the 51. and bid him go 
and vote. 

William Winter ſaid, he ſhould have voted for 
the petitioners, but voted for the ſirting-members, 
becauſe Hall, Curl, and Dean, their agents, pro- 
miſed to lend two thirds of 20 1. for a year without 
intereſt, but after his vote he could not get the 
money; and that John Taylor, who is ſince dead, 
told him a fortnight after the election, that he be- 
lieved it was in his power to lend him 1001. if he 
would not appear to give evidence ; but he anſwer- 
ed, he had been NN 
he would not do it for 10001 : that the three 
agents deſired him to conceal their offer, leſt | they 
ſhould ſuffer ſor it. 

Sir Iſaac Shard ſaid, that ten days before the 
election, he heard Mr. Tench ſay at Wyatt's coffee- 
houſe, that he had been ſucceſsful in all his matters, 
and would not loſe the election for 10,000 l. 

Richard Lowe, Cook, ſaid, that when Mr. Lade 
aſked him for his vote, he anſwered, be could not 


T 


pawned; and 


church, and had gone over to the diſſenters; to 
which Mr. Lade anſwered, the churchmen were all 
rogues, at leaſt they had been ſo to him ; that the 
diſſenters could not be ſo falſe as the churchmen 
had been; and that he did not care who voted for. 
him, ſo as he got into the houſe: that he had loſt a 
great deal of buſineſs upon Mr. Lade's account; 
once for voting for him, when he was on the other 
ſide; and that the treaſurer of St. Thomas's hoſpi- 
tal threatned he ſhould loſe their buſineſs, if he did 


not vote for him now; and he was told, he ſhould. 


loſe their Eaſter buſineſs, if he came here. | 

Francis Weſt ſaid, his ſiſter was threatned to be 
turned out of St. Thomas's Hoſpital, if he vated 
againſt Mr. Lade; and therefore he . 
although he had promiſed the petitioners. 

Henry Wickenden ſaid, that upon the 1 5th day 
of Auguſt laſt, one Sarah Harris deſired ſilver of 
him for 18 guineas; that ſuſpecting the guineas, 
he weighed them, and found them a great deal too, 


light, and they appeared to be filed 3 upon which 


he carried her before Mr. Lade, where | ſhe declar- 
ed ſhe had the guineas from one Mrs. Perth, a 
pawnbroker, in Farthing-alley ; upon which. Mr. 
Lade ſaid, Perth, her huſband, was a good fort of 
a man, but granted a warrant to ſearch their houſes ; 
and Harris, Mrs. Perth and her huſband, were 
brought before him, and Mr, Tench, the witneſs, 
ſwore he had the guineas from Sarah Harris : ſhe 
ſwore ſhe had them from Mrs. Perth and her huſ- 
band, who owned the delivery of them to Harris 3 
upon which Mr. Lade ſaid, Mrs Perth muſt find 
bail, or go to goal; but afterwards he let her go, 
upon her huſband's word for her appearance the 
next Tueſday; at which time, the witneſs demand- 
ed of Mr. Lade, if ſhe was forth-coming ? he an- 
ſwered, ſhe was not; but if the witneſs bad the 
guineas, he was ſafe: that this matter lay thus till 
January, when Mr. Ruſh and Mr. Meggot com- 
mitted Mrs. Perth: — that Mr. Perth voted for the 
ſitting-members. 

Edward Beale faid, that he tendered his poll. for 
the petitioners, but was refuſed, without any rea- 
ſon; Wr 
his name is in the poor's- book. 

Mr. Whitcombe ſaid, the bailiff refuſed ſeveral 
votes for the petitioners, and admitted others in the 
ſame circumſtances for the ſitting-members : ns 
he refuſed Thomas Leach, a miller, in St. 
fields, who rents 30 J. y nen 
pay to church and poor 3 and alſo refuſed Joſeph 
Oviatts, becauſe his name was not in the poor · rate, 
though he pays the rate in the place of his wife's 
father, who paid it before: the miller and Oviatts 
tendered their polls for the petitioners, but the bai- 
liff refuſed them; though he admitted others in worſe 
circumſtances for the ſitting-members, who did not 
rent above 10 J. yearly, and did not pay to the 
church and poor. 

That, upon this refuſal, the petitioners declared to 
the bailiff they would trouble him no farther, but 
refer the cauſe to the houſe of commons, and pro- 
teſted againſt his proceeding, and the poll was 
broke up : that ninety-four perſons, whoſe names 
he had in a liſt, were then coming to poll, and were: 
hindered voting by this proteſtation : they all paid 
to the poor, and promiſed to poll for the petitioners, 
but he did not fee any more than two of them 


tender their poll to the bailiff. 


That. to juſtify the poll, and prove bribery en the 
petitioners, were called 
Joſeph 
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Joſeph Skinner, who ſaid, the poll was adjourn- 
ed till eight o'clock the. third day, and not opened 
till two hours after: the bailiff ſent for the petition- 
ers, and ſeveral polled for them that day. 

Baily and Hall ſaid, they were preſent when the 
miller came to the poll, that Mr. Tench denied 
his poll, and 'Mr. Ruſh demanded ir, and up- 
on the miller's declaring he did not pay to the 
church and poor,- the bailiff ſaid, he was not 
a pollable man, and that he durſt not poll him: 
whereupon Mr. Ruſh faid, we have no farther bu- 
ſineſs here: this was what was wanting; Sir Gegrge, 
let us go; we will ſeek redreſs elſewhere. 

John Burnham ſaid, he voted for the ſitting- 
members, but was offered a guinea by one Pocock 
to vote for the petitioners. 

Edward Freeman ſaid, he voted for the petition- 
ers, becauſe Mr. Iſaac Chitty lent him 4 1. on his 
note, payable on demand. - 

Samuel Cook ſaid, he was promiſed to be taken 
off the poors-book if he voted for the petitioners ; 
he deſired to be for who he would, and inſtead of 
taking him off, they have doubled him. 

That the ſitting-members inſiſted upon their ma- 
jority, and objected to Sir George Matthews's qua- 
lification. That in the rental given in for ſuch 
qualification, amounting to 314]. yearly, a houſe and 
lands at Twickenham, in Middleſex, valued at 
1601. per annum, are not of that value: and 
called 

Timothy Child, the collector of the land - tax for 
Twickenham-pariſh ; who ſaid, the ſaid houſe and 
lands in the time of ſerjeant Ryley, the former 
owner, were rated to the land- tax at ol. yearly 
only; and that now the houſe and lands, with the 
additional purchaſes, are rated together at 53 l. 10s. 
yearly, and were never rated for more; and that 
all Sir George Matthews's eſtates in that pariſh are 
included in that rate, and produced the aſſeſſment 
to the land-tax, wherein Sir George Matthews ap- 

to be ſo rated. 

The committee reſolved, 

1. That John Lade, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

2. That Fiſher Tench, eſquire, is nat d u lyelect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. ' 

3. That Sir George Matthews, baronet, is not 
duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
Iiament for this borough. 

4. That Samuel Ruſh, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

The ſaid ſeveral reſolutions being twice read, 
were agreed unto by the houſe, 

Reſolved, that the election for the ſaid bo- 

rough, is a void election. 
May 8. A petition of Tho. Lant and Sam. Ruſh, 
eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that the 29th of April 
was appointed for an election for this borough : 
that the petitioners, John Lade and Fiſher Tench, 
eſquires, were candidates; but by corruption and 
other illegal practices of the bailiff of the borough, 
as alſo Mr. Lade and Mr. Tench. . . their agents, 
the faid Mr. Lade and Tench are returned in wrong 
of the petitioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar of the houſe, 
on Thurſday come ſeven-night. | 

11th. Ordered, that it be heard on this day fort- 


night. 


25th. The houſe proceeded in the hearing, and 


the counſel were called in, and the petition read ; 
and the petitioners counſel examined ſeveral wit- 
neſſes touching the affirmation which was adminiſ- 
tered to the people called quakers, inſtead of the oath 
of abjuration. | 

And ſeveral ſections in the ack of the 5th and 
8th. years of King William, cap. 34. and in the act 

of the 6th of Queen Ann, Cap. 23. were read : 
the form of the affirmation adminiſtered to them 
was alſo read, and the counſel heard. | 

A motion being made and the queſtion being 
put, that the quakers, who made their affirmation 
in the form tendered to them, inſtead of the oath 
of abjuration, by the bailiff of this borough, upon 
the late eleftion of members to ſerve in parliament 
for this borough, had a right to vote in the ſaid 
election. 

It paſſed in the negative. 

Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid election be 
heard again on Tueſday next. 

June 1. Ordered, that it be adjourned to this day 
ſeven-night. — 5 

8th. The houſe proceeded on the ſaid hearing, 
and the counſel were called in, and ſeveral witneſſes 
were examined on the petitioners behalf. 

Ordered to be heard again on this day ſeven- 
night. | 

15th. Ordered to be adjourned to this day ſe- 
ven-night. 

22d. Ordered to be adjourned to Friday 
next. 

25th, The houſe proceeded in the ſaid hearing, 
and the counſel were called in. 

And the petitioners examined ſeveral witneſſes ; 
and their counſel were heard. 

And the ſitting- members counſel proceeded in 
order to make good the votes of William Thom- 
pſon, and ſeveral other quakers, which the petiti- 
oners counſel had objected to, touching whom the 
counſel on both ſides were heard, | 

Reſolved, that William Thompſon, by taking 
the ſolemn affirmation, in the form tendered to him, 
inſtead of the oath of abjuration, had a right to 
vote in the late election of members to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the counſel with the ſaid 
reſolution. | 

And the ſitting- members counſel proceeded in 
order to make good other perſons votes, which had 
been objected againſt by the petitioners. 

A motion was made to adjourn the farther hear- 
ing of the merits of the ſaid election, but it was diſ- 
agreed to. | 

Then the counſel were again heard, in order to 
make good other perſons votes objected to. 

Ordered, the ſaid election be again heard on Tueſ- 
day next, at twelve o'clock, and nothing to inter- 
vene. | 

29th. The houſe proceeded in the ſaid hearing, 
and the counſel were called in; and the ſitting-mem- 
bers counſel proceeded to the making good ſeveral 
of the voters for them, and to the diſqualifying of 
perſons who voted for the petitioners. 

To which the petitioners counſel were alſo heard, 
and then the counſel withdrew. 

Reſolved, that * Morgan be not admitted to 
give evidence. ; 

Then. . . . counſel on both ſides were called in 

again and heard, and being withdrawn, 
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And a motion being made, and the queſtion be- 
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ing put, that perſons inhabiting in the Mint, or 
rules of the Queens-bench in the borough of South- 
wark, and paying a rent of 101. per annum, or up- 
wards, have a right to vote for members to ſerve 
in parliament for the ſaid borough, though they 
do not pay ſcot and lot within the faid borough ; 
n 
Mr. Speaker acquainted the counſel therewith. 

And the ſitting· members counſel inſiſting, that 
they could diſqualify and take off from the petiti- 
oners poll a conſiderable number of perſons. 

Ordered, the ſaid election be farther heard on 
Saturday next. 

july 3. The houſe proceeded in the hearing; 
and the ſitting - members counſel and ex- 
amined ſeveral witneſſes for diſqualifying ſeveral of 
the perſons who voted for the petitioners. 

And the petitioners counſel were heard by way of 


en that John Lade, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough. 

2. Reſolved, that Fiſher Tench, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

Jan. 23, 1723. A petition of Walter Bagenal, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
a candidate at the laſt election of a repreſentative to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough ; that John 
Lade, eſquire, by arbitrary proceedings, and illegal 
practices, procured himſelf to be returned for the 
ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine and report the 


matter, with their opinion 

24th. A petition of Sir Fiſher Tench, baronet, 
was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner with John 
Lade, and Walter Bagnall, eſquires, were candi- 


dates at the laſt election of a repreſentative in par- 


Hament for this borough, where Mr. Lade, by ſeve- 
ral unprecedented and illegal proceedings, procured 
himſelf to be elected and returned in manifeſt preju · 
dice of the petitioner: and praying &c. 

' Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, - 


STAFFORDSHIRE.. 


Tits: county is-in the north-weſt part of this 
kingdom, and was formerly joined with Sa- 
lop under one ſheriff. It ſent knights to the parlia- 
ment in the 28th of Edward I; and has ſo continu- 
ed to do to this time. The memoirs relating thereto 
are few: no conteſt in parliament appears in the 
Journals, nor any other matter relating to the elec- 
tion, but what follows. 
Dec. Ach, 1584. Upon motion made by Mr. 


Speaker, Mr. Edward Leigh, eſquire, one of the 


knights returned into this preſent parliament for 
the county of Stafford, and ſince that tire, choſen 
to be ſheriff of the ſaid county : 

It was ordered by this houſe, that the ſaid Ed- 
ward Leigh may, wich the good leave of this 
houſe, have liberty to abſent himſelf, in and about 
his neceſſary charge and ſervice in the ſaid office of 
ſheriffwick. 

Upon this Sir Simon D'Ewes obſerves ; 

That hence it may be probably gathered, that nei- 
cher her Majeſty, nor the houſe of cotnmons, did con- 
ceive theſe two places to be incompatible, but that they 


might well ſtand, abated ok ns og 


2 


the committee of 


at one and the ſame time ; for her Majeſty did firſt 
make him ſheriff of the county of Stafford, not 
only after he was choſen, but returned a, knight of 
the ſaid county alſo, which it is very plain ſhe 
could not be ignorant of; and therefore herſelf and 
the houſe of commons did both allow of his 

made ſheriff, as a thing well agreeing with the pri- 
vilege of his former place and the ſervice of that 
houſe z and did not therefore give him a final diſ- 
charge, but only liberty of receſs, about his neceſ- 
fary affairs into the country, as in the fi 

caſe of ſickneſs, which being expedited, he might 
retiFn again to that ſervice. For doubtleſs, * the 
ſaid houſe had conceived, that he had been utterly 
diſabled from his ſerving there by his new office, it 
would have been ordered, that a warrant ſhould 
have been ſent to the clerk of the crown to have 
ſent down a new writ into the ſaid county of Staf- 
ford, for a new election to have been made, as in 
the caſe of double returns, death, or the like, is 
uſed. Beſides, if her majeſty might have diſabled 
as many members from ſerving in that houſe, as 
ſhe ſhould, or could have made ſheriffs, it had lain 
in her power (and may lye in the power of any King 
or Queen of this realm for the time being) to have 
disfurniſhed the houſe of commons at any time of 
all, or the greater part of the ableſt members thereof. 


Againſt this opinion, the words of the very 


writ, by authority whereof the knights, citizens, 
burgeſſes, and barons of the houſe of commons 


are elected, hath been, and may be till, objedted ; 


viz. Nolumus autem quod tu, nec aliquis alius vicecomes 
dicti regni naſtri aliqualiter fit eleflus Sc. which 
words were not in the writ during the reign of 
King Henry III. Edward I. Edward II. and the 
beginning of the reign of Edward III. but crept in 
afterwards by virrue of an ordinance of parliament 
upon ſome ſpecial occaſion to that end made, which 
is entered in Rotulo Parliamenti de anno 46 Edward 
III. numb. 13. And therefore the conſtant prac- 
tice in many ts ſince to the contrary may 
well be admitted, and followed, as the greater and 
more ſwaying authority, which alſo appeareth in 
the aforeſaid precedent ; the faid Mr. Leigh being 
allowed to maintain and retain both the ſaid places, 
and to ſerve in them without all manner of diſpute 
or queſtion, 

Dec. 8, 1711. Ordered a warrine for 8 dw writ 
for electing a knight to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this county, in the room of the honour- 


able Henry Paget, eſquire, made captain of yeomen 
pr te | 23 
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THIS borough is fituate within the county of Brady.1: 
that name, and was a borough at the time of fl 


the general ſurvey; and as fuch was ſummoned in 


the 28th of Edward I. and fo hath continued ever Pryone's 
As to its ancient method f fs. 


ſince, as other bo 
of election, I have not met with it; nor any me-! 
moirs, until ſince the Reformation (except the re- 
turn for the county 28 Edw. II. which ſee in 
Appendix, Staffordſhire) in the journals; which con- 
tain thoſe here following. 

March 22, 1623. Mr. Glanville 


borough. —— A petition of Sir William Walter: 
complained that Mr. Dyall was returned, when he 
had the majority of voices. No complaint againſt 
Mr. Cradock. The caſe was thus : a precept was 
ſent to the borough; came to the hands of Mr. 


Dyatt 


1120. 


3 
and elections for this 7+? 


\ 


Dyatt——That morning went to the town-houſe, 
and went to an election, and upon the election Mr. 
Cradock had moſt voices Some queſtion, whe- 
ther Sir William Walter, or Mr. Dyatt had moſt 
voices: but the committee found, that, being no 
public warning, no good eleftion : neither Sir Wil- 
liam Walter, nor Mr. Dyatt, duly choſen. _— Mr. 
Cradock's election not duly choſen ; — All agreed, 
that they ought to meddle with that ex officio, be- 
cauſe but one warning for both. — The committee 
of opinion, they ought to have a new election for 
both. 


Ordered upon queſtion, that a new writ ſhall 
go down for a new election for two burgeſſes for this 


March 24th, 1689. A petition of Philip Foley, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected for this borough ; yet one Walter Col- 
lins, the mayor of the faid borough, did illegally 
return Jonathan Cope, eſquire : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

OR. 6, 1690. A petition of the ſaid Philip Fo- 
ley, (the ſame in ſubſtance with the former petition) 
was read. | 

Ordered, to be referred to the committee of 

privileges, to examine and report the matter, with 
Nov. 15, 1709. A new writ ordered for electing 
a burgeſs, in the room of Walter Chetwynd, eſ- 
quire, made maſter of the Queen's hart and buck- 
hy a 

Dec. 2, 1710. A petition of Henry Vernon, junior, 

ire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, 
Thomas Foley, and Walter Chetwynd, eſquires, 
were candidates at the election of members, to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough : that John Dancer, 
eſquire, the mayor of this borough, refuſed to poll 
a great number of legal voters, who demanded to 
for the petitioner (who had a majority of 
) and hath unduly returned Mr. Chet- 
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that the merits of the ſaid election be 
at the bar of the houſe on the 20th of Janu- 
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25th. The houſe proceeded to the hearing of 
the ſaid election; and the counſel were called in: 
and the ſeveral petitions of Mr. Vernon, and the 
burgeſſes of this borough, were read; and ſeveral 
witnefles examined on both ſides : and being with- 
drawn, called in, and heard; and withdrawn again. 

Reſolved, that the fons of burgeſſes, and thoſe 
that have ſerved apprentices ſeven years in this bo- 
rough, have a right, upon demand thereof, to be 
made burgeſſes of this borough. ; 

Par IL. 
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The counſel were called in; and Mr. Speaker 
acquainted them with this refolution : whereupon 
the counſel for the petitioners infiſted, that they would 
proceed to add fo many to their poll, as would 
make a majority for the petitioner. 

the counſel! for the firting-member 
declared to the houſe, they were directed by their 
client not to give the houſe any further trouble: 
And then the counſel withdrew. 

Reſolved, that Walter Chetwynd, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a burgels, to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough. 

That Henry Vernon, junior, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough. 

And ordered the return to be amended. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of Walter Lord Vi- 
count Chetwynd, of the kingdom of Ircland, and 
William Cherwynd, eſquire, was read; 
that the petitioners, Thomas Foley, and John 
Dolphin, eſquires, were candidates, at the election 
of burgeſſes for this borough, that the ſaid Thomas 
Foley and John Dolphin by bribery, and other in- 
direct practices, procured themſelves to be members 
for the ſaid borough, to the great prejudice of the 
petitioners : and &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the marter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 23. Ordered the report to be received 
on Tueſday next. 


27th. Mr. Gybbon reported the matter of the 


' faid election, as follows. 


That the committee have examined the merits of 
the ſaid election, and the counſel for the petitioners 
inſiſted, that the right of election of members to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in the may- 
or, aldermen, and capital burgeſſes, and ſuch other 
durgeſſes only who are ſons of burgeſſes born after 
their fathers were made burgeſſes, and in ſuch free- 
men who, by preſentment at a court-leet, according 
to the ancient uſage of the borough, have been or 
ſhall be ſworn burgeſſes, being all houſholders and 
liable to pay ſcot and lot, and refident within the 
borough at the time of ſuch election. 

For the fitting-members it was inſiſted, the right 
to he in the mayor, aldermen, and burgeſſes refi- 
dent within the borough; and denied that any pre- 
ſentment was neceſſary to the making of burgeſſes. 

For the petitioners the counſel called, 

William Feake, eſquire, who faid he was fixty 
years old and upwards, and was born in the rowa ; 
that his father came thither about 1643 ; was an ar- 
torney and deputy-ſteward, and well acquainted 
with the cuſtoms of the town ; was mayor in the 
year 1677 and 1678, and inſtructed him in thoſe 
cuftoms, and furniſhed him with the rown books 
to inform himſelf, and from thence he took obſer- 
vations. That, in the year 1690, himſeif was de- 
puty-fteward of the town; and continued in that 
office twenty years; that he found in his obſerva- 


tions, that there had been many breaches in the 


corporation in ancient times, in the manner of their 
electing a bailiff. 

In the years 1676, 1677, and 1678, none were 
made burgeſſes but ſons of burgeſſes; ſuch ſons 
being houſholders in the rown, and born there after 
their fathers were burgeſſes, and during the time 
of their fathers reſidence in the town ;; for if their 
father refided out of the town, they had no right to 
be burgeſſes. 
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That the burgeſſes, the freemen, and commo- 
ners were upon different rolls, and had different 
privileges; he that had ſerved an apprenticeſhip 
had liberty to ſet up his trade, but had no right to 
be a burgeſs; that he never knew the mayor, of 
himſelf, take upon him to ſwear any perſon a free- 
man, or a burgeſs; that when the court · leet thought 
any one qualified they were generally preſented, and 
were then called upon to be burgeſſes; but he ne- 
ver knew any freeman demand to be a burgeſs. 

That when he was deputy-ſteward, the mayor, 
applied to him, to give it in charge to the jury 
of the court-leet, to preſent thoſe who were quali- 
fied to be burgeſſes, and they were accordingly pre- 
ſented ; and they always took it to be an invaſion upon 
the liberties of the people, if any were ſworn bur- 
geſſes, who were not preſented by the jury; or if 
any foreigners were brought in, who had no right; 

and when the mayor has attempted it, it has been 
refuſed. 

This he takes to be the conſtitution of the bo- 
rough; and it is ſo according to his obſervations, 
and according to what he had from his father, and 
from all the ancient members of the town. 

But ſaid the court-leet is always held before the 
high-ſteward, or his deputy, and never before the 
mayor and aldermen; and that the. fines and amer- 
ciaments belong to the mayor. 

That he never knew any refuſed to be bat 
becauſe they were not preſented by the jury: that 
ſome mayors had taken upon them to act arbitra- 
rarily in admitting burgeſſes without a preſentment 
by the jury, but this practice they always looked 
upon to be an infringement of their liberties; and 
it was firſt introduced in 1692, or 1693, when Mr. 
Perry was mayor, 

Mr. Edward Byrd ſaid, he was born in the town, 
and his father was town-clerk 40 years, and he re- 
members for 30 years paſt. That ſons of bur- 
geſſes, born from their fathers, were. made bur- 
geſſes, being houſholders within the town, and thoſe 
who have ſerved an apprenticeſhip to burgeſſes 
houſholders, and are themſelves houſholders, have 
been conſtantly preſented to the court-leet, and ad- 
mitted burgeſſes; and upon every admiſſion upon 
ſuch preſentment, there is always a fine paid, which 
is generally 40s. That ſome, who had no right, 


either as burgeſſes or freemen, have been admitted 
burgeſſes, paying a fine of 101. more or leſs 


that he never knew that freemen had a right to be 
admitted burgeſſes unleſs they were preſented by 
the jury of the court-leet ; and that there is not one 
inſtance, that ever any freeman demanded to be 
made a burgeſs of his own right, till 1710. 

That the burgeſſes have greater privileges, than 
thoſe who are only freemen, or thoſe, who are only 
commoners, and not burgeſſes; viz. a burgeſs has 
a right of commoning for ſix beaſts; a freeman, 
but for four; and a commoner, but for two only; 
and they. muſt all be houſholders, or they have no 
right of commoning.—— That he has ſeen ſeveral 
preſentments by the jury, of perſons who have ſer 
up their trades, after having ſerved apprentice- 
ſhips, without being admitted to be burgeſſes. ; and, 

upon ſuch preſentments, ſeveral have been ſworn 
burgeſſes: theſe preſentments are to the mayor, that 
ſuch perſons ought to be made burgeſſes, paying 
the uſual fine. That they have been ſometimes 
amerced ten groats for opening ſhop without f 
burgeſſes; ſome preſentments have been to C 
thenyto take up their freedom, when they * up 
their trade; and they have been amerced fo much 
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per month, for exerciſing trades without being 2d- 
mitted burgeſſes; 40s. at leaſt, was always paid 
for a fine; and he has, in his time, known 10 l. and 
more, paid for a fine upon an admiſſion to bur. 
geſs-ſhip. 

That the mayor and burgeſſes have ſometimes 

made freemen without being preſented by the jury; 
that it was formerly the cuſtom, that all perſons, 
who were entituled to freedom, were prefented by 
the leet- jury; but this cuſtom has been diſcontinu- 
ed near 20 years; and he alſo ſaid, that he ha 
an order of the committee, which he produced, re- 
quiring the mayor of this borough, and ſuch other 
perſons, as had in their cuſtody any of the char. 
ters, by-laws, ordinances, conſtitutions, records, 
books, or public-writings, belonging to the bo- 
rough, to permit the petitioners, or their agent, or 
agents, to inſpect the ſame; and the petitioners 
having appointed him their agent for the purpoſes 
of the ſaid order; he did, upon the 25th of Novem- 
ber inſtant, at Stafford, ſerve Mr. Henry Walker, 
the preſent mayor, Mr. Edward Green, the town- 
clerk, Mr. John Higginſon, the late mayor, Mr. 
William Robins, one of the aldermen, and Mr. 
Henry Norman, chamberlain of the town, with that 
order, by delivering to them reſpectively a copy 
thereof, and that he required particularly to ſee 
the charter of King James I. the ordinances of 
Henry VII. the old 4 book of ordinances of the cor- 
poration, and thoſe relating to the cuſtoms and 
uſages of the town. — They appointed him to come 
the next day, which he did, and then they ſhewed 
him ſeveral charters, but nothing of what he de- 
ſired, and ſaid, they could not tell where thoſe 
things were; only the town-clerk faid, he had fent 
up to London the book of orders and ordinances ; 
and the witneſs ſaid, he could get no account there- 
of, till the day before the hearing at the commit- 
tee, when he received a letter from the town-clerk, 
that the books, he required a ſight of at Stafford, 
were then at Mr. mayor's chambers in the Inner 
Temple Lane, which he might there inſpect as 
the order required ; but this, he ſaid, was too late 
for any inſpecdion that could be of ſervice to che pe- 
titioner, at the committee. 

The petitioners counſel ſaid, if the order had been 
obeyed in time, they could have given evidence 
from the books apd records of the borough, that 
the conſtitution of this borough is as they al- 


That the counſel for the ſiming members infifted, 
that the right of making of burgeſſes in the ſaid 
borough, is in the mayor, aldermen, and common- 
counſel, or the major part of them in common- 
council aſſembled ; and that the right of election of 
members to ſerve in parliament is in the 
ſo made free. That the of the jury 
of the court-leet 2 owe for defaults of fuch per- 
ſons, as open ſhops within the borough, and 
pretend to exerciſe — franchiſe of a burgeſs, with- 
out being admitted to burgeſs-ſhip; for which of- 
fences they are, upon ſuch preſentments, amerced as 
criminals ; but that ſuch preſentments are not ne- 
ceſſary to the making of burgeſſes. 

This the counſel for the ſitting- members ſaid, 
they thought did in ſome meaſure appear upon the 
evidence given upon the petitioners part, and for 
farther proof they called, 

Mr. Smith, who ſaid, that he has known this 


borough between 30 and 40 years: that upon the 


diſputed election in the year 1710, he inſpected the 
records of the borough, and then found, and he 
always 
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always took it to be true, that the right of making 
burgeſſes in this borough, is in the mayor, ten al- 
dermen, and ten common-council- men, or the 
major part of them, in common- council aſſembled: 
that, during the time of his knowledge and memory, 
the cuſtom has been, that the perſons, deſiring to 
be burgeſſes, give in their names to the mayor, and 
he takes time to conſider of their right; and after 
that, the mayor ſummons the common - council, 
who examine the claims of burghſhip ; and he that 
has a right to be a burgeſs, is fworn ; and he that 
has none, is rejected: that the common-council ex- 
amine their rights, whether they claim as burgeſſes 
ſons, or as freemen, having ſerved ſeven years ap- 
ticeſhip within the borough ; and entries are made 
of the titles they claim by : and being aſked, whe- 
ther perſons, who had ſerved ſeven years apprentice- 
ſhip, did apply directly to the mayor and common- 
council, and not to the court-leet, in order to be 
burgeſſes? he ſaid, that he was many years deputy- 
ſteward to the late Earl Ferrers, lord high-ſteward 
of this borough ; that there never was in his time, 
any cuſtom to apply to the jury of the court-leet 
for burgeſs-ſhip ; nor had chat jury any thing to do 
with the right of burgeſs-ſhip : That he knew, of 
his own knowledge, there is no qualification to be 
a burgeſs, but being the ſon of a burgeſs, or a 
freeman, having ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip 
within the borough ; and he that has ſuch a quali- 
fication, has, by the cuſtom of the borough, a 
right to demand to be ſworn a burgeſs, and no 
others have a right: that none are burgeſſes, but 
ſuch 2s are admitted by the mayor and common- 
council. | 
That the names of thoſe admitted in the year 
1710, were given in to Mr, Green, who was then 
mayor, in order to examine into their rights ; and 
after ſome conſideration, the mayor ſummoned a 
common- council; and, upon examination, thoſe who 
had a right, were ſworn ; and thoſe who had no 
right, were rejected; and ſaid, he believed, none 
were then admitted, but ſuch as had a right. That 
he takes the right of ſons of burgeſſes to be of 
ſuch ſons as were born after their fathers were 
made burgeſſes; and he took it to be ſo in 1710. 
That the jury of court-lcer had preſented ſeveral 
perſons that were freemen ; who, after having ſerv- 
ed ſeven years apprenticeſhip, had opened ſhops in 
the borough, without coming to be ſworn burgeſſes, 
and they had been amerced ten ſhillings per month, 
for every month they had exerciſed their trades, 
without being ſworn burgeſſes. That in all the 
time of his being deputy-ſteward, he never knew, 
nor heard, that the jury of the leet preſented 
any to be admitted to burgeſs ſhip ; their preſent- 
ments are only for exerciſing trades, not being ſworn 
burgeſſes; and the lord high-ſteward has nothing 
further to do in relation to burgeſs-ſhip. Upon 
preſentments, they have been fined, and the fines 
go to the mayor ; the perſons preſented, are ſent 
for by the mayor and common-council, and they 
ſwear them burgeſſes: after preſentment, ſome, 
without being ſent for, have gone to the mayor and 
common-council, and defired to be ſworn ; and 
that before 1710, he had gone to the mayor with 
ſeveral, who, without any preſentment, demanded 
to be ſworn burgeſſes; and thereupon the mayor 
ſummoned the common-council, and examined into 
their qualification ; and thoſe, who could prove 
themſelves qualified, were ſworn ; and 'thoſe, that 
could not, were rejected: that more freemen than 


burgeſſes ſons have been admitted upon ſuch de- 
mand, and examination. 

That there have been no preſentments of late 
years; becauſe, if any perſon comes to the mayor 
and common-council and demands it, he is admit- 
ted, and ſworn a burgeſs, if qualified: and being 
aſked, whether any preſentment by the court-leet of 
a perſon to be a burgeſs, was ever looked upon to 
be a confirmation of burgeſs-ſhip, without an ad- 
miſſion by the mayor and aldermen ? he ſaid, that 
the court of aldermen never took notice of any 
ſuch perſon as a burgeſs, till he came to demand 
his oath and was ſworn. 

And alſo ſaid, that ſworn burgeſſes have greater 
privileges of commoning, than thoſe who are only 
ireemen, and not ſworn ; viz. a ſworn burgeſs has a 
right of common for ſix beaſts after the graſs and 
corn are cut; and a freeman, being a houſhoider 
within the borough, has a right for four beaſts 
only: and being aſked, why they would not for 
this greater privilege be ſworn, without being com- 
pelled to it ? ſaid, that it was becauſe upon being 
ſworn, they pay a fine of 40s. to the corporation ; 


and faid, that thoſe fines anſwered all charges of 


church and poor, and therefore they have no church 
or poor rates in the borough. 

The firting-members counſel alfo produced a re- 
ſolution of this houſe, of the 25th of Jan. 1510; 
when it was reſolved, that the ſons of burgeſſes, 
and thoſe that have ſerved apprenticeſhips ſeven 
ycars in this borough, have a right, upon demand 
thereof, to be made burgeſſes of the ſaid borough. 

The committee teſolved, 

1. That the right of election of burgeſſes, to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in the 
mayor, aldermen, and burg:fies, refient within the 
ſaid borough. 

The petitioners counſel then ailedged, that they 
would ſhew that the petitioners had a majority of 
fair and legal voters in this election. 

And to prove a copy of the poll, they called 

William Barker; who produced a paper, as a 
copy of the poll taken at this election; and ſaid, he 
went by the petitioners direction to the late mayor, 
and demanded of him a copy of the poll: that the 
mayor did not deliver him any; but ſaid, he would 
ſend a copy to ny Lord Chetwynd, and that he 
had this copy from his lordſhip : that he knew the 
late mayor's hand, believed the paper produced, 
as a copy of the pull, was ſigned by him, but did 
not ſee him ſign it; nor did he examine it with the 
original poll; nor could he ſay it was a true copy. 

The committee not thinking they had ſufficient 
evidence to proceed on the ſaid paper, as a true 
copy of the poll, the counſel for the petitioners 
acquainted the committee, that they had nothing 
farther to offer. 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

2. That Thomas Foley, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the 
ſaid borough. 

3. That John Dolphin, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the 
ſaid borough. 

The ſaid three ſeveral reſolutions, being read 
twice, were agreed unto by the houſe. 

Nov. 27, 1724. A petition of Walter Lord Chet- 
wynd, of the kingdom of Ireland, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that the petitioner, and Francis Elde, eſquire, 
were candidates at the late election of a member, to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, in the 
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dully returned the ſaid Mr. Elde: 
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tioners, with ſeveral others, ſons of 
n 
that right of Thomas Nicholls, preſent mayor, E 
ward Green, late mayor, Wilham Winter, j 
together with ſeveral others, aſſembled in council; 
but were unjuſtly refuſed to be ſworn, tho? at the ſame - 
time they ſwore many others, who had no right, 
becauſe they were to vote for Mr. Elde ; as they 
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Ordered, that » bo os ls © ded 
committee, that they do hear the matter of the ſaid 


pls, OE OOO TOON: 


pe” 13th. Ordered, that leave be given ta the 
ſons of burgefſes and freemen. of this borough, to 

_— 
20th. Ordered, the report is be-received en Sa- 


turday morning next. 


2 A complaint being made to the houſe, that 
there had been ſome undue practices, in relation to 
the compromiſing the election for this borough, be. 
fore the merits of the faid election were heard be. 
fore the committee of privileges and elections; 
Ordered, that the report from the committee of 
privileges and elections, touching the election for 
this borough, which was ordered to be received this 
day, be received on Thurſday ſevennight. 
Ordered, that Thomas Nicholls, eſquire, mayor 
of the ſaid do then attend this houſe. 


Ordered, that Mr. Samuel Walker do then at- 
tend this houſe... 

Ordered, that Mr. William Wintour do then at- 
tend this houſe. 


Ordered, that Mr. docs Graeme to hen add 


Ordered, that Mr. * Montford, junior, do then 
attend this houſe. 
Ordered, that Mr. * Wilenſe do then 
attend this houſe. 


Ordered, that Mr. bud balk > do. em 
this houſe. 


Ordered, that Mr. Walter Palmer do then attend 
this houſe. 
Ordered, 'that J Ce Jo then ancnd this 


Ordered, that Lees, practitioner in ſurgery, do 
then attend this houſe. 

Feb. 4th. The houſe proceeded to take into con- 
ſideration the matter of the complaint, made to the 
houſe the 2 3d day of January laſt; that there had been 
ſome undue practices, in relation to the compromi- 
ſing the election for this borough, before the merits 
of the election were heard before the committee of 

And ſeveral witneſſes were called and examined, 
touching the matter of the ſaid complaint. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that di- 

vers indirect and corrupt practices have been uſed, 
in order to compromiſe the election for this bo- 
rough, before the ſame was heard before the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections. 
. Reſolved, nemine contradicente, that it appeared to 
this houſe, that Francis Elde, eſquire, a member of 
this houſe, has been guilty of the ſaid indirect and 
„ —— ———— 
and juſtice of parliament. 

Reſolved, nemine contradicente, that the ſaid Fran- 
cis Elde, eſquire, be, for this ſaid offence, expelled 
this houſe. 

A motion being made, and the queſtion being 
put, that it appears to this houſe, that Walter Lord 
Viſcount Chetwynd, of the: kingdom of Ireland, 
who petitioned this houſe, complaining of an undue 
. 


It was agreed, vis the tight of lation is ia the 
mayor, aldermen, and reſient within the 


hurgeſſes, 
borough, and that the ſons of burgeſſes, and thoſe 
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that have ſerved apprenticeſhips ſeven years in the 
borough, have a right, upon demand thereof, to 
be made burgeſſes of the faid borough. 
The poll was, for the fitting-member, 207: 
. for the petitioner, 163. 

diſqualify, upon different heads, ſo many of the 
ſitting· members voters as would give the petitioner 
a great majority, without adding any to his poll, 
though they could add ſeveral, if there ſhould be occa- 
fron, who had right to burgeſs-ſhip, and were refuſed. 

They objected in the firſt place to 50 of the ſit- 
I s voters, who, without any title, were 
made burgeſſes after the death of Mr. Dolphin, late 
member for this 

The counſel for the fitting-member acknowledged, 
that 5o of his voters were admitted to burgeſs-ſhip 
after Mr. Dolphin's death ; and they could not fay 
nor pfove, that any of them held any title. 
That the committee came to the following reſo- 
lution. | 

1. That it is the opinion of the committee, that 
perſons, made burgeſſes of this borough, ſince the 
death of John Dolphin, efquire, late member of 
parliament for the ſaid borough, not being ſons of 
burgeſſes, or not having ſerved ſeven years appren- 
ticeſhip within the faid borough, had not a right to 
vote in the late election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in 
this preſcnt parliament for this borough. 
The counſel for the petitioner alledged, that he 


had a majority upon the foot of this reſolution ; and 


therefore it was not neceſſary to proceed upon their 
* 


And the counſel for the ſitting· member admitted 


the petitioner's majority upon this reſolution ; and 


— they had no objections to the petitioner's 
2. Reſolved, that Francis Elde, eſquire, was 
not duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough. | 
3. Reſolved, that the right honourable Walter 
Lord Viſcount Chetwynd, of the kingdom of Ireland, 
is duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough. 

The ſaid three reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe ; and the clerk of the 
crown ordered to amend the return: 

April, 16, 1717. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, in the room of Wil- 
ham Cherwynd, eſquire, made a commiſſioner of 
the Admiralty. 


STAMFORD. 


| TJ Hs borough is ſituate within the county of 


Lincoln. It returned burgeſſes to parliament 
in the 26th, 28th, and goth, of Edward the firſt, 
and in the 15th of Edward the ſecond; after 
which, it ceaſed until the 33d of Edward the third, 
when it returned two burgeſſes; and after inter- 
marred ſending till the 12th of Edward the fourth. 
I meet with no memoirs of its elections before the 
Reformation: but, ſince that time, the Journals 

May 9, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this that, upon exami- 
nation of the fact, it appeared to the committee, 
that Francis Wingfield is duly choſen, to ſerve in 
this parliament for this borough, and ought to fit : 
whereto the houſe agreed. | | 

Pazr IL. 


STAMFORD, and STEYNING. 

The houſe being informed, that the alderman of 
this borough was at the door, he was called in : 
and, being at the bar of the houſe, did there amend 
the return of the ſaid borough, and put out the 
name of Mr, Weaver, and inſerted the name of 
Mr. Wingfield, who was adjudged by the houſe to 
have a right to ſit. | 

July 6, 1661. Mr. ſerjeant Charleton reported from 
the committee for elections, touching the election for 
this borough, that the queſtion was, whether every 
freeman of the ſaid borough, or only ſuch freemen 
as paid ſcot and lot, had right of election: and 
that, upon the evidence, it appeared, that ſuch 
freemen only, as paid ſcot and lot, had right of 
election; and that William Montague, eſquire, and 
William Stafford, eſquire, had the majority of voices 
of ſuch freemen, as paid ſcot and lot: and the 
opinion of the committee, that they were duly 
elected, and ought to fit in the houſe : whereto the 
houſe agreed. 

March 27, 1677. A motion being made, that the 
petition of Mr. Hatcher, high-ſheriff of the county 
of Lincoln, exhibited to the committee of privileges 
and elections; ſetting forth, that he is duly elected 


for this town, he having himſelf “ returned Henry * Sic orig. 


Nowell, eſquire, as duly elected for the ſaid town: 
Reſolved, that the petition of Mr. Hatcher, 
high-ſheriff of the county of Lincoln, exhibited to 


the committee of elections and privileges, touching 


the election for the ſaid borough, be rejected. 


ET NING 


N | 'HIS borough is ſituate within the county of 
Suſſex ; and hath returned burgeſſes to par- 


liament, as Mr. Prynne ſhews in his liſts, from the ®rynre's 


6th of Edward the firſt. Doctor Willis writes, . 12g. 


it made no returns until the 4th of Edward the w., 


ſecond: he ſeems miſtaken, becauſe Mr. Prynne 1749. 57. 


hath wrote their names in the 6th of Edward the 
firſt ; but then makes an intermiſſion of returns, 


until the 4th of Edward the ſecond, Mr. Prynne Prynne, 
alſo writes, that it was ſomerimes joined with Bram- ** ſupra. 


ber. The method of election, before the Refor- 
mation, I have not met with any of; the memoirs 
ſince that time, are theſe. | 

Feb. 15, 1640. Reſolved, that Mr. Thomas 
Leeds, returned one of the burgeſſes for this bo- 
rough, ſhall fit as a member of the houſe, till the elec- 
tion be determined, 

Oct. 25, 1680. A petition of Philip Gell, eſquire, 
was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with thcir opinion. 

March 11, 1700. A petition of Charles Goreing, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner, and 
Sir Robert Fagg, were candidates at the late elec- 
tion of a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough, in the room of Sir John Fagg, 
deceaſed : that the ſaid Sir Robert, by bribery, and 
many illegal practices, did endeavour to get a ma- 
jority of voices for him; but the petitioner had the 
majority of legal voters for him, and he ought to 
have been returned; yet the- conſtable of this bo- 
rough, being threatned and over-awed by the ſaid 
Sir Robert Fagg, hath returned him, in prejudice 
of the petitioner : and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 


Q q Ordered, 


elections on Tueſday next, 22 off till Tuckday 


ſevennight. 
April 9, 1701. Ordered to be reported to-morrow 


10th. Sir Rowland Gwynne, according to order, 
reported the matter, upon the ſaid petition ITbat 
the right of election was agreed to be in the inha- 
bitants, paying ſcot and lot, and not receiving alms. 
he poll was, for Sir Robert Fagg 33, for the 

30. 

But the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, that they 
ſhould diſqualify as many from Sir Robert Fagg's 
poll, as would give the petitioner a majority ; allo, 
that there were treating and bribery for Sir Robert 
Fagg. That, at the time of the poll, there were 
8 excepted to, who voted for Sir Robert Fagg, 
viz, Wolgar, Longmore, Finch, Cox, Balcombe, 


ſenior, Reed, Goddard, and Milles ; and at the ing 


. fame time, there were 4 excepted to for the peti- 
tioner ; viz. Parſons, Killick, Hedger, and Hil- 
man. 

That there is a charity in this borough, called 
the White-horſe charity, of 51. per annum; and a 
certificate was produced, ſigned by the church- 
warden, dated the 7th of March laſt ; by which 
it appeared, that, at Eaſter, Groves, Bancombe 
ſenior, Read, Heafman, Finch, Mills, Glover, and 
Goddard, had received of this charity. 

Groom ſaid, that he, as overſeer of the poor, had 
delivered to John Mills, ſeveral parcels of corn, and 
8s. in money; but it was owned, that before the 
election, he had paid the value of it to the over- 
ſeers. 

Marner ſaid, that Wolgar lived in part of an 
houſe, divided about ſix or ſeven years ago: that 
Willet had the other part; but it was owned, 
that Wolgar is headborough, and pays to church 
and poor: that Longmore is a ſervant to, and boards 
with, one Bowler, a carpenter; but ſome time before 
the election, he hired a little houſe; and believes 
he is in the poor's- rate. 

Warner and Groome ſaid, Cox had an houſe and 

mill out of the borough, where he lives z but it 
was owned, he had an houſe of his own in the bo- 
rough, with ſome goods in it : that he was overſeer, 
in reſpect of his living out of the borough ; and 
excuſed from the rate, about four years ago, at his 
requeſt : it was acknowledged, he was in the preſent 
rate for the ſaid houſe, as an empty houſe: and 
Groom ſaid, he intended to aſk for it. 
That as to threats and bribery, Parſons ſaid, he 
and ſeveral others went to Sir Robert Fagg's the 
evening before the election, being invited by Mr. 
Charles Fagg, and others; where was beef, mutton, 
and other proviſions for 40 men; but ſaid, there 
was no diſcourſe about the election. 

Killick ſaid, he was at two entertainments at Sir 
Robert Fagg's (one of which Parſons ſpoke of, and 
the other a week before) where were about 13 vot- 
ers; and Read aſked him his vote for Sir Robert 
Fagg, and told him, if he would ſo vote, he ſhould 
have work at 12 d. each day, and meat and drink: 
and Patching told him, if he would be for Sir Ro- 
bert Fagg, he ſhould have a naile of beef, and a 
loaf, weekly : * Littington ſaid, if he would do 
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fo, there would be to rings 4 one for him, ad e 
for his wife, | 


Micchell faid, he had many offers. by Read und 
Littington, on account of beef and bread ; and had 
the ſame offer of rings. 

For Sir Robert Fagg. — The counſel ſaid, they 
would juſtify their 22 
the petitioners: and firſt went on bribery. 

oe 
agreed to give him a guinea for a gun; and after- 
wards he aſked Mr. Goreing for the money ; to 
which he anſwered, by aſking, how many guineas 
he ſhould give him to ſtand plum ? and Patching 
anſwering five, Mr. Goreing put his hand in his 
= and gave him a double Louis-d'or for a 


offee-mill and his vote, in part of 5 guineas ; but 


he never promiſed Mr. Goreing his vote : and 
Wallis offered him 51. for a jack, if he would vote 
for Mr. Goreing. 

Grover ſaid, Mr. Hunt offered him 4 guineas for 
his vote; and Mr. Goreing being preſent, engaged 
to perform the promife. Hunt denied; he offer- 
ed any thing for his vote; but ſaid, Mr. Gore- 
deſired him to offer 4 or 5 guineas for his 
vote, of which he told Grover. 

J. Finch ſaid, Grover offered him 2 guineas for 
his vote, three days before the election; and there 
were ſix bottles of wine drank at his houſe, at Mr. 
Goreing's coſt; and that . . . who drank of it, but 
himſelf, voted for Mr. Goreing : but faid, Finch 


nn Gorcing, as | 


having no vote. 

Double ſaid, he ſaw Mr. Goreing give Gillick 
money; and he heard his wife ſay after, it was 40 8. 
and alſo gave their children 2 85. and 6d. 

ſaid, Mr. Goreing offered him work, 
if he would vote for him; and alſo g l. before- 
hand : and three or foor days before the clefion, he 
drank wine and ſtrong drink, and did not pay. 

Challen ſaid, he had a promiſe of work at Sir 
William Goreing's, if he would vote for Mr. Gore- 
i 


Gray ſaid, Mr. Goreing offered to carry him a load 


of wood to Shorcham, if he would vote for him; 


and he uſed to pay 1g 3. for ſuch carriage. 

Holden ſaid, Mr. Goreing deſired his vote, and 
told him, he would oblige him; for a landlord 
might oblige his ter int: yet owned, he ſupped at 
Sir Robert Fagg's the night before the election. 

Cox ſaid, Mr. Goreing bid him nineteen years 
purchaſe for an houſe, if he would give his vote : 
that the houſe was 53s. yearly ; and after would 
give him but 451. 

That for Sir Robert Fagg, it was attempted to 
make good his votes on the poll ; but the committee 
were not willing to hear any further evidence; ſo 
they only ſpoke to three or four. Then the com- 
mittee reſolved, 

1. That Sir Robert Fagg is not duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this 5 parliament for this 
borough. 

2. That Charles Grains, eſquire, is not duly 
nnn preſent parlia- 
ment for this 

The ſaid reſolutions being twice read, were agreed 
unto by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that the late election for this borough, 
is a void election; and that a new writ be iſſued out. 

Nov. 4, 1702. A petition: of Charles Fagg, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that Charles Goreing, 
and his agents, by bribes, counterfeit letters, and 


other 
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wrong of the petitioner, who was duly elected, and 


was read, , 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


himſelf to be returned one of 
borough, to the injury of the petitioner, who was 


praying &c. 33 

Ordered to be heard at the bar of the houſe on 
the 18th of December: but did not come in courſe 
until 

January 22d. When the houſe proceeded to the 
hearing the merits of the election for this borough. 

The counſel on both ſides were called in; and 
the petition read : and the counſel were heard ; and 
ſeveral witneſſes examined on both ſides. And be- 
ing withdrawn, ; 

Reſolved, that William Henry Lord Tun- 
bridge, now Earl of Rochford, was duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ferve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough 


Feb. 5th. A petition of Harry Goreing, eſquire, 
was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of 
burgefles, to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for 
this borough, in the room of the Lord Tunbrid 


(called up to the houſe of peers) the petitioner, and 
the Lord Bellew, were candidates; and the petiti- 
oner was duly elected, notwithſtanding ſeveral ille- 
gal practices of the Lord Bellew and his agents; yet 
the conſtable (upon twice caſting up the poll) 
agreed, that the petitioner was duly elected, and 
made one proclamation of it, when the Duke of 
Richmond demanded a fcrutiny ; and half an hour 
afterwards, the conftable made three proclama- 
tions, and declared the petitioner duly elected, and 
that he would return him: that the election and 
proclamation being over about noon, and the pe- 
titioner going out of town about 5 o'clock, hearing 
the market-bell ring, and enquiring into the mean- 
ing of it, and ſeeing a great number of people drawn 
together, fent his clerk, and 2 or 3 gentlemen, 
to know what was the matter; who going into the 
ſeffions-houſe, and finding the Duke of Richmond, 
the Lord Bellew, the conſtable, and moſt of thoſe 


The Borouph of STEYNING: 


who voted for the Lord Bellew, together ; the peti- 
tioner's clerk tendered the indenture of return of 
the peritioner to the conſtable to ſign, which he ſaid 
he would not immediately do, but that he muſt 
leave it, and he would return it, but was reſolved 
to make a double return: all which irregular prac- 


tices, and many others, tend to deſtroy the freedom 


of elections, and are contrary to an expreſs vote of 
this houſe: and praying &c. 

Ordered, to be heard on Tueſday ſeven-night. 
7th. A petition of the right honourable Richard 
Lord Bellew, was read; ſhewing, that at the clec- 
tion of a member, to ſerve in this pteſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, in the room of Lord 
Tunbridge, called up to the houſe of lords, the 
petitioner, and Harry Goreing, eſquire, were can- 
didates ; and the petitioner was duly elected, and 
ought to have been returned alone; but by bribery, 
menaces, and partiality of the conſtable of the 
ſaid borough, who polled ſeveral, who had no 
right, for Mr. Goreing, and refuſed others to poli 


for the petitioner, who had a right; and by other 


undue practices of Mr. Goreing, and his agents, 
he has procured an indenture to be annexed to the 
precept, as if he was elected, though the conſta- 
ble refuſed to ſign the indenture for Mr. Goreing, 
but ſigned the petitioner's, which ought only to be 
annexed to the precept : and praying, &c. 

Ordered to be heard at the ſame time with Mr. 
Goreing's petition. 

15th. The houſe proceeded to the hearing the 
matter of the ſaid election; and the counſel on both 
fides were called in: the two ſeveral! petitions 
were read, and the counſel were heard; and ſcve- 
ral witneſſes were examined in relation to the matter 
of the double return. And the counſel and wit- 
neſſes being withdrawn; 


1. Reſolved, that Harry Goreing, eſquire, is du- 


ly returned a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

2. Reſolved, that the further conſideration of 
the merits of the election be adjourned to Saturday 
morning next. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the crown do attend 
to-morrow morning, to take off the file the inden- 
ture by which the Lord Bellew is returned a bur- 
geſs for this borough. 

' 18th. Ordered, that the Lord Bellew have leave 
to withdraw his faid petition. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of James St. Amand, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, the petitioner, Harry Goreing, and Wil- 


ge liam Wallis, eſquires, were candidates: that Mr. 


Wallis, by bribery and many undue practices, 
procured a majority of voices, ſome of which 
had no right to poll; and the petitioner had a 
majority of the legal unbribed votes, and ought 
to have been returned; but the conſtable, being 
Mr. Wallis's tenant, hath returned him and Mr. 
Goreing (who alſo uſed illegal practices to obtain 
votes) -in manifeſt wrong to the petitioner, and the 
ſaid borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

the fame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 17th. Mr. Freeman reported, from the ſaid 
committee, the matter of the ſaid election, upon 
the ſaid petition; viz. that the right of election 
was agreed to be in the conſtable and houſholders, 
inhabitants within the borough, paying ſcot and 
lot, and not receiving alms.—— | 

The 


158 
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The poll was, for Mr. Wallis, 67. 
for the petitioner, 20. 

For the petitioner, it was alledged, that he ſhould 
diſqualify 42 of Mr. Wallis's voters ; viz. 30 for 
bribery, 10 for treats, and 2 for receiving charity : 
and called John Hunt, who ſaid, that 42 of the 
voters ſigned an inſtrument, inviting the petitioner 


to be a candidate, and engaged to vote for him ; 


and they ſent it by him to the petitioner; and af- 
terwards the major part of them vated for Mr. 
Wallis. 

Streater ſaid, the following perſons voted for Mr. 


Wallis, who, before the election, gave them for their 


votes the following bribes : — George Goddard 5 
guineas, and a promiſe to make it 61. Worgar 
61. Dendy and 4% witneſs (Streater) 71. each. 

Heaſman ſaid, the following perſons told him, they 
had theſe bribes for their votes for Mr. Wallis 
Dambrell 6 guineas. — Hillman a note for 41. — 
Beard a bill of exchange for 7 1. —Aylmer 50 s. Rent 
diſcharged. —Bud and Greenfield's rents diſcharged. 
—Heaſman, the witneſs, of Mr. Wallis's ſervant, 
5 1. and Mr. Wallis promiſed him gos. more. — 
Parſons, Ho-Bennet, Peters, Woqlvern, Dennet, 
Hayler, Day, Lillington, Williams, Swain, Han- 
ſon, and Cox, had each 71. 10 8. for their votes, 
of Mr. Wallis: that Nye ſaid, he had as good a 
peny for his vote as any, for he would not truſt: 
that 12 of theſe declared, they would have voted 
for the petitioner, had they not been ſo bribed: 
that Knight, an agent for Mr. Wallis, expended 
eight ſhillings upon Budd, Hillman, and Green- 
field, to vote for Mr. Wallis: that Kelſey told him, 
Mr. Wallis promiſed him 71. for his vote, and 
ſaid 71. 10s. was the moſt he gave: that Mitchell 
ſaid, Bennet, junior, told him, he had his rent 
acquitted for his vote for Mr. Wallis. 

Burguin ſaid, that Champion declared he would 
not have voted for Mr. Wallis, if he had not 
lived rent- free; and that Hunt told him he was diſ- 
charged a year's rent, which is 30s. and Mr. Wal- 
lis pays his taxes, otherwiſe he would have voted 
for him. 

Hunt ſaid, Burnet is only a | 


3 : that he 
keeps ſhop, 


but his mother kept houſe ; and ſhe 


told the witneſs, Mr. Wallis promiſed to pay her 


a debt he owed her, if Bennet would vote for him, 
and therefore he did ſo: that Finch and Wood, in 
1709, had Baron Hilton's charity, which is paid 
by the church-wardens, once in a year ſometimes, 
wi ſometimes once in two years, to perſons in 

t: and this was the laſt time the ſaid. charity 
was was paid. 

Hedger ſaid, Parſons told him, the night before 
the election, that he might have 51. for his vote 
for Mr. Wallis; and the money was ready for 
him. 

Mitchell and Streater ſaid, the night before the 
election, the following perſons, who voted for Mr. 
Wallis, were treated at Mr. Wallis's houſe, at Chaun- 
try-green ; viz. Creſly, W. Andrews, Bawcombe, 
J. Andrews, Gatford, Challen, Walder, W 
J. Greenfield, Marſhall, Wood, and Knight: that 
Mr. Fuller lives at Chauntry- green, Mr. Wallis's 
tenant: that Mr. Wallis was at the expence of the 
treat, as they apprehended: that Mr. Fuller never 
entertained the townſmen ſo before. 

For Mr. Wallis, the counſel called witneſſes as 


to the credit of Streater and Heaſeman. | 
Parſons ſaid, Streater told him, on the 20th of 


January laſt, that Hunt offered him a great ma- 


ay guineas to prove bribery in Mr. Wallis; and 


that he anſwered, he would have money, or would 
not come, for he would not be a rogue for no- 
ching: that Streater told him, he could get the 
election for the ſitting· member, if he would: that 
Heaſeman, the morning after the election, declar- 
ed, he had no money for his vote for Mr. Wallis, 
To prove bribery and indirect practices on the 
petitioner's part, and attempts to take off Mr. 
Wallis's witneſſes, Parſons ſaid, Blackfan ſollicited 
his vote for the petitioner ; and told him the peti- 
tioner would carry the election, right or wrong, for 
he was ſo great a man, he need but aſk, and have, 


and if any witneſſes came up againſt him, they 


would be confined. . | 
Challen ſaid, that Hunt told him and Baker, 
Streater and Hedger, that if any of them would come 
up, and give evidence for the petitioner, he would 
look on it as great a kindneſs, as if they had voted 
for him : that Squire (who is dead) told him, he 
had 101. for voting for the petitioner ; and offered 
him as much to be for him. 

Langley faid, Hunt offered him 101. to vote for 
the petitioner; and told him, he was to have got. 

Knight ſaid, Champion, who voted for the peti- 
tioner and Mr. Wallis, aſked him to lend him 5 1. 
and he aſking him how he ſhould be paid, he 
ſaid, that twenty of the petitioner's voters had 10 l. 
e when he had his 


That upon this evidence the committee reſolved, 

That William Wallis, eſquire, is not duly 
eleted a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

That James St. Amand, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent. parliament 
for this borough. 

That the late election for this borough, as to 
the ſaid Mr. Wallis and Mr. St. Amand, is a void 
election. 

Which ſeveral reſolutions (being twice read) were 
agreed unto by the houſe. 

Ordered, that no new writ do iſſue, this ſeſſion, 
for the election of a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 


parliament for this borough. 


Feb. 29, 1711. A petition of William Wallis, 
eſquire, was read that on the 16th day 
of February, the election day for this borough, 


the petitioner, and the Lord Viſcount Bellew, of 


the kingdom of Ireland, were candidates; that the 
agents of the Lord Bellew, by bribery, and other 
indirect practices, gained many of the petitioner's 
voters; and a noble peer's chaplain appeared in 
the borough eight days before the election, and in 
his grace's name promiſed 5 or 6 guineas a man, 


for ſuch as would vote for Lord Bellew ; and be- 


fore the election his grace himſelf came, and, in 
perſon, ſollicited votes * the ſaid Lord Bellew : 
that the petitioner had the majority of legal votes, 
and ought to have been returned : and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, chat it be eee eee 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
committee, that they do in the firſt place examine 
the matter of the return, and report the ſame. to the 
houſe. 

March 2oth. Mr. Freeman reported the- matter 
relating to this return. That the right honourable 
Richard Lord Viſcount Bellew of the kingdom of 

Ireland, 


The Borough of STEYNING. 


Ireland, is named in the return as the perſon elect- 
ed and returned for the ſaid borough. 

That the petitioner's counſel admitted, the 
* title of Viſcount was a miſtake in the return, and 
ſubmitted to have the miſtake rectified. 

Thereupon the committee reſolved, 

That at the late election of a member to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament for this borough, Richard 
Lord Bellew was the perſan elected, and deſigned 
to be returned, to ſerve for this borough ; and the 
return ought to be amended :— To which the houſe 


May 6, 1712. Ordered, that the report, concern- 

ing the ſaid election, be made on Thurſday next. 

* Mr. Freeman reported the matter of the 
ſaid election: that the right of election was not 
controverted; and the poll was — 

for Lord Bellew, 55. 

for the petitioner, 26. 
That the petitioner's counſel objected to all the 
Lord Bellew's voters, as bribed or treated: and 
called | 

John Davis, who ſaid, that at the time of the 
eleftion, Mr. Thomas Pyke, an agent for Lord 
Bellew, going down to Steyning with his grace 
the Duke of Richmond, in his grace's coach, 
Pyke was aſked, how the election went? and he 
anſwered he could not tell now, but it my Lord 
could get the 5ool. he had promiſed, he was ſure of 
the election. 

Hobbs ſaid, about a fortnight after the election, 
Read, one of Lord Bellew's voters, told him, that 
200 |, was left in Mr. Leeves's hands and 3ool. in 
Mr. Fagg's hands; and ſaid Lord Bellew was re- 
turned by a wrong title, and none of the money was 
* diſtributed ; but the Duke of Richmond, before the 
election, promiſed Read a proportion of that 5ool. 
if he voted for Lord Bellew. 

Bennet faid, the night before the election, 39 of 
Lord Bellew's voters, whom he named, and ſeve- 
ral of their wives, were treated at the George-inn, 
in Steyning : that the Duke of Richmond, and his 
chaplain Mr. Bradley, were there on Lord Bel- 
lew's behalf, and ſtayed with them till near twelve 
at night, when the witneſs came away; but they 
made him promiſe them to come again at 3 in 
the morning, which he did: the company had no- 
thing to eat, but drank all night, and went away 
from thence to the poll; and he did not fee any 
one aſk, or pay, any thing towards the reckoning, 
which he believed might come to 201. that none 
aſked his vote; and he voted for Mr. Wallis. 

William Knight ſaid, Mrs. Burnet, who keeps 
the George-inn, told him, her landlord, Mr. El- 
ſon, an agent for Lord Bellew, promiſed to pay 
her bills, by ſetting them off in her rent : that the 
Duke of Richmond aſked his vote for Lord Bel- 
lew ; and the Duke and his chaplain came a week 
before the election; and Mr. Pyke, and ſeveral 
others, came down and attended the Duke from 
| houſe to houſe round the borough, and were 
with the company at the George-inn the night be- 
fore the election: that John Bennet told him, he 
could have 5 guineas for his vote for Lord Bellew, 
but for 4 he would vote for the petitioner : that 
Worger ſaid, he was promiſed 6 guineas to vote 
for Lord Bellew, and would for Mr. Wallis for 
the ſame ſum : that Hillman ſaid, he was obliged 
to vote for Lord Bellew, for he had 51. to vote for 
him at the former election, which he did not do; 
and they threatened to arreſt him for that money, 


if he did not vote for him now, but that he would 
Parr II. 


vote for Mr. Wallis for 81: that Peters ſaid, he 
had promiſed to vote for Mr. Wallis, but had mo- 
ney to vote on the other ſide, and therefore voted 
for Lord Bellew : that the petitioner declared, he 
would give no money for votes. 

Hanſon ſaid, he was at the treat at the George. 
inn the night before the election, and named g others 
for Lord Belle w not named by Bennet; and faid, 
there were about 40 in company, and treated with 
ale and wine to the time they went to the election; 
and, a night or two before the election, Mr. Brad- 
ley, the Duke of Richmond's chaplain, gave him 
two guineas to vote for Lord Bellew: that he com- 
plained to Mr. Bradley, he had been unkindly uſed, 
though he voted for him at the former election; 
and Mr. Bradley acquainting the Duke thereof, 
the Duke came to the witneſs's houſe; and he aſkin 
his grace for 10 l. or 20 l. the Duke ſaid, Mr. Leeves 
ſhould give him any money to ſerve his occa- 
ſion; and he had 10 l. about a week after from Mr. 
Leeves, upon bond, wherein another was bound; 
and Leeves told him, there was like to be a peti- 
tion, and when the noiſe of that was over, he 
ſhould have his bond: And faid, he had the two 
guineas and 10 l. to vote for Lord Bellew: that 
Worger ſaid, he had voted for Lord Bellew before 
for nothing, but now would have money, or would 
not vote. | 

Mitchell ſaid, that before the election, he ſued 
Hanſon ®% debt, which with the charges came to 
31. that Nanſon deſired him to ſtay till after the 
election, and he would pay him; and 2 or 3 days 
after the election, he brought him the money, and 
ſaid, he had it of Mr. Leeves. 

Morland faid, Mr. Bradley aſked him, if he had 
been ſotting in bed all night, and fail, neither he 
nor the Duke had been in bed all night; and of- 
fered him 101. to a crown, the petitioner would 
loſe his election: that he ſaw the Duke of Rich- 
mond go from houſe to houſe, ſeveral times, the 
day before, and on the election day; but did not 
hear what he ſaid to the voters: that Mr. Bradley 
did the fame, and ſeveral voters told the witneſs, 
he had promiſed them money, and if they had it 
not, they would vote for Mr. Wallis: that he 
heard ſeveral voters, before the clection, af Mr. 
Wallis for money, but he declared, he would rot 
give one ſix-pence, for he had been turned out be- 
fore on a petition : that Hilman ſaid, the Duke 
had given him 51. for his vote at a former election, 
and the Duke ſaid, in cafe he would not vote now, 
the Duke would arreſt him and put him in goal; 
and Hilman ſaid, he had rather vote for the peti- 
tioner, and would do fo, if the petitioner would 
indemnify him: that Bav:combs, one of Lord Bel- 
lew's voters, declared, he had 4 or 5 voters to 
diſpoſe of, but would not vote for either fide with- 
out money : that Woolman, a voter for Lord Bel- 
lew, being aſked for his vote by the petitioner, aſk- 
ed for money, and ſaid, he would vote for him 
for 5 or 6 guineas; but the petitioner declared, he 
would not give one peny. But being crols-exa- 
mined, ſaid, he was a cabinet-maker in London, 
and went down te Steyning to get a debt of 61. 
which Mr. Fagg had owed him three years, and 
went down with rhe petitioner, though ſhould have 
gone otherwiſe, if he had not went with the peti- 
tioner: that he has no acquaintance at Steyning, 
but the petitioner, and was with him when he 
aſked votes, and ſtaid at Steyning 6 or 7 days. 

Mills ſaid, about 2. o'clock in the morning of 
the election-day, he and Richard Ayimer were go- 
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home from 'the Star, they met ſome of the 


pu for the ſitting-member, who carried Aylmer 


to the White Horſe, and got him to vote for Lord 
Bellew, though. he had before promiſed the peti- 
tioner : on the election-day, he was in company 
with Mr. Bradley. and Mr. Pyke ; and then Mr. 
Bradley ſaid, he had 201. or 30 I. more to give 
for 2 votes, if there was occaſion, but there was 
no danger at that time: that the day before the 
hearing of the petition by the committee, he was 
in company with Pyke, and others, and it being 
ſaid, there was no ſwearing in it, Pyke replied, 


he would ' ſwear and lye too, but he would 


carry the election: that Worger, a preſbyterian, 
who voted for Lord Bellew, and is ſummoned as a 
witneſs for the petitioner, upon the petitioner's de- 
firing him to do, as he would be done by, anſwer- 
ed, Neighbour, do not tell me, 6 guineas is better 
than that : that Hayter, who voted for Lord Bel- 
lew, ſaid, he would not vote for any one, without 
51. He ſaid alſo, that the petitioner was at the 
Star, and went away about 10, the night . 
the election. 

For Lord Bellew. Ghent ſaid, the petitioner, 
juſt before he went to Steyning, ſaid, he would 
certainly petition, if he had but three or four votes. 

Hilman ſaid, he heard Knight ſay, he ſhould 
have an houſe, if he came to prove bribery for 
Lord Bellew, but he did not know Knight was a 
tenant to the petitioner, or that he aſked votes. 

Mr. Trayton ſaid, on the 16th of October laſt, 
as ſteward to the Duke of Norfolk, he kept a 
court-leet and court-baron at Steyning, and went 
afterwards to keep an hundred-court for his grace; 
and whilſt he was there, one Mills, a ſadler at 
Steyning, ſent for him, and offered him a re- 
ward, he thinks, of 10 or 20 guineas, but did not 
name the ſum, if he would chooſe one Andrews 
conſtable; and Mills named the petitioner and his 

„and made it plain, Andrews was in his inte- 
reſt ; but he bid Mills go home, and mind his own 
trade : that Andrews and Dickenſon were returned, 
and the latter choſen; and he does not know any 
thing of Mills's being an agent for the petitioner. 
| Willet and Langley ſaid, Mills gave them, the 
night before the election, ſix-pence each, and 2 
or 3 nights before, a ſhilling or eighteen pence 


each, to ſpend, and aſked their votes for the pe- 


titioner : they did not promiſe, but voted for Lord 
Bellew ; and did not know, Mills ſollicited or aſked 
any other votes. 

Pyke ſaid, Mills told him, he was ſorry the 
witneſs was out of the way, they had loſt an op- 
portunity of a conſtable ; and Mr. Lancaſter gave 


him 5 guineas, and promiſed 5 more, to get An- 


drews conſtable, for he had promiſed to return the 
petitioner : that Lancaſter lives under the petitioner, 
in an houſe the petitioner hires, and voted and 
took the poll for the petitioner : that the petitioner 
treated ſeveral people, particularly Aylmer: that 
he heard Mills ſay in company, the petitioner uſed 
him hardly, and becauſe all the gentlemen of the 
country appeared for Lord Bellew, he thought pro- 
per to vote for him, and oblige them rather than 
the petitioner, who had raiſed his rent, and would 
not give him a receipt for the land- tax, to keep 
him under: that 20 of the petitioner's voters are 
his own-tenants : that Knight ſollicited votes for, 


and is a manager for the petitioner, and brews 


beer at the petitioner's expence ; and on occa- 

ſion of this election, the petitioner ſhewed him the ac- 

count Knight had given him for brewing, and ſaid he 
2 


was ſorry he ſhould ſay any thing againſt him, for 
he had always done for him all he deſired : that: 
Knight takes upon him to buy and ſell the borough; 
and had a 3ol. note for his intereſt at a former elec- 
tion, and has treated ſeveral at his houſe, but 
would not charge the petitioner with it. 

Kelſey faid, that Waller, one of the petitioner's 


voters, told him the day before the election, he 


would pay his rent to be for the petitioner; and 
therefore could not be for Lord Bellew. _ : 

Hunt ſaid, Hanſon, a voter for Lord Bellew, 
ſaid to him he could get nothing for his vote. 

Whereupon the commmittee reſolved, ' 

That Richard Lord Bellew, of the kingdom of: 
Ireland, is duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in * 
preſent parliament for this borough. 

The reſolution of the 8th of December laſt, re- 
lating to lords of parliament, and lord lieutenants 
of counties, concerning themſelves in the elections 
of members to ſerve for the commons in parlia- 
ment, was read: and the reſolution of the commit - 
tee diſagreed to. 

A motion was made; and the queſtion put, 

That William Wallis, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for the 
ſaid borough : and diſagreed to. 

Reſolved, that the election for the ſaid borough, 
is a void election. 

Ordered, that no new writ do iſſue this ſeſſion 
for electing a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough. 

March 30, 1915. A petition of William Wallis, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that atthe election for this 
borough, major-general John Pepper, Robert Leaves, 
John Middleton, eſquires, and the petitioner, were 
candidates : that by the corruption, and other un- 
due practices, of the ſaid major-general Pepper, 
and Mr. Leaves, have procured themſelves to be 


returned for the ſaid borough, to the great injury 


of the petitioner, who ought to have been returned : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 22, 1716. The petition of William Wallis, 
eſquire, the ſame in ſubſtance with the laſt, was read 
again. 

_ Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 9, 1717. Ordered, to be reported on Thurſ- 
day next. 

ith. Mr. n reported the matter of the 
ſaid election. 

That the committee had examined the merits of 
the election. 

The poll was, for the ſiting-member, 62. 

for the petitioner, 39. 

It was proved, that 34 of the ſitting-member's 
voters received bribes for their votes from the ſit- 
ting-member a few days before the election; ſome 
had 51. others 4 guineas each; and that ſeveral 
hogs, and ſome corn, were diſtributed to them by 
the ſitting-member's order. 

Robert Hanſon ſaid, the ſitting- member threat- 
ened to make him leave his country, if he came up 
to give evidence againſt him. 

That no body appeared to defend the ſitting- 


member's election, therefore the committee re- 


ſolved, 
That Robert Leaves, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a S to ſerve i in this preſent parliament, for this 


borough. 


That 
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That William Wallis, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


And ordered the return to be amended, 

OR. 18, 1722. A petition of William Wallis, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, 
with Sir Henry Goreing, baronet, Sir Robert Fagg, 
baronet, major-general John Pepper, and John 
Gumley, eſquire, were candidates at the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this borough. 
The petitioner had a majority of uncorrupt votes, 
and ought to have been returned ; but by bribery, 
and other indirect practices of the ſaid general Pep- 
per and Mr. Gumley, who procured themſelves to 
be returned, to the manifeſt i wy of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered,” that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

rt the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of Sir Harry Goreing, baronet, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the election of members to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, the petitioner, 
Sir Robert Fagg, baronet, John Gumley, eſquire, 
major-general John Pepper, and William Wallis, 
eſquire, were candidates : that general Pepper, Mr. 
Gumley, colonel Earle, and ſeveral other agents on 
their behalf, were guilty of bribery and other cor- 
rupt practices, in order to procure them, the ſaid 
general Pepper and Mr. Gumley, to be elected, and 
by ſuch corruption they were returned, to the great 
prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. Alſo 

Another petition of Sir Harry Goreing, baronet, 
was read, ſhewing; that the qualification of gene- 
ral Pepper, and John Gumley, eſquire, was ob- 
jected to at the time of the election: that the ſaid 
Mr. Gumley and general Pepper, and ſeveral of 
their agents, were guilty of bribery, and other cor- 
rupt practices, in order to procure them to be elect- 
ed burgeſſes for the ſaid borough, and by ſuch cor- 
ruption they were returned to the prejudice of the 
petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of Sir Robert Fagg, baronet, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the election of members to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, the petitioner, 
major-general Pepper, John Gumley, and William 
Wallis, efquires, were candidates ; that the faid 
general Pepper, and Mr. Gumley, and their agents, 
were guilty of bribery, and other corrupt practices, 
in order to procure themſelves to be elected bur- 
geſſes of the faid borough ; and they were accord- 
ingly returned, notwithſtanding the petitioner had 
a majority of legal votes: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to. the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. Alſo 

Another petition of Sir Robert Fagg, baronet, 
was read: ſhewing, that major- general Pepper, and 
John Gumley, eſquire, and their agents, were 
guilty of bribery and other corrupt practices, in 
order to procure themſelves to be elected burgeſſes 
of this borough; and they were accordingly re- 
turned, notwithſtanding the petitioner was duly 
elected by a majority of legal votes, and ought to 
have been returned; and the petitioner does object to 
general Pepper and Mr. Fong 8 qualifications : 
and praying &c. 


Ordered, they be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter, with their opinion. 

Jan. 21. Ordered, that William Wallis, eſquire, 
have leave to withdraw his ſaid petition. 


22d. Ordered, Sir Harry Goreing, baronet, have 


leave to withdraw his ſaid petition. 

23d. Ordered, that Sir Robert Fagg, baronet, 
have leave to withdraw his ſaid petition, 

Nov. 13, 1724. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, in the room of John 
Gumley, eſquire, made commiſſary-general of the 
muſters. 

Dec. 5. 1724. A petition of Thomas Harriſon, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
for a member to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 
rough, the 23d of November, 1724 ; the petitioner, 
and John Gumley, eſquire, were candidates; that 
the petitioner had a conſiderable majority of legal 
votes, and ought to have been returned for the 
ſaid borough; but Mr. Gumley and his agents by 
bribery, by treating after the teſte of the writ, and 
other indirect practices, have deprived the petition- 
er ſitting in the houſe, by procuring an illegal re- 
turn, in prejudice of the petitioner: and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

14. Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
committee, that they do hear the matter of the ſaid 
petition, on the 19th day of January next. 

Jan. 13th. The houſe being inſormed that John 
Gumley, eſquire, ſirting-member for this borough, 
did on the 10th day of December laſt, purſuant to 
the ſtanding order of the houſe of the 21ſt of No- 
vember, 1717, leave with the clerk of the houſe the 
demand of the qualification of Thomas Harriſon, 
eſquire, who petitioned, complaining of an undue 
election and return for. this borough ; and that he 
had not yet delivered in to the clerk any papers of 
the qualification. 

The demand of the qualification was read; and 
alſo the order of the 21ſt of November, 1717. 
And the clerk acquainted the houſe he had not re- 


ceived any particular of the ſaid Mr, Harriſon's 


qualification. 

Ordered, that the committee of privileges and 
elections be diſcharged from proceeding upon the 
petition of the ſaid Thomas Harriſon, eſquire, he 
having neglected to deliver in his qualification 
within 15 days after the demand thereof, purſuant 
to the ſaid ſtanding order. 


STOCKBRIDGE. 


a | HIS borough is within the county of Hants 
or Southampton. 
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Doctor Willis writes, it willis, 


never ſent burgeſſes to parliament, until the 1ſt of 749 48. 


Queen Elizabeth: but it ſeems to me, that he has 
ſet the time too early; for 1 apprehend, the firſt 
ſummons will appear to be in the gth of that 
reign ; of which and the other memoirs relating to 


its elections and members, in that reſpect, I ſhall- 


ſet down theſe following. 

Jan. 22, 1562. For that burgeſſes be returned of 
this and divers other boroughs (ſee St. Jermyns in 
Cornwall, &c.) Mr. Speaker declared to the houſe, 20 
that the lord ſteward agreed, they ſhould reſort into 
the houſe, and with convenient ſpeed to ſhew their 

letters 


D'Ewes 
* urn l, 
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p The Borough of STOCKBRIDOE. 


enen patent, why they be rerurned in this par- 
liament. 

May 9, 1614. Mr. Fuller reported the caſe of 
Stockbridge.— That but 28 in the town that had true 
voice in the election. That Friday morning ap- 
pointed. — That then Mr. St. John had 21 voices, 
Mr. Giffard had . . voices. After That 
the indentures were ſo made.—That the bailiff got 
the ſeal of the town into his hand, and returned. 
That a purſevant came thither, and arreſted ame 
in the town with great extremity.— Divers letters, 
very threatning to that purpoſe ; whereof, one from 
Mr. Chancellor . . . 

Sir Francis Goodwyn moveth, the bait of the 
town, and 

Sir Edward Hobby. That two, by warrant from 
Mr. Chancellor of the duchy. — Moveth, to have 
the petition read. To have the parties diſcharged 3 
and that they in their perſons may be heard in the 
houſe, having no counſel. 

Sir Dudley Diggs moveth, Mr. Chancellor may 
be ſequeſtered. | 

Sir Oliver St. John; That he may be ſent for 
by the ſerjeant that arreſted theſe perſons. 

Mr. Mallet: That it will be a great terror to the 

if Mr. Chancellor fit as a judge. Moveth, 
if preſent, he may anſwer it at the bar. 

Mr. Davys:— That Mr. Chancellor a Welſhman, 
a counſcllor of ſtate, — employed one of the ſtate 
for the ſtate, yet no help; but now he muſt anſwer 
1 
Mr. Aſhley: —Miſdemeanor in the bailiff, in falſe 
returning one not choſen. — A purſevant ſent : 71. 
charges : Threatning letters : Poor petitioners ar- 
reſted. —Moveth, they be heard in perſon ; and Mr. 
Chancellor to hear them. That Mr. Chancellor an- 
ſwer it in perſon at the bar. 

Sir Robert Phillips: —Queſtion now of undertak- 
ing. That Mr. Chancellor an undertaker, con- 
trary to the privileges of the houſe : that ground 
ſufficient againſt him by his letter and warrant. — 
Moveth, he may be ſecluded from the houſe, till 
he give ſatisfaction; and that the parties may be 
heard, and they may have their charge. 

Mr. Chancellor ſequeſtered by order of the houſe. 

Sir A. Cope : That Mr. Chancellor ought to 
have been preſent, and heard the accuſation ; and 
that injuſtice not to ſuffer it. 

Sir Herbert Crofts : That Mr. Chancellor went 
out voluntarily : for may hear his accuſation : but 
after a debate, to be ſequeſtered. If after thought 
fit to queſtion him, if ten counſellors, to hear 
him at the bar. No cauſe to defer it till the re- 
crimination of the other 

Sir Francis Goodwin:—That fit he ſhould go out 
voluntarily; and ſo to keep out, becauſe matter 
ſufficient upon his letter and warrant, to proceed 

him.— 

That Mr. Chancellor, Sir William Cope, and 


Shaplyne: — That they went about an dectzon, 


but hindered by the . . . That they never heard any 
name of Sir H. Wallop.— That Mr. St. John had 
16 inhabitants, and 5 freeholders. 

That Sir . . . Giffard, for fear of revenge, 
had 22 voices, but deſired reſpite. — That Blower 
arreſted him, and would not ſuffer him to go home ; 


refuſed all bail. 


That the bailiff after this — an inmate, one 
bound over for ſtealing of ſheep. That one Cook 
ſaid, he would bear out the bailiff, if it coſt him 
100 1. — That he arreſted at Andover, having three 


children, and no wife would not ſuffer him to 


go home; ſtruck him down; beat him; rode aftet 


him, beating his horſe. Required fees by the 
purſevants. That they have had of him for tees 
61. 5s. 

That the bailiff told Shaplyne, his name already 
returned. That hath coſt him 61. and his horſe 
at pawn for it. N 

George Sawyer: That he arreſted in the Mid- 
dle-Temple, but durſt . .. . That Harbyn, a man 
of the warden of the Fleet, came down to Stock- 
bridge, and arreſted him upon the chancellor's . 
rant. 

That the purſevant.— 

Harbyn, kneeling at the bar, confeſt he arreſted 
Edmonds, by Mr. Chancellor's warrant, and took 
20s. for fees; and demanded 4 nobles for his 
maſter's fee. — That he hath a gentleman's word 
to bring him the laſt day of the term. 

Sawyer: —— That he demanded of him 335. 
4 d.— That the ſurveyor of the duchy, at the elcc- 
tion, gave threatning ſpeeches. —That Sir Richard 
Giffard had 22 voices, and Mr. St. John 21 voices. 

For Harbyn, No cauſe to puniſh him, becauſe 
he was not to queſtion Mr. Chancellor's warrant. 
Sir Richard Giffard, Blower, and Cook, inter- 
rupters of the election. That Sir Walter Cope, 
by the generality of the town, was thought fit to be 
one. 

Mr. Chancellor charged with his letter and war- 
rant. 

Ordered, the other letters to be brought to- mor- 
row, by Mr. Fuller. 

Gerard Bromley, the ſurveyor of the duchy, 
Peirce, a purſevant, that arreſted and beat him at 
Andover ; Walter Blower, the purſevant, and bai- 
liff; Cook and Dean to be ſent for by the ſerjeant, 
to be [here] to-morrow. 

Mr. Gerard's man, that bound Shaplyne over to 
his good behaviour, to be here to morrow morning 
with the bond and warrant {by 7.) 

Sir W. Cope excuſeth himſelf from all know- 
ledge of any ſuch letter or warrant, as. 

TEM meet here to-morrow morning 'by 7 of the 
cloc 

roth. Divers of Mr. Chancellor of the duchy 
his letters, divers affidavits. 

Mr. William Fanſhaw : — That the chancellor 
hath no power in elections. That the chancellor, 
in his younger time of good ſervice; now, in his age, 
abuſed by bad ſervants. That theſe letters were 
written by one that will ſel] his maſter, and all for 
208, Loveday, who cauſerh Mr. Chancellor, 
not only in this, but in other things, concerning 
the King's profit in his woods, and in many other 


things——declareth many particulars —moveth, 


he may be examined; and thinketh, it will fall out 
the chancellor free, ſave only, for fitting his hand 
to that which Loveday brought to him: and that 
he and others of his men had undertaken for money, 
to have put in divers names, not returned. 

Sir George Moor moveth, that in reſpect of the 
chancellor's age, and former ſervice, conſideration 
may be had of his age and ſervice ; and his man 
to be ſequeſtered, who thus miſleadeth him, ang as 
give him a time. 

Sir John Strangeways :— ſorry to ſee ba hear 
that he doth this day——Lamentable, that this ſtate 
governed by a counſellor, that governed by his 
man. 

Sir Jo. Sammes: That till the time of Henry IV. 
no chancellor of the duchy. That that court eſta- 


bliſhed only by Henry IV. fearing che joining it to 
| the 


* 


The Brough of  Stocxaiince. 


the comm, might prove prepadiciet w him, daubt- and damages. — A memorial of this to be entered 
ing hs tale che cxmmm;— Thar the officers of the in the dooks :—not to meddle with che ſecretury. 
daddy, zgook por ann. waukd hwe no court'of Myr. Brook :— An aft t be entered here, with a 
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the eunrning the ducky w 


> 


© 
Chancellor, 


mer > cxxmine the ferns, how for he hath miſled 
ns makes - — Ehketh nec the alteration of the courts 
of cquiny - — nat pail w defend the cafe, bur 
cmmaic the foal, by coounining Shaflyn, for the 
HM wige of the farveyer, in the execution of his 
efftr. — If the cuflorm of the ducky w bind 'to 
goed brhwrinan, amd ww appear in the ducky, then 
un. eech, conſfideration of 
his age, ferviee, Sm. .... . 1 10 Y 
. E letters, his acts: 
ann here, this proceed- 
ing o>— cached hin for a time > then a time for 
c | 


Mir. Haſlyan ———A preferiprion of the chan- 
ccllan's pomrr in clkflien, againt the right of this 
houſe and hag — Sat. —Greater power than 
able rei nl. not to be received :!——cthar 
theſe heres hewaghe wn the chancellor ready written. 
— = mon may juſlify, whether he 
1 fem hs maſter in cheſe 

Mi. Amary >— allowerh the carefulneſs and 
emcee of whe haufe in the miſgonen clefti- 
ns : for whacrrer exmcth nor well, finterh not well: 
nr the read: — likech 
the their aw power; yet proceeding 
wath madrxman ; fpraking ſharply, but 
30 wd perſon : a counſellor 
of fre, mgarfrncing the perfor of the King, as we 
ber de an ambaſſador in France. 
Goal frank in the bf weary with France. — A 
counfllan's for, of grrar age. —The houſe in diſpo- 
faina, ackle and grarraus —We live not in Plato his 
nenten wherein abuſes have 
gar the wpper hand — The preſcription of the chan- 
cclier w have the mananatien of ane of the 
mexcry ef the ducky-wwans:— yer hath been fo in his 
rementhraer. . :—yct ancient :—error ten- 
param. — A hill w arfeem all theſe abuſes ; wherear, 
he, though aan 2 committee; yet attended ; for at- 
bee alfl ha forumes w his means, by this houſe: 
month am exary.— A cenſure of — 
A gran paar of grramefs w cemit. —/ elle, & poſſe, 
oe A | 

M. — Femecth oxile 20d charyddis. — 
mos faver be greater the per- 
fon, the mace the effener. —Dfoverh a ſequeſtration, 
and then a frramker candulrrarion. 

dic. Darys —Sunry of this queſtion here; yer 
nere woang w the houſe, if we take 
noairagyy ef © — Theo good effefts : caution to 
great encs henrafirr, e: encourage- 
ment ww» frurkallies w ufe their own right in clec- 
tins - 2 good precadient im furuee ages, that this 
All be praiſed, im any, foever —Aggra- 
wancth the cwcmniunces eur of the letters. An er- 
uk aft of pariumrar againſt theſe lercers by the 


wem., er lute of the proceedings ar hw. 

puniſhment ef the parry, 2s moderace zz ſhall pleaſe. 

— The panties waanged, w be righted —-2. Mr. St. 

Jobkn.—2. w w the eleftors for their coſts 
Parr IL $ 2 


neee of the - 


nity, er ˙ bur the chancery. — Moverh recital of what hath been dene ; ſhewing our dete- 


ec 


ſtation of the offence. — To de for a 
fortnight, — 1 the rather, becauſe he hath 
thing, but juſtifieth any thing. — Satisfaction to the 
parnes Mr. Chancellor, or ſore other: 


complainants, the chancellor merciful; but if any arreſt 


by a purſevant, and all che other extremities uſed, 
mercy : he defireth- 3 t, not mercy. —-Grear 
perſons break through the law, little ones catched. 
This not fit for law-makers : An ill precedent. 
— Moveth (for ſo much as not propor- 
tionable to the offence, nor will give the country Sic orig. 
receive ſatisfaction) that he anſwer it as an offender, 


* - 
£ 


parties not ſent for about the election, but for abuſing 
his Majeſty's commiſſioners and commiſſion. — 
Moveth an examination of this, before the chan- 


unjuſt, reſpecting perſons ; for can judge of them: 
— * Of our lives and 


ment, to have a new writ, and he to be excluded. 

(Mr. Attorney) the heir apparent of eloqueace : 
— Quitteth Sir W. Cope, and Sir H. Wallop :— 
yet moveth, that a new writ may go out, for a new 
election; and then, may be, they may be choſen again. 
— That penalties upon the ſheriff take not away 
the power of the houſe, but may put them out 
which are falſely returned. 

Mr. Fuller: That the chancellor prayed time, 
and hath now written it ; yet thinketh fir he ſhould 
have time: aggravated the fault of the bailiff. 

Sir Dudley Diggs : — That when Mr. Speakex 
ſtandeth up ; the others ſtanding up, ſhould fic 
down. 


Sir H. Crofts : That — giveth all reverence to 
Mr. Chancellor. That moſt have gone too tenderly, 
8 6 none 


— 2ofSirocaatk 1De2. 


the quick, but Sig R. Owen, with whos he Nun bend thakany.im thiplageinsn delingquene;; 
— — the aſſence Seh- hath anfwrriibfat: bini bamberg 


NM. Sr atkoowledgerh.1 the fault. 


— nah. wit. 5c Bk — 


mated os ao ;; pers * 
have juſtice : 2 bas. hot. wi, 
beſt be may be hw. the <omeniat. 40 
Sir William Walter moverh, be may — 
— puriſhment. That he may be A 
A os Se whack; hg 
hoperth his age wall of itſeif take order au. 
Mr. Whifton : — That Sir Stephen Proctor, the 
French company, and n 
at à committee. Moveth the like for ham. 
Sir John Hollys :-— Nox fic for nen 
: flence.— The fault fufficiendy underſtood, whereaf, 
- thinketh, he canngt dear himſelf from. one. His fk 
letter, and his letter to prove it.. Not here as 2 
' counſellor, but a knight of the ſhure ; yer would nax 
| have him brought tg the bar.— Thar if he delve 
de be beard, he come to the bar, cite nor in c 
in reſpect of his age and place. 
Sir Edward Hobby Noe to hear him, except 
he deſire t. 

Sir Edward Montague b 
nezal, whether be ſhall be heard, or no 3 and chen 
to be heard at his choice; if he will be beard, when 
be underſtandeth, that he muſt be heard at rhe bar. 
an 22 
1 2 2 


r 
whether he ſhall be excluded. _ 
„ Mr. Scrjeans:— The firſt queſtion to be, whether 
he ſhall be heard. „ 
committee. 

Sir Samuel Sandys : — That perſons near -the 
. r 


. ——— — 
I. Ul —— —— ñ—ü— 
2 Merit them he will 


Poniſh it lo, : awif;ehia, 
baſe. ſhall ſnoPingarcede for — 


Nn ee ee en e eee be ee [1 


* Tharfirto have h 


due 'houle. . N ar GoR we 
Roben unt he may be 
ordered to be heard! here amor, at nine of the. 
— ——— be 


- caſt out of the houſe, and a new writ to go o w.] 


n Jam Berne: :— Nor o- deny to licat him, if 
be requint its 2765 tender, nat to have him heard! at 
the bar vii he. come. nar. chat: time, -noHſengence 
him, a f mens. : il on - 
. Sic H. C: No unmammeriy de Glen 
upon the King's mefſage.——Moveth,, a meſſage to 
the — — his: Majeſty, 
for-bis meſſage. ad: [':9woils —: wot hf 
| Ondereds upon: the queſtion, that the final cenſure 
> of th buns he def Whine of twclock, 
n iich iet mon H 
And chat Mr. Secretary — ͤ we'— 
this houſe ro the, King,” t9/[hew;the thankful acerp- 
tation of the houſe; of his Majeſty's meſſage s and 
thar the houſe thinketh, notwithſtanding, fitting, to 
— — — 1 5 
/_ 13th.--Mr. Seriram ſent fb ſee df Mr. Chantellor of 


Wherenpon, Mr. x faithflally, and 
with reſpoct to the houſe, thereof, 


he did che meſſage of the h ο. That bis Majeſty 
will ever highly -prizc the: liberzes of this houſe : 
with thanks for their courſe af: juſtice now; or upon 
any, -of-what- quality ſoever, ſor this or the like 
offence. — — def. 
pend him from the council. E i Had: 
Ordered, upoo the Ä——— 
and anew: Wig fot.a-mew--chvice. The:charge of 
the parties wronged, and the miſdemeanors of the 
bailiffs, purſevant, &c. to be referred to the. con- 
fiderating. of the commirtee-for privileges. 
Mr. Hackwill :— That not 3 new choice, and yet 
thoſe mms opghernct an frewe: for an undue 
return, and leaving to returni the true parties choſen, 
by cha means m PEI — 
—ↄ 8 
c No queſtion, ben Mr... Se Jokn and Mir Giffard 
duly- choſen :—Thinketh the bailiff ought to be ſent 
for. — 29 Elz. Mr. Fermor and Mr. Greſham re- 


unnd. Exception wo the return. The old inden- 


ture called for, and the other — 32 Hen. 
VL Owndle returned knight for Rutlandſhire. — 
appeared. upon examination, that Thorp elected: 

whereupon Owadle put out; and Thorp ordered to 


ſand — That a man choſen cannot wave: — if he 


choſen in anocher- ſhire, then where reſident 3 other- 
wiſe. cannot waye— That: a new writ - ought to go 
in Sir H..Wallop's place, and Mr. St. John to ſtand. 


f 1 of Sto . 0 K B * rr * 
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Why ee 
Sr "William Cope moverh, chat a that is 
babe mad pour and the order 


parliament being fo great] we Mall noc proceed to er- i 
amine the likę fault in others for theſe prefling letter 
Sir James — w ſhrew mer- 


WN ; 
Mr. Duncombe : why IPOD 

for mercy, . 
Mr. Aſhly moveth for a meſſage of mercy, bur 


in due time to be. 
— parkimens, 


Sir Ed. Sands Sir. 
told Mr. Speaker, at bar, the judgment greater to 
him, than if they had ſtruck off his head. How 
much greter here where a counſellor thus ſenenceid. 
— Moveth for a meſſage, that we are doubly faris- 
fied : 1. with the cenſure in this houſe, and then 
ment. 2 22 


- 


: refterh (for their parts 
4 — aftted, and deſite no further pu- 
| niſhment , but Jeave that wholly to himſelf. 


Wit 11 
E 


, - 
— 
MN 


EF 


r moveth, this meſſage may ſtay till 
S :—To Lada 


12 _— IVE a cd bon 
- Octiered, upon. the at Mr. Secretary, 
may return the humble s of the houſe, for his” 


meſſage fene by him this day; and that the houſe 
) ſatisfied with' the puniſkment* 


"May 17, 1661. 'Serjeant Charleton reported from 


' commirgee of and elections, touching 
e the double return for this borough, that Sir Robert 
' whe,” and Robert tips, eſquire, 


reared by one indenture and Flenry Whitehead, 
ad Sir Robert Howard, 2 another indenture 


officer, ought” 
ion, touching the 
on, be determined : whereto the houſe agreed. 
"Juke 29. Serjeant Charleton reported from the 
r committee, touching che election for this bo- 
concerning which, the queſtion was, he- 
: bailiff had well adj the election; and 
the committee, that the bailiff had 
the fame; and that Sir Robert 
colonel Phillips, were well elected : 
houfe _ 
. 25, 1680. A petition of Henry Whitehead, 


5 to the committee of 
and elections, to examine the matter, and 
to the houſe, with their opinion. * 
Mr. Treby reports from the ſaid com- 
they, having taken into conſideration 
fad matter, had agreed upon the following re- 


That Henry Whirchead, eſquire; is duly elected 
_ @burgefs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
: whereto the houſe agreed. 

- March 25, 168 1. A petition of Henry White- 
| head, eſquire, was read, touching che election for 
this borough. ' 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


T 


1 


2671 
1 


ſolve. - 


ij 


= privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
A wich their opinion, to the houſe. 


OR. 28, 1689. A petition of William Strode, 
was read; ſhewing, that upon the death 


of Oliver St. John, eſquire, who lately ſerved in 


this ——_ for chis borough, a writ did lately 
r another member there; and that 
6th of September laſt was the day for the 
— and the perſons in nomination, were Wil- 
- Ham Montague, 2 and the petitioner: that 
the petitioner was then duly elected by the majority 
of the legal electors; yet the ſaid William Montague, 
by undue practices, prevailed with Richard Hews, 
conſtable or bailiff of the borough, to return the 
= 1 as duly elected; whereas he was 
and whereby the petitioner is deprived of the 
of firing in in the houſe : and praying c. 

. William Reeves, and other bur- 
— of this borough, was read ; ſhewing, * that 
this borough, is 2a borough by preſcription ; and 
harh right to ſend two burgeſſes to parliament: that 
Oliver St. one of the members of 
the faid borough, being lately dead, and a precept 
directed to che bailiff for electing another member, 
the 26th day of September was the day appointed 
for the election; when William Strode, eſquire, was 


+ duly choſen by the majority of the electors: but 
William 


[HL 
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their petition againſt Mr. Montague's return, and 
the irregularities committed there at the ſaid elec- 
tion, was by. the -houſe declared void, and Mr. 
Montague to be incapable to ſtand as a member: 
upon which, the 28th of December laſt was the day 
appointed for the election of another member in 
his ſtead,, when William 
choſen by the majority of the legal 
notwit 
rect practices, with one Hall and Gatehouſe, hath 
prevailed upon Richard Hewes, the bailiff, to make 
an undue 'return of the faid Mrr. Neale, though not 
legally choſen, to the prejudice of the petitioners : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, thas 4 it be ceſerted to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 25, 1690. A petition of William Monta- 
gue, eſq; was read ſhewing, that he was elected and 
returned a burgels, to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough, as by the records in the Crown-of- 
fice appears : but being in execution, in the cuſto- 
dy of the marſhal of the King's-bench, at the time 
of the election, the 'marſhal ſcruples to give 
him the liberty he ought. to have by privilege of 
parliament, to attend his duty there: and in re- 
gard therefore, that by law, notwithſtanding ſuch 
his execution, he is a perſon eligible to ſerve in par- 
liament, and is ſo elected; he prayed, that his pri- 
vilege of parliament may be allowed ſo long as it 
continues, and he be enlarged to attend his ſervice 
in the houſe. 

Ordered, that it be referred to a committee, to 
examine the matter of the ſaid petition, and ſearch 
for precedents; and make their report thereof to the 
houſe: A committee was namedaccordingly, and em- 
powered to ſend for perſons, papers, and records. 

April 2. A petition of William Reeves, and 
others, burgeſſes of this borough, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that William Strode and Richard White- 
head, eſquires, were duly elected for the ſaid bo- 
rough: but that the bailiff, Richard Hewes, hath 
returned William Montague, eſquire, in the ſtead 
of the ſaid Mr. Strode, though not duly choſen, 
in prejudice to the rights of the petitioners: and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, to the houſe. 

May 5th. Mr. Charles Montague reported from 


electors: but 


the committee, to whom the petition of William 


Montague, eſquire, was referred. That they had 
examined the matter of the ſaid petition, and alſo 
ſearched ſuch precedents or caſes, as they do con- 
ceive relative to this caſe : and the caſe and prece- 
dents are as follow —— 

That it appeared by the books of the marſhal 
of the King's-bench, that William Montague, eſ- 


quire, did ſurrender himſelf to the faid marſhal on _. 


the 28th of January oo. But, as to the time of 
Pax Il, 


eſquire, was duly 
Thomas Neale, eſquire, by indi- 
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his being charged in execution, by the committitur 
upon the judgment in the King's-bench, he is ſaid 
to be preſent in court, and charged in execution for 
the ſum of 5073 L at the ſuit of John Lewknor, eſ- 
quire, on the gth of February; but by the 
— not charged lh che' git, of 
February 168g. 

That it appears by the record in the Crown-of- 
fice, that a writ, bearing date February the 6th, 


1689, being directed to the ſheriff of Southampton 


id for elefting members to ſerve in this preſent 
town is a borough by preſcription, and that upon 


parliament ; there is returned with it an inden- 
ture from this borough, dated February the 21 ; 
wherein it is certified, that William Montague, 
eſquire, and Richard Whitehead, eſquire, are duly 
elected burgeſſes for Stockbridge to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament. 

That they likewiſe conſidered, whether Mr. Mon- 
tague, being in execution on the 5th or 7th of Fe- 


bruary, was capable of being clected on the 21ſt; 


and find, that my Lord Cook affirms, that all per- 
ſons are cligible, except aliens, minors, and perſons 
attainted of treaſon, or felony ; and likewiſe, that 
Sir Trevor Williams, and others, did ſerve as 
members of the laſt parliament, though charged in 
execution before the dates of the letters of ſummons, 

That, in the next place, they learched for prece- 
dents of the method of proccedings, which this 


houſe hath uſed in caſes of privilege, that did near- 


eſt reſemble this; and in their enquiry they obſerv- 
ed great diverſity in the precedents, according to 
the difference of times ; the privilege of this houſe 
being leſs limited in ſome reigns than in others, 
and the method of freeing their members under ar-- 
reſts very diſferent ; and therefore they thought fit 
to have them reported, according to the order of 
time wherein they happened. 

In the 31ſt of Henry VI.— The caſe of Tho- 
mas Thorpe, ſpeaker of the houſe, which was 
thus, viz. the parliament having been adjourned at 
Reading, from the 12th of November, to the 11th 
of February, and thence to the 14th following, 
Richard Duke of York ſued Thomas Thorpe, the 
ſaid Speaker, in the Exchequer, and got a verdict 
and judgment againft him for 10001. damages, and 
101. coſts, between the ſaid 12th of November and 
11th of February, and took and detained him pri- 
ſoner in the Fleet ; whereupon, when the parliament 
met, the whole houſe of commons preſented a pe- 
tition for his enlargement; which, being entered in 
the parliament rolls, the committee ordered to be 
reported at large, as follows 

Requeſta falla per communes pro deliberatione prole- 

cutoris ſui. 

FAIT a remembrer que le quatorziſme j jeur de Feve- 
ver Lan ſuisditz, les communes per certeines de lour 
compagnions firent requeſt au Roy, & les Seigneurs eſpi- 
rituelx & temporelz en le dit parlement efteantz qu'eux 
peuſſant avoir & enjoyer totz les ticlz libertes & 
privileges comeount efle accuſtomez, & d auncien 
temps uſez pur venantez au parlemeat, & concordaunt 
à meſmes les libertes & priviledges, que Thom. 7. borpe 
lour commune parlour, & Walter Rayle, membres de 
la dit parlemont, adonques efteantz in write, peuſſent al- 
ler allour large & liberte pur le boon eſploit du dit 
parlement. Rot Parliam 31, 32 Hen. * No. 
25, 26. | 

Parliam 31 Hen. VI. 
Declaratio fadta ex parte ducis Ebor. contra Aulile- 
ratiouem prædicti prolocutoris. | 
ITEM, The Friday the 15th day of February, it 
was opened and declared to the lords ſpiritual and 
| . temporal, 
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being in the parliament- chamber, by the 


counſel of the Duke of York, that where Tho- 


and thereupon the ſaid Duke tamed and took an ac- 
tion by bill in Michaelmas term laſt paſt, againſt 
the ſaid Thomas in the court of Exchequer, accord- 
ing to the privilege of the ſame court, forſomuch 
as the ſaid! Thomas was one of the court; by 


behalf ; and thereupon it was prayed humbly, on 
behalf of the . 
KX and committed by the ſaid Thomas 
ſince the beginning of this preſent parliament ; and 
alſo the ſaid bill and actzon were take and 
ramed, and, by proceſs of law, judgment thereupon 
given againſt the ſaid Thomas, in time of vacation 
of the ſame parliament, and not in parliament 
time; and alſo, that if the ſaid Thomas ſhould be 
releaſed by privilege of parliament, o'er the time 
that the ſaid Duke be ſatisfied of the ſaid damages 
and cofts, the ſame Duke ſhould be without reme- 
dy in that behalf; that the ſaid Thomas, accord- 
ing to the law, be kept in ward to the time that 
he hath fully contented and fatisfied the ſaid Duke 
of his ſaid damages and coſts. *© 

The lords ſpiritual and temporal, not interding 
to impeach or hurt the liberties and privileges of 
them that were commons for the ſaid commonalties 
of this land to this preſent perliament, but legally af- 
ter the courſe of law to miniſter juſtice, and to 
have knowledge what the law will weigh in that 
behalf, opened and declared to the juſtices the 
pieniſes; and axed of them, whether the faid 
Thomas ought to be delivered from pritcn, by force 
and virtue of the privilege of parliament, or nor ? 
To which queſtion, the chief-juſtice, in the name of 
all the juſtices, after ſad communication, and ma- 
ture deliberation had among them, anſwered and 
faid —— : 
„ That they ought not to anſwer to that queſ 
« tion, for it hath not yet been uſed aforetime, 
<« that the juſtices ſhould in any wiſe determine of 
< the privileges of the high court of parliament ; 
« for it is fo high and mighty in its nature, that ir 
% may make law, and that that is law, it may 
« make no law; and the determination and know- 
« ledge of that privilege belongeth to the lords of 
4 the parliament, and not to the juſti er.“ But as 
for declaration of proceeding in the lower courts 
in ſuch caſes, as writs of ſuperſedeas of privileges 
of parliament be brought and delivered, the ſaid 
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chief juſtice ſaid, © There be many and divers u- 
© perſedeas of privilege of parliament brought 
into the courts, but there is no general ſaperſe- 
<< deas brought to ſurcraſe all proceſſe; for if there 
* ſhould be, it would ſcem that this high court of 
ty, ſhould lett the proceſs of the common law, 
and fo it ſhould put the partys complainant wich- 


in ſuch caſes as be not for treaſon or felony, 
or ſurety of the pleas, or for a condemna- 
tion had before the parliament, it is uſed 
* that all fuch perſons 
« arreſts, and make an attorney, 
have their freedom and 
upon the parliament.” | 

After which anſwer and declaration it 


was Speaker of the parliament, i 
and that the premiſes ſhould be opened and declar- 


+ ed to them that were comen for the commons of 


this land : and that they ſhould be charged and com- 
manded in the King's name, that they, with all 
goodly hafte and ſpeed, proceed to the election of 


The which premiſes, foraſmuch as they were 
matters in law by the commandment of the lords, 
were opened and declared to the commons by the 
mouth of Walter Moyle, one of the King's ſer- 
jeants at law, in the preſence of the biſhop of Ely, 
accompanied with other lords in notable number; 
and there it was charged and commanded to the ſaid 
commons, by the ſaid biſhop of Ely in the King's 


name, that they ſhould proceed to the election of 


another ſpeaker with ail goodly haſte and ſpeed ; fo 
that the matters for which the King called this his 
parliament might be proceeded in, and this parlia- 
ment take good and effectual conclufion and end. 
That the King himſelf was not preſent during 
this ſeſſion, but the Duke of York did all things in 
this parliament by a ſpecial commiſſion. from the 
King as followeth; viz. . 
De procedendo in parliaments. 


is 32 apud palatium ſuum M gm adjornari ordina- 


vit, propter certas juſtas et rationabiles cauſas in eodem 


parliamento, in perſona ſua, intereſſe non potuit : idem 
domirus Rex de aviſamento et aſſenſu concilii ſui 
guaſdam literas patentes ſub magno ſigillo ſuo ſignatas 
coram dominis ſpiritualibus et temporalibus in preeſenti 
parliamento dio quarto decimo die Februarii exiſten 
legi fecit in bec verba: | 
Henricus, dei gratia, Rex Angliæ et Franciæ, et 
deminus Hiberniæ, omnibus ad ques præſentes literæ 
pervenerint, ſalutem. Sciatis, quod cum, pro quibudam 
arduis et urgentibus negotiis, nos, ftatum et defenſionem 
regni naſtri Augliæ et ecclefie Anglican contingentibus, 
guoddam parli naſtrum nuper apud Reding tene- 
ri, et uſque 14 diem bujus inſtantis menſis Februarii ad 


Palatium noftrum Nm adjarnari ordinavimus: quiz 


vero difio parliamento naſtru, propter certas juſtas et ra- 
tionabiles cauſas, in perſona noftra non poterimus inter- 
e: Nos de circumſpeſtione et induftria cariſſimi con- 

| Janguinet 


Ro. Par. 
Memcrandum, pro eo quod deminus Rex, qui prafſens zi H. U 
parliamentum ſuum mper apud Reding inchogvit et te- -ug 5 
nuit, et uſque 14 diem Februarii, anno ditti domini Re- 


Rot. Parl, 
1H. VIII. 
N. 26. 


VUI. 34, 


anguinei noſtri Ricardi Ducis Ebor plenam fiduciam 
reportan', eidem conſanguineo noſtro ad parliamentum 
preditlum nomine noſtro tenend', et in eodem procedend', et 
ad faciend omnia et fingula que pro nobis, et per nos, 
pro bono regimine et gubernatione regni naſtri præ- 
diffi, ac aliorum dominiorum noftrorum eidem regno 
noſtro pertinen ibidem fuerint faciend, necnon ad par- 
liamentum illud faciend et diſſolvend de aſſenſu concilii 
noſtri plenam tenore preſentium committimus poteſtatem, 
dantes ulterius de aſſenſu ejuſdem concilii noſtri tam 
univerſis et fingulis archiepiſcopis, epiſcopis, abbatibus, 
prioribus, ducibus, comitibus, baronibus, et militibus, 
cum omnibus aliis quor” intereſt ad parliamentum noſ- 
trum pr edifium conventur, ſcilicet tenore preſentium, fir- 
mit” in mandatis, quod ibidem conſanguineo naſtro inten- 
dant in premiſſis in forma predifia. In cujus rei teſti- 
monium bas literas noſtras fieri fecimus patentes. Teſte 
meipſo apud M H 13 die Februarii, anno regni 32. 
Per ipſum Regem et concilium. 
| That the committee had likewiſe before them a 
private act of parliament, 1 H. VII. wherein is 
Rot. Part, ſet forth, 
1H. VIII. That where Richard, ſometime Duke of York, 
N. 26. by the excitation, ſtirring and moving of one Tho- 
mas Colt, eſquire, being nigh of counſel with the 
faid late Duke, grievouſly maligned againſt Tho- 
mas Thorpe, for the true and faithful ſervice that 
he had done and owed to the ſaid late King Henry 
VI: and thereupon the faid late Duke affirmed a 
bill of treſpaſs againſt the ſaid Thomas Thorpe, 
in the court of the King's Exchequer, ſuppoſing 
by the ſame bill, that the ſaid Thomas Thorpe 
ſhould have taken from the ſaid Duke divers goods 
and chattles to the value of 2000 1. where in truth 
the ſaid Thomas Thorpe never took no ſuch 
goods of the ſaid Duke's, only by the command- 
ment of the King, the ſaid Thomas Thorpe ar- 
reſted certain harneſs and abiliments of war of the 
ſaid Duke; to which action the ſaid Thomas 
Thorpe, by the ſpecial labour and untrue means 
of the ſaid Thomas Colt was condemned to the 
ſaid Duke in 10101. &c. : and after that the ſaid 
Thomas Thorpe was with the ſaid King Henry VI. 
in the field of Northampton, and there was taken 
priſoner ; and after was cruelly, and contrary to all 
law and conſcience, beheaded and put to death, in 
Heringy Park. 

That there are ſeveral other precedents in the 
time of Henry VI. and Edward IV. where mem- 
bers arreſted and taken in execution, ſitting the par- 
liament, were obliged to procure acts of parliament 
for their enlargement, viz. | 

Rot Parl. William Lark, menial ſervant and attendant on 

H. VI, William Milrede, one of the citizens of London 

57. for the parliament of 8 Henry VI. was arreſted at 
Weſtminſter whilſt attending there on his maſter 
fitting the parliament ; and upon the petition of the 
commons, there was a ſpecial a& of parliament for 

+ his enlargement. 

ol. There was the like act of parliament for enlarge- 

N.g. ment of Walter Clerke, burgels of Chippenham in 
Wilts. - 

Ed. IV. Another for William Hyde. burgeſs of Chip- 

N. 55. penham. 

12F4.1y, Another for John Atwill, burgeſs for Exeter. 

N.35. All which were arreſted and taken in execution 
during the parliament, and their attendance of the 
houſe, yet releaſed by ſpecial acts of parliament; — 
But in the time of Henry VIII. the houſe proceed- 
ed by another manner, as in the caſe of i 

Hen. George Ferrers, who being arreſted during the 

. 34. parliament, was ſet at liberty by the ſerjeant : and 
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were ſent to'the Tower. ; 

Another precedent that the committee conſidered; e ten. 
was, the caſe of Chamond, as reported by my Lord II. 
Dyer, as followeth ; 


35 H. VIII. Trewinard was arreſted upon an exi- Dye, 53. 


gent at the ſuit of Skewis : and a writ of privilege 
of parliament iſſuing forth to Chamond, ſheriff of 
Cornwall; ſetting forth, that Trewinnard was a 
burgeſs ; and declaring the cuſtom of the privilege 
of parliament, the ſheriff ſet him at liberty : Upon 
this, the executors of Skewis brought an action 
againſt Chamond the ſheriff: to this he demurred ; 
and, upon this demurrer, theſe three points were 
argued. 

1. Whether privilege be grantable in this caſe, 
where a burgeſs of parliament is arreſted in an exi- 
gent. 
2. Whether, if privilege be grantable, the party 
ſo ſet at liberty ſhall be, for error, diſcharged from 
the execution of the plaintiff, or only during the 
parliament. 

3. Admitting that privilege is not allowable in 
this caſe, whether the writ and warrant of the King 
proceeding from parliament, be not a ſufficient 
excuſe and diſcharge for the ſheriff againſt the 
plaintiff. 

For the firſt it was alledged, that foraſmuch as 
the King and the whole realm had an intereſt in 
the body of every one of the ſaid members, the 
private intereſt of any particular man ought not to 
be regarded; for it is a maxim, guod majus dignum 
trahit ad ſe minus dignum, as was adjudged in the 
caſe in 6 Edward IV. That, if a man was con- 
demned in a treſpaſs or re- diſſeiſin, and in execu- 
tion for a fine to the King, if he was outlawed of 
felony, his body ſhould not be impriſoned at the 


ſuit of the party, becauſe the King had an intereſt 


in his body. 

And it is concluded, that the court of parliament 
is the higheſt court, and has more privileges than 
any other court of the realm. 

And that, in every caſe, without any exception, 
every burgeſs is privileged againſt arreſts at the ſuit 
of any ſubjects : and this caſe is the better, foraſ- 
much as the execution was ſued during the parlia- 
ment : In which caſe the plaintiff was at liberty to 
ſue execution of his body, or of his lands or 
goods : and alſo every privilege is by preſcription ; 
and every preſcription that is for the advantage of 
the commonweal is good, though it be prejudicial 
to any private perion. Therefore in the time of Ed- 
ward IV. it was held a good preſcription to dig in 
the ground of any man near the ſea to make bul- 
warks againſt the King's enemies. — That that was 
the argument in my lord chief juſtice Dyer. 

That they likewiſe obſerved by the record 
that the parliament was firſt ſummoned, and be- 
gan 16 January, 33 Hen. VIII. was prorogued to 
22 January, 34 Hen. VIII. and afterwards to 14 
January, 35 Hen. VIII. Thar the bill there brought 
by Skewys verſus Trewynard, was in Mich. 31H. VIII. 
two years before the ſummons of the parliament. 
That the exigent awarded againſt him after judg- 
ment, was dated 3o June, 35 Hen. VIII: that his 
rendring himſelf was 12th November, 35 Henry 
VIII. about two months before the ſeſſions began, 
on January the 14th, 35 Hen. VIII. So that the 


granting a writ of privilege on 22d of February, 


35 Hen. VIII. was contrary to the practice in Thorpe's 


caſe, 
That there is likewiſe obſervable, a ſpecial clauſe 
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in the writ of privilege, that iſhed forth at this 


time, and runs thus; 


Moore's 
Reports, 
P-. 340. 


D'Ewes 
Journal, 
P- 479% 


Cum ſecundum conſuetudinem in regno noſtro Anglie, 
hallenus obtent' et approbat domini, magnates, et milites 
comitatuum, et tives et burgenſes civitatum et burgorum 
ad parliamenta noſtra de ſummonitione venientes, ſeu 
venire intendentes, aut in eiſdem circa ardua negotia, 
fatum et utilitatem regni noſtri præditti concernentia, 
attendentes, ſub protectione naſtra liberi, &c, Hil. 39. 
Hen. VIII. Rot. 39. in F. Regis 


And that thereby, privilege. is not limited to 
enndo, morando et redeundo, but is allowed to them 


that deſigned to come up to parliament, venire inten- 
dentes. 
That the next caſe, in time, is Thomas Fitzher- 
bert's caſe, which is thus reported by Moore, viz. 
Fitzherbert, 35 Eliz. was arreſted in execution 
on the third of February, at ſeven of the clock in 
the forenoon; and, at 10 of the clock in the 


forenoon, was elected burgeſs for Newcaſtle, un- 


der Line, to ſerve in parliament, which was to 
meet on the 19th of February : And the houſe of 
commons did that foraſmuch as he was ar- 
reſted before he was choſe burgeſs, he ought not to 


Have the privilege of the houſe : My Lord Cooke, 


who was then Speaker, alledging the caſe of Thorp, 
who being Speaker of a parliament in the time of 
Henry VI. adjourned by prorogation, the Speaker 
was arreſted in execution, at the ſuit of the Duke 
of York: And the parliament meeting again, it 
was reſolved, that the Speaker. ſhould not have pri- 
vilege; but they elected a new Speaker. 

That that caſe is likewiſe related by Sir Simon 
D'Ewes: who ſays, he was arreſted two hours after 
his election, but before his indenture was returned 


490, 502,to the ſheriff : 


516, 518. 


Ibid. 39. 


Ibid. 


T>id. 58. 


ordered, that Mr. S 


Upon which matter there grew two queſtions 


Firſt, whether Mr. Fitzherbert was a member of 


the houſe. 

Secondly, admitting he were 3 yet whether he 
ought to have privilege. 

The judgment of the houſe was, that Thomas 
Fitzherbert was, by his eleftion, a member there- 
of; yet he ought not to have privilege in three re- 
ſpecs z 

Firſt, becauſe he was taken in execution before 
the return of the indenture of his election. 

Secondly, becauſe he had been outlawed, at the 
Queen's ſuit ; and was in execution for her Majeſty's 
debt. 

Thirdly, and laſtly, in regard that he was ſo ta- 
ken by the ſheriff, neither fu. parliamento, nor 


eundo, nor redeundo. 


The next precedent is that of Sir Thomas Shir- 
ley, 1 1 Jacobi, as follows; viz. 

The parliament, 1 Jacobi, was ſummoned to meet 
on the 19th of March; and the 15th of March, 4 
days before the parliament mer, Sir Thomas Shirley, 
who was elected burgeſs for Steyning in Suſſex, 
was arreſted and committed to the Fleet. 

Upon a motion made on his behalf, the houſe 
s warrant ſhould iſſue to 
the clerk of the Crown, for a writ of Habeas Corpus, to 
deliver the body of Sir Thomas Shirley into the 
houſe on. Tueſday following, March 22, 1603. 

It appeared on the examination of the fact, that 
the execution was taken forth the zoth of January 
1603, a day before the teſte of the writ ; and was 
delivered to the ſerjeant the 11th of February, be- 
fore Sir Thomas was elected. The heads of the de- 
bate on this occaſion appear upon the Journal ; and 
it there appears, that the debate concluded with ap- 


pointing a committee, to conſider of all the doubts 
and queſtions in the caſe, 27 March, 1604. 

Upon the 
ordered, that Sympſon, at whoſe ſuit Sir Thomas 
Shirley was committed, and the ſerjeant that ar- 
reſted him, ſhould be committed to the Tower ; 
and that they would hear counſel, and all 


upon theſe three points, viz. 1. Whether Privilege 


were to be allowed, ſince execution Was taken out 
before the parliament fat. 

2. Whether the action was diſc 

3. Where the loſs ſhould lye, g April 1604 ? 


The arguments of the counſel, and the Prece-Ibia, 1 


dents they uſed, appear in the Journal. Upon read- 


ing which, three queſtions were put, viz. 


1. Whether Thomas Shirl 
lege 

2. Whether preſently, or defer it till further order 
3. Whether we ſhall be petitioners to his Majeſty, 
according to former precedents, for ſome courſe of 
ſecuring the debt of the party, and ſaving harmleſs 
the warden of the Fleet? all reſolved in the affir- 
mative, 


A bill for ſecuring S yrapſan's debt, was twice h; 1 
read; and committed 17 pril 1604. The ſame, 10 


read a third time, and paſſed ; ſent to the Lords, 21 
April 1604 

A bill b. relief of plaintiffs, where the defend- 
ants in execution are ſet at liberty, altered in, the 
ity le, and ordered to be engroſſed, 27 April, 1604. 

"On the 2d of May, motion was m to ap- 
point a committee, to conſider of all ſuc prece- 
dents as ſhall be offered in the particulars of Sir 
Thomas Shirley's caſe of privilege ; and there are 
the copies of ſeveral records in your j journal. 

Reſolved, that Sir Thomas Shirley be preſent! 
delivered: and 8 x 
Ordered, upon the queſtion, that a writ of Habeas 
Corpus be preſently | 16:3" for bringing of his 
body, being priſoner in the Fleet, into the houſe 
to-morrow, at 8 o'clock in the morning; and ac- 
cordingly a warrant, containing the effect of the 
order, under the ſpeaker's hand, was directed to the 
clerk of the Crown 

1. On the 4th of May a petition was tendered, and 
read in the houſe, to be exhibited to his Majeſty, 
for the royal aſſent to Sir Thomas Shirley's bill, 
preſently to be had; but it was not approved, nor 
thought fit by the houſe, to proceed in that manner, 
being (as was conceived) ſome impeachment to the 
privileges of the houſe ; the petition irſelf is entred 
in the Journal, and is according to thoſe acts that 
paſſed in the time of Edward IV. But the houſe 
reſolved, that a Habeas Corpus be awarded, as be- 


fore. 

But the warden of the Fleet denied to execute the 
writ of HabeasCorpus, before the royal aſſent was pro- 
cured to the bill for ſecurity of Sympſon and him- 


ſelf; and was committed to the ſerjeant, May the 


7th, 1604. 


The ſame day an act for new executions to be bid. :%. 
ſued after the parliament, when the defendants &c. 


was read a third time, and paſſed. 
The warden continuing obſtinate, and refuſing to 
deliver Sir Thomas Shirley, unleſs he would give 


ſecurity z it was ordered to commit him cloſe priſoner Ibid. :3 


to the Tower. 
2. To ſend the ſerjeant to-morrow, fitting the 
court, to require the delivery of Sir Thomas Shirley, 

8 May, 1604. 
The ſerjeant returneth from the Fleet, ſays, the 
warden's wife refuſes to deliver him. Mr. fecretary 
1. 2 * Herbert 


report of the committee, the houſe 1b d. g. 


ey ſhould have Privi- Ibia, 3j. 


5 2107. 


p. 219. 


p. 222. 


. 175, 
, 148. 
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p. 2107- Herbert reports, that his Majeſty, upon reading the 


p. 219. 


p. 222. 


precedent of Ferrers, was graciouſly pleaſed to leave 
it to their liberty, to proceed in the caſe of Sir 
Thomas Shirley, as they thought fit, 9 May 1604. 
* The firſt bill for ſecuring the debt of Sympſon, 
being found faulty, after it had paſſed both houſes, a 
new bill was drawn, and paſſed the houſe in one day. 

Sir Roger Aſton delivered from the King, that, 
in verbo principis, he will give his aſſent at the end 
of the ſeſſions, 10 May 1604. 

The warden and his wife continuing obſtinate, 
the houſe committed him to the priſon of Little- 
Eaſe within the Tower, 11 May 1604. and upon 


the 15th cauſed Sir Thomas to be delivered ; and he 
P. 232 


was inſtantly admitted to ſit in the houſe. 

That there were but three caſes ſince the ſtatute 
of King James, that the committee were acquainted 
with. 


The firſt is the caſe of Sir William Bampfield, 


as ſollows; viz. 

Saturday the gth of April, 12 Jac. I. Sir John 
Strangeways moved, that Sir William Bampfield, 
burgeſs for Bridport, is committed by my Lord 
Chancellor ſince the time of the ſummons of par- 
liament, but before his election; and prays the di- 
rection of the houſe: which is referred to the com- 
mitree for privileges. 

Thurſday the 14th of April, 12 Jac. Mr. Fuller 

Sir William Bampfield's caſe : that he was 
committed before his election, for a contempt, for 
not accepting the offer of Sir George Wentworth: 
and thereupon the queſtion was put, whether Sir 
William Bampfield, committed after the ſummons, 
and before his election, for a contempt, ſhall have 
his privilege. 

And ordered, upon the queſtion, that he ſhall 
have his privilege by writ of Habeas Corpus. 

The ſecond is that of Sir John Prittyman ; viz. 

The parliament was prorogued from the 10th of 
November 1674, to the 13th of April 1675. 

The 14th of April 1675, information being 
given to the houſe, that Sir John Pritiyman, a 
member of this houſe, is detained a priſoner in the 
King's-bench 3 ; 

Ordered, that the marſhal of the King's-bench 
do bring Sir John Prittyman to-morrow morning 
to this houſe, together with the cauſe of his being 
detained in priſon from the attendance of this houſe. 
15 April 1675. 

The ' marſhal of the King's-bench being called 
in to give an account of the order ſent to him, 
and, having given an account why he had not at 
preſent obeyed that order, the matter was referred to 
the committee of privileges. : 

20th of April 1679. Reſolved, that Sir John 
« Prittyman be delivered out of the cuſtody of the 
* marſhal of the King's-bench, to attend the ſer- 
« vice of this houſe. | 

* Reſolved, that Sir John Prittyman be deli- 
« vered from ſuch cuſtody, by ſending the ſerjeant 
sat arms attending on the houſe, with the mace, to 
* bring him to the ſervice of this houſe.” 

The third is that of Sir Robert Holt, viz. 

The 16th of February 1676, information was 
given to the houſe from Sir Robert Holt, a mem- 
ber of the houſe, that he was detained a priſoner in 
the Fleet at the ſuit of Mr. Edmund Prideaux, 
and thereby hindered from attending the ſervice of 


che houſe. Alſo a petition of Mr. Prideaux, was 


tendered and read; and a debate ariſing thereupon, 
< Reſolved, that the matrer of Sir Robert Holt, 

* his caſe, being taken in execution and detained 
Pazr Il. 
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<< priſoner in the Fleet, and thereby hindered from 
* attending the ſervice of the houſe, be referred 
to a committee.” — 16 Feb. 1676. 

Feb. 22, 1676. Reſolved, that the matter of Sir 
Robert Holt's caſe, being detained in priſon in the 
Fleet in execution, and thereby hindered from at- 
tending the ſervice of this houſe, be referred to the 
committee of elections and privileges; and they are 
to ſearch precedents in the caſe. 

The 2d of April, 1676, “ Reſolved, that Sir Ro- 
bert Holt be delivered out of the cuſtody of the 


warden of the Fleet, to attend the ſervice of this 
* houſe.” ; 


4 Reſolved, that Sir Robert Holt be delivered 


* from ſuch cuſtody, by ſending the ſerjeant at 
* arms attending this houſe, with the mace, to 
bring him to the ſervice of the houſe.” 

Reſolved, that the matter of the ſaid report be 
taken into conſideration on Friday morning next. But 
never delivered, by reaſon of Mr. Montague's death. 

May 26, 1691. A petition of Anthony Rowe, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that he being duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs for this borough, yet nevertheleſs the 
bailiff hath returned Thomas Jervoiſe, eſquire, not 
having ſo many qualified votes as the petitioner, in 
manifeſt prejudice of the petitioner's right : and 
that ſeveral of thoſe voices the ſaid Mr. Jervoiſe 
had, were obtained by undue practices and threats: 
and praying &c. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and eleftions, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 

Oct. 31. A petition of the ſaid Anthony Rowe, 
eſquire, in ſubſtance the ſame with the former pcti- 
tion, was read. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. | 

Nov. 7. Ordered, that Mr. Rowe have leave to 
withdraw the ſaid petition. 

Dec. 1, 1693. A petition of Henry Dawley, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected to ſerve for this borough : but the 
bailiff of the ſaid borough hath unduly returned 
Anthony Rowe, eſquire, who was altogether a 
ſtranger there; and many other votes were obtain- 
ed for him by extravagant gifts: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 


18th. Ordered, that it be reported on Wedneſday 


next. 

20th. Sir John Darell reported, from the ſaid 
committee, the matter upon the ſaid petition. 

The petitioner allowed Mr. Rowe to have the 
majority; but alledged, it was obtained in an ill 
manner: and called 

Hall and Caſeley; who ſaid, that Clark, ſervant 
to Mr. Neal, after Mr. Whitehead's death, but ſome 
time before the election, came to this borough, and 
brought a letter to recommend Mr. Rowe : that at 
a meeting of the burgeſſes, the letter was read; 
and Clark declared, that ſeveral burgeſſes ſhould 
have a ſack of wheat: and Caſcley ſaid, it was 
only promiſed to ſuch as voted for Mr. Rowe. 
Caſeley alſo ſaid, Mr. Rowe (about a month before 
the election) ſent for him, and told him, if he would 
vote for him, he would give him a conſiderable 
parcel of money : that Bainton, who voted for Mr. 
Rowe, ſaid, if the bailiff would vote for Mr. Rowe, 
it ſhould be worth to him 20 l: that the bailiff ſaid, 
Mr. Neale had deputed him to receive the borough 
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rents; which are about 5 1. and that he was ſure of 
+ ſomething : but owned, the bailiff, for the time 
being, had for three or four years received the ſaid 
rents. 

Webb ſaid, Mr. Neale had promiſed to be kind 
to him; and he and Mr. Rowe offered to be god- 
fathers to his child, though he had not any way 
obliged them, or was any ways related to them. 

Ken ſaid, he heard White ſay, if he voted for 
Reel  p  9 
toaſt ; but, if he voted for Mr. Rowe, he ſhould 
have 51. 

4. Webb ſaid, the bailiff's wife came to her, 
and aſked, what ſhe ſhould do with the mace that 
was to ſeal the return ? for ſhe t, ſhe was 
101. out of pocket, and would not deliver the 
mace till ſhe had her money : that Beaton, Mr. 
Rowe's man, ſaid, his maſter would expend 40 
or 501. rather than loſe the bailiff and the conſtable. 

For Mr. Rowe, was produced Mr. Neale's letter, 
in which no wheat was mentioned : and called | 

Clark; who ſaid, he had no direction from Mr. 
Neale to ſpeak of any wheat to the burgeſſes; but 
at Eaſter, being at Stockbridge, he heard complaints 
of unequal diſtributions of beef that his maſter yearly 
gave the town ; and it was declared, that they had 
rather have it in wheat ; of which he (Clark) in- 
formed Mr. Neale; who faid, it was equal to him, 
whether it was in beef or wheat : and on the 25th 


letter was read; but he heard nothing of the wheat. 

White ſaid, Lord Delawar offered him 51. yearly 
to vote for the petitioner ; but no money offered 
him to vote for Mr. Rowe ; nor did he aſk for 
his vote : that he drew out a pin of ale at the 
election for his nei : that he did not keep a 
publick-houſe, but paid 1s. and ꝗ d. exciſe for it, 
and never was paid any thing for it. 


Townſend ſaid, the bailiff uſed to gather the 


town=rents, whether friends to Mr. Neale, or no. 
Randal faid, Caſeley declared, he believed Mr. 
Rowe would not come, and that he ſhould wait no 
longer; and that he had money of Mr. Dawley. 
Elizabeth Hedges ſaid, that Mrs. Webb declared to 
her, that neither Mr. Neale nor Mr. Rowe had offered 
any money, and why ſhould Mr. Dawley petition : 
and when ſhe was going to London, ſhe ſaid, it was 
not as going before a juſtice of the peace ; it was 
only to tell a lye, and that would throw out Mr. 
Rowe. But | 
Thomas Webb ſaid, that Elizabeth Hedges, 
upon a difference between her and Pucknall, ſaid, 
ſhe would throw out Mr. Rowe herſelf; and 
that they could be all undone : that Hedges was 
much for, Mr. Rowe, and ſaid, ſhe would under- 


take, if Webb would be for Mr. Rowe, the bailiffs | 


ſhould have 30 guineas, and he 15. 
Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 


That Anthony Rowe, eſquire, is duly elected a 


burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 


The ſaid reſolution being twice read, was dif- 
agreed to by the houſe. 8 
Reſolved, that Henry Dawley, eſquire, is not duly 


elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this 


borough. 


conſult the 
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Reſolved, that the faid eleizon for this barough, 
is a corrupt and void election. a 

Fong var that a bill be brought in for diſabli 

this borough to ſend burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament 
for the future: and that a committee be appointed 
to prepare and bring in the ſame. 

January 8. Mr. Smith (according to order) pre- 
ſented to the houſe a bill, to diſable the ſaid bo- 
rough to ſend burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament far 
the future: and the ſame was read the firſt, and 
ordered to be read a ſecond time, on Thurſday 
moraing next. | 

12th. Ordered, that the ſaid bill be read a ſecond 
time, on Wedneſday next. 

17th. Ordered, that the ſaid bill be read a ſecond 
time, on Wedneſday next. + 

25th. Ordered, that the ſaid bill be read a ſecond 
time, on Wedneſday next. 

31ſt. Ordered, that the ſaid bill be read « nd 
time, on Monday next. 

Feb. 5th. Ordered, that the ſaid bill be read a 
ſecond time, on Wedneſday next. 

7th. TRAILER IG God @ bd ee. 

Ordered, that the ſaid bill be comminted. ' 

A petition of the bailiff, conſtables, and other 
inhabitants of the ſaid borough, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioners are ſenſible of the high 
diſpleaſure of this houſe, occaſioned by certain irre- 
gularities committed by ſome members of the bo- 
rough : that the petitioners hope the houſe will 
not uſe ſuch ſeverity to the burgomaſters, they be- 
ing reſolved for the future, in all difficult cafes, to 
gentlemen of the county thereabouts : 
And praying, that the bill may be withdrawn, and 
that the ancient frame and conſtitution of the ſaid 
borough, in ſending members to parliament, my 
not be altered. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid' petition be rejected. 

Another petition of the bailiff and inhabitants 
of the ſaid town. was read; ſhewing, that the ſaid 
town is an ancient borough, time out of mind; and 
that the petitioners are much afflicted, that any cir- 
cumſtances of the late election have brought them 
under the diſpleaſure of the houſe : and praying, 
that they may be heard by their counſel, at the bar 
of the houſe, before the bill to diſable the ſaid bo- 
rough from ſending burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament 
for future, do paſs into a law. 

Reſolved, that the ſaid petition be 

21ſt. Ordered, that the committee, to whom the 
ſaid bill is committed, be revived ; and that they 
have power to ſend for perſons, papers, and records. 

March 8th. Mr. Smith reported from the ſaid 
committee, that they had made ſeveral amend- 
ments, which they had directed him to report. 

Ordered, that the ſaid report be conſidered on 
Thurſday next. 

15th. Ordered, that the ſaid report be conſider- 
ed on Tueſday next. 

20th. Ordered, that it be conſidered on Thurſ- 
day next. 

22d. The houſe conſidered” the ſaid report, and 
the amendments made by the committee were read 
throughout, and then one by one; and on the queſ- 
tion ſeverally put, agreed unto by the houſe ; and 
other amendments made thereto. 

Ordered, chat the ſaid bill be cogroſſed with the 
amendment of Ramſey.” 

March 26, 1694. Ordered to be read a third 
time on Wedneſday next. | 
- 28th. Ordered n time on Fri- 


day next. 
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| goth Read a third time; and an 
clauſe was offered, as a rider, that the next election 
ſhould be at Baſingſtoke : agreed to. 
Queſtion, That the bill do paſs, diſagreed to. 
April 19th. A motion being made for a warrant, 
for making out a new writ for the election of a bur- 
gels, to ſerve in this parliament for this borough ; 
it paſſed in the negative. 
Nov. 12th. The like motion was made. 
. Ordered to be conſidered to-morrow feven- 


20th. The houſe confidered the faid motion, and 
ordered a warrant for a new writ. 

Dec. 7, 1695. A petition of Nicholas Bacon 
and Hugh Goddard, on behalf of themſelves and 
other inhabitants of the faid borough, was read; 
ſhewing, that the petitioners are inhabitants and 
freemen of the ſaid borough, and thereby are qua- 
liked to give their voices for members to ſerve in 


parliament for this borough: that in the choice of day 


Anthony Sturt and John Venables, eſquires, to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament, there were very 
undue and corrupt practices uſed ; by which (as they 

conceive) they are unduly elected, and ought not 
to ſerve as members for the ſaid borough : and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 


Edward Lawrence, knights, and the petitioner, 
were candidates; at the election of 
ſerve in this parliament for this borough : that 
Sir John Hawles and Sir Edward Lawrence, knights, 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 3, 1713. A petition of James Earl of 
Barrymore, of the kingdom of Ireland, and Sir 
Richard Vernon, baronet, was read ; ſhewing, that 
the petitioners, Richard Steel, and Thomas Brod- 
rick, eſquires, were candidates at the election for 
this borough: that Mr. Sterl and Mr. Brodrick, 
by bribery and other illegal practices, by themſelves 
and agents, have procured themſelves to be return- 
ed for this borough in wrong to the petitioners, 
ho doubt not but to prove they ought to have been 
returned for the ſame : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

12th. A complaint being made to the houſe of 
three printed pamphlets, one entitled, The E- 
man, from Saturday, January 16, te Tueſday, Jax 19, 
1713-14, wherein is printed a letter to The E- 
man, to which is ſubſcribed the name Richard Steele; 
another entitled, The Crifis, in the title page where- 
of it is ſaid, by Richard Steele, eſquire; and the 
bother entitled, The Exęiiſ mas, being the cloſe of a 
paper ſo called, in the title page whereof it is alſo 
laid, by Richard Steele, eſquire ; as containing ſeve- 
ral paragraphs tending to ſedition, highly refledting 

I 


the journal of the 25th of Novem- 
ber, 6 Ame Regine, relating to the complaint of a 
book, wrote by Mr. Aſgill, then a member of the 
houſe, was called for, and read: And alſo the jour- 
nal of the 13th of December, 8 Ame Regine, re- 
lating to the complaint of two ſermons, preached 
by Doctor Sacheverell, was called for, and read. 
Ordered, that Richard Steele, eſquire (a mem- 
ber of the houſe) do attend this houſe in his place 
to- morrow. | 
13th. Mr. Steele attending in his place (accord- 
ing to order) ſeveral in the ſaid printed 
pamphlets were read: and Mr. Steele deſiring time 
all Thurſday next, to be heard touching the ſame : 
Ordered, that it be further conſidered on Thurſ- 


18th. The order of the day being read for con- 
fidering the faid printed pamphlets; and Mr. 
Steele, appearing in his place, owned, he wrote 
and publiſhed the ſaid pamphlets: and the ſeveral 
paragraphs complained of being read, and a debate 
ariſing upon the method of proceeding ; 

The j in relation to the caſe of Mr, 
Prynn, of 15 July, 13 Car. II. was read: and alſo 
the caſes, in relation to Mr. Aſgill, and Dr. Sache- 
verell, were read. 

Refolved, that Mr. Steele do now proceed to 
make his defence upon the charge given againſt 
him. 

And he proceeded accordingly ; and was heard 
in his place, and withdrew. 

Refolved, that a printed pamphlet, intitled, The 
Enxgliſbman, being the cloſe of the paper ſo called; 
and another pamphlet, entitled, The Criſis, written by 
Richard Steele, eſquire, a member of this houſe ; 
are ſcandalous and ſeditious libels, containing ma- 


ny exprefſions highly reflecting on her Majeſty, and 


upon the nobilicy, gentry, clergy, and univerſities, 
of this kingdom; maliciouſly inſinuating, that the 

ſucceſſion in the houſe of Hanover is in 
danger under her Majeſty's adminiſtration; and 
tending to alienate the affections of her Majeſty's 
good ſubjects, and to create jealouſies and diviſions 
among them. 

Reſolved, that Richard Steele, eſquire, for his 
offence in writing and publiſhing the ſaid ſcanda- 
lous and feditious libels, be expelled the houſe. 

April 17, 1714. Ordered, that the committee 
of privileges and elections be diſcharged from pro- 
ceeding upon the petition of the Earl of Barrymore 
and Sir Richard Vernon, complaining of an undue 
election and return for this borough : and that they 
have leave to withdraw the ſame. 

19th. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for 
electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of 
Richard Steele, eſquire, expelled this houſe. 

Julyi g, 1717. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for 
electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this in the room of Martin Bladen, 
eſquire, made one of the commiſſioners of trade and 


plantations. 
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HIS is an ancient borough, and a mayor willis, 
town, in the county of Suffolk. It was incorpo- 1749: 33 


rated by Queen Mary, and began to return members 
to 
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to pariiament, azo 1 Eliz. which privilege it hath tion of burgeſſes, to ferve in i 

ever ſince retained. The corporation confilts of ment for this borough, the petitioner had the 

a mayor, recorder, fix aldermen and twenty-four greater number of qualified votes : but Benjamin 
the votes of 


common-council-men. The memoirs relating to its Carter, the mayor, refuſed ſeveral le- 
_ elections, which I have met with in the journals, arc gal voters for the petitioner; and ſeveral that 
theſe following had no right for Joſeph Haſkenſtyles, eſquire: and 


Dec. 8th, 1640. Mr. Maynard reported from by other partial and arbitrary proceedings of the 
the committee for privileges, that the queſtion did faid mayor, Mr. Haſkenſtyles hath procured him- 


he was choſen, though not returned, and Sir Ro- toner: and praying &c. 
bert Crane, who was returned a burgers for the , 
town of Sudbury cem. Suffo/k. — Heard witneſs privileges and elections, — —— and 
on both ſides: and the committer was farsfed with report the fame, with their opinion. 
the witneſſes on Sir Robert Craine's behalf; and ares Jan. sch. Ordered, the report to be made on 
of opinion, he is duly elected. Thurſday next. 
May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the jib. Ordered, the report to be made on Tueſday - 
ſaid committee, touching the double return for this next. 
borough, the opinion of the commirtee, that Mr. 12th. Ordered,- the report to be made on Thurſ- 
Joſeph Brond and Mr. John Gurdon are returned day nem. 
by iche proper officer; andought to fit until the merits ach. Ordered, the report to be made on Tueſ- 
of the cauſe upon the double return be determined: day next. 
wher eto the houſe agrecd. 19th. Mr. Bromley reported, from the com- 
. 18th. Mr. Turner reported, from the faid com- mittee, the matter upon the faid petition, thus: 
mittee, the caſe upon the double return for this b- For the petitioner, it was inſiſted, that the may- 
rough, that upon examination of the fact it appear- or and town- clerk were partial: that he had a ma- 
ed, that John Gurdon and Joſeph Brond, efquires, jority of good voices: and that the fitting mem- . 
being returned by one indenture, are duly cleftzd, ber, or his agents, had been guilty of bribery, and 
and ought to fit; and that the other indenture, other indirect practices. 
whereby Robert Cordell, eſquire, is returned, be bat the right of election was agreed to be in 
withdrawn : whezeto the houſe agreed. the freemen not receiving alms : that by a copy of 
May 17, 1661. Serjeant Charlton reported from the poll it appeared, thar the fitting member had a 
the ſaid committee, touching the double return for majority of 15 againſt the petitioner; to 32 of 
this borough, that Iſaac Apleton, efquire, and whoſe votes the petitioner objected, that they were 
Thomas Walgrave, eſquire, are returned by one not qualified to vote by reaſon of their receiving 
indenture ; and Sir Robert Cordell and Sir Tho- alms, or non age, or polling twice, or not being 
mas Barnardiſton, knights, by another indeature : freemen. They alſo delivered in a lift of. 35, who, 
and the opinion of the committee, that Mr. Aple- they infifted, were good votes for the petitioner, 
ton and Mr. Walgrave, returned by the proper and were refuſed to poll. 
officer, ought to fit, until the merits of the cauſe Hereupon a queſtion ariſing, as to the admiſſion 
touching tic ſaid election, be determined: wheres of thoſe to their freedom, who had a right to de- 
the houſe agreed. mand it, evidence was heard on both ſides to that 
Feb. 27, 1698. A petition of John Cateſby and point: and the committee reſolved, 
William Cook, gentlemen, and others, free bur- 1. That che fons of freenien born after their 
geſits of this borough, on behalf of themſelvts, was fathers were made free, and thoſe that have ſerved 
read; ſhewing, that Sir Jervas Elwes and Mr. an apprenticeſhip in this borough, have a right to 
Gourdon were candidates, at the election of a bur vote in the election of members, to ſerve in parlia- 
grels, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- ment for this borough, without any admiſſion in 
rough, in the room of Sir Thomas Barnardifton, form to their freedom, or taking the oath of 
deceaſed ; and Mr. Gurdon, by bribery and other freemen. 
undue practices, procured himſelf to be returned, in ben they went through the liſt; and gave evi- 
wrong to the petitioners: and praying &c. dence as to the freedom of moſt in it, and waved che 
Ordered, that it be referred to the commintee of reft.. 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and As to the partiality of the mayor and town- 
report the ſame, with their opinion. clerk, bribery, and other ill practices, they then 
Feb. 14, 1700. A petition of ſeveral freemen of called 
this borough, on behalf of themſelves, and others, Mr. Hull, who faid, the mayor declared that 
freemen of the ſaid borough, was rad; ſhewing, none ſhould vote, unleſs his name was enrolled ac- 
that at the lait clection of members to ſerve in par- cording to a late order of the corporation to oblige 
liament for this borough, the mayor refuſed to poll all freemen to enroll themſelves ; and refuſed ſeve- 
great numbers of legal voters, when they offered ral for want of enrollment, who had voted for 30 
for John Little, eſquire; but the ſame voters were years: and that feveral for Mr. Haſkenſtyles were 
allowed good, when they offered to poll for Sir enrollæd, after they had polled : and that the mayor 
Jervois Elwes and Sir John Cordell; and many cauſed to be fer down, in a by-paper, 40 or 50 diſpu- 
were admitted to poll, who had no wo vote; table vors, and then would fer down no more 3 
by which means, the burgeſſes had not liberty to and when the poll was over, the mayor put his hat 
elect Mr. Little according to their inclination : and on a flick, and cried, © An Elwes! A Styles“ 
praying &c. and there was great rudeneſs offered to the peti- 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of timer: and it was generally enquired, who the vo- 


| Privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and ters were for, before the 1 


report the ſame, with their opinion wherher they were free. 
- Oct. 24, 1702. A petition of Grorge Doſhwood, Belgrove Bid, he offered himſelf four times to 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the late clec- R and the mayor ſtruck 


3 him, 
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The Borough 
him, and bid the conſtable and ſerjeant carry him 
sm allowed by the mayor, 
as an inſpector for Mr. Daſhwood ; yet the mayor 
abuſed him, and pulled him by the hair, becauſe he 
objected to John Smith's polling, who was nor 


free. 

Fletcher faid, that Thomas Foſter offered to 
yote for the petitioner two or three times ; and in- 
fiſting on his right, the mayor faid, in the court 
publickly, right or wrong, he ſhould not poll: 
and Sir John Cordell ſwore, he ſhould not poll. 

Bowtell faid, he offered to poll ſingly for the pe- 
titioner ; and was ſtruck and abuſed in court. 

Bantock ſaid, he offered to poll for Mr. Daſh- 
wood ; and the mayor refuſed him, becauſe he was 
an apprentice, which he did not deny; but faid he 
was born free, and was 23 years of age. 

Till ſaid, he was at the election, but not a free- 
man; and ſaw a man, whoſe name he had forgot, 
offer to poll for the petitioner, and was refuſed ; 
but infiſting on his right, the mayor, at Sir John 
Cordell's defire, threatened to fend him to goal, 
and afterwards he polled for the ſitting- members. 

Goſling and others were examined ; and faid, 
that Sir John Cordell, who married Mr. Haſken- 
ſtyles's daughter, and ——Y a barber of Lon- 
don, were agents for Mr. Haſkenſtyles at this 
election. 

Rook ſaid, that Thomas Hall defired his and 
Mr. Pink's votes for the -members ; and put 
two 5s. pieces into his hand; which he refuſing, 
he took them from him, and put them into Pink's 
hand, who promiſed to vote for the fitting-mem- 
bers. 


ſaid, one Edward Woodward aſked 
him, John Haſle, and others, to be for Mr. Haf- 
kenſtiles: and Sir John Cordell gave him 2s. 


6d. ſince Whitſuntide; and defired to make an in- 


tereſt for his father, and promiſed him another 25. 
6d. on the ſame account: that he faw Wood- 
ward receive one 2s. 6d. and he told him, he 
had another, and ſhould have a breakfaſt, and 
10s: and Muſketts and Woods told him, they 
had received each 2s. 6d. part of 4os. which 
was to be diſtributed. 

Sommerſett ſaid, he received 20 ſhillings of Sa- 
muel Golding, in London, to go down and vote 
for Mr. Haſkenſtyles : that he gave Golding a note 
for the money; but Golding promifed, if he voted 
for Mr. Haſkenſtiles, it ſhould be deſtroyed ; other- 
wiſe he muſt repay it : that he did fo poll, and the 
note was torn; and after had 5s. more of one 
Derby who lived at Sir John Cordell's. 

Robert Goulding ſaid the ſame : and alfo that 
Woodward and Webb had 20s. each, on the ſame 
condition; and, the Wedneſday following, about 
12 freemen had ; s. each, at Sir John Cordell's, of 
Samuel Golding. 

Webb affirmed the ſame as to himſelf : and faid, 
he would have been for the petitioner, but could 
not get any money from Mr. Cole. 

Jones ſaid, Smith went round the town, and of- 
fercd 5s. each, to two or three hundred freemen : 
but could not ſay, he ſpoke to them of the election; 
only he ſaw a liſt of their names, and, as he paid 
them, croſſed them out. It was obſerved, Smith 
had not been proved an agent for Mr. Haſken- 
ſtyles. He alſo ſaid, Sir John Cordell aſked dim 
to be a witneſs againſt the petitioner, but did not 
ſay to what; and told him, he would pay a debt 
of 101, which he owed to Mr. Cole's client: and 
\ Parr I]. 
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it they would chooſe 
CET ee 
navigable, and 2001. more for a workhouſe : that 


noner's hand, and is confident ir was figned by him; 
and he carried the bill to Mr. Hayes's chamber; 


Mr. Cole cameto his houſe ; and —.— 


be 2 candidate, for work was ſcarce, and poor 


Sparrow faid, he had 28. of the petitioner, for 
bis jomney an this wan, being frren nailes : that 
Eafterſon of Colcheſter received 108. 6d. but could 
not fay, who gave it. 

Berrill faid, FF 
bury ; and the petitioner, about a fortnight before 
the election, gave him 3 s. for his journey, to prove 
his freedom ; and he had rwo days entertainment 
at one Wade's : that many buſhels of wheat be- 
ing diftribured, and he not having any, he had 
35. in heu of a buſhel of whear, which was given 
to others. 

Woods faid, he had half a guinea of an unknown 


gentleman, to vort for the peritioner, Mr. Wade 
being in the next room; and he voted for him on 


N — 
ac — — 5 


that account: and the petitioner told him, he had 
given five guineas to be laid out in wheat, to be 
diftribated. 


Bunion faid, he had half a guinea from an un- 
known to vote for the petitioner, Wade 
being in the yard, when it was given him, and 
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therefore voted for him ; otherwiſe ſhould have been 
for the fitring-members. 

Muſkin faid, he had 108. in like manner, Wade 

ing preſent, and brought the gentleman with 
Mr. Haſkenſtiles; and was treated on the elec- 
tion on the petitioner's account. 

hes ry apy i and Wade aſked his 
vote, and the petitioner ſaid, he would be as kind 
to him as any-of the others; and a little before the 
election, Mr. Wade and an unknown gentleman met 
him, and aſked, if he was as good as his word; 
and gave him 108; upon which he engaged his vote, 
and did vote; otherwiſe he would have voted for 
the ſitting- members. 

J. Hemſted ſaid, he lived 7 miles from the town, and 
on W hitſun- Tueſday he went to the petitioner's, and 


dic org. had 3s. and told him, if he did * not vote for him, 


- practices, prevailed upon 


he would give him 6s. for the 3s: that on the elec- 

tion-day, he had g s. of Wade, and half a dozen of 
beer, having told him, he would not otherwiſe be 
for the petitioner. 

Thomas Hemſted ſaid, he was preſent when his 
brother had the 3s. 
| Thompſon ſaid, he had half a guinea from an 
unknown perſon, to bear his charges from Colcheſ- 
ter : the perſon did not engage his vote for any one; 
but he had before engaged to the petitioner, 

Spring ſaid, Wade gave him 3s. to go for his 
brother, who was out of town, and he afterwards 
received 5 s. of Cole for his brother, who came 
24 miles; and Mr. Daſhwood promiſed to gratify 
him. 

The committee thereupon reſolved, 


That Joſeph Haſkenſtiles, eſquire, is not duly 


cieted a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That George Daſhwood, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

The ſeveral reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that the election of Joſeph Haſken- 
ſtyles, eſquire, a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for 
the ſaid borough, is a void election. 

Reſolved, that it appears to the houſe, that Ben- 
jamin Caſtor, late mayor of this borough, was, at 


the laſt election of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament 


for this borough, guilty of great violence and many 
indirect practices, contrary to the rights and privi- 
leges of this houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Benjamin Caſtor be, for 
his faid offence, taken into cuſtody of the ſerjeant 
at arms attending this houſe. 

Feb. 22. A petition of George Daſhwood, eſ- 

was read; ſhewing, that, a writ having iſſu- 
ed for electing a burgeſs for this borough, the pe- 
titioner, and Joſeph Haſkenſtyles, eſquire, were 


candidates: that, at the election the mayor refuſed 


ſeveral who offered their votes for the petitioner, 
and duly qualified : and admitted ſeveral for Mr. 
Haſkenſtyles, who had no right to vote : that Mr. 
Cateſby and others, by threats, and other indirect 
ſeveral to vote for Mr. 
Haſkenſtyles ; and deterred others from for 
the petitioner: that ſeveral of Mr. Haſkenſtyles's 
agents were guilty of bribery, and other indirect 
practices; and ſeveral votes for him there- 
by: that notwithſtanding theſe illegal proceedings, 
the petitioner had a majority of legal votes; and 
ought to have been returned: but Mr. Cateſby hath 


returned Mr. Haſkenſtyles, to the petitioner's pre- 
judice : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

Nov. 10, 1703. A petition of George Daſh- 
wood, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
tion of a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough, the petitioner, and Joſeph Haſken- 
ſtyles, eſquire, were candidates: whereat John 
Cateſby, the mayor, admitted ſeveral undue votes 
for Mr. Haſkenſtyles; and refuſed to take the votes 
of divers qualified perſons, who offered to vote for 
the petitioner ; and the ſaid Cateſby, with Thomas 
Fermin, John Fenn, Thomas Burket, Thomas Pa- 
riſh, and Joſhua Greggs, by threats and other in- 
direct practices, prevailed on ſeveral to vote for 
Mr. Haſkenſtyles ; and deterred others from voting 
for the petitioner: and Mr. Haſkenſtyles's agents 
procured many voices by bribery : notwithſtanding 
which, the petitioner had a majority of legal votes; 
and ought to have been returned: but the mayor 
has returned Mr. Haſkenſtyles in wrong tothe pe- 
titioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. *4th. Ordered to be reported on Monday 
next. 

6th. Mr. Bromley, according to order, reported 
the matter the ſaid petition, as it appeared to 
the committee, as follows. — That by the petiti- 
oner's counſel it was inſiſted, that the right of elec- 
tion was only in the ſons of freemen, born after 
the fathers were made free; in ſuch as have ſerved 
ſeven years apprenticeſhip within the borough, or 
made free by redemption. 

That for Mr. Haſkenſtyles it was inſiſted, that 
beſides the perſons qualified, as aforeſaid, thoſe that 
have ſerved as clerks to within the bo- 
rough, by. virtue of ſuch ſervice were free, and had 
a right to vote at elections. 

The fitting-member's counſel called, 

Mr. Carpenter and Mr. Ray, who ſaid, ſuch as 
had ſerved clerks to attorneys in the borough, and 
had no other right, had been admitted to vote at 
ſeveral elections, within forty years paſt, and were 
never refuſed. 

For the petitioner, was called Mr. Cole, who 
ſaid, he had ſerved an attorney in the ſaid town as 
his clerk; but he purchaſed his freedom. He ac- 
knowledged, his maſter died before his timewas out; 
though, had it been otherwiſe, ſuch ſervice would 
not have entitled him to his freedom. He owned, 
attorneys have voted at former elections, and never 
had been refuſed : yet he thought, it was only mat- 
ter of favour, not of right. 

I. The committee reſolved, that the right of 
election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, is only in the ſons of freemen, born after 
fathers were made free; and in ſuch as have ſerved 
ſeven years apprenticeliig, or are made free by re- 
demption. 

That upon the poll the numbers were 

for Mr. Haſkenſtyles, 365. 
for the petitioner, 344. 

But for the petitioner it was alledged, it appear- 
ed by the poll, that one had polled twice for Mr. 
Haſkenſtyles, which would reduce his poll to 364, 
and gave him a majority by 20 only. 


That 
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That they then proceeded to take off and diſqua- 
lify ſeveral, who had polled for Mr. Haſkenſtyles ; 
as being no freemen, or not having ſerved ſeven 
years apprenticeſhip, or not being the ſons of free- 
men; as receiving alms, as obtained by bribery, or 

Some witneſſes ſpoke to ſeveral perſons having 
voted for Mr. Haſkenſtyles, who had not ſerved 
ſeven years apprenticeſhip : and 13 were admitted, 
ſo. 


Other witneſſes ſpoke to ſeveral others, who were 
not ſons of freemen ; ſix of whom were admitted, 
not to be ſo. | 

Six more were excepted to, as receiving alms : and 
no anſwer given. | 

As to bribery ; a letter was produced by Gilſon, 
directed to him by Sir John Cordell, who married 
Mr. Haſkenſtyles's daughter, to make what intereſt 
he could for Mr. Haſkenſtyles, upon the former 
election being made void. Gilſon ſaid, he received 
16s. from the innkeeper at the George, to make 
intereſt ; and 5s. from Sir John Cordell; and fo 
did others. 

Merrill ſaid, Sir John Cordell ſent to him to be 
for Mr. Haſkenſtyles ; which he refuſing, unleſs 
ſomething was given him, Sir John gave him 
28. 6d. and bid him not ſpeak of it; and Sir 
John told him, if the election was not prolonged 
three or four days, the petitioner would carry it : 
that it was continued three days; whereas at other 
Times, it had been finiſhed in one. The witneſs 
ſaid, ſome freemen came from Ipſwich, to vote 
for the petitioner ; but Mr. Cole, his agent, refuſing 
to entertain them, and pay for their horſes, they 
voted for Mr. Haſkenſtyles ; his friends, &c. paying 
for their horſes, and giving them money for their 


Tyler and Bantock ſaid, they intended to have 
voted for the petitioner ; but their maſters deſired 
them to vote for Mr. Haſkenſtyles, and gave them 
58. each. 

Evidence was given of ſeveral freemen, who lived 
at Colcheſter, and were treated on Mr. Haſken- 
ſtyles's account. 

That they then endeavoured to add four to the 
petitioner's poll; two of which were allowed; and 
rwo others excepted to, as almſmen. 

It was ſaid, the voters for Mr. Haſkenſtyles had 
liberty to come in at a private door for their con- 
venience, when the others came to the bar with 
difficulty ; and evidence was given of rudeneſs on 
both ſides. 

Some ſpoke as to money offered to perſons, to 
charze the petitioner with bribery. 

For Mr. Haſkenſtyles it was inſiſted,” that it did 
not appear, Sir John Cordell had any direction to 
concern himſelf for Mr. Haſkenſtyles, who was in- 
vited to be a candidate; and was ſo indifferent, that 
he was not preſent at the election. — As to the 16s. 
given to Gilſon, they ſaid, it was before the writ 


came, and for his loſs of time, he being a labourer, 


— That as to the charge of bribery and treating, 
they endeavoured to recrimihate: and called 

Alliſon ; who faid, Bouncer told him, he had 
10 8. to be for the petitioner, or would have been 
for Mr. Haſkenſtyles. 

Several ſaid, 20 perſons were treated at Under- 
wood's, during the election: that they were directed 
to go thither by Cole, an agent for the petitioner: 
that Underwood told them, there was nothing to 
pay; and deſired their votes for the petitioner. 

Others ſaid, 20, who came from Colcheſter, were 


3 


entertained at Buck's, ſome of whom had horſes 
provided for them; and ſome of them ſaid, they had 
ſtaid at home, had not their charges been paid. 

They then proceeded to diſqualify ſome, who 
voted for the petitioner; 5 of whom were given 
up; and anſwers given to the reſt. 

That in reply, the. petitioner's counſel called evi- 
dence to the credit of the witneſſes for Mr. Haſken- 
ſtyles : and called wont 

Underwood ; who denied, that any perſons were 
treated at his houſe, during the election, on the 
petitioner's account; that thoſe, who eat and drank, 
paid their reckonings ; and beſides the petitioner told 
him, a week before the election, if he drew any 
drink, he would not pay for it. 

Rook ſaid, he was at Buck's, and heard 
him tell the Colcheſter men, they were to pay for 
what they eat and drank ; and that he paid 7s. 6d. 
and one Kent 9s. having an horſe there. 

The committee reſolved, 

That Joſeph Haſkenſtyles, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

That George Daſhwood, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

The ſaid reſolutions being twice read, were agreed 
unto by the houſe : and the return ordered to be 
amended. 

Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of George Daſhwood, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that Sir Jervas Elwes, 
the petitioner, and Philip Skippon, eſquire, were 
candidates at the election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough ; and the petitioner was 
duly choſen by a majority of legal voters from Mr. 
Skippon, and ought to have been returned : that 
Mr. Cock, the mayor, refuſed to poll ſeveral legal 
voters for the petitioner, and admitted ſeveral un- 
qualified perſons to vote for Sir Jervas and Mr. 
Skippon, who by their agents, Thomas Man, 
Thomas Pariſh, and others, procured many votes 
by bribery, and other indirect means; and the ſaid 
mayor before the books were cloſed, or the election 
declared, refuſed a ſcrutiny of the poll, though ir 
was ſeveral times demanded by the petitioner and 
others ; and hath wrongfully returned Sir Jervas 
and Mr. Skippon : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report it, with their opinion. 

Dec. 6. Ordered, that Mr. Daſhwood have leave 
to withdraw the ſaid petition. 

Nov. 25, 1708. A petition of Thomas Canham, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, 
Sir Harvey Elwes, Philip Skippon, eſquire, and the 
petitioner, were candidates: that Sir Harvey Elwes 
uſed divers unlawful practices to get votes, and pro- 
cure himſelf to be returned by Mr. Benjamin Carter, 
the mayor; who acted illegally, in denying ſeveral 
perſons to vote for the petitioner, and allowing 
others to vote for Sir Harvey Elwes, who had no 
right; and committed other undue and arbitrary 
proceedings, and has unjuſtly returned the ſaid Sir 
Harvey; although the petitioner ought really to 
have been returned, he having a majority of votes: 
and praying &c. ; 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar, on the 15th 
day of March next. ö 

April 27, 1726. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs for this borougn to 
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ſerve in this preſent parliament, in the room of 
William Wyndham, eſquire, made lieutenant-go- 
vernor of Chelſea- hoſpital. 


County of SUFFOLK. 


1 55 county is ſituate in the circuit called 
the northern circuit of this kingdom. It 
returned members to parliament in the 22d of Ed- 
ward the firſt; and has continued ſo to do ever 
ſince. The memoirs of its eleftions do not appear 
in the Journals, until ſince the Reſtoration ; of 
which are theſe following. 

March 1, 1672. A petition of Sir Samuel Bar- 
nardiſton, baronet, complaining of an undue car- 
riage in the ſheriff of this county, in the election of 
a knight to ſerve for this county : but there being 


no return yet made, 


Ordered, that the ſheriff of this county do make 
his return of the election for this county. | 
4th. A petition of the Lord Huntingtower was 


read; complaining of a double return made by the 
ſheriff of this county, in wrong of the petitioner, ' 


who was duly elected to ſerve in parliament as 


knight of the ſhire for the ſaid county, and ought 
to have been ſingly returned. | 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition, in behalf of Sir Samuel Barnardiſton, 
baronet, was read ; complaining of a double return, 
made by the ſheriff of this county, in wrong of the 
petitioner, who was duly elected to ſerve in parlia- 
ment as knight of the ſhire for this county, and 
ought to have been ſingly returned. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 31, 1673. A petition of Sir Lionell Tal- 
mach, baronet, was read ; complaining of a double 
return, made for this county, in prejudice of the 
petitioner's right, who was duly choſen and ought 
to have been returned to ſerve as knight of the 
ſhire for this county. | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 7th. A petition of Sir Samuel Barnar- 
diſton, baronet, was read ; complaining of a double 
return made by the ſheriff of this county, in 
wrong of the petitioner, who was duly elected to 
ſerve in parliament as knight of the ſhire for this 
county, and ought to have been ſingly returned. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 17. Ordered to be reported on Thurſday 

ing next. 

19. Sir Thomas Meres reported from the commit- 
tee of privileges and elections, the ſtate of the caſe, 
and evidence on both ſides, in the matter of the 
election for this county; and the votes of the com- 
mittce, as followeth. 

That Sir Samuel Barnardiſton is well elected a 
member in this preſent parliament for this county. 

That the ſheriff of the county do withdraw, and 
take off the file, the return of Lord Hunting- 
tower. | 
To theſe votes the houſe agreed; and ordered the 
ſame accordingly. 

Jan. 26, 1688. A petition of Sir Samuel Bar- 
nardiſton, baronet, complaining of an undue elec- 
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The Counties of SUFFOLK and SURREY. 


tion and return of a knight of the ſhire, to ſerve in 
this preſent convention for this county, in preju- 
dice of the petitioner, was read. | 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 
April 1, 1690. A petition of Sir John Playrers 
was read; ſhewing, that he was elected for this 
county by the majority of legal votes : but by 
ſeveral indirect practices, in making ſeveral hundred 
freeholders ſince the teſte of the writ, and polling 
ſeveral voices that were not qualified to elect, hav- 
ing no freehold in the county, Sir Samuel Barnar- 
diſton hath obtained himſelf to be returned for the 


faid county, in prejudice of the petitioner : and 


praying &c. | 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 

privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

report the ſame, with their opinion. 


County of S U RRE x. 


HIS is a large county, ſituate near the me- 
tropolis of England; being only ſeparated 
therefrom, in one part, by the Thames. It has 
been repreſented in parliament from the 22d of Ed- 
ward the firſt ; and was joined with the county of 
Suffex under one ſheriff. I meet with no memoirs, 
relating to conteſted elections in parliament, till 
ſince the Revolution : which here follow. 
Nov. 25, 1695. A petition of Edward Harvey, 
eſquire, was read; ſetting forth, that at the election 
of knights of the ſhire for this county to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament, Sir Richard Onſlow, Den- 
zill Onſlow, eſquire, and the petitioner, were candi- 
dates to be elected; and the petitioner had a majo- 
rity of votes of ſuch as had a right to poll, and 
ought to have been returned as one of the kni 


of the ſhire, together with the ſaid Sir Richard; 


but the high-ſheriff of the county hath returned 


the ſaid Denzill Onſlow, in wrong to the petitioner : 


and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 16. Mr. Solicitor- general reported from the 


ſaid committee, the matter upon the ſaid petition. 


— That the committee appointed a day for hearing 
the merits of the ſaid petition : and — counſel for 
the petitioner objected to ſeveral of the ſitting· mem- 
ber's votes, as no freeholders : in anſwer to which, 
the counſel for Mr. Onſlow inſiſted, that exception 
could not now be made, they having ſworn them- 
ſelves to be freeholders. 
Whereupon the committee reſolved, 


That evidence ought not to be admitted to diſ- | 


qualify an eleftor, as no frecholder, who, at the 
election, ſwore himſelf to be a frecholder. 

The counſel for the petitioner, being acquainted 
therewith, ſaid, the other exceptions they had 
would not reduce the votes for the fitting-member 
ſo as to give the petitioner a majority : wherefore 
the commirtee reſolved, 

That Denzill Onſlow, eſquire, is duly elected a 
knight, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
county: whereto (it being twice read) the houſe 


June , 1711. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for elefting a knight to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament, in the room of the honourable Henage 
_— eſquire, who is made maſter of the Jewel 
Houſe. | 


Nov. 
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Nov. 21, 1715. Ordered a warrant for a new 
„ < Ag knight to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this county, in the room of Sir Ri- 
c 


| SUSSEX. 


„ Tus Hane on de fouth-welt bor- 
1. F. R. ders of the kingdom : and was formerly join- 
17)- ed with Surry in the ſheriffſhip. It has returned 
knights of the ſhire from the 22d of Edward. the 
firſt : but no memoirs appear of any conteſted 
election in parliament until ſince the Revolution; 


hath returned "op ſaid rer 

William Thomas, duly elected, in prejudice of the 

rr 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 

privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

report it, with their opinion. 


Nov. 2, 1705. A petition of Sir Henry Peachy, 
knight, was read ; ſhewing, 


that at the laſt election 


t 
. 
171 
ſits 
0 
if 


5 


8 
in favour n ——— 


5 to examine the matter, and 


April 1, 1724. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a knight of the ſhire for this county, in 
the room of Henry Pelham, eſquire, made ſecre- 
tary at war. 


TAMWORTH. 


Tus borough is fituate wichin the counties of 
Stafford and Warwick : and both ſheriffs (as 
Willis, Doctor Willis writes) make the return upon two 
'749- 51. different writs. It never ſent members to parlia- 
ment until the 5th of Queen Elizabeth, as ap- 
pears by the Journal ; and of which, and other 
ſubſequent memoirs, relating to the election, I am 
authorized to write as follows. 
2 22, 1562, For that burgeſſes be returned of 
Dee, divers boroughs, not lately returned in the Chan- 
Journal, cery, Viz. the of Tregoney, St. Jermynes, 
was 


and Maws, in Cornwall, the of * Mink- 

hedy in Somerſetſhire, the borough of Tamworth in 

Staffordſhire, &c. Mr. declared to the 

| houſe, that the lord ſteward agreed they ſhould 

7 op tho has, e 
ART 


ſhew their letters patents, why they be returned into 
the parliament. — But further appears. 


hands the writ for electing a member to ferve for 
this town, whereby the election has been delayed; 
And one Mr. Ferrers being called in, and heard 
at the bar of the houſe what he could inform in 
this matter: 
And being withdrawn ;—and Mr. Scrjeant Flint 
being by the command of the houſe withdrawn, and 


or in the populacy and burgeſſes at large: 
the opinion of the committee was, that the right of 
election was in the bailiffs and 24 capital burgeſſes, 
and not in the populacy, and that the Lord Clifford 
had the of voices of the bailiffs and ca- 
pital burgeſſes; and that therefore the committee 
had paſſed theſe reſolves ; viz. 

1. That Mr. Ferrers is not duly elected. 

2. That the Lord Clifford is duly elected. 

Both of which were, upon being twice read, 
agreed to by the houſe : and the return ordered to 
be amended. 

March 24, 1680. A petition of John Turton, 
— touching the election ſor this borough, was 


323 8 committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

March 24, 1689. A petition of Thomas Guy 
was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly 
elected for this borough ; but the bailiff, by divers 
undue practices, declared Sir Henry Gough to be 
duly elected, though the petitioner had the majority 
of legal votes; and hath fince returned him with 
Mr. Biddulph, in prejudice to the petitioner : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that ir be referred to the committee of 

and elections, to examine the matter, and 

Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Sir Henry Gough, 
knight, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, the majority of votes, duly qualified, were 
for the petitioner ; and he ought to have been re- 
turned: but the bailiffs of the faid borough refu- 
ſing to poll the petitioner's due voters, | and admit- 
ting others unqualified to poll againſt him, by ad- 
journing the poll when ſeveral voters for the peti- 
tioner demanded to be polled, without the peti- 
tioner's conſent ; I eee re- 
turned John Chetwynd, and Thomas Guy, eſquires, 
as burgeſſes, in wrong to the petitioner : and pray- 

&c. 
ts „ 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 
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The Borough of TAMWORTH: 0 


March 13th. Ordered, that the report be made 


on Friday next. 


1th. Sir Rowland Gwyn (according to order) 
reported the matter on the ſaid 


petition. 
The committee have examined the election: and 


upon the poll the numbers were for Mr. Guy 224. 
for Mr. Chetwynd 193.— for the petitioner 184. 
The firſt matter in conteſt was the right of elec- 
tion. The petitioner's counſel inſiſted, it was in all 
ſuch as have freeholds, or pay ſcot and lot, within 
the borough : the counſel for Mr. Chetwynd and 
Mr. Guy denied that the freeholders had any right. 

The petitioner called Aſhley, who ſaid, he had 
known the borough about 30 years, and freeholders 
were always accepted ; and ſome freeholders, that 
lived at Wiginton, have voted : but Aſhley hath 
been removed out of the borough 7 years. 

Latimer ſaid, at Sir Thomas Thynne's and Sir 
Andrew Hacket's eleftion he voted as a freeholder, 
he not then paying ſcot and lot, but a widow, living 
in his freehold : that the freeholders, who lived out 
of town, then voted; and though a conteſt, and his 
vote excepted to by one Allen, then town-clerk, as 
not paying ſcot and lot, yet he was admitted as a 
freeholder ; and has heard, that the frecholders vot- 
ed at Lord Clifford's election. 

Backhouſe ſaid, he had known the borough 30 
years, and had been at all elections in that time: 
that the frecholders were admitted at Sir Thomas 
Thynne's and Sir Andrew Hacket's election, though 
non-reſident in the borough, particularly Mr. Vaugh- 
ton of Wiginton : and with Mr. Latimer, 
that he was admitted as a freeholder, though _ 
ed againſt for not paying ſcot and lot: and at the 
laſt election, no out · freeholder wal excepted to, but 
they voted for all the candidates. 

Buckland ſaid, the non-reſident freeholders voted 
at Sir Thomas. Thynne's election; and named ſeve- 


ral, who then voted, and at other elections ſince. 


In anſwer, the counſel for the ſitting- members 
produced the journal of the 26th of March, 1670, 
wherein the right of election was reſolved to be in 
the bailiff and 24 capital burgeſſes, and not in the 
populacy: and called Vaughton, who ſaid, he had 
known the elections from 1661; Wright, who ſaid, 
he had lived in the borough 51 or 52 years; Glover, 
aged 70—acquainted with the elections ſince 1667 
_ * ns who had n borough 30 


"Theſe ſpoke je Graral ations: Cince 1661; 44 
ſaid, the right was in the bailiffs and. capital bur- 


geſſes, ſcorters, and lotters ; nor, did the out-free- 


holders claim right of voting till x679, when Lord 
Weymouth, then Sir Thomas Thynne, was candidate. 


Glover ſaid, that he had two landlords ; who, 


though they lived but one mile off, and were out- 


frecholders, did not claim to vote: but at Sir Tho- 
mas Thynne's election, one Powell was bailiff, and a 
ſervant to Sir Thomas Thynne, and admitted all 
to poll who would ; amongſt the reſt, the out- free 
holders voted, and have continued to vote ſince; 
but they never looked upon them to have right 3 
and have been complained of, 

Mr. Vaughton ſaid, one Jordan, who was bailiff 
with Powell, would not ſign the poll at Sir Thomas 
Thynne's election, becauſe he thought Eee 
holders had no right. 

Dilke ſaid, he could not tell ji the out- 
freeholders were polled by the agreement of the 
candidates; but the ſitting members deſired the poll 
might be taken by themſelves, which was dune. 


- " Whereupon the committee reſolved, 


1. That the right of election of burgeſies, to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in the inha- 
bitants, paying ſcot and lot, and in fuch perſons, 
who have. freeholds within the 9 — 
ther reſident, or not. 

Then the counſel for the proceeded to 
diſqualify ſeveral, who had Tad for the fig: 
members : and called 

Lee, and others; who gave evidence againſt Py- 
ner, Keeling, Hare, Green, Needham, Haydon, 
Bateman, and Vale; to which no anſwer was 
given. 

Alſo they, or one of them, ſaid, Mr. Guy did 
not pay ſcot and lot, nor was in any levy: — Cox 
was ſervant to his mother, and ſhe was in the levies : 
—Smith's mother acknowledged, ſhe was houſe- 
keeper ; but it was owned he was a batchelor, and in the 
levies, That John Haſledine, Samuel Orton, and 
Thomas Orton, live in the ſame houſe ; but it was 
owned, Samuel Orton paid ſcot and lot: — that 
Taylor and Wilcox live together, and Wilcox paid 
to levies, but Taylor did not: — that George and 
Francis Wright were inmates to widow Watkins : 
that George was in no levies before the election; 
but it was owned, Francis and the widow did pay 
to the levies jointly. — . 


That John Jordan lived with his father, and 


: was in no levies before the election: that Birche's 


rent did not commence till Michaelmas ; and one 
more voted for that houſe: — that the houſe Wat- 
kins lived in, at the time of the election, was but 
16 8. per an]; and though he was charged to the 
conſtable's levy, he never paid it. 
That Thomas Taylor, junior, and Francis Wright 
live with Watkins in the ſame houſe ;-— yet owned, 
they did pay to the levies, and the houſe had been 
divided two or three years :— that Thomas Vaugh- 
ton lived in the ſame houſe with Arthur Alcock, 
having but one door to the ſtreet ; though it was 
owned, Vayghton paid cot and lot, and was an 
houſekeeper : —— that the two Woodcocks and 
Heath live all in one houſe, in which there is but 
one outward door, but two doors into the yatd; but 
that Woodcock was in the poor's levy till July — 
Litchfield lived in the ſame houſe with two others, 
but before the election was in the conſtable's levy, 
for one peny : — that V Junior, lived 
with his father; and a little before the election, 
his father complained, that John, his ſon, did not 
pay the levies; yet it was owned, he was in the 
poor's levies before: that Adams, Oſborn, and 
Sherman are inmates, there being but one outward 
door; yet it was owned, they paid to one or more 
levies : that George Nock and Smith are both in- 
mates to. Richard Bateman; but believes, they were 
all in one levy for one peny, or two-pence, each: 
— that George Pricard and George Spencer both 
live in one houſe; though owned, they are charged 
in the levies, yet Spencer did not pay in all :—that 
Done and Sadler live in the ſame houſe ; but owned, 
they were both in the conſtable's levy :—that Haſle- 
dine is an inmate, and he lives with one Mobbes, in 
the ſame houſe ; but both pay to levies : More lives 
with his mother ; though it was owned, he was in 
moſt levies :— that Maſon and Danks live both in 
the ſame houſe, have ſeparate doors; and thinks, 
both pay levies : — that Vincent lives with Mrs. 
Murray; but is in the levies. 

That Cooper, junior, lives with a widow, and 
-pays to the conſtable : that Machen lives with Mr. 
Green; but both pay levies. 


Robinſon 


ſon 


Ne Borough of "TamwoRTH. 


\ Robinſon is an inmate, and he and Middleton 
live together, one on one fide of the entry, and the 
other on the other ; but both pay wo-levies. 

That Ford and Norms live agther, having but 
one door into the ſtreet; but both pay to levies; 
however Norman did not vote: Williams and 
Glover livein one houſe ; bur: both pay to levies. 

Smith, and Harding, junior, live in one houſe, 


divided about the dime of che election, and both 
y to levies. 


That Fenton and Kelſey live together; and Fen- 


L peny, or two- 


Taylor and Keeling live geber; both pay; and 
have charity. 
| Thar Keeling lives with widow Charity; but both 
pay : that Hartwell is an inmate to Allen but 
was rated. 

That Wood, ſenior, lives with Silveſter, is very 
poor, and believes was not rated fince the election; 
but owned, he had been a capital burgeſs twenty 
8 lives with his mother; but both rated; 
and he is now bailiff: that Membry is very poor, 
and lives with his mother. 

That Mr. Chetwynd, the ſitting· member, voted 
as a freeholder ; but is not fo. 

That Bateman had only a leaſe for years : that 
Mr. Wagſtaff owned, he had fold his freehold to 
Dawes ; and did not pay ſcot and lot; but Ford, 
the tenant, did. 

That the petitioner's counſel alledged, there had 
been fraud in rating poor people, in order to make 
them voters: and it was ſaid by witneſles, — 

That Briggs was-rated for 1696, and 1697, to the 
conſtable's levy ; but did not pay: that 
was only rated to the conſtable : — that Vale pays 
only 28. yearly for a town-houſe ; yet was charg- 
ed 2d. or 3 d. in the conſtable's rate, but did not 


That they went next: on alms : and ir-was ſaid, 


that Prine had Mitchell's charity in 1698, and 


Cheadle's in x697 :—that Browning had charity in 


1696, and the two next years : — that Blyth is put 


down as almſman in the births and burials, and 


lives in a ſort of an almſhouſe ; but voted, becauſe ni 
rated to the conſtable: that Egginton had Ferrer's - 


re eee 
but rated: Drayton had Mitchell's in 1697, and 

-Gough's and Mitchell's in 1698 ; but rated : Boyce 
had 'Vaughton's in 2697, and Ferrer's in 1698 : 
that Alcock had Ferrer's in 1696, Mitchell's in 
1697, and Gough's in 1698: Kecling had Rep- 
pington's 4 years, being 5s. yearly : Eades had 


Mitchell's in 1697, Cheadle's in 2698: Key had 
Mitchell's in 1697; but rated to the conſtable one 


peny or two-pence : — Meaſon had Mitchell's in 
1699, and Ferrer's in 1698 : — Kelſhall had Chea- 


.dle's in x6g8 : Cock received Ferret s charity in 


1696, and Mitchell's in 1698: Milner had Chea- 


dle's for 14 years; but. it was owned, he was ſexton, 


and it was n conſideration of his being concerned 


in the diſtribution: ; —Eletcher had Fee in 1696; 
but is rated. 


ien the petitiouer s counſel 
called Lee and Backhouſe; who ſaid, the election 
for this borough was in July; and that elections for 
parliament - men always uſed to be determined in one 
day, and this time, though the petitioner proteſted 
againſt it; though ſeveral perſons, viz. Nock 
Thompſon, Egginton, Allen, and Gregory, who 
had a right, were preſent, and ſome of them offer- 
2 


ed to be polled for the petitioner, but they were 
not admitted to poll, and none were preſent to poll 
for Mr. Chetwynd and Mr. Guy: but the bailiff, 
though the petitioner proteſted againſt it, contrary 
to the advice of the deputy town- clerk, did, be- 
tween 5 and 6 o'clock in the afternoon, adjourn 
-the poll till next morning, when ſeveral perſons 


-were admitted to poll for Mr. Chetwynd and Mr. 
Guy, and the petitioner. 


That, before the adjournment, the bailiff's ſon 
broke the peace, and puſhed and hindered the pe- 
titioner's voters: and at the adjournment, Mr. 
Chetwynd had not above one voice more chan the 
petitioner; and before the books were cloſed, the 
bailiff aſked one or more, who they were for? and 
they ſaying for Sir Henry Gough, the bailiff ſtaid 
a quarter of an hour before he adjourned, and 
then ſhut up the books and refuſed to poll them; 
and the petitioner declared if he could not be right- 
ed there, he would endeavour to be, in another 
place: that Shipton, a man of 100 J. per annum, 
was allowed to be a vote, till he declared he voted 
for the petitioner; and then the bailiff ſaid, ano- 
ther had polled for that houſe : that Shakeſpear, 
who offered for the petitioner, was refuſed, Mr. 
Chetwynd ſaid, it was not the right man; and after 
his brother came and voted for Mr. Cherwynd : 
Bell, junior, was refuſed ; and Egginton was ſet 
down on the poll though abſent. | 

Sir Robert Burdet gave the ſame evidence as to 
the adjournment. 

In anſwer ; Mr. Cherwynd's and Mr. Guy's coun- 
ſel called ſeveral witneſſes, who ſaid, Cox was an 
houſekeeper, and rated in 1698 before the election: 
Smith paid to the poor in 1697 and 1698 : Samuel 
Orton rated for 20 years: Thomas Orton had paid 
equal taxes with his father : Haſledine was rated, 
and was a frecholder: Taylor paid to the poor in 
April laſt : Wilcox has been rated many years: the 
two Wrights, the ſtock was between them : —— 
Jordan had joint trade, and paid equally with his 
father to the levies; and is highly charged for a ſhop 
which he hath had 6 or 7 years : — Birch has paid 
12 months to the poor: — Watkins was charged in 
the conſtables levy in 1697 and 1698: Taylor, ju- 


nior, had paid to the conſtable's rate before the 
election: Vaughton, junior, pays to all: the two 
Woodcocks were in the conſtable's rate: —Heath 
pays to church and poor, and conſtable, that theſe 
three live in the ſame houſe, but have diſtinct 


- doors within a court. — Litchfield pays conſtable 


and poor, and has been rated 6 or 7 years. — 
John Vaughton paid the poor nine years, and is 
diſtin& in the levy. — That Adams had paid the 
conſtable ſeveral years before the election. — Oſ- 
born's houſe is diſtin from Adams's, though in 
the ſame yard :-—Nock and Smith were in all rates, 
and their dwellings diſtinct from Bateman's, and 
pay rent apart: Piccard paid all rates, till he was 
overſeer : — Spencer paid to the conſtable's rate in 
1697 : — Done has paid to the poor a year and 
half. — Sadler has paid the conſtable's rate : —— 
Haſledine, junior, pays both conſtable's and poor's 
rates: That Moor has paid conſtable's and poor's 
rates this twelve month : — Teat paid to the poor 
and conſtable : — and Plat voted for Mr. Chet- 
wynd and Sir Henry Gough : — Maſon pays all 
taxes :—Danks voted for both : — Vincent pays all 

taxes: Cooper pays to the conſtable and poor :— 
Menſham pays the conſtable and church : — Wil- 
liams pays all levies : —Glover voted for the peti- 

tioner :—Ford paid the poor's rate in 1697. 

Vaughton 


IST 


Vaughton ſaid, Ford's name was not inteslined 


when he gave the rate to Lee, but was ſo when he 


received it again: That Smith had paid poor and 


conſtable's rate 2 or 3 years, and had been overſeer: 
— Harding pad all levies 2 years :——Fenton paid 
theſe 12 months: — Taylor has paid the conſtable's 
Kd poor and conſtable's be- 
- Dew ths ali as did Hartwell : — Wood, ſeni- 
or, is a capital burgeſs : Piccard is now bailiff, pays 
all levies, and is a freeholder :'— Membrey paid 
to church, poor, and conſtable, before the election: 
— Wagſtaff is a freeholder : —— Briggs and Prowd- 
man rated; but cannot ſay, whether they pay: 
Vale pays, and is a freeholder. 
That the evidence, produced. in anfwer to thoſe 
r ſaid, 
Prince paid the conſtable's rate, only —as did 
Smith, Browning, and Blyth ; but it was owned, 
they had charity : Edginton is a freeholder : — 
Drayton and Boyce though they have charity, pay 
to church and conſtable :-- Latham pays all rates: 
* — Alcock receives charity :z—Keeling is a frechold- 
er: Eades and Keeling paid conſtable's rate :— 


As to Maſon no defence: Kelſhaw pays to conſta- 


ble; as doth Cook, and alſo to the church :—owned, 


Miller hath monthly bread :—— Saunders has cha- 


rity. 


That the counſel for Mr. Chetwynd and Mr. ci 


Guy inſiſted, that 75 of the petitioner's votes had 
no right, whzreof 16 were given up: 8 
called Bateman and others (as to the reſt) who 

Bell had charity in 1697 :— Garnet had bread in 
the church, but was clerk, and in the ſame circum- 
ſtances with Milner : — Haſlehurſt had charity ; as 
had the two Robinſons, Taylor, and Woodcock, 
though this laſt was one of the ſerjeants :>—Allen 
was rated, —but Thompſon faid at the election, that 
he had taken the eſtate, and paid the arrears; and 
voted for the ſame houſe : — Drayton was out of 
town, four months before the election: That Gre- 
gory and Whiſton are not rated, nor freeholders : 
— and as to Alcoſt it was admitted: Alcock paid 
to church, poor, and conſtable's rates : Adams no 
houſekeeper, yet paid rates: — = Betts doth pay : — 
Ballard, Danks, Glover, and Gilbert, 
are inmates; but rated: Heath and Haſledine live 
in a back yard and pay: Kendal and Keen are 
rated: Moor is no houſckeeper ; but rated: 
Matchet is an inmate :—Plar lives in a back-yard, 
but pays to church and conſtable : Seal is a tabler : 
by a lodger, but rated: — Woodcock. an in- 
mate Tax pays :—Wilcox a boarder:— 

a minor : — Willi a truſtee for his ſiſter; as 
was Vaughton, Cumberford, Broch, and Cook, who 
_ voted for Mr. Chetwynd, and the petitioner : Spur- 
| Iy and another, frecholders berweea 10 8. and 20s. 


ly. 

As to tho not admitted to poll, 

Vaughton ſaid, the books were ſhut, before 
Egginton demanded to poll: Bateman faid the 
ſame:—Pyner was refuſed an hour or two before : 


Nock was not in court, as they law :— Thompſon 


not preſent, but polled next morning: — and when 
the books were ſhut at night, Mr. Cherwynd had 
two majority : — Though Humphrey Allen was 
rated in all levies, Thompſon paid the arrears: —— 
. Gregory was no freeholder, nor rated, nor claimed 
ro poll :—Shipton was refuſed, becauſe another had 
polled for the ſame houſe as a frecholder: Thar 
Shakeſpear voted as a frecholder. 
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That the counſel for Mr. Cherwnd and but ci 
proceeded as to irregularity, 

Vaughton ſaid, Lord Weymouth's bayliff threat- 
ened Oſborn, that if he would not vote for the peti- 
tioner, he would turn him out of his eſtate. © 

Tebb faid, he being arreſted the day before the 

one Brookes offered him 20 s. towards his 
l would vote for the petitioner ; 
ich was paid hi him, and was the reaſon of his fo 
owned, he put his hand to a note about 
doth not know the contents : that he 


1 but it is now demand- 


k and Vaughton ſaid, Brookes was a ſolli- 
for the petitioner. Vincent ſaid, he and ſe- 
others were treated on the ** 0 


e 


Moore ſaid, he ws theft for 51. by one Sep 
pard, becauſe he would not vote for the 


Robinſon, ſenior, a frecholder, and Robinſon, junior, 
is rated; as is Taylor: Woodcock has charity, 
as ſerjeant: Charles Wilcox is a ſerjeant alſo : 
Allen is rated; and had a crop on his ground af- 
ter Thompſon entered on the eſtate : Drayton is a 

and freeholder: Gregory's landlord pai 
for him at the election: Whiſton's ' houſe in 
another's name, but Whiſton paid all levies : — 


Lee ſaid, Tedb owed. his nber g er 61. ad ts 
had ſeveral proceſſes upon him, and Brookes, hear- 
ing he was in town, fent to demand the 208; 

That the petitioner at laſt admitted Mr. Guy to 
be elected. And the committee reſolved, 


2. That Thomas Guy, eſquire, is duly elected 
2 burgeſs, to ſerve in this — how commend 


. That John 7 cſqire, is not duly 

Aa to 
aste burgeſs, in parliament for 
4. That Sir Henry Gough, knight, is duly clect- 


ed burgeks, to ſerve in this parliament tor this bo- 
rough. 


The faid four reſolutions, being ewice read, [were 
n and the return ordered to 

be amended. 

Dec. 1, 2500. The hen beiog infontied; cha 
chere is a new writ ĩſſued to the ſheriff of the county 
of Stafford only, for the election of a burgeſs, to 


ſerve in parliament for this borough, whereas the 


borough is alſo within the county of Warwick; 
Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do make 


out a ſuperſedeas to the writ lately made out, and di- 


rected to the ſheriff of the county of Stafford only; 


and. as Mr. Ipotker do iſſue his warrant to the 
— clerk 
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clerk of the Crown, to male out a- new. writ di- 
reed: to the ſheriff of the county of Warwick, 
and another to the ſheriff. of the county of Stafford, 
for the electing a burgeſs to ſerve. in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough. 

Nov. 3, 1905. A petition of Richard Suyalen, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
hament for this borough ; but by the undue prac- 
tices of one of the bailiffs of the ſaid borough, and 
Joſeph Girdler, eſquire, ſerjeant at law, the ſaid 
bailiff hath. declared the ſerjeant duly elected; and 
hath returned him with Thomas Guy, eſquire, in 
wrong to the petitioner : and praying &c. 

red, that it be referred to the committes of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petitian of Richard Swynfen 
and J. Jarvis, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that the 
petitioners and the honourable Francis Willoughby, 
eſquire, and Samuel Bracebridge, eſquire, were 
candidates at the election of members of parliament 
for this borough; and that the petitioners had the 
majority of lawful votes, and ought to have been 
returned burgeſſes for the ſaid- borough : and the 
ſaid Mr. Willoughby and Mr. Bracebridge, by bri- 
bery and other illegal practices, procured themſelves 
to be returned to the detriment of the petitioners : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 21. Ordered, it be an inſtruction to the ſaid 
com mittee, that if they cannot go through the cauſe 
touching the election for this borough, this after- 
noon, . 0+ ai phonee-in the ſame to- 


morrow morning. 


Jan. 16th. Ordered, that it be reported on Tueſ- 
day next. 
22d. Ordered, that it · be received to-morrow 


morning. 

23d. Mr. Gybbon reported the matter con- 
cerning the ſaid election, as follows. 

That the petitioners counſel · waved the matter as 
to Mr. Jarvis, and admitted Mr. Willoughby to be 
duly elected. 

That the election was diſputed between Mr. Swyn- 
fen andi Mr. Dractbeiigs, and the right of election 
was controverted. 

For the petitioner it was inſiſted that this. is a 
borough- by preſcription ; that the right of election 
is-in the inhabitants N ei lot, and not re- 
ceiving alms. 

For the ſitting · members it was inſiſted, that the 
right. of dlection is in the inhabitants paying ſcot 
and lot, and ſuch freehelders who have freeholds in 
en. o whether reſident in the borough, or 


"Ws petitioner's:counſel called, 

Charles Wilcox, Fiſher - Littleton, efquire, and 
ſevera] others, who ſaid, that for upwards of 50 years 
paſt, ſome of them of their own knowledge, and {ome 
by hearing ancient.inhabirants who are dead, declare. 
that formerly the freeholders who were not inha- 
bitants- in the did not vote in elections; 
that the freeholders were firſt brought in about forty- 
years ſince, to carry Sir Thomas Thynne's election, 
by. Powell his ſteward, who was then one of the 
bailiffs; but they were objected to and oppoſed” by 
the other - bailiff, who refuſed to ſign the return; 
and alſo- by the inhabitants: and were alſo oppoſed- 


at the next election and taken in a by-paper. 
Pay II. 


They owned they had veted ever ſince, and had 
cauſed the majority. which made the election, but 
the inhabitants always objected to their voting, 

Far Mr. Rracebridge was called, 

Twigg, who ſaid, the freeholders had vatcd in 
all elections for 60 years paſt. 

Butler and Buckland ſpoke far 20 years paſt, and 
ſaid, that in all elections in that time, frecholders 
had voted, and ſometimes made the majority, fa 
that thereby the election was carried. 

Tha petitioner's counſel admitted, that the ſree- 
holders, had voted: fince the revolution in the year 
1698; but argued againſt their voting as an inno- 
vation on the rights of the borough, and inconve. 
nient in reſpe& of multiplying freeholds, 

That the ſitting-members counſel denied, that 
any ſuch inconvenience had appeared, and inſiſted 
on the freeholders right to vote; and that there was 
no room to vary the former reſolution of the houſe 
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of the 17th of March 1698, when it was reſolved the 


right, of election was in the inhabitants paying 
ſcot and lot, and in ſuch perſons as had frecholds 
within the borough, whether reſident within the 
borough, or not. 

Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough is in the inhabitants, 
being houſholders, paying ſcot and lot, and not re- 
ceiving alms. 

The poll was For the ſitting- members, 176. 

For the petitioner, 117. 

That the petitioner's counſel: objefted to 85 of 
the ſitting- members voters, and objected bribery and 
illegal practices; and- ſaid; they ſhould add eight to 
the petitioner's poll. 

It was admitted, thirty: nine voted for the ſitting- 
member as.freeholders.. 

Humphry. Wolferſton and Richard Bateman ſaid, 
ſeven others who had voted for the ſitting- members 
did; not pay ſcot and lot within the, borough, at 
the time of the election; and that ſeven others were 
not inhabitants within the borough at the time of 
the election. 

Bateman, Mr. Littleton, and Croſland ſaid, ten 
others were inmates and not houſholders in the bo- 
rough, at the time of the election; nineteen voted 
for the ſitting- member who were certificate-men as 
appeared by the certificates, and the poll. 

Three were objected to as bribed voices; and So- 
lomon Bott, one of them, ſaid, he was over: rated 
in the. poors rate; and complained he could get no 
abatement till he had promiſed his vote for the 
fitting-member, and then he was ſet off from 2 8. 
to 9d. which is as his neighbours pay. 

la anfwer, the overſeers ſaid, that Bott upon pro- 
ducing lis certificate, was rated - equally. with his 
neighbours. 

Bateman and Littleton ſaid, that Thomas Elton 
had ownel he had a bad debt of 51. 198. owing 
to him by Robert Whitby, paid by the agent of the 
ſicting · member to vote for him. 

But Elton and Whitby, being examined, both af- 
firmed chat Whitby paid the debt himſelf. 

Mr. Wolferſton ſaid, that Laurence Spooner 
owned he gave his vote for the ſitting- member, be- 
cauſe two of his agents had promiſed him 31. 10s. 
to put out his ſon apprentice. 

To add to the petitioner's poll eight perſons ; i 
was proved by 

William Nicholls, Thomas Baily, and others, 
that four of thoſe eight were formerly rated, and 
paid + to church and poor, but were left out of, 

2 2 the 


nnn 
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a racks jeſt before the election, and they offered 


their votes for the petitioner z and that the other 
four offered their ſaid votes for the petitioner, and 
were refuſed, becauſe they were only in the church- 
rate, or in the \conſtable's levy, and not in the 


P Sandford Wolferſton, eſq; one of his majeſty's 
juſtices of the peace, ſaid, that when the poll was 
about three parts over, ſome of the petitioner's 
agents came to him in the hall, and deſired him to 
go down, and aſſiſt in bringing up the voters, who 
were, hindered coming up by the rudeneſs of 
the bailiff's officers; that going out according- 
ly, thoſe officers ſhook their halberts over 
his head; threw him. down ſtairs, and cried out, 
« down with the Round-heads, no Hanoverians:“ 
that in the fall his brains had been knocked out, if a 
voter of the ſitting-member had not caught him in 


his arms. - 


That John Parker and William Cock were two 
of thoſe officers who aſſaulted and abuſed him, and 
uttered the words aforeſaid. 

That for Mr. Bracebridge to juſtify eleven of the 
r => Fog rep, Dag to the 
petitioner's poll, were called 

Samuel Dawes, overſeer of the poor, who ſaid, 
two of thoſe objected to, for not being rated in the 
poors rates, had, about a month before the election, 
demanded to be-rated, but were refuſed by him ; 
becauſe it ſhould not be ſaid he was partial. 

William Beech and Davis proved, that three of 
theſe objected to as inmates, were houſholders and 

their levies. 

Samuel Buckland and Samuel Dawes proved, 
that ſix of the certificate men had, ſince their cer- 
tificates, been put into public offices of the pariſh, 
and had ſerved thoſe offices ;. but one of them was 
not put into office till ſome time after the election. 

That Samuel Dawes ſaid, that ſome of thoſe 


the petitioner would add to his poll, was, upon 


their own application, on account of their poverty, 
left out of the poors rates ſeveral months before the 
election; that another never was rated, and that two 
others were left out by conſent of the pariſh. 

The fitting-member objected to thirty-one of the 
petitioner's voters. 

It was admitted for the petitioner, that 15 of thoſe 


| were certificate men, two others were proved to 


be ſo, and two others admitted bad votes. 
Buckland and Dawes faid, 12 others were in- 
mates (who: voted for the petitioner) but Dawes 
owned afterwards that four of them were houſe- 
banden, and had diſtin tenements, though in the 
ſame yard. 
” Francis Ms aid; that John Heath gare him 
two guineas to vote for the petitioner, 3 
gare a note to repay 403. of the money. xd. 
The prajalitiers quatification'wiab djefQud a0. * 
The particular given in amounts to 789 l. 198. 
yearly, and conſiſts of the capital meſſuage and de- 
e eee e <5 af 


1 566 8 o 
Which e ke owned wo be dhe an 
of 6,500 
Tie edt of the ene canta certain el, 
alſo fee-ſimple in Swynfen, called — — 
cloſes, - let at 91. per mm. The prebend of 


Wedford being Een e for tae Eeea abs 
ſolute, one whereof is the petitioner's own life, en- 
ſiſting of tythes and dues particularly fpecified, 
Amounting to L 253 15 © 
Total = 789 19 © 
To which laſt mentioned eythes and claks the 
petitioner derives his title by conveyance from his 
ſiſters, executed in the beginning of March last, in 
conſideration of 1, 700 l. paid. 

It was objected, that payment of the conſideration 
money was not proved, nor did the particulars 
in ſpecify the names of the cu . Fr. 
ment. 

But the perſons. who war wines w he wm. 
ceipt given for the money were named, — They al- 
ſo objected the charge upon the eſtate in hand, and 
that the eſtate was much over-valued at 4ool. per 

: and called 

Thomas Woodſhaw, who 32 years fince, rented 
one of the farms at 267. a year; and that old Mr. 
Swynfen in his time never valucd the eſtat in hand 
at more than 300 J. per . 

That it has been improved very much fince that 
time, and the witneſs faid, he knew of 20 or 30 
acres of marſh land, which is now worth 205. per 
acre by the improvement, and was before worth 
very little. 

He faid there were other improvements which he 
could not ſpeak to: that the whole was about 500 
acres in hand, and was tythe free ; and what was noc 
improved, he valued at 10s. cach acre; but could 
not ſay what number of acres were improved, and 
what were not. 


That the rental in was 2 qualfxcation, 
S eee 

The petitioner called, 

ell — hu — mph) 
well acquain in the petitioner's 
ſeſſion, r 
ments made upon it; that it is 700 acres, E near 
Litchfield, and, according to the rate in chat 
country, is worth 17 or 18 . per acre; fome parts 
of it 30 ſome 50s. per acre: that any farmer 
would give 6001. a year for it ; and he was poſitive it 
might be let for 5501. yearly. 

Mr, Wyatt ſaid, he was well acquamed with the 
eſtate in poſſeſſion of the petitioner : that ir is muck 
improved within theſe 20 years, and is worth 
580 l. a year or more. 

He nameqd one particular farm which was former- 
ly let at 267. a year; and had been & i 
that 757. a year had been offered for it and refuſed; 
becauſe 78 J. was inſiſted on. 

William Green faid, cholends in the priciencs's 
are worth more than 55ol. a year. 

He ſpoke alſo to ſeveral particulars of the lands, 
and proved they were let art the rens ſpecified in 
the rental, amounting to 166. 4s. per ann. 

That upon the whole the comme refabved, 

2. That the honourable Frances Willoughby, 
eſquire, is duly elected a burgefs to ferve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough. 

3. That Samuel Bracebridge, eue, is not duly 
TT Ee gunna 

4. That Richard Swynſen, eſquie, is duly clefied 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parkamens for this 


borough. 

The faid- four reſolutions being twicrread, were 
S and the return oedered to 
be amended. | | 

TAYI- 


* 


TAVISTOCK. 


A HIS borough is Gituate within the county of 
Devon. Dr. Willis writes, it returned bur- 
geſſes to parliament, in the 23d and 33d of Ed- 
ward I. and 19th of Edward IL with which laſt Mr. 
begins, and then ceaſed until the 4th of 
Edward III: fince which time it hath conſtantly te- 
turned. In the 27th Henry VI. they were choſen 
in the county-courrt : after which I meet. with no 
memoirs relating to their election, until ſince the 
reſtoration ; when in the journals of the houſe of 
commons I meet with theſe following | 
April 27, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, upon the 
double return for this borough, that William Ruſ- 
fell and George Howard, eſquires, are returned by 
the portreve, under the common ſeal ; and W. Ruſ- 
fell and Elias Crymes, eſquires, by the burgeſſes, 
in the name of themſelves and of the portreve, but 
without the hand and ſeal of the portreve : and the 
opinion of the commitree, that George Howard, 
elquire, ought to fit in this houſe, until the merits 
of the cauſe, touching the ſaid double return, be 
determined : Whereto the houſe 
May 23d. Mr. Turner reported from the 
fame committee, in the caſe of the ſaid double re- 
turn, that upon examination of the fact, the queſ- 
tion appeared to be, whether the freeholders alone, 
or the freeholders and inhabitants of this borough, 
had right to elect members to ſerve in parliament : 
and that the committee were of opinion, that the 
freeholders and inhabitants at large have right to 
elect; and that George Howard, eſquire, who is 
returned by one indenture, having a greater num- 
ber of yoices than Elias Crymes, who is returned by 


. May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported from 
the ſaid committee, touching the return for this bo- 
rough, that George Howard, eſquire, and Sir John 
"ic. orig Davy, are returned by the * mayor and burgeſſes, 
ks by one indenture; and William Ruſſel, eſquire, by 
eficer of the portreve alone, in another indenture, and that 
* the borough is not therein mentioned: and the opi- 
the port - nion of the committee, that Mr. Howard and Sir 
me. John Davy ſhould ſit: and that the return of the 
aid Mr. Ruſſell is void: whereto the houſe agreed. 
Dec. 17th. Serjeant Charleton reported from the 
fame committee, touching the election for this bo- 
rough, wherein Mr. William Ruſſell was petitioner 
againſt Sir John Davy, that the queſtion was, 
whether the frecholders generally, or the frecholders 
of inheritance only, had voices: and the opinion 
of the committee, that the freeholders of inheri- 
tance only had voices; and that Mr. William 
| Ruſſell had the majority of voices of ſuch as were 
freeholders of inheritance, and that he was duly 


m_ 30, pp Sas of petition of Edward Ruſelt; 
eſquire, nn for this borou gh, was 
read. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the commintee of 


report the fame, with their opinion. 
March 24, 1689. A petition of Ambroſe Mana- 
wa, e as was read; ſhewing, that on the 18th 


-In March, was the day for e / ecti ng 
burgefſcs for 
duly clected to r 
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rough ; and an indenture was made arid ſealed by 
the electors, and tendered to David Serjeant, ſenior, 
portreve (and proper officer there) to make the 
return, which he refuſed to do; but returned Sir 
Francis Drake, baronet, in prejudice of the peti- 
tioner : and praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 6th, 1690. The ſame petition was again 
renewed. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 22, 1691. A petition of Ambroſe Mana- 
ton, eſquire, (in ſubſtance the ſame with the former) 
was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. th. Ordered the report to be made to- 
morrow morning. 

8th. Mr. Serjeant Trenchard reported, from the 
ſaid committee, the matter upon the ſaid petition. 

The right of election appeared to be in the free- 
holders of inheritance, inhabiting within the ſaid 
borough. 

Row, who produced a poll; which he ſaid he took 
by the conſent of the portrevez whereby it appears, 
there were For Sir Francis Drake, 39. 

For the petitioner, 36. 

That Sir Francis called two others to vote, but 
Row did not fet them down, the one being an in- 
fant, and the other no inhabitant. 

The petitioner alledged, he could diſqualify 19 
of Sir Francis Drake's votes : and called 

Whitchurch, who ſaid, that Thomas Harvey, ſen. 
Robert, John, and Stephen Harvey, had no eſtate 
in their own right, but had eſtates granted to them 
to qualify them to vote at former elections, by one 
Williams: that Travell and Hodgekinſon had eſ- 
tates granted to them in King James's time ; but 
never voted till now: that the 2 Edmonds produced 
their deeds at Mr. Ruſſell and Mr. Butler's election, 
and it was but for years: that White was an infant: Sic orig. 
that David Grindey was only tenant by courteſy : 
that Shillabere, Shear, and Bennet, were only 
truſtees : that Perrington had no title: that Hock- 
aday had mortgaged in fee : that Froſt had lived 
only under his father, who voted: that John 
Froſt and Pearce had no eſtates: that Richard 
Doidges' father, 22 had made an eſ- 
tate for three lives. 

For Sir Francis Drake was called Seagre; w 
ſaid, he was the only perſon employed by the = 
reve to take the poll; and the numbers were, 

For Sir Francis Drake, 39. 
For Mr. Manaton, 34. 

Cunningham and Stephen Harvey ſaid, Thomas 
„ ſenior, was always reputed a frecholder, 
and produced a feoffment, dated goth October, 36 
Car. II. that Thomas Harvey, junior, had an 
eſtate in fee ſimple, and produced a feoffment from 
Dowberry Williams, > 11th Novemb:r 36 
Car. II. and another feoffment from Thomas Har- 
vey to John Harvey, dated 1ſt Auguſt, 4 Jac. II. 
that Stephen Harvey had voted in former electic ns: 
and Harvey ſaid, he had ſcen the deed. 

Lear ſaid, Farwell was a frecholder of inheritance, 
and produced a leaſe and releaſe from Richard 
Cuddlip and Richard Abbot to him, and one Eve- 


borough, when the petitioner & as rard : releaſe dated 2d February, 34 Car. II. 


3 Stephen 


———_w - K ˙ 2 2 — 2, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


186 


Stephen Harvey ſaid, Robert and Humphry 
were reputed freeholders, and produced 
a leaſe and releaſe ro Robert Hodgeſon from Daw- 
benny Williams: releaſe dated 20 February, 34 Car. 
II. and produced a conveyance, by way of leaſe 
and releaſe, from Moſes Guſcott to Walter Edmonds, 
ſenior; releaſe dated 2 May 1677 : and faid, he 
had ſeen Walter Edmonds, junior, his deed. 

The infant and tenant by courteſy, were. waved 
by Sir Francis Drake. 

Cunningham faid, that Shellebear, Bennet, and 
Shears, were freeholders in poſſeſſion, and. produced 
deeds : that he knew Pennington had an eſtate 
from his father, and produced: a conveyance made 
upon marriage, dated 8 June, 1658: that though 
Hockaday had mortgaged to Davy, Dayy had not 
entered. 


Stephen Harvey faid, John Trout and George 
Perrie have been admitted tenants in court, and no 
exception to them at the election. 

Cunningham ſaid, Doidge was tenant in court. 

Then Sir Francis Drake excepted to the peti- 
tioner's voters: and called 

Cunningham; who ſaid, Corbin claimed. only 
under a will, whereby lands were given to his wiſe ; 
—— a copy of the will. 

tion was made to Charles Sweet ; but an- 
Fi wife had lands of. inheritance, and ſhe 


was living : to Thomas Doidge, that he had only 


an annuity for life of 5 1. but it was ſaid, he al- 


ways voted, and had 101. per amm that Thomas 


Wyat had only an eſtate for years : that Voſper, 
Clark, and Wilcox, lived out of town; but anſwered, 


Voſper and Wilcox lived in town ; Clark admitted to 


vote: that Doidge was a minor; and Maddifot 
voted by proxy 

"Bans mn Sheevey fold, Edward Farwell, Sam. 
Gill, Williams, Clark, and Sowton, were made 


frecholders but a little before the election, and after 


the teſte of the writ: and Willisford offered Bur- 
gels and to make him a frecholder, if he would vote 
for the petitioner; in anſwer, a releaſe from Willis- 


ford to Farwell was produced, dated 7: Jan. 1689, i 


n dated 2 October 


| 1689. 


Doidge ſaid, he faw Gill's deed: dated before the 
laſt parliament was ditlolved:: whereupon the com- 
mittee reſolved, 

That Sir Francis Drake is duly. elected a {eg 
to ſerve in this preſent. parliament for this 
— which, being read a ſecond time, was 
agreed "unto by the houſe. 1 

Nov. 29, 1695. A petition of : Ambroſe Mana- 

ron, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that on the. 19th 


of Octocter laſt, the petitionex was elected a burgeſa, 


to ſerve in this preſent parliament fot this borough, 
by the major part of the-burgeſſes who had a 
right to elect there; and who ſigned and ſealed an 
indenture, and tendered it to the portreve, the pro- 
per officer there; but he. refuſed to receive the 
ſame, or to return the petitioner, and hath returned 
the Lord: James. Ruſſall, as a burgeſs, = 
for the ſaid borough : and praying & x. 

— — — 
privileges and elections, to m ee, and 
mn fhing, with their opinion. 

March 13. Colonel. Granville reported from the 
faid committee, the matter of the wg ext ame ach 
viz. 

———— Hfrduiin 


. matter of the ſaid Fin Ts 
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That, to proye the right of election — For Mr. 
Manaton was called Bourne; who faid, he had 
known this. borough ever fince 1660, and had been 
at ſeven. or eight cletions ; and that the right of 
electing was always in the. frecholders of i 

in poſſeſſion, i within the faid 


Cords pol}; which, be ſaid, be took by 


order of the pottreve; by which the petitioner had 
70,—the Lord: James Ruſſell 29 votes. 

Againſt this matter of fact, the Lord James Ruf. 
ſell did not think fix to make any defence : Where- 
upon the committee reſolved, 

I. That the right of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve 
n is in the frecholders 

inheritance in the 
— Poſſeſſion, inhabiting within 

2. That the ſaid: James Ruſſell is not duly elected 
f ORD BROTIOE = 


= G is duly 


elected a b ſerve in this 
yt 7 preſent parliament 


Wenn 
agreed unto by the houſe, and the return ordered 


to be amended. 


Nov. 25, 1696. A petition of * Ambroſe Mana- 


ton, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that on the roth ; 00 


of November. laſt, the petitioner was duly choſen 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough ; and. an indenture was made and ſealed by 
the legal eleftors, and tendered to Richard Doidge, 
the portreve there, who has refuſed to receive it, or 
return the petitioner.; and hath. returned Sir Francis 
2 (the petitioner's pregudice.: and praying 


Ordered, that it be. referred to the commitree of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the. ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 29. Ordered, chat. Francis Cunningham 


Jan. 15. 2 opment as-Tws 
dap. morning next. | 

- 19th. Ordered, that it be reported on this 
ſeven-night.- ” 


26th. Ordered, that it be reported. on. Friday 


next. 


| 29th, Ordered, that ir be ene on Thurltay 


[eas 4 Colonel Whartoy reported from the ſaid 

That for the. petitioner, to prove the right of 
election, was read: a reſalution of the houſe on the 
4 fe 9 oapradr his preſent Majeſty, 
on the petition. Ambroſe Manaton, againſt 
Lord James. Ruſſel]. 
That. che right of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve 
2 — — 
** holders the ſaid 
t borough?! 

And; they-inſifted, this. being the laſt reſolution, 


the right, according to act of parliament, could not 
nom be controverted. 


But it was anſwered, that the act did not bind 
the parliament, but only: appointed a. rule for the 
officer to make a return by for that, probably, there 
might at ſome time be a feint- defence; or they, 
DOE _—_ be ION ng . 
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or heard ; therefore unreaſonable to conſtrue the act 
to bind the parliament, but that they might deter- 
And they infiſted, the right to be in the free- 
holders of inheritance in poſſeſſion, inhabiting with- 
in the faid borough, preſented at the court: and alfo 
obſcrved, that in the caſe between Lord James Ruſ- 
ſell and Mr. Ambroſe Manaton, there was no de- 
fence. | 
The poll was, For the petitioner 57. 
For Sir Francis Drake 31. 
But it was inſiſted on by Sir Francis Drake's 
counſel, that moſt of the petitioner's yotes were not 


To prove the right of election, for Sir Francis 
Drake, was called Richard Doidge, who had known 
the borough 40 years; and James Steer, who had 
known it above 30 years, and had been at ſeveral 
cleftions - and they faid, they looked upon it as a 
neceſfary qualification of a frecholder to be preſent- 
ed by the jury of the town to the law-court there: 
and that upon former conteſts between Sir John 
Davis and Lord Ruffll, Sir John Davis had a great 
majority on the poll; but the Lord Ruſſell petition- 
ed the houſe and carried it, upon the point, that he 

Cunningham and James Harvey faid to the ſame 
purpoſe. 


Harvey faid, 25 or 26 of thoſe who were preſent- 
<d were for Sir Francis Drake, and not above 8 or 
9 for the petitioner; and about 16 were made by 
one Whitchurch out of 3 tenements. 

Walter Shellaburne faid, Whitchurch purchaſed 
of one Garland for 201. and faid, it was Mr. Mana- 


by Whitchurch, there was a long leaſe, and only 
35. 4d. reſerved : and that 11 perſons who vot- 
ed for Mr. Manaton, viz. Craſs, Gill, Weſtcot, 


Keck, Spiller, Pike, Bar: Gill, Row, 


and told him, he ſhould have a deed th ſhew 

it ; but did not demand any money for it. 
Cunningham and Harvey ſaid, that Toller voted 
for a garden belonging to Cudlip's houſe, who 
Francis Drake : that the two Rows 
Ids in right of their wives : that 


forced to furrender it : that John Bourne was a 
poor man, and another received the profits: that 
Thomas Wood”s family was in the country at the 
time of the election: that Hutchings only claims a 
part of a garden: that Manſon and Serjeant have 
but one eſtate between them; and their father has 
the poſſeſſion of it : that Sweat, Hodge, and Har- 
vey were always refuſed, becauſe the eſtate was in 
their mather : Clark and Sowton were waved 
the petitioner : that the rwo Charters and Toot re- 
cave only a pepper-corn between them: Cunning- 


lam. Cundy and Ward, voted for the reverſion of a 


Par II. 


| 


houſe and garden, which they had jointly with one 
Bennet ; but had voted formerly : that Wyat had 
voted before ; but it was proved, his eſtate was only 
a long leaſe : that Farwell claims a quarter of a 
ſmall garden: that Minſon bought an eſtate, which 
is divided into 3 parts; one of which Sarjent has, 
the other his ſon : Penroſe had only a moiety of a 
ſmall garden. 

Spry ſaid, Doidge, who voted for Mr. Manaton, told 
him, he had made 30 ſham voices, and Hooper and 
Crew were two of them ; and 24 or 25 voted in this 
election: that Elias Harvey pretends to a moiety 
of an houſe, and is reported to be a ſham man : 
that Kelly told Sir Francis Drake, he had the inhe- 
ritance of the eſtate ſold to Hooper and Crew, and 
Mr. Manaton paid Whitchurch for it. | 

In reply, the petitioner endeavoured to make 
good the right they alledged to juſtify their own ; and 
except to ſeveral of Sir Francis Drake's voters : and 
called 

Francis Cunningham; Who faid, he had known 
the borough 20 years : William Doidge, who had 
known it as long : Robert Williams had known it 22 
years: Tucker had known it 30 years: and John 
Whitchurch, who ſaid, they did not think it neceſ- 
ſary to be alienated (fo they called being preſented 
by a jury, and admitted at the court) and little no- 
tice had been taken of it till of late, and ſome had 
been refuſed to be alienated, particularly Carter, 
becauſe he would not pay 48. 

Doidge denied he ſhewed Spry any ſuch liſt as he 

Williams ſaid, that Doidge, on the 16th of Sept. 
ſome time before his being portreve, ſaid, he ſhould 
be portreve ſhortly, and then Mr. Manaton might 
throw his cap; and that Cunningham ſent for him, 
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and aſked him to be for Sir Francis Drake, and 


ſaid, he ſhould get 101. by it. 

To juſtify their voters, they called Whitchurch ; 
who ſaid, he bought an eſtate of Garland, which 
coſt him 120 l. and another of 3 tenements, a tan- 
yard, and two herb gardens : that indeed there was 
a leaſe upon them; but the eſtates in poſſeſſion were 
worth 101. yearly : that he did not fell at the in- 
ſtance of Mr. Manaton, but divided the eſtate in 
ſale for better conveniency, and was paid for it; 
and the ſale was before the former parliament : that 
there had been admitted voices, who had not above 
6d. yearly. 

Doidge ſaid, Toller had voted before, ſince he 
fold his houſe : that Cunningham bought his eſtate 
of one, who voted before : that Cundy and Ward 
have voted for 12 or 14 years. 

To prove Row's' and William Doidge's eſtate, 
they produced a deed, dated the 3d of October, 7 
Gul. whereby Row and his wife covenanted to levy 
a fine to Row and his heirs, of a moiety of the tene- 
ment. 

They alſo produced a deed to the ſame purpoſe, 
for Beville Row, and a fine levied laſt Michael- 
mas Term: — alſo a 6th part of a meſſuage to 
Penroſe, dated the 4th of July, 7 Gul. — alſo a 
leaſe and releaſe to Sowton, of a garden, dated 4 
and 5 October 1695. 

Kelly faid, he married an heireſs. 

They alſo produced a leaſe and releaſe to Andrew 
Doidge, dated 23 and 24 Oct. 6 Gul. & Mar. of a 

; and the like to Hooper, dated 2 and 3 


by April. 7 Gul. of two houſes and two gardens, to 


John Cruſe and John Hooper, and Daniel Callamy : 
—alſo a leaſe and releaſe of a moiety of a garden 
to Robert Williams, dated the 2d of October 1689. 


FE A aa Doidge 
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Doidge faid, as to Henry Farwell, he heard his 
father ſay he had the land. 

Craſs ſaid, Wood came t9 inhabir in the bervugh 
about a fortnight after St. James” tide. Harvey, 
Moon, Farwell, Gill, and Weftcot, were admitted 
to be made by Whitchurch, and part of the x1. 

They produced a releaſe of a garden to Henry 
Minſon, dated 11 Feb. 7 Gul. 

As to Sweets, 3 
of his wife. 

Tucker ſaid, Hodge's » garden was always — 
to be within the borough ; and produced a deed, 
dated 6 July, 7 Car. IL to prove it. 

| Southall, Cake, and Row, were admitted to be 
of the 11 made by Whitchurch. 

Doidge was admitted to have no freehold, but in 
right of his wife. 

Spiller, and Row, were admitted to be made 
by Whitchurch. 

Gill was not inſiſted on. 

They alſo produced a releaſe of half a garden, 
made to Pyke 4 Will, but Pyke's name was razed 

the deed. 

Then the petitioner excepted to ſome of Sir 
Francis Drake's voters. : 

John Bannick was waved. 

Doidge faid, Wyat told him a year ago, he had 
ſold his eſtate for a leaſe for three lives to one Leer: 
and Samuel White told him, the right was in his next. 
mother, and he paid her 4L yearly. 

Craſs ſaid to the ſame purpoſe.——Doidge faid, 
C 
his eſtate for 7 l. 

Francis Cunningham faid, Tapſon told bim a 
fortnight before the election, he had bought Har- 
vey's eſtate, but ſhould have his money again after 
the election. 

Robert Williams ſaid, Trout faid he had his land 
only to ſerve a turn; but Trout has been : 
that Robert Hudſon told him, he had no land. 

Francis Cunningham faid, the portreve told him 
laſt year, he got 1001. worth of timber by ſigning 
Lord James Ruſſell's indenture. 

In reply, for Sir Francis Drake, was called 

James Harvey ; who ſaid, Carter was refuſed to 
be admitted, becauſe he made out no title. 

Leer ſaid, that Wyat fold him no eſtate, and the 
timber was given to the former portreve for build- 
ing a barn (being tenant to the Duke of Bedford) 
and w. leſs than was uſed. 

The portreve faid the ſame, and that he had no 
reſpe& in that matter to the return of Lord James 
Ruflell. 

The committee reſolved, 

2. That the right of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, is in the freeholders 
of inheritance in poſſeſſion, inhabiting within the 
borough, who have been, or ſhall be, preſented as 
ſuch by the jury of enquiry of the borough. 

* Thar Sir Francis Drake, baronet, is duly elect - 

a burgels, 28 8 in this preſent parliament 

Feb. 18, 1700. A petition of James Bultrel, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly choſen a burge!s, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, by a majority of legal elec- 
tors, who made and tendered to William Spry, the 
portreve, an indenture for returning the petitioner : 
but he abſolutely refuſed fo to do; and hach re- 


rurned Edward Lord Ruſſel, on whoſe behalf, 


N CT in prejudice 

of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
and elections, to examine the matter, and 

report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of James Bulteel, (to 
the ſame effect and ſubſtance with the former) was 
read, | 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

Oct. 24, 2702. A petition of Henry Manaton, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent partia- 
ment for this borough, and tendered an indenture, 
ſealed by the legal electors to the portreve, who re- 
fuſed it; and hath returned the Lord James Ruſſell, 
in wrong to the petitioner : that the portreve, ſtew- 
ard, and jury, of the ſaid borough, uſed divers in- 
direct practices, and refuſed legal voters for the pe- 
titioner, deterring, others, and influencing divers to 
vote for the Lord James Ruſſell, contrary to the 
. - page honey eee, and pray- 
ing &c. | 

— hit ie 'de refirvi-avahe commbinie of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

* 777677777 


7th. Ordered, that it be reported. on Tot 
next. 

12th. Ordered, that it be reported on Thurſday 
lach. Ordered, that it be reported on Tueſday 

19th. Mr. Bromley, according to order, report- 
ed the matter of the ſaid election, as it appeared co 
the committee. 

That upon the poll, the numbers were, 

For the Lord James Ruſſell 39. 
For the petitioner ego? 

The counſel for the petitioner . alledged, they 
ſhould diſqualify 13 from Lord James Ruſſell's poll, 
and add 19 to the petitioner's, DF Is hooks 
have a majority of 18. 

That the right of election was in the frecholders 
of inheritance in poſſeſſion, and inhabiting within 

That the counſel on the other ſide ſaid, this was 
not ſufficient ; for that it was alſo requiſite that they 
ſhould be preſented by a jury of enquiry at the 
court within the borough. Several witneſſes were 
called on both ſides. 7 

For the petitioner — Samuel Carter, who had 
known this borough 60 years, and had been at all 
elections fince 1660 ; who ſaid, that the preſentment 
by the jury, was not a queſtion till the laſt contro- 
verted election, about 6 or 7 years ago: that he 
voted before he was preſented; and when he was 
upon the jury of enquiry, they made no ſuch pre- 
ſentment. 


Cowper ſaid, he had been at the elections for 15 
years; and in 1688, there was a great conteſt, and 
a ſcrutiny: and all the votes were ſtrictly examined, 
and copiea of wills and deeds were produced; and 
no exception made to any perſon that had not been 
preſented; nor was it an exception, till the laſt re- 
ſolution of the houſe of commons. He ſaid, the 
jury had been partial to the Duke of Bedford's in- 
tereſt : and gave inſtances of it. | 
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of inheritance in 
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Matacoll faid, he had known this borough 14 or 
15 years, and the right of election was in the free- 
rough ; but it was never reckoned neceffary to have 
them preſented, till the laſt reſolution of the houſe * 
and at the laſt court he carried in to the jury the 
names of 12 or 13 frecholders, who were ready 
cither at the door, or in the court, with their 
deeds, to prove their frecholds, but the jury refuſed 
to preſent them : and Cunningham and Spry faid, 
« Why ſhould they alienate thoſe fellows ? they did 
not think them fit for their turn; but he own- 
ed, ſeveral were preſented the laſt court, who vored 
for Mr. Manaton. | 

Rowell ſaid, that after he came home from bear- 
ing Mr. Manaton's election 6 years ago, Cunming- 
ham aſked him, What will become of your alic- 
<< nations ?“ and the ſteward faid, be would alic- 
nate none but who were for them.” That 3 of 
the jury at that time would alicnate none that were 
for Mr. Manaton ; and theſe 3, he thinks, have been 
conſtantly of the jury ever fince. He owned, the 
jury were 24 of the moſt ſufficient men in the 
town. | 

That they read feveral reſolutions of the houſe 
in favour of their right; viz. 7 Dec. 13 Car. II. 8 
Dec, 3 Gul. & Mar. 13 March, $ Gal. 

In anfwer to which, was called Mr. Cunningham ; 
who ſaid, he had known the borough 50 years, and 
his father and himſelf had been portreves ; and the 


ſplit to make 6 votes. He fays, as to the 12 or 
13 mentioned by Matacoll, there 

given of their names; but they never preſented 
themſelves to the jury, nor produced their deeds. 
He ſaid, he remembered none refuſed to vote for- 
merly, for not being preſented ; but they did not 
reckon their eſtates very good, till they were pre- 
ſented. * 

Shelliborn, who had known this borough 20 
years, ſpoke to the ſame purpoſe. 

Spry ſaid, he had known the borough 32 years, 
and that he and one Serjeant were 
years fince :- but he had heard old men fay, that 
thoſe, who claimed lands by deſcent or purchaſe, 
ought to be preſented ; and he thinks, the jury 
preſent all perſons impartially. 

That then the reſolution of 4th Feb. 8 Will. was 
read. 

Upon which the committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of electing burgeſſes, to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, 


ſuch, by the jury of enquiry of the borough. 
That the petitioner's counſel then gave evidence 


votes: and called ſeveral witneſſes ; who faid, Ja- 
cob Hockaday and nine others had no votes; one 
of them being vn compos, and the others no free- 
holders of inheritance ; and that Kelly and Wey- 


mouth, two of the , had money given them for their 
I 
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votes by the Duke of Bedford's bailiffs, viz. one 
5L and the other 61. be 

They would then have in regard to 
fome, who had freehold eſtates, and had not been 
preſented by the jury of enquiry, though they 
tendered themſelves ; but this was oppoſed, becauſe 
of the refolution of the committee; and not being 
allowed, they offered no further. | 

The counſel in reply, only called a witneſs, who 
gave Maracoll an ill character. And the commit- 
tee reſolved, 

2. That the Lord James Ruſſell is duly elected 
2 burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 

The firft reſolution was read a ſecond time: and 
an amendment propoſed, to leave out the words 
** who have been, or ſhall be, preſented as ſuch, by 
the jury of enquiry of the borough;” which was 
agreed to. 

And the houſe reſolved, 

That the right of elefting burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is in the freeholders 
of inheritance in poſſeſſion, inhabiting within the 


The ſecond reſolution being read a ſecond time, 

Reſolved, that it be re- committed to the ſaid com- 
mittee, as to the matter of the poll. 

Nov. 10, 1703. A petition of Henry Manaton, 
eſquire, (in ſubſtance the ſame with the former) was 
read. : 


And the reſolution of the houſe, touching the ſaid 

cleftion, was read. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections: and that it be an inſtruc- 
tion to the ſaid committee, that they proceed only 
as to the matter of the poll, according to the reſo- 
lution of the houſe in the laſt ſeſſions. 

Dec. 20, Ordered, that the report be made to- 
MIOrrOW. 

21ſt. Mr. Bromley reported (according to order) 
the matter upon the ſaid petition, as follows. 

That in obedience to the order of the houſe of 
the 10th of Nov. laft, the committee only proceed- 
ed on the matter of the poll, according to the reſo- 
lution of the laſt ſeſſions. 

And Mr. Pyke delivered in the poll ; which, he 
faid, he took at the election, by the direction of the 

: and the numbers were, 
For the Lord James Ruſſell 39. 
For the petitioner _ 44. 

And Mr. Pyke and Mr. Beaufort ſaid, that 
the ſeveral perſons, who voted for the petitioner, 
were frecholders of inheritance in poſſeſſion, inha- 
biting within the borough at the time of the elec- 
tion. 

That no defence being made, nor any appearing 
for Lord James Ruſſell, the committee reſolved, 

1. That the Lord James Ruſſell is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 

2. That Henry Manaton, eſquire, is duly elected 
2 burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 

The faid two refolutions being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe : and the return ordered 
to be amended. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of James Bulteell, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
of members, to ferve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough, Sir John Cope, Henry Manaton, and 


the petitioner, were candidates : that the pg 
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. read; 


* 


The Borough of — 


had a majority of Mr. Manaton of the frecholders 
of inheritance in poſſeſſion, inhabiting within the 
borough, who only have 2 right to cleft ; yer Mr. 
Harvey the then hath returned Mr. 
Mr. Manaton, and others, did uſe illegal practices 
in obtaining and ſeveral votes at the faid 
election, and in procuring the faid return: and 
praying &c. 
— —— the commines of j 
privileges and cleftions, to examine the matter, and 
report the fame, with their opinion. 
r M_OY. 2s 
the petitioner has 2 petition 
— ae . 
electiom and return of Henry Manaton, eſquire, for 
this borough : that fince the lodging the faid peri- 
tion, one John Edgrcombe (who was 2n agent at 
the fGaid election for Mr. Manaton) and others, 
have tampered with feveral of the petitioner's ma- 
terial witnefles, endeavouring to ſeduce them from 
ing before the commirree of privileges and 
EEE eo ln cry agen $ ten poor 
bar of this houſe ; and that juſtice may be done up- 
on the offenders. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 

I and elections; with an inſtruction to hear 
this matter, and alſo the matter of the cleftion, 
on the 18th day of January next. 

Jan. 18ch. Ordered, that the e ihe faid 
peutions be heard before the ſaid committee onTucl- 
day next. 

23d. Ordered, that it be heard on Thurſday next. 

31ſt. Ordered, that the report be made on Sa- 
curday next. | 54, op $99, 

Feb. 3d. Mr. Freeman reported the matter upon 
boch the ſaid petitions, as it appeared wo the com- 
mittee ; VIZ. 


That the right of clean was agreed to be in the ago, 


F 


fi 


offered 


1 
: 


treated ; and Mr. Manaton offered him the beſt of 
three mills: that theſe offers and treats were to vote 
for Sir John Cope and Mr. Manaton : and Kelly 


b 


2 life added to his leaſe to vote for Mr. Manaton.— 


Row owned, — 1 the ber, and 
would have voted for him, but was threatened by 
Mr. and Cake if he did. 

Robert Williams faid, he voted for Mr. Mana- 
ton to get @ debt of $L from Mr. Manaton; 
which he faid he would” never Pay, if he did not ſo 
vote. 

As to - — Edvard and Samuel Cary, 
and Williams, fad, that Harvey, the portreve's 
brother, offered Edward: Cary twenty guineas 
not to go to London to be a witneſs againſt. Mr. 
Manaton ; and e threatened to ruin him, 
and ſhoot him, if he did: and Cake offered him 40 s. 
more than he had agreed to give for an horſe, if 
P 

if he did. 
_  Tooker, faid, threatened to ſend 
him to goal, — — be a wit- 
neſs for Mr. Bulteel, and offered him the town 
mills ar the rent his brother had them for, if he 
would not go: 

"To invnlglas, this evidence; were called 7 offs 

Willisford and Creeſe, whio ſaid, the Carys and 
Tooker were perſons of no credit; and that Beaufort, 
Matacot, and Williams, faid, three or four years 

they could at any time carry. an election. 
| 0b fad, Tooker faid, a year ago, he hoped 
to ſee another election, and then he would make 
Mr. Manaton amends. | 

The counſel for Sir John Cope and Mr. Mana- 
ton excepted to 11 of the petitioner's votes: and 

Willisford, who faid, the freehold called theWhad- 
don, for which one of theſe polled, was without the 
borough, and produced a ſurvey made in 1692. But 
it appeared by a conveyance made in 1699 by Wil- 
lisford, the witneſs, that the Whaddon is in the 
borough. ' And then faid, they had no other wit- 


the committee reſolved, = 
1. That Henry Manaton, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 


3. That James Bulted, eue, is duly defied 
2 burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this: 
3- Thar the petitioner hath fully made good the 


ed with: the witneſſes of James Bulteel, eſquire, is 
guilty of an high crime and miſdemeanor. 

That the faid John Edgecombe, be for the ſame, 
taken into the. cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms at- 
e e e 


1134- 


Exlib. 
Domeſday 
Brady 12. 
Cart. 13 


(Rex. parliament, from the 26th of Edward I. 


The (Borough of TauNTON. 


| Thar John Harvey 1 chis borough, 8 


That che ſaid John Harvey be, for his faid offener, 
ue fit the cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms at- 
tending this houſe. And ordered the return to be 


< March 30, 1715. A pation of Henry Miataton, 

was read; ſhewing, that at the election 
s borough Sir John Cope, junior, knight, 
the watt 


bogs ping one rt, pr rn 
ough objected to by the petitioners; and that 


N rr 


to the petitioner's prejudice; notwithſtanding he 

was duly elected: and praying &c. 
Ordeted, that it be referred to the committee of 
and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 


TAUNTON. 


HIS borough is ſituate within the county of 
Somerſet; and hath returned members to 
It was 
an ancient borough by preſcription ; and had 64 bur- 
geſſes at the time of the general ſurvey.— It was 
* incorporated 29 Car. II. and put under the govern- 


Sept. 29 ment of 'a mayor, who, from that time, hath re- 
cu. I. turned the burgeſſes to parliament. © 


In the ad of Henry V. theſe 


were cho- 
ſen by deputation of 


from the borough at the 


county- court (See the indenture for the county in 
the Appendix) the memoirs of elections in ſubſe- 
quent times I do not meet with, until after the re- 
formation; the following whereof I find in the jour- 


nals of the houſe of commons. 
April 19, 1628. Sir W. Earl reporteth, from the 


committee for examining complaints againſt deputy- 
lieutenants, a complaint made from this borough 
. againſt Sir John Stoell and Mr. William Waldron 
2100 ſoldiers ſent to be billetted at this town— 
dilletted them with good content for two months 


together; Sir John Stoell conceiving diſpleaſure 
againſt the town for their election of the burgeſſes 
for the parliament 
removed by their warrant 12 of them to be billet- 
ed in che beſt men's houſes in the town, whereof the 
mayor and Mr. Brown the recorder 2, they being 


thus backed entered violently into men's houſes, and 


threatened to burn the town; Mr. Brown's wife ſo 


' terrified inforced to leave the town. 


I. The ground of this diſpleaſure its ale 


tion made of the 


2. The wrong done to Mr. Brown a member of 


The committee thought fit the two deputy-licu- | 
tenants to be ſent for by the ſerjeant. 


Upon queſtion, Sir John Stoell and Mr. Wal- 
dron to be ſent for to anfwer the miſdemeanors 


objected againſt them. 


May 7th. A petition from Sir John Stoell and 


rg read 3 en the ee where 


got to him Mr. Waldron, and ſuit of the king upon an information for certain miſ- 


15th.” Sir W. Earl reporteth from the ſame com- 
mittee, concerning Sir John Stoell and Mr. Wal- 
dron—— The complaint appeareth in the report 
before, upon which they were ſent for. 

Two witneſſes only produced before the com- 
mittee, and thoſe two of the complainants Powell 
and Trobridge ; theſe teſtified the billetting ſol- 
diers well fatisfied, till changed by Sir John Stoell 
and Mr. Waldron ; that Sir- John Stoell had ſol- 
licited moſt of the town for two voices, and a man 
of his moved them to that purpoſe; and that his 
man took offence at it, at the very inſtant, and af- 
ter gave foul language to the town about it. 
The warrant produced for that particular billetting, 
That more ſubſtantial men of the town of Sir 
John Stoell's acquaintance ſpared, where theſe 
charged; Trobridge affirmed, that a ſoldier abuſed 
him, he ſent to Sir John Stoell for relief, and had 
no help but a reproof. 

In anſwer hereof, Sir John Stoell proved by Sir 
R. Greenvyll, the colonel, and the lieutenant, that 
they were not accommodated well; that he made 
not this change upon any ſpleen, he proved by two 
letters from the lords requiring their better accom- 
modation, the one dated before, the other after the 
election: that his coming to town was by the may- 
or's own entreaty to take rhe envy off from the may- 
or in placing of the ſoldiers. 

That for Mr. Browne he knew him not then to 


be a member of the houſe. As ſoon as he knew 


it, he gave orders he ſhould by no means be placed 
there with Mr. Brown, who was not in town a 
week before, nor ever was at the houſe. | 

The committee of opinion Sir John Stoell had 
done nothing againſt the privileges of the houſe. 

Upon queſtion Sir John Stoell and Mr. Wal- 
dron to be diſcharged from any farther attendance 
till the farther pleaſure of the houſe, 

OR. 25, 1680. A petition of Edmund Prideaux, 
eſquire, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 
30. A petition of the inhabitants of this borough, 
touching the election for this town was read. 
Ordered, that it be heard at the bar on Friday 


next come three weeks. 


Nov. 13th. The houſe being l that Mr. 
Thomas Dare (who is a witneſs in the matter, 
touching the election of this town, which is by the 
order of the houſe to be heard at the bar next Fri- 
day ſeven · night) is a priſoner in execution at the 


demeanors. | 
Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Thomas Dare be 
brought in cuſtody of the ſheriff of the county of 


- Somerſet, to give his evidence at the bar of this 


houſe, touching the ſaid election. 

26th. Ordered, that the cauſe concerning the 
ſaid election be heard at the bar to-morrow. 

A petition of Thomas Dare, of Taunton, a pri- 
ſoner, in execution for a fine of 5001. ſer upon him 
at the King's ſuit,' was read. 

Ordered, that an humble application be made to 
his Majeſty from the houſe, by ſuch members there- 
of gs are of his Majeſty's privy-council, to deſire 
his Majefty to pardon and remit the ſaid fine. 

27th. Ordered the ſaid cauſe to be heard on Wed- 
neſday next. 

Debember 1ſt. Ordered to be heard on Saturday 


morning next. 


Bbb Order:d, 
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4th. Ordered to be heard on Tueſday next. 

sth. The houſe being informed, that Sir John 
Cutler, who is returned as one of the burgeſſes to 
ſerve in this parliament for this borough, is ſatis- 
fied, that he is not duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve 
for this borough, and that his counſel were attend- 
ing to acknowledge the ſame. 

The counſel for the ſaid Sir John Cutler, and 
likewiſe for Edmund Prideaux, eſquire, and alſo 
for the ſaid borough, being called in — 

And the counſel for the ſaid Sir John Cutler ad- 
mitting, that Edmund Prideaux, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve for this 

Reſolved, that Sir John Cutler is not duly dlect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

Reſolved, that Edmund enden is duly elect· 
ed a bur to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough: and erde the return to be 
amended. 

Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of John Trenchard 
and Edward Clarke, eſquires, was read; complain- 
ing of great riots and abuſes, committed at the elec- 
tion for burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent convention 
for this borough; and of an undue return made 
thereupon, in injury of the petitioners. . 

Ordered, that the matter of this petition be heard 
at the bar of this houſe, on the th day of February 
next. 

Feb. 5th. The ke for hearing the matter, 

the election for this borough, was read; 
And the counſel for the parties called in: and aſ- 
ter ſome proceeding in the ſaid hearing; 

Ordered, that the ſaid mater be farther heapd on 
Thurſday next. 


7th. Reſolved, that the farther hearing of the tr 


ſaid matter be farther proceeded on. | 
And the counſel being called in; the cauſe was 


in accordingly ; and after the 


matter was fully heard it was 

Reſolved, that Sir William Portman, and = 
Sanford, eſquire, the ſirting· members, are duly 
elected burgeſſes, in this preſent convention, for this 


Dec. 6, 1695. A petition of Henry Portman, | 
eſquire, was read; thewing, that the petitioner. was 


duly elected, by the majority of voices, to ſerve in 
the preſent... parliament for this borough ; yet 


Hugh Speke, eſquire, by bribery. and other undue | 


practices, hath procured. himſelf to be returned a 
member for this borough, in prejudice of the peti- 
tioner: and praying &c. 


Ordered, tha it be referred. to the committee of | 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their ohinio 
Dec. 8, 1710. A of Wiiam Cova 


and William Pynſent, eſquires, Was read z, ſhewing, -. 


that at the laſt election of burgeſſes, to, ſerve. in 
parliament for this. borough, the petiticners, with Sir 
Francis Warr, and Hen, Portman, eſq; were Can- 
didates; and that the petitioners I. duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned; but Francis, Of- 
manſton, mayor of the ſaid borough, WAS; very par- 


tial for the faid, Sir Francis and Mr. Portman,z(poll- ; 


ing ſeveral, for them, who, Hach no right, and. re- 
jecting others for the E who, had, gogd next. 
votes; and Sir Francis and. Mr. Portman are re- 


turned, as, duly: elected, M1 d Ke great 
wrong: and praying &c. 


- Orgered, that it be referred, to ahe comntanee of ? 


privileges and elections, to examine the ng d 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 


The Borough of Tawaton: 


| „„ 
ſaid borough, in behalf of themſelves and other 
inhabitants of the ſaid barough, was read ſhewing, 
that Sir Francis Warr, Henry Portman, W. 'Coward, 
and W. Pynſent, eſquires, were candidates at the 
election of members, to ſerve in the preſent partia- 
ment for this borough. :: that Francis 

the mayor, arbitrarily polled great numbers of per- 
ſons for Sir Francis Warr, and Mr. Portman, who 
had no right; and refuſed to poll ſeveral 
voters, who. offered to poll for Mr. Coward and 
Mr. Pynſent, who are duly elected; yet Sir Francis 


and Mr. Portman are returned, to the great vio- 


lation of the rights of the petitioners and the {air 
borough.: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred. to the commitine of 
privileges and elections, to examine der, ang 
report the. ſame, with their opinion. X 

March 29, 1715. A petitioa of William Pynſent 
and James Smith, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that at the laſt election for this borough, the peti- 
tioners, Sir Francis Warre, and Henry Portman, 
eſquire, were candidates : the petitioners had a 
majority of votes, duly qualified, and ought to 
have been returned z that Thomas Hay- 
ward, mayor, took upon himſelf to return the ſaid 
Sir Francis Warre and Mr. Portman, who had no 
right, and returned them accordingly ; to the pre- 
Judice of the petitioners: and praying &c. 

A petition of the inhabitants of the ſaid 
in behalf of themſelves, and many other inhabi- 


Pynſent and Mr. Smith, and by ſeveral. of the petiti- 
oners : that the ſaid. Sir Francis Warre and Mr. 


May a6, En os af o faid 
petitipns, he heard on. the 14th day of June next. 
June 14th. Ordexed to be heard on next. Thurſday 
ſeven night. | 
23d. Ordered to be heard on this day. foves- 
oh m£ GG 
ag Fo why be heard on this day, bes- 


J 18th, Ordered, 29, be heard. a Thurklay 


"EL Aale an, Tucklay:norr. 
26th. Ordered to be heard on Thurſday next. 
or ene. 95 vga tc 
he cont wen — A 6 the gan 
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The peciioners counſel were heard us toright of Ordered, that the matter 0 * "gd on 


desen , 

And the eee to 
the fame point; and examined ſeveral witneſRs 
And chen the counſel withdrew. wp. 
A motion was made, chat the right of election 
of burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this/borough, 
is in che inhabitants within the ſaid borough, being 
and net receiving alms, or charity. 
— — propoſed to be made to the 
. vp by leaving out or charity,” but 
2 eee pe ee eee 


— were exited in and SES a 
by Mr. Speaker. 

Ordered to be heard on Saturday next. 

rr 
tions be heard on Thurfday next. 

Auguſt 4th. Ordered w be heard farther on Sa- 

NEXT. 

6th. The houſe proceeded in the hearing, and the 
counſel for the petitioners examined: feveral witneſſes 
in order to prove ſeveral perſons, who voted for the 
ſitting-members, lived out of the borough, or were 
under age, or were apprentices, or received alms. 

Ordered to be heard again on Tueſday next. 

gth. The houſe proceeded in the further hearing 
of the merits of this election, and the counſel were 
called in. f 

For the petitioners, it was inſiſted, that ſeveral per- 
ſons, who voted for the ſitting- members, received 
alma, or were not pot-wallers, or came into the bo- 
rough by certificate. 

Ordered to be heard again on Thurſday. 

tith. The houſe proceeded in the further hear- 
ing, and the petitioners counſel inſiſted upon the 
diſqualifying ſeveral perſons who voted for the ſit- 
ting-members, on account of their having received 
the charities called the town-charity (which is 
veſted in feoffees) and Meredith's charity.” - 

And a book being produced wherein is entered 
— au of the diſpoſition of the town-cha- 


"The firting-members counſel obje@ted acainſt the 
faid books being read in ny and the counſel 
were heard and withdrew. 

+ Reſ6tved, that the accounts of Jaffery Pyſing, 
ſteward and bailiff of the lands and tenements be- 
longing co this rown from the 2 1ſt day of Decem- 
ber; 1774; to the zrſt day of December 1714 (in- 
ſerted in a book intituled Taunton, an account- 
„ book of the profit of the: town- lands, 1683”) al- 
though not allowed and fi by the feoffees be ad- 
mitted to be read as evidence. 

The esunſel were called in, and Mr. Speaker ac- 
quainted them there with. 

Andithe petitioners counfel' produeed to diſqua- 
lify ſeveral perſons 
having received the ſkid charity money; and alſo 
examined witneſſes to prove perſons having: worn 
the cloaths given by Meredith s. charity ;- and alſo 
to ſome perſons coming into the borough by certifi- 
cate; and alſo examined witneſſes to prove ſeveral 
perſons, who lived in che borough, and were houſe- 


keepers and pot · wallers, offered to poll for the pe- 


titioners, but were refufed! And alſo to ſome 


partial proceedings (as was inſiſted) of . 


and Mr. Yard, who was A _— of N 
ſaid borough. 

And" the petitioners” an ſummeed "F their 
evidence. 


8 


A 
- 
A a 8 


named in the ſaid account, as 


Saturday net. 

13. The houſe proceeded, and the counts! for the 
ſitting-members opened theirevidence, and examined 
witneſſes to juſtify ſome of the votes objected to by 
the petitioners counſel. | 

Ordered to be heard again on Turſday next. 

16th, The houſe proceeded in the ſaid hearing; 
and the ſitring-members counſel examined ſeveral 
witneſſes to juſtify ſeveral other of their voters 
which the petitioners counſel had objected to. 

Ordered to proceed again on Thurſday next. 

18. The houſe: proceeded, and the counſel for 


the ſitting-members examined ſeveral witneſſes to 


Juſtify ſeveral other of the voters which the faid 
petitioners counſel had objected to; and allo inſiſted 
that all ſuch perſons that were of that part of the 
pariſh of St. Mary Magdalen in this town, which 
being without the borough, and came into the 
borough and boiled a pot before the teſte of the writ 
for electing members to ſerve in parliament, have 
a right to vote at ſuch election, and examined ſe- 
veral witneſſes touching the ſame. 

And the petitioners counſel examined ſeveral wit- 
neſſes in contradiction thereof. 

And the counſel were heard and withdrew. 

1. Reſolved, that perſons living in that part of 
the pariſh of St. Mary Magdalen within this town, 
which lies out of the limits of the borough, who 
at any time, before the iſſuing writs for calling a 
new parliament, take a room and boil a, pot within 
the faid borough, do not acquire a right of voting 


at the election of members to ſerve in parliament for 


this borough. 

The counſel were called in and acquainted there- 
with. 
The nttung members counſel procteded to Juſtify 
other voters, which the petitioners counſel had ob- 


jected to, and the counſel were orcered to _ 
draw, 


Ordered, to proceed again in the hearing on 82 
turday next. 


21ſt. Ordered to proceed again on Tueſday 
next. 


23d. The houſe proceeded in the ſaid hearing; 
and the ſitting- members counſel examined witneſſes 


to juſtify other voters objected to by the petiti- 


oners. 
Ordered to proceed again on Thurſday next. 


| 25th, The houſe procreded in the ſaid — 
and the ſitting- members counſel proceeded to juſti- 


fy ſeveral other voters objected to, and alſo examined 


witneſſes to diſqualify ſuch voters, as the petition- 


ers counſel had endeavoured to add to the petition- 


ers poll, and alſo to diſqualify ſeveral perſons, who 


had voted for the peritioners. 

© Ordered to procced again in dhe ſaid hearing on 
Saturday next. 

27th. The houſe proceeded to the farther hearing 


the ſaid petitions; and the counſel for the ſitting- 
members proceeded to examine witneſſes to diſqualifſy 
ſome of tlie voters for the petitioners upon account 


of their receiving charity, particularly as to a cha- 


rity called Saunders? charity. | 
members counſel infiſting to ex- 


amine, as to chat n being given in the year 


And the ſitting- mem 


1713. ' 
4 the peritioners' counſel oppoſing their exa- 
mining, as to any perſon who had not received that 
charity within a year before the election. 
* he counſel were heard, and they withdrew. 
Reſolved, 
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The Borough of Tauwrrond- 


- Reſolved, that the counſel for the firting-members 


be not admitted to give evidence of perſons having 


c 


1713. \ 
The counſel were again called in, and accfuninted 
with the ſaid reſolutidn. 


— 


—— combi proxate® to 


examine witneſſes, touching other voters for the pe- 
titioners having received other charities ; and alſo 


for adding two votes to the ſitting- members poll; 


and alſo, in order to diſqualify ſeveral of the peti- 


tioners voters for bribery; and touching threats, 
and ' other undue proceedings, in relation to the 
election. + 


- Ordered to proceed again in on Tueſday next. 
goth. The houſe proceeded in the ſaid hearing. 
And the counſel examined two wit- 


neſſes to NE as — 


neſſes. After which, the counſel for the fitting- 
members ſummoned up their evidence; and the 
- Reſolved, that Francis Warr, baronet, is not 


- duly dlefted = burgels, ö 


lament for this borough. 


Reſolved, that Henry Portman, eſquire, is not 


— A podtete: Hare 
liament for this borough. 

Reſolved, that William Pynſent, eſquire, is duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent _ 
ment for this borough. 

Reſolved, that James Smith, eſquire, is duly 
Ae bp, to e N. 
ment for this borough. 

Ordered the clerk of the crown to attend to · mor- 
row morning to amend the return. 

Oct. 18, 7 2 A petition of George Dean, aud 
Goodenough Earl, eſquires, was read ; ſhewing, 
that the petitioners, and John Trenchard, and James 
Smith, eſquires, were candidates at the election of 


members, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


z and the petitioners were duly elected bur- 
geſſes for the ſaid borough, according to the ancient 
conſtitution: of the ſaid borough ; but by the arbi- 
trary proceedings of Emanuel Maynard, mayor of 
the ſaid borough, in admitting thoſe to poll for the 
ſaid Mr. Trenchard and Mr. Smith, who had no 
right ; and refuſing a great number of perſons, who 
—— 9 — 


many votes 8 
procured themſelves to be returned, in violation of 
the rights of che inhabitants, and in prejudice of the 
petitioner : and praying &c. | 

A petition of the inhabitants of the ſaid borough, 


the mayor of the ſaid borough, in an arbitrary and 


manner, admitted the votes of a gteat num- 


ber of perſons to poll for Mt. Trenchatd and Mr. 
Smith, who were not duly qualified to vote at the 


« of members, to ſerve in parliament for the 


ſaid borough; and the ſaid mayor hath returned the 
faid Mr. Trenchard and Mr. Smith, although Mr. 


Dean and Mr. Earl were elected by a majority of 


votes duly qualified, to the great prejudice of the 
rights and privileges of the petitioners, and other 
B — linquent. 

el 


r 
tatives: and praying dc. 
e thr" the ad Cs, be referred . wee 


the committee of privileges and elections, to exa- 
mine and report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Nov. 21. Ordered leve to ebam the dn r. 


ought to have been returned ; 
mayor of the ſaid town, who, before — 


| declared he would not return the petitioner, though 


he had never fo great a majority, ſhewed the great- 
eſt partiality on behalf of Mr. Elon, refuſing many 
legal voters, who offered to vote for the petitioner; 


and admitting many to vote . . Mr. Elton, who 


had no right ; and cloſed the poll without procla- 
mation, contrary to the petitioner's requeſt, and de 
nied a ſcrutiny. : and by other arbitrary and corrupt 


practices, the ſaid mayor hath returned Mr. Elton, 


in wrong to the petitioner : and praying &c. 

A motion was made, and the queſtion being put, 
that the ſaid petition be heard at the bar of the 
houſe, but diſagreed to. 

Ordered it be 
vileges and elections, 
ſame, with their 

Nov. 19, 1724. The petition of George Dean, 
:.:. ag +500 


Colada e eee 
—— ͤ— — 
a | 


TEWKESBURY. 
THIS borough is dar within the coun 


Ae 
cramine and repos th 


impowered by. King James the firft, by charter, t6 
ſend burgeſſes to parliament, in the 7th year of his 
reign. 1 in regard to the election, ſoon 
of which, the 1 of the houſe of 


Reſolved, that Mr. Hall the bailiff of this bo- 
rough, be ſent for, by the ſerjeant at arms, as a de- 


plete, ® Moderne, bailiffs, do 
E 
* | 


* 


of im. 
Glouceſter : and Doctor Willis writes, WAS 1749. 24 
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The Boroughs of Tiwinsnury: and TheTForD. 


zoth. S* Edward: Alford is abt to make his 
choice, ſor which place be will ſerve, tilk the elec 
tion for this and Arundel be determined. 

Dec. 11. A commintce appointed to ſtate the caſe 
of this borough, and preſent F 
houſe to confider of it. 

July 18, 1641. Reported, the caſe for this bo- 
rough was before the committee of 

Auguſt 6th. Refolved, that the election for this 
town i totally void: and that Mr. Speaker do iſſue 


forth his warrant to the clerk of the Crown. in 


Chancery for a new writ, for n 


geſſes for this town. 


Nov. 2. The ca ef the clefiivn for Arundel 
and this borough, to be heard to-morrow. = 

12th. Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that the elec- 
tion of this borough ſhall be committed to the 
committee for elections, — ne, var 
that concern that election. 

Dec: 2, 1695. A: petition [of Sir Richard Goat, 
baronet, was read ; ſhewing, that at the election for 
burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parhament for this 
borough, many undue practices were - uſed by Sir 


Francis Winnington. and bis agents, againſt the. 


petitioner, and choſe who intended to vote for him; 
not. only by chrratniag thoſe who had voted for 
the petitioner, to turn them out of their houſes, if 
they did not withdraw their votes; but alſo by de- 


_ the freemen are entered that had a right to vote: 


that though the petitioner had the greater number 
of legal votes, yet the ſheriff bath returned the 
ſaid Sir Francis Winnington: and praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the 3 
and report the fame, with their opinion. 
July 3. 1714 A petition of Edward Popham, 


Ordered it to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and cleftions, to examine, 3 
fame, with their opinion. 

June 19, 1717. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ, to cleft a burgets, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
Hament for this borough, in the room of — 
of his Majefty's cuſtoms. 

March 14, 2718. Ordered — for 6 new 


writ, to cleft a burgefs, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
lament for this in the room of Anthony 


Leckmere, . cliquire, made his Majeſty's attorney- 


general. — 
Nor. & 1725. A pranicn of George: Read, ef. 
quire, was icad ; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of 


2 burgeſs, to ſerve in parkament for this borough, 


the Lord Viſcount Gage and the petitioner were 
candidates: chat Edward Leigh, and Edward 
Cliffton, baikffs of the faid borough, who preſided 
there, allowed feveral illegal voters to poll for the 
Lord Gage, and refuſed feveral legal voters to poll 
for the petitioner : and great tumults and diſorders 
were committed by the agents of the faid Lord 
Gage; whereby many others of the petitioner's 
voters were hindered ; which tumults might have 
been prevented by the faid bailiffs, but they refuſed 
to do It; and have unduly returned the Lord Gage: 
and praying &c. 

Par IL 


is return of bu 


Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, Ae 
1 | 


ET Fo R D. 


1 819 is a borough, within the counties of 
Norfolk and Suffolk. It never ſent bu 
ty parliament until King Edward the ſixth's time, 
and was incorporated in the 16th of Queen Eliza- 
beth. The right of election, ſoon after its firſt 
ſummons, appears by the indenture, 1 Marie — 
Quad major, burgenſes, et alii homines, de communi 
confilio et congregatione difti burgi una wore elegimus, &c. 
The ſame form appears in the indenture, 1 Eliz. 
The memoirs of conteſted elections in parliament 
do not appear till ſince the Reſtoration, after which 
time, the following are to be found in che Journals. 

May 23, 1685; A petition of Sir Joſeph William 
ſon was read ; complaining of an undue election and 
return of Henry Heveningham, eſquire, as burgeſs 
for this borough, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment, in injury of the petitioner, - who was duly 
elected, and ought'to have been returned. 

' Ordered, that the matter be heard at the _— 
Friday net. | 
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Ordered, that the ſaid matter be heard on Satur- pong meri- 
day next; and that the clerk of che Crown do then diem 


attend with the return. 

May 30. A petition of the burgefſes and bab 
tants of this borough, rouchitig the on for the 
ſaid town, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
reren the ſame, with their opinion. 

That the merits of the return for this borough 
be heard on Monday next, at the bar. in 

June 1. Ordered, that the matter, toucking the 
to ſerve in this parlian ent for 
this borough, be heard on the morrow morning. 

2d. The houſe proceeded to a hearing of the 
matter of the return of burgeſſes, to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough. 

And the counſel on both ſides being called in, 
and heard at the bar, and being withdrawn; 

Reſolved, that no mayor can duly return himſelf 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in parliament for the ſame bo- 
rough of which he 'is mayor, at the time of the 
election. 

Reſolved, that no mayor, bailiff, or other officer, 
of a borough, who is the proper officer, to whom 
the precept ought to be directed, is capable of 

elected to ſerve in parliament for the ſame 
borough, for which he is mayor, bailiff, or officer, at 
the time of the election. 

Reſolved, that Henry Heveningham, eſquire, is 
not duly returned a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

zd. A petition of the burgeſſes and common- 
council of this borough, touching the eleftion of 
the ſaid borough, and a petition of Henry Heven- 
_—_— eſquire, touching the ſame election, were 


— indenture being offered to the houſe, whereby 
Sir Joſeph Williamſon was alledged to be elected a 
burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
rough, and. which was ſaid to have been tendered to 
the mayor to be by him returned with the precept, 
but refuſed by him. 

A motion was. made to call in the witneſſes to 
prove the ſaid indenture at the bar; but diſagreed 


to, 


Cee Ordered, 
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The Borewgh' of 'TreTyonD: W 


Ordered, that the mii of the edleftion for this 
. 
and privileges, an Saturday en-. 
from the commuttre upon the matter of the faid 
election, that the er had come to the fol- 

z. That the mght of clefition is in the mayor, 
burger, (which are ten] and in the commonality or 
commeon-council, (whach are twenty) amounting in 
the whole w one and thirty. 

4. Tl Sir Joſeph. Wieden is. duly cletted to 
8 — — Ends : 
3- That Wilkam de Grey, clquire, is duly elected 
ND En eine: 

1 
agreed to by the houſe. | 

r 
this day ferenmght, and bring up the. coramen ſeal 
of this borough, in order to his amending the return 
of burgefſes, w ferve im. this parkament for this. 
borough. 


Vide Re- Feb. 2, 163. A petition of . ths. qzayer, bare: 


port. 


get, and commons, .of this borough, complain 
ing of an unduc clefiion and return of members, to 
c 
was read. 

Ordered, that ic be referred wo the commitree-of 

and cletions, to examine the matter, and 
28th. A petition of Abraham Felton, eſquire, 
of an undue election and return for 
this borough, was read. 
Ordered, that ix be referred to the committee of 
and elections, to cxamme the matter, and 
report the fame, with their opinion; with an in- 
firuftion to the fard communtee, to hear it at the ſame 
time with the former pertion. 

May 21, 1689. Colonel Bloch. npaored from: the 
fad commnee, the mancr of the faid election upon 
the fad peritions, as follows. __ 

Upon the maner of Mr. Felton, the counſel gave 
no evidence. Bur upon the petition of the corpo- 
ration agamit Mr. Harbord, in behalf of Sir Jo- 
ph Wilkamion, the queſtion aroſe upon the irre- 
gular farrender of the charter of the borough : the 
petitiancr claming a right under the new charter; 
Mir. Harboed under the former charter, which he 
inſiſted was fall in full force. 

For the petitioner - — The counſel produced the 
farrender of the old chaner, dard 30 January, 
1682 

— — ded ms fa 
dered, bur illezally - for Mr. Mendham being mayor 
im 168 1. and his year expired, conc Mr. Hetherfet 
was chan mayor, and ought to have been fworn by 
Miecadbam ;, but being refuſed, applied tt the court 
of King"'s-bench ra and had an ales 
S pilarzes ; and Mradbam was taken ino cuftody 
for has contempt wm nos obeying them: and that 
Meadbam . w get his diſcharge, procured 
the furrcader of the charter ; and to that end, chat 
he might have the pretence of che majority of the 
f the fad furrender, cauſed his fon, 
being under 16 years of age, and-one Mobb, being 
2 CxXcommunmcatc perion, w receive the ſacrament, 
w quality themicives w be of the corporation; 
and that before the fad furrender was enrolled, the 
other members, w the number of about 17, did all 
they could w hmder it - 2nd called 


_ A. Thwitun; who fad, he was at the clttion 


in 168 , when Mr. Hetherſet, by conſent of the 
whole town, was choſen mayor, but refuſed” by 
Mendham to be fworn: that he knows no objeftion. 
made againſt Mr. Herherſet's being 

then; but hen the times ran high, Wey Tai, he 
was not qualified. 

Craſtley ſaid; he was preſent when Mr. Hetherſct 
was choſen mayor, but Mr. Mendham did not 
come till after the election; and then Mr. Herherſer, 
with about 2 or 3 more of the corporation, went to 
Mr. Mendham to be ſworn yz and he refuſed” it, but 
gave no reaſon: that there were 17 of the corpora- 
tion againſt the ſurrender, and 14 for it; and that 
on the goth of January about 8 * the ſacrament 
was appointed to qualify 2 perſons, in order to the 
ſurrender ; viz. Mr. Mendham's boy, about 16 years 
| of age, and one Mobb, who was reckoned an ex- 
communicated perſon : that as to the other 15 of the 
corporation, they were never called or — 
when the ſurrender was agreed on. - 

Cawle, clerk of the pariſh, ſaid, he 9 Mr. 
Mendham come riding haftily; as he was ringing the 
bell, and he ceaſed the bell ; and the doctor ordered 
him to get a pint of wine and à loaf for the com- 
munion; and when the communion was to be, 
every body went out of the church but Mr. Mend- 
ham and Mr. Mobb; and he was going, but the 
doctor called to him, and ſaid,” he muſt ſtay, and 
make 3: that making excuſe of being unfit, the 
doctor told him, that as clerk; he ought" always 
to be prepared, and muſt receive it; and fo he did: 
bat fd. .Mobb.was.ever (to hit an ex- 
communicated. 

Bedwell, ſerjeant of de town, faid, Meiidlidm 
came down on the goth of January, and Mobb's 
partner aſked him to take' the ſacrament ji and he 
telling Mobb, he was not fit, Mobb told him, he 
muſt : and that afterwards Mobb received, but did 
not ſwallow the bread, but put it out of his mouth; 
and he ſaid, Mobb was an atheiſt. He faid, the 
cuſtom is, the common - council chuſes two, and 
the inhabitants chuſe the mayor of one of then. 

delivered in a paper, in the nature of a 
proceſt againſt the ſurrender of the charter, dared 
the 13th day of February 1681, and figned by 
17 of the corporation. He believes, no one can 
give an account of the ſurtender, but thoſe who 
were for it ; the reſt having no notice of it. 

For the petitioner : That the counſel inſiſted, 
that Mr. Hetherſet had not taken the oaths preſcrib- 
„„ 


"* Sadler delivered a paper figred by Mr. Elecherte. 
dated 24 July, 33 Car. II. in which it was afferted, 
that it did not appear by ſearching the records, 
that Mr. Hetherſet, at the time of his being elected 
a burgeſs, had ſubſcribed the declaration, and taken 
the oaths according to the ſtatute 13 Car. II. as alſo 


an ancient book hereim is an order, 16 Sept. 33 


Car. II. whereby John Wright was diſmiſſed being 
z commoner of the 

Sadler being aſked, if Lord Sunderland had ſent 
a letter to the ion about the electing of 
2 mayor, denied Lord Sunderland had wrote to that 
purpoſe. But Mr. Thurſton and another witneſs 
ſaid, there was ſuch a letter wrote by Lord Sunder- 
land a little before Michaclmas. 

Upon the whole the committee reſolved, 

1. That William Harbord, eſquire, is duly elect- 
3 
this borough. 


2. That | 
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The Boroaph of Tatrrond. 


2. That Sir Francis Gibbon is duly ed a bur- 


That for Sir Joſeph Williamſon, and Mr. Felton, 
it was infifted, the charter of Queen Elizabeth, 
granted wo this borough, and all other charters, &c. 
were farrendered - and a copy of the ſur- 
render, dazed rhe goth of January, 34 Car. IL and 
the new charter the fame year. 

For Mr. Harbord and Sir Francis Guybor, it 
was infifted, chat the charter 16 Eliz. was not duly 
furrendered, nor agreed to by a majority of the cor- 
poration : and called wimefſes ; who ſaid, that one 
Hetherſer was elected mayor; but Jobn Mendham, 
upon which, feveral ird our of the 


(whereof one his fon, abour 17 or 18, and one 
Mobb, who had not uſed to come to church, upon 
this occafion received the facrament in 2 profligate 
manner, by fpinting the bread our of his mouth) 
procured 2 bare majority for furrendering the char- 
ter. As to the manner of clefting the mayor for 


this borough, it is thus - the common-council pro- 


poſe two capital burgefirs to the inhabitants, out of 
which they clet che mayor ; 2nd in cafe of death 
or removal of the mayor, thoſe, who have right of 
clecting, have a power, within 8 days after, to chuſe 
another, who is to be frorn before the recorder or his 
of them. In this cafe, one Harper was choſen mayor, 
burgefics by the charter of Queen Elizabeth alive, 
the common-councd propoſed to the inhabitanes 
refuſing to fwcar him, he was faora by one Fokes, 


* 


an attorney, in preſence of the numbers of the old 


R 


1. That the charter 16 Eliz. granted to this bo- 
rough is not duly nor legally furrendered. 

2 That William Harbord, eſquire and Sir 
Francis Guybon are duly returned and elected bur- 
geſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


Whereto (upon the faid refolutions being 


twice 


read) the houſe agreed: and ordered the return to 


majority of legal voters; but Robert Caudle, the 
of this borough, did refuſe to poll ſeveral 


refolution on the merits of the ſaid election, direct - 
ed the following fact to be reported for the judg- 
ment of the houſe. 


Thar the petirioner's counſel inſiſted, that ſeve- 


ral perſons ought to be added to the petitioner's 
poll, who offered to vote for him, and were refu- 
ſed by the mayor ; viz. Edward Freeman, and others. 

Thar the fact appeared to be thus, — the right 
of election was agreed to be in the mayor, 10 ca- 
pital burgeſſes, and 20 common-council-men. 

That Freeman was removed from being a com- 
mon- council- man, becauſe he had not ſignæd the 
affociation within the time preſcribed by the act; 
and another was ſworn in his ſtead. 

Freeman himſelf, being examined, ſaid, he ſign- 
ed the voluntary affociation, and alſo the affocia- 
tion according to the act; but could not ſay, whe- 
ther before or after the eleftion : that he never re- 
fuſed to ſign the aſſociation; and if he did not ſign 
it at that time, it was becauſe no ſeſſion was held, 
at which he could regularly do it, ard that he was 
out of town when it was done by others. And the 
counſel inſiſted, that if Freeman had not ſubſcrib- 
ed it in time, the voters for Mr. Sloan were in the 
fame caſc. 

In anfwer for Mr. Sloan :— The ſeſſfions-roll was 
produced; viz. Borough of Thetford, at a general 
<< quarter ſeſſions of the peace held for the borough 
< aforeſaid on Monday the 22d day of June, in the 
g ch year of the reign of King William the IIId, and 
< in the year of our Lord 1696, and fo continued 
7 
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4 guſt then next ; the aſſociation under- 
« Written ws ſubſcribe — = 

<& underwritten according to an act of parkament 
« made in the 7th and 8th years of the reign of the 
<« preſent King William, entitled, An act for the 
« better ſecuring of his Majeſty's s royal perſon and 
40 5 . 


That Mr. Sloan's' counſel offered to prove, that 
the ſaid perſons had fubſcribed the aſſociation in 
time according to the act of parliament: But the 
evidence being objected to, the committee ordered 
the ſpecial matter of fact to be reported to the houſe. 

Ordered, that the merits of the ſaid election, to- 
gether with the matter of the ſaid report, be heard 
at the bar on Friday next. | 
- 26th. The houſe to the 
hearing of the ſaid matter; and the counſel for Ed- 


mund Soam, eſquire, the petitioner, and James 


then withdrew. ß. £2 5 
Reſolved, . 
the corporation of tis borough, has been guilty of 
a breach of the late act of parliament for preventing 
in elections. 

- © Reſolved, that James Sloan, eſquire, is not du- 
ly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent partia- 
ment for this 
: Refolved, that the ſaid election is a voidöele cen: 
and a new writ was ordered for electing a a burgeß to 
ſerve in this parliament for this 
Feb. 19th. Reſolved, chat this houſe will on Sa- 
rurday morning, in u full houſe, conſider the a 


houſe) do attend in his place on Saturday morning 
NEXT. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do then at- 
tend thts houſe with the writ and return for this bo- 
rough. 

_ 21ſt, A ee ef Eat d va. 
read ; ſhewing, chat on the "26th of January laſt, 
this houſe reſolved, 

That James Sloane, eſquire, in treating the cor- 
poration of this borough, had been guilty of a 
breach of the late act of parliament for preventing 
expences in elections; and a new writ iſſued for 
electing a burgeſs to ſerve in this paliament in his 
room: yet the ſaid Mr. Sloane hath procured him- 
ſelf to be again returned; though the petitioner was 
duly elected a burgeſs upon the ſaid new election, 
Mr. Sloane being incapacitated to fit in the houſe, 
as adviſed : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that the faid. petition be laid on the 
table until Saturday morning next, when the at 
againſt expences in elections is to be taken into 
confideration, and the-faid Mr. Sloan is to attend. 


1 for preventing expences in 
elections — 


ſidered on Thurſday ſeven- night; 
and Mr. Sloan do then attend in his place: and 


that the clerk of the Crown do attend with the writ 
and return for this bo 

29th. Ordered, that the faid act be confidered 
ro-morrow morning ; and that Mr. Sloane do then 
attend in his place. 

March rſt. Ordered, that the ſaid act be con- 
ſidered to-morrow morning; and that Mr. Sloane 
do then attend in his place. 

- 24. The houſe proceeded to conſider the faid act; 
and Mr. Soamy's petition: was again read : and the 
ſaid act was read. 


And Mr. — oe 
was heard, and withdrew. 


The Boroughs. of Tur ron and Temas. 


1 
folved, that the faid Mr. Sloan is incapable af fery- 
ing in this preſent parliament for the ſaid borough. 

Ordered, that the petition of Mr. Soame be refer. 
ed to the committee of privileges and elections, to 
examine the aporner, and ocpaer tha han, pick, thei 
opinion. 

Nov. 27, 1708. A petition of Sir Thomas Han: 
mer, baronet, and Dudley North, eſquite, was 
read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election of 
to ſerve in this parliament for this borough, there 
ſtood candidates, the petitioners, Thomas: de Grey 
and Robert Baylis, eſquitres; and the petitioners had 
thereat a majority of legal voters, and .Gught" to 
have been returned: But Robert Candel, the pre 
tended mayor, refuſed the votes of — ele 
qualified and offered to vote for the petitioners 3 and 
admitted others to vote for Mr. De Grey and Mr. 
Baylis, who were not duly qualified: by reaſon 
whereof, and other illegal practices in ordet; to, and 
at, the faid election, the. ſaid mayor hath teturued 
Mr. De Grey, and Mr. Baylis, contrary to juſtice; 
and in prejudice of the petitioners : and praying Ec. 

Ordery. to, be heard. ot the Has of the haul. tn 
eee } „ 2 
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York; and Doctor Willis writes, was firſt Wilt 
ſummoned, in the 23d of Edward I. to ſend bur- 70 6 


gefics io parkament, but returned only once; and then 
ceaſed until the- ſheriff ſummoned it again in the 
laſt parkament of Edward VI. I meet. wich no 
other memoirs until fince the reſtoration, When in 
n= panty af the K 
occur. 

May 3, 1660. Mr. Turner reporty from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this borough. —The. opinion of 
the commirree, that William Stanley, eſquite, is re- 
turned by the proper officer, and ought to fit, un- 
til the merits of the cauſe upon the double return 
be determined: whereto the houſe agreed. "I 

March 22, 1672. Reſolved, that the committee 


of electious do before the receſs, proceed in the mat- 5 


ter concerning the double return for this borough, 

OG. 30, 1673. A motion being made on behalf 
of Sir Wilkam Wentworth, who was returned a 
burgeſs for this borough, informing the houſe, that 


by reaſon of a conteft between him and Mr. Whar- 


ton, touching the election. be had hitherto forborn 
to fit without the leave of the houſe, though he 
was returned by the proper officer. And the 
clerk of the Crown attending at the door with the 
returns; and being called and withdrawn. 

Both returns being twice read, and the atterm 
debated. 

Reſolved, that Sir William Wentworth is duly 
returned, by the proper officer, to ſerve for this bo- 


rough, aad ought to fir. 
The houſe was on the 4th of Novem- 
ber to the th of January following. 


Jan. 7th. A petition of Robert Wharton, eſ- 
quire, being prelemed to the houſe, and delivered 
in at the clerk's table, of an undue 


rerurn made of Sir William Wentworth, knight, 


to ferve for this borough, by one Roger Meynell, 
bailiff of the faid borough ; in injury of the petiti- 

oner, who was duly elected, and ought to have been 
returned. Ordered, 
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5 e ebene! And the return being read, it appeared, that 


| and John Worth, ae had an * 


S 
Jos che 24th of February, to the — 
rr 

r voi 
elections. 


April after 
NN gs 
— and three vores of the 
- committee, a5 follows. . 


Tha Ss William Wentworth is not duly clefted = TOTTNESS. 


Am frm i Oh patunene, for this bo PPP HIS borough ru the coun of 
ii Devon. It has returned burgeſſes to parlia- 
ment from the 23d of Edward I. who were elected 


D lution, when, in the journals of the houſe of com- 
un was diſagreed, ro by the houſe. And .mons, I find | 

- Reſolved; that Sir William Wentworth is duly Nov. 29, 1695. A petition of Sir Richard Gipps, 

be burgeſs to ſerve ig this. preſent: peckianenc knight, and James Bateman, eſquire, was read; 
this borough. 

June 7, 1711. . 
in the room of Sir Thomas Frankland, baronet, 
e ; 
1 ; the majority of perſons, who had a right to vote, 
did chooſe, and were polled for the petitioners : not- 
withſtanding which, the mayor of the ſaid borough 
hath returned Sir Edward Seymour and Mr. Yard, 
as burgeſſes, in wrong to the petitioners : and pray- 
- Ordered, it be referred to the committee of pri- a 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion, to the houſe. 
March 2. Ordered, that it be reported on Wed- 
neſday next. ; 
Ach. Colonel Granville reported the matter upon 
the ſaid petition ; viz. that the committee have exa- 
minced the merits of the election: and the poll was 
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o burgeſſes to parliament. The memoirs re- — — Hep] apr oe  Digenrr ' 
lating to the election, in the journals of the houſe of freemen inhabiting within the borough ; and that "776 
— — — 10, who were for Sir Edward Seymour and Mr. 
Nov. a0, 1660. Ordered, that it be referred to Yard, were not fo qualified. | 
che committee of privileges and elections, to examine Upon the petitioners own evidence, 4 of the 32 
the miſcarriage of 'a warrant for a new writ iſſued were diſqualified, and the remaining 28 were made 
for the election of a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough, free under the late K. James's charter: ſo that their 
ſo that the writ cannot be executed; by reaſon freedom ſeemed to depend upon the validity of that 
whereof this houſe is deprived of a- member, and to charter. And as to that, it appeared to the committee, | 
ſtate the matter of fact, and report it to the houſe. that an inſtrument of ſurrender of the charter of Tot- | ll 
Oct. 13, 1675. A petition of Sir Hugh Ackland neſs had been made in King Charles II. time; but | 14 
| was read. that ſurrender had never been enrolled : however 
| Reſolved, that this petition be referred to the upon executing of the inſtrument of ſurrender, the 
committee. of privileges and elections, to take into ſaid late King James did grant a new charter to 
conſideration the regularity of the return for this the ſaid borough, and by that appointed the mayor, 
town, and report the matter with their opinion, recorder, and juſtices of the peace, and aſſiſtants to 
Nov. 30, 1710. Reſolved, that this houſe will the mayor of the ſaid borough and ſome freemen, 
to-morrow morning take into conſideration the and that under this charter theſe freemen were made: 
double return for this borough. - that after the proclamation for reſtoring of charters, 
X - Qudered,. thaz the derte of the Crows do amend the. old magiſtrates reſumed their ſeveral offices, 
the houſe to-morrow morning, at 11 of the clock, and theſe appointed by King James charter never 
with the double return for this borough. to act ſince, nor could the petitioners | 
Dec. 1. The clerk of the Crown attending ac- prove, that the freemen made by the faid King | 
cording to order, the houſe proceeded to take the James“ charter ever voted or claimed to vote act 4 
ſame into conſideration. any election ſince. 
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for this borough by virtue of ſuch freedom. 
in parliament for this borough, 


dard Yard, Uhvdite, are duly clothed 
| ro ſerve ha this preſent purliament for chis 


De Boroufhs of Tor TES a TrxEcONy. 


But the petitioners inſiſted, though King James 


charter was not valid, yer if thoſe, who were made 


free, had a right to be made free, they were well 
made by ſuch as acted in the For this 
they called Corkey and Short, who proved Cock- 
ey, Brooking, Farwell, and Short, were all ſons 
of freemen. They alſo proved ſome to be ap- 
prentices in Totneſs: but could not ſpeak poſitively 
as to their maſters being freemen. 

Farwell and Horace ſaid, that Sir Richard Gipps 
had demanded the mayor to poll theſe perſons, and 
began with Doctor Burthogg : but the mayor ſaid 
he could not allow thoſe made free by King James 
charter. 

To the of freemen inhabiting, they 

my rs the freemens oath, whereby 
N tbl 1 occupy the liberties of 
the town, only during ſuck time as they ſhall inhabit 
therein. 

For the ſitting- members, the counſel admitted. 
that as to ſix who voted for them, they did not live 

out of town at the time of the election, but one 
was « magiſtrate, and the other Had. not lived our 
of town three months, . 

However it was inſiſted, that the freemen not 
inhabiting within the town, as well as thoſe who 
did, had a right to vote, and that though a breach 
of an oath might be a good cauſe for disfranchiſe- 
ment, yet it did not ipſo fas do it. And they 
called Buckley and others, who faid, Sir Richard 
Gipps demanded the mayor to poll the freemen by 
King James“ charter: that the mayor told him, 
all that he knew had right had polled already, bur 
in caſe he would call any there he would admit 
them ; whereupon Sir Richard Gipps named Doc- 
tor Barthog; and the mayor ſaid, he would not al- 
low him, and ſo he named no more: that on the 
6th of November before the election, Sir Richard 
'Gipps being at the mayor's, ſaid he was command- 
ed by the King to be a candidate,” and that if he 


gland, and could procure 300 I. yearly for the 


corporation: that at the election, he told Sir Ed- 
ward Seymour, he had not oppoſed him, hut was 


Revotved, mar Sir Richard Gipps having prefer- 


ed ts the houſe a frivolous, vexations, and ground- 


Pence they have been 
— ind of dw — 
June 12, 1711, Ordered a warrant fot 4 new 

writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough in the 
room of Francis Gwyn, eſquite, made a cotmmiſſi- 
oner of trade. 

April 17, 1719. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for 


TREGONY. 


Tus borough is ſituate within the county of 
Cornwall. Doctor Willis writes, it ſent bur- Nas, 


geſſes to parliament in the 23d and 35th of Eg. vol. li 
ward I; and fets down the names of thoſe return- 


lating ts the cleftion, the joutnals afford the fol- 
lowing. 


Jan. 28, 1562. Several boroighs having bur- . 
geſſes returned into chancery lately, viz. Tregony jour, 
and others, Mr. Speaket declared to the houſe, fo. 4 
that the lord ſteward agreed, they ſhould reſort to 
the houſe, and with convenient fpeed to ſhew letters 
patent, why they be returned into 


commanded by the higher powers; and being de- agreed. 


fired to explain himſelf, or he hear of it in 
another place ; he faid, he was commanded by his 
wife: that after the election uns over, he faid, he 
would give any man 50 J. to lay 4061. that be did 
carry it in St. Stephen's chapel: that on the i rth 
of this month he ſaid at che mayor's lodgings 
now he ſhould loſe it right or wrong, for Sir Ed- 


ward Seymour had fuch an intefeſt in the houſe. 


That upon the whole the commitree reſolved, 
1. That the perſons made free by the late King 


James charter within this borough had no right to 


yote, in elecking of members to ſerve in 


2. That the right of electing burgeſſes to ſerve 
is in the freemea not 


rough, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioners, 
with ochers who had the right to cleft, did chu 


Was; WWE i rn EEG, privi 


8 — 
That Sir Edward beym, daronet, "_ 


4. Ther the Pentten or Sir Richard Gigs, n- 


plaining of an undue election for this borovgh, is | 
vexatious, frivolous, and grovhdlefs. - -- 

| The fail fort relblations {being three read) were 
bans Sat 5 
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ſeveral of che burgeſſes, who had declared their 
intention to vote for the petitioners, were prevailed 
on, by bribery and menaces, to give their votes for 
Mr. Roberts and Mr. Montague at the election; 
but notwithſtanding which, the greateſt part of the 
legal electors voted for the petitioner : and pray- 
* 1 | 

"YA petition of Sender Tredenham, Epe, was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough; notwithſtanding which, the mayor 


ol the ſaid borough hath unjuſtly returned Francis 


Roberts and James Montague, eſquires, as bur- 
geſſes: that ſeveral of the burgeſſes, who had de- 
clared their intentions to vote for the petitioner, 
were prevailed with at the election, by bribery and 
menaces, to give their votes for the ſaid Mr. Ro- 
berts and Mr. Montague, as the petitioner is ready 
to prove: and praying &c. 
Ordered, that both the ſaid petitions be referred 
to the committee of privileges and elections, to ex- 
amine the matter, and report the ſame, with their 


March 4th. Ordered to be reported to-morrow 


morning. | 

5th. Colonel- Granvill reported, from the ſaid 
committee, the matter upon the ſaid petitions. —— 
That the commitree had examined the merits of the 
election. That upon the poll the numbers were 

For Mr. Roberts, 93. 
For Mr. Montague, 99. 
For Sir Joſ. Tredenham, 88. | 
For Mr. Tredenham, 60. 

That it was agreed, that all ſuch inhabitants of 
the faid borough as did provide for themſelves, 
whether they lived under one toof or not, had a 
right ro vote. | 

But the petitioners inſiſted, the mayor ought not 


to have voted, and that the capital burgeſſes, if tague 


they were not houſekeepers, had no right to vote; 

That the ſitting members had given exceptions 
to 9 who polled for the petitioners : which the peti- 
tioners inſiſted they could anſwer : and alſo would 
Juftify 17 others who would have voted for them, 
and wefe refuſed by the mayor to be polled. 

That the petitioners itififted, many ill practices 
had deen uſed by Mr. Roberts and Mr. Montague, 
or their agents, in regard to the election: and 
called Greby, who ſaid, the town had been long 
uneaſy with electing ſtrangers : that at out 140 went 
to Sir Joſeph Tredenham's houſe, and deſired him 
to be à candidate for the and the mayor 
had engaged to do what he could for him: but 


Mr. Harvey, Mr. Boſcawen's ſteward, infiſting up- 


on both votes (by his maſter's order) the town was 
diſſatisfied, and then invited Mr. Seymour Treden- 
ham: that it was given out, that Mr. Boſcawen's 
friends, if they would give a fingle vote, ſhould 
have 6d. a day; if two, then 12 d. and the mayor 
faid, Sir Joſeph would loſe it, unleſs he did the 


ame; and one — Kinſman, who had engaged to 


Sir Joſeph, voted for Mr. Roberts and Mr. Monta- 
gue; and being aſked how he came to do ſo, ſaid 
he got two hogs byit, one of which was worth 30s. 

Woolridge ſaid, he had a 1000 weight of tin, 


which he was to diſtribute ; and a little before the 
election, the mayor faid, he could have 1001. for 


ten votes. 

To prove the right of the 9 objected to, they 
called Greby and Triſcawen, who ſaid, May was 
an houſekeeper, and had lived in town above four 
years; but it was anſwered, he was poor, and had 


* 
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lived that time under preſentments: that Bowman 
had been an houſekeeper more than three years , 
but the fame anfwer was given, as to May: that 
H. Triſcawen was an houſekeeper, and follicited 
for Mr. Roberts and Mr. Montague, and ſaid, he 
might have had 61; in anſwer it was aid, all the 
time of the election he lay in an hog's-ſtye : that 
Morſe had an eſtate in this borough of 14 or 161. 
yearly, and was an houſekeeper: that Tiller was 
an houſekeeper : that Collet kept an inn: that 
Paſcoe is an houſekeeper, a maſon, though ſome- 
times abroad for half a year, but his ſiſters 
lived in the houſe; but anſwered, his ſiſters 
did not live with him, and he had no ſervant: 
that Barnicote was an houſekeeper ; but was anſwer- 
ed, he worked in a chamber, and had no chimney : 
that Gummer kept ſhop; it was anſwered, - he was 
a lodger, and had neither pot or bed. 

As to the 17 refuſed by the mayor, the wit- 
neſſes faid, Collins voted before: Dodge is an 
houſekeeper; it was anſwered, he lay under a pre- 
ſentment, and was poor: that Mr. Bedford is mi- 
niſter of the town, and rated; it was anſwered, he 
was a boarder at the time of the election: that 
Tiller was an houſekeeper, and aſked by the other 
fide; in anſwer it was proved, he reccived charity, 
though not conſtantly : that Collet, junior, was 
clerk of the market: that — Huſbands is cryer 
of the town, and an houſck-eper : anſwered, he 
was poor, and had been four years before in tlie 
alms-houſe : that Marke maintained himſelf, and 
rented a ſhop at 4 s. yearly : that Minors rented an 


houſe ; but owned, he had received charity: that 


Herd rents an houſe, and maintains himfelf; an- 
ſwered, he was poor, and his wife buricd by cha- 
rity. 

Then the petitioners counſel proceeded to except 
to 18, who voted for Mr. Roberts and Mr. Mon- 


Triſcawen faid, Willicomb was no houſekeeper, 
and lived at Torrington ; but owned, he had been 
mayor, and it was alſo anſwered, he reſerved a 
chamber, and lived in it at the time of the elec- 
tion: that Tonkin was a minor: that Deane was a 
ſervant, and removed out of town two years be- 
fore the election; anſwered, he was always an houſe- 
keeper, only went a few days to his brother, and 
had reſerved a room furniſhed with houſhold goods: 
that Moile was no houſekeeper; anſwered, he kept 
a ſhop: Woodhouſe was an exciſeman, and a lod- 
ger; proved in anſwer, he kept a maid ſervant, and 
dreſt his own meat : that Hill lived with his fa- 
ther ; anſwered, he lived in a houſe of his own: 
that Kitchen recerved collection; anſwered, he vot- 
ed formerly: that the evidence againſt the reſt was 
not poſitive, only hearſay. 

To prove ill practices in Mr. Roberts and Mr. 
Montague, or their agents. 

Betry ſaid, Can, who appeared for Mr. Boſcawen 


and Mr. Montague, offered him 20 s. which he re- 


fuſed. 

Knight ſaid, J. Knight was threatned, if he did 
not vote for Mr. Boſcawen, he ſhould loſe all his 
employments : that Woolridge and Harvey had 10s. 
and Cann 20ſhiltings between them; and he 
ſaw it given: that Mr. Boſcawen aſked who he was 
for, and then promiſed him a leaſe, and wrote it 
down in his book : that a double voice had 12d. a 
ſingle vote 6d. that he met Woolridge and others 
on the election day, who offered him 25 s. for 
what was paſt, and ſaid, if he would not vote for 
Mr. Boſcawen, he ſhould not vote at all, 
| | 2 Collins 
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Collins fad. W 


Mr. Montague, and gave him 2 8. and was offered 
41. by the mayor, on the election-day, to go off 


from Sir Vun Tredenham, and vote for M. 


| Montague 


Sir Joſeph Tredenham ; bur ſaid, he would not 


Turner fail, r. B 
Mr. Boſcawen and his friend, and ſaid, a, ſingle 
vpte would not be 
but he refuſed it: Mr. Pentyre, agent for Mr. 
Boſcawen, ſaid, he would give him 61. and ſaid, he 
would make it up 101. he voted for the peti- 
tioners. 

Tiiller ſaid, he was offered 31. of which he liad 
108. and when he had voted both. votes againſt Sir 
Joſeph Tredenham, he. was to have the remaining 


50 8. and ſaid, if 31. was not enough, he ſhould 


have what he would, 
Triſcawen and Barnicot affirmed, the mayor ſaid, 
he might have 100 guineas, if he would be againſt 


for the kindneſs he had done him. 


Collet ſaid, the mayor told him, if he would be 


for Mr. Boſcawen, he ſhould vote; and ſome others 
gave him 16 half crowns.in hand to have voted, for 
Mr. Roberts and Mr. Montague ;. but he returned 


| the money, and his vote was refuſed : that he aſked 


Gild why he would be againſt Sir , Joſeph ; and he 


ſaid, he had 30 l. of Mr. Boſcawen to ſet up his 


trade. 


Thomas May ae] the mayor 6. two days be- 
fore the 4 05 if Sir Joſeph had 100 votes more 


than the others, he ſho not carry a burgeſs-ſhip, 


For Mr. Roberts and Mr. Montague. 
Cole ſaid, he was ſteward to Mr. Roberts, and 


hen the poll was caſt up, the majority was for 


Mr. Roberts and Mr. Montague: ſome quære's 
were made, and thoſe made out allowed on both 
ſides, and Sir Joſeph, as he thought, ſatisfied ; but 
ſaid to Mr. Boſcawen, he would ye him | in x 


Woolridge faid, Triſcawen 8 
ſeph Tredenham, and he aſked, if Sir Joſeph had 
paid him ; and he anſwering, he had- not, he que- 
ſtioned, if he did not carr it, whether fe oper wel 
pay him. 

Tonkin ſaid, the right of election was in the 
mayor, bar and inhabitants, paying ſcot and 
lot. | 
As to ill dice, in the e behal 

Carew ſaid, he was at Sir Joſeph Tredenham's 


| half a year before the election, and Sir Joſeph gave 


him to ſhillings ;; that he told Sir Joſeph, he owed 
51. and Sir Joſeph faid, he ſhould not want that : 


- that a little before the election, he tendered the 10 


ſhillings to Sir Joſeph, who would not accept it: 
that he did not vote for Sir Joſeph ; and after the 
election he ſent for the 10 ſhillings, and denied he 
ever ſaid any thing of having 25 1. for his vote. 

But being confronted by 3 perſons, they notified 


be had ſaid, that—had, or could haye, 25 1. for his 


= Woolridge denied be ever offered, Carew any p 


vote. * 


money to vote. 
Another witneſs ſaid, he aſked—Gummer why he 
was againſt his landlord ; and he ſaid, he had 20 
ſhillings for his voge z and Mr. Seymour Treden- 
ham bid him D209 084 Ralph and þe ifs 490 bay 
it. 
Pas x.” ſaid, he was offered 31. by Sir Jo- 
ſet Trece\ham's ſervant for his vote. ; 
W Crocken ſaid, Paſcoe Collins told him, 


Te — Tapconr. 
En ran. . | 


and offered him 30 3. 


aoth of Feb. next. 


he 
- Livy ſaid, Sir Joſe aſk 
Sir Joſeph ; and faid, if he would yore 
 thould have 51. He alſo aig, his maſter John had 
a ſhi of timber coming home, and he ſh have 
what he would. i | $734 
| Triſcawen ſaid, he was aſked".by one. of Sir Jo- 
ſeph's men to yote for him, ate pe gold they, they 
| ſhould have 308. or 51. each. 

| Harvey denied he offered Tomo any, mgney to 
vote, 


That the committee heren 4 * 


1. That Francis Roberts, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for. this bo- 
rough. 

2. That James ae 'efquire, f is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve. in os for this bo- 
rough. 

The ſaid two reſolutions being twice 
agreed to by the houſe, |. ou, * 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of Hendet Silly, ef | 
Trevelver in the county of Cornwall, eſquite, 
read; ſhewing, that 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough ; 
but by the unlawful practices of the agents of Hugh 
Forteſcue, eſquire, and Hugh Woolridge, the mayor 
of the ſaid borough (who allowed minors and other 
un qualified, yoters for the ſaid Mr. Forteſcue, 
rejected ſeveral lawful voters for the petitioner) 
unduly returned Mr. Forteſcue, as one of che repre- 
ſentatives of the ſaid borough, refuſing to ſeal the 
petitioner's wa e TORS and in- 
Jury : and praying &c. 

Ordered, r 
Privileges and to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Jan. 10, 1710. A petition of Thomas Miling 

ton, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petiti 
was duly elected, and ought to be returned a 


in this parliament for this. borough ; but 
oy 


Robinſon, eſquire, by bribery, and other 
practices, procured himſelf to be returned, i in wrong 
to the petitioner; and praying &. 

A motion, to refer it to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, 59 examine ppd ae the, mat: 
ter, with their opinion, di 
| Ordered to be heard at t 


Feb. 7th. Ordered, . Millinton have 
leave to withdraw the ſaid petition. : 
April 15, 1717. Ordered” a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this borough, in the room of James 
Craggs, junior, eſquire, made ſecretary at war. 
March 14. Ordered a. warrant for a new writ, 
for electing barge, o rye in this pref park 
mens for” ik Gonkenk in" he ramen "of 22 
Craggs, junior, eſquire, made ſecretary of ſtate, 
October 25, 1721. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
liament for this borough, in the room of Daniel 
R 
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| Cornwall; a very ancient borough, as will 
appear from the charters of Reginald Duke of 
Corman (wiv Fe in ge apes.) It returned 


N to parliament 26 EL 2 has Þ conti- — 
nud 
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of election before the Reſtoration ; mann 
che Journals afford. the following... 

May 5. 1660. Mr. Turner reports from thy 
committee of privileges and . touching the 
double return for this borough ; that the warrant 
was. directed to the mayor and burgeſſes, who re- 
turned in one indenture Edward Boſcawen, eſquire, 
together with Walter Vincent, . eſquire, (who is re- 
turned in both indentures) and the committec's opi- 


nion, that Edward Boſcawen, eſquire, is returned 


by the proper officers, and ought to fit till the me- 
rits of che cauſe be determined whereto the houſe 


June 20. Mr. Turner reports from the ſame com- 
mittee, upon, the double return for this borough : 

that upon. the examination of the fact, the queſtion 
| to be, whether the mayor, and 24, or all 
the freemen of the borough, have right to elect 
members, to ſerve in parliament : and that the com- 
mittee are of opinion, the mayor, and 24, without 
the freemen, have right to elect; and that Edward 
Boſcawen, eſquire, being returned in one indenture 
from the ſaid mayor and 24, together with Walter 
Vincent (who is alſo returned in the other indenture 
with Hender Roberts, eſquire) are duly elected, and 
ought to fit : whereto the houſe agreed. 

May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charleton makes report 
from the Tame committee, touching the double re- 
turn for this borough : that Nicholas Arundel, eſ- 
quire, and Edward Boſcawen, eſquire, were returned 
by one indenture by the mayor; and William Bru- 
arton, eſquire, and Arthur Trevor, eſquire, were 
returned by another indenture, to which the mayor 
refuſed to put his hand: and the opinion of the 
committee, that Mr. Arundel and Mr. Boſcawen 
ought to ſit, till the merits of the cauſe, touching 
the ſaid election, be determined: whereto the houſe 


July 20. Serjeant Charleton reports from the ſame 
committee, the caſe upon the double return for this 
borough :— that upon examination of the fact, the 
queſtion to be, whether the mayor and 24, 
or all the freemen of the borough, have right to elect 
members to ſerve in parliament : and this was the 
reſolution of the laſt parliament, and the opinion of 
the committee, that the 24 only, without the other 
freemen, had right to elect, and that Mr. Boſcawen 
and Mr. Arundel were duly elected by them, and 
ought to ſit: whereto the houſe 

OR. 25, 1680. A petition of the burgeſſes and 
inhabitants of this borough; was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, ta examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their Opinion 

March 25, 1681. A petition of Sir Thomas Lit- 
tleton, baronet, and Thomas Cook, eſquire, touch- 
ing the election for this borough, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 2, 1688. Colonel Birch reported from the 
committee of elections and privileges, to whom the 
merits of the double return for this borough was 
referred, that the committee had reſolved, 

That Henry Slade, at the time of the election of 

to ſerve in this preſent convention for 
this borough; in purſuance of his Highneſs the 
Prince of Orange's letter, was the proper officer 
who had right to make return of burgeſſes to ſerve 
for this borough. 
Pax II. 
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nued to do. I meet with no memoirs of the right 


That Sir Henry Aſhurſt, and Henry Vincent, 


eſquire, are duly returned, to ſetye in the preſent 
convention for this borough : which, being read 


twice, Were ou unto. by the houſe. . | 
Birch reports from the 
committee, the — touching the election for 
this borough, upon the petition of John Treden- 
ham and John Manley, eſquires, againſt the ſaid Sir 
Henry Aſhurſt, and Henty Vincent, eſquire. 

That the queſtion was, whether the right of elec- 
tion was in the populace, or the ſelect number: 


that the petitioners claimed by the populace; and 


the ſitting- members by the ſelect number. 


For the petitioners it was inſiſted, that Truroe 


was a borough by preſcription, but incorporated by 
Queen Elizabeth: and produced returns of bur- 
geſſes to parliament for the ſaid borough, 26 Ed. I. 
6 Ed. II. 10 Hen, VI. 

Alfo an indenture of return of. . 5 Ed. VI. mayor, 
with conſent of the whole commonalty, elected 
under the ſeal of the mayor. 

1 Mari — mayor and commonalty of one mihd, 
aſſent and conſent freely elected, under the ſeal of 
the parties, 

Copy of the charter 31 Eliz. which recited, there 
had been long before a mayor of this borough, and 
at the ſame time gave them a common ſeal, and 
declared and conſtituted 24 capital burgeſſes. 

For the ſitting- members it was inſiſted, this bo- 
rough was a corporation by preſcription,” as well as 
a borough ; and that the recital of the charter im- 
ported as much : and produced an indenture of re- 
turn, 26 Eliz.— Major et bargenſes, elegerunt ſub 
Aigillo burgi : an ancient book of the corporation in 
Henry the ſeventh's time, mentioning the 24— 7 
Ed. IV. indenture of return of burgeſſes per majorem 


comitatum burgenſes ſuos 7, — An indenture of 


leaſe, 33 Hen. VIII. per majorem et burgenſes : ano- 
ther indenture, 3 Ed. VI. between the mayor and 
burgeſſes of the town, of the one part; and Walter 
Borlace, of the other part, for erecting a free grammar 
ſchool: — and an indenture of return of burgeſſes, 
30 Eliz. per majorem et burgenſes, ſigned by the 
_ and 13 of the burgeſſes, who were of the 

copy of the Journal of the 2oth of June 
=; and another copy of the Journal of the 20th 
of July 1661, that the right of election was in 
the mayor and 24 of the borough. 


It was alſo inſiſted on by the ſitting- members, and 


agreed to by the petitioners counſel, that ever ſince 
the 31ſt of Elizabeth, the elections have been by 
the ſelect number of mayor and 24 burgeſſes. 

T hat the committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of election of burgeſſes to ſerve 


in parliament for this borough, is in the mayor, and 
ſelect number of burgeſſes only. 


2. That Sir Henry Aſhurſt, and Henry Vincent, 


eſquire, are duly elected burgeſſes, to ſerve in this 
parliament for this borough. 

The ſaid reſolutions being twice read, were unanty 
mouſly agreed unto by the houſe. 

March 24. A petition of John Manley, junior, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner is duly 
elected a burgeſs for this borough ; but that Robert 
Avery, pretending to be mayor, having gotten the 
precept, executed the ſame, without giving any pub- 
lick notice thereof ; notwithſtanding which, the pe- 
titioner had the majority of voices, but yet the 
mayor hath returned Sir Henry Aſhurſt, in preju- 
dice to the petitioner: and praying &c. 


E e e Ordered, 
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Ordered, that it be referred to che committee of 
privileges and eleRtions, to Exitiiine the matter, and 
the fins, with chat | 
Oct. 6, 1690. A n 
ley (in ſubſtance dhe fame with 'the former) ws 
read. 


Ordered, that it be refetred to che comthittee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion 

OR. 22, 1691. A petition of the faid John 
Manley, junior, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that 
notwithſtanding divers undue practices by the mayor 
of this borough, the petitioner was duly elected, al- 
though Sir Henry Aſhurſt be returned in the room 
of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred ro the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 19. Ordered, that Mr, Minley have leave 
to withdraw the faid petition, | 
| Nov. 29, 1695. The houſe being informed, that 
the election for this borough was ſo late, that the return 
of it was not ſent up with the return of the county 


of Cornwall ; and that now the indenture and return 


of the ſaid borough is ſent to the clerk of the 
Crown, and the ſheriff deſires it may be annexed 
to the writ, but that the clerk of the Crown defires 
the direction of the houſe, wouchings his receiving 
the ſame. 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do receive 
the ſaid return for the ſaid borough, and annex it 
for the county of Cornwall. 

July 9, 1714. Ordered a warrant for a new writ 
for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room 
of William Collier, eſquire, made TE of the 
Crown, for Barbadoes. 

July 13, 1919. Gua a Vin fir © i 
writ for electing a burgeſs for this borough in the 
doom of Spencer Cowper, eſquire, made chief Ju- 
tice of Cheſter. 

Nov. 22, 1517. A compliint was made to the 
houſe, that there are no returns made of the new 
writ, which ifſued for the election of members, to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough. - 

Ordered, that the clerk of the Crown do attend 
this houſe to-morrow 

23d. Thi dierlt of the en depend ber- 
ing to order, acquainted the houſe, that there is no 
return TT of the 


D. 
24 
5 


deputy 
| ay 
722. A petiti 
Tr -- was read'; - c . t: 
r Cover, | ? 
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right, and difallowing” ay ets NE aid 
„ and 


Prowſe, has returned the faid Mr 
Mr. Windham; ro the anten wrong and rh of 
the petitioner: and praying &c 


Ordered, that it be Red to che cbt of * 


privileges and elections, to examine the mmer. 

and report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Jan. 14, 1723. The of Duell Teeny 

eſquite, was again read, in ſubſtance with the former 
ition. 


Ordered it be referred to the co tec of pti- 


vileges and elections. c examine and tepore” the 


matter thereof, wich cheir opinion. 


WAL LING'FORD. 
HIS borough is in the county of Berks ; 


was a borodgh tt the dine of ths giheral fur. Wi“ 
vey ; and incorporated on the 31 H. III. (ſee Appen- 271 


dix) and being ſo, was ſummoned to ſend burgeſſes 10, 


to parliament in the 22d of Edward I. Mr. Frynn dd l 
4 it in the goth of that King, and gives a liſt of 1941. 


its burgeſſes from the 34 Edward I. Its ancient 
form of election was in 


the return in the rith of Henry IV. Vie brevi 


domini Regis nos Johannes Derby major burgi de Wal- 


lingford, et ommes gjuſlem tomburgenſes ſcrutino verita- 
tis ' elegimus c. (vide A ). In the 5th of 
Henry V. Viſo breve domini Regis Johannes Derby, 
Willilmus Arnigat, Jobannts Chalym, Galfridus Littel, 
Thomas Swalewyt, Ricardus Algate, Johannes Benby, cum 


conſenſu et aſſenſu omniam tombirgen/ium noftrorum ele- Br. Pal. 
gimus &c, (See Appendix.) Hhident. falk. aud N. Maa. 
lingford 1* Marie inter Robertium Cockſon ore 4 


commithitat. villate et burgi pred. ex um parte, et 
vic. Oxon. ex altera parte ; teftatur quod nos difta com- 
munitas villat et Burgi predifor. &c. (See Appen- 
dix.) Theſe "are the ancient teturns in their own 
words : how they have been in more mo- 
dern times, is to be collected from the memoirs 
relating to its elections, of which the following are 
to be met with in the journals of the houſe of 
commons. 

April 3, 1604. Griffith Payn, one of the bur- 
geſſes for this town, upon the ſecond reading of the 
bill for purveyors entereth in a bitter invective 
againſt the proceedings of the houſe in the mat- 
ter of the purveyors ; taxing it in theſe unſeemly 
terms, © that they had ſought to diſhonour the King, 


diſgrace the council, diſcredit the opinion of 


1 „ the judges, and did How by the bill go about to 
ſome of his fervants,” —=After commit- 


r ihe MA . t abe u. he and 
de denied tlie firſt words, © diſhonouring 
© the King, „By the next he ſaid he meant the 
diſgrace of Sir John Forteſeue. The other he ſaid, 
concerned himfelf being a purveyor, -and behoved 
him to ſpeak ſomewhat. — Upon farther examina- 


tion it appeared he was mayor of this borough and 


thereupon 'drawn into queſtion ; that being mayor 
of a town, and an offender in the point of grievance 
complained of, viz. a » Whether he ought 
to ſit und ſerve in the hbuſe ? and the precedent of 
Hutton bailiff of Southwark, anne 25 Eliz. vouch- 
ed by Sir Edward Hobby. —- After Kine debare i 
was upon queſtion ordered, that he ſhould be ſuſ- 
Pended from his ſervice here, until the doubt was 
cleared, whether he might ſerve. 

This queſtion with otters of the like kind were 
referred tõ the committee of privileges. | 
May 25th. Mr. Francis Moore moveth touc| 
the caſe of mayors, whether they may be of the 


burgeſſes, as appears by ll. 8, 


— any ww H 
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houſe; and reporteth a refolution/ ehen in parlia- 
ment 38 Hen. VIII. (Br. Aridgment) that mayor 
r 
like reſolution now. 


2 ſtayed and deferred; ub the houſe be 


Note, Ir was the caſe. of Payne, the pet of 
Wallingford, formerly. oqueſiaced. for. c 
 Þcemptuous ſpeeches. 

June 25th. This day Mr. Francis More moved;. 
to know the opinion of the houſe,. whether a may- 
or of a town &c. might lawfully. be. returned and: 
admitted to ſerve as a member here, a 
caſe 38 Hen, VIII. in Brooke's abridgtnent, where: 
it is reported to be admitted in the commons houſe 
of parliament ;— that if a burgeſs be made mayor 
of a town, having thereby judicial juriſdiction, that 
that is ſufficient to ſend forth a new writ for a new 
choice. 

Hereupon by ſome is was ed that they 
conceived mayors - to be- within the equity of the 
ſtatute of the 23d of Henry VIII. inhibiting the 
election of ſheriffs &c. 

By ſome the great incorivenience was urged, that 
mayors, to whom the writs were directed, ſhould 
be returned burgeſſes, ſeeing, for the moſt part, 
their power was ſuch as they might procure them- 
felves to be choſen. 

_ By others a difference was taken ; if the mayor 
ele& procure himſelf to be choſen, then with good 
zealon doth he ſtand incapable, but if he be freely 
and indifferently choſen, or elected a burgeſs of an- 
other borough, whereof he is not mayor, that then 
he may be lawfully returned, and ficly admitted 
to be a member of the houſe. 

By a third, the point was moderated, that for 
ſuch members of this houſe as, upon the returns did 
appear to be mayors, new writs might preſently 
ine, by warrant under the hand of Mr. Speaker, in 
the name of the ſaid houſe, for a new election ac- 
cording to the uſual form; intimating that with- 
out that, before the execution of the ſaid writs, the 
time of their mayoralty would expire, and then the 
ſame members might ſtand and ſerve without ex- 
ception, at the next ſeſſion of this preſent parlia- 
ment. 

Howbeit, upon the whole matter, it was reſolv- 
ed and ordered, and the clerk of the ſaid houſe 
commanded to enter it accordingly, that from after 
the end of the preſent parliament, no mayor of 
any City, borough, or town corporate, ſhould be 
elected, returned, or allowed, to ſerve as mem- 
ber of this houſe ;; and if it did appear that any 
mayor were returned a burgeſs, that preſently a new 
writ ſhould be awarded for the choice of another 
in the room and place of the ſaid mayor ; and this 
to continue as an act and order of the houſe for 
If a mayor of a town be choſen ſhetilf of a coun- 
ty, then he may ſerve. 

Feb. 15, 1640. Reſolved, upon the queſtion, 
that the election of Mr. Dunch and Mr. 
Barker, to ſerve as burgeſſes for this borough is 
void; and that a warrant do iſſue forth under Mr. 
Speaker's hands, directed to the clerk of the Crown 
in chancery, for a new writ, for a new election of 
burgeſſes for the ſaid town. 

July 31, 1660. Sir Edward Turner reported, 
from the committee of privileges, the caſe upon 
the return for this borough, that upon the exami- 
nation of the fact it appeared to the committee, 
that Thomas Saunders, eſquire, who is returned to 


Se. orig, ſerve for this borough, W"_ with * (con- 


crning the welidiay: of. whole elefien-thers: is no 
no diſpute) had a greater number of voices than 
Sir Humphry: Bennet the petitioner; and that there- 
fore the committee are of opinion, the ſaid Mr. 
Saunders is. duly elected, and chat he do fir in the 

Nov. 2, 1680. A petition. of John Stone, ef- 

Ordered, that the faid petition be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. 

May 23, 1685. A petition of Richard Skinner 
and other inhabitants of this borough, complain- 
ing of the undue return of John Stone and John 
Holloway, efquires, as burgeſſes to ſerve in this 
preſent parliament for this borough. 

. Reſolved the ſaid petition be referred to the com- 
mittee of privileges, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame with their opinion. 

Jan. 22, 1688. A petition of John Dormer, eſ- 
quire, complaining of an undue return of members 
for this borough, to ſerve in this preſent con- 
vention. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, --> eee 
report the ſame, with their 

A petition of William Jennens, eſquire, com- 
plaining of a double return made of members to 
ſerve in this preſent convention for this borough. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


Feb. 21ſt, Colonel Bill from the ſaid 
committee upon the double of members to 


ferve in this preſent parkamefor this borough : 
hat there were three perſons who were candi- 
dates, Thomas Tipping, eſquire, William Jennens, 
eſquire, and John Dormer, eſquire. That the 
mayor made a double return, viz. of Mr. Tipping 
and Mr. Jennens in one certificate, and Mr. Tip- 
ping and Mr. Dormer in the other certificate. —— 
That it appeared, that of the poll Mr. Jennens had 
94 voices, and Mr. Dormer 87, all which were 
charged in the books to church and poor. 

That Mr. Dormer's counſel alledged, he had 37 
more good voices, which the mayor refuſed to ad- 
mit to the poll; but theſe 37 were ſuch as did nor 
receive alms, nor pay to the church and poor. 

That it was proved by ſeveral witneſſes, that 
the right of election was in thoſe that pay ſcot and 
lot to the church and poor, and no inſtance could 
be produced to the contrary, except in 1659, and 
then it was by conſent of the candidates. That 
it was proved, that the mayor and corporation met 
on Monday, the day before the election, and all 
the three candidates were preſent at the fame time ; 
when the uſage was declared, that none, but ſuch 
as paid ſcot and lot, viz. fuch as paid to the church 
and poor, had right of election: and thereupon an 
order was made by the corporation, that thoſe on- 
ly ſhould be admitted, who are charged to the 
church and poor; and all the three candidates were 
ſatisfied, and agreed thereto. 

That it was alſo proved to the committee, that 
at the time of the election, ſeveral ſoldiers did re- 
turn back to the town, though they were before or- 
dered to march out, to prevent all diſturbances in 
the election; which ſoldiers, as proved by di- 
vers witneſſes, did make great menaces to the 
mayor, in caſe he did not return Mr. Dormer, 
ſome of them threatning to cut off his cars, and 

to 
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to burn his houſe: — . ——— 
was induced to make a double return. 
That upon the whole matter de amm. r- 


ſolved, 


1. That the. fight of cleftion ef urine" 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in the inha- 
bitants of the Ann 
the church and poor and no others. 8 

2. That William Jennens, eſquire, is duly de- 
. goat gan 

borough. 


this 

The ſaid reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe. _ -: 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of William Danch, ef 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the cleftiom of 


| burgeſſes to ſerve in parliament for this borough, 


the petitioner, William Jennens, Richard Hade, 
and Thomas Renda, eſquires, were candidazrs, 
when the petitioner was choſen by the majority of 
legal electors: but the mayor of this borough hath 
falſly returned the ſaid Mr. Jennens and Mr. 


Renda; and the mayor, and others, did uſe feveral 
illegal practices in violation of the rights of the fad 


borough : and praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee uf 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, amd 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Nov. 2, 1706. A petition of Thomas Renda, 


borough, William Jennens, Clement Kent, Richard 
Hide, eſquires, and the pezifigrier, were candi- 


dates : that Mr. Kent 


ie borrufc praftices of 


Ordered, that it be referred to che comminee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, amd 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 1, 1708. A paitiea of Educ Leigh, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that on the 22d day 
of February, an election came on for a member wo 
ſerve for this borough in the room of William 
Jennens, eſquire, deceaſed ; at which the peritioner 
was duly choſen by a majority of qualified vones, 
and was returned by the rightful mayor and a num- 
ber of electors, to whom the return belonged ; but 
Mr. Blackall- an attorney, who got into poſſcfiion 
of that office, contrary to the charter, took upon 


him to return Thomas Renda, eſquire; and pray- 


eſquire, was read; 


ing &c. 

Ordered, chat ie be heard upon Saturday the 50 
day of May nent. 

Nov. 16, 1709. A petition of Edward Leigh, 
that the petitioner was 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent par- 
liament for this borough, in the room of , Wilkam 
Jennens, eſquire, deceaſed; and 'was returned by 


the rightful mayor, by indenture figned by kim 


and divers electors, to whom the return belong: 
but Mr. Richard Blackall, an attorney at law, gr 


into poſſeſſion of the ſaid office, and contrary wo 
the charter of the ſaid 


return Thomas Renda, eſquire, who-by divers ill 


practices is become the ſitting-member, in vialaien 
of the ſaid charter, and che. — right: and 
praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred obcke commias.of 
MEE n r 
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took upon him w - 
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- n4qtk. Ordered, that the : * be made 0. 
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ed, from the ſaid committre, CC 


dcin, as in appeared; viz 
That for the yericioner it was infiſed, that this 
borough is a borough by and that the 


righn of clefiide for the faid borough, is in the 
bang 2 12.9" xn urcaggegaeeyy. a, 1 


— wed dad petitioner, 
was produced a copy of the reſolution of the par- 


Chacks IL in the 25h yeas of his reign, __ 
amongſt other dings, is the following clauſe. 
+ We will, and by theſe preſents do for us, our 
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1 
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1 
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though they ved out of the faid borough ; but 
mind, i was withim theſe g or 4 years : 

the commuattee reſolved, 

1. That the right of electing of burgeſſes, 

ferve um for the faid borough, is i 

the mayor, aldermen, | bailiffs, and 18 aſſiſtants, 


K. 


ot 


Them the counſel for the petitioner delivered in 
a copy of the poll, whereby the numbers appeared 
w be Far Mr. Renda, 78. 


For Mr. Leigh, 54. 
befades 9 which were entered in the poll ſpecially, 


privileges and deRtons, to examine 12 — of whach 7 were called * clobcur” votes. One, viz. 


Thomas 


The Borough of WALLINGFORD. 


and Thomas Child were left out ar making of the 


rate, and inſerted at the veſtry in January, and the 
election was in February after. 


As to ſplit votes, Buckland ſaid, Norton lived in 
a divided houſe; but it had been fo 20 years: 
Woodroff and Applegarth have done fo four or 
five years, but pay rates, and the latter is now con- 

le. 

Maxey ſaid, he ſaw Mrs. Naſh give Weſt 5s. fay- 
ing, what would you give me for this money in 
** Caſe you vote not for Mr. Renda?” and he an- 
ſwered © ten pounds; and it was fe: down in writ- 
ing; and Maxey witneſſed it. 

Mr. Muſſage faid, that ſome money was given to 
Weſtall's daughter, but knows cor how much, or 
for what : 

That no evidence was given for Mr. Renda, it 
being inſiſted, - that the petitioner's evidence was 
for Renda's advantage; and called only three wit- 
neſſes as to indirect practices on Mr. Leigh's 
ſide. 

Mr. Penn ſaid, he heard Mr. Wiggins proclaim 
at the Croſs, he would lend any perſon from 51. 
to 40 l. for 1 er 6 months wichour inc: ſt 

Paxr II. 


if they would vote for Mr. Leigh; though he 
owned, Mr. Wiggins was difturbed in his head. 


Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 
2. That Thomas Renda, eiquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this borough. 

The faid two reſulutions, being twice read, were 


_ agreed unto by the houſe. 


March 31, 1714. A petition of Henry Grey, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 
this borough, in the room of the honourable Simon 
Harcourt, eſquire, who made his election for 
in the faid county ; the petitioner and 
Thomas Renda, eſquire, were candidates; that the 
mayor did, before and at the faid election, uſe ſeve- 
ral lllegal practices, as excluding the pariſh of St. 
Leonard, and a great number of the pariſh of St. 
Peter's in the faid in prejudice of the 
petitioner, who had a majority and ought to have 
been returned in the room of the ſaid Thomas Ren- 
da: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and ciettions, to examine the matter, and 
the ſame, with their 
15. A petition of Richard Bigg, 
3 ſhewing, that at the laſt elec- 
this borough, the petitioner, Edmund 
Thomas Rends, and William Hucks, eſ- 


0 


report 


to 
8 
LI 


Hats 
; 
18 
3H: 
. 
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with Chriſtopher Crooke, junior, John 
James Bennet, Richard Payne, and others, 
by bribery, promiſes, &c. procure 
of votes for the ſaid Mr. Hucks, 
have voted for the petitioner and Mr. 
Renda ; r means the ſaid Mr. Hucks is 
returned, though the had the legal 
majority; and that the faid Mr. Hucks is not 
qualified to fir : and praying &c. 


- 


F 


May 18th. Ordered, leave to withdraw the ſaid 


Dec. 11, 1719. A petition of Gilbert Douglaſs, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that by the death of 
Edward Dunch, eſquire, there being a vacancy of a 
burgeſs for this borough, the petitioner was pro- 
poſed as a candidate to ſerve as burgeſs for the 
faid borough ; and upon the firſt of this inſtant 
December, the faid election coming on, the peti- 
tioner had a conſiderable number of legal votes in 


Ordered, that it be heard at the bar of the houſe 
on the 19th of January next. 

Jan. 15. Ordered, leave be given to withdraw 
the faid petition. 

October 25, 1722. A petition of John Dor- 
mer of Aſcott, in the county of Oxford, was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioner and Tho- 
mas Renda were candidates to ſerve for mem- 
bers in parliament for this borough, and the peti- 
tioner would have had a myority of votes, had w_ 
F ff 
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the honourable George Parker, eſquire, and Wil- 
liam Hucks, eſquire, by bribery and other illegal 
practices, procured themſelves to be returned in 
wrong to the petitioner: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, with their Opinion. | 

Nov. 7th. Ordered, leave be given to withdraw 
the ſaid petition. 


WAREHAM. 


HIS borough is ſituate within the county of 
- Dorſet. It returned members to parliament 
in the zoth of Edward I. In the ad of Henry V. 
they were choſen by deputation from the borough 


See the re. in the county-court, as appears by the indenture 


turn ſor 


the coun- for the county of that year, The more modern 


ty. 


memoirs, in regard to the election, do not appear 
till ſince the reſtoration; after which time are 

May 16, 1661. Serjeant Charleton reported from 
the double return for this borough, that George 
Pitt, and Robert Culliford, eſquires, are returned 
in one indenture, and the faid Mr. Pitt and Robert 
Lawrence, eſquire, in another indenture, by the 
burgeſſes: and the opinion of the committee, that 
Mr. Culliford ought to ſit, till the merits of the 
cauſe touching the election be determined: whereto 
the houſe agreed. 

March 23, 1690. A petition of Thomas Skynner, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, 
with colone] Erle, were duly elected burgeſſes by 
the majority of the poll for this borough : bur yet, 
notwithſtanding, the preſent mayor hath made a 
return of Mr. Okeden and the faid colonel Erle, in 
prejudice of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


rt the fame, with their opinion. 

OR. 6th. Another petition of the ſaid Thomas 
Skynner, eſquire, (the ſame in ſubſtance with the 
former) was read. . 

* Ordered; that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

rt the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 22d. Mr. Grey reported the matter upon 
the ſaid petition, as follows. — That the right of 
election was agreed to be in all the inhabitants of 
this borough, paying ſcot and lot, and in the free- 
holders of the ſaid 

Combes delivered in a poll, which, he ſaid, he 


took for the petitioner,” wherein the numbers were 


For Mr. Skynner, 93. 
For Mr. Okeden, 94. 

For Mr. Okeden, Guy ſaid, he took a poll 
by direction of the mayor, in which the numbers 
were For Mr. Skinner, 86. | 

For. Mr. Okeden, 56. 
That 19 of the petitioner's voters were queried, 
and 5 for Mr. Okeden ; and the petitioner refuſing 
them off on both fides, and ſo Mr. Okeden had a 
m ajority. 97 mein a8. 

That ſeveral exceptions were made to the voices 
for both, wherein the ' witneſſes: contradicted one 
Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

That William: Okedeny eſquire, was duly elected 


a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 


. 

8 , ee unto 
March 29, 1717. Ordered 2a warrara 
writ for electing 


OR. 18, 1722. A petition of George Put, cf. 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members to ſerve in parliament for this 


ger Seward, | 


gelte, 

was read; 

bers to ſerve i 

George Pitt,] and Sir 

— — 
5 for the faid : 


berty to be then preſent, to preſerve their rights and 
2 o'clock in the afternoon; at 
which time the petitioners went in a orderly 
manner to the place adjourned to, bot TG 
to the ſerjcant at mace to read the mati 


being 8 _— 
to the deſtruction of the rights and privileges of the 


eso. 
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The' Borongh of "WARWICK. 


Ordered, that the faid petitions be referred to the 
committee of pri and elections, to examine the 
and report th FEY” GEN n e 


WARWICK Borough. 


HIS bowegh is the chicf boroogh in ths 
county of this \name. It was a borough at 


the time of the general ſurvey ; and returned bur- 
geſſes to parliament in the 23d year of King Ed- 
ward the firſt. Mr. Prynne's liſt begins the 26th 

of. that reign. It hath been ſince made a mayor- 
town by Queen Mary. The burgeſſes were choſen 

by deputation in the county- court, in the th and 
a,“ 72h of Edward the fourth: after which, I meet 
. 58. with no memoirs of is election before the reign of 


reach King Charles, when it is firſt mentioned in the 


b Journals ; of which, and other ſubſequent matters 
z-zzn relating to the ſubject, I am enabled to ſet down 
+ theſe following. 
— — 1625. Sir Thomas Puckering defivereth 
a petition from this 
May 31, 1628. Mr. Hackwill from 
the committee for privileges &c. the caſe for this 
borough whether the eleftion to be 
made by the mayor and common-council, or by the 
commons in general. That a petition produced, 
whereby 200 commoners diſclaim to have any right 
of election: But that refuſed to be accepted by 
the committee ; becauſe, if but one commoner ap- 
Upon queſtion, the right of election for this 
to the commonalty. 2. That Sir 
Robert Grevyll, and Mr. Francis Lucy, unduly 
elected. 3. That a new writ do iſſue for a new 
Choice in their room. 
Feb. 16, 1640. Ordered, that the clerk of the 
Crown do bring the ſeveral indentures of return, and 


town 


the certificates and writs that concern the election for 


the town of Warwick, to the houſe to-morrow 
morning ; that upon the view of them all, the 
houſe may judge which of the parties is legally re- 
turned. 


r7th. Ordered, that the order yeſterday made, 
requiring the clerk of the Crown to bring in the in- 
dentures concerning the election for this town, do 
ſtill continue, and ſtand in force. 

18th. Reſolved, upon the queſtion, that Godfrey 
Boſevile, eſquire, ſhall fit as a member of this houſe 
for this town, till his election be farther queſtioned 


and determined; and that all indentures, writs and 


certificates, be taken off the file, except that inden- 


ture, which was returned the bailiffs to the 
1 7 the petitioner, were refuſed ; and many other cor- 


ſheriff. 


March 24, 1689. A petition of Richard Booth, 


and James Booth, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 
the petitioners were duly elected for this town and 
borough : but the mayor, by indirect means, refu- 
fing divers to poll that rendered themſelves fo to do 
for the petitioners, hath returned the honourable 
William Lord Digby, and William Colemore, eſ- 
quire, in prejudice of the petitioners : and praying 
they may be admitted into this honourable houſe. 
Ordered, that the conſideration thereof be refer- 
red to the committee of privileges and elections, to 


examine the matter, and report the ſame, with their 


ini 5 
Dec. 21ſt, 1710. A petition of the honourable 


Algernon Greville, 2 was preſented to the 
houſe, relating to the late election for this bo- 


rough ; 


Clerk of the Crown, 


| table, until the certificate be b 


And the houſe taking notice, that there is not 
any certificate come to the clerk of this houſe, of 
any return upon the ſaid election, brought in to the 


Ordered, that the ſaid petition do lie upon the 
rought in. 

Jan. 2. The houſe being informed, that the cer- 
tificate of the return for this e was brought 
in, 

The petition of the honourable Algernon Gre- 
ville (which was ordered to lie upon the table) was 
read ; ſhewing, that the honourable Charles Leigh, 
elquire, by treating after the teſte of the writ, and 
by bribery, and other indirect practices, procured 
himſelf to be elected and returned for this borough, 
to the petitioner's prejudice, who was one of the 
candidates: and praying relief in the premiſſes. 

Ordered, that it be referred to thè committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of divers of the principal burgeſſes of 
this borough, in behalf of themſelves and others, 
was read; ſhewing, that the honourable Charles 
Leigh, eſquire, by bribery, and other undue prac- 
tices, hath procured himſelf to be elected and re- 
turned a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough, in prejudice of the petitioners right : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 3o, 1715. A petition of Joſeph Moxon, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing. that at the election for 
this borough, the candidates were Doddington Gre- 
vill, and William Colemore, eſquires, together with 
the petitioner : that by the arbitrary proceedings 
and indirect practices of the mayor, the ſaid Dod- 
dington Grevill, and William Colemore, eſquires, 
procured themſelves to be returned, in wrong to the 
petitioner, who had a majority of legal votes, and 
in violation of the rights and privileges of the ſaid 
borough : and praying &c. 

Ordered it to be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter of the ſame, with their opinion. 

Dec. 6, 1722. A petition of Henry Delves, was 
read; ſhewing, that for electing a burgeſs to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, in the room of 
William Colemore, eſquire, deceaſed, Sir William 
Keyte, baronet, and the petitioner were candidates : 
that many perſons were admitted to poll for the faid © 
Sir William Keyte, who had no right to vote, when 
others who had a right, and offered to vote for 


rupt and illegal practices were made uſe of, by and 
on the behalf of the ſaid Sir William Keyte, in 
order to procure him to be elected; and who is 
returned, in prejudice of the petitioner : and pray- 
ing &c. ; 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that it be heard by the committee, cn 
the 22d day of Jan. next. 

Jan. 23. The houſe being informed, that the 
committee of privileges and elections did yeſterday, 
purſuant to the order of the houſe, proceed upon the 
hearing of the ſaid petition, but did not go through 
the ſame. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid committee do proceed this 
afternoon in the farther hearing of the ſaid * 

25 


25th. Ordered, that it be reported on Thurſday 
2 Mr. Gibbon reported the matter of the ſaid 


petition. 

AN ORCS dT. 7 
ſhould make a majority for the petitioner, by tak- 
ing from the fitting-member's poll and adding to 
the petitioner's : and that they ſhould make good 
the other allegations in the petition, but ſhould not 


on thoſe other unleſs they were 
forced to it by the fitting-member's counſel. 

That the right of election was firſt controverted; 
and as to that, it was agreed on all ſides, that this 
borough is a borough by preſcription, and has time 
out of mind, ſent members to parliament. 

And the petitioner's counſel inſiſted, the right of 
election was in the commonalty ; viz. the inhabitants 
at | 

The fitting-member's counſel inſiſted, that the 
right of election is in ſuch perſons as pay ſcot and 
lot for houſes or lands within the borough, whether 
inhabitants or not. 

That on the petitioner's part, the laſt determina · 
tion of the houſe as to the right of election, was 
read. 

Ultimo Maii, 4 Ch. I. 1628. When it was reſolved, 
that the right of election for this town belonged to 
the commonalty ; and 

Robert Taylor being called, ſaid, he had long 
known this borough ; and had polled at the election 
there forty two years fince, when Mr. Booth was a 
candidate; and at that election all houſholders and 
freemen were polled without any objection, whether 
they payed ſcot and lot, or not; and he ſaid, ſeveral 
who polled then did not pay. 

That at the next election, about 30 years ſince, 
when Mr. Colemore was candidate, all houſholders 
and freemen voted : that ſeveral of them did not 
pay; and there was no talk of ſcotters and lotters 
then, nor till Mr. Booth came a ſecond time. 

Being farther examined, he ſaid, that at the ſaid 
election, when Mr. Colemore was candidate, none 
but ſcotters and lotters were polled by the mayor. 
The copies of the following returns were produced, 
16 Jan. 1700, 22 June 1702, 1ſt May 1708, 4 Oct. 
1710. All which are thus: burgenſes et inbabitantes 


turgi elegerunt. 
itioner”'s counſel inſiſted, that the poll- 


And the 
i ſcotters and lotters only, were contrary to the 
rights of the borough, and not agreeable to the 
ſaid reſolution of the houſe. 

That the fitting-member's counſel urged, that the 
word © commonalty” in that reſolution, has always 


been underſtood to mean ſuch perſons only, who paid 


to church and poor : and that the conſtant uſage 


ever ſince that reſolution, now near 100 years, has 


been, to poll ſuch perſons only, and no others : and 
they called | 

William Colemore, eſquire, who ſpoke for 60 
years paſt; during all which time, he ſaid, none was 
ever polled at any eleftion, but thoſe who paid to 
church and poor. That all others, whether freemen 
or inhabitants, if they paid not to church and poor, 
were refuſed ; and thoſe who lived out of the bo- 
rough, were always admitted to vote: that he hath 
been ſeveral times choſen member of parliament for 
this borough; and whenever was candidate, 
the mayor did not admit any to poll, who did not 
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after the mayor had cloſed his poll of ſconters and 


He confeſſed, the inhabitants who did not pay ſcot 
and lot, had often demanded to be polled, bur ſaid, 


that no mayor had ever, in the time of his memory, 


admitted any to poll who did not pay : and that the 
rule and conſtant uſage has been, to go by the 
poor's rates, with which the pariſh-offieers always 
attend at the eleftion ; and none in his time were 
ever polled who were not in theſe rates. 

Mr. Lane ſaid, that he had known the borough 
30 years, and had been twice mayor; only once 
when an eleftion happened ; that none was polled by 
him, nor by any other mayor, that he knew of, but 
ſuch as paid to church and poor; and ſuch as paid, 
though they lived out of the borough, were never 
refuſed or diſputed. 

That at the preſent election, not above two or 
three of the inhabitants who did not pay ſcot and 
lot, came to demand to be polled ; and they were 
drunk and not minded. 

Upon the whole the committee reſolved, 

1. That the right of election of burgeſſes to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in ſuch per- 
ſons only who pay to church and poor, within the 
ſaid borough. 

That the counſel being acquainted there with, the 
petitioner's counſel admitted the fitting-member had 


a majority upon that footing : whereupon the com- 
mittee reſolved, 

2. That Sir William Keyte, baronet, is duly 
elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. | 

The firſt reſolution being read a ſecond time, it 
was propoſed to leave out the words, ** ſuch perſons 
only as pay to church and poor in;” and inſtead 
thereof to inſert the words, the © inhabitants of: 
which was diſagreed to. 

And the bathe, crrrt whh the commiens 
in the ſaid firſt reſolution. 


The ſecond reſolution being read twice, was 


agreed to by the houſe. 
WARWICKSHIRE. 


HIS county is ſituate in the midland part 

of this kingdom: and, IT apprehend, has 
been repreſented in parliament from the 22d of 
Edward the firſt. I meet with no particulars rc- 
lating to the right of election, or conteſts in parlia- 
ment upon that account, before the Reformation 5 
after which, the Journals afford theſe f 

March 20, 1627. It is ordered, that the ſheriff 
of this county ſhall be forthwith ſent for by the 
ſerjeant at arms attending upon this houſe, by war- 
rant to him to be directed under Mr. Speaker's 
hand, for not returning the knights of the ſhire, 
who have long ſithence been elected. 

Nov. 9, 1640. The humble petition of the free- 
holders of this county read, and the miſdemeanour 
of the high-ſheriff of the ſaid county, therein com- 
plained of, being averred to be true by Mr. Combe, 
a member of the houſe, it was thereupon ordered, 

That George Warner, eſquire, high-ſheriff of 
the ſaid county, ſhall be ſent for, as a delinquent, to 
anſwer his miſdemeanors to the houſe. 

Dec. 2. Mr. George Warner, ſheriff of this 
county, who was formerly complained of in this 


houſe, 
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Sir Richard's life ; and after ſuch diſcouraging prac- 
- tices uſed, the ſaid ſheriff hath returned Andrew 
whereupon he was ſent for as a delinquent, by the Archer, and William Bromley, eſquires, in preju- 
ſcrjeant at arms attending on this houſe, did this day dice of the petitioners : and praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


id hi privileges and ele&ions, to examine the matter, and 

the miſdemeanors he had committed in refuſing to report the ſame, with their opinion. 

go on with the poll, when it was defired at the ; | 

election of the knights of the ſhire for the ſaid WELLS. 

county ; to which, when he had anſwered, he was 

bid to withdraw. And it was by the houſe TEIs c is firuate within' the county of So- 
Reſolved, that Mr. Warner, for this his offence, merſet : and became ſo, as I apprehend, by ſet- 

be the Tower, tling of the biſhop's ſee at this place. It hath ſent , Rey, 
I be fined members to parliament from the 26d of Edward the 1; 1- 

100 l. ſubmiſſion here, firſt, who were choſen in the county- court in the zee S. 

ſuch as make the 2d of Henry the fifth: but in the 12th and 19th of f- 

like at ; Edward the fourth, it appears by the indenture— 1. 
Mr. and kneeling at the major et communitas unanimi aſſenſu et conſenſu elegerunt in Apea- 

bar, Mr. againſt c. The ſubſequent memoirs, and determinations = 

him ingly. upon the right of election, in the Journals, are 1. 
Upon the queſtion, for the queſtion of making theſe. 

void the- election for the knights of this county, Nov. 27, 1680. A petition of John Hall, eſquire, 

whether there ſhould be two queſtions made of it or concerning the election for this borough, having 

ONE, 


It was reſolved, that there ſhould be two. 


of the ſhire for this county, is void. 
2. That the election of the Lord Compton for 
one of the knights for this county, is void. 
Ordered, that a warrant be iſſued forth under Mr. 


eleftion for this county, be made to-morrow morn- 
ing at 10 o'clock. 

3d. Ordered to be made on Wedneſday next at 
10 o'clock : but never made. 
April 2, 1690. A petition of the frecholders of 
| this county was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt elec- 
tion for two knights of the faid county, to ſerve in 
parliament, Sir John Burgoyn, and Sir Richard 
Newdigate, were duly choſen ; but the high-ſheriff, 
to fruſtrate ſuch election, ſuffered divers abuſes and 
wregularitics to be committed thereat, not only in 
the beating and wounding ſeveral that came to vote 
for Sir John Burgoyn and Sir Richard Newdigate, 
RP even to the hazard of 

Axr II. 


been lodged with the committee, Mr. Treby report- 
ed from the ſaid committee, that they having taken 
the matter into conſideration, had agreed upon two 
reſolves; viz. 

That Edward Berkley, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

That John Hall, eſquire, is duly elected a burgeſs 
to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this bo- 
rough. 

Which, being twice read, were agreed unto by 
the houſe : and the return was ordercd to be a- 
mended, 

May 25, 1685. A petition of Harry Brydges, 
eſquire, touching the election for this city or bo- 
was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 24, 1690. A petition of William Coward, 
eſquire, was read; ſne wing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected for this city or borough, by the majo- 
rity of legal voters, and ought to have been return- 
ed: yet that notwithſtanding, Mr. John Davis, 
mayor there, hath returned Edward Berkley, and 
Hopton Wyndham, eſquires, contrary to the duty 
of his place, in prejudice to the petitioner, and 
right of the burgeſſes and freemen and inhabitants 
of the ſaid city: and praying &c. 

A petition of Peter Gallop, and others, the ma- 
jority of the burgeſſes, freemen, and inhabitants of 
this city or borough, was read; thereby ſhewing, 
that the petitioners, and above 140 more of the 
burgeſſes and legal voters of the ſaid borough, did 
duly elect William Coward eſquire, and John Hall, 
eſquire, at the laſt election there, who ought to have 
been returned : yet that notwithſtanding, the mayor, 
contrary to his duty, hath returned Edward Berkley 
and Hopton Wyndham, eſquires ; whereas Mr. 
Berkley had not above 100, and Mr. Wyndham 
had not above 80 legal voices: which ſaid proceed- 
ings of the mayor are illegal, and tend to the vio- 
lation of the liberties of the ſaid borough, and of 
the petitioners. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid petitions be referred to the 
committee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opinion, 

Nov. 26, 1695. A petition of Harry Brydges, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that this borough ſends 

6g g members 


212 


The Guy WII 


members to parkament by the cleion of all the 
inhabitants ; and the petitioner and Mr. Seren 
Coward were duly elected by the majority of the 
rightful voters, and ought to have bern returned as 
members accordingly ; but the mayor hath recurnod 
Edward Berkley, eſquire, in wrong of the petitioner : 
and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and cleftions, to examine the matter, and 
report the fame, with their opinion. 

Feb. 13. Ordered, that the report be receive} on 


burgeffes and inhabitants, paying ſcot and lot. 
For Mr. Berkley it was infiſted, that the right of 


For the petitioner were called Phelp, and others ; 
who faid, that at the laſt election, 2 poll was taken 
on behalf of all the freemen of this town, and the 
poor's book was brought : that a little after the 
precept was read, he (Phelp) being a freeman, and 


——— 
ed 2 poll - that only one burgeſs voted for the pe- 
mms bur A 


was elected in the ſame manner. 


and aſterwurde they ade - 26 the cm- 

council-houſe, where the indentures were ſcaled. 

ſeveral returns: — 1 Phil. of Mar. -— ; bury 

de Welles, et burgenſes cju/dem — — 

Elia. — magiſter, et burgenſts elegernnt — 44 Eliz. 1 

— 3 Car. 15 Car. 13 25 Car. H. Mayor, maſters, 
and burgeſſes, elected. 


Fryer, aged 68, ſaid, he knew Sir Ralph Hopton 
and Mr. Baker elected (before the war broke out) 
by the mayer, maſters, and burgefles : and he be- 
lieves he was preſent at Mr. Hall's election, who 


r cemminee. cofblead,,. 

1. That the right of elcting citizens to ſerve in 
parliament for this city, is only in the mayor, 
maſters, and burgeſſes, of the ſaid city. | 

That Edward Berkley, eſquire, ia duly elected 
2 citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this city : which, being twice read, RA Ay 
the houſe. 

Mareh 30, 1715. A pttition of Willem Coward, 
and William Piers, eſquires, was read z ſhewing, 
that at the election for this city, Thomas Horner, 
and Maurice Berkley, eſquires, together with the 


petitioners 
. were duly choſen by a majority of legal votes ; but 


Jacob Worrall, mayor, did debar ſeveral perſons, 
from voting for the petitioners ; 


legally qualified, 
and did admit ſeveral others, not legally qualified, 


to give their votes; whereby, and other indirect 
practices of the ſaid ... . . . Thomas Horner, and 


Maurice Berkley, eſquires, procured themſelves to 


be returned, in prejudice of the petitioners, who 


| ought to have been returned: and praying, &c. 


- Ordered it de referred to che cemmittee of pri 


, and did admit ſeveral perſons 
vote id Thomas Horner, and Mautice 
, eſquires, who were not legally qualified 
ich, and other indirect practices, they procured 
id Thomas Horner, and Maurice Berkley; eſ- 
quires, to be returned, — — 
1 and praying bec:. . 115 
ee ee eee 
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tions on the 1.8th of April ner. 
May 24, 2716. Ordered the report be made on 


Wedneſday next. 
goth. Mr. Hampden reporned From the cad com- 


mittee, the matter of the ſaid eteftion, - } 


That the commince had examined the matzer of 
For Mr. Horner 240? 7 
For Mr. Berkley 43+ 
For Mr. Coward | = 
Tha che dye of chtios-was agreed to be. in 


er nds * 


But 
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To prove what the petitioners ein alledged, 
that the commonalty of Wells have aright of vot- 
ing, whether ſworn or not, 

* rr of the 18th of February 1695, was 
read. 


When the queſtion contended for was, whether 
the right of election was in the mayor, maſters, and 
and inhabitants paying ſcot and lot, or in 
the mayor, maſters, and burgeffes, only. 

And it was refolved by the commintee, and agreed 
to by the houſe, that the right of election is only in 
the mayor, maſters, and burgeſſes of the faid city. 

The petitioners counſel produced nine returns. 

1 Marie—magiſter ctvitatis, et eñuſdem communitas, 
elegerunt duos burgenſes et cives. 

26 & 30 Ex. — magiſter, el c tar, elegrrunt 
burgenſes. 

43 Eliz. et 1 & 15 Car. — major, magiſtri, et bur- 
genſes, elegerunt duos civitatis five burgi. 

1 Fac. II. major, aldermanni, et burgenſes, elegerunt 
burgenſes crvitat. froe burgi. 

2 Willielm et Mariz — mayor, maſter, and bur- 
geſſes elected two citizens, or burgeſſes. 

1 Anne—major, magiſtri, et burgenſes eleger. duos 
cives civitat. ue burgi. Alſo 

31 El. — A charter of incorporation reciting, 
that civitas, foe burgus de Wells was villa antiqua, and 
had ancient franchiſes and privileges ; all which is 
confirmed by this charter, and an incorporation is 
created for the future, and a common-council is 
appointed to conſiſt of a mayor, maſters, and chief 
burgeſſes, in number twenty-four, who have power 
to make ordinances and by-laws, and they and 
their officers to be choſen by them, are required 
to take an oath for the due execution of their 
offices; from whence the peritioners counſel infer- 

it this was the firſt riſe of their oath ; and 


To add fifcy-fix S who ten- 
diered their votes for Mr. Coward and Mr. Piers, 
was proved, they were all members of ſome of 
panies within the town ; were reſident, and 
there: that fix of them had been 
maſters, and thirty-cight wardens of their compa- 
nies.” That near forty of them did, at different 
times before this election, ſeverally go to the mayor's 
and there demanded of him to be ſworn 
: and that forty-four, viz. twenty-eight of 
the fame perſons, and fixteen others, did after join 
in a petition, directed to the common- council for 
the ſame purpoſe, claiming it as their right by ſer- 
vitude, or by their having been admitted into the 
companies before-mentioned. 

Dat. 30 September 1714. The petitioners counſel 
produced an ordinance under the corporation- ſeal, 
revoking a former ordinance ; that the maſters = 
wardens of companies ſhould be burgeſſes, which 
had been found inconvenient ; and "of the ſuture, 


conſtituting they may be burgeſſes, or not; and 
from hence they inferred, chat before this time, the 
maſters and wardens were burgeſſes 

30 September 1712. Another ordinance of the 
common; council is entered in the town-books ; that 
every inferior burgeſs ſhall be nominated, choſen, 
elected and made by the mayor, maſters, and chief 
burgeſſes of the common - cduncil, at their convo- 
cations or common aſſemblies, in the ſame manner 
as they were, and had been, for twenty years paſt, 

2 


and by nv other petſon or perſons, hor in any other 


manner wharſoever. 


And there is a penalty annexed of 100 l. upon 
the mayor ad4mitting, and 501. upon the perſon 
2 freedom in any other manner; and all 


elections of inferior burgeſſes to the contrary are 
made void. 


The ordinance recites this way of admittance was, 
the ancient uſage and cuſtom of the town ; and that 
an ancient ordinance for the ſaid purpoſe had been 
loſt or deſtroyed by the alterations made in the 
corporation in the times of King Charles and King 
James the ſecond. 

The petitioners counſel complained of this ordi- 
nance as an uſurpation; whereby the common- 
council of the corporation had engroſſed to them- 
ſelves the whole power of the borough, to the pre- 
judice of the perſons who have a right to free-. 
dom ; which right ought not to be controverted 
by the common-council, 

The petitioners counſel objected to ſixty of the 
firtmg-members voters for non-reſidency, 

It was proved, they were not reſident, but were 
ſeveral years ago ſworn burgeſſes ; had voted in 
former elections, but were objected to in 1710, as 


being honorary burgeſſes; and one of them had 
ferved in parliament for this city, 

The fitting-members counſel inſiſted, the right 
was in the community or ſele& body, and not in 
the commonalty : to be of which community, it is 
neceſſary to take the common burgeſſes oath, accord- 
ing to the ancient and conſtant uſage, as well before 
as ſince the charter. This, they ſaid, was in great 
meaſute proved on the petitioners part, and refer- 
ring to what had been offered ; to which they added 
the following evidence. 

Twelve returns to parliament ; three before the 
charter; viz. 1 Mari — magiſter et co'itas elegerunt. 

11 et 2 Phil. et Mariæ, et 14 Eliz.—magiſter et bur- 
genſes elegerunt, And nine returns after the charter; ; 
viz. 

39 et 43 Eliz. 1 Jac. 3 et 15, Car. et 13 Car. II. 

Six returns: major, magiſtri, et burgenſes elegerunt. 


25 et 31 Car. Il. —Two returns: mayor, maſters, 


and burgeſſes elected; being the major part of the 
burgeſles, citizens, and electors. 

7 Ath.c—major, magiftri, et burgenſes elegerunt. 

To prove the antiquity of ſwearing the burgeſſes, 
and that it did not, come in with the charter, the 
form of their oath is recorded in the town-books, 
in the reigns of Queen Mary, Queen Elizabeth, and 
King James the firſt. 

The fitting-members counſel inſiſted, that admiſ- 
ſions into any of the companies, gives freedom to 
exerciſe trades ; but a burgeſs-ſhip carries with it 
farther privileges and peculiarly exemptions from 
inferior offices; for which they anciently paid fines ; 
and by the conſtitution cannot have burgeſs- hip, 
but by admiſſion at the Eonvocations of mayor, 
maſters, and burgeſſes, in common-council : and 
ſeveral ancient entries were read in the town- books, 
of admiſſions at ſuch convocations, and gifts given, 
and fines paid for the burgeſs-ſhip in the reigns of 
Queen Mary, Queen Elizabeth, King James the 
firſt, and in ſubſequent reigns : and it appears, that 
freedom had been once refuſed ; and in ſeveral in- 
ſtances of it was granted upon a ſecond or third 

uon. 

And it was alledged by the counſel, if this ancient 
and uninterrupted uſage be inverted, this town will be 
in the utmoſt confuſion, and want perſons to ſerve 
inferior offices. 


And 
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convocations, or aſſemblies of mayor, maſter, or 
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And it was proved by Mr. William Sage, and 
Mr. John Gutch, the town-clerk, the firſt of which 
ſpoke to forty years uſage, and the other fifteen : 
that in all their time, none ever voted but the may- 
or, maſters, and fworn-burgeſſes ; and that the 
common and conſtant has always been, 
that no others have right of voting, and no others 
pretended to vote till lately : and 

Mr, Gutch added, that ing to the conſti- 
tution of the town, and in all his time, all admiſ- 
ſions to burgeſs-ſhip muſt be, and have been at 
the common-hall, by vote of the majority of their 


burgeſſes, being of the common-council; and chat 
out of ſuch convocation, or at any other aſſembly, 
or by the mayor alone, none can be, or ever have 
been admitted in his time. He farther ſaid, the pe- 
n 

beforementioned, was not preferred at any ſuch 
nes, vr RES which is an 
aſſembly of a different nature from their convoca- 
tion; and ſaid, he never knew any ſuch petition of- 
fered at any ſuch ſeſſion before. 

It appeared by the journal of the year 1695. That 
in the then controverted election, Richard Fryer, 
aged fixty-cight years, and who is ſince dead, teſti- 
fied that he knew Sir Ralph Hopton and Mr. Ba- 
ker elected, before the war broke out, by the mayor, 
maſters, and burgeſſes, and believed he was preſent 
at Mr. Hall's election, and he was elected in the 
ſame manner. 

It was alſo proved by Mr. Trim, the then town- 
clerk, that three of the candidates declared they 
would be elected by the ſworn- burgeſſes, and the 
other candidate, the then petitioner, ſaid nothing, 


but polled as a burgeſs; and though there were a 


taken by the burgeſſes, or that uſe, claim, or chal- 


were candidates to ſerve in 


great many freemen preſent at the poll, and at the 
ſealing the return, their claim was not inſiſted on, 
but it was then proved on the other ſide, that the 
freemen had demanded a poll, and had ſigned a 


return for the petitioner. 


Upon the whole the committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of citizens to ſerve in 
parliament for this city, is in the mayor, maſters, 
and burgeſſes of the ſaid city. 

That Thomas Horner, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed a citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
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elected a citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this city, 


That William Coward, eſquire, is duly elected a 
citizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
ci 

That William Peirs, eſquire, is duly elected a citi- 
zen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this city. 

The faid reſolutions, being twice read, were 
agreed unto by rhe houſe. 

Reſolved, that the by-laws made by the govern- 
ing part of this corporation in 1712, pretending to 
inflict 1001. penalty on the mayor, that nominates 
or makes any burgeſs without the conſent of the 
major part of the corporation; and 50l. penalty on 
every burgeſs that takes the oath appointed to be 


lenge any freedom, plots read 
ſuch aſſent, is arbitrary and 

Ordered, the Rehm te de ned. 

Feb. 25, 1716. A petition of John Dodd, eſ- 
quire, was read ; ſhewing, that for this city, the 
petitioner, together with Thomas Horner, clquire, 
parliament for the ſaid 


_ city, or borough, in the place of William Coward, 


marter of the ſaid petition the 29th inſtant. 
April 8, 1717. Ordered, the report be received 
in to- morrow morning. 
gth. Ordered, that. it be received on Thurſday 
next. 
ne 


lows. 
That the right of election was Wan 
the mayor, maſters, and 
That the ſitting members counſel inſiſted, that 
it was neceſſary, that they ſhould be ſworn bur- 
geſtes, which was denied by the petitioner's, counſel, 


And the petitioner's counke cljetl — of 
God, and ae for rdiving alas. 


names are entered, that 182 of thoſe perſons 

jected to are not inſerted in thaſe books; and 

two of them live in the alms-houfe. . | 
Richard Thomas named five others, who, 


bur produced no evidence to that point. 
2 objeted bribery to the petitioner, and 


John Ganfield, who faid, be had two crowns 


petitioner and is one of his voters, told the witneſs 
in the hall that he had more money, and named 
ten or eleven guineas, to diſpoſe of, to get vates for 
the petitioner. 

That Thomas Bartlett ſaid Timothy Oxley gave 


him three guineas to vote for the petitioner. 

Being crofs-examined, be faid, he never. denied 
to Robert Thomas, John Read, or James Harvey, 
his having received any money for his.vote for the 
vey, being called on the petitioner's part averred. 
what he had for his vote for the petitioner, he ſo- 
lemaly denied he had any thing, and fwore to it; 
but owned, he had borrowed three guineas from 
Oxley, and has given his note for it; and Harvey 
added, that Ganfield had declared folemaly, chat 
as he hoped for falvation he never received a far- 
thing of any body for his yore. | 2 
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The committee reſolved, 

That Thomas Horner, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
ed a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this city. 

That John Dodd, eſquire, is duly elected a ci- 
tizen to ſerve in this preſent parliament, for this 


city. 

The ſaid reſolutions, being twice read, were agreed 
to by the houſe. 

Oct. 18, 1722. A petition of the honourable 
George Hamilton, eſquire, and William Piers, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that at the election for 


members to ſerve in parliament for this city, the 


petitioners with Thomas Edwards and Francis 
Gwyn, eſquires, were candidates: the petitioners 
were duly elected by a majority of legal votes, that 
Joſeph Luffeg eſquire, mayor of the ſaid city or 
borough, did refuſe ſeveral perſons legally qualified 
to vote, who tendered their votes for the petitioners, 
and did admit ſeveral to vote for the ſaid Mr. Ed- 
wards and Mr. Gwyn, who were not qualified to 
vote; and thereby, and other illegal practices, they 
| have procured themſelves to be returned for the ſaid 
city, in manifeſt prejudice 0 . and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the ———— 

ivi and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 29, 1723. Ordered to be reported on Thurſ- 
day. | 
May 2. Mr. Gybbon reported the matter of the 
ſaid election, as follows. 

The committee examined the merits of the election. 
That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
mayor, maſters, burgeſſes, and freemen of the ſaid 
city, but the qualification of the freemen was diſ- 
puted. It was agreed, that a perſon ſerving ſeven 

years ip to a freeman, or being the eld- 
eſt ſon of a burgeſa, born after his father's admiſ- 
ſion to burgeſs-ſhip, or marrying the daughter or 
widow of a burgeſs, was qualified to be a freeman. 

The petitioners counſel inſiſted, that all perſons 
having ſuch qualifications had a right to vote : But 
the ſitting-member's counſel inſiſted, that the con- 
ſent of the mayor and common-council was neceſ- 
ſary, previous to admiſſion to freedom, which was 
denied by the petitioner's counſel. 

To which point the following evidence was given 
on the petitioners part. 

The journal of the zoth of May, 1716, where 
it was reſolved by the houſe, 

That the by-law made by the governing part 
of this corporation, .in 1712, pretending to inflict 
100l. penalty on the mayor that nominates, or makes 
any burgeſs, without the conſent of the major part 
of the corporation, and 50 l. penalty on any burgeſs 
that takes the oath appointed to be taken by the 


burgeſs, or that uſe, claim, or challenge, any free- 


dom or "— 22% without ack allict, 
was 

Humphrey 22 maſter of the Taylors 
company, ſaid, he was admitted without the con- 
ſent of the corporation, that ſuch conſent was never 
aſked, nor was neceſſary; — That he was a ſworn 
burgeſs, and was of the corporation ſo long as he 
voted as they would-have him ; and when he would 
not, they turned him out of the common-council, 
but he remains a and came in by redem- 
ption, He ſaid, that all freemen admitted into 
any of the companies of the city had a right to vote, 
and voted during his time, whether they were ſworn 
ng ee i 
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geſs by the corporation before he is admitted of 
one of the companies; that the previous conſent 
of the mayor and common-council was not neceſ- 


ſary to any ſuch admiſſion ; this practice he ſpoke 


to of his own knowledge for forty years paſt ; and 


faid, that till lately there were no diſtinction made 
between freemen admitted into any of the com- 
panies and ſworn-burgeſſes, that both have the 
ſame privileges in all reſpects, and that the late 
attempts to confine the right of voting to ſworn- 
burgeſſes was looked upon by the people to be ar- 
bitrary and illegal. 

On the ſitting-members part. 

To prove that none could be admitted to bur- 
gels-ſhip, or to freedom of any of the city com- 
panies without previous conſent of the mayor and 
common-council z the following evidence was pro- 
duced ; viz. 

A charter of 31 Eliz. granting a power to the 
mayor and common-council to make laws and or- 
dinances, agreeable to the laws of the realm, for 
good government of the burgeſſes and inhabitants, 
and for direction of artificers, and otherwiſe for 
the public utility of the city ; and 

Several bodies of laws and ordinances made 
and eſtabliſhed by the mayor and common-council, 
purſuant to the ſaid charter, againſt admitting any 
perſons into any of the companies after named, 
without examination and proof before the govern- 
ing part of ſuch company of ſerving ſeven years 
apprenticeſhip ; and without preſenting ſuch perſons 
to the common-council, and having their conſent 
previous to ſuch admiſſion under penalties on the 
maſters and wardens of the companies, and declar- 
ing all admiſſions contrary thereto to be void; viz. 

March 22, 1649. The mercers company ratified 
by both juſtices of aſſize: 

Sept. 14, 1665. For the Taylors company &c, 
confirming the ordinances made 34 Eliz. 

Feb. 9, 1693. For better government of the 
tanners, glovers and butchers : 

Feb. 20, 1694. For the government of the clo- 
thiers, wool-combers, and ſtocking-makers, &c.: 

Aug. 14, 1707. For the cordwainers company : 


For the black-ſmiths, &c. hammermen : 

March 1, 1668. An order in the convocation- 
book of the city; that no maſter or wardens of 
any company, without firſt having approbation and 
allowance thereof from the mayor for the time be- 
ing ; and that the ſame be preſented by him to the 
common- council for their like conſent and appro- 
bation, upon pain of forfeiting for every offence 
208. and every admittance otherwiſe to be void: 

And divers inſtances in the corporation books 
were produced of application made to the common- 
council, for leave to be admitted into ſome of the 
companies; and giving ſuch leave; accordingly in 
the year 1669, 1672, 1687, 1694, 1695, 1707, and 
1719. the two laſt of which were the petitioners. 

Mr. John Gutch, who has been town-clerk, al- 
moſt 22 years and was born in the town, ſaid, that 
in all his time, the uſage has been for perſons to 
apply by themſelves, or ſome maſter of a company 
to the common-council, for leave to be admitted 
into the company, previous to ſuch admiſſion; and 
that all admiſſions without ſuch leave firſt had, are 
called clandeſtine admiſſions, and are looked upon 
to be illegal ; and that perſons having a right to 
freedom, make that right appear to the common- 
council before admiſſion or any leave for it. That 
ſome late admiſſions, though clandeſtine, have been 

H h h confirmed 
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regularly, leave of the common - oouncil to be ad- ing · members, and 
mitted into ſome company ought to be firſt had; ther by the wardens 
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confirmed by the common-council, and the per- Richard Willſon ſaid, he was one of thoſe treat- 
ſons admitted to vote for peace-ſake only; but that ed at the White-horſe, on 
that 
of 


thi- 
the company, who were 
and when theſe admiſſions were confirmed, the in the ſitting · members intereſt. Thar Mr. Strode, 
common council inſiſted, that for the future, appli- one of the corporation, ſollicited votes for the 
cation ſhould be made to the corporation, previous ſitting- members, and gave him ivr ws to 
5 the ancient uſage; vote for them, which he did: and Mr. Gutch, the 
but owned, the election before the laſt, ſeveral per- town-clerk, offered to ſupply him with an inden- 
ſons were allowed to vote, who were admitted to ture of apprenticeſhip, though he told Mr. Gutch 
freedom, without the previous conſent of the cor- he never was bound anapprentice : but owned Samu- 
poration. el Helmes gave him three guineas to vote for the 
Thomas Arney ſpoke, as to fifty years, to the petitioners. 
ſame effet, as to leave for admiſſion; and faid, Symonds ſaid, Hodges Cook, one of the cor- 
thoſe who were taken into any company, without poration, ſollicited his vote for the fiting-members, 
ſuch previous conſent of the corporation, had no and gave him fix guineas for it. | 
right, and were not admitted to vote in elections Bourn ſaid, that Parſons, one of the corporation, 
to parliament. on the election day offered him ten or twelve gu- 
Mr. William Goldfinch, being called by the. peti- neas to vote for the fitting-members, but he refuſed 
tioners, ſaid, the generality of the town exerciſed it, and voted for the petitioners. 
their trades without being ſworn burgeſſes, and James Evans ſaid, Mr. Parſons promiſed him fix 
without conſent of the corporation, but that none guineas, and a ſuit of woollen and linnen, to come 
exerciſed their trade without being of ſome com- up and declare bribery againſt the petitioners, and 
pany, and that freemen were not denied any privi- very much prefſed him, after the witneſs had aſ- 
lege which burgeſſes had, except voting in ec- ſured him he had nothing for his vote. — Mr. 
tions to parliament. Strode offered him ſux guineas to vote for the fit- 


The committee reſolved, ing-members. 
1. That the right of election of citizens to ſerve Charles Scriptore ſaid, Mr. Tudway, one of the 


in parliament in this city, is in the mayor, maſters, corporation, prefied him to come up and give evi- 


and burgeſſes of the ſaid city; and in ſuch perſons dence, that he was bribed by the petitioners ; and 
as are by conſent of the mayor and common-coun- although he: told him, he could not conſcienti- 
cil of the ſaid city, admitted to their freedom in any ouſly do it, he offered him 10 pounds and a new ſuit 
the ſeven companies in the ſaid city, being thereto of cloaths to do it. | 


entitled, by birth, ſervitude, or marriage. | Thomas Howell ſaid, that Mr. Calo an 
The poll was then produced; the numbers were him to come up, and give evidence of bri- 
For Mr. Edwards, 235. bery. againſt the petitioners ; and he de- 

Mr. Gwyn, aas. clared he had nothing given him to vote, he could 


For the petitioners each, 147. nor would not ſay the contrary, if he would give 
That the petitioners objected to 131, of the ſit- him the world, and offered him — 
ting members poll; and alledged they ſhould add ſuit of cloaths ſo to do. 


32 to the petitioner's poll. 51 Robert Edwards faid, Doctor Ward, who keeps 


That as to 97 of thoſe objected to, * . fit- 

Charles Taylor, John Lovell, John Read, and ing- members, ſent for 
ſeveral others, being examined, ſaid, that 60 were hours drinking, and 
never apprentices, nor had any right : 19 ſerved but the 
part of their apprenticeſhip and had no right : that ng 
four were admitted about a month before the elec- 
tion, and had no right : that 6 were of the inn- 
keeper's company; and had no right: That 2 were would ha 
admitted by conſent of the corporation; but _ 
had no right : that one lived out of the city, but fame of 
„ im, 1 
was an apprentice to a freeman who was no burgeſs : po rt Be binding over 

another ſerved but part of his time and bought the Py ny nes ter wrt and ſet him up, 


had voted formerly; another was the eldeſt ſon aad he che. making of him for over, if be would 


reſt; the other two were minors ; another was ad- bu declare bribery. ** 
mitted after the teſte of the writ; 2 were alms-men; As to partiality of the mapor, they called | 
and 28 were objected to for being treated: and 


account of the fit. | 
were 


John Joyce, the drawer at the White horſe· inn, turn the ſitting- members right or s * 
faid, chat the night before the election there was a they had not above 6 votes. 
great quantity of beer drawn, upon Mr. Edwards Collins faid, that at the poll, en 
and Mr. Gwyn's account; and be produced 8 liſt ſuch as fevore 20 their qualifications for the bang 
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and granting to others who were in the ſitting- 


army. 

Two ſerved out of the city, another had ſerved 
offices in the city, another had voted in former 
elections. 

Lancaſter ſaid, 16 of thoſe 75 perſons were upon 
the 19th of February preceding the eleftion, pre- 
ſented by the petitioner, Mr. Hamilton, to the 
mayor and common-council afſembled, with de- 
fire to examine their titles, and admit them to 
freedom, but they were refuſed without examina- 


Thomas Harvey faid, both petitioners attended 
the mayor and common council, and the other 59 
upon the 23d of February before the election, in 
order to have their titles examined, and to have 


thither by the mayor's appointment. 
On the other fide, Mr. Gutch, the town-clerk, 
aid, there was no common - council on that day. 
James York, ſaid, all thoſe 75 tendered their 
That ſeven others, who appear in the cor- 
poration books to be enrolled freemen, tendered 
their votes for the petitioners, and none of them were 
That on the fitting-members part ; to qualify 84 
of the 97 firſt objected to, | 
* Simon Plaifter, and feveral others, gave evi- 
dence, that 35 ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip, 
and were admitted by confent of the corporation, 
That 19 ſerved ſeven years, or more, in their trades, 
but the witneſſes could not ſay, whether they had 
been bound apprentices or not.— That 6 were inn- 
keepers and were admitted by conſent of the corpo- 
ration, and 8 others admitted in like manner. That 
one ſerved part of his time in this city, and then 
went into the army. Another ſerved part of his 
time and the reſt. Two were eldeſt ſons 


of burgefſes. — Eleven had voted in former elec- 


* 


tions —And the other one was admitted to be a 


to their poll, 

Mr. John Gutch, town-clerk, faid, their de- 
mand was to be made „and not to be 
ed, intitled, A lift of freemen that tendered to the 
corporation to demand their freedom and burgeſs- 
Ml + os This tl of incl of them 
had taken up their freedom in ſome of the com- 
Panics, but without conſent of the corporation. 
And the fitting-members counſel objected to 
22 of the petitioners yoters : and 

Mr. Gutch being called, ſaid, 20 of them were 


nat admitted by conſent of the mayor and corpora- 


3 


tion, that another had been disfranchiſed by the cor- 
pearing to anſwer ; and the other was an alms-man. 

In anſwer to what had been objected to the 
mayor's behaviour, John Phelps, William Tucker, 
and Roger Leverſedge, gave evidence; th · t the 
mayor behaved himſelf very candidly and fairly on 
all ſides, and without any partiality to one or other; 
ment of the poll was offered, and a ſcrutiny of it; 
both which were refuſed by the petitioners, who 
inſulted and abuſed the mayor in the execution of 
his office without any reaſon. 

That on the head of bribery the ſitting-members 
counſel called, 

John James, who ſaid, the petitioner, Mr. Ha- 
milton, on the morning of the election day, after 
the election was over, gave him a guinea for vot- 
ing, and that he voted for the petitioners, on ac- 
count of a promiſe of five guineas before made to 
him by one of their agents, but had only the guinea 
aforeſaid. | 

William Strafford ſaid, the petitioner, Mr. Ha- 
milton, gave him fix guineas to vote for him and 
Mr. Peirs, and forced him to take the money, bur 
he voted for the ſitting- members. 

Chriſtopher Bakehouſe ſaid, Mr. Nicholas gave 
him a guinea to vote for the petitioners which he 
did, but was not taken down. 

In reply for the petitioners. 

Read, Lovell, and ſome others ſaid, as to 18 of 
the 22 objected to by the ſiting- members: 15 of 
them had ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip, and the 
other three were ſons of burgeſſes. 

The committee reſolved, 

2. That Thomas Edwards, eſquire, is duly elect- 
ed a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament tor 

3. That Francis Gwyn, eſquire, is duly elected 
a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
city. 
The firſt reſolution was read a fecond time, 2nd 
it was propoſed to amend it, by leaving out the 
words by conſent of the mayor and common- 
council of the faid city.” And the queſtion was 
put that theſe words remain part of the queſtion, 
which was agreed to; and then the reſolution was 
agreed to by the houſe. 

The other two reſolutions were alſo agreed unto 
by the houſe. 
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HIS borough is within the county of Buck- 
ingham. It returned 
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in the 28th th Reg. 


of Edward I. iſt and 2d of Edw. II. but after this 1154. 


intermitted until the reign of King James I. when it 
was reſtored: of which, and the ſubſequent memoirs 
concerning the election, the Journals afford theſe 
following. : 

May 18, 1621. Sir George Moore reporteth 
this borough, Amerſham, &c. defire burgeſſes. 
That they ſent in the time of Edward I. and have 
new charters for renewal of their former right here- 
in. — That the committee thinketh fit new writs 
ſhould be granted for theſe boroughs. 

Upon queſtion, the houſe will be adviſed, and 
privileges, the King's counſel to be called to it. 

May 4, 1624. Mr. Glanville reporteth tor this 
and the other boroughs ; theſe proved to be bo- 


Willis. 


1749: 3» 


—— ——— me 
we 
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Reſolved, &c. that the ſaid petitions be referred to 
the commintee of privileges and elections, to examine 
the matter, and report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. 

March 18, 1672. Ordered the report 2 be re- 
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evidence was given on that head. 


to his ordering g drink to be drawn for Sir Roger 


appeared, e A 
by certificates from other pariſhes : and a queſtion 
ariſing between the counſel, whether they were ſuch 
inhabitants as were entitled to vote, 

1. The committee reſolved, that perſons coming 
by certificate to live in this borough, have not 
thereby a right to vote for the election of members 
to ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough. 

They then called to prove Stevens, Crofts, Cha- 
mile, Fountain, Haynes, and Hughes, to be ſuch : 
Duffle ſaid, that as to Hughes, about a fortnight 
after Michaelmas was a twelvemonth, he was made 
an headborough, and ſerved a year in that office. 

A witneſs was called; who ſaid, he did not Felicve 


Thomas Stevens, That Matthew Stevens was | 


, but lives with his mother. 
Another d, William Smith's wife had received 
18d. from the overſeers of the poor in April laft : but 
it was ſaid, ſhe lived from her huſband, and he was 
not in the poor's book. | 
The nonage of Thomas Dayal was excepted to: 
but a certificate produced, he was baptized the 27th 
of July 168 m. | 
That Sir Roger Hill's counſel inſiſted, that Ed- 
ward Neighbour and Marſhall had polled for the 
ſame houſe. Upon Neighbour's examination, it ap- 
the houſe was divided into two diſtin habi- 
tations, and they had ſeveral doors, but went to 
them through the common gatchouſe. 
One of the counſel for Sir Roger Hill offered to 
re-criminate upon Mr. Crawley, as to corrupt and 
indirect practices: but the other waved it; ſo no 


Upon 


SHETTY YT a Janes eren en 
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Upon the whole, the comminee refolved, 

2. That Sir Roger Hill, knight, is not duly elect- 
ed a burgefs, wo ferve in ths preſent parkament for 
this borough. 

3. That John Crawley, eue, is duly elected 
a burgers, w ferve in this prefent parliament for this 


borough. 

The faid three refolutions, being ſeverally twice 
read, were agreed unto by the houſe : and the re- 
turn ordered to be amended. 

Dec. 5, 1710. A petition of Richard Crawley, 
and Edward Sayer, ciquires, was read ; ſhewing, 
that the perinoners had 2 majority of legal votes at 
the aft cleftion of members to ſerve in this par- 
Lament for this borough, aud the petitioners 
to have bern returned: but John Ginger and 
Wilkam North, the conftables, have returned Sir 
Roger Hill, and Henry Grey, eſquire, who were 


guilry of bribery, and ocher undue practices: and 


praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
and cleftons, to examine the matter, and 


WENLOCE 


S gyro Ahggs. 
and by chaner of Edward the fourth, anno 
1478, had the privileg- of ſending one burgeſs to 

which, Doctor Willis writes, was the 


— — Mr. Prynne doth not 
Eoimes': take notice of it; ut by a MS. note of Mr. G. 
Mk. zote> Holmes, I find there was a return of one member 
7.6 in the x7th of EA. IV. nor doth it appear, when 


In a lift of mem- 


in the 33d of Henry the eighth. I meer with no 
other memous rdating to the election until very 
modern times, when the Journals afford theſe fol- 

Dec. 5, 1710. va promo ů— 4 
— prime — of ford 
perſons as ought to vote, at the cleftion of members 
to ſerve in parkament for this borough ; and ought 
to have bern timed: but the bailiff of the faid 
borough polled great mumabers for Sir William Fo- 
refter, and Georpe Weld, eure, who were guilty 
of bribery, 112 to procure 


votes: and praying &c. 


A petition of feveral burgrffes of the faid bo- 
rough, reſiding and inhabuing within the pariſh of 


the matter, and report the ſame, with their opi- 
nion. | 

Oct. 19, 1722. A petition of Sir Thomas Law- 
ley, baronet, and Edward Ceſſet, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the laſt election of members to ſerve 
in parliament for this borough, the petitioners, Sir 
Humphry Briggs, and Samuel Edwards, eſquire, 
were candidates : that the bailiff of the ſaid town 
behaved himſelf very partially on behalf of the 
ſaid Sir Humphry Briggs and Mr. Edwards, and 
polled ſeveral perſons for them, who had no right 
to vote; and many indirect and corrupt practices 
were made uſe of on their behalf, in order to procure 
them to be returned, notwithſtanding the petitioners 
were duly elected, and ought to have been returned : 
and praying &c. 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of privi- 
leges and elections, to examine and report the ſame, 
with their opinion, 

Feb. 20, 1719. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for elefting a burgeſs to ſerve for this borough, in 
the room of Sir Robert Corbet, made clerk-comp- 
troller of the houſhold. 


WEOBLY. 
TI IS borough is ſituate within the county of 
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Hereford. Doctor Willis writes, it returned Willis, 
burgeſſes to all King Edward the firſt's parliaments. 0. 25 
Mr. Prynne begins his liſt in the 26th of Edward th Reg. 
the firſt : but both ſeem to agree, it diſcontinued ' '5*- 


after his reign, until the reign of King Charles the 
firſt, when it was reſtored ; of which, and other 
matters relating to the election, the Journals aitord 
theſe following. 

May 1, 1628. Mr. Hackwyll reports from the 
committee for elections, concerning this borough 
and Milborn-Port, which anciently ſent burgeſſes to 
parliament, and have diſcontinued long—26 Ed. I. 
they ſent burgeſſes: ſo 28 Ed. I. as appears by the 


records out of the Tower. — That many records 


periſhed ; viz. of 52 parliaments, from the 28th of 
Edward the firſt, to the third of Edward the ſe- 
cond. (See Milborn-Port.) 

Upon queſtion, this borough was an ancient bc- 
rough, and ſent burgeſſes to parliament ; and ought 
now to be reſtored to that right of ſending . 
to parliament. 

And upon queſtion, a warrant to iſſue out under 
Mr. Speaker's hand for a writ to be made, for elec- 
tion of a burgeſs for this borough. 

July 16, 1660. Sir Edward Turner reports from 
the committee of privileges and elections, upon the 
return of James Pitts and Richard Weſton, eſquires, 
for this borough, and the petition of “ Perot, 
eſquire ; that upon examination of the fact, it ap- 
peared, that the ſheriff did not ſend any precept for 
the ſaid election, nor give any notice of the time; 
and that the poll being demanded, he did refuſe the 
ſame: and that for theſe reaſons, the committee 
were of opinion, the former election is void. To 


Feb. 23, 1677. Mr. Williams reported from the ,, — 
faid committee, that they had taken into conſideration tion . 


the matter concerning the election for this borough, Pear 
and had examined che ſame, and agreed upon a re- 
port; viz. 

That Sir Thomas Williams is duly elected a 
1 in this parliament for this bo- 


rough. - 
A debate ariſing, whether the ſheriff had duly 
4% iſſued 
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iſſued forth his precept, purſuant to the wr, for 
making the ſaid election, it was moved, that the 
matter may be re-committed ; but diſagreed to: 
and 

Reſolved, that the election for this borough, =s 2 
void election: and ordered a warrant for a new 
writ. 

Oct. 22, 1691. A petition of Thomas Foley, of 
Stoke-Court, in the county of Hereford, eſquit, was 
read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly elected 
a burgeſs for this borough ; and in purſuance of the 
ſaid election, was returned by indenture by the pro- 

officer to the ſheriff: but that Thomas Wa- 
kins, conſtable of the faid borough, hath delivered 
another indenture, ing an election of John 
Birch, eſquire, to the ſaid ſheriff ; who hath return- 
ed both the ſaid indentures : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the ce of 


geſs for this borough, in the room of colonel John 
Birch, deceaſed, was returned accordingly by one 
of the conſtables, to whom the precept was directed; 
yet the other conſtable hath returned Thomas Foley, 
eſquire, to the prejudice of the petitioner : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the comminee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 12. Mr. Serjeant Trenchard reported from 
the committee, the matter upon the faid double re- 
urn; Viz. 

It appeared by the record, thar Thomas Foley, 
24 — 

conſtable A n u and ſeveral 
ef a : that John Birch, 
eſquire, was returned by another indenture by ſeveral 
burgeſſes. 

That as to the merits of the election, it was in- 
Gſted on for Mr. Foley, that he had 3 or 4 the 
majority of qualified voices :—and the counſel for 
Mr. Birch did allow Mr. Foley to be duly returned 


FRED 


Ul 
fa 
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; would cry, A voice, boys! hollow! and the ſaid 
Thoma fad, 


A peiiien , quite, -tne-eiat; 
ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly - elected to 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, and 
was returned as ſuch by one of the conſtables ; yet 
Thomas Foley, eſquire, who uſed divers ill prac- 
tices to get himſelf elected, hath prevailed on the 
other conſtable to return him as duly elected, to 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

Jan. 11. e 
Friday next. 

13th. Sir Rowland Guy. ene che imine, 
11 7 mg RARE eee Fea 
titions. 

That both Mr. Foley and Mr. Birch ref] 
22 ant oye even pre 
and that irregularities had been on the other ſide. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the inhabitants of houſes of 20 ſhillings yearly, pay- 
ing ſcot and lot: and that the right of return 
was in the two conſtables; one of which had 
returned Mr. Price and Mr. Foley, and the other 
had returned Mr. Price and Mr. Birch. 

The counſel for Mr. Foley called Mr. Badham, 
who took the poll by the appointment of the con- 
ſtables, wherein the numbers were, 


were, beſides theſe, de who offered to- vous, 
but were diſallowed; of which, 4 were for Mr, 
Foley, and 4 for Mr. Birch. 
- The 4 for Mr. Foley were John Barnes, Steven 
Lewis Clerk, Edward Sinnock, and John Davis: 
Taylor faid, he took the poll for Mr. Foley, 
pert hr eas debates + kg 
that there were 


For Mr. Foley 44. 
For Mr. Birch 33. 


potting down to Mr. Foley the 4 difallowed by the 
conftables > that George, one of the conſtables, 
did allow theſe 4 he added for Mr. Foley ; the other 
BOT : Ras mag — 


ſaid, they had voted. 
Pommes . 


That Mr. Foley then 
uzepnlarity on the other fide : and called Moore; 
whe ſaid, he was before the election drinking with 


Jones, one of the ' conſtables 1 and Jones ſaid, if 


Mr. Birch: had but ten votes, he weuld return him; 
and after that he ſaid, if he had but dust, he would 
return him: chat after the return, he faw the: con- 
fable at Me. Birch's windmill, and Mir. Barch's man 
por grit into. his bag; ad he aſked! che conttable 
why de dd not-pay tull and ho anſwered, be was 
. . 
be. ; 


— ——— 


M. Pars would cry, Hollow boys: no [voice ! and 
6 any offered for Mr. Birch that were objecdedl bo, lic 


he was frequently wittMr. Eoley when 
he ſolicited the clatiors EY lt ra 
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nerally was, that he would ſerve them faithfully, if 
would elect him. 
That for Mr. Birch was called Harris; who ſaid, 
that he took the poll for Mr. Birch, and upon his 
F 
as to thoſe allowed by the conſtables ; viz. 

For Mr. Foley 40. 

For Mr. Birch 35- 

But ſaid, toward the end of the poll they were in 
the conſtable, he wrote down the 4 who were diſ- 
allowed for Mr. Birch, but be believes their names 
were not heard by the other conſtable, he being at a 
diſtance :. that afterwards they compared the poll, 
and the other conſtable did not allow theſe laſt 4 : 
that 2, viz. Morgan Evans, and William Rofs, 
who had polled for Mr. Foley, were queried ; and 
the poll cloſed, without the queries being examined : 
that he did not obſerve Mr. Jones uſed any parti- 
ality z but there was a new method of callers and 

who diſturbed each other. 

White and Price ſaid, Morgan Evans was not a 
pariſhioner, becauſe he had notice by the church- 
wardens, a year before the election, to find ſecurity, 
or be gone; and that he did not find ſecurity till 
after the election, but paid to church and poor. 

Evan Price ſaid, Philpot lives at the end of the 
houſe belonging to Adams, and Haycock lives in 
the principal part; yet both voted. But he owned, 
it had been divided for ſeveral years: and faid, that 
Richard Powell was at the end of the houſe for- 
merly Mr. Gore's ; though he owned, it had been 
divided four years: that Philpot and Powell both 
pay ſcot and lot, and their votes not excepted to, and 
Powell had voted before. 

Price and Meyrick ſaid, Maunder lived as a 
bailiff with Brydges at Tiverton, and comes ſome- 
times to Weobly to a woman inhabiting there, re- 
paten 2>. be Tis with, whe pays the reve, yer Bis 
name is in the books. 

Ward faid, Roſs doth not pay to church and 
poor k nor has been rated for ſix years paſt: but 
owned, he had voted formerly : that Maunder was 
in the poll ; and Grag was warned to go out of the 
pariſh, who was. not rated : but believes he has 


7 ů —— 
and never paid to church or poor: that Symmock 
has an bouſe in the town of 40 ſhillings yearly, but 
lets it, and lives in a. place like a barn ; and that 
che tenants of his houſe pay the rates: that Barnes 
hives in a part of his on houſe in this town, and 
his tenant pas che rates: that Mr. Lewis is not, 
nar were his predecefiors, ever rated. 

a Three the4 wade doen, for Mir. Birch, but 
— cnc off the conftable's conſent ; Ward faid, 
| Wolf. rents 20 ſhillings vent, and is rated: Hyar 
is alfo rated, and has tived in the borough half 2 
year in his own houſe: dat Griffirh is not in the 
church-rate, berauſe the former inhabitant was 
ſtruck; out for bis poverty, and no new rate made 
ſince he came in: that Symmonds lives in a houſe 


E n 


„Hynt fad; hat! ar; « former election, Mir. Foley 
aſketk his eltteſt brother's vore, and promiſed him 2 
place, hut did not perfornv it: that when Mr. Folcy 
aſked him, he told him, he had bern unlæind and 
Mi. Foley ſaid, 1 will give you 20 ſlillings, and 
20 ſhillings more, on condition to have your vote, 
and M Foley did give him 20's. yet he voted for 
Mr. Price and. Mr. Birch. 


The Borough of WE®BLY. 


James Sheppard faid, Mr. Foley aſked him for 
his vote; and he told him, Mr. Birch owed him 
money, but if he would pay Mr. Birch's bill, he 
would vote for him: that two or three days before 
the election, Mr. Jang red qu if he came to 
t; though he faid, Mr. Foley 
6 BEE Price and 


— Meyrick ſaid, Mr. Foley owed him 
= wp © _ the election of the laſt parliament, and 
it; and Mr. Foley told him, 
— was diffolved, and he could not 


: that Mr. 
Foley wrote a letter to Mr. Williams to let him 
have 4os. taking his bond, which was done; and 
Mr. Hoſier told him two days before the election, 
if he did not vote, he ſhould have never a penny, 
and if he did, he would engage he ſhould have it 
(which Hoſier denied): that he voted for Mr. Birch 
and Mr. Price. 

In anſwer, Mr. Foley's counſel called Alben 
Thomas and William Hoſier, who ſaid, Morgan 
Evans paid 40 ſhillings rent to Birch, and pays 
rates, and had not been required to give ſecurity, 
if he would have voted for Mr. Birch: that Roſs 
pays 30s. yearly, and was rated, though his land- 
lord now pays it; and has voted in 3 or 4 elec- 
tions, and not excepted to before: that Philpot is 
rated, and not excepted to the laſt election: that 
Powell purchaſed an eſtate in the rown, which coſt 
zol. and has voted for Mr. Birch before: that 
Maunder and Price both voted for Mr. Foley ; and 
Mr. Birch agreed to admit them, and fo Maunder's 
name was fet down in the poll : that Grey rents 
405. yearly, and pays rates, and was not excepted 
to: that as to the four who voted for Mr. Foley, 
and were difallowed by the conſtable. — Davis is a 
butcher by trade :—Synnock is a freeholder of 3 1. 
yearly, and pays his rates, and has voted before : 
that Barnes is a frecholder of 8 l. a year; and the 
eſtate hath been divided 12 years, but the landlord 
hath 31. a year and is in the poor's rate: that Mr. 
Lewis Glebe is worth 30 l. per amm, and his 
predeceſſors did pay to church and poor, and agreed 
to ſind the ſacrament bread and wine, which he 
doth now, and voted before for Mr. Birch, and 
was allowed. —As to thoſe four in Mr. Birch's 
poll: that Woolf comes occaſionally and dreſſes 
hats, and believes his rent not more than 15 or 
16s. yearly, and doth not pay rates: that Hyat is of 
another pariſh, and came but two days before the 
election, and went away about a week or 9 | 
after : that Griffith's eftate was purchaſed by Mr. 
Hoſier, and is only 16 s. yearly: and no one has 
voted for Symonds houſe theſe 20 years. 

Evans ſaid, that Barnes, in December, being 
aſked if he knew any thing of the election worth 
going to London for—he faid, he did not. 

Booth faid, he was at Stoke when Meyrick came 
thither : that no offer was made him; and when he 
told Mr. Foley, Meyrick was there, Mr. Foley 
faid; he was ſorry for it, for he was a rogue; nor 
would Mr. Foley fpeak to him alone: that Mey- 
rick demanded money, but Mr. Foley did not own 
it to be due, though ordered him to write a letter to 
Mr. Wilkams to let him have 40 8. on bond ; bur 
it was before the was diſſolved. | 

In reply, Mr. Birch's counſel called Price; who 
laid; Woolf and Symmonds kved each im an houſe 
20. , and their landiords pay their rates: 
chat Hyat, and his family came a fortnight or three 
weeks 
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election, che ſaid Mr. Thynn, Mr. Birch, and co- 
lone} Cornwall, by bribes, cntertainments, and 
other - undue means, the ſaid colonel 
Cornwall and Mr. Birch to be returned, in preju- 
dice of the petitioner, who was duly choſen with- 
out ſuch practices: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to cxamine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

27th. A petition of ſeveral burgeſſes of this bo- 
rough, was read; ſhewing, that John Birch, ef- 
quire, by bribery and other indirect means, hath 
procured himſelf to be choſen, and returned, a 
member to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, to the great reproach and ſcandal thereof: 
and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and cleftions, to examine the matter, and 
, report the ſame, with their opinion. 


Jan. 15, 1701. A petition of Henry 


eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that fince the teſte of 


quire, was ads 4. a ar the eoAionnl 


The + 5 


weeks before the election, and is charged to church | 


; 


give treats to many of 
the electors, and prevailed with the conſta- 
bles (who are the proper to admit 
ſeveral unqualified the Ice, and 
rejected divers for z by 
which unfair i an 
equal number of votes Who 
ought to have been leaſt the 
faid bailiffs ought to have made a double re- 
turn of the petitioner and Mr. Price; but they 
have returned Mr. Cornwall and Mr. Price, in 


privileges and eleftions, to examine the matter, and 
report the fame with their 

Jan. 10, 1708. A petition of ſeveral burgeſics 
and voters of this ancient borough, was read ; ſhew- 
ing, that 2 writ ifſuing for the electing of a burgeſs 
to ſerve in parliament for this horongh, in the room 
of Henry Thynn, eſquire, deceated, who had 
choſe to ſerve ior W where he was allo 
elected, Mr. William Badham, under-ſheriff of this 
county, did, on Friday the 0th day of Decem- 


ber laft, between 11 and 12 o'clock at night, affix 
. 


18 
L 


free electors 
rough : and praying ccc. 
Ordered, that the merits of this election be heard 
at the bar of the houſe on the 5th day of May 
March 29, 1 of John 
ſerjeant at law, ing, that 
——— 


day Ian e. 2 * 
—— Onered tht ic be head on Sn 


: gent. 


16th. Orderal th cerk of he Crnm do hes u- 
tend with the return for the faid borough. 


o hae 
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bar of the houle on — — 10 
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| 18th. The bert proceed in the heating of the 
en petitions. 


9 The ound on both fGides were called in, and the 
two ſeveral petitions were read. 
And the counſel for Mr. Serjeant Birch examined 


ſeveral witnefles to diſqualify ſeveral of the voters 


ſor Mr. Foley, on account of bribery, and fummed 
up their evidence. 


Then the counſel for Mr. Foley proceeded and 


him to vote for the petitioner Mr. Serjeanc Birch. 


Mr. Cook's being examined touching the fame, 
for that he, the faid William Baily was, by the faid 
petitioner's evidence, charged with having received 
five guineas to vote for Mr. Foley. 

The counſel were heard on both fides and withdrew. 

Reſolved (upon the queſtion) the counſel for Mr. 
Foley be not admitted ro examine Mr. Cook as to 
any diſcourſe he had with William Bayly. 

The counſel were called in and acquainted there- 
with by Mr. . 

Upon 


mon Gough and John Moore, 1 — 


the evidence they intended to give to the houſe ; up- 


any witneſſes, the petitioners having figned the in- 
denture by which Mr. Cornwall was returned ; and 
therefore the counſel for the firting-member alledg- 


ed, they ought net ©» be dtd 6 conterere the 
_ Game.” 


| To which the coundel on boch fides were heard 
and withdrew. 

Reſolved, that Simon Gough and John Moore 
having ſigned the indenture of return, by which 
Charles Cornwall, eſquire, is returned 2 ro 
ſerve in this preſent parliament for this borough, 
this houſe will not- proceed in the petition of the 
ſaid Simon Gough and John Moore, 
of an undue election of the faid C. Cornwall, eſq. 
Reſolved, that Paul Foley, cſquire, is not duly 
cloted e get. to ſerve in tis preſent parkameng 

for his bevough. 

RNeſalved, that John Birch, eſquire, ferjeanc at 
law, is duly elected a burgeſa, to ſerve in 2 
ſear periizazenc for this b 


'The clerk of the court atending according to or- 
der, was ordered to amend the return. 


© Reſolved, that it appears to the houſe, that Si- 
mon Gough is guilty of diſtribaring moncy i in or- 
der to procure Paul Foley, eſquire, to be elected 2 
burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parkament for this 


Ordered, that the ſaid Simon Gough be, for the 
4 ů— 
Oct. 25, 1722. A petition of Edward 
and Jobs Carpenccr, elquires, was read; ſhewing, 
that at the election of members, to ſerve in par- 
liament for this borough, the petitioner, Nicholas 
Philpot, and John Birch, ſerjeant at law, were 


candidates: that upon the writ coming to the un- 
PazT IL. 


cers ; but the faid under-ſheriff delivered it to the 
pretended new conſtables, and not only took a re- 
turn from them of the faid Mr. Philpot and Mr. 
Birch, but refuſed the return made by the petition- 
ers by the legal conſtables : theſe with other corrupt 
were the proceedings of the ſaid Mr. 

Phitpor and Mr. Birch in order to get themſelves 
returned, to the prejudice of the petitioners : and 
praying &c. 
Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
I and elections, to examine the matter, and 
Jan. 21, 1723. A petition of Edward Hughs 
and John Carpenter, eſquires, the ſame in ſubſtance 
with the former petition, was read, 

Ordered it be referred to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine n 
ſame, wich their opinion. 


WESTBURY. 


HIS we. 

Doctor Willis writes, its firſt return of bur- 1740. 
geſſes to parliament was in the 27th of Henry VI 2, 
in which Mr. Prynne agrees. We meet with no 


memoirs relating to its elections, until ſince the 
reformation : after which time, the journals of the 
houſe 'of commons afford theſe following. 


May, 10,1571. Foraſmuch as Thomas Long, gent. pg 
burgeſſes for this borough, Journal 


returned one of the 


ferve for that place, hath this day in open court 
conſeſſed that he gave unto Anthony Garland, may- 
or of the faid town, and unto one .. . . . Watts of 
the faid town, the ſum of 41. for that place and 
room of burgeſs-ſhip ; it was ordered by this houſe, 
that the faid Anthony Garland and the ſaid Watts 
ſhall forthwith repay unto the faid Thomas Long 
the faid fum of 41. and alſo that a fine of 20 l. be 
by this houſe aſſeſſed upon the corporation, or inha- 
bitants of the faid town, to the Queen's Majeſty's 
uſe, for their faid lewd and ſlanderous attempt. And 
chat the faid Thomas Long, his executors and ad- 
miniftrators, ſhall be diſcharged againft the ſaid 
Anthony Garland and. . . . . . Watts, theirheirs, exe- 
cutors, and adeninifiracors of and from all bonds 


Hughes made by the faid Thomas Long, to any perſon, or 


perſons, touching the diſcharge of the exerciſe of the 
faid room or place of burgeſs-ſhip, in any wife. | 
11th. It is ordered, that a purſevant be ſent 
with letters from this houſe unto Anthony Gar- 
land, mayor of this town, and . . . . Watts ofthe 
K k KE | ſaid 


—— 


fattkwith 
with them all 


to yo made Thom — — 3 pies 
ſu bonds 88 Omas da e gen eman, 
e one of the ſame. ton, 


e e unto DIR or either af them, 

or apy other to their uſe ; and. alſo, then and there 

> gg unto * * Fg 4 n caming 
be objecte againſt t 

Feb. 21, 1677. A. petition of William Trench- 
ard, eſquire, n F an undue return. for 
this borough, was read, 

Reſolved, that it be oa to the cenmitzee of 
privileges and elections, to examine and report the 
matter: — with their opinion. E 

May 6, 1678, Sir Thomas Meeres reported from 
che ſaid committee, that they bad conſidered. the 
ſaid matter, and come to a reſolution. es 4 

"That the preſent return of Henry Bertie, eſquira, 
a burgels for this borough, is a, good return. 

The houſe yan informed. n 
was procured the practices and me- 
naces, of one Me. Chriſſian, to the under-ſheriff of 
the county of Wiltſhire, and that the ſame was 
not examined at the committee. | 

And a motion being made, that the ſame. may 
be examined at the bar of the houſe. 
Reſolved, &c. that the further examination. of 
ihe matter, concerning the return for this borough, 
be heard at the bar of the houſe on this day ſeven- 
n ſheriff, and under-fheyiff 

for the ſaid county of Wiltſhire, and the mayos-of 
this borough, and Mr. Edward Chriſtian do then 


: attend: this hopſe ; and the clerk. of the Crown 


do then likewiſe attend with the return. 


May 13. 1678. Ordered, that. Ine Ivy. be 
. upon, he i 


COnce 
eel: houſe 


ng this. 
n proceeded to — of 


the matter of the return for this borough, 


And ſeveral Vizneſſen were. (examined relating 
I 


. Ae the King came to. the houſe of 
= put an end to this ſeſſion of pyr- 
D ee wk og 


23d. The, petition of William Fxeachard, ec 
quire, was agam. read, complaining of the, return 
of Henry Bertie, cſquire, in injury, of the petition 
cr, who ws, Culy, dee, a apght. to bare. been 


returned. 


Ordered, bat k be teferred. in che comes 


bd gat and ele&ons, to cxamige the mager. 


report, the ſame, with their q 
1g Bt 25, 1680. A petition; of \ liam Freachard, 
ate and Ed 2 orton, r 


ons referred tor the. committee of 
s and elections, . wy 
or. 93 4 TE Jen 1 rene mane, ad 


. 
dees omni, Bt they hed a, f he 


| bargugh,;. and had agreed upon.4 reſolves, va. 


14, Thar Henry Bertie, cſquire, in bor dulycleft> 
| 8 burgals, to farve in this preſent parliament, for. 


2. That Richard Lewis, aum is not duly 


bu 
SONS pon preſent parliament 
3: Thar M. Frenehard, eſquire, js duly clefed; a 


to ſerve, in this preſent parliament fox this 
Then Edv. Nenn, Gm is duly dena 


The — of WESTBURY. 
| ſaid. own for their perſonal. ap 


pans, mrs in this profane parliament for this 


The.ſaid four reſolutions, being cies cord, rnere 
agreed unto by the houſe : and he . 
be amended. 

The houſe being informed by the chairman of the 
ſaid committee, that ſeveral miſcarriages and mi- 
demeanors had been committed by Samuel Gibbs, 
late mayor of the ſaid 

Ordered, that the ſaid Samuel Gibbs be fent for in 


 euſtody of the ferjcant at arms attending the houſe, 


to anſwer. at the bar of this houſe for the great miſ- 
5 
anal return. 

Oct. 24, 1702. A vetktion of Henry Bertie and 
Robert Booth, efonioes, was: oral ſhewing that the 
petitioners were duly elected to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliamept for this borough : but by divers il- 
legal practices of Wil. Trenchard and Tho. Phipps, 
elquires, and their agents, and the mayor's polling 
for them ſeveral perſons, whom he knew had no right 
to poll; he hath. unduly returned Mr. Trenchard 
and Mr. Phips, in wrong to the petitioners. 

_ Ordered, that the conſideration thereof be refer- 


For Mr. Henry Bertie 22. 
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Tha the committee: refolved, 

That the tenants of burgage-houſes, by leade for 
years ablohue, have a righa do yore at the election 
mass in n bor this do- 


" That the aint ancepmd-: to — 
who did nd reſide in the borough: at the time of the 


7 
| 
BY 
* * 


Lad ff kd "ww Sms; 


he iſt of 


The at, of of Wesrrogr. 


and his daughter lived with him, and the other hat 
done fo fince April; though it was affirmed, chat 
in Moor's houſe there was room only for two beds, 
and yet at the election he pretended to have 12 per- 
ſons in his farnily.— That Matthew Neat was at 
Moor's houſe, but pretended he had an houſe in the 


It was anſwered, he had conſtantly Hved in the 
borough fince April. 

Bourne and Switters faid, chat Cockle lived in 

the tything, but not in the borough; and only 
lodged at his brother's at the time of the election. 
But it was affirmed, he had « burguge · houſe. 
- Edghill faid, Wherats“ eſtate was copyhold, and 
His father was to enjoy it for his life; though it was 
anſwered, Wherat was admitted tenant at the laſt 
court. | 

Brown faid, Murfitt had no burgage-houſe; and 
only paid co pence yearly for an encroachment, 
not for burgape tent, Which he had collected on that 
adoœnt.—It was anfwered, that it was a 
Houſe ; and one Holdwiy voted for it formerly. 


Taylor ſaid, Richard Clatey Tived in a burgage- 


Houſe with his mother. But an aſſignrdent was pro- 
duced from his mother; — 2 

Oe firid, Withers Hved vrly in part of an houffe. 

Ir was anfwere8, he bad From: his grahdfarker gr 
the inheritance of the whole. 
Borne wid, Smith's mother is in pbſſefſion of the 
Houſe where he lives, and is in the rent - roll as tenant. 
But there was produced ah afftgnrment to him, dated 
May laſt. 

Then the counſel for the petitioners proceeded to 
the proving of bribery : 3 Stcklin; 
e ſaid; there was a debt owing by John Phips, 
Geteuſed, which Mr. Phips (the member) paid a little 
before the election. To which it was atiſweted, he 
was adminiſtrator, and had effects in his hands to 
pay debts. 

Sweetland faid, his father had a bill ferm vie Pail 
Phips for 201. dad chat he told him, Wis had 
money lent him in conffiderarion of his voting. 
But Downing faid, it was only # biff of exchange, 
and he had repaid the money. 


if he would vote for him; 
a tun of iron, being u blarkfmith. But Downing 
and Murfit ſaid, that Hancock toſd him, three day 
after the election, Mr. Phips never aſked him for 

his vote, or offered him ary 
- Sly faid, Mr. Phips ſaid, 


voters. 
2 - 


ſaid; if ke wok vote for . 
him, he woold give $0 or roo pounds amorigft the 


Kinjg fd, Mr. Phi ed him for bis vote; 
and ſaid, he ſhould Nave what money he wanted. 
But Pierſon ſaid, King, three weeks after the elec- 
tion, aſked him to be a witneſs 3 and faid, he ſhould 
have 30 1. to pay Mr. Bates, to whom he Was in- 
debted. 

Jordan ſaid, two months before the election, Mr. 
Trenchard alked for his vote; and being a tallow- 
chandler, Mr. Trenchard told him, he had an inte- 
reſt in Ireland, and would help him to two or three 
hundred poutids worth of tallow from Ireland, from 
a good händ, and pals his word for it. — Though in 
anſwer, Cockk, being examined, ſaid, he was pre- 
ſent, when the difcburſe was ; and that it was only 
general, as to helping him to tallow from Ireland, 
but not reſpeRing his voting. 

That for Mr. Trenchard and Mr. Phips, it was in- 
ſiſted, it did not appear how long voters ought to be 
reſident to give a tight of voting: but called ſeve- 
ral ; who ſaid, in the Oxford parkament, they re- 
membered fotne had voted, and were hot excepted 
to, who only had lived two vr three days, or a week, 
th the boroagh. 

They then endeavoured to re- criminate: and 
called witnefſes; who faid; Borne offered Pierſon 
two trees, worth 5; 1. to vote for the petitioners ; and 
Gibbs and Humphreys threatned, he ſhould have no 
farther eſtate in his houſe, if he did not vote for 
the petitioners : tht Gibbs was an agent for Lord 
Abingdon, and chreatned, i he voted againſt that 
Lotd's intereſt, he mould never have his leaſe, nor 
his te had it, though granted. 

* Aviftin and Robert Forſter ſaid, that Gibbs de- 
claretl, if che petitidhers had only ten votes, they 
would carry it in the parliament-houfe. 

Downing ſaid, Millis offered him two lives in 
his Houſe, i he woult be for the petitioners, and 
& give him u bond bf 30 l. to do it. 

' Taylor faid, Davis told him; he had a mind to 
renc w his eſta and was kept off from it ; and Mr. 
Moor, the Earl of Abingdon's chaplain, promiſed, 
he Mould do i it, which was the cauſe of his voting 
fot rhe petitioners. 

Some witneſſes Faid, their leaſes were granted by 
the lord of the manor, but were detained from 
them. To this it was anſwered, they were detained, 
either becauſe they had not paid all their fines, or 
the ftewards fees, or becauſe ho court had been 
held fince they were 

Thomas Brown was called to ſpeak of ſome 
bonds of 20 l. being given by the tenants to vote 
fot Lord Abingdon s intereft, as long as they lived. 
He ſaid, he had given ſuch a bond to Bayly; and 
Bayly told him, if his father and he did not give 
it, they ſhould have no leaſe. 

Amyett ſaid the ſame : and ſaid, he voted for 
Mr. Trenchard and Mr. Phips ; but the bonds were 
not fued. 

That the petitioners counſel offered to call wit- 
neſſes to prove theſe bonds four years ſince; 
and had bern all publickly cancelled long before 
the election in the late King's time, in the preſence 
of thoſe who gave them, and others, by the direc- 


. tion of Mr. Robert Bertie, one of the petitioners, as 


foon as he had heard of them. But 

The commilttee hereupon reſolved, 

1. That William Trenchard, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. | 

2. That Thomas Phips, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

3. That 
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ee e ei this preſent pugligment for phi 
borough... 
4. That Robert Bertie, elguire, in duly defiads 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. V 

ee beiag e e wiere 
agreed unto by the houſe : and the return ordered to 
be amended. 
- March 26, 1715. A periion, of Gepe Evans, 
eſquire, and Charles Allanſon, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that at the election for this borough, the 
petitioner, with Willoughby Bertie, and Francis An- 
neſley, 2 were candidates: that the ſaid 
Willoughby Bertie, and Francis Anneſley, and 
agents, uſed illegal practices; that che petitioners had 
the legal majority : but William Bourn officiated as 


mayor, but was not mayor thereof: nor was there 
any but the conſtable, the chief officer thereof: and 
the ſaid Bourn polled ſeveral perſons for the ſaid 
Mr. Bertie and Mr. Anneſley, who had no right; 


. — kari annals in chat 


denture, in favour of the ſaid Mr. Evans, and Mr. 
Allanſon, and prevailed with the ſheriff to annex 


conſtable never claimed to be the returning officer: 
and the ſaid Mr. Evans and Mr. Allanſon were ab- 
ſolutely ſtrangers till near the time of the election; 


but by themſelves and agents ,,. „ illegal practices, 
in procuring votes to be elected for the ſaid bo- 


rough, in prejudice of che petitioners : and praying 
c-. 
Ordered it be returned to the committee, of pris 


hand and ſeal of John Turner conſtable af the ſaid «2 


| Orb, th th ck oe © Cilia ds ce ab 0 


read. 


* * 


Ordered, ta ie be an infra the Gd com 
mittee, . 
tition, on the goth of April net. 


ſuch as pay a penny rent to K 


right to vote. 


For the petitichers, was called 
Zach. Baily ; who ſaid, be had known the town 


ſixteen years: that thoſe who have an eſtate of in- 


heritance, or for one, two, or three lives, or ſuch a 


they | 
not ſay, whether they had a right or not. — 
That the leaſes for terms were always fur ninety- 
determinable on lives; and be ne- 


Jeu, 
ver heard of any leaſe in the borough for nine 
the ſaid latter indenture to the writ, though the 


nine abſolute, or for any. abſolue term, 
err 


«4 rat | 


; Thomas Hayward, faid, he had known the bo- 
ee 
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it- is all his hand-writing, except the alteration 


where the raſure is, which is done ſince the ma- 

king the declaration : that keep books of en- 

tries of the burgage-tenures ; and he has ſearched 
books 


thoſe 
Mary, and finds no minute of any quarter-burgage 
until 1671. 

That the right of voting is in ſuch as have a 
freehold, or an eſtate for life, or a term for ninety- 
nine years, or eighty years, or ſuch a term as ordi- 
narily extends to a man's life, determinable on life 
or lives „, 
pence, or two pence yearly. 

That the penny burgeſſes have been objected to; 
but in his time he never knew them rejected; viz. 
from 1684 z or did he know of any leaſes for years 
abſolute in the borough z — but he owned, that he 
polled the faid burgages when he was mayor; but 
firſt aſked them who they polled for: and ſaid, he did 
not remember that he gave any evidence for terms 
of years abſolute, when he was a witneſs in 1702. 

To prove the quarter and leaſeholders 
for years abſolute had a right to vote, for the ſitting- 
members were called | 

Samuel Gibbs; who faid, he hath known the 
borough 64 years ; that he was taken into cuſtody 
for refuſing the quarter-burgages in his mayoralty, 
about 37 or 38 years ago : and ever fince that time 
theſe burgages have voted. — That tenants for years 
abſolute voted in that election, but could not ſay 
what terms they held under. 

Benjamin Bourn faid, he lived at this borough 
60 years z and that all perſons diving within the bo- 
rough, whether whole, half, or tourth burgages or 
tenants for years, or copyholders for life, have vot- 
ed: that 30 years ago, William Cockle, who was 
reported to have only a leaſe for 21 years abſolute, 
was allowed to vote in a controverted election. 

They then read the journals of the houſe, 

Dec. 1, 1702. When the right of election was 
agreed to be in the owners of burgage-houſes, no 
diſtinction was taken of the quarter-burgages ; the 
objection was only to the leaſeholders for years abſo- 
lute : and 
James Edgill and others gave evidence — That 
tenants for years abſolute were always reputed to 
have a right: and he gave inſtance of one Brown 
voting under a leaſe for 99 years abſolute : and the 
houſe then adjudged 

That leaſeholders for years abſolute had a right to 
vote. 

Nov. 26, 1680. Samuel Gibbs, the mayor, was 
ſent for in cuſtody of the ſerjeant at arms, to anſwer 
at the bar of the houſe for great miſdemeanors in 

William Cockle and Benjamin Bourn were called, 
and confronting each other in relation to Cockle's 
voting; Cockle ſaid, that both he and his father 
always voted for a copyhold ; and neither of them 
ever voted for a leaſe of years. 
had a copyhold, but they had a leaſchold, and 
always. voted for that. 

Cockle replied, his father had a copyhold 50 
years, for which he voted, and died 30 years ago. 

The committee reſolved, 

That the right of election of members to ſerve in 
parliament for this borough, is in every tenant of 
any burgage-tenement in fee for life, or 99 years 
determinable on lives, or by copy of court-roll, 
„ 
Pay II. 


yearly, being reſident within the borough, and not 
receiving alms. 


The poll was, For Mr. Bertie 29. 
| For Mr. Anneſley 28. 

For Lord Carbery 19. 

For Mr. Allanſon 18. 


For the petitioners, the counſel objected to ſixteen 
of the ſitting-members voters, as having no right : 
n alledged, they ſhould add twelve to the periti- 

ners poll. 

0 take off the ſixteen, they called 


William Cockle and Thomas Phipps ; by whoſe 


evidence it appeared, that James Clift, the voter, 
owned his father had only a chattel-leaſe: and ſaid, 
Abingdon's ſteward told him, he could not renew 
till the election was over, becauſe it would be bri- 
bery if he did. That his father died inteſtate, and 
left his widow in poſſeſſion. 

The petitioners counſel objected, there was no 
adminiſtration taken out for the father. 

i The other ſide produced a leaſe to the father for 
99 years, determinable on three lives, and letters of 
adminiſtration granted to the vorer. 

It appeared by the evidence of Cockle and others, 
that Thomas Grey voted for a houſe granted in 
leaſe to John Watts, deceaſed ; who left a wife and 
a daughter: that Grey was in poſſeſſion, but they 
did not know his title. 


To this it was anſwered, poſſeſſion was a title, 
until a better appeared. 

John Withers and William Sweetland ſaid, John 
Barker voted for a houſe, which his mother-in-law 
and he lives in: and that Barker confeſſed, that his 
father had mortgaged the leaſe. 

The other ſide produced a leaſe by Barker's fa- 
ther, determinable on three lives, and letters of ad- 
miniſtration granted to the voter. 

Brown and others ſaid, Patrick Mackay voted 
for a copyhold tenement, formerly William Cockle's: 
and Sly was in poſſeſſion at the election, as tenant to 


Samuel Gibbs, who paid the poor's rate for it as his 
own houſe. 


In anſwer it appeared, that Suſan Cockle, who 


had been dead eighteen years, was admitted to this 
houſe in 1681 : that Samuel Gibbs purchaſed it of 
William Cockle in January 1712-13 : and in Dec. 
laſt, Mackay was admitted thereto, as a purchaſer 
from Gibbs; and the payment of Mackay's purchaſe 
money was proved. 

But the petitioners counſel objected to the title, 
for want of a ſurrender of Gibbs. 

Kelloway ſaid, that the tenement, for which Wil- 
liam Amills and Samuel Bigood voted, was never 
but one half-burgage, till about ten years ago, it 
was divided into two tenements ; before which time 
it had only one vote. 

In anſwer, George Amills ſaid, this was always 
two half-burgages : and for above forty years, he 
had known two votes for it. 

Kelloway ſaid, his father told him, James Kello- 
way ſhewed him four guineas ; which, he ſaid, Lord 
Abingdon's ſteward gave him to vote for the ſitting- 
members; and ſaid, they would not let him have 
his leaſe till the election-day. 

To which it was anſwered, this evidence was only 
hearſay. | 

Sweetland and Jordan ſaid, that Michael God- 
dard voted for the houſe which his mother is in 
poſſeſſion of; and in which ſhe has her widow's 
eſtate : and Michael Goddard confeſſed, he had no 
intereſt in the houſe. 

L 11 ö On 


243 4 K „„E“ 


| 
| 
[ 


The — of — 


On the other Williams Cockle faid, that Whitaker had à bur- | 
Michael Goddard and lived within the borough before 
and has voted the teſte of the writ, and at the time of the eclec- 
copyhold ; and has mother tion ; but his father was at Bratton, which. is in the 


William Jordan faid, 


that 
ſome years lived in the houſe 


added two lives to the leaſe; and that be had no 


Thomas Brown and Jjokn Hayward faid, that 
they did not know that the houſe for which Philip 
Bendal voted had any vun. 

But Hayward owned the former poſſeffors had 
voted ; and that it always hai bern vowed for at 
three former elections. 

Upon which evidence, the ether fade reſtæd his 
title. 

William Cockle faid, that the houſe for which 
Samuel Watts, femor, word, is 2 quarter-burgage. 
And, 

Walter Smith ſaid, that Clift, the former owner, 
had ſometimes voted ; and was formetimes refuſed, 
when they did not want quanecr-burgages : and Nr. 
Gibbs refuſed him; telling hm, there was no occaſion 
for him: that Watts has hail = wm years, and his 
vote was always accepacd, becaule in was im the Earl 
of Abingdon's imtereft. 

Upon this evideacc of wong, the other fide reft- 
ed his title. 

William Jorden fail, he brand Samuel Watts, 
junior, own, that his houſe was montzaged by John 
Hancock, the former owner, w George Turner; but 
Turner was never in poem. — That Warts had 
not poſſeſſion twelve mama; and ties was the firſt 
time he voted. 

The other fide produced a kuf from the Earl of 
Abingdon to George Turner, dantd Dec. g, 1721 : 
and Turner's aſigamen w Wars thereof, dated 
June 24, 1714, for 25L confuleranon-maney. 

William Cockle fand, he wery wall knew James 
Manſell ; and knew that he kad mo burgzge- houſe to 
vote for. 

William Jorden faid, than Roger Perkins has 
lived ſome ycars in the am, but mer wowed be- 
fore: and that he had n ww wont for. 

On the other fide, in wits iA, this evidence 
was not ſufficient to take off the dun of Manſell 
and Perkins. 

It was proved, that the fem perſons before- 
named, were objetird vo ar the tne of the election. 

To add twelve to the poll, who were 
2 
but were refuſed... 

Mr. Edgill faid, that the wile of Jokm Whitaker 
the voter, was danger of Edward Pin, who 
was a copyholder for three Imes. 

And produced the ain of Pakion - nad 
aid, he thought Wiser Feed at Nas; but 
could not tell whether be rel an Weilllbaty, or - 
not. 


Phips ſaid, it was executed on the day of che date, 
or the day after : and Thomas Phips faid, it was 


pariſh of Weſtbury, but two miles from the bo- 
rough. 


Benjamin Boum and John Coe in anſwers, ſaid, 
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Philip Withers, who vored, dated Oct. 4, 17 14. 


—— the wirnneſſes to the 
ſaid, they ſaw the leaſe ſealed and delivered by 
Withers, for the uſe of his brother Philip: 


executed at Mir. Cockle's houſe. — John 


Philip's uſe. — That Philips is in poſſeſſiom, and his 
mother lives with him : and they did not believe it ro 
be a fraudulent deed. ; 

In anſwer to this, 

Samuel Sweetland ſaid, cher three weeks nfcer the 
election, Philip Withers told him, that his grand- 
father, who died inteſtate, had promiſed to make a 
leaſe to his mother for the lives of her, him, and 
his faſter : and had given a verbal direction to his 
brother John, to grant ſuch a leaſe, but he would 
not ſeal any. 

Barker faid, he was in company with Philip Wi- 
thers upon the 20th of March laſt, when Philip 
owned- WE no tight or title from his brother 


John. 


A conveyance to Walter Smith was ne 
but not proved. 

Roger Tucker ſaid, chat Smith had voted eight 
or ten years for a half-burgage, which wy — 
voted for before. 52 

On the Greing-members Gde, 

Senden faid, Smith lived « mile and a HalF out 
of the borough. 


As to William Cockle, who alſo vert Hehe 


petitioners, 

An affignment of half à burgage was produced 
from Grace Cockle to Henry Murford, dated May 
6, F502 : and a ſubſequent affignment from Mur- 
ford to Cockle, dated Dec. 29, 1714, the conſide- 
— 

Grace being called, denied her hand 3 and ſaid, 
the ded! wean tor noni that the never aſſighed 
or parted: with the to Murford, nor ever re- 


ceived any thing for it: and that ſhe has always 


had the poſſeſſion, and received the profits. 

A leaſe from the Earl of Abingdon to Adam 
Watts was dated May 1, 1683: and an 
afignment thereof, Jan. 1, 1914, from Ann Watts, 
as execurrix of her mother Margaret Watts, to 
Willam Hilman, the voter: and the witneſs to it 
fl, heel: was Where? Wave > WEck, be 
fore the election. 

I appearcd by the regiſter-certificate, that leren 
of adminiſtration had not iſſued. 

ack. Bailey, fig, de knew Ana Warts was in 


poſſeſſion 
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leſſor, who was a copyholder for life. 
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poſſeſſion at Chriftmas aft; and knew ſhe had fold 
to Hilman. * 

In anſwer it was faid, it did not zppezr Margaret 
Watts had any title. 

Kemp faid, that about three days after the elec- 
tion, Ann Watts had offered to let the eſtati. 

As to John Sly, who offered to vote for the peti- 


tioners, a leaſe was produced from the Earl of A- 


bingdon to Francis Amiot in 1700. And an af- 
by Elizabeth Amiot, as widow and admi- 
niſtratrix of Francis, to Thomas Uſher in 1706. 
And a fubſcquent affignment from Ekrabeth Uſher, 
as relit and adminiſtratrix of Thomas Uſher, to 
John Sly, executed in December laft. 

It was proved, that Sly was in poſſeſſon, and 

the rates. 


To which it was anſwered, poſſeſſion without a 
title was not ſufficient ; and that no adminiſtration 


was produced either to Francis, or Elizabeth Amiot, 
or Ehzaberh Uſher. 

Mr. Cockle, in anfwer faid, he had fince the dlec- 
tion, demanded the letters of adminiftration to the 
Amiots, of the regiſter, and offered him his fers ; 
but he refuſed to iſſue the faid adminiſtration ; and 

An from Thomas Norton and his 
wife, to Thomas Wright, was produced ; and 
proved to be executed at Mr. Cocks in Oct. Eft, 
for 100 I. in confideration of which, Wright paid 
down 301. and gave a note of his hand for the 
reſt. 

That Wright carried away the deed, and was in 
at the time of the election. 

In anfwer — William Turner was called; who 
faid, that at the latter end of December Lft, 
Wright declared to him, he had no right to voce. 

William Cockle faid, that his brother John 


Cockle who voted, had been in poſſeſſiom of a bur- 


gage 18 years, and voted in the election berween 
Mr. Trenchard and Mr. Bertie. 
The fiting-members counſel offered to produce a 


leaſe to Suſan Cockle, who was admitted to be 


dead: and it appeared to the committre, that no 
body had yet adminiftred to her. 

A leafe dated 15th January, 1714, from George 
and Willam Taylor to John Seaſon, who void, 
was produced and proved to be executed ar Mr. 
Cockle's about a fortnight before the election. The 
leaſe appeared to be but for cighty years, determi- 
nable on two lives. 

Matthias Amiot claimed by a leaſe for 99 years, 
determinable on the life of Edmund Paticeat, the 


In anſwer, it was inſiſted. this was nor a 
title, for ſuch copyholder could not grant fuch 2 
leaſe. 


Mr. Turner faid, that Patient is in goal; and 


owned to him he had bur a guinea for his cftare. 


Thomas Brown ſaid, chat Thomas Amills, who 
voted for the petitioners had been in poſſeſſion 


of a burgage-tenement many years and voted for- 
iſ | 


' That William Sweedland, who voted, has fived 
in a burgage houſe about forty years ; and boch are 


'tenams to the Earl of Abingdon. 


3p down For Apoatincnch anal 
1 he fives in London, and 
had done fo, for ſeven or cight years paſt. 
On the head of il practices the petitionets coun- 
fd obſerved upon the poll, that all the firting- 
| 2 


members voters were taken, before any one 
Vn polled for the petitioners, and called 

John Kelloway, who faid, ſix of the fitting-mem- 
bers voters, viz. Samuel Watts, ſenior, Samuel 
Watts, junior, Roger Kelloway, John Barker, Sa- 
muel Sweerland, and Roger Perkin, were ſent ſix 
Miles out of town, to Weſt Lavington, on the 
Friday night before the election; and were enter- 
tained at an inn there, from that time to Tueſday 
morning, when the election was: On Saturday the 
witneſs was there; the maſter of the houſe told him 
they muft not go home till the morning of the 
election ; and they faid they would go home time 
enough to ſpeak the word; and they got drunk 3 
times a day; the witneſs ſaw them at the Earl of 
Abingdon's on Saturday night and Monday morn- 
ing; and on Tueſday they came to the election with 
his lordſhip, on horſes provided for them, but they 
went out of town on foot. 
faid, that none of theſe ſix voters 
had any horſes of their own; and that they came 
to the poll on horſeback with the earl of Abingdon. 

Mr. Phipps faid, that James Keiloway told him, 
Lord Abingdon's Steward refuſed to let him have 
his leafe till after the election; and threatened to 
take away his houſe, if he did not vote for the ſit- 
ting members; before which, Mr. Kelloway aid, 
he would vote for the petitioners. 

That John Barker, about a week before the 
election, declared he would vote for the petitioners ; 
bur Mr. Baxter, who had his leaſe in mortgage, 
upon which there was about 161. due, refuſed to 
kr him have the leaſe till after the election; and 
told him he ſhould never have it, if he voted againſt 
the fiting· members. 

William Jorden faid, the Earl of Abingdon made 
a public treat a little before the election, and that 
there had deen, once in three years, diſtributed 
arongft the voters, a number of guineas, in wheat, 
woollen, or linnen, under the denomination of 
Bertie and Annefly. The firſt diſtribution was 
about for years ago; fince which, it hath been done 
twice or thrice; and the laſt time was about a 
twelvemonth ago, or not fo much; when the wit- 
nefs received his proportion, to the value of a gui- 
nea in wheat ; he faid, he could not be poſitive as 
to the laft time in particular, to a month, or whe- 
ther it was before, or after the Queen's death; but 
faid it was diftributed under the denomination of 
Bertie and Annefley ; and none but voters had it. 

Brown faid, that Mr. William Bourne, the may- 
or, declared publickly, in a court held about a fort- 


night or three weeks before the election, that he 
good would return Mr. Bertie and Mr. Anneſley, though 


the other candidates ſhould have a majority; he 
faid, feveral other perfons were preſent, but he did 
not know their names. 

Thomas Neat faid, that about a week before the 
election, on the day the Earl of Abingdon came to 
this borough, James Coward (who took the poll 
for Mr. Bertie and Annefley) ſollicited his vote; and 
faid, he came from the Earl of Abingdon ; and affured 
his father, that his lordſhip had promiſed upon his 
honour, that he ſhould have a farther eſtate 
in his houſe, if he voted for Mr. Bertie and Mr. 

z and Coward offered 1001. ſecurity for it 
by bond ; but did not ſay, when he was to pay for 
fuch further eſtate. 

Roger Kelloway faid, that his ſon James ſhewed 
him four guineas, which he ſaid the Earl of Abing- 
don's fieward, Mr. Paulgrave, gave him to * 

or 
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for whom his lordſhip ſhould defire z and Mr. the goth of September 1668, was produced, and ir 
* e Bertie and Mr. was proved, that Samuel Norton, the voter's father, 


John was not objefted to, when he voted. 
The fitting-members counſel the leaſe to 
the father, dated 19th November 1692. And the 


| 


under his father. : 

nj uf 5: M7 = ET was produced, 
dated Nov. 8, 1693. And 

Samuel Gibbs faid, 8 
bert Cocks, had been in poſſeſſion ever ſince his 
death; and that Henry lives with ber, and never 
voted before. 

The petitioners counſel offered to prove a poſſeſ- 
ſion in Henry Cocks, and that he had always 
voted, 

To which it was anſwered, that would not do 
without a title. 

Matthew Neate was objected to, n 
ters of adminiſtration to the father. 

A leaſe to the father was produced dated April 28, 
1670: And 
ſaid, that Neate, the father, had been dead ten or 
twelve years, his widow is living; he left three 
children, Matthew the voter, and two daughters; 
and that Matthew the voter had been in poſſeſſion 


ever ſince the father's death; but he never knew him 


vote before. 

Roger Fricker was objected to, as having no title 
under his mother; and 

A copy of the father's will, dated 15th Novem- 
ber, 1708, was he deviſes the 
weſt end of his houſe, and the uſe of his goods 
there, and half the garden, to his wife Alice, dur- 
ing her widowhood ; and reſerves to his executors, 

To juſtify this voter, the petitioners counſel pro- 
duced an aſſignment of the houſe, dated the 1orh of 
May, 1709, from two of the three executors to 
Roger Fricker, the voter, who is the other exe- 
cutor. 

It was replied, that the mother, who had her wi- 
eder, in the hooks, had mc esl. 

George Taylor was objected to, as voting under 
a leaſe to his father, who died inteſtate, and no ad- 
miniſtration taken out to him; No leaſe was pto- 
duced ; but it was proved, that the father died in 

and the voter is his eldeſt ſon. 


Thomas Noon wa jd w, 8 harng a 


title. A leaſe to Henry Belton, deceaſed, 


married Bchon's daughter, 6— — 
ſeſſion. 

. count, ther 
this leaſe was expired, and a new one granted to 
the voter 1707 ; but fuch new leaſe was not 


proved. 
under Cicely and Mary Jones ; to whom a leaſe 
was granted, dated April zft, 1682. 

It was anfwered for the petitioners, that this leaſe 
was expired; and they produced a new leaſe, granted 
to the voter, dated the 26th of March 1704. 

To which it was replied, that Amills was dif- 
qualified by bribery. 

Benjamin Bourne faid, - that he knew Richard 
Clacey's houſe is a quarter-burgage. 

William Sweetland, in anſwer Haid, be formerly 
collected the rents, and then this houſe was an half- 
burgage ; but could not fay what it is now. 

On the head of bribery, the firnng-members 

counſel called, 

Samuel Wars, junior, who faid, he voted for 


to make a bargain with any of the voters for their 
n 
afterwards acquainted with, and faid, he 
would pay the money; that his lordſhip put ten 
guincas into her hand, w engage her father's vote, 
but the gave it back again. 

Iba Richard Tracey was guarded about the 
town by another perſon ro hinder his going over to 
the firung-membery. 
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and. then Read. invited the voters to a treat that | 


day. | 

Clare he got 501. for his father's voting for the pe- | 
Adoners. 1 

Michael Bayly faid, that Mr. John Cooper offer- - 
ed to cloath his three: children, if he would vote | 
for the petitioners. 

William Sims faid, that 22d January laſt Mr. | 
Robert Holton offered him ten guineas to voce for | 
the petitioners ; or if he would not vote, offered | 
him the ſame ſum and a horſe to carry him out 

town. | 

John Adlam faid, the Lord Carbury offered him 
any money for his vote ; that he did not vote; 
and that he had been threatened by William Jorden 
upon account of his giving evidence. | 

Samuel Sweetland faid, that George Taylor, one | 
of the petitioners voters, ſaid to him in the mar- | 
Eket- place, fince the election, that it was a damned | 
toadiſh, whiggiſh, low parliament ; and that he was 
ſure the petitioners would be brought in, had they 
had but ten votes; and that William Jorden threat- 
ened him, if he gave evidence. | 
_ William Kemp faid, that Roger Fricker threatned 
him, that he ſhould be thrown into Newgate, if he 
came up on the fitting-members fide. 


— — — — — — 


her all night. 
To invalidate the credit of Samuel Swertland, 
a witneſs for the ſirting-members, the petitioners 


| 
| 
| 


Hugh Whatley ſaid, that Samuel Sweetland is a 
bailiff, a ſcandalous fellow, of very ill reputation, 
and a great liar. 


All the leaſes produced on either fide, appeared 


elected a burgeſa, to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough. 


3. That the right honourable Lord George Car- 
bery, of the kingdom of Ireland, is duly elected 
a a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 


4. ITThat Charles Allanſon, eſquire, is duly elected 
a a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this bo- 
M m m agreed 


4 
4 


4 
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agreed unto by the houſe, and the return ovdered 29 tion of « burgeſs c ſerve in this C for this 
be amended. 


— — [eur — r9-3he cnmpatenes. of 
privileges and elections, n 
agents, Wan . | 
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county Wilks 


25th. Mr. Gi 
mirree to the matter of the ſaid election, ny Jo | 
lows. | 
That 
7 . 
kfe, | 
PY. 
or 2 d. yearly ; being reſident within the borough, 
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_ Privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
che fame, with their opinion. 
| 25th,” 1680: A petitzon of Thomas Ken- 

him fign it,” not could he fay any thing to the truth ae ee Coutts, eſquires, was read. 
of it, having never examined it with che original Ordered, that it be referre to the committee of 
poll; but ſoon after the election, he ſaw chis paper, ö i | | 
in che hands of Mr. View Dore wo cherry hr 

— nk g fit upon this 
ee to eee Coſy i 
the poll, the counſel for the {petitioners acquainted 
e Ore "Ore" "ONE: 
whereupon 
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Egg 


. cron of members 
lerve in parliament for this borough. 

. 'Ordered the clerk of che Crown do amend this 
March 31, 1724. Landes of dell too. houſe to-morrow morning. 

way, elq; was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt elec- | 23d. 


494 Tus elerł of the Crown attended 
* acquainted the houſe, that there is no re- 


turn made into the office of the derk of the Crom 


for this purſuant to the writ which was 
made our of the 'rgth day of July laft. 

' Ordpred, the "deputy- 
— . bank er me, bw rene 
next. 


25th. The deputy-ſheriff of Cornwall attended at 


the-door according to order; 
The houſe was informed that the return for this 
was returned into the Crown-office ; 
Ordered, chat the faid depury-theriff of the coun- 
ty'of Cormwall be diſcharged from any farther at- 
June 29, 1726. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Edward Trelawney, eſquire, made a com- 
miſſioner of the Victualling · office. 


WESTMINSTER. 


H1S city is within the county of Middle- 
ſex, and extends itſelf to the gates of the city 
of London. Itis the ancient refidence of our kings, 
and the place' where the parliament hath for the 
moſt been held. The time of its ſending members 
to parliament is not certain; nor are the grounds for 
its ſo doing, known. It is certain, that the ſheriff 
of Mi made no return of it before the 12th 
— . of Edward IV. There are ſeveral returns of the 
8 ſheriff of Middleſex, before this time, of knights of 
nig IOTRRNAPANE 2s burgenſes in balli- 
da mea: nor ibs there any of any return it 
ever made, before it became a city. Upon the diſ- 
Pry ſolution of the abbey, in the year of our Lord 1539, 
dels King Henry VIII. made it a city and biſhop's ſee: 
bs, go. and, it is ſuppoſed, in right of being a city, it was 
H. VUIL. Grft ſummoned to ſend burgefſes, or citizens to par- 
lament; the firſt return, which appears, 
Return is in the iſt of Edward VI. The right of elec- 
- tion has never had a determination in the houſe of 
commons : but it has always been apprehended to 
belong to the inhabitants of the city and liberty, 
poying oe nd fo The great queſtion, that has 
modern times arofe, has been, who are to be 
deemed the inhabitants? of which I ſhall in this 

place take ſome notice. 

The extent ef the city and liberties is eſteemed 
to be from Temple-bar to Kenſington, Chelſea, 
and Se. Mary-te-bone : 2 of the two for- 
a but within this 


circumference there are ſeveral | which are not 
within the juriſdiction of 'the city, altho* within the 
liberty or ſcite thereof ; and t fore thoſe who 


dwell therein, are not to be looked upon as inhabi- 
tants of the city and liberty. _ 
Sethe The duchy of Lancafter has a great juriſdiction 
carter of on the Thames” banks, or Strand. This was cer- 
dy. tainly formerly within the limits: but upon the 
foundation of that duchy, ſeparated from it, and be- 
came ſubject to the duchy- court; nor has the 
high-baffiff, who is the returning officer, any juriſ- 
_ dition therein. The inhabitants have often been 
admitted to vote: but there has been no determi- 
N vl. nation in parliament concerring i. 
aner The palace of Whitehall and Scotland-wypard are 
dearch- free from the juriſdiction of the high-bailif. It 
nr was formerly the palace of the archiepiſcapal ſee of 
York, Tork, and fo continued, until Henry VIII. got ic 
— from Cardinal Wolſey, and made a royal palace 
98 thereof. It 4s neither rated to the pariſh levies 
Di within the ag. nor ſubjett to the juriſdiction of 
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The liberty of St. Martin's-le-Grand claim a bee Dug. 
right to vote at the election of members to ſerve for at Mo. 
this city. It vs formerly a religious houſe, grant- N-. 
ed to the church of Weſtminſter; and in ſome re-pourr's 
ſpett is ſubject to the offices of the dean and chap- rene. 
ter. They have been, for the moſt part, allowed to 
vote; but ſometimes queried: nor has any deter- 
mination been made 

This is the ſtate of the right of election; 
and though there has never been a determination 
of it in parliament, there have been ſeveral peti- 
tions, complaining of undue elections, before the 
houſe of commons; and ſeveral reſolutions, relating 

to perſons voting oting for the ſaid city and liberty; 
which here follow. 

Feb. 26, 1620. Sir Thomas Ireland and Mr. 

Holt, counſel at the bar for Mr. Mann's election. 

Sir Edward Coke :— that the committee of opi- 
nion, that the * opinion of Mr. Mann void, therefore * Sic orig. 
the counſel now to make good the election. 1 
Sir Edward Wardor, that if the houſe ſhall not 
be ſatisfied then they will have counſel. 

Sir Thomas Ireland pro Mr. Mann's election. — 
The queſtion, whether the writ ſo perſected by the 
election of Mr. Doubleday, and the indentures of 
it ſcaled, but not returned to the ſheriff, nor by him 
into Chancery.——That the election, but the incep- 
tion ; the conſummation, the return of the ſheriff, 
and from him to the Chancery. — No full election 
till the return ; for could not come to treat here. 

Difference between a Venire Facias, where the 
names not mentioned. Upon an Habeas Corpora, may 
return them, which are dead ; becauſe may be ſup- 
plied by tales. 

Mr. Holt. The caſe rare. The queſtion never 
ſearched into before. An abortive execution. — 
The writ three parts Eligi Facias. Retornari Facias; 
Two Ita Quod:; which muſt be ſupplied. 
| Mr. Speaker interrogateth Sir Thomas Ireland; 
What if the election had been returned to the ſhe- 
riff? who anſwered, the ſheriff had been bound to 
return it. 

Mr. Mallet agreeth that every election muſt be 
free, and abſolute. That the firſt indenture may be 
avoided by a 2d writ. —36 Hen. VIII. Trewinnard's 
caſe, —No new writ. 

Mr. Hackwill — the election of Mr. 
Mann. Ee 
appearing.—A man can elect but once; the ſtatute 
23 Hen. VI. againſt ĩt. The reaſon that maketh 
moſt for the ſecurity, honour, and power, of the 
houſe, is beſt to be accepted; then may put him out 
again, that is once choſen. —A man elected, and after 
called to the upper-houſe, or choſen a judge, they 
cannot chooſe again. 

Mr. Serjeant Towſe— for the election. 

Mr. Glanvyll: In doubt ofthe lawherein. — Two | 

- 1. The inconvenience the ſheriff may receive 
his return :— 2dly, The prejudice, this houſe may 
receive by this precedent. —The ſheriff may be Pu- 
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niſhed both by the party grieved and this houſe. No 
inconvenience here, becauſe no practice in any; but by 
the aftof God. —Relation here by thisdeath, asifnever 


| had been choſen. —Moveth for ſome reſpite to adviſe. 


Mr. Crew. This caſe without book or precedent. - 


That we have never queſtioned any return, where 
no abuſe, or practice. Not to do it ex icio. | 
Sir Edward Coke. Rather preparatus than pro- 
peratus meditationes.———The King's writ of record. 
No man 2 till returned of record. 7 
Rich. II. baron called by writ to parliament (till 
then all called by writ) he died before he came to 
the houſe. — Queſtioned, whether he a baron or not? 
reſolved, no; nor his fon a baron, becauſe the writ 
not returned, nor he fat in parliament. The elec- 
tion, but an inception z S 
the return, the conſummation. 

Where a man executeth part of his authority, 
there he may execute his power, De coronatore 
eligendo. One choſen and dieth before the return, 
they may. chooſe another by that writ. — No re- 
moving any member of - this houſe, but where 
or abuſe. To adviſe. _. 

' Maſter of the wards.—To hear no more of it. 

Sir George Moor. That the complaint was by 
many inhabitants, and that double ; of matter of law, 
and nar CF — 7", nn 
examined. 
of the election of Mr. Mann. For Mr. . 
election. 

o 1 

Sir Edward Wardor, contre. That the dean re- 
fuſed to number them by the poll. 
Sir A. Ingram. For Mr. Mann's election. 
Maſter of the rolls, Not to trouble ourſelves 
any longer with it. 

Sir Robert Philppes. To defer it. 
March 22d. Sir George Moor reporteth for this 
city, that the committee held Doubleday being once i 
choſen, and the writ executed, could not after chooſe 
without a new writ.— That objected, no warning 
given. But appeared, notice was given, and that 
they appeared accordingly ; alledged, that a cry 
of women and children, and- that no diviſion ; but 

that a diviſion made in three parts ; for 
Mann, Forſett, and Sir John Davys; and teſtified 
by divers, that two or three for one, for Mr. Mann, 
therefore no diviſion needed. Objected, that the re- 
turn of Mann void, becauſe no indentures made be- 
tween the ſheriff and electors; but between the elec- 
tors and the bailiff. 

Sir Edward Wardot. To have the lawyers de- 
c 
turn of Mr. Mann. 

| 3 That Nr. Mann defireth 
to be heard by. counſel in this point. 

Sir William Heale. That the ſheriff is to be 

to amend the return. 
Mr. Mallet. That the bailiff here in the nature 
of the ſheriff, hath execution and return of writs : 
thet this dong Ferween the waygy and Juris of the 
Cinque Ports. 

Mr. Brook: contre; Te the Werft amnadak 
his precept to Weſtminſter z the ſtarute of 23-H. 


VI. fo, Therefore this return void and none. Tet 


. 


Mr. Shervyle. That by the words of the ſtatute 


the return void; becauſe not made to the ſheriff. 
No uſe, nor precedents, in this caſe, can ſerve. . 


the committee of 
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ſtanding the ſtatute of Give. adus. That if che re · 


. „ 
Leiceſterſhire caſe; 

Mr. 1 
a ſtatute, which, expreſs in point. The return, both 
of Sir Edward Villiers and Mann, void. And chat 
divers boroughs having mn 
indentures to the ſheriffl. 
re 

Sir Edward Coke. — Conſuetuds optima interpret 
legum.— The election clearly good. — If che bailiff 
of Weſtminſter have ever done it ſithence the ſta- 
rute, not to alter it. ' 

Upon the queſtion : . whether the return. of Sie 
Edvard Villiers and Mr. Mann, good? Revolred, 
it was. 

June 21, 1625. Sir John Danvers preſeatech. . 
petition for this city. 

Referred to the committee of 

June 26, 1661. — — 


privileges, touching the election 
this city: that Sir Philip Warwick and Sir Ri- 


F. 


* 


chard Everard, having much the greater number, 
are burgeſſes upon the view by the bai- 
liff of Weſtminſter : after the demand of a poll, 
on behalf of Sir Thomas Clarges, Sir William 
Playters, and Sir William Pultney had inted 
five clerks to 

an hour 

and the 

burgeſles 

houſe. — 


March 20, 1678. A petition of Sir Philip hat- 
thews, baronet, and Sir William Waller, knight, 
complaining: of undue practices uſed by the bailiff 
of this city-and liberty, in che electing and retum- 


ſerve in this preſent parliament for the ſaid city, in 
injury of the petitioners, who were duly elected, 
and ought to have been returned, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and electichs, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their 


opinion. 

March 21ft. A petition of ſeveral of the in- 
habitants of this city, complaining of an undue 
election and return of Sir Fox and Sir 
William Pultney, to ſerve in this parliament for this 
city, in injury of the was read. 

| Ordered, chat it be referred to the committee of 

privileges and elections, to-examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Oct. 25, 1680. A petition of Sir Wilken Waller 
was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
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Mr. Crew. Two queſtions; whether the return "I 
good ?— Thar uſe, in a ſpecial liberty, time. out pr 
of mind, may make this good z as a cuſtom in a 
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ove-.right ue give voices in de cledtioh. of citizens, 
to ſerve in parliament for this city. $ $5 
2. That Sir William Pultney u duly choſen a 
citizen, to ſerve in this parliament for this city. 
3. That Sir Francis Withens was not duly choſen 
a Citizen. to ſerve in this parliament for this city. 

4- That Sir William Waller is duly choſen a 
. ²˙*»WW palidenes for this 
city 
ee being bwion bend, they 
were alſo reſolved by the houſe. And the return 
ordered to be amended. 

Dec. 14, 1698. A petition of Sir Henry Dutton 
Colt was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
invited by a conſiderable number of voters for this 
city, to ſtand as their repreſentative in this parlia- 
ment z for which purpoſe, the petitioner was a 
candidate at the laſt election: but by the manifeſt 
partialky of the head-bailiff of this city, and by 
votes procured by entertainments and menaces, and 
of others not qualified, the ſaid bailiff hath return- 
ed James Vernon, eſquire, and Charles Montague, 
eſquire, as choſen. repreſentatives for this city; al- 
though Mr. Montague was otherwiſe incapable of 
being choſen repreſentative for the faid city : and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee 
of privileges and. eletians, te examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Ordered, that the ſaid committee: do hear the 
——— ; 

. 2ſt. ——. 
morning, 

A complaiat being made, chat one William 
Woolaſton, a witneſs, at the committee of privileges 
and elections, was upon Monday laſt arreſted, as 
he went from the ſaid committee, by one Leiceſter 
and his follower, who ſtill detain him in their 
cuſtody, in breach of the privileges of the houſe; 

Ordered, that the ſaid Leiceſter and his follower 

do aead the houſe t0-morrow morning, and bring 
with them the ſaid Woolaſton. 
22d. Sir Rowland Gwyn, according to order, re- 
pore the ram of the ſaid dien upon the ſaid 
petition, as followeth, 
That the patikianers.coudh en übe Mag 
* upon the poll ; 
but inſiſted, there had irregularittes in the elec- 
tion; and alſo that Mr. Montague was not qualified 
to. be elected. | 

As to. the irregularities, they called Mr. Smith, 
| clerk. of the peace, and others; whoſe evidence 
was, that a 
by the foreman, in the nature of a preſentment ; by 
which they recommended the ſitting-members as 
perſons of great parts, worth and loyalty, and the 

this city : 


Ball ſaid, the foreman told the jury, it came 
from the bench. — Bur Mr, Meard, the foreman, 


paper was tendered to the grand jury, 


* 


nens, who had no vote, but was followed by Hol- 


they beſpoke a ſhoulder of veal, but he not know- 


and after making tbe Grid profentnent; ſeveral of 
the juſtices and jury went to Mr. Montague's houſe, 
though they miſſed him, but met with Mr. Vernon, 
and made it their requeſt to him to be a candidate, 
1 not carry the preſentment with 


8 to another point they called Evans, Dolben, 
and others ; who ſaid, they were in Tothilfields at 
the election, and there were great diſorders in the 
fields: that a party of horſe, who appeared for Mr. 
Montague and Mr. Vernon, broke in- upon many 
perſons on foot, who were for the petitioner, and 
trode upon ſome, and forced others into a ditch, 
and wounded others ; An one Gill, who 
died of his bruiſes. 

Gillingham faid, captain Dent entered the horſe 
grenadiers to put off their houſeings, and ride as 
houſekeepers in coloured cloaths; and ſerjeants Hedly, 
Chitham and Barton, were then under Dent's com- 
mand; and that Jennings, a corporal of horſe 
grenadiers, knocked down ſeven or eight with a 
broom - ſtaff. 

Giles and Woodburn ſaid, that one in a gold- 
laced ſcarlet coat, like an officer, rode up to the 
petitioner, and held a piſtol at him, and ſwore there 
would be murder, if he did not go out of the 
field: and Giles faid, the ſaid perſon being aſked 
what he had to do there? ſaid, his buſineſs was to 
bring men on and off, 

Boſwell ſaid, they beat and abuſed, and threatned 
a man, till he cried out, I Montague and a Vernon. 

Woodburn faid, he being a ſoldier, was com- 
manded by Harding to poll for Mr. Montague and 
Mr. Vernon; but anſwered, he did not pay to 
church and ** yet owned, he polled for the 
petitioner. 

Dando ſaid, that Taylor, the meſſenger, knocked 
him down, for which he paid him a guinca after- 
wards in ſatisfaction. 

_ Jeffrys ſaid, that Gibbons and Ferryman, and 
others, with whips and ſticks, ſtruck and abuſed 
many of the petitioner's party. 

Several witneſſes ſaid, one party was led by Jen- 
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lingworth and Mears, and others; ſome armed with 
clubs, piſtols and ſwords, on horſeback ; and the 
horſes were large, like ſoldiers or coach-horſes : 
and the petitioner's men aſſaulted without provoca- 
tion, as they ſaw; only it had been reported, that 
cards and dice had been thrown, and ſand and duſt 
thrown. 

Two ſurgeons ſaid, they had ſeveral of the wound- 
ed under their care. 

Jeffries ſaid, he heard Mr. Argus ſay, Mr. 
Montague got Tom of Weine given to the 
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Rogers ald, it was 1 that a door into 
the Park would bd opened by Mr. Montague's 
means. 

That as to r they called Woolley and 
Stroud; who ſaid, they were ſent by Brown, a 
meſſenger, and 5 Bateman, to a publick ua 
and aſked to vote for Mr. Montague and Mr. 
Vernon, and eat and drank there, and Brown and 
Bateman paid for-it. They were alſo, Stroud ſaid, 
treated at a coffee-houſe, but could not ſay it was 
by Mr. Montague's and Mr. Vernon's order, or 
that they paid for ir. 

Wade ſaid, Brown and Bateman were three times 
at his- houſe, and ſent for ſeveral, and deſired their 
votes for Mr. Montague and Mr. Vernon: that 


Nan ing 
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election, and the diſturbance began 


N of WRZTMI TER. 


eren 64. given 
him for his horſe. 

Nelthorp ſaid, Eads aſked him to come to his 
houſe and eat bacon z and ſaid, they would go in a 
body to vote for Mr. Montague and Mr. Vernon. 

Sprat ſaid, that juſtice Tully aſked one, whither 
he was going? and he faid, to vote for the peti- 
tioner : and Mr. Tully touched him with his cane, 
and bid him go about his buſineſs ; CDT 
he had better not go. 

As to the poll, they called Baldwin, who wel 
the poll for the petitioner ; who ſaid, chat a little 
before the cloſe of the poll, the petitioner deſired 
it might be adjourned for an hour, becauſe he ex- 
pected a great number in the afternoon ; but it was 
denied : —. Baldwin owned, there were none 
to be polled at the time when it was cloſed ; and 
chat chere were ſeven or eight proclamations, before 

it was Cloſed : that after the poll was aver, he went 
by the petitioner's order to the high-bailiff for his 
book, which he did not then deliver; but faid, he 
ſhould have it, when the other candidates had 
theirs. 

As to the exception to Mr, Montague's qualifica- 
tion, the petitioner's counſe] explained it was in 
relation to his being one of the Lords Juſtices, who 
ſigned a proclamation for proroguing the parlia- 
men 


t. 
For Mr. Montague and Mr. Vernon, were called 
Mr. Stone and others; who ſaid, they were at the 
by the peu. 
tioner's party throwing dirt and ſand, &c. and 
ſtriking the horſes, without provocation: that Mr. 
Montague and Mr. Vernon were at a diſtance, and 
did not encourage the diſturbance. 

Sir Talbot Clark faid, that the petitioner's black- 
moor ſtruck his horſe over the noſe, and beat his 
man; and the petitioner ſaid, go on, go on; and 
he did not ſce any diſturbance before the petitioner's 

it. 

Fox ſaid, he hal known the dleftions ug years ; 
and it was uſual for the ordinary people to make 
diſturbance, and they come in an infolent manner, 
and frighten the horſes : and formerly, Sir Gilbert 
Gerrard and Mr. Owen, were forced to be carried 
off upon a diſturbance occaſioned by their own 
| He alſo ſaid, he wrote the poll, and could 
ſay it was the faireſt he had known, and no parti- 
ality on either ſide : that all perſons were admitted 
to the bar indifferently, to poll: that there was no 
threatning or browbeating of the petitioner's voters: 
and for the convenience of gentlemen, thoy were let 
into court, and polled for each fide alternately : that 
it was a quarter paſt two then, and 16 proclama- 
tions were made before it was cloſed : that for ſove- 
ral proclamations, only one man came in at the gd 
proclamation, to keep it on foot : that the reaſon of 
not delivering the petitioner's clerk the books was, 
— —— and agree 

the ſeals, the books having been ſealed at every ad- 
journment: that upon caſting them up, they all 
agreed ; and there were 

For Mr. Montague — * 
For Mr. Vernon 
ä For the Petitioner — | 

That Mr. Vernon and Mr. wauld have 
called more witneſſhs as to the poll: but the com- 
mittee were ſatisfied; and conſidered the 


objection to Mr. Montague's qualification, as to his 


n 


1. That Charles Montague, eſquire, is duly elect. 


ed a - — —ꝛ eana 


I 
city. * | 
| 2. me ene dene eien is debe cefiadia i 
citizen, to ſerve in this parliament for this city. 0 

> TR ES 0 
is frivolous, vexatious, and ſcandalous. ; 

The dad chree reſolutions being vvice read, were ( 
agreed unto by the houſe. j 

Reſolved, that no alien, not being cis er 4 
naturalized, 1 t 
bers to ſerve in parliament. N 

Ordered; din be an inflenion 60 the manbers, 4 1 
who are to prepare 2 bill for qualifying of members 
to ſit in parliament, and further regulating elections, | 
that they bring into the ſaid bill a clauſe, or clauſes, 
purſuant to the ſaid reſolution." - ? : 

23d. Mr. William Woolaſton and John Leiceſter 
attended, according to order, and were called to the 
bar; where they were examined touching the arreſt- : 0 
ing Mr. Woolaſton, and they withdrew: and it ap- i 
pearing to. the houſe, that the faid John Leiceſter, | 
a marſhal's-court man, did arreſt the ſaid Mr. t 
Woolaſton, as he was going from the committee of 
privileges and elections, to which he was ſum- 


moned. 
Reſolved, that the ſaid John Leiceſter is guilty of 
5 of this houſe ; and ordered, 


Henry Dutton 
Colt was read; ſhewing, that at the election for ci- 
tizens, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
city and liberty, | 


4 . 24A ans es AO 8A ao - 1 
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right honourable Mr. 


„„ os a. Gs oath wo 2c "tres ied 


, Medlycot had a majority of 
— him, contrary to juſtice, 
n right : and many 
foul practices were uſud before and after the 
prejudice of the petitioner; which will 
examination: and praying &c. 

it be heard at the bar of the houſe 


g # 0 


- that Mr. Jobs 'Mugaies, high- 
3 do forthwith lay before the 


poll-books of the laſt election 


d nos come to be heard until— e 
ee The houſe, according to order, 
— ws the ASI Reef the ſaid 
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And the counfel were called in, and the petition 
rend: and after hearing counſel on both ſides, and 
ſeveral witneffes examined in relation to the proceed- 
ings of Mr. John Huggins, high-bailiff of this 
city, who preſided at the ſaid election: and the 
counſel withdrawn— - 1 
| Reſolved, chat Mr. John Huggins, high-bailiff 
of this city, at the late election of citizens, to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this city, has, in de- 
fiance of the laws, arbitrarily and illegally refuſed 
to tender the oath of abjuration, when required fo 
to do, and thereby is guilty of an high crime and 
miſdemeanor. 

- Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Huggins be, for his 
ſaid offence, committed to her Majeſty's goal of 
Newgate. * 

Ordered, that the merits of the election be con- 
fidered again on Saturday next. | 
18th. The houſe proceeded in heating the matter 
of the faid election: and the counſel being called 
in, and heard; and ſeveral witneſſes examined — 
Reſolved; that Thomas Medlycot, eſquire, is duly 
elected a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this city. 
Oct. 25, 1722. A petition of William Lowndes, 
eſquire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the election of 
members, to ſerve in parliament for the city and 
liberty of Weſtminſter,” Archibald Hutchinſon, eſ- 
quire, John Cotton, efquire, Sir Thomas Croſs, ba- 
ronet, and the petitioner, were candidates: that the 
high-bailiff of Weſtminſter appointed a day for his 
viewing the houſekeepers who had right to vote in 
Tothillfields; and the poll to be taken in New-Palace 
Yard: and as the petitioner and Sir Thomas Croſs 
rode through ſeveral parts of the liberty, the houſe- 
keepers who followed them, were violently annoyed 
with ſtones and filth, thrown by a looſe, diſorderly 
fort of people: and when the ſaid Sir Thomas 
Croſs and the petirioner were entered into the fields, 
they found the other candidates were in poſſeſſion of 
the higher ground, and among them a great num- 
ber of lovfe and diforderly ons who had no 
tight to vote; on which ground they were provided 
wiih brickbars, ſtones, and clods of dirt; and were 
armed with clubs, and other weapons; and they did 
violently aſſault the houſekeepers that were with Sir 
Thomas Croſs and the petitioner, without any pro- 
vocation given ; whereby many, who reſolved to 
vote for the petirioner, were wounded and otherways 
injured, and ſeveral narrowly eſcaped with their 
lives: and by the ſaid violences, ſo committed 
before any poll was taken, great numbers of the 
houſekeepers were deterred; ſo that the petitioner 
toft the benefit of their votes: that during the time 
of the poll, great numbers of the ſaid Tooſe and 
diſorderly perſons lay in wait in ſeveral ſtreets and 
places, and particularly at Charing-Croſs, and be- 
fore Whitehall, and in King's-ftreet, Union · ſtreet, 
and other avenues leading to Palace- Tard: who in 
an hoſtile manner attacked the houſekeepers, coming 
as well iri nambers as by themſelves, to vote for the 
petitioner, or for Sir Thomas Croſs, and wounded 
and knocked down, and barbarouſly uſed many of 
them, and forced a great number to retire home; 
and a great multitude of ſuch looſe and diſorderly. 
perſons filled the ſaid Palace-Yard, who made it 
their buſineſs by menaces, to influence votes in fa- 
would have polled for the petitioner or Sir Thomas 
Croſs, whereby many were intimidated ; and. ſuch 
as did venture to give their votes for Sir Thomas 
Croſs or the petitioner, were treared with ſuch op- 
E 


probrious language, as ſerved to deter others : that 
all the ou and violences were cotnmitted in 
behalf of the ſaid Mr. Hutchinſon and Mr. Cotton; 
and are repugnant of the laws of this realm, which 
injoin the freedom of election: that Sir Thomas 


Croſs and' the petitioner, finding a great number of 
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houſekeepers who had a right to vote were deterred, 


and would not venture their lives or limbs to give 
their votes, wrote a letter to the high - bailiff, ac- 
quainting him they could not conceive an election, 
begun and carried on in ſuch a manner, could be 
conſidered as a due or free election; and declaring 
that the ſaid Sir Thomas Croſs and the petitioner 


would not appear farther as candidates at the place 


where he took the poll : that the petitioner did 
comply with the ſaid notice given: that by reaſon 
of the ſaid outrages and violence, a very great 
number of houſekeepers within the city and liberty 
of Weſtminſter remained unpolled ; and a great 


number of thoſe who intended to vote for the peti- 


tioner, have been deprived of their voices, in the 
manifeſt wrong and prejudice, as well of the ſaid 
inhabitants as of the. petitioner : and the ſaid Mr. 
Hutchinſon and Mr. Cotton have, by ſuch means 
and practices, gotten themſelves to be returned by 
the ſaid high-bailiff : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar of the houſe 
on Saturday ſeven- night. 
Nov. 3. The houſe proceeded in the hearing of 
the matter of the ſaid petition. 

And the counſel on both ſides were called in, 

The petition was read. 


And the petitioner's counſel were heard; and 


ſeveral witneſſes were examined on the petitipner's 
behalf, in relation to riots and tumults, before and 
at the time of the election. 


After which the counſel for the fitting-members 


Ordered the matter of the ſaid petition be farther 


heard on Tueſday next. 

6th. The houſe proceeded in the farther hearing 
of the ſaid petition. Ls 

And the counſel were called in, and the ſitting- 
memibers counſel produced ſeveral witneſſes, who 
were examined in regard to the method of carrying 
on the election, and ſummed up their evidence. 
Then the petitioner's counſel were heard by way 
of reply, and examined ſome witneſſes. 
| Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that there 
were notorious riots and tumults at the late election 
of citizens, to ſerve in parliament for this city, in 
defiance of the laws of the realm, and in violation 
of the privileges of parliament. | 

Reſolved, that Archibald Hutchinſon, eſquire, is 
not duly elected a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this city. Ds 

Reſolved, that John Cotton, eſquire, is not duly 
elected a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this city. 

Reſolved, that the late election of citizens to 
| in parli this city, is. a vid election. 
W 22 ip an « 736. PIGS fe «pho 
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WESTMORELAND County. 


| HIS is one of the Northern counties of this 

kingdom ; and has, I apprehend, returned 
knights to the parliament from the 22d of Edward 
the firſt : but 1 neither meet with any particular 
memoirs thereof amongſt the returns; nor do I 
find any complaint in the houſe - of commons con- 
cerning the election : the only pm I have to in- 
ſert is, | 


May 
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May 23, 1726. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for electing a knight of the ſhire for this county, 
_ is jrom of Anbar Lat” eſquire, made a 
commiſſioner of the revenue in Ireland. 


' WEYMOUTH and MELCOMBE-REGIS. 


HESE ate fituate in Dorfithire, and were 

2 formerly two boroughs; but in Queen Eliza- 

n time, by act of parliament they were united: 

which act was confirmed in the 15th year of King 

James the firſt: and as formerly they ſent each two 

burgeſſes, ſo now there are four returned, by one 

returning officer, in two indentures ; viz. the two, 

who have the majority, are returned as burgeſſes 

for Weymouth ; and the other two as burgeſſes for 
Melcombe-Regis. 

Wiltis's The firſt of theſe, as Doctor Willis writes, viz. 


Notitia, Weymouth, firſt ſent burgeſſes to parliament in the 


p. 436, er 
in the 19th of the ſame reign, before the gth of 

ID. 446 Edward the third : ſince which time it has returned, 
as other boroughs. 

Ib. 453. Melcombe firſt returned in the 8th of Edward 
the ſecond, though ſummoned in the 33d and 34th 
of Edward the firſt — et ballivi nullum reſponſum de- 

Br. Parl- derunt. In the ad of Henry the fifth, the burgeſſes 

_ 256- for both were elected by depuration from each bo- 
rough in the county - court, as appears by the inden 

See In- ture of return. After this, I meet with no me- 

denture moirs of its elections, or repreſentative in that re- 


ſor thi 
county, ſpeR, till ſince 


oy V. of the houſe of commons afford theſe 


ix, “ Novy. , 1597. Mr. Brograve, attorney for the 
See duchy, one of the committee for the examination 
— of matters of privileges and returns, reported, that 
Journa", be and the reſidue of the committee had ſeen the 
pragal ot. ſheriff of Dorſet, for the electing into 
parliament the burgeſſes of Weymouth and 
Math Rees heretofore two diſtin& boroughs ; - 
but of late years united and incorporated into-one 
by her Majefty's letters patent, with ability and pri- 
vilege to elect nevertheleſs four burgeſſes into the 
parliament, as informer times they had uſed to do, 
when they were diſtin boroughs. : and that the 
mayor, þailiffs, and commonalty, of Weymouth and 
Melcombe-Regis, had, upon the ſheriff's precept, 
directed unto them, elected four burgeſſes, and re- 
turned chem under the ſeal of their corporation, and 
that the bailiffs have elected two others beſides ; 
which four burgeſſes are certified into this houſe 
from the clerk of the Crown, and are ſworn into 
the ſame houſe accordingly ; but the ſaid two other 
burgeſſes are neither certified nor ſworn into the 
houſe, neither elected by precept from the ſaid ſhe- 
riff, forany thing the ſaid committee could perceive : 
and that therefore their opinion was that the faid 
four burgeſſes, ſo as aforeſaid duly and orderly elected 
and returned, ſhould ſtill continue members of this 
houſe, and not the other two i returned, if 
it ſhall be ſo thought good, into the houſe; for that 
if the ſaid two burgeſſes, if they find themſelves 
kinds 1 he the ſaid election, may take 
their remedy againſt the ſheriffs. 
All which being . recited to the houſe by Mr. 
— it was ordered een. 
ingly. | 


double return for the of Melcombe-Regis ; 
chat upon examination of the fac it appeared to 
the. commireee, that Peter Middleton, merchant, 


eformation, when the journals 


elquire, was read. | 
Ordered, that it be referred o the committee of 


Ordered, chat D 
and cleftions, to cxamine the matter, and 
report the fame, with their opinion. 

25. A petition of the frecholders of theſe bo- 
roughs touching the election for the faid ** 
was read. 

Ordered. that it be referred} to the committee of 


Jan. 4. 1697. The bouſe en 
Reginald Marryot had ſent to ſeveral members of this 
that be had been con- 


and carried on; 
and in what manner he had been drawn into the 
fame : 

Ordered, To the faid Reginald Marryoct be 
ſurumoned to attend this houſe immediately. 

r r 

He was brought in by the ferjeant at arms attend- 
ing this houſe w the bar, where he delivered an 
e 
figned by himſelf, whach he read at the bar; and 
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and chat Me, Spotter do ies his warrants for that 


Ordered, that the chief governor of the Tower 
do take care that no perſon be admitted to diſcourſe 
with, or bring any letters to the ſaid Mr. Knight, 
without order of this houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Knight have a copy 
of the faid information, and that- he do give in his 
anſwer thereto in writing upon Friday morning next. 

7th. Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe, that he 
had by the chief governor of the Tower this morn- 
ing received a letter from Mr. John Knignt, with 
his anſwer to the information given againſt him; 
and with a requeſt from Mr. S Knight, that his 
wife might be admitted to come to him. 

Ordered, that Mrs. Knight have leave to reſort 
to her huſband in the Tower. 


Then the letter from Mr. Knight was read; and 


© —— viz. 


Hovouradle Sir, 

<*« Being made a cloſe priſoner in the Tower, by 
your warrant of the 4th inſtant; and not having 
redo rb, ink, or paper, till laſt night 

about 10 of the clock; when my Lord Lucas, 
« underſtanding by the votes, that I was to ſay 
« ſomething in anſwer to Mr. Marriot's charge, 
<*© to-morrow being Friday, thought it reaſonable 
* to permit me the uſe of it: I could not apply 
« myſelf till this morning, to lay any thing before 
* the houſe, which is ſince done; and I beg your 
« favour, that the incloſed papers may be commu- 
* nicated to them. I am, Sir, 
Four moſt obedient, and 

Jan. 6, 1694. * moſt humble ſervant, 

Jog KnicnrTt.” 


the petitioners worrs; and (among; many other 
Partial exprefeors) wiki the petitioners, he would 
ſhew thera 2 game at all fours - and! this partiality 
of the mayor encomaped his officers to inſult the 
petitioners womrs ; wha, 25 they came to poll, were 
beaten back by the cs, and fo not polled at 
all: and &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and cefitinns, m exumine the matter, and 

March 1oth. Ordered, that the report be made 
on Monday. 

12th. Odered, that the report be made on Sa- 


17th. Mr. Freeman reported che matter upon the 
faid petition, viz. that the right of election was 
not diſputed. 
The poll was, Fer Mr. Henley, 216. 
Fer Mr. Aſfrley, 


ley were not need: but they objected to 44 for 
Mr. Littleton, and 57 of dig for Mr. Betts, for 
bribery :— And calll:d 

Gerrard, Haller, and g chers; who ſaid, about 
a month before the el=S22m, Mr. Betts” agent cauſed 
four bullocks ro b= ne, an diſtributed in 14 
pound pieces, with 2 te penny loaf, and rs. a- 
piece in money, to thai waters and they were aſked 
to vote for Mr. Bets ; and hr would not allow of a 
ſix- penny loaf given tw» cms A poor widow) who had 
no vote. 


Langriſh and Thrap fad, there was à bond given 


. In behalf of Mr. Linum for payment of 200 l. 


Then the anſwer to the information was read; 
for which (See Appendix.) 

11th. Mr. Speaker acquainted the houſe, that 
the chief governor of the Tower had been with 
him this morning, and informed him that Mr. J. 
Knight was very ill; and defired that his doctor 
and apothecary might have leave to reſort to him. 

Ordered, the ſaid Mr. Knight's doctor and apo- 

ary have leave to reſort to him, in the Tower. - 

Feb. 1ſt. The houſe proceeded according to the 
order of the day, in the further conſideration of 
the matter touching the falſe indorſement of Ex- 
chequer: bills. 

It appearing to this houſe upon examination, 
tyzat John Knight, eſquire, a member of this 
houſe, is guilty of falſe indorſement of Exchequer- 
bills: 

Reſolved, that the ſaid Mr. Knight be expelled 
this houſe. 

4th; Ordered, the Speaker do iſſue his warrant to 
the clerk of the Crown, to make out a new writ for 
electing a burgeſs to ſerve in parliament for this 
borough, in the room of John Knight, eſquire, ex- 
pelled this houſe. 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of John Ward and 
Richard Hallet, eſquires, was read; ſhewing, that 
the petitioners (being invited) were candidates with 
Anthony Henly, Maurice Aſhley, Captain Little- 


ton, and William Betts, ' eſquires, at the election of 


burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 

theſe hs: that the four other candidates, 

having united their intereſts, uſed feveral corrupt 

practices to procure themſelves to be elected and 

returned: that the mayor proceeded very arbitrart- 

ly in taking the poll; 
PaxT II. 


refuſing to poll ſeveral of 


to the mayor and enother; and they gave a counter 
bond to deliver wp that 200 L. Fund, if Mr. Little- 
ton was not elected; and t pay the money to the 
uſe of the town, if he was: that the mayor de- 
cl d, he was for che preſnt tenſe; and before the 
eleQior, the 2001. was ph, and the bond cancelled : 
that after the band was gien, Mr. Littleton was 
complimented with the fiAds of the corporation, 


and gave the mayor tm guinens for the poor; 


and that ſome of the woners kad 1 s. and others 5 8. 
each, to vote for Mr. Lankwom. 

Coulſon, Thrup. and urhbr , fad ; admiral Aylmer 
and Sir J. Jennings came ww anckor with a fquadren 
of 8 men of war; two of which were the Royal 

ign and the Roral Anne, and ſeveral mer- 
chant ſhips with them: mu they lay there ten days, 
and other ſhips came mm, and went our of the har- 
bour again; and they maven Enew a firſt rate there 
before: that the cormpoenatom were invited, and 
treated on board Admiral Aylmer; and Mr. Betts” 
and Mr. Lartlezon's heul drank : that fome ſaid, 
the fleet came thither by cuntrary winds ; others 
ſaid, it was at Captaim Limfkewn”s inſtance, and to 
make intereft for him: that it was a fine fight © and 
the country people came twenty mics to lee it. 

To prove ill practices by the mzzor;, Humfreys, 
and five others faid, that the mayor foellicited votes, 
for the ſitting members ; and diclured, he would 
ſhew a new game at al] fours dr divers old votes, 
who had formerly void, were nefuffd their poll by 
the mayor, when they offiencd fr the petitioners ; 
becauſe they had not browght whe deds of their 
freeholds, though they were known to he good 
voters: that the deeds were mot mguired from the 
voters for the firrmg-memibers aud! the mayor 

O O 0 admitted 
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admitted ſeveral of them, who were only leaſehold- 
ers, and had no title; and cauſed feveral, who came 
to vote for the petitioners, to be beat and abuſed by 
the conſtables, and thruft out of the hall, without 
taking their poll ; and threatened ſome, and refuſed 
others, who-ſhewed their deeds, and offered to poll 
for the petitioners ; alledging they were not for his 
intereſt ; and declared, if Mr. ery Wat. pr 
orny, be ſhould not be returned. | | 

For Mr. Littleton and Mr. re 
per and others ; who ſaid, other gentlemen had given 
ten guineas for their freedom, beſides Mr. Littleton : 
that the mayor polled ſeveral for the petitioners, who 
did not ſhew their titles, and ſome, whoſe titles were 
doubtful : that Mr. Ward defired à ſcrutiny; and 
when it was granted, he deſiſted; and ſent the 
mayor word, that he would give him no further 
trouble : that matters were tranſacted as fairly in the 
| hall, as he ever ſaw at any election; and none 
turned out of the hall, but to make room for ſuch 
as had not voted: that tie mob came from Port- 
land; and ſaid, they would have Mr. Ward, right 
or wrong. 

Edward Tucker, ee ent eee, 

who had no votes, had Mr. Betts“ benefaction of 
bread, beef, and money; * ones ——— 
voted for Mr. Ward. 
Tucker ſaid, it was very Samy - and 
the wind hard at South and South- Weſt, when 
the fleet came in: chat he was ſent by the corpora- 
tion to invite the admiral on ſhore ; who excuſed 
himſelf, by ſaying, he could not leave his ſhip ; but 
returned an invitation to the corporation to came on 
board : that they went in an hye-: that the wind was 
then commonly South and South-Weſt, and againſt 
the fleet; and on the 22d they, went again to Spit- 
head : that they heard the fleet was at Spithead, 
but did not hear, they intended to touch there: 
that the road is large enough for the royal navy, 
and not dangerous, but in an eaſterly wind. 

Mitchell ſaid, Mr. Ward promiſed him the build- 
ing of an houſe at Odiham, if he would vote for 
Mary Bowden ſaid, by direction of Mr. Manſel, 
who ſolicited for Mr. Ward, two or three days 
before the election, ſhe diſtributed 27 - ſhillings 
worth of frecholding beer, to o drink Mr. Ward's 
health. 

Saxton ſaid, Mr. Ward's s agents bought 9g free- 
holds for one guinea each, to make votes for the 


election ; 8 — 


again, when the election was ov rr. 

Upon the whole the committee reſol ved, 

That Anthony Henley, eſquire, - is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this r 
this borough. - 

That the n Maurice Aſhley, eds 
duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this Farms par- 
lament for this borough. 

That James Littleton, eſquire, is not « duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent een 
borough. 

That William Betts, eſquire, i is not duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve. in this preſent neee 
borough. - 

That John Ward. eus is not duly dected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent a for this 
borough. 


That Richard Haller, e is not duly elected 
| ® burgeſs, 9 ſerve in this proſent parliament for 


*. 


N 


That che election for the ſaid borough, 25 to che 
ſaid Mr. — pron ® cos 
Ton. 
K 
guilty of ſeveral arbitrary and illegal practices, in 
22 ——————————— 
for this 
—— —„— 
unto by the houſe. 
| Ordered, chat Edward Tiflard, mayor of the fa 
borough, be taken into cuſtody of the ferjeant ar 
— A ———— 


tion, as relates to John Ward, 
May 21. Seed u- ere receĩyed on 


May DSI Mr. Medlycott reported the matter of 
the ſaid election, as follows ; VIZ. 


That upon the 26th of April the committer pro- 
ceeded to hear the merits of the election. 
election is in the mayor, aldermen, bailifis, capital 
burgeſſes, and frecholders, having a freehold in the 
. The fitting-members alledged it to be, in the 
mayor, recorder, aldermen, burgeſſes, capital bur- 
geſſes, town-clerk, and frecholders, having  free- 
hold in the corporation. 

The counſel on both fides, ſubmitted the right of 
election to be, ing to the determination of the 


houſe, in the laſt controverted election; and did not 


further conteſt this point. The poll was, | 
For the hon. Daniel Harvey, eſquire, 301. 


For Mr. Baker 308. 
For Mr. Littleton 340. 
For Mr. Betts 323. 


For Sir Thomas Hardy 147. 


order of the houſe, from procc-ding on fo much of 
the petition, as related to Mr. Ward. 
The petitioners counſel admitted Mr. Littleton. 
to be duly chaten. 

They complained of partiality in the mayor 
againſt the petitioners ; and alledged, they ſhould 
err take off 165 from the 
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a great many of the ſame date, for the ſitting-mem- 
bers : that many voters, for the petitioners came 
from diſtant places, with conveyances juſt wrote ; of 
which they would give no account; nor whether 
erer rr Ne yes 
had a freehold ; ſeveral for the 
3 an ben gramors who had only k 
That the firſt ſplitting of cus borough, 
Which began to be very notorious, was, in October 
1710. In 1711, they went farther; and in this 
Laſt election, they went fo far as, he thinks, they could 
go. That he believes the new votes on all ſides, are 
of the fame nature; there are upon the poll 58 
new voters for the petitioners, and 186 for the fit- 
ting members; he could not tell how many of the 
petitioners voters are bad: that theſe made in 1710, 
are of che fame nature of thoſe made ſince.” 
Upon the 28th of April the committee met 
The petitioners counſel proceeded to add 59 to 
It appeared by the evidence of Thomas Knapton 
and George Gould, that theſe 59 did tender them- 
ſelves, and were refuſed by the mayor ; 29 of thoſe 
claimed by deeds, which had been read in the houſe 
on the controverted election 1711; and therefore 
r 
follow ; viz. © 

In 3 — dat. 12ch and 13th of Sept. Richard 

9282 from Edward Glover, and 

his wife: 
g th Jan. Jonathan Combden, John Byott, Giles 
Combden, Robert Byott, and William Combden, 
from Joan Manſell, by ſeveral leaſes for 8 
with livery and ſeiſin indorſed: 

15th and 16th Jan. Daniel Arden, junior, by 
leaſe and releaſe, from Daniel Arden, his father: 

1ſt and 2d March. George Clark, by leaſe and 
releaſe, from Joan Bartlett. 

2d and 3d March. John Hardy, by leaſe and re- 
leaſe, from Thomas Gerrard, junior ; and James 
Shorto, by leaſe and releaſe, from James Hunt: 

And John Hardy, William Thornton, Thomas 


Gape, John Knapton, Robert Weare, Richard Hen- 
ville, George Abington, Thomas Ironſide, Edward 
Cooper, Joſeph Hardy, William Gale, and Morgan 
Harbin, by leaſes and releaſes, from Margaret 
Ledoze : | | 
- 5th March. Elias Read and John Foſter, from 
Thomas Offett, by feofment in fee, with livery and 
ſeiſin indorfed : 
6th March. John Samways, by feofment in fee, 
with livery and ſeiſin indorſed, from Richard Forſey. 
William Andrews from Mary Marſhall, by feof- 
ment for her life, with livery and ſeiſin indorſed: 
Sth and 7th March. John Pitt and John Stone, 
from Devereux Beal, by feofment for life of Bale, 
12th March. John Seager, from Mary Curtis, by 
feofment for her life, with livery and ſeiſin in- 
dorſed. 
Charles Langriſh is one of the ſubſeribing wit- 
2. five of theſe deeds. 
be petitioners counſel proceeded to add to their 
poll nine others of the ffry-nine rejeted voters; and 
called 
Mr. Charles Langriſh ; who ſaid, William Flann 
has 2 frechold, which was conveyed to him by his 
brother Richard, by leaſe and releaſe : that Richard 


paid: 
conveyance; ME Lakes — 
TE ONT WE RD ROI 
deed was loſt : 


That George Pyke has a freehold tenement by 
leaſe and releaſe from John Croom ; but knew no- 
thing of Pyke's poſſeſſion : 

Thar Robert Pearſe has a freehold houſe by leaſe 


That William Roberts has a freehold from Daniel 
Arden; and Robert Combes, who is dead fince 
the election, had a freehold from "Thomas Ethered. 
And, 

Henry Hopkins, Edmund Taunton, Robert F ramp- 
ton, and John Benfield, had alſo freeholds; and that 
all their deeds were likewiſe produced, and read in 
the houſe upon the laſt controverſy ; but ſaid, that he 
doth not know that any of the voters have loſt their 
deeds, or parted with their freehold; nor did he know 
of any conſideration paid : he only brought up their 
deeds upon the former controverſy ; and _ he 
took them to be good freeholds. - 

Ten others of the rejected voters for the peti- 
tioners, claimed by the — r ne 
fee; viz. 

1708. 7th Feb. aches Thorn by feofment in fee, 
with livery and feifin, from Peter Slade : 

1710. 13th and 14th July. Richard Legg by 
leaſe and releaſe from Thomas Loader : 

iſt and 2d Auguſt. Robert Gibbs, by the ſame, 
from the ſame grantor : 

19th and 2oth July. 2 Randall, by the 
ſame, from John * 

2d and 3d Auguſt. Samuel Manſc!l, by the ſame, 
from John Pollard : 

gth Jan. Joſeph Sanger by feofment, wich livery 
and ſeiſin, from Sanger: 

34 March. Francis Hamlin, by the fame, from 
Daniel Arden, ſenior : 

10th March. William Farr, by the ſame, fron 
Mary Farr : 

1711. 3d and 4th "ry William 1 by 
leaſe and releaſe from Samuel Manſell: 

1713. 1ſt and 2d July. John Tibbs, by the ſame, 
from Richard Oliver. 

Mr. Charles Langriſh, one of the ſubſcribing 
witneſſes, proved the execution of theſe deeds ; but 
ſaid, he did not ſee any money paid, except by 


Randall and Hammond; he knew three had actual 


poſſeſſion ; viz. Farr, Manſell, and Thorn; and 
that Thorn has had poſſeſſion ſince 1708. 

Mr. Manſell, a witneſs to the deeds ro Hamlin 
and Tibbs, faid, he ſaw thoſe deeds executed, and 
livery given, but ſaw no money paid. 

As to the remaining eleven rejected votes, tis 
petitioners counſel called 

Mr. Samuel Manſell; who faid, Thomas Purſe 
had been ten years poſſeſſed, and had voted before. 

Mr. Langriſh, Green, and Sadler, have frecholds 
by deſcent from their fathers, and are in poſſeſſion 

That Whatly and Beale have been twenty years 
in poſſeſſion, and voted anciently: 

That John Manſell was an old voter: 

That George Euſtace voted for a frechold, con- 


veyed by Ralph Carter, in November 1711, fcr 


which Carter voted in 1710 : 
Thar 


«4. 
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That Peter Jolliff and Jacob have frecholds: 
the firſt in right of his wife, the other in right of 
his mother (co-heireſs of Jacob Chub) and that 


Jolliffe and Pope are old voters: 


That Thomas Farr hath been ten years in poſ- 
ſeſſion of a freehold under an old voter: 

That the mayor rejected three old voters, becauſe 
they came without their deeds. 

Upon the goth of April the committee met 

The petitioners counſel proceeded to add Ralph 
Henville to their poll. 

Mr. faid, that Henville voted for a piece 
of land in his poſſeſſion, called Henville's land, which 
pays a rent to the town; and for which the Hen- 
villes have voted twenty-five years. 

Richard Woodcock, who took minutes at the 
election for the petitioners, ſaid, the mayor objected 
againſt Henville : that the title to Henville's lands 
was not in him, but in his uncle; the next day the 
uncle voted under a conveyance from Mrs. Ledoze, 
and fatisfied the mayor, he had no title to the land, 
but that the title was in Ralph Henville. 

That the petitioners counſel to dif- 
qualify 165 voters for the fitting-members ; and 
called 

Martha Gladwell ; who named 14 of thoſe voters : 
and faid, they were treated at the Crown, in the 
time of the election by Mr. Richards, who was an 
agent for the ſitting-members, and paid the reckon- 
ing, which came to 51. 15s. 4d. 

1. The committee reſolved, that no freeholders 
of this borough, made ſince the eleftion of members 
to ſerve in parliament in April 1711, unleſs claiming 
by deviſe or deſcent, had any right of voting at the 
laſt election of members, to ſerve in parliament for 
the ſaid borough. 

Upon the 3d of May the committee met again, 
and reſolved, 

2. That all conveyances to ſplit and divide the 
intereſt in any houſes or lands in this borough 
amongſt ſeveral perſons, in order to multiply votes 
at the election of members, to ſerve in parliament 
for the faid borough, are illegal and void. 

Then the petitioners counſel objected againſt 151 
of the ſitting-members voters, made ſince the elec- 
tion in April 1711, by deviſe or deſcent, and bad 
vores. 

Mr. Cowper ſaid, that he truly wrote down upon 
the mayor's poll, the years in which the voters deeds 
produced at the election, were dated. 

By which poll it appears, that 14 voted for the 
ſitting· members by . conveyances, dated in 17123 
and 97 others by conveyances, dated in 1713. 

Thoſe in 1712, were Benjamin Way, Richard 
Garland, Richard Brixey, Benjamin Whiting, Ed- 
ward Gotcham, John Andrews, junior, Edward 
Crocker, Joſeph Way, John Frankland, Samuel 
Templeman, James Brown, ann, Tied, 
George Pitt, Barth. Peach: 

- Thoſe in 1713, were George RSA eſ- 
quire, John Much, Thomas Purſe, George 
Carter, Thomas Beaſant, John P Peter 
Templeman, John Batten, Thomas Ben- 
jamin Bragg, John Saben, Peter Hoſkins, Ed- 
ward Keetch, Samuel Cox, Robert Smith, Matthew 
Paul, Bernard Banger, John Pecket, Robert Hen- 
ly, William Tucker, Richard Channing, junior, 
John Crumplier, Samuel Darby, Stephen Romditch, 
Henry Seymour, eſquire, John Roſe, William 
Pyke, Joſhua Colefox, Alexander Waker, Bernard 
Newman, Daniel Cox, George Gibbs, Giles Meach, 


*teſcue, junior, George 


Daniel Moore, Robert Batten, Andrew Way, An- 
drew Waren, Thomas Notting, Thomas Stone, 
Benjamin Hounſell, Henry Davis, Daniel Sherry, 
Richard Langhorn, John Langhorn, William Nuſ- 
lard, John Andrews, Daniel Sherry, junior, John 
Clare, John Squier, Mosgan Deveniſh, John Tal- 
bot, John Follett, Robert Leſter, Nathaniel Hol- 
land, William Bellman, Nicholas Ayres,” Joſeph 
Cuſſens, Richard Steyner, John Barrett, William 
Sheppherd, Jaſper Seager, Robert Higgens, John 
Beale, Henry Creech, John Mitchell, elquire, John 
Morey, Robert Oliver, junior, John Colefox, John 
Hounſell, Henry Nye, Nich. Pearſon, James Lang- 


horne, Robert Jennings, William Saraways, Joſiah 


Norman, Robert Roper, junior, George Maſters, 
Richard Gallop, William Beere, John Lovelace, 
Thomas Tapp, John Gray, John White, William 
Paddock, Theodore Aubie, Richard Rounſſevalle, 
John Brown, John Howard, Sydenham Thorahill, 
William Palfary, Leonard Cuſſens, Enoch For- 
Garret, William Bayley, 
William Piercy, William Braddock, William Hallett. 

George Gould ſaid, that Francis Bennett and 
Elias Daw voted by deeds, dated 1ſt and 2d July, 


' 1711; and John Cheevely by deeds, dated the 1ſt 


and 2d July, 1713. 

Richard Woodcock ſaid, that 15 voted by con- 
veyances, dated in 1711, after the election in that 
year Viz, 

William Turner, George Luckham, John Bun- 
ter, Abraham Gray, Jonas Whetcomb, Samuel 
Gray, Daniel Gundrey, John Wardman, Oliver 
Hayward, William Bayley, Giles Laurence, Enoch 
Forteſcue, John Deaning, William Lacy, Lionel 
Broune. 

And that 7 voted by conveyances, dated in 17133 
VIZ. 

James Genonik John Lock, Joſeph Randall, 
_ Beſt, William Wallis, Arthur Patten, John 

an | 

Mr. Langriſh ſaid, he had been converſant in the 
borough in former polls, and has copies of thoſe in 
1710, and 1711; and never knew the following 12 
perſons vote before this election; viz. | 

George Hawker, eſquire, Nathaniel Templeman, 
William Smirke, Thomas Littkton, eſquire, Henry 
Hunter, eſquire, Richard Leyſtock, eſquire, Barth. 
Peach, Edward Laitmer, Thomas Braines, Samud 
Cooke, Robert Bowler, eſquire, John Curtiſe. 

That John Humphrys had only a chattel-leaſe: 
and that Richard Kellaway and Samuel Martin had 
ſold their freeholds before the election. 

On the 7th of May the committee met again. 

The ſitting members counſel infiſted, that none 
of the 59 voters rejected by the mayor, ought to 
be added to the petitioners poll; for that all their 
deeds are fraudulent; no conſideration- money hav- 
ing been paid, or any poſſeſſion had under them. 

And to diſqualify theſe 59, they called 

Mr. Cowper; who ſaid, John Stone voted under 
Beale, who had only a mortgage for. 1000 years 
from Thorn; and that be n 
election. 

Fry and Henly ſaid, that * Samways voted 
for an houſe, of which Richard Foſſey has been 
ſeven years in poſſeſſion. 

Mr. Read, who took notes for the ſitting- mem- 
bers, gave the following account of the voters which 
the petitioners would add; and the reaſons why they 
were rejected: viz. ; 

That Richard Colle was rejected, becauſe Edward 
Glover had voted for. the fame premiſſes. B 
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That five claiming under Joan Manſell were This farther evidence againſt twenty-four of thoſe 


rejected as fraudulent and void deeds, becauſe ſhe 
had no title. 

Daniel Arden, junior, becauſe a ſplit vote; being 
part of the Golden- Lyon, for which his father voted. 

George Clarke; becauſe he could not ſhew any 
title in John Bartlett the grantor. 

John Hardy; becauſe a ſplit vote, made by 
Thomas Gerrard ; and the deed mentioned Gerrard 
to be in poſſeſſion. 

James Shorto; becauſe a void deed from James 
Hunt; the babendum being to Margaret Ledoze, 
who was alſo mentioned in the deed to be the 


The twelve claiming under Margaret Ledoze 
were rejected, becauſe ſhe had only a leaſehold. 

Elias Read and John Foſter, becauſe ſplit votes 
under Thomas Oſſætt, who voted. 

Willam Andrews ; becauſe'Mary Marſhall, the 
grantor, was proved to be in poſſeſſion. 

John Seager ſaid, his deeds had been proved 
in parliament ; but could not tell where his lands 


William Flann voted by deeds, dated 16th and 
17th July 1711 : and was rejected, becauſe Richard 
Flann, the grantor, was at ſea long before, and at 
that time. 

George Pyke, Robert Combs, Henry Hopkins, 
Robert Frampton, and John Benfeild, voted by 
deeds, dated in 1713. 

Robert Pearſe, by deed, dated ſince the election 
1711. 

7 William Roberts, a ſplit vote, by Daniel Arden. 
Edmund Taunton produced no deed ; and would 
not ſay whether he was in poſſeſſion or not. 

John Thorn, James Sadler, and Thomas Farr, 
were queried upon the poll. 

Richard Legg and Robert Gibbs were rejected, 
becauſe Thomas Loader the grantor, was in poſſeſ- 
fion of what Legg voted for; and William Wiggat, 
another grantee from Loader, had voted for what 
Gibbs claimed to vote. 

Thomas Randall was rejected, becauſe of a de- 
fect in his title. 

Samuel Manſell had fold to his brother, who had 
voted for the ſame houſe. 

Joſeph Sanger rejected, becauſe the grantor had 
only a leaſchold. 

Francis Hamling and Farr, becauſe ſplit votes. 

William Hammond's deeds were dated the 3d 
and 4th Dec. 1711. 

John Tibbs, 1ſt and 2d July 1713. 

Thomas Purſe had only a mortgage for years; 
and livery and ſeiſin not executed. 

Richard Green would not produce any title, and 
his mother was in poſſeſſion. 

Thomas Watley produced a conveyance to Towne 
1674 ; with a memorandum indorſed, that Towne 
has conveyed. to him ; but no ſuch conveyance ap- 


Beale had only a leaſe for years: John Manſell's 
deed was in Auguſt 1713: and George Euſtace ;th 
and 6th Nov. 1711. 

Peter Jolliffe ſhewed no title ; it was alledged, the 
freehold was in Wadden. 

Jacob Pope was rejected, becauſe the inheritance 
. no title during her 
life. 

D only a certifi- 
cate from Mr. Enn 
houſe that was pulled down. | 
Pax II. 


votes mentioned by Mr. Read, was produced ; viz: 

Mr. Cowper ſaid, he had read Shorto's deeds at 
the election; they were leaſe and teleaſe from James 
Hunt: the conſideration was mentioned to be paid 
by Margaret Ledoze, and ſhe is the grantee in the 
deed 


Mr. Paſhen ſaid, George Clark has often declared 
to him, that he never paid any money for the tene- 
ment conveyed to him by Bartlett; and he was an 
occaſional vote in 1710. 

Mr. Cowper ſaid, Joan Manſell's huſband died 
about fourteen or fifteen years ago: three of his 
ſons are living : that John Manſell, one of theſe 
ſons, is his heir at law: he did not know whether 
Manſell made a will, or who is in poſſeſſion. 
| Mr. Paſhen ſaid, Hamling told him he voted for 
part of the Golden-Lyon, for which he never paid 
any conſideration- money; and he had no right to 
vote. 

Mr. Cowper ſaid, James Sadler was diſallowed 
upon the ſcrutiny; becauſe Combden had voted 
under a conveyance from him, 

Thomas Watley produced a conveyance to another 
perſon ; but could not produce any title to himſelf. 

Paſhen ſaid, he knows, of his own knowled 
that the inheritance of what Peter Jolliffe voted for 
is in Wadden; and Jolliffe had fold the freehold, 
for which he had frequently voted formerly. 

That Ralph Hanville never voted before : he 
pretended to vote for ſome lands which were his 
uncle's, but never produced any title ; and the wit- 
neſs knew it to be Perrin's eſtate. 

It appeared by the inventory of the goods and 
chattels of Thomas Ledoze, deceaſed, exhibited in 
Feb. 1700, by Margaret Ledoze, his adminiftratrix, 
that his title to the houſes, called the Square, in 
Melcombe-Regis, was a long leaſe. 

The petitioners counſel admitted this to be a 
leaſehold eſtate at that time ; but alledged, that 
Margaret Ledoze afterwards purchaſed the inheri- 
tance; and her title was produced at the bar of the 
houſe in the laſt controverſy. 

They admitted twelve perſons voted under her for 
her houſes ; and alledged, they were good freeholds. 

The ſitting- members counſel proceeded to diſ- 
qualify 68 on the petitioners poll ; 36 of which the 
petitioners counſel admitted did vote under deeds, 
dated ſince the election 1711 ; viz. 

William Salmon, John Pollard, Thomas Gun- 
dry, junior, John Morton, John Martin, Robert 
Sharpe, John Whitell, John Crome, John Steven- 
ſon, Simon Durant, Nathanael Gould, Robert El- 
liot, William Pond, Chr. Wade, John Cullen, Henry 


Harriſon, James Gould, junior, Joſeph Henning, 


Rovert Coker, Daniel Sagittary, Clerk, Simons Ni- 
chols, Reginald Corbin, Richard Mitchell, John 
Ferry, Owen Lanoe, Robert Bartholomew, Robert 
Shaddock, Humphry Jolliffe, Richard Oliver, Wil- 
liam Deane, Copus Atwell, John Channing, John 
Deane, William Humfrys, William Harvey, Henry 
Stone. 

But that William Harvey, one of thoſe 36, voted 
for Mr. Littleton and Mr. Harvey, and for the 
petitioners, Sir Thomas Hardy and Mr. Ward: and, 

Mr. Read ſaid, Joſeph Clark, another of the 
petitioners voters, polled by deed, dated 171g. 

As to 14 others, who voted for the petitioners, 
the ſitting-members counſel called 

Mr. Cowper, and others; who ſaid, that 8, viz. 
Robert Brown, Thomas Biſhop, James Lintern, 


E 4 Henry 
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Henry Robinſon, John Scovell, Charles Young, 


votes, and fraudulent: and John Sherſton and James 
Gould owned they had oo title. 


Latimer Croſſe, Humphry Hardy, J. 


than Ledoze, voted for leaſcholds. 
Edward Pearſe, junior, was queried, becauſe his 
title appeared doubtful. 
As to 13, viz. Henry Chaffn, eſquire, Thomas 
Hopwood, Henry Atwell, William Freeke, Au- 
guſtus White, Richard Lanoe, William Wiggott, 


were old voters, 8 


1711, and faw no deed then: op di 
noners by order of his maſter, Mr. Benjamin Gibbs, 
who told him, he had land, but he never bought 


any. 
writing, for which he voted on the morning of the 
cleftion, and took them back again after he had 
voted. 
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mince w ancad 25 2 witncls for the fining-members, 
and thereupon promiſed to give evidence at the 


Thomas Combden, and Willam Lacy, were fplic- 


That Offct was ferved with an order of the com- _ 


committee; A 
conſidered of it, and would not come. 

The committee reſolved, ; 

3. That the honourable Daniel Harvey, ES 
is not duly elected a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 

4. That John Baker, eſquite, is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
bor | 

5. That James Littleton, eſquire, is duly elected 
2 burgeſa, to ſerve in this preſeat parliament for this 


6. That William Betts, eſquire, is not duly ele&- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

7. That Sir Thomas Hardy, knight, is. duly 
elected a burgeſa, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this borough. 

8. That William Harvey, eſquire, is duly elected 

a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


9. That Reginald Marriot, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


And the houſe being informed, that there were 
ſeveral reſolutions relating to the rights and qualifi- 
cations of electors within this borough, which are 
. 

Ordered the report be withdrawn, in order to 
make the ſame more perfect. 

31. Ordered the ſaid report be received on Thu 
day next. 

3 Jani. Medlycot reported. the matter of the 
ſaid election in the ſame words as in the former 
report z only adding the two following reſolutions 
at the concluſion of the firlt day's hearing before 
the committee. 

Reſolved, that thoſe perſons, who had no right 
of voting in the election af members, to, ferve in 
parliament. for' this borough at Lady-day 17103 
and not claiming by preckety for 6: viuatie.confe- 


ration, or by will, or deſcent, ſince that time; * had * Sic org 


a right to vote in the laſt election of members, to 

ſerve in parliament for the ſaid borough. 
Reſolved, that it appearing to the committee, that 

divers ſcandalous and illegal practices have been 


lately carried on in this borough to multiply votes, 
in order to the laſt election of members to ſerve in 


parliament : that all ſuch perſons, whoſe votes were 


not admitted at the determination of the laſt con- 
troverted election in parliament for the ſaid bo- 


: rough, and who have not acquired a right by 


deſcent or deviſe, ſince that time, had a right of 


voting in the laſt election of members, to. ſerve 


in parliament for the ſaid borough. 
The ſaid ſeveral nine reſolutions in the former 


s informed, der Me Har- 
the Crown fide, in the Court of 
- bench, attended at the door, is 

e 


r oc yo. Dow 9... Ye 


The Borongh of WI rcUx ct. 


He was called in ; and at the bar prefenced to the 
houſe 2 of the faid record. 


that the ſaid copy of the faid record 
proccedings, be confidered on Monday act; 
 — Ward do then arrend in his plact 
16th. The order for taking into confideration the 
ſaid record and _ 
r 

Mr. Thomas Hollingſhead, one of the meſſen- 
gers belonging to the fſerjeant at arms attending this 
houſe, was called in ; and being examined, gave the 
houſe an account of his leaving copics of the faid 
orders ar Mr. Ward's houſe in Loadon, and at his 
houſe at Hackney ; and that upon inquiry after the 
faid Mr. Ward, he was informed, that the ſaid Mr. 
Ward was gone from his ſaid houſe ; and that he 
could get no farther account of him. 

Then the faid copy of the record of the faid 

ings was read. Vide Appendix. 

And it appearing to the houſe by the faid record, 
that John Ward, eſquire, a member of this houſe, 
upon an information in the Court of King's-bench 
exhibited againſt him, by the name of John Ward, 
of Hackney, in the county of Middleſex, eſquire, 
hath, this preſent Eafter-term, been convicted of 
the crime of forgery ; 

Reſolved, nemine contradicente, that the faid John 
Ward, eſquire, be expelled this houſe. 

May 23d. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, 
for elefting 2 burgeſa, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, in the room of John Ward, 
eſquire, cxpelled this houſe. 


WHITCHURCH. 


* Hy borough is within the county of Hants 
or Southampron ; and firft ſent members until 
the 27th of Queen Elizaberh. The memoirs of 

ies elections in the journals of the houſe of com- 


6th years of his Majeſty's reign, for granting to his 
Wajeſty certain rates upon falt, beer, ale, and other 
liquors ; and of the preſent commiſfionerx. 


And Mr. Woolaſton, attending in his place, was 
heard, and then withdrew, 


Reſolved, that Richard Woolafton, eſquire, being 
a member of the houſe of commons, and having ſince 
been concerned, and acted as a receiver of the duties 
upon houſes, as *alfo upon births, marriages, and 
burials, contrary to an Act made in the gth and 
6th years of his Majeſty's reign, for granting ſeveral 


duties upon beer, ale, and other liquors, be expelled 
the houſe. 


Ordered, that a warrant be made for a writ for 
a burgeſs to ſerve in this parliament for 

the 

Woolafton, 


ſaid borough, in the room of the ſaid Mr. 
oolaſton, expelled the houſe. 


Oct. 24, 8 A petition of Daniel Park, ef- 
quire, was read ; ſhewing, that at the election of 


burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough, the petitioner was duly choſen one of the 
burgeſſes, and ought to have been returned: but 
the ſitting · members, Richard Woolaſton, and John 
Shrimpton, eſquires, did, by themſelves and agents, 
uſe divers corrupt practices to procute votes; and 
Nicholas Broxton, the mayor, did poll ſeveral un- 
qualifed perſons for them, to the petitioner's pre- 
judice: and praying Kc. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. . Ordered, that the report be made to- 
morrow morning 

10th. Mr. Brotilley reported from the ſaid com- 
mittee, the matter, as it appeared to them upon the 
ſaid petition, as follows. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
burgage tenants, in thoſe that had à butgage- houſe, 
or one acre of burgage-land for life, either in their 
own right, or in the right of theit wives. A cop 
of che poll was produced; by which it res 
there were, 


For Mr. Woolafton 46. 
For colonel Shrimpton 41. 
For colonel Park 40. 
But the counſel for the petitioner objected to 
Taylor, Butler, Talmage, Maſon; and Sawyer, who 
votedefor Mr. Woolaſton and Mr. Shtimpton, as 
having no right to vote: that the 4 votes of others 
were obtained by corrupt practices; and the ſitting- 
members voted for themſelves. 
Evidence was given, that Taylor owned, when 
he polled, he had no conveyance for the land he 
voted for. His father ſaid, he had given him the 


land a year and a half before the laſt election: that 


his fon built an houſe upon it at his own charge, 
and that the conveyance was ordered to be drawn 
before, though not exccuted till after the election. 

That Butler was only a mortgagee of burgage- 
lands for a term of years, and not in fee. It was 
anſwered, he had been four years in poſſeſſion, and 
voted at the former election. 

That Talmage had not a title to his burgage- 
land, becauſe his mother had not joined in the con- 
veyance, and ſhe had the right. 

That Maſon vored for land not within the bo- 


1 who ſaid, that he had paid 
a burgage-rent of one penny to the mayor: and 
the owners of the land had voted in former elections, 
for 30 years, without exception. 
, who fold the land to Maſon, ſaid, that it 
was not burgage-land : and as'to the rent, he con- 
trated with him to pay one penny yearly, which 
was 
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was a part of reat he was obliged eee for other 
burgage-land. 

That Sawyer voted for — land heliagig 
to an ideot, not his ] . 

As to corrupt and indirect practices; i: was aid, 
that Powell and his wife were treated with meat and 
drink by the ſitting · members at Andover, on the 
Saturday before the election: but the landlord of 
the houſe ſaid, it was his treat to Mr. Woolaſton 
and colonel Shrimpton, who had bought an hogſhead 
of wine of him; and ſecing Powell in the yard, he 
ſent him to them. _ 

Haſlet ſaid, Read owned the reaſon of his voting 
againſt Mr. Dean and Mr. Park was, . becauſe colo- 
nel Shrimpton had promiſed to make him a ſerjeant 
in the guards, and to give him five guineas to vote 
for Mr. Woolaſton ; which he had received. 
Hlaſlet and Read were confronted, and poſitively 
contradicted each other: but Read ſaid, colonel 
Park promiſed to keep him in work, if he would 


vote for him, and would exe ms (Eno. | 


his negroes in Virginia. 


Haſlet ſaid, that Read told. him, he would not 


give falſe teſtimony: that colonel Shrimpton had 
aſked him, if he could not prove, that colonel Park 
had offered 201. for his vote. He owned, Mr. 
Woolaſton had lent 501. to his brother, which his 
father was to repay ; who told him, he would not 
have voted for Mr, Woolaſton, had it not been for 
that money. = 

There was no obligation under his father's hand, 
nor did Mr. Woolaſton demand, or threaten him for 
the money, before the election. 

That a buck was ſent to Long's, a publick houſe 
in this borough, after the teſte of the writ ; and Mr. 
Woolaſton told Long, if he would vote for him 
and colonel ——.— the buck ſhould be eat 


in his houſe; otherwiſe it ſhould be carried to | 


Phillips“. 

Phillips ſaid, the buck was carried 0 L by 
miſtake; and he was ſpoke to by Mr. Woolaſton, 
and had notice of it three or four days before it 
came, and made other proviſion for the Duke of 
Bolton, and many other country gentlemen : that 
no elector dined with them: that the dinner is not 
yet paid for, though he hath received ſome money 
from Mr. Woolaſton : Sheppard, and Alexander 
treated Weſton with a pint of wine, and deſired 
his vote for colonel Shrimpton ; and Alexander alſo 
ſaid, he would buy Thalloon of him; and Sheppard 
ſaid, he was coming to live in the country, and he 
would be his friend, if he ſo vated. | 


ee O. Mr Dea omad flls 3138 3 


30 ſhillings for work, and Mr. Woolaſton profiled 
to pay it, if he would vote for him. | 

Gerrard ſaid, he aſked Waterman 6 woe: for 
Woolaſton z and he mentioning wages ang 
from Mr. Dean, Mr. Woolaſton = wie was 2 
juſtice of the peace, and would REL 
whether he voted for or againſt him 

That the counſel for Mr. Woolalton and ih 
Shrimpton excepted to.ſome who yoted for the. fes 
toner; and evidence was given, 

That Smith voted for a burgage-eſtate he held in 
right, of his wife, in which ſhe had only thirds ; 
though he ſaid, he had other burgage-land. 


That Mr, Wood had an acre. of burgage-land, 


but ſold half before the election. 5 


That Edwards had oi MRI co . 


burgage-land in tight of his wife, 3 
e rackices by the petitioner. 


Tb Boraugh? er WurrEnuken., 


Butler ſaid, colonel Pack had promiſed ta take 
off his ſhalloon at a dead time, and to give him hit 
price, and to lay out gal. yearly wich his brother 
for ſhoes for: his negrors. He ſaid,” he wanted not 
his cuſtom, nat defired ; but vbtecd for Rim. PL 
That Millet was aſked by the petitioner, and told, 
he ſhould do half bis work, and his brother ſhould 
ſhoe, his borſes. His brother voted for Mr. Dean; 
and he for colonel Park and colonel 
That be had not voted for the petitioner, if he had 
not done his work ; though be paid. only the com- 
mon rate, and was in the work before he came into 
the country. 
That before the dSotution. of the parliament, an 


hogſhead. of beer was drank. at one Pere, by 


Stokes order, to make intereſt for colonel Park 


amongſt the frecholders ; and the colonel told him 


F 


agreed unto by the houſe. | 


Nov. 13, 1705. Tree of Thomas Aer 
junior, William Painter, junior, John Cox, and 
been ofthis tg, 


e Borough of WreGuonen, 


Nan 28 a. „ e che 


EC 

2 tie oF the Ralls gs 
hy And, 6rd dire sed by the committee 

— Cite the houſe of an 

made to- member of the aid committee, relating 


to a matter depending before the houſe ; and chere- 


told him, he hoped he had nothing to 
for him to 


To which matter Mr. Vernon was heard in his 
place, and owned the ſaid words and circumſtances; 
withat deelaring, that he did not mention, or intend 
any 'thing of money, or any other corrupt matter: 
rr of the gendeman, and of 


he add committed any offence ; he 


„ if 


— — 
2 in relaion r0 4 marer depending befor 


| Refolied; thit this ſaid Thomas Vernon, eſquire, 
be; for his fad office, expelled the houſe. 

- Ordered, that che thanks of rhis houſe be g 
te General Roſſe, he the jſt be kat dove 0 this 
Houle ad te dis cotthtty, in laying: the 


| — r 
* by Thomas Vernon, cfquire, before this houk + 


n ac - journed 


* cofdingly.” 
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* "Then General ker faid 

: \@ Mr. Speaker, wh ; 
Ar 
% dobe me, than T have of chat which is done me 
by the commands of this houſe, and expreſſed 
t me by 2 perſon of fo great honour, and for 
hem I have the greateſt reſpect: I am ſorry 
there was any occaſion for it ; but thought it in- 
<** diſpenſably my duty, in execution of the truſt 
e repoſed in me by this houſe.” 

May 12th. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ 


Ordered, that the matter of the faid petition be 
heard at the bar of the houſe, on the 22d of June 
inſtant. 

20th. Ordered, that the matter of the ſaid pe- 
tition, which was ordered to be heard at the bar of 


the houſe on Thurſday, be heard on Friday next. 
23d. The houſe proceeder! | in the ſaid hearing. 

The counſel were called in, and the petition of 
Jahn Conduit. eſquire, was read. 

And the petitioner's counſel producing a copy of 
the poll taken at the faid election, which was deli- 
vered to the petitioner's agent by the mayor of the 
ſaid borough, as a copy of the poll; but was not 
examined with the origina! poll by the perſon to 
whom the ſame was delivered: 


The fitting-member's counſel objected to the ſaid 


* copy's being admitted as evidence, 


And the counſel on both ſides were heard there- 
Reſolved, that the paper offered by the counſel 


for the petitioner, as a copy of the poll taken at 


the late election of a burgeſs for this borough ; 
which was delivered to the petitioner's agent by the 
mayor of the faid borough, as a copy of the poll 
taken ar the ſaid election, be admitted as evidence. 
Mr. Speaker acquainted the counſel therewith. 
The faid copy of the poll was delivered in : and 
the petitioner's counſel proceeded in their evidence 


to prove, that ſeveral perſons who had a right to, 


vote, and who offered to vote for the petitioner, 


who voted for the fitting-member : and afterwards 
ſummed up their evidence. 
Ordered, that the faid matter be farther heard to- 
nns 
24th. The order for proceeding in the ſaid hearing 
being read, the the counſel were otdered to be called in. 
And the counſel for the firting-member came in: 
but no counſel appearing for the petitioner ; after 


: ſome time, the counk for the fring-member were 


| Offered to withdraw. | 

- A motion was made; att \he quifiion put, that the 
farther hearing the merits of this cleftion be ad- 
rilf this day month. 
It paſſed in the negative. MEA 

doh R's OEM | 


were refuſed ; and alſo to diſqualify ſeveral perſons 


— - 


45 
_ 


| whether there were any miſdemeanor in the carriage 
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houſe, and amend the return. 


Brady,z6. was not returned in the 26th of 


2d R 
Br. Par) 


* 


The counſel on both ſides called in, 

| And the ſirting-member's counſel proceeded in the 
the votes of ſuch perſons as had been ob- 
eue onlie of ald 
rr 
endeavoured to add to the petitioner's poll. 

The counkd withdrew and were called in again 3 
and the counſel for the firting-member fammed up 
their evidence, 

And the petitioner's counſel 

And then the witneſſes and counſel withdrew. - 

And Mr, Tylney was heard in his place. 

Reſolved, that Frederick Tylney, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough. 

NN that John Conduit, eſquire, is duly 

a burgeſs to ſerve in this preſent parkament 
for tis * 


Ordered, the clerk of the Crown to attend the 


N 1727. Ordered a warrant for a new. 


t, for electing a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent 
e Nl. for this borough, in the room of John 
Conduit, eſquire, made maſter-worker of his Me- 
ſty's Mint. | . 


nor doth Mr. Prynne take notice 
in his 2d part of his Regiſter, where 
tions the return of the 26th of Edward 


of the mayor about this bulineſs ; and to make 
report of the whole. 


„July 31. Sir Edward Turner from the 


faid committee, the caſe upon the election of bur- 


„5 


De Borough F WiGan 


the duchy of Lancaſter, repeBiively, de Spee 
the fame accordingly ; and that Mir. Speaker d 
n 
cry, to prepare a new m for-a new deſtion for 
the faid borough : which che Lord Chancellor, and 
the Chancellor of the duchy, . reſpeRtively,”. are. $0 
ET IT Pod 
el of the ducky accordungly.. 


made ſheriff of the county of Lancaſter, - 
Refalved, that a comminee. be appointed. to-con- 
fider of a proper way for fuperſeding the commiſ- 
fron, for making Sir Roger Bradſhaigh high-ſherif 
1 


" Dec. a6. Ordered the fiid comminze be revived. 

Bur the ſeffions ending four days afterwards, and 
the parkament being diſſolved on the 25th of Jan. 
following, no report was ever made. . 
March igch. A petition of Alexander Rig- 
by, ciquire, complaining of an undue return of 
Charles, Earl of Ancram, to ferve in this preſent 
8 — in injury of 


Refolved, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and cleftions, to examine the matter, and 


fame, with their opinion. 
Jan. $8, 1693. Ordered, that the derk of the 
Crown do take care, the writ for electing a burgeſs, 


to ſerve in this preſent parliamens for this borough, 
be, without further delay, ſealed to-morrow ; and be 


1 — 


| county Palatine of Lancaſter. . 10 


Nov. 30, 1695. A petition of Alexander Ri 


- efquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, at 


the cleftion ef burgefſes to ferve in this preſent 


S 
of ſeveral undue practices, at and before the clec- 
tion : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
- report the fame, with their opinion. 


Feb. 212. Ordered, . that Mir. Rigby have leave to- 


petition. 
Dec. 12, 1698. A petition of Sir Alexander Rig- 


by, Knight, was read ;; wing that at che laſt 


of members to ſerve in parliament for this 


geſſes to ſerve for this borough :—That upon exa- only 


mination of the fact, the committee were of 


nion, that in regard of the furprizal of the frumman, - 
dy the mayor's ſigning his return before. the day to 


which the court was adjourned, (on which day of ad- 
many attended, in order to the perſocting 


TROY the former cleftion was void - : —where- 


to the houſe : and, ordered a new writ, for 


be had a fuſficem 


dom, both before and after, who were of the cor- 
poration, and had a right to, and did claim is, be- 
cauſe they would wor for the peritioner and though 


mayority upon caſting up the 
FF 


| rr of the petitioner : and pray- 


Sept. gd. The houſe informed that a . ing &c- 


writ, for a new election for this 
vered by the clerk. of the Crown to one Mr. 


ron, who detains the ſarhe in his hands ; whereby + 
ant, wn el 


of a member; | 
- Qrdered, that the ſaid former writ be 
and that the Lord and the Chaderllor of 


was dei 


Ordered, that it be referred. to the comminee of 
and cleftions, m examine the matter, and 
fame, wich their 


repart 
Nov. 24. %. A prakion of Sir Alqzender 


Rigby was rad ; ſhewing, that 'at the election of- 
Wong rwertomng = onda es 6 ee) 
7d es, "N 
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dwelling 

them; and denyi 

of the corporation, 

the fame, bec 

and yer 

had the 

but the 

wrong of the "——_ - - and &e 
Ordered, chat it be referred: to the commirtee of 


1 
| 
0 


31ſt. Sir Rowland Gwynn reported from the ſaid 
committee, the. reſolution of the ſaid committee, in 
relation to the faid matter: 

That che petition of Sir Alexander Rigby, pre- 


. | 
Oddered, that the faid committee do not proceed 
any further upon the ſaid petition, touching the ſaid 


March 3, 1713. A petition of James Barry, Earl 


——— that the peti- 
toner are ready to lay before the houſe an exact 
rental of their cſtates, to make out their qualifica- 
tons: and praying &c. 

It was moved, 8 
0 — 


poll, elections be di 


: whether it was 


ph of 'W 1'& AN.\ 


: Ordered, that it be referred” to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

12th. The houſe being informed, that the ſaid 
petition is not ſigned by the petitioner, 

Ordered, that it be an inſtruction to the faid 
committee, before they proceed on the ſaid petition, 
x2 pom into the matter of ſigning the 
- 19th. Ordered, the committee of privileges and 


| iſcharged from proceeding upon thar 
part of the faid petition, which relates to Orlando 


eſquire. 
April 1. Ordered the report to be received upon 
Tueſday next. | 

6th. Sir Gilbert Dolben, according to order, re- 
ported from the ſaid committee, the matter, as it 
appeared to them, touching the manner of ſigning 
the faid petition of the Earl of Barrymore. 

That the counſel examined Edward Harvey, eſ- 
quire, who delivered the petition and alſo the pe- 
tinoner, the Earl of Barrymore. 

Mr. Harvey faid, he received the petition from 
the petitioner, the Earl of Barrymore, at Wardley, 
as he was coming to London : that his Lordſhip 
defired him to conſult with his friends in town, 
to the methods of the 
houſe ; and if he found it to be fo, his Lordſhip 
gave him authority to ſet his name to it; and de- 
fired him to deliver it, which he did accordingly : 
that if he had not found it according to the methods 
of the houſe, he was to ſend it back to his Lordſhip 
to ſign; and faid, the petition delivered in is the 
very individual paper which he received from his 
Lordfhi 


p- 

The Earl of Barrymore confirmed what Mr. 
Harvey faid ; and declared, he owned the petition 
delivered, and is ready to proceed upon it. 

The committee did not enquire into the manner 

ſigning the ſaid petition by Mr. Bridgeman ; there 
being an order of the houſe, whereby the commirtee 


The journal of the 14th of Nov. 1689, relating 
to the proceedings of the weavers petition, being 


read; 

A motion being made, and the queſtion pro- 
poſed, that the committee of privileges and elec- 
tions be diſcharged from proceeding upon the peti- 
tion of the Earl of Barrymore, complaining of an 


An amendment was propoſed to be made there- 
unto, by adding at the end thereof theſe words, 
The faid petition not being ſigned by the faid Earl 


:* himſelf:” and the fame was, upon the queſtion 


put thereupon, agreed unto by the houſe. —Then 
another amendment was propoſed to be made by 
adding theſe words, * but having been ſigned by 
* order of the faid Earl, and owned by him: and 


the fame was upon the queſtion, agreed unto by the 


houſe. And then 
Reſolved, 


That the committee of privileges and elections be 


diſcharged from proceeding: upon the petition of 
election for this borough ; the ſaid petition not hav- 
ing been by the ſaid Earl himſelf, but having 
been ſigned by the order of the ſaid Earl, and owned 

by him. 
A motion was made, and the queſtion was put, 
a new 
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Wade choſen by depuration in the county-court, in the ad 
de of Henry the fifth : after which, the nexe. memoirs 


The | Bondagh of 'W-1 iT 0M. 
pericim figned by hinnfelf; and. containing 
former petition : bur it was diſagreed to. | 


WILTON. : 
FP HIS baragh is firume wiahio the county of ment for this borough; bur-thar dir. Phipps, 
Wiles ; and is the ſhire-town thereaf. © It has by bribery, promuſes, and cher mebreft . 


Edwazd the firſt. Its original method of election 
I have not met with, other than that they were . \ 


2 im the journals of the houſe. of commons: but cid 
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committre of 


ſhewing, that at the election of members w ſerve 
in this preſent parli for this borough, the peri- 
tioner, John thjuive, Sir John Hawles, 

Boch _clquire, were .: 


H 


| 


ml 
| 


* 
2 
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Ordered, that it be referred-to the mme of 


Ouicrrd, that is be refeared-to the committee of 


„ 
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hear the matter. of the on this bead-obje& 


o 
> bur difagreed ta. John Hawles, and 21 who had vered- for Mir. Bo- 
| dingros ; 
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very rarely at church ; and therefore it was inſiſted, 
they had not received the facrament according to the 
13 Car. IL a year before they were choſen burgeſſes; 
Thar in anfwer it was argued, that in this caſe 
the office of a burgeſs was an inferior office, and 
the aft did not extend to it; however, if it did, and 
that they were only burgeſſes de fafo, all acts done 
by them while in office were vakd : and alſo inſiſted, 
there was no evidence offered by the petitioner; that 
the burgefſes, who voted for him, had qualified 
tchemſelves according to the faid act. 
To which it was replied, chat if they had made 
the objection before, and given the petitioner any 
Eft of names (as it was done on the other fide) that 
they intended to except to on this head, care would 
Have bern taken to have come prepared to juſtify 
That the commaurtee reſolved, 
1. That the election of any perſon to be a bur- 
gc of this who hath not taken the facra- 
ment of the Lord's ſupper, according to the rites of 
the church of England. within one year before ſuch 
cleftion, is a void election. 
| 2. Thar Sir John Hawlcs is duly elected a bur- 


4- That John Gauntlet, efquire, is duly elected 
a burgefs, w ferve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 


The fad 4 feveral refolutions being twice read, 
were agreed unto by the houſe : and the return or- 
dered to be amended. 

Dec. 1, 2710. A petition of Peter Bathurſt, eſ- 
guare, was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly defied a burgers to ferve in this preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, and ought to have been 
geturned -: but that Charles Mompefion, and John 
Paar II. 


and other undue practices, have procured 
- . „ Arr. Dee: and 


. ben 
themſelves 


praying'&c. .. 
Gs GRE 


privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 
March roth. Ordered, that the report be made 
on Monday next. 


- r2th. Ordered, that the report be made on Sa- 


turday next. - 

27th. Mr. Freeman reported the ſtate of the evi- 
dence in the caſe touching the W 
ſaid petition; viz. | 

That the poll was, f 

For Mr. Mompeſſon 28. 
For Mr. London 30. 
For the Petitioner 26. 

Thar the right of cledtion was agreed to be in the 
mayor and burgeſſes. 

That it was alſo agreed, „ 
burgeſſes do all corporate - acts: and according to 
the corporation · act, they ought to receive the ſa- 
crament of the Lord's ſupper, according to the 
rites of the church of England, within one year 
before they are elected burgeſſes, or their election 
is void: and to this purpoſe was read a reſolution of 
the houſe, of the 28th of Nov: 1702 : and that on 
this head, the petitioner inſiſted, he ſhould object 
to 5 voters for the ſitting- members; viz. Mr. Lon. 
don himſelf, Brown; junior, Robert James, and 
Pranker, junior. 

That it was alledged, and not denied, that Mr. 
London goes to Shower's meeting-houſe. 

The counſel for Mr. Bathurſt called Dennet and 
Ward; who ſaid, Brown and the three Prankers are 
all diſſenters, and never came to church, unleſs 
when the biſhop of Saliſbury preached ; and they 
never ſaw them receive the ſacrament. 

They then excepted to 9 others for bribery and 
corrupt practices : and called 

Ward; who ſaid, Mr. Moor, the mayor, defired 
his vote foe Mr. Mompeſſon and Mr. London; and 
he anſwering 1 it was promiſed, he ſaid, he had rather 
have given 1001. than he ſhould have promiſed it, 
for he depended on this election : that Mr. Daniel 
Moor, a voter for Mr. Mompeſſon and Mr. Lon- 
don, abuſed him, becauſe he would not vote for 
them; and told him, care was taken for the future, 
never to aſk his vote more, for they had made 15 
burgeſſes ſince the election; and Mr. London pro- 
miſed the cloathing of one or more regiments, and 
if he voted for him, he ſhould never want work : 
that Mr, London offered to take off all the cloth 
he made, and would keep him, and ſeveral others 
at work, if he voted for him. 

Glide ſaid, he had been town-ſerjeant between 
20 and 30 years, and was fo till he voted for Mr. 
Bathurſt in this election: that Mr. Moor, the pre- 
ſent mayor, three days before the election, aſked 
him to vote for Mr. Mompeſſon and Mr. London; 
and told him, if he had voted ſo, it would have 
been 10 l. in his way, and that he could then have 
aſked to keep him in his office, but could not now 
aſk it ; and another was appointed in his place. 

Cole ſaid, Mr. Cable, the then mayor, Wanſbo- 
rough, Payne, Hopgood, Matthews and Cleves 
(who voted for Mr. Mompeſſon and Mr. London) 
and ſeveral others, were treated at Mr. London's 

at the Bell in the ſaid town. 
ilar Friend ſaid, that Mr. London, the morn- 


ing and evening of the eleion-day, expended be- 
Rrr tween 
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tween 4 and 5. upon feveral voters at the Bell x 
and the like ſum at other mes in the houſe, before 
the election. 

Windle faid, that Mr. London, on the cleftion- 
day, faid to the two Browns, after they had vored, 
that now the 10 1. was their own, for what they had 
done that day ; and he knew they had no money 
before they went to the hall; and when they came 
out they had ſeveral guincas: that he being far 
moned as 2 witneſs, Mr. Wilkam Moor, the preſent 
mayor, told him, he would give him any money to 


hold fill his tongue ; and if he did nor, he would » 


fend him for a ſoldier, when he came back. 
if he came to London as a wine for Mr. Mom- 
peſſam and Mr. London, his journey would be worth 
51. to him, after the election was over. 

Dennet faid, that Cuckney, a voter for Mr. 


London, » © P 


witneſſes were called to juſtify the 5 voters excepred 
to, and to diſqualify one of the petitioner's voters, 
and to prove bribery and indirect practices on the 

itioner's fide : and they called 

Wood, church-warden of Se. Michael, Cornhill ; 
who faid, Mr. London received the facrament at 
that church on the 2d of July laſt, and had a certi- 
ficate ; and could not fay, he had feen bim there ar 
church before. 

Brown junior, and Pranker junior, faid, that they 
and Robert Pranker, go to the fame meeting-houſe: 


fach election, the witneſs, and Robert and James 
Pranker, received the ſacrament at the cathedral of 
Sarum. 

That John Pranker faid, one John Pranker re- 
ceived it at the fame time. And John Brown faid, 
John Pranker was not there. 

John Pranter faid, chat John Lee, 2 month afrer 
the election, told him, if he had votrd for Mr. 
Bathurſt, as he did, he might have had guineas, as 
he bad; but did not ſay, who he had the money 
from, or that he had it for his vore. 

Chalk junior, ſad, that three weeks before the 


Helielke 
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other perſons, — and all paid for 


ed a burgeſs, wo ſerve in — parka fo 
this borough. 

2. That John Londen, Ape; is nor duly clect. 
ed a burgefs, to ferve in this preſent parliament for 


this borough. 
3. That Pezer Bathurſt, eure, is duly cletted 
2 burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parkament for this 


The faid theee refolutioas being twice wad, were 
agreed um by the houſe : and the return ordered to 
be amended. 

May 27, 1723. Ordered 2 warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a burgefs to ſerve in this preſent 
parkament for this borough, in the room of Robert 
Herbert, eſquire, made groom of the bedchamber. 


WILTSHIRE. 


HIS county is in the — or 63- 
vifion of the kingdom ; and hath returned 
knights to the parhament, in the ſame manner as the 
other counties, from the firſt ſummons of counties. 
The writ of return of 2 Hex. V. will be found 


in the Appendix. The memoirs relating to its elec- vide Ap. 
nons, do not occur till fince the Reftoration : after pendin 


— 0 WIL 
the journals. 

March 25, 1679. A petition «f Henry Coker, 
holders of this county, on behalf of themſelves, and 
the major part of the freeholders of the ſaid county; 

ming of undue and illegal practices in the 
ſheriff of the ſaid county, in electing and returning 
Sir Richard Grubham How, to ferve as knight of 
the ſhire for the faid county, in injury of the peti- 
toners, was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and cleftions, to examine the matter, and 

April 3, 2690. A petition of Henry Lord Col- 
ran, of the kingdom of Ireland, was read ; ſhew- 
ing, that the peritivner was elected to ſerve as 
» of the ſhire for this county, by the majority of the 
freeholders of the ſaid county: but chat by the un- 


: petitioner, 
prejadice of the petitioner, by declaring the election 
againſt che petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


r 
read. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


pay privileges and ck&ions, to examine the mater, 


and report the fame, wich their opinion. 
March 6, 2713. A petition of Edward Afb, and 
Thomas Pur, eures, was read ; ſhewing, that at the 
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eleftion for this county, the petitioners, Sir Richard 
How, baronet, and Robert Hyde, eſquire, were can- 
didates : that by the illegal practices of the under- 
ſheriff, Sir Richard How, and Robert Hyde, cſquire, 
deferred opening the poll till the afternoon, when 
many frecholders, who would have yored for the 

1 were neceſſitated, by reaſon of the har- 
veſt, to go away without voting : and that the faid 
ſheriff refuſed thoſe who voted for the petitioners, 
and had a right; and polled others againſt them, 
who had no right : that a mob was raiſed and paid 
by the fitting-members, appearing with clubs and 
drums, marching round the place of polling, till the 
Cloſe thereof; to the great terror of the electors : 
that the under-ſheriff ordered the oath of abjuration 
to be given to none but the the majority 
of whom would have voted for the petitioners : that 
by theſe means, and ſeveral other illegal practices, 
the ſitting· members have procured themſelves to be 
returned, in wrong, of the petitioners : and praying 
&c. 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar on Tueſday 
come month. 

18th. Ordered, that Thomas Pitt, and Edward 
Aſh, eſquires, have leave to withdraw the faid pe- 
unon. 


WINCHELSEA. 


HIS is now called one of the cinque-ports, 
though only a member of the port of Haſt- 
ings, as appears by record, anno 1 Jobanzis—Yzcd 


_ Mucbelſea et Rye debent eſſe in auxilium ville de Haſt- 


ings, ad faciend. Regis ſervitizxm 20 na . It fent 
to parliament at the ſame time with the 
I The memoirs re- 


1 which are in the journals, are 


© 1623. Mr. Glandvylle offered a report 
for this town. —Sir Alexander Temple complained. 
No opinion given at the committee, but proved 
by three witneſſes. — That Paul Weyman notably 
miſdemeaned himſelf in this buſineſs. — Fit to have 
him ſent for. —Proved there, that never any aſſembly 
to be there under 24 hours: here warning bur over- 
night againſt next morning. — Kept them from 7 
&clock to 12, and would not read his commiſſion ; 
after threatned, and bid them be gone. Charge Sir 
Alexander Temple to be popiſh, and allied to the 
arch-recuſants of . — Then after this they 
certified for Mr. Finch.—Mayor got Sir Alexander 
Temple's letters; broke them up and concealed 
them. — The committee thought fit this mayor 
ſhould be ſent for. 

Mr. Nicholas: To have him ſent for by a friend, 
and not as a delinquent. 

Ordered the mayor of Winchelſea ſhall be fear 
for by a 

4th. Mr. Recorder: Upon Tueſday the com- 
mittee of privileges ſat. Yeſterday when the com- 
mittee went to the lords, the report made, being but 
one fide heard: — Can ſhew the practice wholly 
on the other ſide. To forbear the ſending for the 
mayor, till the other ſide be heard at the commirtee. 
— To reſpite it till tomorrow. 

Mr. Glandvylle : — This will draw in a breach 
of the privileges of this houſe.Not a negative voice 
at the committee, but that he ought to be ſent 

18th. Mr. Glandvylle reports from the com- 
mittee of privileges :—1. Whether two men have 
voices? 2. Whether Mr. Finch duly elected 


3- Whether Paul Weyman have offended ? —F. Pu- 
niſhment. 

1 incorporation. Mayor, jurats, 

and freemen : Now 8 wich the mayor: freemen 11. 
Agreed they ought to elect. They met at the 
common-hall. — A queſtion, whether two Tildens 
ought ro have voice, becauſe non-reſident in the 
town, one 5 months; another, 6 ?—A decree made, 
that whoſoever ſhould not dwell there within three 
months, ſhould loſe his voice. 

Mayor proceeded not, till theſe two withdrawn. 
Before they went, faid, they gave their voices for Sir 
Alexander Temple; when they were gone, 16 preſent. 
Then the precept read; and the mayor, and 7 of 
thoſe, gave voice one way; other 8 gave another way 
for Temple. Upon this, a new queſtion, whether 
by the cuftom of that place, the mayor, upon 
equality of voices, could carry the election? 

Urged by Mr. Finch's counſel, that. he ought to 
have it: but upon debate, the committee ſatisfied. — 
Not appeared, the mayor had any ſuch privilege ; ra- 
ther the contrary : no example for it. Some conſenting 
afterward, they conceived the mayor had caſt; and 
therefore over-ruled that Mr. Finch choſen; and put- 
ting hands to indenture after, no aſſent but in aſſem- 
bly.— The committee reſolved, that theſe Tildens ex- 
cluded, ought to have voices. —Reaſons :—— This 
decree could not alter the law. 2. Reafon : found 
theſe Tildens exerciſed the quality of freemen : 
had empty houſes in the town : mayor himſelf had 
been out of town two years, yet ſerved as mayor. 
—— Had their ſhare in common profits: never 
queſtioned till now. —— Proved by witneſſes, that 


the cuftom of the ports, they muſt be abſent a year 


and day. 

2. No good election of Mr. Finch, becauſe theſe 
men excluded unjuſtly. — Yet they likewiſe con- 
ceived, that Sir Alexander Temple not duly elected, 
becauſe theſe men gave not their votes at the time 
ot the election; and therefore a new writ. 

3- The miſdemeanor of the mayor. Agreed, he 
had committed a contempt againſt this houſe, in 
hindering a due election. 1. Gave not ſufficient 
warning; but over-night, when the election to be 
next morning. 2. He gave warning generally : no 
man knew wherefore he came. 3. Would not diſ- 
cloſe the cauſe of their meeting. 4. He did threaten 
one to disfranchiſe him; and he confeſſed, he had 
caufe fo to do. 5. Scandalized Sir Alexander Tem- 
ple, faying, he was allied to the arch-papiſts of this 
kingdom Richard. This utterly falſe. 

Laſtly, for puniſhment. They propound, that 
this man as worthy of puniſhment, as the ſheriff of 
Cambei . 

To be committed to the ſerjeant, and then to make 
his fubmiſſion in this houſe; and then afterwards in 


the country. 


Refolved upon the queſtion, that this election of | 


Mr. Finch is not good; and that a new writ ſhall 
iſſue forth a new election. | | 

Reſolved upon the queſtion, that the mayor of 
Winchelſea hath committed a contempt and miſde- 
meanor againft this houſe, and ſhall therefore ſtand 
committed to the ferjeant till Saturday morning; 
and then making his ſubmiſſion here at the bar, to be 
diſcharged from any further puniſhment here, but to 
make his acknowledgment in the town before a new 
cktion. 

Reſolved upon the queſtion, that Paul Wyman 
ſhall be called in, and brought to the bar, and heard 
before ſentence. — 

Called, and brought to the bar. 

Demanded 
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Demanded what he cools fr he kinca | 
p rg 
* . words he ſpake upon the report. 
He is ſorry he hath offended fo honourable a per 
ſon ; for Sir Alexander Temple knew him but only 
by report. For the warning, as it uſed to be. 
All therefore preſent. —- Their cuſtom never to de- 
clare the cauſe of their meeting, till come in open 
court. Sorry he hath offended. 

Reſolved upon the queſtion, that the two Tildens 
ought to have voice in the election. 

The mayor brought to the bar again; and Mr. 
Speaker the ſentence upon him. 

20th. The mayor of this town brought to the 
bar, and made his fubmiſſion. — Heartily ſorry for 
his offence, and defires pardon. 

' Diſcharged, making his ſubmiſſion in the town, 
and paying his fees. 


May 28, 1624. Mr. Glandvylle reports for this 


town :— The mayor there an intruder : disfranchiſed « 


ſeveral perſons that ſtood for Sir Alexander Temple. 
Committee clear of opinion, that the election of 


Mr. Finch, good. — He a good mayor to this pur- 
e. 


Reſolved, Mr. John Finch was duly elected for 


this town. 


Oct. 16, 1666. A petition of Baptiſt May, eſquire, 
was read. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 13th. Ordered, that the report concerning 


the election for this town, be made on Monday 


next come  ſevennight. — But it was not then called 


for. 


Ji. gi; l that the report concerning 


the election for this town, be made on Wedneſday 


next. 

gth. Sir Job Charleton reports from the com- 
mittee of elections, touching the election for this 
port, between Mr. May and Mr. Auſten. 


Upon the petition exhibited by Mr. May, that i 


the committee had examined the matter, and heard 
the evidence on both ſides : that it did appear, that 


the mayor of this town had not, within one year } 
next before his election, taken the ſacrament of the 


Lord's ſupper, according to the rites of the church 
of England. And that therefore the committee, 
upon peruſal of the clauſe in the act of parliament 


for regulating corporations, which enjoins the tak- 


ing the ſacrament, were of 

That the return made by the mayor, of the elec- 
tion made of Mr. Auſten, to ſerve for that place, 
was not good; but the election void. — Which 
matter being debated, 

Reſolved.” that the debate of the ſaid matter be 
adjourned till to-morrow. 

roth. The debate was reſumed, and the queſtion 
put, to agree with the committee, that the return, 
made by the mayor of this town, of the election of 
Mr. Auſten, to ſerve for that place, was not good; 
but the election void. The houſe diſagreed with the 


committee; and 


Reſolved, that Mr. Auſten was duly elected for 
the ſaid port, and ought to fir. 
Feb. 6, 1677. A petition of Creſhield Draper, 


eſquire, was read, concerning the election for this 
Port. an e eee ac 


tioner, it was withdrawn. 


FI„th. A petition of Creſhield Draper, eſquire, was 


.xead ; complaining of an undue return of Sir John 


Dp - 0 


Banks, to ſerve for this port, in wrong of the pe- 
titioner, who was duly elected. 

Reſolved, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the fame, with their 

March 7. Sir Thomas Meres reported from the 
committee, the ſtate of the election Sor this port ; 
and two votes of the committee : 

1. Reſolved, that Sir John Banks is not duly 
clefied 2 baron, to ſerve in this preſent parliament 


for this port. 
Draper, eſquire, is duly cle&- 


2. That Creſhield 
ed a baron, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this port. 

Which two reſolutions being twice read, were 
agreed to by the houſe : and ordered the clerk of 


Ordered, that it be heard at the fame time with 
Mr. Auſten's petition, at the bar of the houſe. 
27th. The houſe, according to order, 
to the hearing the merits of the ſaid election. And 
2 wagering and were 


That Robert Briſtow, eſquire, is not duly elected 
a baron, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
town and 

Reſolved, that Robert Auften, eſquire, is not 
duly elected a baron, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 


ment for this town and port. 

Reſolved, that John Hayes, eſquire, is not duly 
dotted » haven, to frove in this" profenc perkiament 
for this town and port. 

Declared, that the late election of members to 


ſerve in this preſent parliament for this town and 
port, is a void election. 


Reſolved, 


The Port of WINCHELSEA. 


| Reſolved, that John Dunmall, agent of Robert 
Briſtow, eſquire, is guilty of bribery in the late 
election of members to ſerve in this parliament for 
this town and port. 
„ ——  —  — 
CO eee 


this town and port, is guilty 


be turned out of all his employments in his Majeſty's 
Cuſtoms. 

Oct. 30, 1702. A petition of Robert Auſten, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected a member, to ſerve in this preſent par- 
- hament for this town and port ; yet the mayor of 
this town and port hath been induced, by divers 
undue practices, not to return the petitioner : and 
praying &c. 

And the ſaid petition not mentioning againſt 
whom he petitioned ; a motion was made, and the 
queſtion was put, to refer the conſideration thereof 
to the committee of privileges and clections, to ex- 


Nov. 4th. A petition of Robert Auſten, eſquire, 


was read ; ſhewing, that the petitioner was duly 
r 2 few "0 pathacr for 
this port ; but the mayor, by divers undue 
hath been induced to return James Hayes, eſquire, 
inſtead of the petitioner : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

Dec. 1, 1710. A petition of William Penn, and 
Richard Jones, eſquires, was read ; ſhewing, that at 
the laſt election of barons, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament for this port, the petiti with Ro- 
bert Briſtow, eſquire, and Sir Francis Daſhwood, 

were candidates : that the mayor took on him the 

. * 
having taken the ſacrament within the time limited 
by law; and he polled ſeveral unqualified perſons 
againſt the petitioners, and refuſed ſeveral to poll for 
them, that were qualified : ana the mayor, Sir 
Francis Daſhwood, and Mr. Briſtow, were guilty 
of bribery, treating, and threatning, whereby they 
procured ſeveral votes ; notwithſtanding which, the 
ought to have been returned ; but the mayor re- 
fuſed the ſame, and hath returned Sir Francis Daſh- 
| wood and Mr. Briſtow, in prejudice of the peti- 
tioners : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 

Dec. 8, 1711. A petition of the ſaid Mr. Penn, 
and Mr. Jones, in ſubſtance the ſame with the 
former, was read. 

Parr II. | 


2 


for their votes at the former election; 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privilege= and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 
Feb. 4. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Thurſday next. 

7th. Mr. Freeman reported from the committee, 
the matter, as it appeared unto them, upon the ſaid 


petition : 

That the right of election was agreed to be in the 
mayor, jurats, and freemen : 

For the fitting- members it was inſiſted, that the 
freemen, who had been abſent above twelve months, 
had no right without a re- admiſſion. 

And alſo for the petitioners, that freemen of this 
port are in the nature of common-council- men, and 
ought to qualify themſelves by receiving the ſacra- 
ment, according to the corporation- act. 

For the each 12. 
For each fitting-member 10. 

That the matter of the petition as to Mr. Jones, 
was waved. For Mr. Penn, was called 

Newman; who ſaid, Thomas Cooper tendered 
his poll for the petitioner, but was refuſed : that he 
had formerly voted, and had lived out of the port a- 
bove twelve months before the election: that if a free- 
man has lived out of the port above twelve months, 
they do not admit him, unleſs he demands it, and 
pays a bottle of wine : that Cooper demanded to be 
re-admitted on the eleftion-day, but did not offer 
his wine ; he had then an houſe in the town, and 
paid to church and poor, but lived ten miles out 
of town: that the freemen were in all aſſemblies, 
and no act can be done without them. 

For the petitioner, the counſel objected to 7 votes 


of the ſitting· members, for not having qualified 


themſelves : and produced the town-book of this 
port; whereby it appeared, that on the 29th of 
June 1703, Richard Aſhdown was admitted and 
fworn a jurat; and on the 5th of October 1703, 
he filed his certificare of duly receiving the ſacra- 
ment: and that John Parnell, Thomas Jenkin ſe- 
nior, and Thomas Marten, were admitted freemen 
in 1707, in Aſhdown's mayoralty : that it was ſaid, 
neither Jenkins nor Marten qualified tbemſelves: 
and it appeared by the town- book, that on the 25th 
of April 1710, Abraham Butler, William Giles 
junior, and Thomas Jenkin junior, were admitted 
freemen in the mayoralty of Parnell. 

That the committee hereupon reſolved, 

1. That the freemen of this port are not obliged 
to qualify themſelves by receiving the ſacrament, 
according to the corporation-act. 

To prove ill practices to gain votes for the ſitting- 
members; Cooper ſaid, Aſhdown told him, that he 
and Giles ſenior, who was then preſent, had 30 l. each 
and the 
women had half a guinea each: that about 3 or 4 
months before the laſt eleftion, they complained 
they had not received their money; but, about 10 
days before the election, Aſhdown owned they had 
received it. 

Reed ſaid, Aſhdown and Giles faid, that if Hop- 
per, who voted for the petitioner, made it a void 
election, then Aſhdown was to have nothing. 

Newman faid, Sir Francis Daſhwood aſked him 
his vote; and told him, if he gave it him, he 
would uſe him as well as the others: that he had 
201. of Mr. Copeland for his vote, at the former 
election for Sir Francis Daſhwood and Mr. Briſtow : 
that he gave his note for the money ; but Copeland 

| 81. told 
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B. P. R. It has returned citizens to 
211. 


told him, it ſhould never be called for: that when 
Sir Francis aſked his vote in the election, he men- 
tioned the note to Sir Francis, and ſaid, he would 
not have it always over his head; and there- 
upon Sir Francis ſaid, he could do nothing in it at 

but that he ſhould fare as well as any 
other man: that Marten is a cuſtom-houſe officer, 
and had a letter to direct his vote from the commiſ- 
fioners. 

Battle ſaid, Abraham Butler told him, that when 
he was made a freeman, he was under an obligation 
to vote for Sir Francis Daſhwood and Mr. Briſtow. 

Hooper ſaid, Sir Francis Daſhwood aſked his 
vote, and he refuſed him ; and told him, he was 
informed his fellow-partners had gol. each; that 
Sir Francis told him, he though 


proportion, and he would be as kind to him as the 
others. 

That, to qualify Aſhdown, a certificate was pro- 
duced, dated the 5th of Sept. 1903, of Aſhdown's 
receiving the ſacrament on the 8th of Auguſt be- 
fore ; and on the NE IEA Wl 
ſame was filed. 

That Mr. Penn's counſel ind he in in 
years ſubſequent to 1703, Aſhdown did qualify, and 
Parnell was elected under him; but inſiſted, che 
certificate in 1703, was not filed in time. 

The committee reſolved, 

1. That Sir Francis Daſhwood, knight and ba- 
ronet, is duly elected a baron, A 
ſent parliament for this port. 

2. That Robert Briſtow, Gebo, is duly elde 
a baron, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 

rt. 
are tid dcs refluons bring ci read re 
agreed unto by the houſe. 

March 17, 1720. — wetrnr for mew 
writ, for clefting a baron for this port to ſerve in 
this preſent parliament, in the room of Robert 
Briſtow, eſquire, made n of the 
kouſhold. | 


WINCHESTER. 


HIS is a very ancient city, the capital of the 
dioceſe of its name, in the county of Hants. 
nt from the 26th 
of Edward the firſt : and ſeveral parliaments have 
been held here. Its ancient method of election 
I do not meet with, nor any memoirs of -it, 
until 1689 z in which year, and ſince, the following 
mano ne 
commons. 

March 24, 1689. A petition of Charles Morley, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
duly elected for this city by a majority of legal 


* Sic orig. voices z yet by indirect practices, William * Lord 


Pawlet, and Frederick Tilney, eſquire, were return- 
ed by the mayor of the faid city, in prejudice of 
the ans, an e of u ee ee, 
&c. 
3 un h bis refeived to the Cbenm bes uf 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 55 
Oct. 6, 1690. A petition of the ſaid Mr. Morley 
was min TTL 
tition 3 . 41. 798 
- Ordered, ar latent 
and elections, w cmi che matter, a> 
report che ſame, with their 


| ok. Mr Grey e ee nadir. 


tee, the ſtate of the caſe, as follows; viz. 


t he had had his 


That the right of election appeared to be in the 
mayor, recorder, aldermen, bailiffs, and er ey 
of the ſaid city: and the poll was, 

For Mr. Tilney 389. 
For Lord William Pawlet 39. 
For Mr. Morley 8. 

That Mr. Tilney's election was not queſtioned by 
the petitioner. But as to the Lord William Pawlet, 
it appeared to the committee, that, of 39 which 
voted for him, 2 were peers ; which were waved by 
Lord William Pawlet's counſel, there being a ma- 
jority for Lord William Pawlet without them: and, 
as to 10 others who voted for him, it was by Mr. 
Morley's counſel inſiſted, that they were not reſident 
within the city, and ſo not qualified to vote. 

But it was affirmed, as well by , Mr. Morley's 
witneſſes, as by others, on behalf of Lord William 


 Pawlet, that they conſtantly voted in elections for 


parliament-men, and were never excepted to. 
1 | 
hat the Lord William Pawlet is duly elected a 
citizen, mn parliament for this 
city. 

The ſaid reſolution bing twice read, was agreed 
unto by the houſe. 

Feb. 13, 1700. A petition of Frederick Tilney, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner was 
a candidate at the laſt election for this city, and had 
a majority of ſuch voters, as had a right to poll; 

yet, by influential and indirect practices, by menaces 


and threats, and the appearance of 3 Dukes in court, 


who did vote againſt the . petitioner, though he 
cauſed the vote of the houſe, of the 14th of Dec. 


1699, to be read in court; the Lord William 
. Pawiet, and George Rodney Bridges, eſquire, were 


returned, in prejudice of the petitioner: and pray- 
ing &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to che committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, * 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

March 26, 1515. A petition of John Fophan, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the laſt election 
for this city, the petitioner, together with the right 
honourable the Lord William Pawlet, and George 
Bridges, eſquire, were candidates: that the ſaid 
Lord William Pawlet and his agents, together 
with the mayor of the ſaid city, did, by bribery, 
and other illegal practices, procure divers of the 
burgeſſes and freemen to vote for the ſaid Lord 
William Pawlet, who otherwiſe would have voted 
for the petitioner: that notwithſtanding the peti- 


tioner had a majority of legal votes, and ought to 


have been returned; and demanded the ſame, but 
was refuſed by the ſaid mayor : and praying &c. 

Ordered it be referred to the Committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine and report the 
ſame, with-their opinion, 

April 8th. Ordered, that John Popham, eſquire, 
have leave to withdraw his petition. 

Nov. 5th.” Ordered a warrant for a new writ, to 
ele& a citizen for this city, to ſerve in this preſent 
parliament, in the room of Lord William Pawlet, 
S e e | 


27 NEW WINDSOR. 


i Tu. berougb is ſituate within e coumy of 
Bucks. Doctor Willis writes, it was made yrs, 34 


ſo in the 5th, and returned burgeſſes to parliament 1749. 2+ 


in the zoth of Edward the firſt ; and ſo continued 

to do till the 14th of Edward the third; and then 

intermitted until the 25th of * the ſinth. Mr. 
Prynne, 


red. 29 


\ 


The Borough of New WIN so. 


ne's Prynne, in his catalogue, takes the ſame notice of 
the returns; though in his Brevia Parliamentaria 
— Rediviva, he writes, it returned in the goth of Ed- 
Br. Parl. ward the firſt ; but in the 1ſt, ad, 4th, gth, 6th, 7th, 


red. 191. and 8th of Edward the ſecond, hallivi libertar. ſeptem 
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and that a warrant do iſſue out for the electing of 
two burgeſſes. for this borough. 

April 27, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 
committee of privileges and elections, touching the 
double return for this borough ; that Alexander 


hundredorum de Wyndeſore, nullum mic bi dederunt reſpon- 
ſum : and alſo writes, it returned in the 3d, gth, 10th, 
11th, and 19th of Richard the ſecond, and in the 
Sth of Henry the fourth: alſo to ſeveral parlia- 
ments of Henry the fifth; and alſo in the 1ſt, 3d, 
5th, and 2oth of Henry the ſixth: after which 
they agree the returns were made by indenture in 
the 25th, 27th, 29th, and 38th of Henry the ſixth ; 
and by a manuſcript note of Mr. Holmes, he adds 
the 31ſt of Henry the ſixth. The indenture of the 


Blake, and Roger Palmer, eſquires, are returned by 
the mayor and burgeſſes, under the hand of the 
mayor, and common ſeal; and Richard Winwood, 
eſquire, by the burgeſſes, without the common ſeal 
or hand of the mayor: and the opinion of the 
committee, that Alexander Blake, and Roger Pal- 
mer, eſquires, ought to ſit in the houſe, until the 
merits of the cauſe, touching the ſaid double re- 
rurn, be determined: whereto the houſe agreed. 
July 6, 1661. Mr. Serjeant Charleton reports 


Br. Parl. 25th of Henry VI. is ſet forth in the Brevia Par- 
red. 291. liamentaria Rediviva, and in Doctor Brady. I ſhall 
Brady,70- therefore inſert it in this account. Hec indentura 


from the ſaid committee for elections, the fact 
touching the return for this borough : that the 
queſtion being, whether the right of election was 


faRa tertio die menfis Feb. anno regni Regis Henrici ſextt, 
foft Conguęſt um vice/imo quinto , teſtatur, quod nos major 
et communitas ley burgi de nova Windeſore, una- 
nimi congregati ordinavimus, elegimus et nominavimus 
de communi confilio noſtro, Rogerum Faſnam, et Rogerum 
Scherman, difti burgi de nova Windeſore burgenſes ad 
comparend. coram excellentiſſimo in Chriſto principi et 
domino noftro Henrico Dei gratia Regi Anglie, et do- 
mino Hibernie illuſtri, in parliamento ſuo in die ſanctæ 
ſcolaſtic a, viz. decimo dis Februar. prox. futur. ad diem 
apud N eſtm. tenend. et ibidem una cum prælatis proceribus 
et magnatibus comitatas regni Anglia, ſuper negotiis in 
brevi Regis exinde confect. plenius reiteratur et trafta- 
tur. Omnibuſque et fingulis ibidem ordinandis ad Dei 
laudem conſentiend. ratum et gratum habituri, quicquid 
didi Rogerus et Roger fic per nos elefti, nomine noftro 
fecerint in pramiſſis. In quorum teftimonium figillum 
commune omnium et ſingulorum burgenſium et communi- 
tat. prædict᷑. babentium electionem intereſſentium preſen- 
tibus oft appenſum. Dat. apud Windeſore, die et anno 
ſupra diftis, praſentibus Fobanne Welin majore burgi 
predift. Willielmo Scherman, Willielmo Trowe, Rogero 
Wee, Fobanne Notetey, ballivis; Fohanne Bothewood, 
Thoma Swan, conſtabulariis ; et aliis. | 

From this return, the right of election ſeems to 
appear; the conſtruction whereof, in future times, 
will appear from the following memoirs in the 
Juras. 

Dec. 8, 1640. Mr. Maynard reports, that there 
was a competition between Sir Thomas Roe and 
Mr. Waller, who were returned burgeſſes for this 
borough, and Mr. Holland and Mr. Taylor (who 
is ſince dead) who pretend they were elected, though 
not returned. 7 

Queſtion was, whether the inhabitants in general, 
or the particular choice of the mayor, bailiffs, 


and ſome few of the town, ſhould have power of 


election? 
This place was 1 by the name of the 
mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes, by Edward the 
fourth : that Sir Thomas Roe and Mr, Waller were 
choſen by the mayor, and ſpecial officers. In Ed- 
ward the fourth's, and Henry the eighth's time, the 
return was made by the mayor, bailiffs, and bur- 
geſſes : but, of later times, the return hath been 
made by the mayor, bailiffs, and commonalty. The 
charter being an incotporation of inhabitants ; the 
inhabitants of right ought to chooſe, and not the 
Upon this report it was reſolved, that all the in- 


habitants of this borough have all generally right 
of election of burgeſſes, to ſerve for this borough in 
parliament. 
Reſolved, that the election of Mr. Holland, for 
one of the burgeſſes for this borough, is not good: 


in the corporation, conſiſting of the mayor, bailiffs, 
and burgeſſes, not exceeding the number of 30? or, 
in the inhabitants at large ? that it appeared by the 
evidence, that the ſaid borough did, before the 
time of Edward the fourth, ſend burgeſſes to 
the parliament; who were elected only by the 
mayor, and a ſelect number, not exceeding the 
number of 3o, being the corporation of the ſaid bo- 
rough: and it was proved by ſeveral witneſſos, and 
ſo appeared by divers returns in ſeveral kings reigns, 
that the election, for above 70 years, had been by a 
ſele& number, conſiſting of the mayor, bailiffs, and 
burgeſſes, not exceeding the number of 30; and not 
by the inhabitants at large, who never choſe till 
1640, And that upon the whole matter, the com- 
mittee was of opinion, 

That the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes, not ex- 
ceeding the number of go, had only the right of 
election; and that Sir Richard Braham, knight, and 
Thomas Higgons, eſquire, who were elected and re- 
turned as burgeſſes to ſerve in this parliament for 
this borough, by the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes, 
not exceeding the number of 30, were duly elected, 
and ought to ſit : whereto the houſe agreed. 

March 19, 1678. A petition of Richard Win- 
wood, and Samuel Starkey, eſquires, complaining 
of an undue return of Sir John Ernle, knight, and 
John Powney, eſquire, to ſerve in the preſent parlia- 
ment for this borough, in injury of the petitioners, 
was read. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

April 5, 1679. Sir Thomas Meres reports from 
the committee, touching the ſaid election; viz. 
The queſtion was, whether the mayor, bailiffs, 
and burgeſſes, not exceeding in number 30, or the 
inhabitants at large, have right to vote in elections 

to parliament. 4 

The petitioners produced the ſeveral records fol- 
lowing, to prove this borough to be a borough by 
preſcription ; and that the inhabitants at large ought 
to vote in elections. 

A charter, 5 Edw. I. whereby that king grants, 
Probis hominibus de Windeſore, quod villa de nova 
Windſor de cetero fit liber burgus ; et quod probi homines 
ejuſdem ville fint liberi burgenſes, et habeant Gildam 
mercatoriam. 

Mr. Halſtead, keeper of the records of the 
Tower, ſaid, the ancienteſt returns of members to 
ſerve in parliament were thoſe of Edward the 
firſt. | 
They alfo produced theſe records of returns out 
of the Tower and Rolls 30 Ed. I. two burgeſſes 

| k returned 


2 


a . 
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Feb. laſt the mayor and bailiffs of this borough made 


-precept to elect two 


 bailiffs, and chief burgeſſes, made 


The Borough of New: Winweon, 


returned on this writ.25 Hen. VI. Major, et com- 
munitas burgen/ium elegerunt. In cujus teftimonium figit- 
lum commune omnium et fingulorum burgenſium, et com- 
munitatis predia. oft appenſum. | 

27 Hen. VI. The ſame exactly. 
39 Hen. VI. 
elogerunt. Dat. ſub figillo majoritatis. - 

7 Ed. VI. Major, ſimul cum balltvis, burgenſibus, et 
communitate, elegerunt. In cujus teftimonium figillum 


commune burgi, in Gilda ibidem, appoſuimus. 


1 et 2 Pb. et Mar. Major, ballivi, et burgenſes, 
fimul cum communitate ex communi aſſenſu, elegerunt. 
Dat. ſub figillo communi burgi in Gilda Aula. 

2, 3, 4 et 5 Ph. et Mar. The ſame exactly. 

1 Eliz. Major, 2 u. burgenſihus, er 
communitate, elegerunt. 


16 et 17 Car. II. Mayor, bailiffs, burgeſſes, and 
inhabitants have choſen :. ſealed with the common 


ſeal, and the inhabitants. 

Report of ſerjeant Maynard, 1640, at the com- 
mittee of elections was read ; whereby it was reſolved, 
that all the inhabitants have right to elect, 

Mr. Taylor and Mr. Baker ſaid, that the election 
DS 
tants; and in 1640, and 1660 : and that in the laſt 
parliament, the ſaid examinants were elected; but it 
was adjudged againſt them by the committee of 
privileges 
were miſlaid by one Starkey, as Starkey ſince own- 
ed. And Mr. Taylor ſaid, he was impriſoned five 
months by the Lord Mordaunt, concerning the 
election to the laſt 

Moore, ad Sai ah. Git on ce alin 


proclamation at the market-croſs, that there was a 
burgeſſes ä ag 
and that the election ſhould be the next day, be- 

tween the hours of 9 and 11: 
next day, about 200 of the inhabitants met at the 


e 11 of the clock, being 


aſked by Mr. Starkey, who they would have to be 
their members in parliament, in purſuance of the 
pt read the day before; they all anſwered, Mr. 


Winwood and Mr. Starkey : then about 20 of them 


went to the hall, where the mayor and bailiffs and 

were, and demanded entrance to give their 
votes; but the conſtables and tything-men denied 
to let them come in; ſaying, they had orders to 
keep them out: that thereupon they came back to 
the croſs, and ſealed and ſigned an indenture, now 
produced; and went again to the hall, and de- 
manded entrance, and to have the common ſeal to 
affix to the ſaid indenture, which was then alſo de- 
nied them: that the mayor, being demanded to ſet 
the common ſeal to the faid indenture, apſwered, he 
would have done it with all his, heart; but that 
he had orders of the corporation to ſecure him, 
reraing tir Joun rave and Mr. Poyaey's 
to which the town-clerk is a witneſs. 

For Sir John Ernle aud Mr. Powney, 

James Smith, and others, ſaid, char the mayor, 
on 
the '26th of Feb. that the election ſhould be next 
day; and next day, they went to the hall about 10 
O clock, and ſhut to the doors while they made free- 
men; and about 11 o'clock read theprecept, the mayor 
firſt giving orders, that the doors ſhould be open- 


ed ; but there being a tumult, the conſtables were 


.ordered to keep the peace and the doors ; and then 
the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes, went to the elec- 


tion, and unanimouſly choſe Sir John Ernle and 
Mr. Powney : and ſeveral of cheſe witneſſes ſaid, 


by - 


Major, ballivi, et tota communitas 


election at the croſs was over, before the 


and elections, they wanting records; which 


and accordingly the 


the doors were open at de ſaid eleion, and ther 


were no orders to ſhut them. 

Brazier ſaid, ſeveral of the inhabitants, and Mr. 
Winwood and Mr. Starkey, were denied to come 
in, when they came to demand entrance to have the 
nnr 
* mne | 

Lord Stirling, . 
in the hall was a little after 11 of the clock; and the 

precept in 
the hal was read, a they beliove by the computation 


of time. - 


They then produced ſeveral records and books, to 


prove the right to be. in the mayor, bailiff, and bur- 


geſſes, not exceeding 30 in number; viz 
35 Hen. VIII. Major, ballivi, et burgenſes, elege- 
runt. Dat. fub figillo communi, in Guilda Aula Regia. 
1 Ed. VL. 14, 30, 43 Eliz. 1, 7,18, 21 Fac. 1 Car. 
I. cad. anno, 3 Car. I. two indentures. 15, 16 Car. I. 


13, 29 Car. II.— All which are by the mayor, bai- 


lifts, and burgeſſes, and under the common ſeal ; and 
moſt of them . 


Guildhall at Windſor. 


A report of ſerjeant Charleton, upon the — 


of the election of Sir Richard Braham and Sir 


Thomas Higgons in 1661, was read; whereby it 
was reſolved, that the mayor, hailiffs, and bur- 
geſſes, not above 30 in number, nnn 
elect. | 


The wmp; bock was read z whereby it appears, 


that three ſeveral elections, in Queen Elizabeth's 


reign, were by a number not exceeding 30. 
Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

1. That the mayor, bailiffs, and burgeſſes, of 
this borough, not exceeding 30, have not the right 
of electing members to yi APIS 


2. That this borough. has a right e cd bar 
geſſes to parliament by 

3. That all the inhabitants of the ſaid 
have right of electing members, to ſerve in parlia- 


ment for this borough. 


4. That Sir John Ernle and Mr. Powney are 


not duly elected burgeſſes, to ſerve — 


parliament for this borough. 
5. That Mr. Winwood and Mr. Starkey are not 


duly elected burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent parlia- 


ment for this borough. - 

6. That the late election of burgeſſes, to ſerve in 
Reer 
election. 

The four firſt reſolurions were twice ad; and 
agreed unto by the houſe. 

The fifth reſolution being read a ſecond time, 
was to by the houſe. 

Reſolved, that Mr. Winwood and Mr. Starkey 


are duly elected burgeſſes, to ſerve in this preſent 


parliament . and oed the return 


to be amended. 


OR. 25, 1680. A petition of Richard Winwood, 


and Samuel Starkey, eſquires, was read. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 


privileges and eleQions, to examine the matter, and 


report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. Ach. Mr. Treby reported from the ſaid 
committee, that the ſaid committee, having con- 
ſidered the matter to them referred, had reſolved, 

1. That in this borough, thoſe only, who pay 
ſcot and lot, have right to vote in the election 
of burgeſſes, to ſerve in parliament for this bo- 


2. That 


8 


2. That Richard Winwood, eſquire, is duly 
choſen a burgeſs, to ſerve in this parliament for this 
borough. 
3. That Samuel Starkey, eſquire, is duly elected a 
burgeſs, to ſerve i in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

Which three reſolutions being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe : and the return ordered 
to be amended ; and the mayor to attend, and amend 
the ſame. 

A petition having been lodged with the com- 
mittee of privileges and elections, according 
to the order of the houſe, by Charles Adder- 
ly, eſquire, againſt the right honourable Henry 
Powle, eſquire, touching the election for this 
borough; alſo another petition of Sir Algernoon 
May, - againſt the election of Sir Chriſtopher 
Wren— 

May 2, 1689, Colonel Birch reported from the 
ſaid committee, that upon the requeſt of Sir Alger- 

noon May, the committee did not proceed on his 
petition, before the right of election was ſettled. 

That the queſtion between Mr. Adderly and Mr. 
Powle appeared to be, whether the right of election 
was in the mayor, bailiffs, and ſelect number of 
burgeſſes z Or in the inhabitants of the ſaid borough, 
paying ſcot and lot ? 

And it was agreed, that if the election was in 
the former, Mr. Powle was duly elected; and if in 
the latter, the petitioner. 

For the petitioner it was inſiſted, this borough 
was a borough by preſcription ; and produced the 
returns of burgeſſes, 30 Ed. I. 7, 15 Ed. II. 4 Ed. 
III. and indenture 29 Hen. VI. — Major, et commu- 
nitas burgen/tum, elegerunt, ſub figillo communi omnium 
et ſingulorum burgenſium et communitatis. 
39 Hen. VI. Major, ballivi, et tota communitas, ele- 
gerunt. Dat. ſub figillo officii majoratus. 

Q.84.VI. 7 Ed. IV. Major, ballivi, et comburgenſes, elege- 
runt ſub figillo communi. 

1 Mar. Major, burgenſes, et communitas elegerunt, 
ſub figillo communi, in Gilda Aula. 

2 3 Ph. et Mar. Major, cum burgenſibus, et 
communitate, elegerunt, ſub figillo communi burgi pred. 
1 Eliz. Major, ballivi, burgenſes, et communitas, 
elegerunt, ſub ſigillo communi burgi pred. 
17 Car. I. Mayor, bailiff, and inhabitants, choſe 
under the common ſeal, and ſeal of inhabitants. 

Alſo k charter of incorporation, 5 Ed. I. Quod 
villa predifta de cætero fit liber burgus. Alſo 

6 Ed. IV. Whereby the mayor, bailiffs, and in- 
habitants, were incorporated by the name of mayor, 
bailiffs, and burgeſſes. — And 

1 Fac. I. Conſtituting a mayor, bailiff, aldermen, 
and common-council, not exceeding the number of 
30; eligend. ficut ex antiquo et temporibus retroactis. 
Copy of the journals 1640, (which ſee above.) 
Extracts of the journals 1679 and 1680, (which ſee 
likewiſe.) And called 

Mr. Taylor; who ſaid, he remembered the elec- 
tion of Hewit, 1 or 3 Car. when all the inhabitants 
came up to the croſs, and- choſe him : he was then 
a boy, and knows not. who made the return ; but 
ſaid, none were ſet_by, but thoſe who received alms. 

Mr. Herring ſaid, he was an inhabitant ; and 
that Mr. Powle declared, he would be choſen by 
the popularity : n to, being an 
inhabitant. 

For Mr. Powle it was inſiſted, that this borough 
was not a borough by preſcription: and inſiſted, all 
the records, produced by the petitioner, were evi- 
dence for Mr. Powle, they being under the common 
Paxx II. 
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ſeal, .and ſeveral dated in the Guildhall, the place 
for corporation- acts; and that the former reſolu- 
tions of the houſe were upon a miſtaken ground: 
and inſiſted, the borough was made fo by 5 Ed. I. 

That in that charter were direct words of cre- 
ating a borough, and making them a corporation 
as alſo a grant of ſending burgeſſes to parliament; 
by relative words, granting them all the rights of 
burgeſſes of other boroughs, 

That the indenture of return, 27 Hen. VI. was 
Major, et communitas burgen/ium, elegerunt, ſub fisillo 
communi omnium et ſingulorum burgenſium, et communi- 
tatis; which could be only meant of the corporation, 
as all the reſt of the returns, produced by the petiri- 
oner, were : and produced other indentures of returns ; 
viz. 

I, 2, 3 Car. I. Election by the mayor, bailifls, 
and burgeſſes, under the common ſeal : — And 
journal of the houſe, 6th July, 13 Car. II. when ir 
was reſolved, that the — of election was in the 
corporation. | 

Upon the whole, the commmittee reſolved, 

1. That the right of election of burgeſſes, to 
ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in the 
mayor, bailiffs, and ſelect number of burgeſſes, 
only. 

2. That Henry Powle, eſquire, is duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this . l for this 
borough. 

The ſaid two reſolutions being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe. 

14th. Colonel Birch reported from the ſaid com- 
mittee, upon petition of Sir Algernoon May, the 
matter touching the election of Sir Chriſtopher 


Wren— 

T hat the queſtion was, whether the petitioner, or 
Sir Chriſtopher Wren, were duly. elected: and the 
queſtion was grounded on this fact : 

That the right of election being in the ſele& . 7 
number, it appeared, that Sir Algernoon May had 
12 voices, without the mayor; and Sir Chriſtopher 


Wren had 12, with the mayor : 


Whereupon the committee reſolved, 

1. That Sir Chriftopher Wren is not duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

2. That Sir 3 May is not duly elected 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 

3. That the election of Sir Chriſtopher Wren, 
to be one of the burgeſſes, to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent parliament for this borough, is a void elec- 
tion. 

The ſaid three reſolutions being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe : and a warrant for a new 
writ, was ordered to be iſſued. 

March 24. A petition of Sir Charles Porter, 
knight, and William Adderly, eſquire, was read; 
ſhewing, that they were duly elected burgeſſes for 
this borough, by the majority of legal electors, and 
a return demanded from the mayor, of ſuch their 
election; but that notwithſtanding, the ſaid mayor 
hath taken upon him unduly to return Baptiſt May, 
eſquire, and Sir Chriſtopher Wren : and praying 
r 
A petition of the inhabitants of this borough was 
read; ſhewing, that a precept being directed to the 
mayor and borough of this town ; and-a- day being 
appointed for the election of burgeſſes ; the petition- 
ers, being the general burgeſſes and inhabitants, ap- 
peared at the market · croſs; and duly elected Sir 
Charles Porter, and William Adderly, eſquire, for 

4 their 
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notenthitanding, the mayor _ 
unduly to retura N May, 


1 


And indentures of return — 25, 27, 29 and 39 
Hen. VI. (which fee before :) alſo 75 Ed. IV. 1 Mar. 
2 and 3 Ph. and Mar. 1 Eliz. and 16 Car. (which 


fe before) 17 Car L particular burgefies and in- 
with divers other bur- 


Mr. Taylor and Mr. Eyre; who faid, they had 
known many elections; and that the commonalry 
had a right, and conſtantly elected burgefies for this 


For the fitting-members, they produced copy of 
the charter 5 Ed. LI guod ville de Nova Windfer de 
cetero liber burgus fit. Alo returns x7 Ed. IV. 
1 Ed. VI. 14, 26, 28 and go ER. (which fee be- 
fore :) and the reſolutions 13 Car. IL 2 May 1689. 

Sir Algernoon May's caſe (fee before.) 

Upon the whole, the meer refolved, 

1. That the right of election of burgefſes, w 


F - Reo 


mayor, bailiffs, and 
only. 


ſelect number of burgefles, 


March 26, 1715. A petition of Sir Henry Aſburſt, 
baronet, and Samuel Travers, eſquie, was read ; 
ſhewing, that at the clettion of members for this 
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14th. Mr. Hampden reported: the matter of the 
| aid cleftion, as follows : 

That the right of election was agreed to be in 
the inhabitants of the borough, paying ſcot and 
lot. The poll was, 

For Mr. Wren 

For Mr. Gayer 

For Sir Henry Aſhurſt 
For Mr. Travers 


141. 
137. 
136. 
133. 


The petitioners counſel objected to 23 of the fie- 
ting-members voters ; 5 as no inhabitants of the 


| That it appears to the committee, by the evi- 
dence of Clark and James Poole, and 
by certificates produced by them, that 7 perſons, 
viz. Charles Sandys, Thomas Frazier, Stan- 
den, Michael Cook, Thomas Carter, John Wyat, 
and John Benning, were no inhabitants of the bo- 
rough, but lived there by certificates only. 

Thar to 5 objeted to by the petitioners counſel, 
as not being inhabitants, were, Peter Stiles, Arnold 
— 1 Dr. Dawſon, John Bender, and Thomas 


8 tees Gl et 

Chriſtopher Clark ; who faid, Stiles lives at Sy- 
denham, in the pariſh of Burnham ; but has a malt- 
houſe in this borough, and a lirtle houſe belonging 
to it; and is rated to the church and poor. 

That Arnold Allen lives at Uxbridge, his dwell- 
ing-houſe is there ; but has a houſe and ſervants at 
Windfor, and is rated to church and poor. 

Thar Dr. Davidſon is rated ſince the election, but 
was not before. 

That James Grape ſaid, that Mr. John Bender in 
1714, appealed to the juſtices to be diſcharged from 
paying the rate, becauſe of his poverty ; and producel 
an order of the laſt ſeſſion, ** that John Bender and 
Hercules Hill be diſcharged from paying to the 
poor, in reſpect of their poverty.” Fe ſaid, that 
Bender is charged in the poor-books, but not 
marked as paid: and ſome time before the election, 
„ Bender came to the town-hall, and defired to be 
excuſed from paying the window-rate, by reaſon of 
his poverty. 

Thomas Maſon produced the books for the poor- 
rates for 2713; none of which are paid by Bender, 
becauſe he pleaded poverty 

l 
Bender voluntarily paid the rates made ſince May 
ft; but not any arrears for former years. 

That it appeared to the committee, by the evi- 
dence of Mr. William Sutton, collector of the 
land-tax, that Mir. Elford declared to him, that he 
commenced an inhabitant on St. Thomas's day laſt 
and refuſed to pay the land- tax due before that 
time. 

That the petitioners counſel proceeded to add to 
their poll Thomas Winwood ; and called 
_ Richard Hope; who ſaid, that Winwood has a 
tenement within the for which he is rated : 
that he lies ſametimes there, and ſometimes at his 
facher's, who lives in the borough : that he offered 
to vote for the petitioners, but was refuſed. 

Crockford and Brown were objected to for receiv- 
ing charity; and Mr. Clark faid, that not long be- 
fore the election, each of them received Mr. 
Reever charity, which is a twelvepenny loaf, dil- 
tribal to poor people. 

The primers counſel proceeds prove be 
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bery and indirect practices on the behalf of the fic 
nr, | 


Mrs. Lyford and others faid, that James Brown 
and Mr. Newton, and feveral others, mr a 
mob in the town, and inſulted the permamens as 
they were making their intereſt ; and they m - 
hended that miſchief would have enſurd, kad nar the 
conſtables hindered it. 

Mrs. Lyford alſo faid, that colond Floger wil 
her, he would ruin her huſband, it coft hm zcol. 
if he did not vote for Mr. Gayer. 

William Cock faid, that Dr. Brown of the Caf, 
by the Duke of Northumberland's dice, A refuſed 
his vote for the fitting-members ; and fad, the 
reap ak. expd>+ if he did mot wr fir 
thoſe : and four days before the clectinm. 


Mr. Mildmay and Mr. Fafhnon, the Dukes r- 
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him, he always defigned to vote for Sir Hemy 
Aſhurſt ; but at Chriſtmas told him, that he be- 
lieved he could not ferve him, becauſe the Dube af 
ne 
guards; and if his Grace laid an di 

him, he could not vote fo; 6 
ſitting- members. 

Henry Aſon faid, that the Duke of Northumiben- 
land is ſteward of Windfor : that at the chem, 
Derne 
Grace did not ſay or do any thing. 

That the fitting-members count dhe, wha 
certificate-men have always voted at clectiam im 
this borough, and have a right ſo to da. 

To fupport the certificate-men objeficd un. d 
called 

Brownlowe ; who ſaid, Sandys rents 10 l. yearly 

of Mr. Topham's eſtate. 
Mr. Topham ſaid, this eſtate conſiſts of tw 
{mall gardens, which are his, and are let at 5 I. nos. 
yearly to widow Pocock, on a leafe for ane and! 
twenty years. 

Thomas Brownlowe ſaid, that Thomas Came 
ſerved the office of rythingman in this tuwn laft year. 


That Thomas Winwood has ho houſe ; is charg- 
ed for a barn, and pays the rate. 

The petitioners counſel admitted, that Crockford 
and Bruwn, who received Reeves“ charity, paid 
for and lot; and that John Man and John Deigh- 
wm, who voted for the petitioners, are certificate- 
men. 

To add John French to the ſitting - members poll; 

Burk faid, French has a lodging- room over his 
hap, for which he is rated; and he never knew he 
had a bed there: that he offered to vote for the 
ES and was refuſed ; that he had been 


former elections. 
Mr. Kieſley faid, that cerrificate-men always 
vated at this borough without objection, and did 
fo ar this election: that this houſe belongs to the 


thirteem poor knights of Windſor, of the royal 
foundation, who have covenanted to repair it: that 


it Ras bern repaired by the Crown; and being very 
muck out of repair, he applied to the Lords of the 
Treaſury, who ſeemed to conſent to it, by ordering 
an eſfimate to be laid before them; and that he has 
advanced money for the repairs, expecting to be 
repaid it. | 

Then the petitioners counſel objected to four of 
the ſitring members voters, as not being inhabitants; 
viz. Joſeph Huddle, Laurence Sexton, Francis 
Thompſon, and Abraham Jagger; and called 

Brownlowe ; who faid, Mr. Huddle and Mr. 
Sexton follow the court; have houſes in this bo- 


rough ;; xe there ſometimes ; and are all rated to 


the: poor. 
Goldfmich faid, Jagger lives in Datchet-lane, 
within the ; has an houſe and malthouſe at 


Windſor, where he Hives ſometimes ; but is chiefly 
at his mother's at Eaton, and lets one half of his 
houfe. 

Then the ſitting- members counſel proceeded to 
gee acrount of and corrupt practices on 
befralf of the petitioners; and called 

William Sherwood; who faid, he belongs to 
Windfor-caftle; and that captain Potts, the deputy- 
zaxernor, threarned him that he ſhould be broke, 
and! his wife turned out from being miſtreſs of the 
charity-fchool, if he did not vote for the petition- 
ers : and Mr. Brett, the Duke of Kent's ſteward, 
deſired! his vote for the petitioners ; and ſaid, he 
was neither the King's friend, nor the government's, 
f he did not vote for them; but owned he did 
warez in the election: that he is not broke; and there 
ave four governors of the charity-ſchool. 

George Bryers faid, that Mr. Sexton told him, 


be came down about the election; and ſaid, he 


believed! the petitioners were gentlemen well pleaſing 
w the King; and that he was ſent down by ſome of 
we beſt quality to make intereſt for them. 
Thomas Joy faid, that being aſked the day be- 
fane the: election by Mr. Sexton, Mr. Rutter, and 
NM. Curtis, and the Duke of Kent's ſecretary, to vote 
for the petitioners, he told them, he had promiſed 
um be for Mr. Wren and Mr. Gayer; upon which, 
whey replied), that if he was the King's friend, he 
cmpzfit ww vote for the petitioners : that it was the 
King's deſire they ſhould chooſe the petitioners. 


friend, he would vote for the petitioners. 

Holyday faid, one Burrell told him, he came 
from the Prince, who gave his ſervice to him, and 
drffned his vote for the petitioners; and faid, it 

be the means to get him a place at court: — 
ke vated! for the ſitting members. 
Joſeph 
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Thar Mr. Travers told him, if he was the King's 
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Joſeph Standen-ſaid, Mr. Winwood brought him 
four ſhillings and ſixpence; and faid, it was not 
Mr. Travers' money, but after owned it was : and 
ſome time after he met Mr. Travers, who told him, 
he hoped he had received the favour from Mr. 
Winwood: he voted, for the firting-members. 

That five pounds were offered him by Edward 
Evans and John Palmer; and Evans ſaid, if that 
would not do, he ſhould have more. 

John Alderidge faid, he faw Mr. Travers give 
five guineas to Robert White for his vote; and 
White voted for Sir Henry Aſhurſt and Mr. Wren. 

Robert Burk ſaid the aſked him his 
vote; and told him, it would be for his intereſt to 
ſerve them; and threatned to take away his mother's 
place of 40 1. yearly, if he did not. 

That Herd, the butcher, threatned to arreft him 
for a debt of two guineas, if he did not vote for 
the petitioners ; but if he did, he would give him a 
receipt in full : the moraing after the election he 
was arreſted. 

John Buckmaſter ſaid, that he was offered the 
making of buckſkin breeches for ſeveral families, at 
one guinea per pair, if he voted for the petitioners ; 
but if he did not, the making of the charity- 
breeches was to be taken from him : and he heard 
Mr. Sexton ſay, if the petitioners were not choſe, 
the King would not come to town. 

Mr. Peter Floyer ſaid, that Mr. Kent, the Duke 
of Kent's ſervant, has, by order of the Duke, taken 
from him the poſſeſſion of five pounds per me, 
without any notice: and Mr. Brett declared, he 
came down by the Duke's order, to do all the in- 
jury he could to the intereſt of the fitting-members, 
right or wrong : and that he heard, that the Duke 
of Northumberland made as much intereſt as the 
Duke of Kent; but he ſaid, the poſſeſſion taken 
from him, was held under a leaſe from the conſtable 
. determinable upon 

the change of that office ; and for rene wal thereof, 
there is actually paid two 

William Bowles ſaid, that Mr. Brett declared in 
the ſtreet, he had orders from the Duke of Kent 
to do all the injury he could to the ſitting-mem- 
bers 


Abraham Goldſmith faid, Sir Henry Aſhurſt's 
coachman offered him a guinea ; and faid, he would 
make it 501. in half an hour's time, if he would 
vote for the petitioners : —he voted for the fitting- 
members. | 

George Sewel ſaid, that about two days before the 
election, John Sharp told him, he had a promiſe 
from the petitioners ro pay ſome he owed ; 


and that they had offered him 10 I. for his vote. 
Upon the whole, the committee reſolved, 
8; That Chriſtopher Wren, eſquire, is not duly 


2. That George Gayer, Ma nd 
a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 
borough. 

. A En. A 


ed a burgeſs, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this borough. 


4. That Samuel Travers, eſquire, is duly elected 
2 to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
bo 
The ſaid en ne 
unto by the houſe. 
N e A4 oy EY F 17 14. Ae. 
171. 23. 41144 722 


NEW WOODSTOCK. 
| HIS borough is fituate within the county of 


Oxford : and, as Doctor Willis writes, returned Willis, 


burgeſſes to parliament in the goth and 33d of Ed- 
ward the firſt ; but Mr. Prynne takes no notice of 
any returns for it ; nor do I find the names of 

burgeſſes returned for it before the firſt of Queen 


1749. 41. 


Mary, when the Doctor writes it returned ; and alſo n 


to the two next and then intermitred 
until the 1 3th of Queen Elizabeth, when its right of 
returning was enquired into : of which, and other 


memoirs relating to the election, I find in the jour 


nals theſe 


April 6, 1371. Mr. Treaſurer, Mr. ſerjeant 


Manwood, and others, were ordered to confer with 
the A 


about the return for this and other boroughs. 
gth. Report made of the validity of burgeſſes; 


and ordered, by Mr. Attorney's conſent, they ſhall 
remain to their returns ; for that the vali- 


dity of the charter of the town is to be examin- 
ed elſewhere, if cauſe be. (See Cirenceſter.) 
March 3, 1713. A petition of Sir Thomas Se- 


„„ and by im- 
refuſing the votes of ſeveral for the petitioners, who 
had a right to vote, have procured themſelves to be 
returned ; in wrong of the- petitioners, and rights 
and privileges of the houſe: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be heard at the bar, on Tueſday 
next come ſevennight. 

March z6th. The order of the day being read, 
for hearing of this election; the counſel on both 
ſides were called in, and the petition read; and they 
borough. 

And the petitioners counſel inſiſting, the right 
was in the mayor, aldermen, common-council, and 
as within the ſaid 

And the counſel for the fitting-members inſiſting, 
it was only in the freemen, reſidents and inhabitants 
of the ſaid borough, 

Several witneſſes were examined on the 
part, and alſo on the firting-members ; and the in- 
read: the counſel on boch ſides were 


withdrew. 


Reſolved, that the right of election of members 
to ſerve in parliament for this borough, is in the 
mayor, aldermen, and freemen of the ſaid borough. 
Speaker acquainted them therewith. . ' 

And the counſel on both fides examined ſeveral 
witneſſes; and were heard, and withdrew. 
Reſolved, that Sir Thomas Wheat, baroner, is 


D'Ewes 
Journal, 


ttorney-general and Mr. Solicitor-general, . 36. 


a 
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burgeks, — 730 "Bur it was never heard, — 


duly elected 

Reſolved, chat — ® nor 
duly elected a burgrfs, 'ieree in this gockean yore 
Hament for this borough. 

Reſalved, that Sir Thomas Schright is nor duly 
. eontoin this yori peifflumens 


_ Refolved, chat the late election for the faxd bo- 
rough, is-a/ void cleftion. 

March 30. 1717. Ordered 2 warrant for 2 new 
writ, for electing a burgrfs for this borough, in the 
— ><: 
keeper of the ordnance. 

March 21, 1719. n 2 new 
writ, for elefting; a 2 burgeſs for this borough, in the 
room of Wilkam Clayton, c{quire, made a Lord of 
the Treaſury... 
Nov. 10, 1721. 


A petition of Sir Thomas 
Wi „ ba was read ; ſhewing tr © S + * 
. Ordered it be referred to che commune of pri- 
vileges and elections, to cxamine and report the 
Dec. 5. Ordered leave be given to withdraw u. 


| WOWCTESTER 


remanent, . preditis, fagills fas alter- 
main appoſucrant, et alteri parti cjuſdem N vic. 
per deputatum fuxrh pra verſus prefates ballroes 
was fmall ; but it doth not fer our who they were ; 
viz. whether members of the corporation, or free- 
men. But the more modern memos in the jour- 
nals (which here follow) have fixed the right of 
election in the manner it now is, from which my 
reader wilt make his own determinations. 

- March 24, 1680. A petition of Thomas Hams, 
chquire, working the cation for this cx, was 


a — the merits of the faid petition be 
heard at the bar of the houſe, upon the debaze, on 
Moaday fortnight. 


the mumber of cleftors 


tin of the parkament four ds atm. 


Dec. 23, 1692. A petivion cf John Oakley, 


ci, on behalf of themfetves, * who have right wt i 07; 


ck# members, to ferve in pere for che ud 
City, was read; ſhewing, that Szmw-i Swift, clquire, 
hath, by divers illegal praftcrs, obtained 2 return 
from the ſheriff, 2s if he was duly chen a member 
to ferve for the faid cy; which in turh, be U not; 
and therefore the ſaid prafic= are uwnjuft, and co 
trary to the petitioacrs : md pracing &c. 
Ordered, that the r n of the (aid peti- 
non be referred to the commmree of priviieges and 
elections, and to report the mmer, with their opinion. 
A petition of Charks Cocks. efquir=, rad; 
ſhewing, that upon the qch dzy of December 
ftant, the peritioner was duly chou 2 Criaen co 
ſerve in this preſent pariament for this cir ; bur 
one Samuel Swift, eure, 5 returned. in pocjudic= 
to the petitioner's rght - and praying & r. 
be referred to the o of privilezes 2nd elec-: 
tions, and to report the mares, wich their opinion. 
Feb. 3. . Ordered, that the port be made Ga 
Wedneſday next. 
e 


that all who had right of feed. by Firth oc 
ſervice, (which were the ras ways of being rer. 7) 
ſhould be | and froca befor the cb lnon 

20 were then free, and fron — 


was in the intereſt of Mr. Swift} vent away, and 
would not admit or fwear any of them ; by rata 
3 whereof nothing could de done : but the alder- 
men promiſed to admit them Ar the clettivn, and 
did fo. 

Bearcroft faid the fame ; 22S added, har abour 
100 came to be fo admired art faorn, but were re- 
fuſed : and theſe offered at the chen h vor for the 
petirioner, and were rciufed ; and the door faur 
againſt chem. 

ad mote — = were denied to 
poll, being 103, and proved them offermg to pol; 
Haynes kept the key. 
refuſed to poll them ; whereupon == perumnet in- 
filled, their names might be creed, t e why. 
and how many, they were; bur it: wa no ator 
ted : tha the poll ended on the Sth of December 2 
2 &clock ; and the riffs officers rook awry 2!) rac 
books, as well thoſe the candadaerts apenes hat rc. 
as thoſe of his own officers; and did nor ten ken 


the candidates pur ther feats to them, as Dom hat 
Uu nu Kras 


- 


1 
. 
: 
. 
| 


always done before; and refuſed to adjourn the poll 
till the next day, as the petitioner deſired : that four 
Quakers, coming to poll for the petitioner, were 


refuſed, becauſe they would not ſwear, though they 
produced the copies of their freedom, and though 
. ane IRING. "1 


ſitting· member. 
Tayler ſaid, that James Tayler, his father, com- 
ing to poll for -the petitioner, being infirm, was 


forced away by ſome of the W e ©7136 


and hindred from polling at all. 
Smith, faid the ſame. 
Pretty faid, beads wes thratb e best 


ill- treated, though TEA ATE CAFES poll for 


the petitioner. 

Smith alſo ſaid, hat Drow nde us be pale for 

the petitioner; and after, being told he was pol led, 
he went away, but is not in the poll. r 
the ſame of two others. (1 
| pr Ä 
ed, that 26 of the voters for the ſitting- member had 
been relieved, or reg dee x g ir A 
alms-houſe. 
It was objected, ane 
had received bread : n 
of the pariſh, and had it as « perquiſite to his office:; 
——— — D 
the ſame, and were not excepted to. 

Andrews bid bm 9 fader bad coats f e 


warden of the clothiers company, by order of the 


ſitting· member, who paid for the ſame, and voted 
for him; and he never gave coats before. 

Pomfrey faid, Cuerton-had promiſed Mr. Cocks ; 
r n 
againſt him 


The fame was proved of John Morgan by kill 
and Smith. 
Woodward faid, Mr. Swift's nl 


40 ſhillings for himſelf, and the like ſum for any 


others, who would leave the petitioner, and vote for 
the ſitting member though he did not know of 
any money given: that he was abuſed, and his win- 
dows broken, and his man beaten, _— 
tumult in the ſtreet. of 
| Yardner ſaid, he was kept down ſtairs by abe 
conſtable at the polling- place: and alderman Haynes 
aſking him who he polled for? he anſwered, for the 
petitioner : Haynes thereupon ſtruck him in the 
breaſt, and aſked him again the ſame queſtion, to 
which he giving the ſame anfwer, Haynes ſtruck him 
again; and when he had polled, ſhook him; and-ſaid, 
he deſired to ſee his face, that he might know him. 

Breynton ſaid, that coming to poll for Mr. Cocks, 
he was thruſt, and knocked down ; and after he was 
polled, Alderman Haynes told him, he was a for- 
ſworn rogue; and pulled him by the hair, and drag+ 
ged him all along the Tolſey, m 
down ſtairs. 

Captain Slater, a captain of the maine bande of 
the city, coming to aſſiſt the petitioner, was abuſed 
by the conſtablenand.mob in the Tolſey and ſtremts 3 
and ſaid, he ſaw 40 freemen denied admittante: to 
the poll one morning, and n 
would have voted ſor Mr. Coca. 

For the fitting member was valled Ame 
Haynes; who faid, that Mr. Swift was invited to he 
a candidate to oppoſe Mr. Lechmere, but refuſed ãt 
at firſt; and afterwards accepted: ĩt, and Mr. Lech» 
mere deſiſted: that then the petitioner promiſed to 
be for Mr. Swift, but afterwards flood himſelf: 
that the mayor was at firſt for Mr. Swift, but after- 


s 
1 "TEE 
: 3 — 4 
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wards for the petitionet that the petiticbet® had, 


vorers. 


agreed, not to make any freeman, though aliromade! 


Jet into'the Talſey — palt 3 and all free- 


men ſhould have votes, except thoſe who had weekly: 


or monthly penſions ; and they examined the voters 
to this, on oath, when they polled, hich was the 


poll by twenties, which was done, till the petitioner 
had but 15; and that after the petitioner polled fo 
many, that Mr. Swift had 107 majority; whereupon 
the petitioner declared, he could not retrieve it, 
and would put the ſiting · member to no further 
charge; and three proclamations were made in the 
hall and in the ſtreet, and the books cloſed, and the 
ſcrutiny adjourned till Tueſday : that he and the 
conſtable were abuſed in the ſtreet by ſome young 
men, who declared for the petitioner, but-were no 
freemen ;_ though he owned: they had right to be fo, 
and were uſed to be admitted at all other elections: 
that he carried captain Slater out of the crowd, who 
declared, he had had his brains knocked out, had 
it not been for him : that there were more than 103 


who had right to their freedom: that they were in 


all 270 and more; but could not fay, whether they 
demanded their freedom before the election: that 
130, who were not made. free, ſubſcribed for the 
ſicting-member ; but owned, .they weres not: at. the 
eleftion, or demanded a poll. 

Hunt faid, he took the poll- books, and they were 
only ſealed by the ſheriff, and he gave them to al- 
derman Haynes : that the made no other 
exception, than that the ſuting-· member was ſheriff of 
the county, and ſo could not be returned a citizen: 
that the candidates the bread-men ſhould 
— 7 
worn. 

Shewyn —(— 2 
men; and that the election was fairly carried. - - 

- Gibbs ſaid, that 188, who had right of freedom, 
would have voted for the fitting-member, and ſome 
of them demanded it the day the poll was cloſed , 
F 8 
polled. 21 Nen 
| danch ad, there. nee 022: who: had right t> 
be free, and would have voted for Mr. Swift ; and 
ſame of them came on the day of election. 

Jones ſaid the ſame of 158.3 bus could not f. 
they demanded: to poll. l 

Hart gave in a liſt of them; i they ee 
freemen, and would have been for the fitting» 
member ; but could mo yy ny ———— 
tion. 

P 
re 
and would not have it known to be on his account: 
that he did not know he ever gave any before, but 
F 
yours lines, 8100 

e ieee 8 
aoy dus 6 . ——— 
RR 
work, if nr 
he did, he was to have 2 ſhillings » | 

In anſwer to ſome of theſe witneſſes ; Collins ſaid, 
e was fo far 


and the petitioner 
| g, 76hbafed 


ms we 
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| fouPplay-in-it; and never made any ag thac 


no mare freemen ſhould be admitted; and demand» 


ed a ſcrutiny, which was denied him. 
Milward fad, Gibbs owned, char he had a pack of 
wool, and money, for acting for Mr. Swift. 
Upon the whole, the committee reſobved, 
1. That Samuel Swift, eſquire, is not duly elect- 
. Ir 5 for 
GIL) 
2. That Charles Cocks, in Ace 
citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for this 


c ‚ - 

The ſaid two reſolutions being twice read, were 
agreed unto by the houſe : and the return was or- 
dered to be amended. | 

Der. , 1710. Ae e n Pearkes, 
alderman and citizen of this city, was read; ſhew- 
ing, that the petitioner, with Samuel Swift, and 
Thomas Wylde; eſquires, were candidates at the 
laſt election of members, to ſerve in parliament for 
this city, which commenced on the r7th of October 
1710, and ended on the 21ſt; and after the poll 
was cloſed, the court, by conſent of all parties, ad- 
journed for three days, in order for a ſcrutiny : that 
when the court was re-afſembled, the ſheriff refuſed 
the ſame ; and declared, he would return by the 
majority, as the poll then was: and that during the 
time of the poll, the ſheriff ſhewed great partiality, 
and adjourned the poll againſt the conſent of the 
petitioner, when he had ſeveral perſons in court 
ready to pcll for him; and that he admitted perſons 
receiving alms, apprentices, quakers, and others, 
who refuſed to affirm the abjuration-oath, to vote 
for Mr. Wylde ; by which means, and by bribery, 
and other indirect Mr. Wylde obtained a 
majority on the poll, and procured himſelf to be 
xxturned : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 

and elections, to examine the matter, and 
ern with their opinion 

April 26, 1711. Ordered, that Mr. Pearkes have 
leave w withdraw his petition. 

March 31, 1715. A petition of Richard Lock- 

wood, eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that at the elec- 
tion for this city, the petitioner, Thomas Wylde, 
and Emanuel Swift, eſquires, were candidates: that 
the ſaid Mr. Swift, together with Thomas Yardley, 
ſheriff of this city, and his agents, by notorious 
bribery; &c. procured votes for the ſaid Mr. Swift, 
who would have voted for the petitioner ; and the 
ſaid ſheriff refuſed to poll ſeveral perſons for the 
who were duly qualified; and polled ſeve- 
ral other perſons for the faid Mr. Swift, who had 
no right : and that the petitioner demanded a ſcru- 
tiny, but he was refuſed the ſame : notwithſtanding 
theſe practices, the petitioner had a legal majority 
of the ſaid Mr. Swift, and ought to have been re- 
turned; and that the ſaid Mr. Swift is not qualified: 
and praying &c. _ 

Ordered it be referred- to the committee of pri- 
vileges and elections, to examine 2 matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opigio | 

Sept. 16. Ordered a warrant for a new writ, for 
electing a citizen, to repreſent this city in this pre- 
ſent parliament, in the room of Thomas Wylde, 
eſquire, made a commiſſioner of the revenue in 
Pu 5 | 


WORCESTERSHIRE. 


T11s county is upon the extream parts of the 
1 kingdom towards Wales. It has, I apprehend, 


returned knights of the ſhire, from the 22d of Ed- 


ward the firſt. In the 29th of Henry the ſixth, IA F. R. 
find a particular return to the writ for election, aa + 


follows :— Nu breve fic indorſatum et in omnibus ex- 
ecutum deliberatum fuit michi Jobanni Brem per Tho- 
mam Huggeford, predeceſſorem meum. After this I 
meet with no other memoirs, until after the Refor- 


... reverts om 


nals. 

Jan. 4, 1640 Ordered, that both the petitions 
concerning Sir Thomas Littleton, the ſheriff of this 
county, and Sir: William Ruſſell, now with the 
committee of privileges, be referred to the com- 
mittee for Sir Lewis Dives his petition. 

Jan. 3, 1701. A petition of William Walſh, eſ- 
quire, was read; ſhewing, the petitioner was one 
of the candidates for knights of the ſhire for this 
county at the late election, where he had a majority 
of legal voters; but Sir John Packington, by giv- 
ing money and entertainments to voters, and other 
undue practices, procured himſelf to be returned, in 
prejudice of the petitioner : and that the ſheriff 
was guilty of ſeveral irregular practices; for that on 
caſting up the poll, the ſaid Sir John appeared to 
have but a ſmall majority of the petitioner ; yet the 
ſheriff denied a ſcrutiny : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 

Nov. 2, 1702. A complaint being made to the 
houſe by Sir John Packington, againſt the Lord 
biſhop of Worceſter, and Mr. Lloyd, his fon, 
relating to the rights and privileges of the houſe of 


commons z 
Reſolved, that a day be appointed to take into 
conſideration the ſaid complaint, 


Ordered, that the ſame be taken into l 
tion upon Wedneſday, the 18th of November in- 
Nov. 18th. The houſe (according to the order of 
the day) proceeded to take into conſideration the 
complaint of Sir John Packington, the 2d inſtant, 
againſt the Lord biſhop of Worceſter, and Mr. 
Lloyd, his ſon, relating to the rights and privileges 
of the houſe of commons. And Sir John Pack. 
ington in his place acquainted the houſe, that he 
had reduced the matter of the ſaid complaint into 
ſeveral heads; which he read in his place, and are 
as follow. | 

1, That ſoon after the laſt parliament roſe, 'the 
biſhop of Worceſter took upon him to ſend to me, 
to deſiſt from ſtanding to be elected knight for that 
county ; and to threaten me, that if I would not 
defiſt, he ſhould think himſelf obliged to ſpeak 
againſt me to his clergy. 

2. He ſent ſome letters himſelf, and his ſecretary 
ſent others, to ſeveral of his clergy, with directions 
to make what intereſt they could againſt me in their 
ſeveral pariſhes; and where they could not prevail 
with ſuch who voted ſingly for me in the laſt elec- 
tion, to give a vote for one, or both the other can- 
didates, they ſhould deſire them to ſtay at home; 
and in order to this, his Lordſhip ſent them en 
of the poll of their reſpective 

3. He aſperſed me to his clergy, branding me 
and my anceſtors with ſeveral vices; and at his con- 
firmations and viſitations ſollicited his clergy to 


vote agai iſt me, repreſenting me as very unfit to 


ſerve in parliament ; and threatning them with his 

diſpleaſure, if they did not vote againſt me. 
4. He aſperſed me and my anceſtors to ſeveral 
of the laity, who were his tenants; and 22 
| them, 


| 


them, that if they would not vote againſt me, they 
ſhould never renew any eſtate under him; and that 
oeſſors ſhould not ſuffer them, nor their children, to 
5. Mr. Lloyd, the biſhop's fon, aſperſed me, and 
ſcandalous characters of me to ſeveral free- 
hoiders, whom he follicited to vote againſt me; and 
told them, I voted for bringing in a French govern- 
6. The biſhop's ſecretary aſperſed me to ſevenal 
frecholders in the like manner; repreſenting me as 
unke to ſit in the houſe, threatning them with the 
biſhop's diſpleaſure ; and faid, they might as well 
vote for the Prince of Wales, as for me. 
After which, the witneſſes to the reſpective heads 
were ſeverally called in, and examined at che bar 
thereunto ; viz. 4 972 % „ n 
he had a letter from the Lord Biſhop of Worceſter's 
ſecretary, Me. Evans, that the Lord biſhop would 
ſpeak with him ; that he went accordingly that night 


to wait upon his Lordſhip ; and upon his attending he 


his Lordſhip, his Lordſhip told him, that he took it 


Mr. Charles Stephens, rectot of Hampton-Lovet, 
beiag examined, ſaith, chat on the goth of June laſt, 
he received a letter from'the Lotd biſhop of Wor- 
oeſter, under his on hand, to attend him at Wor- 
ceſter before his Lordſhip went his viſitation : this 
examinant attended his Lordſhip accordingly, who 
deſired this examinant to deliver: a meſſage to Sir 
John Packington, to deſiſt from ſtanding for one of 
the knights of the ſhire : this was in the 
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that be had ſcen anocher, being a pretended er, 


to come within his 


, 


which was ſent him in a blank cafe from 
he knows not from-whom; and that he never diſperſ- 
ed any, bang always cautious in fuch maners: being 
aſked, if that cover was franked with Sir Joha Pack- 
ington's name, he ſaid, it was not. This examinane 
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Mr. Evans told him, my Lord expectru be ſhould 
vote for Mr. Bromley and Mr. Walſh : this cxami- 
nant told him, that he was engaged. for he had pro- 
miſed Sir John Packington: chat che told 
him in great anger, that then he muſt not expet 
Lordſhip's door any more. 
He ſays, that he is a recciver of ſome of the biſhop's 
rents, and that he voted only for Sir John Pack- 


Being aſked a queſtion which related to the faid 
had with him alone, the examinant faid, he was 
receiver. of the biſhop's rents; and that he deſired 
the judgment of the houſe, whether it was fic for him 
to relate that, and then withdrew. And the houſe 
<id not think ft to cxamine him to that point, bur 
called him in to other mattem. | 7 . 

Mr. Thomas Welleas, curate of Alfrick and 
Lulfly, being called in and examined about à letter 
ſeat to him by Mr. Evans, the biſhop's ſecretary, 


Mr. Wellens and the aſoreſaid Mr. Cheadle proved 


it to be Mr. Francis Evans, the biſhop's ſecrerary's 
hand. The letter was read, and is as follomech. 


ALFRICK 
P. John Gillkm P. 
„ Richard Kendrick P. 
Walter Meek 2 
* Samuel Merks P. 


Thomas Smich P. 
Francis 


* 


De County of WoRCESTER. 


Francis Skinner P. Samuel Smith B. W. 


Richard Portman P. B. NINE W. 
| Richard Markham P. W. 


LULSLEY. 
Edmund Kinnerd 3 


« Mr. Wellens, Worceſter, 30 June, 1702. 


* My Lord finds that the freeholders at Alfrick. 


* and Lalfley voted as above, the laſt election, 12 
« of them fingly for Sir John Packingron. His 
** Lordſhip does not think him a fit perſon to repre- 
< ſent the county in parliament, for many reaſons ; 
* and therefore deſires you will uſe all the intereſt 
« you have in the gentlemen above, to vote for 
« Mr. Bromley and Mr. Walſh ; and in caſe they 
« are ſtill engaged for Sir John P. if they do 
vote, defire them to give a ſecond vote either 
for Mr. Bromley or for Mr. Walſh, or rather to 
* ftay at home, and fo not vote at all: whatever 
* ſervice you can do in this affair, will be very 
* kindly taken by his Lordſhip. If there be any 
* other frecholders that did not vote at the laſt 
election, his Lordſhip defires you will endeavour 
to prevail with them to vote for Mr. Bromley and 
5 I am, 


% Your friend and ſervant, 
FRA. Evans.” 


To the Rev. Mr. Wellens, Curate of Alfrick 
| and Lulſley. 


The ſaid Mr. Wellens being farther examined, 
faith, chat ſome time after, he met Mr. Evans at 
Worceſter 


5 


from the Lord biſhop of Worceſter, by one Taylor, 
an apparitor; and the letter being ſhewed him, he 
owned it to be the ſame letter, ſigned by his Lord- 
ſhip's own hand. He faith, that he ſhewed the 
letter to Mr. Hodge, as the biſhop deſired him in 


the ſaid letter. The letter was read, and is as fol- 


lows ; viz. 


«SIR, on Hartlebury, July 29, 1702. 


I think I have more reaſon to hope for ſome- 
thing of conſideration from you, than from moſt 
* others of the clergy of this dioceſe, and ſome- 
* thing ti more from the Sochonters in your pa- 

* riſh, than in moſt other parts of the county; and 
* chenfere | thought'] kad reaioa to take it ill of 

your neighbours, that they ſhould give their votes 
M as they did, for the chooſing of Sir J. Packing- 
ton to be knight of the ſhire ; when, in order to 
chat very election, he had publiſhed two libels, 
« full of horrible lies, againſt myſelf, and ſeveral 
< others of the biſhops, that had never given him 
the leaft provocation. This grieved me much; 
but yet 1 had wherewith to comfort myſelf, in 
& believing that thoſe libels might not have come 
< to their knowledge; though as I ſince underſtand, 
great care was taken by Sir John's agents to 
« publiſh them all over your neighbourhood. But 
* now fince, I underſtand there is a third libel 
* come abroad, which is written againſt me in par- 
. « ricular. The declared cauſe of it is not only my op- 
PazT IL 


«« poſing Sir J. P.'s election, which, after my com- 
ing into the country, and finding his libels pub- 
liſhed among my tenants by his ſervants, I ſent 
him word I thought myſelf obliged to do, unleſs 
he would be pleaſed to deſiſt from ſtanding, as 
I earneſtly deſired him to do more than Once z 
but this author hath found, that I was the writer 
of a printed half ſheet, called, The Character of 
* a Churchman ; and that this was written againſt 
Sir J. P. for hindering his election; and for this 
he ſcourges me moſt unmercifully, with ſuch a 
tongue as St. James deſcribes. For that Chara#er 
ef a Churchman, I do declare to you in the pre- 
ſence of God, that I neither writ it, nor know the 
author of it ; bur I certainly know, that Sir J. P. 
is not once mentioned in it, nor had I at the time 
when that was printed, any breach with Sir J. P. 
nor occaſion to do this with reſpect to the elec- 
tion; for it was printed before I came to London, 
and that was before the diſſolution of the former 
parliament, which, if I had foreſeen, I had cer- 
tainly ſtaid longer in the country. After all this, 
it is true that I ſent a great number of thoſe half 
ſheers into the country, as I did of ſuch other 
ſmall things, upon ſeveral accounts. They were 
ſent chiefly on account of our unhappy differences 
in convocation, and for promoting the moſt pious 
* deſigns of reformation. On this laſt account it 
was, that I ſent this Character of a Churchman, 
without making any reflection upon any particu- 
&« lar perſon. I did indeed know, that the devil 
would be mad at me for it, and now I have found 
the effects of his wrath : he hath ſet a ſon of 
his to write againſt me, which I thank God is 
<< the worſt he can do. This account I have given 
you of this third libel, in hopes it may have ſome 
effect upon you, and your neighbour Mr. Hodge, 
to whom I deſire you to ſhew what I have written. 
1 hope you will both of you conſider, whether 
any ſuch promiſe as that you have made to this 
gentleman, to make him your repreſentative in 
parliament, can oblige you to any thing elſe, but 
repentance of your having made ſuch a promiſe, 
and to bring forth fruits meet for repentance. 
For my part, I leave this upon your ſouls, de- 
«* firing you both to do in this matter, as you think 
you can beſt anſwer it to God at the great day ; 
which I doubt not you believe, and expect as 
« well as I. I pray God direct you. I am, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
<c 
«c 


cc 


„ Your faithful friend and dioceſan, 


* „W. Woncxs rk.“ 


The encloſed is a liſt of the voters from F ladbury 


at the laſt election. I pray God direct them this 
time to vote better, or ſtay away. 


FL AD B UR. 


P. John Smith P 
P. Arth. Gutteridge P. 
P. John Weaver P 


Henry Cocks 
John Knowles 
William Cole 


Thomas Weſton P. William Francis P. 
Richard Hilyard P. Cl. Perks P. 
Joſ. Ganderton P. John Hopkins P. 
John Bachelor P. M. William Weſton P. 
Thomas Day P. S. G. Jeffrey Hopkins P. 
H. M. Tho. Woodward P. M. Henry Gibbs P. 
James Benſon P. H. William Tomlins P. 
H. M. Tho. Sanders P. M. John Francis P. 
Edward Marſhal P. M. William Gibbs P. 
John Bluck P. Richard Tayler P., 
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Richard Tandy P. S. B. John Sale P. 
H. M. Arthur Charlet P. B. William Abry P. 
H. M. Richard Farr P. William Buſhell | of 


B. Thomas Barkes B. W. A. M. Robert Wright P. 


Thomas Hornblow P. Barth. Hopkins P. 
John Hopkins P. St. B. John Moor P. 
William Kings B. W. Richard Buſhell P. 
William Haywood B. John Bluck P. 
H. M. Joſ. Charlet P. B. Thomas Francis P. 


To the Rev. Mr. Pountney, Rector of Fladbury. 


This examinant being aſked about pamphlets, he 
ſaith, that The Character of a Churckman was brought 
to him by the church-wardens, who received it with 
the proclamation from the apparitor. 

Sir John Packington produced another letter, di- 
rected, To the Rev. Mr. Mugg, Rector of Inkberrow ; 
which Mr. Cheatle aforeſaid proves to be the Lord 
biſhop's hand. The ſaid letter from the biſhop was 
encloſed in a letter from Mr. Mugg to Sir John 
Packington, and delivered . by Mr. Mugg to Sir 
John Packington's ſervant, who delivered it to his 
The letters are as follow, viz. 


«S I R, 


] have here encloſed the biſhop of Worceſter's 
letter, which deterred me from coming to your 
© laſt election, againſt my own moſt earneſt incli- 
nation, to attend and it as formerly I 
« did; and refer to Mr. Apletree and other gen- 
<< tlemen to ſay, what influence it had more than 
„my ſingle vote, with reſpect to my age and longer 
<< reſidence in the county, than others of the clergy. 
<< But this biſhop has been ſo ſevere, in promoting 
nnd abetting unjuſt proſecutions againſt me, to my 
« vaſt damage and loſs of eſtate in other place. 


And fince his coming into this dioceſe, have I 


in particular, and give 


Nov. 1 5, 1702. 


«« juſt cauſe to complain of that want of diſcipline, 
„% which from his ſhould have been 


« exerted againſt lewdneſs in my pariſh ; which 1 


„ take worſe than his endeavours to de- 
<« prive me of my eſtate. I would lay the matters 
perſonal teſtimony in ſeve- 
<« ral inſtances, if I may be permitted a further day. 
. But Thurſday next muſt attend a commiſſion 
then held at Nottingham: afterwards, as I have 


<< intimation, all excuſes and delays fer aſide, ſhall be 
<< ready to appear, not only to ferve you in this 


<* cauſe, but for neceſſary vindicating the right of 
© the commons, and that of the ſubject 
<« that is infringed by ſuch means and methods, as 


* I know this biſhop has uſed. „I am, Sir, 
<« Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


Hz. Mvccs, 


« Vicar of Inkborough.” 


To the honourable Sir John Packington, baronet, 
member of parliament, humbly preſent. _ 


«SIR, July 27, 1702. 

* You cannot but have heard, and 
<« have ſeen, how the biſhops of this church in ge- 
e neral, and 5 or 6 of them in particular, have been 
e abuſed with impudent lies in two libels that were 
& publiſhed by Sir John Packington almoſt a year 


« ſince, in order to his lait election. At that time, 


„ had not given him the leaſt provocatien ; and 


'« for the other abuſed biſhops, few of them knew 
„ his face. Since that time, 
4 from London, where I was all the while he was 


at my return 


1 


** libelling me in the country, that he had publiſhed 
** theſe libels, ſome of them with his own hands, 
and the reſt by his agents, I could not but think 
„ myſelf obliged by all honeſt ways to oppoſe his 
election, if he would ſtand ;- which I ſent to him 
three times to let him know, and to deſire he 
« would forbear. 

** Hereupon there comes out a third libel againſt 
me, which I have only ſeen, but could not get a copy 
of it. I never ſaw any thing wrote with ſuch a 
* furious rage of railing, and ſcoffing, and lying ; 
„ which, I thank God, can do me no hurt; nor 
„vill it do him ſervice, if I may ſo call it, in pro- 
* moting his election, which, I think, would be the 
«« greateſt hurt that could happen to him. 

It is for the preventing of this that I write to 
my friends, earneſtly to deſire them to get what 
votes they can for Mr. Bromley and Mr. Walch; 
** and to keep away as many as they can of them 
that will vote for Sir John Packington. | 

*« Your diligence in this matter will lay a very 


great obligation upon, Sir, 


« Your faithful friend, and dioceſan, | 
W. Wosczsrznk.“ 


I have ſent you the encloſed, to ſhew you how 
the votes at your pariſh went at the laſt election. 


To the Rev. Mr. Mugg, Rector of Inkberrow. 
INKBERROW. 


John Philips * B. 
John Bennet P. George Court B. 
John Gore W. Henry Dyſon B. 
Job Watts P. Robert B. 
William Walford P. William Wren B. 
George Darby P. Robert Willis A 
Richard Eaton P. Thomas Briſtow P. 
William Barber B. W. Richard Dewce 8 
Henry Hunt P. Henry Glover Wo 
Thomas Huatles P. Thomas Tomkins P. B. 
Henry Smith P. Thomas Ganderton P. 
Edward Millard P. Walter Steward P, 
Edward Griffin P. John Harbage P. 
Edward Harriot P. James Hemmin P. 
Samuel Tandy P. William Harvey B. W. 
Robert Biddle P. Humphry Eaton P. 
Nicholas Hoblins P. William Mallard . 
Tbomas Hopkins P. Thomas Lucas P. B. 
George Gore P. W. William Soley . 
P. Robert Willis 8 

P. B. Michael Jones P. B. 

P. William Hunt P. BD. 

P. B. | 


Hodge, clerk, being examined, 
ſaith, that the Lord biſhop of Worceſter ſollicited 
him to vore againſt Sir John Packington ; and then 
would have perſuaded him to ſtay at home: but he 
ſaid, he had given his promiſe to Sir John. His 
Lordſhip told him, that if he vored for Sir John 
Packington, he ſhould think him led by wicked and 
carnal principles. His Lordſhip faid, that Sir John 
had aſperſed him: This examinant ſaid, he hoped 
not. His Lordſhip told him of a book, and faid, 
he believed he had it 5 which this examinant denied. 
His Lordſhip proceeded then to give ſome account 
of the book, and to vindicate himſelf; and fad, 
that Sir John Packington was nz whoremonger, 
drunkard, and ſwearer ; and that no ſuch were fit 
to be law-makers. This examinant told his Lord- 
| | thip, 


The County of WoRCESTER. 


ſhip, he was engaged to go to give his vote: the biſhop 
ſaid, that Sir John Packington had aſperſed him and 
other biſhops : and in concluſion his Lordſhip ſaid. 
whoever voted for Sir John he ſhould 


not think him fit to be a clergyman. And when 


his Lordſhip renewed the diſcourſe another time, this 
examinant told him of his promiſe : his Lordſhip 
ſaid, it was an ill thing, and that this examinant 
could not think himſelf obliged to do an ill thing. 
Being aſked, if the biſhop did urge any thing of 
canonical obedience ; he anſwered, that he ſaid no- 
thing of ir. 

Mr. William Bolles of Hagley, being examined, 
faith, that at the viſitation at Bromſgrove, the Lord 
biſhop of Worceſter told this examinant, that being 
now come into his Lordſhip's dioceſe, he expected 
he ſhould not give his vote for Sir John Packington; 
and if he did, he muſt expect no favour from his 
Lordſhip. This examinant told his Lordſhip, that 
he had great obligations to his patron, to whom he 
had promiſed to vote for Sir John Packington. 
The biſhop told him, that he had obligations ro 
him, and that he had lately fworn canonical obedi- 
ence to him. This examinant ſaid to the biſhop, 
that Sir John Packington's family had been always 
of great repute; and aſked the biſhop his opinion 
of the Lady Packington, who was faid to be the 


author of The whole Duty of Man ; his Lordſhip re- 


plied, that lady was a very excellent woman; but 
that Sir John had inherized the vices of the males of 
his family, but none of the virtues of the females. 
Being aſked, whether the biſhop had given him any 
preferment ; he ſaid, his Lordſhip had given him a 
ſmall prebend in the church of Litchfield. 

Mr. Thomas Gibſon of Perſhore, being examin- 
ed, faith, that the Lord biſhop of Worcefter firſt 
ſpoke to him at the confirmation at Perſhore, about 
three days before the viſitation at Eveſham, concern- 
ing voting againſt Sir John Packington ; and folli- 
cited him much to vote againſt him. The biſhop 
told him, that Sir John was a very ill man, and very 
unfit to repreſent the county. He told his Lord- 
ſhip, he was under an obligation, having given his 
word. The biſhop ſaid, that it this examinant gave 
his vote for Sir John Packington, he ſhould think 
that this examinant thought his Lordſhip nor fit to 
be his biſhop. After this, at the viſitation at Eve- 
ſham, the Lord biſhop called this examinant before 
the whole clergy, and aſked him, if he had conſider- 
ed of what he had ſpoke to him at Perſhore : he 
told his Lordſhip, that he hoped he had been ſatis- 
fied with his anſwer : his Lordſhip ſaid, he was 
not ; and added, that if this examinant voted for 


Sir John Packington, he ſhould look upon him to 


be the pooreſt, wretchedeſt, vileſt, deluded hypocrite 
in the world : and that they may know Sir John 


piſts have no votes. and the diſſenters and fanaticks 
are of Lordſhip's ſide. 

. 
faith, that he did receive a letter from Mr. Evans, 
the Lord biſhop's ſecretary, to vote for Mr. Brom- 
ley and Mr. Walſh ; and that Mr. Evans faid, that if 
this examinant voted for Sir John Packingon, it 
would be taken to be in oppoſition to the Lord biſhop. 
This examinant did alſo receive 3 mm BY. 

d, the biſhop's ſon, to the ſame purpoſe ; 

22 that Sir John Packington was no friend 
to the church. 

Mr. William Norton was again called in ; and 
being examined, faith, that the Lord biſhop of 


Worceſter ſent for him, and preſſed him to give his 
vote and uſe his intereſt for Mr. Bromley and Mr. 
Walſh : this examinant told his Lordſhip, he had 
given his word to vote for Sir John Packingrton : his 
Lordſhip ſaid, Sir John was not a man fit to ſit in 
the houſe of commons: that he was a man that 
ſtrikes at the government: that he was debauchet 
and lewd, and fo was his father and grandfather : 
that his father had filled him ſo full of jacobitiſm, 
that it could not be rooted out: this examinant 
ſaid, that he thought Sir John Packington was a 
true church of England man, as by law eſtabliſhed: 
his Lordſhip replied, that he was of the Prince of 
Wales* church. At another time, his Lordſhip 
called this examinant to him, and aſked him, if 
he had conſidered of what he had ſaid ? this exami- 
nant faid, he had ; but he could not depart from 
his word, which he had given. His Lordſhip ſaid, 
have not I ſhewed you kindneſs in renewing your 
leaſe ? he replied, it was a very hard fine he had 
paid. The biſhop ſaid, hard or eaſy, he ſhould never 
renew again as long as he lived ; and that he would 
put ſuch a mark upon him, that he ſhould never 
renew it in his ſucceſſor's time. A few days after, 
Mr. Evans, the biſhop's ſecretary, ſollicited this ex- 
aminant to vote againſt Sir John Packington, or if 
not, to ſtay at home, and not vote at all; or elſe he 
ſhould diſoblige the Lord biſhop; and added, if 
you do vote as his Lordihip would have you, it 
will be ſomething in your way, for his Lordſhip 
would bear the charge of a law-ſuit this examinant 
was engaged in. 

Mr. Robert Fidkin being examined, ſaith, that 
ſome time before the laſt election, the Lord biſhop 
of Worceſter ſent for him on a Sunday in the even- 
ing, and told him, he was reſolved to make all the 
oppolition he could to Sir John Packington in this 
election; and if any of his tenants voted for Sir 
John Packington, they ſhould never renew their 
eſtates any more as long as he lived. He told his 
Lordſhip, he could not vote againſt Sir John Pack- 
ington, becauſe he had promiſed his vote for Sir 
John Packington ; but to oblige his Lordſhip, he 
was willing to ſtay at home: his Lordſhip anſwer- 
ed, he had as lieve he ſhould run a ſword againſt 
him, as offer him that affront : ſtaying at home 
would not ſerve his turn: that unleſs this examinant 
would vote agaiaſt Sir John Packington, he ſhould 
never renew any thing with him; and he would 
ſer ſuch a mark upon him to ſhew his ſucceſſors, 
that neither this examinant, nor any of his, ſhould 
ever renew their eſtates any more. This exami- 
nant anſwered, My Lord, you have often told me, 
that I and my anceſtors have held our eſtate under 
the biſhoprick for many hundred years, as appears 
by your books ; and I hope your Lordſhip will nor 
do fo ill a thing, as to ruin me and my children: 
his Lordſhip replied, it is your own fault, and you 
may thank yourſelf for it. Being aſked, who he 
voted for? he ſaid, for Sir John Packington only. 

Mr. Robert Wilmot being examined, faith, that 
preſently after Mr. Lloyd, the Lord biſhop's ſon, 
came from London, before the laſt election, he ſent 
for this examinant, and preſſed him to give his vote 
for Mr. Bromley and Mr. Walſh : this examinant 
told him, that he had promiſed Sir John Packing- 
ton already. Mr. Lloyd told him, he was ſorry, 
but he muſt not give him bis vote, for he was unfit 
to be a parliament-man, for he was a whoremonger 
and a drunkard : he told this examinant then he 
maſt engage to ſtay at home, and not vote ; and 
bid him conſider of it, and come to him again. 

Accord- 
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had promiſed Sir John Packingron. 


Monday, who aſked him, if he altered his reſolu- 
tion of voting for Sir John Packington ? this exa- 
minant inſiſted, that he had given his promiſe : Mr. 
Lloyd told him, he was acquitted from that pro- 
miſe ; for Sir John was a very unfit perſon : that 
he inherited his father's and s vices, and 
not his grandmother's virtues : that he would have 
him to ſtay at home, and pretend huſmeſs; and 
then. he would have perſuaded him to pretend to be 
ſick : but this examinant ſtiil inſiſted, that he had 


. Mr. Richard Griffin being examined, ſaich, that 


vote for any one, and for whom ? he 
told this examinant, he did very ill to 1 


fore the Lord biſhop came down; and that he 
ſhould have my Lord's ill will if he voted for Sir 


Mr. Lloyd ſent to this examinant again, 
fired him to vote for Mr. Bromley and Mr. Walſh. 
This examinant replied, that he ought to be as 
good as his word, having promiſed Sir John Pack- 
Mr. Lloyd then told him, he ſhould have 
the Lord biſhop's ill will, and would have him ftay 
at home. This examinant then faid, he would go, 
becauſe he had promiſed. Upon that, Mr. Lloyd 
replied, if you do go, I wiſh you may lic kme a 
month after it. At another time, Mr. Evans, the 
Lord biſhop's ſecretary, defired this examinant to 


ſtay at home, and not appear for Sir John Packing- 
| I | 


Gregſon, 2 ſervant of the biſhop's, told this exami- 
nant, that he did it by Mr. Evans order. 


company, they were all honeſt men, of one mind, 


py 64. 
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of William Lord biſhop of Worceſter, 
his ſon, and his agents, in order to the! hindering 
the election of a member for the county of Wor- 
ceſter, has been malicious, unchriſtian, and arbi- 
trary, in high violation of the liberties and privi- 
leges of the commons of England. 

Reſolved, that an humble addreſs be preſented to 
her Majeſty, that ſhe will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
remove William Lord of Worceſter, from 
being Lord Almoner-to her Majeſty. | 

Ordered, that the ſaid reſolution and addreſs be 
preſented to her Majeſty, by ſuch members of this 
houſe, as are of her Majeſty's moſt honourable 


Ordered, that the further conſideration of the 
matter, relating to the Lord biſhop of Worceſter, 
be adjourned till this day ſevennight. | 

Ordered, that Mr. Attorney-general do proſecute 
Mr. Lloyd, the Lord biſhop of Worceſter's ſon, 
for his faid offences, after his privilege as a member 
of the lower houſe of convocation is out. 

Nov. 20. Mr. Comprroller reported to the houſe, 
chat their reſolution and addreſs to her Majeſty, for 
removing William Lord Biſhop of Worceſter, from 
being Lord Almoner to her Majeſty, had been pre- 
ſented to her Majeſty; and that her Majeſty was 
pleaſed to give this moſt gracious anſwer. 

I am very ſorry that there is occafion for this ad- 
dreſs againſt the biſhop of Worceſter : I ſhall order and 
direct, that be ſhall no longer continue to ſupply the 
Place of Almoner, 21 pu8 another is bis room to 


perform that office. 


Reſolved, that the moſt humble thanks of this 
houſe be returned to her Majeſty, for her Majeſty's 
moſt gracious anſwer to their addreſs, relating to 
William Lord biſhop of Worceſter. 

* Ordered, that Mr. Comptroller of her Majeſty's 
houſhold, do return the faid moſt humble thanks 
of this houſe to her Majeſty. 

Nov. 25. The order of the day for taking into 
further conſideration the matter, relating to the Lord 
— being read; 


Ordered, that the evidence, given at the bar of 


an n e che charge of Sir John Packing- 
ton againſt William Lord biſhop of Worceſter, and 
Mr. Lloyd, his ſon, be printed; together with the 
of this houſe thereupon. 
Ordered, that the clerk's books, in relation to the 
faid evidence, be examined : and that Mr. Speaker 
do take care of the printing of the faid evidence 
and proceedings. 
Ordered, that the further conſideration of the 
matter, relating to the Lord biſhop of Worceſter, 
be adjourned till this day ſevennight. 
May 12, 1727. Ordered a warrant for a new 
writ, for electing a knight to ſerve in parliament 
for this county, in the room of Sir Thomas Little- 
ton, baronet, made a lord of the admiralty. 


WOTTON-BASSE TT. 


"Hrs borough is ſituate within the county of 


Wilts. Doctor Willis writes, it firſt returned 

to parliament in the 25th of Henry the 

fixth; and Mr. Prynne's liſt then begins: from 
which time, I apprehend, it has continued fo to do. 
F meet with no traces concerning the right of elec- 
tion, until ſince the Revolution, when the follow- 
ing occur in the journals of the houſe of commons. 
June 1, 1685. A of William Huſſey, 


Ordered, that the ſaid petition be referred to the 
conſideration of the commintee for edections and pri- 
vileges; to examine the matter thereof, and report 
the ſame, with their opinion therein. to the houſe. 
March 24, 1689. A petition of Thomas Webb, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, 
notwithſtanding the indirect practicrs of Arthur 
Brinſden, mayor of this borough, and John Wil- 
kins, town-clerk, was duly elected there; but not- 
withſtanding, the ſaid mayor hath returned John 
Wildmann, and Henry St. John, eſquires, though 
the ſaid Henry St. John was not duly lected > and 
praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections. to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion 

Oct. 6, 1690. The faid Mr. Webb again pre- 
ſented a petition (the fame in fubftance with the 
former) which was read, and referred in the like 
manner. - 

Dec. 19th. Ordered, that the report be made on 
Monday next. 

22d. Mr. Gray reported from the ſud committee, 
the matter upon the ſaid petitica, as followeth : 

That for the petitioner, was called Charles Brinf- 
den; who ſaid, that he took the poll at the requett 
of the petitioner : and that it appeared, the num- 
bers were for each, go. — And i being fuggefted 
to the committee, that many of the petitioner's vot- 
ers were obtained by bribery, the committee were of 
opinion, that if any bribing of votes could be prov- 
ed, the counſel of both fides ſhould firſt go upon 
that point. That thereupon for the ſuting- member, 
was called 

John Wilkins; who faid, that Mr. Knighton, 
who was an agent, with two others, for the peti- 
tioner, had told him, that he was much engaged 
for the petitioner ;- and defired ham, the faid Mr. 
Wilkins, to make a bond to indemnify him and the 
two others: and accordingly he did make a bond, 
bound to indemnify them : that he did not fee it 
ſealed ; but Mr. Knighton told him afterwards, it 
was ſealed, and that he had paid 1 L 125. 6d. to all 
the petitioner's voters, except cxpht - that Weſton, 
the petitioner's man, carried a bag of money through 
the town, with a pair of bagpipes playing before 

That Thomas Parſons, and two others, faid, that 
they were promiſed 11. 12 5. 6d. to vote for the 
petitioner ; and accordingly voted ; and had i paid 
them at Knighton's. 

For the petitioner, a paper was produced, as 
ſigned by Parſons, importing a receipt for L 128. 
6d. for meat and drink for the voters : but Parſons 
himſelf ſaid, he could nenher wine nor read; and 
denied that he ever put his mark to that paper, or 


expended any meat or drink for the rowers. Another Sic orig. 


per was alſo produced, as figned by Parſons, 
whereby he had declared, that the mayor had offered 
him, and two others, 205. cach not to vort for the 
petitioner. That Parſons denied he ever put his 
hand to the paper: but it was proved by Mr. 
Brinſden, 

That Weſton ſaid, that the night before the wit- 
neſſes were to go to London, Parſons fand. fome of 
Mr. St. John's agents would give 10L w go to 
London to ſwear bribery : but the fad Parſons did 
not name them. 

That upon the whole, the commanter were of cpi- 


22 touching the election for this borough, was nion, 


read ; 
Par II. 
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The faid reſolution being twice read, was ane 
unto by the houſe. 


Ordered, that John Knighton, one of the alder- 
men of the borough of Wotton- Baſſet in the county 
of Wilts, be taken into the cuſtody of the ſerzeant 
at arms attending this houſe ; for his diſtributing of 
bribes to the electors of the ſaid borough, at the 
r 
ment for the ſaid borough. 

Nov. 2, 1691. A comgleing being made to the 


| houſe, againſt one John Knighton, one of the al- 


practices, to procure an election of a burgeſs to ſerve 


order, rene 


dermen of this borough, that he had diſtributed 
bribes to the electors of the ſaid borough, at the 


election of burgeſſes to ſerve in this preſent parlia 


ment for the ſaid borough ; | 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections to conſider, and report the 
r therein to. the 
. houſe, ' 
Feb. 13, 1700. The houſe being informed, thar 


= Mr. Shepherd was charged, that he, by kim: 
ſelf and his agents, had endeavoured to corrupt the 
electors of this borough, and others. (See An- 
dover, Newport in the Iſle of Wight, &c.) | 
. I8th. See the petition of Mr. Wickes for Malmſ- 


March x4th. The houſe proceeded, according to 


22 rr 

And the counſel for making good the charge 
againſt him, and the counſel for him, were called 
in, and heard; and divers witneſſes were examined, 
LA cs ng him, touching the election for 

this borough ; and then withdrew. _ 

And e 
given at the bar, accuſed; and the houſe being in- 
formed, the ſaid Mr. Lawrence was without, and 
deſired to be called in, and heard; N | 

He was called in, and Eb 
ingly, and then he withdrew 4 and Mr. — 
was heard in his place, and withdrew. _ 

| Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that Sa- 
* Shepherd ſenior, eſquire, is guilty of endea- 
vouring, by bribery and corrupt practices, to pro- 
cure an election of a burgeſa, » acme in chis — 
ment for this borough. . 

Reſolved, that it appears to this houſe, that Mr. 
Lawrence, agent for Samuel Shepherd ſenior, eſquire, 
is guilty of endeavouring, by bribery and corrupt 


in this parliament for this borough. 
Ordered, that the ſaid Mr. Lawrence be, for his 
faid offence, committed priſoner to his Majeſty's 


priſon of Newgate. 3 Newport in 
the Iſle of Wight, &c.) | 


a4 


YARMOUT H in the Ifie of Wight. 


PP 135 borough > in the Ul of Wight, pure 
of the county of Hams or Southampton. 


Doctor Willis wraes, it ſent burgeſſes to parkament wry, 
in the 23d year of King Edward the firſt. Mr. *749 47- 


Prynne hath not taken notice of it; and Doctor 
Willis only mentions that one return; and that is 
was ſummoned again in the fame reign, but made 
no return; nor from that time tothe 27th of Queen 
Elizabeth, when it was reftored. The journals do 
not afford many memoirs of matters relating to its 
elections or repraſentatives in that reſpect , thoſe 
which are therein contained, here follow. 

In the year 1694. The houſe of commons cater- 
ed into an enquiry concerning ſeveral corporations, 
and amongſt others, 

March 7, 1694. Ordered, that a com ine be 
appointed to inſpect the books of the Eaſt India 
company immediately. 

And it is referred to Mr. Petham, Mr. Comp- 
troller, Sir John Thompſon, Mr. Paul Foley, Mr. 
Gwyn, Mr. Pollexfen, Sir Richard Ouſlow, Mr. 
Foot Onſlow, Sir Samuel Barnardifton : and they 
to have power to ſend for perſons and papers. 

Ordered, that the ſame committee have power to 


inſpect the chamberlain of London's books ; and 


that they have power to fend for perſons and papers. 

. 12th. Mr. Foley reported from the faid commit- 
tee, the ſeveral n 
an extract whereof here follows. 

As to the orphans: 

8 ůꝛ en caler.of the ennn- 
mon- council for the city of London, dated the 24th 
of Jan. 1693, which nominated and appoinzed Sir 
Thomas Stamp, Sir Francis Child, Sir James Hou- 


blon, and Sir. William Hedges, kaights and alder- 
men; Sir 2 Mr. Deputy 


Mr. John Harvey, Mr. Daniel Dorville, mon- 
ers; or any two of the ſaid aldermen, and four of 
the ſaid commoners to be a committee, to conſider 
of ways and means to fatisfy the debes due to the 
arphans of this city ; and to follicit the 
for a bill for that purpoſe : in which it is ordered, 
that Mr. Chamberlain do from time to tune, iſſue 
out and pay all fuch ſums of money as are required 
by, and neceflary for, the faid committee for promot- 


for this city in parliament, ie defired to be aſſiſting 
to the ſaid committee, as there ſhall be gccafion : 
and Mr. Borret, the city-ſfollicaor, is to attend the 
ſaid committee. 

That the committee found at order, made by the 
aid comminne, dun. the cath day of fob. abgs, 
reciting the ſaid order of common-council ; and ar 
dering, that Mr. — 1 — bo- 
nourable Sir John Trevor, knight, Speaker of the 
honourable houſe of commons, the fum of one 
thouſand guincas, fo ſoon as a bill be paſſed into an f 
act of parliament, for fatisfying the debes of the 
orphans and other creditors of the faid city; which 
order was fubſcribed by all the committee appointed 
by the common-council, except Sir James Houblon, 
and Mr. deputy Ayres: and on the back of this 
order were theſe indorſements ; viz. "I 


* 


The | Borough of VN arvouTH. 


The within-mentioned one thouſand guineas were 
delivered and paid unto the honourable Sir Jchn 
Trevor, this 22d day of June 1694, in the preſence 
of Sir Robert Clayton and Sir John Houblony, 
wiieh, 22223. cnchangs, comes th 1,r00-k/ - 

- In the chamberlain's'dccount of caſh, the entry 
is thus ;/ viz. Paid the 22d of January 1694, by 
order of the committee appointed by order of com- 
mon-eouncil, to -confider of ways and means for 
ſatisfying the debrs due to the orphans and other 
creditors of the city; and to ſollicit the parliament 
for a bill for that purpoſe ; dared the 12th of Jan. 
laſt; one thouſand guineas ; being paid ro the ho- 
nourable Sir John Trevor, knight, Speaker of the 
honourable houſe of commons, purſuant to the ſaid 
order; which, at 22 8. exchange, is 1, 100 I. 

That the committee underſtood Sir Robert Clay- 
ton was ill and out of town. They ſent for and 


(Tok an preency they all ok der ave of hm, 
and came away. 

Sir James Houblon gad, be did -aot/know the 
contents of the bill ; but the chamberlain faid, it 
was for eleven hundred pounds; and that within 
two or three days afterwards the Speaker ſent for the 
money, and had it accordingly; but he placed it to 
account, according to the day r 
which was the 22d of June, 

That the committee obſerved, het the weder of 
the committee of common-council, which now 
ſtands dated the 12th of Feb. was at firſt dated the 
13th of Feb. and that the perſon named therein, 
was put in by a different hand: and exam ining who 
firſt wrote the warrant, Mr. Borret owned it was his 
hand - writing: and at firſt ſaid, that he believed the 
blank left firſt therein, was filled up with the 
s name before the committee ſigned it; be- 
cauſe he believed they would not ſet their hands to 
2 blank : but all the committee who ſigned it, who 
appearing upon ſummons, declaring moſt of them 
poſitively, 2 perſon's 
name when they ſigned it, and the reſt being 
doubtful ; Mr. Borret afterwards ſaid, the blank 
might be filled up afterwards ; but he could not 
tell the time: Mr. Borret owned he filled up the blank 
with another pen. 
Sir Thomas Stamp was out of town, and Sir 
Henry Furnace was fick ; the reſt appeared before 
the committee. 

Sir Thomas Child, on his examination owned, he 
had ſubſcribed the paper of the 12th of Feb. as 
one of the committee; but ſaith, he did not attend 
the committee, nor Sir Robert Clayton, when he 


attended the Speaker; and could give little account 


of this matter. 
Sir William Hedges owned his hand to the order 
of the committee; and that he was at the committee, 


who agreed this matter : he faith, Mr. Borret, as 


he thinks, was the perſon who told the committee, 
the. bill could not paſs without giving that ſum : 
and though the order was drawn with a blank, yer 
the diſcourſe at the committee was, that the Speaker 
was the perſon to whom the ſum was to be given: 


he knew CES the . 


Mr. Daniel Dorville owned he bad ſubſcribed the 
Eu of the committee: he faith, that he attending 
in the lobby at the houſe of commons, upon ac- 


count of the orphans, Mr. George Finch, mer- 
chane, told him, r that if there were not ſome guineas 
given, that bill would not go on; and faid, two 


thouſand guineas were neceſſary to give him,  mean- ' 


ing the Speaker, as he underſtood. And that Mr. 
Borret declared his opinion, that money muſt be 
given; and, he believeth, was the firſt that moved 
it in the committee, and named the ſum : bur after 
the committee had agreed thereunto, the bill going 
on, Mr. Finch aſked, what they had given, which 
Mr. Dorville refuſed to tell him; but he believes, 
and underſtood, that before the bill paſſed, or any 
thing material was done in it, the Speaker ha dnotice 
of the ſaid order of the committee, and approved 
thereof ; but knows not whether by Mr. Borret's 
means, or by what other hand. 

Mr. Thomas Cuddon owned his figning of the 
order of committee : he faith, the firſt riſe of this 
matter was, that having proſecuted a bill for this 
purpoſe in former ſeſſions for a- long time without 
effect, the committee thought it proper to give this 
ſum to the Speaker, for leave ſor the bill to be brought 
in; and it was ſigned by the committee before the 
bill was carried into the houſe ; and believes, that 
the purport of this order vas imparted to the Speaker 
before the bill was carried into the houſe : and far- 
ther ſaith, that Mr. Dowſe and Mr. Shepherd, and 
he thinks Mr. George Finch, perſons ſoliciting for 
the orphans, told him, it would coſt them as much 
as it would coſt the city. | 

Mr. John Harvey owned the ſigning of the 
order; and that in the committee there was a diſ- 
courſe of ſeveral fums to be given to procure the 
bill to paſs; ſome naming 500, others 1000, and 
others 2000- guineas ; but the doth not remember 
any perſon to be named to receive the ſame. 

Mr. John Johnſon gave the like teſtimony. 

-Mr. Gilbert Heathcot ſaid, he was not - preſent 
at any meeting of the committee ; but that he was 
the laſt perſon that ſubſcribed the order, which he 
did „ee (60s Mat Rad KibEeribed bo- 
fore him. | 

Colonel Thomas Cuthbert owned his ſubſcribing 
the order ; and that he was preſent at the committee, 
where it was agreed to give 1,000 guineas ; but 
knoweth not the uſe or occaſion of it, other than 
the clamour of the orphans, that the city were 
cloſe-handed, and thereby had done them no good ; 
which he believes was the reaſon why the city did 
conſent to give 1,000 guineas. 

Mr. Borret being examined, owned he had in the 
committee given his opinion, that 1,000 guineas 
ſhould be given to the Speaker: he ſaid, that after 
the order was ſigned, it was kept in his hands for a 


month or ſix weeks, and then delivered back by him 


to the committee. 

Being aſked of his belief, whether the Speaker 
knew of this order before the bill paſſed ? he faith, 
he doth believe he did not know of it; for he, to ſa- 
tisfy the clamour of the orphans, had told their agent, 


who he believes had eaſy — to the Speaker: 


but 


* 
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but that from the time of ſigning, to the time of his. 


Mr. Nowis and Mr. Smith being examined here, 


——— ͤ——à¹1 U —»„—-4 —— Fagsf that neee 


ſent to him. 
That the commincee found another ander of the 


pay to Paul Jodrell, eſquire, the ſum of one hun- 
dred guineas, for his pains and ſervice in aſſiſting to 
paſs the bill in parliament, for the debts 
of the orphans and other creditors of the faid city ;; 
which was fubſcribed by moſt of the members of 
the ſaid committee, together with Sir. James Hou= 
blon, and deputy Ayres, who refuſed to fign the 
other order of the 42th of Feb, on the back of 
which was the like indorſement, that the 100 guineas 

were paid to Paul Jodrell, eſquire, the 22d of June 
1694, in the preſence of Sit Robert Clayton and Sir 
James Houblon ; and the thereof was 


br e. 


1694, at 225. being 210 l. 
The members. who ſubſcr:hed that order owned 


their hands ; 28 2228 
re 


books the ſeveral payments following, $0 Mr. Bor- 


mn | i 


4 
1693. 1 E 
' February 26th 100 © 

March z2th | 50 © 


4694 April ih 39 14 


: May 5th 

| Theſe fums were applied to defray the charge uf 
drawing the bill; making copies thereof ; and of 
petitions and orders with relation to the ſaid bill: 


2875 


amongſt which payments they find; 


Feb. 19. Paid Mr. Saber g for hi . 
vice therein, 5 


guineas. 
2 iſt. Paid Mr. Harcourt, by order, 5 guinea. 


March 23d. Paid Mr. Hungerford, chairman 

the grand committee, for his pains and ſervice, 20 
guineas. Paid Mr. Jodrell as 2 by his bill, 601 
8. 6d. 

> ants Þ ge ons og} pn 
mitree : that the commitee underſtood, that the or- 
phans, for the procuring this bill, had given bond 
to Mr. Smith and Mr. Charles Nowis, to allow 
them twelve-pence in the pound, when the bill was 
paſſed, for their pains and charges in that matter; 
which contract being made void in that bill, the 


court of aldermen were impowered to 'fatisfy them 


their real expences z upon which they applied to the 
court of aldermen, and got a petition to be ſigned 


by many of the orphans. SY begs meanor 


ſaid Nowis and Smith brought in a bill to the ſaid 


committee of their charges, amounting to 3,4561. 
16s. but, as was alledged, they pretended to be 
a great deal more out of purſe ; by which argument 
— 2 — in which 
bill there is charged to Mr. George Finch, for car- 
rying on the act, 1, 650 l. And 
Mr. Dowſe ſaid, that Mr. Smith told him, they 
were out of pocket great ſums of money, upon ac- 
count of the orphans bill : and when he was folli- 
cited to ſubſcribe the petition, for their 
.twelve-pence in the pound, he would have had them 
take fix-pence; to hich they replied, it would not 
anſwer their expectation, for they had been out in 
this matter more than 10,000 Il. 
I 


| chat 
bill which muſt be removed by money; and that 
he did receive 100 1. from John Chadwick; 100 l. 
of Mrs. Harvey; 100 l. from Mr. Scot; 50 l. of 


Mr. Herne; and had a promiſe of 100 l. from Sir 
Robert Smith, which is not yet paid. 
The obſtrudtions be meant were, to take off hoc 


Which report being read, and candles ordered to 
in; 

Reſolved, that Sir John Trevor, Speaker of this 
houſe, receiving a gratuity of one thouſand guineas 
from the city of London, after paſſing of the or- 
* 


Ordered the report to be farcher conſidered the 
next morning. 
. z3th. The members being met berween cleven 
and twelve o'clock, Mr. Serjeant came without the 
mace ; and delivered to the clerk at the table a 
letter from Sir John Trevor, Speaker, directed 
thus : 


To Mr. Jodrell, clerk to the honourable houſe 
of commons. 
Mr. Jodrell, 
1 defire you will preſent the incloſed to the 
* houſe ; and in that, you will oblige, Sir. 
| . « Your humble ſervant, 


« ]. Txevor, ſpeaker.” 
Incloſed 


March 13, 1694. 


Incloſed was another letter, 22 
2 followeth ; viz. | | 


= Gentlemen, _ 
. <1 did _incend 1 have waited upon you this 
< morning; but, aftcr I was up, I was taken ſud- 
«< denly all with len choke : I hope to be in 2 
< condition of- aticnding, you to-morrow morning: 


< in the mean time, Ie you. will be pleaſed . 


< to excuſe my atradance. I am, with all duty, 
® Gentlemen, © | 


- < Your moſt obedient 
humble ſervant, 
OS Tazvor, Speaker.” 


- births enn whiny wine: 
bers poke ; and fome propoſed to proceed to the 
choice of a Speaker immediately. 
Whercupon former precedents were called for, 
and read out of the journals. 
Bot it being objefied that there could be no debate 
until the mace be and laid under the table; 
and that no queſtion could be pur till that be done : 
others being of opinion, that was not eſſential, not- 
„ koeaans 


M upon. 

But the derk, about one Scheck (to whom all 
ſpoke directed themſelves, according to former 

by order of the houſe, put the queſtion for 


March 13, 1694- 


Mr. Segen cad bb wie and 
laid it under the table: then delivered to the 
clerk a enter from Sir John Trevor, 
ed to Mr. Jodrell, clerk of the honourable houſe | 
of commons, which was opened ; and incloſed in 
the cover was another letter, with was read, as 
followeth ; viz. 


* Mr. Jodrell, 


< My ilneß ſtill cuntinues, 8 
able to come abroad; wherewith I deſire you to 
« acquaint the houſe; and that I humbly pray they 
* will pleaſe to excuſe me, for not attending them. 


«lam, | 
* Your friend and ſervant, 
March 14, 1694. J. Tzxzvor, Speaker.” 


Aſter the reading whereof, Mr. Comptroller of 
his Majeſty's houſhold ftood up and ſpoke, as fol- 
loweth : 


<« | am commanded by the King to inform this 
< houſe, that the late Speaker, Sir John Trevor, 
< hath feng him word, that his indiſpoſition doth fo 
<< continue upon him, that he cannot farther attend 
— choad as Tpeates. And farther 

< commanded me to fay, that there may be no 
< delay in the publick he does give 
<< leave to this houſe to proceed to the choice of 
< a new Speaker. 

<« Sir, the filling of that chair is the higheſt 
< ſtation any commoner of England can be called 
to bur, however honourable it is, the toil and 
< difficulties of it are fo great, that I believe there 
< i no reaſonable man that hears me, but would 
< be rather glad w have it ſupplied with any man 
chan himſclf : and therefore, I ſhall, without fear 

Par IL 


Speaker, diret- 


The Borough of YARMOUTH. 


. aſk af: tnany who 
are qualified to ſerve you, nominate” — 
Upon this, he was interrupted by a great noiſe in 
the houſe, crying No, no, no: 
22 ſeveral gentlemen ſtood up, to ſpeak to 
Exceptions were taken by ſeveral members, that 
iz was-comrary.to the undoubted right of the houſe, 
of chuſing their own Speaker, to have any perſon, 


who brought a meſſage from the King, to nominate 


one to them. 

Notwithſtanding, the Comptroller ſtood up again, 
and named Sir Thomas Littleton ; which was ſe- 
conded by Sir Henry Goodrick. 

Whereupon aroſe a debate. 

And another perſon, viz. Paul Foley, eſquire, 
was propoſed by Sir Chriſtopher Muſgrave, and 
ſeconded by the Lord Digby. 

And after a long debate, in relation to both the 
perſons, the queſtion was put by the clerk, that Sir 
Thomas Littleton take the .chair of this houſe as 


The clerk declared the yeas had it. 
The houſe was divided. 
Wo yeas on the right hand. The noes on the 


The tellers were appointed by the clerk; viz 

For the yeas: James Chadwick, eſquire, 146. 

The teller for the noes : Colonel Granville, 179. 

Then the ſecond queſtion being about to be put, 
Mr. Foley ſtood up to ſpeak ; but the houſe would 
not hear him; but ordered the clerk to put the 
queſtion. —» That Paul Foley, eſquire, do take the 
chair of this houſe as Speaker. 

It was reſolved, nemine contradicente. 
Upon which Mr. Foley made ea 
place; which was not admitted by the houſe. 

He was conducted to the chair by the honourable 
colonel Granville, and the honourable Henry Boyle, 
eſquire. 

And upon the firſt ſtep of the chair, after ſome 
pauſe, n to ex- 
cuſe himſelf. 

Which not being allowed, he ſat 3 

And then the mace was laid upon the table. 

Afterwards, Mr. Comptroller ſpoke as followeth: 


Mr. Speaker, 


His Majeſty hath commanded me to inform 
s this houſe, that after they had choſen a Speaker, 
© they ſhould preſent him to his Majeſty to-morrow 
4 morning at eleven o'clock in the houſe of Lords.“ 


Then the Speaker deſired the direction of the 
houſe, whether he ought to make the uſual petitions 
for freedom of ſpeech, &c, —— The houſe cried 
No, no: 

And ſome members ſaid, that thoſe petitions were 
demands of right, and ought not to be made but 
once at the beginning of a parliament ; and former 

were Cited in the caſe, 

Then the Speaker put the queſtion for adjourning 
the houſe until the morrow morning at nine o'clock; 
and ſo went away without the mace before him. 

15th. Reſolved, that the report from the com- 
mittee, appointed to. inſpect the books of the Eaſt 
India company, and of the chamberlain of the city 
of London, be proceeded on to-morrow at eleven 
o'clock. 

16th. The houſe, according to order, — 
upon the ſaid report. 
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"SST Reſolved, - 


: 

' 

: 
4 

: 
» 
| 
| 


Reſolved, that Sir John Trevor, late Speaecr 
of this honſe, being guilty of a high crime and 
miſdemeanor, by receiving 2 gratuiy of one thou- 
hed guizces from the; ity of AE ER EO 
the orphans bill, be expelled this houſe. | 

1gth. Ordered, tht the Speaker do ifſe his war= 3 ceps 
rant to the clerk of the Crowng to make out a new 
writ, . ———  he 
parliament for this borough, in che room of Sir petitioner 
John Trevor, knight, expelled this houſe, IT 

Nov. 30, 1695. A petition of John Acton, eſquire, 
was read ; ſhewing, that at the dieftion of members 
to. ſerve in this preſent the 
was duly elected by the majority of legal votes," as 
a member to ſerve for this borough ; but the pre- 
ſent mayor hath falſely returned Anthony Morgan, 
. — 
Ordered, that it be referveld'r0/ he contmnimet- of 
pt F458. 255 A ARES 
ſame, with their opinion. - 

March 17. Ondered, that che marter 
this election for this borough, be heard before-che 
r 
any order to the contrary. 


That th right of e was agpeed e be in th 
mayor and 

A For Mr. Morgan — 33. > IO 

But it was infiſted for che peeidoner, that no ddr. 


Urry, who was for Mr. 
was read in ie town-book ; whereby it appenres, 


accordinghy. 
As to making ie th other ie bug, they 


. 3 
borough, and had looked into the records of 
found it cuſtomary for the majority 


Mr. Dore faid, that Cowper, Stephens, Lee, Chi- 
verton, and Dickenſon ; whereof the firſt was ſervant 


| to Mr. Holmes ; and the others his” tenanta, were 


made free without the conſent of him, or Mr. Cot- 
ton or Mr. Hook ; ſo that although ſeven were pre. 
ſent, not more than four, with the mayor, conſented 
to their being made free ; yet could nor fay, chat any 
diſſent was then made publickly ; though he told 
Mr. Morgan after they were made-free, it was not 


though Mr. Urry had ſurrendered 
his chief burgagelhip, he ISO ont, 
and 1 


The Borough of Vanmourn. 


_ And a by-law was produced, e 


1 Mr. we pitt the ee 
"the ſaid perition, as follows : 

That the committee have examined the merits of 
the election. 

That it was agreed, that this borough is a bo- 
rough by preſcription ; has, time out of mind, ſent 
members to t; and that the right of elec- 
tion is in the mayor and burgeſſes. | 
| The poll was, For Mr. Holmes 39. 

' For Sir Nobert Raymond 38. 
For colonel Morgan 20. 
For Sir Theodore Janſſen 18. 

For the objection was taken to 27 of 
the firting-members votes, as not qualified ; three of 
them, as chief burgeſics; thereſt, as free hurgeſſes: and 


they prodaced, — teſte 18 Sept. 7 Jac. L the charter ; 


which recites this to be an ancient borough ; and 
thatthe mayer upd burgeſſts and, time out of mind, 
divers privileges and cuſtoms by which 
had been confirmed to them by ſeveral former kings. 

The charter incorporates them by the name of 
mayor and burgeſſes; and appoints a common-coun- 
cil, which i to chnſiſt of wvelve chief burgeſſes; 
and conſtitutes and requires, quod major, et undecin 
capitales burgenſts, burgi,. pro tempore exiftentes, vt! 
mejor pars a, whereof the mayor to be one, ſhall 
have the power of making by-laws : and the mayor, 


I 
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r 
, vel ier pars coram, (whereot the mayor to be 
one) are anaually wpon St. Marthew's-day to aſſem- 
ble in the Guild-hall ; and they, or the major part 
of them, there then affembled, are to cleft mum de 
fan m be mayor, w continue in office for one 


year next enſuing, 5 | 


and fwors mayor : 
1 — ef the meyer is required 1s-'ve 
ei pradecefſors fav ad tnt pro tempore exiftente , 
aut, is abſeniia cuſiem majoris, coram the burgefies 
whe hell be then preſiue, or the mayor pave of them, 
And upon the death, or amoval, of any of the 
chief burgrfles, the mayor, and the reſt of the chief 
burgeſſes, gas ad tance ſapercixermat, vel remanſerint, or 
the major part of them, arc to cleft orher chief 
burgeſſes de bg, burysi, in convenient time 
aſter ſuch death or amoval ; and the chief burgeſſes, 
O elected, arc to be ſoorn aun major, burg: pre- 
— — — — 8 
2 

3 — that the 
* 
intirely governed by the by-laws made purſuant to 
the charter; the charter being ſilent as % ſuch free 


the mayor, and ten chief burgeſſes, 
mon- council, That no chief or free burgeſs ſhall 
be choſen, without the mayor and fix chief burgeſſes 
be preſent, and conſenting ; and if any be choſen by 
2 les number, ſuch election ſhall be ſo faFo void; 
and the mayor to forfeit 501. for every fuck of- 


Which by-laws were vacated, and declared void, 
at 2 common-council, holden on the 5th day of 
Nov. 1706, by the mayor, v2.8 cx 


It appeared by the town-book, that October 6, 
1711, he was elected and ſworn a chief burgeſs, 
m the room of William Urry, by a mayor 
and five chief burgeſſes; whereof Colonel Holmes 
and Mr, Bowreman, before objected againſt, were 

It was alſo infiſted by the petitioners counſel, that 
twenty-three others were unduly elected free bur- 
geſſes, for want of a ſufficient number of chief bur- 
geſſes at their elections: and 

Dat. 21 Sept. 1670, another r was pro- 
duced, made by a mayor and five chief burgeſſes. 
aſſembled in common - council, That for the time to 
come, no chief burgeſs or burgeſſes at large, ſhould 
be made, unleſs the mayor and five chief burgeſſes 
be preſent, and give their conſent at the election; 
upon pain of forfeiting of ten pounds for every 
burgelſs that ſhall be made contrary to this law. 

The fitting-members counſel inſiſted, that accord- 
ing to the clauſe in the charter, before ſtated, it is 
Ras rain rw there ſhould be preſent 
the making any by-law a mayor, and fix chief 
burgeſſes, being a majority of the conſtituent num- 
ber of the common- council; and that fix chief 
burgeſſes not being preſent, this by-law was void. 

To which the petitioners counſel replied, that 
only a mayor, and majority of the chief burgeſſes in 
being, were neceflary to the making of by-laws : 
that one of the chief burgeſſes having furrendered 
his office, and another being dead, at this time, this 
by-law, made by the mayor and mayor patt of the 
then in being, was well warranted 
by the power in the charter. 

— cameto this refilinion, | 

2. That the by-law, made the $1|t of Sept. 1670, 


bi 


1 Feb. 1674 , Benjamin Williams, by amayor, and | 


four chief burgeſies. 

n 
five chief burgeſſes. 

19 Sept. 1694, Sir Robert Smith, by a mayor, 
and fix chief burgeſſes; whereof Colonel Holmes, 
before objected to, was one. 

30 March 1697, Thomas Urry junior, by a 


by- . mayor, and four chief. burgeſſes; whereof Colonel 


Holmes was one. 

25 Sept. 1710, Captain John Wood, Robert 
Schickler, Rori Morriſon, Benjamin Miller, John 
Beere, Robert Martell, John Birket, and Jonathan 
Warr, by a mayor, and five chief burgeſſes; where- 
of Colonel Holmes and Mr. Bowreman, before ob- 
jected againſt, were two. 

9 Oct. 1710, David Urry of Afton, and James 
Goodman, by a mayor, and fix chief burgeſſes; 
whereof Colonel Holmes and Mr. Bowreman were 
two. 

6 Oct. 1711, John Croſby, by a mayor, and five 


: Chief burgeſſes, whereof Colonel Holmes and Mr. 


Bowreman were two. 
27 Sept. 1714, John Scot clerk, Nicholas Clegg, 
Edward Kebblewhite, David Worſely, Milburn 
Bloom, Stephen Sheckler, William Coleman, and 
Henry 
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Henry Woodford, by a mayor, and ſix chief -bur- 
geſſes ; whereof Colonel Holmes, Colonel Bowre- 


ed to, were three. 
Nicholas D' Pine was 


but it was admitted by the peti- 


ſame caſe. 
And they farther alledged, 


That Colonel Thomas Uery 8383 
and Colonel David Urry for the ſitting : members, 
whe equally bad votes; minen b 


void. 


All the twenty-ſix perform befbre objedted, to, | 
voted for the ſitting· members 3 except Benjamin 


r 


And the fitting members cuunſel f 


ſtances in the years 1672, 1673, and — clec- 
man, and Colonel William Stephens, before object- | 


Williams, who gave one vote for Colonel get of 


and the other for Colonel Morgan. 
That in anſwer to what had been offered, che ſit- 
ting-members counſel inſiſted, iT 


That the objections —— ———p— p 


and free burgeſſts before-named, were not ſufficient 


to make void either the offices of ſuch chief bur- 


geſſes, or their votes, or the, votes of the free bur 
geſſes elected under them. 


And they argued, — ana Nenes wee | 


10 as they had done by the by-laws of 1670, 1680 


and 1698, appoint the power of election of chief 


a burgeſſes to be executed by a greater number- than 


_ gelles, that the, by-laws of #670, and.1680, did pot 
declare the elections of free | 
trary thereto, to be void ; but an dd = penalty 0 


and both acted in their ſeveral mayoralties without 


petitioners counſel, chat formerly, before the making 
of theſe by-laws, the election of free. burgaſſes were 


the charter required, which is a mayor; and the-reſt .t 


1 2 
That Colonel Holmes was elected a chief burgeſs 
when Sir Robert Dillington and Captain Roche, 
two of the chief hurgeſſes, ere dead ; and that he, 
being elected by a 3 —— 
was elected according to charter. 
That Colonel Holmes and the ather two. "chief 
burgeſſes objected to, had many years continued. in 
office M and all along acted and voted without:inter- 


ruption or objection: that Colonel Bowreman; an- 


other of the three, was, in 1698, unanimouſly-ele&- 
ed mayor by a mayor, and ten chief burgeſſes, the 


whole number then in being who by this choice 


took him to be a good chief burgeſs, by chuſing 
him mayor, as the charter requires him to be ann 
de ſeipfis : that Colonel Holmes had been alſo mayor ; 


any objection ; W manſions lake £e- 
titioners, counſel. 

That if the 'vfſices of the three, chief burgeſies 
objected ad bade e as: free bur- 
geſies, they had a right of voting. 

That ſuppoſing they were not originally. well 


elected chief burgeſſes 3 vet, having ſo many years 


acted as ſuch without interruption, they were at leaſt 
to be looked upon as chief burgeſſes de facto; and, 
as ſuch, their acts would be good till their offices 
ſhould be avgided; conſequently, that the free-bur- 


geſſes, who were elected by the mayor and chief 


burgeſſes, when theſe chief hurgeſſes made the quarum, 
were well elected: and farther, au to the free bur- 


made con- 


upon the mayor in caſes of ſuch elections. oY 
- They. allo, iaſiſted, and it was admitted by the 


by a leſs number than by any of thoſe. by-laws 
make requiſite ; and that ſeveral of the chief bur- 


geſſes. ho vgted for the petitioners, joined, in 2506, © 


in the repeal of the by-laws in 288 and 1698. 
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W That Anthony Morgan, is duly elect- 
ed a burgeſs to rv in ths poet parame for 
— — 

* 4. That Sir Theodore Janſſen, knight, is duly 
r 

Theſe four ſeveral reſolutions being read twice, 
were agreed to by the houſe ; and the return ordered 
to be amended. 

In the year 1777, | 
- Upon enquiry into the condust of the dire&tors 
of the South-fea company, Sir Theodore Janſſen, a 
member for this borough, being one of the ſaid di- 
rectors ; | | 

Jan. 23, 1720. Ordered, that Sir Theodore 
Janſſen do attend in his place immediately. 

Sir Theodore Janſſen being come into the houſe, 

A motion being made and the queſtion propoſed, 
That the faid Sir Theodore Janflen, a member of 
this houſe, is guilty of a notorious breach of truſt, as 
a director of the South-ſea company; and thereby 
occaſioned à very great loſs to great numbers of 


his N fu d has hi the 
my a . 


Sir Theodore Janſſen being heard in his place, 
and withdrawn; 

: Reſolved, nem. con. that Sir Theodore Janſſen, 

» knight"dalt been 4 mender of this hook, and 

one of the directors of the South-ſea company, is 
guiley of a notorious breach of truſt, as a director 
of the ſaĩd company; and has thereby occaſioned 
very great loſs to great numbers of his Majeſty's 
2 and has highly ny the public 

Reſolved, nem. con. that Sir Theodore Janſſen be, 
for his ſaid offence, expelled this houſe. 

Ordered, that the ſaid Sir Theodore Janſſen be 


raken into the cuſtody of the fegen: at arms and : 


ing this houſe. - 

31ſt. Ordered, a warrant for a new writ for elect- 
ing a burgeſs for this borough, in the room of 
Sir Theodore Janſſen, knight and baronet, expelled 


YARMOUTH, or GREAT YARMOUTH. 


b borough is fituate in the county of 

Norfolk ; was a royal borough at the time of 
the general ſurvey, as appears by the ors. me- 
morandum ; viz. 

1 Bib. — quod villa magne Fernemu non modico 


Cotton. | 4 
_ tempore ante conqueſtum extitit fituata per progeni 


L. 8. f. g. ſores Regis Angliæ ſuper portum magne Jernemu, 


A. Col. 1 occafione proficui provenientes de codem portu, ad meliora- 
2; A. tionem jus ville percipiendi, et fattus ſuit burgus regis. 
yon M Unde in libro qui vacatur mp * verba 


ar. que ſequuntur: 

Nordfule. Gernemu tenuit Rex Edwardus ſemper ſeptuaginta 

* burgenſes tunc valuit cum duabus partibus ſoche de tribus 

Domeſdsy bundredis 18 J. ad numerum et pars comitis 91. ad nu- 

ook, f. — due partes Regis 171. 168. et quatuor 

18.2. Jenarios blancas, pars comitis 10 l. blancas, et vicecomes 
babet quatuor libras et unum ancipitem terre de Ger- 
fuma, has quatuor libras dant burgenſes gratis et amici- 
tia. In eadem babuit tempore Regis Edwards Ailme rus 
Epiſcopus quandam ecclefiam Sancti Benedicti, eandem 
modo habet W. Epiſcopus de epiſcopatu et valet 208. 
totum reddit 12 d. de Gelto. 

Sadfale. Dimidium bundredi de Luthinglond Gorleſton tenuit 

Ibid. f. Guertus tempore Regis Edevardi quingue carucas terre 

* pro uno manerio, tunc viginti villani modo duodecim, ſem- 
per quinque Bordmanni, tunc quinque ſervi, modo qua- 
tuor, tunc in Dominico duæ caruce modo una, tuns 
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boves 5. caruc. modo 3. Silue quinque porcorum derem 
are prati, tres ſaline tunc 2. Runcini modo duo ſemper 
trecente oves, in yo mas viginti Ne piſcatores per- 
tinent buic manerio. 

It was aftermath confirmed a borough by char- 
ter of King John. (See Appendix.) | 

Dr. Willis writes, it ſent burgeſſes to parliament willis, 
in the reign of King Edward I. And Mr. aalen 1 35+ 
writes 26. 28. 31 Ed. I, Ballivi libertatis ville qui babent 
retorna omnium brevinm nibil michi inde reſponderunt. 

In 31 Edw. III. Ballivi et communitas elegi 1 
runt; (See Appendix.) And 2 Hen. V. the inden- 274. 
ture was as follows. 

Here indentura teflatur, quod nos Bartus Ellys, =o. 
Richardus Cleye, Petrus Savage, et Jobannes Fenn, m_ 2 
ballivi libertatis ville magne Jernemutb, virtute cujuſ- 
dam MANDAT1 Domini Regis per vic. Norf. nobis directi 
fata proclamatione de parliamento Domino Regis tenend. 
apud Weſftm. die Lune prox. poſt Octab. Santti Mar- 
tini prox. futur. eligi fecimus libere et indifferenter 
Galfrum Pampyng, et Robertum Elys junior, noſtros 
com-burgenſes eſſend. pro villa predifia ad parliamentum 
prædictum; et eos ad dictos diem et locum venire facias 
prout dictum mandatum exigit et reguirit. Que quidem 
eleflio facta fuit in præſentia Jobannis Hugheſſon, Ed- 
wardi Wych, Radi Leffyn, et Jobannis Spithng, 
qui uni parti iſtius indenturæ figilla ſua appoſuerunt, et 
nos alteri parti, ' figillum officit noſtri duximus apponend 
quarto die menſis Novemb. anno Regis Henrici quinti, poſt 
conqueſtum ſecundo. 

In the 7th of Edw. IV. Ballivi & communitas vil- Brady. 21. 
le magne Jernemutbe eligerunt Joban. Ruſs & Jo- 
bon. Tymperley ad eſſend. ad parlementum &c. 

In the 12th of the ſame King, Ballivi de communi 1bid. 
aſſenſu ville eligerunt, &c. | 

In the 17th of the ſame reign, Ballivi et communitas ibid. 
unanimi aſſenſu eligerunt &c. 

As to more modern memoirs, I find only the 
following. 

May 18, 1660. Mr. Turner reported from the 


committee of privileges and elections the caſe upon 


the double return for this borough ; — that upon 
examination of the fact, the queſtion being, whether 
a ſelect number of d or the burgeſſes at 
large, ought to elect: 

The committee are of opinion, that the bur- 
geſſes at large ought to elect, and that of them Sir 
John Potts, knight and baronet, and Sir William 
Doyley, having the greateſt number of voices, are 
duly elected and ought to fit in the houſe.— Where- 
to the houſe agreed. 


City of YORK. 


HIS is the capital of the county of this 

name. It is a very ancient city, but had 
its incorporation as a mayor town, with the addi- 
tion of title of Lord to that of mayor, in the 
of King Richard IT. It hath returned members to 
parliament from the 26th of Edward I. and parlia- Prynn's 
ments have frequently been held here. In the 245 2 
of King Henry V. the return was as follows; viz. 

Hec indentura fata in pleno com. civitatis Eber. 2 Hen. v. 
tent. ibidem die Lunæ prox. ante feſtum omnium fantto- 5 1 R. 
rum, anno regni Regis Henrici quinti, poſt conqueſtum ©* 
Anglie ſecundo. Inter Willielmum Ormeſhened, et Ri- 
cardum Spencer, vic. civitatis Eborum, ex una parte, 

Thomam de Stanton, majorem civitatis predic. 
Nichum Blackburn, Villielmum Veſſy, Jobannem 
Mathwayt, Johannem de Bolton, Johannem de Cra- 
von, Willielmum de Aſbue, Willielmum Boxves, Joban- 
nem de Moreton, Willielmum de Birkened, Thom. Da- 

4A naſtre, 
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naſtre, Thom. — * YVulthorp, Willum, 
Both, conci ves civitatis pr adi, ex parte altera z tea - 
tur quod proclamatione fgfta per dillas vic. virtue 
cujuſdam brevis de parliamento Domini Regis apud 

Weſtm. tenend. in . Oftabis Sandi Martini, prox. 
futur. poſt dat. Preſent. eiſdem vicecomitibus inde, di- 
red. predifti major et concives in com, pradifto tnc 
exiſtentes, et plenam poteſtatem de tota communitate ci- 


vitatis predift. habentes, unanimi aſſenſu et voluntate 


libere et indifferenter eligerunt duos ciues idoneas et diſ+, 
cretos de com... civitatis pradicta, via. Robertum 
Howen, et Johannem Northeby, ad eſſend. ad parlia 
mentum prediftium die et loco prædidlis pro cammunita- 
te com. predif. ad faciendum quad diftum breve in ſe 
requirit ſecundum formam tejuſdem. In  cujus rei teſti+ 
monium partes predifie figills ſua partibus bujus in- 
denture alternatim appoſuerunt. Dat. apud Ebor. $6, 
loco et anno ſupradittis. 17 

As to the more modern d its 
elections, the following are in the Journals. 

April 4, 1628. Mr. Hackwill reporteth from the 


committee of privileges the caſe for this city. No 


queſtion, bur Sir A. Ingram well elected. The queſ- 
tion between Sir Thomas Savyle and alderman 
Hoyle. The determination thereof forborn by the 
committee, till further hearing. But divers miſde- 
meanors in ſeveral perſons: viz. in the two ſheriffs, 
and two aldermen, viz. Hemſworth and Coopens 


concerning the election — 


In the ſheriffs; in precipitating cheir giving the de- 
claration of the election; in refuſing the poll with un- 
fitting ſpeeches; in returning Sir Thomas Savyle 
where alderman Hoyle duly elected. 

Upon queſtion, alderman Cooper and. Hemſ. 
worth to be ſent for as delinquents for an undue 

of the election, and to bring with them 
Sir John Savyle's letter. | 

Upon queſtion, the two ſheriffs, Hoy Thon- 
ſon and Thomas Atkinſon, to be likewiſe ſent for 
as delinquents. | F, MS 

John Vaux, the ſheriff's clerk, 2528285 
2 witneſs : ſo alderman Dickenſon. 


 - Tueſday next after Eaſter-week, to be the a 
of their appearance. 


23d. Mr. Hackwyll reporteth from the com- 
mittee of privileges &c. the caſe concerning the 
election of the citizens for this city, to ſerve in this 
parliament. — 

The only queſtion, whether Sir Thomas Savyle 
or Mr. Hoyle duly elected for the ad place ? for of 
Sir A. Ingram” s no queſtion at all. 

The committee of opinion 1. That Sir Thomas 
Savyle not duly elected: 2. That in regard it evidently 
appeared, that Mr. Hoyle had the greater number 
of voices; the committee of opinion (all but one or 
two) that Mr. Hoyleduly elected; and that the name 
of Sir Thomas Savyle be put out, and Mr. A 
name inferred, 


Upon queſtion, no queſtion ro be pur of Sir A. 


Ingram's election. 


2. Upon queſtion, Sir Thomas Savyle was not 


duly elected. 
3. Upon queſtion, Alderman . - Hoyle | is duly 


6 The indenture. 90 be beought in by the clark 
of the Crown, and the name of Sir Thomas Savyle 
to be put out by the ſheriff, and the name of alder- 
man Hoyle to be by them put in, inſtegd thereof. 

. 2gth. Mr, Hackwyll reporceth, from the com- 
muttee of privileges, the caſe concerning the ſheriffy 
and aldermen ſent for from this city. Four in dum 


ber. Sheriff Thompſon cenſured : 1. Precipitating 


to ſentence for Sir Thomas Savyle's election, pur- 


* ay Yo. RR. 


poſely to put out Mr, Hoyle: . His refuſal of the 
poll demanded by Mir. Hoyle. He acquainted not. 
his fellow-ſheriff with it : pronounced it-within- one 
quarter of an hour after nine: way:admoniſhed not 


to doit, while doing it: - anſwered, he would do it, 


and juſtify it: his excuſes holden idle: his beha- 
viour at committee full of offence: a weſſage to 
him that he ſhould be ſaved, harmleſs. 
Alderman Hemſworth, charged with undue pre- | 
paration concerning ſeveral companies to, this end, 
as if it had been for the-buſineſs of the city ; there 
read Sir John Sayyle's-letter to them: ſollicitations 
for Sir Thomas Savyle both publickly and privately 
ſaying, he was perſuaded the parliament would not 
hold, and then they knew Sir John Savyle's power : 
aſſuring them, they ſhould be ſaved harmleſs in 
chuſing Sir Thomas Savyle: perſuaded' Atkinſon to 
conceal he had given aſſurance to ſave the electors 
of Sir Thomas Savyle harmleſs ; unduly procured 


hands S 


reviled honeſt men for not ſubſcribing it. 
Alderman Cooper and ſheriff Atkinson de be dif- 
I ˙² - — 


mittee. 


Upon queſtion. . Coopergs be diſcharged wpon 
paying his fees, without further cenſure. 

Upon queſtion, ſheriff Atkinſon to be diſcharged, 
upon paying his fees, without further cenſure. 

Upon queſtion Thompſon and Hemſworth to be 
committed to the ſerjeant, during the pleaſure of the 
houſe; and not to be diſcharged till chey have 
made ſubmiſſion and acknowledgment, at the der, 
of their offences upon their knees, 

Upon — pay their fees before they be 


Upon Gesten ban Thampfon.cad. Ma Hemb 
worth, now-cenſured for their miſdemeanor about 
the election, to pay the charges of the, witneſſes 


which came up about the election; and not to be 


Gidchargad ef the. exjeant's, cuſtody, . tin aþey 
have paid it. | 

Upon quebion Sir Francis inge Mr. At- 
torney of the wards, Sir P. Heyman, and Sir Tho- 
mas Grantham, G 
ſame to che houſe. 

goth. Sir P. Hayman reporteth from che com- 
mittee, of the cha:ges of the witneiſes from this city, 
that they have abated the bill of 40 and ↄdd 
pounds, to 20 l. 

Upon queſtion, 20l. to beallowed, and to be divid- 
ed among the witneſſes. _ . 

Sheriff Thompſon and alderman Hemſworth 
called in, and kneeling at the bar, their judgment, 


May 2. Mr. Hemſworth and Mr. Thompſon to 

pay the 20 l. to Mr. Hoyle, to be diſtributed to the 
witneſſes according to the former order. 

To pay the clerk and the ſerjant their fees, and 
then their ſubmiſſion to be accepted. 

Alderman Hemſworth and iheriff Tho 
having paid their fees to the clerk and ſerjeant, and 
the 201. to Mr. Hoyle, called in, and kneeling, 
acknowledged their offence in undue preparing and 
returning Sir Thomas Savyle, a citizen for this city, 
to ſerve in this parliament. 

Jan. 7, 1673. A petition of Sir John Hewly, 
knight, being delivered in at the clerk's table; 
complaining of an undue return of Sir Henry 
Thompſon, knight, to ſerve for this city, in prejudice 
of the right of the petitioner, who was duly elected 
ane ded ended - 

O 


7. a Ve ** 


Oed, hat ie be referred to che committee of and that Hen. Hatchinfon."who voted for Me. Hen. 


and elections, to examine the matter, and 
repore "the ſane, "with"their opinion" 2 
continued with the committee until * 
March 1 5, 1676. Sir Thomas Metes - reported, 
from the ſaid committee, the mater upon che faid- 
"that the committee had reſolved; 

That Sir Henry Thompſon is cleited to 
ſerve in this 2 _ 0 Where 
the houſe agreed. 

May 23, 1685. * petition of James Moyſer, 
eſquire, complaining of the undue election and re- 
turn of Sir Metcalf Robinſon to ſerve in this par- 


liament for this city, in injury of the petitioner, 


n have been re- 
' Ordered, — 
and elections, to examine che matter, 
and report the ſame," with their opinion. 
June 1. A petition of Tobey Jenkins, eſquire, 
the election for this city, was read. 
| Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
and elections, to cramine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their 
May 7, 1690. Ordered, | that the report upon the 
„ gate a6 begtacatier Oe adarin- ne. 
day next. | 
10. "Ordered, that the ſaid repott be made on 
© r5th. Ordered, that it be made on Saturday 
next. 
- 19th. Mr. Grey reported, from he committee of 
privileges and elections, the caſe touching the faid 
return.” That the queſtion was, whether Edward 
Thompſon, or Henry Thompſon, eſquires, were 


William Lun; who ſaid, Wharton; Ayſcough, 
Hardy, and Mackpiece, polled for Mr. Edward 
Thompſon, but were not ſet down in the poll; and 
produced a lift of fifty-four names, that voted for 
Mr. Henry Thompſon, who the counſel inſiſted had 
no right to poll ; and one Chamley, who was dead 
before the poll ; and of four, viz. Batterfby, Tho- 
mas Day, Clark, and Nathanael Day, who polled 

twice for him. But all the 54, except 24, were 
| juſtified, and theſe were allowed not to be free. 
Chamley was proved not to. be alive at the poll: 
and as to Bradley and Wood, the witneſſes denied 
they voted for Mr. Henry Thompſon : and as to 
Brewhouſe and Day, it was on A miſtake of their 
Chriſtian names. 

That for Mr. Henry Thompſon, the counſel 
called a witneſs : who ſaid, that 22 had voted for 
Mr. Edward Thompſon, who were made free ſince 
the teſte of the writ for the election. But it ap- 
peared, 14 of theſe voted alſo for Mr. Henry 
Fhompſon ; and alſo produced a liſt of 49, that 
voted for Mr. Edward Thompfon, who he inſiſted 
were not qualified; but all were juſtified, except 
r6, who were admitted to be no freemen. And 
as to Boſs, Thompſon, Griffin, Maſon, Johnſon, 
and Marſhall, they did not poll for Mr. Edward 

n: and as to Charles Potter, it was a miſ- 
take for Chriſtopher : and as to Tindale, it was a 
- miſtake for Hindle. - 

Alſo a witneſs ſaid, as to three perſons, they are 
wrote twice; and Thomas Swayle of Bolton, and 
Thomas Swayle tanner, they were the ſame perſon: 


——— —̃ ³ͤ v—-mH e ů ˙ -w 


Thompfon, his name was not in the book. — That 
the committee refolved;, 

That Henry Thompſon, eſquire, i duly return- 
ed a citizen, to ſerve in this preſent parliament for 
this city : — Which, being twice read, was agreed 


. unto by the houſe: and the return ordered to be 


amended, 


Dec. 16, 1698. A petition ot Edward Thom- 
pfon, eſquire, was read ; ſhew ing, that at the elec- 
tion for 8 to ſerve in this preſent parliament 
for this ciry, the petitioner, Sir William Robinfon, 
and Tobias Jenkins, eſquire, were candidates ; and 
many indirect practices were uſed to gain votes 
againſt the petitioner, by giving money to pur- 
chaſe their freedoms, ſince the diſſolution of the 
laft parliament, and after the order for calling the 


er, preſent parliament : that the mayor of this city de- 


nied the petitioner a ſight of thoſe that were fo made 
free; and threatened ſeveral, who ſaid they would 


vote for the petitioner, to quarter dragoohs upon 


them; and did fo contrary to law; and turned 
others out of their places for ſaying, they were 
obliged to vote for the petitioner : and that he was 
denied the ſcrutiny of che poll, though he demand- 
ed it before the books were cloſed ; and, by many 
other indirect practices, Mr. Jenkins procured him- 
ſelf to be returned, in wrong of the petitioner, who 
upon a fair election would have had a majority of 
legal votes: and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 

5 and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. | 
June 7, 1711. Ordered, a warrant for a new wrir 
for electing a citizen, to ſerve in parliament for 


* ity, in the room of Robert Benſon, eſquire, 


made Chancellor and Under-treafurer of the Ex- 
chequer. ; 

March f, 1713. A petition of Tobias Jenkins, 
eſquire, was read; ſhewing, that the petitioner, 
Sir William Robinſon, and Tho, Fairfax, efq; were 


candidates for this city: that by the impargial pro- » Sic Orig. 


ceedings of the mayor and officers, ſeveral of the peti- 
tioner's voters were refuſed, and feveral entered for Mr. 
Fairfax, who are not to be found; and ſome who 
vored. for the petitioner, by the illegal proceedings 
aforeſaid, were entered for Mr. Fairfax, with ma- 


ny others not qualified: by which undue means, 


the ſaid Mr. Fairfax is returned, in wrong of the 


| petitioner, for this city: and praying &c. 


Ordered, that it be referred to the committee 
of privileges and elections, to examine the matter, 
and report the ſame, with their opinion. 

A petition of ſeveral citizens and freemen of this 


city, whoſe names are hereunto fubſcribed, was 


read; ſhewing, that at the election for this city, 
Sir William Robinſon, Tobias Jenkins, and Ro- 
dert Fairfax, eſquires, were candidates: that by the 
illegal proceedings of the ſheriff, ſeveral, who had 
a right to vote, were refuſed to vote for Mr. Jen- 
kins, but entered for Mr. Fairfax; and others, who 
had no right, were admitted for Mr. Fairfax; and 
ſeveral who polled for Mr. Jenkins, were beat and 
abuſed by Mr. Fairfax's agents; and by which the 


_ faid Mr. Fairfax has procured himſelf to be unduly 


returned, in wrong of the petitioner, who ought to 
have been returned : and praying &c. 

Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of 
privileges and elections, to examine the matter, and 
report the ſame, with their opinion. 


— 


Inter 


4. ock, Willielmum de Fefton, attornatum Alex- 


2 H. V. 


2 Hen. V. poſt Congueflum Anglie ſecuride, inter Willi- 
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| armigerum, Chritopherus Spur, armigerum, Thomam 
Wi an, Wilkelmum 2 Gower, Bryan 


Y 
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vic. Eber. ex una parte, 4 
— Holgate, allornatum rad; comitis — 


de Reos, Robertum Encdale, atlernatum radi baronis 


ſentizm, eidem vic. inde ref. predifti attornati unaxj- ice, viz. dicimo die Februarii prox. futur. poſt dat.. 
mi aſſenſu et yoluntate in predif3. com. tunc exiſtentes, preſentium, tenend, cidem vic. direfi et buic indenture 
rr annex. Lui quidems cleBores, in com. predict. ad unc 
ratim habentes, libere er indifferenter eligerumt duos mi- exiſtentes, ungnimi. aſſenſu et canſemſu libere et indifft= 
e 28 3 duos milites 2 


— epi. Dat. die, — "x 1 — 
anne ſupradictis. l rei teftimonium partes praædict e partibus bupus 
RR falta in deny con. her. awe, ibidem. inteatare fill fon ——— 


die lune prox., ante feſtum ſancti M iſridi epiſcopi anno 


elnum Harington, vicomitem Eher. en una parte, et which time the Journals of the houſe of commons 
Robertum Mauleverer, attarn. Henrici archiepiſcops Ebor. afford theſe. 

Willielmum Fentotes attornat. radi comitis Weſtmerland, April gy 1614. A petition for this county reſi 
Millau Archer attornat. Jobanxis. comitis Mare- till Sir John Savyle's coming up. 
Halli. Williclmem Rillington attorn. Henry 'Lefrop March 16, 1620. Sir George Moore 
chlr. domini de Maſham, . Willielmum Heſbum attornat. from the committee for privileges. Firſt for the 
Petri de malb lacu, Wilkelmum Fofton attornat. Alex- conſtables of this county: that one Alleyne and 
andi de Methan chr. Wilkicluum Henſon attornat. Middlethwaite examined: that Alleyne denied the 
Roberti Roos, Robertum Barry attorn. Margaret que wazrant to be his hand; but made by his fellow-con- 
fuit 'uxor Henrici V aveſoxr chir. Rohertum Davifan ſtable, by his conſent : that Sir Thomas Wentworth 
atternat. Henrici Percy ſetlatorum cem ad c. wiſhed them to intreat the frecholders to give their 
Eher. de ſex ſeptimanas in ſex ſeptimanas, ax parte al- voices, &c.---That the warrants were, will and re- 
tera teftatur : quod proclamation faite per dd nic. quire;” and when from the King, they did then in his 
in com, predift. virtute cnjuſdam brevis pro Majeſty's name, will and command.” That the 


parlia- 
- mento Domini Regis apud Weftm. tenend. die lune prox. taking the names, was to let Sir Thomas know, 


poft Ofabis ſancdi Martini prox. futur. Preſentium, who would be for him z.— and fer down the natacs 
eidem vic. inde direB. r i atternati ; affenſu of thoſe, which would not conſent. —— That Stan- 
et voluntate in pradifto com. tunc exiſtentes et plena- hope, angther high-conſtable, confeſſed a letter from 
riam' poieftatem de ſeBaioribus preditiis ſeparatim ba- Sir Thomas Wentworth of thanks fog their pains, 
2 mulites ido= wich W 
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p Thomas Wentworth cleared, for the prepara- 
mon; and, by all the committee, the election cleared. 
The high-coaftables to be left to the cenſure of the 


Sir Edward Coke : — To have only admonition 
to the conſtables. 

Mr. Mallory :——Not to have the conſtables put 
unto too much charge: — an eye and ear-witneſs 
of the diſcontent of the gentlemen at the conſtables 
doings: a very ill precedent to all the counties of 
England : that thouſands in the town which were 
for a Savyle, and excluded. 

Sir Thomas Wentworth: — That Mr. Mallory 
harh incurred the cenſure of the houſe, by ſaying, he 
would ſpeak freely, that it might be known, there 
were fome in the houſe, that durſt, and would, ſpeak 
for their country. But the houſe cried, No. 

Sir Wilkam Herbert : — That the place was ſo 
policfied with thoſe not of the committee, that they 
of the mite could not hear. — That the high- 
conftables deferve- great puniſhment for the prepa- 
ration of the buſineſs ; for the high-conſtables have 
nothing to do in it. —— The words, will and re- 
< quire,” not fufferable. — To have the warrant 
read, and proceedings upon it. 

Mr. Secretary :— That the conſtables have com- 
mired a fault ; but mercy, as honourable for the 
houſe, as juſtice. To have them acknowledge their 
fault, and be diſmiſſed. 

Sir HI. Withringrton : — Againſt Sir Edward 
Cokes taxing Mr. Alford”s ſpeech: could himſelf 
have no place at the committee, being one of them. 
—- Defireth the opinion of the houſe, whether they 
of a committee, are not to have place before others 
of in. For the high-conftables; they have commit- 
ted a great offence, in practiſing to chuſe who they 
would. Not too many precedents of mercy ; ſome 
of juſtice. — To have them made an example.— 
Cleareth Mr. Mallory. 

Maſter of the Rolls: — Never obſerved better 
carriage in 2 nor with more ſucceſs.— 
That theſe cunſtables are of ſmall ability: great 
charge in coming up.—Juftified at the committee to 
have been the uſe there, in thoſe terms: — though 
commenderh it not. That Sir Thomas Savyle may 
be queſtioned, for wronging Sir H. Savyle, his 
fon in-law :-—not to catch flies. —Doubteth, our au- 

Sir Manners :— That the ſcrutiny, never 
demanded. Not for the honour of the houſe to diſ- 
miſs the conſtables, without ſevere puniſhment :— 
never the like in that country before. 

Sir Samuel Sands :-—Commendeth not the courſe 
of this parlizment :-—lIf the members may nor ſpeak 
freely : No man here to think himſelf fo great, 
25 to oppres any member of the houſe with his 
greatnefs :—— That theſe thruſt themſelves into 
that, belonoed not to them; and combined together: 
—— have chem make farisfaftion in the country, 
where thry have given the offence. 

Parr IL 
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Mr. Wandesford:— That the offence of tho 


| conſtable © to will and require,“ but of one: the 


puniſhment already ſufficient, 

21ſt. The conſtables of the county to be heard 
this afternoon :—yet did not come on. 

23d, Sir Thomas Bellaſyſe : — Moveth for the 
conſtables of this county :— but reſolved to ſtay till 
the houſe fuller. 

Sir Henry Withrington : — moveth a publick 
puniſhment, for example to all others; becauſe no 
conſtable is to intermeddle in that buſineſs, 

Mr. Carvyle, contra : — Puniſhment enough al- 
ready :—the uſe there to write by the high-conſta- 
bles, vill and require.” 

Sir George Moor: — That Sir Thomas Went- 
worth ſent to the high- conſtables, to deſire the 
freeholders to be at York, to give their voices for 
Sir G— Y——, and Sir Thomas Wentworth, if 
they thought fit : — that the conſtables did write, 
* will and require,” and left out the clauſe, © if 
they thought fit;” and wiſhed them to preſent the 
names of thoſe who would not : — adviſeth, that 
it they confeſs not | 

Mr. Noye :— That elections ought to be free: 
if they have done ill, and go unpuniſhed, it will en- 
courage them ; and the country will think, the par- 
liament (they being queſtioned, and cleared) approv- 
eth it: that a baron (Lord Bruce of Bremberghe) 
of the realm, told Roger, a baron of the Exchequer, 
* reminiſcar,” — adjudged, to go up and down Weſt- 
minſter-Hall, in his hoſe and doublet, without his 
hat : to go to all the courts; and then to go to 
the Tower :—fit, theſe men, for foreſtalling free- 
dom of election, and terrifying men with as much 
as *©* reminiſcar,” ſhould go to the Tower. 

Sir Edward Giles :— That an admonition here of 
them, as delinquents, ſufficient. | 

Sir George Manners :—Thart Sir Thomas Parry, 
laſt convention in parliament, put out of the houſe 
for it to have them ſentenced, and fined, and then 
impriſoned in the Tower; and make fubmiſſion 
in the country. 

Mr. Brook : — To make this exemplary to all 
other high-conſtables : — that this done by the 
conſtables without ground, without example : — 
that by the ſtatute Hen. IV. the notice to be 
given in pleno comitatu: ſo the writ: — the 
high-conſtables nothing to do in it : — that all 
one, ſtanding for knight of the ſhire, can do, no 
more than one who is to have a trial ; viz. to de- 
ſire a juror to appear, but not to give his vote for 
him: — to have them committed to the ſerjeant, 
till they go down to the quarter-ſefſions ; and there 
openly to acknowledge their fault. 

Sir Henry Pool: —excuſeth one of the conſta- 
bles (Stanhope) againſt whom nothing appeared; 
and therefore is, by the former order, to have his 
charges: —that the other two conſtables have erred ; 
yet poor, and under the command of the Juſtices 
of the peace, and ignorant. 

Mr. Nevyll: - Remembreth reminiſcar- — to 
have them ſubmit here: Tower: — ſubmiſſion in 

the country. 

Mr. Mallet: —Agreeth with Sir Henry Pool, for 
the firſt ; condemneth the two laſt : —differenceth be- 
tween *©* reminiſcar” and this caſe : — to have the two 
called to the bar, cenſured as delinquents, and 
ſubmiſſion at the ſeſſions. 

Mr. Treaſurer :— That this buſineſs much ill will 
between the gentlemen of the county : — rather to 
appeale this, than increaſe it: —excuſeth them not:— 

4 B | fit, 
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fit, at firſt, to have committed them to the Tower; 
not now, they having ſtaid five weeks at charge: 

Mr. Mallory: — That there are freehioldery' in 
Yotkfhire, to be valued more than Mr. Mallet 
hath done: their offence great to the houſe; 
and to the ſheriff, upon whom they have encroath- 
ed: Tower, though but a night: — ſubmiſ- 
ſion in the country. , 

Mr. Wandesford : — That one clear from ex- 


ception z viz. Stanhope, who ſent for but as a 


witneſs : —to mix juſtice and mercy together 
remembreth Oxford and Rocheſter cafe : — poor: 
— charge great. | | 

Sir William Spencer: To acknowledge their 
offence here, and in the country ; and to be fined. 
Sir William Herbert aggravateth the offences: 
—— theſe undue preparations will procure un- 
juſt elections: — this carried with a ſtrong hand: 
— chat impunity will give encouragement : — 
holdeth Stanhope an offender : — an exemplary pu- 
niſhment : — that Sir John Savyle thinkerh not of 
any particular wrong, but as a general freeholder : 
Tower: ſubmiſſion in the country. 

Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer : —To end this 
by queſtion. 
Sir Francis Seymour: — With the juſtice and 
mercy of this houſe to puniſh them exemplarily :— 
Tower, till our next acceſs ; then only a ſubmiſſion 
here. 

Mr. Sollicitor :—Offence and puniſhment agreed. 
ot to have them committed to the Tower; 
but, if they acknowledge not their error at the 


next ſeſſions, to be called here again, and puniſhetl ' 


here: — to have their acknowledgment in the 
country ſet down here in verbis conceptis, to avoitl 
differences between the gentlemen. — 

Sir John Strangeways : — Remembreth the 
mayor of Oxenford's offence : — that this offence 
uſual among the Weſtern conſtables : — only a 
ſubmiſſion here. hes . 

Sir Dudley Diggs cleareth Stanhope : — chat 
the more frequent in other parts, the more caufe 
of ſevere puniſhment : — to have them cenfured at 
the bar, and then acknowledgment in the country, 
as Mr. Sollicitor propounded. 3s 

Sir Robert Phillips : — This a wrong to the 
houſe, therefore an acknowledgment here ; ind to 
the country, ſo a confeſſion there. 

Mr. Hutton extenuateth their offence : — re- 
membreth the mercy to the ſheriff of Leicefter- 
ſhire : not to have the members, choſen, blemifhed 
by the puniſhment of theſe offences. 

Sir Thomas Jermyn : — far the puniſhment of 
the two conſtables : — that the puniſhment here by 
cenſure at the bar, and by acknowledgrnent in the 
country: —to diſmiſs Statihope as no delinquent, 
with 5 1. charges; to be paid by Sir Thomas Sa- 
o N 

... + and Mickelthwayte to acknowledge their 
offence kneeling at the bar. — Ordered. — And to 
make an acknowledgment of their offerice in writing, 


The Cuy of Vow. 


o 


not to them: with undue preparation: with war- 
rants to petty-conftables, of command: menares, 
by requiring the names to be delivered, of the 
refuſers. The their offence : and 
are further charged by Mr. Speaker, to make their 
acknowledgment, uf ſupra. 93 
June 21, 1625. Sir Edward Giles tendereth a 
petition from Yorkſhire, about the election of Sir 
John Savyle. | 
Referred to the committee of privileges, ant to 
be the firſt this afternoon, | 
22d. Sir George Moore reporteth from the com- 
mittee of privileges, the caſe of the election of the 
knights for this county :— that the ſheriff having 
read the- writ, pronounced Sir Thomas Wentworth, 
and Sir Thomas Fairfax, knights ; where, Sir John 
Savyle—that the poll required in time; and the fhe- 
riff, granting it, and polling about 35, left the poll- 
ing: that this the ſubſtance of the petition, ſub- 
ſcribed by 1050 freeholders: that the petition alſo 
fortified by ſeven witneſſes, viva voce; viz. that 
Sir John Savyle had the greater number of freehold- 
ers; and the poll was in due time demanded, grant- 
ed, begun, and broken off, as contained in the pe- 
tition : — that Sir Thomas Wentworth agreed not 
to any of theſe things alledged :— that his witneſſes 


oy 


in the country far off: — defired to be heard by his 


counſel ; and time, to ſend for his witneſſes. — 

Agreed by a general conſent of the committee, 
that the ſheriff ſhould be forthwirh ſent for; and 
that Sir Thomas Wentworth and Sir Thomas Fairfax 
may be heard by their counſel, upon Tueſday 
come ſevennight ; which now Sir Thomas Went- 
worth and Sir Thomas Fairfax alſo defired. 

Upon queſtion, reſolved, the ſheriff of this coun- 
ty ſhall be heard to-morrow at 2 o'clock before 
the committee for privileges: and to reſpite the re- 
ſolution, for giving time for hearing Sir Thomas 
Wentworth and Sir Thomas Fairfax, with their 
counſel and witneſſes, till they report from the com- 

July 4th. Sir George Moore reporteth from 
the committee for privileges, the cafe of knights 
for this county: that the ſheriff charged: — 1. That, 
upon his view without poll, he gave his judgment for 
Sir Thomas Wentworth and Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
to be knights; where Sir Jo. Savyle moſt voices; 
—2dly. That when the poll was required, he ſaid, 
it was only of courteſy to grant it. — 3dly. That 
he began the poll, but, having polled about 33, 
brake it off: — that nothing objected againſt Sir 
Thomas Wentworth or Sir Thomas Fairfax: — 
that the ſheriff being heard, he, upon Saturday was 
ſevennight, was required to anſwer the matter in 
fact; but he required to do it by counſel ; yet ac- 
knowledged the poll was demanded; but that it was 
granted e er demanded. Being demanded, whether 
he began not the poll, and brake it off; he acknow- 
ledged it; but deſired, by his counſel, to anſwer to 


the off 


That upon Tueſday laſt, he, by his counſel, al- 


to be penned by Sir George Moore, Mr. Sofliefter, Tedged, that the day of election, after 8 of the 


and Mr. Noye. This, to be done at the flext 


quarter · ſeſſions for the Weſt-Riding ; and if they 
hid not then do it, then to be {ent for again, And 
Further puniſhed. FFF 
That, which ſhall be penned by the committee, 
to be read, and allowed by the houſe before the 
8. 
Bartyn Allott and Richard Mickelthwayte called 
to the bar; and kneeling, charged by Mr. Speaker 
with their offences; for meddling with that, belonged 


clock, he made proclamation, and read the writ at 
the ufual place. That the writ being read, he 


"cauſed rhe gates being ſhut ; he took a view of the 


freeholders, and, returning, ſaid, he thought Sir 
Thomas Wentworth and Sir Thomas Fairfax had 
double the voices to Sir John Savyle. That he choſe 


to take the poll ar the poſtern-gate ; and having 
polled about 35, heard the fore-gare was broken 


open, and many freeholders gone out upon Sir 
John Savyle's perſuaſion, that the taking of the 


poll 


broke off the poll >—Defired time for his witneſſes: 
eauſe would be but a delay: others that they be- 
lieved his allegation, and therefore no cauſe for his 
witneſſes: others, that in juſtice his witneſſes ought to 
be heard; who could better prove than himſelf, who 
was at the polling further off: 42 committees ; 
whereof 17 for time, the reſidue againſt it. 

Sir Thomas Wentworth: — That he has never 
fought to delay this cauſe, only deſirous to have it 
heard in a legal manner :—1. For the number ; it 
will be proved fuliy, that without all queſtion, that 
the far greater number for him and Sir Thomas Fair- 
fax : 2dly, for the quality ; the return by the greateſt 
number of men of quality, that to any return theſe 
twenty years: That on Sir John Savyle's fide, di- 
vers out of an houſe, where the maſter himſelf no 
freeholder ; but ſaid, they wree freeholders : — That 
his cafe for the poll, thus; Fhe poli demanded by 
Sir John Savyle with a cavil, but with no intention 
it ſhould proceed : That this demand of the poll 
after eleven o'clock : That the ſheriff ſhut up the 
Fore-gate, went to the Poſtern- gate; and being 
without, the poll, by the unlawful act of Sir John 
Savyle himſelf, interrupted : — Defireth this caſe 
may either be granted him or denied him; if grant - 
ed; that his counſel to- morrow at the bar, may main- 
tain the law to be for him : If denied ; that he may 
be admitted to prove this caſe by his witneſſes, 
which was never denied to any: That his cafe not 
like that of Cambridgeſhire, where the ſheriff was 
there demanded the poll, and granted it not. 2dly, 
For Pomfret ; the poll broken off by the parties re- 
turned, | 

Sir Chriſtopher Hildyard : — That about ten of 
the clock, he, for Sir John Savyle demanded the 
poll; the ſheriff ſaid, it was not then time, but 
ſhould have it :—— That Sir John Savyle's com- 
pany ſtaid. 

Chancellor duchy : either Sir Thomas Went- 
worth's anſwer guſt be acknowledged true, or 
witneſſes muſt be heard. 

Mr. Solicitor, accordant. 

Sir Edward Coke :—two things conſiderable :— 
Liketh not the ſheriff's anſwer, that he needed 
not grant the poll: For bound to grant it: but not 
to ſtrike theſe gentlemen through the ſheriff's ſide : 
1. Whether the demand of the poll in due time:— 
the poll the true trial. Neither view nor voice can 
judge it: 2dly, Whether he that demanded the poll 
brake it off, or was the means of it. — {mpotentia ex- 
cuſat legem. — That we cannot in Juſtice deny them 
proof of the matter in fact. 

Mr. Glanvyle :— If the poll was demanded be- 
fore eleven, but not granted before, then the poll was 
not granted at all ; becauſe the time for the election 
paſt : and is like the caſe of Cambridgeſhire; where- 
in the houſe reſolved, that the not polling when 
demanded, a miſdemeanor in the ſheriff. 2dly, 
that in this caſe alſo, the election and return void, 
by-reaſon of the not granting of the poll :—In the 
caſe of Pomfret, the election not holden good of Sir 
John Jackſon, though his adverſary, Sir . . . Beau- 
mont, interrupted the poll. | 

Sir Francis Seymour: — That the poll demanded 
and granted before eleven. The ſhutting of the gate 
fit, to exclude other frecholders, who might come 
in and give their voices now, when" the time for 
the election was paſt. 1 
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Serjeant Towſe : — To hear witneſſes to prove 
the matter in fact. | | 

Sir Edward Gyles: That Sir John Savyle cauſ- 
ed the gates to be opened; but that this was — 

A petition from Sir John Savyle, read. Another 
petition from the ſheriff of York, read. 

Sir Thomas Hobby :— That witneſſes muſt needs 
be heard, : 

Mr. Wandesford : — The queſtion to be about 
the granting time for witneſſes for the gentlemen 
returned, or for the ſheriff. 

Sir Francis Goodwyn moveth, That Sir Tho- 
mas Wentworth, Sir Thomas Fairfax, and the ſhe- 
ritt, may ſet down the particulars of Sir John Sa- 
vyle's diſturbance ; that the houſe may judge of it. 

Sir Cl. Throgmorton : That the ſheriff may 
have time for his witneſſes. 

Mr. Lowther : If the houſe ſhould now judge 
the ſheriff, whether it be with him, or againſt him, 
this may be afterwards croſſed upon an action 
brought by Sir John Savyle, for a falſe return, 

Sir Edward Coke : — That the poll being broke 
off, it may be ſet down by the ſheriff, in particular, 
what diſturbance was made by Sir John Savyle. 
To deliver the ſhcriff's petition to Sir John Savyle : 
it he grant the caſe in it, to judge it; if he deny it, 
then to give the ſheriff time to prove it. 

Sir Robert Phillipps: That the ſheriff, and Sir 
Thomas Wentworth and Sir Thomas Fairfax, are ſo 
joined together, as the one cannot ſtand, and the 
other fall. | 

Uponqueſtion reſolved, that the caſein the ſheriſiꝰs 
petition, and Sir T.Wearworth's, as he hath delivered 
it in the houſe, with the particulars of the interrup- 
tion and diſturbance, ſhall be ſer down in writing by 
them, and delivered to Sir John Savyle ; and up- 
on his anſwer, the houſe to give further direction. 
This to be to Sir John Savyle this afternoon, and 
his anſwer to the houſe to-morrow morning. 

sth. Sir George Moore :—— That Sir John Sa- 
vyle, though he received the caſe yeſterday very 
late, ſo as he could not peruſe it till this morning, 
yet his anſwer ready; and deſireth to be heard a few 
words in the houſe, upon the delivery thereof, 

Diipute, whether Sir John Savyle being called 
in, the bar ſhould be put down. 

Reſolved, the bar ſhall not be put down. 

Sir John ſheweth, the caſe was not delivered till 
this morning; yet hath he given an anſwer to put an 
end to this buſineſs. 

Moveth, Sir Thomas Wentworth, Sir Thomas 
Fairfax, and the ſheriff, may ſubſcribe the caſe de- 
livered Sir John Savyle ; that they may, upon their 
reputations, avow ſo much as concerneth their own 
knowledge to be true ; and that they believe the 
reſt to be true: which they accordingly did. 

Sir John Savyle delivereth his anſwer ; and, re- 
quired by the houſe, ſubſcribeth it in the ſame 
manner. | 

Sir Thomas Wentworth : — That it exceedingly 
importeth him, to make good what he hath ſet down 
upon his own knowledge: which being denied; de- 
fireth liberty for his defence by counſel, and witneſſes. 

Mr. Whiſtler :—Admitting the caſe, as Sir Tho- 
mas Wentworth &c. have ſet down, yet the election 
not I againſt the ſhutting of the gate 
The freeholders intereſted, as well as Sir John Sa- 
vyle ; ſo as he, being Particeps criminis, cannot wrong 


the country. 
Sir 
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Sir George Moret—That the ſheriff hath miſ- 
demeaned himſelf: yet doubteh, the election not void. 


Mr. Solicitor :—— That, admitting the caſe, Sir 


John Savyle in the wrong: For the ſheriff having 
adjudged the election of Sir Thomas Wentworth 
and Sir Thomas Fairfax, and returned them ; this 
ſtandeth good, till avoided by plain and good mat- 
ter. If he denied the poll, good cauſe to avoid the 
election; or if he do any thing unfitting in it; but 
if Sir John Savyle diſturbed the election, and fo 
made it impoſſible for the ſheriff to go rightly on 
with the po!l, then no default in the ſheriff. 

Mr. Rolles, contra: That the not purſuing the 
poll, and denying the poll, all one : Sir John Sa- 
vyle could not wave his election, being elected; 
therefore, his interruption made not the election and 
return of the other good. | 

Motion for Sir Thomas Wentworth to have 
counſel, denied. Motion to hear Sir Thomas Went- 
worth, debated : But ordered to be called in. 

Sir Thomas Wentworth openeth his own caſe in 
the particulars : — That the ſheriff had no power, 
when new men were let in, to give them oath, 


whether they were preſent at the election, or not; 


for a premunire, if he had, having no power by the 
ſtatute to miniſter that oath, and ſo impoſſible — 
Moveth, for the ſtay of the reſolution of this bufi- 
neſs, being matter of law, may be referred to a full 
houſe. 
Sir H Anderſon moveth, to have it de- 
ferred till to-morrow. 
Sir H— Mildmay, contra. 
Upon queſtion, this buſineſs to be now determined, 
Mr. Glanvyle : Adjudged in the caſe of Arun- 
del, that ſo many as came in during the poll 
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had right of voices; ſo in the eaſe of Glouceſter, 
ing the knights for this county being admitted, the 
election of the ſaid knighta, is not duly made; and 
a new warrant for a new election. | 22 

Reſolved, upon queſtion, that the ſheriff be no 
farther queſtioned concerning the eleftion and return 
of the knights for this county. 

April 17, 1628. Mr. Hackwell reporteth from 
the committee of privileges for this county. — Sir 
Henry Bellaſis, and Sir Thomas Wentworth re- 
turned : The queſtion whether theſe men that re- 
fuſed to declare their names, were not diſabled to 
be eleftors : — Appeared, that they anſwered to three 
queſtions: 1. They had forty ſhillings freehold : 
2dly. That they were reſiants within the county 


the day of the date of the writ: 3dly. That they 


were not before polled :—the opinion of the com- 
mittee, that not neceſſary to inſert the names of the 
freeholders in the indenture : Held it inconvenient 
to have them ſet down their names, becauſe notice 
might be taken of them to their prejudice. 

The opinion of the commitree, theſe two gentle- 
men well elected. 

Reſolved, upon queſtion, That if an elector, 
or freeholder, being by the ſheriff, upon the poll, 
demanded his name, ſhall refuſe it, he is not diſa- 
bled to be an elector. 

Reſolved, upon the ad queſtion, that Mr. Henry. 
Bellaſis and Sir Thomas Wentworth are well and 
duly elected knights of the ſhire for this county. 

Nov. 10, 1707. Ordered, a warrant for a new 
writ for electing of a knight of the ſhire for this 
county, in the room of Thomas Lord Fairfax, now 
become a Peer of Great-Britain. 
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Wow 5 For Matthews, read Mathers. c. 2. J. 69. for 
+ F. . 
I 62 For Caleb » Charles. 


oY 
4 1 50 Ty ſcot and lot, add, not receiving alms or 


charity. c. 2. J. 69. for nobis, r. vobis. 
I 3 For 21ſt r. 19th. And J. 67. To bar, add, and 
being upon his knees. c. 2. 4. 13. to 
| Sidney, add, eſquire. 
6 2 93,4,7,40 For Thomas, . Samuel. : 
1 & 14th The ſame. 
1 50 To was, add the 
1 54 For certification, r. certificate. 
N 39 Deile 6. A J. 59. for 8. r. 9. 
1 Dele their 
( 


Page, add, Mr. Lechmere. 
| 2 33 To commitments, ads, by any authority. 
I 34 For ſame, . time. 
1 28 To poll, add, ſeveral. c. 2. J. 11. dele at. J. 
Y 33. to Turner, add, who was duly elected. 
w-- 2 53 To h, add, to which the houſe agreed. 
0 13 Diele, are fined for non-ap ot 
37. oh Robinſon, . Jobb. 2 39. 
for r. Kavet. end for Michael 
r. Nicholas. J. 56. to four, add, firſt. 
1 7 a tn th L 53. 
2. jon, add, 1 03. 
of, r. and. J. 67. 2 N 4 7 
* only. J. 68. To Pollen, ads, eſ- 


— r. 49. 

34 or Bellew, r. Bulkeley. 34. for Llamden, 
©, r. Llanidan. 1. 54. fir Gaths, . 
J. 66. for 23 r. 26 N. I. 
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14 To Ball, add, Dan. Horne. c. 2. J. 46. 1. 


26 32 62 For Guineas, . Guns. 
2 28 For Mallcot, . Mallock. 
28 2 59 For Denis, r. Vening. 
I 6 Fur Forbrian, . Torbrian. 
I 


6-4 33 Adnſert January 16th. 

1 03 Fer 1724, . 1723. 

os 5 For Gage, r. Gape 

88: © 42 For poctets, r. pockets. 

= i 24 Fer turner's, r. tanner's. 

an 47 For aggerentium, r. ſuggerentium. J. 48. 


4 * 44 1. _—_— Rp 
[ or ifat Rogers, r. * ifat. Rogers 
I 42 Her Opinion * Nov. Mr. Gray re- 
ported from the committee as follows, viz. 

That the right of election was agreed to be in the mayor, 
recorder, aldermen, and common-council-men of this city. 
That Was upon the poll; 

Mr. Pitt had , 

Mr. Windham, 23. W 
That 5 of Mr. Pitt's voices were excepted to, as being ſworn 
„ A for the election; which was upon 
the 27th of F : it appeared to the committee, that 
may had been e in September before; .and that many others 

ſtood out as long after the election before they came to be 

ſworn: and that, when they were ſworn, no objection was made 
to them. — That thereupon they reſolved, 

* That Thomas Pitt, eſquire, is duly elected a citizen to ſerve 
in this preſent parliament for this city:“ which reſolution, be- 
ing twice read, was agreed to by the bouſe. 


